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AP Posts Strong Growthin Q2 of 2025-26
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Outperforms National Average: AP GM

AP’s economic growth
rate showing upward
trend: CM

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

ijayawada: And
hra Pradesh has re-
corded a robust
economic upsw ing
in the second quarter of
the 2025-26 financial
year, outperforming the
national average across
multiple indicators, Ch
ief Minister N Chandr
ababu Naidu announced
on Saturday. Presenting
a detailed PowerPoint re-
port at the state secretar-
iat, he said the State Gr
oss Value Added (GVA)
growth rate climbed to
11.30%, compared to 10.
26% in the same quarter
last year. Similarly, the
GSDP surged to 11.28%,
up from 10.17% in Q2 of
2024-25. In contrast, In-
dia’s GDP growth stood
at 8.7% for the same
period.

The Chief Minister sa
id the NDA government
in Andhra Pradesh had
successfully revived a
“crippled economy” and
placed the state on a tra-
jectory of accelerated de-
velopment. “Through str
ong reforms, efficient go
vernance, and renewed
investor confidence, AP

has attracted investme
nts worth 201lakh crore,”
he noted.

During the first half
of 2025-26, Andhra Prad
esh’s combined GDP and
GSDP growth rate touc
hed 12.02%, far above the
national average of 9.8%
recorded in 2024-25. Hig
hlighting historical com-
parisons, Naidu said AP
achieved an average GSD
P growth of 13.49% betw
een 2014-19, the hig hest
in the country. However,
the rate fell to 10. 32%
during the 2019-24 peri-
od. “Had the earlier mo-

mentum of 13.5% con
tinued, the state would
have gained an addition-
al 76,195 crore in reve-
nue,” he remarked.

On per capita income,
Andhra Pradesh record-
ed an average of 2,66,240,
reflecting an 11.89%
growth rate, compared to
the national average of
8.7%. He added that dou-
bling the current growth
rate from 7.5% to 15%
would increase GSDP
and per capita income by
nearly 4.7 times.

Sector-wise Perfor-
mance Strong

JP Ventures Challenges
NGT Fine in Supreme Court
Over Sand Scam Case

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

ew Delhi: A sig-
nificant develop-
ment unfolded in
the Supreme Court
on Monday in connectio
n with the alleged sand
scam that took place dur-
ing the tenure of former
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy. JP Ventures,
a company accused in
the case, filed an inter-
locutory application (IA)
before the apex court
challenging the fine im-
posed by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).
The NGT had slapped
a penalty of 18 crore on
JP Ventures for what it
described as illegal sand
mining activities in the
Araniyar river basin are
a of Chittoor district. Th
e operations reportedly
took place across 18 sand
reaches classified under
the B-2 category without
proper environmental
compliance. However, JP
Ventures has now con-
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tended that it is not lia-
ble to pay the penalty as
it operated under the
permissions and envi-
ronmental clearances
granted by the Andhra
Pradesh government.In
its plea, JP Ventures ar-
gued before the Supreme
Court that the environ-
mental clearances for sa
nd excavation had been
obtained by the state gov-
ernment, not by the com-
pany directly.
Therefore, the firm
maintained that it mere-
ly carried out the excava-
tion activities authorize
d by government depart-
ments and should not be
held financially respon-
sible for the penalty. This
argument marks a new
twist in the ongoing legal
battle, as the company
had not raised this spe-
cific contention in earli-
er proceedings before the
NGT or the High Court.
The Supreme Court,
taking note of JP Ven-
tures’ fresh submission,
has directed the Andhra
Pradesh government to
respond to the compa-

ny’s contention. The
bench observed that the
issue of responsibility
for environmental com-
pliance needed careful
reconsideration, given
the claim that state au-
thorities themselves
oversaw the issuance of
excavation permits.

Earlier, the Supreme
Court had directed JP
Ventures to deposit the
18 crore penalty amount
with the court as per the
NGT’s original order.
The company’s latest IA
seeks a modification of
that directive, arguing
that the burden of pay-
ment should rest with
the state government
instead.

Following the brief
hearing, the Supreme
Court adjourned the
matter to next Monday,
allowing the state gov-
ernment time to file its
counter-affidavit. The
case continues to attract
attention as a key test of
accountability in And
hra Pradesh’s conten-
tious sand mining opera
tions.
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The industry sector po
sted exceptional growth
at 12.20%, surpassing the
all-India rate of 8.5%. Mi
ning and quarrying led
the way with 18.43% gro
wth, construction at 11.
81%, manufacturing at
11.66%, and electricity at
11.96%. Power genera-
tion rose steeply by 19.
12%, rising from 22,529
MUs to 26,837 MUs, driv-
en by a4.17% increase in
consumption. Agricul-
ture also showed impres-
sive progress with a
11.43% growth rate, out-
performing the national

average of 1.8%. Combi
ned, the agriculture and
allied sectors achieved
10.70% growth.

The fishing and aqua-
culture sector posted a
remarkable 26.27% rise
in Q2, while livestock an
d horticulture registered
4.18% and 4.35% respec-
tively. The services sec-
tor continued to expand
with 11.30% growth, abo
ve the national average
of 10.6%. Real estate, pro
fessional services, and
housing clocked 14.31%
growth.

Cargo movement at
ports increased by 14.9
0%, and air traffic rose
by 9.42%, from 13.69 lakh
passengers to 14.98 lakh.
Naidu further stated that
GVA growth accelerated
from 9.85% in the first ha
1If of 2024-25t011.05% in
the first half of 2025-26,
while GSDP rose from
9.89% to 10.91%. At the
same time, the all-India
GDP growth rate slipped
from 9.0% to 8.8%.

The state has set ambi-
tious targets under the
Swarna Andhra Vision
2047, including 65.64%
growth in agriculture,
55.10% in industry, and
55.34% in services. The
GSDP target for 2025-26
is 18.66 lakh crore, with
a growth objective of
17.11%, he added.

CM Naidu’s response on Indigo
Flight Crisis, Blames Airline’s

Roster Mismanagement — Not
Government Policy

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

ijayawada: Ch
ief Minister N.
Chandrababu Na
idu issued his fir
st official response on
the nationwide travel
disruption triggered
by Indigo’s mass flight
cancellations, stating
unequivocally that the
crisis was caused by
the airline’s poor crew
roster management
and not by any govern-
ment policy.

Addressing the me-
dia, the Chief Minister
explained that Indigo
failed to comply with
Flight Duty Time Lim-
itation (FDTL) norm
s—guidelines recom-
mended by the Parlia-
ment Standing Com-
mittee to ensure pilot
safety and prevent
fatigue.

“FDTL norms man-
date maximum duty
hours, rest periods and
safe working condi-
tions. Pilots cannot ex-

ceed these limits. If
they do, flight opera-
tions become unsafe,”
Naidu said.

The Chief Minister
noted that Indigo, as a
low-cost carrier, had
not maintained ade-
quate staffing levels
for several years. With
the implementation
and stricter enforce-
ment of FDTL norms,
the airline was finally
compelled to align
with the regulations,
resulting in 550 flight
cancellations on De-
cember 4 and nearly
600 more on December
5.

“This disruption has
severely inconven-
ienced passengers ac
ross the country. The
responsibility lies en-
tirely with Indigo’s
flawed roster planning.
That is where their
mistake occurred,”
Naidu asserted, adding
that the Government
of India has since pro-
vided temporary relief
by relaxing certain
FDTL conditions, and

operations are likely to
stabilize soon.

Since Indigo handles
60-65% of domestic air
traffic, the Centre in-
structed the airline to
issue full refunds to all
affected passengers,
most of which have al-
ready been processed.
Condemning political
attempts to exploit the
situation, Chandraba-
bu Naidu criticised tho
se trying to “sensation-
alise a national crisis
for political gain.” “Th
ey are throwing mud at
us to hide their own
failures.

This issue falls en-
tirely under the juris-
diction of the Central
Government. As a Ch
ief Minister, I do not
interfere in the func-
tioning of Central Min
isters, that is the Prime
Minister’s preroga-
tive,” he said adding
that both Indigo and
the Centre are taking
corrective measures to
restore normalcy at
the earliest.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

ewdelhi: In am
ove that has elec-
trified India’s le-
gal fraternity, Su-
preme Court Justice Su
rya Kant has emerged
as afierce reformer, cha
llenging long-standing
traditions, elite privi-
leges, and procedural
complacency within
the nation’s highest co
urt. His recent actions
and courtroom remar
ks have sent shoc kwav
es through the corri-
dors of justice, break-
ing through what many
called the judiciary’s
veil of complacency.
Justice Kant’s asser-
tive approach has un-
settled several senior
lawyers, exposing what
he views as the entre
nched “VIP culture” of
preferential hearings,
backdoor lobbying, and

courtroom theatrics.
His interventions have
not only questioned the
ethics of instant hear-
ings but have also rede-
fined transparency and
equality before the law.

Taking on the Legal
Titans

In a fiery courtroom
exchange that has qu
ickly become the talk of
legal circles, Justice Ka
nt reportedly confront-
ed veteran lawyer Kapil
Sibal with a blunt que-
ry: “Do you want illegal
immigrants to decide
the future of this coun-
try?” The directness of
the question silenced
the seasoned advocate
and effectively disman-
tled his argument. Ob-
servers say the moment
symbolized a new era
of judicial candor led
by Justice Kant, one th
at refuses to compromi
se national principles
or procedural integr ity.

Reforms to the Judi-
cial System

Justice Kant’s latest
policy directions mark
a decisive break from
traditional practices.
His stance on the colle-
gium system, the me
chanism through wh
ich judges are appoint-
ed is seen as revolution-
ary. For the first time in
years, a sitting judge
has openly entertained
arguments favoring the
revival of the National
Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC),
which would bring
greater executive and
parliamentary partici-
pation into the appoint-
ment proc ess.

He has also acted swi
ftly to end the “fast-
track for the powerful”
culture. Senior lawyers
such as Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, Prashant Bhus
han, and Kapil Sibal,
accustomed to instant
listings for their client

S, can now no longer ju
mp the queue. The rule
is clear: no privileged
hearings, no backdoor
entries. All cases will
now be automatically
listed within two work-
ing days, ensuring eve-
ry litigant influential
or ordinary receives
equal access to justice.

Ending Midnight
Justice

Perhaps the most re-
markable of Justice Ka
nt’s directives is the
ban on midnight hear-
ings, once seen during
high-profile cases such
as Yakub Memon’s and
Salman Khan’s. Under
the new system, even
emergency matters like
anticipatory bail, death
penalties, habeas cor-
pus petitions, and dem-
olition orders must be
raised between 10:00
and 10:30 a.m. only. The
rule reinstates institu-
tional discipline and re-
moves the perception

Justice Surya Kant Sparks a

Storm in the Supreme Court

that influential individ-
uals can summon the
court at will.

A Culture of Accoun
tability

Justice Kant has also
targeted courtroom
lethargy and the end-
less adjournment cul-
ture. Government coun
sels are now required to
receive advance copies
of all bail petitions, and
adjournments through
vague letters will no
longer be accepted.
These steps aim to un-
clog backlogs and re-
store momentum to de-
layed cases.

Through these sweep-
ing reforms, Justice
Surya Kant is not mere-
ly rewriting rules but
redefining the moral
authority of the Su-
preme Court itself in-
jecting a fresh sense of
accountability, equality,
and timing into the
heart of Indian justice.
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Three Dead Due to Scrub Typhus in Guntur; Health
Officials on High Alert

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Amaravati: Health
authorities in the Gun-
tur region have gone on
high alert after three
deaths were reported at
Guntur Government
General Hospital (GGH)
due to scrub typhus, a
seasonal vector-borne
infection that has been
spreading rapidly
across parts of Andhra
Pradesh. The latest vic-
tims are identified as
Lourdhammal (59) from
Komerapudi village in
Sattenapalli mandal of
Palnadu district and D.
Nagendramba (73) from
Degavaripalem in Bap-
atla district.

According to hospital
officials, the two women
had been undergoing
treatment for scrub ty-
phus for several days be-
fore succumbing to the
illness on Sunday.
Lourdhammal had been
admitted to GGH on No-
vember 28 for treatment
and was also suffering

from Kkidney-related
complications.
Nagendramba was
admitted with persis-
tent high fever and oth-
er health issues that
later tested positive for
scrub typhus. Both pa-
tients failed to respond
to treatment despite
medical intervention.
The deaths come just a
day after a similar fatal-
ity was reported at the
same hospital. On Sat-
urday night, Dhanam-
ma (64) from Yerragon-
dapalem in Prakasam
district also passed
away due to scrub ty-
phus complications.
With these incidents,
the total death toll from
scrub typhus at GGH
hasrisen to three in less
than a week.50 Cases
Detected Across United
Guntur RegionHealth
department sources re-
vealed that around 50
confirmed cases of
scrub typhus have been
recorded so far in the
combined Guntur dis-

tricts, which include ar-
eas of present-day Gun-
tur, Palnadu, and
Bapatla. The surge in
infections has prompted
the district administra-
tion and health officials
to take swift contain-
ment measures to pre-
vent further spread.
Authorities have set
up an exclusive ward at
Guntur GGH to treat
scrub typhus patients.
Currently, 14 people are
receiving treatment in
the special isolation
ward under continuous
medical supervision.
Health workers have

been dispatched to af-
fected villages to iden-
tify potential cases and
educate the public about
preventive measures.

Government Ramps
Up Preventive
Measures

District Medical and
Health Officers (DM-
HOs) have mobilized
Rapid Response Teams
(RRTs) at the mandal
level to conduct field in-
spections, spraying of
insecticides, and house-
to-house fever surveil-
lance. The officials are
also instructing health
workers to monitor
symptoms such as high
fever, rash, and body
pain among villagers, as
these could indicate ear-
ly stages of scrub
typhus.

Public health experts
warn that scrub typhus,
caused by the Orientia
tsutsugamushi bacteri-
um and transmitted
through the bite of in-
fected chigger mites,
typically spikes during

the post-monsoon
months between July
and December. Poor
sanitation, overgrown
vegetation, and expo-
sure to farmland or
scrub areas often in-
crease the risk of infec-
tion. Medical officers
have urged people to
seek immediate medical
help if they develop pro-
longed fever or unusual
fatigue.

Preventive steps such
as maintaining person-
al hygiene, wearing pro-
tective clothing in
fields, and avoiding
sleeping on open ground
are being widely circu-
lated through local
awareness campaigns.
Health authorities con-
tinue to monitor the sit-
uation closely. With in-
creased surveillance
and specialized care
wards in place, they re-
main hopeful of con-
taining the spread of
scrub typhus in the re-
gion before the out-
break intensifies.

AndhraPradeshCMN.ChandrababuNaidutoAttendWorldEconomic
Forum in Davos; Investments, Industrial Talks on Agenda

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Amaravathi: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu
Naidu has finalized his
schedule for the upcom-
ing high-profile Davos
visit. He will participate
in the World Economic
Forum (WEF) Annual
Meeting 2026, to be held
from January 19 to 23 in
Davos, Switzerland.

According to official
sources, the Chief Min-
ister’s itinerary was
confirmed on Monday,
with key members of
his cabinet Minister for
Information Technolo-
gy and Industries Nara
Lokesh and Minister for
Tourism T.G. Bharat set
to accompany him.

This visit marks an
important step in the
state’s renewed pursuit
of global investment
and economic partner-
ships. Chief Minister
Naidu, known for his vi-
sion of transforming
Andhra Pradesh into a
technology and invest-
ment-driven economy, is
expected to engage in a
series of strategic meet-

ings with global busi-
ness leaders, policymak-
ers, and industrial
representatives during
the five-day forum.
Naidu’s delegation
aims to promote Andhra
Pradesh as a preferred
investment destination,
focusing on sectors such
as renewable energy, in-
formation technology,
manufacturing, and in-
frastructure develop-
ment. Discussions will
also emphasize the
state’s long-term devel-
opment plans, including
the construction of Am-
aravati as a state-of-the-
art capital, improve-
ment of industrial
corridors, and fostering
technology-driven
governance.

Sources indicate that
Chief Minister Naidu
will hold one-on-one
meetings with several
top industrialists to ex-
plore collaboration op-
portunities. Special
meetings are also being
planned to attract for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) into Andhra
Pradesh, particularly in
green energy and high-

tech industries. This
comes at a time when
the government is striv-
ing to rebuild investor
confidence and acceler-
ate economic growth af-
ter years of policy
uncertainty.

Minister Nara Loke-
sh’s participation adds
further significance to
the trip. Currently visit-
ing Dallas, USA, Lokesh
is holding preliminary
meetings with potential

investors to lay the
groundwork for the Da-
vos discussions.

Both he and the Chief
Minister are expected to
emphasize the govern-
ment’s commitment to
transparent govern-
ance, infrastructure
readiness, and long-
term policy stability.
The World Economic Fo-
rum, held annually in
Davos, is one of the
world’s most influential

business and policy
gatherings.

Naidu’s attendance un-
derscores his continued
engagement with global
economic forums and his
strategy to position
Andhra Pradesh promi-
nently on the interna-
tional investment map.
Senior officials stated
that detailed meeting
schedules and discussion
points will be finalized in
the coming weeks.

Minister Satya Kumar’s Philanthropy on Display: Free Bicycles,
Skill Training, and Major Welfare Initiatives in Dharmavaram

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Dharmavaram: State
Health Minister Satya
Kumar Yadav continues
to demonstrate his com-
mitment to public wel-
fare, not only as an elect-
ed representative but
also through the service
organization he has per-
sonally led for 15 years
Samskruthi Seva
Samithi, named after his
daughter. The organisa-
tion has significantly ex-
panded its activities
across the Dharmavar-
am Assembly constitu-
ency, focusing on educa-
tion, youth
empowerment and es-
sential amenities.

As part of these ef-
forts, around 2,000 Class
10 students studying in
government schools
across the constituency
will receive free bicycles.
The distribution pro-
gramme will be held on
Thursday in Dharma-
varam, where Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav will per-
sonally hand over the bi-
cycles. The initiative,
costing 98 lakh, has
been funded entirely by

Samskruthi Seva
Samithi.

Additionally, to sup-
port students appearing
for Class 10 public exam-
inations, the Minister
recently facilitated the
payment of 2,60,875 to-
wards exam fee reim-
bursement for 2,087 stu-
dents from 41
government schools.
The organisation has
also constructed toilets
in six government
schools at a cost of 35
lakh.

For 18 months, Minis-
ter Satya Kumar has in-
tensified the organisa-
tion’s initiatives in
Dharmavaram, laying
special emphasis on im-
proving education and
healthcare. He has been
instrumental in upgrad-

ing drinking water facil-
ities, expanding oppor-
tunities for employment,
and promoting youth
skill development.

In amajor boost for as-
pirants, the Samskruthi
Seva Samithi is provid-
ing free coaching for Civ-
il Services, Group-1, and
other competitive ex-
ams. About 25 talented
graduates from BC, SC
and ST communities are
being trained in Dhar-
mavaram through a re-
puted coaching institute
under a two-year pro-
gramme costing nearly

1 crore.

A Mega Job Mela con-
ducted recently secured
employment for 2,400
candidates, while
monthly job fairs held in
collaboration with the

Skill Development Cor-
poration of Andhra
Pradesh provided jobs to
another 2,066 youth.
Training programmes
are also underway to
help candidates secure
banking sector jobs,
with Nandyal as the
training hub.

The Samithi has in-
stalled 50 LPH RO plants
in schools and hostels. In
Dharmavaram, 2,500
LPH and 1,000 LPH RO
plants were set up in BC
colonies at a cost of 20
lakh, along with five wa-
ter ATMs costing t15
lakh.

Minister Satya Kumar
is also pursuing the es-
tablishment of an Ayur-
veda Medical College,
facilities at government
junior colleges, and oth-
er premier educational
institutions, while en-
suring necessary staff-
ing and regular medical
camps across the
region.

sign

Doctors urged the pub-
lic to remain alert if
they notice a black,
crusted spot (eschar) on
the skin following an in-
sect bite, asthisisaclas-

sic symptom of scrub
typhus.

Guntur GGH Superin-
tendent Dr Ramana
Yasaswi said the hospital
received 26 cases in the
past 38 days, with three
patients currently in the
ICU. Many severe cases
involved individuals with
pre-existing neurological
or chronic illnesses who
arrived late without re-
ceiving timely treatment.
Patients without underly-
ing conditions typically
recover within four to
five days with proper
medication, he added.

Public Health Director
Dr Padmavati and senior
officials confirmed that
ELISA tests can detect
scrub typhus within 24
hours, and that treatment
using doxycycline and
azithromycin has been
effective.

Infectious disease ex-
pert Dr Kalyana
Chakravarthy stressed
that deaths can only be
conclusively linked to
scrub typhus after genome
sequencing, reiterating
that current information
does not confirm the nine
deaths were caused by
the disease.
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Water Resources Minister
Dr Ramanaidu Fires Fresh

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

PALAKOLLU:
Andhra Pradesh Water
Resources Minister Dr
Nimmala Ramanaidu
launched a sharp at-
tack on YSRCP chief
YS Jagan Mohan Red-
dy, alleging that he
“ran a mafia regime in
the sacred Tirumala.”
Speaking to the media
in Palakollu, West Go-
davari district, the
Minister said Jagan’s
remarks describing the
recent Parakamani
theft as a “small inci-
dent” were an insult to
the faith of millions of
devotees.

Dr Ramanaidu
questioned how Jagan
could dismiss a theft of
75,000 in the Parakam-
ani chamber as minor.

Salvos at Jagan

“Is God’s hundi money
small? Calling it a pet-
ty theft isnothing but a
thief (Jagan) support-
ing another thief,” he
said. He added that de-
fending temple hundi
theft was shameful and
unbecoming of a pub-
lic leader.

Referring to multi-
ple criminal cases, the
Minister said, “When
someone who is Al in
16 charge sheets
moves freely in socie-
ty, perhaps even a
75,000 theft appears
small to him.” He al-
leged that Jagan fears
neither people nor
God and that his rule
was a clear example
of what happens when
power is placed in the
hands of “a wrong
person.”

&

Dr Ramanaidu fur-
ther accused Jagan of
showing more affec-
tion for criminals,
looters, betting mafia
and liquor mafia than
for the people of
Andhra Pradesh.
Even after losing pow-
er and lacking the sta-
tus of the main oppo-
sition, Jagan’s
attitude has not
changed, he said.

The Minister
claimed that the YS-
RCP’s entire political
culture is based on
lies and false propa-
ganda. He alleged that
Jagan, who came to
power with the slogan
of “one chance,”
pushed the state back
by 20 to 30 years and
financially devastated
Andhra Pradesh.

CM Naidu Calls for Generous Public

— = RN
TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8
Vijayawada: Chief
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu called on
the people of Andhra
Pradesh to express
their gratitude and
solidarity with the na-
tion’s soldiers by con-
tributing generously
to the Armed Forces
Flag Day Fund. Paying
heartfelt tributes to
the soldiers, sailors,
and air personnel of
the Indian Armed
Forces, he hailed their
devotion, courage, and
unmatched sacrifices
that safeguard the sov-
ereignty and integrity
of the nation.Marking
the occasion, observed
annually on December
7, Mr. Naidu said
Armed Forces Flag
Day serves as a solemn
reminder of the brav-
ery and resilience of
those who protect In-
dia’s borders and up-
hold its freedom.
“Our Armed Forces
stand as a beacon of
strength and resil-
ience, guarding our
frontiers in the most
challenging condi-
tions. Their sacrifices
for our liberty and se-
curity are beyond
measure,” he said in
his message to the peo-
ple.The Chief Minis-
ter emphasized that
every citizen has a
moral responsibility
to honor the service-
men and women who
dedicate their lives to
the nation. He noted
that despite facing ad-
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verse weather, tough
terrains, and constant
threats, soldiers con-
tinue to display un-
matched courage and
an unwavering sense
of duty.

“It is because of
their steadfast resolve
that we live in peace
and security,” he said,
urging the public to
acknowledge their
contribution not only
in words but through
action.Reiterating the
state government’s
commitment to the
welfare of ex-service-
men, veterans, and
their families, Mr.
Naidu said Andhra
Pradesh places great
importance on their
dignity and well-be-
ing. He reaffirmed
that the government
will continue imple-
menting programs
that support the edu-
cation of their chil-
dren, healthcare
needs, and employ-
ment opportunities for
retired personnel.

“Our government
stands firmly with our
heroes in uniform and
their families who
have borne immense
hardships for the na-
tion’s safety,” he said.
Mr. Naidu appealed to
the people of Andhra
Pradesh to participate
enthusiastically in the
Armed Forces Flag
Day fund initiative,
which supports wel-
fare activities for war
widows, disabled sol-
diers, and families of
martyrs. He said con-

KAKINADA DISTRICT  DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR KONASEEMA DISTRICT

tributions, no matter
how small, collectively
make a significant dif-
ference in improving
the lives of those who
have served the nation
with honor.

“Let us unite in ex-
pressing our gratitude
and ensuring the well-
being of those who
safeguard our free-
dom. Their dedication
inspires us to work to-
ward a stronger, safer,
and more prosperous
India,” he remarked.
Highlighting the im-
portance of national
unity, the Chief Minis-
ter said observing
Armed Forces Flag
Day is a reminder for
every Indian to stand
with the armed forces
and their families.

He expressed confi-
dence that the people
of Andhra Pradesh
will come forward gen-
erously, as they have
always done, to support
the cause.The govern-
ment has also instruct-
ed district administra-
tions to organize
awareness campaigns,
flag distribution
drives, and programs
in schools, colleges,
and government offic-
es to encourage contri-
butions to the Armed
Forces Flag Day Fund.

Mr. Naidu concluded
his message by saying
that true patriotism
lies not only in cele-
brating the valor of sol-
diers but also in stand-
ing by them and their
families when they
need it the most.
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CM Chandrababu Naidu Reviews “Zero Poverty
- P4” Scheme, Galls for Timely Implementation
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Amaravathi: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
conducted a high-level
review meeting on the
government’s flagship
poverty eradication ini-
tiative, Zero Poverty — P4
(People, Public, Private,
Partnership for Pover-
ty Eradication). The
meeting focused on as-
sessing the progress of
the scheme, identifying
pressing social needs
among low-income fami-
lies, and formulating ac-
tion plans to ensure ef-
fective execution across
all districts.

The review meeting,
held at the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office in Amarava-
ti, was attended by Fi-
nance Minister
Payyavula Keshav, senior
officials from the Plan-
ning Department, and
key representatives
from the state’s econom-
ic and social welfare
units.

The discussions cen-
tered on the outcomes of
a recent statewide sur-
vey that mapped the eco-

nomic conditions of
families below the pov-
erty line and document-
ed their basic requirements
Chief Minister Naidu em-
phasized that the Zero
Poverty — P4 initiative
aims to completely elim-
inate extreme poverty in
Andhra Pradesh within
a defined timeframe
through comprehensive,
data-driven strategies.
He said that poverty
eradication must not be
treated as a welfare
measure alone, but as an
integrated development
mission that uplifts eve-
ry household through
sustainable income op-
portunities, improved
access to basic services,
and community
participation.“The gov-
ernment’s mission is to
ensure that every poor
family becomes self-reli-
ant. Each initiative un-
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der the P4 framework
must translate into
measurable progress for
the beneficiaries,” the
Chief Minister told offi-
cials during the review.

He directed depart-
ments to design clear
implementation time-
lines aligned with the
scheme’s objectives and
to coordinate across sec-
tors such as education,
health, rural develop-
ment, and employment
generation.The survey
recently conducted un-
der the supervision of
the Planning Depart-
ment identified “Ban-
garu Kutumbalu” the
golden families as those
requiring assistance in
housing, nutrition,
healthcare, education,
and livelihood
opportunities.

Naidu insisted that
such data should guide
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the allocation of re-
sources and prioritiza-
tion of beneficiaries un-
der poverty alleviation
and welfare programs.
Officials were instruct-
ed to create digital dash-
boards to track real-time
progress in each village
and urban ward. The
Chief Minister also
called for transparent
monitoring mecha-
nisms, ensuring that
funds are disbursed ef-
ficiently and outcomes
are regularly reviewed.

He reiterated that ac-
countability and timely
execution are as critical
as financial adequacy
for the success of the P4
initiative. Minis-
ter Payyavula Keshav
briefed the meeting on
the financial sustaina-
bility of the program
and assured that suffi-
cient budgetary provi-

sions have been made to
support the rollout of P4
schemes across the
state. He said that fiscal
planning will be aligned
with the state’s broader
growth agenda, empha-
sizing equitable distri-
bution of resources.

Highlighting Andhra
Pradesh’s commitment
to becoming a model
state in poverty eradica-
tion, Chandraba-
bu Naidu said the Zero
Poverty mission re-
flects the government’s
long-term vision for in-
clusive and sustainable
development. He urged
all departments to work
cohesively and make
Andhra Pradesh a
“Zero Poverty State”
through innovation,
partnership, and
dedication.

The Chief Minister
concluded the meeting
by directing officials to
begin immediate imple-
mentation of finalized
plans, stating that visi-
ble results should be
achieved within a set
timeframe to demon-
strate tangible change
in people’s lives.

Gangavaram Port Witnesses High Tension as Displaced
Fishermen Protest Over Pending Settlement Payments

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Visakhapatnam: Ten-
sion prevailed at the
gates of Gangavaram
Port on Monday after
hundreds of displaced
fishermen staged a pro-
test demanding the im-
mediate release of
pending one-time settle-
ment (OTS) dues prom-
ised by the port manage-
ment.Thedemonstration,
organized under the
leadership of the Dis-
placed Fishermen’s As-
sociation, turned tense
when the workers at-
tempted to enter the
port premises, prompt-
ing police intervention.

According to the pro-
testing workers, the
port management had
earlier agreed to pay 2
lakh each to 499 dis-
placed fishermen as
part of a compensation
package meant to sup-
port families that lost
livelihoods due to port
operations and related
expansions. The agree-
ment was reportedly
made a year ago, but the
payments have not been

disbursed to several eli-
gible recipients.

The protesters al-
leged that despite multi-
ple assurances, the au-
thorities have been
delaying the payments
under various pretexts,
citing procedural issues
and tax deductions as
reasons for the hold-up.
Irate workers accused
the management of
negligence and insensi-
tivity toward the plight
of families who had al-
ready lost their fishing-
based income sources
due to industrial devel-
opment in the area.The
dharna began peaceful-
ly in the morning, with
demonstrators assem-
bling near the main

gate, raising slogans

against the port author-
ities, and demanding
justice.

However, the situa-
tion quickly escalated
when a group of work-
ers attempted to push
through the gate to en-
ter the port area. Police
deployed at the site in-
tervened to prevent the
breach, resulting in a
brief scuffle between
the protesters and law
enforcement personnel.
Some workers were re-
portedly pushed back
forcibly as police sought
to restore order.”The
management’s repeated
delays are unacceptable.

We have waited for
more than a year for

us. Many of our com-
munity members are
struggling to survive
without stable income,”
said one of the protest
leaders while address-
ing the gathering. In re-
sponse to the demon-
stration, Gangavaram
Port authorities invited
the fishermen’s repre-
sentatives for talks to
resolve the issue. Sen-
ior officials reportedly
held discussions with
union leaders to review
pending payment files
and explore a timeline
for disbursal.

Sources say the man-
agement assured the
protesting workers that
genuine beneficiaries

would receive compen-
sation soon after inter-
nal and governmental
clearances are com-
pleted. Monday’s pro-
test is the latest in a
series of demonstra-
tions by displaced fish-
ing families who con-
tinue to seek fair
compensation, rehabil-
itation, and livelihood
support from both the
port management and
local administration.

Activists and com-
munity leaders have
repeatedly urged the
government to inter-
vene and ensure that
the terms of prior
agreements are imple-
mented fully without
further delay. Local po-
lice remained deployed
near the main entrance
of the port to prevent
any further unrest,
even as negotiations
continued late into the
evening. The outcome
of the discussions is
expected to determine
whether the agitation
will be withdrawn or
intensified in the com-
ing days.

Jagan Faces Major Sethack in His Own Bastion as
YSRCP Leaders Join TDP

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

KADAPA: Political
tremors continue to
shake Pulivendula, the
home turf of former
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister and YSRCP
president Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy. In yet anoth-
er blow to the YSR Con-
gress Party, several local
leaders and cadre have
abandoned the party to
join the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP). The defec-
tion wave, which began
soon after the YSRCP’s
crushing defeat in the
2024 Assembly elec-
tions, shows no signs of
slowing down.

Sources from Puliv-
endula reported that
prominent YSRCP mem-
bers from Vempalli
town formally joined
the TDP on Monday in
the presence of Puliven-
dula constituency in-
charge B.Tech Ravi.In a

symbolic gesture, Ravi
draped the traditional
yellow scarf around the
new members, welcom-
ing them into the party
fold.

The event drew signif-
icant local attention,
signaling a shift in the
political mood within a
region long considered a
Jagan stronghold.
Speaking at the induc-
tion ceremony, B.Tech
Ravi said the TDP was
focused on securing vic-
tory in the upcoming lo-
cal body elections. He
emphasized that under
the leadership of Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, the govern-
ment had resumed
stalled development pro-
jects that were neglected
under the YSRCP re-
gime. “People are wit-
nessing real progress
and transparent govern-
ance under Chandraba-
bu Naidu.
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That’s why even YS-
RCP leaders from Puliv-
endula are joining us,”
Ravi stated.Ravi alleged
that mismanagement,
corruption, and neglect
during the YSRCP’srule
pushed many loyal
workers to reconsider
their political affilia-
tions. He highlighted
that numerous develop-
ment initiatives in the
region, including infra-
structure works and

welfare projects, had
been revived since the
TDP came to power.
Local leaders ex-
pressed confidence that
Pulivendula, long
known as the epicenter
of YSR influence, would
soon turn into a TDP
bastion.Political ana-
lysts note that such de-
fections from Jagan’s
home constituency car-
ry symbolic weight.
Pulivendula, which has

£

been under the firm con-
trol of the YSR family
for decades, now ap-
pears vulnerable amid
growing dissatisfaction
within the YSRCP
ranks.

With grassroots sup-
port gradually shifting
toward the TDP, the po-
litical equations in Ka-
dapa district seem
poised for a major trans-
formation ahead of the
local elections.
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NTR Circle Naming Sparks
Political Row in Machilipatnam
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TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8, 2025

Machilipatnam: A
political controversy
has erupted in Machil-
ipatnam over the nam-
ing of the Housing
Board Ring Road junc-
tion, popularly known
as NTR Circle. The
dispute intensified af-
ter local BJP leaders
recently named the
junction “Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Circle” and
installed flex banners
in memory of the late
former Prime
Minister.

Tensions grew fur-
ther on Monday as
BJP cadres prepared
for the foundation-lay-
ing ceremony of an
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
statue at the site. How-
ever, leaders of the
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) objected strong-
ly to this move, argu-
ing that the location
had already been offi-
cially designated as
“NTR Circle” in honor
of the late TDP found-
er and former Chief
Minister Nandamuri
Taraka Ramarao
(NTR).Urban Cooper-
ative Bank Chairman

and senior TDP leader
Dileep Kumar led a
protest at the Housing
Board Ring, staging a
sit-in demonstration
against renaming the
circle.

He stated that the
Machilipatnam Mu-
nicipality had earlier
passed a resolution
naming the circle af-
ter NTR and approv-
ing the installation of
his statue. The TDP
leaders questioned
how the BJP could
unilaterally rename it
after Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, disregarding
the municipal deci-
sion.Supporters of
both parties gathered
at the site, shouting
slogans and display-
ing rival banners,
leading to heightened
tension in the area.

Police personnel
were deployed to
maintain order and
prevent any potential
clashes. While the BJP
maintains that nam-
ing the circle after Va-
jpayee was a tribute to
a revered national
leader, the TDP insists
that altering an al-
ready established

name is politically mo-
tivated and disrespect-
ful to NTR’s legacy.
The controversy has
swiftly turned into a
major political flash-
point in Machilipat-
nam, with leaders
from both parties ex-
changing sharp
remarks.

TDP cadres have
vowed to continue
their agitation until
the municipal resolu-
tion in favor of NTR
Circle is upheld. BJP
leaders, on the other
hand, defended their
action, claiming that
it was part of a broad-
er effort to honor na-
tional icons across
Andhra Pradesh.As
protests from both
sides continue, local
residents have ex-
pressed concern that
the political tug-of-
war is overshadowing
civic priorities and
disrupting peace in
the town.

The district admin-
istration is expected to
hold discussions with
representatives of
both parties to defuse
the tension and arrive
at a consensus.

Privilege Committee Pulls Up Offi-
cials Over Protocol Violations in
Kadapa and Other Cases

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

Amaravati: The
Andhra Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly
Privilege Committee,
chaired by Pithani
Satyanarayana, con-
vened on Monday at
the Assembly Com-
mittee Hall to exam-
ine multiple com-
plaints related to
breaches of protocol
concerning elected
representatives. The
committee took up the
case of Kadapa MLA
Reddappagari Mad-
havi, who had alleged
that proper protocol
was not observed dur-
ing the inauguration
ceremony of the Cath
Lab at RIMS, Kadapa.

The name of the
MLA was reportedly
omitted from the foun-
dation stone unveiled
at the event, despite
her being the local
representative.Dur-
ing the meeting, the
panel questioned the
then Medical Superin-
tendent and District
Medical and Health
Officer (DMHO) about
the matter. Committee
members expressed
severe displeasure
over their absence

during the previous
hearing and warned
them for neglecting
legislative protocol.
The chairman re-
portedly reprimanded
the officials, question-
ing whether they were
still functioning “as if
unaware that the gov-
ernment has
changed.” Respond-
ing to the committee’s
inquiry, the former
Medical Superinten-
dent admitted the
lapse and tendered an
unconditional apolo-
gy. He promised to en-
sure such mistakes
would not recur. How-
ever, the DMHO’s in-
consistent and unsat-
isfactory explanations
provoked sharp criti-
cism from the panel.
Both officials were
instructed to appear
again for a follow-up
hearing in the coming
days.The Privilege
Committee also re-
viewed five separate
complaints filed by
former MLA
Jogeswara Rao, who
alleged repeated pro-
tocol violations dur-
ing his tenure be-
tween 2019 and 2024.
The committee ex-
pressed anger that As-

sembly notices relat-
ed to these complaints
had not even been is-
sued by the then As-
sembly staff.

It viewed this as ad-
ministrative negli-
gence.Officials ex-
plained that during
the previous regime,
pressures from senior
authorities often hin-
dered them from ad-
hering to legislative
protocol. They ac-
knowledged those
lapses before the com-
mittee, apologized for-
mally, and assured
that similar incidents
would be avoided un-
der the current
administration.

Chairman Pithani
Satyanarayana
stressed that the de-
corum and authority
of legislators must be
safeguarded at all lev-
els of government.
He directed con-
cerned departments
to strictly comply
with protocol norms
in all official func-
tions. The committee
concluded that it
would closely moni-
tor the implementa-
tion of these meas-
ures to prevent any
future breaches.
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Vijayawada: A major
development has taken
place in the sensational
kidnapping case of
Dalit youth Satya Vard-
han in Vijayawada,
which has political
overtones linked to for-
mer MLA Vallabhaneni
Vamsi. The key accused,
Komma Koteswara Rao
alias Komma Kotes, sur-
rendered before the
Patamata Police Station
in Vijayawada on Mon-
day, ending days of spec-
ulation about his
whereabouts.

According to police

sources, Komma
Koteswara Rao had been
absconding ever since
his name surfaced as a
prime conspirator in
the case. He has now
been identified as Ac-
cused No. 2 (A2), while
Vallabhaneni Vamsi has
been listed as Accused
No. 1 (Al). Police con-
firmed that Koteswara
Rao’s surrender fol-
lowed the issuance of
non-bailable warrants
(NBWs) against him
and several others who

Rao Surremls inVijayawada

were evading arrest.

The case stems from
the alleged abduction of
Satya Vardhan, who had

VIJAYAWADA
Key Development in Dalit Youth Kidnapping Case: Main Accused Komma Koteswara

earlier lodged a com-
plaint in connection
with the attack on the
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) office in Vi-
jayawada. According to
reports, Satya Vardhan
was kidnapped by a
group of individuals
who transported him
from Hyderabad to Vi-
jayawada. Investigators
believe that Koteswara
Rao played a crucial
role in organizing and
executing the abduction.

The motive behind
the kidnapping, police
say, was to pressure
Satya Vardhan to with-
draw his earlier com-
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plaint filed in relation to
the TDP office attack
case. The alleged in-
volvement of individu-
als close to Vallab-
haneni Vamsi has given
the case a politically
charged dimension,
drawing sharp attention
from both ruling and op-
position circles.
Earlier, two other ac-
cused Telaprolu Ramu
and Vajra Kumar had
surrendered before the
court. Another key sus-
pect, Erramsetty Ram
Anjaneyulu, was arrest-
ed by the Patamata po-
lice last week. With
Koteswara Rao’s surren-

der, investigators expect
to make significant pro-
gress in unraveling the
full conspiracy behind
the kidnapping.

Police are currently
interrogating Koteswara
Rao and are likely to
produce him before a
magistrate soon. Offi-
cials indicated that
more arrests are likely,
as several other accused
persons remain at large.
Authorities also stated
that all individuals in-
volved in the abduction
will be brought to jus-
tice, regardless of their
political affiliations.

All Set for Bhavani Deeksha Viramana;

New Laddu Prasadam Preparation Begins

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

VIJAYAWADA:
Ahead of the sacred
Bhavani Deeksha Vira-
mana celebrations, the
new laddu prasadam
production unit at the
Kanaka Durga Temple
was inaugurated on
Monday by Temple Ex-
ecutive Officer VK See-
na Naik. Marking the
commencement, EO
Seena Naik break co-
conut and conducted
special pujas at the
newly set-up prasadam
preparation centre.
Temple Stanacharya V
Shiva Prasad and a
team of archakas
chanted Vedic hymns
and led the puja ritu-
als. Temple authorities
said the new facility
has been established to
ensure that high-quali-
ty and delicious laddu
prasadam is supplied
to devotees, especially
during the Bhavani
Deeksha viramana
when lakhs of devo-
tees visit the temple.
The centre is equipped
to facilitate uninter-
rupted production and
distribution of laddu
prasadam.

Revenue Divisional
Officer Kavuri Chait-
anya, accompanied by
Temple EO Seena
Naik, conducted an in-

PR

spection on Monday to
review the ongoing ar-
rangements for the
Bhavani Deeksha vira-
mana at the Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy
Varla Devasthanam
atop Indrakeeladri.
The RDO instructed of-
ficials to ensure fool-
proof arrangements so
that devotees face no
inconvenience.

The RDO reviewed
the AutoCAD layout
plans prepared for
Bhavani Deeksha and
gave suggestions based
on anticipated crowd
movement. The desig-
nated zone for devotees
performing rituals like
Irumudi and Homa
was inspected, with a
focus on fire safety
measures and preven-
tive arrangements. Fa-
cilities for providing
uninterrupted free
meals (annaprasadam)
were reviewed for ca-
pacity and hygiene.
The RDO stressed
strict adherence to
quality and cleanli-
ness in laddu prepara-

tion and distribution.

Engineering depart-
ment officials and tem-
ple staff participated
in the inspection. Au-
thorities have initiat-
ed steps to ensure im-
proved amenities for
the vast number of
devotees expected dur-
ing the Deeksha
viramana.

Given the large in-
flux of devotees during
the Bhavani Deeksha
conclusion, compre-
hensive security ar-
rangements are being
put in place. On Mon-
day, RDO Kavuri Chait-
anya, Temple EO See-
na Naik, ADCP G
Ramakrishna and
West ACP Durgarao re-
viewed the required
safety measures.

They discussed
crowd management,
emergency response
protocols and coordi-
nated efforts between
temple administration
and police to ensure a
safe and smooth
experience for all
devotees.

MP Sivanath Launches Second Phase of
Skill Development Training for SHG Women
Through Kesineni Foundation

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

Vijayawada:

In line with Chief
Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s vision of
creating one entrepre-
neur in every house-
hold, Vijayawada MP
Kesineni Sivanath
(Chinni) has intensi-
fied efforts to empow-
er women through
skill development. Un-
der the aegis of the
Kesineni Foundation
and in collaboration
with the National In-
stitute of Rural Devel-
opment & Panchayati
Raj (NIRDPR), Hy-
derabad, a second
batch of Self-Help
Group (SHG) women
has been sent for ad-
vanced livelihood
training.

A total of 61 SHG
members from 16 man-
dals across the rural
constituencies of Nan-
digama, Mylavaram,
Tiruvur, and Jaggai-
ahpeta in NTR district
left for Hyderabad ear-
ly Monday morning in

a special bus arranged
by the Kesineni Foun-
dation. They will un-
dergo five days of
training from Decem-
ber 8 to 12 at NIRDPR.
Participants include
10 women from Ibra-
himpatnam, 10 from G
Konduru, 20 from Vi-
jayawada Rural, 5
from Kanchikacherla,
and 16 from Jaggaiah-
peta. The training
modules cover hand-
made paper produc-
tion for 30 women and
home-based products
such as washing pow-
der, liquid soaps,
shampoos, and phenyl
for the remaining 31.
Earlier, from Decem-
ber 1 to 5, the first
batch of 40 women un-
derwent training in
food processing, in-
cluding millet prod-
ucts, bakery items,
and ice cream manu-
facturing. Of them, 20
completed the five-day
training at NIRDPR,
while the remaining 20
are currently attend-
ing a month-long pro-

gramme at FDDI,
Gachibowli, on leather,
non-leather and gar-
ment production.
NIRD district coordi-
nators Vallabhaneni
Narasimha Chowdary
(Urban) and Songa
Sanjay Varma (Rural)
confirmed successful
completion of the first
batch. They noted that
the beneficiary list for
the second batch was
prepared and submit-
ted to NIRD by PD
DRDA Nancharaiah,
who received apprecia-
tion for his support.
SHG women ex-
pressed special grati-
tude to MP Kesineni
Sivanath for funding
the training through
his foundation, ena-
bling them to enhance
their livelihoods and
gain financial inde-
pendence. The Kes-
ineni Foundation plans
to continue supporting
more SHG members
through phased train-
ing programmes aimed
at sustainable income
generation.

Flower Expo inVijayawada Draws Massive Crowds, Showcases Rare
International Plant Varieties

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Vijayawada: The Flow-
er Expo organized by the
Rose Society of Andhra
Pradesh captivated city
residents for four days,
turning the Siddhartha
Hotel Management cam-
pus into a vibrant hub of
color and fragrance. The
event, held from Decem-
ber 5 to 8, featured
around 90 stalls display-
ing hundreds of flower
species and decorative
plants brought not only
from across India but
also from several foreign
countries.

According to the or-
ganizers, the exhibition
attracted an overwhelm-
ing response from visi-
tors. Residents of Vi-
jayawada flocked to the
venue with families to
admire the beautiful
plant displays and take
home their favorite vari-
eties. Many visitors were
seen capturing selfies
amid the lush arrange-
ments, adding to the fes-
tive atmosphere of the
event. For four days, the
city’s green enthusiasts
reveled in the sights and
scents of rare blooms
and ornamental plants,

making the expo a mem-
orable floral celebration.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Usharani, one of the
key organizers from the
Rose Society of Andhra
Pradesh, said that the ob-
jective of the Flower
Expo was to promote
awareness and love for
gardening among the
public. “We set up 90
stalls featuring not only
flowering plants but also
garden accessories, ferti-
lizers, and decorative ma-
terials essential for plant
care,” she explained. She

also expressed delight
over the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of visitors and
vendors alike.

The highlight of the ex-
hibition was the bonsai
collection, which attract-
ed special attention for
its artistic presentation
and diversity. Several ex-
hibitors demonstrated
plant arrangement and
maintenance techniques,
giving gardening enthu-
siasts an opportunity to
learn from experts. Stalls
displaying exotic or-
chids, succulents, and hy-

brid rose varieties also
became major
crowd-pullers.
Padmashree, another
member of the Rose Soci-
ety, noted that the Flower
Expo included plant vari-
eties from both Indian
states and foreign na-
tions. “It was truly a glob-
al garden under one roof.
Visitors were able to ex-
plore floral species they
had never seen before,”
she said. She further
mentioned that the exhi-
bition concluded on Mon-
day with an impressive

turnout and strong sales
of plants and garden
products.

With its mix of natural
beauty, educational dis-
plays, and commercial
activity, the Flower Expo
successfully fostered en-
vironmental conscious-
ness and admiration for
floriculture among citi-
zens. Organizers have
hinted that the over-
whelming public re-
sponse may inspire them
to make the flower show
an annual tradition in
Vijayawada.

World Bank & ADB Team Conducts Field Visit
in Amaravati

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Vijayawada: On the
fourth day of the ongo-
ing Joint Technical
Mission of the World
Bank (WB) and Asian
Development Bank
(ADB) in the People’s
Capital Amaravati, the
visiting team under-
took extensive field vis-
its across the Capital
Region. As part of the
Amaravati Integrated
Urban Development
Programme (AIUDP),
the team reviewed vari-
ous capital construc-
tion sites and examined
on-ground activities re-
lated to traffic flow
management, road in-
frastructure, and Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT)
planning. The team also
held detailed discus-
sions at the APCRDA
headquarters on the op-
erational measures re-

quired for effective
implementation.
On Monday morn-

ing, multiple technical
sessions were held at
the first-floor confer-
ence hall of the CRDA
headquarters. APCRDA
and ADCL officers,
along with representa-
tives from the Pro-
gramme Management
Consultancy (PgMC),
Project Management
Consultancy (PMC),
contractors, and other
staff participated in
these sessions. The dis-
cussions focused on
traffic flow manage-
ment, road planning,
and BRT system inte-
gration within the AI-
UDP project.

As part of stakehold-
er consultations, the
WB & ADB team also

interacted with APCR-
DA officials, Village Fa-
cilitators, and repre-
sentatives of NGOs.
The discussions cov-
ered welfare pro-
grammes being imple-
mented for villagers,
farmers, and agricul-
tural labourers across
the Capital Region, as
well as mechanisms re-
lated to grievance regis-
tration and redressal.
During their field
tour in Amaravati, the
WB & ADB team met lo-
cal residents in Rayapu-
di and held discussions
on the Land Pooling
Scheme and various
welfare initiatives be-
ing implemented at the
grassroots level. The

team also visited labour
camps operated by NCC
and RVR companies.
They reviewed health
and safety measures in
place for workers at
construction sites, in-
spected camp facilities,
and interacted with la-
bourers. The visiting
team, along with APCR-
DA officials and work-
ers, planted saplings at
the camp sites.

The team further re-
viewed the social and
environmental man-
agement plans current-
ly under implementa-
tion in the Capital
Region and provided
several recommenda-
tions to the concerned
officials.
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Crackdown on Bike Thefts: Bapatla Police Arrest Three Serial Offenders,
Recover 37 StolenTwo-Wheelers

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Bapatla | Chirala:

In a major break-
through against rising
vehicle thefts, the Bap-
atla district police have
arrested three serial
bike thieves and recov-
ered 37 stolen two-
wheelers worth around
21.2 lakh. The arrests
were made as part of an
intensified district-
wide special operation
that has, within a week,
helped the police recov-
er a total of 60 stolen
vehicles valued at 40
lakh.

According to Bapat-
la Superintendent of
Police B. Uma Mahesh-
war, the crackdown was
initiated in response to
a noticeable surge in
two-wheeler thefts in

recent months.

Two specialized po-
lice teams were formed
under CCS DSP P.
Jagadish Nayak and
CCS CI Premaiah to
track and apprehend
the culprits. Through
extensive use of CCTV
footage, local intelli-
gence, and field surveil-
lance, the teams suc-
cessfully identified and
nabbed the accused in-
volved in a series of
thefts reported across
various parts of the
district.

The arrested individ-
uals have been identi-
fied as Kagga Sambasi-
va Rao (32), a resident
of Pottur village in
Guntur district, and
Dasari Gopiraju (32)
and Dasari Durga Rao
(24), both natives of

Burlavaripalem village
who were currently re-
siding at Gandhinagar
Yanadi Sangam in
Chirala.

Police investigations
revealed that the trio
had been operating as
an organized network,

systematically target-
ing unsecured bikes
parked in crowded and
poorly monitored areas.
They frequently moved
between Chirala, Bap-
atla, and nearby re-
gions, selecting vehi-
cles without proper

security locks or parked
outside residences and
offices.

During the operation,
police first apprehend-
ed Sambasiva Rao in
Bapatla, and based on
his confession, traced
the other two accused

Gopiraju and Durga
Rao to Chirala. Upon in-
terrogation, the ac-
cused led the police to
several locations where
the stolen vehicles were
hidden. In total, 37 sto-
len two-wheelers were
recovered from their
possession.

SP Uma Maheshwar
praised the efforts of
the police teams for
their swift action and
coordination, noting
that the recovery would
bring relief to dozens
of victims who had re-
ported missing vehicles
over the past few
months.

“Bike thefts have be-
come a recurring chal-
lenge, particularly in
semi-urban and rural
areas where many us-
ers neglect basic safety

precautions. This oper-
ation marks a signifi-
cant step in restoring
public confidence,” he
said.

The SP also urged the
public to take simple
preventive measures to
safeguard their vehi-
cles against theft. He
advised owners to in-
stall high-quality locks,
security alarms, and
GPS tracking devices.

“People invest lakhs
of rupees in purchasing
vehicles but often ig-
nore basic anti-theft
mechanisms. Using
modern safety devices
and being vigilant
about parking can dras-
tically reduce the risk
of losing a vehicle,” he
emphasized. The police
have stepped up patrol-
ling in theft-prone

zones and are analyzing
CCTV footage from
busy junctions and
marketplaces for fur-
ther clues. Efforts are
underway to identify
potential buyers and
handlers involved in
the illegal resale of sto-
len vehicles.

The arrested trio has
been booked under var-
ious sections of the In-
dian Penal Code related
to theft and criminal
conspiracy. They were
produced before the
court and remanded to
judicial custody.Au-
thorities confirmed
that the special drive
against vehicle theft
will continue across Ba-
patla district to curb
property-related crimes
and ensure community
safety.

Narasaraopet MLA Aravind Babu Accuses Former MLA

Gopireddyof Corr

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

Narasaraopet:

In a strongly worded
press conference held on
Monday in Narasarao-
pet, Palnadu district, sit-
ting MLA Dr. Chadala-
vada Aravind Babu
launched a fierce attack
on former MLA Dr.
Gopireddy Srinivasa
Reddy, calling him
“mentally unstable” and
accusing him of
large-scale corruption
and deliberate attempts
to damage the reputa-
tion of the government
hospital in the constituency:

Speaking to the me-
dia, Dr. Aravind Babu al-
leged that Gopireddy, a
former YSRCP legisla-
tor, was behind a “con-
spiracy” to malign the
Narasaraopet govern-
ment hospital through
the recent surgical blade
incident.

The controversy
erupted after reports
surfaced that a surgical
blade had been left in
the thigh of a woman pa-
tient following a surgery
in the hospital’s PP unit.
The attending doctor
and assistant were sub-
sequently suspended.
Aravind Babu claimed
that the incident was
not negligence but part
of a politically motivat-
ed ploy. “This is a con-
spiracy directed by the

former MLA. The wom-
an’s husband worked as
a volunteer during the
previous YSRCP govern-
ment, and Gopireddy
used them to defame the
hospital and our govern-
ment’s administration,”
he alleged.

The MLA promised a
thorough investigation
into the matter to uncov-
er all angles of the con-
spiracy.Rejecting cor-
ruption allegations
made against him by his
predecessor, Aravind
Babu said, “I entered
politics to serve the peo-
ple, not to accumulate
wealth.” Turning his at-
tack toward Gopireddy,
he accused the former
legislator of gross cor-
ruption during his
tenure.
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“During the COVID
period, he sold govern-
ment-supplied injec-
tions illegally and made
60 crore. He collected
money from generic
medical shops and di-
verted patients from the
government hospital to
his private facility for
profit,” Babu claimed.
The MLA emphasized
that the present coali-
tion government,
backed by people’s bless-
ings, would maintain
transparency and integ-
rity. “Such immoral
practices no longer exist
under this government.
YSRCP will never re-
turn to power, and
Gopireddy will never be-
come an MLA again,” he
asserted.

Aravind Babu also

& 73
e s

%;,‘Z‘»@ :1

said that several YSRCP
leaders and workers had
previously urged Jagan
Mohan Reddy not to give
Gopireddy a ticket in the
past elections. “Even af-
ter losing power, he has
not changed his ways,”
he remarked. On civic
issues, the MLA said
that he personally moni-
tors sanitation work dai-
ly and funds several
local development activ-
ities through his own
resources.
“Narasaraopet Mu-
nicipality is cleaner
now. We have renovated
Kodela Prasad Rao Sta-
dium, built new wash-
rooms, and ensured fa-
cilities for athletes,” he
added.Supporting the
MLA’s remarks, local
leaders Guduru Shek-

racyinHospital Incident

har and Ramakrishna
called Gopireddy’s cor-
ruption “an open se-
cret.” They said, “It’s
laughable when a man
like him speaks of cor-
ruption. People them-
selves are mocking his
claims.” They also de-
fended the hospital’s
functioning, saying that
external scanning refer-
rals are routine and that
institutional deliveries
have risen to nearly 400
per month since the new
government took over.

The leaders further al-
leged that Gopireddy
collected 2 lakh month-
ly through an agent
named Nageswara Rao
at the hospital gate,
earned 5 lakh per
month from illegal scan
referrals to private cent-
ers, and misappropriat-
ed 30 lakh through
bleaching powder bills
during the pandemic.

“He even transferred
government medical
equipment to his private
hospital,” they alleged,
concluding that
Gopireddy had amassed
at least 2,000 crore
through corruption.“The
time will come when we
will expose all the
proofs,” warned Ara-
vind Babu, cautioning
Gopireddy to restrain
his comments about
others.

Tragic Road Accident in Nellore: RTC Bus

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8

A tragic road acci-
dent in Nellore dis-
trict, Andhra Pradesh,
on Monday morning
has left one school stu-
dent dead and another
injured, bringing re-
newed attention to the
alarming frequency of
road mishaps in the
state. The incident oc-
curred at Veppachettu
Center in Gangapat-
nam village of Induku-
rupeta mandal, when
an APSRTC (Andhra
Pradesh State Road
Transport Corpora-
tion) bus hit two young
boys who were on their
way to school on a
bicycle.

According to police
sources, the deceased
was identified as
12-year-old Pulikiran, a
resident of Gangapat-
nam Venkata Reddy
Colony. His brother,
Karthik, who was ac-
companying him, sus-
tained minor injuries
and was shifted to a

Runs Over School Student

nearby hospital for
treatment. Eyewitness-
es reported that the
RTC bus, allegedly
speeding at the time,
struck the boys from
behind, dragging the
bicycle a few meters be-
fore coming to a halt.
Locals rushed to the
spot and attempted to
save the children, but
Pulikiran succumbed
to injuries on the spot.

The tragic loss has
cast a shadow of grief
over the local commu-
nity. The victim’s fam-
ily has already endured
an earlier tragedy, as
reports indicate that

died of an electric
shock a few months
ago. Now, with the un-
timely death of her
young son, the devas-
tated mother broke
down in inconsolable
tears near the boy’s
body, surrounded by
relatives and neigh-
bors. Police officials
from Indukurupeta im-
mediately reached the
accident site to con-
duct an initial
investigation.

The driver of the AP-
SRTC bus has been tak-
en into custody for
questioning. A case

has been registered un-
der relevant sections
of the Indian Penal
Code, and the authori-
ties are verifying
whether negligence
and overspeeding were
the primary causes of
the accident. Local res-
idents expressed out-
rage over recurring ac-
cidents involving

government and pri-
vate buses in the
region.

They demanded
stricter enforcement
of road safety rules

and installation of
speed breakers near
schools and residen-
tial areas.

This latest tragedy
serves as a grim re-
minder of the impor-
tance of road safety
and the need for re-
sponsible driving. De-
spite repeated aware-
ness campaigns by
both central and state
governments, such in-
cidents continue to
claim young lives,
leaving families in
deep sorrow.

Hawala Money Robbery Shocks Sri
Sathya Sai District

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 8
Sri Sathya Sai Dis-

trict : A daring heist
involving hawala

money shocked the

Sri Sathya Sai district

on Monday when uni-
dentified robbers in-
tercepted a vehicle
transporting huge
amounts of unac-
counted cash from Su-
rat to Bengaluru. The
robbers managed to
escape with 3 crore,
leaving behind anoth-
er 1.2 crore hidden in-
side the vehicle.
According to police

reports, two men from
Surat were secretly

transporting 4.2 crore

in cash to Bengaluru

in an Innova car. As

the vehicle reached
near Penukonda on

the Bengaluru Nation-
al Highway, four cars
began following it.
The gang blocked the
Innova, kidnapped the

two couriers, and

drove them to an iso-
lated spot before de-
camping with most of
the cash.

Police said the rob-
bers appeared well-
organized and likely

had prior information
about the hawala cash
movement. During the
robbery, they searched
the vehicle and seized
bags containing 3
crore. However, the re-
maining 1.2 crore
went unnoticed, as it
was stashed in special
concealed compart-
ments under the seats
an arrangement that
astonished the police
later.

The incident came
to light when a soft-
ware engineer, who
owned a car trailing
behind the Innova,
captured the confron-
tation on his dash-
board camera. Acting
swiftly, he alerted the
Penukonda check-post
officials and handed
over the video footage
as evidence. With the
tip-off, local police
teams immediately
began searching for
the abducted couriers
and the vehicle
involved.

After a short while,
police traced the In-
nova along the high-
way and rescued the
Surat-based men. Dur-
ing questioning, the

victims revealed they
had been kidnapped
by the robbers, who
escaped with the bulk
of the cash. On inspec-
tion, police discovered
the cleverly designed
secret compartments
inside the car and re-
covered the 1.2 crore
that the gang had
missed.

Penukonda police
have registered a case
and launched a spe-
cial operation to track
down the culprits.
Teams are scanning
CCTYV footage along
the route to identify
the vehicles used in
the robbery. Investiga-
tors are also probing
the source and desti-
nation of the hawala
funds, suspecting a
large illegal money-
laundering network
behind the operation.

This bold daylight
robbery has raised se-
rious concerns over
hawala rackets oper-
ating across state bor-
ders, and authorities
have tightened secu-
rity checks on key na-
tional highways link-
ing Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka.

FiveArrested for Attempted Murder of City Bus
Driver and Conductor

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 8

NELLORE: Nellore
city police have arrested
five individuals in-
volved in an attempted
murder case against a
city bus driver and con-
ductor. The prompt ac-
tion by Santhapet police
led to the arrests within
24 hours of registering
the case.

The case was regis-
tered on 7th December
2025 under Cr.
No0.221/2025 u/s
126(2),115(2),109(1) r/w
3(5) BNS of Santhapet
Police Station.

The accused individu-
als are

Uppumadan @ Bhabi,
19, S/o Malkondaiah,
Vadder community,
Gopi Tea Center,
Santhapet.

Uppu Sreekanth, 22,
S/o0 Malkondaiah, Vad-
der community, Gopi
Tea Center, Santhapet.

Gandavarapu Ajay

Teja, 19, S/o0 Ramakrish-
na, SC Madiga commu-
nity, Mahalaxmi Temple
area, Santhapet.

Yakasiri Nithin, 20,
S/o0 Dilip, ST Yanadi
community, Ragi Chettu
Center, Santhapet.

Nakka Teja, 20, S/o
Lakshminarayana, Sa-
gara community, Gopi
Tea Center, Santhapet.

On 7th December
2025, Syed Mansoor, 32,
S/0 Mera Mohiddin, a
private bus driver oper-
ating the SAS bus, no-
ticed three individuals
blocking the road with a
Bajaj Pulsar near Babu
Ice Cream, Nellore
Town. When the driver
asked them to move the
bike, a quarrel ensued.
The accused, along with
two associates, later at-
tacked the driver and
conductor SK Salam at
Bosu Bomma Center us-
ing blades, injuring
them on the face, head
and chest.

The injured were ini-
tially treated at Nellore
Government Hospital
and later referred to
Narayana Hospital for
advanced care.

Santhapet Inspector
YV Somayya promptly
registered an attempted
murder case and, follow-
ing a swift investigation,
arrested all five accused
on 8th December 2025
near Tikkana Park. Au-
thorities noted that the
incident stemmed from
a momentary clash over
a motorcycle blocking
the road and the accused
had no prior criminal
record.

Nellore City DSP M
Giridhar Rao commend-
ed the officers, includ-
ing Inspectors YV So-
mayya, G Venugopal
Reddy, SI G Balakrish-
na, ASI G Srihari and
constables, for their
quick and effective
action.
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As India marches to-
ward becoming a global
economic and technologi-
cal powerhouse, the need
for smart, sustainable, and
inclusive urban planning
has never been more ur-
gent. Amidst the backdrop
of rapidly expanding cit-
ies, increasing pollution,
and strained infrastruc-
ture, Telangana’s ambi-
tious Bharat Future City—
also known as Telangana
Future City—emerges as a
bold vision for India’s ur-
ban future. Envisaged as a
net-zero, greenfield smart
city near Hyderabad, this
project aims to house one
million residents while
prioritizing sustainability;
technology, and holistic
urban development.

At its core, Bharat Fu-
ture City is not just anoth-
er real estate or township
project. Spanning a core
area of 30,000 acres, with a
total zone covering 1.85
lakh acres, the city is de-
signed to integrate futuris-
tic technologies with envi-
ronmental responsibility.
Unlike conventional ur-
ban development, which
often evolves in a haphaz-
ard manner, this city rep-
resents a carefully planned
ecosystem where every as-
pect—from mobility to en-
ergy use, from education
to health—is conceived
with sustainability in
mind.

AVision Rooted in
Sustainability and

Innovation

Bharat

The city’s vision is am-
bitious yet necessary. In-
dia, with its burgeoning
population and urban mi-
gration, faces severe pres-
sure on housing, infra-
structure, and public
services. Traditional cit-
ies, including Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, and Mumbai,
struggle with traffic con-
gestion, pollution, and in-
adequate utilities. Bharat
Future City addresses
these issues head-on. Its
design is net-zero, imply-
ing that the city’s energy
consumption will be bal-
anced entirely by renewa-
ble energy generation. By
integrating solar, wind,
and potentially other clean
energy sources, the project
seeks to eliminate depend-
ence on fossil fuels, reduce
carbon emissions, and
serve as a template for sus-
tainable urban living in
India.

Energy planning is not
the only remarkable fea-
ture. The city’s zones—
dedicated to Al, pharma,
health, sports, education,
electric vehicles, and for-
ests—reflect a thoughtful
approach to urban zoning,
balancing industry, living
spaces, recreation, and en-
vironmental conservation.
For instance, the AI City
will be a hub for technolo-
gy innovation, attracting
startups and research
centers, while pharma and
health zones can enhance
the life sciences sector in
India. Sports and educa-
tional zones will ensure

Future Cit

holistic human develop-
ment, a vital component
often missing in urban
planning.

Mobility Designed for
the Future

Transportation is anoth-
er area where Bharat Fu-
ture City breaks away
from conventional norms.
The plan includes metro
connectivity extensions,
high-speed rail linking
Amaravati and Bengalu-
ru, airport connectivity,
and well-planned high-
ways. Such integrated mo-
bility not only reduces
travel times but also en-
sures that the city remains
accessible and environ-
mentally friendly. With
electric vehicles as a prior-
ity, the city aims to mini-
mize air pollution and pro-
mote clean mobility.

Government Backing
and Structured Growth

One of the standout as-
pects of this initiative is
its strong government sup-
port. Managed by the Fu-
ture City Development Au-
thority (FCDA) under the
oversight of the Telanga-
na government, the pro-
ject enjoys a level of cred-
ibility and regulatory
backing that many private
ventures lack. Approvals
from HMDA and RERA
further enhance investor
confidence, ensuring
structured growth and
clear legal titles. In a coun-
try where urban projects
often face delays, bureau-
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cratic hurdles, and legal
disputes, this government-
backed framework can
provide the stability nec-
essary for timely comple-
tion and long-term
sustainability.

Economic and

Investment Potential

From an economic per-
spective, Bharat Future
City holds immense prom-
ise. Its strategic location
between Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar high-
ways near Hyderabad en-
sures connectivity with
major commercial cent-
ers, while dedicated indus-
trial zones can attract do-
mestic and international
investments. The combi-
nation of government sup-
port, planned infrastruc-
ture, and technological
focus makes it an attrac-
tive destination for inves-
tors, businesses, and resi-
dents seeking a modern,
high-quality urban
environment.

Furthermore, the pro-
ject aligns with India’s
broader aspirations to be-
come a global hub for tech-
nology, pharmaceuticals,
and healthcare. By creat-
ing specialized zones for
these industries, the city
could generate significant
employment opportuni-
ties, stimulate inno-
vation, and contrib-
ute to regional and
national economic
growth.

Balancing
Development with
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Environmental and

Social Concerns

No ambitious project of
this scale can proceed
without challenges. Farm-
er opposition and activist
concerns regarding
land acquisition
and environ-
mental impact
are significant
issues that cannot
be ignored. Land
acquisition in India
has historically been
a sensitive topic, often
leading to protests and
delays. It is crucial for the
authorities and developers
to engage in transparent
dialogue with affected
communities, ensuring
fair compensation, sus-
tainable relocation plans,
and minimal disruption to
livelihoods.

Environmental impact
is another critical con-
cern. While the city’s net-
zero vision is commenda-
ble, large-scale
construction inevitably
affects local ecosystems.
Protecting forests, water
sources, and biodiversity
while building a city from
scratch requires rigorous
planning, environmen-
tal clearances,
and ongo-
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monitoring.
Bharat Future
City has

the
op -
portu-
nity to
set a
precedent
in eco-
friendly ur-
ban develop-
ment, but this
can only be real-
ized if envi-
ron-

mental
and social re-
sponsibilities are treat-
ed as non-negotiable
priorities.

A Model for Future
Indian Cities

What makes Bharat Fu-
ture City truly noteworthy
is its holistic approach.
Too often, urban projects
in India have prioritized
commercial interests over
environmental sustaina-
bility, technological inte-
gration, or quality of life.
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con -
trast, this
city pro-
poses a
seamless
blend of
a d -

vanced tech-
nology, sustainable
energy, smart mobility,
and human-centric design.
If successful, it could
serve as a model for future
smart cities across the
country.

Moreover, the initiative
underscores the impor-
tance of forward-looking
urban planning. As India
faces the dual challenge of
accommodating millions
of urban migrants and
combating climate change,
greenfield smart cities like
Bharat Future City offer a
blueprint for creating re-
silient, sustainable, and
technologically advanced

ur-
b an
spaces. The
city’s focus on
dedicated zones for
AlI, health, education,
and sports reflects an un-
derstanding that cities are
not just about housing—
they are about nurturing
human potential.

Conclusion: A Vision
Worth Pursuing, But
With Care

Bharat Future City rep-
resents an extraordinary
opportunity for India to
redefine urban living. Its
emphasis on net-zero en-
ergy, smart mobility, inte-
grated industrial zones,
and government-backed
structured development
could make it a bench-
mark for sustainable ur-
banization worldwide. Yet,

; ~ success will depend on

careful, inclusive plan-
, ning that respects the
rights of local commu-
nities and safeguards
environmental integ-
rity. In a country
where urban planning
has often lagged behind
rapid population growth,
Bharat Future City has
the potential to be a turn-
ing point—a city that is
not only technologically
advanced but also ecologi-
cally responsible and so-
cially inclusive. Its jour-
ney will be closely
watched, both as a meas-
ure of India’s ability to
plan for the future and as
a symbol of what vision-
ary urban development
can achieve. If executed
thoughtfully, it could in-
deed become a “Future
City” in every sense of the
term—setting a precedent
for cities that are smarter,
greener, and more
humane.
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Priyanka Gandhi Questions Timing of “Vande
Mataram” Debate, Links It to Bengal Elections

Congress leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra has trig-
gered a political storm by
questioning the timing of
the debate on the national
song “Vande Mataram” in
Parliament, alleging that
the discussion is being
used as a political tool
ahead of the upcoming
West Bengal Assembly
elections. Her remarks
have intensified the war
of words between the Op-
position and the ruling
party over nationalism,
history, and electoral
strategy.

Speaking in the Lok Sab-
ha, Priyanka Gandhi
asked why a debate on a
national symbol was being
revived decades after Inde-
pendence. She argued that
the government’s sudden
focus on the national song
was not driven by genuine
respect for history or na-
tional pride, but by politi-
cal calculations linked to
election campaigning in
West Bengal. According to
her, the government was
attempting to shift public
attention away from press-
ing issues such as rising
prices, unemployment,

and economic challenges
by creating emotionally
charged debates in
Parliament.

She also accused the
government of selectively
interpreting history to
suit its political narrative.
Priyanka said that the
true history and context
of “Vande Mataram”
should be understood
rather than being used as
a weapon for political
gain. She stressed that na-
tional symbols should
unite citizens rather than
divide them, and warned
that politicising historical
and cultural issues could
deepen social divisions.

The Congress leader
further criticised what she
described as the misuse of
freedom fighters’ legacies.
She claimed that the rul-
ing party was trying to re-
write parts of India’s free-
dom movement history
while ignoring the contri-
butions of several leaders
and movements. Priyanka
maintained that debates
in Parliament should fo-
cus more on people’s real-
life problems and less on
symbolic controversies

that do not directly impact
citizens’ daily lives.

Her comments came in
response to the govern-
ment’s defence of the na-
tional song in Parliament,
where the ruling side ar-
gued that such debates are
necessary to reinforce na-
tional identity and pride.
Government leaders dis-
missed the Opposition’s
claims and said that hon-
ouring national symbols is
a duty of elected repre-
sentatives. They accused
the Congress party of un-
dermining patriotic senti-
ment by questioning the
importance of “Vande
Mataram.”

The controversy has
sparked sharp reactions
across the political spec-
trum. Supporters of the
government argue that re-
visiting the national song
is a legitimate cultural
and historical discussion,
while Opposition parties
see it as a strategy to po-
larise voters ahead of elec-
tions in key states, espe-
cially West Bengal.

The renewed debate
over “Vande Mataram” re-
flects the broader battle

over nationalism and po-
litical messaging in India.
As election season ap-
proaches in several states,
such issues are expected
to feature prominently in

political discourse. Wheth-
er the controversy will in-
fluence public opinion or
remain confined to parlia-
mentary debates remains
to be seen.

Modi
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Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi delivered an
emotional and forceful
speech in the Lok Sabha as
Parliament held a special
debate on “Vande Mata-
ram,” describing the icon-
ic composition as the soul
of India’s freedom move-
ment and a living symbol
of national unity. The dis-
cussion marked a major
milestone in the history of
the national song and trig-

gered sharp political ex-
changes inside the House.

In his address, the Prime
Minister said “Vande Ma-
taram” was far more than
a song, calling it a sacred
call that awakened the
spirit of resistance during
British rule. He recalled
how generations of free-
dom fighters raised the
slogan while facing im-
prisonment, torture, and
even the gallows. Accord-

Leads“Vande Mataram”Debate,

ing to him, the phrase be-
came the voice of a nation
that refused to accept sub-
jugation and inspired
mass movements across
the country.

Modi reflected on the
historical journey of the
song, emphasizing that its
influence extended beyond
politics into culture, litera-
ture, and the everyday con-
sciousness of Indians. He
said the message of “Van-
de Mataram” helped unite
people across regions, lan-
guages, and communities
at a time when colonial
forces were trying to di-
vide the country. The
Prime Minister also linked
the song’s legacy to Ben-
gal’s role in the freedom
struggle and urged citi-
zens to remember that her-
itage with pride.

Taking a swipe at previ-
ous governments, Modi al-
leged that certain political
forces had diluted the im-
portance of the song at dif-
ferent points in history for
the sake of political con-
venience. He argued that
compromises made in the
past weakened the collec-
tive spirit and that the na-

Calls Song Soul of Nation

tion now had the responsi-
bility to reclaim and
honour its authentic lega-
cy. He insisted that respect
for national symbols
should never be guided by
political calculations.

The Prime Minister
urged members of Parlia-
ment to use the occasion
not as a ritualistic anni-
versary, but as a moment
of renewed national com-
mitment. He said the ide-
als behind “Vande Mata-
ram” should inspire
India’s future journey in
areas such as self-reliance,
development, and social
harmony. He underlined
that unity, discipline, and
shared responsibility were
essential if the country
was to meet global
challenges.

The Opposition, howev-
er, pushed back strongly.
Several leaders argued
that the government was
using the debate to create
a charged political atmos-
phere ahead of important
state elections. They ac-
cused the ruling party of
trying to divert attention
from economic issues such
as inflation, unemploy-

ment, and pressure on
household budgets. Some
Opposition members also
warned against turning
cultural symbols into po-
litical tools, saying nation-
al heritage belonged to all
citizens and not to any one
party.

The debate witnessed
heated moments, with in-
terruptions and strong ex-
changes between the
Treasury and Opposition
benches. Despite the sharp
differences, several mem-
bers across party lines ac-
knowledged the historical
importance of “Vande Ma-
taram” and its role in
shaping the national im-
agination during the free-
dom struggle.

The special debate in
Parliament reflects the
broader national conversa-
tion about identity, history;,
and politics in a rapidly
changing India. As politi-
cal temperatures rise
ahead of key elections, the
renewed focus on “Vande
Mataram” highlights how
deeply national symbols
remain intertwined with
contemporary political
narratives.

Virat Kohli Invests 340 Crore, Begins New Chapter
for One8 Brand

Indian cricket superstar
Virat Kohli has taken a
major step in transform-
ing his lifestyle and athlei-
sure brand, One8, by in-
vesting %40 crore and
partnering with Indian
sportswear startup Agili-
tas Sports. The move
marks a strategic shift
from his previous associa-
tion with global sports-
wear brand Puma to be-
coming an equity
stakeholder in a home-
grown company, giving
him greater control over
the brand he co-founded.

Under the deal, Kohli
has acquired a 1.94 percent
stake in Agilitas through
compulsorily convertible
preference shares, ena-
bling him to have a direct
role in decision-making,
design, manufacturing,
marketing, and overall
strategic growth. The
partnership also positions
One8 as an independent
global brand under the
management of Agilitas,
which will be responsible
for scaling operations and
expanding its footprint in
both domestic and inter-
national markets.

One8, originally
launched in 2017 under
Puma, has been known for
its mix of sports perfor-
mance wear and casual
lifestyle apparel. With
Kohli’s investment and
Agilitas’s operational sup-
port, the brand is set to en-

ter a new phase aimed at
establishing itself as a ma-
jor player in the athleisure
and sportswear market.
Plans include refreshed
product lines, footwear ex-
pansions, and a stronger
presence in retail, e-com-
merce, and international
distribution channels.
Industry analysts say
the move reflects Kohli’s
long-term vision to own
and control his brand
rather than simply en-
dorsing a multinational
company. While his previ-
ous contract with Puma

was reportedly worth 3110
crore, and renewal offers
were estimated around
Z300 crore, Kohli chose to
invest in Agilitas to retain
strategic control and en-
sure his brand’s identity
aligns with his vision.
This decision highlights a
growing trend among ath-
letes and celebrities in In-
dia who prefer ownership
and equity over endorse-
ment fees alone, aiming
for sustainable brand
growth and global
recognition.

Agilitas Sports, founded

in 2023 by former Puma In-
dia executive Abhishek
Ganguly, operates as a full-
stack sportswear plat-
form. The startup handles
everything from manufac-
turing to distribution and
licensing, allowing brands
like One8 to leverage its
infrastructure and exper-
tise to scale efficiently.
Kohli’s association brings
not just capital, but signif-
icant brand value and
credibility, further boost-
ing the startup’s profile
and ambitions.

The partnership also

carries broader implica-
tions for India’s sports-
wear industry. With the
athleisure market rapidly
expanding, driven by ris-
ing fitness awareness and
lifestyle trends, domestic
brands are increasingly
competing with global gi-
ants. By backing a home-
grown venture, Kohli and
Agilitas aim to capture a
larger share of this grow-
ing market while offering
high-quality, performance-
driven products with a dis-
tinctly Indian identity.

Beyond commercial ob-
jectives, this move repre-
sents Kohli’s desire to
shape a lasting brand leg-
acy. By investing directly
and becoming a stakehold-
er, he has transitioned
from a brand ambassador
to a strategic owner, en-
suring that One8’s direc-
tion, values, and global ex-
pansion remain aligned
with his vision.

As One8 enters this new
chapter, the coming years
will reveal whether the
combination of celebrity
influence, homegrown in-
frastructure, and strategic
investment can propel it
into the top tier of global
sportswear brands. For
Kohli, this venture is not
only a business opportu-
nity but also a statement
of intent to create a sus-
tainable, globally recog-
nized Indian lifestyle
brand.
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Club Owners Flee After Deadly Goa

A major controversy
has erupted after the
owners of a popular
nightclub in Goa alleg-
edly fled the country
just hours after a devas-
tating fire at their venue
killed 25 people, trigger-
ing nationwide outrage
and raising serious
questions about safety

compliance and
accountability.
The tragic blaze broke

out late at night at a
crowded nightclub in
the northern part of
Goa. According to offi-
cials, the fire spread rap-
idly through the prem-
ises, trapping several
workers and guests in-
side. Most of the victims
reportedly died due to
suffocation as toxic
smoke filled the en-
closed areas, while oth-
ers suffered fatal burn
injuries. The sudden-
ness of the incident left
little time for evacua-
tion, turning a festive
evening into a scene of
chaos and horror.

Soon after the inci-
dent, police registered
criminal cases against
the club’s owners, man-
agement staff, and event
organisers on charges
related to negligence
and violation of safety
norms. Investigators re-
vealed that the estab-
lishment allegedly
lacked mandatory fire
safety clearances and
had insufficient emer-

gency exits. Early find-
ings also suggested that
the building structure
may not have been au-
thorised for high-capac-
ity commercial use.

What has shocked au-
thorities and the public
alike is the revelation
that the club’s owners
are believed to have
flown out of India with-
in hours of the incident.
Immigration records in-
dicated that they left the
country before police
could detain or question
them. Their sudden de-
parture has been widely
condemned as an at-
tempt to evade law en-
forcement and avoid re-
sponsibility for the
tragedy.

In response, law en-
forcement agencies have
issued lookout circulars
and alerted airports and
international authori-
ties to track their move-
ments. Efforts are un-
derway to secure their
return through interna-
tional legal cooperation.
Senior police officials
confirmed that extradi-
tion proceedings may be
initiated if the accused
do not return
voluntarily.

The Goa government
has ordered a high-level
magisterial inquiry into
the incident. Several lo-
cal officials have been
suspended for their al-
leged failure to properly
inspect the premises

and enforce safety regu-
lations. The building
has been sealed, and
similar venues across
the state are now being
inspected to prevent any
repeat of such a
disaster.

Families of the vic-
tims have demanded
swift justice and strict
punishment for those re-
sponsible. Survivors
and eyewitnesses de-
scribed harrowing
scenes of panic, blocked
exits, and overwhelming
smoke that made escape
nearly impossible. Many
questioned how such a
venue was allowed to op-
erate without basic fire
safety arrangements.

The tragedy has
sparked a broader de-
bate about lax enforce-
ment of safety rules in
nightlife and entertain-
ment venues, not just in
Goa but across the coun-
try. Public safety experts
have called for stricter
compliance checks, reg-
ular audits, and harsh
penalties for violations.

As investigations con-
tinue, the focus remains
on bringing the accused
to justice and ensuring
that accountability is
not avoided. The inci-
dent stands as a grim re-
minder of the conse-
quences of negligence
and the urgent need for
stronger oversight to
protect lives in public
spaces.

Congress Suspends Navjot Kaur Sidhu
After Controversial Remark

The Indian National
Congress has suspended
Navjot Kaur Sidhu, wife
of former Punjab Con-
gress president Navjot
Singh Sidhu, following a
major political backlash
over her controversial
public remarks. The de-
cision comes just days
after her statement
sparked outrage across
party circles and opposi-
tion parties.

The controversy
erupted when Navjot
Kaur Sidhu allegedly
claimed that becoming a
Chief Minister requires
a “suitcase of %500
crore.” The remark,
made during an interac-
tion with the media, was
seen as suggesting that
top political posts could
be obtained through
money rather than mer-
it. The statement quick-
ly went viral and trig-
gered sharp reactions
from rival political par-
ties, who accused the
Congress of openly ad-
mitting to corruption in
its ranks.

Reacting quickly to
the damage caused by
the comment, the Pun-
jab unit of the Congress
announced her suspen-
sion with immediate ef-
fect. Senior party lead-
ers said the remark had
caused serious harm to
the party’s reputation
and discipline, especial-
ly at a time when the
Congress is trying to re-
build its image and
strengthen its organisa-
tional structure in
Punjab.

Navjot Kaur Sidhu lat-
er issued a clarification,

saying that her words
had been misunder-
stood. She claimed she
never meant that such a
transaction actually
takes place, and insisted
that neither she nor her
husband had offered or
received money for any
political post. However,
the clarification did lit-
tle to calm the political
storm, as opposition
parties continued to tar-
get the Congress over
the statement.

The episode has once
again highlighted the in-
ternal tensions within
the Punjab Congress.
The Sidhu family has
been at the centre of sev-
eral political controver-
sies in recent years, and
this latest incident has
further strained rela-
tions between different
factions of the party.
Many senior leaders re-
portedly felt that such
public comments were
irresponsible and un-
dermined the party’s
fight against
corruption.

Political observers be-
lieve the suspension is

also a message by the
Congress high com-
mand that indiscipline
and public statements
damaging the party’s
image will not be toler-
ated. The party appears
keen to avoid giving its
rivals fresh ammuni-
tion, especially with fu-
ture electoral battles on
the horizon.

The controversy has
sparked a wider debate
about the influence of
money in politics and
the need for greater
transparency in politi-
cal appointments across
parties. While the Con-
gress has distanced it-
self from the remark,
the issue has reignited
discussions about politi-
cal funding and internal
democracy.

For now, Navjot Kaur
Sidhu remains suspend-
ed from the party, and
the incident stands as a
reminder of how a sin-
gle controversial com-
ment can trigger major
political consequences
in India’s highly com-
petitive political
landscape.
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Paramount Makes Rival Bidto  POWerful Earthquake Strikes Northern Japan,

Acquire Warner Bros Discovery

Paramount Skydance has launched
arival bid to acquire Warner Bros Dis-
covery, seeking to outmanoeuvre Net-
flix in its ongoing effort to purchase
the studio and streaming networks.
Backed by the billionaire Ellison fam-
ily, Paramount has offered sharehold-
ers $30 per share for the entirety of
Warner Bros, including its traditional
television networks, valuing the com-
pany at roughly $108.4 billion — high-
er than Netflix’s $83 billion proposal.

Paramount’s leadership claims the
offer is a “superior alternative” to Net-
flix’s deal, delivering more immediate
cash to shareholders and increasing
the likelihood of regulatory approval.
President Donald Trump has raised
potential competition concerns over
Netflix’s acquisition, suggesting the
merger might concentrate too much
power in the hands of a single
company.

The saga began months ago when
Paramount submitted initial offers to
purchase Warner Bros, prompting the
studio, home to HBO and iconic fran-
chises ranging from Looney Tunes to
Harry Potter, to open a formal bidding
process. Warner Bros initially select-
ed Netflix as the winning bidder, plan-
ning to spin off other parts of its busi-
ness, including CNN, into an
independent company as part of the
deal.

Paramount’s offer, which includes
the traditional television networks, is
designed to achieve greater scale and
potential cost savings. Larry Ellison,
whose family backs Paramount, criti-
cized Warner Bros’ spin-off plan, ar-
guing it would leave traditional net-
works struggling and undervalued,
potentially harming shareholders. He
suggested that Netflix’s takeover
would grant the streaming giant ex-
cessive influence over actors and in-
dustry players, calling it “a horrible
deal for Hollywood.”

Ellison also noted his “great conver-
sations” with former President Trump

regarding the bid, emphasizing that
competition concerns were being con-
sidered. Paramount’s bid is supported
by financial partners including Jared
Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law, accord-
ing to SEC filings. Analysts view Para-
mount as a strong suitor in part due to
these political connections, which
could ease regulatory scrutiny in both
the U.S. and Europe.

Market reactions to the bid were im-
mediate: Warner Bros shares rose
more than 6% in early trading, Para-
mount’s stock also gained, while Netf-
lix shares fell over 3%. Netflix, the
world’s largest streaming platform
with more than 300 million subscrib-
ers, expressed confidence in winning
regulatory approval and maintaining
its growth trajectory through the
acquisition.

Industry analysts note that Para-
mount’s bid is as much defensive as it
is strategic, aimed at preventing com-
petitors from obtaining Warner Bros’
vast content library and strengthen-
ing rival positions in the media land-
scape. More than 70% of U.S. HBO
Max subscribers also subscribe to Net-
flix, highlighting the competitive dy-
namics driving these corporate
manoeuvres.

Ben Barringer, head of technology
research at Quilter Cheviot, said
Paramount needs the deal more than
Netflix, describing it as essential for
Paramount to remain competitive in
an era dominated by scale-driven
streaming platforms. “Paramount
remains a legacy entertainment pro-
vider that lacks the scale required
for the modern age,” he said.

As the bidding war continues, the
outcome will reshape the media and
entertainment landscape, determin-
ing the control of one of Holly-
wood’s most valuable content librar-
ies and influencing the future
dynamics of streaming, traditional
television, and global media
competition.

A strong earthquake
struck off the northern
coast of Japan on Monday
evening, prompting tsuna-
mi warnings and immedi-
ate emergency responses
across the affected region.
The Japan Meteorological
Agency (JMA) initially re-
ported the tremor as mag-
nitude 7.2, later revised to
7.6, highlighting the inten-
sity of the seismic activity
beneath the Pacific Ocean.
The epicentre was located
off the coasts of Aomori
and Hokkaido prefectures,
at a depth of approximate-
1y 50 to 80 kilometres below
sea level.

The quake triggered a
tsunami alert for several
northern prefectures, in-
cluding Aomori, Hokkai-
do, and Iwate. Authorities
warned residents in coast-
al areas of possible sea-
level rises of up to three
meters and urged immedi-
ate evacuation to higher
ground. Ports and har-
bours in affected regions
recorded waves reaching
up to 40 centimetres, with
some towns experiencing
localized surges.

Emergency services re-
acted swiftly to the natural
disaster. Local govern-
ments ordered the evacua-
tion of vulnerable commu-
nities and suspended train
services to minimize risk
to passengers. In Aomori’s

TsunamiAlert Issued

Hachinohe town, several
injuries were reported at a
hotel when the tremors
shook buildings near the
coast. Authorities also con-
ducted safety inspections
of nuclear facilities, criti-
cal infrastructure, and
transportation networks
to ensure no additional
hazards had arisen from
the quake.

The earthquake has
brought back memories of
Japan’s vulnerability to
natural disasters, particu-
larly its history of devas-
tating tsunamis and seis-
mic events due to its
position along the Pacific
“Ring of Fire.” Past inci-
dents, including the 2011
Tohoku earthquake and

tsunami, have shaped the
nation’s comprehensive
disaster preparedness and
early-warning systems. In
the current event, these
systems allowed authori-
ties to issue warnings
quickly, helping residents
evacuate and potentially
preventing large-scale
casualties.

While coastal commu-
nities have been most di-
rectly affected, tremors
were felt in inland cities,
including Tokyo, al-
though no alerts were is-
sued for these regions. Of-
ficials continue to
monitor aftershocks,
which are common fol-
lowing a quake of this
magnitude. Disaster-re-

sponse teams have been
mobilized across affected
areas to provide medical
assistance, supplies, and
logistical support as
needed.

Authorities have
stressed the importance
of following official in-
structions and avoiding
low-lying areas until the
“all-clear” is issued.
Many ports remain
closed, and coastal travel
has been temporarily sus-
pended. Residents are be-
ing advised to remain vig-
ilant for aftershocks and
any further tsunami
warnings, as seismic ac-
tivity often occurs in clus-
ters following a major
earthquake.

Initial assessments indi-
cate no large-scale destruc-
tion or confirmed fatali-
ties, but damage surveys
are ongoing. Roads, build-
ings, and port facilities are
being inspected to deter-
mine the full impact.
Emergency shelters have
been prepared for resi-
dents displaced by evacua-
tion orders.

This earthquake serves
as a stark reminder of Ja-
pan’s exposure to seismic
hazards and the necessity
of robust disaster prepar-
edness measures. Authori-
ties continue to urge cau-
tion, emphasizing the
critical role of early-warn-
ing systems, community
readiness, and adherence
to safety advisories to pro-
tect lives and property.

As relief and assess-
ment operations continue,
Japanese officials remain
on high alert, coordinat-
ing with local govern-
ments, emergency teams,
and national agencies to
ensure that communities
receive the support they
need and that any poten-
tial secondary hazards,
such as tsunamis or struc-
tural collapses,
promptly addressed. The
nation remains on edge as
it monitors aftershocks
and evaluates the situation
in northern coastal
regions.

Deadly Clashes on Thai-Cambodia Border Force

are

Trump Administration to Deny Visas for
Fact Checkers and Content Moderators

Tensions flared once
again along the Thailand-
Cambodia border on Mon-
day, forcing thousands of
residents on both sides to
evacuate as fresh clashes
left at least five people
dead. Both nations have
blamed each other for ini-
tiating the violence, mark-
ing the most serious con-
frontation since a
ceasefire agreement was
reached in July.

Thailand’s Prime Min-
ister Anutin Charnvira-

kered by Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

In October, a formal
ceasefire ceremony was
held in Malaysia, with for-
mer U.S. President Donald
Trump present, where he
hailed the agreement as a
historic achievement.
However, just two weeks
later, Thailand suspended
parts of the agreement af-
ter two of its soldiers were
injured by a landmine
near the border. Cambo-
dia maintains that it re-
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border. Cambodia’s De-
fence ministry, however,
asserted that Thai forces
initiated the attack in
Preah Vihear province.
The Monday fighting re-

residents: whether to stay
in their villages amid in-
termittent gunfire or
evacuate in search of safe-
ty, knowing that either
choice carries risk. “If

were also reported at
schools in Cambodian
border provinces as par-
ents rushed to take their
children home.

This is not the first dis-

The Trump administration has an-
nounced a new visa policy targeting
individuals who have worked as fact-
checkers, content moderators, online-
safety officers, or in similar roles. Un-
der this directive, visa applications
may be denied if the applicant is
found to have been “responsible for, or
complicit in, censorship or attempted
censorship of protected speech in the
United States.”

The policy is expected to primarily
affect H 1B visa applicants, which in-
cludes many skilled workers from
countries such as India, but it also ap-
plies across other visa categories, in-
cluding work, student, and tourist vi-
sas. Visa officers will examine
applicants’ professional histories, so-
cial media activity, and public profiles
to determine involvement in roles
linked to content moderation, misin-
formation control, trust-and-safety
work, or fact-checking. Those deemed
to have engaged in such activities
could face outright denial of their visa
applications.

This policy could have a significant
impact on Indian professionals. India
supplies a large share of the global
tech workforce, and many Indians em-
ployed by multinational technology
companies work in content modera-
tion or trust-and-safety roles. Under
the new rules, such individuals could
be barred from working in the U.S.,
even if they meet all other eligibility
criteria.

The scope of the policy extends be-
yond H 1B visas. Students, journalists,
and even tourists with a history in
online-safety roles may be affected.
Critics have noted that the directive’s
broad definition of “censorship”
could lead to arbitrary visa denials,
conflating legitimate content modera-
tion with suppression of speech.

Civil liberties advocates have
warned that the visa crackdown
threatens free expression and under-
mines online safety efforts. Profes-

sionals in content moderation do not
censor speech but work to protect us-
ers from harmful or illegal material.
The policy, they argue, penalizes indi-
viduals performing essential safety
functions and may discourage skilled
professionals from entering the U.S.
workforce.

The tech industry is likely to feel the
effects of this policy. Companies de-
pendent on global trust-and-safety
teams could face staffing shortages or
increased costs if key personnel are
disqualified from U.S. employment.
Individuals currently abroad who
seek to travel or work in the United
States could experience uncertainty,
delays, or rejections solely based on
prior employment roles.

Looking ahead, the enforcement of
this policy may hinge on further clari-
fications from the U.S. government re-
garding the definitions of “censor-
ship” and “content moderation.”
Legal challenges may also arise, with
experts suggesting that penalizing
professionals who work to safeguard
online expression could conflict with
principles of free speech.

The new visa restrictions are ex-
pected to influence global tech migra-
tion patterns. Skilled workers may
seek employment in countries other
than the U.S., potentially reshaping
where content moderation and trust-
and-safety infrastructure are
concentrated.

In summary, the Trump adminis-
tration’s visa ban represents a sig-
nificant shift in U.S. immigration
and tech policy. It has far-reaching
implications for individuals who
have worked in content moderation
or fact-checking roles, particularly
in India, while posing challenges for
the tech industry in maintaining ad-
equate safety and moderation staff-
ing. The policy underscores the in-
tersection of immigration,
technology, and free speech in shap-
ing global workforce dynamics.

kul stressed that his coun-
try “never wanted
violence” but pledged to
use “necessary means to
preserve its sovereignty.”
Meanwhile, Cambodia’s
former leader Hun Sen ac-
cused Thai “invaders” of
provoking retaliation.
Since May, rising tensions
between the neighbours
have claimed over 40 lives,
disrupted daily life, and
prompted import bans
and travel restrictions.
The Thai army reported
responding to Cambodian
fire in Ubon Ratchathani
Province, including air
strikes along the disputed

portedly Kkilled at least one
Thai soldier and four
Cambodian civilians, leav-
ing about a dozen others
wounded.

Beyond the immediate
casualties, the border
clashes have taken a
heavy toll on children liv-
ing in affected areas. Thai
teacher Siksaka Pongsu-
wan highlighted the hid-
den victims of the con-
flict: children whose
education and daily rou-
tines are repeatedly inter-
rupted. Nearly 650 schools
across five Thai provinces
were ordered to close on
Monday for safety rea-
sons, while chaotic scenes

ruption for children in the
region. In July, during
critical examinations, five
days of intense fighting
forced schools to shift to
online classes, a solution
that was not accessible to
all students due to limited
internet access and inad-
equate distribution of dig-
ital devices. Social media
posts from Cambodian
journalist Mech Dara de-
picted children fleeing
schools and eating meals
in underground bunkers,
highlighting the profound
psychological impact of
the ongoing conflict.
Pongsuwan described
the dilemma faced by local

you ask whether we’re
scared, yes we are...
Should we leave? Will it
really be safer? Or should
we stay?” he said.

The current flare-up is
part of a century-old ter-
ritorial dispute over an
800-kilometer border that
has roots dating back to
the French colonial period
in Cambodia. The conflict
escalated in July when
Cambodian forces
launched a rocket barrage
into Thailand, prompting
Thai air strikes. Follow-
ing days of fighting, the
countries agreed to an
“immediate and uncondi-
tional ceasefire,” bro-

mains committed to the
ceasefire, while the cycle
of violence continues to
threaten lives and disrupt
communities along the
contested border.

As the latest clashes
demonstrate, resolving
the long-standing border
dispute remains a com-
plex challenge, with civil-
ians — particularly chil-
dren — bearing the brunt
of the conflict. The situa-
tion underscores the ur-
gent need for renewed dia-
logue and robust
mechanisms to protect
vulnerable populations
amid ongoing tensions.

Europe Faces Dual Challenges: Ukraine Summit Highlights Divisions, Greek

European leaders con-
vened in London on Mon-
day for a high-stakes sum-
mit with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, seeking to map
out a path toward peace
and reconstruction for
Ukraine amid ongoing
conflict with Russia. The
meeting brought together
Ukrainian and European
leaders, including the
United Kingdom’s Prime
Minister Keir Starmer,
France’s President Emma-
nuel Macron, and Germa-
ny’s Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, aiming to unify Eu-
rope’s approach to sup-
porting Ukraine. However,
sharp differences emerged
over a U.S.-backed peace
proposal, revealing under-
lying tensions within the
bloc.

While all parties reaf-
firmed their support for
UKkraine, disagreements
surfaced regarding the
terms of the proposed
peace plan. Chancellor
Merz expressed scepticism
about several aspects,
warning that certain
clauses could compromise

Farmers Protest

European unity and risk
Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity. President Macron,
meanwhile, stressed that
Europe still holds leverage
and must use it strategi-
cally, advocating a balance
between diplomatic pres-
sure on Russia and the re-
construction of Ukraine.
President Zelenskyy em-
phasized Kyiv’s commit-
ment to safeguarding its
territory and sovereignty
but acknowledged that
consensus among Europe-
an allies remained
elusive.

Following the summit,
Zelenskyy is scheduled to
travel to Brussels for addi-
tional talks with EU and
NATO officials, underscor-
ing the importance of Eu-
ropean support in security
guarantees, humanitarian
aid, and reconstruction.
Observers note that the di-
vided response to the U.S.
peace plan highlights the
challenges Europe faces in
coordinating a unified ap-
proach to the ongoing war
while managing internal
political and economic
pressures. Simultaneously;,

Europe is grappling with
domestic unrest. In
Greece, frustrated farmers
staged a dramatic protest
at Crete International Air-
port, blocking runways
and vandalizing police ve-
hicles over delayed Euro-
pean Union subsidies. The
demonstrations forced the
cancellation of multiple
flights, causing significant
disruption for travelers
and businesses. Farmers
cited rising input costs
and bureaucratic delays as
the cause of their protests,
demanding immediate
government intervention
and timely disbursement
of financial support. The
Greek government has re-
sponded by calling for dia-
logue while warning that
continued disruption
would not be tolerated. Au-
thorities are coordinating
with law enforcement to
restore order and main-
tain essential services, em-
phasizing that the safety
of citizens and the func-
tioning of critical infra-
structure are priorities.
The protests highlight the
mounting economic and

social pressures facing Eu-
ropean nations, particu-
larly as inflation, energy
costs, and policy delays af-
fect vulnerable
communities.

The twin developments
— the Ukraine summit and
Greek farmers’ unrest —
illustrate the multiple cri-
ses Europe must manage
simultaneously. While Eu-
ropean leaders work to
sustain international soli-
darity in the face of war,
domestic economic and so-
cial challenges are testing
their governance and resil-
ience. The situation under-
scores the difficulty of bal-
ancing foreign policy
priorities with internal
stability, especially as pub-
lic patience grows thin
amid economic strain.

For Ukraine, European
divisions could complicate
reconstruction efforts and
delay security guarantees,
potentially affecting the
long-term trajectory of the
conflict. In Greece, the pro-
tests serve as a stark re-
minder that economic
stress can quickly escalate
into disruptive civil ac-

tion, with potential ripple
effects on tourism, trade,
and public confidence in
government institutions.

As Europe navigates
these overlapping crises,
the coming weeks will be
critical in determining
whether political cohesion
and effective crisis man-
agement can be main-
tained. Leaders must rec-
oncile differences, address
citizen concerns, and up-
hold regional stability, all
while ensuring that Eu-
rope continues to play a
credible role in global di-
plomacy and humanitari-
an assistance. The out-
comes of these challenges
will shape both the conti-
nent’s internal cohesion
and its international
standing for years to come.
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Finance Ministry Confirms No DA-Basic Pay

=

The Ministry of Finance
has officially clarified that
there are no plans to merge
Dearness Allowance (DA)
or Dearness Relief (DR)
with basic pay under the 8th
Central Pay Commission
(8th CPC). This clarification
comes amid speculation
and rising expectations
among central government
employees and pensioners
that the DA, which has ris-
en steadily over the years,
might be merged with basic
pay to enhance salaries and
pensions.

In a written reply to Par-
liament on 1 December 2025,
the Minister of State for Fi-
nance, Pankaj Chaudhary,

Merg

stated that there is “no pro-
posal regarding merger of
the existing dearness allow-
ance with the basic pay” un-
der consideration at pre-
sent. The statement has put
to rest rumors that a signifi-
cant portion of employees’
pay would be restructured
by merging DA with basic
pay, which had become a re-
curring demand among em-
ployee unions as DA levels
reached more than 58 per-
cent of the basic salary.
Dearness Allowance and
Dearness Relief are de-
signed to protect central
government employees and
pensioners from inflation.
DA is a cost-of-living adjust-

er Under 8th
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ment that is revised twice a
year based on the Consum-
er Price Index. Similarly,
DR is paid to pensioners,
ensuring that retirees re-
ceive an adjustment that
maintains the real value of
their pension. The merger
of DA with basic pay would
not only raise monthly sala-
ries and pensions but would
also have cascading effects
on allowances, benefits, and
pension calculations, which
are linked to basic pay. Such
a move would involve sig-
nificant budgetary implica-
tions for the government.
The clarification by the
Finance Ministry indicates
that, for now, the existing
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structure of separate basic
pay and DA will continue.
This means that allowances
calculated as a percentage
of basic pay, such as house
rent allowance (HRA) and
travel allowance (TA), will
remain unaffected by DA re-
visions. Similarly, pension
calculations for retired em-
ployees will continue to fol-
low the current norms with-
out incorporating DA into
the basic pension amount.
The government has em-
phasized that any changes
to the pay structure will be
formally announced, and
until then, employees and
pensioners should continue
to follow the existing
system.

The 8th Pay Commission,
tasked with reviewing and
recommending improve-
ments to the pay structure
of central government em-
ployees, will continue to
evaluate overall compensa-
tion, allowances, and bene-
fits. However, the Terms of
Reference (ToR) for the com-
mission do not currently in-
clude a proposal to merge
DA with basic pay. This de-
cision provides clarity for
employees who had been
awaiting possible changes,
enabling them to plan their
finances and expectations
accordingly.

While the DA continues
to rise in response to infla-

Commission

tion, its separate disburse-
ment ensures that employ-
ees and pensioners receive
timely adjustments to cope
with rising prices. Merging
DA with basic pay could
have resulted in higher sala-
ries but would have also in-
creased the financial bur-
den on the government and
affected other linked bene-
fits. The Finance Ministry’s
statement underscores that
the government remains
committed to maintaining a
clear and predictable pay
structure while ensuring
that employees are ade-
quately compensated for in-
flationary pressures.

In conclusion, central
government employees and
pensioners will continue to
receive DA and DR sepa-
rately from basic pay under
the 8th Pay Commission.
While discussions around
pay revision continue, there
is no current proposal to
merge DA into basic pay.
Employees and pensioners
are advised to continue fol-
lowing the existing frame-
work for salaries and pen-
sions, as allowances and
benefits tied to basic pay
will remain unchanged.
The government’s clarifica-
tion ensures stability and
transparency in the pay sys-
tem, even as the 8th Pay
Commission works on over-
all compensation reforms.

Starlink Reveals Subscription Price for India, Targets
Rural Connectivity

Satellite-based internet
service provider Starlink
has officially revealed its
subscription pricing for the
Indian market, marking a
major step toward the com-
mercial launch of high-
speed satellite internet in
the country. The announce-
ment has generated strong
interest, especially among
users in rural and remote
regions where traditional
broadband connectivity re-
mains unreliable or com-
pletely unavailable.

According to the details
shared, Starlink’s residen-
tial internet plan in India
will cost approximately
8,600 per month. In addi-
tion to the monthly fee, cus-
tomers will be required to
pay a one-time hardware
and installation charge of
around 34,000. This equip-
ment includes a satellite
dish, mounting bracket,
router, cables, and power
supply that are essential for
connecting to the low-earth
orbit satellite network.

The service promises un-
limited data usage, remov-
ing concerns about data
caps or speed throttling
that are common with some
conventional broadband

and mobile internet plans.
One of Starlink’s key sell-
ing points is its ability to
provide high-speed and low-
latency internet even in
geographically challenging
areas such as mountains,
forests, deserts, and remote
villages. The company
claims that its satellite net-
work can deliver consistent
connectivity with uptime
of more than 99 percent,
even during adverse weath-
er conditions.

Starlink’s entry into In-
dia comes at a time when
the country is seeing rapid
digital growth, with in-
creasing dependence on on-
line education, remote
work, digital payments, and
e-commerce. However, large
parts of rural and semi-ur-
ban India still suffer from
patchy or slow internet ac-
cess due to the high cost of
laying fiber-optic cables or
building mobile towers in
difficult terrain. Satellite
internet services like Star-
link aim to bridge this digi-
tal divide by delivering in-
ternet directly from space
to users’ homes and
offices.

Despite the technological
promise, the pricing has

raised questions about af-
fordability. Compared to ex-
isting fiber and mobile data
plans in urban India, Star-
link’s monthly charges are
significantly higher. This
means the service is likely
to attract a niche user base
initially, including people
living in remote areas, pro-
fessionals who require sta-
ble internet for work, and
businesses operating in lo-
cations with poor connec-
tivity. For many average ur-
ban households, the high
cost may make traditional
broadband and 4G/5G ser-
vices a more practical
option.

The company has also an-
nounced a 30-day trial peri-
od for new users, allowing
customers to test the ser-
vice before fully commit-
ting. This move is expected
to help build trust and dem-
onstrate the performance
of satellite-based internet
in real-world Indian condi-
tions. Industry experts be-
lieve that as the satellite
network expands and more
users come on board, prices
could gradually become
more competitive in the
future.

Starlink has not yet dis-
closed pricing details for
business or enterprise-level

plans in India. Further an-
nouncements are expected
in the coming months as
the company completes reg-
ulatory approvals and final-
izes its rollout strategy.

Overall, Starlink’s pric-
ing announcement marks
an important milestone in
India’s digital journey.
While the service may not
replace traditional broad-
band in cities anytime
soon, it has the potential to
transform connectivity in
rural and underserved re-
gions, bringing reliable
high-speed internet to are-
as that have long remained
off the digital grid.

Public Sector Banks Write Off 36 Lakh Crore in Bad Loans,
Government Informs Parliament

India’s public sector
banks (PSBs) have written
off bad loans worth more
than 6 lakh crore over the
past five and a half years,
the government informed
Parliament, highlighting
the scale of the clean-up ex-
ercise undertaken to
strengthen the banking
system.

According to official data
shared by the Ministry of
Finance, PSBs wrote off
around 6.15 lakh crore in

e

i

non-performing assets
(NPAs) between the finan-
cial years 2020-21 and 2025—
26 (up to September 30,
2025). The government clar-
ified that these write-offs
are an accounting practice
and do not mean that the
loans have been waived.
Borrowers remain legally
liable to repay their dues,
and banks continue to pur-
sue recovery through legal
and institutional
channels.

-

The write-off process al-
lows banks to remove long-
pending bad loans from
their balance sheets after
making full provisions
against them. This helps
banks present a more accu-
rate picture of their finan-
cial health and frees up
capital for fresh lending.
Officials emphasized that
recovery measures remain
active under various laws,
including proceedings
through debt recovery tri-

bunals, asset seizures, and
insolvency processes.

Over the years, public
sector banks have faced
mounting stress due to
large corporate defaults,
infrastructure project de-
lays, and economic slow-
downs. To address the prob-
lem, the government and
the Reserve Bank of India
have pushed banks to rec-
ognize stressed assets early
and clean up their balance
sheets. The large-scale
write-offs reflect this strat-
egy of resolvinglegacy bad
loans rather than allowing
them to remain indefinite-
ly on books.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment highlighted that
PSBs have strengthened
their financial position by
raising funds from the mar-
ket and improving internal
controls and credit apprais-
al systems. This has helped
reduce the overall ratio of
bad loans in the banking
system and restore confi-
dence in public sector
banks.

However, the high value
of write-offs has sparked

debate about borrower ac-
countability and the im-
pact on public finances.
Critics argue that repeated
write-offs could create mor-
al hazard if defaulters are
not held responsible. The
government insisted that
strict monitoring and re-
covery efforts are in place
to ensure that wilful de-
faulters face legal
consequences.

Experts believe that
while write-offs are neces-
sary for banking sector sta-
bility, long-term reforms
are equally important.
Strengthening credit risk
management, improving
project appraisal, and fast-
er resolution of stressed as-
sets are seen as key to pre-
venting a repeat of such
large-scale loan problems
in the future.

The disclosure under-
scores the challenges faced
by India’s banking sector
and the continued efforts to
balance financial stability
with accountability, as
banks work toward health-
ier balance sheets and sus-
tainable credit growth.
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SBI Home Loan Portfolio Crosses 39 Lakh
Crore, Sets New Banking Milestone

The State Bank of India (SBI)
has achieved a major milestone in
the housing finance sector, with
its home loan portfolio crossing
the %9 lakh crore mark. This land-
mark achievement highlights the
strong and sustained demand for
housing loans across the country
and underlines SBI’s dominant
position in India’s mortgage
market.

Bank officials said the mile-
stone reflects robust growth in
the retail lending segment, driven
by rising urbanization, increas-
ing preference for home owner-
ship, and improved access to af-
fordable credit. Over the past few
years, low and stable interest
rates, along with government-
backed housing initiatives, have
supported the steady expansion
of home loan demand.

Alongside the growth in its
mortgage book, SBI has raised its
overall credit growth outlook for
the current financial year to
around 14 percent. The bank ex-
pects this growth to be primarily
driven by the Retail, Agriculture,
and MSME (RAM) segments,
which together form the back-
bone of its loan portfolio. Retail
loans, especially housing finance,
continue to be a key growth en-
gine, while agricultural and
MSME lending have also shown
healthy momentum.

SBI has pointed out that the
banking system is currently wit-
nessing improved asset quality,
better credit discipline, and
stronger risk management prac-
tices. These factors have helped
banks expand their loan books
more confidently, with lower lev-
els of fresh stress compared to
previous years. The strong per-
formance of the home loan seg-

ment has been a crucial factor in
stabilizing and strengthening
SBI’s overall balance sheet.

The rise in SBI’s home loan
book also reflects broader trends
in India’s real estate sector. Resi-
dential property sales have re-
mained resilient, supported by
rising middle-class incomes, in-
creased demand in tier-2 and tier-
3 cities, and improved project
completion timelines by develop-
ers. Easy availability of digital
banking services and faster loan
processing have further boosted
customer confidence.

Experts believe that SBI's mas-
sive home loan portfolio will play
a critical role in driving future
economic growth. Housing fi-
nance not only supports individ-
ual home ownership but also fu-
els activity across industries
such as cement, steel, construc-
tion, and home furnishings, cre-
ating a multiplier effect on the
economy.

At the same time, SBI remains
confident about managing risks
associated with rapid loan
growth. The bank has maintained
strong capital adequacy ratios,
providing it with sufficient buff-
ers to fund future expansion with-
out immediate need for addition-
al capital. It has also strengthened
its digital infrastructure to han-
dle higher volumes of loan appli-
cations and customer servicing.

The crossing of the %9 lakh
crore mark in home loans is seen
as a significant achievement for
SBI and a positive indicator for
India’s banking and housing sec-
tors. As demand for housing con-
tinues to rise, SBI is expected to
remain at the forefront of ex-
panding access to affordable
home finance across the country.

Rupee Slips to 90.09 Against Dollar as Global

~ay

The Indian rupee weakened
further in the foreign exchange
market, closing at ¥90.09 against
the US dollar after falling by 14
paise in a single trading session.
The decline reflects a mix of
global uncertainties and domes-
tic demand for foreign currency,
highlighting the growing pres-
sure on emerging market curren-
cies in an increasingly volatile
global environment.

Market participants said the
rupee remained under pressure
throughout the day as importer
demand for dollars stayed strong,
particularly from oil marketing
companies and firms dependent
on imported raw materials. In-
dia’s heavy dependence on crude
oil imports makes the currency
especially sensitive to fluctua-
tions in global oil prices, and ris-
ing energy costs tend to increase
the country’s demand for dollars,
weakening the local currency.

In addition to import-driven
demand, continued outflows by
foreign institutional investors
added to the negative sentiment.
Global investors have been trim-
ming their exposure to emerging
markets as they seek safer assets
amid concerns over global eco-
nomic growth, geopolitical ten-
sions, and uncertainty around
future interest rate policies in
major economies. These outflows
reduce the supply of dollars in
the domestic market, putting fur-
ther pressure on the rupee.

The weakening of the rupee
has broader implications for the
Indian economy. A softer curren-
cy makes imports more expen-
sive, which can lead to higher
prices for fuel, electronics, ferti-
lizers, and industrial inputs.
This, in turn, can add to infla-
tionary pressures at a time when
households are already coping
with rising costs of living. Busi-
nesses that rely heavily on im-
ported components may also face
higher operating costs, which

and Domestic Pressures Weigh on Currency

could be passed on to
consumers.

However, the weaker rupee is
not without its benefits. Export-
oriented sectors such as informa-
tion technology, pharmaceuti-
cals, textiles, and engineering
goods stand to gain, as their for-
eign earnings translate into
higher revenues in rupee terms.
Remittances from Indians work-
ing overseas also become more
valuable when converted into do-
mestic currency, offering some
relief to recipient households.

Currency analysts believe the
rupee’s movement is also linked
to the global strength of the US
dollar, which has been buoyed by
expectations that the US central
bank may keep interest rates el-
evated for longer than previously
expected. A stronger dollar typi-
cally weighs on other curren-
cies, particularly those of devel-
oping economies that are more
vulnerable to capital flow
reversals.

Looking ahead, the direction
of the rupee is likely to be influ-
enced by several key factors, in-
cluding global crude oil prices,
foreign investment flows, and
any possible intervention by the
Reserve Bank of India to curb
excessive volatility. While the
central bank has substantial for-
eign exchange reserves to man-
age sharp movements, it gener-
ally allows the market to
determine the currency’s value
within a broad range.

For now, the rupee’s fall to the
90 level against the dollar is be-
ing closely watched by policy-
makers, businesses, and inves-
tors. Any further sharp
depreciation could amplify infla-
tion risks and increase the cost
of servicing foreign debt, while
a period of stability would help
restore confidence. As global
economic signals remain mixed,
the rupee is expected to remain
volatile in the near term.
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Meta Buys Limitless — Your Necklace
Might Soon Be Smarter Than You

00O Meta

Meta, the company for-
merly known for Face-
book and now obsessed
with AI and wearables,
has quietly acquired
Limitless, a startup that
makes Al-powered wear-
able pendants. Yes, those
little gadgets that hang
around your neck and
take notes on your life.
And yes, your next piece
of jewelry might soon
know more about your
day than your best friend.

Limitless made waves
with its pendant-style
wearable that records
nearby conversations,
transcribes them, and
summarizes them
through an app. Think of
it as a wearable secretary
who never sleeps, never
complains, and never
asks for coffee — but also
never forgets anything
you say. Meta’s acquisi-
tion isn’t just a buyout;
it’s a power move in the
Al-wearable chess game.
With Limitless now part
of the Meta fold, we
might be edging closer to
a world where our acces-
sories know more about
us than we do.

The startup will stop
selling new pendants, but
existing users will get
one more year of support
— plus a free subscrip-
tion upgrade. It’s a gener-
ous send-off, but it also
signals Meta’s intent: the
technology is being fold-
ed into something bigger.
Imagine Limitless tech
built into future Meta

smart glasses, earbuds,
or even clothing. Your Al
assistant won’t just live
in a phone anymore; it
will be ambient, always
on, and maybe even whis-
pering helpful (or judg-
mental) suggestions di-
rectly to your ear.

Why did Meta snap up
Limitless? The company
is pivoting from its
metaverse-first ambi-
tions to “personal super-
intelligence” — a polite
way of saying: we want
Al everywhere, quietly
helping you navigate life.
Ambient AI that moni-
tors, transcribes, and
summarizes reality could
be the next big step.
Phones and laptops may
soon feel quaint com-
pared to necklaces, glass-
es, and earbuds that do
your remembering for
you.

But before you start
imagining a world
straight out of sci-fi,
there are caveats. Al-
ways-on recording
brings privacy questions
louder than a dropped
smartphone. Who hears
what, where is the data
stored, and who gets ac-
cess? Meta will need to
navigate a labyrinth of
legal and ethical chal-
lenges if this tech is go-
ing mainstream. For
now, think of it as a peek
into a slightly unnerv-
ing, highly convenient
future.

The fun part is imagin-
ing daily life in a world

with wearable ATl memo-
ry assistants. Meetings
could be automatically
summarized, personal
notes created without
lifting a pen, and life’s
little forgotten details
cataloged with machine
precision. Birthday
names remembered,
shopping lists auto-up-
dated, and your part-
ner’s subtle hints never
lost to the void again. On
the flip side, your AI as-
sistant might silently
judge you for skipping
workouts or binge-
watching too many
shows.

Meta’s acquisition of
Limitless may be small
in price but huge in im-
plication. It signals a fu-
ture where wearables
aren’t just tech accesso-
ries; they’re personal
aides, memory banks,
and maybe even compan-
ions. The line between
human memory and ma-
chine memory is getting
blurrier, and Meta is po-
sitioning itself at the
center of it all.

In short, your next
necklace, pendant, or
pair of smart glasses
might not just comple-
ment your outfit — it
might outsmart you, or-
ganize your life, and qui-
etly keep arecord of eve-
ry conversation.
Limitless is aptly named,
because with Meta in
charge, your Al assistant
is about to get a lot
more... limitless.

Jolla Phone: The Scandinavian
Smartphone That Says “l Do Things

In a world where smart-
phones compete to be big-
ger, faster, flashier, and
more addictive than ever,
the Jolla Phone sneaks in
like a Nordic rebel say-
ing, “Hey, maybe you
don’t need all that.”
Launched in December
2025, this minimalist, pri-
vacy-first handset is less
about flexing specs and
more about giving users
control. Yes, control —
the thing most modern
phones quietly steal from
you.

At first glance, it
looks... almost normal. A
6.36-inch AMOLED dis-
play with Full HD resolu-
tion, Gorilla Glass, and a
side-mounted fingerprint
sensor. But the magic be-
gins when you start ex-
ploring the subtleties.
The back cover pops off.
The battery pops out. You
can replace it yourself.
There’s even a physical
privacy switch that cuts
power to the microphone,
camera, Bluetooth, or all
Android apps. Imagine
waving a wand and say-
ing, “Not today, Big
Tech.” That’s Jolla in a
nutshell: functional, un-
flashy, and quietly
rebellious.

Under the hood, it’s not
a slouch. A MediaTek 5G
chipset paired with 12 GB
RAM and 256 GB storage
(expandable to a whop-
ping 2 TB via microSD)
makes it powerful enough
for heavy multitasking,
streaming, and gaming —
if you’re into that kind of
thing. The dual-camera
setup (50 MP main + 13
MP ultra-wide) doesn’t
scream flagship ego, but

Differently”

it gets the job done ele-
gantly, proving you don’t
need 10 cameras to take a
good photo.

The real kicker? It runs
Sailfish OS 5, a Linux-
based operating system
that promises privacy
and freedom. No track-
ers, no forced ads, no cor-
porate surveillance... un-
less you decide to install
Android apps via the
compatibility layer. In a
market dominated by iOS
and Android, this is a
breath of fresh, slightly
rebellious Scandinavian
air. It’s a smartphone for
people who think phones
shouldn’t control your
life.

The Jolla Phone’s pric-
ing and pre-order model
are just as unconvention-
al. You place a 99 deposit,
and if the order target of
2,000 units is met, produc-
tion begins. Early adop-
ters pay around 499
(~ 52,400), and retail pric-
ing might reach 699
(~ 73,000). It’s less about
instant gratification and
more about intentional
tech ownership — a con-
cept that seems almost
quaint in 2025.

What makes Jolla truly

offbeat isn’t just the OS,
hardware, or pre-order
approach. It’s the philoso-
phy. In a world obsessed
with speed, flashy cam-
eras, and Al assistants
that monitor your every
move, Jolla offers some-
thing almost revolution-
ary: a phone that listens
only when you allow it,
forgets when you want,
and lets you decide what
happens. It’s the anti-
smartphone smart
device.

Imagine walking down
the streets of Vijayawada
with a Jolla Phone in
your pocket. No constant
notifications, no tracking
pop-ups, just the quiet
hum of technology doing
what you asked — and
nothing more. It’s like
sipping black coffee in a
noisy café: simple, disci-
plined, and strangely
satisfying.

The Jolla Phone isn’t
for everyone, but for
those who crave autono-
my, privacy, and a device
that respects boundaries,
it’s a small slice of digital
rebellion wrapped in
Scandinavian minimal-
ism. In 2025, that alone
makes it remarkable.

OFF BEAT

Elon Musk has done it
again. With a cryptic
tweet and a casual “three
or four weeks” timeline,
he has teased the world
with the upcoming Grok
4.20 — the latest evolu-
tion of his xAl-powered
artificial intelligence.
For casual users, it’s just
another AI update. For
tech enthusiasts and sci-
fi dreamers, it’s a chance
to watch an Al potential-
ly grow a personality
while quietly taking
over tasks you didn’t
know needed handling.

So what is Grok 4.20?
According to early re-
ports and testing in Al-
pha Arena, a stock-mar-
ket simulation
environment, this ver-
sion is more than a chat-
bot. In simulations, it
reportedly turned a vir-
tual $10,000 into a 12 per-
cent profit in just two
weeks. That may not
sound world-shattering,
but consider this: an Al
that can analyze, adapt,
and outperform many
human participants in
real-time decision-mak-
ing is a sign that it’s
moving beyond simple
text responses. Essen-
tially, your next AI com-
panion might not just
answer questions — it
could reason, plan, and
suggest smarter choices
in everyday life.

Grok 4.20 is rumored
to have faster process-
ing, better real-world
reasoning, and improved
context awareness. This
means it could help you

summarize evolving
news, crunch numbers,
or even provide insights
into complex problems.
In short, it’s designed to
feel less like a tool and
more like an unusually
intelligent friend — one
who never sleeps, never
judges (well, maybe a lit-
tle), and always has an
opinion about your
investments.

Elon Musk’s timeline
is famously vague.
“Three or four weeks”
could mean late Decem-
ber 2025 or early Janu-
ary 2026, depending on
whether you trust the
calendar or the chaotic
nature of tech rollouts.
Given Musk’s track re-
cord, the launch will
likely be low-key, possi-
bly slipping into public

beta before anyone fully
expects it. Early adop-
ters may get a glimpse
of its abilities, while the
rest of us will watch so-
cial media speculate,
share memes, and collec-
tively overestimate what
it can do — as usual with
Musk announcements.
But let’s talk possibili-
ties. Grok 4.20 could
mark a shift in how Al
integrates with daily
life. If it truly combines
speed, reasoning, and
cross-platform adapta-
bility, it could become
more than a research
project. Imagine a digi-
tal assistant that moni-
tors multiple data
streams, predicts trends,
and even nudges you to-
ward better decisions —
from your finances to
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Grok 4.20: Elon Musk’s Al Gets a Brain Upgrade

your personal calendar.
On the flip side, a slight-
ly mischievous Grok
could start offering un-
solicited advice or ques-
tioning your lifestyle
choices in ways both
helpful and slightly
unnerving.

Of course, there are
risks. Al bias, safety, and
reliability remain major
considerations. Just be-
cause Grok succeeds in
simulations doesn’t
mean it’s infallible in
the messy, unpredictable
real world. Users should
be ready for quirks, un-
expected behavior, and
the occasional glitch —
the hallmark of beta
software.

Still, the excitement is
undeniable. Grok 4.20
isn’t merely a software

update; it’s a glimpse
into a future where Al
isn’t just reactive, but
actively thoughtful. It
teases the line between a
tool and a partner, a
helper and a sidekick,
and maybe even a friend
who critiques your life
choices with dry
humor.

In the coming weeks,
as the beta rolls out, tech
enthusiasts, developers,
and curious users alike
will get a front-row seat
to see whether Grok 4.20
is the next step in Al
evolution — or just an-
other Musk sized tease.
Either way, one thing is
clear: your next AI com-
panion may be a little
smarter, a little faster,
and a lot more opinion-
ated than ever before.

Xiaomi 17: The Flagship That Could Outrun Your
Coffee Addiction

If 2025 has taught us
anything, it’s that smart-
phone companies are in
a subtle arms race: who
can stuff the most cut-
ting-edge hardware into
a hand-sized slab while
still making it look like
art? Enter the Xiaomi 17,
the global variant that
just flexed on Geekbench
and may soon make its
way to India — possibly
faster than your Wi-Fi
can handle a Netflix
binge.

The Geekbench listing
revealed a few key se-
crets: the Xiaomi 17 is
powered by the Snap-
dragon 8 Elite Gen 5
chipset, paired with at
least 12 GB of RAM.
That’s enough firepower
to run multiple apps,
stream ultra-HD movies,
and maybe even simu-
late a small universe —
all while you pretend
you’re only checking
emails. Android 16 runs
the show, draped in Xi-
aomi’s HyperOS 3, mak-
ing everything look
sleek, snappy, and
strangely satisfying.

But the real star here
isn’t just raw processing
speed. It’s the 7,000 mAh
battery, a number that
almost makes you want

to whisper “blessed” in a
reverent tone. Paired
with 100 W wired charg-
ing, wireless charging,
and reverse charging ca-
pabilities, this phone is
basically a portable pow-
er station disguised as a
futuristic gadget. You
could theoretically binge
three seasons of a show,
stream music while com-
muting, and still have
battery left for late-night
doomscrolling.

Display? Oh, it’s a 6.3-
inch OLED with 1.5K
resolution and 120 Hz re-
fresh rate, designed to

make everything — from
TikTok videos to spread-
sheet scrolling — feel ab-
surdly smooth. Coupled
with ultra-narrow bezels
and peak brightness of
3500 nits, it’s basically
like staring into a tiny
sun that only cares about
your entertainment.
Camera enthusiasts,
rejoice: the Xiaomi 17
carries three 50 MP Lei-
ca-tuned rear cameras
and a 50 MP front shoot-
er. Yes, you’ll probably
take fewer blurry shots
and more “how did I
even take this perfectly

in focus?” moments.
Zoom in, crop, filter —
the phone’s optics will
likely make your friends
wonder if you secretly
hired a professional
photographer.
Geekbench leaks sug-
gest that the global
launch is imminent, po-
tentially in January
2026, with India not far
behind. This could shake
up the premium seg-
ment, offering specs that
rival — and sometimes
outperform — other flag-
ship phones, at a price
that might just make

sense. Xiaomi is clearly
aiming to give the com-
petition a polite nudge
and say, “Catch us if you
can.”

And here’s the fun
part: in a world where
every brand brags about
cameras, processors, or
batteries, the Xiaomi 17
manages to combine all
three without feeling
like overkill. It’s the
phone equivalent of a
caffeine-fueled overa-
chiever — brilliant, fast,
and slightly intimidat-
ing, but ultimately
charming if you can
handle the energy.

For India, the arrival
of the global Xiaomi 17
means early adopters in
metro cities and smaller
towns alike could snag a
phone that is not only
future-proofed but also
absurdly capable. Flag-
ship fever is real, and Xi-
aomi 17 seems ready to
make it contagious.

In short, the Xiaomi 17
isn’t just another phone;
it’s a little slab of hyper-
engineering that dares
you to push it to the lim-
it. Gaming, photography,
work, or just showing
off — it might outlast
your expectations, and
certainly your coffee.

Samsung’s One Ul 8.5 Beta: A Rollercoaster for Your Galaxy S25

Samsung users, brace
yourselves. The tech gi-
ant has unleashed its One
UI 8.5 beta, and it’s turn-
ing phones into some-
thing that feels part
smartphone, part sci-fi
gadget. This isn’t just an-
other “software update”
— it’s a peek into what
your Galaxy S25 could be-
come if it had a
personality.

First off, there’s Photo
Assist, which seems less
like a tool and more like a
tiny, bossy Al photogra-
pherliving in your phone.
It lets you make edits,
generate images, and ba-
sically play with photos
without having to save
each step. Imagine it as
your personal creative as-
sistant that never
complains.

Next up: sharing on
steroids. Samsung’s
cranked up multi-device
connectivity. Phones, tab-
lets, PCs, even TVs —
they all now talk to each

other like an overachiev-
ing group project. Fea-
tures like “Storage
Share” let files hop be-
tween devices like they’re
on a magic conveyor belt.
And if you’re into group
audio experiences, Aura-
cast can blast your play-
list to multiple Bluetooth
devices at once — so yes,
you could technically

start a silent disco in
your living room.

The UI itself got a
makeover that’s some-
where between “sleek

minimalism” and “I
didn’t know I needed this
until now.” Quick Panel
customizations, re-
freshed icons, animated
weather apps — it’s like
Samsung hired an inte-

rior designer for your
phone. Even battery man-
agement screens are now
Instagram-ready.
Privacy buffs will
smile, too. One UI 8.5 adds
new theft-protection
measures and locks your
device after failed at-
tempts. It’s like a digital
bodyguard who also
checks your ID before let-

ting anyone touch your
gadgets.

But beware: this is a
beta. Early adopters have
spotted the occasional
glitch, quirky bug, and
occasional phone tan-
trum. Think of it as let-
ting your phone go
through rebellious teen
years before it grows up
fully polished.

For Galaxy S25, S25+,
and S25 Ultra users in re-
gions including India, the
US, UK, and Germany,
the beta is now open via
the Samsung Members
app. It’s about 4GB, so
clear some space — your
phone will need room to
stretch its new wings.

In short, One UI 8.5
isn’t just an update. It’s a
preview of a phone that’s
slightly smarter, more ex-
pressive, and just a touch
dramatic. If you’ve ever
wanted your smartphone
to act like a tiny, opinion-
ated friend, now’s your
chance.
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ICC Faces Major Sethack Ahead of T20

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has suffered a
significant setback just
months before the upcom-
ing Men’s T20 World Cup,
creating serious concerns
over the smooth conduct of
one of cricket’s biggest
global tournaments. The is-
sue has reportedly arisen
due to disruption in media
and broadcasting arrange-
ments, an area that is cru-
cial for the tournament’s
reach, revenue, and overall
success.

The T20 World Cup is one
of the most-watched sport-
ing events in the world,
drawing massive audiences
from cricket-loving nations
such as India, England,
Australia, Pakistan, South
Africa, and the Caribbean.
Broadcast partnerships
play a vital role in deliver-
ing live coverage, high-
lights, expert analysis, and
digital content to millions
of fans worldwide. Any un-
certainty in this area can
directly impact sponsor-
ship deals, advertising rev-
enue, and the global visibil-
ity of the tournament.

According to sources, the
ICC is currently facing

challenges in securing sta-
ble broadcasting commit-
ments in key markets. This
unexpected development
has forced the governing
body to reassess its opera-
tional plans and explore al-
ternative options at short
notice. The timing of this
setback is particularly con-
cerning, as preparations for
the tournament have al-
ready entered a critical
phase.

Officials close to the situ-
ation have indicated that
urgent discussions are un-
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derway to prevent the issue
from disrupting tourna-
ment arrangements. The
ICC is reportedly in talks
with multiple media houses
and digital platforms to en-
sure that coverage remains
uninterrupted and fans do
not miss out on the action.
However, negotiating new
agreements under tight
deadlines can be both finan-
cially and logistically
demanding.

The setback has also
raised concerns among
sponsors and commercial
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World Cup

partners, who rely heavily
on large television and on-
line audiences for brand
visibility. A decline in
broadcast stability could re-
duce the financial value of
the tournament and affect
long-term partnerships.
Cricket boards of partici-
pating nations are closely
monitoring the situation, as
broadcasting revenue forms
an important part of their
funding structure.

Despite the hurdle, the
ICC has expressed confi-
dence in resolving the issue

before the start of the tour-
nament. Insiders say the
governing body is working
round the clock to secure al-
ternative arrangements
and maintain the high
standards expected from a
global ICC event. There is
also a possibility that the
situation could accelerate
the ICC’s push toward digi-
tal and streaming-focused
broadcasting models in the
future.

For fans, the hope is that
the focus remains on thrill-
ing cricket rather than off-
field uncertainties. Teams
are intensifying their prep-
arations, and excitement is
steadily building. If the ICC
manages to overcome this
setback quickly, the T20
World Cup is still expected
to deliver the high-voltage
drama, entertainment, and
unforgettable moments that
the format is known for.

Asthings stand, the crick-
eting world eagerly awaits
an official resolution, with
optimism that the tourna-
ment will go ahead smooth-
ly and maintain its reputa-
tion as one of the sport’s
most exciting global
spectacles.

Shubman Gill

As India prepares to take
on South Africa in the up-
coming T20I series, team
management has made a
crucial change in the bat-
ting order. Shubman Gill
has been confirmed to open
the innings, while Sanju
Samson has been moved
down the order. Indian cap-
tain Suryakumar Yadav ex-
plained that Gill “deserved”
the spot, citing his perfor-
mances in the recent Sri
Lanka series and the conti-
nuity he brings to the top
order.

This decision has sparked
discussions among fans and
cricket analysts, as Samson
had previously impressed
as an opener. Yadav, howev-
er, emphasized that the
change was based on team
balance and past perfor-
mance. He noted that the
middle-order positions,
ranging from three to six,
require flexibility and
adaptability, and Samson re-
mains an important part of
the squad despite the
adjustment.

Why Gill Was Chosen

Gill had a successful stint
as an opener in recent
matches, showcasing com-
posure and consistency at
the top of the order. With his

Reclaims Opener Spot as Sanju Samson Moved Down

fitness fully restored, the
team felt it was the right
moment to slot him back
into the opening role. Yadav
stressed that the decision
was purely merit-based,
highlighting Gill’s tech-
nique, temperament, and
ability to face the new ball
effectively.

The move also reflects the
team’s broader strategy to
build a stable opening pair
while maintaining versatil-
ity in the middle order. With
several experienced batters
and all-rounders in the

squad, India has multiple
options to adjust the lineup
depending on match
situations.

Samson’s Role in the Squad

Although Samson will no
longer open, he is far from
being sidelined. The captain
praised Samson for his
readiness to bat anywhere
between positions three to
six, describing his adapta-
bility as a key asset for the
team. This flexibility allows
the team to respond to dif-
ferent match scenarios,
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whether chasing a target or
setting one.

The decision also adds
healthy competition within
the squad. With players like
Hardik Pandya returning,
the team management has
the luxury of rotating the
batting order, giving each
player a role that suits both
individual skills and team
strategy. For Samson, this
could mean taking on fin-
ishing responsibilities or
stabilizing the innings dur-
ing critical moments.

Implications Ahead of the

South Africa Series

As India gears up for the
series against South Africa,
this adjustment is expected
to enhance team balance
and overall performance.
Gill at the top provides so-
lidity, while Samson’s pres-
ence in the middle order en-
sures depth and flexibility.
The team is aiming for a
combination of stability
and adaptability to handle
different match conditions
effectively.

Yadav’s straightforward
approach underscores a
merit-based selection sys-
tem, where form, fitness,
and team requirements de-
termine roles. Both Gill and
Samson are poised to con-
tribute significantly in their
respective positions, and
their performances will be
closely watched as India
seeks to assert dominance
in the series.

With the squad finalized
and roles clarified, the focus
now shifts entirely to on-
field performance. Fans can
expect an exciting display
of T20 cricket, featuring
strategic batting adjust-
ments, dynamic partner-
ships, and high-octane ac-
tion as India faces South
Africa in what promises to
be a thrilling contest.

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli Confirm Participation
in Vijay Hazare Trophy

Indian cricket fans re-
ceived a pleasant surprise
as veteran batsmen Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli
confirmed their participa-
tion in the upcoming 2025—
26 Vijay Hazare Trophy, In-
dia’s premier domestic
one-day tournament. The
announcement comes as a
boost to the competition,
which begins later this
month, and adds excite-
ment for both fans and
young cricketers eager to
witness two of the nation’s
biggest stars back in do-
mestic action.

Rohit Sharma, who has
stepped back from red-ball
cricket, and Virat Kohli,
whose last appearance in
the Vijay Hazare Trophy
dates back over fifteen
years, have decided to play
for their respective state
sides. The decision, the
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI) clarified,
was entirely voluntary.
Both players opted to re-
turn to domestic cricket to
maintain match fitness and
form ahead of future inter-
national assignments, un-
derscoring their commit-
ment to Indian cricket at all
levels.

Initially, Kohli had been
hesitant about participat-
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ing, citing a busy interna-
tional schedule and person-
al priorities. However, after
discussions with selectors
and team management, he
reversed his decision and
agreed to take part in the
tournament. His willing-
ness to step back into do-
mestic cricket after years at
the highest level reflects
both his professionalism
and his dedication to stay-
ing competitive. Rohit
Sharma, too, saw the oppor-
tunity as a chance to fine-
tune his game in the one-
day format while guiding
younger players through
his experience.

The presence of Rohit
and Kohli is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance the pro-
file of the Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy. Their participation is
likely to draw larger crowds
to matches, increase media
attention, and provide an
invaluable opportunity for
emerging cricketers to play
alongside and learn from
two of India’s most accom-
plished batsmen. Analysts
have noted that having
players of such stature in
domestic cricket reinforces
the importance of the na-
tional circuit and demon-
strates that even top inter-
national stars see value in

\\

competing at home.

While both players are
expected to feature in se-
lected matches rather than
the full tournament, their
involvement will offer their
respective teams a strategic
advantage. Kohli’s experi-
ence and consistency at the
crease will anchor his
side’s batting, while Rohit’s
leadership and finishing
ability are expected to be
decisive in crucial encoun-
ters. Beyond individual
performances, their partic-
ipation will elevate team
morale and provide men-
torship opportunities for
younger players who aspire

to make a mark in interna-
tional cricket.

The timing of their re-
turn is also significant.
With major international
tournaments on the hori-
zon, including one-day and
T20 series, both Rohit and
Kohli are using the Vijay
Hazare Trophy as a plat-
form to remain match-
ready, refine their tech-
niques, and maintain form.
Their decision highlights
the role of domestic crick-
et as a foundation for na-
tional team success and
emphasizes the continuity
between domestic and in-
ternational levels of the
game.

For fans, selectors, and
aspiring cricketers, the in-
clusion of Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli in the tour-
nament promises a thrill-
ing season. Their presence
not only ensures high-qual-
ity cricket but also inspires
a new generation of play-
ers to excel in the domestic
arena. As the Vijay Hazare
Trophy gets underway, at-
tention will focus on how
these two stalwarts influ-
ence matches, guide their
teams, and set an example
of professionalism, com-
mitment, and dedication to
Indian cricket.
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Smriti Mandhana Returns to
Cricket After Wedding Hearthreak

Indian women’s cricket star
Smriti Mandhana has made a re-
markable return to training fol-
lowing a deeply personal set-
back, displaying immense
professionalism and resilience.
Just days after announcing the
cancellation of her wedding,
Mandhana resumed batting
practice, sending a strong mes-
sage about her commitment to
the sport and her national team
duties.

Mandhana had been scheduled
to marry composer Palash Much-
hal in late November. However,
unforeseen family circumstanc-
es, including her father’s sudden
health emergency, forced the
wedding to be postponed. Later,
the couple jointly announced
that the wedding has been called
off. While the decision was emo-
tionally challenging, Mandhana
emphasized her desire to focus
on her career and professional
responsibilities.

Despite the emotional turmoil,
Mandhana returned to the crick-
et nets immediately, demonstrat-
ing remarkable mental strength.
Fans and fellow cricketers alike
have praised her determination,
noting that her ability to channel
personal challenges into profes-
sional focus sets a strong exam-
ple for young athletes. Photos
shared by her brother captured
her in full training gear, diligent-
ly working on her batting tech-
nique — a moment that went vi-
ral among cricket enthusiasts.

Mandhana’s return is particu-
larly significant given her key
role in the national team. She
has been a consistent performer,
delivering match-winning in-
nings in domestic tournaments
and international competitions.
Her presence at the top of the
batting order has often provided
stability and momentum for the
Indian women’s side, making her
dedication and readiness to train
after such a personal setback all
the more commendable.

The timing of her return also
comes ahead of a busy cricket-
ing schedule. India’s women’s
team is preparing for an upcom-
ing series, and Mandhana is ex-
pected to play a central role in
leading the batting lineup. Ad-

ditionally, she will participate
in the domestic T20 league next
year, where her performances
are closely watched by fans and
selectors alike. Resuming train-
ing promptly ensures she is
match-ready and mentally pre-
pared for the challenges ahead.

Cricket analysts have lauded
Mandhana’s professionalism,
highlighting her ability to sepa-
rate personal disappointment
from her sporting responsibili-
ties. Her example underscores
the resilience required to per-
form at the highest level, par-
ticularly in a sport where men-
tal focus is as critical as physical
skill. Mandhana’s approach
demonstrates that setbacks, no
matter how personal or public,
can be transformed into motiva-
tion and determination.

For young athletes and fans,
Mandhana’s response is an in-
spiring lesson in prioritizing
commitments and maintaining
composure under pressure. Her
dedication to cricket, even in
the face of emotional challeng-
es, reinforces her reputation not
only as a talented batter but also
as a role model for professional-
ism and mental strength.

As Mandhana continues her
training and prepares for up-
coming matches, the cricketing
world watches with anticipa-
tion. Her return to the nets sig-
nals that she is ready to con-
tribute fully to the team,
proving that, for her, the coun-
try and the sport come first.
This display of resilience and
focus reaffirms her status as
one of India’s most valuable
and inspirational players in
women’s cricket.

Boycott Slams England’s Ashes
Collapse
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tensifies, England finds itself in
turmoil both on and off the field.
Following heavy defeats in the
first two Tests, legendary Eng-
land batsman Geoffrey Boycott
has launched a scathing attack
on captain Ben Stokes, coach
Brendon McCullum, and the
team’s overall approach, calling
their performance “a load of
bulls***.” The tour began disas-
trously in Perth, where England
were bowled out twice inside two
days. The subsequent Test at
Brisbane’s Gabba saw the team
suffer another crushing defeat,
losing by eight wickets. Eng-
land’s batting, bowling, and
fielding all came under fire,
highlighting the struggles in
adapting to Australia’s challeng-
ing conditions.

Boycott did not hold back in
his criticism. He described Eng-
land’s display at the Gabba as “a
horror show,” citing irresponsi-
ble batting, poorly executed
bowling, and dropped catches.
According to him, such perfor-
mances were far below interna-
tional standards and could not
win even the simplest of con-
tests, let alone retain the Ashes
urn.

The former opener specifically
criticized the leadership duo of
Stokes and McCullum. Boycott
claimed that the highly publi-

cized “blueprint” for success had
failed spectacularly. He ex-
pressed concern that the team
was ignoring valuable advice
from outside, relying solely on
their own strategies, which he
described as dogmatic and out-
dated. Individual players were
also under the spotlight. Batters
like Harry Brook and Ollie Pope
were singled out for repeated
failures under pressure, with
Boycott highlighting Pope’s ten-
dency to give away crucial wick-
ets. Even the seamers, including
Brydon Carse, were criticized for
ineffective short-pitched bowl-
ing, failing to challenge the Aus-
tralian batsmen consistently.

In response, Ben Stokes called
for greater mental resilience
from his players. He admitted
that the defeats were not just a
matter of execution but also a
test of character, insisting that
his dressing room is not a place
for the weak. Stokes urged his
team to reflect on their failures
ahead of the third Test, empha-
sizing the need to perform under
pressure.

Coach Brendon McCullum de-
fended the team’s approach but
acknowledged that the players
may have over-prepared for Aus-
tralian conditions, leading to fa-
tigue. To counter this, the team
has scheduled a short rest period
before the next Test to recharge
both mentally and physically.

Despite these reassurances,
critics like Boycott remain un-
convinced. For them, explana-
tions and strategies mean little
when results and consistency
are lacking. With three Tests re-
maining, England faces a pivotal
decision: whether to persist with
the aggressive “Bazball” philoso-
phy or reconsider their strategy
entirely in order to salvage their
Ashes campaign.

The coming matches will not
only test England’s cricketing
skills but also their ability to
handle pressure and criticism.
The series is far from over, but
the clock is ticking for the visi-
tors, and every misstep could
widen the gap between them and
Australia’s dominant side.
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Veteran Actor Rajasekhar Injured
on Film Set, Shooting Put on Hold

Veteran Telugu actor
Rajasekhar has report-
edly suffered a leg in-
jury while shooting for
his upcoming film, cre-
ating concern among
fans and the film fra-
ternity. The unfortu-
nate incident took
place during an action
sequence, where the ac-
tor lost balance and in-
jured his leg. He was
immediately rushed to
a nearby hospital for
medical attention.

According to sources
close to the production
team, doctors con-
firmed that Rajasekhar
sustained a fracture
and underwent minor
surgery. He is currently
said to be in stable con-
dition and is recover-
ing well under medical
supervision. Doctors
have advised him to
take complete rest for
at least a few weeks to
ensure proper healing.

Following this inci-
dent, the film’s shoot-
ing has been temporar-
ily halted. The makers
have decided to give the
actor enough time to
recover fully before re-
suming the shoot. Pro-

duction schedules are
being reworked, and
the team plans to re-
start filming once Ra-
jasekhar is fit to return
to the sets. This film
holds special impor-
tance as it features Ra-
jasekhar alongside his
daughter, Shivani Ra-
jasekhar, who plays a
key role in the movie.
The project has already
generated positive buzz
because of this father-
daughter collabora-
tion. Adding to the ex-
citement, the film is
also expected to feature
senior actress Ramya
Krishna in a signifi-
cant role, reuniting
with Rajasekhar after
many years.
Rajasekhar, often re-
ferred to as “Angry
Star” by his fans, has
been a prominent fig-

ure in Telugu cinema
for several decades.
Known for his powerful
performances in action
and family entertain-
ers, he continues to re-
main active in the in-
dustry despite health
setbacks. His dedica-
tion towards his craft
has earned him im-
mense respect from col-
leagues and audiences
alike. The film unit, fel-
low actors, and fans
have expressed their
support and wished Ra-
jasekhar a speedy re-
covery. Social media
platforms have been
flooded with messages
of encouragement,
showing the love and
respect he enjoys
among movie lovers.
While the temporary
delay may affect the
film’s release schedule,
the makers are confi-
dent that the project
will move forward
smoothly once Ra-
jasekhar recovers com-
pletely. Fans are now
eagerly waiting to see
him return stronger
and resume work, hop-
ing for a quick come-
back to the big screen.

Ram Charan’s ‘Peddi’Shoot Postponed Due
to Travel Disruptions

Tollywood star Ram
Charan’s upcoming
film Peddi has report-
edly faced an unexpect-
ed delay, as the shooting
schedule has been post-
poned due to major
travel and logistical dis-
ruptions. The sudden
change has created a
buzz in the film indus-
try and among fans who
have been eagerly wait-
ing for updates about
the project.

According to sources
close to the production,
the film unit had
planned to shoot cru-
cial scenes at an outsta-
tion location. However,
travel uncertainties,
flight rescheduling is-
sues, and security con-
cerns in the planned
areas forced the makers
to temporarily halt the
schedule. The team de-
cided that it was best to
postpone the shoot rath-
er than compromise on
safety and production
quality. Peddi is being
made on a grand scale
and is considered one
of the most ambitious
projects in Ram
Charan’s career. The ac-
tor is said to be playing
a powerful and rugged
character, with a story
that revolves around in-

tense emotions, action,
and drama. Directed by
a talented young film-
maker, the film aims to
present Ram Charan in
a completely new
avatar.

The postponement
has affected the care-
fully planned timelines
of the project. While
the film was originally
expected to complete
filming within a few
months, the delay will
likely push the sched-
ule forward by a few
weeks. The makers are
now working on rear-
ranging dates and look-
ing for alternative loca-
tions closer to their
base to avoid further
complications.

Despite the delay, the
spirit of the team re-
mains strong. The pro-
duction house has as-
sured that the film’s
quality and vision will
not be compromised.
Crew members have
continued pre-produc-
tion work, including set
design, costume finali-
zation, and action cho-
reography rehearsals
during this break.

Fans of Ram Charan
have expressed mixed
emotions — disappoint-
ment over the delay, but

also understanding the
importance of safety
and proper planning.
Social media continues
to be filled with mes-
sages of encourage-
ment, asking the mak-
ers to take their time
and deliver a memora-
ble cinematic
experience.

Industry experts be-
lieve that such delays
are common for large-
scale films and often
help improve the final
output. With high ex-
pectations surrounding
Peddi, the team is deter-
mined to resume shoot-
ing soon and keep fans
updated with exciting
announcements.

For now, all eyes are
on the makers as they
prepare to restart the
shoot and bring this
ambitious project back
on track.

Kerala Court Clears Actor Dileep in 2017

porting parts.

The trailer opens with four close
friends who set out on a dangerous
mission to expose fake and fraudu-
lent spiritual gurus. What begins as
a curious investigation soon takes a
horrifying turn when Babloo Prith-
veeraj’s character becomes deter-
mined to prove the real existence of
ghosts. His obsession drags the group
— and the audience — into a disturb-
ing world filled with darkness, mys-
tery, and supernatural dread.

As the trailer progresses, viewers
are introduced to a creepy, abandoned
house that appears to be the central
setting of the story. The friends find
themselves trapped inside this eerie
structure, which is said to be haunted
by hidden and restless spirits. With
every passing second, the intensity
rises, showing their growing fear and
desperate struggle to survive.

The biggest strength of the trailer
is its ability to raise compelling ques-
tions without revealing too much.
What dark secrets does the aban-
doned house hold? What tragic events

Assault Cas

The upcoming horror thriller Ee- R
sha is already sending chills down -
spines with its newly released trailer,
promising a terrifying cinematic ex-
perience that horror lovers won’t
want to miss. Starring Thrigun and
Hebah Patel in the lead roles, the film
also features Akhil Raj, Siri Han-
manth, and Prithveeraj in key sup-

—

took place within its walls? Will the
friends manage to escape alive, or

will they become victims of the sinis-

Screen.

ter forces lurking in the shadows?
These unanswered questions height-
en suspense and keep viewers hooked
till the very end.

Technically, the film looks highly
promising. RR Dhruvan’s powerful
background score plays a major role
in building tension, while Santosh
Sanamoni’s cinematography enhanc-
es the eerie mood with striking visu-
als. Editor Vinai’s sharp cuts add to
the pace and fear factor, making the
trailer an intense experience.

Produced by Pothula Hema Ven-
kateswara Rao under HVR Produc-
tions, and presented by Bunny Vas
and Vamsi Nandipati, Eesha carries
strong buzz even before its release.
After the success of Little Hearts and
Raju Weds Rambai, the producers are
once again aiming to deliver a grip-
ping, content-driven thriller.

With the trailer arriving on Decem-
ber 12, audiences can expect a pure
horror, edge-of-the-seat ride that
promises to redefine fear on the big
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Popular Telugu star Jr
NTR has approached the
Delhi High Court seeking
protection of his personal
and image rights after al-
legedly finding unauthor-
ized use of his photos,
videos, and name across
various digital platforms.
This legal move has be-
come a major talking
point in the film industry,
highlighting the growing
concerns of celebrities
over privacy and misuse
of personal data in the

digital age.

According to sources,
the actor filed a petition
stating that several online
platforms were allowing
the circulation and com-
mercial use of his images
and content without his
knowledge or permission.
He reportedly argued that
such actions violate his
right to privacy and harm
his personal reputation.
The petition seeks strict
action against those mis-
using his identity and de-

of Personal Rigs

mands that the concerned
content be removed
immediately.

The Delhi High Court
took note of the com-
plaint and issued direc-
tions to e-commerce and
social media platforms to
treat the petition as an of-
ficial grievance. The
court reportedly instruct-
ed these platforms to ex-
amine the content and
take appropriate action
within a stipulated time
frame. This development
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Jr NTR Moves Delhi High Court Over Misuse

is being seen as a strong
message in support of
protecting celebrity
rights in the digital space.

Industry observers be-
lieve this case could set
an important precedent
for actors and public fig-
ures facing similar is-
sues. In recent years, the
rise of artificial intelli-
gence tools, deepfake vid-
eos, and unauthorized
digital merchandise has
created serious challeng-
es for celebrities. Jr

NTR’s move is being
viewed as a bold step to-
ward stronger legal safe-
guards for personal and
intellectual property
rights.

Fans have largely sup-
ported the actor’s deci-
sion, expressing solidari-
ty and backing him on
various online forums.
Many have welcomed this
effort, calling it neces-
sary to prevent the spread
of misleading or harmful
content. Film personali-
ties and legal experts
have also spoken in favor
of stricter monitoring
and regulation of digital
platforms.

Despite being busy
with a packed lineup of
major film projects, Jr
NTR has chosen to take
this issue seriously, show-
ing his commitment to
protecting his dignity
and identity. The case has
quickly become a hot top-
ic in both legal and cine-
ma circles.

As the matter contin-
ues to be heard by the
court, the film industry
and digital media plat-
forms are closely watch-
ing the outcome. Many
believe the final verdict
could play a crucial role
in shaping future policies
related to online content,
celebrity privacy, and dig-
ital rights in India.

Trailer of ‘RK Deeksha’ Launched Grandly by Actor Suman

The trailer of the up-
coming Telugu film RK
Deeksha was launched in
a grand ceremony by vet-
eran actor Suman, creat-
ing strong buzz in film
circles. The film is pro-
duced and directed by Dr.
Pratani Ramakrishna
Goud under the banners
RK Films and Sigdha Cre-
ations, and is presented
by D.S. Reddy. The event
witnessed the presence of
several prominent per-
sonalities from the Telu-
gu film industry, making
it a memorable occasion.

The film stars Kiran in
the lead role, with Agsa
Khan and Alekhya Reddy
playing the female leads.
Supporting roles are
played by Tulasi, Anusha,
Keerthana, Pravallika,
and Rohit Sharma. The
technical team includes
music director Raju
Kiran and editor Megha-
na Srinu, whose work has
added strength to the
project.

Speaking at the event,
director-producer Dr.
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Pratani Ramakrishna
Goud expressed his grati-
tude to actor Suman for
launching the trailer de-
spite his busy schedule.
He revealed that the film
took nearly a year to com-
plete and features five
songs and three intense
action sequences. He also
mentioned that the film
includes a special song
dedicated to Murali Naik,

honoring the sacrifice of
Indian soldiers.

Hero Kiran shared that
the film focuses on deter-
mination and dedication,
highlighting how a per-
son’s resolve can define
their destiny. He also re-
vealed that the film fea-
tures a challenging San-
skrit dialogue performed
in a single shot, showcas-
ing the team’s dedication

to perfection.

Agsa Khan expressed
her happiness and pride
in being part of the film
and thanked the media
and guests for their con-
stant support. Actress
Mounika Reddy praised
the trailer, calling the vis-
uals and music impres-
sive, and extended her
best wishes to the team.

Several dignitaries who

attended the event, in-
cluding Film Chamber
President Bharat Bhush-
an, Producer C. Kalyan,
and Producers Council
Secretary Tummala
Prasanna Kumar, appre-
ciated the film’s theme
and congratulated the
team. Presenter D.S. Red-
dy, a former Indian Air
Force personnel, said the
soldier song deeply
touched him on a person-
al level.

Chief guest Suman
praised the perseverance
of director Ramakrishna
Goud and said that the
film reflects his dedica-
tion. He also lauded the
song honoring Indian sol-
diers and urged filmmak-
ers to continue portray-
ing their sacrifices
responsibly.

With strong emotional
content, inspiring
themes, and powerful
technical work, RK Deek-
sha is expected to connect
deeply with audiences
and is gearing up for a
promising release.

Eesha Trailer Promises Pure Fear and Edge-of-the-Seat
Horror from December 12

The upcoming horror
thriller Eesha is already
sending chills down spines
with its newly released
trailer, promising a terri-
fying cinematic experi-
ence that horror lovers
won’t want to miss. Star-
ring Thrigun and Hebah
Patel in the lead roles, the
film also features Akhil
Raj, Siri Hanmanth, and
Prithveeraj in key sup-
porting parts.

The trailer opens with
four close friends who set
out on a dangerous mis-
sion to expose fake and
fraudulent spiritual gu-
rus. What begins as a curi-
ous investigation soon
takes a horrifying turn
when Babloo Prithveeraj’s
character becomes deter-
mined to prove the real ex-
istence of ghosts. His ob-
session drags the group
— and the audience — into
a disturbing world filled
with darkness, mystery,
and supernatural dread.

As the trailer progress-
es, viewers are introduced
to a creepy, abandoned
house that appears to be
the central setting of the
story. The friends find
themselves trapped inside
this eerie structure, which
is said to be haunted by

hidden and restless spir-
its. With every passing sec-
ond, the intensity rises,
showing their growing
fear and desperate strug-
gle to survive.

The biggest strength of
the trailer is its ability to
raise compelling ques-
tions without revealing
too much. What dark se-
crets does the abandoned
house hold? What tragic
events took place within
its walls? Will the friends
manage to escape alive, or
will they become victims
of the sinister forces lurk-
ing in the shadows? These
unanswered questions
heighten suspense and
keep viewers hooked till
the very end.

Technically, the film
looks highly promising.
RR Dhruvan’s powerful
background score plays a
major role in building ten-
sion, while Santosh Sana-
moni’s cinematography
enhances the eerie mood
with striking visuals. Edi-
tor Vinai’s sharp cuts add
to the pace and fear factor,
making the trailer an in-
tense experience.

Produced by Pothula
Hema Venkateswara Rao
under HVR Productions,
and presented by Bunny

Vas and Vamsi Nandipati,
Eesha carries strong buzz
even before its release. Af-
ter the success of Little
Hearts and Raju Weds

Rambai, the producers are
once again aiming to de-
liver a gripping, content-
driven thriller.

With the trailer arriving

on December 12, audiences
can expect a pure horror,
edge-of-the-seat ride that
promises to redefine fear
on the big screen.
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