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N ewdelhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi has reported-
ly expressed seri-

ous dissatisfaction with 
the performance of  Bha 
ratiya Janata Party (BJ 
P) Members of  Parlia-
ment from Andhra Prad 
esh and Telangana. Dur-
ing a recent dinner meet-
ing specially hosted for 
the Telugu states’ MPs, 
Modi is said to have is-
sued stern warnings and 
clear directions on stre 
ngthening the party’s 
presence in both states 
ahead of  the upcoming 
elections.

According to highly 
placed sources, the Pri 
me Minister’s tone was 
firm despite the infor-
mal setting of  the dinner. 
He is believed to have 
conveyed his displeasure 
particularly to the Telan-
gana BJP MPs, question-
ing their inability to ex-
pand the party’s reach de 
spite having what he de-
scribed as a “capable tea 
m.” Modi reportedly told 
his Telangana colleagues 
that the state unit’s per-
formance has not matc 
hed expectations, and he 
emphasized the urgent 
need for unity, strategic 
coordination, and effec-
tive communication to 
boost the BJP’s graph in 
the southern state.

One major area of  con-
cern raised by Modi, sou 
rces said, was the BJP 
MPs’ weak presence on 
social media. He drew a 
sharp contrast with Hy-
derabad MP Asaduddin 

Owaisi of  the AIMIM, 
noting how Owaisi has 
successfully leveraged 
social media platforms 
to amplify his message 
and connect with voters. 
The Prime Minister ad-
vised his party MPs to 
become more tech-savvy 
and proactive in using 
social media as a politi-
cal tool. He directed the 
m to build stronger en-
gagement with the pub-
lic and promote the cen-
tral government’s schem 
es more aggressively at 
the grassroots level.Modi 
reportedly underlined 
that the coming elections 
in Telangana would be 
crucial and that the BJP 
must aim to capture pow-
er in the state “under 
any circumstances.” He 
called for greater team-
work and more visibility 
at the constituency level, 
asserting that internal 
differences should not 
come in the way of  ex-
panding support among 

various sections of  soci-
ety. The Prime Minister’s 
message to the Andhra 
Pradesh MPs, though 
less severe, also carried a 
clear warning tone. He 
lauded Andhra Pradesh’s 
growth rate and its pro-
gress in attracting inve 
stments but pointed out 
that the state BJP lead-
ers were failing to capi-
talize on these develop-
ments politically. Modi is 
said to have asked why 
the party’s MPs had not 
effectively countered the 
criticism being levelled 
against the central gov-
ernment and the BJP by 
the YSR Congress Party 
(YSRCP) and others on 
social media and in pub-
lic forums.

Interestingly, Modi is 
understood to have ob-
served that Chief  Minis-
ter Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy has never directly 
attacked the BJP or the 
NDA government. In-
stead, Reddy’s political 

criticism has been most-
ly targeted at opposition 
leader N. Chandrababu 
Naidu and the TDP. Modi 
reportedly questioned 
the Andhra BJP MPs on 
why they had remained 
largely silent and inac-
tive in political discourse 
when opportunities ex-
isted to project the BJP 
as a credible alternative. 
Following this meeting, 
political observers be-
lieve the Telugu BJP 
units might intensify 
their outreach activities 
and sharpen their online 
presence. 

The Prime Minister’s 
direct intervention is 
bein -up call for party 
leaders in both Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana, 
signaling that perfor-
mance, visibility, and co-
ordination will now be 
closely monitored by the 
central leadership as 
preparations for the next 
electoral battle move 
into a decisive phase.

TPN Bureau |  
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A maravati: And 
hra Pradesh Chie 
f  Minister N. Ch 
andrababu Naidu 

on Thursday empha-
sized that the proposed 
Amaravati Quantum 
Valley should transfor 
m into a global hub for 
research, innovation, 
and advanced technolo-
gies, reinforcing the 
state’s ambition to posi-
tion itself  at the forefr   
ont of  scientific pro-
gress.During a meeting 
in Amaravati, Naidu 
interacted with a dele-
gation comprising lead-
ing academicians, re-
searchers, and represen 
tatives from technology 
firms specializing in 
quantum computation, 
wet-lab sciences, and w 
earable quantum tech-
no logies. 

The high-level group 
presented a detailed 
strategic roadmap for 
establishing India’s fir 
st integrated quantum 
biomedical research ec 
osystem in the capital 
region.Highlighting the 
importance of  syner-
gizing science, technol-
ogy, and entrepreneur-
ship, the Chief  Mi nist 
er said the Amaravati Q 
uantum Valley must se 
rve as a foundation for 
next-generation break-
throughs in quantum 
science, artificial intel-
ligence, and biot ech 
nology. 

He noted that the ini-
tiative aligns with 
Andhra Pradesh’s long-
term vision to attract 
high-value research in-
vestments and create a 
knowledge-based econ-
omy.Naidu directed of-
ficials to extend com-
plete institutional and 
infrastructural support 
for the project, includ-
ing the development of  
advanced laboratories, 
data centers, and incu-
bation spaces that can 
nurture startups and 
facilitate global colla-
bor ations. 

 He added that the 
state’s policy framewo 
rk would encourage ind 
ustry partnerships and 
provide incentives to 
research organizations 
choosing Amaravati as 

their base.Experts from 
the delegation outlined 
how the proposed ecosy 
stem could enable mul-
tidisciplinary research 
in quantum materials, 
biomedical devices, and 
neuro-computation, 
paving the way for in-
novations in health-
care, national security, 
and digital systems. 

They emphasized tha 

t 

Andhra Pradesh’s pro-
active governance and 
technology-driven poli-
cies make it an ideal 
destination for develop-
ing such a pioneering 
facility.Naidu further 
stated that Amaravati, 
envisioned as a “city of  
knowledge and innova-
tion,” must not remain 
limited to administra-
tive functions but evo 

lve into a center of  sci-
entific excellence. He 
reiterated his govern-
ment’s commitment to 
promoting STEM edu-
cation, funding re-
search fellowships, and 
strengthening collabo-
rations with leading 
global universities.

The Chief  Minister 
noted that the Amara-
vati Quantum Valley 
initiative would not 
only boost technologi-
cal self-reliance but 
also enhance India’s 
global standing in fron-
tier sciences. He as-
sured that the state gov-
ernment would fast-tr 
ack necessary clearanc-
es and provide robust 
digital infrastructure 
to operationalize the 
project at the earliest.

Amaravati Quantum Valley Must Emerge 
as Global Research Hub: CM Naidu

PM Modi Pulls Up BJP MPs from Telugu 
States Over Poor Performance

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 11

A maravati: The 
Andhra Pradesh 
Cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief  

Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu at the Secre-
tariat concluded earli-
er today, marked by a 
rare display of  the Ch 
ief  Minister’s visible 
displeasure towards 
some of  his cabinet col-
leagues.Sources pre-
sent in the meeting re-
vealed that the Chief  
Minister expressed se-
rious dissatisfaction 
over the tardiness of  
certain ministers who 
arrived late for the cru-
cial session. Naidu re-

portedly questioned 
their commitment to 
administrative disci-
pline, remarking that 
lack of  punctuality 
sends the wrong mes-
sage about the govern-
ment’s work culture. 

 “If  ministers fail to 
respect time, how can 
the system function ef-
ficiently?” the Chief  
Minister questioned, 
according to insiders.
Observers note that 
Naidu, known for his 
strict administrative 
style and emphasis on 
time management, has 
frequently reminded 
ministers and senior 
officers about main-
taining decorum and 
efficiency in official 
duties. Today’s repri-

mand is seen as a warn 
ing to ensure better co-
ordination and disci-
pline within the Cabi-
net, especially as the 
state faces pressing 
governance challen 
ges.  The meeting, 
which took place at the 
Secretariat in Vela-
gapudi, reportedly dis-
cussed several key pol-
icy matters related to 
infrastructure develop-
ment, welfare schemes, 
and the progress of  
various administrative 
initiatives across the 
newly reorganized dis-
tricts. Detailed delib-
erations were held on 
ongoing irrigation pro-
jects, employment gen-
eration programs, and 
preparations for the 

upcoming legislative 
session.

Minister for Infor-
mation and Public Re-
lations, Parthasarathi, 
is expected to brief  the 
media on the Cabinet’s 
decisions later in the 
afternoon. He is sched-
uled to hold a press con 
ference at 3 p.m. to out-
line the measures ap-
proved during the mee 
ting and provide offi-
cial details of  the discu 
ssions. Meanwhile, of-
ficials noted that the 
Chief  Minister direct-
ed every department to 
ensure stricter adher-
ence to timelines in im-
plementation of  gov-
er nment  schemes. 
Naidu emphasized that 
the government must 
set an example in ac-
countability and punc-
tuality, particularly in 
the delivery of  public 
services.Political ana-
lysts interpret this out-
burst as a reflection of  
the Chief  Minister’s 
determination to tight-
en governance stand-
ards and project ad-
ministrative serious 
ness. 

With the state’s de-
velopment agenda at a 
crucial stage, today’s 
Cabinet session high-
lights the gover n-
ment’s intent to main-
tain efficiency and 
discipline at all levels 
of  administration.

TPN Bureau | 

New Delhi, Dec 11 

P rime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
on Thursday laud-
ed the administra-

tion of  Andhra Prades 
h Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
calling it a “positive de-
velopment” for the sta 
te and for the NDA alli-
ance’s governance mo 
del. 

He also noted that 
the Centre has received 
encouraging feedback 
about the state’s per-
formance under the 
current leadership.The 
Prime Minister made 
these remarks at a br 
eakfast meeting he ho 
sted in New Delhi for 
the Members of  Parlia-
ment of  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) fro 
m Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, and the An-
daman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

Around 15 MPs at-
tended the informal ga 
thering, during which 
Modi is understood to 
have reviewed the po-
litical and developmen-
tal landscape in the so 
uthern states.Accord-
ing to reliable sources, 
Modi expressed satis-
faction that Andhra 
Pradesh has been at-
tracting a growing vol-
ume of  investments in 
recent months, reflect-
ing the state’s impro 
ved policy environm 
ent and investor-friend-

ly approach. 
“The direction in 

which Andhra Pradesh 
is moving under Chan-
drababu’s stewardship 
is very encouraging,” 
he was quoted as say-
ing. The Prime Minis-
ter reportedly remar 
ked that the synergy 
between the state gov-
ernment and the Cen-
tre is helping acceler-
ate industrial growth 
and infrastructure de-
velopment.However, 
Modi also conveyed his 
displeasure over what 
he described as the 
BJP’s lack of  assertive-
ness in Telangana. He 
told the MPs that the 
party should build a 
more proactive and vis-
ible presence in the 
state, especially as the 
main opposition ap-
pears weakened. 

“Telangana is an op-
portunity that we are 
letting slip. Why is the 
party lagging behind 
when there is space to 
grow?” the Prime Min-
ister is said to have 
asked, urging leaders 
to strengthen coordina-
tion at the grassroots 
level.The Prime Minis-
ter also discussed the 
ongoing political at-
tacks from YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) 
president Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy and his 
associates on social 
media. 

He directed BJP MPs 
to effectively counter 
the narrative spread by 
opposition forces and 

present the achieve-
ments of  the NDA gov-
ernment more force-
fully in public discou 
rse. Modi emphasized 
that misinformation 
campaigns should not 
go unchallenged and 
that the party’s comm 
unication teams must 
be more dynamic and 
responsive.In addition 
to state-level affairs, 
Modi urged Telugu-sp 
eaking MPs to play a 
more active role in na-
tional political debates 
and policy discuss 
ions. 

He called on them to 
frequently visit other 
states, participate in 
public outreach initia-
tives, and engage with 
citizens to raise aware-
ness about national is-
sues. “Being active on 
the ground brings both 
credibility and confi-
dence to our leader-
ship,” he reportedly 
told the MPs.The meet-
ing comes at a time 
when the BJP is recali-
brating its southern 
strategy, particularly 
after forming alliances 
with regional partners 
like the TDP in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

Modi’s observations 
are being viewed with-
in party circles as a sig-
nal for greater coordi-
nation between the 
BJP and its regional 
allies while simultane-
ously strengthening its 
independent organiza-
tional base in the 
South.

CM Chandrababu Expresses 
Strong Displeasure Over Ministers’ 

Delay at Cabinet Meeting

PM Modi Praises 
Chandrababu’s Governance, 

Urges BJP MPs to Counter 
YSRCP’s Criticism

He noted that the initiative aligns with 
Andhra Pradesh’s long-term vision to 
attract high-value research investments 
and create a knowledge-based economy.
Naidu directed officials to extend com-
plete institutional and infrastructural 
support for the project, including the 
development of advanced laboratories, 
data centers, and incubation spaces that 
can nurture startups and facilitate global 
collabor ations. 
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New Delhi:  Nar-
asaraopet MP Lavoo 
Srikrishna Devarayalu 
on Thursday appealed 
to the Union govern-
ment to extend imme-
diate financial and 
procurement support 
to cotton farmers in 
Andhra Pradesh who 
suffered massive loss-
es due to Cyclone Mon-
ta. Raising the issue in 
the Lok Sabha, the MP 
said that large tracts 
of  cotton farms across 
Guntur, Palnadu, and 
Krishna districts were 
devastated by the cy-
clone, leaving farmers 
in deep distress.

Devarayalu high-
lighted that around 1.8 
lakh acres of  cotton 
farmland were severe-
ly affected, with nearly 
1.25 lakh tonnes of  the 
harvested crop being 
damaged due to heavy 
rainfall and excess 
moisture content. “Be-
cause of  the cyclone, 

the quality of  the cot-
ton has deteriorated. 
M a n y  b a l e s  h ave 
turned discolored and 
carry high humidity 
levels, making them 
unfit for procurement 
under current Cotton 
Corporation of  India 
(CCI) norms,” he told 
Parliament.

The MP urged the 
Centre and the CCI to 
relax quality parame-
ters to allow the pur-
chase of  affected cot-
ton from the distressed 
farmers. He empha-
sized that unless pro-
curement rules are re-
vised to accommodate 
the current ground re-
alities, thousands of  
farmers will face fi-
nancial ruin. “The gov-
ernment should direct 
CCI to purchase dis-
colored and high-mois-
ture cotton so that far 
mers are not forced to 
sell their produce at 
throwaway prices to 
private traders,” he 

said.
Devarayalu also dre 

w attention to the bot-
tlenecks at CCI pro-
curement centers, not-
ing that limited daily 
slots are preventing 
farmers from selling 
their produce on time. 
He suggested an in-
crease in purchase 
counters and faster 
processing to ensure 
that the damaged cot-
ton can still fetch a rea-
sonable price.Further, 
he pointed out that the 
existing quota system 
for ginning mills is 
compounding farmers’ 
woes, as several units 
are unable to process 
the cotton within the 
stipulated limits. 

The MP appealed to 
the government to lift 
or relax quota restric-
tions temporarily so 
that the damaged stock 
can be quickly pro-
cessed before further 
spoilage.Concluding 
his statement, Devar-
ayalu urged the Union 
Ministries of  Textiles 
and Agriculture to 
jointly assess the scale 
of  damage in Andhra 
Pradesh and extend 
special relief  packages 
to the cyclone-hit far 
mers. 

“This is not just a 
procurement issue, it’s 
about protecting the 
livelihood of  thou-
sands of  small and 
marginal farmers,” he 
asserted.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

Dhar mavaram (Sri 
Sathya Sai District):

Madhya Pradesh Chief  
Minister Mohan Yadav 
on Thursday described 
former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee as a 
timeless symbol of  good 
governance and inclu-
sive development, whose 
vision continues to guide 
leaders across the coun-
try.Addressing a public 
meeting in Dharmavar-
am after unveiling Vaj-
payee’s statue, Mr. Yadav 
said the late leader’s po-
litical life was a model of  
leadership rooted in eth-
ics, foresight, and em 

pathy. 
The event marked the 

inauguration of  the 
‘Good Governance Ya 
tra’ in Andhra Pra desh  
an outreach initiative 
aimed at showcasing the 
BJP’s governance phi-
losophy and developmen-
tal achieveme nts.“Shri 
Vajpayee ji never saw 
politics as a struggle for 
power but as a mea ns to 
serve the nation. His de-
cisions on telecom re-
forms, rural connectivi-
ty through the Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yo-
jana, and welfare meas-
ures for the poor laid the 
foundatio ns of  a new In-
dia,” Mr. Yadav said, 

draw ing applause from 
the gathering.

He noted that Vajpay-
ee’s government ushered 
in a new era in India’s 
economic and infra 
structure landscape, cit-
ing landmark initiatives 
such as the Golden Qua 
drilateral highway net-
work and the streng 
thening of  rural roads 
that transformed village 
connectivity. Mr. Yadav 
also recalled the Pokh 
ran-II nuclear tests of  
1998 as a defining mo-
ment that enhanced In-
dia’s strategic stature glo 
bally.

Calling Vajpayee a 
statesman who bridged 

consensus across politi-
cal and regional lines, he 
said the former Prime 
Minister’s ability to bal-
ance development with 
dignity and dialogue 
made him “the architect 
of  modern India’s tran 
sformation.”The Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister urged party work-
ers to emulate Vajpayee’s 
ideals of  accountability, 
transparency, and peo-
ple-cen tric admini stra 
tion. 

“Good governance is 
not just about schemes; 
it’s about sincerity in ex-
ecution and commitment 
to every citizen,” he said.

The unveiling ceremony 
was attended by several 
BJP leaders from And 
hra Pradesh, including 
district functionaries, 
and witnessed a large 
turnout of  local resi-
dents and party suppo 
rters. 

The event also fea-
tured cultural tributes 
and the presentation of  a 

short documentary on 
Vajpayee’s legacy.Mr. Ya-
dav’s remarks set the 
tone for the ‘Good Gov-
ernance Yatra,’ which 
will highlight success 
stories from BJP-ruled 
states, focusing on inno-
vation, welfare, and in-
frastructure develop-
ment inspired by Vajpay 
ee’s principles.

Narasaropet MP Lavou Srikrishna 
Devarayalu urges Centre to support 
Cyclone ‘Monta’-hit cotton farmers

Vajpayee’s Leadership a Benchmark for Good 
Governance, Says MP CM Mohan Yadav

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

A m a r a v a t i :  T h e 
Andhra Pradesh Cabi-
net, chaired by Chief  Mi 
nister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, convened on 
Thursday at the Secre-
tariat and approved sev-
eral key projects across 
multiple departments. 
The meeting also wit-
nessed in-depth discus-
sions on crucial govern-
ance issues including 
land allocation, pending 
revenue matters, free 
electricity for handloom 
workers, and unresolved 
housing schemes.

Chief  Minister Naidu 
directed ministers to 
conduct district-level re-
views focusing on land 
allotments and revenue-
related problems. He ex-
pressed displeasure that 
certain issues continued 
to linger without resolu-
tion and questioned min-
isters on why such tasks 
were not promptly bro 
ught to his notice. Em-
phasizing accountability, 
he asked the ministers-
in-charge to take direct 
responsibility for ensur-
ing timely decisions and 
administrative follow-
ups.One of  the major top-
ics of  discussion was the 
delay in implementing 
free electricity for hand-
loom weave rs. A few 
ministers expressed ob-
jections to the Finance 
Department’s decision to 
keep the proposal pend-
ing. They pointed out 
that the scheme’s imple-

mentation had been un-
necessarily linked with 
the “Surya Ghar” solar 
initiative. In response, 
the Chief  Minister or-
dered immediate execu-
tion of  the free power 
scheme for weavers, in-
structing officials to de-
link it entirely from the 
Surya Ghar project. 

 He stressed that the 
welfare of  traditional 
weavers was a priority 
and should not be held up 
by technical or bureau-
cratic constraints.The 

Cabinet also took a seri-
ous note of  the situation 
concerning Jagananna 
Colonies, where a large 
number of  beneficiaries 
have not yet constructed 
houses on plots allotted 
to them during the previ-
ous administration. Sev-
eral ministers proposed 
that the government can-
cel pattas (title deeds) of  
those who failed to build 
houses within the pre-
scribed timeframe. 

They argued that man 
y sites remain vacant 
and idle, denying hous-

ing opportunities to de-
serving families.Howev-
er, Minister Kinjarapu 
Achennaidu informed 
the Chief  Minister that 
legally, pattas registered 
in the beneficiaries’ 
names could not simply 
be revoked, as ownership 
had already been con-
ferred. Chief  Secretary 
Neerabh Kumar Prasad 
supported this view, clar-
ifying that statutory per-
missions and due process 
must be followed.

Taking note of  both 
perspectives, Chief  Min-

ister Naidu instructed 
the ministers to hold fur-
ther deliberations and 
come up with a legally vi-
able course of  action. He 
suggested issuing formal 
notices to inactive benefi-
ciaries, seeking confir-
mation on whether they 
intend to build houses. In 
cases where they fail to 
respond or act, the gov-
ernment may consider 
reallocating the three-
cent plots to new eligible 
applicants, as previously 
recommended by the ad-
ministration.In another 
important directive, the 
Chief  Minister assigned 
senior IAS officer Sai 
Prasad to oversee the res-
olution of  all pending 
revenue-related cases 
within a year. 

He emphasized the 
need for officers to work 
in coordination with dis-
trict officials to settle dis-
putes in a time-bound 
manner, bringing relief  
to citizens awaiting deci-
sions on land and prop-
erty matters.Thursday’s 
Cabinet meeting reflect-
ed the state government’s 
focus on administrative 
transparency, welfare 
empowerment, and effec-
tive use of  public assets. 

Chief  Minister Naidu 
reiterated that every 
pending issue—from 
weavers’ welfare to hous-
ing and land administra-
tion must be brought to 
completion within a 
fixed timeline to main-
tain public trust in gov-
ern ance.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

Amaravati: The Andh 
ra Pradesh government 
has constituted a high-
level committee to evalu-
ate and enhance the med-
ical services provided to 
state government em-
ployees under the Em-
ployees Health Scheme 
(EHS). 

The initiative, ordered 
by Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, 

aims to resolve existing 
operational issues in the 
scheme and ensure the 
delivery of  efficient, 
transparent, and quality 
health services to em-
ployees and pensioners.
According to official or-
ders issued by Chief  Sec-
retary K. Vijayanand, 
the gover nment has 
formed a seven-member 
committee to study the 
functioning of  the EHS 
and submit comprehen-

sive recommendations 
for improvement. 

 The Chief  Secretary 
will serve as the commit-
tee’s chairperson, ensur-
ing inter-departmental 
coordination and admin-
istrative oversight.The 
committee also includes 
the Principal Secretaries 
of  the General Adminis-
tration De par tment 
(GAD), Finance Depart-
ment, and Medical & He 
alth Department as 

members. Representing 
the employees, Andhra 
Pradesh Non-Gazetted 
Officers (APNGO) Asso-
ciation state president A. 
Vidhyasa and Andhra 
Pradesh Revenue Servic-
es Association president 
Bopparaju Venkatesh-
warlu have been induct-
ed as members. 

In addition, the Chief  
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of  the NTR Vaidya Seva 
Trust has been appoint-

ed as both member and 
convener of  the commit-
tee, providing operation-
al input from the imple-
menting agency. The co 
mmittee has been tasked 
with undertaking a com-
prehensive review of  the 
current EHS structure, 
identifying service deliv-
ery gaps, and recom-
mending practical steps 
to improve patient exper 
ience. 

It will focus on issues 

such as empanelled hos-
pital performance, reim-
bursement delays, tech-
nological integration, 
and real-time monitor-
ing of  medical claims. 
Improvements to the dig-
ital EHS cards system 
and hospital feedback 
mechanisms are also ex-
pected to be key focus ar-
eas.The government has 
directed the committee 
to complete its study and 
submit a detailed report 
within eight weeks. 

Based on the commit-
tee’s findings, the gov-
ernment intends to initi-
ate policy and procedural 
changes to strengthen 
the EHS system further. 
The Chief  Secretary em-
phasized that the goal is 
to ensure that govern-
ment employees and 
their families receive 

timely and quality medi-
cal care without bureau-
cratic hurdles or proce-
dural delays.

The NTR Vaidya Seva 
Trust CEO has been in-
structed to extend all 
necessary support to the 
committee’s study, coor-
dinate with the empan-
elled hospitals, and initi-
ate preliminary reforms 
as per the committee’s 
interim recommenda-
tions. Officials stated 
that the government is 
determined to make the 
EHS a model health care 
support mechanism for 
employees, integrating 
smart governance and 
digital monitoring meas-
ures to ensure accounta-
bility and transparency.

The Employees Health 
Scheme, which provides 
cashless treatment to 

over eight lakh govern-
ment employees, pen-
sioners, and their de-
pendents, is one of  the 
state’s flagship welfare 
prog rams. Frequent 
complaints in recent 
months regarding de-
layed hospital reim-
bursements, technical 
glitches in the EHS card 
system, and inconsistent 
service quality prompted 
the government to revis-
it and reform the sche 
me’s implementation 
framework.

By forming this high-
level committee, the 
Naidu administration 
signals its intention to 
revamp the system, rein-
forcing its commitment 
to employee welfare and 
healthcare reform in the 
state’s public sector.

You should be Responsible

Government Forms High-Level Committee to 
Strengthen Medical Services Under EHS Scheme
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Narasaropet (Palnadu 
District): Tension pre-
vailed across Palnadu 
district on Thursday as 
several YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) leaders 
were allegedly placed 
under house arrest by 
the police while attemp 
ting to visit Macharla to 
express solidarity with 
the Pinnelli brothers, 
who are facing trial in a 
double murder case.

Addressing the media 
at the YSRCP district of-
fice in Linganguntla, 
party coordinators and 
former legislators in-
cluding Dr. Gopireddy 
Srinivasa Reddy, former 
minister Vidadala Raji-
ni, and former MLA 
Kasu Mahesh Reddy 
strongly condemned the 
police action. They ac-
cused the ruling Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP)-led 
coalition government of  
imposing an “unde-

clared emergency” in 
Palnadu district and 
branded the state’s law 
enforcement as acting 
under political pressur 
e. Dr. Gopireddy said 
that the leaders were 
heading to Macharla to 
meet the Pinnelli broth-
ers, who were appearing 
in court as per Supreme 
Court directions, when 
the police unlawfully ob-
structed their move-

ment. “Is it a crime to vi 
sit our party leaders 
who are surrendering 
before the court as per 
legal orders?” he asked. 
Alleging that the state 
under Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu 
and Nara Lokesh was 
running a “Red Book 
dictatorship,” he said it 
had become difficult to 
differentiate whether 
they were living in India 

or Pakistan.
The YSRCP leader 

claimed that the police 
had set up multiple 
check posts across Pal-
nadu, blocking roads 
leading to Macharla and 
preventing leaders from 
leaving their residenc-
es. “This government is 
targeting YSRCP cadres 
deliberately. Every pro-
gram planned by the 
party in Palnadu is be-

ing obstructed, whereas 
similar rallies including 
the ‘One-Crore Signa-
ture Campaign’ were al-
lowed in other districts 
like Anantapur and Ka-
dapa,” he said.Gopired-
dy alleged that police 
harassment had reached 
new heights, with party 
members receiving no-
tices overnight. 

“This is political ven-
detta in the name of  law 

and order. Once YSR 
Congress returns to po 
wer, every officer and 
police official who wron 
ged our cadre will be 
held accountable we 
will settle every account 
one by one,” he warned.
Former minister Vid-
adala Rajini joined the 
criticism, accusing the 
gover nment of  sup-
pressing opposition 
voice under the guise of  

police control. “How can 
visiting our colleagues 
be treated as a law-and-
order issue?” she asked, 
calling the restrictions 
undemocratic and con-
dem nable.

Similarly, former Gu-
razala MLA Kasu Ma-
hesh Reddy accused the 
police of  intimidating 
YSRCP members in con-
nection with the Mach 

avaram MPP election. 
“The police are over-
stepping their authority 
under this government. 
Those indulging in such 
overaction will face con-
sequences in the fu-
ture,” he warned.

The leaders said they 
were even prevented 
from addressing the 
press conference in per-
son, calling it an alarm-
ing indicator of  the de-
cline of  democratic 
freedoms in Palnadu 
district. “We are deter-
mined to fight this op-
pressive regime through 
democratic means,” 
they emphasized.

The YSRCP leaders 
concluded that the situ-
ation in Palnadu resem-
bled a “mini-emergen-
cy,” urging the Election 
Commission and the ju-
diciary to take note of  
what they called “politi-
cally motivated misuse 
of  police powers” agai 
nst opposition voices.

YSRCP Leaders Condemn “Dictatorial” Rule in 
Palnadu, Slam Police for House Arrests

Expelled TDP Leader Jayachandra 
Reddy Arrested in Mulakalacheruvu 

Fake Liquor Racket
TPN Bureau | Decem-

ber 11
Annamayya District: 

In a major breakthrough 
in the ongoing probe into 
the fake liquor manufac-
turing racket at Mulak 
alacheruvu, police have 
arrested expelled Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) lead-
er Jayachandra Reddy. 
Acting on credible intel-
ligence, Excise officials 
apprehended him in 
Bengaluru and are bring 
ing him back to Andhra 
Pradesh for further 
interrogation.

According to investi-
gators, Jayachandra Red 
dy is suspected to have 
played a key role in fi-
nancing and facilitating 
the illicit operation that 
came to light last month. 
He is alleged to be a close 
associate and key sup-
porter of  the prime ac-
cused, Addepalli Janard-
han Rao, who is believed 
to have masterminded 
the large-scale produc-
tion and distribution of  
counterfeit liquor in the 
Annamayya district.Of-

ficials stated that the re-
mand report identified 
Reddy as a crucial link in 
sustaining the racket. 

 “His involvement ap-
pears to have gone be-
yond mere financial as-
sistance. Evidence sugg 
ests that the illegal liq-
uor manufacturing ac-
tivities were carried out 
under his direct supervi-
sion,” said a senior po-
lice officer associated 
with the investigation.
The Mulakalacheruvu 
racket drew statewide at-
tention after raids un-
covered large quantities 
of  spurious liquor, bot-
tling equipment, and 
fake labels imitating 
popular brands. 

Excise officials have 
intensified their crack-
down since the bust, un-
covering a well-organ-
ized network that exten 
ded across multiple dis-
tricts and involved doz-
ens of  operatives.With 
Reddy’s arrest, the total 
number of  accused tak-
en into custody has now 
risen to 32. So far, 31 oth-

er suspects have already 
been remanded, includ-
ing factory operators, 
transporters, and local 
distributors linked to the 
illegal trade. 

Police sources re-
vealed that Jayachandra 
Reddy would be taken to 
the Madanapalle Excise 
Office for detailed ques-
tioning to trace the flow 
of  funds and to identify 
other political or busine 
ss links behind the rack-
et.Senior excise officials 
said that the ongoing in-
vestigation aims to dis-
mantle the entire supply 
chain responsible for cir-

culating fake liquor in 
the region. “We are tak-
ing a zero-tolerance 
approach. 

Those involved, re-
gardless of  their influ-
ence or political back-
ground, will face the 
law,” an official stated.
The arrest of  a former 
political figure has add-
ed a new dimension to 
the probe, raising ques-
tions about political pa-
tronage and local-level 
complicity in the illicit 
trade. Authorities expect 
more revelations as the 
interrogation progresses 
in the coming days.

TPN Bureau |  Decem-
ber 11

In a major develop-
ment in the sensational 
Gundlapadu double mur-
der case, former Mach-
erla MLA and Palnadu 
District YSRCP president 
Pinnelli Ramakrishna 
Reddy and his brother 
Pinnelli  Venkatara-
mireddy surrendered be-
fore the Macherla court 
on Thursday. Acting in 
compliance with the Su-
preme Co urt’s directive, 
the duo presented them-
selves at the court in the 
after noon, following 
which the Additional 
Junior Civil Judge Prash 
anth remanded them to 
14 days in judicial custo 
dy.

Post-surrender, the ac-
cused brothers under-
went medical examina-
tions at the local Primary 
Health Centre. Amid 
tight police security, they 
were transferred to Nel-
lore Central Jail, where 
they will remain under 
remand orders. Large po-
lice forces were deployed 
in and around Macherla 
to maintain law and or-
der, and Section 144 was 
imposed to prevent any 
untoward incidents.

The Pinnelli brothers 
stand accused in the 
Gundlapadu TDP lead-
ers' double murder ca se, 
in which J. Kotesw ara 
Rao and J. Venkateswar-
lu were brutally killed on 
May 24 this year. The in-
cident had triggered 
shock and outrage across 
Palnadu district due to 
its political overtones. In 
the charge list, Ram-
akrishna Reddy has be en 
named as A6, while his 
brother Venkataramired-
dy is A7.

Earlier, the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court had 
canceled their anticipa-
tory bail on August 29, 
noting discrepancies in 
the invest igation pro-
cess. Challenging this, 
the brothers approached 
the Supreme Court, 
which dismissed their 
petition on November 28 
and ordered them to sur-
render within two weeks. 

The apex court made 
critical observations dur-
ing the hearing, express-
ing surprise over how the 
accused had accessed the 
case diary and witness 
statements (under Sec-
tion 161) even before the 
filing of  the chargesheet. 
The court remarked that 
such privileges indicated 
possible police support 
and questioned the influ-
ence of  “powerful indi-
viduals” in evading ar-
rest. When the defense 
sought an extension of  
time for surrender, the 
court refused, noting 
that “police will not dare 

to arrest influential peo-
ple like you,” before fi-
nally giving them a two-
week window to comply.

Complying with that 
deadline, the Pinnelli 
brothers surrendered at 
the Macherla court on 
Thursday.Meanwhile, 
several YSR Congress 
Party leaders expressed 
strong objecti on to what 
they termed unlawful po-
lice restrictions placed 
on them while attempt-
ing to me et the surren-
dered leaders. Erragon-
dapalem MLA Tatikonda 
Chandrasekhar Rao, for-
mer MLAs Anna Ramba-
bu, and constituency in-
charges of  Ponnur and 
Sattenapalli, along with 
YSRCP state youth presi-
dent Baireddy Siddharth 
Reddy and party spokes-
person Shyamala, al-
leged that local police 
had placed them under 
illegal house arrest since 
Wednesday night.

Addressing reporters 
near the Macherla court, 
they condemned the gov-

ernment’s actions, claim-
ing that “Red Book rule” 
still prevails in the state. 
They alleged that police 
had set up 20 to 25 check-
points on routes leading 
to Macherla to prevent 
party members from vis-
iting the location. “Even 
though there is no in-
volvement in the case, 
our party district presi-
dent surrendered re-
specting the law, but the 
government denied us 
the right to even meet 
him,” they sa id. The 
leaders termed this as a 
violation of  democratic 
principles and warned 
that those responsible for 
these “undemocratic 
acts” would face public 
backlash in due course.
The Pinnelli brothers’ 
surrender marks a piv-
otal moment in the politi-
cally charged Palnadu 
murder case, likely to 
have significant political 
and legal repercussions 
across Andhra Pradesh 
in the days ahead.

Pinnelli Brothers Surrender in 
Macherla Court; Sent to 14-

Day Judicial Remand to 
Nellore jail.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

Kalyanadurgam: In a 
significant political de-
velopment in Ananta-
pur district, the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) has 
gained control of  the 
Kalyandurg Municipal-
ity after a tense and clo 
sely contested election. 
TDP leader Thalari 
Gouthami was elected 
as the new Municipal 
Chairperson on Thurs-
day, marking another 
local-level victory for 
the opposition party in 
Andhra Pradesh.The 
election was held in the 
Kalyandurg municipal 
of fice on Thursday 
morning amid high an-
ticipation and tight sec 
urity. 

The municipality has 
a total of  24 councilors, 
with the ruling YSR 
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) and TDP each 
fielding 11 members. Th 
e balance of  power rest-
ed with the ex-officio 
members, whose sup-
port became crucial in 
determining the out-

come.During the voting, 
MP Ambika Lakshmi-
narayana and MLA 
Surendra Babu, both ex-
officio members enti-
tled to vote in the elec-
tion, extended their 
support to the TDP nom 
inee Gouthami. 

 With this backing, 
Gouthami secured 13 
votes, ensuring her vic-
tory over the YSRCP 
candidate. The result 
tipped the balance deci-
sively in favor of  TDP, 
handing the party ad-
ministrative control of  
the Kalyandurg Munici-
pality.Political observ-
ers note that this victo-
ry, though local in scale, 
holds symbolic impor-
tance for the TDP as it 
continues to assert its 

presence across Andhra 
Pradesh ahead of  the 
2026 local body polls. 

The election atmos-
phere reportedly re-
mained peaceful, thoug 
h both parties had mo-
bilized their cadres in 
anticipation of  a close 
contest.The Kalyan-
durg chairperson elec-
tion reflected the con-
tinuing tussle between 
the TDP and YSRCP in 
the Rayalaseema re-
gion, which has often 
witnessed intense po-
litical rivalries. Party 
sources within the TDP 
described Gouthami’s 
victory as a “renew ed 
sign of  public confiden 
ce” in the party’s grass-
roots leadership. The 
YSRCP, on the other 

hand, was understo od 
to have taken the set-
back seriously and is 
expected to review the 
internal factors that led 
to its loss despite having 
equal representation in 
the municipal body.

Meanwhile, in anoth-
er development in Pal-
nadu district, the TDP 
also registered a nota-
ble success by securing 
the Machavaram Man-
dal Parishad President 
(MPP) post. Kokkera 
Anjamma, an MPDC 
member from Pillutla 
village, was unani-
mously elected as MPP 
after receiving majority 
backing from the avail-
able members.

The Machavaram 
Mandal Parishad com-
prises 15 MPDC mem-
bers, but one seat fell 
vacant following a me 
mber’s death. Of  the 14 
members who attended 
Thursday’s meet ing, 
six extended their sup-
port to the TDP nomi-
nee, effectively sealing 
Anjamma’s election to 
the top mandal post.

TDP Gains Control of Kalyandurg Municipality 
and Machavaram MPP Post
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Vijayawada | Guntur:  
Guntur District Collec-
tor Ms. Tameem Ansaria 
emphasized the urgent 
need for collective efforts 
to eliminate child marri 
ages across the district, 
calling it a deep-rooted 
social problem that de-
mands coordinated in-
tervention and sustained 
public awareness. Chair-
ing a district-level re-
view meeting at the Col-
lectorate on the prevent 
ion of  child marriages, 
she called upon officials 
from various departme 
nts to act decisively and 
work hand in hand with 
local communities to 
curb the practice.

 Addressing the offi-
cials, Ms. Ansaria expl 
ained that despite re-
peated campaigns and 
awareness drives, in-
stances of  child marriag-
es continue to surface in 
rural pockets of  the dis-
trict, often justified on 
grounds of  tradition, 
poverty, and social pres-
sure. She stated that eve-
ry child, especially the 
girl child, has the right to 
education, health, and 

dignity — rights that are 
often denied through the 
regressive practice of  
early marriage.

“We must treat every 
report of  a child mar-
riage attempt as a matter 
of  priority. Rehabilita-
tion, counseling, and 
awareness are just as im-
portant as enforcement,” 
she said. The Collector 
reaffirmed the adminis-
tration’s commitment to 
total eradication of  child 
marriages and called 
upon every government 
department to play an ac-
tive role. 

“The government ma-
chinery should work in 
close coordination with 
non-governmental or-

ganizations and commu-
nity leaders to spread 
awareness about the ill 
effects of  child marriag-
es,” she observed.Officia 
ls from the Women De-
velopment and Child 
Welfare Department, the 
Health Department, Edu-
cation Department, and 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment took part in the 
meeting. 

District Women and 
Child Welfare Officer 
Ms. Prasoon, District 
Medical and Health Of-
ficer Dr. Vijaya Lakshmi, 
and District Social Wel-
fare Officer Mr. Chennai-
ah were among the key 
participants. The offi-
cials discussed inter-de-

partmental mechanisms 
for surveillance and pre-
ventive action, including 
the strengthening of  vil-
lage-level and mandal-
level Child Marriage Pre-
vention Committees.

During the review, it 
wa s also decided to in-
tensify awareness cam-
paigns using Anganwadi 
workers, school teachers, 
and local volunteers to 
identify families at risk 
and counsel them appr 
opriately. 

The Collector stressed 
that child marriage is 
not merely a legal viola-
tion but a violation of  
child rights that has long 
-term consequences on 
health, education, and 

economic empowerment  
especially for girls.Medi-
cal experts at the meet-
ing shared concerns abo 
ut the health implicati 
ons of  early pregnancies, 
including high maternal 
mortality, low birth wei 
ght, and malnutrition 
among young mothers 
and their children. 

Officials underlined 
the need to integrate 
health awareness with 
educational and social 
programs aimed at ado-
lescents.Ms. Ansaria 
urged panchayat secre-
taries and field-level of-
ficers to remain vigilant 
and respond swiftly to 
any tipoff  related to po-
tential child marriages. 
She called for greater 
public participation to 
ensure that reforms ex-
tend beyond government 
initiatives. 

“This is not just an ad-
ministrative fight; it is a 
social movement,” she 
concluded, urging every 
citizen to stand against 
child marriage and con-
tribute to building a saf-
er, more progressive 
Guntur district.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 11

Vijayawada: The an-
nual Bhavani Deeksha 
relinquishment cele-
brations began in gra 
ndeur at Indrakeelad 
ri, the sacred hill in Vi-
jayawada that houses 
the famous Sri Kanaka 
Durga temple. The hill-
top temple, one of  the 
most revered Shakti 
shrines in South India, 
is witnessing a mas-
sive influx of  devotees 
as thousands of  Bhava-
ni Deeksha holders ar-
rive to complete their 
spiritual observance 
in the presence of  God-
dess Kanaka Durga.

The Deeksha relinq  
uishment festival, wh 
ich started today, will 
continue until Decem-
ber 15. Devotees who 
have undertaken the 
rigorous Bhavani De 
eksha ritual for 41 days 
come to the temple to 
conclude their vows. 
The festive atmosphere 
on the hill reflects deep 
devotion, discipline, 
and religious fervor as 
devotees participate in 
elaborate rituals under 
the supervision of  the 
temple priests and the 
management of  the Sri 
Durga Malleswara S 
wamy Varla Devas tha 
nam.

According to temple 
authorities, the cere-
mony began with the 
Kalasha Jyothis being 
brought from the sanc-
tum sanctorum of  the 
main temple to the spe-
cially arranged Homa 
Gundams (sacred fire 
pits) at the foothills. T 
he holy flames were in-
stalled at the auspicio    
us muhurtham (time) 
to mark the commence-
ment of  the Viramana 
Mahotsavam—the for-
mal conclusion of  the 
Bhavani Deeksha.

After completing the 
Giri Pradakshina, a 
circumambulation of  
th e sacred hill, Deek-

sha holders were al-
lowed into the temple t 
hrough organized que 
ue lines for darshan of  
Goddess Kanaka Dur-
ga. Temple officials, 
police personnel, and 
volunteers from sever-
al organizations are co-
ordinating efforts to m 
aintain order as heavy 
crowds continue to 
swell. 

Special  ar range-
ments have been put in 
place by the endow-
ment department and 
local administration to 
ensure the smooth con-
duct of  the event. Sepa-
rate queue complexes, 
drinking water facili-
ties, first aid centers, 
and temporary resting 
areas have been estab-
lished at various poin 
ts along the queue line 
s and around the tem-
ple premises. 

Signboards and vol-
unteers are guiding de 
votees throughout the 
day-and-night darshan 
schedule.The city of  
Vijayawada has taken 
on a festive atmosph 
ere as the temple sur-
roundings echo with 
devotional chants and 
the scent of  incense. 
Bhavani Deeksha hold-
ers, identifiable by 
their saffron robes and 
ritual accessories, can 
be seen performing pu-
jas and participating 

in sacred ceremonies. 
Many devotees ex-

pressed their joy at be-
ing able to complete 
their vow before the 
presiding deity after 
the difficult 41-day ob-
servance, which in-
cludes strict adherence 
to vegetarian food, celi-
bacy, and daily prayer.
Temple Executive Of-
ficer and officials from 
the Endowments De-
partment have urged 
devotees to cooperate 
with authorities and 
follow the prescribed 
guidelines for safety 
and sanitation. Addi-
tional police forces 
have been deployed to 
manage the flow of  ve-
hicles and pedestrians 
around the hill temple, 
particularly in the Ka 
nakadurganagar area 
where the main rituals 
of  relinquishment are 
taking place.

As the Bhavani De 
eksha Viramana Ma-
hotsavam unfolds over 
the next few days, the 
spiritual energy and 
devotion of  thousands 
of  participants are ex-
pected to further en-
hance the sanctity and 
significance of  the In-
drakeeladri shrine—a 
symbol of  divine pow-
er and cultural unity 
in Andhra Pradesh.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 11

Amaravati: Taking 
strong objection to the 
YSR Congress Party 
(YSRCP) leaders’ criti-
cism of  Minister Nara 
Lokesh’s meetings wit 
h global industry lead-
ers, TDP MLA Yarlaga 
dda Venkatrao denou 
nced their comments 
as baseless and driven 
by political jealousy. 
Speaking to the media 
on Thursday, he said 
YSRCP leaders were 
unable to digest Loke-
sh’s growing stature on 
the international stage, 
and hence were resort-
ing to “irrational and 
envious statements.”

 Venkatrao clarified 
that Lokesh was con-
ducting his personal 
foreign visits using his 
own funds, not govern-
ment money. “If  any-
one proves that Lokesh 
misused public money, 
I am ready to resign 
from my post,” he de-
clared, throwing an op 
en challenge to the op-
position.Highlighting 
the ongoing efforts of  
the government, Ven-
katrao said Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu was continuous-

ly reviewing adminis-
trative progress to 
steer Andhra Pradesh 
back on track and re-
build the state after 
years of  misgovern 
ance. 

He further praised 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan for 
granting long-pending 
promotions to nearly 
10,000 employees in the 
Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment, ensuring stabili-
ty and motivation in 
the department.Refer-
ring to Lokesh’s mis-
sion to attract invest-
ments, Venkatrao said 
the minister was work-
ing toward the goal of  
generating 20 lakh new 
employment opportu-
nities, as promised dur-
ing his “Yuvagalam” 
padayatra. 

During his recent US 
trip, Lokesh reportedly 
met CEOs and senior 
executives of  nearly 18 
global giants including 
Google, NVIDIA, Adob 
e, Intel, and OpenAI, to 

invite them to invest in 
Andhra Pradesh. Nota-
bly, he pointed out that 
NVIDIA alone has a m 
arket capitalization of  
around $4.6 trillion 
higher than India’s 
GDP of  $4.19 trillion.
The MLA drew a paral-
lel with Naidu’s past 
achievements, recall-
ing how the TDP supre-
mo brought Microsoft 
to Hyderabad, trans-
forming the city into 
an IT powerhouse with 
annual exports of  ₹2.9 
lakh crore. 

“Following in his fa-
ther’s footsteps, Lokesh 
is now planning to bri 
ng Google to Visakhapa 
tnam, making it a fu-
ture investment hub,” 
Venkatrao noted. Tak-
ing a jibe at the YSRCP 
leadership, he ques-
tioned how many re-
view meetings their 
ministers had conduct-
ed during their tenure. 
He also criticized a YS-
RCP leader for disap-
pearing from public 
view for a year follow-
ing his electoral loss, 
remarking that such 
behavior showed disre-
spect toward the peo-
ple’s democratic verd 
ict.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

Vijayawada | Tirupati: 
A shocking burglary has 
been reported at the resi-
dence of  a Tirumala Tir 
upati Devasthanams (TT 
D) employee, where thiev 
es made away with arou 
nd 320 grams of  gold or-
naments and ₹10 lakh in 
cash. The incident took 
place in Perumulpalli vil 
lage under the Tirupati 
Rural Police Station lim-
its on Wednesday night.
According to police, the 
victim, identified as Mu-
rali Mohan, works as a 
Duffedar in the TTD of-
fice at Tiruchanur. 

His family resides in 
Perumulpalli, part of  the 
Tirupati rural mandal. 
Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the 
house was targeted while 
the family was away in 
Bengaluru for wedding 
preparations. Police said 
that Murali Mohan’s da 
ughter’s marriage had 
recently been fixed, and 
his wife and daughter ha 
d travelled to Bengaluru 
on Wednesday to pur-
chase wedding essenti 
als.

  Before leaving, they 
locked the house, and 
Murali Mohan went to 
his office at Tiruchanur 
as usual. When his wife 

and daughter returned 
the next morning, they 
were shocked to find the 
main door lock broken 
and the doors disman-
tled.Upon receiving a 
call from his family, Mu-
rali Mohan rushed back 
home and immediately 
lodged a complaint with 
the Tirupati Rural Po-
lice. Circle Inspector Ch-
inna Govindu confirmed 
that a special investiga-
tion team has been for  
med to track down the 
culprits. 

Police teams have be-
gun examining CCTV 
footage from the neigh-
bourhood to identify sus-
picious movements dur-
ing the night hours.For 
ensic experts have also 
been called to the scene 
to gather fingerprints 
and other evidence. The 
burglars are suspected to 
have closely monitored 
the family’s movements 
before carrying out the 
theft. 

Investigators believe 
that the incident occu  

rred sometime between 
Wednesday evening and 
early Thursday morn-
ing. Speaking to the me-
dia, CI Chinna Govindu 
assured that the police 
are pursuing multiple 
leads and are confident 
of  solving the case soon. 
The incident has caused 
concern in the area, par-
ticularly among TTD em-
ployees and residents of  
nearby localities, who 
are urging authorities to 
strengthen night patroll 
ing.

This latest incident 
adds to a series of  recent 
burglaries reported in 
the rural limits of  Tiru-
pati, highlighting the 
need for enhanced sur-
veillance and preventive 
policing. Police have ad-
vised residents to alert 
local authorities before 
leaving town for extend-
ed periods and to ensure 
proper security meas-
ures around their homes.

TTD Employee’s House Burgled in Tirupati: 
Gold and Cash Worth Over ₹10 Lakh Stolen

Bhavani Deeksha 
Conclusion Begins at 

Indrakeeladri: Thousands 
of Devotees Flock to 

Vijayawada

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11, 2025

Visakhapatnam | Vi-
jayawada: A new chapter 
in Visakhapatnam’s tour 
ism and public transport 
development began on 
Thursday with the laun  
ch of  an electric double-
decker bus service to the 
sacred hill shrine of  Si 
mhachalam. The service, 
inaugurated by officials 
from the Andhra Prad 
esh Tourism Departmen 
t, aims to provide an eco-
friendly and comfortable 
travel experience for 
both pilgrims and tourist 
s visiting the temple of  
Lord Appanna Swamy.

The introduction of  
this bus service marks a 
significant step toward 
promoting sustainable 
tourism in the city. The 
fully electric buses are 

designed to reduce car-
bon emissions while of-
fering passengers a pan-
oramic view of  the scen 
ic route leading to Sim-
hachalam. Equipped 
with modern amenities, 
the double-decker buses 
are expected to attract 
both devotees and sight-
seers who wish to enjoy 
a unique perspective of  
Visakhapatnam’s urban 
and natural landscapes.

 Officials noted that 
the route has been 
planned to connect key 
tourist spots in the city 
before culminating at the 
Simhachalam temple. 
This will allow passen-
gers to enjoy an integrat-
ed travel experience that 
combines spirituality 
with sightseeing. The 
service will operate at 
regular intervals throug 
hout the day, providing 

convenient connectivity 
for visitors and reducing 
traffic congestion in the 
pilgrimage zone.

Speaking at the launc 
h, a senior tourism offi-
cial said the initiative is 
part of  a broader effort 
to improve tourism in-
frastructure and create 
memorable experiences 
for visitors. “Simhacha-
lam is one of  Andhra 
Pradesh’s most revered 
temples, drawing thou-
sands of  devotees every 
day. The new double-
decker electric buses 
will not only make the 
journey more comforta-
ble but also reflect our 
commitment to green 
mobility and tourism de-
velopment,” the official 
stated.

Local residents have 
welcomed the move, 

pointing out that such 
services add value to the 
city’s growing reputa-
tion as a clean and mod-
ern coastal destination. 
Environmentalists, too, 
appreciate the adoption 
of  electric vehicles, 
which aligns with Vi-
sakhapatnam’s ongoing 
efforts to become a mod-
el eco-friendly city.

With this launch, tour-
ism authorities expect 
an increase in footfall to 
Simhachalam and better 
connectivity between the 
city’s major attractions. 
The initiative also high-
lights Andhra Pradesh’s 
focus on blending cultur-
al heritage with sustain-
able transport innova-
tions, reinforcing Visakh 
apatnam’s position as a 
leading tourism hub in 
South India.

Collector Stresses Public Awareness to 
Eradicate Child Marriages in Guntur District

New Electric Double-Decker Bus Service 
Launched to Simhachalam

Yarlagadda Venkatrao Slams YSRCP Over 
Remarks on Nara Lokesh’s US Trip
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TPN Bureau | De-
cember 11

Ghantasala (Krish-
na District): Avani-
gadda MLA and Legis-
lative Council member 
Budha Prasad has ap-
pealed to the State Gov-
ernment to introduce 
new technical and em-
ployment-oriented 
courses in agricultural 
polytechnic colleges 
a c r o s s  A n d h r a 
Pradesh to improve ca-
reer opportunities for 
students.

 Speaking as the 
chief  guest at the 
Freshers’ Day celebra-
tions at the Agricultur-
al Polytechnic College, 
Ghantasala, on Thurs-
day evening, Budha 
Prasad highlighted the 
need to strengthen 
technical education in 
the agriculture sector. 
He observed that the 
Fisheries Polytechnic 
College established at 
Bhavadevarapalli in 
his constituency one 
of  the two colleges he 
initiated—has achieved 
remarkable success. 

He noted that almost 
all students from the 
college are securing 
employment opportu-
nities in both govern-
ment and private sec-
t o r s  s o o n  a f t e r 
completing their cours-
e s . S t a t i n g  t h a t 

Bhavadevarapalli’s 
Fisheries Polytechnic 
College was the first of  
its kind in the country, 
Budha Prasad said its 
success inspired the 
establishment of  sev-
eral such colleges 
across India. 

He urged the govern-
ment to adopt a similar 
approach in agricul-
tural polytechnic col-
leges by introducing 
modern, technology-
driven courses that 
align with current in-
dustry demands.The 
MLA also mentioned 
that he had brought to 
the notice of  the As-
sembly the need to 
hand over the build-
ings of  the Govern-
ment Tribal Hostel, 
where the college has 
been functioning tem-
porarily, to the Agri-
cultural University for 
d e ve l o p m e n t  a n d 
renovation. 

Responding to his re-
quest, District Collec-
tor D.K. Balaji issued 
orders transferring 
the hostel premises to 
the college a decision 
Budha Prasad de-
scribed as a positive 
development.He fur-
ther informed that 
during his recent visit 
to Ghantasala, State 
Agriculture Minister 
K. Achannaidu person-

ally inspected the col-
lege campus and re-
sponded positively to 
the request for sanc-
tioning funds for new 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development. 

Budha Prasad as-
sured that he would 
continue to work for 
the overall growth and 
modernization of  the 
institution. On the oc-
casion, students ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to the MLA for his con-
tinuous support from 
the establishment of  
the college to the recent 
transfer of  buildings 
and felicitated him for 
his efforts in securing 
CC roads, compound 
walls, and other ameni-
ties for the college. 

The cultural perfor-
mances by students 
added vibrancy to the 
Freshers’ Day event.
Former ZP Vice Chair-
man Gorrepati Venkata 
Ramakrishna, senior 
leaders Paruchuri Sub-
hash Chandrabose, Sar-
panch Banavath Ven-
kateswaramma, PACS 
Chairman Bandi Parat-
para Rao, College Prin-
cipal Veeramachineni 
Satya Priya Lalitha, 
Vice Principal J. Pad-
mavathi, faculty mem-
bers, and students par-
t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
celebrations.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 11

Narasaraopet: Prep-
arations are in full 
swing in Narasaraopet 
of  Palnadu district for 
the traditional bull 
race competitions 
scheduled to be held 
from December 25 to 
31 at the Dr. Kodela 
Siva Prasada Rao Sta-
dium located on the 
Sattenapalli  Road. 
MLA Dr. Chadalawada 
Aravind Babu, who is 
taking a keen interest 
in promoting rural 
cultural events, per-
formed the traditional 
B h o o m i  Po o j a  o n 
Thursday to mark the 
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e 
arrangements.

  The ceremony be-
gan amid much devo-
tion and enthusiasm, 
with priests conduct-
ing rituals and partici-
pants offering prayers 
for the successful con-
duct of  the week‑long 
festive event.  The 
MLA, addressing the 
gathering, said that 
the bull races are not 
just a competitive 
sport but a proud ex-
pression of  local cul-
ture and rural tradi-
tion that has been 
cherished through 
generations. He also 
noted that such events 
strengthen the bond 
between farmers, cat-
tle owners, and the 
wider community, 
while adding vibrancy 
to the Sankranti cele-
brations every year.

Organizers revealed 

that elaborate prepa-
rations are being made 
to accommodate a 
large number of  par-
ticipants and visitors. 
Every year, the event 
attracts bull owners 
and enthusiasts from 
across Andhra Pradesh 
who bring their prized 
animals to compete. 
The competitions, con-
ducted in a festive at-
mosphere with tradi-
tional music, cheers, 
and local food stalls, 
have become a major 
attraction for people 
of  the Palnadu region 
and neighboring dis-
t r i c t s . T h i s  ye a r ’s 
event is expected to 
witness participation 
from hundreds of  
bulls and teams from 
different parts of  the 
state. 

Special seating ar-
rangements and secu-
rity measures are be-
ing planned to ensure 
a safe and well‑organ-
ized experience for 
visitors. Animal wel-
fare and safety proto-

cols, including proper 
veterinary care and 
hydration facilities for 
bulls, are also part of  
the arrangements.Sev-
eral local leaders, or-
ganizers, and devoted 
residents attended the 
Bhoomi Pooja pro-
gram alongside Dr. 
Aravind Babu. 

The MLA expressed 
his gratitude to the 
supporters and event 
committee members 
for preserving tradi-
tional sports in an era 
of  modernization. He 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  keeping rural 
cultural heritage alive 
for future generations.

As the festive season 
nears, Narasaraopet is 
all set to transform 
into a vibrant hub of  
tradition, competi-
tion, and celebration, 
drawing large crowds 
eager to witness the 
thrilling spectacle of  
bull races that high-
light the spirit and 
p r i d e  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s countryside.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

A m a r av a t i :  T h e 
Andhra Pradesh Cabi-
net, chaired by Chief  
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, convened a 
crucial meeting at the 
Secretariat on Thursday 
and cleared 44 key agen-
da items aimed at accel-
erating infrastructure 
growth, urban develop-
ment, and welfare meas-
ures across the state. 
The meeting signaled 
the government’s re-
newed commitment to 
strengthening Amara-
vati’s position as the 
state’s administrative 
capital while ensuring 
balanced development 
in other regions.

The Cabinet gave ad-
ministrative approval 
for 506 projects across 
various sectors with an 
aggregate outlay of  
₹9,500 crore. Among the 
most significant deci-
sions was the approval 
for major construction 
and connectivity pro-
jects in the capital re-
gion, besides infrastruc-
ture development in 
tribal and rural areas.
Boost to Amaravati In-

frastructureThe Cabi-
net approved several 
high-value projects for 
Amaravati, including 
the construction of  Lok 
Bhavan, the Assembly 
Durbar Hall, the Gover-
nor’s office, guest hous-
es, and staff  quarters. 

  These facilities are 
expected to provide ad-
ministrative and resi-
dential infrastructure 
for government officials 
and visiting dignitaries, 
reinforcing the capital’s 
civic and institutional 
framework. A major 
connectivity initiative 
received a green signal 
as well. The government 
cleared administrative 
sanction for the Seed Ac-
cess Road project link-
ing Amaravati to Na-
tional Highway-16 at an 
estimated cost of  ₹532 
crore. 

This key highway link 

will enhance access to 
the capital city and sup-
port economic and ve-
hicular movement be-
tween Amaravati and 
neighboring districts.
Urban Water Manage-
ment and Developmen-
tA significant portion of  
the Cabinet’s agenda fo-
cused on urban infra-
structure improvement 
and water management. 
Under the Municipal 
Administration and Ur-
ban Development De-
partment, the Cabinet 
sanctioned a series of  
integrated water man-
agement projects aimed 
at better utilization and 
supply of  water in ur-
ban areas. 

The initiatives are in-
tended to address issues 
of  drinking water, 
drainage, and resource 
sustainability amid rap-
id urbanization.Rural 

and Tribal Area Initia-
tivesIn a major step to-
ward strengthening wa-
ter conservation in 
drought-prone areas, 
the Cabinet approved 
administrative sanc-
tions for the mainte-
nance and management 
of  check dams on the 
Paleru River in Kuppam 
constituency. This is ex-
pected to enhance irri-
gation and groundwater 
levels, offering long-
term benefits to local 
farmers and residents.

The Cabinet also gave 
its approval to the Trib-
al Welfare Department 
for promoting 417 lan-
guage pandits to the cad-
re of  School Assistants. 
T his  decision wil l 
strengthen educational 
infrastructure in tribal 
and rural schools, im-
proving teaching stand-
ards and career progres-

sion for educators. 
Focus on Balanced De-
velopmentOfficials indi-
cated that these Cabinet 
decisions reflect a bal-
anced approach between 
capital region develop-
ment and decentralized 
growth across the state. 
With a total of  44 agenda 
items discussed, the gov-
ernment’s priorities en-
compassed infrastruc-
ture, education, water 
management, and pub-
lic welfare.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Naidu emphasized the 
need for rigorous moni-
toring and timely exe-
cution of  all approved 
projects. Sources said 
the government aims to 
expedite project imple-
mentation to ensure 
tangible outcomes in 
sectors critical to pub-
lic service delivery and 
economic growth.

The Cabinet’s latest 
approvals signal the 
Naidu administration’s 
determination to re-
vive Amaravati as a 
world -class  capital 
while simultaneously 
addressing local devel-
o p m e n t a l  n e e d s 
statewide.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 11

Chirala | Bspatla Dis-
trict: MLA Madduluri 
Mala Kondayya Express-
es Gratitude to CM Chan-
drababu Naidu and Dep-
uty CM Pawan Kalyan.  
In a significant develop-
ment aimed at improv-
ing the rural road infra-
s t r u c t u r e ,  A n d h r a 
Pradesh Chief  Minister 
N a r a  C h a n d r ab abu 
Naidu has sanctioned ₹10 
crore for the moderniza-
tion of  panchayat roads 
in a key constituency. 
The initiative marks a 
m a j o r  s t e p  t ow a rd 
strengthening local con-
nectivity and rural de-
velopment.  The an-
nouncement has been 
widely welcomed by resi-
dents, local bodies, and 
public representatives.

  Expressing his heart-
felt gratitude for this 
sanction, constituency 
MLA Madduluri Mall 
Kondayya conveyed deep 
appreciation to Chief  
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu and Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan 
for their continued sup-
port and commitment to 

grassroots development. 
The legislator said the 
long-pending demand 
from various village pan-
chayats for better roads 
has finally received at-
tention, which will sig-
nificantly improve trans-
p o r t ,  a g r i c u l t u r e 
logistics, and public 
accessibility.

According to MLA 
Mall Kondayya, the Rs. 
10 crore grant will be uti-
lized for the moderniza-
tion and upgradation of  
internal and inter-pan-
chayat roads that con-
nect remote habitations. 
The project will include 
laying of  new bitumen 
roads, widening of  exist-
ing routes, and strength-
e n i n g  o f  d a m a g e d 
stretches in line with 
modern standards. He 
said this allocation will 
particularly benefit 
farmers, daily commut-
ers, students, and small 
traders who rely on rural 
road networks for their 
livelihoods.

The MLA emphasized 
that improved roads are 
crucial for rural econom-
ic progress. “When road 
infrastructure improves, 

agricultural produce can 
reach markets faster, 
farmers can save trans-
portation costs, and em-
ployment opportunities 
will expand. This alloca-
tion from the Chief  Min-
ister and the Deputy 
Chief  Minister reflects 
their vision for a mod-
er n,  well -connected 
Andhra Pradesh,” he 
added.

He further stated that 
special attention will be 
given to ensuring quality 
standards during the 
works. Engineering de-
partments have been in-
structed to prepare esti-
mates and finalize the 
tender process immedi-
ately, so that construc-
tion can commence with-

out delay. Supervision 
committees  wil l  be 
formed to monitor pro-
gress and prevent any 
substandard work.Local 
panchayat representa-
tives hailed the sanction 
as a milestone for their 
region. Villagers report-
edly expressed happi-
ness that the govern-
ment is fulfilling its 
promise of  balanced 
development. 

Many have said that 
rural roads, often ne-
glected for years, had be-
come nearly unusable 
during monsoons, se-
verely affecting trans-
port and access to essen-
tial services.Deputy 
Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, who has been fo-

cusing on rural empow-
erment and infrastruc-
ture in his portfolio, is 
said to have played a key 
role in facilitating the re-
lease of  funds. Sources 
at the Panchayat Raj De-
partment confirmed that 
modernization works 
will be completed in 
phases across all identi-
fied panchayats.

MLA Mall Kondayya 
reiterated that the gov-
er nment’s proactive 
measures under Chan-
drababu Naidu’s lead-
ership are transform-
i n g  r u r a l  A n d h r a 
Pradesh. He expressed 
confidence that  the 
state’s infrastructure 
push, combined with 
transparent gover n-
ance, will boost overall 
development and im-
prove quality of  life in 
villages.

The ₹10 crore mod-
e r n i z a t i o n  p r o j e c t 
stands as another ex-
ample of  the coalition 
government’s focus on 
inclusive growth, en-
suring that rural com-
munities receive the 
same attention and pro-
gress as urban centers.

10 Crore Sanction for Panchayat Roads Modernization

TPN Bureau | Decem-
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Ongole, Prakasam 
District — In a major 
breakthrough against 
narcotics trafficking, 
the Ongole police on 
Wednesday apprehend-
ed two individuals at the 
Ongole RTC bus stand 
for allegedly transport-
ing ganja and cannabis-
infused chocolates. The 
accused, both residents 
of  Chennai, were inter-
cepted by the Crime 
Control Station (CCS) 
police shortly after ar-
riving from Odisha with 
a consignment intended 
for distribution in Tamil 
Nadu.

According to police 
reports, the two sus-
pects had boarded a 
train from Odisha car-
rying approximately 
one kilogram of  ganja, 
which they intended to 
smuggle into Chennai. 
However, their journey 
was cut short when rail-
way officials discovered 
that they were traveling 
without valid tickets. 
Upon inspection, the of-

ficials forced them to 
disembark at Ongole 
railway station.Strand-
ed and seeking an alter-
nate mode of  transport, 
the duo reportedly pro-
ceeded to the Ongole 
RTC bus stand to board 
a bus to Chennai. 

Acting on a tip-off, the 
CCS police team con-
ducted a surprise in-
spection at the depot. 
During the search, offic-
ers discovered packets 
of  ganja and several 
quantities of  cannabis-
laced chocolates con-
cealed in their luggage. 
Ongole DSP (Crime) 
stated that the arrest 
was part of  an ongoing 
crackdown on narcotics 
smuggling networks op-
erating across state bor-
ders. “Our personnel 
have intensified surveil-
lance at transport hubs 
after receiving intelli-
gence inputs about the 
movement of  contra-
band through rail and 
road routes. 

 The two suspects de-
tained here were at-
tempting to move the 

drug consignment into 
Tamil Nadu in the guise 
of  regular luggage,” the 
official said.During pre-
liminary interrogation, 
the arrested individuals 
confessed that they had 
procured the ganja from 
suppliers in Odisha’s 
tribal belt, where illicit 
cultivation remains 
rampant. They also re-
vealed that the cannabis 
chocolates were part of  
a new smuggling trend 
aimed at targeting ur-
ban youth markets, par-
ticularly college stu-
dents in Chennai and 
other southern cities.

Police sources con-
firmed that one kilo-
g ram of  ganja and 
around two dozen can-
nabis-infused choco-
lates have been seized 
from the accused. Sam-
ples have been sent for 
forensic analysis to con-
firm the substance’s 
composition. Authori-
ties believe that the duo 
might be part of  a larger 
interstate drug network, 
and efforts are under-
way to trace the suppli-

ers and end-consumers 
involved.

The Ongole Town Po-
lice have registered a 
case under relevant sec-
tions of  the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act. 
The accused are cur-
rently under custody 
and being questioned 
for further information 
regarding their contacts 
in Odisha and Chennai. 
Local police have urged 
passengers to remain 
vigilant and report sus-
picious activities, espe-
cially at railway stations 
and bus ter minals, 

which are increasingly 
being used as transit 
points for narcotics 
movement. Meanwhile, 
the CCS police team re-
ceived commendation 
from senior officers for 
their swift action and ef-
fective bust of  the traf-
ficking attempt.

The arrests under-
score the increasing vig-
ilance of  the Ongole po-
lice department as they 
continue to tighten en-
forcement against drug 
peddling along the 
Andhra Pradesh–Tamil 
Nadu corridor.

 

Drug Smugglers Nabbed at Ongole Bus Stand: Police Seize One 
Kilogram of Ganja and Cannabis-Infused Chocolates

Narasaropet Gears Up for Grand 
Bull  Race Competit ions from 

December 25 to 31

Avanigadda MLA Budha Prasad Urges 
Government to Introduce New Courses in 

Agricultural Polytechnic Colleges

Andhra Pradesh Cabinet Approves ₹9,500-Crore Projects; Major 
Push to Amaravati Development and Water Management
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Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls 
in India: An Explanatory Overview

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of  electoral rolls is a 
key initiative undertaken by 
the Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI) to ensure the accu-
racy, inclusivity, and integrity 
of  voter lists across the coun-
try. While routine electoral roll 
updates—known as summary 
revisions—are conducted an-
nually, the SIR is a far more 
comprehensive, time-bound 
exercise involving house-to-
house verification of  voters. 
Typically, it is conducted ahead 
of  major elections to eliminate 
errors, include eligible citi-
zens, and remove duplicates, 
deceased persons, and other 
ineligible entries. The process 
underscores India’s commit-
ment to democratic fairness 
and reflects the increasing em-
phasis on data-driven govern-
ance in electoral processes.

Legal and Constitutional 
Basis of SIR

The authority of  the ECI to 
conduct a Special Intensive Re-
vision is grounded in both the 
Constitution of  India and the 
Representation of  the People 
Act, 1950. The key legal provi-
sions include:

1. Article 324: Grants 
the ECI superintendence, di-
rection, and control of  elec-
tions to Parliament and State 
Legislatures. This broad man-
date enables the Commission 
to take decisions ensuring free, 
fair, and credible elections.

2. Article 326: Guaran-
tees adult suffrage for all citi-
zens aged 18 years and above in 
elections to the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies.

3. Section 21(3) of  the 
Representation of  the People 
Act, 1950: Explicitly empowers 

the ECI to conduct a “special 
revision of  the electoral roll,” 
which forms the statutory ba-
sis for SIR.

4. Registration of  Elec-
tors Rules, 1960: Lays down 
procedural guidelines for voter 
enrolment and revision. Al-
though the term “Special In-
tensive Revision” is not explic-
itly mentioned in these rules, 
it has evolved as a distinct, 
large-scale revision methodol-
ogy combining summary up-
dates and full enumeration 
features.

This legal framework estab-
lishes both the authority and 
responsibility of  the ECI to 
conduct intensive voter verifi-
cation exercises to safeguard 
the principle of  “one person, 
one vote.”
Objectives of Special 
Intensive Revision

The primary aim of  SIR is to 
maintain accuracy, inclusion, 
and legitimacy in India’s elec-
toral system. Its objectives can 
be categorized as follows:

1. Accuracy: Remove 
duplicates, deceased voters, in-
eligible entries, and incorrect 
information to ensure the roll 
reflects the real electorate.

2. Inclusion: Incorpo-
rate all eligible citizens, par-
ticularly first-time voters, mi-
g r a n t s,  a n d  p rev i o u s ly 
excluded individuals.

3. Demographic Adjust-
ment: Reflect the impact of  ur-
banization, migration, and 
newly eligible voters (18+), en-
suring rolls match contempo-
rary demographic realities.

4. Legitimacy and Pub-
lic Trust: Strengthen confi-
dence in elections by ensuring 
transparency and fairness in 

voter registration.
5. Pre-Election Prepar-

edness: Clean rolls help reduce 
litigation, streamline polling 
logistics, and facilitate smooth 
elections, including booth allo-
cation and resource planning.
Special Intensive Revision 
Process

The SIR follows a structured, 
multi-phase process designed 
to ensure thorough verifica-
tion and minimal exclusion:

1. Notification and Plan-
ning: The ECI issues a formal 
notification specifying the 
qualifying date for eligible vot-
ers. For instance, in Bihar’s 
2025 SIR, the qualifying date 
was 1 July 2025, ensuring all 
citizens turning 18 by 1 Octo-
ber 2025 were eligible.

2. House-to-House Enu-
meration: Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) visit each household 
within their assigned polling 
area. Pre-filled enumeration 
forms are distributed to exist-
ing voters, and new eligible 
residents are encouraged to 
submit their details.

3. Submission of  Docu-
ments: To strengthen verifica-
tion, voters registered after a 
previous revision cutoff  (e.g., 
January 2003 in Bihar) are re-
quired to submit proof  of  date 
and place of  birth, as well as 
parentage information. This is 
s t r i c t e r  t h a n  r o u t i n e 
procedures.

4. Verification, Addi-
tions, and Deletions: Electoral 
Registration Officers (EROs) 
scrutinize submissions, iden-
tify deceased persons, dupli-
cates, and ineligible voters for 
deletion, while simultaneously 
processing new inclusions. In 
Jaipur, for example, 741 new 
polling booths were created to 
accommodate demographic 
changes revealed by the SIR.

5. Draft Roll Publication 
and Objections: A draft elec-
toral roll is published for pub-
lic scrutiny. Citizens can raise 
objections, and a grievance re-
dressal mechanism addresses 
disputes. In the Bihar SIR, the 
Supreme Court mandated pub-
lication of  deleted names to 
maintain transparency.

6. Final Roll Constitu-
tion: After processing objec-
tions and completing verifica-
tions, the final electoral roll is 
published and frozen for the 
forthcoming election. Only 
special cases warrant later 
adjustments.
Key Features of SIR

SIR is distinguished from 
routine updates by several 
unique features:

• C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Household Focus: Unlike sum-
mary revisions, every house-
h o l d  i s  c o n t a c t e d  f o r 
verification.

• Time-Bound Execu-
tion: The process is carried out 
within a fixed schedule, espe-
c i a l l y  a h e a d  o f  m a j o r 
elections.

• Special Focus on Mar-
ginalized Groups: Emphasis is 
placed on migrants, youth, 
first-time voters, and persons 

with disabilities.
• Digital Integration: 

Tools such as SMS alerts, on-
line portals, and mobile appli-
cations facilitate efficient 
enumeration.

• Stricter Document 
Verification: Voters added 
post-last intensive revision 
must provide documentary 
proof, ensuring authenticity 
and reducing fraud.
Case Study: Bihar SIR 2025

Bihar’s 2025 SIR provides a 
practical insight into the scale 
and complexity of  such 
exercises:

• Over 8 crore voters 
w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o 
re-verification.

• Approximately 4 lakh 
volunteers and BLOs were 
mobilized.

• Voters registered af-
ter January 2003 were required 
to provide proof  of  birth and 
parentage.

• The Supreme Court 
directed public disclosure of  
deleted names, ensuring 
transparency.

• Civil society organi-
zations, such as the Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR), raised concerns regard-
ing potential exclusion due to 
s t r i c t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
requirements.

• Booth rationalization 
included creating new polling 
stations to accommodate de-
mographic changes, improv-
ing access and reducing 
crowding.

Benefits of SIR

The SIR delivers multiple ad-
vantages for India’s electoral 
system:

1. Reduces Ghost Vot-
ers: Removing duplicates and 
outdated entries improves the 
fairness and credibility of  
elections.

2. Reflects Demograph-
ic Changes: Migration, urban-
ization,  and population 
g r o w t h  a r e  a c c u r a t e l y 
represented.

3. Increases Inclusivity:
Marginalized populations, 
youth, and migrants are incor-
porated into the voter list.

4. Enhances Transpar-
ency and Trust: Citizens’ con-
fidence increases when they 
see a robust, inclusive voter 
roll.

5. Optimizes Election 
Logistics: Clean rolls help 
plan polling stations, reduce 
ballot errors, and streamline 
polling operations.

Challenges and Criticisms
Despite its benefits, SIR is 

not without challenges:
• Risk of  Disenfran-

chisement: Demanding addi-
tional documents may inad-
vertently exclude legitimate 
voters, particularly the poor, 
migrants, and marginalized 
groups.

• Timing Issues: Con-
ducting SIR immediately be-
fore elections can create confu-
sion and alle g ations of  
political bias.

• Procedural Ambigui-
ty: The term “Special Intensive 
Revision” lacks explicit men-
tion in existing rules, some-
times causing legal disputes.

• Resource Constraints:
Implementing house-to-house 
enumeration at scale requires 
substantial manpower, train-
i n g ,  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
support.

• Digital Divide: Rural, 
low-literate, or remote citizens 
may struggle with online sub-
m i s s i o n s  a n d  d i g i t a l 
verification.

• Political Controversy: 
Opposition parties often raise 
concerns that SIR may be used 
to manipulate voter lists for 
electoral advantage. The Bihar 
SIR witnessed PIL challenges 
in the Supreme Court on this 
ground.
The Role of the Election 
Commission and State 
Officials

Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI)

The ECI supervises the SIR 
at a national level. Its responsi-
bilities include:

• Issuing notifications 
and schedules.

• Supervising house-to-
house verification and docu-
ment scrutiny.

• Overseeing grievance 
redressal  and final  roll 
publication.

• Ensuring inclusion 
of  all eligible voters and elimi-
nation of  errors, under its con-
stitutional authority.

Chief  Electoral Officer 
(CEO)

The CEO of  each state or un-
ion territory executes SIR lo-
cally, coordinating:

• District Election Of-
ficers, Electoral Registration 
Officers, and Booth Level 
Officers.

• Staff  training and 
mobilization of  volunteers.

• Public awareness 
campaigns.

• Data collection, moni-

toring, and reporting to the 
ECI.
SIR and Upcoming 
Elections: 2025-26 Roll 
Revision

Following Bihar’s SIR, the 
ECI has initiated the next 
phase across 12 states and Un-
ion Territories, including Ta-
mil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, 
and Puducherry. Key features:

• Over 51 crore voters 
will be covered.

• The process began on 
4 November 2025, with the final 
roll to be released on 7 Febru-
ary 2026.

• Voter eligibility proof  
includes 13 types of  docu-
ments, including Aadhaar 
cards—a reform introduced af-
ter Bihar’s SIR experience.

• Assam is excluded 
due to the ongoing NRC 
exercise.

• This phase represents 
one of  India’s largest voter ver-
ification drives since 2002, 
highlighting the SIR’s increas-
ing scale and technological 
integration.
Way Forward: Strengthening 
the SIR Process

To improve the effectiveness 
and fairness of  SIR, several re-
forms are suggested:

1. Clear Legal Guide-
lines: Detailed rules on time-
lines, documentation, and in-
clusion criteria can reduce 
disputes.

2. Minimal Documenta-
tion Barriers: Avoid blanket 
demands for documents unless 
j u s t i f i e d  t o  p r e v e n t 
disenfranchisement.

3. Technology Integra-
tion: Use mobile apps, GIS 
mapping, and online grievance 
portals to enhance efficiency 
and transparency.

4. Targeted Inclusion 

Measures: Special camps for 
migrants, disabled, and first-
time voters, with multilingual 
awareness campaigns.

5. Stakeholder Consul-
tation: Engagement with po-
litical parties, civil society or-
ganizations, and community 
groups ensures inclusivity.

6. Public Disclosure and 
Monitoring: Publish details of  
deletions and inclusions to re-
d u c e  f e a r s  o f  
disenfranchisement.

7. Post-Roll Audit: Sam-
ple audits to verify inclusion 
of  marginalized groups and 
c o r r e c t  e r r o r s  b e f o r e 
elections.

8. Integration with De-
limitation and Polling Station 
Rationalization: Ensure that 
constituency boundary chang-
es and new booths are accu-
rately reflected.

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion of  electoral rolls is a cor-
nerstone of  India’s democratic 
process, balancing accuracy, 
inclusivity, and transparency. 
By combining house-to-house 
verification, strict document 
checks, and modern technolo-
gy, SIR strengthens public 
trust in elections and enhanc-
es the efficiency of  polling op-
erations. However, its scale, 
timing, and procedural chal-
lenges require careful man-
agement to avoid disenfran-
c h i s e m e n t ,  l o g i s t i c a l 
dif ficulties, and political 
controversy.

With reforms emphasizing 
legal clarity, inclusivity, tech-
nology integration, and stake-
holder participation, SIR can 
ensure that India’s electoral 
rolls remain robust, credible, 
and reflective of  its diverse 
population, thereby upholding 
the principle of  “one person, 
one vote” at the heart of  its 
democracy.  
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SHAH-RAHUL CLASH DOMINATES LOKSABHA 
DEBATE ON ELECTORAL REFORMS

A heated confronta-
tion between Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Leader of  the 
Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi took centre stage in 
the Lok Sabha during a 
crucial debate on elec-
t o r a l  r e f o r m s  o n 
Wednesday. What began 
as a discussion on voter 
list revisions quickly 
spiralled into a sharp 
personal and political 
duel, marked by histori-
cal references, barbed 
accusations, and an 
eventual Opposition 
walkout.

The flashpoint arose 
when Gandhi interrupt-
ed Shah’s address and 
challenged him to de-
bate the allegations he 
had raised in recent 
press conferences re-
garding irregularities 
in electoral rolls. These 
press conferences—one 
infamously described 
by Gandhi as a “Hydro-
gen Bomb”—had ac-
cused the government 
and the Election Com-
mission of  facilitating 
“vote chori” or vote 
theft.
Shah Hits Back: 
“Parliament Will Not Run 
on Your Wishes”

Shah, visibly irritat-
ed by Gandhi’s repeat-
ed interjections, firmly 
rejected the Opposition 
leader’s challenge and 
accused him of  at-

tempting to dictate the 
flow of  Parliamentary 
proceedings.

“I have been elected to 
legislative assemblies 
and Parliament for 30 
years,” Shah said. “The 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion says he wants me to 
answer this or that first. 
Let me make this very 
clear: Parliament will 
not work based on your 
wishes. I will decide the 
order in which I say 
things. He should listen 
patiently. Everything 
will be answered, but he 
cannot determine my 
speech.”

Gandhi retorted that 
Shah’s stance was “de-
fensive and fearful,” 
insisting that the min-
ister had avoided re-
sponding to why the 
government had grant-
ed immunity to Elec-
tion Commissioners 
for actions taken dur-
ing their tenure. He ac-
cused Shah of  “cherry-
picking” issues and 
sidestepping the core 
al le g ations he had 
raised publicly.

Shah refused to be 
b a i t e d ,  s ay i n g  h e 
would not respond to 
“provocations,” and 
countered that “vote 
chori” truly occurs 
w h e n  p u b l i c  m a n -
dates are violated—a 
veiled reference to 
p rev i o u s  C o n g re s s 
governments.

Shah Revives Historical 
Attacks on Nehru–Gandhi 
Family

The Home Minister 
escalated his attack by 
invoking what he de-
scribed as historical in-
stances of  “vote theft” 
involving the Nehru–
Gandhi family. Accord-
ing to him, the earliest 
such episode occurred 
during the selection of  
India’s first  Prime 
Minister.

“Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel had 28 votes from 
provincial Congress 
units, and Jawaharlal 
Nehru had only two. Yet 
Nehru ji became the 
Prime Minister,” Shah 
claimed, leading to loud 
protests from Opposi-
tion benches.

He further cited the 
1975 judgment of  the Al-
lahabad High Court that 
invalidated Indira Gan-
dhi’s election from Rae 
Bareli. “To hide this 
vote chori,” Shah al-
leged, “she brought a 
law to ensure no case 
could be filed against 
the Prime Minister. The 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion talks of  immunity 
for Election Commis-
sioners—what does he 
say about the immunity 
Indira Gandhi gave 
herself ?”

Continuing the at-
tack, Shah accused In-
dira Gandhi of  super-

seding senior judges to 
appoint a more favour-
able Chief  Justice, call-
ing it another example 
of  manipulating demo-
cratic processes.

He also repeated the 
long-standing allega-
tion that Sonia Gandhi 
had once voted before 
she became an Indian 
citizen. As Congress 
MPs objected loudly, 
Shah maintained, “I 
have merely stated a 
fact.”
The Voter List Battle and 
EVM Criticism

Shah also targeted the 
Opposition for what he 
ter med hypocritical 
criticism of  electoral 
rolls. “The voter lists 
are absolutely fine 
when you win,” he said 
mockingly. “You wear 
new clothes and take 
oath. But when you fall 
flat, like in Bihar, sud-
denly the voter list be-
comes a problem. These 
double standards will 
not fly.”He defended the 
government’s Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of  electoral rolls, argu-
ing that its purpose was 
to update the lists and 
remove ineligible or il-
legal entries. He ac-
cused the Opposition of  
resisting the exercise to 
“ensure illegal immi-
grants remain on voter 
lists.”

The Opposition vehe-

mently rejected this 
claim, arguing that 
their objections stem 
from a lack of  transpar-
ency in EVM architec-
ture and discrepancies 
in voter databases.
Opposition Walks Out; 
Gandhi Slams “Non-
Answers”

As Shah continued to 
s p e a k ,  O p p o s i t i o n 
MPs—led by the Con-
gress—staged a dra-
matic walkout. Outside 
Parliament, Gandhi 
told reporters that the 
Home Minister had de-
livered “a defensive 
speech” and failed to 
address any of  the sub-
stantive issues raised 
by the Opposition.

“He did not speak 
about transparent vot-
er lists, he did not clar-
ify concerns regarding 
EVM architecture, and 
he ignored the solid 
evidence we placed in 
our press conferenc-
es,” Gandhi said. “In-
stead, he indulged in 
diversions and person-
al attacks.”

The heated exchange 
underscored the wid-
ening gulf  between the 
government and the 
Opposition on electoral 
reforms—an issue like-
ly to dominate political 
d i s c o u r s e  i n  t h e 
months ahead, as the 
nation braces for up-
coming elections.

MODI-RAHUL’S MEETING TRIGGERS BUZZ; ITS ON CIC 
APPOINTMENTS

Goa Nightclub Inferno Probe Reveals 
Escape Trail, Fake SIM, Missing Luxury Cars

SUPREME COURT’S 30% WOMEN’S QUOTA FOR BAR 
COUNCILS WELCOMED, BUT COMPLIANCE FEARS LOOM

The Supreme Court’s 
landmark direction mandat-
ing 30 percent reservation 
for women in State Bar 
Councils has been widely 
welcomed as a long-awaited 
reform in the legal profes-
sion. However, despite the 
general optimism, several 
senior women advocates 
have raised concerns about 
whether State Bar Councils 
will fully comply with the 
spirit and letter of  the 
order.

On Monday, the Supreme 
Court ordered that 30 per-
cent of  the seats in every 
State Bar Council must be 
reserved for women. Of  
these, 20 percent will be 
filled through direct elec-
tions, while 10 percent may 
be filled through co-option, 
particularly where the num-
ber of  eligible candidates is 
insufficient. The Court also 
directed that councils must 
proactively submit co-option 
proposals when required.

The move is being hailed 
as a significant push toward 
gender equity in legal gov-
ernance structures, long 
criticised for being dominat-
ed by entrenched male lead-
ership. Yet, legal experts 
warn that without strict 
monitoring, the reform may 
remain symbolic.

Advocate Yogamay MG, 
one of  the petitioners, ex-
pressed cautious optimism. 
She warned that there is a 
real risk of  the directive be-
ing diluted or delayed by 
councils reluctant to change 
existing power structures. 
“Some State Bar Councils 
may try to postpone elec-
tions or introduce procedur-
al hurdles. There is a real 
risk of  delay or dilution,” 
she said.

She stressed that while the 
Bar Council of  India (BCI) 
can coordinate the imple-
mentation, its “political na-

ture and internal interests” 
may make it difficult for the 
BCI alone to ensure strict 
compliance. Yogamay sug-
gested a joint monitoring 
mechanism—with periodic 
compliance reports submit-
ted to the Supreme Court, 
and the BCI handling the ex-
ecution—to maintain uni-
formity and prevent delays 
across states.

Senior Advocate Mahalak-
shmi Pavani outlined other 
practical challenges: the 
possibility of  token co-op-
tion, the uneven distribu-
tion of  women lawyers 
across states, and potential 
resistance from entrenched 
power groups within the le-
gal community. She empha-
sised the need for “robust 
implementation” and urged 
the BCI to take proactive 
steps. “This order is a pow-
erful key; now the lock must 
be turned,” she said, ex-
pressing faith in the leader-
ship of  the BCI.

Meanwhile,  Advocate 
Pragya Baghel, Secretary of  
the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA), raised the 
issue of  social perception 
and potential backlash. 
“People may think you came 
only via reservation,” she 
said, pointing to the preju-
dices women may face even 
a f t e r  e a r n i n g  e l e c t e d 
positions.

Responding to concerns 
that reservations might in-

advertently place unpre-
pared candidates in leader-
ship roles, Dr. Charu Mathur, 
counsel for the petitioners, 
said the reform opens long-
denied doors. “Women will 
be more resilient—and at 
least the doors are now 
open,” she said.

However, Senior Advocate 
Nandini Gore, a partner at 
Karanjawala & Co and a 
prominent advocate for 
women’s welfare in the judi-
ciary, voiced a different con-
cern: the possible emer-
gence of  proxy candidates. 
She warned that powerful 
members of  the Bar may 
push their wives, daughters, 
or relatives to occupy the re-
served seats merely to re-
tain influence. “If  such a 
situation arises, it would re-
duce these elected women to 
mere puppets,” she cau-
tioned. Yet, she expressed 
hope that the profession 
would rise above such 
manipulation.

W h i l e  t h e  S u p r e m e 
Court’s order marks a trans-
formative moment, advo-
cates underline that its suc-
c e s s  l i e s  n o t  j u s t  i n 
legislation but in transpar-
ent implementation, strict 
timelines, and active moni-
toring. Whether Bar Coun-
cils will rise to the challenge 
remains an important ques-
tion for the future of  gender 
e q u i t y  i n  t h e  l e g a l 
profession.

In a significant develop-
ment in the ongoing investi-
gation into the December 6 
nightclub inferno in Goa — 
a tragedy that claimed at 
least 25 lives — authorities 
have uncovered evidence 
suggesting that two of  the 
establishment’s owners at-
tempted to flee the country 
even as rescue efforts were 
underway.

According to investiga-
tors, brothers Saurabh and 
Gaurav Luthra, co-owners 
of  Birch by Romeo Lane in 
Arpora, logged into the 
MakeMyTrip booking plat-
form at 1:17 AM on Decem-
ber 7, a time when firefight-
ers and police teams were 
still battling the blaze and 
searching for trapped vic-
tims. Records indicate the 
duo swiftly booked tickets 
and later boarded IndiGo 
flight 6E 1073 from Delhi to 
Phuket, departing at 5:30 
AM the same morning — 
less than five hours after the 
fire was first reported.

The brothers’ flight to 
Thailand has raised serious 
concerns about deliberate 
evasion. An active Interpol 
Blue Corner Notice remains 
in place to track their move-
ments abroad. Meanwhile, 
on Wednesday, the Rohini 
Court in Delhi heard a tran-
sit anticipatory bail plea 
filed by the Luthras. Their 
petition sought four weeks’ 
protection from arrest and 
interim relief  to facilitate 
their return to India without 

being taken into immediate 
custody.

While the Luthras remain 
abroad, law enforcement has 
made progress in detaining 
another co-owner. Ajay Gup-
ta, one of  the four partners 
of  the nightclub, was pro-
duced before a Delhi magis-
trate after being traced by 
Goa Police. Gupta had earli-
er been declared missing, 
prompting the issuance of  a 
Look Out Circular (LOC) 
when police failed to locate 
him at his residence. After 
undergoing a medical exam-
ination, Gupta will be trans-
ported to Goa for formal ar-
rest and questioning.

Authorities have also ex-
panded their search for a 
fourth co-owner, Surinder 
Kumar Khosla, a British na-
tional who is currently un-
der an LOC. Officials believe 
his cooperation will be cru-
cial to reconstructing the 
events leading up to the 
blaze and understanding 
discrepancies in the night-
club’s operations.

New revelations have sur-
faced regarding a mobile 
number used by the Luthra 
brothers. Investigators dis-
covered that the SIM card as-
sociated with their commu-
nications was registered in 
the name of  Ram Hari Sin-
gh, a former driver em-
ployed by the family. When 
an NDTV team visited the 
address linked to the num-
ber, Singh was absent. Later 
reached by phone, Singh 

confirmed that he worked as 
a driver for Saurabh Luthra 
for two years before being 
dismissed during the 2020 
COVID-19 lockdown. He stat-
ed he has had no contact 
with the family since then 
and had no knowledge that 
any SIM card was issued us-
ing his identity.

Further suspicions have 
arisen over the Luthras’ ve-
hicles. Sources indicate the 
brothers owned three cars 
until 2020, but by the time of  
their escape, they were be-
lieved to possess over four 
luxury cars — all of  which 
are now missing. Investiga-
tors are examining whether 
the vehicles were hidden or 
relocated deliberately prior 
to the brothers’ departure 
for Thailand.

The family’s recently con-
structed, multi-crore resi-
dence in Goa presents a sim-
ilar picture of  abandonment. 
When police entered the 
property following the fire, 
it was found completely de-
serted except for a lone dog.

As the probe deepens, au-
thorities are piecing togeth-
er what increasingly ap-
pears to be a coordinated 
effort to evade accountabili-
ty. The Goa Police, bolstered 
by central agencies, contin-
ue to pursue all leads as 
pressure mounts to bring 
the fugitives back to India 
and deliver justice to the vic-
tims of  one of  the state’s 
d e a d l i e s t  n i g h t c l u b 
tragedies.

An unusually long 
88-minute meeting be-
tween Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi on 
Thursday sparked in-
tense speculation across 
Parliament, currently 
in session for the Win-
ter sittings. The interac-
tion, originally sched-
uled to discuss the 
appointment of  a new 
Chief  Information Com-
missioner (CIC), extend-
ed well beyond the ex-
pected duration, leaving 
MPs curious about 
whether the discussion 
broadened into other 
political matters.

As per the Right to In-
formation (RTI) Act, ap-
pointments to the Cen-
t r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commission, Election 
Commission, and cer-
tain Vigilance posts are 
decided by a high-level 
committee consisting of  
the Prime Minister, one 
Union minister nomi-
nated by him, and the 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion. For this meeting, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah was the 
nominated minister.

Rahul Gandhi arrived 
at the Prime Minister’s 
Office at 1 pm, and the 
meeting began shortly 
after at 1:07 pm. As the 
clock ticked past an 
hour, murmurs began 
spreading through both 
Houses of  Parliament. 

These selection meet-
ings are typically brief, 
usually lasting not more 
than 20 to 30 minutes.

When Gandhi exited 
the meeting after nearly 
an hour and a half, it 
was confirmed that the 
deliberations went be-
yond the CIC position. 
The committee had 
also discussed the ap-
pointments of  eight In-
for mation Commis-
s i o n e r s  a n d  o n e 
Vigilance Commission-
er — a significant num-
ber given the current 
staffing crisis within 
the Central Informa-
tion Commission.

Sources later indicat-
ed that Rahul Gandhi 
objected to all the rec-

ommended appoint-
ments, and submitted 
his objections in writ-
ing. Such objections, 
however, are not un-
precedented. Opposi-
tion representatives, in-
cluding Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Gandhi 
himself  in earlier years, 
have routinely recorded 
their dissent on grounds 
of  transparency and 
suitability.

The Central Informa-
tion Commission is cur-
rently functioning with 
severe resource short-
ages. Since the retire-
ment of  Chief  Informa-
tion Commissioner 
Hiralal Samariya on 
September 13, the CIC 
has been without a 

chief. Only two Informa-
tion Commissioners — 
Anandi Ramalingam 
and Vinod Kumar Ti-
wari — remain on duty, 
resulting in a heavy 
backlog of  cases.

According to official 
figures on the CIC web-
site, the commission is 
currently burdened 
with 30,838 pending ap-
peals and complaints, a 
number that has been 
rising steadily due to 
vacant positions. Infor-
mation Commissioners 
play a critical role in en-
forcing the RTI Act, and 
delays in hearings have 
slowed down the flow of  
information to citizens.

Under Section 12(3) 
of  the RTI Act, the com-

mittee chaired by the 
Prime Minister is re-
sponsible for recom-
mending names for ap-
pointment as the Chief  
Information Commis-
sioner and Information 
Commissioners. Once 
selected, the names are 
forwarded to the Presi-
dent for approval.

Although sources 
close to the govern-
ment maintain that the 
88-minute discussion 
stayed within the de-
fined agenda of  ap-
pointments, the unusu-
ally long meeting gave 
rise to speculation 
among MPs and ob-
servers. With Parlia-
ment witnessing heat-
ed  exchang es  over 
electoral reforms, in-
stitutional appoint-
ments, and accounta-
bility, many wondered 
whether the leaders 
also touched upon the 
ongoing controversies 
surrounding electoral 
processes.

Neither the PMO nor 
the Congress issued 
any additional com-
ment on the meeting’s 
content.

With the Winter Ses-
sion entering a critical 
phase, the prolonged 
Modi–Rahul meeting — 
coupled with Gandhi’s 
written objections — 
has added a new layer 
of  political intrigue to 
an already tense parlia-
mentary atmosphere.
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US MAY REQUIRE TOURISTS TO SUBMIT FIVE-YEAR 
SOCIAL MEDIA HISTORY UNDER NEW PROPOSAL

In a move that could sig-
nificantly reshape inter-
national travel to the Unit-
ed  States,  American 
authorities have proposed 
requiring tourists from 
dozens of  countries—in-
cluding the UK—to submit 
five years’ worth of  social 
media history as a condi-
tion for entry. The propos-
al, unveiled by US Cus-
t o m s  a n d  B o r d e r 
Protection (CBP) and the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security (DHS), would ap-
ply to travellers eligible 
for visa-free entry under 
the Electronic System for 
Travel  Authorization 
(ESTA).

The measure comes as 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration intensifies 
efforts to tighten US bor-
ders, citing national secu-
rity concerns. Analysts, 
however, caution that the 
plan could create new bar-
riers for visitors, raise pri-
vacy concerns, and poten-
tially harm travellers’ 
digital rights.

Under the proposal, 
ESTA applicants would be 
required to disclose social 
media identifiers used 
over the past five years. 
Additional information 
requested would include 
telephone numbers used 
over the last five years, 
email addresses used over 
the last ten years, and ex-

panded details about fam-
ily members. The proposal 
did not specify which plat-
forms or additional ac-
count information travel-
l e r s  m i g h t  n e e d  t o 
provide.

Currently, the ESTA re-
quires limited biographi-
cal data and a $40 fee, al-
lowing multiple entries 
into the US over a two-year 
period. The programme is 
available to citizens of  ap-
proximately 40 nations, in-
cluding the UK, Ireland, 
F r a n c e,  J a p a n ,  a n d 
Australia.

The policy shift  is 
framed in reference to a 
January executive order 
titled “Protecting the Unit-
ed States From Foreign 
Terrorists and Other Na-

tional Security and Public 
Safety Threats.” The 
Trump administration 
has already implemented 
similar social media dis-
closure requirements for 
applicants seeking stu-
dent visas and H1B visas 
for skilled workers.

A State Department of-
ficial defended the expand-
ed scrutiny, stating that 
Americans expect their 
government to “make eve-
ry effort to make our coun-
try safer.” Visa-screening 
officers have been in-
structed to identify indi-
viduals who may support 
d e s i g n at e d  t e r ro r i s t 
groups or engage in un-
lawful extremist activity.

The proposed change 
comes at a time when the 

United States anticipates a 
surge in international vis-
itors for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup—co-hosted 
with Mexico and Cana-
da—and the 2028 Summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles. 
Yet experts warn the new 
requirements could slow 
ESTA approvals and dis-
courage travel.

Sophia Cope of  the Elec-
tronic Frontier Founda-
tion criticised the plan, 
arguing it could “exacer-
bate civil liberties harms” 
and create disproportion-
ate risks for travellers 
with politically sensitive 
online histories. Immigra-
tion law firm Fragomen 
cautioned that the propos-
al may lead to increased 
processing times and ad-

ministrative burdens.
The measure also fol-

lows a broader tightening 
of  US immigration and 
travel controls. Officials 
have recently signaled 
that the current travel ban 
affecting 19 countries 
across Africa, the Middle 
East, and the Caribbean 
may be expanded. That an-
nouncement came shortly 
after a shooting incident 
in Washington DC in 
which an Afghan national 
w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a 
suspect.

Travel industry analysts 
say such policies have al-
ready dampened tourism. 
According to the World 
Travel & Tourism Council, 
the US is the only econo-
my among 184 surveyed 
expected to witness a de-
cline in international visi-
tor spending in 2025. Fall-
out from trade tensions 
has also been felt, with 
many Canadians boycott-
ing US travel in protest of  
Trump-era tariffs. October 
marked the tenth consecu-
tive month of  declining 
Canadian travel to the US; 
historically, Canadians 
have accounted for nearly 
a quarter of  all foreign 
visitors, spending over $20 
billion annually.

The proposal will re-
main open for public com-
ment for 60 days before a 
decision is finalised.

María Corina Machado’s Daughter 
Accepts Nobel Peace Prize Amid Secrecy 
Over Opposition Leader’s Whereabouts
Amid intense speculation and un-

certainty, the daughter of  Venezuelan 
opposition leader María Corina 
Machado accepted the 2024 Nobel 
Peace Prize on her mother’s behalf  
during a deeply emotional ceremony 
in Oslo on Wednesday. Machado, who 
has spent the past two years in hiding 
following Venezuela’s disputed 2024 
presidential election, was unable to at-
tend despite earlier indications she 
would travel to Norway.

Machado was honoured for “her 
struggle to achieve a just and peaceful 
transition from dictatorship to democ-
racy” in Venezuela. The Nobel Insti-
tute confirmed she is “safe” and ex-
pected to arrive in Oslo later on 
Wednesday night or early Thursday 
morning—too late to participate in the 
ceremony.

Her daughter, Ana Corina Sosa, de-
livered a powerful speech to a packed 
hall that included members of  Nor-
way’s royal family. At the start of  her 
address, Sosa reflected on the personal 
toll of  her mother’s absence, describ-
ing the pain of  not having seen her for 
two years. “As I wait for the moment to 
hug her, to kiss her, to embrace her… 
I think of  the other daughters and 
sons who do not get to see their moth-
ers,” she said, her voice breaking.

Sosa then read the Nobel lecture 
written by Machado, who has re-
mained a symbol of  defiance in the 
face of  Nicolás Maduro’s government. 
The speech expressed profound hope 
for Venezuela’s future. “Venezuelans 
will hug again. Fall in love again. Hear 
our streets fill with laughter and mu-
sic,” Sosa read. “All the simple joys the 
world takes for granted will be ours… 
Because in the end, our journey to-
wards freedom has always lived inside 
us. We are returning to ourselves. We 
are returning home.”

The audience responded with a 
standing ovation, reflecting the global 
solidarity Machado’s struggle has 
inspired.

Machado has been in hiding since 
July 2024, when she rejected the re-
sults of  Venezuela’s presidential elec-
tion—an election widely condemned 

as fraudulent both domestically and 
internationally. After Maduro claimed 
victory, nationwide protests erupted, 
resulting in the arrest of  around 2,000 
people, including many from Macha-
do’s opposition coalition. Facing the 
threat of  detainment herself, Macha-
do disappeared from public view but 
continued to give interviews and 
share messages online, urging her 
supporters not to give up.

Her last public appearance was in 
January, when she spoke at a rally de-
nouncing Maduro’s swearing-in for a 
third term. Her family—including two 
of  her children and her mother—are 
already in Oslo, anxiously awaiting 
reunion after years of  forced 
separation.

Speculation about her ability to at-
tend the Nobel ceremony had intensi-
fied in recent months, especially amid 
reports that she faced a travel ban. In 
an audio recording shared by the No-
bel Institute prior to the ceremony, 
Machado declared: “I will be in Oslo, I 
am on my way.” But the secrecy sur-
rounding her movements remained 
absolute. Nobel officials admitted they 
had no information about her precise 
whereabouts earlier in the day.

How Machado managed to leave her 
hiding place and travel toward Europe 
also remains unknown. Her support-
ers hope that her eventual arrival in 
Oslo will mark the beginning of  re-
newed international pressure on the 
Maduro government.

For now, her Nobel Prize—accepted 
by her daughter—has injected fresh 
momentum into Venezuela’s pro-de-
mocracy movement and reminded the 
world of  the personal cost borne by 
those resisting authoritarian rule.

Australia Enforces World’s Strictest Social Media Ban for Children Under 16

Australia’s unprecedent-
ed social media ban for 
children officially came 
into force on Wednesday, 
leaving many teenagers 
waking up to find their ac-
counts disabled—while 
others boast they have al-
ready slipped past the new 
restrictions. The world-
first law requires plat-
forms including Meta, Tik-
Tok and YouTube to take 
“reasonable steps” to en-
sure no Australian under 
the age of  16 can hold an 
account, even with paren-
tal consent.

The Albanese govern-
ment argues the sweeping 
ban is essential to shield 

young people from harm-
ful content, predatory al-
gorithms and escalating 
online risks. Supporters 
say the policy marks a his-
toric moment in global on-
line safety reform. Critics 
warn it is unworkable, eas-
ily bypassed and could iso-
late vulnerable teenagers 
who rely on digital spaces 
for support.

Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese, calling the 
day “one of  the proudest 
of  my leadership”, said 
Australia was leading a 
global movement to rein in 
tech giants. “This is Aus-
tralia showing enough is 
enough,” he declared, 

flanked by parents, advo-
cates and media figures 
who helped champion the 
reform. “I think this will 
stand alongside the other 
great reforms Australia 
has led the world on.”

Countries from Den-
mark and Malaysia to 
Greece, Singapore and 
Brazil are monitoring the 
Australian rollout closely, 
as governments worldwide 
debate how to curb online 
harms without cutting off  
digital access.

Under the new law, ten 
major platforms—among 
them Facebook, Insta-
gram, TikTok, X, YouTube 
and Snapchat—are the 

first to fall under manda-
tory age restrictions. Oth-
ers have been warned they 
will be added soon. Social 
media firms, not parents 
or children, face liability, 
with fines reaching up to 
A$49.5 million (US$33 mil-
lion) for serious breaches.

Online Safety Commis-
sioner Julie Inman Grant 
said compliance checks be-
gin Thursday. “Tomorrow, 
I will issue information 
notices to the 10 major 
platforms,” she said, add-
ing that preliminary find-
ings on how platforms are 
implementing age limits 
will be published before 
Christmas.

Across Australia, there 
is widespread agreement 
that social media giants 
have failed to protect chil-
dren from harmful con-
tent, cyberbullying and ex-
ploitation. Supporters of  
the ban include parents, 
clinicians and students 
like 12-year-old Tasmanian 
schoolgirl Florence “Flos-
sie” Brodribb, who said 
the ban would give chil-
dren a healthier environ-
ment. “Our brains are go-
ing through one of  the 
biggest rewiring periods 

of  our lives… Social media 
is designed to take advan-
tage of  that,” she said. 
“Young people deserve 
better.”

But among teenagers, 
the reaction is far more 
negative. Many argue the 
ban removes their prima-
ry means of  connection, 
especially for those who 
are LGBTQ+, neurodiver-
gent or living in remote 
areas.

“My closest friend is 
30km away, and the next is 
over 100km,” said 15-year-
old Breanna. “When our 
Snapchat is taken away, so 
is our communication.”

Experts also warn the 
policy may push teenagers 
towards riskier online 
spaces or incentivise them 
to bypass age checks 
through VPNs, fake IDs or 
alter native platfor ms. 
Some parents say educa-
tion and better moderation 
would have been more 
effective.

Sydney father-of-two Ian 
expressed the ambivalence 
felt  by many adults: 
“There’s a good idea be-
hind it… But is this the 
right way to go about it? 
I’m not sure.”

European Sperm Donor With Hidden Cancer Gene Mutation 
Fathered Nearly 200 Children, Investigation Reveals

South Korea has lodged formal com-
plaints with the Chinese and Russian 
defence attaches in Seoul after war-
planes from both countries briefly en-
tered its Air Defense Identification 
Zone (ADIZ) on Tuesday. The incur-
sion involved seven Russian and two 
Chinese military aircraft, prompting 
Seoul to scramble fighter jets as a pre-
caution, though the planes did not vio-
late South Korea’s sovereign airspace, 
officials said.

According to South Korea’s Minis-
try of  Defence, its jets were deployed 
to “take tactical measures in prepara-
tion for any emergencies” after the 
foreign aircraft entered the zone. 
While some countries require foreign 
planes to identify themselves in their 
ADIZ, these zones are not considered 
sovereign airspace under internation-
al law.

The Russian aircraft entered the 
ADIZ near Ulleung Island and Dokdo, 
while the Chinese planes approached 
near Ieodo, a submerged rock off  the 
South Korean island of  Jeju, accord-
ing to a Joint Chiefs of  Staff  official 
cited by South Korean media. Both 
sets of  aircraft later regrouped near 
Japan’s Tsushima Island.

“Our military will actively respond 
to aircraft activities from neighbour-
ing countries in the Kadiz in compli-
ance with international law,” South 
Korea’s defence ministry said on 
Wednesday when lodging the 
complaints.

The incident comes amid ongoing 
tensions over territorial claims in the 
region. Both South Korea and Japan 
claim sovereignty over Dokdo, while 
Ieodo is a point of  contention between 
Seoul and Beijing. These islands have 
repeatedly been flashpoints for diplo-
matic and military friction, particu-
larly as nations establish overlapping 
ADIZs.

China confirmed the deployment, 
describing it as part of  a joint patrol 
with Russia in the East China Sea and 

Western Pacific airspace. A national 
defence spokesman in Beijing said the 
exercise was part of  an “annual coop-
eration plan” between Moscow and 
Beijing to address regional challenges 
and maintain regional peace and 
stability.”

Such ADIZ incursions are not un-
precedented. Since 2019, both Chinese 
and Russian military aircraft have en-
tered South Korea’s ADIZ without pri-
or notification, often during joint ex-
ercises. Russia has consistently stated 
that it does not recognize South Ko-
rea’s ADIZ, describing it as unilater-
ally established and asserting that it 
does not create legal obligations for 
other nations.

In March this year, South Korea also 
deployed fighter jets after several Rus-
sian aircraft flew into the ADIZ near 
Dokdo and Ulleung Island, highlight-
ing the recurrent nature of  these air-
space tensions.

The issue underscores broader se-
curity challenges in Northeast Asia, 
where overlapping ADIZs and territo-
rial disputes have become a feature of  
regional geopolitics. South Korea 
maintains that while foreign aircraft 
can traverse the ADIZ, notification 
and identification procedures are es-
s e n t i a l  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g 
miscalculations.

Experts say such patrols by Russia 
and China serve multiple purposes: 
demonstrating military presence, test-
ing South Korea’s response, and sign-
aling regional influence in the East 
China Sea and Western Pacific. With 
both nations increasingly cooperating 
on joint exercises, Seoul has stressed 
vigilance, while urging adherence to 
inter national  nor ms to avoid 
escalation.

The Ministry of  Defence empha-
sized that South Korea’s responses re-
main defensive, and that the country 
is committed to monitoring and regu-
lating its ADIZ in accordance with in-
ternational law.

South Korea Protests After Chinese and 
Russian Warplanes Enter Its Air Defence Zone

Tensions flared once 
again along the Thailand-
Cambodia border on Mon-
day, forcing thousands of  
residents on both sides to 
evacuate as fresh clashes 
left at least five people 
dead. Both nations have 
blamed each other for ini-
tiating the violence, mark-
ing the most serious con-
f r o n t a t i o n  s i n c e  a 
ceasefire agreement was 
reached in July.

Thailand’s Prime Min-
ister Anutin Charnvira-
kul stressed that his coun-
t r y  “ n e v e r  w a n t e d 
violence” but pledged to 
use “necessary means to 
preserve its sovereignty.” 
Meanwhile, Cambodia’s 
former leader Hun Sen ac-
cused Thai “invaders” of  
provoking retaliation. 
Since May, rising tensions 
between the neighbours 
have claimed over 40 lives, 
disrupted daily life, and 
prompted import bans 
and travel restrictions.

The Thai army reported 
responding to Cambodian 
fire in Ubon Ratchathani 
Province, including air 
strikes along the disputed 
border. Cambodia’s De-

fence ministry, however, 
asserted that Thai forces 
initiated the attack in 
Preah Vihear province. 
The Monday fighting re-
portedly killed at least one 
Thai soldier and four 
Cambodian civilians, leav-
ing about a dozen others 
wounded.

Beyond the immediate 
casualties, the border 
clashes have taken a 
heavy toll on children liv-
ing in affected areas. Thai 
teacher Siksaka Pongsu-
wan highlighted the hid-
den victims of  the con-
flict :  children whose 
education and daily rou-
tines are repeatedly inter-
rupted. Nearly 650 schools 
across five Thai provinces 
were ordered to close on 
Monday for safety rea-
sons, while chaotic scenes 
were also reported at 
schools in Cambodian 
border provinces as par-
ents rushed to take their 
children home.

This is not the first dis-
ruption for children in the 
region. In July, during 
critical examinations, five 
days of  intense fighting 
forced schools to shift to 

online classes, a solution 
that was not accessible to 
all students due to limited 
internet access and inad-
equate distribution of  dig-
ital devices. Social media 
posts from Cambodian 
journalist Mech Dara de-
picted children fleeing 
schools and eating meals 
in underground bunkers, 
highlighting the profound 
psychological impact of  
the ongoing conflict.

Pongsuwan described 
the dilemma faced by local 
residents: whether to stay 
in their villages amid in-
ter mittent gunfire or 
evacuate in search of  safe-
ty, knowing that either 
choice carries risk. “If  
you ask whether we’re 
scared,  yes we are… 
Should we leave? Will it 
really be safer? Or should 
we stay?” he said.

The current flare-up is 
part of  a century-old ter-
ritorial dispute over an 
800-kilometer border that 
has roots dating back to 
the French colonial period 
in Cambodia. The conflict 
escalated in July when 
C a m b o d i a n  f o r c e s 
launched a rocket barrage 

into Thailand, prompting 
Thai air strikes. Follow-
ing days of  fighting, the 
countries agreed to an 
“immediate and uncondi-
tional ceasefire,” bro-
kered by Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

In October, a formal 
ceasefire ceremony was 
held in Malaysia, with for-
mer U.S. President Donald 
Trump present, where he 
hailed the agreement as a 
historic achievement. 
However, just two weeks 
later, Thailand suspended 
parts of  the agreement af-
ter two of  its soldiers were 
injured by a landmine 
near the border. Cambo-

dia maintains that it re-
mains committed to the 
ceasefire, while the cycle 
of  violence continues to 
threaten lives and disrupt 
communities along the 
contested border.

As the latest clashes 
demonstrate, resolving 
the long-standing border 
dispute remains a com-
plex challenge, with civil-
ians — particularly chil-
dren — bearing the brunt 
of  the conflict. The situa-
tion underscores the ur-
gent need for renewed dia-
l o g u e  a n d  r o b u s t 
mechanisms to protect 
vulnerable populations 
amid ongoing tensions.
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Adani Green Sees Rs 2,778 Crore Block Deal; 
Institutional Investors Scoop Up Shares

Mumbai: Adani Green 
Energy witnessed a signif-
icant block deal worth Rs 
2,778 crore on Wednesday, 
executed at Rs 970 per 
share, marking one of  the 
largest secondary transac-
tions in the renewable en-
erg y sector  in  recent 
months. The shares were 
sold by TotalEnergies Re-
newables, which offloaded 
approximately 2.86 crore 
shares.

The entire block was ab-
sorbed by a diverse mix of  
institutional investors, 

mutual funds, family of-
fices, and high-net-worth 
individuals, reflecting sus-
tained investor interest in 
the Indian renewable en-
ergy space.

Among the major buy-
ers, Quant Mutual Fund 
emerged as the largest 
purchaser, acquiring 1.23 
crore shares. Other nota-
ble buyers included BNP 
Paribas Financial Mar-
kets, which picked up 15.49 
lakh shares, Vanguard 
Emerging Markets Index 
Fund with 10 .18  lakh 

shares, and Edelweiss Mu-
tual Fund, which added 
10.30 lakh shares to its 
portfolio.

The deal underscores 
the strong institutional ap-
petite for renewable ener-
gy companies, particular-
ly  t h o s e  w i t h  ro bu s t 
project pipelines and in-
ter national  collabora-
tions. Adani Green, a key 
player in India’s renewa-
ble energy sector, has been 
expanding rapidly, with an 
emphasis on solar and 
w i n d  p ow e r  p r o j e c t s 

across the country.
Market analysts noted 

that the transaction re-
flects confidence in Adani 
Green’s long-term growth 
prospects despite broader 
market volatility. “The ab-
sor ption of  this large 
block by high-quality in-
stitutional investors is a 
positive signal for the sec-
tor,” said Anil Kumar, eq-
uity analyst at Prudent 
Capital. “It indicates that 
funds are willing to back 
renewable energy leaders 
that have strong execution 
capabilities and stable 
cash flows.”

TotalEnergies’ decision 
to sell the stake is seen as 
part of  its strategic portfo-
lio management, allowing 
the firm to reallocate capi-
tal to other international 
energy projects while still 
maintaining a long-term 
partnership with Adani 
Green. The French energy 
major had been a share-
holder in Adani Green as 
part of  its global renewa-
ble energy investments.

The deal comes amid a 
broader surge in institu-
tional participation in In-
dia’s renewable energy 
sector, driven by favorable 
government policies, in-
creasing demand for green 
energy, and the country’s 
ambitious net-zero targets 
by 2070. Mutual funds and 

global investors have been 
actively seeking exposure 
to Indian renewable ener-
gy companies, attracted by 
policy stability, strong 
g rowth potential ,  and 
long-term contracts.

Shares of  Adani Green 
reacted positively in the 
early trade on Wednesday, 
reflecting investor confi-
dence following the block 
deal. Market participants 
noted that liquidity from 
such large block deals can 
improve the stock’s trad-
ing profile and attract fur-
t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
attention.

With this transaction, 
Adani Green strengthens 
its position in the market 
as one of  India’s leading 
renewable energy compa-
nies, backed by both do-
mestic and international 
institutional investors. 
Analysts believe contin-
ued strategic partnerships 
and robust project execu-
tion could further enhance 
shareholder value in the 
medium to long term.

As India accelerates its 
transition toward renewa-
ble energy, block deals like 
this highlight the increas-
ing role of  institutional 
investors in supporting 
sustainable infrastructure 
while participating in one 
of  the fastest-growing sec-
tors of  the economy.

Federal Reserve Set for Third Rate Cut, But Future 
Moves Uncertain Amid Division

Washington, D.C.: Feder-
al Reserve officials are 
widely expected to imple-
ment a third consecutive 
i n t e r e s t - r a t e  c u t  o n 
Wednesday, but signs point 
to this potentially being the 
last reduction for the near 
term. The US central bank 
faces internal divisions 
over the trajectory of  mon-
etary policy, driven by lin-
gering inflation concerns 
and the risks of  over-stim-
ulating the economy.

Over the past 15 months, 
the Fed has cut its bench-
mark interest rate by a cu-
mulative 1.5 percentage 
points, with two reductions 
coming this autumn alone. 
While these cuts were de-
signed to support economic 
activity amid slowing 
growth, officials now cau-
tion that further reduc-
tions could push rates be-
low a neutral level—the 
point at which monetary 
policy neither accelerates 
nor restrains economic 
expansion.

Several Fed policymak-
ers have expressed the view 
that current rates are al-
ready close to neutral, rais-
ing concerns that addition-
al cuts could overheat the 

economy or exacerbate in-
flationary pressures. These 
differences are expected to 
produce a split decision at 
Wednesday’s meeting, with 
analysts predicting as 
many as three dissents in 
favor of  holding rates 
steady.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
faces the delicate task of  
forging consensus among 
officials with opposing per-
spectives. Some members 
of  the Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) believe 
the Fed remains slightly re-
strictive, while others see 
current policy as appropri-
ately balanced. This divide 
is likely to make any clear 
forward guidance challeng-
ing, with Powell hesitant to 
signal further moves early 
next year.

Compounding the chal-
lenge is the absence of  
fresh economic data, a re-
sult of  the recent govern-
ment shutdown that lasted 
throughout October and 
much of  November. Key 
statistics, including No-
vember labor market fig-
ures and inflation data, will 
not be released until De-
cember 16 and 18, respec-
tively. Policymakers will 

need to make decisions in 
the absence of  current 
data, relying on older met-
rics and projections to 
guide policy.

“This leaves the Fed in 
this position of  having to 
walk a fine line,” said Di-
ane Swonk, chief  econo-
mist at KPMG. “They need 
to support the economy 
without overstimulating it, 
and the lack of  timely data 
makes that an even more 
delicate balancing act.”

Investors are watching 
closely, as the Fed’s deci-
sions have global ramifica-
tions, influencing currency 
markets, bond yields, and 
international capital flows. 
The prospect of  a rate 

pause after Wednesday’s 
meeting could affect expec-
tations for the US dollar 
and impact emerging mar-
kets that rely on dollar-de-
nominated capital.

Economists note that 
while a third cut is expect-
ed, any commitment to fu-
ture reductions will likely 
be conditional on incoming 
economic data. Inflation 
trends, consumer spend-
ing, and employment fig-
ures will play a decisive 
role in shaping the Fed’s 
approach in early 2026.

Powell’s public state-
ments following the meet-
ing are anticipated to em-
phasize flexibility and 
caution, underscoring the 

Fed’s focus on navigating a 
divided committee and a 
complex economic land-
scape. Market participants 
will also scrutinize the up-
dated economic projections 
and the committee’s “dot 
plot” forecasts, which indi-
cate individual policymak-
ers’ expectations for future 
rate movements.

With inflation still above 
the Fed’s target and eco-
nomic growth showing 
signs of  moderation, offi-
cials are expected to main-
tain a data-dependent ap-
proach, signaling that any 
further easing will be 
measured and contingent 
on evidence of  slowing eco-
nomic momentum.

Sensex Falls 275 Points; Meesho Debut 
Soars 53% Amid Market Volatility

Mumbai: The Indian stock mar-
ket witnessed a broad-based de-
cline on Wednesday, with the S&P 
BSE Sensex dropping 275 points 
(0.32%) to close at 84,391.27, while 
the NSE Nifty 50 slipped 82 points 
(0.32%), ending at 25,758. This 
marks the third consecutive ses-
sion of  losses, with both bench-
mark indices down roughly 1.6% 
over the past three trading ses-
sions amid sustained foreign fund 
outflows and global economic 
uncertainties.

On the 30-share Sensex, Eter-
nal, Trent, Bharti Airtel, Infosys, 
and Tech Mahindra emerged as 
the biggest laggards, shedding be-
tween 1% and 3%. Financial 
stocks, which form the backbone 
of  the index, declined 0.5%, while 
the IT sector witnessed a sharper 
fall of  0.9%. The selling extended 
to the broader market, with small-
cap and mid-cap indices retreat-
ing 0.9% and 1.1%, respectively, 
reflecting cautious investor 
sentiment.

Among sectoral movers, Inter-
Globe Aviation, the operator of  
IndiGo, tumbled 3.3% after the 
government instructed the airline 
to trim 10% of  its scheduled 
flights, following over 2,000 can-
cellations last week due to opera-
tional disruptions. The directive 
weighed on aviation stocks, which 
have been under scrutiny for ser-
vice reliability issues.

On the flip side, newly listed 
Meesho made a sensational mar-
ket debut, surging 53% above its 
offer price. The e-commerce com-
pany’s asset-light, zero-commis-
sion marketplace model was well-
received by investors, underlining 
strong demand for growth-orient-
ed technology stocks in India de-

spite broader market weakness.
Market participants are also 

keeping a close eye on global cues, 
particularly the ongoing Federal 
Reserve meeting in the United 
States. While the Fed is widely ex-
pected to cut interest rates, ana-
lysts caution that policymakers 
remain divided on the path for-
w a r d ,  a d d i n g  t o  m a rk e t 
uncertainty.
Global markets presented a 
mixed picture on Wednesday:

• Stoxx Europe 600 fell 
0.2% as of  9:30 a.m. London time.

• S&P 500, Nasdaq 100, and 
Dow Jones futures were largely 
unchanged.

• MSCI Asia Pacific Index 
rose 0.2%, while MSCI Emerging 
Markets Index gained 0.3%, sign-
aling selective optimism in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Analysts noted that continued 
foreign portfolio outflows, coupled 
with concerns over a potential 
U.S.-India trade deal, have kept do-
mestic markets on edge. “Inves-
tors remain cautious ahead of  the 
Fed decision and are closely moni-
toring global economic signals. 
Mid- and small-cap stocks are par-
ticularly sensitive to external 
shocks,” said Ramesh Iyer, Senior 
Analyst at Axis Securities.

Overall, the market displayed a 
risk-off  sentiment, with investors 
preferring to lock in profits in 
high-flying IT and consumer 
stocks while allocating selectively 
to growth-oriented IPOs like Mee-
sho. With global cues remaining 
uncertain and domestic head-
winds such as foreign outflows 
and policy developments, analysts 
expect volatility to persist in the 
near term.

Jio Financial and BlackRock Pump Rs 229 Crore Each Into 
Digital Asset Management JV

Mumbai: Jio Financial 
Services and BlackRock, 
the world’s largest asset 
manager, have jointly in-
fused a total of  Rs 458 crore 
into their 50:50 partnership, 
Jio BlackRock Asset Man-
agement, as the two compa-
nies step up efforts to estab-
lish a leading digital-first 
asset management platform 
in India.

Both partners subscribed 
to 22.9 crore shares each at 
a face value of  Rs 10 per 
share, amounting to Rs 229 
crore per entity through a 
rights issue. The capital in-
fusion will primarily sup-

port the joint venture’s 
business expansion, opera-
tional scaling, and technol-
ogy-driven initiatives, posi-
tioning it  to  compete 
aggressively in the fast-
growing Indian mutual 
fund and investment man-
agement sector.

The JV, formed in early 
2024, is part of  Jio Finan-
cial’s broader ambition to 
leverage its digital ecosys-
tem—which spans telecom, 
payments, and fintech ser-
vices—to create a seamless 
platform for financial ser-
vices. With BlackRock’s 
global expertise in asset 

management, the partner-
ship aims to provide Indian 
investors with a mix of  in-
ter national investment 
products and locally tai-
lored solutions.

The infusion is also ex-
pected to help the JV accel-
erate product development, 
enhance distribution chan-
nels, and strengthen its dig-
ital infrastructure to serve 
retail and institutional cli-
ents efficiently. The focus 
will be on making invest-
ment management accessi-
ble, transparent, and cost-
effective, leveraging Jio’s 
vast customer base and dig-

ital touchpoints.
Speaking on the capital 

raise, a spokesperson for 
Jio Financial said: “This 
infusion reflects our com-
mitment to building one of  
India’s most ambitious dig-
ital-first asset management 
platfor ms. With Black-
Rock’s deep global experi-
ence and our digital capa-
b i l i t i e s ,  w e  a r e 
well-positioned to offer in-
novative investment solu-
tions to millions of  Indian 
investors.”

From BlackRock’s side, 
the firm emphasized that 
the partnership with Jio is 
a strategic move to tap into 
India’s rapidly growing fi-
nancial services market, 
which is expected to wit-
ness exponential growth 
over the next decade. “We 
see significant potential in 
India’s retail and institu-
tional investor segments, 
and this JV allows us to 
combine BlackRock’s in-
vestment expertise with 
Jio’s digital reach,” the 
firm said.

The Indian asset manage-
ment sector has been expe-

riencing strong inflows, 
driven by growing retail 
participation, rising finan-
cial literacy, and the adop-
tion of  digital platforms. 
Analysts note that digital-
first platforms are gaining 
an edge by offering conveni-
ence, low costs, and person-
alized investment options, 
making the Jio-BlackRock 
venture a potentially formi-
dable player.

This capital infusion 
marks a major milestone 
for the JV, enabling it to ac-
celerate its roadmap and 
compete with established 
asset managers in India. By 
leveraging digital innova-
tions and global investment 
strategies, Jio BlackRock 
Asset  Management  is 
poised to redefine how Indi-
ans invest, making wealth 
creation more accessible 
and technology-driven.

With this latest funding 
round, the JV signals its 
readiness to scale rapidly, 
expand its offerings, and 
set the stage for long-term 
growth in India’s booming 
a s s e t  m a n a g e m e n t 
landscape.

DGCA Sets Up 8-Member Oversight Team to 
Monitor IndiGo Amid Crew Shortage Crisis

New Delhi: The Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
has intensified scrutiny on Indi-
Go, India’s largest airline, by es-
tablishing an eight-member over-
sight team to closely monitor 
operations, following a surge in 
flight cancellations due to crew 
shortages.

The move comes after IndiGo, 
controlled by Rahul Bhatia, faced 
significant operational disrup-
tions, with hundreds of  flights 
delayed or canceled over the past 
week. Aviation safety regulators 
noted that crew unavailability 
had a cascading effect on the air-
line’s schedule, affecting passen-
gers and prompting safety 
concerns.

According to the DGCA order 
issued on Wednesday, the over-
sight team will comprise a Depu-
ty Chief  Flight Operations In-
spector, senior Flight Operations 
Inspectors (FOIs), and two addi-
tional FOIs. Of  these, two mem-
bers will be stationed at IndiGo’s 
corporate office daily to monitor 
critical operational metrics and 
ensure that the airline addresses 
staffing and scheduling challeng-
es efficiently.

The team’s mandate is compre-
hensive. They are tasked with re-
viewing IndiGo’s total fleet, aver-
age stage length (distance 
traveled by an aircraft on one 
leg), pilot strength, network cov-
erage, crew utilization in hours, 
and crew under training. Addi-
tionally, the oversight team will 
track flights per day, unplanned 
leave, total sectors affected due to 
crew shortages, and the availabil-
ity of  cockpit and cabin crew on 
standby at each base.

The DGCA’s intervention sig-
nals growing regulatory concern 
about IndiGo’s operational resil-
ience, especially during peak 
travel periods. “The aim is to en-

sure that flight safety and passen-
ger service standards are main-
tained while addressing systemic 
crew management issues,” the 
order stated.

IndiGo has seen rapid expan-
sion in recent years, emerging as 
the dominant carrier in India’s 
domestic aviation sector. Howev-
er, the airline has also faced chal-
lenges in retaining pilots and 
crew amid aggressive hiring and 
rising industry demand, leading 
to sporadic cancellations and op-
erational bottlenecks.

Industry experts believe that 
the DGCA’s oversight is a proac-
tive step to prevent escalation of  
disruptions, particularly as the 
airline prepares for the busy holi-
day season. The regulators’ pres-
ence at the corporate office will 
allow real-time monitoring of  
crew deployment and operation-
al compliance, ensuring that any 
shortfall in resources is promptly 
addressed.

Passengers have already ex-
pressed frustration over delays 
and cancellations, and analysts 
say continued disruption could 
impact IndiGo’s brand reputa-
tion and financial performance, 
especially given competition 
from other carriers in the 
market.

The DGCA has emphasized 
that safety remains the top prior-
ity and that oversight is meant to 
strengthen operational planning, 
not penalize the airline. The reg-
ulators will continue to monitor 
developments and may take fur-
ther measures if  systemic issues 
persist.

With this intervention, IndiGo 
will be under unprecedented reg-
ulatory supervision, highlight-
ing the challenges of  balancing 
rapid expansion with operational 
reliability in India’s fast-growing 
aviation sector.
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Realme Narzo 90 Series to Launch in India in Third 
Week of December; Key Specifications Confirmed

Realme is gearing up 
to expand its Narzo 
smartphone lineup in In-
dia with the launch of  
the Narzo 90 5G and Nar-
zo 90x 5G in the third 
week of  December. The 
company has already be-
gun teasing the design 
of  both smartphones, 
and ahead of  the official 
launch, a dedicated mi-
crosite on Amazon has 
now confirmed several 
major specifications and 
features of  the upcom-
ing models. The Narzo 90 
series will be available 
for purchase exclusively 
via Amazon.

One of  the biggest 
highlights of  the new se-
ries is the introduction 
of  a massive 7,000mAh 
‘Titan Battery’ on both 
handsets. Realme claims 
that the new battery de-
sign delivers superior 
durability along with ex-
tended backup, making 
the Narzo 90 lineup one 
of  the  most  power-
packed offerings in its 
segment. Both phones 
will also support 60W 
wired fast charging, en-
suring quick top-ups. 
However, the standard 
Narzo 90 5G model will 

go a step further with ad-
ditional features such as 
bypass charging and 
wired reverse charging, 
allowing users to charge 
other devices directly 
from the phone.

The Narzo 90 5G also 
appears to be positioned 
as the more rugged vari-
ant, boasting IP66, IP68, 
and IP69 ratings for dust 
and water resistance—
an uncommon feature in 
i t s  p r i c e  c a t e g o r y. 
Realme has also shared 
b a t t e r y  e n d u r a n c e 
claims for both models. 

According to the compa-
ny, the Narzo 90 5G can 
deliver up to 143.7 hours 
of  music playback, 8.1 
hours of  gaming, 24 
hours of  online video 
streaming,  and 28.2 
hours of  video calling on 
a single charge.

Meanwhile, the Narzo 
90x 5G also promises 
strong longevity, offer-
ing 136.2 hours of  music 
playback, 23.6 hours of  
online video playback, 
27.7 hours of  messaging, 
61.3 hours of  voice call-
ing, and 17.1 hours of  

navigation. These num-
bers highlight Realme’s 
clear focus on power ef-
ficiency and dependable 
all-day battery life.

Both smartphones will 
feature modern, hole-
punch display designs. 
The Narzo 90 5G will 
come with an exception-
ally bright panel capable 
of  hitting 4,000 nits, one 
of  the highest bright-
ness levels in its catego-
ry. The Narzo 90x 5G will 
sport a display with 1,200 
nits peak brightness and 
a 144Hz high refresh 

rate, catering especially 
to gamers and users who 
prefer fluid scrolling.

In the camera depart-
ment, both phones will 
be  equipped with a 
50-megapixel primary 
rear camera. Realme is 
also adding multiple AI-
powered photography 
tools across the series, 
including AI Edit Genie, 
AI Editor, AI Eraser, and 
AI Ultra Clarity, de-
signed to enhance image 
quality and simplify 
post-processing. While 
the Narzo 90 5G will fea-
ture a square triple-cam-
era module, the Narzo 
90x 5G will sport a rec-
tangular dual-camera 
setup, giving each model 
a  d i s t i n c t  d e s i g n 
identity.

With powerful batter-
ies, fast charging, en-
hanced AI features, and 
bright displays,  the 
Realme Narzo 90 series 
is shaping up to be a 
compelling addition to 
the mid-range smart-
phone segment. As the 
launch date approaches, 
Realme is expected to re-
veal more details, in-
cluding pricing and 
availability.

Google Reportedly Testing Built-In AI Mode Inside 
Chrome for Seamless On-Browser Assistance

Google is reportedly 
experimenting with a 
major upgrade to its AI 
capabilities by integrat-
ing a new version of  its 
AI Mode tool directly into 
the Chrome browser. The 
feature, spotted in the lat-
est Chrome Canary build, 
appears to allow users to 
interact with Google’s AI 
without opening a new 
Search page, marking a 
significant shift toward 
native, on-browser artifi-
c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
integration.

According to a report 
by Windows Report, the 
revamped AI Mode opens 
as a “Contextual Tasks” 
page within Chrome it-
self. This suggests that 
the tool is running inde-
pendently from Google 
Search, potentially sign-
aling a future in which 
Chrome offers built-in AI 
assistance similar to 
emerging AI-first brows-
ers. This internal inter-
face can be accessed via a 
special Chrome address, 
confirming that the fea-
ture currently operates 
in a restricted testing 
environment.

In its upgraded form, 
AI Mode reportedly al-
lows users to perform a 
variety of  tasks directly 

within Chrome. These in-
clude typing queries, up-
loading PDFs or images, 
and receiving detailed re-
sponses—all within a sin-
gle page. Users can also 
ask the AI to analyse web-
page content, summarise 
documents, or answer 
contextual questions 
about what they are view-
ing. Unlike the previous 
version, which redirected 
users to Google Search 
results, this new inter-
face contains the entire 
interaction inside the 
browser.

Testers also found ad-
ditional functionality 
that doesn’t appear in the 
Search-linked AI Mode. 
In one instance, when a 
user selected an open tab 
and asked AI Mode to 
summarise its content, 
the tool provided an accu-
rate summary without 
opening a new tab or nav-
igating to another web-
s i t e.  T h i s  s u g g e s t s 
Chrome’s native AI can 
access active tabs direct-
ly, functioning similarly 
to AI browsers like Per-
plexity’s Comet and Chat-

GPT Atlas, which are de-
signed around AI-driven 
navigation and content 
understanding.

The report further 
claims that Google has in-
cluded image generation 
capabilities in this inter-
nal AI build. Testers were 
able to generate images 
using models labeled 
Nano Banana or Nano 
Banana Pro, depending 
on whether the user 
holds a Google AI Pro or 
Ultra subscription. Even 
this feature runs entirely 
inside Chrome’s internal 

AI page, without requir-
ing access to Search or 
external applications.

While the full scope of  
AI Mode’s capabilities is 
not yet known, the tool’s 
expanding feature set 
suggests Google may be 
positioning Chrome to 
compete more directly 
with newer AI-powered 
browsers. With rival plat-
forms offering integrated 
summarisation, context-
aware assistance, and 
generative tools, Google’s 
move indicates an effort 
to future-proof  Chrome 
for an AI-first browsing 
experience.

Since the feature is cur-
rently available only 
within the Canary devel-
opment build, it remains 
inaccessible to general 
users—including those 
on Chrome’s beta chan-
nel. Google has not yet 
commented officially on 
the testing phase or its 
plans for a wider rollout.

If  brought to the stable 
version of  Chrome, the 
new AI Mode could sig-
nificantly enhance pro-
ductivity for millions of  
users by providing AI-
powered assistance na-
tively, without the need 
for additional extensions 
or separate web pages.

Oppo Reno 15C Listed Online Ahead of 
Launch; Specifications, Colourways, and 

Variants Revealed

Oppo is gearing up to 
expand its Reno 15 lineup 
with the addition of  the 
Oppo Reno 15C, which is 
now confirmed to debut 
in China this December. 
While the company ini-
tially teased the device 
during the unveiling of  
the Reno 15 series, it 
withheld detailed specifi-
cations at the time. Now, 
a new listing on a Chi-
nese certification plat-
form has revealed the 
handset’s key features, 
design elements, and pos-
sible launch date.

According to a report 
by Gizmochina, the Oppo 
Reno 15C has surfaced on 
the China Telecom web-
site with the model num-
ber PMD110, shedding 
light on its hardware and 
colour options. The list-
ing suggests that the 
smartphone may go on 
sale in China starting De-
cember 19,  although 
Oppo has not officially 
confirmed this launch 
date.

The Reno 15C is expect-
ed to feature a 6.59-inch 
display with a 1.5K (1,256 
× 2,760 pixels) resolution, 
offering enhanced clarity 
compared to standard 
Full-HD+ panels. The 
screen is also tipped to 
support a 120Hz refresh 
rate, providing smooth 
scrolling and improved 

responsiveness, particu-
larly beneficial for gam-
ing and multimedia 
consumption.

In terms of  optics, the 
smartphone could come 
equipped with a triple 
rear camera setup, com-
prising a 50-megapixel 
primary sensor, a 50-meg-
apixel secondary sensor, 
and an 8-megapixel cam-
era. For selfies and video 
calls, the listing indicates 
a powerful 50-megapixel 
front camera, position-
ing the Reno 15C as a 
compelling option for 
content creators and pho-
tography enthusiasts.

The China Telecom 
listing further reveals 
that Oppo plans to offer 
the Reno 15C in three col-
ourways: Aurora Blue, 
Academy Blue, and Star-
light Bow. These shades 
appear to cater to users 
seeking a stylish yet un-
derstated aesthetic. The 
device may arrive in two 
m e m o r y  c o n f i g u r a -
tions—12GB RAM + 
256GB storage and 12GB 
RAM + 512GB storage—
giving users flexibility 
depending on their stor-
age needs.

Performance-wise, the 
Reno 15C is listed with 
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 
7 Gen 4 chipset, indicat-
ing a mid-range but capa-
ble processor designed to 

deliver solid multitask-
ing and power efficiency. 
Recent leaks from indus-
try tipsters also align 
with these details, sug-
gesting that the phone 
will act as an “entry-lev-
el” option within the 
Reno 15 series, offering 
core Reno features at a 
more affordable price 
point.

On the design front, 
Oppo has teased a square-
shaped rear camera mod-
ule housing three lenses. 
The phone is also expect-
ed to sport the Oppo 
branding centered near 
the bottom of  the back 
panel. Additional design 
cues include a USB Type-
C port, speaker grille, 
and SIM card tray posi-
tioned at the bottom edge, 
as well as a sleek metal 
frame running along the 
sides.

With the expected 
launch just days away, 
anticipation continues to 
build as more details 
emerge. Oppo is likely to 
confirm the official spec-
ifications, pricing, and 
availability soon as part 
of  its December lineup 
announcement. For now, 
the Reno 15C appears 
poised to strengthen Op-
po’s mid-range offerings 
with a balanced mix of  
performance, design, and 
camera capabilities.

Google Pixel 10a Reportedly Passes 
Verizon Certification; Key Specifications 

Revealed Ahead of Launch
Google’s upcoming 

mid-range smartphone, 
the Pixel 10a, appears to 
be inching closer to 
launch, following reports 
that the device has suc-
cessfully passed Veri-
zon’s certification pro-
cess. The development, 
shared by noted tipster 
Evan Blass (@evleaks), 
suggests that the Pixel 
10a is now approved for 
use on the major US car-
rier’s network—an indi-
cator that the official de-
but may take place in the 
coming months. The cer-
tification has also re-
vealed several important 
hardware details about 
the smartphone, which 
will succeed the Pixel 9a 
introduced in March.

According to the leaked 
documents, the Pixel 10a 
will retain much of  the 
familiar design and func-
tionality of  its predeces-
sor while offering en-
hancements in display, 
performance, and con-
nectivity. The handset is 
said to feature a 6.3-inch 
full-HD+ AMOLED dis-
play with a dynamic re-
fresh rate ranging from 
60Hz to 120Hz. This marks 
an upgrade over earlier 
budget Pixel models that 
were limited to lower re-
fresh rates. The panel is 
also rumoured to support 
a peak brightness of  2,000 
nits, significantly boost-
ing outdoor visibility and 
HDR performance.

In the camera depart-
ment, Google appears to 
be sticking with the tried-
and-tested dual-camera 
system. The Pixel 10a is 
tipped to come equipped 
with a 48-megapixel pri-
mary camera with an 
f/1.7 aperture, alongside 
a 13-megapixel ultrawide 
lens offering a 119.7-de-

gree field of  view and an 
f/2.2 aperture. For selfies 
and video calls, the de-
vice is expected to house 
a 13-megapixel front cam-
era with an f/2.2 aper-
ture. These specifications 
mirror those of  the Pixel 
9a, indicating Google’s fo-
cus on refining computa-
tional photography rath-
er  than drast ical ly 
altering hardware.

Under the hood, the 
Pixel 10a is expected to 
feature 8GB of  RAM 
paired with 128GB of  in-
ternal storage. Powering 
the device could be Goog-
le’s in-house Tensor G4 
chipset, which is also ru-
moured to appear in the 
more premium Pixel 10 
series. This chipset is ex-
pected to improve perfor-
mance efficiency and AI 
processing capabilities, 
strengthening Google’s 
emphasis on on-device 
intelligence.

A standout aspect of  
the Pixel 10a is its sizea-
ble 5,100mAh battery, 
which is expected to pro-
vide longer backup than 
its predecessor. The Veri-
zon listing also confirms 
support for 5G and LTE 
Cat 19, ensuring robust 
connectivity across ma-
jor networks. While de-

tails on charging speed 
were not revealed, the 
Pixel 10a is likely to fol-
low Google’s typical mid-
r a n g e  c h a r g i n g 
standards.

Design-wise, recent 
renders indicate that the 
Pixel 10a will adopt a sim-
ilar aesthetic to the Pixel 
9a, featuring Google’s sig-
nature camera bar and a 
minimalist matte finish. 
Subtle refinements to er-
gonomics and build qual-
ity are expected but not 
confirmed.

One of  the most signif-
icant expectations sur-
rounding the Pixel 10a is 
Google’s commitment to 
long-term software up-
dates. Reports suggest 
that Google may offer up 
to seven years of  soft-
ware support, putting 
the device in line with 
the industry’s growing 
focus on sustainability 
and longevity.

With its certification 
complete and leaks rap-
idly expanding, the Pixel 
10a now appears poised 
for an imminent launch. 
More official details are 
expected to surface soon 
as Google prepares for 
its next wave of  mid-
r a n g e  h a r d w a r e 
releases.

Instagram Rolls Out New Templates, Storyboards, and iOS Lock 
Screen Widget for Its Edits App

Instagram is expand-
ing the capabilities of  its 
standalone video crea-
tion app, Edits, with a 
fresh round of  updates 
aimed at giving creators 
more control, creativity, 
a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e . 
Launched earlier this 
year, the app has quickly 
evolved into a dedicated 
platform for crafting 
short-form videos, and 
the latest feature rollout 
reinforces Meta’s focus 
on improving creator 
t o o l s  a c r o s s  i t s 
ecosystem.

According to a post 
shared by the Instagram 
Creators account on 
Threads, the Edits app 
now includes new video 
templates, enhanced cus-
tomisation options, an in-
tuitive storyboard fea-
ture, and an iOS lock 
screen widget. Several of  
these additions are al-
ready live for users in se-
lect countries, with more 
tools expected soon.

One of  the biggest up-
grades in the new update 
is the introduction of  
new templates that allow 
creators to build videos 
quickly using trending 

music, pre-arranged time 
clips, and fresh font 
styles. These templates 
are designed to help both 
new and experienced cre-
ators produce polished 
videos in minutes. Impor-
tantly, users can now 
share their own custom-
made templates, enabling 
others to adopt or remix 
them. This feature is roll-
ing out this week globally, 
though access to the full 
template library may 
vary by region.

Instagram also re-
vealed that a dedicated 
templates section will ap-
pear in the app for some 
creators located in select 

countries, including the 
US, UK, Canada, Austral-
ia, New Zealand, and Ire-
land. This curated sec-
t i o n  w i l l  s h owc a s e 
addit ional  template 
styles and ideas. The 
company has not con-
firmed when or if  these 
expanded template op-
tions will reach India, in-
dicating that the rollout 
may remain geographi-
cally limited for now.

Another major addi-
tion is the new story-
board feature, which 
transforms idea stickies 
into structured visual 
planning boards. This 
tool will allow creators to 

map out their video flow 
using teleprompter cues, 
clip placeholders, and 
written notes. The fea-
ture is particularly valu-
able for creators who pre-
fer to organise their 
content ahead of  time or 
manage more complex 
video concepts.

The Edits app is also 
gaining deeper integra-
tion with Instagram’s 
video ecosystem. Users 
can now import public 
Reels directly into their 
projects, enabling them 
to remix, react to, or mod-
ify these videos within 
Edits. Instagram noted 
that proper credit will al-

ways be given to original 
creators when their Reels 
are used, preserving at-
tribution and respecting 
community guidelines.

To further enhance 
personalisation, the up-
date includes new text ed-
iting features, such as the 
ability to add a secondary 
colour to the background 
or outline of  text and cap-
tions. This allows crea-
tors to fine-tune the visu-
al style of  their videos 
with more precision.

For iOS users, Insta-
gram is introducing a 
brand-new lock screen 
widget for Edits. With 
this widget, iPhone us-
ers can launch the Ed-
its camera instantly or 
add sticky notes to the 
app directly from their 
lock screen,  making 
spontaneous content 
creation more accessi-
ble than ever.

With these updates, 
I n s t a g r a m  a i m s  t o 
make Edits a more pow-
erful and versatile tool, 
h e l p i n g  c r e a t o r s 
streamline their work-
flow while exploring 
new ways to express 
themselves.
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Former Pakistan cap-
tain Shahid Afridi has 
come out strongly in sup-
port of  Indian batting leg-
ends Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma, dismissing calls 
to sideline them from the 
ODI side. Afridi empha-
sized that the duo forms 
the backbone of  the Indian 
lineup and should contin-
ue playing until the 2027 
World Cup, according to a 
report by Telecom Asia 
Sport on Monday.

Afridi praised the pair 
for their consistent perfor-
mances in recent ODI se-

ries. “It’s a fact that Virat 
and Rohit are the back-
bone of  the Indian batting 
line-up, and the way they 
have played recently, it can 
confidently be said that 
they can play until the 2027 
World Cup,” he said.

He also suggested strate-
gic resting of  the stars in 
less challenging games to 
preserve them for major 
series. “You need to pre-
serve both these stars, and 
when India is playing 
against a weaker team, 
they can try some new 
players and rest Virat and 

Rohit,” Afridi added.
Afridi also criticized In-

dian head coach Gautam 
Gambhir, highlighting 
past on-field clashes. “The 
way Gautam started his 
stint, it looked like he 
thought that what he 
thinks and says is right, 
but after some time, it was 
proved that you are not al-
ways right,” Afridi said.

Afridi was equally com-
plimentary of  Rohit Shar-
ma’s recent milestone, 
where he surpassed Afri-
di’s own record for most 
sixes in ODI cricket. Rohit 

hit his 355th six during the 
second ODI against South 
Africa at Raipur, breaking 
Afridi’s record of  351 sixes 
in 398 matches. “Records 
are meant to be broken, 
and this too is now bet-
tered. I am happy that a 
player whom I have always 
liked has broken this re-
cord,” he said.

Reflecting on his early 
interactions with Rohit, 
Afridi recalled playing 
alongside him in the 2008 
Indian Premier League for 
the Deccan Chargers. 
“During practice sessions, 

I watched him bat, and his 
class impressed me. I knew 
that one day Rohit would 
play for India, and he has 
proved himself  as a classy 
batter,” he added.

Afridi’s comments un-
derscore the respect and 
admiration international 
players have for India’s 
senior stars. With Kohli 
and Rohit still in prime 
form, Afridi’s message is 
clear: these stalwarts are 
vital to India’s ODI ambi-
tions and their presence in 
the team should remain 
uninterrupted.

Hardik Pandya’s All-Round Heroics 
Lead India to 101-Run T20I Victory, 

Credits Girlfriend for Support

India’s all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya starred with both bat and ball 
as the Men in Blue thrashed South 
Africa by 101 runs in the first T20 
International of  the five-match se-
ries on Tuesday at Cuttack.

Asked to bat first, India found 
themselves in a precarious position 
at 78/4 in the early overs. Pandya, 
however, played a blistering un-
beaten 59 off  just 28 balls, propel-
ling India to a competitive 175/6 in 
20 overs. Later, with the ball in 
hand, he chipped in with a crucial 
wicket, helping India bundle out 
the Proteas for a paltry 74 runs and 
seize a 1-0 lead in the series.

Following the match, Hardik 
took a heartfelt moment to ac-
knowledge the role of  his partner, 
Mahieka Sharma, in his life and 
career. In a video posted on BCCI.
TV, he said, “A special mention to 
my partner. A lot of  great things 
have happened; she’s been nothing 
but the best to me ever since she 
came into my life.”

He further added, “I think I have 
been a very honest and real person 
in my life, which has helped me a 
lot. I don’t really sugarcoat any-
thing. It’s never about the other 
person or how others think—it’s 
just about how I feel from inside.”

Earlier, Hardik had expressed his 
anger on social media over pa-
parazzi behavior towards Mahieka 
Sharma. He criticized photogra-
phers for crossing boundaries 
while capturing her in a Bandra 
restaurant, calling it “disrespectful 
and intrusive.”

In an Instagram story, he wrote, 
“I understand that living in the 
public eye comes with attention 
and scrutiny—it’s part of  the life 
I’ve chosen. But today something 
happened that crossed a line. Ma-
hieka was simply walking down a 
staircase when paps decided to cap-
ture her from an angle that no 
woman deserves to be photo-
graphed from. A private moment 
w a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  c h e a p 
sensationalism.”

Hardik’s performance not only 
showcased his on-field brilliance 
but also highlighted his commit-
ment to personal values off  the 
field, earning him praise from fans 
for both his cricketing exploits and 
his stand against invasive media 
behavior.

With India taking a 1-0 lead, the 
series continues with the second 
T20I, and all eyes will be on Pandya 
to see if  he can maintain his all-
round heroics against the Proteas.

Jitesh Sharma Credits Sanju Samson for 
Mentorship Ahead of India’s T20I Victory Over 

South Africa
India’s wicketkeeper-

batter Jitesh Shar ma 
opened up about his close 
bond with Sanju Samson 
after being named the 
first-choice wicketkeeper 
for the opening T20I 
against South Africa in 
Cuttack. Despite compet-
ing for the same spot, 
Jitesh described their re-
lationship as warm, re-
spectful, and rooted in 
mutual growth.

Speaking about Sam-
son’s influence, Jitesh 
said, “I am very grateful 
that he is in the team and 
I am under him. Frankly 
speaking, he is like an el-
der brother to me and I 
think because of  healthy 
competition, your talent 
comes out. I think it’s 
good for the team also.”

Jitesh acknowledged 
the immense depth of  tal-
ent in Indian cricket and 
stressed that he and Sam-
son share the same goal of  
contributing to the team’s 
success. “There is so 
much talent in the Indian 
team. You can feel it. San-
ju Bhai is out and I am 
playing. He is a great play-
er. One of  the great play-
ers. If  I have to compete 
with him, I have to play 
shoulder to shoulder and 
bring my A game,” he 
added.

He further highlighted 
that their bond goes be-
yond competition.  “I 
think we both are trying 
to play for India, not for 
other teams. We are like 
brothers. We share lots of  
experience with each oth-
er. He helps me a lot when-
ever I do keeping or bat-
ting. That’s the thing,” 
Jitesh noted.

Jitesh has been a regu-
lar in India’s T20 setup 
since the third T20I 
against Australia during 
the tour Down Under.

On the field, India post-
ed a formidable 175/6 af-
ter opting to bat first. 
Hardik Pandya starred 
with an unbeaten 59 off  28 
balls, while Tilak Varma 
(26 off  32) and Axar Patel 

(23 off  21) also contribut-
ed significantly. For South 
Africa, Lungi Ngidi was 
the pick of  the bowlers 
with 3/31, supported by 
Lutho Sipmala (2/38).

Chasing 176, South Af-

rica never got going and 
were bundled out for 74 in 
12.3 overs. Only Dewald 
Brevis offered resistance 
with 22 off  14 balls. India’s 
bowling was led by Jas-
prit Bumrah, Arshdeep 

Singh, Varun Chakravar-
thy, and Axar Patel, who 
took two wickets each, 
while Hardik Pandya and 
Shivam Dube chipped in 
with one apiece.

The comprehensive win 

gave India a 1-0 lead in the 
five-match T20I series, 
with Jitesh Shar ma’s 
partnership with Samson 
proving to be an impor-
tant factor both on and off  
the field.

Smriti Mandhana Returns as India’s 
Vice-Captain for T20I Series Against 

Sri Lanka

India’s star batter Smriti Mand-
hana is back in action, ready to lead 
by example as she has been named 
vice-captain of  the Indian women’s 
T20I side for the upcoming series 
against Sri Lanka, beginning De-
cember 21. This series marks India’s 
first bilateral contest since the 
Women’s World Cup final on No-
vember 2, where Mandhana played 
a pivotal role in India’s victorious 
campaign. Her inclusion as vice-
captain signals not only her cricket-
ing prowess but also the trust the 
team management places in her 
leadership abilities.

Mandhana, who has recently gone 
through a turbulent personal peri-
od, called off  her marriage with mu-
sic composer Palash Muchhal. De-
spite these challenges, she has 
quickly refocused on cricket, dem-
onstrating remarkable resilience 
and dedication. On Wednesday, 
Mandhana reunited with India cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur at a public 
event, where she opened up about 
her mindset and motivation as a 
cricketer and leader.

“Well, to be fair, I mean, as Har-
man said, the love for the game, and 
I don’t think I love anything in life 
more than cricket. When you go out 
to bat or represent your country, no 
other thoughts are there. Once you 
put on the Indian jersey, the only 
thing you want to do is represent In-
dia and win the match,” Mandhana 
said, reflecting her unwavering 
focus.

She also spoke about the sense of  
responsibility that comes with 
wearing the Indian jersey. “The big-
gest motivation is that when you put 
on the jersey and India is written on 
it, you just keep all your problems 
aside and focus on the field. You 
have a responsibility as one among 
two billion people representing 

your country. Just that thought is 
enough to give you razor-sharp fo-
cus and help you perform at your 
best,” she added.

Mandhana also addressed team 
dynamics and disagreements, 
stressing that healthy debates are 
part of  a winning environment. “I 
don’t look at it as issues because 
everyone wants to win the game. 
Everyone has their own opinion on 
how we will win. If  we don’t have 
those discussions or arguments, it 
means we aren’t passionate enough. 
Healthy disagreements show com-
mitment to winning for the team,” 
she explained. Her perspective high-
lights the importance of  collabora-
tion and communication within the 
squad, even when opinions differ. 
Mandhana’s role as vice-captain 
comes at a crucial time for Indian 
women’s cricket. The team is tran-
sitioning from the high of  the World 
Cup to preparing for upcoming in-
ternational fixtures, and her experi-
ence, skill, and leadership are ex-
pected to play a pivotal role in 
guiding younger players. She is re-
nowned for her aggressive batting 
style and ability to anchor innings, 
and her presence in the team pro-
v i d e s  b o t h  s t a b i l i t y  a n d 
inspiration.

Fans and analysts alike are eager 
to see Mandhana back on the field, 
combining her signature flair with 
leadership responsibilities. With 
the series against Sri Lanka, India 
aims to continue their winning mo-
mentum, and Mandhana’s return 
strengthens both the team’s batting 
lineup and its strategic depth. Her 
story of  resilience and focus serves 
as a powerful example for aspiring 
cricketers and fans, emphasizing 
that dedication to one’s sport can 
help overcome even personal 
challenges.

Shahid Afridi Backs Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
Says They Are Backbone of Indian ODI Team



12 www.truepointnews.com

SCREEN
HYDERABAD, FRIDAY, DECEMBER, 12.12.2025

Balayya’s ‘Akhanda-2’ Finally Set for 
Release; New Teaser Out

Venkatesh Teams Up with Trivikram 
Srinivas for ‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’; 

Shooting Begins

Veteran actor Ven-
katesh is all set to col-
laborate with director 
Trivikram Srinivas for 
the first time, and the 
upcoming family enter-
tainer has been titled 
‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’. 
The makers officially 
announced the title as 
shooting for the film 

commenced on Decem-
ber 10. Produced by 
S u r ya d ev a r a  R a d -
hakrishna under the 
banner of  Harika and 
Hassine Creations, the 
film is slated for a sum-
mer 2026 release.

ns are excited to see 
Venkatesh bring the 
classic ‘Aadarsha Ku-

tumbam’ title back to 
life, this time under the 
direction of  Trivikram 
Srinivas.

iven Trivikram’s 
track record of  deliver-
ing both critical and 
commercial hits, and 
Venkatesh’s immense 
fan base, expectations 
are high.

Sandeep Raj’s ‘Mowgli’ to Release on 
December 13; Pre-Release Event Held in 

Hyderabad

Following the success 
of  ‘Color Photo’, direc-
tor Sandeep Raj is back 
with his new film ‘Mow-
gli’, starring Roshan 
Kanakala, Sakshi Mad-
olkar, and Bandi Saroj 
Kumar in lead roles. 
The much-anticipated 
movie is set to release 
on December 13, and 
the makers hosted a 
pre-release event in Hy-
derabad on Wednesday 
night to  mark the 
occasion.

During the event, 
Sandeep Raj addressed 
the audience and me-
dia, sharing an emo-
tional note about his 
journey. He revealed 
that despite the success 
of  his debut film, he 
had to stay at home and 
wait for the right oppor-
tunity to direct his sec-
ond movie. His heartfelt 
words reflected both 
gratitude and the chal-

lenges faced in making 
‘Mowgli’, emphasizing 
the persistence and pa-
tience required to bring 
the project to fruition.

The pre-release event 
also saw the presence of  
actor Rana, who attend-
ed as the chief  guest. 
Rana expressed his best 
wishes to the team and 
hoped that the film 
would become a major 
success at the box of-
fice. His support added 
excitement to the event 
and highlighted the ca-
maraderie within the 
Telugu film industry.

‘Mowgli’ is expected 
to appeal to audiences 
with its engaging sto-
ryline and performanc-
es. With a talented cast 
led by Roshan Kanaka-
la, the film is being pro-
moted as a compelling 
drama that combines 
emotion, suspense, and 
entertainment. The 

makers have already 
generated buzz through 
teasers and promotion-
al content, raising ex-
pectations among fans.

The pre-release event 
not only celebrated the 
upcoming release but 
also offered a platform 
for the team to connect 
with media and audi-
ences, building antici-
pation ahead of  the the-
atrical release. The 
emotional moments 
shared by Sandeep Raj, 
along with Rana’s pres-
ence, made the evening 
memorable for every-
one involved.

With its official re-
lease just around the 
cor ner, ‘Mowgli’  is 
poised to capture the at-
tention of  Telugu cine-
ma lovers, and industry 
insiders are watching 
closely to see if  it 
matches the success of  
Sandeep Raj’s debut.
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After weeks of  specula-
tion and controversy, Bal-
akrishna’s ‘Akhanda-2’ is 
finally set to hit theaters. 
The makers have officially 
announced that the movie, 
the much-awaited sequel 
to the 2021 blockbuster 
‘Akhanda’, will release on 
December 12. Directed by 
Boyapati Srinu, the film 

had faced delays due to fi-
nancial challenges, which 
have now been resolved, 
clearing the path for its 
theatrical release.

In anticipation of  the re-
lease, the production team 
has dropped a new teaser, 
titled “Akhanda-2 Release 
Teaser”, which has al-
ready generated excite-

ment among fans. The 
teaser showcases high-oc-
tane action sequences, 
dramatic moments, and 
glimpses of  Balakrishna 
in his larger-than-life ava-
tar, reaffirming the mass 
entertainer vibe that the 
Akhanda franchise is 
known for. It also high-
lights the supporting cast 

and sets the stage for the 
intense storyline expected 
in the sequel.

The release of  the teaser 
comes at a time when fans 
were eagerly waiting for 
updates after the pro-
longed delays. The earlier 
film, ‘Akhanda’, was a 
massive commercial suc-
cess and established a 

strong fan base for the pro-
tagonist, creating high ex-
pectations for the sequel. 
With the teaser’s release, 
the makers aim to gener-
ate buzz and build antici-
pation ahead of  the film 
hitting theaters.

The production team 
has confirmed that the 
movie will release across 
various theaters this Fri-
day, allowing fans to expe-
rience the grandeur on the 
big screen. Advance book-
ings have already started 
in many regions, indicat-
ing a strong audience 
interest.

The filmmakers are con-
fident that ‘Akhanda-2’ 
will match or even surpass 
the success of  the first in-
stallment, thanks to its en-
gaging storyline, action-
packed sequences, and 
Balakrishna’s powerful 
performance. The movie is 
expected to be a major box-
office contender this holi-
day season, drawing audi-
ences across all  age 
groups.

Overall, the official an-
nouncement of  the release 
date and the launch of  the 
teaser have reignited ex-
citement among fans, en-
suring that Akhanda-2 will 
be one of  the most antici-
pated films of  the year in 
Tollywood.

Ravi Teja’s New Movie Song Released from ‘Mass Jathara’; 
Film to Release for Sankranti

Fans of  Telugu cinema 
are in for a treat as Ravi 
Teja’s upcoming movie, 
‘Mass Jathara’, gears up 
for a grand release this 
Sankranti. Adding to the 
excitement, the makers 
have released a new song 
from the film, which has 
already begun creating a 
buzz among fans and mu-
sic lovers.

The song, which fea-
tures Ravi Teja in his sig-
nature energetic style, 
showcases high-octane ac-
tion sequences and vi-
brant choreography, stay-
ing true to the mass 
entertainer persona that 
the actor is known for. The 
catchy tunes and engaging 
visuals have resonated 
well with audiences on so-
cial media, prompting fans 
to share and comment 
enthusiastically.

‘Mass Jathara’ is posi-
tioned as a Sankranti spe-

cial, a time when Telugu 
audiences flock to theaters 
to watch family-friendly 
blockbusters and festive 

releases. The film promis-
es a mix of  action, comedy, 
and entertainment, a for-
mula that has been a con-

sistent hallmark of  Ravi 
Teja’s career.

The makers of  the film 
have been strategically re-

leasing songs and promo-
tional content to build mo-
mentum ahead of  the 
theatrical release. The lat-
est song is expected to fur-
ther increase anticipation 
and attract audiences to 
theaters during the holi-
day season.

Industry insiders say 
that ‘Mass Jathara’ has the 
potential to become one of  
the major festive block-
busters, thanks to Ravi 
Teja’s massive fan follow-
ing and the combination 
of  high-energy music, 
colorful visuals, and enter-
taining storytelling.

As the countdown to 
Sankranti 2026 begins, 
fans are eagerly awaiting 
the release of  ‘Mass Jatha-
ra’ and the remaining 
songs from the film. With 
the latest track already 
making waves, the movie 
is poised to make a strong 
impact at the box office.

Darling Prabhas’ Most Awaited Film Set for January 9, 
2026 Release

The excitement among 
fans of  Darling Prabhas is 
reaching a fever pitch as 
his most anticipated film 
is slated to hit theaters on 
9th January 2026. With the 
Sankranti season bringing 
multiple releases, expecta-
tions for this movie are 
running higher than for 
any other festive release 
this year, largely due to 
Prabhas’ immense fan 
following.

The film promises to 
showcase Prabhas in a 
new avatar, combining his 
mass entertainer persona 
with elements of  horror-
comedy, a genre he has 
rarely explored in his re-
cent projects. Audiences 
are particularly curious to 
see him in a lighter, more 
comedic role while still de-
livering the charisma and 
larger-than-life energy he 
is known for.

Industry experts predict 
that the fan base alone will 
drive impressive footfalls, 
making it a potential 
blockbuster of  the Sank-
ranti season. With a mix 
of  suspense, comedy, and 
high-octane entertain-
ment, the film aims to ca-
ter to a wide range of  audi-
ences,  from die-hard 
Prabhas fans to family 
viewers seeking a fun holi-

day experience.
As the release date ap-

proaches, promotional ac-
tivities and teasers have 
already created tremen-
dous buzz online, with 

fans eagerly counting 
down the days. The combi-
nation of  Prabhas’ star 
power, a fresh horror-com-
edy theme, and a festive 
release window has posi-

tioned the film as one of  
the most awaited releases 
of  2026.

All eyes are now on Jan-
uary 9, when theaters 
across the country will 

welcome audiences for 
what promises to be a 
thrilling and entertaining 
cinematic experience with 
Prabhas at his entertain-
ing best.


