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AP CM honoured with the prestigious
“Business Reformer of the Year” award

TPN Bureau
December 18

maravati: Andh
ra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu
has been honoured wi
th the prestigious “Bus
iness Reformer of the
Year” award by The
Economic Times, one
of India’s leading Eng-
lish-language business
publications. The acco-
lade recognizes Naidu’s
dynamic leadership
and transformative ap-
proach to governance,
business reforms, and
investment facilitation
in the state.

The announcement
was made public by
Andhra Pradesh IT and
Industries Minister
Nara Lokesh on social
media platform ‘X,’
where he celebrated the
achievement as a mo-
ment of pride not only
for the state but also for
their family. “Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu being selected as
the Business Reformer
of the Year is truly ama
tter of pride for Andhra
Pradesh. This recogni-
tion is not just a person-
al honour but a symbol
of the confidence and
admiration the nation-
al business community
has for his governance
model,” Lokesh stated
in his post.

According to Lokesh,
the award jury com-
mended Naidu’s coura-

geous pursuit of gov-
ernance and business
reforms that have
brought accountability,
efficiency, and investor
confidence to Andhra
Pradesh. He said that
this recognition reflects
Naidu’s consistent vi-
sion of transforming th
e state into a hub of in-
novation, growth, and
transparent admini str
ation.“The award stan
ds as testimony to his
commitment tow ards
reform-driven govern-
ance, policy pace, and
credible leadersh ip.
Under his guidance,
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reforms have become a
tool not of rhetoric but
of real transformation
that directly improves
people’s lives,” Lokesh
added.Over the years,
Naidu has earned a rep-
utation as one of In-
dia’s most tech-savvy
and reform-oriented po-
litical leaders. As the
architect of modern
Hyderabad during his
earlier tenure as Chief
Minister of undivided
Andhra Pradesh, he is
widely credited for
turning the city into a
major IT and business
destination. In his cur-

rent term, Naidu has
sought to replicate that
success by developing
Amaravati as a next-
generation capital city
and by focusing on in-
dustrial corridors, digi-
tal governance, and sus-
tainable development.
Policy analysts and
business observers
have frequently lauded
Naidu’s strategies for
attracting investments,
both domestic and in-
ternational. His gov-
ernment’s emphasis on
single-window clear-
ances, digital adminis-
tration, and proactive

industrial policies have
been described as key
factors that make And
hra Pradesh one of the
more business-friendly
states in India.The Bu
siness Reformer of the
Year award from The
Economic Times fur-
ther reinforces Naidu’s
national stature as a
policymaker focused on
innovation, economic
growth, and govern-
ance transpare ncy.

Among the many re-
forms he has champi-
oned are digitization of
services, public-private
partnership models in
infrastructure, and the
integration of technol-
ogy in welfare delivery
systems.State govern-
ment officials ex-
pressed confidence that
the recognition will fur-
ther enhance Andhra
Pradesh’s image as an
ideal investment dest
ination.

They also view it as a
motivation for the ad-
ministration to contin-
ue implementing for-
ward-looking, refo
rm-based governance.
The award will be for-
mally presented to Ch
andrababu Naidu at
The Economic Times
Awards for Corporate
Excellence ceremony
later this month, where
he will be joining other
national and business
leaders recognized for
their outstanding con-
tributions to India’s
growth and transfor
mation.

hundreds of Foreign Nationals

Receive Sudden Visa Cancellation
Emails from U. S., Indlans Shocked

TPN Bureau
| December 18

ashington, D.
C.: In a surpris-
ing move that
has left hundreds
of foreign nationals un-
settled, the U.S. govern-
ment has reportedly sent
emails notifying several
visa holders that their vi-
sas have been “pruden-
tially revoked.” The ac-
tion, understood to be
part of precautionary
enf orcement under the
Trump administration’s
tightened immigration
policies, has caused
widespread confusion,
particularly among In-
dian H-1B and H-4 visa
holders.

The term “prudential-
ly revoked” in the emails
signifies a precautionary
or temporary cancella-
tion of visas, often pend-
ing further security or
administrative review.
While this does not mean
a permanent denial of
visa status, it does create
uncertainty for those
currently living and
working in the U.S. Many
recipients of the emails
said the notices were is-
sued directly from U.S.
consulates and embas-
sies, explaining that the
ir employment or de-
pendent visas had been
revoked as a preventive
measure.

Legal experts note
that such revocations are
typically triggered when
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U.S. authorities have
raised concerns or initi-
ated investigations relat-
ed to an individual’s
background, though no
conclusive wrongdoing
may have been found.
Legal Experts’ View
Speaking about the is-
sue, U.S.-based immigra-
tion attorney Emily Neu-
mann confirmed that a
growing number of H-1B
and H-4 visa holders ha
ve recently reported re-
ceiving these notifica-
tions. “Even if a person
is only under investiga-
tion and not proven
guilty, their visa can still
be prudentially re-
voked,” Neumann said.
“This measure itself
does not immediately af-
fect their current lawful
stay in the U.S., but it
may lead to complica-
tions if they need to re-
new their visa or travel
abroad.” She added that
once a visa has been pru-
dentially cancelled, indi-
viduals are advised to
resolve any pending con-

cerns before attending
another visa interview
or attempting re-entry to
the U.S. Otherwise, they
risk being denied future
clearance.U.S.

Policy Tightening

The latest move ap-
pears consistent with the
Trump administration’s
broader approach to im-
migration control. In re-
cent months, the U.S.
government has intro-
duced stricter vetting
procedures for foreign
nationals, including en-
hanced scrutiny of so-
cial media activity. Au-
thorities have announced
that they will review the
social media posts of
H-1B holders and their
families to detect any
content deemed politi-
cally sensitive or critical
of U.S. policies.

The timing of the visa
revocation emails—com-
ing shortly after these
new monitoring guide-
lines has raised con-
cerns among immigrant
communities and human
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rights advocates. Many
fear that digital monitor-
ing may be used to sup-
press dissent or penalize
individuals for personal
expression.

Mixed Reactions

Reactions to the U.S.
government’s move re-
main divided. Support-
ers argue that it is a nec-
essary step to protect
national security and
prevent potentially risky
individuals from enter-
ing or remaining in the
country. “It’s better to act
safely than regret later,”
one commentator noted,
adding that precaution-
ary cancellations help
minimize risks while in-
vestigations are ongoing.
However, others view the
decision as excessive and
disruptive.

For many highly skil
led Indian professionals
working in the U.S. on
H-1B visas, the abrupt
cancellations have cre-
ated anxiety about job
continuity and immigra-
tion status stability. Le-
gal advisers are urging
affected individuals not
to panic but to consult
qualified immigration
experts to determine
their next steps.

As of now, no official
statement has clarified
how many visas were re-
voked or whether the
measure will continue in
the coming weeks. The
uncertainty has left ma
ny awaiting further clar-
ification from U.S. autho
rities.

Academic and moral knowl-
edge should me equal : AP CM

Amaravati, Dec 18:

hief Minister
N. Chandrababu
Naidu empha-
sized that along
with academic knowl-
edge, students must
also imbibe moral and
social values to shape
themselves into re-
sponsible citizens. Spe
aking on the second
day of the Collectors’
Conference in Amara-
vati, the Chief Minis-
ter underscored the
significance of value-
based education and
innovative learning
practices in building a
strong and progressive
Andhra Pradesh.Ad-
dressing senior offi-
cials and district col-
lectors, Chandrababu
Naidu directed them to
extend the state’s suc-
cessful “Mustabu” pro-
gram to private educa-
tional institutions up
to the intermediate
level across the state.
The program, which
focuses on student dis-
cipline, grooming, and
life skills, has been
gaining recognition in
government schools.
The Chief Minister
said that value-driven
initiatives like Musta-

bu should reach every
learner, irrespective of
the type of institution,
to ensure a consistent
standard of holistic
education.The Chief
Minister praised Par-
vathipuram Manyam
District Collector Prab-
hakara Reddy for his
detailed presentation
on the implementation
and success of the Mus
tabu program. He com-
mended the collector’s
creative approach and
commitment to nurtur-
ing innovation at the
district level. “With
new ideas, we can achi
eve meaningful inno
vations. Every rupee
the government spends
for the cause of educa-
tion should yield visi-
ble, quality results,”
Naidu said, calling for
accountability and out-
come-based planning
in public spending. Em-
phasizing the need for
forward-looking poli-
cies, Chandrababu urg
ed officials to adopt
modern pedagogical
tools and technology
while promoting eth-
ics, social behavior,
and civic responsibili-
ty among students.
“Academic scores
alone cannot define

success; value systems
should be the founda-
tion of character build-
ing,” he remarked.The
Chief Minister also
highlighted the impor-
tance of collaboration
between the govern-
ment and private edu-
cational institutions in
creating an enabling
environment for stud
ents.

He said that by com-
bining strong adminis-
tration, innovative pra
ctices, and community
participation, the edu-
cation system can
transform into a model
for other states to fol-
low.Naidu reiterated
his government’s com-
mitment to strengthen-
ing education infra-
structure, promoting
teacher training, and
introducing new learn-
ing modules that merge
knowledge, practicali-
ty, and humanity.

Concluding his ad-
dress, he called upon
district collectors to
act as agents of change,
ensuring that every ed-
ucational program un-
der their supervision
delivers measurable
impact and inspires a
culture of excellence
rooted in values.

New participatory
model introduced

TPN Bureau
| December 18

maravati: And

hra Pradesh Ch

ief Minister N.
Chandrababu N

aidu introduced a new
participatory model
during the fifth Collec-
tors’ Conference held
at the State Secretariat
in Amaravati. In a de-
parture from regular
reviews, the Chief Mi
nister asked district
collectors themselves
to present the best
practices being imple-
mented in their respec-
tive districts. During
the conference, collec-
tors from six districts
Alluri Sitarama Raju,
Parvathipuram Many-
am, Eluru, Nellore, Ka-
dapa, and Anantapur
showcased their inno-
vative development
projects through Pow-
erPoint presentations.
Impressed by their
efforts, Chief Minister
Naidu directed offi-
cials to replicate these
successful district-lev-
el initiatives across the
entire state.Naidu
commended the collec-
tors for introducing in-
novative, people-
friendly programs that
go beyond routine ad-
ministrative functions.
He said the conference
had been more mean-
ingful this time, as it
focused on creative

governance models
that bring tangible
benefits to citizens.
The Chief Minister
con gratulated collec-
tors for their commit-
ment and called upon
all districts to present
more impactful, inno-
vative ideas by the
time of the next confer
ence.

Alluri Sitarama
Raju District Collector
Dinesh Kumar pre-
sented “Nirman,” an
initiative designed to
promote excellence
among students and
nurture their individu-
al talent. Parvathip-
uram Manyam Collec-
tor Prabhakar Reddy
explained th e
“Musthabo” progra m,
which encourages
school students to mai
ntain cleanliness and
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hygienic practices.
Eluru District Col-
lector Vetriselvi show-
cased “Marpu,” a
transformative project
aimed at empowering
illicit liquor manufac-
turers by turning them
into micro-entrepre-
neurs.Nellore Collec-
tor Himanshu Shukla
presented “Champion
Farmers,” a program
that focuses on farmer
e mpowerment, eco-
nomic advancement,
and the adoption of be
st agricultural practi
ces. Kadapa Collector
C.H. Sridhar highlight-
ed the “Smart Kitch-
ens” initiative, which
ensures that students
are served nutritious
and tasty mid-day me
als prepared in clean,
modern facilities.
Anantapur Collector
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Anand demonstrated a
digital innovation pro-

ject integrating Artifi-

cial Intelligence (AI) to
prevent revenue re-
cord tampering and en-
sure robust data transp
arency.

Chief Minister Naid
u described these pro-

jects as exemplary mo

dels that could serve as
benchmarks not only
within Andhra Pra
desh but also for other
states. He emphasized
that governance must
continuously evolve
with innovation and a
citiz en-centric ap-
proach. The CM added
that the sharing of suc-
cessful practices would
help improve adminis-
trative efficiency, stren
gthen public service
delivery, and build a
model state.
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18 Vizianagaram :
Minister Kondapalli
Srinivas emphasized
that the Praja Darbar
program is aimed solely
at resolving the prob-
lems faced by common
people. Participating in
the Praja Darbar held at
Gantyada Mandal in Vi-
zianagaram district, the
minister personally re-
ceived petitions from the
public and interacted
with them to understand
their grievances. Ad-
dressing the gathering,
Minister Srinivas said
that the government is
committed to providing
quick and effective solu-
tions to the issues raised
by citizens. He directed
the district administra-
tion and departmental
officials to act with sin-
cerity and dedication
while addre ssing public
grievances. The minis-
ter underscored that the
Praja Darbar initiative
reflects the govern-
ment’s intention to stay

in close contact with the
people and to provide an
immediate redressal
mechanism for local-lev-
el issues.During the pro-
gram, the minister re-
ceived 124 petitions from
various individuals
across the mandal. The
petitions primarily con-
cerned issues related to
revenue matters, elec-
tricity, pension approv-
als, and employment op-
portunities. The minis
ter assured the appli-
cants that all their pleas
would be forwarded to
the concerned depart-
ments for prompt resolu-
tion. He stressed that of-
ficers must ensure tran
sparency, accountability,
and timely follow-up in
the process of grievance
redressal.Minister Srini-
vas further stated that
the main objective of
Praja Darbar is to bring
governance closer to the
people. By holding such
meetings regularly, the
administration can iden-
tify recurring issues and
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take suitable measures
to tackle them at the
grassroots level.

He urged all govern-
ment employees and
field officers to treat pub-
lic service as a moral re-
sponsibility rather than
routine work.To ensure
accountability, the min-
ister instructed the of-
fice staff to continuously
monitor the progress of
each petition until it is re-
solved. He insisted that un-
resolved issues must be
reported back to the high-
er authorities without de-
lay. This follow-up mecha-
nism, he said, would
improve public trust and
ensure that no complaint
goes unan swered. Speak-
ing on the sidelines of the
event, several people ex-
pressed appreciation for
the init iative, noting that
it allows citizens to direct-
ly communicate their
problems to top officials.
They felt that such pro-
grams bridge the gap be-
tween the public and the
administration, particu-

larly in rural areas whe re
access to government of-
fices is often limited. The
Praja Darbar witnessed
active participation from
mandal-level officials,
public representatives,
TDP local leaders, and a
large number of
villagers.

Officials from revenue,
electricity, and welfare de-
partments took note of the
grievances and committed
to providing timely solu-
tions as per government
policyMinister Kondapalli
Srinivas concluded the
session by reiterating that
good governance depends
on responsive administra-
tion and citizen parti cipa-
tion. He said the govern-
ment would soon review
the action taken on peti-
tions submitted in the Pra-
ja Darbar to ensure genu-
ine problems are solved at
the earliest.He reaffirmed
the government’s commit-
ment to building an ac-
countable system where
every citizen’s voice is
heard and valued.

CM Chandrababu Naidu to
Meet Six Union Ministers in
Delhi to Seek Central Support
for State Projects

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18
Amaravati, : Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu is set to leave for
New Delhi this evening
to hold a series of cru-
cial meetings with top
Union Ministers on
Friday. The meetings
are aimed at seeking
enhanced financial as-
sistance and coopera-
tion from the Central
Government for ongo-
ing and proposed de-
velopment projects in
the state. According to
official sources, the
Chief Minister’s Delhi
schedule has been fi-
nalized, and he is ex-
pected to hold one-on-
one discussions with
six key ministers of
the Union Cabinet.
During his visit,
Chief Minister Naidu
will hold separate
meetings with Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man, Road Transport
and Highways Minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari, Jal
Shakti Minister C. R.
Patil, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister

Hardeep Singh Puri,
and Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Minis-
ter Sarbananda So-
nowal. The discussions
are likely to focus on
the state’s pending pro-
posals related to infra-
structure, irrigation,
road connectivity, and
industrial develop-
ment, among other
issues.

Government offi-
cials said that the Ch
ief Minister would em-
phasize the need for in-
creased central fund-
ing and expeditious
clearances for key pro-
jects being executed in
partnership with the
Centre. The agenda
also includes seeking
support for the expan-
sion of national high-
ways, strengthening of
irrigation networks
under the Jal Shakti
Ministry, development
of the port and inland
waterways sector, and
assistance for the en-
ergy and natural gas
sectors.

Naidu is also likely
to raise concerns re-
garding revenue short-
falls and request a
greater share of cen-

tral allocations for
Andhra Pradesh’s on-
going capital region de-
velopment.This visit
comes at a time when
the state government
is actively pursuing a
comprehensive devel-
opment plan to boost
industrial growth and
improve public infras
tructure.

It also reflects the
Chief Minister’s strat-
egy of strengthening
ties with the Central
Government to secure
long-term investment
and cooperation for
flagship state initia-
tives.After completing
his series of meetings
in the national capital,
Chief Minister Naidu
is scheduled to return
to Amaravati on Fri-
day night.

On Saturday, Decem-
ber 20, he will take part
in the ‘Swarna And
hra-Swachh Andhra’
program to be held in
Anakapalli district,
where he is expected to
address the public and
outline the state gov-
ernment’s vision for a
cleaner and more de-
veloped Andhra Pr
adesh.
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PrajaDarbar id to resolve people’s problems

Narasa Raopet MLA Dr. Chedalawada
Aravinda Babu Leads Swachh Bharat-
Swachh Andhra Cleanliness Drive

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Narasa Raopet (Pal-
nadu District): Continu-
ing his sustained efforts
to promote cleanliness
and public hygiene, N
arasa Raopet legislator
Dr. Chedalawada Ara-
vinda Babu personally
supervised a massive
cleanliness programme
on Thursday as part of
the Swachh Bharat-
Swachh Andhra Mis-
sion. The event, held in
the Narasa Raopet
court premises, drew
enthusiastic participa-
tion from municipal
staff, officials, and local
residents.The Swachh
Bharat Mission, lau
nched in 2014 by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, turned Mahatma
Gandhi’s dream of a
clean India into a natio
nwide civic mov ement.
The program me’s em-
phasis on sanitation
awareness, waste man-
agement, and open def-
ecation-free environ-
ments has transformed
urban and rural land-
scapes across India. Th
e Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has been im-

plementing the stat
e-specific Swachh And
hra Mission on the
same lines, with con-
sistent guidance from
the Swachh Andhra
Corporation. Regular
sanitation drives have
been organized in cities
and villages alike to em-
bed cleanliness into dai-
ly life.In line with these
efforts, Dr. Aravinda
Babu took the initiative
to conduct a special
drive in the Narasa Rao-
pet court campus.
Equipped with JCB
machinery and sup-
ported by groups of
sanitation workers,
teams removed accumu
lated garbage, stones,
and wild vegetation
from the premises. The
coordinated operation
turned the entire court
compound into a clean,
verdant, and orderly
space, reflecting the
MLA’s personal attentio
n to detail and commit-
ment to the mission’s
values.After overseeing
the clean-up, Dr. Ara-
vinda Babu engaged in
a light-hearted tennis
session at the court’s
own tennis facility,

sharlng amoment of re—
laxation with staff and
local youth. His friend-
ly gesture and active
participation symbol-
ized his “clean and heal
thy lifestyle” message—
encouraging citizens to
see cleanliness not just
as a civic duty, but as
part of everyday li ving.

Later, the MLA visit-
ed the busy Market Cen-
tre area, where he inter-
acted with small trader
s, shopkeepers, and
street vendors. Listen-
ing attentively to their
issues, he assured them

of actlve support from
the local administra-
tion, stating that “I am
always here for you.”
The personal contact
drew warm responses
from the crowd, rein-
forcing his image as an
accessible public repre-
sentative deeply con-
nected with the people
of his constituency.Lo-
cal citizens and civic
groups lauded Dr. Ara-
vinda Babu’s initiative,
noting that his visible
participation inspired
people to take up clean-
ing drives voluntarily

in their own localities.

Many residents ex-
pressed gratitude, say-
ing that such regular
activities would bring
lasting improvement to
public spaces and instill
habits of hygiene amo
ng all age groups.Lead-
ers from allied political
groups also joined the
programme, emphasiz-
ing collective responsi-
bility for achieving a cle
aner, greener environ
ment.

The initiative demon-
strated how coopera-
tion between officials,
elected representatives,
and local communities
can amplify the impact
of government mis-
sions on the ground.By
transforming routine
cleanliness drives into
participatory move-
ments, Dr. Chedalawada
Aravinda Babu contin-
ues to set an example of
hands-on leadership in
the Palnadu region
proving that genuine
civic change begins
with practical action,
citizen involvement,
and consistent political
will.

Government Appoints Senior IAS

Officers as In-charges for Five Districts

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Amaravathi: In a sig-
nificant administrative
move aimed at improving
coordination and ensur-
ing effective implementa-
tion of state policies, the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has appointed sen-
ior IAS officers as in-
charges for five districts.
The Government Chief
Secretary, K. Vijayanand,
issued formal orders an-
nouncing these appoint-
ments on Thursday.As
per the notification, G.
Veerapandian has been
appointed as the in-
charge officer for East
Godavari district, while
Prasanna Venkatesh will
take charge of Kakinada
district.

Malli Karjun will over-
see Bapatla district, Gan-
dham Chandrudu has
been assigned to Sri Sath-
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ya Sai district, and C.H.
Sridhar has been desig-
nated as the in-charge for
Nandyal district.Accord-
ing to official sources, the
appointment of senior
IAS officers as district in-
charges is intended to
strengthen the adminis-
tration’s reach at the

grassroots level. These of-
ficers will monitor the
progress of government
schemes, ensure inter-
departmental coordina-
tion, and work closely
with district collectors to
achieve the developmen-
tal goals set by the gov
ernment.

C hief Secretary K. Vi-
jayanand emphasized
that the in-charge offic-
ers will serve as a vital
link between the state-
level departments and
district administrations.
Their primary responsi-
bility will be to address
any gaps in the execution
of welfare programs, in-
frastructure projects, and
governance initiatives.
They are also expected to
submit periodic reports
to the General Adminis-
tration Department on
the performance and pro-
gress of various schemes.
This move comes as part
of the government’s bro
ader effort to accelerate
policy implementation
and ensure timely deliv-
ery of welfare bene fits.

It also reflects the ad-
ministration’s focus on
accountability and effi-
ciency across districts,
particularly in sectors

such as education, health-
care, agriculture, and ru-
ral development.By as-
signing senior IAS offic
ers to oversee multiple
districts, the government
aims to bring greater
oversight and strategic
direction to local gove
rnance.

The appointed officers,
known for their adminis-
trative experience and
service record, are ex-
pected to bring in-depth
supervision and collabo-
rative leadership to their
respective regions.The
appointments take effect
immediately.

Officials at the district
level have been instruct-
ed to extend full coopera-
tion to the newly appoint-
ed in-charge officers to
facilitate smooth coordi-
nation and accelerated
progress on all state-driv-
en initiatives.
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TDP Leaders All
YSRCP are Fake:

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Narasaraopet (Pal-
nadu District): Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) dis-
trict president Kommala-
pati Sridhar has laun
ched a scathing attack on
Chief Minister Y.S. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy and the
ruling YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP), alleging
that the much-publicized
“One Crore Signatures”
campaign is an orches-
trated drama filled with
forged and fabricated en-
tries.Speaking to the me-
dia at the TDP district
office in Palnadu, Srid-
har claimed that the YS-
RCP, facing an existen-
tial crisis and declining
popularity, was resorting
to political theatrics in

the name of mass signa-
ture drives.

He stated that many of
the so-called “voluntary
signatures” were, in real-
ity, created or manipu-
lated by YSRCP function-
aries to project artificial
public support.“The
truth will soon come out.
The people will know
how many signatures
were genuinely given by
citizens and how many
were created by YSRCP
leaders and workers
themselves,” Sridhar as-
serted. He further re-
marked that even street
vendors were eagerly
waiting to see the copies
of these signatures to
know whether their
names were forged with-

Hindupur Activists
Mount Campaign to
Make Town District
Headquarters

TPN BUREAU | De-
cember 18

ANANTAPUR: With
the reorganization of
districts in Andhra
Pradesh gaining mo-
mentum, Hindupur-
based organisations,
civic groups, and activ-
ists have intensified
their efforts to ensure
that Hindupur town is
declared the headquar-
ters of the newly pro-
posed Satya Sai dis-
trict. The local camp
aign, which has picked
up pace over the past
two weeks, is now
drawing widespread
attention from resi-
dents, traders, and po-
litical circles alike.

Leaders of the move-
ment argue that Hin-
dupur has all the nec-
essary infrastructure
and resources to func-
tion as an administra-
tive headquarters.
They point to the tow
n’s existing governm
ent offices, educational
institutions, and heal
thcare facilities as
strong reasons for se-
lection. The town al-
ready hosts major in-
stitutions including a
government hospital, a
long-standing munici-
pal setup, and exten-
sive rail and road con-
nectivity linking it to
Bengaluru and Anan
tapur.

Activists have also
highlighted the availa-
bility of vast govern-
ment lands on the out-
skirts of the town
suitable for the con-
struction of new ad-
ministrative complex-
es. “Hindupur is ge
ographically well-posi-
tioned and has been a
key commercial and
political centre for dec-
ades. Declaring it as
the headquarters
would be both practi-
cal and beneficial for
the people of the re-
gion,” said a local civic
activist associated

with the campaign.

The campaign ex-
pects major political
backing, particularly
from Hindupur MLA
and film actor Nanda-
muri Balakrishna. Lo-
cal groups are urging
Balakrishna to take an
active role in repre-
senting their demand
before the state govern-
ment. “Balakrishna
garu has always wor
ked for the develop-
ment of Hindupur. We
are confident he will
support this cause and
ensure the town gets
its due recognition,”
said one organiser.

Meanwhile, some
residents and local or-
ganisations from other
parts of the district
have been lobbying for
P uttaparthi to be na
med the district head-
quarters, citing its
global recognition as
the birthplace of spir-
itual leader Sri Sathya
Sai Baba and its estab-
lished tourism infra-
structure. However,
Hindupur campaign-
ers maintain that ad-
ministrative conveni-
ence and population
density should guide
the government’s decis
ion.

Officials from the
district administration
have not yet issued any
official statement re-
garding the final deci-
sion on the headquar-
ters. With growing
pressure from various
groups, the state gov-
ernment is likely to
take a final call after
assessing logistical fea-
sibility, population
concentration, and po-
litical consensus.For
now, Hindupur’s resi-
dents remain united in
their appeal, hoping
the town’s historic sig-
nificance and strong
infrastructure will
swing the decision in
their favor.

out their knowledge.
Accusing Chief Minis-
ter Jagan of authoritar-
ian tendencies, Sridhar
said, “Even YSRCP’s
own leaders are frustrat-

POLITICAL

ed with Jagan’s one-man
rule and unilateral style
of functioning. This gov-
ernment operates not for
development but for
deception.”Turning his

focus to the controversy
over the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) mod-
el, Sridhar criticized the
YSRCP’s opposition to
PPP-based developmen-

tal projects, particularly
in the construction of
medical colleges.

He lamented that
while the world has rec-
ognized the PPP model
as a universally ac-
claimed method for effi-
cient infrastructure de-
velopment, the ruling
party seems ignorant of
its merits and broad so-
cial benefits.“It is a sham
e that the Chief Minister
and YSRCP leaders do
not understand the value
and purpose of PPP.
Their opposition only ex-
poses their lack of un-
derstanding or their op-
portunistic politics,”
Sridhar commented.

He questioned wheth-
er YSRCP leaders could
claim that there was no
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private participation or
non-governmental in-
volvement in the infra-
structure projects initi-
ated during their regime.
Sridhar emphasized that
even in Parliament, com-
mittees have endorsed
the PPP system for its po-
tential to strengthen
public infrastructure
through private collabo-
ration. “If Jagan really
believes PPP is harmful,
does he have the courage
to make his party MPs
protest against parlia-
mentary committee rec-
ommendations?” Srid-
har challenged.He
concluded by urging peo-
ple to see through what
he called the “false prop-
aganda and hypocrisy”
of the ruling party.

ege “One Crore Signatures™ of
PP Model Misunderstood by Govt

Sridhar called upon
citizens to recognize the
value of transparent gov-
ernance and evidence-
based development, sug-
gesting that the TDP
remains committed to
people’s welfare and ac-
countability. The TDP
district chief’s remarks
signal an intensification
of the party’s campaign
against the YSRCP ahead
of the upcoming local
elections.

Political observers say
the issue of fake signa-
tures and rejection of
the PPP model could be-
come flashpoints in the
ongoing political tussle
between the two major
parties in Andhra
Pradesh.

Lanka Dinakar Calls for Structural Reforms in
MGNREGA to Enhance Transparency and Impact

TPN Bureau | December 18

Vijayawada : The Chairman
of the Twenty Points Pro-
gramme (Viksit Bharat-Swar-
na Andhra) of the Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh,
Lanka Dinakar, has empha-
sized the urgent need for com-
prehensive structural reforms
in the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act MGNREGA) to
ensure efficiency, transparen-
cy, and greater outcomes in the
rural employment sector.The
proposal came after a state-
wide review meeting held in
Vijayawada, where officials
presented district-wise pro-
gress reports on the imple-
mentation of MGNREGA
across all 26 districts.

The review, conducted un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, examined current per-

formance, pending works, la-
bour participation levels, and
fund utilization patterns.Dina-
kar, who chaired the detailed
discussions, pointed out that
the scheme’s original objec-
tives securing rural liveli-
hoods through guaranteed em-
ployment and creating durable
assets were being undermined
due to administrative delays,
poor monitoring systems, and
inadequate coordination be-
tween departments.

He noted that reforms were
needed to align the employ-
ment guarantee scheme with
the state’s long-term develop-
ment vision under the Swarna
Andhra Mission.“MGNREGA
is not just an employment pro-
gramme but a pillar of rural
development. However, to
achieve the desired outcomes,
we must introduce structural
changes to enhance transpar-

ency, ensure timely payments,
and link assets created under
this programme to the state’s
developmental priorities,” Di-
nakar remarked. He under-
lined that the Naidu-led gov-
ernment was committed to
revamping welfare and devel-
opment initiatives through
transparent governance mech-
anisms and evidence-based
monitoring. Dinakar also
stressed the importance of lev-
eraging technology for real-
time tracking of work pro-
gress, wage payments, and
social audits. He suggested
strengthening the role of local
bodies and beneficiary com-
munities in planning and exe-
cution. “Empowering Gram
Panchayats and involving self-
help groups can ensure that
works undertaken truly ad-
dress local needs such as water
conservation, afforestation,

rural roads, and agricultural
support infrastructure,” he
said. During the review, offi-
cials discussed the need to ad-
dress seasonal job demand
fluctuations, which often lead
to wage delays. Dinakar pro-
posed designing an Integrated
Rural Employment Frame-
work that ties MGNREGA
with state flagship initiatives
like Mission Water Grid,
Smart Agriculture, and Rural
Infrastructure Development.
He also called for the introduc-
tion of performance-based
metrics at the mandal and dis-
trict levels to identify best-per-
forming districts and replicate
their success across the state.

The Twenty Points Pro-
gramme Committee will soon
submit a comprehensive re-
form roadmap to the Chief
Minister, outlining short-term
and long-term measures for

improving the scheme’s effi-
ciency.Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu, while review-
ing the findings, reportedly
welcomed the reform proposal
and directed officials to ensure
accountability, uniformity in
implementation, and prompt
grievance redressal.

He reiterated that every wel-
fare programme must adhere
to the government’s core prin-
ciples of transparency, effi-
ciency, and inclusiveness.Di-
nakar concluded that Andhra
Pradesh’s vision of becoming
a “Developed State within a
Developed India (Viksit Bha
rat-Swarna Andhra)” re-
quires transformative govern-
ance and modernized rural
development models, with
MGNREGA playing a pivotal
role in achieving sustainable
livelihood security for mil-
lions of rural families.

Jagan Submits One Grore
Signatures to Governor Opposing
Privatization of Medical Colleges

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Vijayawada, : YSR
Congress Party presi-
dent and former Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy has described
the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment’s move to pri-
vatize state-run medical
colleges as “the biggest
scam in the country.” On
Thursday, Jagan submit-
ted to Governor Abdul
Nazir at Raj Bhavan a
memorandum contain-
ing over one crore signa-
tures collected from peo-
ple across the state
opposing the decision.

Speaking to media out-
side Raj Bhavan, Jagan
said the signature cam-
paign reflects the wide-
spread public outrage
against what he called an
“unjust and anti-people”
decision by Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s government.
“Privatizing government
medical colleges is not
just a policy change—it
is an assault on access to
affordable healthcare
and education for poor
and middle-class fami-
lies,” he said.

Jagan added that the
submission of 1,04,11,136
signatures marks a his-
toric moment in the cou
ntry’s democratic move-
ments. “Such a massive
people’s campaign might
be unprecedented in In-
dian history,” he said.
The campaign began on
October 10, following the
YSRCP’s call for a state-
wide movement against

-

privatization.

Through the program
titled ‘Rachabanda,’ par-
ty leaders and volunteers
visited every village, tow
n, and ward to explain
the likely consequences
of the privatization plan
and collect public signa-
tures.According to Jag-
an, large rallies were or-
ganized across all
Assembly constituencies
on November 12 and De-
cember 10, followed by
district-level marches on
December 15 displaying
the signed petitions.

The collected docu-
ments were later brought
to the party headquar-
ters and then presented
to the Governor for offi-
cial submission.Calling
the state’s decision “irra-
tional and insensitive,”
Jagan urged the govern-
ment to reconsider. He
questioned the reason-

ing behind privatizing
educational and health
institutions that primar-
ily serve the underprivi-
leged. “Why does the gov-
ernment run schools,
hospitals, and RT'C buses
across the country? Be-
cause private institu-
tions cannot cater to the
poor.

If the state withdraws
from its responsibility,
the common man will be
left in distress,” he as-
serted.Jagan concluded
by demanding that the
government immediate-
ly withdraw the privati-
zation proposal and pro-
tect the public nature of
medical education in the
state. “This is not just a
political issue but a mor-
al one—about the future
of our youth and equita-
ble access to healthcare,”
he emphasized.

Jagan Submits One Crore Signatures to
Governor Opposing Privatization of
Medical Colleges

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18

Vijayawada: Former
Chief Minister and
YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) president Y. S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy
has called the privati-
zation of medical col-
leges in Andhra Pra
desh “the biggest scam
in the country,” while
leading a massive peo-
ple’s movement again
st the state governm
ent’s decision.On Thu
rsday, Jagan submitted
over one crore signa-
tures collected from
citizens opposing the
privatization move to
Governor S. Abdul Na-
zeer at the Raj Bhavan
in Vijayawada.

Addressing the me-
dia later, he said the
initiative reflects the
voice of the people and
their resolve to safe-
guard public education
and healthcare.“This
is a historic moment,”
Jagan said, noting that
exactly 1,04,11,136 sig-
natures were gathered
in protest. “Never be-
fore in the country’s
history has such a la
rge-scale people’s mo
vement taken place for
a cause like this,” he
added.

According to Jagan,
the YSRCP launched
the anti-privatization
campaign on October
7, following the govern-
ment’s proposal to
hand over certain med-
ical colleges to private
hands. From October

10 to December 10, the
party organized ‘Ra-
cha Banda’ awareness
programs across vil-

lages, towns, and
wards, explaining the
negative consequences
of privatization to the
public and mobilizing
their participation
through signatures.
Subsequent to the
grassroots campaign,
large rallies were held
in every Assembly con-
stituency on Novem-
ber 12 and again on De-
cember 10.

The collected signa-
ture documents were
then brought to dis-
trict centers, displayed
in public rallies on De-
cember 15, and later
transferred to the par-
ty headquarters before
submission to the Gov-
ernor. Explaining the
purpose of the move-
ment, Jagan said, “We
appealed to the Gover-
nor not only to under-
stand the injustice be-
ing done by Chief
Minister Chandrababu

Naidu through privati-
zation but also to take
note of the people’s
aspirations".

Criticizing the state
government’s policy,
Jagan questioned the
rationale behind pri-
vatizing vital public
institutions. “Why doe
s the government run
schools, hospitals, and
RTC buses across the
country? Because the
poor and middle-class
people cannot afford
private institutions.
The government has a
responsibility to serve
and protect them,” he
asserted.

Calling the privati-
zation decision “irra-
tional and short-sight-
ed,” Jagan urged the
government to recon-
sider its stand in the
best interests of future
generations, emphasiz-
ing that welfare and ac-
cess to education and
health must remain
the government’s duty;,
not a commercial
concern.
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Venkaiah Naidu Urges Citizens to
es for ndla s Progress

TPN Bureau | Decem
ber 18

Vijayawada | Gudi-
vada, Krishna District:
Former Vice President
M. Venkaiah Naidu
called upon every citizen
to perform their respec-
tive duties responsibly to
help India move forward
as a stronger and more
developed nation. He
said that the country has
already made significant
progress across multiple
sectors and is now enter-
ing a new era of compre-
hensive growth.

Speaking at the vale-
dictory celebrations of
the AANR College in Gu-
divada, Naidu observed
that India’s transforma-
tion over the past decade
has been remarkable. Cit-
ing the latest report of
the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), he
pointed out that India is
the fastest-growing ma-
jor economy in the world.
“India has emerged as
one of the leading na-
tions driving global
growth. The IMF’s report
clearly shows our eco-
nomic resilience and po-
tential,” he remarked.

Highlighting the con-

Rt O

fulfil Their Duti

tribution of Indians
abroad, Naidu said that
nearly half of the lead-
ing doctors in the United
States are of Indian ori-

gin. “This shows the
strength, intelligence,
and hard work of our
people. We are succeed-
ing abroad because of
our strong foundation at
home that is why we are
winning at home and
shining globally,” he
said, drawing applause
from the audience.He
urged the younger gen-
eration, particularly stu-
dents, to take full advan-

tage of opportunities in
the digital era. “Nine
years ago, only 15 percent
of people were using dig-
ital services.

Today, because of the
‘Digital India’ initiative,
that figure has risen to 48
percent. This transfor-
mation opens enormous
opportunities for innova-
tion, entrepreneurship,
and education,” he noted.
Naidu advised students
to focus more keenly on
developing digital and
technological skills to re-
main competitive in the
changing global environ-

District Steps Up Paddy
Procurement; Government

Sends Excess Stock to
Kakinada Mills for Milling

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18

Vijayawada: The on-
going paddy procure-
ment drive in the dis-
trict has gained mo
mentum, with officials
reporting that nearly
30,000 metric tonnes of
paddy have already
been purchased from
farmers at the Mini-
mum Support Price
(MSP). However, due to
the limited milling ca-
pacity of the local
mills, the government
has decided to shift a
part of the stock to
Kakinada district for
processing.

As part of this ini-
tiative, around 2,700
metric tonnes of paddy
were dispatched from
Tenali to Kakinada on
Wednesday evening
through railway wag-
ons. This marks the
first phase of large-
scale transportation of
paddy outside the dis-
trict for milling. Offi-
cials explained that
under the Custom Mill-
ing Rice (CMR) sys-
tem, paddy is usually
processed in local mills

before being supplied
to the Mid-Day Meal
(MDM) scheme in gov-
ernment schools.
However, this sea-
son, the 20 rice mills
operating under CMR
in the district have
been found inadequate
to handle the current
procurement volume.
The government’s plan
ensures that the local
demand is fully met
first. Once the re-
quired quantity is al-
lotted for both CMR
and MDM schemes,
surplus stocks collect-
ed from different dis-
tricts will be shifted to
Kakinada mills for
milling. The milled
rice will then be dis-
tributed back through
the CMR network to
support the MDM pro-
gram across the state.
The total Kharif
paddy procurement
target for the district
has been set at 50,000
metric tonnes. Offi-
cials have initiated the
purchase process acros
s designated cluster-
based procurement
centers, enabling farm-

ers to sell their pro-
duce conveniently.
With a steady inflow of
paddy from farmers en
couraged by the guar-
anteed MSP, more than
half of the target has
already been achieved.

District authorities
expressed confidence
that the remaining pro-
curement will be com-
pleted soon, ensuring
that all eligible farm-
ers benefit from the
MSP program. They
also emphasized that
shifting the milling op-
erations to Kakinada is
a temporary measure
aimed at preventing
delays and ensuring
timely processing of
the grain for various
welfare programs.

By streamlining pad-
dy procurement, inter-
district coordination,
and milling opera-
tions, the government
aims to both support
farmers with fair price
realization and ensure
uninterrupted rice
supply to welfare sch
emes across Andhra
Pradesh.

VIJAYAWADA

ment. At the same time,
he reminded that the na-
tion still faces challenges
that demand collective
attention. “Eighteen per-
cent of our population
still lives below the pov-
erty line. We must ensure
that prosperity and wel-
fare reach every section
of society. True develop-
ment will be achieved
only when it becomes in-
clusive,” he emphasized.
Naidu prai sed India’s
progress not only in the
economic domain but
also in diplomacy, tech-
nology, and social re-

forms. “The country is
unveiling a new era —
economically, socially,
and diplomatically. Our
achievements in foreign
policy, infrastructure,
and technology are a tes-
tament to India’s rising
stature,” he said.

He reiterated that good
governance, moral val-
ues, and civic responsi-
bility are vital to sustain-
ing this momentum.
“Governments can make
policies, but people must
practice discipline, hon-
esty, and duty in every-
day life. If everyone per-
forms their role respo
nsibly from politician to
teacher, farmer to stu-
dent our country will
march ahead with confi-
dence and pride,” he
said.

High Court Judge Jus-
tice Battu Devanand, for-
mer MP Kavuri Samba-
siva Rao, MLAs Veniga
ndlaRamuand Kamineni
Srinivas, and several lo-
cal dignitaries attended
the event. The celebrati
ons concluded with felici-
tations to distinguished
alumni and cultural pro-
grams showcasing local
talent.
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TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18

Tadepalli, News To-
day: A vibrant celebra-
tion of talent, innova-
tion, and youth power
is set to unfold as the
Andhra Pradesh State
Youth Festival 2025 be-
gins on December 18 at
the KL Deemed Univer-
sity campus in Vad-
deswaram, Tadepalli
Mandal. The three-day
festival (December 18—
20), organized by the
Andhra Pradesh Youth
Services Department,
will bring together stu-
dents, entrepreneurs,
and NRIs in a dynamic
forum titled “Andhra
Yuva Sankalp 2K25.”

Over a hundred stu-
dent volunteers from
various colleges have
taken charge of organ-
izing the event, work-
ing in three commit-
tees to prepare and
beautify the campus
for the grand occasion.
Youth from all 26 dis-
tricts of Andhra Prad
esh are set to partici-
pate, making it one of
the largest youth gath-
erings in the state in

AP Youth Festival 2025 Begins
at KI.Unwer3|tyTadepaII|

recent years. The festi-
val will be inaugurated
on Thursday morning
at 10 a.m. by Education
Minister Nara Lokesh,
in the pre sence of sev-
eral cabinet ministers,
senior officials, and
university represen
tatives.

The organizers noted
that the event symbol-
izes the collective en-
ergy of young minds
shaping the future of
the state. A wide range
of competitions and
cultural events are
lined up across the fes-
tival days, including
folk dances, songs, sto-
rytelling, painting, and
poetry contests. The
event will also feature
inspirational address-
es from notable guests,
entrepreneurs, NRIs,
and student leaders. To

engage the overseas
Telugu community, a
special online partici-
pation platform has
been created, allowing
global youth to join vir-
tually and share their
experiences.

In addition to cultur-
al showcases, the festi-
val will include several
thematic seminars and
workshops focused on
future-oriented topics
such as sports, physical
fitness, lifestyle and
wellness, technological
innovation, artificial
intelligence, and green
energy. The highlight
sessions—“Golden A
ndhra - Vikasit Bharat
20477 and youth inno-
vation showcases—aim
to spark meaningful
dialogue about Andhra
Pradesh’s role in In-
dia’s growth story.

Negligence at Vijayawada Bus Stand: RTC
Officials’ Apathy Putting Lives at Risk

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Vijayawada: A shock-
ing incident at the Pan-
dit Nehru Bus Station
(PNBS), popularly kn
own as Vijayawada Bus
Stand, has once again
raised serious concerns
about passenger safety
and administrative neg-
ligence within the And
hra Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation
(APSRTC). A woman sus-
tained severe injuries af-
ter being hit by a speed-
ing RTC bus inside the
station premises, leaving
both her legs crushed.

According to eyewit-
nesses, the woman was
attempting to cross the
internal bus lane near
Bay No. 14 when a bus
driven at high speed ran
over her feet. Onlookers
rushed to assist the vic-
tim and alerted the local
police and ambulance
services. She was imme-
diately taken to Govern-
ment General Hospital,
Vijayawada, where doc-
tors confirmed multiple
fractures and severe tis-
sue injuries to both legs.
Her condition is said to
be critical but stable.Pas-
sengers and bystanders
blamed the reckless driv-
ing of some RTC drivers

and the complete lack of
enforcement by offi cials.

“Buses move at dan-
gerous speeds even in-
side the stand. Passen-
gers have no safe walk
way. Accidents keep hap-
pening, but no one takes
responsibility,” com-
plained a regular com-
muter. This is not the
first time such a tragedy
has occurred at the Vi-
jayawada Bus Stand. In
previous incidents, sev-
eral passengers have lost
their lives under similar
circumstances. Reports
indicate that in one ma-
jor mishap earlier this
year, five people were
killed when a bus lost co

ntrol while entering the
stand.

Despite repeated war
nings and previous acci-
dents, no concrete safety
measures have been im-
plemented.The sprawl-
ing PNBS handles thou-
sands of passengers and
hundreds of buses daily,
making it one of the bus-
iest transport hubs in
South India. However,
despite its volume and
importance, safety proto-
cols appear grossly inad-
equate. There are no ded-
icated pedestrian lanes
within the main bus mov
ement areas, and speed-
control mechanisms
such as rumble strips or
automatic barriers are

either dysfunctional or
absent.

When contacted, AP-
SRTC officials claimed
that drivers are regular-
ly instructed to slow
down inside station lim-
its and follow safety pro-
tocols. However, com-
muters allege these
guidelines remain only
on paper. “The focus
seems to be entirely on
maximizing revenue and
turnaround time for bus-
es. Passenger safety is
clearly being neglected,”
said a local trade union
leader representing
transport workers.

Experts say the need
for a comprehensive
safety audit at Vijayawa-

da Bus Stand is urgent.
They recommend strict
implementation of speed
limits, installation of
surveillance cameras
with penalty mechanism
s, and better lane segre-
gation for pedestrians.
Additionally, there is
growing demand for pe-
riodic driver training
and refresher courses
emphasizing passenger
safety and station
discipline.

Local citizens’ groups
have now demanded im-
mediate action from the
APSRTC management
and city traffic police to
prevent such incidents.
They urge authorities to
introduce mandatory
safety drills and appoint
safety marshals to moni-
tor driver conduct with-
in the bus stand prem
ises.

The latest accident has
once again exposed the
dangerous mix of negli-
gence, apathy, and lack
of accountability that
continues to endanger
thousands of daily com-
muters.Unless officials
act swiftly and decisively;,
the Vijayawada Bus
Stand may continue to be
a d anger zone rather
than a gateway for safe
public transport.

Digital Transformation at Vijayawada's Kanaka
Durga Temple: All Services Go Online

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Vijayawada: In a major
step toward promoting
cashless transactions,
the Sri Durga Malles
wara Swamy Varla Dev-
asthanam (Kanaka Dur-
ga Temple) in Vijayawa-
da has announced that
all temple-related servic-
es, including darshan
and offerings, will now
be fully managed thr
ough online and digital
payment systems. Acting
on government direc-
tives to enhance trans-
parency and conveni-
ence through digit
alization, temple author-
ities have put compre-
hensive arrangements in
place to replace cash-
based operations with
digital alternatives.

Temple Executive Of-
ficer (EO) Siva Shree-

nath Nayak revealed on
Wednesday that devotees
can now avail of all ma-
jor services digitally.
These include darshan
tickets, direct and indi-
rect seva bookings, ac-
commodation services,
prasadam purchase, hair
tonsure payments, and
donations. “We appeal to
devotees to make use of
the online services and
support the governme
nt’s initiative toward a

A k. -1y
cashless ecosystem ” he
said.To ensure smoo th
implementation, special
targets have been as-
signed to major temples
across Andhra Pradesh
to encourage digital pay-
ment usage.

Each temple is being
ranked based on the vol-
ume of online transac-
tions recorded daily. In
the latest rankings re-
leased on Wednesday, the
Srisailam Bhramaramba

Mallikarjuna Swamy
Temple stood first in the
state, while the Kanaka
Durga Temple secured
the second position by
recording the sale of 947
online tickets in a single
day.

EO Shreenath Nayak
further informed that
devotees can easily book
tickets through two offi-
cial websites, a dedicated
mobile application, and
even via WhatsApp. The
se multiple digital touch-
points are designed to in-
crease accessibility and
ease for visitors coming
from across the region
and beyond.The move
also targets the eradica-
tion of malpractice and
irregularities that have
occurred in physical
ticket sales in the past.

Until now, most trans-
action activities were
handled manually, leav-

ing scope for manipula-
tion and inconvenience
to devotees. With the new
digital system in place,
all such loopholes are ex-
pected to be closed per-
manently. To facilitate
this change, the temple
management has en-
sured that a wide range
of payment methods in-
cluding UPI, debit and
credit cards, and online
wallets will be available
for devotees to complete
transactions seamlessly.

This initiative marks a
significant stride in the
government’s mission to
digitalize temple man-
agement systems state-
wide, reinforcing trans-
parency, efficiency, and
convenience for millions
of devotees who visit
Andhra Pradesh’s re-
nowned temples each
year.
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

Narasaraopet (Pal-
nadu District): Students
of Sri Subbaraya and N
arayana (SS & N) Col-
lege, Narasaraopet, br
ought laurels to their in-
stitution by clinching
eight medals — two gold,
two silver, and four bro
nze — at the 48th Achar-
ya Nagarjuna University
(ANDU) Inter-Collegiate
Athletics Champion-
ships 2025. The three-day
event was held from De-

and discipline.

“Our students have
showcased exceptional
performance at the uni-
versity level, reflecting
the standard of sports
training and academic
balance maintained at
SS & N College,” he stat-
ed.Among the standout
performers was K. Pras
anna Kumar, who emerg
ed as a double medalist.
He sprinted to gold in the
100 meters with an im-
pressive timing of 10.70

cember 10to12at KVR &
MKR College, Khajipa
lem.In a press release on
Thursday, College Prin-
cipal Dr. M.S. Sudheer
congratulated the medal-
winning athletes and
praised their dedication

seconds. He also bagged
the silver medal in the
110 meters hurdles, clo

cking 14.90 seconds.

Additionally, he was
part of the 4x100 meters
relay team that secured
the bronze medal for the
college.Another remark-

TDP Conducts IVRS
Survey on MPs’
Performance; Bapatla
Constituency Becomes
Talking Point

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18

Chirala | Bapatla:
The Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) high com-
mand has initiated a
performance review
of its Members of Par-
liament through an
IVRS (Interactive
Voice Response Sys-
tem) survey conduct-
ed on Tuesday, trigger-
ing extensive disc
ussion across the sta
te. The move is seen as
part of the party’s
broader strategy to
evaluate its represent-
atives’ public image
and efficiency ahead
of upcoming political
developments.

According to sourc-
es, the survey covered
all TDP Lok Sabha
MPs, seeking public
feedback on their per-
formance in their re-
spective constituen-
cies. Among them,
Bapatla MP and Lok
Sabha Panel Speaker
Tenneti Krishna Pras-
ad has become the
subject of widespread
local attention after
numerous voters re-
ported receiving calls
asking them to rate
his performance.In
Bapatla constituency,
many residents re-
ceived IVRS calls from
the number 86453
19463, inviting them to
participate in the pub-
lic feedback initiat
ive.

The automated mes-
sage reportedly asked
voters to press 1 if the
MP’s performance w
as good, 2 if it was av-
erage, and 3 if they we
re dissatisfied with
his work. Within hou
rs, social media plat-
forms and local circles
were abuzz with dis-

cussions about these
survey calls — with
many interpreting it
as a “mid-term evalu-
ation” by the TDP le
adership.

Political observers
believe that this exer-
cise is part of the
TDP’s attempt to un-
derstand ground-level
perceptions directly
from the electorate
rather than relying
solely on local reports
or leaders’ claims.
The party, which is
keen on strengthening
its performance-driv-
en image, seems deter-
mined to identify both
popular and under-
performing MPs be-
fore the next election
cycle.

In the case of Ten-
neti Krishna Prasad,
who has been active
both in Delhi and
within his constitu-
ency, the feedback pro-
cess has drawn par-
ticular interest. Many
see this as a test of his
ability to balance par-
liamentary responsi-
bilities with local de-
velopment and outre
ach.Party insiders
suggest that the re-
sults of this IVRS sur-
vey will help the cen-
tral leadership stra
tegize future roles,
candidate selection,
and constituency fo-
cus areas.

However, the open
nature of the survey
has also made it a sub-
ject of public debate
and curiosity in politi-
cal and media circles.
As discussions contin-
ue, the Bapatla con-
stituency remains in
the spotlight, symbol-
izing how modern po-
litical parties increas-
ingly turn to techno

able athlete, CHVM Gu-
rushankar, dominated
the middle-distance
track events. He won the
gold medal in the 800 me-

Vajpayee’s Bronze statue unveiled

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 18

BAPATLA: The Atal-
Modi Suparipalana Bus
Yatra continued in Bap-
atla on Tuesday, with rul-
ing coalition leaders un-
veiling a bronze statue
of former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and addressing a large
public gathering.

Energy Minister Got-
tipati Ravi Kumar, Min-
isters Anagani Satyapra
sad and Kolusu Parthasa
rathi, and BJP State
President PVN Madhav
unveiled the statue as

REGIONAL

ters with a timing of 2.02
seconds and added a sil-
ver medal in the 200 me-
ters, completing the sp
rint in 23.19 seconds. He

part of the programme.
Madhav said unveiling
Vajpayee’s statue in the
presence of three minis-
ters was a proud mo-
ment. He said coalition
leaders were actively
participating in the
yatra and public meet-
ings to reach out to peo-
ple. Recalling Vajpayee’s
political journey, Mad-
hav referred to his role
in the freedom move-
ment, early imprison-
ment and lifelong dedica-
tion to the nation. He
highlighted Vajpayee’s
ability to unite non-Con-

also contributed to the
4x100 meters relay team,
helping them clinch a
bronze medal alongside
his teammates.

gress parties and earn
respect across political
lines.

Madhav also spoke
about Vajpayee’s parlia-
mentary career, his advo-
cacy for national inte-
gration, his stand on
issues such as Kashmir,
his role in Goa’s libera-
tion movement and his
strong interventions on
national security.

He said Vajpayee’s
leadership during the
1998 nuclear tests firmly
placed India on the glob-
al stage.

Energy Minister Got-

The relay team, which
included MV Raviteja
and P. Vamsi in addition
to Prasanna Kumar and
Gurushankar, displayed
strong coordination and
speed, earning bronze
medals for their perfor-
mance in a tough compe-
tition that saw participa-
tion from several top
colleges under Acharya
Nagarjuna University.
The management of SS
& N College expressed
immense pride in their
students’ accompl ish-
men ts.

Managing Committee
President K. Vijay Ku-
mar, Secretary and Cor-
respondent (and former
Municipal Chairperson)
N. Subbarayagupta, and
Joint Secretary U. Ven-

in Bapatla

tipati Ravi Kumar de-
scribed Vajpayee as an
“Ajata Shatru” of Indian
politics and recalled his
long parliamentary ca-
reer, including three
terms as Prime Minister.
He said Vajpayee priori-
tised infrastructure-led
development, citing the
Golden Quadrilateral
project and rural road
expansion that strength-
ened national connect iv-
ity. Minister Anagani
Satyap rasad praised
Madhav for strengthen-
ing coordination within
the coalition and steer-
ing the yatra. He said the
coalition government,
after completing one
year, was engaging with
the public to explain its
development initiatives
and added that installing
Vajpayee’s statues across
districts would help
younger generations un-
derstand his legacy.

Minister Kolusu Par-
thasarathi said Vajpayee
consistently placed na-
tional interest above per-
sonal or party considera-
tions and upheld high
standards of parliamen-
tary discipline.

Leaders urged party
workers to take the coali-
tion government’s devel-
opment programmes to
the public.

Durgi Police Under Fire for Alleged
Corruption and Civil Interference

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18

Durgi: Palnadu Dis-
trict’s Durgi Police Sta-
tion has come under
intense public scrutiny;,
with growing allega-
tions that its opera-
tions have strayed far
from the principles of
justice and transpar-
ency. Locals accuse the
police of turning the
station into a hub for
“civil settlements”
driven by money and
personal interests rath-
er than the rule of law.

Residents allege that
civil disputes—ranging
from property conflicts
to domestic issues are
increasingly being “re-
solved” within the po-
lice station instead of
through proper legal
channels. According to
complaints, justice in
Durgi now depends not
on the facts of a case
but on who can pay mo
re. Reports claim that
before any action is tak-
en, both parties are ex-
pected to pay heavy
“service charges” ei-
ther directly or through
middlemen who roam
freely around the sta-
tion, deciding rates for
every kind of case or

settlement.

The situation has
generated deep fear
among locals, who see
the police station not as
a protector of citizens
but as a source of in-
timidation. Many al-
lege that caste consid-
erations and favoritism
have further poisoned
the fairness of local po-
licing. Adding to the
controversy, locals
charge that the Durgi
Police have turned a

blind eye to illegal ac-
tivities such as ration
rice smuggling, gutkha
trade, and granite
transport. These illicit
operations, they claim,
continue unhindered
as long as the operators
pay regular bribes.
“No crime happens
here without police
knowledge,” said one
resident.A recent prop-
erty dispute in Ob-
ulesunipalle village
has escalated the de-

bate. Two brothers re-
portedly clashed over
ancestral land, and po-
lice allegedly took sides
after receiving money
from one of them. The
elder brother’s son has
now approached the
High Court, citing har-
assment and police
abuse. When the family
raised objections, po-
lice officers allegedly
used foul language and
issued threats, vowing
to “trap” them in false
cases.

Further outrage has
spread as locals accuse
some officers of tolerat-
ing or even supporting
illegal gambling and
card dens in the man-
dal. Critics argue that,
instead of curbing vic-
es, police have indirect-
ly facilitated them.Resi-
dents have now called
upon district police au-
thorities and the State
Home Department to
launch an impartial in-
vestigation. “We want
justice, not extortion,”
said a local activist. Th
e allegations, if proven,
point to a disturbing
erosion of trust in law
enforcement a danger-
ous sign for democracy
itself.
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$3 &N Gollege Students Shine at ANU Inter-Collegiate
Athletics Meet —Win 8 Medals Including Two Golds

kata Appa Rao extended
their heartfelt congratu-
lations to the young ath-
letes. They commended
the physical education
department for its con-
tinuous efforts in en-
couraging sports and fit-
ness culture on campus.
Vice-Principal Dr. P.
Srinivasa Sai, Physical
Director Dr. Yakkala Ma
dhusudana Rao, teach-
ing, and non-teaching
staff members joined in
felicitating the win ners.

The management reit-

erated its commitment to
promoting sporting tal-
ent and providing ad-
vanced training facili-
ties to nurture future
champions.The Princi-
pal concluded by noting
that the students’ suc-

cess at the university-

level athletic meet is a

reflection of their perse-
verance, teamwork, and
the college’s emphasis
on holistic education.
“These victories not only
bring glory to SS & N
College but also inspire
other students to pursue
excellence in sports
along with academics,”
Dr.

Sudheer said.With this
achievement, SS & N Col-
lege once again affirmed
its position as one of the
leading institutions in

Palnadu District contrib-

uting to both academic
and sporting excellence
under the Acharya Na-
garjuna University um
brella.

Bapatla Girl Komala Sai
Vadalashetti Shines as
Miss Andhra Pradesh
2025 Runner-Up

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 18

Bapatla: Bapatla,
Andhra Pradesh -
Bringing pride to her
hometown, Bapatla’s
own Komala Sai Vada-
lashetti has emerged
as the runner-up in
the prestigious Miss
Andhra Pradesh 2025
beauty pageant, held
recently in Vijayawa-
da. Daughter of Amal-
pura Municipal Com-
missioner Nirmal
Kumar who earlier
served as the Bapatla
Municipal Commis-
sioner Komala im-
pressed judges and
audiences alike with
her elegance, intelli-
gence, and confidence.
The event, held at SS
Convention Hall in Vi-
jayawada, witnessed
participation from
over 25 contestants
representing districts
across the state.

Across multiple
rounds focusing on
fashion, culture, and
talent, Komala stood
out with her distinct
poise and personality.
Her grace on the run-
way combined with
thoughtful articula-
tion during the ques-
tion-and-answer seg-
ment won her wide
acclaim from both the
jury and spectators.
Hailing from Bhima-
varipalem in Bapatla
town, Komala reflect-
ed on her journey as
one defined by hard
work and dedication.

She acknowledged
the unwavering sup-
port of her family as a
key factor in her suc-
cess. Speaking after
being crowned run-

ner-up, she empha-
sized that the contest
was not merely about
external beauty but
also a celebration of
personality, intellect,
and self-confidence.
Her responses in the
final round especially
struck a chord, high-
lighting her aware-
ness of social issues
and her commitment
to women’s empower-
ment. Komala ex-
pressed her desire to
use this platform to
promote education
and gender equality
across Andhra Pra
desh. “This recogni-
tion motivates me to
do more for young
women and help them
realize their true po-
tential,” she said.Resi-
dents of Bapatla have
lauded her achieve-
ment, calling it a mo-
ment of collective
pride for the town.
Many see her suc-
cess as a source of in-
spiration for local
youth, particularly
young women aspir-
ing to make their
mark in public are-
nas. Komala’s achieve-
ment not only under-
scores the growing
presence of Andhra
Pradesh women on
national beauty and
talent platforms but
also demonstrates ho
w smaller-town par-
ticipants are breaking
barriers with their
talent, confidence,
and social awareness.
With this milestone,
she continues to chart
her journey forward
as both a role model
and an advocate for
empowerment.




POLT

m HYDERABAD, FRIDAY, DECEMBER, 19.12.2025

F A
(TR
ANDHRA PRADESH

tnaia’s Sundise State

»

Hyderabad, India — In rec-
ognition of his unparalleled
contributions to transforming
Andhra Pradesh into one of In-
dia’s most business-friendly
states, Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu has been select-
ed for the prestigious Business
Reformer of the Year award by
The Economic Times. This
highly esteemed recognition
celebrates Naidu’s relentless
efforts to modernize the state’s
industrial ecosystem, foster an
environment conducive to
large-scale investments, and
implement forward-thinking
policies that have helped shape

15

consistent track record in pro-
moting business reforms. The
jury was composed of some of
the most influential figures in
Indian business, including
Sunil Bharti Mittal, Chairman
of Bharti Group; Sajjan Jindal,
Chairman of JSW Group;
Uday Kotak, Founder and CEO
of Kotak Mahindra Bank; Dr.
Devi Shetty, Founder of Naray-
ana Health; senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi; and
Noel Tata, Chairman of Tata
Trusts. Deloitte, a leading glob-
al professional services firm,
acted as the knowledge partner
for the jury.

for the Business Reformer of
the Year award highlights the
deep impact of his vision,
which has reshaped Andhra
Pradesh into a state with a
thriving business
environment.

Naidu’s tenure as Chief Min-
ister, which began in 1995 and
continued through various
terms, has been characterized
by a focus on modernization,
technological adoption, and in-
frastructure development. One
of his most notable achieve-
ments is his successful imple-
mentation of industrial poli-
cies that promote ease of doing

Andhra Pradesh’s economic
landscape.

The award will be officially
presented to Naidu during a
special event set to take place
in March. Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman is
expected to confer the honor
on the Chief Minister, marking
the occasion as a significant
milestone for both Naidu and
the state of Andhra Pradesh.

The selection process for
this coveted award involved a
high-profile jury of leading in-
dustrialists, financial experts,
and legal professionals, who
unanimously agreed on
Naidu’s selection based on his

AVisionary Leader Who
Redefined Andhra Pradesh’s
Business Landscape

Chandrababu Naidu’s politi-
cal and administrative career
has been marked by a keen un-
derstanding of the need to
blend governance with eco-
nomic strategy. As Chief Min-
ister of Andhra Pradesh,
Naidu has worked tirelessly to
ensure that the state not only
keeps pace with national eco-
nomic growth but also stands
out as a leading example of in-
dustrial progress, infrastruc-
ture development, and busi-
ness innovation. His selection

business, attract foreign in-
vestments, and encourage the
growth of small and medium
enterprises (SMEs).

Naidu’s approach has been
to create an environment
where businesses—both do-
mestic and international-—can
thrive, by reducing bureau-
cratic hurdles, improving
transparency, and providing
incentives for sectors such as
information technology, manu-
facturing, and renewable en-
ergy. His proactive approach to
policy reform has made
Andhra Pradesh one of the
most attractive destinations
for investment in India, espe-

OPINION

cially in areas such as infra-
structure, logistics, and indus-
trial parks.

Transforming Andhra
Pradesh’s Infrastructure

One of the key pillars of
Naidu’s development agenda
has been the creation of world-
class infrastructure in Andhra
Pradesh. His vision for the
state has always extended be-
yond conventional govern-
ance, focusing on building the
physical and technological in-
frastructure required for sus-
tained economic growth. One
of the most ambitious projects
Naidu undertook was the crea-
tion of Amaravati, the new
state capital for Andhra
Pradesh. Located at the banks
of the Krishna River, Amara-
vati was envisioned as a futur-
istic city designed to be a hub
of commerce, innovation, and
governance.

The construction of Amara-
vatirepresents not only a mon-
umental infrastructural devel-
opment project but also a
significant attempt to shift the
state's economic center of
gravity. By positioning the new
capital as an emerging city
with state-of-the-art facilities,
Naidu aimed to attract busi-
nesses, international inves-
tors, and skilled professionals,
positioning Andhra Pradesh
as a modern, globalized state.

In addition to Amaravati,
Naidu’s government has
worked on improving trans-
portation infrastructure
through the expansion of road
networks, building new ports,
and modernizing airports.
This has played a pivotal role
in facilitating trade, improving
logistics, and enhancing con-
nectivity within the state and
to other parts of India.

Pioneering Industrial
Reforms

Naidu’s industrial reforms
have played a crucial role in
transforming Andhra Pradesh
into one of India’s leading in-
dustrial hubs. One of his most
significant achievements has
been his focus on simplifying
the business environment
through regulatory reforms
and digital innovation. Under
his leadership, Andhra
Pradesh became one of the
first states in India to imple-
ment the e-Office system,
which digitized government
operations, making the state
administration more transpar-
ent, efficient, and
accountable.

To further support industri-
al growth, Naidu’s government
implemented several incentive
programs aimed at attracting
investments from global com-
panies. His emphasis on devel-
oping industrial corridors and
creating Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) has significantly
boosted the state’s manufac-
turing sector. Naidu also made
strategic efforts to develop sec-
tors such as information tech-
nology (IT), biotechnology, and
pharmaceuticals, attracting
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leading companies to set up
their operations in the state.

Furthermore, his adminis-
tration introduced a range of
policy measures to make
Andhra Pradesh one of the
easiest states to do business in
India. These included simplify-
ing the process for obtaining
licenses, reducing the time re-
quired to start a business, and
implementing single-window
clearance systems for busi-
nesses. The focus on improv-
ing the ease of doing business
not only attracted domestic in-
vestors but also positioned
Andhra Pradesh as an ideal lo-
cation for multinational corpo-
rations seeking to enter the
Indian market.

Focus on Innovation and
Technology

Naidu’s policies have con-
sistently prioritized innova-
tion and technological ad-
vancement. As a
forward-thinking leader, he
recognized early on the poten-
tial of the technology sector in
driving economic growth. Un-
der his leadership, Andhra
Pradesh has seen the rapid
growth of the IT and IT-ena-
bled services (ITES) sectors,
with cities like Visakhapat-
nam and Tirupati emerging as
important hubs for the tech-
nology industry.

Naidu also championed the
development of Andhra
Pradesh as a destination for
digital innovation, pushing for
the establishment of new tech
parks, innovation centers, and
educational institutions that
could support the growing de-
mand for skilled talent in the
technology sector. His focus on
technology has not been limit-
ed to just the IT sector but also
extended to the fields of renew-
able energy and digital
governance.

The state’s success in at-
tracting IT giants such as Mi-
crosoft, Wipro, and Infosys can
be attributed to the policies
Naidu implemented to make
Andhra Pradesh an attractive
destination for high-tech busi-
nesses. The Andhra Pradesh
Information Technology In-
vestment Region (AP-ITIR) is
one of the key projects under
Naidu’s leadership, which
aims to create a robust ecosys-
tem for technology companies
and entrepreneurs.

A Sustainable Future for
Andhra Pradesh

Naidu’s vision for Andhra
Pradesh is not limited to indus-
trial growth but also includes
a commitment to sustainable
development. He has long been
a proponent of renewable en-
ergy and environmental pres-
ervation, and his government
has launched several initia-
tives to promote the use of so-
lar energy, wind power, and
other renewable resources.

His administration's efforts
in the renewable energy sector
have been notable, with
Andhra Pradesh becoming one
of the leading states in India in
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terms of installed solar power
capacity. Naidu’s commitment
to green energy reflects his un-
derstanding of the need to bal-
ance economic growth with
environmental responsibility.
Additionally, Naidu’s poli-
cies emphasize inclusive
growth, focusing on creating
job opportunities for all sec-
tions of society, from rural
farmers to urban profession-
als. His focus on skill develop-
ment, particularly in rural ar-
eas, has helped bridge the
urban-rural divide, providing
rural youth with the tools to
participate in the state’s indus-
trial and economic growth.

Recognition from the
Business Community

The recognition of Naidu
with the Business Reformer of
the Year award by The Eco-
nomic Times is a testament to
the significant impact he has
had on Andhra Pradesh’s eco-
nomic transformation. The
jury, composed of business
leaders like Sunil Bharti Mit-
tal and Sajjan Jindal, recog-
nized Naidu’s tireless work in
creating an ecosystem where
business and entrepreneur-
ship can flourish.

Naidu’s leadership has
earned him the respect of the
business community, as well as
recognition for his ability to
create policies that not only at-
tract large-scale investments

AVISIONARY LEADER WHO CONFIGURED POLITICS
DEVELOPMENT

but also foster innovation and
entrepreneurship at all levels.
His ability to bring together in-
dustry, government, and aca-
demia has been instrumental
in transforming Andhra
Pradesh into a state with a dy-
namic, future-ready economy.

Political Implications of the
Award

While the Business Reform-
er of the Year award is pri-
marily focused on Naidu’s
contributions as an adminis-
trator, it could also have a sig-
nificant impact on his politi-
cal career. As the leader of the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP),
Naidu’s efforts to position
Andhra Pradesh as a hub of
industrial activity and eco-
nomic growth could translate
into electoral gains for his
party. His reputation as a re-
formist leader who under-
stands the intersection of gov-
ernance, business, and
economic development gives
him a strong political foot-
hold, not just in Andhra
Pradesh but in the broader In-
dian political landscape.

In the lead-up to future elec-
tions, the award could en-
hance Naidu’s image as a
leader who delivers on prom-
ises of growth, development,
and industrialization, poten-
tially influencing the elector-
ate's perception of his govern-
ance model.
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Satellite Images Show Major Reconstruction

at Pakistan’s Murid Airbase After IAF Strike
SATELLITE IMAGES SHOW MASSIVE

DAMAGE TO PAK'S MURI

New high-resolu-
tion satellite imagery ac-
cessed by NDTV has re-
vealed extensive
reconstruction activity
at a key command-and-
control building at Paki-
stan’s Murid Airbase,
which was struck by the
Indian Air Force during

Operation Sindoor in the
early hours of May 10.
The latest image, dated
December 16 and sourced
from Vantor, shows a
massive red tarpaulin
covering the damaged
structure, indicating
large-scale repair or re-
building work. The
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building is located next
to a major complex used
by Pakistan for operat-
ing unmanned aerial ve-
hicles, highlighting its
strategic importance.
Damage caused by the
Indian Air Force strike
is believed to have been
severe, with earlier post-

D AIR BASE

strike images showing
sections of the roof col-
lapsing and extensive
structural damage that
likely affected internal
systems as well. In June,
satellite images showed
a smaller green tarpau-
lin covering only part of
the structure, but the lat-

est visuals suggest the
entire building is now
under repair. Military
experts note that heavy-
duty tarpaulins are often
used to conceal sensitive
damage, debris removal,
or reconstruction work
from satellite surveil-
lance. Initial imagery af-
ter the strike showed
precise impact points,
strengthening the as-
sessment that the Indian
Air Force may have used
precision-guided mis-
siles with roof-penetrat-
ing warheads and de-
layed-fuse penetrators.
Although the Indian Air
Force has not officially
disclosed the weapons
used during Operation
Sindoor, the pattern of
destruction indicates a
high level of accuracy
and planning. The re-
building effort under-
scores the effectiveness
of the strike and high-
lights how satellite im-
agery continues to play a
crucial role in assessing
military operations and
strategic outcomes in
modern warfare.

Priyanka Gandhi Meets Nitin Gadkarito
Push for Key Road Projects in Kerala

Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra met Union
Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari
at Parliament to press for the
approval and progress of
key road infrastructure pro-
jects in Kerala. Representing
Wayanad in the Lok Sabha,
Priyanka Gandhi raised con-
cerns related to six major
road projects that pass
through the state, highlight-
ing the need for better con-
nectivity and infrastructure
development. During the
meeting, Gadkari clarified
that some of the projects fall
under the jurisdiction of the
Kerala state government
and therefore cannot be di-
rectly handled by the Cen-
tre. However, he assured her
that the remaining propos-
als would be reviewed and
necessary action would be
taken. The meeting was
marked by a light-hearted
moment when Gadkari
joked about having already
addressed road-related re-
quests from Rahul Gandhiin
Rae Bareli, saying that he
could not ignore Priyanka

Gandhi’s concerns after
helping her brother. The re-
mark drew laughter and re-
flected a cordial atmos-
phere despite political
differences. The discussion
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also included informal con-
versation and food tasting,
giving the meeting a re-
laxed tone. The interaction
highlighted how infrastruc-
ture development often re-

quires coordination be-
tween state and central
governments, irrespective
of political affiliations. Pri-
yanka Gandhi’s outreach
signals the Congress party’s

focus on development is-
sues in Kerala, while Gad-
kari’s response reinforced
the Centre’s position on co-
operative federalism in in-
frastructure planning.

Giriraj Singh Sparks Outrage With Remark in
Nitish Kumar Hijab Controversy

Union Minister Giriraj Sin-
gh triggered widespread
outrage after making a con-
troversial remark while de-
fending Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar amid a hijab-
related row. Singh strongly
backed Nitish Kumar, stating
that identity verification is a
routine process for jobs,
passports, and air travel, and
argued that asking a woman
to show her face was not in-
appropriate. He emphasised
that India follows its own
laws and rejected compari-
sons with other countries.
However, his remarks took a
sharp turn when he re-
sponded aggressively to a
question about what would
happen if the woman re-
fused to take the job, saying
she could either refuse or
“go to hell," before walking
away from reporters. The
comment drew immediate
backlash from opposition
leaders and social media us-
ers, who criticised it as in-
sensitive, misogynistic, and
offensive. PDP leader lltija
Mufti strongly condemned
the statement, warning
against interference with
Muslim women'’s religious
attire and accusing Singh of
using unacceptable lan-
guage. The controversy has
reignited debates around

3TN

religious freedom, women'’s
rights, and the responsibili-
ties of public representa-

tives. While Giriraj Singh and
his supporters defended his
position as being about ad-

ministrative procedure, crit-
ics argued that his words
crossed a line and further

polarised an already sensi-
tive issue.
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Cars to Cross Toll Plazas at 80
Kmph Under New Satellite-
Based Toll System

Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari announced
that by 2026, vehicles in
India will be able to cross
toll plazas at speeds of up
to 80 kilometres per hour
using a new satellite-based
toll collection system. The
system will rely on high-
speed cameras that cap-
ture images of vehicle
number plates and FASTag
stickers, automatically de-
ducting toll charges from
linked bank accounts with-

out requiring vehicles to
stop. Gadkari explained
that the technology will
not only reduce conges-
tion and waiting time at
toll plazas but also improve
enforcement of traffic
rules. Vehicles that reach
the next toll plaza too
quickly will be flagged for
speeding and fined auto-
matically, making rule vio-
lations easier to detect.The
system will be supported
by artificial intelligence
and satellite tracking, al-

lowing accurate monitor-
ing of speed and distance.
According to the minister,
the new technology will
save fuel worth approxi-
mately 1,500 crore and
contribute nearly 36,000
crore to government re-
serves by reducing opera-
tional costs and leakages.
The move is expected to
transform highway travel
by improving efficiency,
safety, and transparency
while reducing long
queues and travel delays.

Indian-0rigin Cab Driver
Arrested in US for Assault
on Unconscious Passenger

An Indian-origin cab
driver has been arrested in
California after being ac-
cused of raping an uncon-
scious 21-year-old woman
during a late-night ride.
The accused, Simranjit Sin-
gh Sekhon, aged 35 and a
resident of Bakersfield, was
arrested following an in-
vestigation by the Ventura
County Sheriff’s Office. The
incident reportedly oc-
curred on November 27,
when Sekhon picked up
the woman from a bar in

Thousand Oaks around
1:00 am to drive her home
to Camarillo. Police said
the woman was intoxicat-
ed and unable to care for
herself and fell asleep dur-
ing the ride. Investigators
revealed that although the
ride was marked as com-
pleted, Sekhon continued
driving around Camarillo
and sexually assaulted the
unconscious passenger. He
was arrested on December
15 and charged with rape
of an unconscious victim,

with the case classified as
aggravated due to the vic-
tim’s vulnerability. Sekhon
pleaded not guilty during
his arraignment, and bail
was set at $500,000. Au-
thorities believe there may
be additional unreported
victims and are continuing
their investigation. The
case has drawn attention
amid increasing scrutiny of
rideshare safety and con-
cerns involving Indian-ori-
gin drivers in North
America.

India Closes More Visa
Centres in Bangladesh
Amid Rising Security
Concerns

INDIA VISA CENTRES |
CLOSE IN B’'DESH *}

India has shut down
two additional visa ap-
plication centres in
Bangladesh, located in
Rajshahi and Khulna,
citing a worsening se-
curity situation in the
country. The closures
follow earlier restric-
tions in Dhaka and
come amid rising ten-
sions and protests by
radical groups near the
Indian High Commis-
sion. An official notifi-
cation stated that all
applicants with ap-
pointments would be
given new dates at a
later time. The move

comes against the
backdrop of growing
anti-India sentiment,
particularly targeting
India’s northeastern
states, under Bangla-
desh’s interim govern-
ment led by Muham-
mad Yunus. India has
expressed concern
over increasing hostil-
ity and threats, includ-
ing remarks by a stu-
dent leader who spoke
about severing India’s
“seven sisters” region.
Bangladesh’s Foreign
Affairs Advisor Touhid
Hossain dismissed In-
dia’s concerns, distanc-

NTRES

ing the government
from the remarks and
insisting that law and
order remains under
control. He clarified
that the individual who
made the comments
does not represent the
government’s position.
Despite these assur-
ances, India’s decision
reflects serious con-
cerns over diplomatic
security and regional
stability, especially as
Bangladesh seeks clos-
er ties with Pakistan,
impacting its tradition-
ally strong relation-
ship with India.
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amily of Young Bondi Shooting Victim Urges Peace
and Love Over Anger

The family of Matilda, the youngest victim
of the Bondi Beach shooting in Sydney, has
made an emotional appeal to the public not
to allow her death to become a reason for an-
ger or hatred. Matilda, just 10 years old, was
_— among 15 people killed when two gunmen

- opened fire during an event marking the
start of Hanukkah. At her funeral, her aunt
Lina Chernykh spoke about Matilda’s joyful
personality, describing her as a child who
spread happiness, warmth, and love wher-
ever she went. While she acknowledged that
the Jewish community is justified in de-
manding stronger action against rising anti-
semitism, she said that Matilda’s spirit stood
for unity, kindness, and compassion rather
than revenge or violence. The family urged
people to honour Matilda’s memory by
choosing empathy over division and under-
standing over hostility. Community mem-
bers, religious leaders, and mourners attend-
ed the funeral, highlighting the deep shock
and grief felt across Sydney. The incident
has once again raised concerns about gun
violence, hate crimes, and public safety in
Australia. Authorities continue to investi-
gate the attack, while political leaders face
renewed pressure to address extremism and
protect minority communities. Amid the

- - grief, Matilda’s family hopes their message
i! _L_.I ‘ will help heal wounds and prevent further

il ._ q \ hatred, reminding society that responding

with humanity is the strongest tribute to a
life lost too soon.

Zelensky Warns EU as Leaders Debate Use of
Frozen Russian Assets

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky has issued a strong and urgent warning
to European Union leaders as they meet in
Brussels to discuss the possible use of fro-
zen Russian assets to support Ukraine.
Zelensky has urged the EU to approve loans
worth billions of euros using Russian mon-
ey that has been frozen since the start of the
war. Around 210 billion in Russian assets
are currently held in the EU, with a large
portion stored by Belgium-based financial
services firm Euroclear. However, Belgium
and several other EU member states remain
opposed, arguing that using the funds could
set a dangerous legal precedent and expose
the bloc to retaliation. Russia has also
warned of serious consequences if its as-
sets are used. Zelensky warned that with-
out additional funding, Ukraine’s economy
and military operations could face major
difficulties within months. He stressed that
financial support is as crucial as weapons
in sustaining Ukraine’s resistance. The de-
bate has highlighted divisions within the
EU over how far it should go in supporting
Ukraine while managing legal risks and
geopolitical tensions. As the war drags on,
Ukraine’s dependence on Western financial
backing continues to grow, making the out-
come of these talks critical for the coun-
try’s short-term stability and long-term
survival.

US Announces $11BillionArms  French Anaesthetist Sentenced to
Sale to Taiwan, Angering China Life for Poisoning Patients

A French court has sen- L
tenced former anaesthetist
Frédéric Péchier to life impris-

onment after convicting him
of intentionally poisoning 30
patients, including 12 who
died. The crimes occurred at a
hospital in Besancon in east-
ern France, where Péchier
tampered with medical infu-
sion bags by injecting toxic
substances that led to cardiac
arrest or severe internal bleed-
ing. His actions affected pa-
tients of all ages, from a four-
year-old child who narrowly
survived two cardiac arrests
during routine surgery to el-
derly patients in their late 80s.

The United States has announced a ma-
jor arms sale to Taiwan worth around $11
billion, further escalating tensions be-
tween Washington and Beijing. The
weapons package includes advanced
rocket launch systems, self-propelled
howitzers, and various missile systems
designed to strengthen Taiwan’s defence
capabilities. This is the second arms deal
approved since Donald Trump returned
to the White House, and it still requires
approval from the US Congress. Taiwan’s
defence ministry welcomed the an-
nouncement, stating that the equipment
would help the island build stronger de-
terrence and improve its ability to re-
spond quickly to potential threats. China

strongly condemned the move, saying it
violates its sovereignty and territorial
integrity, as Beijing considers Taiwan a
breakaway province. Chinese officials
warned that the sale could damage US-
China relations and destabilise the re-
gion. The announcement comes amid ris-
ing military activity around Taiwan,
including frequent Chinese military
drills. Analysts say the deal reflects
Washington’s commitment to supporting
Taiwan amid growing regional tensions,
while also highlighting the fragile bal-
ance of power in the Asia-Pacific. The is-
sue remains one of the most sensitive
flashpoints in global geopolitics.

Prosecutors described him as
“Doctor Death,” accusing him
of abusing his position of trust
and turning a place meant for
healing into a site of terror.
The court heard that Péchier
acted out of jealousy and pro-
fessional rivalry, seeking to
damage the reputation of col-
leagues. The case has deeply
shaken public confidence in
the medical system and
sparked widespread debate in
France about hospital safety,
oversight, and monitoring of
healthcare professionals. Au-
thorities have promised to re-
view internal controls to pre-

vent similar crimes in the
future. The verdict brought re-

lief to victims’ families but about how such actions went
also left lingering questions undetected for years.
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Stock Market Ends Lower as Volatility
and Global Uncertainty Dominate Trade

Indian stock markets
closed slightly lower af-
ter a highly volatile ses-
sion, with the Sensex
ending 78 points down
while the Nifty man-
aged to hold the impor-
tant 25,800 level. The
trading day began on a
positive note after three
consecutive sessions of
decline, supported by
value buying in select
stocks and a mild recov-
ery in the rupee, which
was aided by interven-
tion from the central
bank. Early gains gave
investors some relief,
but the mood soon
turned cautious as un-
certainty over a possible
US-India trade deal con-
tinued to weigh heavily
on sentiment. As the
session progressed,
profit booking emerged,
particularly in large-cap
stocks, causing bench-
marks to slip into nega-
tive territory by the
close. Mid-cap and
small-cap stocks per-
formed relatively better,
suggesting selective
buying rather than
broad-based participa-
tion. Sector-wise, infor-
mation technology and
financial services stocks

attracted buying inter-
est due to expectations
of stable earnings and
clarity on global inter-
est rates. In contrast,
auto, oil and gas, chemi-
cals, and pharmaceuti-
cal stocks witnessed
sustained selling pres-
sure. Market experts
pointed out that inves-
tors remain highly sen-
sitive to global develop-
ments, especially
upcoming US core infla-
tion data and jobless
claims, which could in-
fluence future monetary
policy decisions. Inter-
est rate announcements
from major central
banks such as the Fed-
eral Reserve, Bank of
England, European Cen-
tral Bank, and Bank of
Japan are also expected
to play a key role in
shaping near-term mar-
ket direction. From a
technical perspective,
the Nifty remains weak
after failing to reclaim
its 200-day moving aver-
age, with bearish indi-
cators such as lower
tops and weak momen-
tum suggesting further
downside risk if key
support levels are
breached.
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Sitharaman Introduces Securities
Markets Code Bill to Simplify

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman intro-
duced the Securities Markets
Code Bill 2025 in the Lok Sab-
ha with the aim of simplify-
ing and unifying India’s se-
curities market regulations
under a single framework.
The proposed Bill seeks to re-
place multiple existing laws,
including the SEBI Act of
1992, the Securities Con-
tracts Regulation Act of 1956,
and the Depositories Act of
1996, which currently govern
different aspects of the secu-
rities market. By merging
these laws, the government
aims to reduce regulatory
fragmentation, remove over-
lapping provisions, and cre-
ate a clearer and more effi-
cient system for investors,
companies, and intermediar-
ies. The Bill also places
strong emphasis on investor
protection by strengthening
disclosure norms and im-

proving regulatory over-
sight. Another key objective
is to make it easier to do busi-
ness in India’s financial mar-
kets by simplifying compli-
ance requirements and
modernising outdated legal
provisions. Opposition lead-
ers expressed concerns that
the new framework could
concentrate excessive power
in the hands of a single regu-
lator, raising questions about
checks and balances. In re-
sponse, Sitharaman clarified
that the Bill would be re-
ferred to a parliamentary
standing committee, where
such concerns could be ex-
amined in detail. The idea of
a single securities market
code was first announced in
the Union Budget 2021-22,
and the introduction of this
Bill marks a significant step
towards reforming and mod-
ernising India’s financial
regulatory architecture.

Elan Group Plans 1,600 Crore Investment
in Ultra-Luxury Housing Project

Real estate developer
Elan Group announced
plans to invest 1,600
crore in an ultra-luxury
residential housing pro-
ject in Gurugram, high-
lighting strong demand
for premium homes in
key urban markets. The
proiect will be located

in Sector 49, Gurugram,
and will be developed
across six acres of land.
In the first phase, the
company plans to con-
struct 230 four-bedroom
apartments spread
across five towers, with
unit sizes ranging from
approximatelv 4.300 to

4,500 square feet. These
large-sized homes are
aimed at high-net-
worth individuals seek-
ing spacious, design-fo-
cused living spaces.
While Elan Group has
not yet disclosed the ex-
pected pricing, sales po-
tential. or combletion

industry

cus on premium design,

demand from affluent

sources indicate that
these details will be fi-
nalised after the com-
pany appoints a con-
struction partner. The
project has been de-
signed by a London-
based architectural
firm. with a strong fo-

modern amenities, and
experience-driven liv-
ing. The announcement
reflects growing confi-
dence among real estate
developers in the luxu-
ry housing segment,
driven by rising dispos-
able incomes and strong

buyers. Gurugram con-
tinues to attract such
investments due to its
proximity to Delhi,
strong infrastructure,
and presence of corpo-
rate and commercial
hubs.
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TCS Reports $1.5 Billion
Annualised Revenue from

Artificial Intelligence

Tata Consultancy Services
revealed that its annualised
revenue from artificial intel-
ligence stands at approxi-
mately $1.5 billion, growing at
a strong sequential pace. This
marks the first time India’s
largest IT services company
has publicly disclosed a spe-
cific revenue figure related to
Al, addressing growing inves-
tor curiosity about returns
from large-scale investments
in this space. With total an-
nual revenue of around $30
billion, TCS highlighted that
Al has become an integral
part of its overall business
strategy rather than a stan-
dalone offering. The company
stated that Al is now embed-
ded in almost every client en-
gagement, including new
deals as well as contract re-
newals, where it is used to im-

prove efficiency, productivity,
and cost optimisation. TCS
also emphasised that clients
across industries are increas-
ingly demanding Al-driven
solutions to modernise their
operations and stay competi-
tive. While Indian IT compa-
nies have long spoken about
Al adoption, clear monetisa-
tion metrics were often miss-
ing, making this disclosure
particularly significant. The
steady growth in Al revenue
indicates that investments in
platforms, talent, and tools
are beginning to translate
into tangible financial re-
turns. This development
highlights the growing im-
portance of Al-led transfor-
mation in India’s IT sector
and reinforces T'CS’s position
as a leader in the global tech-
nology services market.

Banking Stocks Poised
for Strong Gains
Heading into 2026

Market experts believe the
banking sector remains one
of the strongest performers
from a technical and struc-
tural perspective, with both
private and public sector
banks showing encouraging
trends. Private banks are
currently consolidating
within long-term uptrends,
offering relative stability
and steady growth potential
for investors. At the same
time, public sector banks are
witnessing gradual accumu-
lation after sharp rallies
seen in recent years, making
them attractive for higher-
return opportunities. Ana-
lysts suggest that if the bank-
ing index manages to sustain
above key support levels, the
sector could deliver returns
ranging from 18 to 30 percent

by 2026. Improving asset
quality, stable credit growth,
and better capital positions
have strengthened the over-
all outlook for banks. Lower
levels of non-performing as-
sets and improved balance
sheets have also boosted in-
vestor confidence. From a
stock-specific perspective,
ICICI Bank has been high-
lighted as one of the top
picks, with analysts project-
ing a target range of 1,500 to
1,550. Experts caution that
while the outlook is positive,
disciplined risk manage-
ment and selective stock
picking will be crucial, espe-
cially in a market environ-
ment influenced by global
interest rate movements and
economic conditions.

Brokerages Turn Positive
onTCS as It Pushes Al-Led
Growth Strategy

Brokerage firms have ex-
pressed a positive outlook on
Tata Consultancy Services
after the company detailed
its long-term Al-focused
growth strategy during In-
vestor Day 2025. TCS out-
lined its ambition to trans-
form itself into a global
leader in Al-led technology
services by moving beyond a
traditional digital-first ap-
proach. The strategy is built
around multiple pillars, in-
cluding internal transforma-
tion through an Al-first oper-
ating model, creation of
Al-led service offerings, and
large-scale upskilling of em-
ployees to build AI fluency
across the organisation. The
company also plans to devel-

op industry-specific Al solu-
tions tailored to client needs
and expand its Al ecosystem
through partnerships, acqui-
sitions, and new ventures.
Brokerages were encouraged
by the clarity of TCS’s vision
and early signs of AI moneti-
sation, even as they acknowl-
edged concerns around mar-
gin pressures due to higher
investments. Analysts be-
lieve that the company’s
scale, strong client relation-
ships, and structured ap-
proach to AI adoption posi-
tion it well for long-term
growth. The renewed focus
on Al is expected to strength-
en TCS’s competitive edge in
a rapidly evolving global IT
services landscape.
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Google Integrates Opal Al Tool Into

Samsung Exynos 2600 hael
Gemini Platform

Chip Specifications Leak

Ahead of Galaxy 526

A fresh leak has revealed key
details about Samsung’s up-
coming Exynos 2600 chipset,
which is expected to power the
Galaxy S26 series. Although
Samsung has not officially con-
firmed the specifications, the
leaked information suggests
that this processor could be a
major advancement in the com-
pany’s in-house chip
development.

The Exynos 2600 is expected
to be manufactured using a
2nm process, making it one of
the most advanced smartphone
chipsets to date. According to
the leak, the processor will fea-
ture a 10-core CPU with a tri-
cluster design. This includes
one high-performance prime
core clocked at up to 3.9GHz,
three performance cores run-
ning at around 3.25GHz, and six
efficiency cores operating at

2.75GHz. This design aims to
deliver strong performance
while maintaining power
efficiency.

On the graphics side, the
chipset is expected to feature
an AMD-based GPU, likely
branded as the Xclipse 960. The
GPU is said to be based on
AMD’s RDNA architecture,
which could significantly im-
prove gaming performance and
visual quality. Support for mod-
ern graphics technologies such
as Vulkan 1.3, OpenGL ES 3.2,
and OpenCL 3.0 has also been
reported.

If these details are accurate,
the Exynos 2600 could help
Samsung better compete with
other flagship processors. It re-
flects Samsung’s ambition to
lead in semiconductor innova-
tion and strengthen its own
chipset ecosystem.

SAMSUNG
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Vivo Y50s 5G and Vivo Y50e 5G
Spotted Ahead of Launch

Vivo appears to be preparing
the launch of two new smart-
phones, the Vivo Y50s 5G and
Vivo Y50e 5G. Both devices
were recently listed on the
Google Play Console’s support-
ed devices list, which usually
indicates that a launch is ap-
proaching. This follows the ear-
lier release of the Vivo Y50 5G
and Vivo Y50m 5G in China.

As suggested by their names,
both smartphones will support
5G connectivity. While the
Google Play Console listing
does not reveal detailed specifi-
cations, it confirms that the de-
vices are in the final stages of
development. In addition, an
unidentified Vivo smartphone
has been spotted on a Chinese
certification website, further
supporting rumours of upcom-

ing launches.

The Vivo Y-series is general-
ly aimed at users looking for
affordable smartphones with
reliable performance. These
devices usually focus on offer-
ing a balance between perfor-
mance, battery life, and mod-
ern features. With the
increasing availability of 5G
networks, Vivo’s strategy
seems to be focused on making
5G technology accessible to
more users.

Although official details are
still limited, expectations in-
clude decent cameras, long bat-
tery life, and smooth everyday
performance. If priced compet-
itively, the Vivo Y50s 5G and
Vivo Y50e 5G could become
strong options in the budget 5G
smartphone market.

Google Labs’ experi-
mental AI tool, Opal,
has gained significant
popularity since its re-
lease in July, and Goog-
le has now taken an im-
portant step by
integrating it directly
into the Gemini website
interface. With this
move, users can create
Al-powered mini appli-
cations inside the Gem-
ini chatbot itself. This
makes Al development
easier and more acces-
sible, even for users
with little or no techni-
cal background. Google
refers to this approach
as “vibe coding,” where
users simply describe
what they want in natu-
rallanguage, and the Al
handles the technical
work.

Opal allows users to
generate structured
prompts that function
like small AI tools.
These tools, also called
mini apps, can perform
specific tasks such as
reviewing essays,
checking project re-
ports, summarising
content, or giving feed-
back on writing quality.
Once a mini app is cre-

"
Gemini

ated, it is saved as a
“Gem” within Gemini.
This means users can
reuse the same app
multiple times without
recreating it, making

the experience more ef-
ficient and personalised.

When Opal was first
launched, it was availa-
ble only as a public beta
for users in the United

States. Google Labs usu-
ally releases experimen-
tal tools in limited re-
gionstotest performance
and gather feedback.
However, Opal received

strong responses from
users, leading Google to
expand its availability
quickly. By October, the
tool was introduced in 15
countries, and by No-

vember, it became avail-
able in more than 160
countries worldwide.
This rapid expansion
highlights the growing
demand for easy-to-use
Al creation tools.

The integration of
Opal into Gemini also
shows Google’s broader
vision for the chatbot.
Gemini is no longer just
a platform for asking
questions or generating
text. It is evolving into a
complete AI workspace
where users can brain-
storm ideas, build tools,
and solve problems in
one place. This saves
time and encourages
creativity by reducing
the need to switch be-
tween different
platforms.

Overall, Opal’s inte-
gration into Gemini re-
flects a larger trend in
the tech industry. Al
tools are no longer lim-
ited to developers or ex-
perts. By simplifying Al
creation, Google is em-
powering students, pro-
fessionals, and everyday
users to use artificial in-
telligence in practical,
meaningful, and crea-
tive ways.

Redmi Pad 2 Pro 5G Confirmed to
Launchin India Soon

Redmi has officially con-
firmed that the Redmi Pad 2
Pro 5G will soon be launched
in India, creating excite-
ment among tablet users.
The tablet was first intro-
duced in select global mar-
kets in September, and its
arrival in India signals Red-
mi’s intention to strengthen
its presence in the premium
tablet segment. The compa-
ny has also announced that
it will start revealing the
tablet’s key features and
specifications from Decem-
ber 22.

A dedicated microsite for
the Redmi Pad 2 Pro 5G is al-
ready live on the Xiaomi In-
dia website, confirming that
the device will be available
online. It is also expected to
be sold through popular e-
commerce platforms and of-
fline retail stores. In Euro-
pean markets, the tablet was
launched at a starting price
of around EUR 379.9, which
roughly converts to Rs.
40,000 for the base variant
with 6GB RAM and 128GB
storage.

One of the main high-
lights of the Redmi Pad 2
Pro 5G is its large 12.1-inch

display. The screen offers a
2.5K resolution and sup-
ports a smooth 120Hz re-
fresh rate, making it ideal
for watching videos, brows-
ing, and gaming. With a
16:10 aspect ratio and up to
500 nits of brightness, the
tablet is suitable for both en-

tertainment and productiv-
ity. Redmi has also included
TUV Rheinland certifica-
tions to reduce flicker and
harmful blue light, improv-
ing eye comfort.

In terms of performance,
the tablet is powered by
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 7s

Gen 4 processor, paired with
an Adreno 810 GPU. It in-
cludes LPDDR4x RAM and
UFS 2.2 storage, with sup-
port for storage expansion
up to 2TB using a microSD
card. Audio performance is
enhanced by a quad-speaker
setup with Dolby Atmos and

Hi-Res Audio support.

Overall, the Redmi Pad 2
Pro 5G aims to offer a pre-
mium tablet experience
with a large display, strong
performance, and 5G con-
nectivity, making it a strong
option for Indian
consumers.

Samsung to Showcase Al-Powered Home Appliances at CES 2026

Samsung has announced
that it will showcase a new
range of Al-powered home
appliances at the Consumer
Electronics Show (CES)
2026. The event will take
place in Las Vegas from Jan-

uary 6 to January 9. At the
exhibition, Samsung will
present upgraded products
from its Bespoke Al lineup,
highlighting its focus on
smart, efficient, and user-
friendly home solutions.

One of the key products to
be showcased is the 2026 Be-
spoke AI Laundry Combo.
This updated model in-
cludes several improve-
ments in washing and dry-
ing performance. Samsung

has introduced a Speed
Spray feature that allows
clothes to be washed faster
without affecting cleanli-
ness. The laundry combo
also includes a Booster Heat
Exchanger, which improves

drying efficiency while sav-
ing energy. Another useful
feature is Auto Open Door+,
which opens the door auto-
matically after a cycle to
prevent moisture buildup
and unpleasant odours.

Samsung will also unveil
the Bespoke AI Jet Bot
Steam Ultra robot vacuum
cleaner. This device is pow-
ered by a Qualcomm Drag-
onwing processor and fea-
tures Al-based object
recognition. The robot vac-
uum can identify obstacles
more accurately and adjust
its cleaning path according-
ly. The inclusion of steam
cleaning helps improve hy-
giene and removes stubborn
dirt more effectively.

Other products expected
at the showcase include the
Bespoke AI AirDresser,
which refreshes clothes us-
ing intelligent care cycles,
and the WindFree Air Con-
ditioner, designed to provide
cooling without direct
airflow.

Through these products,
Samsung aims to demon-
strate how artificial intelli-
gence can improve daily life.
By combining automation,
smart sensors, and Al deci-
sion-making, Samsung is
working toward creating
more convenient and effi-
cient smart homes.
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The Indian Premier
League stands apart
from all other franchise-
based T20 leagues in the
world because of its ex-
clusive access to Indian
cricketers. Unlike play-
ers from other countries
who freely participate
in leagues such as the
Big Bash League, SA20,
or The Hundred, active
Indian players are not
permitted to play in
overseas franchise tour-
naments unless they of-
ficially retire from in-
ternational cricket.
This policy ensures that
global stars like Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma,
and Shubman Gill ap-
pear only in the IPL
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when it comes to fran-
chise cricket, signifi-
cantly boosting the
league’s value, popular-
ity, and commercial
strength. IPL chairman
Arun Singh Dhumal re-
cently ruled out any pos-
sibility of changing this
rule in the near future,
citing workload man-
agement as the primary
concern. He explained
that Indian players al-
ready have extremely
packed schedules, in-
cluding international
matches across formats
and mandatory partici-
pation in domestic tour-
naments. The Board of
Control for Cricket in
India has made it com-
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pulsory for centrally
contracted players to
take part in domestic
competitions such as
the Vijay Hazare Trophy
and the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy. With such a
heavy volume of cricket
already being played
within the country, al-
lowing players to take
part in foreign leagues
could lead to burnout,
injuries, and reduced
performance at the in-
ternational level. Dhu-
mal also pointed out
that India has no short-
age of fans or commer-
cial interest within its
own borders, meaning
there is little incentive
to expose Indian stars to

overseas leagues. The
IPL itself provides
world-class competi-
tion, financial security,
and global visibility,
making it unnecessary
for Indian players to
look elsewhere. While
this policy often sparks
debate among fans and
former cricketers, the
BCCI continues to pri-
oritise player fitness,
national duty, and the
strength of its domestic
structure. As things
stand, the IPL will re-
main the only franchise
stage for Indian play-
ers, reinforcing its posi-
tion as the most power-
ful T20 league in the
world.

Ben Stokes and Jofra Archer Clash
as England Struggle in Ashes Test

England captain Ben
Stokes and fast bowler
Jofra Archer were in-
volved in a tense on-
field exchange during
Day 2 of the third Ash-
es Test against Aus-
tralia, highlighting
England’s growing
frustration as the
match slipped further
out of control. Austral-
ia resumed their in-
nings at a strong posi-
tion, with Mitchell
Starc producing an ag-
gressive counterat-
tacking performance
from the lower order.
Starc struck bounda-
ries with ease, bring-
ing up a quick half-cen-
tury and exposing
England’s inability to
contain the Australian
tail. As pressure
mounted, television
cameras captured
Stokes in an animated

discussion with Arch-
er, seemingly unhappy
with the pacer’s lack
of discipline in line
and length. Stokes ap-
peared to urge Archer
to stick to the field set-
tings and bowl more
accurately, reflecting
the captain’s despera-
tion to regain control
of the match. Archer
responded in the best
possible way by dis-
missing Starc soon af-
ter, but the exchange
did not completely cool
down, as the discus-
sion continued even
during the celebration.
The moment revealed
the intense pressure
within the England
camp, where expecta-
tions are high but exe-
cution has often fallen
short in this Ashes se-
ries. While such con-
frontations are not un-

common in high-stakes
Test cricket, especially
when emotions run
high, it also showed
the leadership chal-
lenges Stokes faces in
keeping his players fo-
cused under stress.
Archer, known for his
raw pace and attacking
mindset, sometimes
struggles with consist-
ency, and the incident
underlined the fine
balance between ag-
gression and control.
Despite the break-
through wicket, Eng-
land continued to face
an uphill task as Aus-
tralia maintained
dominance. The epi-
sode served as a re-
minder of the mental
strain elite cricket
places on players and
captains alike during
crucial moments of a
historic rivalry.

Haryana and Jharkhand
Set for Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy Final Clash

Haryana and
Jharkhand are set to
face each other in the
final of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy
2025, promising an ex-
citing contest between
two well-matched do-
mestic sides. The final
will be played at the
MCA Stadium in Pune,
with both teams earn-
ing their place after
consistent perfor-
mances throughout
the tournament. Hary-
ana, led by Ankit Ku-
mar, booked their spot
in the final with a
strong win over Hy-
derabad in the semifi-
nals, powered by explo-
sive half-centuries
from Ankit himself
and Samant Jakhar.
Their batting has been
supported well by a
disciplined bowling
unit, with Amit Rana
and Anshul Kamboj
delivering crucial
spells at important mo-
ments. Haryana’s cam-
paign has been built on
balance, combining ag-
gressive top-order bat-
ting with reliable pace
options that have regu-
larly put opposition
teams under pressure.

Jharkhand, captained
by Ishan Kishan,
reached the final after
topping Group B,
showing resilience and
tactical awareness
across the league
stage. Despite suffer-
ing a loss to Andhra
Pradesh in their final
group match,
Jharkhand finished
level on points with
their rivals and ad-
vanced due to a supe-
rior net run rate. Their
journey to the final re-
flects consistency rath-
er than dominance,
with multiple players
contributing across
matches. Ishan Kis-
han’s leadership and
experience have played
avital role in guiding a
relatively young side
through high-pressure
situations. The final is
scheduled to begin at
4:30 PM IST and will be

broadcast live on the
Star Sports Network,
with streaming also
available for fans who
prefer to watch online.
With both teams show-
casing strong batting
depth and effective
bowling attacks, the
match is expected to be
closely fought. The
Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy has long been a
platform for emerging
Indian talent, and this
final provides another
opportunity for play-
ers to make a strong
case for higher hon-
ours, including IPL
contracts and national
selection. As Haryana
and Jharkhand pre-
pare for the title clash,
fans can look forward
to a competitive and
entertaining finish to
India’s premier do-
mestic T 20
tournament.

Shashi Tharoor Suggests Moving North India
Matches to South India Due to Fog Issues

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor has urged the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India to re-
consider its scheduling
strategy after the fourth
T20 International be-
tween India and South
Africa was abandoned
due to heavy fog in Luc-
know. The match, held at
the Bharat Ratna Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Ekana Cricket Stadium,
had to be called off be-
cause visibility condi-
tions made play impos-
sible, frustrating
players, fans, and broad-
casters alike. Reacting to
the situation, Tharoor
questioned the logic of
hosting international
matches in North India
during winter months,
when fog and pollution
regularly disrupt sport-
ing events. He suggested
that matches scheduled

during this period
should instead be moved
to South Indian venues,
where weather condi-
tions are far more fa-
vourable. According to
him, South India does
not face the same visibil-
ity problems during win-
ter, allowing uninter-
rupted play and a better
experience for specta-
tors. Tharoor highlight-
ed that cricket fans in-
vest time, money, and
emotional energy into
attending or watching
matches, and repeated
abandonments due to en-
vironmental factors un-
dermine the spirit of the
game. At the time of
abandonment, India was
leading the five-match
T201I series 2-1, with one
match remaining, mak-
ing the washed-out fix-
ture even more disap-
pointing for supporters.

His comments have reo-
pened a broader discus-
sion about climate, pol-
lution, and sports
scheduling in India. In
recent years, fog and
poor air quality have re-
peatedly affected match-
es in cities like Delhi,
Lucknow, and Kanpur.
While the BCCI has not
officially responded to
Tharoor’s suggestion, the
incident has increased
pressure on the board to
adopt a more weather-
sensitive approach to
scheduling. Moving win-
ter matches to cities in
the south could help
avoid such disruptions
while also ensuring play-
er safety and match qual-
ity. Tharoor’s proposal
reflects growing aware-
ness that environmental
conditions can no longer
be ignored in modern
sports planning.

Aakash Chopra Surprised by Overseas Stars
Going Unsold in IPL Auction

Former Indian crick-
eter and commentator
Aakash Chopra ex-
pressed surprise over
several well-known over-
seas players remaining
unsold at the IPL 2026
auction, calling it one of
the unexpected out-
comes of the event.
Among the notable
names were New Zea-
land all-rounder Michael
Bracewell and England
wicketkeeper-batters
Jamie Smith and Jonny
Bairstow, all of whom
failed to attract bids de-
spite their international

experience and proven
abilities. Chopra pointed
out that franchises spent
heavily on certain play-
ers, with Australian all-
rounder Cameron Green
grabbing headlines after
being bought by Kolkata
Knight Riders for a mas-
sive sum of Rs 25.20
crore. At the same time,
domestic Indian talents
such as Aquib Nabi,
Prashant Veer, Karthik
Sharma, and Mangesh
Yadav were rewarded for
their strong performanc-
es in state and domestic
leagues, earning lucra-

tive contracts with top
IPL teams. Chopra ac-
knowledged that fran-
chises increasingly val-
ue versatility, team
balance, and long-term
planning, but he still
found it surprising that
experienced overseas
players went unsold, es-
pecially when teams
were actively looking to
fill roles suited to their
skill sets. Players like
Bracewell offer all-round
value, while Bairstow
brings explosive batting
and wicketkeeping expe-
rience at the highest lev-

el. According to Chopra,
the auction dynamics
may have worked against
these players due to fac-
tors such as age, injury
concerns, availability is-
sues, and changing team
strategies that now pri-
oritise younger or more
flexible options. He also
noted that the increasing
depth of Indian domes-
tic talent has reduced
teams’ dependence on
overseas players in cer-
tain roles. While the IPL
auction often produces
unexpected results,
Chopra felt that the ab-

sence of bids for such es-
tablished names high-
lighted how competitive
and unpredictable the
league has become. The
episode serves as a re-
minder that reputation
alone does not guarantee
selection in the IPL,
where form, fitness, and
strategic fit matter more
than ever. As the league
continues to evolve, auc-
tions are likely to re-
main ruthless, reward-
ing adaptability while
leaving even big names
vulnerable.
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