
TPN Bureau | De-
cember 10

R AJAMAHEND 
RAVARAM (Ma dh 
urapudi): Fl ight 
operations at the 

Rajamahendravaram 
Airport have return ed 
to normal after a br ief  
phase of  partial disrup-
tions, according to Air-
port Director N.K. Sree-
kanth. Speaking to the 
media on Wednesday, he 
confirmed that air ser-
vices, particularly those 
operated by IndiGo Air-
lines, are now function-
ing smoothly in coordi-
nation with all stakeh 
olders. Director Sree-
kanth reported that out 
of  the airport’s ten 
scheduled flights per 
day, nine are currently 
operating without in-
terruption. He acknowl-
edged that one route the 
Delhi–Rajamahendra-
varam (6E-0364/0363)  
remains temporarily 
suspended due to opera-
tional limitations. 

The airline has in-
formed that services on 
this route will resume 
from December 11, 
2025.“The operations of  
IndiGo Airlines have 

been streamlined, and 
all domestic services ex-
cept one are proceeding 
as per schedule,” he 
said. “Rajamahendra-
varam Airport contin-
ues to coordinate close-
ly with all airlines to 
ensure passenger con-
venience and operation-
al efficiency.” Alo ngs 
ide IndiGo’s services, 
Alliance Air is main-
taining regular opera-
tions on the Tirupati 
route, providing contin-
ued connectivity for 
passengers traveling be-
tween the Godavari re-
gion and the sta te’s key 

pilgrim desti nation. 

Airport authorities 
highlighted that no oth-
er sectors have been af-
fected and that passen-
ger traffic remains stea 
dy throughout the day.
Sreekanth assured that 
all airport systems, in-
cluding security, grou 
nd handling, and air tra 
ffic management, are 
functioning in full ca-
pacity. Regular mainte-
nance, safety checks, 
and coordination with 
flight operators are be-
ing carried out to en-
sure hassle-free service 

delivery. 
“All operations at the 

airport are running 
seamlessly. Our teams 
are working round the 
clock with airlines to 
make sure passengers 
experience minimal in-
convenience,” he stated.
The director also ex-
tended gratitude to 
travelers for their pa-
tience and cooperation 
during recent opera-
tional adjustments. 

“We sincerely thank 
our passengers for their 
understanding during 
the temporary cancella-
tion of  certain services. 

Rajamahendravaram 
Airport remains com-
mitted to pr oviding saf  
e, efficient, and passen-
ger-friendly servi ce 
s.”Located at Madhur 
apudi, Rajamahendra-
varam Airport serv es 
as a key regional aviati 
on hub in Andhra Prade 
sh, linking major cities 
such as Hydera bad, Ch 
nnai, Bengaluru, and 
Visakhapatnam with 
the Godavari distr icts.  
With increasing traffic 
from business travelers 
and tourists, the airport 
has been ste adily en-
hancing its infr astruc-

ture and service capac-
ity.Officials noted that 
the airport’s flight mov 
ements and passenger 
footfall have grown con-
sistently in recent ye 
ars, reflecting Rajama-
hendravaram’s eco no 
mic and cultural pro mi-
nence. Efforts are un-
derway to expand ru nw 
ay capabilities and im-
prove terminal facili-
ties to accommodate 
growing demand in the 
near future.

“Passenger safety, op-
erational efficiency, and 
smooth service deli 
very remain our top pr 
iorities,” Director Sree-
kanth emphasized. “We 
are in constant touch 
with airlines to ensure 
that Rajamahendravar-
am continues to offer re 
liable connectivity and 
a comfortable travel ex-
perience for all.

”The resumption of  
regular IndiGo opera-
tions marks a positive 
step toward full normal-
ization of  air traffic at 
Rajamahendravaram 
Airport, reinforcing its 
status as one of  the bus-
iest domestic terminals 
in  coastal  Andhra 
Pradesh.
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S AN FRANCISCO, USA: 
Andhra  Pradesh is 
poised to become a global 
hub for deep technology, 

artificial intelligence, creative 
industries and digital innova-
tion, following a series of  
high-profile meetings by the 
state’s Education, IT and Elec-
tronics Minister Nara Lokesh 
with leading international 
technology and investment 
firms in San Francisco.

Minister Lokesh met with 
Arun Kumar, Managing Part-
ner of  international venture 
capital firm Celesta VC, to dis-
cuss the establishment of  a 
Deep Tech Innovation Hub in 
Andhra Pradesh. Highlighting 
the state’s investor-friendly en-
vironment, Lokesh said, “Vi-
sakhapatnam is rapidly emer 
ging as an IT and data hub. 

We invite Celesta Capital to 
invest in deep tech sectors, in-
cluding semiconductors, AI, 
and quantum computing. The 

Andhra Pradesh government 
offers the most comprehensive 
incentives in the country, in-
cluding the nation’s first es-
crow account system to ensure 
timely disbursement of  subsi-
dies to industries.” Arun Ku-
mar responded, confirming 
that Celesta VC is prioritizing 
investments in deep tech, 
SaaS, cybersecurity, cloud in-
frastructure, and startups 
with global market potential 
across the US, India, Israel, 
and Southeast Asia.

In another major initiative, 
Minister Lokesh met Creative-
Land Asia founder Sajan Raj 
Kurup, senior partner Yang 
Kaping, and acclaimed film-
maker Chick Russell to expe-
dite the Creative Land Project 
in Amaravati. The project 
aims to transform Andhra 
Pradesh into a global hub for 
creative economy, tourism, 
and digital innovation, featur-
ing AI-driven virtual studios, 
AR/VR theme parks, and 
world-class co-production fa-
cilities. Kurup emphasized 
that the project will focus on 
high-demand sectors like VFX, 

AI, gaming, and animation, 
providing skill development 
for local youth, with potential 
investments of  up to ₹10,000 
crore and creation of  1.5 lakh 
jobs.

Minister Lokesh also met 
with OpsRamp CEO Varma 
Koonapuneni to strengthen IT 
infrastructure and smart city 
initiatives. Lokesh urged the 
company to partner with AP 
Tech Academy for AI Ops 
training, internships, and 
R&D support, enhancing IT 
operations and fostering SME 
and startup growth. Varma 
highlighted OpsRamp’s global 
presence with over 500 enter-
prise clients and ongoing inno-
vations in AI Ops and cloud-
native monitoring.

Further engagements in-
cluded meetings with global 
technology leaders:

Autodesk CTO Dev Patel: 
Lokesh proposed establishing 
a Design & Innovation Acade-
my in Amaravati to provide 
certified training in digital 
fabrication, sustainable de-
sign and research, leveraging 
Autodesk’s BIM and computa-

tional fluid dynamics technol-
ogies for resilient urban 
planning.

Zscaler CEO Jay Chaud-
hary: Lokesh requested a 
Cloud Security R&D and De-
velopment Center in Vi-
sakhapatnam to support the 
city’s growth as a data hub.

Salesforce EVP Ramesh Ra-
gineni: Lokesh invited Sales-
force to set up a Global Capa-
bility Center and R&D Center 
in Visakhapatnam to integrate 
with the state’s startup ecosys-
tem and data infrastructure.

Rigetti Computing CTO Da-
vid Rivas: Lokesh discussed 
creating a Quantum Comput-
ing Research Wing in Amara-
vati’s upcoming Quantum Val-
ley, supporting AI-based media 
processing and QaaS services 
for domestic and international 
markets.

Ohmium CTO Chokka-
lingam Karuppayee: Lokesh 
encouraged setting up an Elec-
trolyzer Manufacturing Plant 
in Krishna district for green 
hydrogen and associated 
industries.

Canva CCSO Rob Giglio: 

Lokesh sought collaboration 
for Creative Land Project skill 
development programs, inte-
grating Canva’s cloud-based 
design platform.

AMD SVP Vamsi Boppana: 
Lokesh invited AMD to estab-
lish an Assembly and Testing 
Unit in Andhra Pradesh’s elec-
t r o n i c s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
clusters.

OpenAI CTO Srinivas 
Narayanan: Lokesh discussed 
collaboration to establish an 
AI University in Andhra 
Pradesh, providing AI-based 
learning tools for students and 
suppor ting  data  center 
operations.

Minister Lokesh stressed 
Andhra Pradesh’s rapid pro-
gress under Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, high-
lighting over ₹20 lakh crore in 
investments in the last 18 
months, global-standard infra-
structure and a conducive eco-
system for high-tech innova-
tion, manufacturing, and 
research. 

With these initiatives, Andh 
ra Pradesh is positioning it-
self  as a global center for AI, 
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M ANGALAGI-
RI: AIIMS Man 
galagiri  has 
achieved a sig-

nificant milestone by 
recording over 30 lakh 
Outpatient Depart-
ment (OPD) consulta-
tions since the com-
mencement of  its pat 
ient care services. 

 The institute wit-
nessed a remarkable 
surge in footfall, regis 
tering 5 lakh OPD vis-
its in just the last six 
months, a clear indi-
cation of  the growing 
public trust and the 
institute’s expanding 
healthcare  capab 
ilities.

Officials said the 
milestone highlights 
AIIMS Mangalagiri’s 
commitment to pro-
viding accessible, af-
fordable and high-
quality healthcare to 

people across Andhra 
Pradesh and neigh-
bouring states. Over 
the years, the insti-
tute has strengthened 
its reputation as a de-
pendable centre for 
medical excellence, 
backed by modern in-
frastructure, skilled 
clinical teams, and 
patient-centric serv 
ices.

“As we celebrate th 
is achievement, AII 
MS Mangalagiri reaf-
firms its mission to 
serve society with 
com passion, medical 
e x p e r t i s e,  a n d  a 
strong focus on public 
health,” the institute 
stated.

AIIMS Mangalagiri 
also extended grati-
tude to patients, car-
egivers, medical staff, 
and all stakeholders 
for their trust and 
support, which con-
tinues to fuel the insti-
tution’s growth and 
service expansion.

Andhra Pradesh to Emerge as Global Hub 
for Deep Tech, AI, and Creative Innovation

IndiGo Flight Operations Return to 
Normalcy at Rajamahendravaram Airport

MP Chief Minister 
Mohan Yadav to 
Attend Public 
Meeting
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D HARMAVAR-
AM: Arrange-
ments are in full 
swing for the 

grand launch of  the 
‘Atal–Modi Good Gov-
ernance Yatra’, sched-
uled to begin today in 
Dharmavaram of  Sri 
Sathya Sai district. 
Madhya Pradesh Ch 
ief  Minister Mohan 
Yadav will take part 
in the public meeting 
marking the com-
mencement of  the 
statewide program 
me.BJP State Presi-
dent PVN Madhav, 
BJP National Secre-
tary and State Health 
Minister Satya Ku-
mar Yadav personally 
inspected the ar-
rangements on Wed 
nesday. The Yatra will 
begin with the unveil-
ing of  Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee’s statue in 
Dharmavaram, Min-
ister Satya Kumar’s 
own constituency and 
will continue across 
all district headquar-
ters until December 
25. The concluding 
meeting will be held 
in Amaravati on De-
cember 25, coinciding 
with Atal Ji’s birth 
centenary.

 Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan, 
and either Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah or BJP National 
President JP Nadda 
are expected to par-
ticipate in the closing 
ceremony. NDA part-
ner leaders from TDP 
and JanaSena will 
also be part of  the dis-
trict-level programm 
es. Party leadership 
has ensured that Vaj-
payee statues will be 
installed at every dis-
trict headquarters 

during the Yatra.
 Dharmavaram to 

wn has been decked 
with BJP flags, flex 
banners and coalition 
party symbols, show-
casing NDA unity. The 
launch event will fea-
ture three compo-
nents: installation of  
Atal Ji’s statue, a 
large public meeting, 
and a special welfare 
initiative. As part of  
community service, 
Minister Satya Ku-
mar will distribute 
2,000 bicycles to Class 
X students of  govern-
ment schools in the 
constituency. 

The bicycles, fund-
ed through the minis-
ter’s charitable trust 
named after his dau 
ghter ‘Sanskriti’, cost 
nearly ₹1 crore. The tr 
ust has also paid ₹2.60 
lakh in exam fees for 
government school 
students.

Madhya Pradesh 
CM Mohan Yadav, Un-
ion Minister Srinivas 
Varma, BJP MLAs, 
and NDA partner lead 
ers will be in attenda 
nce.Three specially 
designed buses featur-
ing images of  Prime 
Minister Modi, BJP le 
aders and NDA icons 
have been prepared 
for the Yatra. Senior B 
JP leaders, Union mi 
nisters and state rep-
resentatives will trav-
el in these buses and 
participate in the dis-
trict-level public me 
etings. Speaking ab 
out the initiative, Sta 
te BJP President PVN 
Madhav and Minister 
Satya Kumar stated 
that the Yatra aims to 
explain the govern-
ance legacy of  Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee his 
Golden Quadrilateral 
project, rural roads, 
crop insurance, Kisan 
Credit Cards schemes 
and reforms in tele-
com and aviation. 
They said PM Modi is 
working with similar 
resolve to make India 
the No. 1 nation glob-
ally by 2047.

All Set for Launch of ‘Atal–
Modi Good Governance Yatra’ 

in Dharmavaram Today

AIIMS Mangalagiri 
Crosses 30 Lakh OPD 
Consultations, Marks 

Major Healthcare 
Milestone
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V I J AY A W A D A : 
Chief  Minister  N 
Chandrababu Naidu 
directed the officials 
to discuss with vari-
ous banks and finan-
cial institutions to 
bring down the inter-
est rates on loans. He 
said with the damage 
of  AP brand image 
several financial insti-
tutions increased the 
interest rates during 
p r e v i o u s  g o ve r n -
ment’s regime result-
ing in wastage of  peo-
ples money. 

He said the NDA 
government is able to 
save Rs 512 crore last 
year and Rs 1000 crore 
s o  f a r  t h i s  ye a r 
through rescheduling 
of  loans and discus-
sions with banks and 
financial institutions. 
Addressing heads of  
departments at secre-
tariat here today, the 
Chief  Minister said of-
ficials should initiate 
measures to save pub-
lic money by reducing 
the interest rates by 
which the state can 
save Rs 7000 crore on 
total loans. 

He said coordina-
tion among all depart-
ments is essential to 
win peoples confi-
dence and stressed the 
need for change in at-
titude of  of ficials 
along with technology 
auditing.   Referring 
public health,  the 

Chief  Minister said of-
ficials should be more 
alert on public health 
and initiate steps to 
prevent seasonal dis-
eases  and  water-
bor ne diseases. He 
said using informa-
tion of  data lake nec-
essary information 
should be passed on to 
people to bring aware-
ness among people on 
public health. 

He said efforts are 
on to provide 1200 pub-
lic services through 
Whatsapp governance. 
Peoples representa-
tives also should take 
responsibility to in-
crease satisfaction lev-
el among people on 
public services. He 
s a i d  t e c h n o l o g y 
should be used in judi-
ciary also to speed up 
clearance of  pending 
cases.

Expressing concern 
over non spending of  
Rs 1170 crore central 
government funds by 
various departments, 
the Chief  Minister 
said that the funds 
should be utilized by 
December 20 and the 
utilization certificate 
should be sent to cen-
tral government for 
further sanction of  
funds. Ministers also 
should take active role 
in utilizing central 
funds for development 
works. He said all the 
departments should 
come under audit pur-
view by March 2026. 

M i n i s t e r s  s h o u l d 
s p e e d  u p  f i l e s 
clearance.

The Chief  Minister 
said that he is going to 
review every three 
months on perfor-
mance of  various de-
partments. He said of-
f icials  should act 
immediate on the is-
sues of  farmers, crop 
prices, roads, employ-
m e n t  g e n e r a t i o n , 
drinking water  and 
increase in prices of  
essential commodities 
t o  t a ke  r e m e d i a l 
measures. 

A n  a c t i o n  p l a n 
should be formulated 
well in advance on 
drinking water supply 
during coming sum-
mer season. He said  
officials should react 
immediately on nega-
tive reports in media 
and improve function-
ing of  the concerned 
departments. Reve-
nue, Police and Munic-
ipal administration 
departments are re-
ceiving huge number 
of  grievances. 

Steps should be tak-
en to redress the griev-
ances in real time. Cit-
ing the example in 
Parvatipuram Many-
am district, the Chief  
Minister said by intro-
ducing Mustabu  pro-
gramme district col-
lector brought huge 
change in students 
and such procedures 
should be followed for 
better results.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 10

VIJAYAWADA: Andhra 
Pradesh’s tourism sec-
tor has gained remark-
able momentum under 
the Coalition Govern-
ment, emerging as a ma-
jor destination for both 
domestic and interna-
tional investors. With 
Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu accord-
ing industrial status to 
the tourism sector and 
unveiling the Tourism 
Policy 2024–29, the de-
partment has trans-
formed into a hub of  in-
novation, development, 
and investor confidence.

 In just 16 months, the 
Tourism Department 
has attracted over 30,000 
private tourism-related 
investments, surpassing 
its initial five-year tar-
get of  25,000. This un-
precedented response 
comes as a result of  a 
series of  forward-look-
ing initiatives, includ-
ing new Adventure 
Spor ts  Guidel ines, 
Home Stay & Bed and 
Breakfast Policy, Em-
ployment Policy, Cara-
van Policy, and the Land 

Allotment Policy–2025. 
Operational guidelines 
were also issued to en-
sure quick clearances 
and seamless support to 
investors under the PPP 
model.

  So far, the State In-
vestment Promotion 
Board (SIPB) has ap-
proved 27 tourism pro-
jects. Of  these, three 
projects are ready for 
inauguration, 12 are un-
der active construction, 
five are ready for foun-
dation stone laying, and 
seven projects have al-
ready received land al-
locations. Once complet-
ed, these projects will 
collectively add 4,597 
rooms to AP’s tourism 
capacity. Significantly, 
Andhra Pradesh is set to 
host one-third of  the 
11,272 new hotel rooms 
planned nationwide for 
2025–26, highlighting in-
vestor trust in the Coali-
tion Government.

The Tourism Depart-
ment has also secured 
the highest-ever central 
funding of  ₹428 crore 
post-bifurcation for de-
veloping infrastructure 
across eight major desti-

nations Akhanda Goda-
vari, Gandikota, Sury-
a l a n k a  B e a c h , 
Ahobilam, Nagarjuna 
Sagar, Araku, Annavar-
am and Simhachalam.

To realise the Mis-
sion-2029 vision, the 
Tourism Department 
has set ambitious goals: 
establishing 50 ,000 
rooms, creating 10,000 
home stays, achieving 
20% GVA, creating 15% 
employment, and in-
creasing per-tourist 
spending from the cur-
rent ₹1,700 to ₹25,000. 
Plans are underway to 
provide affordable ac-

cess by establishing 
4,500 to 20,000 classified 
rooms across various 
categories. Initiatives 
promoting sustainable 
and responsible tourism 
focus on community 
participation, private 
investment, employ-
ment creation, and im-
p r ove d  p e r  c a p i t a 
income.

Upcoming policies 
Concrete Structures, 
Monuments Conserva-
tion, MICE Tourism, 
Beach Shack Policy and 
Film Tourism Policy are 
expected to further ele-
vate Andhra Pradesh’s 

profile on the global 
tourism map.

Tourism Minister 
Kandula Durgesh, Spe-
cial Chief  Secretary 
Ajay Jain, APTDC MD 
and APTA CEO Amra-
pali Kata are actively re-
viewing field-level pro-
gress and steering the 
department towards 
rapid transformation. 
Their coordinated ef-
forts are positioning 
Andhra Pradesh as one 
of  the fastest-growing 
tourism destinations in 
India, poised for global 
recognition in the years 
ahead.
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Vijayawada: To mark 
Human Rights Day, the 
International Human 
Rights Commission 
(IHRC) – Geneva and Da-
hinchu Agni Interna-
tional Ministries jointly 
launched a Free Legal-
Aid Cell aimed at provid-
ing legal guidance, 
awareness, and support 
to the poor and the op-
pressed. The initiative 
was formally announced 
during a special pro-
gramme held in Vi-
jayawada, attended by 
church leaders, social 
activists, and represent-
atives from multiple 
districts.

Speaking on behalf  of  
IHRC–Geneva, Rev Dr 
Bishop Thomas, Andhra 
Pradesh Vice President, 
and IHRC Geneva Na-
tional President Kunda-
varam Rajanandan high-
lighted the organisation’s 
commitment to ensuring 
justice and dignity for 
marginalized communities. 

  The new legal-aid 
cell, they said, will oper-
ate as a platform to edu-
cate citizens about their 
legal rights, facilitate ac-

cess to justice, and offer 
pro bono advice to those 
who cannot afford pro-
fessional legal assis-
tance.Rev Dr Bishop 
Thomas, reflecting on 
his 35 years of  service, 
recalled numerous pain-
ful instances of  people 
facing denial of  justice, 
exploitation, and harass-
ment due to lack of  legal 
awareness and financial 
resources. 

These experiences, he 
said, reinforced his de-
termination to stand 
with the underprivi-
leged and to use his min-
istry as a vehicle for so-
cial change. “Justice 
should not be a privilege 
of  the powerful, it is a 

right for every human 
being,” he emphasized, 
urging more community 
engagement in protect-
ing constitutional rights.

The organisers an-
nounced a dedicated hel-
pline – 85 199 69 199 – for 
individuals in need of  
legal consultation or as-
sistance. Citizens facing 
domestic abuse, proper-
ty disputes, labour ex-
ploitation, or human 
rights violations can 
reach out for free legal 
guidance. The IHRC 
team also extended an 
open call for volunteer 
lawyers and legal ex-
perts willing to contrib-
ute their expertise to the 
cause.

Highlighting the ris-
ing cases of  injustice 
against the poor, women, 
and children, speakers 
underscored the urgent 
need for legal literacy 
campaigns across rural 
areas. They stressed that 
awareness of  one’s 
rights is the first step to-
ward empowerment and 
equality before the law. 
Plans were announced to 
organise district-level 
awareness programmes 
and paralegal work-
shops in collaboration 
with local NGOs and 
grassroots organisations.

As part of  their social 
outreach during the fes-
tive season, Dahinchu 
Agni International Min-

istries announced that it 
would distribute clothes 
worth ₹15 lakh to poor 
workers, orphans, and 
senior citizens as part of  
their Christmas charity 
drive. The initiative 
seeks to spread compas-
sion and uplift under-
privileged communities 
during the holiday peri-
od.TDP Christian Mi-
nority General Secre-
tary B. Suresh Babu, 
Sunil, and nearly 100 
participants from ten 
districts attended the 
event and extended their 
support to the newly 
launched  le g al -a id 
programme. 

Participants lauded the 
joint effort between 
IHRC–Geneva and Dahin-
chu Agni Ministries, de-
scribing it as a timely 
step toward strengthen-
ing social justice and 
equality. With this initia-
tive, IHRC–Geneva and 
Dahinchu Agni Interna-
tional Ministries aim to 
create a stronger network 
of  volunteers and legal 
professionals dedicated 
to defending the rights of  
the voiceless and build-
ing a society based on 
fairness, empathy, digni-
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Mangalagiri: Andhra 
Pradesh has reported a 
total of  1,566 confirmed 
cases of  scrub typhus 
this year, according to 
the state’s Health Com-
missioner,  J.  Nivas 
Veerapandian. Speak-
ing to the media at Man-
galagiri on Tuesday, the 
commissioner said that 
nine deaths have been 
recorded among pa-
tients exhibiting symp-
toms of  the disease. 

However, he clarified 
that the exact cause of  
these deaths is yet to be 
verified, and confirma-
tion could take another 
two to three months as 
investigations and med-
ical reviews continue.
Scrub typhus,  also 
known as bush typhus, 
is a rickettsial infection 
transmitted through the 
bite of  infected chiggers 
(larval mites). The dis-
ease causes high fever, 
headache, rash, and 
body pain, and can be-

come fatal if  not diag-
nosed and treated in 
time. “We have intensi-
fied surveillance and di-
agnostic testing across 
districts to ensure early 
detection and treatment. 

  The department is 
monitoring suspected 
cases closely,” Veera-
pandian said.He added 
that Andhra Pradesh’s 
caseload remains sig-
nificantly lower than 
that of  several neigh-
boring states. Karnata-
ka has registered 1,870 
scrub typhus cases so 
far this year, Tamil 
Nadu 7,308 cases the 
highest in South India  
while Telangana has re-
ported 309 cases. 

 “Compared to these 
f i g u r e s ,  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s situation is 
relatively controlled, 
thanks to preventive ef-
forts and awareness 
drives across rural and 
urban health centers,” 
he noted.Health author-
ities have been conduct-
ing awareness cam-

paigns to educate rural 
communities about rec-
ognizing early symp-
toms and seeking timely 
medical attention. Spe-
cial teams of  doctors 
and field surveillance 
officers have been de-
ployed in high-risk are-
as, particularly in dis-
t r i c t s  w i t h  d e n s e 
vegetation and agricul-
tural activity, where the 
spread of  scrub typhus 
is more prevalent. 

The Health Commis-
sioner said vector con-
trol measures, such as 
clearing bushes and im-
proving sanitation, are 

being strengthened in 
collaboration with local 
bodies.Veerapandian 
also highlighted the im-
portance of  community 
participation in preven-
tion efforts. “People liv-
ing in hilly and forest-
fringe areas need to 
take extra precautions. 
Using protective cloth-
ing during agricultural 
work, maintaining per-
sonal  hygiene,  and 
promptly consulting a 
doctor in case of  fever 
or rashes can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk,” 
he said.

Public health experts 

have emphasized that 
while scrub typhus is 
treatable with antibiot-
ics, the challenge lies in 
early diagnosis, as its 
symptoms often resem-
ble those of  dengue, ma-
laria, or viral fevers. 
Many rural health cent-
ers have been instruct-
ed to make diagnostic 
tests available and en-
sure sufficient medi-
cine stocks.

The state health de-
partment is maintain-
ing constant communi-
cation with the National 
Centre for Disease Con-
trol (NCDC) and other 
research institutes to 
track emerging trends 
and strengthen labora-
tory confirmation ca-
pacity. Veerapandian 
reiterated that the de-
partment is committed 
to transparency and 
preparedness, assuring 
citizens that measures 
are in place to tackle 
any potential rise in 
scrub typhus cases dur-
ing the winter season.

Scrub Typhus Cases Cross 1,500 in Andhra Pradesh; 9 
Deaths Reported, Says Health Commissioner Veerapandian
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VIJAYAWADA: The 
Andhra Pradesh NGO 
Association’s Myla-
varam Taluka Unit 
has been unanimous-
ly elected, reflecting 
the unity and collec-
tive spirit of  govern-
ment employees, said 
District President D 
Satyanarayana Reddy. 
Extending congratula-
tions to the newly 
elected committee, he 
expressed confidence 
that the team would 
u p h o l d  t h e  t r u s t 
placed in them by em-
ployees. District Sec-
retary P Ramesh also 
praised the dedication 
of  the members in 
safeguarding employ-
ee rights.

  The oath-taking 
ceremony for the new-
ly elected committee 
was held on Wednes-
day at the R&B Guest 
House in Mylavaram. 
District President D 
Satyanarayana Reddy 
and District Secretary 
P Ramesh attended as 

chief  guests. Address-
ing the gathering, 
they highlighted that 
the AP NGOs Associa-
tion has a proud 75-
year history of  fight-
i n g  f o r  e m p l o ye e 
rights and demands. 
They noted that the 
association has been 
instrumental in secur-
ing several benefits 
for government em-
ployees and continues 
to take issues con-
cer ning employees, 
teachers and pension-
ers to the government 
for resolution.

Election officer M 
Rajubabu announced 
that the panel led by 
SD Vazeeruddin Khad-
eer and Ch Narasim-
harao  was  unani -
m o u s l y  e l e c t e d . 
Vazeeruddin Khadeer 
will serve as Presi-
dent, D Ravi Kumar as 
Vice President, Ch 
Narasimharao as Sec-
r e t a r y  a n d  N N 
S at ya n a r aya n a  a s 
Treasurer. The elected 
Vice Presidents in-
c l u d e  C h  S r i n i -

vasarao, PP Bhanu 
Prasad and YS Bhag-
yalakshmi. Joint Sec-
retaries elected are B 
Krishna, K Uma Ma-
heshwararao and PV 
Shivarao,  while  K 
Poor nima Nagarat-
nam will  serve as 
Women’s Joint Secre-
tary. Assistant Elec-
tion Officer KV Shiva 
Reddy and observers 
G Ramakrishna su-
pervised the election 
process.

Several dignitaries 
attended the event, in-
cluding Vijayawada 
City Unit Vice Presi-
dent Rajasekhar, Vil-
lage/Ward Secretariat 
President Sheikh Jani 
Basha, former presi-
dent Raghupati, sen-
ior leaders of  the AP 
NGO Association, em-
ployees from various 
departments, and re-
tired staff.

The district leader-
ship congratulated 
the election team for 
conducting the pro-
cess smoothly and 
successfully.

AP NGO Association Mylavaram Taluka 
Unit Elected Unanimously; District 

Leaders Congratulate New Committee

Ramachandrapuram Revenue Division 
to Remain Unchanged: CM Assures 

Minister Subhash

AP Tourism Sector Witnesses Record Growth with 30,000 
Investments in 16 Months

	 International Ministries Launch Free Legal-Aid Cell on 		
Human Rights Day

ANDHRAPRADESH
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 10 Narasaaraopet, 
Palnadu District: As 
part of  the YSR Con-
gress Party’s state-wide 
“One Crore Signatures” 
campaign opposing the 
privatization of  medical 
colleges in Andhra 
Pradesh, a huge rally 
was organized in Nar-
asaraopet constituency 
under the leadership of  
Dr. Gopireddy Srinivas 
Reddy, the party’s dis-
trict working president 
and former MLA.   

The rally was held 
with petitions carrying 
62,500 signatures collect-
ed from residents of  the 
constituency.Hundreds 
of  YSR Congress leaders 
and activists participat-
ed in the rally, which be-
gan at the YSRCP office 
on Guntur Road and 
proceeded to the Pal-
nadu district YSRCP of-
fice at Linganguntla. 
The participants raised 
slogans against the state 
government and in sup-
port of  YSRCP chief  Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy and 
D r.  G o p i r e d d y ’ s 
leadership.

Speaking to the me-

dia, Dr. Gopireddy de-
clared that the YSR Con-
gress’s “One Crore 
Signatures” initiative 
had become a “super 
hit,” while calling the 
coalition government’s 
“Super Six” program a 
“flop show.” He alleged 
that the government’s 
policy of  privatizing 
m e d i c a l  c o l l e g e s 
amounted to surrender-
ing public wealth to pri-
vate hands. “The gov-
ernment is granting free 
land,  constr ucting 
buildings, setting up 
hospitals, and even pay-
ing staff  salaries for two 
years, all for private 
players,” he said. 

“Is this justice? Why 

is this government loot-
ing state resources in 
the name of  develop-
ment?” Dr. Gopireddy 
further stated that the 
opposition to medical 
college privatization 
was not limited to YS-
RCP supporters. “Even 
people from BJP, Jana 
Sena, and the Telugu De-
sam Party have signed 
these petitions, demand-
ing that Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu 
stop the privatization 
drive,” he noted.

He argued that in-
stead of  spending thou-
sands of  crores to bene-
fit private investors, the 
government could in-
vest ₹5,000 crore to 

strengthen the existing 
public medical institu-
tions. “Chandrababu 
Naidu and his son are 
busy touring foreign 
countries, while the peo-
ple of  Andhra Pradesh 
are struggling for basic 
healthcare,” he said. 
“This coalition govern-
ment cares only for in-
dustrialists, not for the 
poor. 

The dreams of  the 
p o o r  a r e  b e i n g 
shattered.”Dr. Gopired-
dy announced that on 
December 15, petitions 
from all seven constitu-
encies in the Palnadu 
district—carrying tens 
of  thousands of  signa-
tures will be transport-

ed from the district of-
fice to the YSR Congress 
Party’s central office in 
Tadepalli. 

He called upon all par-
ty leaders, activists, and 
supporters to partici-
pate in large numbers in 
the event.Addressing 
the gathering, Poonuru 
Gautam Reddy, Palnadu 
Parliamentary Conven-
er of  YSRCP, said that 
under the guidance of  
YSR Congress Party 
president Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, the signature 
campaign had already 
surpassed 1.6 crore sig-
natures across the state. 
“This movement clearly 
reflects the massive pub-
lic opposition to the 
state government’s poli-
cies,” he said. He added 
that teachers, anganwa-
di workers, doctors, and 
employees from all sec-
tors were already pro-
testing daily at Dharna 
Chowk in Vijayawada, 
which he described as 
evidence of  the growing 
unrest across the state. 
A large number of  YS-
RCP leaders and party 
workers participated in 
the Narasaraopet rally.

YSR Congress Conducts Massive Rally in Narasaraopet 
as Part of “One Crore Signatures” Campaign
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Narsaraopet (Pal-
nadu District): Nar-
saraopet  MLA Dr. 
Chadalavada Aravind 
Babu launched a scath-
ing attack on former 
MLA Gopireddy Srini-
vas Reddy, alleging that 
the latter’s “mental con-
dition is not sound” and 
that letting him move 
freely in society would 
be “dangerous.” Speak-
ing to the media at his 
constituency office, Dr. 
Aravind Babu accused 
Gopireddy of  spreading 
f a l s e  p r o p a g a n d a 
against the coalition 
government and of  hav-
ing a history of  corrup-
tion and misconduct 
during his tenure as a 
legislator.

T h e  M L A  s a i d 
Gopireddy had insulted 
women and repeatedly 
shown disrespect to-
wards them, describing 
the former lawmaker as 
a person who cannot 
tolerate the coalition 
government’s develop-
ment and welfare initia-
tives. “He is trying to 

impose his past sins 
and illegal deeds on us,” 
Dr. Aravind Babu re-
marked, urging the pub-
lic to socially boycott 
him.Accusing the for-
mer YSRCP leader of  
large-scale corruption, 
the MLA claimed that 
Gopireddy and his close 
associates looted public 
money when they were 
in power. 

  He alleged that the 
former chairman of  the 
Government Hospital 
Development Commit-
tee collected money for 
medical services and 
sold “Southern certifi-
cates” for ₹30,000 each, 
later constructing a 
building with those pro-
ceeds, sharing the prof-
its with Gopireddy. 
“Gopireddy used his po-
litical influence for per-
sonal enrichment. 

The people of  Nar-
saraopet know exactly 
who worked for them 
and who looted them,” 
he said.Aravind Babu 
f u r t h e r  a c c u s e d 
Gopireddy of  attacking 
political opponents and 
misusing power to in-

timidate critics. He cit-
ed incidents where TDP 
Legal Cell leader Chin-
naparreddy was alleg-
edly beaten and BJP 
leader Ramakrishna 
falsely implicated and 
jailed for 21 days. He 
said both leaders were 
victimized during YS-
RCP rule while former 
Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu person-
ally monitored their 
cases  and assured 
justice.

Recounting several in-
cidents, the MLA said 
Gopireddy tried to ob-
struct a local religious 
procession in Elamanda 
village and attempted to 
file false SC/ST cases 
against opposition activ-
ists. “He even stood 
against divine rituals. 

Such a person has no 
moral right to accuse 
others of  wrongdoing,” 
Aravind Babu asserted. 
Highlighting the coali-
tion government’s re-
cord, the MLA said 17 
months of  governance 
had brought visible de-
velopment in the con-
stituency  including the 
construction of  two flyo-
vers and over twenty CC 
roads. 

He credited the wel-
fare-oriented approach 
of  the coalition for the 
district’s progress.Re-
ferring to his own relief  
efforts during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Dr. Ara-
vind Babu said he and 
his team distributed es-
sential supplies to about 
46,000 people and per-
sonally conducted fu-

neral rites for more than 
100 unclaimed bodies. 
“That is the difference 
between us and Gopired-
dy, who abandoned peo-
ple in their time of  
need,” he said.

He alleged that during 
YSRCP rule, Gopireddy 
ordered the destruction 
of  plaques commemo-
rating development pro-
jects initiated by the late 
Dr. Kodela Siva Prasada 
Rao. “We never removed 
his plaques; that’s the 
difference between con-
structive and destruc-
tive politics,” the MLA 
added.

Dr. Aravind Babu de-
scribed himself  as a 
leader rooted in Com-
munist ideology, com-
mitted to serving people 
with integrity. “Gopired-
dy entered politics to 
amass wealth using 
caste and power, while 
we entered to serve,” he 
said. The press meet 
concluded with local 
coalition leaders reaf-
firming their support 
for Aravind Babu and 
denouncing Gopired-
dy’s alleged misdeeds.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
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VIZIANAGARAM: 
YSRCP Leader of  Oppo-
sition in the Legislative 
C o u n c i l  B o t s a 
Satyanarayana an-
nounced that YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy will meet 
Governor S Abdul Na-
zeer on December 18 to 
submit one crore signa-
tures collected across 
Andhra Pradesh oppos-
ing the alleged privati-
sation of  newly estab-
lished gover nment 
medical colleges.

Addressing the media 
at the YSRCP district of-
fice, Botsa accused 
Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu of  “pri-
oritising corporate in-
terests over public 
welfare” by attempting 
to hand over new gov-
ernment medical col-
leges under the Public–
Private Partnership 
(PPP) model. 

He recalled that for-
mer Chief  Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy 
had initiated the con-
struction of  17 medical 
colleges one in each dis-
trict with the objective 
of  ensuring accessible 
super-specialty health-
care for the poor and ex-
panding medical educa-
tion. Seven colleges 
were completed and ad-
missions commenced in 
five of  them.

  Botsa alleged that the 
TDP-led coalition is now 
seeking to privatise ten 
new medical colleges, 
including some that 
have already begun op-
erations, thereby “be-
traying the original pur-
pose” of  the initiative. 
He said the widespread 
public anger is evident 
from lakhs of  people 
voluntarily participat-
ing in the YSRCP’s state-
wide campaign, result-
ing in the mobilisation 

of  one crore signatures 
opposing the govern-
ment’s move. 

These signatures, he 
said, will be formally 
submitted to the Gover-
nor to express the peo-
ple’s objections.

Botsa questioned 
whether any private in-
stitution, including GI-
TAM or other corporate 
hospitals, would pro-
vide free medical ser-
vices to the poor as gov-
ernment institutions 
do. Turning public med-
ical colleges over to pri-
vate entities, he warned, 
would severely compro-
mise affordability and 
accessibility for com-
mon people. He reiter-
ated that the YSRCP 
would cancel the PPP 
model and restore full 
government control 
over all medical colleg-
es upon returning to 
power. Responding to 
queries, Botsa said gov-

ernment medical col-
leges typically take 5–7 
years to become func-
tional, whereas the YS-
RCP completed con-
struction in just three 
years. He criticised the 
decade-long delays at 
AIIMS Mangalagiri and 
alleged neglect by the 
Centre.

The YSRCP leader 
also opposed the pro-
posed privatisation of  
the Visakhapatnam 
Steel Plant (VSP), stat-
ing that the absence of  
captive mines had de-
liberately inflated pro-
duction costs to project 
artificial losses. As a 
key partner in the NDA 
coalition, he said, the 

TDP government must 
pressure the Centre to 
withdraw the decision.

He further blamed 
the Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister for the In-
diGo crisis, alleging 
that mismanagement at 
the Centre led to hun-
dreds of  flight cancella-
tions and caused severe 
inconvenience to thou-
sands of  passengers.

Botcha further said 
that whether in health-
care, industry or infra-
structure, the BJP–TDP 
alliance is “failing to 
protect public inter-
est”, whereas the YS-
RCP stands firmly for 
social justice and the 
welfare of  the people.

Public Anger Peaks as One Crore Signatures Collected 
Against Medical College Privatisation: Botsa
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HYDERABAD: YS-
RCP has slammed 
Chandrababu Naidu 
for projecting inflated 
figures of  GSDP, un-
mindful of  the fact 
that there is a mis-
match when com-
pared to State revenue 
and said that the pres-
entation started on the 
premise to project the 
previous government 
in poor light, which is 
not the case. 

Speaking to the me-
dia here on Wednes-
day, former minister 
B u g g a n a  R a j e n -
dranath Reddy said, 
the projected GDSP 
growth figure is 12. 2 
percent does not 
match with the reve-
nue tally of  just 3 per-
cent, which shows 
that Chandrababu 
Naidu has been fudg-
ing accounts as the fig-
ures do not add up. 

There was an at-
tempt to show YSRCP 
performance in a poor 
light but the figures 
are in the open to all 
and the State stands as 
an aggressive borrow 
in the latest list re-

leased. During the YS-
RCP term the state’s 
share was about 4.8 
percent, despite Covid 
and the coalition gov-
ernment’s share was 
just 4.45 percent and 
the data speaks for 
itself. 

  If  the 12 percent 
growth rate is true, 
why is it not reflected 
in terms of  revenue is 
the question to be an-
swered. We have done 
better during our 
term and surpassed 
the national average 
on many counts, he 
said.

The total loans tak-
en by the coalition 
government run into 
Rs 2,66,175 crore and 
corruption is ram-
pant as there is no an-
swer as to where the 
money has gone, with 
the Super Six promise 
not being implement-
ed as promised. 

Farmers are not 
getting MSP and pric-
es have fallen drasti-
cally, pushing the 
farmers into a lurch 
as there is no crop in-
surance, no input sub-
sidy and procurement 
is shoddy. The prices 

of  mango, paddy, on-
ion, mango, banana 
and other crops have 
fallen drastically and 
farmers are bearing 
the brunt. YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, on the 
other hand had priori-
tised agriculture and 
stood by the farmer at 
all times and had paid 
a premium of  Rs 7,800 
crore during the five 
years and 54 lakh 
far mers benefited 
t h r o u g h  h i s 
initiatives. 

The Super Six is a 
flop and the power tar-
iff  was hiked despite 
contrary claims. The 
PPAs show how the 
purchases were made 
despite knowing the 
prices of  wind and so-
lar energy would fall. 
Health, education and 
agriculture are the 
most neglected sec-
tors as the Aarogyasri 
dues are not cleared, 
nor the fees reim-
bursement cleared. 

Chandarbabu is 
speaking of  high-end 
technology to halluci-
nate people, but there 
has been a large-scale 
scam involved in it, he 
said.

YSRCP calls Chandrababu’s 
bluff

YSRCP Warns Govt as One 
Crore Signatures Oppose Medi-

cal College Privatisation

Narsaraopet MLA Aravind Babu Slams Ex-MLA Gopireddy, 
Calls Him “Unfit for Public Life”
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VIJAYAWADA: YS-
RCP senior leader and 
former Minister Vid-
a d a l a  R a j i n i  o n 
Wednesday issued a 
strong warning to the 
Chandrababu Naidu-
led coalition govern-
ment, stating that the 
one crore signatures 
c o l l e c t e d  a c r o s s 
Andhra Pradesh rep-
resent a clear public 
mandate rejecting the 
proposed privatisa-
tion of  government 
medical colleges. She 
cautioned that if  the 
government ignores 
this overwhelming 
citizen opposition, its 
d ow n f a l l  w i l l  b e 
“inevitable”.

Addressing the me-
dia at the YSRCP cen-
tral office in Tadepal-
li, Rajini alleged that 
the decision to priva-
tise government med-
ical colleges without 
public consultation is 
“dictatorial”  and 
could become the gov-
er nment’s  “death 
warrant” if  it contin-
ues to push the pro-
posal. She accused the 
coalition of  severely 
damaging the public 
health sector within 

just one-and-a-half  
years, claiming that 
government hospitals 
are struggling with-
out basic medical sup-
plies, ambulance ser-
vices have deteriorated, 
and Aarogyasri is 
weakened due to 
pending dues. Even 
the Health Minister, 
she said, has publicly 
admitted the crisis.

  Rajini stated that 
the YSRCP’s state-
w i d e  c a m p a i g n 
against the proposed 
PPP model received 
unprecedented public 
response from youth, 
employees, students, 
intellectuals,  and 
m e d i c a l  e x p e r t s 
across all 175 constitu-
encies. More than one 
crore people voluntar-
ily signed the petition 
opposing privatisa-
tion, which she de-
scribed as an authen-
tic expression of  
public will—unlike 
what she alleged were 
“fake memberships, 
fake MoUs, and fake 
promises” by the rul-
ing TDP.

She criticised the 
government for at-
tempting to hand over 
public medical colleg-
es and district hospi-

tals to private entities, 
alleging that the pro-
posed model benefits 
corporate middlemen 
at the expense of  poor 
families. Rajini also 
accused the govern-
ment of  stalling the 
construction of  17 
government medical 
colleges started by 
former Chief  Minis-
ter YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, scrapping the 
Family Doctor sys-
tem, and weakening 
emergency ambu-
lance services. She 
condemned the re-
ported plan to lease 
government land for 
medical colleges at 
“nominal rates” and 
continue paying doc-
tor salaries even after 
institutions are trans-
fer red to  private 
operators.

Rajini announced 
that the collected sig-
natures will be sub-
mitted to the Gover-
nor on 18 December, 
led by YSRCP Presi-
dent YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy. Expressing 
gratitude to citizens 
across political lines, 
she said the signa-
tures reflect a people’s 
movement to safe-
guard public medical 
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Amaravati:  Govern-
ment employees and 
p e n s i o n e r s  a c r o s s 
Andhra Pradesh have 
expressed growing re-
sentment over the re-
peated delays in the pay-
ment of  their monthly 
salaries and pensions, 
emphasizing that any 
postponement beyond 
the 1st of  every month is 
unacceptable. Despite 
understanding the gov-
ernment’s financial dis-
tress and competing pri-
orities, employees say 
their livelihoods depend 
entirely on receiving 

payments on time.
  According to the 

Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) of  state govern-
ment employees, pen-
sions and salaries that 
should nor mally be 
credited on December 1 
have not been deposited 
for thousands of  em-
ployees even by Decem-
ber 10. Nearly 31 govern-
ment departments are 
still awaiting salary 
credits amounting to an 
estimated ₹800–₹1,000 
crore. “This is sheer ir-
responsibility on the 
part of  the Finance De-
partment,” the JAC 
leaders alleged, noting 

that there was no offi-
cial clarification or 
statement from the gov-
ernment on the delay.

JAC general secretary 
M. Ramesh Kumar and 
state president Kashi 

B h a t t l a  R a m a 
Suryanarayana remind-
ed that they had earlier 
urged then-Governor 
Biswabhusan Harichan-
dan on January 19, 2023, 
to instruct the govern-

ment to enact a law 
guaranteeing that sala-
ries and pensions are 
paid strictly on the first 
day of  every month. “At 
that time, some people 
mocked us for demand-

ing such a law,” they 
said, “but the current 
situation has once again 
proved that our stand 
was justified.

”They pointed out 
that while the present 
gover nment led by 
Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu has a 
positive outlook toward 
employees, the inability 
to restore punctual sal-
ary disbursement shows 
the depth of  the state’s 
fiscal constraints. The 
JAC leaders asserted 
that under no circum-
stances will employees 
compromise on the is-
sue of  receiving salaries 

and pensions on the 1st.
“The middle class, 

represented by employ-
ees and pensioners, de-
pends on this income for 
their very survival. De-
layed payments disturb 
the entire economic 
rhythm of  families,” the 
statement said. The 
leaders also criticized 
the Finance Depart-
ment officials for their 
“indifferent” attitude 
and accused them of  
lacking transparency, as 
no formal explanation 
was given to workers 
even after several days 
of  uncertainty.

They further high-

lighted the widespread 
financial pressure on 
employees and pension-
ers: about 90% of  them 
allegedly have ongoing 
bank loans such as 
housing, vehicle, and 
education loans, which 
demand monthly in-
stallments due on the 
1st. Pensioners, many 
of  them elderly and de-
pendent on regular in-
come for medical and 
living expenses, were 
s a i d  t o  b e  f a c i n g 
hardship. 

“Society does not ac-
cept any excuse when 
essential bills, rents, or 
household expenses re-
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Vijayawada: Women’s 
economic independence 
is the foundation for the 
progress of  families, so-
ciety, and the state said 
Kesineni Foundation 
Chairperson Janaki 
Lakshmi, wife of  MP 
Ke s i n e n i  S iv a n a t h 
(Chinni). She stressed 
that Self-Help Group 
(SHG) women must take 
confident steps toward 
self-reliance and utilise 
skill development train-
ing to enhance their 
livelihoods.

  Janaki Lakshmi in-
teracted with 61 SHG 
women from NTR dis-
trict undergoing a five-
day skill development 
programme at the Na-
tional Institute of  Rural 
Development (NIRD) in 
Hyderabad on Wednes-
day. In a statement re-
leased by MP Kesineni 
Sivanath’s office, she re-
viewed the details of  the 
ongoing training and ap-
preciated the women for 
their enthusiasm.

  As part of  their train-
ing, the SHG women 
showcased the home-
based and handmade pa-
per products they had 

prepared—photo frames, 
files, folders, phenyl, 
floor cleaner and toilet 
cleaner. They expressed 
gratitude to MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath and the 
Kesineni Foundation for 
enabling them to receive 
this opportunity, which 
they said would help im-
prove their livelihoods.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Janaki Lakshmi 
said women can achieve 
anything when they set 
their minds to it. She 

added that SHG women, 
who are already adept at 
saving, have the poten-
tial to emerge stronger 
through self-employ-
ment. SHGs are not just 
about savings, she said, 
but about progressing 
towards self-sufficiency. 
The Kesineni Founda-
tion will continue to en-
courage and support 
women’s skill develop-
m e n t  a n d 
entrepreneurship.

She assured the train-

ees that she would visit 
their mandals soon and 
urged them to share the 
skills they learned with 
other women in their 
villages. She encouraged 
them to collectively es-
tablish production units 
and promised marketing 
support for their prod-
ucts. Citing Chief  Minis-
t e r  C h a n d r a b a b u 
Naidu’s vision of  “one 
entrepreneur per fami-
ly,” she said MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath is work-

ing with NIRD and NTR 
district officials to pro-
mote women’s empower-
ment and holistic village 
development through 
his personal funds.

NIRD senior consult-
ant Mahammad Khan, 
professors Dr Katiresan, 
NTR district rural NIRD 
coordinator Songa San-
jay Varma, NTR district 
rural Mahila Samakhya 
p r e s i d e n t  K a n d u l a 
Kalpana and others 
participated.

Kesineni Foundation to Support Women’s Economic Empowerment: 
Janaki Lakshmi

CM Stresses Public Satisfaction, 
Administrative Reforms at Ministers–

Secretaries Conference

Sets Jan 15 deadline 
to bring all govern-
ment services online; 
No power tariff  hike 
this year 		
TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 10

Vijayawada: Chief  
Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Wednes-
day directed officials 
to prioritise improv-
ing public satisfaction 
levels in the delivery 
of  government servic-
es. Chairing a confer-
ence of  Ministers, Sec-
retaries and Heads of  
Departments at the 
Secretariat, the CM 
said simplifying ad-
ministrative rules and 
ensuring speedy file 
clearances were essen-
t i a l  f o r  e f f i c i e n t 
governance.

Questioning the re-
l u c t a n c e  b e h i n d 
changing business 
rules, he said even the 
Constitution had been 
amended multiple 
times for public bene-
fit. He stressed that 
technology must be 
leveraged to enhance 
service delivery, but 
added that a humani-
tarian approach at the 
last mile remained 
crucial.

The Chief  Minister 
said both public repre-
sentatives and offi-
cials must be account-
able to the people and 
called for strengthen-

ing village and ward 
secretariats for effec-
tive monitoring of  ser-
vices. He also reiterat-
e d  t h at  t h e  N DA 
government will not 
increase power tariff  
this year, and efforts 
were underway to re-
duce the power pur-
chase cost from the 
present ₹4.92 per unit 
to ₹4 per unit.

Highlighting Andhra 
Pradesh’s improved 
investment climate, he 
said the success of  the 
CII Partnership Sum-
mit in Visakhapatnam 
reflected the state’s re-
stored brand value. 
The CM noted that AP 
a c h i e v e d  1 2 . 0 2 % 
g rowth in Q1 and 
11.28% in Q2 of  2025–
26 and set a target of  
17.11% growth.

The Chief  Minister 
said the government 
was giving top priority 
to irrigation and had 
successfully stored 944 
TMC of  water across 
various projects. He 
added that Andhra 
Pradesh leads the 
country with 638 in-
dustrial parks and re-
iterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
developing all regions. 
Three major economic 
zones Visakhapatnam 
(North Andhra & East 
Godavari), Amaravati 
(West Godavari, Krish-
na, Guntur & Prakasam) 

and Tirupati (Nellore 
& Kurnool would be 
strengthened to boost 
regional development.

CM Chandrababu 
Naidu set January 15 
as the deadline for 
making all govern-
ment services availa-
ble online and in-
structed departments 
lagging behind to ac-
celerate their efforts. 
He cautioned officials 
against adopting a 
negative outlook and 
urged them to focus on 
grievance redressal by 
directly engaging with 
petitioners to improve 
satisfaction levels.

Reviewing depart-
mental performance, 
the Chief  Minister 
said while many de-
partments had shown 
improvement in the 
past 18 months, some 
including  Endow -
ments and Revenue 
were yet to pick up 
pace. He noted that 
TTD’s performance 
had improved and said 
similar  standards 
m u s t  b e  e n s u r e d 
across all temples.

Stressing the impor-
tance of  public trust in 
governance, the CM 
said officials’ perfor-
mance would be moni-
tored in real-time us-
i n g  d a t a - d r i v e n 
governance tools, in-
cluding the state’s data 
lake.

Government Employees Demand Timely Payment of Salaries and Pensions on the 
1st of Every Month

CRDA Moves to Resolve Gramakantam Issues in 
Amaravati; Key Directions Issued to Field Staff
TPN Bureau | Decem-

ber 10
VIJAYAWADA: The 

Andhra Pradesh Capital 
Region Development 
Authority (APCRDA) 
has stepped up efforts to 
resolve long-pending 
gramakantam issues in 
the Amaravati capital 
region. A three-member 
committee comprising 
Union Minister Pem-
masani Chandrasekhar, 
State Municipal and Ur-
ban Development Minis-
ter Dr Ponguru Naraya-
na and Tadikonda MLA 
Tenali Sravan Kumar 
has already been consti-
tuted to oversee the 
matter.

  As part of  the initia-
tive, APCRDA Addition-
al Commissioner A 
Bhargava Teja, recently 
toured Nelapadu one of  
the core capital villages 
to study the issues in de-
tail and explore immedi-

ate solutions.
In continuation of  

these efforts, a prepara-
tory meeting was held on 
Wednesday at the CRDA 
headquarters in Rayapu-
di to collect comprehen-
sive data on gramakan-
tam lands, exemptions 
and related proposals 
a c r o s s  a l l  c a p i t a l 
villages.

The meeting was 
chaired by APCRDA Ad-
ditional Commissioner 
A Bhargava Teja, and at-
tended by Guntur Joint 
Collector Ashutosh Sriv-
astava, Tenali Sub-Col-
lector V Sanjana Simha, 
Special Deputy Collec-

tors of  LPS units, tahsil-
dars, deputy tahsildars, 
mandal tahsildars, office 
staff, surveyors, revenue 
personnel and village 
secretariat staff  working 
i n  t h e  A m a r av a t i 
region.

Both the Additional 
Commissioner and the 
Joint Collector instruct-
ed field-level staff  to 
work without any negli-
gence while collecting 
detailed gramakantam 
data. They clarified vari-
ous doubts raised by the 
officers regarding the 
data-gathering process. 
Officials were directed to 
complete data collection 

and documentation with-
in the stipulated timeline 
based on the maps and 
guidelines provided by 
the CRDA.

Additional Commis-
sioner Bhargava Teja re-
affirmed that the CRDA 
is determined to resolve 
all gramakantam issues 
in Amaravati as per the 
directions of  Chief  Min-
ister N Chandrababu 
Naidu. He stressed that 
field staff  must work 
with complete responsi-
bility and accuracy to 
support the govern-
ment’s resolve to ad-
dress the concerns of  
capital region villagers.
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East Godavari: A 
young man who start‑
ed stealing motorcy‑
cles  for  fun soon 
turned it into a habit 
and ended up behind 
bars. Rajamahendra‑
varam Three Town Po‑
lice arrested a notori‑
ous bike thief  who was 
responsible for multi‑
ple  vehicle  thefts 
across the city.

  Addressing the me‑
dia on Wednesday, Cen‑
tral Zone DSP V. Sri‑
kanth and Three Town 
CI V. Apparao said the 
a c c u s e d ,  S a b b u 
Veerababu, hails from 
Indukurupeta in De‑
varapalli Mandal of  
Alluri Sitaramaraju 
district. Orphaned at a 
young age, he was 
r a i s e d  b y  h i s 
grandmother. 

He worked as a night 
boy at a hotel near the 

Pushkar Ghat and did 
welding work during 
the day.According to 
police, Veerababu’s 
troubles began when 
he desired a bike but 
couldn’t afford one. He 
used an old key to steal 
a parked motorcycle 
near the Pushkar 
Ghat. Realizing how 
easy it was, he began 
t a r g e t i n g  m o r e 
two‑wheelers across 
Rajamahendravaram, 
selling the stolen vehi‑
cles to acquaintances 
Kosuri Pavan Kumar 
of  Bhimavaram and 
Jargani Appanna of  
Achuthapuram in 
Gokavaram mandal at 
low prices. 

He allegedly spent 
the proceeds on a lav‑
ish lifestyle.Following 
several theft com‑
plaints, East Godavari 
SP D. Narasimhak‑
ishore directed special 
surveillance across the 

city. The Three Town 
Police team appre‑
hended Veerababu 
during vehicle checks 
and, upon interroga‑
tion, he confessed to 
stealing 29 motorcy‑
cles from various lo‑
cali t ies  including 
Pushkar Ghat, Kotag‑
ummam, Mallayapeta, 
S u b r a h m a n y a 
Grounds, Lalacheruvu 
Road, ISKCON Temple 
area, and Vadapalli in 
Atreyapuram mandal. 

The recovered vehi‑
cles are worth ₹17.4 
lakh.Police have also 
r e g i s t e r e d  c a s e s 
against those who pur‑
chased the stolen 
bikes. DSP Srikanth 
lauded the efforts of  CI 
V. Apparao, SI M.D. 
Zubair, and the investi‑
gation team. Authori‑
ties urged the public to 
use wheel locks and 
GPS trackers to safe‑
guard their vehicles.

TPN Bureau | De‑
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Narasaraopet (Pal‑
nadu District): Pal‑
nadu District Collec‑
tor Krutika Shukla 
has called upon every 
family to encourage at 
least one member to 
become an entrepre‑
neur. She emphasized 
that self-employment 
and small-scale indus‑
tries play a crucial 
role in promoting eco‑
nomic development 
and local empower‑
ment. Presiding over 
the District Industries 
and Export Promotion 
Committee meeting 
held at Narasaraopet 
as Chairperson, the 
Collector reviewed the 
progress of  various 
industrial schemes 
and subsidy claims. 
She informed that out 
of  96 industrial incen‑
tive claims, 95 were 
approved, and a total 
amount of  ₹8.68 crore 
had been sanctioned 
to eligible beneficiaries.

Collector Shukla in‑
structed all depart‑
mental officials to 
clear applications sub‑
mitted through the 
Single Desk Portal 

promptly without 
waiting for the stipu‑
lated Service Level 
Agreement (SLA) pe‑
riod. She said officials 
must prioritize fast-
track approvals to en‑
sure that entrepreneurs 
face no unnecessary 
delays.The Collector 
also directed the Dis‑
trict Industries Centre 
(DIC) officials to con‑
duct programs across 
all constituencies un‑
der the Rural & Urban 
Micro Enterprises 
Promotion (R.A.M.P.) 
scheme, highlighting 
various industrial op‑
portunities available 
at the local level. She 
further asked them to 
expedite the process‑
ing of  applications 
filed under the Prime 
Minister’s Employ‑
ment Generation Pro‑
gramme (PMEGP) by 
f o r w a r d i n g  t h e m 
swiftly to banks for 
sanction.

  Under the PM Vish‑
wakarma Scheme, she 
urged banks to speed‑
ily process and sanc‑
tion loans to those 
who have already ap‑
plied. Collector Shuk‑
la pointed out that 

these measures would 
help skilled artisans 
and entrepreneurs es‑
tablish small and me‑
dium-scale enterpris‑
e s ,  g e n e r a t i n g 
e m p l o y m e n t  a n d 
strengthening the lo‑
cal economy. High‑
lighting the Chief  
Minister’s flagship 
program “One Family, 
One Entrepreneur”, 
the Collector said this 
initiative aims to nur‑
ture one entrepreneur 
in every family, there‑
by transforming Pal‑
nadu into a district of  
self-reliant and inno‑
vative communities. 

She directed the 
DRDA Project Direc‑
tor, MEPMA Project 
Director, and Munici‑
pal Commissioners to 
work in coordination 
to prepare and imple‑
ment an effective ac‑
tion plan for the pro‑
g r a m .  O f f i c i a l s 
including DRDA Pro‑
ject Director Jhansi 
Rani, District Horti‑
culture Officer Ven‑
kata Rao, District 
Skill Development Of‑
ficer Thammaji, Nar‑
asaraopet Municipal 
Commissioner Jas‑
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Nagayalanka, Krish‑
na District: The state 
government’s flagship 
outreach initiative, 
Praja Darbar, is being 
successfully  imple‑
mented across the re‑
gion, said Avanigadda 
MLA Mandali Buddha 
Prasad. The MLA, who 
supervised the pro‑
gramme at the Mandal 
Parishad Development 
Office (MPDO) in Na‑
gayalanka on Wednes‑
day, described it as a 
vital bridge connecting 
citizens directly with 
the government and its 
various departments.

During the event, res‑
idents from several vil‑
lages in Nagayalanka 
mandal attended the 
session and submitted 
22 petitions addressing 
a range of  personal and 
c o m m u n i t y  i s s u e s. 
MLA Buddha Prasad, 
along with constituen‑
cy special officer Pena‑
mudi Saibabu, exam‑
ined each petition and 

held direct discussions 
with officials from the 
c o n c e r n e d  d e p a r t ‑
ments to identify ap‑
propriate and timely 
solutions.

 Speaking on the oc‑
casion, Buddha Prasad 
said that the Praja Dar‑
bar initiative was con‑
ceived to bring admin‑
istrative services closer 
to the people, ensuring 
swift redressal of  griev‑
ances in a transparent 
and responsive man‑
ner. “The government 
machinery is working 
with the primary objec‑
tive of  delivering faster 
and people-centric so‑
lutions. Every officer 
should treat public is‑
sues as their own and 
ensure resolution at 
the earliest possible 
stage,” he emphasized.
The MLA urged offi‑
cials at the mandal and 
village levels particu‑
larly panchayat secre‑
taries and Village Rev‑
enue Officers (VROs) to 
remain vigilant about 
local problems. 

He advised them to 
take prompt action as 
soon as issues come to 
their notice so that res‑
idents need not ap‑
proach higher authori‑
t i e s  f o r  m i n o r 
grievances. “Our mis‑
sion is to ensure that 
citizens feel govern‑
ment institutions are 
accessible, accounta‑
ble, and functional,” he 
said.

Several officials from 
various departments 
participated in the 
meeting, reflecting the 
state’s commitment to 
inter-departmental co‑
ordination.  Among 
them were MPDO K.M. 
Chandrasekhar, Tahsil‑
dar C.H. Veeranjaneya 
Prasad, R&B Depart‑
ment DEE M. Ramesh, 
Irrigation Department 
DEE B.B.S. Ganapathi, 
Assistant Executive 
Engineers (AEE), pan‑
chayat secretaries, and 
staff  from the Vision 
Action Plan Unit Office 
of  the constituency. 

The Mandal Parishad 

Office staff  oversaw 
the event’s logistical 
arrangements.Officials 
reviewed issues relat‑
ing to road connectivi‑
ty, irrigation mainte‑
nance, welfare benefits, 
revenue records, and 
local infrastructure. 
Some petitions were re‑
solved on the spot, 
while others were for‑
warded to respective 
departments for follow-
up action. 

Citizens who attend‑
ed expressed satisfac‑
tion at being able to 
voice their concerns di‑
rect ly  before  their 
elected representative 
and senior officials.
The Praja Darbar ini‑
tiative, introduced by 
the Andhra Pradesh 
gover nment,  is  de‑
signed to create direct 
interaction between 
people and administra‑
tive officers. It aims to 
enhance transparency, 
ensure accountability, 
and accelerate griev‑
ance redressal mecha‑
nisms at the grassroots 

level .By personally 
overseeing the proceed‑
ings,  MLA Buddha 
Prasad reaffirmed the 
government’s commit‑
ment to participatory 
governance. 

He noted that contin‑
uous monitoring of  pe‑
t i t ions  would  help 
achieve sustainable de‑
velopment and better 
public service delivery 
across the constituency.
With active public par‑
ticipation and strong 
administrative support, 
Wednesday’s Praja Dar‑
bar at Nagayalanka ex‑
emplified the renewed 
efforts of  local govern‑
ance to stay closely 
aligned with people’s 
needs and state devel‑
opment goals.
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Nellore:  In response 
to the rising concern 
over student suicides 
and growing mental 
stress among school and 
college-going youth, the 
Parents’ Association of  
Andhra Pradesh (PAAP) 
is convening a “Par‑
ents–Students Round 
Table Meeting” at the 
Town Hall  Reading 
Room in Nellore this 
Friday at 10 a.m.

  The meeting will fo‑
cus on one urgent mes‑
sage  “It Should Not 
Happen Again.” Organ‑
izers say the event is 
meant to spark a state‑
wide conversation on 
mental health, parental 
awareness, and changes 
needed in the education 
system to ease academic 

pressure. The Associa‑
tion is calling parents, 
teachers, counselors, 
and educational admin‑
istrators to join hands 
in ensuring that marks 
alone do not define a 
child’s future.

According to PAAP 
representatives, the 
state has witnessed a 
worrying increase in 
student suicides over 
the past year, a trend 
linked to intense exam 
pressure, competitive 
expectations, and lack 
of  mental health sup‑
port systems. “We can 
no longer stay silent,” 
said a spokesperson for 
the Association. “Every 
child deserves a safe, 
supportive learning en‑
vironment that values 
emotional well-being as 
much as academic suc‑

cess. Our collective de‑
termination should be: 
‘No more loss of  young 
lives.’

”The event’s theme 
emphasizes shifting fo‑

cus from academic re‑
sults to emotional assur‑
ance and creating a 
learning atmosphere 
built on empathy and 
understanding. The 

round table aims to 
bring stakeholders to‑
gether parents, teach‑
ers, students, and policy 
makers to discuss prac‑
tical steps for reducing 

stress among students.
Discussions are ex‑

pected to cover several 
key areas, including the 
need for trained counse‑
lors in schools, aware‑
ness campaigns about 
mental health, restruc‑
turing assessment sys‑
tems, and creating open 
communication chan‑
nels between students 
and parents. 

Panel speakers will 
include education re‑
form advocates, psy‑
chologists, and repre‑
s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m 
teachers’ federations.
Local parents’ groups 
across Andhra Pradesh 
have reportedly ex‑
pressed support for 
PAAP’s initiative, call‑
ing it “timely and long 
overdue.” Many argue 
that excessive academic 

pressure, long hours of  
study, and constant so‑
cial comparison have 
created an environment 
of  fear rather than curi‑
osity among students. 

“If  children cannot 
talk to parents or teach‑
ers about their anxiety, 
we as adults have failed 
in our responsibility,” 
one parent activist said.
The Association’s call 
— “Let’s join hands: 
Marks are not what 
they need, our reassur‑
ance is” — has resonat‑
ed widely on social me‑
dia under hashtag like 
#StudentSuicidePre‑
v e n t i o n ,  # M e n t a l 
Health Awareness, and 
#Ika Jaraganivvam (“It 
Should Not Happen 
Again”). 

PAAP hopes the out‑
come of  the Nellore 

meeting will form the 
basis for a larger state-
level action plan, in‑
volving both govern‑
ment departments and 
education boards to in‑
troduce systematic 
e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t 
m e c h a n i s m s  i n 
classrooms.

“This is not a one-day 
event,” said the organ‑
izing committee chair‑
person. “We are build‑
ing a movement for our 
children’s safety. Each 
parent, each teacher, 
and each citizen has a 
voice in shaping that 
change.”For further de‑
tails or to participate in 
the discussion, interest‑
ed individuals can con‑
tact the organizers 
through WhatsApp at 
h t t p s : / /
wa.me/916305313558.

Parents’ Association of Andhra Pradesh Calls for Student Suicide Prevention 
Dialogue in Nellore
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Ongole, Prakasam 
District: A new mile‑
stone was achieved in 
the healthcare adminis‑
t r a t i o n  s e c t o r  o f  
Prakasam district on 
Tuesday with the inau‑
guration of  the Drug 
Control Administration 
Assistant Director’s Of‑
fice in Ongole’s 34th Di‑
vision. The newly estab‑
lished office aims to 
strengthen the regula‑
tion of  pharmaceutical 
distribution, quality as‑
surance, and enforce‑
ment of  medical safety 
standards across the 
district.

 The facility was for‑
mally inaugurated by 
Ongole MLA Damacha‑
rla Janardhan and May‑
or Gangada Sujatha, 
who participated in a 
ceremonial event held at 
the new office premises. 
The program began 
with the traditional 
“lighting of  the lamp” 
as a symbolic gesture 
marking the beginning 
of  service, followed by 
the ribbon-cutting cere‑
mony that officially 
opened the office.Local 
officials, healthcare pro‑
fessionals, and repre‑
sentatives from the med‑
ical and pharmaceutical 
sectors attended the in‑
auguration and extend‑
ed a warm welcome to 

the dignitaries. 
The event highlighted 

the growing importance 
of  regulatory institu‑
tions in ensuring safe 
and ethical practices in 
the healthcare industry.
Speaking on the occa‑
sion, MLA Damacharla 
Janardhan emphasized 
the critical role of  the 
Drug Control Adminis‑
tration (DCA) in main‑
taining the integrity of  
the healthcare system. 
He stated that strict 
monitoring of  the man‑
ufacture, distribution, 
and sale of  medicines is 
necessary to protect 

public health and main‑
tain trust in the medical 
profession. 

“Regulatory vigilance 
ensures that only safe 
and ef fective drugs 
reach the people. Every 
department involved in 
the medical field should 
work in coordination 
and uphold transparen‑
cy to bring reputation to 
both the district and the 
state,” he said. Mayor 
Sujatha commended the 
efforts of  the health and 
administrative depart‑
ments in bringing this 
office to Ongole. She not‑
ed that such infrastruc‑

ture expansion will not 
only improve response 
times for regulatory ac‑
tivities but also enhance 
collaboration among 
various branches of  the 
medical administration. 

“This office will help 
streamline inspection 
services, respond to 
pharmaceutical irregu‑
larities promptly, and 
foster better communi‑
cation between govern‑
ment health divisions,” 
she stated.Officials from 
the Drug Control depart‑
ment briefed the guests 
on the functions and ob‑
jectives of  the new 

office. 
The Assistant Direc‑

tor’s Office will oversee 
the implementation of  
pharmaceutical regula‑
tions, issue licenses, and 
ensure compliance with 
the Drugs and Cosmet‑
ics Act. It will also play 
a pivotal role in check‑
ing counterfeit drugs, 
monitoring medical 
stores, and guiding local 
pharmacists on best 
practices.

By establishing a local 
administrative office in 
Ongole, authorities aim 
to make governance 
more accessible and re‑
sponsive. The depart‑
ment will work closely 
with district hospitals, 
private clinics, and 
pharmacies to ensure 
that patients have ac‑
cess to safe and genuine 
medicines. 

The presence of  a ded‑
icated regulatory office 
is also expected to facili‑
tate faster resolution of  
complaints and help 
curtail the spread of  
spurious drugs. The 
event concluded with ex‑
pressions of  gratitude 
by officials who said 
that the initiative re‑
flects the state govern‑
ment’s commitment to 
strengthening public 
health infrastructure 
through regulatory em‑
powerment and inter-de‑
partmental cooperation.

Inauguration of Drug Control Administration Assistant 
Director’s Office in Ongole 34th Division

Every  Family  Should  Have an  Entrepreneur:  
Collector Krutika Shukla

Bike Thief Nabbed; 29 Two-Wheelers Recovered 
in Rajamahendravaram

Avanigadda MLA Buddha Prasad Says Praja 
Darbar Programme a Resounding Success
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Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls 
in India: An Explanatory Overview

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of  electoral rolls is a 
key initiative undertaken by 
the Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI) to ensure the accu-
racy, inclusivity, and integrity 
of  voter lists across the coun-
try. While routine electoral roll 
updates—known as summary 
revisions—are conducted an-
nually, the SIR is a far more 
comprehensive, time-bound 
exercise involving house-to-
house verification of  voters. 
Typically, it is conducted ahead 
of  major elections to eliminate 
errors, include eligible citi-
zens, and remove duplicates, 
deceased persons, and other 
ineligible entries. The process 
underscores India’s commit-
ment to democratic fairness 
and reflects the increasing em-
phasis on data-driven govern-
ance in electoral processes.

Legal and Constitutional 
Basis of SIR

The authority of  the ECI to 
conduct a Special Intensive Re-
vision is grounded in both the 
Constitution of  India and the 
Representation of  the People 
Act, 1950. The key legal provi-
sions include:

1. Article 324: Grants 
the ECI superintendence, di-
rection, and control of  elec-
tions to Parliament and State 
Legislatures. This broad man-
date enables the Commission 
to take decisions ensuring free, 
fair, and credible elections.

2. Article 326: Guaran-
tees adult suffrage for all citi-
zens aged 18 years and above in 
elections to the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies.

3. Section 21(3) of  the 
Representation of  the People 
Act, 1950: Explicitly empowers 

the ECI to conduct a “special 
revision of  the electoral roll,” 
which forms the statutory ba-
sis for SIR.

4. Registration of  Elec-
tors Rules, 1960: Lays down 
procedural guidelines for voter 
enrolment and revision. Al-
though the term “Special In-
tensive Revision” is not explic-
itly mentioned in these rules, 
it has evolved as a distinct, 
large-scale revision methodol-
ogy combining summary up-
dates and full enumeration 
features.

This legal framework estab-
lishes both the authority and 
responsibility of  the ECI to 
conduct intensive voter verifi-
cation exercises to safeguard 
the principle of  “one person, 
one vote.”
Objectives of Special 
Intensive Revision

The primary aim of  SIR is to 
maintain accuracy, inclusion, 
and legitimacy in India’s elec-
toral system. Its objectives can 
be categorized as follows:

1. Accuracy: Remove 
duplicates, deceased voters, in-
eligible entries, and incorrect 
information to ensure the roll 
reflects the real electorate.

2. Inclusion: Incorpo-
rate all eligible citizens, par-
ticularly first-time voters, mi-
g r a n t s,  a n d  p rev i o u s ly 
excluded individuals.

3. Demographic Adjust-
ment: Reflect the impact of  ur-
banization, migration, and 
newly eligible voters (18+), en-
suring rolls match contempo-
rary demographic realities.

4. Legitimacy and Pub-
lic Trust: Strengthen confi-
dence in elections by ensuring 
transparency and fairness in 

voter registration.
5. Pre-Election Prepar-

edness: Clean rolls help reduce 
litigation, streamline polling 
logistics, and facilitate smooth 
elections, including booth allo-
cation and resource planning.
Special Intensive Revision 
Process

The SIR follows a structured, 
multi-phase process designed 
to ensure thorough verifica-
tion and minimal exclusion:

1. Notification and Plan-
ning: The ECI issues a formal 
notification specifying the 
qualifying date for eligible vot-
ers. For instance, in Bihar’s 
2025 SIR, the qualifying date 
was 1 July 2025, ensuring all 
citizens turning 18 by 1 Octo-
ber 2025 were eligible.

2. House-to-House Enu-
meration: Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) visit each household 
within their assigned polling 
area. Pre-filled enumeration 
forms are distributed to exist-
ing voters, and new eligible 
residents are encouraged to 
submit their details.

3. Submission of  Docu-
ments: To strengthen verifica-
tion, voters registered after a 
previous revision cutoff  (e.g., 
January 2003 in Bihar) are re-
quired to submit proof  of  date 
and place of  birth, as well as 
parentage information. This is 
s t r i c t e r  t h a n  r o u t i n e 
procedures.

4. Verification, Addi-
tions, and Deletions: Electoral 
Registration Officers (EROs) 
scrutinize submissions, iden-
tify deceased persons, dupli-
cates, and ineligible voters for 
deletion, while simultaneously 
processing new inclusions. In 
Jaipur, for example, 741 new 
polling booths were created to 
accommodate demographic 
changes revealed by the SIR.

5. Draft Roll Publication 
and Objections: A draft elec-
toral roll is published for pub-
lic scrutiny. Citizens can raise 
objections, and a grievance re-
dressal mechanism addresses 
disputes. In the Bihar SIR, the 
Supreme Court mandated pub-
lication of  deleted names to 
maintain transparency.

6. Final Roll Constitu-
tion: After processing objec-
tions and completing verifica-
tions, the final electoral roll is 
published and frozen for the 
forthcoming election. Only 
special cases warrant later 
adjustments.
Key Features of SIR

SIR is distinguished from 
routine updates by several 
unique features:

• C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Household Focus: Unlike sum-
mary revisions, every house-
h o l d  i s  c o n t a c t e d  f o r 
verification.

• Time-Bound Execu-
tion: The process is carried out 
within a fixed schedule, espe-
c i a l l y  a h e a d  o f  m a j o r 
elections.

• Special Focus on Mar-
ginalized Groups: Emphasis is 
placed on migrants, youth, 
first-time voters, and persons 

with disabilities.
• Digital Integration: 

Tools such as SMS alerts, on-
line portals, and mobile appli-
cations facilitate efficient 
enumeration.

• Stricter Document 
Verification: Voters added 
post-last intensive revision 
must provide documentary 
proof, ensuring authenticity 
and reducing fraud.
Case Study: Bihar SIR 2025

Bihar’s 2025 SIR provides a 
practical insight into the scale 
and complexity of  such 
exercises:

• Over 8 crore voters 
w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o 
re-verification.

• Approximately 4 lakh 
volunteers and BLOs were 
mobilized.

• Voters registered af-
ter January 2003 were required 
to provide proof  of  birth and 
parentage.

• The Supreme Court 
directed public disclosure of  
deleted names, ensuring 
transparency.

• Civil society organi-
zations, such as the Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR), raised concerns regard-
ing potential exclusion due to 
s t r i c t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
requirements.

• Booth rationalization 
included creating new polling 
stations to accommodate de-
mographic changes, improv-
ing access and reducing 
crowding.

Benefits of SIR

The SIR delivers multiple ad-
vantages for India’s electoral 
system:

1. Reduces Ghost Vot-
ers: Removing duplicates and 
outdated entries improves the 
fairness and credibility of  
elections.

2. Reflects Demograph-
ic Changes: Migration, urban-
ization,  and population 
g r o w t h  a r e  a c c u r a t e l y 
represented.

3. Increases Inclusivity:
Marginalized populations, 
youth, and migrants are incor-
porated into the voter list.

4. Enhances Transpar-
ency and Trust: Citizens’ con-
fidence increases when they 
see a robust, inclusive voter 
roll.

5. Optimizes Election 
Logistics: Clean rolls help 
plan polling stations, reduce 
ballot errors, and streamline 
polling operations.

Challenges and Criticisms
Despite its benefits, SIR is 

not without challenges:
• Risk of  Disenfran-

chisement: Demanding addi-
tional documents may inad-
vertently exclude legitimate 
voters, particularly the poor, 
migrants, and marginalized 
groups.

• Timing Issues: Con-
ducting SIR immediately be-
fore elections can create confu-
sion and alle g ations of  
political bias.

• Procedural Ambigui-
ty: The term “Special Intensive 
Revision” lacks explicit men-
tion in existing rules, some-
times causing legal disputes.

• Resource Constraints:
Implementing house-to-house 
enumeration at scale requires 
substantial manpower, train-
i n g ,  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
support.

• Digital Divide: Rural, 
low-literate, or remote citizens 
may struggle with online sub-
m i s s i o n s  a n d  d i g i t a l 
verification.

• Political Controversy: 
Opposition parties often raise 
concerns that SIR may be used 
to manipulate voter lists for 
electoral advantage. The Bihar 
SIR witnessed PIL challenges 
in the Supreme Court on this 
ground.
The Role of the Election 
Commission and State 
Officials

Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI)

The ECI supervises the SIR 
at a national level. Its responsi-
bilities include:

• Issuing notifications 
and schedules.

• Supervising house-to-
house verification and docu-
ment scrutiny.

• Overseeing grievance 
redressal  and final  roll 
publication.

• Ensuring inclusion 
of  all eligible voters and elimi-
nation of  errors, under its con-
stitutional authority.

Chief  Electoral Officer 
(CEO)

The CEO of  each state or un-
ion territory executes SIR lo-
cally, coordinating:

• District Election Of-
ficers, Electoral Registration 
Officers, and Booth Level 
Officers.

• Staff  training and 
mobilization of  volunteers.

• Public awareness 
campaigns.

• Data collection, moni-

toring, and reporting to the 
ECI.
SIR and Upcoming 
Elections: 2025-26 Roll 
Revision

Following Bihar’s SIR, the 
ECI has initiated the next 
phase across 12 states and Un-
ion Territories, including Ta-
mil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, 
and Puducherry. Key features:

• Over 51 crore voters 
will be covered.

• The process began on 
4 November 2025, with the final 
roll to be released on 7 Febru-
ary 2026.

• Voter eligibility proof  
includes 13 types of  docu-
ments, including Aadhaar 
cards—a reform introduced af-
ter Bihar’s SIR experience.

• Assam is excluded 
due to the ongoing NRC 
exercise.

• This phase represents 
one of  India’s largest voter ver-
ification drives since 2002, 
highlighting the SIR’s increas-
ing scale and technological 
integration.
Way Forward: Strengthening 
the SIR Process

To improve the effectiveness 
and fairness of  SIR, several re-
forms are suggested:

1. Clear Legal Guide-
lines: Detailed rules on time-
lines, documentation, and in-
clusion criteria can reduce 
disputes.

2. Minimal Documenta-
tion Barriers: Avoid blanket 
demands for documents unless 
j u s t i f i e d  t o  p r e v e n t 
disenfranchisement.

3. Technology Integra-
tion: Use mobile apps, GIS 
mapping, and online grievance 
portals to enhance efficiency 
and transparency.

4. Targeted Inclusion 

Measures: Special camps for 
migrants, disabled, and first-
time voters, with multilingual 
awareness campaigns.

5. Stakeholder Consul-
tation: Engagement with po-
litical parties, civil society or-
ganizations, and community 
groups ensures inclusivity.

6. Public Disclosure and 
Monitoring: Publish details of  
deletions and inclusions to re-
d u c e  f e a r s  o f  
disenfranchisement.

7. Post-Roll Audit: Sam-
ple audits to verify inclusion 
of  marginalized groups and 
c o r r e c t  e r r o r s  b e f o r e 
elections.

8. Integration with De-
limitation and Polling Station 
Rationalization: Ensure that 
constituency boundary chang-
es and new booths are accu-
rately reflected.

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion of  electoral rolls is a cor-
nerstone of  India’s democratic 
process, balancing accuracy, 
inclusivity, and transparency. 
By combining house-to-house 
verification, strict document 
checks, and modern technolo-
gy, SIR strengthens public 
trust in elections and enhanc-
es the efficiency of  polling op-
erations. However, its scale, 
timing, and procedural chal-
lenges require careful man-
agement to avoid disenfran-
c h i s e m e n t ,  l o g i s t i c a l 
dif ficulties, and political 
controversy.

With reforms emphasizing 
legal clarity, inclusivity, tech-
nology integration, and stake-
holder participation, SIR can 
ensure that India’s electoral 
rolls remain robust, credible, 
and reflective of  its diverse 
population, thereby upholding 
the principle of  “one person, 
one vote” at the heart of  its 
democracy.  
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SHAH-RAHUL CLASH DOMINATES LOKSABHA 
DEBATE ON ELECTORAL REFORMS

A heated confronta-
tion between Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Leader of  the 
Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi took centre stage in 
the Lok Sabha during a 
crucial debate on elec-
t o r a l  r e f o r m s  o n 
Wednesday. What began 
as a discussion on voter 
list revisions quickly 
spiralled into a sharp 
personal and political 
duel, marked by histori-
cal references, barbed 
accusations, and an 
eventual Opposition 
walkout.

The flashpoint arose 
when Gandhi interrupt-
ed Shah’s address and 
challenged him to de-
bate the allegations he 
had raised in recent 
press conferences re-
garding irregularities 
in electoral rolls. These 
press conferences—one 
infamously described 
by Gandhi as a “Hydro-
gen Bomb”—had ac-
cused the government 
and the Election Com-
mission of  facilitating 
“vote chori” or vote 
theft.
Shah Hits Back: 
“Parliament Will Not Run 
on Your Wishes”

Shah, visibly irritat-
ed by Gandhi’s repeat-
ed interjections, firmly 
rejected the Opposition 
leader’s challenge and 
accused him of  at-

tempting to dictate the 
flow of  Parliamentary 
proceedings.

“I have been elected to 
legislative assemblies 
and Parliament for 30 
years,” Shah said. “The 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion says he wants me to 
answer this or that first. 
Let me make this very 
clear: Parliament will 
not work based on your 
wishes. I will decide the 
order in which I say 
things. He should listen 
patiently. Everything 
will be answered, but he 
cannot determine my 
speech.”

Gandhi retorted that 
Shah’s stance was “de-
fensive and fearful,” 
insisting that the min-
ister had avoided re-
sponding to why the 
government had grant-
ed immunity to Elec-
tion Commissioners 
for actions taken dur-
ing their tenure. He ac-
cused Shah of  “cherry-
picking” issues and 
sidestepping the core 
al le g ations he had 
raised publicly.

Shah refused to be 
b a i t e d ,  s ay i n g  h e 
would not respond to 
“provocations,” and 
countered that “vote 
chori” truly occurs 
w h e n  p u b l i c  m a n -
dates are violated—a 
veiled reference to 
p rev i o u s  C o n g re s s 
governments.

Shah Revives Historical 
Attacks on Nehru–Gandhi 
Family

The Home Minister 
escalated his attack by 
invoking what he de-
scribed as historical in-
stances of  “vote theft” 
involving the Nehru–
Gandhi family. Accord-
ing to him, the earliest 
such episode occurred 
during the selection of  
India’s first  Prime 
Minister.

“Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel had 28 votes from 
provincial Congress 
units, and Jawaharlal 
Nehru had only two. Yet 
Nehru ji became the 
Prime Minister,” Shah 
claimed, leading to loud 
protests from Opposi-
tion benches.

He further cited the 
1975 judgment of  the Al-
lahabad High Court that 
invalidated Indira Gan-
dhi’s election from Rae 
Bareli. “To hide this 
vote chori,” Shah al-
leged, “she brought a 
law to ensure no case 
could be filed against 
the Prime Minister. The 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion talks of  immunity 
for Election Commis-
sioners—what does he 
say about the immunity 
Indira Gandhi gave 
herself ?”

Continuing the at-
tack, Shah accused In-
dira Gandhi of  super-

seding senior judges to 
appoint a more favour-
able Chief  Justice, call-
ing it another example 
of  manipulating demo-
cratic processes.

He also repeated the 
long-standing allega-
tion that Sonia Gandhi 
had once voted before 
she became an Indian 
citizen. As Congress 
MPs objected loudly, 
Shah maintained, “I 
have merely stated a 
fact.”
The Voter List Battle and 
EVM Criticism

Shah also targeted the 
Opposition for what he 
ter med hypocritical 
criticism of  electoral 
rolls. “The voter lists 
are absolutely fine 
when you win,” he said 
mockingly. “You wear 
new clothes and take 
oath. But when you fall 
flat, like in Bihar, sud-
denly the voter list be-
comes a problem. These 
double standards will 
not fly.”He defended the 
government’s Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of  electoral rolls, argu-
ing that its purpose was 
to update the lists and 
remove ineligible or il-
legal entries. He ac-
cused the Opposition of  
resisting the exercise to 
“ensure illegal immi-
grants remain on voter 
lists.”

The Opposition vehe-

mently rejected this 
claim, arguing that 
their objections stem 
from a lack of  transpar-
ency in EVM architec-
ture and discrepancies 
in voter databases.
Opposition Walks Out; 
Gandhi Slams “Non-
Answers”

As Shah continued to 
s p e a k ,  O p p o s i t i o n 
MPs—led by the Con-
gress—staged a dra-
matic walkout. Outside 
Parliament, Gandhi 
told reporters that the 
Home Minister had de-
livered “a defensive 
speech” and failed to 
address any of  the sub-
stantive issues raised 
by the Opposition.

“He did not speak 
about transparent vot-
er lists, he did not clar-
ify concerns regarding 
EVM architecture, and 
he ignored the solid 
evidence we placed in 
our press conferenc-
es,” Gandhi said. “In-
stead, he indulged in 
diversions and person-
al attacks.”

The heated exchange 
underscored the wid-
ening gulf  between the 
government and the 
Opposition on electoral 
reforms—an issue like-
ly to dominate political 
d i s c o u r s e  i n  t h e 
months ahead, as the 
nation braces for up-
coming elections.

MODI-RAHUL’S MEETING TRIGGERS BUZZ; ITS ON CIC 
APPOINTMENTS

Goa Nightclub Inferno Probe Reveals 
Escape Trail, Fake SIM, Missing Luxury Cars

SUPREME COURT’S 30% WOMEN’S QUOTA FOR BAR 
COUNCILS WELCOMED, BUT COMPLIANCE FEARS LOOM

The Supreme Court’s 
landmark direction mandat-
ing 30 percent reservation 
for women in State Bar 
Councils has been widely 
welcomed as a long-awaited 
reform in the legal profes-
sion. However, despite the 
general optimism, several 
senior women advocates 
have raised concerns about 
whether State Bar Councils 
will fully comply with the 
spirit and letter of  the 
order.

On Monday, the Supreme 
Court ordered that 30 per-
cent of  the seats in every 
State Bar Council must be 
reserved for women. Of  
these, 20 percent will be 
filled through direct elec-
tions, while 10 percent may 
be filled through co-option, 
particularly where the num-
ber of  eligible candidates is 
insufficient. The Court also 
directed that councils must 
proactively submit co-option 
proposals when required.

The move is being hailed 
as a significant push toward 
gender equity in legal gov-
ernance structures, long 
criticised for being dominat-
ed by entrenched male lead-
ership. Yet, legal experts 
warn that without strict 
monitoring, the reform may 
remain symbolic.

Advocate Yogamay MG, 
one of  the petitioners, ex-
pressed cautious optimism. 
She warned that there is a 
real risk of  the directive be-
ing diluted or delayed by 
councils reluctant to change 
existing power structures. 
“Some State Bar Councils 
may try to postpone elec-
tions or introduce procedur-
al hurdles. There is a real 
risk of  delay or dilution,” 
she said.

She stressed that while the 
Bar Council of  India (BCI) 
can coordinate the imple-
mentation, its “political na-

ture and internal interests” 
may make it difficult for the 
BCI alone to ensure strict 
compliance. Yogamay sug-
gested a joint monitoring 
mechanism—with periodic 
compliance reports submit-
ted to the Supreme Court, 
and the BCI handling the ex-
ecution—to maintain uni-
formity and prevent delays 
across states.

Senior Advocate Mahalak-
shmi Pavani outlined other 
practical challenges: the 
possibility of  token co-op-
tion, the uneven distribu-
tion of  women lawyers 
across states, and potential 
resistance from entrenched 
power groups within the le-
gal community. She empha-
sised the need for “robust 
implementation” and urged 
the BCI to take proactive 
steps. “This order is a pow-
erful key; now the lock must 
be turned,” she said, ex-
pressing faith in the leader-
ship of  the BCI.

Meanwhile,  Advocate 
Pragya Baghel, Secretary of  
the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA), raised the 
issue of  social perception 
and potential backlash. 
“People may think you came 
only via reservation,” she 
said, pointing to the preju-
dices women may face even 
a f t e r  e a r n i n g  e l e c t e d 
positions.

Responding to concerns 
that reservations might in-

advertently place unpre-
pared candidates in leader-
ship roles, Dr. Charu Mathur, 
counsel for the petitioners, 
said the reform opens long-
denied doors. “Women will 
be more resilient—and at 
least the doors are now 
open,” she said.

However, Senior Advocate 
Nandini Gore, a partner at 
Karanjawala & Co and a 
prominent advocate for 
women’s welfare in the judi-
ciary, voiced a different con-
cern: the possible emer-
gence of  proxy candidates. 
She warned that powerful 
members of  the Bar may 
push their wives, daughters, 
or relatives to occupy the re-
served seats merely to re-
tain influence. “If  such a 
situation arises, it would re-
duce these elected women to 
mere puppets,” she cau-
tioned. Yet, she expressed 
hope that the profession 
would rise above such 
manipulation.

W h i l e  t h e  S u p r e m e 
Court’s order marks a trans-
formative moment, advo-
cates underline that its suc-
c e s s  l i e s  n o t  j u s t  i n 
legislation but in transpar-
ent implementation, strict 
timelines, and active moni-
toring. Whether Bar Coun-
cils will rise to the challenge 
remains an important ques-
tion for the future of  gender 
e q u i t y  i n  t h e  l e g a l 
profession.

In a significant develop-
ment in the ongoing investi-
gation into the December 6 
nightclub inferno in Goa — 
a tragedy that claimed at 
least 25 lives — authorities 
have uncovered evidence 
suggesting that two of  the 
establishment’s owners at-
tempted to flee the country 
even as rescue efforts were 
underway.

According to investiga-
tors, brothers Saurabh and 
Gaurav Luthra, co-owners 
of  Birch by Romeo Lane in 
Arpora, logged into the 
MakeMyTrip booking plat-
form at 1:17 AM on Decem-
ber 7, a time when firefight-
ers and police teams were 
still battling the blaze and 
searching for trapped vic-
tims. Records indicate the 
duo swiftly booked tickets 
and later boarded IndiGo 
flight 6E 1073 from Delhi to 
Phuket, departing at 5:30 
AM the same morning — 
less than five hours after the 
fire was first reported.

The brothers’ flight to 
Thailand has raised serious 
concerns about deliberate 
evasion. An active Interpol 
Blue Corner Notice remains 
in place to track their move-
ments abroad. Meanwhile, 
on Wednesday, the Rohini 
Court in Delhi heard a tran-
sit anticipatory bail plea 
filed by the Luthras. Their 
petition sought four weeks’ 
protection from arrest and 
interim relief  to facilitate 
their return to India without 

being taken into immediate 
custody.

While the Luthras remain 
abroad, law enforcement has 
made progress in detaining 
another co-owner. Ajay Gup-
ta, one of  the four partners 
of  the nightclub, was pro-
duced before a Delhi magis-
trate after being traced by 
Goa Police. Gupta had earli-
er been declared missing, 
prompting the issuance of  a 
Look Out Circular (LOC) 
when police failed to locate 
him at his residence. After 
undergoing a medical exam-
ination, Gupta will be trans-
ported to Goa for formal ar-
rest and questioning.

Authorities have also ex-
panded their search for a 
fourth co-owner, Surinder 
Kumar Khosla, a British na-
tional who is currently un-
der an LOC. Officials believe 
his cooperation will be cru-
cial to reconstructing the 
events leading up to the 
blaze and understanding 
discrepancies in the night-
club’s operations.

New revelations have sur-
faced regarding a mobile 
number used by the Luthra 
brothers. Investigators dis-
covered that the SIM card as-
sociated with their commu-
nications was registered in 
the name of  Ram Hari Sin-
gh, a former driver em-
ployed by the family. When 
an NDTV team visited the 
address linked to the num-
ber, Singh was absent. Later 
reached by phone, Singh 

confirmed that he worked as 
a driver for Saurabh Luthra 
for two years before being 
dismissed during the 2020 
COVID-19 lockdown. He stat-
ed he has had no contact 
with the family since then 
and had no knowledge that 
any SIM card was issued us-
ing his identity.

Further suspicions have 
arisen over the Luthras’ ve-
hicles. Sources indicate the 
brothers owned three cars 
until 2020, but by the time of  
their escape, they were be-
lieved to possess over four 
luxury cars — all of  which 
are now missing. Investiga-
tors are examining whether 
the vehicles were hidden or 
relocated deliberately prior 
to the brothers’ departure 
for Thailand.

The family’s recently con-
structed, multi-crore resi-
dence in Goa presents a sim-
ilar picture of  abandonment. 
When police entered the 
property following the fire, 
it was found completely de-
serted except for a lone dog.

As the probe deepens, au-
thorities are piecing togeth-
er what increasingly ap-
pears to be a coordinated 
effort to evade accountabili-
ty. The Goa Police, bolstered 
by central agencies, contin-
ue to pursue all leads as 
pressure mounts to bring 
the fugitives back to India 
and deliver justice to the vic-
tims of  one of  the state’s 
d e a d l i e s t  n i g h t c l u b 
tragedies.

An unusually long 
88-minute meeting be-
tween Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi on 
Thursday sparked in-
tense speculation across 
Parliament, currently 
in session for the Win-
ter sittings. The interac-
tion, originally sched-
uled to discuss the 
appointment of  a new 
Chief  Information Com-
missioner (CIC), extend-
ed well beyond the ex-
pected duration, leaving 
MPs curious about 
whether the discussion 
broadened into other 
political matters.

As per the Right to In-
formation (RTI) Act, ap-
pointments to the Cen-
t r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commission, Election 
Commission, and cer-
tain Vigilance posts are 
decided by a high-level 
committee consisting of  
the Prime Minister, one 
Union minister nomi-
nated by him, and the 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion. For this meeting, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah was the 
nominated minister.

Rahul Gandhi arrived 
at the Prime Minister’s 
Office at 1 pm, and the 
meeting began shortly 
after at 1:07 pm. As the 
clock ticked past an 
hour, murmurs began 
spreading through both 
Houses of  Parliament. 

These selection meet-
ings are typically brief, 
usually lasting not more 
than 20 to 30 minutes.

When Gandhi exited 
the meeting after nearly 
an hour and a half, it 
was confirmed that the 
deliberations went be-
yond the CIC position. 
The committee had 
also discussed the ap-
pointments of  eight In-
for mation Commis-
s i o n e r s  a n d  o n e 
Vigilance Commission-
er — a significant num-
ber given the current 
staffing crisis within 
the Central Informa-
tion Commission.

Sources later indicat-
ed that Rahul Gandhi 
objected to all the rec-

ommended appoint-
ments, and submitted 
his objections in writ-
ing. Such objections, 
however, are not un-
precedented. Opposi-
tion representatives, in-
cluding Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Gandhi 
himself  in earlier years, 
have routinely recorded 
their dissent on grounds 
of  transparency and 
suitability.

The Central Informa-
tion Commission is cur-
rently functioning with 
severe resource short-
ages. Since the retire-
ment of  Chief  Informa-
tion Commissioner 
Hiralal Samariya on 
September 13, the CIC 
has been without a 

chief. Only two Informa-
tion Commissioners — 
Anandi Ramalingam 
and Vinod Kumar Ti-
wari — remain on duty, 
resulting in a heavy 
backlog of  cases.

According to official 
figures on the CIC web-
site, the commission is 
currently burdened 
with 30,838 pending ap-
peals and complaints, a 
number that has been 
rising steadily due to 
vacant positions. Infor-
mation Commissioners 
play a critical role in en-
forcing the RTI Act, and 
delays in hearings have 
slowed down the flow of  
information to citizens.

Under Section 12(3) 
of  the RTI Act, the com-

mittee chaired by the 
Prime Minister is re-
sponsible for recom-
mending names for ap-
pointment as the Chief  
Information Commis-
sioner and Information 
Commissioners. Once 
selected, the names are 
forwarded to the Presi-
dent for approval.

Although sources 
close to the govern-
ment maintain that the 
88-minute discussion 
stayed within the de-
fined agenda of  ap-
pointments, the unusu-
ally long meeting gave 
rise to speculation 
among MPs and ob-
servers. With Parlia-
ment witnessing heat-
ed  exchang es  over 
electoral reforms, in-
stitutional appoint-
ments, and accounta-
bility, many wondered 
whether the leaders 
also touched upon the 
ongoing controversies 
surrounding electoral 
processes.

Neither the PMO nor 
the Congress issued 
any additional com-
ment on the meeting’s 
content.

With the Winter Ses-
sion entering a critical 
phase, the prolonged 
Modi–Rahul meeting — 
coupled with Gandhi’s 
written objections — 
has added a new layer 
of  political intrigue to 
an already tense parlia-
mentary atmosphere.
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US MAY REQUIRE TOURISTS TO SUBMIT FIVE-YEAR 
SOCIAL MEDIA HISTORY UNDER NEW PROPOSAL

In a move that could sig-
nificantly reshape inter-
national travel to the Unit-
ed  States,  American 
authorities have proposed 
requiring tourists from 
dozens of  countries—in-
cluding the UK—to submit 
five years’ worth of  social 
media history as a condi-
tion for entry. The propos-
al, unveiled by US Cus-
t o m s  a n d  B o r d e r 
Protection (CBP) and the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security (DHS), would ap-
ply to travellers eligible 
for visa-free entry under 
the Electronic System for 
Travel  Authorization 
(ESTA).

The measure comes as 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration intensifies 
efforts to tighten US bor-
ders, citing national secu-
rity concerns. Analysts, 
however, caution that the 
plan could create new bar-
riers for visitors, raise pri-
vacy concerns, and poten-
tially harm travellers’ 
digital rights.

Under the proposal, 
ESTA applicants would be 
required to disclose social 
media identifiers used 
over the past five years. 
Additional information 
requested would include 
telephone numbers used 
over the last five years, 
email addresses used over 
the last ten years, and ex-

panded details about fam-
ily members. The proposal 
did not specify which plat-
forms or additional ac-
count information travel-
l e r s  m i g h t  n e e d  t o 
provide.

Currently, the ESTA re-
quires limited biographi-
cal data and a $40 fee, al-
lowing multiple entries 
into the US over a two-year 
period. The programme is 
available to citizens of  ap-
proximately 40 nations, in-
cluding the UK, Ireland, 
F r a n c e,  J a p a n ,  a n d 
Australia.

The policy shift  is 
framed in reference to a 
January executive order 
titled “Protecting the Unit-
ed States From Foreign 
Terrorists and Other Na-

tional Security and Public 
Safety Threats.” The 
Trump administration 
has already implemented 
similar social media dis-
closure requirements for 
applicants seeking stu-
dent visas and H1B visas 
for skilled workers.

A State Department of-
ficial defended the expand-
ed scrutiny, stating that 
Americans expect their 
government to “make eve-
ry effort to make our coun-
try safer.” Visa-screening 
officers have been in-
structed to identify indi-
viduals who may support 
d e s i g n at e d  t e r ro r i s t 
groups or engage in un-
lawful extremist activity.

The proposed change 
comes at a time when the 

United States anticipates a 
surge in international vis-
itors for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup—co-hosted 
with Mexico and Cana-
da—and the 2028 Summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles. 
Yet experts warn the new 
requirements could slow 
ESTA approvals and dis-
courage travel.

Sophia Cope of  the Elec-
tronic Frontier Founda-
tion criticised the plan, 
arguing it could “exacer-
bate civil liberties harms” 
and create disproportion-
ate risks for travellers 
with politically sensitive 
online histories. Immigra-
tion law firm Fragomen 
cautioned that the propos-
al may lead to increased 
processing times and ad-

ministrative burdens.
The measure also fol-

lows a broader tightening 
of  US immigration and 
travel controls. Officials 
have recently signaled 
that the current travel ban 
affecting 19 countries 
across Africa, the Middle 
East, and the Caribbean 
may be expanded. That an-
nouncement came shortly 
after a shooting incident 
in Washington DC in 
which an Afghan national 
w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a 
suspect.

Travel industry analysts 
say such policies have al-
ready dampened tourism. 
According to the World 
Travel & Tourism Council, 
the US is the only econo-
my among 184 surveyed 
expected to witness a de-
cline in international visi-
tor spending in 2025. Fall-
out from trade tensions 
has also been felt, with 
many Canadians boycott-
ing US travel in protest of  
Trump-era tariffs. October 
marked the tenth consecu-
tive month of  declining 
Canadian travel to the US; 
historically, Canadians 
have accounted for nearly 
a quarter of  all foreign 
visitors, spending over $20 
billion annually.

The proposal will re-
main open for public com-
ment for 60 days before a 
decision is finalised.

María Corina Machado’s Daughter 
Accepts Nobel Peace Prize Amid Secrecy 
Over Opposition Leader’s Whereabouts
Amid intense speculation and un-

certainty, the daughter of  Venezuelan 
opposition leader María Corina 
Machado accepted the 2024 Nobel 
Peace Prize on her mother’s behalf  
during a deeply emotional ceremony 
in Oslo on Wednesday. Machado, who 
has spent the past two years in hiding 
following Venezuela’s disputed 2024 
presidential election, was unable to at-
tend despite earlier indications she 
would travel to Norway.

Machado was honoured for “her 
struggle to achieve a just and peaceful 
transition from dictatorship to democ-
racy” in Venezuela. The Nobel Insti-
tute confirmed she is “safe” and ex-
pected to arrive in Oslo later on 
Wednesday night or early Thursday 
morning—too late to participate in the 
ceremony.

Her daughter, Ana Corina Sosa, de-
livered a powerful speech to a packed 
hall that included members of  Nor-
way’s royal family. At the start of  her 
address, Sosa reflected on the personal 
toll of  her mother’s absence, describ-
ing the pain of  not having seen her for 
two years. “As I wait for the moment to 
hug her, to kiss her, to embrace her… 
I think of  the other daughters and 
sons who do not get to see their moth-
ers,” she said, her voice breaking.

Sosa then read the Nobel lecture 
written by Machado, who has re-
mained a symbol of  defiance in the 
face of  Nicolás Maduro’s government. 
The speech expressed profound hope 
for Venezuela’s future. “Venezuelans 
will hug again. Fall in love again. Hear 
our streets fill with laughter and mu-
sic,” Sosa read. “All the simple joys the 
world takes for granted will be ours… 
Because in the end, our journey to-
wards freedom has always lived inside 
us. We are returning to ourselves. We 
are returning home.”

The audience responded with a 
standing ovation, reflecting the global 
solidarity Machado’s struggle has 
inspired.

Machado has been in hiding since 
July 2024, when she rejected the re-
sults of  Venezuela’s presidential elec-
tion—an election widely condemned 

as fraudulent both domestically and 
internationally. After Maduro claimed 
victory, nationwide protests erupted, 
resulting in the arrest of  around 2,000 
people, including many from Macha-
do’s opposition coalition. Facing the 
threat of  detainment herself, Macha-
do disappeared from public view but 
continued to give interviews and 
share messages online, urging her 
supporters not to give up.

Her last public appearance was in 
January, when she spoke at a rally de-
nouncing Maduro’s swearing-in for a 
third term. Her family—including two 
of  her children and her mother—are 
already in Oslo, anxiously awaiting 
reunion after years of  forced 
separation.

Speculation about her ability to at-
tend the Nobel ceremony had intensi-
fied in recent months, especially amid 
reports that she faced a travel ban. In 
an audio recording shared by the No-
bel Institute prior to the ceremony, 
Machado declared: “I will be in Oslo, I 
am on my way.” But the secrecy sur-
rounding her movements remained 
absolute. Nobel officials admitted they 
had no information about her precise 
whereabouts earlier in the day.

How Machado managed to leave her 
hiding place and travel toward Europe 
also remains unknown. Her support-
ers hope that her eventual arrival in 
Oslo will mark the beginning of  re-
newed international pressure on the 
Maduro government.

For now, her Nobel Prize—accepted 
by her daughter—has injected fresh 
momentum into Venezuela’s pro-de-
mocracy movement and reminded the 
world of  the personal cost borne by 
those resisting authoritarian rule.

Australia Enforces World’s Strictest Social Media Ban for Children Under 16

Australia’s unprecedent-
ed social media ban for 
children officially came 
into force on Wednesday, 
leaving many teenagers 
waking up to find their ac-
counts disabled—while 
others boast they have al-
ready slipped past the new 
restrictions. The world-
first law requires plat-
forms including Meta, Tik-
Tok and YouTube to take 
“reasonable steps” to en-
sure no Australian under 
the age of  16 can hold an 
account, even with paren-
tal consent.

The Albanese govern-
ment argues the sweeping 
ban is essential to shield 

young people from harm-
ful content, predatory al-
gorithms and escalating 
online risks. Supporters 
say the policy marks a his-
toric moment in global on-
line safety reform. Critics 
warn it is unworkable, eas-
ily bypassed and could iso-
late vulnerable teenagers 
who rely on digital spaces 
for support.

Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese, calling the 
day “one of  the proudest 
of  my leadership”, said 
Australia was leading a 
global movement to rein in 
tech giants. “This is Aus-
tralia showing enough is 
enough,” he declared, 

flanked by parents, advo-
cates and media figures 
who helped champion the 
reform. “I think this will 
stand alongside the other 
great reforms Australia 
has led the world on.”

Countries from Den-
mark and Malaysia to 
Greece, Singapore and 
Brazil are monitoring the 
Australian rollout closely, 
as governments worldwide 
debate how to curb online 
harms without cutting off  
digital access.

Under the new law, ten 
major platforms—among 
them Facebook, Insta-
gram, TikTok, X, YouTube 
and Snapchat—are the 

first to fall under manda-
tory age restrictions. Oth-
ers have been warned they 
will be added soon. Social 
media firms, not parents 
or children, face liability, 
with fines reaching up to 
A$49.5 million (US$33 mil-
lion) for serious breaches.

Online Safety Commis-
sioner Julie Inman Grant 
said compliance checks be-
gin Thursday. “Tomorrow, 
I will issue information 
notices to the 10 major 
platforms,” she said, add-
ing that preliminary find-
ings on how platforms are 
implementing age limits 
will be published before 
Christmas.

Across Australia, there 
is widespread agreement 
that social media giants 
have failed to protect chil-
dren from harmful con-
tent, cyberbullying and ex-
ploitation. Supporters of  
the ban include parents, 
clinicians and students 
like 12-year-old Tasmanian 
schoolgirl Florence “Flos-
sie” Brodribb, who said 
the ban would give chil-
dren a healthier environ-
ment. “Our brains are go-
ing through one of  the 
biggest rewiring periods 

of  our lives… Social media 
is designed to take advan-
tage of  that,” she said. 
“Young people deserve 
better.”

But among teenagers, 
the reaction is far more 
negative. Many argue the 
ban removes their prima-
ry means of  connection, 
especially for those who 
are LGBTQ+, neurodiver-
gent or living in remote 
areas.

“My closest friend is 
30km away, and the next is 
over 100km,” said 15-year-
old Breanna. “When our 
Snapchat is taken away, so 
is our communication.”

Experts also warn the 
policy may push teenagers 
towards riskier online 
spaces or incentivise them 
to bypass age checks 
through VPNs, fake IDs or 
alter native platfor ms. 
Some parents say educa-
tion and better moderation 
would have been more 
effective.

Sydney father-of-two Ian 
expressed the ambivalence 
felt  by many adults: 
“There’s a good idea be-
hind it… But is this the 
right way to go about it? 
I’m not sure.”

European Sperm Donor With Hidden Cancer Gene Mutation 
Fathered Nearly 200 Children, Investigation Reveals

South Korea has lodged formal com-
plaints with the Chinese and Russian 
defence attaches in Seoul after war-
planes from both countries briefly en-
tered its Air Defense Identification 
Zone (ADIZ) on Tuesday. The incur-
sion involved seven Russian and two 
Chinese military aircraft, prompting 
Seoul to scramble fighter jets as a pre-
caution, though the planes did not vio-
late South Korea’s sovereign airspace, 
officials said.

According to South Korea’s Minis-
try of  Defence, its jets were deployed 
to “take tactical measures in prepara-
tion for any emergencies” after the 
foreign aircraft entered the zone. 
While some countries require foreign 
planes to identify themselves in their 
ADIZ, these zones are not considered 
sovereign airspace under internation-
al law.

The Russian aircraft entered the 
ADIZ near Ulleung Island and Dokdo, 
while the Chinese planes approached 
near Ieodo, a submerged rock off  the 
South Korean island of  Jeju, accord-
ing to a Joint Chiefs of  Staff  official 
cited by South Korean media. Both 
sets of  aircraft later regrouped near 
Japan’s Tsushima Island.

“Our military will actively respond 
to aircraft activities from neighbour-
ing countries in the Kadiz in compli-
ance with international law,” South 
Korea’s defence ministry said on 
Wednesday when lodging the 
complaints.

The incident comes amid ongoing 
tensions over territorial claims in the 
region. Both South Korea and Japan 
claim sovereignty over Dokdo, while 
Ieodo is a point of  contention between 
Seoul and Beijing. These islands have 
repeatedly been flashpoints for diplo-
matic and military friction, particu-
larly as nations establish overlapping 
ADIZs.

China confirmed the deployment, 
describing it as part of  a joint patrol 
with Russia in the East China Sea and 

Western Pacific airspace. A national 
defence spokesman in Beijing said the 
exercise was part of  an “annual coop-
eration plan” between Moscow and 
Beijing to address regional challenges 
and maintain regional peace and 
stability.”

Such ADIZ incursions are not un-
precedented. Since 2019, both Chinese 
and Russian military aircraft have en-
tered South Korea’s ADIZ without pri-
or notification, often during joint ex-
ercises. Russia has consistently stated 
that it does not recognize South Ko-
rea’s ADIZ, describing it as unilater-
ally established and asserting that it 
does not create legal obligations for 
other nations.

In March this year, South Korea also 
deployed fighter jets after several Rus-
sian aircraft flew into the ADIZ near 
Dokdo and Ulleung Island, highlight-
ing the recurrent nature of  these air-
space tensions.

The issue underscores broader se-
curity challenges in Northeast Asia, 
where overlapping ADIZs and territo-
rial disputes have become a feature of  
regional geopolitics. South Korea 
maintains that while foreign aircraft 
can traverse the ADIZ, notification 
and identification procedures are es-
s e n t i a l  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g 
miscalculations.

Experts say such patrols by Russia 
and China serve multiple purposes: 
demonstrating military presence, test-
ing South Korea’s response, and sign-
aling regional influence in the East 
China Sea and Western Pacific. With 
both nations increasingly cooperating 
on joint exercises, Seoul has stressed 
vigilance, while urging adherence to 
inter national  nor ms to avoid 
escalation.

The Ministry of  Defence empha-
sized that South Korea’s responses re-
main defensive, and that the country 
is committed to monitoring and regu-
lating its ADIZ in accordance with in-
ternational law.

South Korea Protests After Chinese and 
Russian Warplanes Enter Its Air Defence Zone

Tensions flared once 
again along the Thailand-
Cambodia border on Mon-
day, forcing thousands of  
residents on both sides to 
evacuate as fresh clashes 
left at least five people 
dead. Both nations have 
blamed each other for ini-
tiating the violence, mark-
ing the most serious con-
f r o n t a t i o n  s i n c e  a 
ceasefire agreement was 
reached in July.

Thailand’s Prime Min-
ister Anutin Charnvira-
kul stressed that his coun-
t r y  “ n e v e r  w a n t e d 
violence” but pledged to 
use “necessary means to 
preserve its sovereignty.” 
Meanwhile, Cambodia’s 
former leader Hun Sen ac-
cused Thai “invaders” of  
provoking retaliation. 
Since May, rising tensions 
between the neighbours 
have claimed over 40 lives, 
disrupted daily life, and 
prompted import bans 
and travel restrictions.

The Thai army reported 
responding to Cambodian 
fire in Ubon Ratchathani 
Province, including air 
strikes along the disputed 
border. Cambodia’s De-

fence ministry, however, 
asserted that Thai forces 
initiated the attack in 
Preah Vihear province. 
The Monday fighting re-
portedly killed at least one 
Thai soldier and four 
Cambodian civilians, leav-
ing about a dozen others 
wounded.

Beyond the immediate 
casualties, the border 
clashes have taken a 
heavy toll on children liv-
ing in affected areas. Thai 
teacher Siksaka Pongsu-
wan highlighted the hid-
den victims of  the con-
flict :  children whose 
education and daily rou-
tines are repeatedly inter-
rupted. Nearly 650 schools 
across five Thai provinces 
were ordered to close on 
Monday for safety rea-
sons, while chaotic scenes 
were also reported at 
schools in Cambodian 
border provinces as par-
ents rushed to take their 
children home.

This is not the first dis-
ruption for children in the 
region. In July, during 
critical examinations, five 
days of  intense fighting 
forced schools to shift to 

online classes, a solution 
that was not accessible to 
all students due to limited 
internet access and inad-
equate distribution of  dig-
ital devices. Social media 
posts from Cambodian 
journalist Mech Dara de-
picted children fleeing 
schools and eating meals 
in underground bunkers, 
highlighting the profound 
psychological impact of  
the ongoing conflict.

Pongsuwan described 
the dilemma faced by local 
residents: whether to stay 
in their villages amid in-
ter mittent gunfire or 
evacuate in search of  safe-
ty, knowing that either 
choice carries risk. “If  
you ask whether we’re 
scared,  yes we are… 
Should we leave? Will it 
really be safer? Or should 
we stay?” he said.

The current flare-up is 
part of  a century-old ter-
ritorial dispute over an 
800-kilometer border that 
has roots dating back to 
the French colonial period 
in Cambodia. The conflict 
escalated in July when 
C a m b o d i a n  f o r c e s 
launched a rocket barrage 

into Thailand, prompting 
Thai air strikes. Follow-
ing days of  fighting, the 
countries agreed to an 
“immediate and uncondi-
tional ceasefire,” bro-
kered by Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

In October, a formal 
ceasefire ceremony was 
held in Malaysia, with for-
mer U.S. President Donald 
Trump present, where he 
hailed the agreement as a 
historic achievement. 
However, just two weeks 
later, Thailand suspended 
parts of  the agreement af-
ter two of  its soldiers were 
injured by a landmine 
near the border. Cambo-

dia maintains that it re-
mains committed to the 
ceasefire, while the cycle 
of  violence continues to 
threaten lives and disrupt 
communities along the 
contested border.

As the latest clashes 
demonstrate, resolving 
the long-standing border 
dispute remains a com-
plex challenge, with civil-
ians — particularly chil-
dren — bearing the brunt 
of  the conflict. The situa-
tion underscores the ur-
gent need for renewed dia-
l o g u e  a n d  r o b u s t 
mechanisms to protect 
vulnerable populations 
amid ongoing tensions.
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Adani Green Sees Rs 2,778 Crore Block Deal; 
Institutional Investors Scoop Up Shares

Mumbai: Adani Green 
Energy witnessed a signif-
icant block deal worth Rs 
2,778 crore on Wednesday, 
executed at Rs 970 per 
share, marking one of  the 
largest secondary transac-
tions in the renewable en-
erg y sector  in  recent 
months. The shares were 
sold by TotalEnergies Re-
newables, which offloaded 
approximately 2.86 crore 
shares.

The entire block was ab-
sorbed by a diverse mix of  
institutional investors, 

mutual funds, family of-
fices, and high-net-worth 
individuals, reflecting sus-
tained investor interest in 
the Indian renewable en-
ergy space.

Among the major buy-
ers, Quant Mutual Fund 
emerged as the largest 
purchaser, acquiring 1.23 
crore shares. Other nota-
ble buyers included BNP 
Paribas Financial Mar-
kets, which picked up 15.49 
lakh shares, Vanguard 
Emerging Markets Index 
Fund with 10 .18  lakh 

shares, and Edelweiss Mu-
tual Fund, which added 
10.30 lakh shares to its 
portfolio.

The deal underscores 
the strong institutional ap-
petite for renewable ener-
gy companies, particular-
ly  t h o s e  w i t h  ro bu s t 
project pipelines and in-
ter national  collabora-
tions. Adani Green, a key 
player in India’s renewa-
ble energy sector, has been 
expanding rapidly, with an 
emphasis on solar and 
w i n d  p ow e r  p r o j e c t s 

across the country.
Market analysts noted 

that the transaction re-
flects confidence in Adani 
Green’s long-term growth 
prospects despite broader 
market volatility. “The ab-
sor ption of  this large 
block by high-quality in-
stitutional investors is a 
positive signal for the sec-
tor,” said Anil Kumar, eq-
uity analyst at Prudent 
Capital. “It indicates that 
funds are willing to back 
renewable energy leaders 
that have strong execution 
capabilities and stable 
cash flows.”

TotalEnergies’ decision 
to sell the stake is seen as 
part of  its strategic portfo-
lio management, allowing 
the firm to reallocate capi-
tal to other international 
energy projects while still 
maintaining a long-term 
partnership with Adani 
Green. The French energy 
major had been a share-
holder in Adani Green as 
part of  its global renewa-
ble energy investments.

The deal comes amid a 
broader surge in institu-
tional participation in In-
dia’s renewable energy 
sector, driven by favorable 
government policies, in-
creasing demand for green 
energy, and the country’s 
ambitious net-zero targets 
by 2070. Mutual funds and 

global investors have been 
actively seeking exposure 
to Indian renewable ener-
gy companies, attracted by 
policy stability, strong 
g rowth potential ,  and 
long-term contracts.

Shares of  Adani Green 
reacted positively in the 
early trade on Wednesday, 
reflecting investor confi-
dence following the block 
deal. Market participants 
noted that liquidity from 
such large block deals can 
improve the stock’s trad-
ing profile and attract fur-
t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
attention.

With this transaction, 
Adani Green strengthens 
its position in the market 
as one of  India’s leading 
renewable energy compa-
nies, backed by both do-
mestic and international 
institutional investors. 
Analysts believe contin-
ued strategic partnerships 
and robust project execu-
tion could further enhance 
shareholder value in the 
medium to long term.

As India accelerates its 
transition toward renewa-
ble energy, block deals like 
this highlight the increas-
ing role of  institutional 
investors in supporting 
sustainable infrastructure 
while participating in one 
of  the fastest-growing sec-
tors of  the economy.

Federal Reserve Set for Third Rate Cut, But Future 
Moves Uncertain Amid Division

Washington, D.C.: Feder-
al Reserve officials are 
widely expected to imple-
ment a third consecutive 
i n t e r e s t - r a t e  c u t  o n 
Wednesday, but signs point 
to this potentially being the 
last reduction for the near 
term. The US central bank 
faces internal divisions 
over the trajectory of  mon-
etary policy, driven by lin-
gering inflation concerns 
and the risks of  over-stim-
ulating the economy.

Over the past 15 months, 
the Fed has cut its bench-
mark interest rate by a cu-
mulative 1.5 percentage 
points, with two reductions 
coming this autumn alone. 
While these cuts were de-
signed to support economic 
activity amid slowing 
growth, officials now cau-
tion that further reduc-
tions could push rates be-
low a neutral level—the 
point at which monetary 
policy neither accelerates 
nor restrains economic 
expansion.

Several Fed policymak-
ers have expressed the view 
that current rates are al-
ready close to neutral, rais-
ing concerns that addition-
al cuts could overheat the 

economy or exacerbate in-
flationary pressures. These 
differences are expected to 
produce a split decision at 
Wednesday’s meeting, with 
analysts predicting as 
many as three dissents in 
favor of  holding rates 
steady.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
faces the delicate task of  
forging consensus among 
officials with opposing per-
spectives. Some members 
of  the Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) believe 
the Fed remains slightly re-
strictive, while others see 
current policy as appropri-
ately balanced. This divide 
is likely to make any clear 
forward guidance challeng-
ing, with Powell hesitant to 
signal further moves early 
next year.

Compounding the chal-
lenge is the absence of  
fresh economic data, a re-
sult of  the recent govern-
ment shutdown that lasted 
throughout October and 
much of  November. Key 
statistics, including No-
vember labor market fig-
ures and inflation data, will 
not be released until De-
cember 16 and 18, respec-
tively. Policymakers will 

need to make decisions in 
the absence of  current 
data, relying on older met-
rics and projections to 
guide policy.

“This leaves the Fed in 
this position of  having to 
walk a fine line,” said Di-
ane Swonk, chief  econo-
mist at KPMG. “They need 
to support the economy 
without overstimulating it, 
and the lack of  timely data 
makes that an even more 
delicate balancing act.”

Investors are watching 
closely, as the Fed’s deci-
sions have global ramifica-
tions, influencing currency 
markets, bond yields, and 
international capital flows. 
The prospect of  a rate 

pause after Wednesday’s 
meeting could affect expec-
tations for the US dollar 
and impact emerging mar-
kets that rely on dollar-de-
nominated capital.

Economists note that 
while a third cut is expect-
ed, any commitment to fu-
ture reductions will likely 
be conditional on incoming 
economic data. Inflation 
trends, consumer spend-
ing, and employment fig-
ures will play a decisive 
role in shaping the Fed’s 
approach in early 2026.

Powell’s public state-
ments following the meet-
ing are anticipated to em-
phasize flexibility and 
caution, underscoring the 

Fed’s focus on navigating a 
divided committee and a 
complex economic land-
scape. Market participants 
will also scrutinize the up-
dated economic projections 
and the committee’s “dot 
plot” forecasts, which indi-
cate individual policymak-
ers’ expectations for future 
rate movements.

With inflation still above 
the Fed’s target and eco-
nomic growth showing 
signs of  moderation, offi-
cials are expected to main-
tain a data-dependent ap-
proach, signaling that any 
further easing will be 
measured and contingent 
on evidence of  slowing eco-
nomic momentum.

Sensex Falls 275 Points; Meesho Debut 
Soars 53% Amid Market Volatility

Mumbai: The Indian stock mar-
ket witnessed a broad-based de-
cline on Wednesday, with the S&P 
BSE Sensex dropping 275 points 
(0.32%) to close at 84,391.27, while 
the NSE Nifty 50 slipped 82 points 
(0.32%), ending at 25,758. This 
marks the third consecutive ses-
sion of  losses, with both bench-
mark indices down roughly 1.6% 
over the past three trading ses-
sions amid sustained foreign fund 
outflows and global economic 
uncertainties.

On the 30-share Sensex, Eter-
nal, Trent, Bharti Airtel, Infosys, 
and Tech Mahindra emerged as 
the biggest laggards, shedding be-
tween 1% and 3%. Financial 
stocks, which form the backbone 
of  the index, declined 0.5%, while 
the IT sector witnessed a sharper 
fall of  0.9%. The selling extended 
to the broader market, with small-
cap and mid-cap indices retreat-
ing 0.9% and 1.1%, respectively, 
reflecting cautious investor 
sentiment.

Among sectoral movers, Inter-
Globe Aviation, the operator of  
IndiGo, tumbled 3.3% after the 
government instructed the airline 
to trim 10% of  its scheduled 
flights, following over 2,000 can-
cellations last week due to opera-
tional disruptions. The directive 
weighed on aviation stocks, which 
have been under scrutiny for ser-
vice reliability issues.

On the flip side, newly listed 
Meesho made a sensational mar-
ket debut, surging 53% above its 
offer price. The e-commerce com-
pany’s asset-light, zero-commis-
sion marketplace model was well-
received by investors, underlining 
strong demand for growth-orient-
ed technology stocks in India de-

spite broader market weakness.
Market participants are also 

keeping a close eye on global cues, 
particularly the ongoing Federal 
Reserve meeting in the United 
States. While the Fed is widely ex-
pected to cut interest rates, ana-
lysts caution that policymakers 
remain divided on the path for-
w a r d ,  a d d i n g  t o  m a rk e t 
uncertainty.
Global markets presented a 
mixed picture on Wednesday:

• Stoxx Europe 600 fell 
0.2% as of  9:30 a.m. London time.

• S&P 500, Nasdaq 100, and 
Dow Jones futures were largely 
unchanged.

• MSCI Asia Pacific Index 
rose 0.2%, while MSCI Emerging 
Markets Index gained 0.3%, sign-
aling selective optimism in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Analysts noted that continued 
foreign portfolio outflows, coupled 
with concerns over a potential 
U.S.-India trade deal, have kept do-
mestic markets on edge. “Inves-
tors remain cautious ahead of  the 
Fed decision and are closely moni-
toring global economic signals. 
Mid- and small-cap stocks are par-
ticularly sensitive to external 
shocks,” said Ramesh Iyer, Senior 
Analyst at Axis Securities.

Overall, the market displayed a 
risk-off  sentiment, with investors 
preferring to lock in profits in 
high-flying IT and consumer 
stocks while allocating selectively 
to growth-oriented IPOs like Mee-
sho. With global cues remaining 
uncertain and domestic head-
winds such as foreign outflows 
and policy developments, analysts 
expect volatility to persist in the 
near term.

Jio Financial and BlackRock Pump Rs 229 Crore Each Into 
Digital Asset Management JV

Mumbai: Jio Financial 
Services and BlackRock, 
the world’s largest asset 
manager, have jointly in-
fused a total of  Rs 458 crore 
into their 50:50 partnership, 
Jio BlackRock Asset Man-
agement, as the two compa-
nies step up efforts to estab-
lish a leading digital-first 
asset management platform 
in India.

Both partners subscribed 
to 22.9 crore shares each at 
a face value of  Rs 10 per 
share, amounting to Rs 229 
crore per entity through a 
rights issue. The capital in-
fusion will primarily sup-

port the joint venture’s 
business expansion, opera-
tional scaling, and technol-
ogy-driven initiatives, posi-
tioning it  to  compete 
aggressively in the fast-
growing Indian mutual 
fund and investment man-
agement sector.

The JV, formed in early 
2024, is part of  Jio Finan-
cial’s broader ambition to 
leverage its digital ecosys-
tem—which spans telecom, 
payments, and fintech ser-
vices—to create a seamless 
platform for financial ser-
vices. With BlackRock’s 
global expertise in asset 

management, the partner-
ship aims to provide Indian 
investors with a mix of  in-
ter national investment 
products and locally tai-
lored solutions.

The infusion is also ex-
pected to help the JV accel-
erate product development, 
enhance distribution chan-
nels, and strengthen its dig-
ital infrastructure to serve 
retail and institutional cli-
ents efficiently. The focus 
will be on making invest-
ment management accessi-
ble, transparent, and cost-
effective, leveraging Jio’s 
vast customer base and dig-

ital touchpoints.
Speaking on the capital 

raise, a spokesperson for 
Jio Financial said: “This 
infusion reflects our com-
mitment to building one of  
India’s most ambitious dig-
ital-first asset management 
platfor ms. With Black-
Rock’s deep global experi-
ence and our digital capa-
b i l i t i e s ,  w e  a r e 
well-positioned to offer in-
novative investment solu-
tions to millions of  Indian 
investors.”

From BlackRock’s side, 
the firm emphasized that 
the partnership with Jio is 
a strategic move to tap into 
India’s rapidly growing fi-
nancial services market, 
which is expected to wit-
ness exponential growth 
over the next decade. “We 
see significant potential in 
India’s retail and institu-
tional investor segments, 
and this JV allows us to 
combine BlackRock’s in-
vestment expertise with 
Jio’s digital reach,” the 
firm said.

The Indian asset manage-
ment sector has been expe-

riencing strong inflows, 
driven by growing retail 
participation, rising finan-
cial literacy, and the adop-
tion of  digital platforms. 
Analysts note that digital-
first platforms are gaining 
an edge by offering conveni-
ence, low costs, and person-
alized investment options, 
making the Jio-BlackRock 
venture a potentially formi-
dable player.

This capital infusion 
marks a major milestone 
for the JV, enabling it to ac-
celerate its roadmap and 
compete with established 
asset managers in India. By 
leveraging digital innova-
tions and global investment 
strategies, Jio BlackRock 
Asset  Management  is 
poised to redefine how Indi-
ans invest, making wealth 
creation more accessible 
and technology-driven.

With this latest funding 
round, the JV signals its 
readiness to scale rapidly, 
expand its offerings, and 
set the stage for long-term 
growth in India’s booming 
a s s e t  m a n a g e m e n t 
landscape.

DGCA Sets Up 8-Member Oversight Team to 
Monitor IndiGo Amid Crew Shortage Crisis

New Delhi: The Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
has intensified scrutiny on Indi-
Go, India’s largest airline, by es-
tablishing an eight-member over-
sight team to closely monitor 
operations, following a surge in 
flight cancellations due to crew 
shortages.

The move comes after IndiGo, 
controlled by Rahul Bhatia, faced 
significant operational disrup-
tions, with hundreds of  flights 
delayed or canceled over the past 
week. Aviation safety regulators 
noted that crew unavailability 
had a cascading effect on the air-
line’s schedule, affecting passen-
gers and prompting safety 
concerns.

According to the DGCA order 
issued on Wednesday, the over-
sight team will comprise a Depu-
ty Chief  Flight Operations In-
spector, senior Flight Operations 
Inspectors (FOIs), and two addi-
tional FOIs. Of  these, two mem-
bers will be stationed at IndiGo’s 
corporate office daily to monitor 
critical operational metrics and 
ensure that the airline addresses 
staffing and scheduling challeng-
es efficiently.

The team’s mandate is compre-
hensive. They are tasked with re-
viewing IndiGo’s total fleet, aver-
age stage length (distance 
traveled by an aircraft on one 
leg), pilot strength, network cov-
erage, crew utilization in hours, 
and crew under training. Addi-
tionally, the oversight team will 
track flights per day, unplanned 
leave, total sectors affected due to 
crew shortages, and the availabil-
ity of  cockpit and cabin crew on 
standby at each base.

The DGCA’s intervention sig-
nals growing regulatory concern 
about IndiGo’s operational resil-
ience, especially during peak 
travel periods. “The aim is to en-

sure that flight safety and passen-
ger service standards are main-
tained while addressing systemic 
crew management issues,” the 
order stated.

IndiGo has seen rapid expan-
sion in recent years, emerging as 
the dominant carrier in India’s 
domestic aviation sector. Howev-
er, the airline has also faced chal-
lenges in retaining pilots and 
crew amid aggressive hiring and 
rising industry demand, leading 
to sporadic cancellations and op-
erational bottlenecks.

Industry experts believe that 
the DGCA’s oversight is a proac-
tive step to prevent escalation of  
disruptions, particularly as the 
airline prepares for the busy holi-
day season. The regulators’ pres-
ence at the corporate office will 
allow real-time monitoring of  
crew deployment and operation-
al compliance, ensuring that any 
shortfall in resources is promptly 
addressed.

Passengers have already ex-
pressed frustration over delays 
and cancellations, and analysts 
say continued disruption could 
impact IndiGo’s brand reputa-
tion and financial performance, 
especially given competition 
from other carriers in the 
market.

The DGCA has emphasized 
that safety remains the top prior-
ity and that oversight is meant to 
strengthen operational planning, 
not penalize the airline. The reg-
ulators will continue to monitor 
developments and may take fur-
ther measures if  systemic issues 
persist.

With this intervention, IndiGo 
will be under unprecedented reg-
ulatory supervision, highlight-
ing the challenges of  balancing 
rapid expansion with operational 
reliability in India’s fast-growing 
aviation sector.
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Realme Narzo 90 Series to Launch in India in Third 
Week of December; Key Specifications Confirmed

Realme is gearing up 
to expand its Narzo 
smartphone lineup in In-
dia with the launch of  
the Narzo 90 5G and Nar-
zo 90x 5G in the third 
week of  December. The 
company has already be-
gun teasing the design 
of  both smartphones, 
and ahead of  the official 
launch, a dedicated mi-
crosite on Amazon has 
now confirmed several 
major specifications and 
features of  the upcom-
ing models. The Narzo 90 
series will be available 
for purchase exclusively 
via Amazon.

One of  the biggest 
highlights of  the new se-
ries is the introduction 
of  a massive 7,000mAh 
‘Titan Battery’ on both 
handsets. Realme claims 
that the new battery de-
sign delivers superior 
durability along with ex-
tended backup, making 
the Narzo 90 lineup one 
of  the  most  power-
packed offerings in its 
segment. Both phones 
will also support 60W 
wired fast charging, en-
suring quick top-ups. 
However, the standard 
Narzo 90 5G model will 

go a step further with ad-
ditional features such as 
bypass charging and 
wired reverse charging, 
allowing users to charge 
other devices directly 
from the phone.

The Narzo 90 5G also 
appears to be positioned 
as the more rugged vari-
ant, boasting IP66, IP68, 
and IP69 ratings for dust 
and water resistance—
an uncommon feature in 
i t s  p r i c e  c a t e g o r y. 
Realme has also shared 
b a t t e r y  e n d u r a n c e 
claims for both models. 

According to the compa-
ny, the Narzo 90 5G can 
deliver up to 143.7 hours 
of  music playback, 8.1 
hours of  gaming, 24 
hours of  online video 
streaming,  and 28.2 
hours of  video calling on 
a single charge.

Meanwhile, the Narzo 
90x 5G also promises 
strong longevity, offer-
ing 136.2 hours of  music 
playback, 23.6 hours of  
online video playback, 
27.7 hours of  messaging, 
61.3 hours of  voice call-
ing, and 17.1 hours of  

navigation. These num-
bers highlight Realme’s 
clear focus on power ef-
ficiency and dependable 
all-day battery life.

Both smartphones will 
feature modern, hole-
punch display designs. 
The Narzo 90 5G will 
come with an exception-
ally bright panel capable 
of  hitting 4,000 nits, one 
of  the highest bright-
ness levels in its catego-
ry. The Narzo 90x 5G will 
sport a display with 1,200 
nits peak brightness and 
a 144Hz high refresh 

rate, catering especially 
to gamers and users who 
prefer fluid scrolling.

In the camera depart-
ment, both phones will 
be  equipped with a 
50-megapixel primary 
rear camera. Realme is 
also adding multiple AI-
powered photography 
tools across the series, 
including AI Edit Genie, 
AI Editor, AI Eraser, and 
AI Ultra Clarity, de-
signed to enhance image 
quality and simplify 
post-processing. While 
the Narzo 90 5G will fea-
ture a square triple-cam-
era module, the Narzo 
90x 5G will sport a rec-
tangular dual-camera 
setup, giving each model 
a  d i s t i n c t  d e s i g n 
identity.

With powerful batter-
ies, fast charging, en-
hanced AI features, and 
bright displays,  the 
Realme Narzo 90 series 
is shaping up to be a 
compelling addition to 
the mid-range smart-
phone segment. As the 
launch date approaches, 
Realme is expected to re-
veal more details, in-
cluding pricing and 
availability.

Google Reportedly Testing Built-In AI Mode Inside 
Chrome for Seamless On-Browser Assistance

Google is reportedly 
experimenting with a 
major upgrade to its AI 
capabilities by integrat-
ing a new version of  its 
AI Mode tool directly into 
the Chrome browser. The 
feature, spotted in the lat-
est Chrome Canary build, 
appears to allow users to 
interact with Google’s AI 
without opening a new 
Search page, marking a 
significant shift toward 
native, on-browser artifi-
c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
integration.

According to a report 
by Windows Report, the 
revamped AI Mode opens 
as a “Contextual Tasks” 
page within Chrome it-
self. This suggests that 
the tool is running inde-
pendently from Google 
Search, potentially sign-
aling a future in which 
Chrome offers built-in AI 
assistance similar to 
emerging AI-first brows-
ers. This internal inter-
face can be accessed via a 
special Chrome address, 
confirming that the fea-
ture currently operates 
in a restricted testing 
environment.

In its upgraded form, 
AI Mode reportedly al-
lows users to perform a 
variety of  tasks directly 

within Chrome. These in-
clude typing queries, up-
loading PDFs or images, 
and receiving detailed re-
sponses—all within a sin-
gle page. Users can also 
ask the AI to analyse web-
page content, summarise 
documents, or answer 
contextual questions 
about what they are view-
ing. Unlike the previous 
version, which redirected 
users to Google Search 
results, this new inter-
face contains the entire 
interaction inside the 
browser.

Testers also found ad-
ditional functionality 
that doesn’t appear in the 
Search-linked AI Mode. 
In one instance, when a 
user selected an open tab 
and asked AI Mode to 
summarise its content, 
the tool provided an accu-
rate summary without 
opening a new tab or nav-
igating to another web-
s i t e.  T h i s  s u g g e s t s 
Chrome’s native AI can 
access active tabs direct-
ly, functioning similarly 
to AI browsers like Per-
plexity’s Comet and Chat-

GPT Atlas, which are de-
signed around AI-driven 
navigation and content 
understanding.

The report further 
claims that Google has in-
cluded image generation 
capabilities in this inter-
nal AI build. Testers were 
able to generate images 
using models labeled 
Nano Banana or Nano 
Banana Pro, depending 
on whether the user 
holds a Google AI Pro or 
Ultra subscription. Even 
this feature runs entirely 
inside Chrome’s internal 

AI page, without requir-
ing access to Search or 
external applications.

While the full scope of  
AI Mode’s capabilities is 
not yet known, the tool’s 
expanding feature set 
suggests Google may be 
positioning Chrome to 
compete more directly 
with newer AI-powered 
browsers. With rival plat-
forms offering integrated 
summarisation, context-
aware assistance, and 
generative tools, Google’s 
move indicates an effort 
to future-proof  Chrome 
for an AI-first browsing 
experience.

Since the feature is cur-
rently available only 
within the Canary devel-
opment build, it remains 
inaccessible to general 
users—including those 
on Chrome’s beta chan-
nel. Google has not yet 
commented officially on 
the testing phase or its 
plans for a wider rollout.

If  brought to the stable 
version of  Chrome, the 
new AI Mode could sig-
nificantly enhance pro-
ductivity for millions of  
users by providing AI-
powered assistance na-
tively, without the need 
for additional extensions 
or separate web pages.

Oppo Reno 15C Listed Online Ahead of 
Launch; Specifications, Colourways, and 

Variants Revealed

Oppo is gearing up to 
expand its Reno 15 lineup 
with the addition of  the 
Oppo Reno 15C, which is 
now confirmed to debut 
in China this December. 
While the company ini-
tially teased the device 
during the unveiling of  
the Reno 15 series, it 
withheld detailed specifi-
cations at the time. Now, 
a new listing on a Chi-
nese certification plat-
form has revealed the 
handset’s key features, 
design elements, and pos-
sible launch date.

According to a report 
by Gizmochina, the Oppo 
Reno 15C has surfaced on 
the China Telecom web-
site with the model num-
ber PMD110, shedding 
light on its hardware and 
colour options. The list-
ing suggests that the 
smartphone may go on 
sale in China starting De-
cember 19,  although 
Oppo has not officially 
confirmed this launch 
date.

The Reno 15C is expect-
ed to feature a 6.59-inch 
display with a 1.5K (1,256 
× 2,760 pixels) resolution, 
offering enhanced clarity 
compared to standard 
Full-HD+ panels. The 
screen is also tipped to 
support a 120Hz refresh 
rate, providing smooth 
scrolling and improved 

responsiveness, particu-
larly beneficial for gam-
ing and multimedia 
consumption.

In terms of  optics, the 
smartphone could come 
equipped with a triple 
rear camera setup, com-
prising a 50-megapixel 
primary sensor, a 50-meg-
apixel secondary sensor, 
and an 8-megapixel cam-
era. For selfies and video 
calls, the listing indicates 
a powerful 50-megapixel 
front camera, position-
ing the Reno 15C as a 
compelling option for 
content creators and pho-
tography enthusiasts.

The China Telecom 
listing further reveals 
that Oppo plans to offer 
the Reno 15C in three col-
ourways: Aurora Blue, 
Academy Blue, and Star-
light Bow. These shades 
appear to cater to users 
seeking a stylish yet un-
derstated aesthetic. The 
device may arrive in two 
m e m o r y  c o n f i g u r a -
tions—12GB RAM + 
256GB storage and 12GB 
RAM + 512GB storage—
giving users flexibility 
depending on their stor-
age needs.

Performance-wise, the 
Reno 15C is listed with 
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 
7 Gen 4 chipset, indicat-
ing a mid-range but capa-
ble processor designed to 

deliver solid multitask-
ing and power efficiency. 
Recent leaks from indus-
try tipsters also align 
with these details, sug-
gesting that the phone 
will act as an “entry-lev-
el” option within the 
Reno 15 series, offering 
core Reno features at a 
more affordable price 
point.

On the design front, 
Oppo has teased a square-
shaped rear camera mod-
ule housing three lenses. 
The phone is also expect-
ed to sport the Oppo 
branding centered near 
the bottom of  the back 
panel. Additional design 
cues include a USB Type-
C port, speaker grille, 
and SIM card tray posi-
tioned at the bottom edge, 
as well as a sleek metal 
frame running along the 
sides.

With the expected 
launch just days away, 
anticipation continues to 
build as more details 
emerge. Oppo is likely to 
confirm the official spec-
ifications, pricing, and 
availability soon as part 
of  its December lineup 
announcement. For now, 
the Reno 15C appears 
poised to strengthen Op-
po’s mid-range offerings 
with a balanced mix of  
performance, design, and 
camera capabilities.

Google Pixel 10a Reportedly Passes 
Verizon Certification; Key Specifications 

Revealed Ahead of Launch
Google’s upcoming 

mid-range smartphone, 
the Pixel 10a, appears to 
be inching closer to 
launch, following reports 
that the device has suc-
cessfully passed Veri-
zon’s certification pro-
cess. The development, 
shared by noted tipster 
Evan Blass (@evleaks), 
suggests that the Pixel 
10a is now approved for 
use on the major US car-
rier’s network—an indi-
cator that the official de-
but may take place in the 
coming months. The cer-
tification has also re-
vealed several important 
hardware details about 
the smartphone, which 
will succeed the Pixel 9a 
introduced in March.

According to the leaked 
documents, the Pixel 10a 
will retain much of  the 
familiar design and func-
tionality of  its predeces-
sor while offering en-
hancements in display, 
performance, and con-
nectivity. The handset is 
said to feature a 6.3-inch 
full-HD+ AMOLED dis-
play with a dynamic re-
fresh rate ranging from 
60Hz to 120Hz. This marks 
an upgrade over earlier 
budget Pixel models that 
were limited to lower re-
fresh rates. The panel is 
also rumoured to support 
a peak brightness of  2,000 
nits, significantly boost-
ing outdoor visibility and 
HDR performance.

In the camera depart-
ment, Google appears to 
be sticking with the tried-
and-tested dual-camera 
system. The Pixel 10a is 
tipped to come equipped 
with a 48-megapixel pri-
mary camera with an 
f/1.7 aperture, alongside 
a 13-megapixel ultrawide 
lens offering a 119.7-de-

gree field of  view and an 
f/2.2 aperture. For selfies 
and video calls, the de-
vice is expected to house 
a 13-megapixel front cam-
era with an f/2.2 aper-
ture. These specifications 
mirror those of  the Pixel 
9a, indicating Google’s fo-
cus on refining computa-
tional photography rath-
er  than drast ical ly 
altering hardware.

Under the hood, the 
Pixel 10a is expected to 
feature 8GB of  RAM 
paired with 128GB of  in-
ternal storage. Powering 
the device could be Goog-
le’s in-house Tensor G4 
chipset, which is also ru-
moured to appear in the 
more premium Pixel 10 
series. This chipset is ex-
pected to improve perfor-
mance efficiency and AI 
processing capabilities, 
strengthening Google’s 
emphasis on on-device 
intelligence.

A standout aspect of  
the Pixel 10a is its sizea-
ble 5,100mAh battery, 
which is expected to pro-
vide longer backup than 
its predecessor. The Veri-
zon listing also confirms 
support for 5G and LTE 
Cat 19, ensuring robust 
connectivity across ma-
jor networks. While de-

tails on charging speed 
were not revealed, the 
Pixel 10a is likely to fol-
low Google’s typical mid-
r a n g e  c h a r g i n g 
standards.

Design-wise, recent 
renders indicate that the 
Pixel 10a will adopt a sim-
ilar aesthetic to the Pixel 
9a, featuring Google’s sig-
nature camera bar and a 
minimalist matte finish. 
Subtle refinements to er-
gonomics and build qual-
ity are expected but not 
confirmed.

One of  the most signif-
icant expectations sur-
rounding the Pixel 10a is 
Google’s commitment to 
long-term software up-
dates. Reports suggest 
that Google may offer up 
to seven years of  soft-
ware support, putting 
the device in line with 
the industry’s growing 
focus on sustainability 
and longevity.

With its certification 
complete and leaks rap-
idly expanding, the Pixel 
10a now appears poised 
for an imminent launch. 
More official details are 
expected to surface soon 
as Google prepares for 
its next wave of  mid-
r a n g e  h a r d w a r e 
releases.

Instagram Rolls Out New Templates, Storyboards, and iOS Lock 
Screen Widget for Its Edits App

Instagram is expand-
ing the capabilities of  its 
standalone video crea-
tion app, Edits, with a 
fresh round of  updates 
aimed at giving creators 
more control, creativity, 
a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e . 
Launched earlier this 
year, the app has quickly 
evolved into a dedicated 
platform for crafting 
short-form videos, and 
the latest feature rollout 
reinforces Meta’s focus 
on improving creator 
t o o l s  a c r o s s  i t s 
ecosystem.

According to a post 
shared by the Instagram 
Creators account on 
Threads, the Edits app 
now includes new video 
templates, enhanced cus-
tomisation options, an in-
tuitive storyboard fea-
ture, and an iOS lock 
screen widget. Several of  
these additions are al-
ready live for users in se-
lect countries, with more 
tools expected soon.

One of  the biggest up-
grades in the new update 
is the introduction of  
new templates that allow 
creators to build videos 
quickly using trending 

music, pre-arranged time 
clips, and fresh font 
styles. These templates 
are designed to help both 
new and experienced cre-
ators produce polished 
videos in minutes. Impor-
tantly, users can now 
share their own custom-
made templates, enabling 
others to adopt or remix 
them. This feature is roll-
ing out this week globally, 
though access to the full 
template library may 
vary by region.

Instagram also re-
vealed that a dedicated 
templates section will ap-
pear in the app for some 
creators located in select 

countries, including the 
US, UK, Canada, Austral-
ia, New Zealand, and Ire-
land. This curated sec-
t i o n  w i l l  s h owc a s e 
addit ional  template 
styles and ideas. The 
company has not con-
firmed when or if  these 
expanded template op-
tions will reach India, in-
dicating that the rollout 
may remain geographi-
cally limited for now.

Another major addi-
tion is the new story-
board feature, which 
transforms idea stickies 
into structured visual 
planning boards. This 
tool will allow creators to 

map out their video flow 
using teleprompter cues, 
clip placeholders, and 
written notes. The fea-
ture is particularly valu-
able for creators who pre-
fer to organise their 
content ahead of  time or 
manage more complex 
video concepts.

The Edits app is also 
gaining deeper integra-
tion with Instagram’s 
video ecosystem. Users 
can now import public 
Reels directly into their 
projects, enabling them 
to remix, react to, or mod-
ify these videos within 
Edits. Instagram noted 
that proper credit will al-

ways be given to original 
creators when their Reels 
are used, preserving at-
tribution and respecting 
community guidelines.

To further enhance 
personalisation, the up-
date includes new text ed-
iting features, such as the 
ability to add a secondary 
colour to the background 
or outline of  text and cap-
tions. This allows crea-
tors to fine-tune the visu-
al style of  their videos 
with more precision.

For iOS users, Insta-
gram is introducing a 
brand-new lock screen 
widget for Edits. With 
this widget, iPhone us-
ers can launch the Ed-
its camera instantly or 
add sticky notes to the 
app directly from their 
lock screen,  making 
spontaneous content 
creation more accessi-
ble than ever.

With these updates, 
I n s t a g r a m  a i m s  t o 
make Edits a more pow-
erful and versatile tool, 
h e l p i n g  c r e a t o r s 
streamline their work-
flow while exploring 
new ways to express 
themselves.
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Former Pakistan cap-
tain Shahid Afridi has 
come out strongly in sup-
port of  Indian batting leg-
ends Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma, dismissing calls 
to sideline them from the 
ODI side. Afridi empha-
sized that the duo forms 
the backbone of  the Indian 
lineup and should contin-
ue playing until the 2027 
World Cup, according to a 
report by Telecom Asia 
Sport on Monday.

Afridi praised the pair 
for their consistent perfor-
mances in recent ODI se-

ries. “It’s a fact that Virat 
and Rohit are the back-
bone of  the Indian batting 
line-up, and the way they 
have played recently, it can 
confidently be said that 
they can play until the 2027 
World Cup,” he said.

He also suggested strate-
gic resting of  the stars in 
less challenging games to 
preserve them for major 
series. “You need to pre-
serve both these stars, and 
when India is playing 
against a weaker team, 
they can try some new 
players and rest Virat and 

Rohit,” Afridi added.
Afridi also criticized In-

dian head coach Gautam 
Gambhir, highlighting 
past on-field clashes. “The 
way Gautam started his 
stint, it looked like he 
thought that what he 
thinks and says is right, 
but after some time, it was 
proved that you are not al-
ways right,” Afridi said.

Afridi was equally com-
plimentary of  Rohit Shar-
ma’s recent milestone, 
where he surpassed Afri-
di’s own record for most 
sixes in ODI cricket. Rohit 

hit his 355th six during the 
second ODI against South 
Africa at Raipur, breaking 
Afridi’s record of  351 sixes 
in 398 matches. “Records 
are meant to be broken, 
and this too is now bet-
tered. I am happy that a 
player whom I have always 
liked has broken this re-
cord,” he said.

Reflecting on his early 
interactions with Rohit, 
Afridi recalled playing 
alongside him in the 2008 
Indian Premier League for 
the Deccan Chargers. 
“During practice sessions, 

I watched him bat, and his 
class impressed me. I knew 
that one day Rohit would 
play for India, and he has 
proved himself  as a classy 
batter,” he added.

Afridi’s comments un-
derscore the respect and 
admiration international 
players have for India’s 
senior stars. With Kohli 
and Rohit still in prime 
form, Afridi’s message is 
clear: these stalwarts are 
vital to India’s ODI ambi-
tions and their presence in 
the team should remain 
uninterrupted.

Hardik Pandya’s All-Round Heroics 
Lead India to 101-Run T20I Victory, 

Credits Girlfriend for Support

India’s all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya starred with both bat and ball 
as the Men in Blue thrashed South 
Africa by 101 runs in the first T20 
International of  the five-match se-
ries on Tuesday at Cuttack.

Asked to bat first, India found 
themselves in a precarious position 
at 78/4 in the early overs. Pandya, 
however, played a blistering un-
beaten 59 off  just 28 balls, propel-
ling India to a competitive 175/6 in 
20 overs. Later, with the ball in 
hand, he chipped in with a crucial 
wicket, helping India bundle out 
the Proteas for a paltry 74 runs and 
seize a 1-0 lead in the series.

Following the match, Hardik 
took a heartfelt moment to ac-
knowledge the role of  his partner, 
Mahieka Sharma, in his life and 
career. In a video posted on BCCI.
TV, he said, “A special mention to 
my partner. A lot of  great things 
have happened; she’s been nothing 
but the best to me ever since she 
came into my life.”

He further added, “I think I have 
been a very honest and real person 
in my life, which has helped me a 
lot. I don’t really sugarcoat any-
thing. It’s never about the other 
person or how others think—it’s 
just about how I feel from inside.”

Earlier, Hardik had expressed his 
anger on social media over pa-
parazzi behavior towards Mahieka 
Sharma. He criticized photogra-
phers for crossing boundaries 
while capturing her in a Bandra 
restaurant, calling it “disrespectful 
and intrusive.”

In an Instagram story, he wrote, 
“I understand that living in the 
public eye comes with attention 
and scrutiny—it’s part of  the life 
I’ve chosen. But today something 
happened that crossed a line. Ma-
hieka was simply walking down a 
staircase when paps decided to cap-
ture her from an angle that no 
woman deserves to be photo-
graphed from. A private moment 
w a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  c h e a p 
sensationalism.”

Hardik’s performance not only 
showcased his on-field brilliance 
but also highlighted his commit-
ment to personal values off  the 
field, earning him praise from fans 
for both his cricketing exploits and 
his stand against invasive media 
behavior.

With India taking a 1-0 lead, the 
series continues with the second 
T20I, and all eyes will be on Pandya 
to see if  he can maintain his all-
round heroics against the Proteas.

Jitesh Sharma Credits Sanju Samson for 
Mentorship Ahead of India’s T20I Victory Over 

South Africa
India’s wicketkeeper-

batter Jitesh Shar ma 
opened up about his close 
bond with Sanju Samson 
after being named the 
first-choice wicketkeeper 
for the opening T20I 
against South Africa in 
Cuttack. Despite compet-
ing for the same spot, 
Jitesh described their re-
lationship as warm, re-
spectful, and rooted in 
mutual growth.

Speaking about Sam-
son’s influence, Jitesh 
said, “I am very grateful 
that he is in the team and 
I am under him. Frankly 
speaking, he is like an el-
der brother to me and I 
think because of  healthy 
competition, your talent 
comes out. I think it’s 
good for the team also.”

Jitesh acknowledged 
the immense depth of  tal-
ent in Indian cricket and 
stressed that he and Sam-
son share the same goal of  
contributing to the team’s 
success. “There is so 
much talent in the Indian 
team. You can feel it. San-
ju Bhai is out and I am 
playing. He is a great play-
er. One of  the great play-
ers. If  I have to compete 
with him, I have to play 
shoulder to shoulder and 
bring my A game,” he 
added.

He further highlighted 
that their bond goes be-
yond competition.  “I 
think we both are trying 
to play for India, not for 
other teams. We are like 
brothers. We share lots of  
experience with each oth-
er. He helps me a lot when-
ever I do keeping or bat-
ting. That’s the thing,” 
Jitesh noted.

Jitesh has been a regu-
lar in India’s T20 setup 
since the third T20I 
against Australia during 
the tour Down Under.

On the field, India post-
ed a formidable 175/6 af-
ter opting to bat first. 
Hardik Pandya starred 
with an unbeaten 59 off  28 
balls, while Tilak Varma 
(26 off  32) and Axar Patel 

(23 off  21) also contribut-
ed significantly. For South 
Africa, Lungi Ngidi was 
the pick of  the bowlers 
with 3/31, supported by 
Lutho Sipmala (2/38).

Chasing 176, South Af-

rica never got going and 
were bundled out for 74 in 
12.3 overs. Only Dewald 
Brevis offered resistance 
with 22 off  14 balls. India’s 
bowling was led by Jas-
prit Bumrah, Arshdeep 

Singh, Varun Chakravar-
thy, and Axar Patel, who 
took two wickets each, 
while Hardik Pandya and 
Shivam Dube chipped in 
with one apiece.

The comprehensive win 

gave India a 1-0 lead in the 
five-match T20I series, 
with Jitesh Shar ma’s 
partnership with Samson 
proving to be an impor-
tant factor both on and off  
the field.

Smriti Mandhana Returns as India’s 
Vice-Captain for T20I Series Against 

Sri Lanka

India’s star batter Smriti Mand-
hana is back in action, ready to lead 
by example as she has been named 
vice-captain of  the Indian women’s 
T20I side for the upcoming series 
against Sri Lanka, beginning De-
cember 21. This series marks India’s 
first bilateral contest since the 
Women’s World Cup final on No-
vember 2, where Mandhana played 
a pivotal role in India’s victorious 
campaign. Her inclusion as vice-
captain signals not only her cricket-
ing prowess but also the trust the 
team management places in her 
leadership abilities.

Mandhana, who has recently gone 
through a turbulent personal peri-
od, called off  her marriage with mu-
sic composer Palash Muchhal. De-
spite these challenges, she has 
quickly refocused on cricket, dem-
onstrating remarkable resilience 
and dedication. On Wednesday, 
Mandhana reunited with India cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur at a public 
event, where she opened up about 
her mindset and motivation as a 
cricketer and leader.

“Well, to be fair, I mean, as Har-
man said, the love for the game, and 
I don’t think I love anything in life 
more than cricket. When you go out 
to bat or represent your country, no 
other thoughts are there. Once you 
put on the Indian jersey, the only 
thing you want to do is represent In-
dia and win the match,” Mandhana 
said, reflecting her unwavering 
focus.

She also spoke about the sense of  
responsibility that comes with 
wearing the Indian jersey. “The big-
gest motivation is that when you put 
on the jersey and India is written on 
it, you just keep all your problems 
aside and focus on the field. You 
have a responsibility as one among 
two billion people representing 

your country. Just that thought is 
enough to give you razor-sharp fo-
cus and help you perform at your 
best,” she added.

Mandhana also addressed team 
dynamics and disagreements, 
stressing that healthy debates are 
part of  a winning environment. “I 
don’t look at it as issues because 
everyone wants to win the game. 
Everyone has their own opinion on 
how we will win. If  we don’t have 
those discussions or arguments, it 
means we aren’t passionate enough. 
Healthy disagreements show com-
mitment to winning for the team,” 
she explained. Her perspective high-
lights the importance of  collabora-
tion and communication within the 
squad, even when opinions differ. 
Mandhana’s role as vice-captain 
comes at a crucial time for Indian 
women’s cricket. The team is tran-
sitioning from the high of  the World 
Cup to preparing for upcoming in-
ternational fixtures, and her experi-
ence, skill, and leadership are ex-
pected to play a pivotal role in 
guiding younger players. She is re-
nowned for her aggressive batting 
style and ability to anchor innings, 
and her presence in the team pro-
v i d e s  b o t h  s t a b i l i t y  a n d 
inspiration.

Fans and analysts alike are eager 
to see Mandhana back on the field, 
combining her signature flair with 
leadership responsibilities. With 
the series against Sri Lanka, India 
aims to continue their winning mo-
mentum, and Mandhana’s return 
strengthens both the team’s batting 
lineup and its strategic depth. Her 
story of  resilience and focus serves 
as a powerful example for aspiring 
cricketers and fans, emphasizing 
that dedication to one’s sport can 
help overcome even personal 
challenges.

Shahid Afridi Backs Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
Says They Are Backbone of Indian ODI Team
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Balayya’s ‘Akhanda-2’ Finally Set for 
Release; New Teaser Out

Venkatesh Teams Up with Trivikram 
Srinivas for ‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’; 

Shooting Begins

Veteran actor Ven-
katesh is all set to col-
laborate with director 
Trivikram Srinivas for 
the first time, and the 
upcoming family enter-
tainer has been titled 
‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’. 
The makers officially 
announced the title as 
shooting for the film 

commenced on Decem-
ber 10. Produced by 
S u r ya d ev a r a  R a d -
hakrishna under the 
banner of  Harika and 
Hassine Creations, the 
film is slated for a sum-
mer 2026 release.

ns are excited to see 
Venkatesh bring the 
classic ‘Aadarsha Ku-

tumbam’ title back to 
life, this time under the 
direction of  Trivikram 
Srinivas.

iven Trivikram’s 
track record of  deliver-
ing both critical and 
commercial hits, and 
Venkatesh’s immense 
fan base, expectations 
are high.

Sandeep Raj’s ‘Mowgli’ to Release on 
December 13; Pre-Release Event Held in 

Hyderabad

Following the success 
of  ‘Color Photo’, direc-
tor Sandeep Raj is back 
with his new film ‘Mow-
gli’, starring Roshan 
Kanakala, Sakshi Mad-
olkar, and Bandi Saroj 
Kumar in lead roles. 
The much-anticipated 
movie is set to release 
on December 13, and 
the makers hosted a 
pre-release event in Hy-
derabad on Wednesday 
night to  mark the 
occasion.

During the event, 
Sandeep Raj addressed 
the audience and me-
dia, sharing an emo-
tional note about his 
journey. He revealed 
that despite the success 
of  his debut film, he 
had to stay at home and 
wait for the right oppor-
tunity to direct his sec-
ond movie. His heartfelt 
words reflected both 
gratitude and the chal-

lenges faced in making 
‘Mowgli’, emphasizing 
the persistence and pa-
tience required to bring 
the project to fruition.

The pre-release event 
also saw the presence of  
actor Rana, who attend-
ed as the chief  guest. 
Rana expressed his best 
wishes to the team and 
hoped that the film 
would become a major 
success at the box of-
fice. His support added 
excitement to the event 
and highlighted the ca-
maraderie within the 
Telugu film industry.

‘Mowgli’ is expected 
to appeal to audiences 
with its engaging sto-
ryline and performanc-
es. With a talented cast 
led by Roshan Kanaka-
la, the film is being pro-
moted as a compelling 
drama that combines 
emotion, suspense, and 
entertainment. The 

makers have already 
generated buzz through 
teasers and promotion-
al content, raising ex-
pectations among fans.

The pre-release event 
not only celebrated the 
upcoming release but 
also offered a platform 
for the team to connect 
with media and audi-
ences, building antici-
pation ahead of  the the-
atrical release. The 
emotional moments 
shared by Sandeep Raj, 
along with Rana’s pres-
ence, made the evening 
memorable for every-
one involved.

With its official re-
lease just around the 
cor ner, ‘Mowgli’  is 
poised to capture the at-
tention of  Telugu cine-
ma lovers, and industry 
insiders are watching 
closely to see if  it 
matches the success of  
Sandeep Raj’s debut.
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After weeks of  specula-
tion and controversy, Bal-
akrishna’s ‘Akhanda-2’ is 
finally set to hit theaters. 
The makers have officially 
announced that the movie, 
the much-awaited sequel 
to the 2021 blockbuster 
‘Akhanda’, will release on 
December 12. Directed by 
Boyapati Srinu, the film 

had faced delays due to fi-
nancial challenges, which 
have now been resolved, 
clearing the path for its 
theatrical release.

In anticipation of  the re-
lease, the production team 
has dropped a new teaser, 
titled “Akhanda-2 Release 
Teaser”, which has al-
ready generated excite-

ment among fans. The 
teaser showcases high-oc-
tane action sequences, 
dramatic moments, and 
glimpses of  Balakrishna 
in his larger-than-life ava-
tar, reaffirming the mass 
entertainer vibe that the 
Akhanda franchise is 
known for. It also high-
lights the supporting cast 

and sets the stage for the 
intense storyline expected 
in the sequel.

The release of  the teaser 
comes at a time when fans 
were eagerly waiting for 
updates after the pro-
longed delays. The earlier 
film, ‘Akhanda’, was a 
massive commercial suc-
cess and established a 

strong fan base for the pro-
tagonist, creating high ex-
pectations for the sequel. 
With the teaser’s release, 
the makers aim to gener-
ate buzz and build antici-
pation ahead of  the film 
hitting theaters.

The production team 
has confirmed that the 
movie will release across 
various theaters this Fri-
day, allowing fans to expe-
rience the grandeur on the 
big screen. Advance book-
ings have already started 
in many regions, indicat-
ing a strong audience 
interest.

The filmmakers are con-
fident that ‘Akhanda-2’ 
will match or even surpass 
the success of  the first in-
stallment, thanks to its en-
gaging storyline, action-
packed sequences, and 
Balakrishna’s powerful 
performance. The movie is 
expected to be a major box-
office contender this holi-
day season, drawing audi-
ences across all  age 
groups.

Overall, the official an-
nouncement of  the release 
date and the launch of  the 
teaser have reignited ex-
citement among fans, en-
suring that Akhanda-2 will 
be one of  the most antici-
pated films of  the year in 
Tollywood.

Ravi Teja’s New Movie Song Released from ‘Mass Jathara’; 
Film to Release for Sankranti

Fans of  Telugu cinema 
are in for a treat as Ravi 
Teja’s upcoming movie, 
‘Mass Jathara’, gears up 
for a grand release this 
Sankranti. Adding to the 
excitement, the makers 
have released a new song 
from the film, which has 
already begun creating a 
buzz among fans and mu-
sic lovers.

The song, which fea-
tures Ravi Teja in his sig-
nature energetic style, 
showcases high-octane ac-
tion sequences and vi-
brant choreography, stay-
ing true to the mass 
entertainer persona that 
the actor is known for. The 
catchy tunes and engaging 
visuals have resonated 
well with audiences on so-
cial media, prompting fans 
to share and comment 
enthusiastically.

‘Mass Jathara’ is posi-
tioned as a Sankranti spe-

cial, a time when Telugu 
audiences flock to theaters 
to watch family-friendly 
blockbusters and festive 

releases. The film promis-
es a mix of  action, comedy, 
and entertainment, a for-
mula that has been a con-

sistent hallmark of  Ravi 
Teja’s career.

The makers of  the film 
have been strategically re-

leasing songs and promo-
tional content to build mo-
mentum ahead of  the 
theatrical release. The lat-
est song is expected to fur-
ther increase anticipation 
and attract audiences to 
theaters during the holi-
day season.

Industry insiders say 
that ‘Mass Jathara’ has the 
potential to become one of  
the major festive block-
busters, thanks to Ravi 
Teja’s massive fan follow-
ing and the combination 
of  high-energy music, 
colorful visuals, and enter-
taining storytelling.

As the countdown to 
Sankranti 2026 begins, 
fans are eagerly awaiting 
the release of  ‘Mass Jatha-
ra’ and the remaining 
songs from the film. With 
the latest track already 
making waves, the movie 
is poised to make a strong 
impact at the box office.

Darling Prabhas’ Most Awaited Film Set for January 9, 
2026 Release

The excitement among 
fans of  Darling Prabhas is 
reaching a fever pitch as 
his most anticipated film 
is slated to hit theaters on 
9th January 2026. With the 
Sankranti season bringing 
multiple releases, expecta-
tions for this movie are 
running higher than for 
any other festive release 
this year, largely due to 
Prabhas’ immense fan 
following.

The film promises to 
showcase Prabhas in a 
new avatar, combining his 
mass entertainer persona 
with elements of  horror-
comedy, a genre he has 
rarely explored in his re-
cent projects. Audiences 
are particularly curious to 
see him in a lighter, more 
comedic role while still de-
livering the charisma and 
larger-than-life energy he 
is known for.

Industry experts predict 
that the fan base alone will 
drive impressive footfalls, 
making it a potential 
blockbuster of  the Sank-
ranti season. With a mix 
of  suspense, comedy, and 
high-octane entertain-
ment, the film aims to ca-
ter to a wide range of  audi-
ences,  from die-hard 
Prabhas fans to family 
viewers seeking a fun holi-

day experience.
As the release date ap-

proaches, promotional ac-
tivities and teasers have 
already created tremen-
dous buzz online, with 

fans eagerly counting 
down the days. The combi-
nation of  Prabhas’ star 
power, a fresh horror-com-
edy theme, and a festive 
release window has posi-

tioned the film as one of  
the most awaited releases 
of  2026.

All eyes are now on Jan-
uary 9, when theaters 
across the country will 

welcome audiences for 
what promises to be a 
thrilling and entertaining 
cinematic experience with 
Prabhas at his entertain-
ing best.


