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NaraLlokeshAssures Unwavering Support
toTelugu Diaspora at Dallas Meet

“NRIs Are the Most Reliable Indians; Their Support Helped NDA Win 94% Seats in AP”

TPN Bureau | December 7

ALLAS | USA: Andhra
Pradesh Minister for Edu-
cation and IT, Nara Loke-
sh, delivered an inspiring

address to thousands of Telugu
NRIs at the Curtis Culwell Cent-
er in Dallas, affirming that the
State Government would always
stand by the global Telugu com-
munity. Lokesh said the Telugu
Desam Party and his family re-
main indebted to the diaspora fo
r their support during the most
challenging political period.

Recalling the protests across
the United States following the
arrest of former Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu, Lokesh
said: “You are not NRIs—you
are MRIs: Most Reliable Indi-
ans.” He credited the commu-
nity for helping the NDA secure
a landslide mandate of 164 out
of 175 seats, ending the previous
regime’s political dominance.

AP Showcasing Unprecedent-
ed Development Speed

Lokesh highlighted Andhra
Pradesh’s rapid progress under
what he described as “double-
engine governance” led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu, and Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan. He said the
State is now being recognised as
“India’s Brand Ambassador of
Speed.”

He outlined the government’s

decentralized development
model across eight growth zone
s, covering sectors such as auto-
motive manufacturing in Anan-
tapur, renewable energy in Kur-
nool, electronics in Chittoor an
d Kadapa, green fuels in Prak
asam, aquaculture in the Goda-
vari districts, and IT, pharma,
and steel in North Andhra. “Fro
m a time when people hesitated
to say they were from And hra
Pradesh, today the State is lead-
ing India’s fastest develop-
ment,” he noted.

20 Lakh Jobs in Five Years:
NDA'’s Core Mission

N \

Reiterating the coalition gov-
ernment’s primary objective,
Lokesh said:

“Our mission is to create 20
lakh jobs in five years.”

He stated that the govern-
ment has already attracted 20
lakh crore worth of investments
in 17 months, with the potential
to generate 16 lakh jobs, and is
now focused on grounding these
projects swiftly. Calling for gov-
ernance continuity, he said the
NDA aims to lead Andhra Prade
sh for at least 15 years to ensure
long-term development.

Support for Students & Pro-

tection for Diaspora Families

Lokesh announced that the
‘Kallaku Rekkalu’ initiative will
be launched next year to help
Telugu students pursue over-
seas education. He assured that
AP NRTS will extend complete
support to Telugu families abro
ad during any emergency—wh
ether social, legal, or financial.

Encouraging entrepreneur-
ship, he said the Ratan Tata In-
novation Hub and upcoming
technology parks in Andhra
Pradesh will serve as strong
foundations for diaspora-led in-
novation and startups.

“Justice Will Prevail”

Lokesh condemned the previ-
ous government for derogatory
remarks made against women,
including members of his own
family, in the Assembly.

“We have no vendetta, but
those who humiliated women
will face the law,” he asserted,
emphasizing that the NDA
would uphold dignity while
maintaining a development-
first focus.

The Dallas event saw partici-
pation from AP Government
Advisor (NRI Affairs) and NRTS
President Vemuru Ravi Kumar,
NRI TDP USA Coordinator
Komati Jayaram, Garland May-
or Dylan Hedrick, and a large
gathering of Telugu NRIs from
across Texas and the United
States.

Chandrababu Criticizes Jagan’s
Remarks on Tirumala Theft, Calls

Them an Affront

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

maravathi: Chief
Minister N. Chand
rababu Naidu laun
ched a scathing cr
iticism against YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP)
president Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy for describing
the recent theft at Tiru-
mala’s Parakamani wing
as a “minor issue.” Ad-
dressing the media on
Saturday at the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) cen-
tral office, Naidu said
that such remarks were
deeply offensive to the
sentiments of devotees
and revealed a lack of
ethics and spiritual in-
tegrity.Naidu questioned
how Jagan, who had
termed even his own un-
cle’s murder as a “small
matter,” could trivialize
an incident involving di-
vine property.

“How can the same pe
rson treat a theft at Lord
Venkateswara’s treasury
as insignificant? His
comments have wounded
the hearts of crores of de
votees. For Jagan, God,
devotees, or temple sanc-
tity hold no meaning. Sa
ying theft is not a wrong
act is a shocking defense
of immorality,” Naidu
stated.The Chief Minis-
ter further alleged that
Jagan’s tendency to “set-
tle” every wrongdoing ex
tended even to the theft
case. “How can one talk
of settlement with a per-
son who stole offerings
from the Lord’s trea
sury?

If the accused is ready
to donate properties wor
th 14 crore to the temple,
it means the theft runs
much deeper than what
is being admitted. Call-
inga 72,000 theft small is
absurd stealing from the
Lord’s hundi and settling
it privately is a grave

1 ee " e

sin,” he said.Naidu add-
ed that people across cas
tes, religions, and politi-
cal divides we re anguish
ed by Jagan’s remarks.
“Every aspect of the Ti
rumala temple is inter-
twined with devotees’ f
aith. To belittle that faith
is unacceptable,” he
emphasized.

Law and order under
scrutinyNaidu assured
that his administration
would maintain strict
law and order across An
dhra Pradesh. He accu
sed the previous YSRCP
government of encour-
aging criminal elements
and eroding peace, even
in traditionally calm dis-
tricts like Nellore and Vi-
zianagaram. “We never
heard of ‘lady dons’ in pl
aces like Nellore before.
Peaceful districts were
turned into hubs for cri
minals due to YSRCP’s
negligence,” Naidu said,
asserting that his gov-
ernment was now cleans-
ing the system and elimi-
nating lawbreakers.

Amaravati farmers
content, says CMO the ca
pital region, Naidu affi
rmed that Amaravati fa
rmers were “happy and
cooperative.” He said
their concerns were be-
ing fully addressed and
that the government’s re-
vival of land pooling had
earned wide support.
“The readiness of farm-
ers to participate in the

second phase of land
pooling is a positive de-
velopment. People, farm-
ers, and the government
are working harmoni-
ously, though some indi-
viduals cannot bear to
see this success,” he
remarked.

Naidu also highlighted
that real-estate values in
areas such as Kokapet
near Hyderabad had
reached record highs, ac-
knowledging that the
TDP government’s earli-
er developmental poli-
cies were now recogniz
ed even by its rivals.BJP
’s Madhav slams Jagan-
Meanwhile, Andhra Pra
desh BJP president D.
Purandeswari’s comme
nts found echo in BJP
state leader M. Madhav’s
strong criticism of Jag
an.

He condemned Jagan’s
“casual” remark about
the Tirumala theft, say-
ing, “How can he say
only six notes were sto-
len? He should face the
truth and own up to his
mistakes.” Madhav al-
leged that the theft settle-
ment could involve mis-
management exceeding
200 crore and demanded
a thorough probe into
temple corruption dur-
ing the YSRCP regime,
including the “laddu
adulteration” and tem-
ple land encroachment
scandals.
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Vijayasai Reddy Breaks Silence:
Warns Against Conspiracies
Targeting Hinduism

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

isakhapatnam:
After remaining
silent for several
months, former
MP Vijayasai Reddy
once considered a key
strategist in the YSR
Congress Party (YSRC
P) has resurfaced with
strong remarks defe
nding Hinduism. Tak-
ing to his X (formerly
Twitter) handle, Reddy
declared that conspira-
cies against the Hindu
religion would not be
tolerated and warned
that those attempting
religious conversions
through allurements
would be taught an
“appropriate lesson.
”In an assertive post,
Reddy urged the gov-
ernment to constitute
a committee to investi-
gate religious conver-
sion activities that
have allegedly taken
place over the past two
decades. He empha-
sized the need for all
Hindu communities to
unite for the sake of
the nation and reli-
gion, calling this unity
the true “protection
for Bharat.” His mes-
sage has sparked wide
political and social dis-
cussion across Andhra
Pradesh, particularly
given his re-entry into
the public domain af-
ter months of political
absence.

Once a Power Center
in YSRCPBefore the
2019 elections, Vijaya-
sai Reddy held signifi-
cant influence within
the YSR Congress Par-
ty when it was in oppo-
sition. Known as party
chief Y.S. Jagan Moha
n Reddy’s close confi-
dant and troubleshoot-
er, his strategic inputs
were crucial in shap-

ing the party’s politi-
cal course. Recogniz-
ing his services, Jagan
ensured that Vijayasai
Reddy was repeatedly
nominated to the Rajya
Sabha, reflecting his st
ature within the or-
ganiz ation.

However, political
dynamics shifted once
the YSRCP came to po
wer in 2019. Reddy’s in-
fluence reportedly be-
gan to wane as newer
figures rose within the
party hierarchy. He w
as eventually confined
to overseeing party af-
fairs in North Andhra
districts — a responsi-
bility later reassigned
as part of internal re-
structuring. Turning
Point After YSRCP’s
DefeatThe situation
took a dramatic turn
following YSRCP’s
crushing defeat in the
2024 Andhra Pradesh
Assembly elections,
where the party was re
duced to just 11 seats.

In the aftermath, Vi-
jayasai Reddy resigned
from both his Rajya
Sabha membership
and the party itself.
Since then, he has
maintained a low pro-
file, refraining from
political statements
and withdrawing from
social media activity,
which had once been a
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key medium for his po-
litical communicat
ion.

Political Speculation
MountsReddy’s sud-
den reappearance on-
line with messages in-
voking Hindu sentime
nt has triggered inte
nse speculation about
his future political pla
ns. Political analysts
suggest that his remar
ks emphasizing natio
nalism, faith, and uni-
ty might be intended
to align with the ideo-
logical tones of nation-
al parties such as the
BJP.

His statement that
“no conspiracy against
Hinduism will be toler-
ated” is being inter-
preted as a possible
signal of his next move
in the political arena.
Party insiders and
commentators believe
Reddy’s reemergence
could mark the begin-
ning of a new political
chapter, possibly be-
yond the YSR Congress
framework.

While there has been
no official comment
from Reddy regarding
his plans, his recent
message has already
positioned him once
again at the center of
Andhra Pradesh’s po-
litical conversation.

FACTS BEHIND massive
fire at Goa nightclub ‘Birch by

-

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

oa: A late-night
celebration at a
popular nightclub
in Goa turned int
o a horrific tragedy af-
ter a massive fire broke
out, killing at least 25
people and injuring
several others. The in-
cident occurred at ‘Bir
ch by Romeo Lane’, a
nightclub in Goa, dur-
ing a packed event fea-
turing dance perfor
mances.

According to eyewit-
ness accounts, the blaze
is suspected to have
started when “electric
fireworks” were used
inside the indoor prem-
ises while dancers were
performing on stage. A
witness from Delhi, wh
o survived the incident,
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Romeo Lane’P

stated that fireworks
were set off in close
proximity to the perfor-
mance area, which may
have triggered the fire.

Within moments, fla
mes spread rapidly, cre-
ating panic among the
crowd.The witness de-
scribed scenes of chaos
and terror as thick smo
ke engulfed the entire
club. Visibility dropped
sharply, and people be-
gan rushing towards th
e exits. However, the do
ors and passages were
reportedly narrow, ca
using a stampede-like
situation as panicked
guests struggled to
escape.

Many reportedly col-
lapsed due to suffoca-
tion and burns before
they could reach safety.
Goa Chief Minister Pra
mod Sawant confirmed
that four staff members
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of the nightclub have b
een arrested in connec-
tion with the incident.

“We have arrested
the club’s Chief Gener-
al Manager Rajeev Mo
dak, General Manager
Vivek Singh, Bar Man-
ager Rajeev Sanghania
and Gate Manager Ri-
yanshu Thakur,” he tol
d the media.Sawant sai
d that prima facie evi-
dence indicates the use
of “electric fireworks”
inside the premises as
the immediate cause of
the fire. He also ackno
wledged that there were
violations of safety no
rms and regulations in
the way the nightclub
was being operated.

“I have ordered strict
action against officials
who allowed the club to
function in violation of
rules,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.The owners of

anaji, Goa

>

*— .

> BT
' w‘-""" .

- 2 .

=

the nightclub, identi-
fied as Saurabh Luthra
and Gaurav Luthra, are
currently absconding.
Sawant announced that
they would be arrested
soon and held account-
able for the tragedy. Po-
lice teams have been de
ployed to track them do
wn, and a case has been
registered under multi-
ple sections related to
negligence and culpa-
ble homicide.

The Chief Minister
also announced ex gra-
tia compensation for
the victims. Families of
those who died in the
fire will receive 5 lakh
each, while those inju
red will be given 50,000.
“We have constituted a
committee to conduct a
detailed inquiry into
the incident. The com-
mittee has been direct-
ed to submit its report

within a week,” Sawant
added.

He further assured
that the state govern-
ment would take strin-
gent steps to prevent
such incidents in the
future. An advisory will
be issued to all nightclu
bs, bars, hotels and sim-
ilar establishments di-
recting them to strictly
follow fire safety
protocols.

The government will
also launch inspections
of clubs and public gat
hering venues, especia
1ly those operating with
out proper permissions
or adequate safety mea
sures. “This kind of in-
cident should never be
repeated,” Sawant emp
h asized, promising
tough enforcement of
safety regulations acro
ss Goa’s hospitality and
nightlife sector.
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“Exercise, Walking, and
Marathons Bring Immense
Health Benefits”

Coalition Government
Implementing Numerous
Public Health Initiatives

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7

TANUKU: Andhra
Pradesh Energy Minis-
ter and West Godavari
District In-Charge Min-
ister Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar urged the youth to
focus on maintaining
good health, stressing
the importance of daily
exercise and regular
physical activity. Speak-
ing at the ‘“Tanuku Road
Run’ event on Sunday,
held near Chitturi Ind-
raiah Government De-
gree College, the Minis-
ter stressed that the
coalition government
led by CM N Chandrab-
abu Naidu is committed
to launching multiple
initiatives for the well-
being of the people.

ANDRAPRADESH

Participating as the
chief guest in the 10K,
5K and 3K run organ-
ized by the Tanuku Run- |
ners Society under the
leadership of local MLA
Arimilli Radhakrishna,
the Minister said it was
encouraging to witness
such a large-scale fit-
ness event as part of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s Fit India
Movement.

He recalled the gov-
ernment’s massive
achievement in Vi-
sakhapatnam, where
five lakh people per-
formed yoga simultane-
ously, earning a Guin-
ness World Record as
part of the ‘Yogandhra’
campaign. Ravi Kumar
called upon the public
to contribute to the
Chief Minister’s vision
of a Healthy Andhra
Pradesh, ensuring
cleanliness in every
home, village, and town.
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Youth Must Prioritize Health: Energy Minister Gottipati
Ravi Kumar
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He appealed to people to
dedicate a portion of
their daily routine to
physical fitness for
long-term health

benefits.

District Collector
Chadalawada Nagarani,
who participated in the
3K run, expressed hap-
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piness over the enthusi-
astic participation of
youth. She said that un-
der the Yogandhra ini-
tiative, daily yoga ses-
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sions were organized
across the district for a
month, from village to
district level. Inspired
by the Tanuku Road

Ly

Run, she urged young
people to allocate time
each day for fitness
activities.

Local MLA Arimilli

Radhakrishna high-
lighted that the run was
organized for the sec-
ond time to promote a
cleaner, greener, and
healthier Tanuku. He
said that 2,500 youth
participated with great
enthusiasm and that
such events would sig-
nificantly support the
goal of building a
Healthy Andhra
Pradesh.

The event saw active
participation from sev-
eral officials, including
District SP Adnan Nay-
eem Asmi, APIIC Chair-
man Mantena Ramara-
ju, RDO Khateeb
Kauser Bhano, students
from various schools,
NGO representatives,
district officials and Ta-
nuku Runners Society
organizers Viswateja,
Sai Deepthi, Krishna
Kiran and Vinay
Pavan.

EESL Unveils Vision to Make Srinagar the World’s First “Energy-Efficient Tourist
Capital”

J&K to Study Vizag’s Globally Acclaimed LED
Street-Lighting Model
TPN Bureau | December 7

VIJAYAWADA: In a major push toward
India’s climate commitments and Jam-
mu & Kashmir’s sustainable develop-
ment agenda, Energy Efficiency Services
Limited (EESL) has proposed an ambi-
tious plan to transform Srinagar into the
world’s first “Energy-Efficient Tourist
Capital.” The initiative aims to establish
new global standards for green, resilient
and future-ready tourism cities.

EESL CEO Akhilesh Kumar Dixit
submitted a Comprehensive Roadmap to
Mandeep Kaur, Principal Secretary,
Housing & Urban Development Depart-
ment and Satish Chandra, Chairman of
the Real Estate Regulatory Authority
(RERA), J&K. The roadmap highlights
cost-effective, world-class energy-effi-
ciency solutions tailored to serve Srina-
gar’s rapidly growing tourist vol-

ume—2.36 crore visitors in 2024 alone.

Principal Secretary Mandeep Kaur
said the UT is entering a new era marked
by rising energy demand, rapid growth
in electric mobility and unprecedented
tourism inflows. “Energy efficiency is
the most immediate, affordable and high-
impact strategy to strengthen power sys-
tem reliability, improve urban service
delivery and support J&K’s long-term
economic goals while sharply reducing
carbon emissions,” she noted.

RERA Chairman Satish Chandra, who
earlier served as Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
urged the UT administration to adopt
global best-in-class technologies in both
renewable energy and efficiency. He
stressed leveraging the expertise of Bu-
reau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and
EESL—the world’s largest energy-effi-
ciency utility—to drive transformative
outcomes.

Chandra recalled the landmark LED
street-lighting initiative launched in Vi-
sakhapatnam after Cyclone Hudhud in
2014. Implemented through EESL under
the Street Lighting National Programme
(SLNP), the project retrofitted 1 lakh LED
streetlights within a month, thanks to
rapid intervention by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and continuous monitor-

ing by then Chief Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu. The project delivered about
40% energy savings, enhanced public
safety and quality of life, and positioned
Vizag as a global model for LED-based
urban transformation.

The Andhra Pradesh-EESL model lat-
er inspired widespread adoption across
India, leading to the installation of 1.30

crore LED streetlights nationwide—sav-
ing 6,000 crore annually and cutting 6.2
million tonnes of CO emissions. Build-
ing on these successes, EESL and J&K
authorities believe Srinagar can emerge
as the world’s first Energy-Efficient
Tourist Capital, combining rapid eco-
nomic expansion with long-term ecologi-
cal resilience.

Andhra Pradesh Lorry Owners Threaten Statewide
Goods Transport Strike from December 9 Midnight

TPN Bureau | December 7

Vijayawada: The Andhra
Pradesh Lorry Owners Asso-
ciation has announced plans
to launch an indefinite state-
wide goods transport strike
from midnight on December
9 if the Union Government
does not immediately roll
back the steep hike in the fit-
ness and testing fees for old
goods vehicles.In a strongly
worded statement issued on
Sunday, the association gen-
eral secretary Y.V. Eswar Rao
described the recent decision
of the Central Government as
“unreasonable and financially
unsustainable” for small and
medium transport operators
who are already reeling under
heavy operational costs.

The association has de-
manded that both the Central
and State Governments inter-
vene urgently to prevent a
transport shutdown that
could paralyze goods move-
ment across Andhra Pradesh.
According to the association,
the Centre’s new notification
mandates a significant in-
crease in the testing and fit-
ness renewal fees for goods
vehicles that are more than 13
years old.

Lorry owners argue that
this move comes at a time
when diesel prices, insurance
premiums, and toll charges

have already raised the cost of
operations beyond manage-
able limits.“The decision adds
another burden on operators
who are yet to recover from
pandemic losses and eco-
nomic slowdown,” Eswar Rao
said.

The association leaders
have urged the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister to step
in and exercise the state’s au-
thority to temporarily sus-
pend or relax the implemen-
tation of the Central order in
the state. They argued that
many fleet operators in the
state run vehicles that cross
the 13-year threshold but are
still in good condition and
regularly maintained.

Penalizing them through
higher certification costs, they
said, would force many small
operators out of business.
Among the key demands put
forward by the AP Lorry Own-
ers Association are the with-
drawal of the increased fit-
ness and testing fees,
exemption of goods vehicles
from the mandatory Vehicle
Location Tracking Device
(VLTD) requirement, and the
introduction of relief meas-
ures to reduce the financial
burden on transport owners.

The association has main-
tained that mandatory instal-
lation of VLTDs is unnecessary
for goods carriers that already

maintain route documenta-
tion and operate under strict
permits.The association also
warned that if the govern-
ments fail to respond posi-
tively before the midnight
deadline on December 9, all
goods transport services in
Andhra Pradesh will be sus-
pended indefinitely. Nearly
10,000 lorries are expected to
stay off the road if the strike
goes ahead, halting cargo
movement to and from ports,
rail sheds, and logistics hubs.

This could severely impact
the supply chain and result in
temporary disruptions to es-
sential commodity move-
ment across the state.Repre-
sentatives of the association
stated that transport opera-
tors have been appealing for
reforms to ease their financial
stress for several years but
have received little response.

They added that the gov-
ernment’s current decision
reflects a lack of understand-
ing of ground realities in the
transport sector and warned
that continued neglect could
push many small lorry owners
into bankruptcy. As of Sunday
evening, no official response
has been issued by either the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways or the Andhra
Pradesh Transport
Department.

NRDC-APMSMEDC to Host Technology, Innovation &
IPR Workshop for MSMEs at Ratan Tata Innovation

W RN TRT A

Ik

RTIH sagns Mol wilh
MG Hospdtols & A Fownchetion
e L Enarssiy oo AL LAfCRT O JiesTaT o Tes

PR T

innovation Hub

I AMSUEENO DD FHATT L

Transfiormotess Heolthoong Sodfubomes

TPN Bureau | December 7

Vijayawada: The National Research De-
velopment Corporation (NRDC), in collabo-
ration with the Andhra Pradesh Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment Corporation (APMSMEDC), will con-
duct a one-day workshop on Technology,
Innovation and Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) for MSMEs on December 9, 2025, at
the Ratan Tata Innovation Hub (RTIH) in
Mangalagiri, Guntur district.

State Minister for MSMEs, Rural Poverty
Eradication, and NRI Empowerment, Kon-
dapalli Srinivas, announced the event
through an official statement, highlighting
the workshop's importance in strengthen-
ing the innovation ecosystem for MSMEs
and startups across Andhra Pradesh.

Organized under the RAMP (Raising and
Accelerating MSME Performance) Pro-
gramme, the workshop aims to enhance
the innovation capacity, technological
adoption, and IPR awareness among MS-
MEs and startups. Officials said the initia-

tive will significantly boost the entrepre-
neurial ecosystem by equipping enterprises
with the tools and knowledge required to
leverage advanced technologies, protect
innovations, and accelerate market
commercialization.

Participants will also receive detailed in-
sights into the incentives available under
the MSME Innovative Scheme of the Minis-
try of MSME, Government of India. The
workshop covers financial assistance
schemes that support MSMEs, innovators,
individuals, and students in various stages
of product development, design, and intel-
lectual property protection.

Financial Assistance Available Under the
Scheme

1. Incubation Support

Up to 15 lakh for new and innovative
ideas.

Up to X1 crore for procurement of plant
and machinery during the incubation
phase.

2. Design Support

75% of project cost for micro
enterprises.

60% of project cost for small and medi-
um enterprises.

Funding support of up to 340 lakh for de-
sign projects.

Up to 2.5 lakh for student design
projects.

3. Intellectual Property Support

Up to 1 crore for setting up Intellectual
Property Facilitation Centres (IPFCs).

Support for procurement of machinery,
hardware, software and facilities required
for filing patents, trademarks, designs and Gl
applications.

Minister Kondapalli Srinivas urged MS-
MEs, innovators and entrepreneurs in the
state to make full use of this opportunity to
upgrade their technological and innovation
capabilities.

Interested participants may contact Pro-
gram Coordinator Bhavya Manjira at
9949568527 or Dr BK Sahu at 9810104163
for registration and further details.
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POLITICAL

MP Maddila Gurumoorthy Seeks Urgent Action
in Tirupati University Sexual Harassment Gase

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7
NEW DELHI
YSRCP MP from Tiru-
pati Maddila Gurumoor-
thy has sought immedi-
ate intervention from
the Union Government
and national statutory
bodies in a shocking sex-
ual harassment and
blackmail case involv-
ing a woman B Ed stu-
dent from the National
Sanskrit University,
Tirupati. In letters ad-
dressed to Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, the
National Commission
for Women (NCW), the
National Commission
for Scheduled Castes
(NCSC), and the Nation-
al Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC), the MP
urged swift action and
strict monitoring of the
case.
According to the
written complaint sub-
mitted by the survivor,

Assistant Professor Dr
Laxman Kumar alleg-
edly sexually harassed
and blackmailed her us-
ing personal photo-
graphs and videos. She
stated that continuous
threats, mental torture
and humiliation pushed
her into severe trauma,
ultimately forcing her to
discontinue her
studies.

Calling the incident a
disturbing example of
misuse of authority and
unchecked power with-
in the university cam-
pus, Gurumoorthy ex-
pressed deep concern
over the safety of stu-
dents in higher educa-
tion institutions. He ap-
pealed to the Education
Ministry to ensure a
transparent, independ-
ent, and time-bound in-
vestigation, free from
institutional influence
or pressure.

The MP demanded the
immediate suspension

and arrest of the ac-
cused professor to pre-
vent interference in the
inquiry and to uphold
the survivor’s safety.
Gurumoorthy also in-
formed that he has writ-
ten to the NCW, NCSC

and NHRC, urging them
to closely monitor the
investigation, safeguard
the survivor’s rights and
prevent any attempts at
an institutional cover-
up. He said the YSR Con-
gress Party will move an

adjournment motion in
the Lok Sabha to raise
the issue on the floor of
Parliament, reiterating
that justice for the survi-
vor and accountability
from the institution are
of utmost priority.

YSRCP Revises Schedule For 1-Crore Signatures Movement

TPN Bureau | Desem-
ber 7

Vijayawada: The YSR
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) has announced a
revised schedule for its
ongoing 1-crore signa-
tures movement oppos-
ing the proposed privat-
ization of government
medical colleges in
Andhra Pradesh. The
changes were finalized
on Sunday during a tele-
conference held by YS-
RCP State Coordinator
Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy with key party
leaders across the state.
The party’s original
plan included a meeting
between YSRCP Presi-
dent and former Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy and the Gov-
ernor on December 16 to
submit the collected
signatures.

However, in view of
the President of India’s
visit to the state on that
day, this appointment
has now been resched-
uled to December 17.As
per the revised pro-
gram, constituency-lev-

elrallies and awareness
campaigns will go
ahead as initially
planned on December
10. However, district-lev-
el demonstrations and
related programs,
which were earlier slat-
ed for December 13, will
now be conducted on
December 15.

Party leaders have
been instructed to
strictly adhere to the
updated timetable and
ensure smooth coordi-
nation at all levels.Ad-
dressing MLCs, Parlia-
ment coordinators,
Mayors, Deputy May-
ors, Zilla Parishad
Chairpersons and Vice-

Chairpersons, and
members of various
party committees in-
cluding PAC, CEC and
SEC, Sajjala said the
movement had entered
its final phase with
what he described as an
“overwhelming and un-
precedented” public
response.

According to him,
people from different
sections of society have
been actively participat-
ing in the campaign,
registering their opposi-
tion to any move that
could lead to the privati-
zation of government
medical colleges. He
noted that the number

of signatures collected
so far had already ex-
ceeded the party’s ini-
tial expectations. Sajja-
la directed party
functionaries to organ-
ise public events at con-
stituency headquarters
where the collected sig-
natures would be dis-
played in the presence
of citizens and media
representatives.

After public display,
the signature forms are
to be neatly arranged,
sealed in boxes and dis-
patched in specially ar-
ranged vehicles to the
respective district party
offices. These vehicles
will be ceremonially
flagged off to underline
the significance of the
campaign and to rein-
force the party’s mes-
sage. He emphasised
that senior leaders must
remain visibly active
throughout these pro-
grammes, ensuring
strong coverage in both
mainstream and digital
media. Robust social
media outreach, he said,
would be crucial in am-

Against Medical College Privatization

plifying the party’s
stand and in highlight-
ing the scale of public
participation.Sajjala
also urged leaders at all
levels to focus on mobi-
lising large numbers of
people for the district-
level demonstrations on
December 15, calling on
them to turn the con-
cluding phase of the
movement into a “grand
success” that clearly re-
flects public sentiment
on the issue.

Concluding the tele-
conference, Central Of-
fice In-charge Lella
Appi Reddy appealed to
allleaders, coordinators
and local organisers to
carefully note the sched-
ule changes and make
the necessary logistical
and organisational
arrangements.

He stressed that prop-
er coordination, punc-
tuality and disciplined
execution of the revised
plan would be key to ef-
fectively presenting the
1-crore signatures be-
fore the Governor on
December 17.

Unauthorized build-
ings under construc-
tion for registration un-
der the BPS scheme are
being identified and de-
molished by the Town
Planning Department
Owners of unauthor-
ized buildings con-
structed before 31 Au-
gust 2025 should utilize
the opportunity provid-
ed by the Government
under the LRS and BPS
schemes

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7

VISAKHAPATNAM:
GVMC Commissioner
Ketan Garg informed
through a press state-
ment on Sunday that
several builders are il-
legally constructing
buildings and addition-
al floors with the inten-
tion of registering
them under the Govern-
ment’s BPS scheme.
The Town Planning De-
partment is continu-
ously identifying such
illegal constructions
and demolishing them.
He appealed to all build-
ing owners to utilize the
LRS and BPS schemes
to regularize their con-

City: GYMC Commiissioner

structions and reiterat-
ed that unauthorized
constructions will not
be tolerated in the city.
GVMC is maintaining
strict vigilance to iden-
tify such violations.
The Commissioner
stated that unauthor-
ized constructions and
additional floors under-
taken anywhere within
Visakhapatnam city
limits will not be over-
looked. The Town Plan-
ning Department has
already initiated imme-
diate demolition of
such structures. He
added that several ille-
gal buildings and addi-
tional floors construct-
ed with the intention of
wrongful BPS registra-
tion have already been
demolished.

These include:

In Zone-4, Ward 29,
Prakash Rao Peta -
Demolition of an unau-
thorized third floor at
Door No. 12-55-1 & 2

In Ward 31, Chakali-
peta — Removal of ille-
gal additional floors

In Gajuwaka Srina-
gar — Demolition of un-
authorized upper floors
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The Commissioner
warned building own-
ers, multi-storey build-
ing owners, and the
general public not to
engage in any such ille-
gal constructions.

He advised that own-
ers of unauthorized
buildings and multi-sto-

rey structures con-
structed on or before 31
August 2025 should
make use of the LRS
and BPS schemes pro-
vided by the Govern-
ment to regularize their
buildings. Unauthor-
ized constructions built
after 31 August 2025, as
well as those currently
being constructed ille-
gally, will not be eligible
for the BPS scheme.

To facilitate the pub-
lic, GVMC’s Town Plan-
ning Department has
set up a dedicated Help
Desk at the GVMC Head
Office. Building owners
are encouraged to con-

Cidal/

No Tolerance for Unauthorized Constructions in the

tact the help desk
through the phone
numbers 9154282649,
9154282654 or approach
recognized licensed
technical persons to
regularize their unau-
thorized constructions
built before 31 August
2025. The Commission-
er urged owners to uti-
lize this opportunity
within the stipulated
time.

He also appealed to
citizens to immediately
report any ongoing un-
authorized construc-
tions in the city by call-
ing the GVMC toll-free
number 1800 4250 0009.
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Nellore MP Vemireddy Clarifies
RS 50,000 Donation,Accuses

Jagan of False Propaganda
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TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

Nellore: Member of
Parliament Vemired-
dy Prabhakar Reddy
has strongly refuted
allegations made by
former Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, asserting that
his donation of Rs.
50,000 to the Appanna
family was an act of
pure service and not
politically motivated.

Addressing a gath-
ering at the VP Con-
vention Center in
Kanupurthipadu, Nel-
lore, the MP expressed
both disappointment
and anger at what he
described as an unpro-
voked smear cam-
paign initiated by Jag-
an.Speaking at the
“Atmiya Sammelan-
am” (cordial meeting),
Vemireddy said his
contribution was
made voluntarily and
with compassion.

“I extended help to
Appanna, who is an
employee working un-
der YV Subba Reddy.
The assistance came
from a sense of ser-
vice, not for political
gain. Whoever in-
formed Jagan about
this incident knows
the truth themselves,”
he remarked.

The Rajya Sabha
MP added that Jagan’s
comments were base-
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less and deeply hurt-
ful. “The former Chief
Minister made unnec-
essary remarks about
me. I leave it to his
own conscience and to
God tojudge his inten-
tions. Jagan should
take an oath before
God if his allegations
are true,” Vemireddy
said.He further clari-
fied that philanthropy
and service have been
part of his regular
personal initiatives
for years.

“Every month, I ex-
tend financial help to
many people who are
in need. There is a
long list of beneficiar-
ies, and even Jagan is
aware of my regular
charitable activities,”
he stated.Vemireddy
explained that his ac-
tions stem from a deep
commitment to serve
the community rather
than from any politi-
cal agenda.

“When someone
asks for help, I try my
best to support them. I
have been doing this
consistently out of hu-
manity. Unfortunately;
good deeds sometimes
get misunderstood,
and I end up facing
criticism,” he lament-
ed. Expressing emo-
tional distress, the
Nellore MP said he felt
compelled to respond
only because Jagan’s
remarks had hurt his
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reputation. “I usually
refrain from reacting
to such comments, but
when someone ques-
tions my sincerity, it
becomes painful. Only
God knows the truth
behind our actions
and the good we try to
do for others,” he
added.

Vemireddy conclud-
ed his remarks with a
strong message urg-
ing leaders to refrain
from distorting facts
for political advan-
tage. “There was abso-
lutely no need for Jag-
an to speak this way. It
is saddening when
genuine service is
misrepresented. Even
when helping others,
one might be subject-
ed to blame that is
what pains me the
most,” he stated.

The episode has
drawn attention with-
in Nellore’s political
circles, with observ-
ers noting that rela-
tions between
Vemireddy and Jag-
an, which have been
tenuous for some
time, may strain fur-
ther following these
public statements.
Party sources said
this confrontation re-
flects broader ten-
sions between former
political allies who
have since diverged
sharply in their politi-
cal paths.

YCP Leader Kakani Govardhan
Reddy Faces Another Legal Blow;
Fresh Case Filed in Venkatachelam

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

Nellore: Former
Andhra Pradesh min-
ister and senior YSR
Congress Party (YCP)
leader Kakani Govard-
han Reddy has been
hit by yet another ma-
jor setback as a fresh
case was registered
against him on Sun-
day at the Venkata-
chelam Police Station
in Nellore district.

According to police
sources, Ravuru Rad-
hakrishna Naidu,
chairman of the Chav-
atapalem Cooperative
Society, lodged a for-
mal complaint alleg-
ing that the former
minister made objec-
tionable and abusive
comments against for-
mer minister and
Sarvepalli MLA
Somireddy Chan-
dramohan Reddy.

Acting on the com-

plaint, the Venkata-
chelam police regis-
tered a case and have
begun an investiga-
tion into the incident.
This latest case adds to
a growing list of legal
troubles surrounding
Kakani Govardhan
Reddy, who has al-
ready faced allega-
tions in connection
with the fake liquor

racket that dates back
t0 2014.

Revival of the Fake
Liquor Case

The controversy
stems from accusa-
tions that, during the
2014 general elections,
fake liquor bottles
with counterfeit labels
imported from Goa
were distributed to in-
fluence voters in parts
of Nellore district.

Several people re-
portedly died after
consuming the spuri-
ous liquor, while hun-
dreds suffered severe
health complications.
Investigations into the
case later revealed
that key case files had
mysteriously disap-
peared, raising suspi-
cions of deliberate at-
tempts to weaken the
probe. In 2018, the Vi-
jayawada Special
Court confirmed that
several crucial docu-
ments were missing
and subsequently
transferred the inves-
tigation to the CID
(Crime Investigation
Department) for fur-
ther action.

However, the case
reportedly made little
progress after the YSR
Congress Party came
to power in 2019. The
latest developments
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suggest that the issue
has resurfaced,
prompting renewed
discussions about the
alleged disappearance
of vital files. Critics
claim this was part of
an effort to suppress
the case and protect
influential individuals
implicated in the
scandal.

Growing Political
Pressure

Political observers
note that these re-
newed allegations
come at a politically
sensitive time, with
factions within Nel-
lore’s political land-
scape intensifying
ahead of upcoming
elections. The regis-
tration of a new case
against a prominent
YCP leader like Ka-
kani Govardhan Red-
dy could potentially
escalate tensions be-
tween the ruling par-
ty and the opposition
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), whose MLA
Somireddy Chan-
dramohan Reddy has
been the target of Ka-
kani’s alleged re-
marks. Police said
further inquiries are
underway, and addi-
tional details will
emerge following a
formal investigation.
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7

Vijayawada: The Vi-
jayawada Menopause
Society organized its
first annual medical
conference on Sunday at
Vijayawada, focusing on
the health challenges
women face during
menopause, modern
treatment approaches,
and advancements in
medical research. Dur-
ing a special session on
“Prolapse Redefined,”
renowned gynecologist
Dr Anuradha Koduri
unveiled her latest nov-
el, “My Bollywood
Romance.”

The novel features
“Paru” as the central
character and sensitive-
ly portrays various emo-
tional and social dimen-
sions of a woman’s life.
The story follows Paru,
a traditional Hindu
woman who, despite lov-
ing someone else, mar-
ries at 23 to honor her
family’s wishes.

After two decades as a
successful gynecologist
in Chicago and a devot-
ed mother of two, Paru’s
life is shaken when her
husband, Samar, leaves
her for another woman.
As she struggles with
betrayal, emotional tur-

VIJAYAWADA

moil and responsibili-
ties, her former lover
Harsh re-enters her life.
The novel explores Pa-
ru’s inner conflict and
the decisions she must
make to reclaim her life.

Dr Anuradha, already
acclaimed as a skilled
medical professional,
was congratulated by
many for her literary
achievement.

Speaking at the inau-
gural session, Society
President Dr Haritha
Pinnamaneni stressed
the need to raise aware-
ness about menopause.
She stressed that with
proper medical care and

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

“My Bollywood Romance™ novel released by Dr Anuradha

psychological prepared-
ness, women can effec-
tively manage meno-
pause-related
complications.

Society Secretary Dr
Maineni Poojitha high-
lighted psychological
symptoms such as de-
pression, anxiety and
mood swings, urging
doctors to strengthen di-
agnostic and manage-
ment practices, includ-
ing specialized
counseling protocols.

Treasurer Dr Bhima-
varapu Naveena dis-
cussed rising cases of
osteoporosis, cardiovas-
cular disorders and met-

abolic syndrome among
post-menopausal wom-
en. She said the confer-
ence aimed to familiar-
ize doctors with updated
guidelines on preven-
tive care, lifestyle man-
agementand clinical
monitoring.

Several expert speak-
ers addressed diverse
topics under the confer-
ence theme, “Meno-
pause Care Bridging
Evidence and Practice.”
The event also featured
scientific sessions and
was supported by the
Vijayawada Obstetric
and Gynecological
Society.

New IMA Vijayawada
Members Assume Office

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7
Vijayawada: The
newly elected mem-
bers of the Indian
Medical Association
(IMA), Vijayawada
branch, formally as-
sumed office on Sun-
day at a grand ceremo-
ny held at the IMA
Hall in Vijayawada. Dr
Vemuri Varaprasad
took charge as the new
President in the pres-
ence of outgoing Pres-
ident Dr Bodepudi Ha-
numaiah, senior
members and distin-
guished guests.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dr Hanumaiah
highlighted the asso-
ciation’s ongoing ef-
forts to provide free
medical services and
health awareness pro-
grammes for the poor

and underprivileged.
He said the IMA has
been consistently
working to extend
quality healthcare to
those in need.

After assuming of-
fice, Dr Varaprasad
stated that the associa-
tion would prioritise
public welfare pro-
grammes in collabora-
tion with organisa-
tions such as Lions
Club and Rotary Club.
He expressed commit-
ment to strengthening
community health ini-
tiatives and expanding
medical awareness
among the public.

Renowned physi-
cian Dr YVS Prabha-
kar delivered an in-
formative session on
obesity, elaborating on
preventive measures
and treatment options

to manage the health
condition effectively.
During the event, In-
dian Medical Council
member Dr Keshavrao
Babu felicitated Dr Ha-
numaiah, who re-
ceived the “Best Presi-
dent Award” and also
honoured IMA Secre-
tary Dr Suresh, past
President Dr Rasik
Sanghvi and several
other distinguished
members for their
services.
Prominent IMA
members including Dr
P Srinivas, Dr
Chowdary Bodepudi,
Dr MV Subba Rao, Dr
Vamsi and several oth-
ers participated in the
programme, marking
a significant begin-
ning for the new lead-
ership of the IMA Vi-
jayawada branch.
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Andhra Pradesh Records 50 Road
Accidents and 23 Deaths Per Day in 2025:
MoRTH Flags Six High-Risk Districts

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

Vijayawada:

Road accidents con-
tinue to be a major
cause of concern in
Andhra Pradesh, with
alarming statistics re-
vealed for the period
up to November 5,
2025. According to of-
ficial data, the state
has been witnessing
an average of 50 road
accidents per day,
leading to 23 fatalities
and 53 injuries daily.
Overspeeding re-
mains the primary
cause behind most of
these incidents, high-
lighting the urgent
need for stronger en-
forcement and preven-
tive measures.

Over the past five
years, Andhra Pradesh
has recorded an aver-
age of 19,000 accidents
annually, resulting in
the deaths of nearly
8,000 people each year.
The severity and fre-
quency of accidents
have prompted the Un-
ion Ministry of Road

Transport and High-
ways (MoRTH) to iden-
tify six high-risk dis-
tricts from the state
among the top 100 acci-
dent-prone districts in
the country.

High-Risk Districts
Identified

MoRTH’s nation-
wide report ranks the
following Andhra
Pradesh districts
among the worst af-
fected in India:
Prakasam — Rank 65,
Guntur — Rank 71, Nel-
lore —Rank 75, Ananta-
pur - Rank 81, Kadapa
—Rank 87 and Chittoor
- Rank 96.

These districts have
been classified as crit-
ical zones due to their
high accident num-
bers and fatality rates.
MoRTH has instruct-
ed state authorities to
immediately imple-
ment corrective meas-
ures to reduce acci-
dents, especially along
national highways
and busy traffic
corridors.

Evenings Prove

Deadliest

An analysis of acci-
dent timings over the
last three years shows
that a majority of ac-
cidents occur after
evening hours. Re-
duced visibility, in-
creased traffic and
rash driving during
late hours contribute
significantly to the
higher accident rate.

Nellore and Tirupati
See Most Fatalities

Among the districts,
Nellore and Tirupati
have recorded the
highest number of
deaths in road acci-
dents this year, under-
scoring the need for
targeted interventions.

As the numbers con-
tinue to rise, experts
stress that strict en-
forcement of speed
limits, improved road
engineering, aware-
ness campaigns, and
enhanced patrolling
are essential to curb
the growing menace
of road accidents in
Andhra Pradesh.

EO Reviews Bhavani Deeksha Viramana Arrangements; Directs Officials
to Fast-Track Works

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7

Vijayawada: Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy Var-
la Devasthanam Execu-
tive Officer (EO) VK
Sheena Naik on Sunday
conducted a high-level
review meeting to assess
ongoing arrangements
for the upcoming Bhava-
ni Deeksha Viramana
festivities to be held at
Indrakeeladri in Vi-
jayawada. The EO direct-
ed all departments to ex-
pedite works and
complete them with pre-
cision well before the re-
ligious event begins.

The review meeting,
held at the Devasthanam
office, was attended by
Trust Board members A.
Srinivas Rao and Penu-
matsa Raghavaraju, Ex-
ecutive Engineer-I1
Rambabu, Deputy Engi-
neers Ravindra and
Ashok, and several offic-
ers and staff members
from the engineering
and temple administra-
tion wings. Following
the review, the EO in-
spected key facilities un-
der development around
the temple premises.

These included Bhava-
ni Deeksha-specific
works, queue manage-

ment zones, bathing
ghats, prasadam prepa-
ration centres, annadan-
am arrangements, homa

gundams, and Irumudi
surrender points. She
personally verified the
pace of progress on-site
and interacted with field
officials to assess prepar-
edness at the ground lev-
el.Sheena Naik remind-
ed officials that Bhavani
Deeksha Viramana is
one of the most signifi-
cant annual events at-
tracting lakhs of devo-
tees, symbolizing the
culmination of the devo-
tees’ month-long spiritu-
al observance.

Given the massive
turnout expected, she in-
structed departments to

work in close coordina-
tion to ensure seamless
crowd management, hy-
giene, and safety across

all facilities.The EO em-
phasized the need for
systematic, time-bound
execution of every work
component, warning
that any negligence or
compromise in quality
would invite stringent
disciplinary action.
“Every aspect must re-
flect the sanctity and or-
derliness that the devo-
tees deserve.

There is no room for
delay or substandard
work,” she firmly stated
during the review.Offi-
cials from the engineer-
ing department were
asked to focus on main-
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taining smooth move-
ment in queue lines, suf-
ficient lighting, and
proper maintenance at

_ g s
bathing ghats to prevent
congestion and accidents.
The temple adminis-
tration is also upgrading
sanitation measures and
setting up additional
temporary rest points to
provide comfort to devo-
tees arriving from vari-
ous parts of Andhra
Pradesh and neighbor-
ing states. The EO also
reviewed logistical ar-
rangements for prasad-
am preparation and an-
nadanam distribution.
She instructed staff to
maintain cleanliness
and ensure that food
served meets hygienic

standards. Arrange-
ments for homa gun-
dams and ritual plat-
forms are being
strengthened to accom-
modate the expected rise
in ritual activities dur-
ing the concluding days
of the Deeksha.

Highlighting the im-
portance of inter-depart-
mental coordination,
Sheena Naik said that
various wings engineer-
ing, vigilance, sanita-
tion, and temple services
— must function as a
unified team to deliver a
transparent and success-
ful event.She appealed to
all Bhavani devotees to
cooperate with temple
authorities and follow
guidelines for the
smooth conduct of ritu-
als and crowd move-
ment. “Our collective
goal is to ensure that
every devotee returns
with spiritual satisfac-
tion and a positive expe-
rience,” she added.

The EO expressed con-
fidence that, with timely
completion of all works,
the 2025 Bhavani Deek-
sha Viramana will be
conducted in a grand
and orderly manner at
the sacred Indrakeeladri
temple premises.

Jyothi Surekha Vennam Shines with Bronze at
Taipei Archery Open 2025

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7

VIJAYAWADA: In-
dia’s ace compound
archer Jyothi Surekha
Vennam once again un-
derlined her class and
consistency on the in-
ternational stage by
clinching the bronze
medal at the Taipei Ar-
chery Open 2025 (In-
door World Series 250)
held on December 6.
The Vijayawada-based
star produced a power-
ful performance to de-
feat South Korea’s So
Chaewon 149-143 in a
thrilling bronze medal
match, reaffirming her
status as one of the
world’s top performers
in compound archery.

The Taipei Archery
Open is one of the pres-
tigious events on the In-
door World Series cir-
cuit, which features
elite archers from
around the globe com-
peting for ranking
points and podium posi-
tions. Facing tough
competition from sea-
soned international op-
ponents, Jyothi exhib-
ited remarkable
precision, mental com-
posure, and technical
mastery throughout the
tournament.

Her bronze-medal
performance is being
hailed as a command-
ing start to her indoor
season and a promising
indicator of form ahead
of major upcoming
championships.Jyothi’s
journey to the podium

was marked by a string
of consistent high
scores in the earlier
elimination rounds.
Maintaining calm un-
der pressure, she con-
tinued her trademark
rhythm balancing con-
trol and aggression to
secure clean ends and
build an unassailable
lead in her bronze-med-
al match against So
Chaewon, a prominent
Korean archer known
for her own indoor
expertise.

Jyothi’s final score of
149, dropping only one
point in the 15-arrow
match, demonstrates
her near-flawless execu-
tion.The 2025 indoor
campaign holds special

importance for Jyothi,
who has been one of In-
dia’s most reliable med-
al hopes across both in-
dividual and team
compound events. Her
Taipei triumph adds yet
another international
medal to her distin-
guished career, which
already includes multi-
ple World Cup, World
Championship, and
Asian Games medals.
This latest accolade sig-
nals her readiness for
the upcoming stages of
the Indoor World Series
and the World Archery
Championships later in
the season.

Sports analysts and
archery enthusiasts
have praised Jyothi’s

stability and focus, par-
ticularly considering
the demands of indoor
archery, where even
minute variations in re-
lease or aim can alter
scores dramatically. Her
ability to maintain con-
sistency across formats
whether indoor or out-
door reflects her deep
experience, training dis-
cipline, and growing
confidence on the global
circuit.Back home in Vi-
jayawada and across In-
dia, congratulations
poured in from sport-
spersons, fans, and
officials.

The Archery Associa-
tion of India lauded her
latest success, calling
her a “pillar of strength”

for Indian compound ar-
chery. Jyothi’s coach
and support team cred-
ited her dedication and
precision for yet anoth-
er excellent perfor-
mance that inspires up-
coming Indian archers.

As India continues to
expand its presence in
world compound ar-
chery, Jyothi Surekha
Vennam’s achievements
serve as a beacon of ex-
cellence and determina-
tion. Her bronze in Tai-
pei is not just another
medal it is a reflection
of her relentless pursuit
of perfection and a sign
that she remains a
strong contender for
global honors in the
year ahead.
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Bhagiradha Chemicals Adopts Survereddypalem
Village under ‘Pay Back Society’ Initiative

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7

Ongole:

In a commendable act
of social responsibility,
Bhagiradha Chemicals
Ltd. has adopted Survey
Reddypalem village un-
der its “Pay Back Socie-
ty” initiative, drawing
widespread apprecia-
tion from district offi-
cials and public repre-
sentatives. Speaking on
the occasion, District
Collector P. Rajababu
lauded the organiza-
tion’s efforts to contrib-
ute meaningfully to ru-
ral development
through sustainable
interventions.

As part of the compa-
ny’s P-4 program, Bha-
giradha Chemicals ex-
tended its support to the
SKR Charitable Trust
for the installation of a
modern Reverse Osmo-
sis (RO) water purifica-
tion plant worth 181lakh
in Survey Reddypalem
village of Ongole man-
dal. The project was of-
ficially inaugurated on
Saturday in the pres-
ence of several dignitar-
ies, local representa-
tives, and residents.

Ensuring Safe
Drinking Water for
Villagers

With the new RO
plant now operational,
villagers will have ac-
cess to clean and safe
drinking water, a major
relief in areas that have
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long experlenced issues
with groundwater con-
tamination. The instal-
lation reflects the organ-
ization’s commitment to
improving public health
standards while ad-
dressing essential needs
at the grassroots level.
Speaking after the in-
auguration, MLA Da-
macharla Janardhan
emphasized that Bhagi-
radha Chemicals has
gone beyond traditional
corporate boundaries
by adopting not one but
four villages, including
Yarajarla, Survereddyp-
alem, Cheruvukommu-
palem, and Vengamuk-
kapalem. The company
is undertaking several
welfare activities target-
ed at improving infra-
structure, sanitation,
education, and environ-
mental sustainability
across these adopted

villages.

Collective Commit-
ment to Rural Growth

Collector P. Rajababu
appreciated the compa-
ny’s initiative and de-
scribed it as a model ex-
ample of corporate
social responsibility
(CSR). He highlighted
that such public-private
partnerships are vital
to accelerating rural
progress and comple-
menting government
welfare efforts. “Often,
real development hap-
pens when communi-
ties and private organi-
zations together take
ownership of local
issues.

Bhagiradha Chemi-
cals’ adoption of these
villages demonstrates
that sense of responsi-
bility,” the Collector
stated. The inaugura-
tion event drew partici-
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pation from a wide range

of local officials and
community leaders. On-
gole Mayor Gangadha
Sujatha, PCCB Bank
Chairman Kamepalli
Seetharamayya, RDO
Lakshmi Prasanna, and
AMC Chairman R. Ven-
kat Rao were among
those present.

They praised the com-
pany’s proactive ap-
proach and pledged con-
tinued support for civic
and rural welfare
efforts.

A Path Toward Sustain-
able Social Responsibility

Bhagiradha Chemi-
cals’ “Pay Back Society”
motto underscores the
company’s philosophy
of giving back to the
communities that sur-
round its operations. By
focusing on tangible,
need-based projects
such as safe drinking

water, healthcare, and
education, the company
aims to set a precedent
in corporate citizen-
ship. Local residents ex-
pressed gratitude to the
company and officials
for addressing a long-
pending community
need.

The new RO facility
is expected to benefit
hundreds of families
and serve as an exam-
ple of how effective
CSR practices can ele-
vate rural living condi-
tions.The event marked
not just the opening of
a water purification
system but also the be-
ginning of a long-term
partnership between
industry, government,
and local citizens work-
ing together for a clean-
er, healthier, and more
empowered rural
Andhra Pradesh.

GVMC Commissioner Conducts Surprise
Inspection of Night Sanitation Operations

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 7
Visakhapatnam:
GVMC Commissioner
Ketan Garg conducted a
surprise inspection of
night sanitation opera-
tions in various loca-
tions under Zone-3 and
Zone-4 of the Greater
Visakhapatnam Munici-
pal Corporation on 06-12-
2025 Saturday midnight.
The inspection covered
RTC Complex,
Siripuram, Satyam
Junction, Seethammad-
hara, Diamond Park,
and several other areas.
During the inspec-
tion, the Commissioner
interacted with the sani-
tation workers and in-
structed them to per-
form their duties with
determination, dedica-
tion, and sincerity. He
emphasized that night
sanitation plays a cru-
cial role in maintaining
city cleanliness, control-
ling pollution, safe-
guarding public health,
and enhancing the city’s
beauty. He advised the
sanitation staff to work
responsibly to ensure
the city remains clean
and attractive at all

_!

times.

The Commissioner re-
viewed night-time gar-
bage collection, waste
management, and en-
forcement of sanitation
norms in commercial
areas. He stressed the
importance of proper
trash collection from
business establish-

ments, timely removal
of waste, and strict ad-
herence to cleanliness
standards during night
hours.

While most sanitation
workers reported to
duty on time, it was
found that about 12% of
the total 375 workers
were absent during

night duty. The Commis-
sioner directed Sanitary
Inspectors to closely
monitor the movement
of garbage collection ve-
hicles and ensure com-
plete removal of accu-
mulated waste.

He further instructed
officials to identify busi-
ness establishments vio-
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lating sanitation norms
by dumping waste in
front of their shops and
impose heavy penalties
through the “SHE
Teams” (Sanitation and
Health Enforcement
Teams) during night
hours. In the Package-15
area behind RTC Com-
plex, the Commissioner
ordered immediate ac-
tion— with the support
of the Town Planning
Department— to remove
additional counters set
up on footpaths or im-
pose a penalty of 10,000
on each shop.

Expressing strong dis-
satisfaction, the Com-
missioner noted that the
SS-II officer responsible
for night sanitation was
not present in the field at
1 AM and lacked details
on workers’ attendance,
sanitary inspectors, and
vehicle movements.

He instructed public
health officials over the
phone to further
strengthen night sanita-
tion monitoring, stating
that negligence in clean-
liness duties will not be
tolerated and that offi-
cials and staff must act
responsibly to ensure
every area remains
clean.

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Dead Man Pays Mutation Fee :
Shocking Incident at Ongole

Municipal Corporation
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Ongole, Prakasam
District: In what lo-
cals are calling a bi-
zarre case of “official
magic,” the Ongole
Municipal Corpora-
tion has found itself
embroiled in contro-
versy after records
showed that a man
who died ten years
ago appeared to have
personally paid a mu-
tation fee of 200. The
revelation has sparked
outrage among resi-
dents and raised seri-
ous questions about
integrity, documenta-
tion, and potential
corruption within
the civic body.

According to offi-
cial records, one Go-
vindarao, a resident
of Ongole, passed
away about a decade
ago. Since then, his
property has been
under the possession
of his daughter and
grandchildren, who
have continued pay-
ing property taxes in
his name without in-
terruption. However,
shock waves spread
across the local com-
munity when munici-
pal records recently
showed that Govin-
darao had “returned”
to pay a mutation fee
in person, an impos-
sibility that exposed
glaring procedural

lapses.

The controversy
deepened when a
woman suddenly sur-
faced, claiming to be
Govindarao’s wife.
Reports suggest that
she manipulated cer-
tain officials, pre-
senting herself as the
legal spouse, and
managed to get the
property mutation
processed once again
in Govindarao’s own
name. Alarmingly,
the transaction was
approved and receipt
records were gener-
ated without any sup-
porting documents
such as a family
member certificate,
marriage proof, or
death verification.

When confronted
by journalists, mu-
nicipal staff claimed
that “the woman her-
self came and paid
the fee,” implying
that the department
accepted the payment
and processed the
mutation solely on
her verbal state-
ments. This has
drawn sharp criti-
cism from both the
public and Govin-
darao’s actual family,
who accuse the offi-
cials of bypassing le-
gal procedures and
facilitating forgery.

Adding fuel to the
fire, allegations have
surfaced linking the

incident to a Revenue
Inspector (R.I.) who
reportedly played a
central role in or-
chestrating the pro-
cess. The officer,
sources say, had pre-
viously been caught
in an Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB)
trap and had only re-
cently resumed duty
after a long gap. It is
alleged that he acted
upon verbal instruc-
tions and “high-level
recommendations”
from district offi-
cials, leading to this
irregular approval.

Local residents are
demanding a thor-
ough probe, arguing
that the case exposes
systemic corruption
and casual negli-
gence within the mu-
nicipal offices. Go-
vindarao’slegitimate
family members
have formally re-
quested an investiga-
tion, insisting that
justice be served and
the property’s right-
ful ownership
restored.

As the story con-
tinues to unfold, On-
gole residents are
left wondering
whether ghosts have
indeed started pay-
ing taxes—or if some
officials simply be-
lieve they can make
the dead return for
their paperwork.

Vizianagaram District Police
Stress Strict Adherence to Road
Safety Rules: SP Damodar

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 7

VIJAYAGARAM:

Vizianagaram Dis-
trict Superintendent
of Police AR Da-
modar, directed offi-
cials to intensify road
safety measures and
create greater public
awareness to curb ris-
ing road accidents
across the district.

Addressing offi-
cials, SP Damodar in-
structed them to iden-
tify accident-prone
black spots, prepare
detailed action plans
for each location and
submit reports so that
corrective steps can
be taken in coordina-
tion with other de-
partments. He
stressed that visible
policing and daily ve-
hicle inspections
must be strengthened
to ensure compliance
with road safety and
Motor Vehicles Act
norms.

The SP highlighted
that many road acci-

dents could be pre-
vented if two-wheeler
riders consistently
wore helmets. Offi-
cials were told to
counsel riders on the
life-saving benefits of
helmets and ensure
every motorist car-
ries all mandatory ve-
hicle documents
while on the road.

As part of intensi-
fied enforcement, the
district police have
registered 19,077 cas-
es against riders not
wearing helmets,
2,370 cases for using
mobile phones while
driving, 1,020 cases
against vehicle own-
ers who allowed mi-
nors to drive and 5,510
drunken-driving cas-
es so far this year. No-
tably, in the last 20
days alone, 45 persons
caught driving under
the influence of alco-
hol have been sen-
tenced to jail. Addi-
tionally, 17,246 cases
were filed for con-
suming alcohol in

public places.

SP Damodar reiter-
ated that driving un-
der the influence is a
punishable offense
and minors driving
vehicles is a legal vio-
lation. He instructed
officials to intensify
drunken-driving
checks, register cases
without compromise,
and ensure offenders
are prosecuted.

To prevent acci-
dents at identified
black spots, the SP di-
rected installation of
caution boards on
both sides, speed-con-
trol measures such as
stoppers and barri-
cades, and reflective
radium stickers to im-
prove visibility at
night.

He stated that once
all departments sub-
mit their reports, the
matter will be taken
to the District Collec-
tor to implement nec-
essary measures to
reduce road accidents
effectively.
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INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

RULE OF LAW

RECLAIMING DIGNITY: THE UNFINISHED
JOURNEY OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN AP

Rammohan Nimmaraju
Senior Social Worker

Reclaiming Dignity: The
Unfinished Human Rights
Journey of Trafficked
Women and Girls in
Andhra Pradesh

International Human
Rights Day is a reminder
of humanity’s collective
promise that every indi-
vidual—regardless of
class, caste, gender, or cir-
cumstance—is entitled to
dignity, equality, and free-
dom from violence. Yet in
Andhra Pradesh, the lived
experiences of thousands
of women and girls who
are trafficked into com-
mercial sexual exploita-
tion reveal how distant
this promise remains.
Their lives are shaped by
economic distress, unsafe
migration, entrenched
gender inequality, and
weak enforcement mecha-
nisms that allow violence
and exploitation to be-
come daily realities in-
stead of exceptional
violations.

Survivors repeatedly de-
scribe a continuum of
harm that spans physical,
sexual, psychological, and
economic abuse. Traffick-

ers, brothel operators, cli-
ents, intimate partners,
and private moneylenders
exert relentless control,
and in some cases even law
enforcement or custodial
institutions become sourc-
es of further degradation.
Rescue, far from guaran-
teeing safety, often intro-
duces a new cycle of sur-
veillance, moral policing,
and humiliating treat-
ment. Many women speak
of unsafe shelter condi-
tions, long periods of insti-
tutionalisation, and rou-
tines that strip them of
autonomy, reinforcing
trauma and violating their
fundamental right to live
free from cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment.

Long after exiting ex-
ploitation, stigma contin-
ues to shadow survivors.
Once labeled, they face
persistent exclusion from
housing, employment,
healthcare, and public ser-
vices. The denial of these
entitlements—guaranteed
under the Constitution—
cuts at the core of their
right to equality and non-
discrimination, pushing
them back toward the very
vulnerabilities that facili-
tated their trafficking in
the first place.

Data obtained by
VIMUKTHI, a collective of
survivors of trafficking
and commercial sexual ex-
ploitation, illustrates the
systemic gaps that com-
pound this suffering. Be-
tween 2019 and June 2023,
2,737 survivors entered 21
Swadhar Homes and five
Ujjawala Homes across the
state. These shelters were
meant to offer comprehen-
sive rehabilitation, yet
only 692—barely a quar-
ter—applied for the enti-
tlements they were eligi-
ble for, and just 592
ultimately received any
form of support. In effect,
less than 22 percent ac-
cessed legally mandated
rehabilitation, leaving the
majority without the fi-
nancial, psychological, or
social resources required
to rebuild their lives. Be-
hind these numbers lie
structural failures: ab-
sence of individual care
plans, poor coordination
among departments, lim-
ited livelihood opportuni-
ties, inadequate mental
health services, and pro-
longed institutional stays
that serve as holding peri-
ods rather than genuine
rehabilitation.

The history of anti-traf-

ficking efforts in Andhra
Pradesh shows that mean-
ingful progress is possible
when political will aligns
with community needs. In
2003, under the leadership
of then Chief Minister Sri
Nara Chandrababu Naidu,
the government intro-
duced India’s first state-
level anti-trafficking poli-
cy through G.O. Ms. No. 1.
This pioneering measure
established a state mecha-
nism chaired by the Chief
Secretary to ensure coor-
dinated responses to res-
cue, rehabilitation, and
reintegration. Even after
state bifurcation in 2014,
the policy continued effec-
tively until 2018. However,
from 2019 onward, its im-
plementation faded, leav-
ing the order largely con-
fined to paper. Government
data reveals that of 2,460
survivors rescued between
2016 and 2022, barely five
to ten percent received
support under the order or
related schemes—an
alarming indicator of in-
stitutional neglect.

The consequences of
such gaps are devastating.
Survivors released from
shelters without financial
assistance or rehabilita-
tion often return to unsafe

environments where traf-
fickers retain influence.
Without victim compensa-
tion or livelihood support,
many borrow money at ex-
orbitant rates from private
lenders, entering debt
bondage that deepens
their vulnerability. In nu-
merous cases, survivors
are unable to testify in
court due to intimidation,
financial distress, or lack
of support, resulting in
low conviction rates—
barely eight percent ac-
cording to NCRB data.
This cycle of failed prose-
cution empowers traffick-
ers and undermines
justice.

Compounding these
challenges is a troubling
legislative vacuum.
Andhra Pradesh currently
lacks any enforced law reg-
ulating private money-
lenders after the repeal of
the Debtors’ Protection
Act, 1934, and the non-en-
forcement of the A.P. Mon-
eylenders Bill, 2017. The
absence of legal safe-
guards has allowed preda-
tory lending to flourish,
particularly affecting sex
workers and trafficking
survivors. The recent
floods in and around Vi-
jayawada further wors-

ened their socio-economic
distress, forcing many
back into exploitative bor-
rowing mechanisms that
risk retrafficking.

While Andhra Pradesh
was once recognized as a
frontrunner for progres-
sive anti-trafficking policy,
today it is identified as the
state with the highest
number of sex workers in
India—1.33 lakh, accord-
ing to a recent Ministry of
Health and Family Wel-
fare study. This alarming
statistic underscores the
urgency of re-establishing
comprehensive, communi-
ty-based rehabilitation
models. Successful exam-
ples from West Bengal
demonstrate that empow-
ering local structures—
such as Andhra Pradesh’s
village and ward-level
Sachivalayam system—
can transform access to
services and reduce retraf-
ficking by ensuring sup-
port within the survivor’s
community.

Livelihood security, fi-
nancial inclusion, and pro-
tection from moneylend-
ers remain critical pillars
of human rights restora-
tion. Sex workers fre-
quently face intimidation
in banks and government

offices, making financial
services inaccessible with-
out institutional support.
Many attempt small busi-
nesses but fail due to lack
of mentoring and techni-
cal guidance. Ensuring
that SRLM and SULM ac-
tively include sex workers
in livelihood planning is
essential for long-term
economic empowerment.
Similarly, access to health
services must extend be-
yond HIV care to include
mental health support, as
emotional trauma, depres-
sion, and stigma signifi-
cantly impact the well-be-
ing of survivors and their

children.

Children of sex workers
continue to face high lev-
els of stigma, exclusion,
and violence in schools
and communities, yet re-
main invisible within the
state’s child protection
systems. Without targeted
interventions, many are
pushed toward substance
abuse, exploitation, or ear-
ly entry into the sex trade,
perpetuating a cycle of
vulnerability that spans

generations.

Anti-Human Traffick-
ing Units, though estab-
lished as specialized mech-
anisms by the Ministry of

Home Affairs, operate in
only half of Andhra
Pradesh’s districts and
suffer from inadequate in-
frastructure, inconsistent
training, and weak inter-
departmental coordina-
tion. Poor investigation
and lack of witness protec-
tion continue to produce
low conviction rates, un-
dermining the deterrent
effect of the law.

As Sri Chandrababu
Naidu resumes office as
Chief Minister, survivors
across the state voice a
collective plea: to revive
the spirit of the 2003 poli-
cy, restore accountability,
ensure 100 percent com-
pensation, rehabilitate
every rescued victim, and
rebuild systems that up-
hold their rights rather
than prolong their suffer-
ing. On this International
Human Rights Day, their
struggle stands as a pow-
erful reminder that hu-
man rights are not ab-
stract ideals. They are
lived realities measured
in safety, dignity, justice,
and opportunity—and the
true test of governance
lies in ensuring that these
rights reach those who
have been denied them the
longest.

Telangana’s Temples Marching Forward

Telangana’s temples
are seeing major im-
provements, thanks to
the government led by
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and Endowments
Minister Smt. Konda
Surekha. The govern-
ment is working hard to
make temples beautiful
and grand, but most im-
portantly, they’re making
sure ordinary people
have basic facilities
when they visit. They are
fixing many things that
were ignored before and
are giving special impor-
tance to the people’s reli-
gious beliefs. This com-
mitment was clear
during the big festivals.
The recent Sammakka-
Saralamma Jatara, the
state’s largest gathering,
was held successfully,

with the government
spending %110 crores to
ensure a smooth experi-
ence. Now, they are plan-
ning an even bigger festi-
val next time, including
permanent construction
at the site. The Bonalu
festival in Hyderabad
was also celebrated on a
grander scale, with 720
crores sanctioned—more
money than before—due
to the Minister’s special
interest. In a first, the
Endowments Depart-
ment started Mass
Karthika Month Lamp
Festivals (Deepotsa-
vams), bringing spiritual
light to all temples every
evening during the holy
Karthika month. They’re
also using technology:
people who can’t attend
the Sammakka-Saralam-

ma festival can now offer
‘gold’ and receive prasa-
dam online through ser-
vices like Mee Seva and
the Postal Department.
This online service was
also available for prasa-
dam during Maha Shiv-
aratri. On the adminis-
trative side, the
government gave promo-
tions to 33 long-serving
employees and moved
temple staff around in
transfers after 16 years.
New events like the River
Lamp Offering (Nadi
Aarathi) have begun at
sacred places like Bhad-
rachalam. Big Plans for
Big Temples The govern-
ment is spending about
7400 crores to improve
temples across the state.

Yadagirigutta is get-
ting a new gold plating on

its main dome (about 63
kg of gold). They’ve also
planned a Vedic School
and acquired a large area
of land for building guest
houses. Vemulawada re-
ceived 276 crores for im-
provements, including
building a new free meal
(Annadanam) center.
Bhadrachalam received
760.20 crores to buy land
for future development.
The government is also
protecting temple prop-
erty. They started a spe-
cial effort to secure over
632 acres of temple land.
They plan to use some of
this land for solar plants,
involving women’s self-
help groups (Indira Ma-
hila Shakti Groups).
They are also using mod-
ern mapping technology
(GIS digitalization) to

keep track of temple
lands, which is a com-
mendable step. Overall,
Telangana’s religious
sites are not just being
preserved; they are being
actively developed using
modern methods, greater
funding, and a deep re-
spect for the public’s
faith, ensuring a bright
future for these cultural
landmarks.

Sagar Vanaparthi, Policy
Analyst.
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IndiGo Operations Stabilise as Government
Steps In to Protect Passengers

New Delhi:

India’s largest airline,
IndiGo, is steadily return-
ing to normal operations
after days of widespread
disruptions, operating
over 1,650 flights today, up
from 1,500 the previous
day. In a late-evening up-
date, the airline confirmed
that 137 out of its 138 desti-
nations are now function-
ing, with on-time perfor-
mance improving sharply
to 75 per cent from just 30
per cent a day earlier.

IndiGo reiterated that it
will continue to provide a
full waiver on cancella-
tions and free reschedul-
ing for all bookings made
until December 15. The air-
line said the process of is-
suing refunds and sorting
delayed baggage is pro-
gressing rapidly. “We are
working round the clock to
resume normal service.
Please bear with us,” the
airline said in its latest
statement.

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) has tak-
en swift and decisive steps
to handle the disruption
caused by IndiGo’s opera-
tional crisis and to ensure
that passengers are not
subjected to further incon-
venience. According to of-
ficials, multiple emergen-
Cy measures were
introduced to stabilise the
situation and protect con-
sumer interests.

Airfare Caps to Prevent
Overcharging

Following a spike in air-
fares due to cancellations

and a sudden shift in de-
mand, the ministry im-
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posed an immediate cap on
ticket prices across affect-
ed routes. This interven-
tion was aimed at prevent-
ing overcharging and
ensuring air travel re-
mained fair and afforda-
ble. Officials said fare lev-
els have already moderated
and all airlines have been
directed to strictly comply
with the revised fare
structure.

Refunds and
Rescheduling Relief

To safeguard passengers
financially, MoCA directed
IndiGo to complete all re-
funds for cancelled or
heavily delayed flights by 8
pm today. So far, the airline
has processed refunds
amounting to ¥610 crore.
The ministry also prohib-
ited the levy of any addi-
tional fees for reschedul-
ing tickets impacted by the
disruption.
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To further streamline
passenger support, IndiGo
has set up dedicated help
cells to proactively assist
travellers and resolve re-
fund and rebooking issues
without unnecessary
delays.

Baggage Delivery
Accelerated

The ministry instructed
IndiGo to trace and deliver
all baggage that had been
separated from passengers
within 48 hours. Continu-
ous communication with
affected travellers has
been made mandatory. In-
diGo has already delivered
more than 3,000 pieces of
stranded baggage across
the country as of yester-
day, reflecting visible pro-
gress in clearing the
backlog.

Normalcy Returns at
Airports
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Airport directors from
major hubs, including Del-
hi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad and Goa, con-
firmed that terminal op-
erations have largely re-
turned to normal.
Passenger movement has
remained smooth, with no
overcrowding reported at
check-in counters, securi-
ty points or boarding
gates.

On-ground assistance
has been strengthened
with enhanced monitoring
and timely deployment of
support staff by airport
operators and the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF).
24x7 Monitoring and

Passenger Assurance

MoCA’s 24x7 control
room continues to func-
tion as an integrated co-
ordination centre, close-

ly monitoring flight
operations, airport con-
ditions and passenger
grievances. Calls are be-
ing handled in real
time, while teams re-
main on the ground to
supervise operational
planning, crew roster-
ing and customer
handling.

The ministry reas-
sured passengers that
safety, comfort and dig-
nity remain the govern-
ment’s top priorities. It
said India’s aviation
network is moving
quickly towards com-
plete normalcy and that
corrective measures
will remain in force un-
til operations stabilise
fully. Continuous moni-
toring will ensure pas-
senger rights are pro-
tected, with further
updates to be shared as
required.

Goa Nightclub Fire During Bollywood Event Kills 25,
Triggers Probe

Goa: A devastating fire
broke out at the popular
nightclub Birch By Ro-
meo Lane in north Goa’s
Arpora late last night,
claiming at least 25 lives
and injuring six others,
during a crowded “Bolly-
wood Banger Night” event
that had drawn around
100 tourists.

According to eyewit-
ness accounts and circu-
lating videos, the incident
unfolded while a dancer
was performing to the
iconic song “Mehbooba O
Mehbooba” from the clas-
sic Hindi film Sholay. The
video shows the perform-
er on stage, surrounded
by musicians and cheer-
ing guests, when flames

suddenly erupted behind
the console area. Initially,
the seriousness of the sit-
uation was not realised,
with some spectators even
making light-hearted re-
marks, but panic set in as
the flames spread
rapidly.

Within moments, fire
engulfed the ceiling and
upper portions of the
club. Musicians aban-
doned their instruments,
and both staff and guests
rushed towards the exit.
However, the club’s nar-
row entry and exit points
caused severe bottle-
necks, trapping many peo-
ple inside. Several tour-
ists reportedly ran
towards the kitchen locat-

ed on the lower floor in
search of an escape route,
only to become trapped
due to poor ventilation
and thick smoke.

Rescue operations were
also severely hampered
by infrastructure chal-
lenges. Firefighters said
the narrow lanes leading
to the club were inacces-
sible to large fire engines,
forcing them to park near-
ly 400 metres away from
the site. This delay com-
plicated efforts to control
the blaze and evacuate
stranded victims. Offi-
cials confirmed that most
victims died of suffoca-
tion, while others sus-
tained critical burn
injuries.

Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant termed
the tragedy unprecedent-
ed in the state. In his
statement, he said prelim-
inary findings suggest
the fire began on the up-
per floor and that con-
gested exits prevented
many people from escap-
ing in time. He also point-
ed out serious ventilation
failures in the under-
ground areas, which
proved fatal for those who
fled there.

The state government
has ordered a magisterial
inquiry into the incident.
An FIR has been regis-
tered against the hotel’s
general managers and the
owner, and arrest war-

rants have been issued.
The investigation will fo-
cus on whether the estab-
lishment complied with
mandatory fire safety and
building regulations.

Expressing condolenc-
es, the Chief Minister as-
sured that financial assis-
tance would be provided
to the families of the vic-
tims. He added that the
government is committed
to taking strict measures
to prevent such tragedies
in the future.

The incident has sent
shockwaves across the
country, once again high-
lighting the critical need
for strict enforcement of
fire safety norms in pub-
lic venues.

India Plans Possible Zelenskyy Visit After Putin Talks,

New Delhi: Even as Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin wrapped up his two-
day visit to India on De-
cember 5, New Delhi has
begun preparations for a
possible visit by Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, highlighting In-
dia’s careful diplomatic
balancing act amid the on-
going Russia-Ukraine war.
According to officials, the
Ukrainian leader’s visit
could take place as early as
January 2026.

The proposed visit is
part of India’s long-stand-
ing effort to remain en-
gaged with both Moscow
and Kyiv. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has con-
sistently maintained that
India is “not neutral” but
firmly “on the side of
peace”. This stance was re-
iterated during Putin’s
visit and reflects the same
approach Modi conveyed
to Zelenskyy during his
UKkraine trip last year.

Diplomatic sources said
talks between Indian and
Ukrainian officials have
been underway for several
weeks, with New Delhi co-
ordinating with Zelen-
skyy’s office even before
Putin arrived in India.
However, the final timing
and scope of the visit will

depend on multiple fac-
tors, including develop-
ments on the battlefield
and evolving international
peace initiatives.

One significant variable
is the proposed peace plan
by former US President
Donald Trump, which is
being closely monitored in
New Delhi. Domestic po-
litical developments in
Ukraine are also likely to
influence the situation, as
President Zelenskyy’s gov-
ernment faces pressure
amid a major corruption
controversy.

Ukraine’s presiden-

Walks Diplomatic Tightrope

tial visits to India have
been rare, having taken
place only three times
in the past — in 1992,
2002 and 2012 — making
any proposed visit by
Zelenskyy diplomatical-
ly significant.

Putin’s India visit has
drawn close attention from
European countries, with
several envoys urging In-
dia to leverage its influ-
ence to persuade Moscow
to end the conflict. India,
however, has remained
consistent in its messag-
ing, arguing that dialogue
and diplomacy are the only

[

sustainable solutions.
Modi’s remark during
talks with Putin — “India
is not neutral, India is on
the side of peace” — ech-
oed similar language he
used during his Ukraine
visit in August 2024.

Since the war began in
February 2022, Modi has
remained in contact with
both Putin and Zelenskyy,
speaking to the Ukrainian
leader by phone at least
eight times and meeting
him on four occasions.
Their most recent conver-
sation took place on Au-
gust 30, when Modi was in

China for a summit and
was preparing to meet
Putin.

The conflict has also
started affecting India’s
economic interests direct-
ly. Secondary sanctions
and tariff pressures, in-
cluding penalty tariffs im-
posed by the United States
over Russian oil purchas-
es, have forced India to re-
duce its imports of Rus-
sian crude since
September.

Notably, recent official
statements from both lead-
ers avoided using the
words “war” or “conflict”,
instead referring to the
situation as a “crisis”.
This marked a shift from
Modi’s earlier blunt mes-
saging in 2022, when he fa-
mously told Putin that
“this is not the era of
war”.

While no reference to
the Ukraine situation ap-
peared in the latest joint
statement, India remains
quietly active behind the
scenes, positioning itself
as a potential bridge for
dialogue. A Zelenskyy vis-
it, if finalised, would fur-
ther underline India’s
evolving role as a global
diplomatic mediator seek-
ing peace rather than tak-
ing sides.
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Pakistani Woman Appeals to PM
Modi, Alleges Hushand Abandoned
Her and Planned Second Marriage

New Delhi: A Paki-
stani woman from Kara-
chi has made an emo-
tional public appeal
seeking justice, alleging
that her husband aban-
doned her and began
preparations for a sec-
ond marriage in India
while still legally mar-
ried to her. The woman,
identified as Nikita
Nagdev, released a video
message that has drawn
widespread attention on
social media and
sparked strong reac-
tions from social and le-
gal groups in both India
and Pakistan.

According to Nikita,
she married Vikram
Nagdev, a Pakistani-ori-
gin man living in Indore
on a long-term visa, on
January 26, 2020, in Ka-
rachi as per Hindu cus-
toms. She stated that
she travelled to India
with her husband on
February 26, 2020, hop-
ing to begin a new life.
However, she claims
that within months, her
situation changed
dramatically.

Nikita alleged that on
July 9, 2020, she was tak-
en to the Attari border
and sent back to Paki-
stan under the pretext
of a “visa technicality.”
She said she was forci-
bly separated from her
husband and has since
been repeatedly denied
the opportunity to re-

turn to India. “I kept re-
questing him to call me
to India, but he refused
every time,” she said in
her video statement.

In her appeal, Nikita
directly addressed
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, stating that
women risk losing faith
in the justice system if
such cases are ignored.
She urged people to
stand with her and high-
lighted the physical and
emotional abuse that
women often face after
marriage.

She also made serious
allegations about her
treatment at her in-
laws’ home, claiming
that her husband was
involved in an affair.
When she raised the is-
sue, she alleged that her
father-in-law dismissed
the matter, telling her
that such behaviour by
men was normal.

During the COVID-19
lockdown, Nikita
claimed she was again
pressured to remain in
Pakistan permanently
and was stripped of any
chance to reunite with
her husband. She fur-
ther alleged that she
later discovered Vikram
was planning a second
marriage with a woman
from Delhi while still
married to her.

Distressed by these
developments, Nikita
filed a written com-

plaint on January 27,
2025. Her case was taken
up by the Sindhi Panch
Mediation and Legal
Counsel Centre, which
is authorised by the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court to facilitate me-
diation in such disputes.
Notices were sent to
Vikram and the alleged
prospective bride, and a
hearing was conducted,
but mediation failed.

In its report dated
April 30, 2025, the Cen-
tre stated that since nei-
ther spouse holds Indi-
an citizenship, the case
falls under Pakistan’s
legal jurisdiction. It
also recommended that
Vikram be deported to
Pakistan for further le-
gal proceedings.

Earlier, in May 2025,
Nikita approached the
Indore Social Panchay-
at, which also recom-
mended Vikram’s de-
portation. Indore
Collector Ashish Singh
confirmed that an offi-
cial inquiry had been
initiated and that appro-
priate action would be
taken based on the
findings.

The case continues to
draw public attention as
legal and administra-
tive authorities in India
and Pakistan consider
the next steps, while Ni-
kita continues to seek
justice and reunifica-
tion or legal closure.

Mandhana Calls Off Wedding, Refocuses
on Cricket Career

Indian women’s crick-
et star Smriti Mandhana
has officially called off
her wedding with music
composer Palash Much-
hal, ending weeks of
speculation around her
personal life. The crick-
eter confirmed the deci-
sion through a heartfelt
statement on Instagram,
saying it was “important
for me to speak out” af-
ter continuous rumours
following the postpone-
ment of the ceremony.

Mandhana, who is
known to maintain a pri-
vate personal life, said
she felt compelled to
clarify the situation due
to growing public inter-
est. In her post, she
wrote that while she pre-
fers to stay away from
personal publicity, she
wanted to make it clear
that the wedding has
been called off. Her
statement has brought
closure to weeks of un-
certainty surrounding
the high-profile
relationship.

The wedding had orig-
inally been scheduled
for November 23, 2025,
and was preceded by
months of pre-wedding
celebrations that had
gained widespread at-
tention across social me-
dia. The ceremony was
abruptly postponed last
month after Mandha-
na’s father, Srinivas
Mandhana, suffered a
sudden medical emer-
gency. Around the same
time, reports emerged
that Palash Muchhal
was also hospitalised
due to stress-related
health issues.

Initially, members of
both families main-
tained that the wedding
was only delayed and
would be rescheduled
soon. However, specula-
tion intensified after
Mandhana removed sev-
eral wedding-related
posts from her social me-
dia accounts and was
seen in public without
her engagement ring.
Her latest public state-
ment has now put an end
to the rumours.

In her message, Mand-
hana firmly shifted the
focus back to her profes-
sional career, emphasis-
ing that cricket remains
her top priority. She stat-
ed that representing In-
dia at the highest level is
her true purpose and
that her commitment to
the sport remains
unwavering.

“I believe there is a
higher purpose driving
us all and for me that has
always been represent-
ing my country at the
highestlevel,” she wrote,
adding that she hopes to
continue winning tro-

phies for India for as
long as possible.

Mandhana also ap-
pealed to fans and the
media to respect the pri-
vacy of both families
during this difficult pe-
riod. She requested
space for everyone in-
volved to process the sit-
uation and move for-
ward with dignity.

The development
comes at a crucial stage
in Mandhana’s career.
She is expected to play a
key role for India in up-
coming international
matches and is set to
lead Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in the Wom-
en’s Premier League.
Her teammate and close
friend Jemimah Rodri-
gues had earlier with-
drawn from the Women’s
Big Bash League to sup-
port her, highlighting
the strong backing she
has within the cricket-
ing community.

As she turns the page
on her personal life,
Mandhana appears fully
focused on her cricket-
ing journey ahead.
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FIFA Peace Prize to Trump Sparks

FIFA President Gianni Infantino
has sparked global debate after
awarding the newly established FIFA
Peace Prize to former U.S. President
Donald J. Trump during the 2026
World Cup draw in Washington, D.C.
The decision has raised questions
about the organization’s commit-
ment to political neutrality and its
credibility as an international sports
governing body.

During the high-profile ceremony,
Infantino praised Trump for his in-
ternational diplomatic efforts, in-
cluding his support for agreements
such as the Abraham Accords, which
normalized relations between Israel
and several Arab nations. “This is
your prize, this is your peace prize,”
Infantino declared, lauding Trump
as a leader who promoted peace and
unity. Trump accepted the award,
calling it “one of the great honors of
my life,” and claimed his tenure as
president had “saved millions of
lives worldwide.”

However, the decision has drawn
sharp criticism from human rights
organizations, sports commentators,
and political observers. Critics argue
that Trump’s controversial domestic
and foreign policies, including mili-
tary interventions and restrictions
on civil liberties, are inconsistent
with the ideals of peace and humani-
tarian leadership that such an award
is meant to recognize.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has
questioned the legitimacy of the
prize, demanding transparency re-
garding the nomination and selec-
tion process. The organization called
for clarity on whether nominees
were evaluated for their adherence to
international human rights stand-
ards, pointing out that Trump’s re-
cord on conflict resolution and hu-
manitarian issues is mixed at best.
Some analysts have suggested that
awarding the prize to Trump reflects
a politicization of FIFA itself, chal-
lenging the long-standing principle
that football should remain separate
from political disputes.

Controversy

Further controversy surrounds the
committee responsible for selecting
the recipient. Reports indicate that
the FIFA Social Responsibility Com-
mittee, tasked with choosing peace-
prize honorees, is chaired by a figure
with links to a regime sanctioned for
human rights violations. Observers
have raised concerns that the com-
mittee lacks impartiality, undermin-
ing the credibility of the award.

This unprecedented move has reig-
nited debates about FIFA's role on the
global stage. Traditionally, FIFA has
sought to position football as a neu-
tral platform that promotes unity,
cultural exchange, and fair competi-
tion. Critics argue that aligning the
organization with a divisive political
figure threatens to erode public trust
and tarnish FIFA’s reputation.

The timing of the award, coincid-
ing with the World Cup draw for the
2026 tournament in the U.S., Canada,
and Mexico, has amplified scrutiny.
Some media outlets have described
the decision as symbolic and politi-
cally motivated, rather than a genu-
ine recognition of efforts to advance
peace. Comparisons have been drawn
to “participation trophies,” suggest-
ing that the award may serve more as
a gesture of approval than a mean-
ingful honor.

Despite the backlash, Infantino de-
fended the choice, emphasizing FI-
FA’s desire to highlight leadership
that contributes to global stability.
Yet, many observers maintain that
the controversy highlights broader
challenges facing international or-
ganizations attempting to balance
sports promotion with social and po-
litical engagement.

As the world prepares for the 2026
World Cup, the awarding of the
FIFA Peace Prize to Trump contin-
ues to spark debate. For many, the
decision underscores the delicate
intersection of politics and sports,
raising difficult questions about
FIFA’s role, responsibilities, and the
limits of its neutrality on the inter-
national stage.

Gaza Ceasefire at Risk as
Israeli Raids Resume

Israeli air raids targeted the Mag-
hazi camp in central Gaza on Sunday,
December 7, 2025, raising alarms that
the fragile ceasefire could collapse.
The strikes came just days after a
truce aimed at ending years of violent
conflict, underscoring how tenuous
the current calm remains. Japan’s De-
fence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi de-
scribed similar tensions in East Asia,
though in Gaza the focus is on civilian
safety amid renewed Israeli military
activity.

Reports indicate that Israeli forces
killed seven Palestinians in northern
Gaza during the day, including a 70
year-old woman and her adult son.
These casualties have intensified
fears that the ceasefire, which was me-
diated with international oversight,
may be short-lived. The incidents oc-
curred despite ongoing negotiations
and limited truce arrangements de-
signed to stabilize the region
temporarily.

Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani
emphasized the fragile nature of the
ceasefire, calling it a temporary pause
rather than a durable peace. Speaking
at the Doha Forum, he stressed that a
stable truce requires a full withdrawal
of Israeli forces, the restoration of
mobility for Palestinian civilians, and
comprehensive guarantees for sus-
tained peace. “The current calm is not
permanent,” Al Thani warned, high-
lighting the critical need for immedi-
ate international engagement to pre-
vent escalation.

Regional powers have echoed these
concerns. Tirkiye’s foreign minister
cautioned that without urgent inter-
vention, particularly from the United
States, progress toward a stable cease-
fire could quickly falter. The renewed
airstrikes illustrate the high risk of
resuming full-scale conflict, particu-

larly given the densely populated na-
ture of Gaza and the widespread de-
struction from previous operations.

Humanitarian conditions remain
dire. Millions of civilians continue to
face displacement, restricted access to
essential services, and the psychologi-
cal toll of living under constant threat.
Aid and reconstruction efforts are
moving slowly, and any new surge in
violence could exacerbate the already
severe humanitarian crisis. Interna-
tional organizations have warned that
renewed hostilities could undo
months of relief work and prolong
suffering for Gaza’s population.

The ceasefire plan, negotiated with
international mediators, included
phased steps such as limited with-
drawal of forces and hostage exchang-
es. While initial phases were largely
observed, the resumption of air raids
has underscored the fragility of these
arrangements. Observers note that
the situation remains highly volatile,
with both sides needing to uphold
commitments to avoid a return to
large-scale hostilities.

Analysts warn that the current
truce’s stability hinges on continuous
monitoring, adherence to agreed
terms, and meaningful dialogue be-
tween Israeli and Palestinian repre-
sentatives. Without these measures,
the risk of escalation remains high,
potentially drawing in regional actors
and complicating international efforts
to maintain peace in the Middle East.

As the situation develops, the peo-
ple of Gaza remain caught between
fragile diplomacy and the harsh re-
alities of renewed military action.
While mediators continue to push for
progress, the fragile calm is a re-
minder that achieving lasting peace
will require sustained international
commitment and genuine political
will on all sides.

GLOBAL

The government of Be-
nin said it has successfully
foiled a coup attempt after
a group of soldiers tried to
overthrow the country’s
leadership early Sunday,
triggering gunfire, mili-
tary deployments and
heightened security across
the capital.

Interior Minister Alas-
sane Seidou announced in
a televised address that
loyal forces remained com-
mitted to the republic and
neutralised the uprising.
“The Beninese armed forc-
es and their leadership,
true to their oath, re-
mained committed to the
republic,” he said, con-
firming that the situation
was under control.

Earlier in the day, a fac-
tion of soldiers made a
broadcast claiming they
had ousted President Pa-
trice Talon. Eyewitnesses
reported hearing gunshots
in parts of the city, while
journalists working for the
state broadcaster were
briefly held hostage. A
presidential adviser later
confirmed that President
Talon was moved to a se-
cure location. French offi-
cials denied reports that
he had taken shelter at
France’s embassy.

According to Seidou, the
mutiny began on the
morning of December 7,
when a small group of sol-
diers attempted to destabi-
lise state institutions. Loy-
alist troops quickly moved

in, regaining control and
foiling the attempt. Heli-
copters were seen flying
over Cotonou, while key
roads were blocked and a
strong military presence
was deployed around stra-
tegic locations.

Benin, a former French
colony, has long been re-
garded as one of West Af-
rica’s more stable democ-
racies, despite being one
of the world’s poorer na-
tions and heavily depend-
ent on cotton production.

The rebel soldiers were
reportedly led by Lt-Col
Pascal Tigri, who justified
the action by accusing the
government of mishan-

dling national security,
particularly in the coun-
try’s northern regions
bordering Niger and Bur-
kina Faso. In recent years,
Benin’s forces have suf-
fered casualties in clashes
with jihadist militants
linked to Islamic State and
al-Qaeda.

The mutineers also ac-
cused President Talon of
neglecting fallen soldiers’
families, cutting health-
care funding, raising taxes
and restricting political
freedoms.

President Talon, 67, is
nearing the end of his sec-
ond term and is due to step
down next year, with elec-
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Benin Foils Coup Attempt, Heavy Security Deployed
in Cotonou

tions scheduled for April.
First elected in 2016, he
has promised not to seek a
third term and has backed
Finance Minister Romuald
Wadagni as his preferred
successor. His government
has been praised for eco-
nomic reforms but criti-
cised for limiting dissent
and opposition activities.
The attempted coup
comes amid growing re-
gional instability. It fol-
lows the recent overthrow
of Guinea-Bissau’s presi-
dent and a wave of mili-
tary takeovers in Burkina
Faso, Mali, Guinea and Ni-
ger. Russia has increased
its influence in many Sa-

helnations in recent years,
while Burkina Faso, Mali
and Niger have exited
ECOWAS to form the Alli-
ance of Sahel States.

The African Union and
ECOWAS strongly con-
demned the attempted
coup. AU Commission
Chair Mahmoud Ali You-
souf reiterated the or-
ganisation’s zero-toler-
ance policy toward
unconstitutional changes
of government.

Authorities in Benin
have urged calm while
maintaining heightened
security as investiga-
tions into the incident
continue.

China Targets Japanese Jets
with Radar Near Okinawa

TOKYO:

Japan has raised concerns af-
ter Chinese fighter jets directed
fire-control radar at Japanese
aircraft over international wa-
ters near the Okinawan islands
on Saturday, December 6, 2025.
The incidents, which occurred in
two separate encounters, prompt-
ed strong condemnation from Ja-
pan’s Defence Minister Shinjiro
Koizumi, who described the ac-

tions as “dangerous.”

“These radar illumination
went beyond what is necessary
for the safe flight of aircraft,”
Koizumi said in a post on X, em-
phasizing that Japan had lodged
a formal protest with China over
the “regrettable” events. The en-
counters took place in a sensitive
region near disputed territories
claimed by both Japan and Chi-
na, heightening existing tensions
between the neighboring

countries.

Relations have been strained
following comments from Japa-
nese Prime Minister Sanae Taka-
ichi, who warned that Japan
could respond militarily if Chi-
nese actions against Taiwan
threatened Japan’s security. Tai-
wan, a democratically governed
island, is claimed by Beijing and
lies just 110 kilometers (68.4
miles) from Japan’s westernmost

Yonaguni Island.

China’s military did not re-
spond to calls made to its defence
ministry outside office hours on
Sunday, December 7. Analysts
suggest the incident could fur-
ther escalate tensions in the East
Asian region, where both Japan
and China maintain significant
military presence and influence.

Japan hosts the largest concen-
tration of U.S. military forces
outside the United States, includ-
ing warships, aircraft, and thou-
sands of Marines stationed in
Okinawa. The proximity of U.S.
forces adds another layer of stra-

tegic complexity, with potential
implications for regional securi-
ty. The U.S. State Department
was not immediately available

for comment.

week.

do-Pacific region.

The Chinese aircraft involved
were J-15 fighter jets, launched
from the Liaoning aircraft car-
rier. Japan reported that the car-
rier was operating south of the
Okinawan islands alongside
three missile destroyers during
the incidents. These movements
coincide with a broader Chinese
naval build-up in East Asian wa-
ters, which, according to Reuters
citing intelligence sources, in-
cluded more than 100 naval and
coast guard vessels earlier in the

Taiwan’s government has ex-
pressed concern over the Chi-
nese military build-up, describ-
ing it as a potential threat to
security across the Indo-Pacific
region. Japan confirmed it is
closely monitoring Chinese ac-
tivities in its surrounding waters
to ensure the safety of its air-
space and maritime routes.

These incidents mark another
chapter in a growing pattern of
regional military posturing. Ja-
pan and China have long-stand-
ing disputes over territory and
security influence in the East
China Sea, particularly regard-
ing islands claimed by both na-
tions. Observers warn that re-
peated close encounters between
military aircraft carry the risk
of accidental escalation, under-
scoring the fragile nature of re-
gional security dynamics.

With tensions continuing to
simmer near Taiwan and OKk-
inawa, the international commu-
nity is closely watching the situ-
ation. Both Japan and its allies,
including the United States, are
expected to maintain vigilance to
prevent any miscalculations that
could destabilize the broader In-

hardship.

sion

Rising tensions between the
United States and Venezuela have
sparked fears that any U.S. mili-
tary action could destabilize the
country and trigger far-reaching
consequences across Latin Amer-
ica. Experts warn that even a lim-
ited strike could set off a chain
reaction of violence, political up-
heaval, and humanitarian crises.

Since early September 2025, the
U.S. has conducted targeted
strikes on at least 21 Venezuelan
boats, reportedly linked to drug
trafficking, resulting in at least 87
deaths. Washington justifies the
operations as necessary to curb
drug flows threatening U.S. na-
tional security, although critics
contend that evidence connecting
Venezuela directly to major nar-
cotics exports is limited.

While some U.S. officials have
not ruled out a full-scale invasion,
analysts believe any intervention
would likely be limited to air and
naval strikes rather than ground
operations. Logistical challenges,
legal hurdles, domestic opposi-
tion, and the risk of protracted
occupation make a full invasion
improbable. Nonetheless, even
short-term strikes carry signifi-
cant risks for both Venezuelans
and the broader region.

One of the most pressing con-
cerns is the potential for armed
groups to exploit the chaos. Ana-
lysts warn that any disruption of
Venezuela’s military or paramili-
tary structures could empower
factions to seize control in parts
of the country. Such fragmenta-
tion would likely exacerbate vio-
lence and make governance near-
ly impossible, threatening
civilians already enduring severe

The political opposition in Ven-
ezuela may also lose ground. Ex-
perts note that external aggres-
often
“rally-around-the-flag” effect,
consolidating support for in-
cumbent governments and pro-
viding justification for crack-
downs on dissent. This dynamic
could make meaningful political
change more difficult, under-
mining U.S. objectives of pro-
moting democracy or stability.

US Strike on Venezuela Could Trigger

Regional Chaos

Humanitarian consequences
would likely be severe. Venezue-
la’s population is already grap-
pling with hyperinflation, food
shortages, and mass displace-
ment. The United Nations esti-
mates that nearly eight million
people need humanitarian assis-
tance. Even limited strikes could
further disrupt electricity, water,
medical services, and food distri-
bution, intensifying suffering and
displacement.

International ramifications are
also a concern. Countries such as
China and Russia, key allies of
Caracas, could increase diplomat-
ic or logistical support to Vene-
zuela, complicating the situation.
While direct military interven-
tion by these powers seems un-
likely, their backing could prolong
conflict and heighten regional
tensions.

Beyond immediate regional
risks, analysts warn that a U.S. at-
tack could set a dangerous prece-
dent. By framing a domestic crisis
as a threat warranting extrater-
ritorial force, it could weaken in-
ternational norms against unilat-
eral military interventions and
embolden similar actions else-
where in Latin America.

Experts caution that what
might be intended as a short, tar-
geted operation could instead be-
come a long, destabilizing con-
flict. The combination of political
uncertainty, armed group activity,
and humanitarian vulnerabilities
could turn Venezuela into a pro-
tracted crisis zone, with ripple ef-
fects across neighboring
countries.

As Washington weighs its op-
tions, the international commu-

nity is watching closely. Diplo-

triggers a

mats, human rights advocates,
and regional governments are
urging restraint, emphasizing
the need for dialogue and multi-
lateral solutions to avoid trig-
gering a “Pandora’s box” of in-
stability. For the Venezuelan
people, the coming weeks may
determine whether the nation
remains on the brink of chaos
or manages to navigate through
rising tensions without a cata-
strophic conflict.
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ECONOMY

Fed Rate Decision, Fll Flows to Shape Indian
Markets

As the new week begins,
Indian financial markets
are set for a critical period,
with investor attention fo-
cused on the U.S. Federal
Reserve’s upcoming policy
decision and foreign institu-
tional investor (FII) trading
activity. Analysts say these
two factors are likely to
steer market momentum,
while domestic economic
indicators add an addition-
al layer of uncertainty.

Last week, Indian indices
closed largely flat after a
week of mixed trading. The
BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty
50 showed limited move-
ment as investors adopted a
cautious approach amid
global and domestic uncer-
tainties. Currency volatility
further contributed to mar-
ket caution, with the Indian
rupee weakening past 790
against the U.S. dollar, rais-
ing concerns about capital
flows and import costs.

The Federal Reserve’s
Federal Open Market Com-
mittee (FOMC) meeting,
scheduled for December
9-10, is expected to be the
week’s defining event. In-
vestors will closely monitor
both the Fed’s interest rate
decision and its forward
guidance on monetary poli-
¢y, which could significant-
ly influence global risk sen-

timent and
emerging-market equities,
including India. Any indica-
tion of a rate cut or pause
could boost risk appetite,
while hints of further tight-
ening may prompt investors
to reduce exposure to
emerging markets.

Foreign institutional in-
vestor activity will also play
a crucial role in shaping
market trends. Analysts
note that FIIs remain cau-
tious, with inflows and out-
flows heavily influenced by
global monetary policy, the
strength of the U.S. dollar,
and domestic market funda-
mentals. Ajit Mishra, Sen-
ior Vice President at Relig-
are Broking, observed that
FIIs are likely to closely
track India’s inflation data
scheduled for December 12,
which will provide clues
about the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) future policy
stance.

Global cues remain equal-
ly important. Markets
worldwide are reacting to
economic data from the
United States, fluctuations
in bond yields, and the over-
all performance of major
global indices. A surge in
the dollar or a spike in U.S.
yields could trigger capital
outflows from emerging
markets, while positive

global sentiment could at-
tract fresh investment into
Indian equities.

Domestic fundamentals
also continue to influence
investor sentiment. Corpo-
rate earnings announce-
ments, inflation data, and
macroeconomic trends are
all under scrutiny. Analysts
suggest that until clear sig-
nals emerge from both the
Fed and FIIs, market par-
ticipants are likely to main-
tain a cautious approach,
balancing risk and opportu-
nity carefully.

Ponmudi R, CEO of
wealth-tech firm Enrich

Money, noted that “If global
fund flows rotate back into
emerging markets, India
could benefit, but it largely
depends on clear and sup-
portive cues from the U.S.
Fed.” Currency stability
will also be critical, as a
weakening rupee could de-
ter foreign investors and in-
crease volatility in equity
markets.

Overall, the market
mood can be described as
“watchful wait.” Investors
are closely monitoring ex-
ternal and domestic devel-
opments, seeking indica-
tions on interest rates,

foreign flows, and macroe-
conomic stability before
making major investment
decisions.

As the week progresses,
the interplay between glob-
al monetary policy, FII ac-
tivity, domestic inflation
data, and currency move-
ments will determine the
trajectory of Indian stock
markets. Analysts caution
that while opportunities
exist for gains, heightened
volatility is likely, empha-
sizing the need for prudent
trading and investment
strategies in the coming
days.

MS Dhoni Builds Z1,000-Crore Business Empire Post-Cricket

New Delhi — Former In-
dian cricket captain MS
Dhoni, widely celebrated as
“Captain Cool” for his calm
and strategic approach on
the field, has quietly built a
sprawling business empire
worth approximately 21,000
crore, showcasing a shrewd
mix of investments, brand
management, and long-
term planning. Even after
stepping away from inter-
national cricket, Dhoni’s
earnings and business ven-
tures continue to make him
one of India’s wealthiest
and most influential sports
icons.

As of 2025, Dhoni’s net
worth is estimated around
Z1,000 crore (roughly US$120
million), with an annual in-
come reportedly close to 50
crore. A significant portion
of this wealth stems from
strategic investments and
endorsements, rather than
just cricket contracts or
prize money. Analysts note
that his post-retirement fi-
nancial strategy reflects the
same calm and calculated
approach that character-
ized his captaincy.
Diversified Business
Ventures

Dhoni’s investments span
multiple sectors, highlight-

ing both diversity and care-
ful selection:

. Food & Dining: He
invested %32 crore in a res-
taurant chain with a build-
your-own meal concept,
which has gained traction
amid rising consumer
demand.

. Technology &
Startups: His portfolio in-
cludes stakes in fitness
brands, electric mobility,
and used-car marketplaces,
reflecting an eye for emerg-
ing sectors and innovation.

. Sports Franchises:
Dhoni remains involved in
sports business, co-owning
a football club and support-
ing various athletic initia-
tives, demonstrating his
continued engagement with
sports beyond cricket.

. Real Estate & As-
sets: His property holdings
include a lavish farmhouse
in his hometown of Ranchi,
along with residences in
major cities. These holdings
reflect both personal wealth
and strategic real estate
investments.

Dhoni’s business philoso-
phy emphasizes sustainable
growth, long-term poten-
tial, and careful selection of
ventures, rather than short-
term, high-risk gambles.
Even ventures that under-

perform, such as an EV-taxi
startup, have been part of
hislearning curve, reinforc-
ing a balanced approach to
risk and investment.

Brand Value and
Endorsements

Beyond his business ven-
tures, Dhoni commands an
impressive brand value, es-
timated at around 800
crore. His calm, approacha-
ble persona, combined with
decades of consistent crick-
eting excellence, has made
him a favorite for endorse-
ments across sportswear,
automobiles, tech products,
and lifestyle brands. The
synergy between his per-
sonal brand and business
ventures has amplified both
his financial reach and
influence.

Experts highlight that
Dhoni’s strategy is distinc-
tive: he invests in sectors he
understands, trusts people
he partners with, and prior-
itizes ventures with long-
term potential. This disci-
plined approach, mirroring
his cricketing mindset, has
helped him build a diversi-
fied portfolio that continues
to grow even in retirement.

A Legacy Beyond Cricket

MS Dhoni’s journey from

“Captain Cool” on the crick-
et field to a business mag-
nate illustrates a rare com-
bination of strategic
thinking, brand manage-
ment, and entrepreneurial
foresight. While many
sports stars see their influ-
ence fade after retirement,
Dhoni’s careful invest-
ments, strong brand pres-
ence, and engagement with
emerging sectors position
him as a lasting business
icon in India.

In conclusion, Dhoni’s
success off the pitch dem-
onstrates that with vision,
discipline, and diversified
investments, athletes can
transform their personal
brand and wealth into a sus-
tainable business empire.
His %1,000-crore net worth
stands not only as a testa-
ment to his cricketing bril-
liance but also as a blue-
print for sports stars aiming
to translate fame into long-
term financial success.

Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim: Billionaire Royal with Global
Economic Clout

New Delhi — Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni, the Emir of Qatar, stands
out not only as a royal fig-
ure but also as a powerful
economic player with per-
sonal and sovereign wealth
estimated at over $400 bil-
lion. From real estate and
tech investments to energy
holdings and luxury assets,
Sheikh Tamim’s economic
influence extends well be-
yond Qatar, affecting global
markets, diplomatic rela-
tions, and high-value invest-
ment flows. The Emir re-
cently made headlines after
gifting a $300 million Boe-

ing 747 8 jet to the United
States, showcasing the scale
of his wealth and the
unique ways it intersects
with diplomacy.

From Heir to Emir

Born on June 3, 1980,
Sheikh Tamim is the fourth
son of former Emir Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani and
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.
Educated initially in Qatar,
he later attended the Royal
Military Academy Sand-
hurst, graduating in 1998.
Groomed as heir apparent
after his elder brother re-
nounced succession, he as-

cended the throne on June
25, 2013, at the age of 33, be-
coming one of the youngest
rulers in the Gulf. His
youth, combined with stra-
tegic vision, has allowed
him to modernize Qatar’s
economic policies while
maintaining the country’s
longstanding regional
influence.

Sovereign Wealth and Global
Investments

Qatar’s economic power
stems primarily from its
vast natural gas reserves
and oil wealth. Under
Sheikh Tamim, the Qatar
Investment Authority (QIA)
— the country’s sovereign
wealth fund — manages
over $450 billion in global
assets, including equities,
real estate, infrastructure
projects, and technology
startups. The fund’s diversi-
fied strategy enables Qatar
toreduce dependency on hy-
drocarbons while creating
steady international reve-
nue streams.

Sheikh Tamim’s personal
portfolio mirrors this stra-
tegic diversification. He
owns multiple luxurious
properties, including a
15-palace complex in Doha,
international residences in

London and Sardinia, and a
fleet of private jets and
yachts. These assets, while
symbols of wealth, also
serve as platforms for glob-
al investment and high-level
economic interactions.

Economic Diplomacy and
Strategic Influence

The Emir’s $300 million
jet gifted to the United
States highlights how
wealth and diplomacy inter-
twine. Beyond symbolism,
such gestures are tools of
soft power, enhancing bilat-
eral relations and reinforc-
ing Qatar’s role as a key
player in global geopolitics.
Sheikh Tamim’s wealth en-
ables Qatar to act asamajor
investor in global markets,
giving the country leverage
in international economic
and political affairs.

Diversification and Risk
Management

Sheikh Tamim emphasiz-
es diversified investments,
both at the sovereign and
personal level, mitigating
risks associated with oil
price fluctuations. His ven-
tures include technology
startups, luxury real estate,
and global infrastructure
projects, balancing high-

value opportunities with
long-term economic
stability.

Global Economic Impact

The Emir’s wealth and
investments impact inter-
national markets. QIA in-
vestments support job cre-
ation, stimulate
innovation, and stabilize
key sectors worldwide. Qa-
tar’s strategic hosting of
major global events, in-
cluding the FIFA World
Cup 2022, further solidi-
fies its role as a hub for
capital inflows, tourism,
and global investment.

In conclusion, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni exemplifies how mod-
ern monarchy can shape
global economics. Through
strategic sovereign wealth
management, diversified
personal investments, and
diplomatic gestures, he not
only secures national pros-
perity but also positions
Qatar as a pivotal player in
the global financial and
geopolitical landscape. His
wealth, influence, and stra-
tegic investments under-
score the growing econom-
ic significance of Gulf
monarchies on the world
stage.
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TCS, Infosys Lead 372,285 Crore
Market-Cap Surge Among Top Firms

New Delhi — The combined
market capitalization of five of In-
dia’s top ten most-valued firms
surged by 72,284.74 crore last
week, led by TCS and Infosys, ac-
cording to market data. The gains
underscore selective investor in-
terest in IT and financial sector
blue-chips, even as some heavy-
weight firms witnessed declines.

Among the top performers, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) post-
ed the biggest gain, adding
235,909.52 crore to reach a market
valuation of ¥11,71,862.37 crore. In-
fosys followed with an increase of
323,404.55 crore, taking its market
cap to %6,71,366.53 crore. Other
contributors included Bajaj Fi-
nance, which rose 26,720.28 crore
t0 36,52,396.39 crore; Bharti Airtel,
gaining %3,791.90 crore to
12,01,832.74 crore; and ICICI
Bank, up 2,458.49 crore to
39,95,184.46 crore. Collectively,
these five firms drove a significant
portion of market momentum
among India’s large-cap stocks.

However, not all top firms par-
ticipated in the rally. Reliance In-
dustries led the declines, falling
¥35,116.76 crore to ¥20,85,218.71
crore. Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) dropped %15,559.49
crore to ¥5,50,021.80 crore, while
State Bank of India slipped
37,522.96 crore t0 %8,96,662.19 crore.
HDFC Bank and Larsen & Toubro
also recorded losses of 5,724.03
crore and ¥4,185.39 crore, respec-
tively. These contrasting move-
ments highlight the selective na-
ture of recent investor interest,
focused on firms with strong earn-
ings growth prospects or per-
ceived resilience.

Market analysts noted that the
surge in TCS and Infosys valua-
tions reflects continued optimism
in India’s IT sector, which has ben-
efited from strong global demand,
digital transformation trends, and
consistent earnings growth.
Meanwhile, financial services
companies like ICICI Bank and
Bajaj Finance gained as investor
sentiment around credit growth
and retail finance remained
positive.

Despite the sharp gains in indi-
vidual firms’ market caps, broad-
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er indices showed muted perfor-
mance. The BSE Sensex rose
marginally by 5.7 points, while the
NSE Nifty 50 fell 16.5 points over
the same period. This divergence
indicates that gains were concen-
trated in select high-performing
stocks rather than a broad market
rally. Analysts suggest that stock-
specific factors — including re-
cent quarterly results, earnings
guidance, and sectoral develop-
ments — drove the momentum
rather than overall market trends.

The market-cap surge also illus-
trates the growing dominance of
certain firms in shaping overall
investor sentiment. TCS and Info-
sys, in particular, continue to at-
tract foreign and domestic portfo-
lio inflows due to their strong
fundamentals and global business
presence. Similarly, companies in
the financial sector remain attrac-
tive to investors seeking growth
combined with relative stability.

For investors, these develop-
ments underline the importance
of selective stock picking. While
broader indices may show muted
gains or volatility, targeted invest-
ments in high-quality large-cap
firms with strong earnings visibil-
ity and sectoral tailwinds can de-
liver substantial returns. The per-
formance of TCS, Infosys, and
other top gainers is expected to
continue to influence market sen-
timent in the near term, highlight-
ing the evolving dynamics of In-
dia’s equity market.

In summary, last week’s 272,285
crore surge in market capitaliza-
tion among five top firms demon-
strates concentrated investor opti-
mism, with IT and financial
services stocks leading the gains,
while several heavyweight firms
faced declines. The selective na-
ture of these movements empha-
sizes the need for strategic stock
selection amid mixed market
performance.

Midcaps Likely to Lead Market Gains in 2026,
Says Kotak AMC

New Delhi — Mid-cap stocks are
expected to outperform both large-
cap and small-cap equities in 2026,
according to Nilesh Shah, Manag-
ing Director of Kotak Mahindra
Asset Management Company
(AMC). In its recently released
market outlook for the calendar
year, Kotak AMC highlighted im-
proving domestic consumption,
strong earnings growth, and re-
newed foreign investor interest as
key drivers for mid-cap
outperformance.

Shah noted that corporate earn-
ings are projected to remain ro-
bust in FY2026, with many compa-
nies expected to report
double-digit growth in FY2027.
This growth, coupled with a more
stable macroeconomic environ-
ment, is anticipated to attract for-
eign portfolio investments, provid-
ing liquidity and supporting
mid-cap valuations. “While mid-
caps are likely to outperform, in-
vestors should adopt a balanced
approach, moderating return ex-
pectations and diversifying across
sectors,” Shah advised.

Drivers for Mid-Cap
Outperformance

Kotak AMC emphasized that
mid-cap stocks benefit from great-
er exposure to domestic demand-
driven sectors. Financial services,
consumption-oriented industries,
healthcare, and e-commerce are
expected to offer significant
growth opportunities. Rising ru-
ral incomes, favorable regulatory
policies, and increasing discre-
tionary spending are likely to
boost revenue streams for compa-
nies in these sectors.

The fund house specifically
highlighted mid-cap firms linked
to vehicle demand, household con-
sumption, and retail as poised to
benefit from domestic economic
trends. Analysts suggest that
these segments, which are closely
tied to consumer spending and
credit growth, are better posi-
tioned to capitalize on earnings
expansion than their large-cap
counterparts.

Valuation
Considerations

While mid-caps show promise,
Kotak AMC cautioned that small-
cap stocks could face challenges in
2026 due to expensive valuations
relative to historical norms.

and Risk

Small-caps remain highly sensi-
tive to market volatility and global
fund flows, making them a riskier
option for investors seeking stable
returns. Conversely, mid-cap
stocks are seen as reasonably val-
ued, offering a balance between
growth potential and manageable
risk.

Large-cap equities, while more
stable, are expected to deliver
modest returns relative to mid-
caps. Investors are advised to com-
bine large-caps for stability, mid-
caps for growth potential, and
selectively include small-caps to
maintain a diversified equity
portfolio.

Broader Market Outlook

Kotak AMC also discussed
broader asset-class opportunities,
noting that commodities like gold
and silver may see upside due to
ongoing global uncertainty and
central bank demand. The recom-
mendation for investors is to
maintain a diversified portfolio
across equities, precious metals,
and fixed-income instruments to
navigate market fluctuations and
optimize risk-adjusted returns.

Investor Implications

For investors seeking growth in
2026, mid-cap equities represent a
middle ground between the stabil-
ity of large-caps and the high-risk,
high-reward nature of small-caps.
While the margin of outper-
formance may not be dramatic,
careful stock selection within the
mid-cap segment could yield
meaningful gains.

In summary, the Kotak AMC
outlook suggests that mid-cap
companies, supported by domestic
consumption trends, earnings
growth, and favorable investor
sentiment, are likely to take the
lead in market performance in
2026. However, prudent diversifi-
cation, disciplined investing, and
selective stock-picking will re-
main critical for navigating risks
and achieving optimal returns in
the evolving market landscape.
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Global Glaciers Acceleratein

Summer, Raising

A landmark study has
produced the first-ever
global map of glacier
speeds, revealing that gla-
ciers worldwide flow sig-
nificantly faster during
summer months than in
winter. Scientists warn
that this seasonal accel-
eration, driven by surface
meltwater, could fore-
shadow longer-term gla-
cier loss and contribute
to rising sea levels. The
research underscores the
urgent need to under-
stand glacier dynamics as
the planet warms.

Mapping Ice Across the
Globe

Researchers analyzed
nearly a decade of satel-
lite data, covering mil-
lions of images of gla-
ciers around the world.
The dataset spans all gla-
ciers larger than approxi-
mately 5 km?, providing
an unprecedented view
of glacier movement
across diverse regions,
from the Arctic to high-
altitude mountain
ranges.

Advanced satellite im-
aging techniques were
used to track surface fea-
tures, including crevass-
es and debris, enabling
precise measurement of
ice displacement over
time. The result is a se-
ries of “velocity mosa-
ics” that illustrate how
glacier speeds vary sea-
sonally and regionally.

Seasonal Acceleration
and Meltwater Impact

The study confirms a
distinct seasonal rhythm:
glaciers accelerate in
spring and summer when
melting occurs and slow
considerably during win-
ter. Meltwater seeps
through cracks to the gla-
cier bed, reducing fric-
tion and allowing ice to
slide faster. This phenom-
enon, known as basal lu-

Climate Concerns

brication, explains why
some glaciers exhibit pro-
nounced summer surges.
Glaciers with high sea-
sonal variability appear
particularly susceptible
to long-term accelera-
tion, meaning that sum-
mer surges could indicate
future faster ice loss.
Such behavior is con-
cerning because it ampli-
fies glacier contribution
to sea-level rise.
Implications for Sea-
Level Rise and Water
Supply
Glaciers store a sub-
stantial portion of the
world’s freshwater. Fast-
er ice flow accelerates the
delivery of ice to glacier
termini, where it can
calve into oceans or melt,
adding to sea-level rise.
Communities dependent
on glacial meltwater for
drinking, irrigation, and
hydropower may face wa-
ter instability and in-
creased flood risks.
Since the early 2000s,
glaciers have been melt-
ing at unprecedented
rates, and the addition of
faster summer flows ex-
acerbates the potential
for future environmental
impacts. Experts warn
that this could intensify
risks for both low-lying
coastal regions and
mountain communities.
Regional Variations
Not all glaciers behave
identically. In Alaska,

peak speeds typically oc-
cur in spring, while in
Arctic Europe and Rus-
sia, acceleration peaks in
summer or early fall.
High-altitude glaciers of-
ten display less pro-
nounced seasonal chang-
es, but even minor
summer surges contrib-
ute to cumulative ice loss.
This variability makes
global predictions chal-
lenging but emphasizes
the pervasive impact of
warming temperatures
on glacier systems.

Looking Ahead

Scientists suggest that
monitoring seasonal gla-
cier velocities can serve
as an early-warning sys-
tem for glaciers most at
risk from climate change.
Understanding which
glaciers have high sea-
sonal variability will
help policymakers, re-
searchers, and communi-
ties plan for water re-
source management,
flood mitigation, and
coastal adaptation
strategies.

As glaciers continue to
respond to a warming
planet, the study high-
lights the urgency of cli-
mate action. Faster sum-
mer flows are not just a
seasonal pattern — they
signal the accelerating
pace of environmental
change with far-reaching
global consequences.

Hearing Aids Gain Popularity in
India: What to Know Before Buying

Hearing difficulties are
increasingly being recog-
nized as a common health
concern in India, affect-
ing people of all ages due
to age-related decline,
noise exposure, or medi-
cal conditions. As a re-
sult, hearing aids have
grown in popularity as a
solution to improve com-
munication and overall
quality of life. Among
these, the Horizon series
of hearing aids has at-
tracted attention for its
modern features and
promise of clearer
hearing.

Benefits of Modern

Hearing Aids

Hearing aids like Hori-
zon are designed to en-
hance speech recognition
and overall hearing abil-
ity. They help users pick
up conversations, phone
calls, and ambient sounds
that would otherwise be
missed, especially in
noisy environments. This
can improve social inter-
actions and boost confi-
dence in daily life.

Modern devices in-
clude advanced features
such as directional mi-
crophones that focus on
voices, noise reduction
modes, and smartphone-
controlled customization.
Many models offer re-
chargeable batteries for
all-day use, Bluetooth
streaming for calls and
music, and discreet de-
signs that are comforta-
ble for extended wear.
These features aim to pro-
vide a natural listening
experience and conveni-
ence for users.

Why Professional
Guidance Matters

Despite the advantages,
experts emphasize that
hearing aids should not
be viewed as a cure for
hearing loss. Unlike
glasses that correct vi-
sion, hearing aids ampli-
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fy sounds but do not re-
store normal hearing.
Users may need several
weeks or months to ad-
just tonew devices, as the
brain adapts to the ampli-
fied sounds.

Improperly fitted or
programmed hearing
aids can cause discom-
fort, distort sounds, or
amplify background
noise excessively. This
can lead to fatigue, irrita-
tion, or even worsen the
perception of hearing dif-
ficulties. Proper assess-
ment and professional fit-
ting by a qualified
audiologist ensure the
device meets the user’s
specific needs.

Maintenance and Cost
Considerations

High-quality hearing
aids are an investment.
Beyond the initial pur-
chase, users should con-
sider ongoing costs such
as servicing, battery or
charging-case mainte-
nance, and regular ad-
justments. Not all types
of hearing loss respond
equally well to hearing
aids, making professional
testing critical before
committing to a device.

Making an Informed
Choice

For anyone consider-
ing a hearing aid, follow-
ing a few essential steps
can ensure success:

1. Get a hearing

test to understand the
type and severity of hear-
ing loss.

2. Consult a quali-
fied audiologist to get a
properly fitted and pro-
grammed device.

3. Set realistic ex-
pectations regarding the
improvement hearing
aids can provide.

4. Plan for mainte-
nance and follow-up care,
including periodic check-
ups and device
adjustments.

Bottom Line

Hearing aids like Hori-
zon can dramatically im-
prove quality of life by
restoring the ability to
hear conversations,
alerts, and ambient
sounds. They enable bet-
ter social engagement,
communication, and
overall well-being. How-
ever, success depends on
professional assessment,
correct fitting, and realis-
tic expectations. When
used wisely and main-
tained properly, these de-
vices are a powerful tool
for those experiencing
hearing difficulties.

As awareness of hear-
ing health grows in India,
hearing aids are increas-
ingly seen as an essential
device rather than a lux-
ury, offering a practical
solution for millions
seeking to maintain their
auditory health and stay
connected in daily life.

OFF BEAT

India is facing a grow-
ing debate over digital
privacy as the govern-
ment considers a propos-
al that would require all
smartphones sold in the
country to keep GPS-
based location tracking
permanently enabled.
This “always-on” track-
ing rule would allow au-
thorities to access a us-
er’s precise location in
real time, even when the
device owner believes lo-
cation services are
switched off. The plan
has drawn criticism
from major technology
companies, privacy advo-
cates, and international
experts.

Proposal Details

The proposal, submit-
ted by the industry lobby
Cellular Operators Asso-
ciation of India, calls for
Assisted-GPS (A-GPS) on
smartphones to remain
active by default. Pop-up
notifications that cur-
rently alert users when
their location is being ac-
cessed would be re-
moved, reducing trans-
parency and potentially

eliminating user
consent.

Supporters argue that
the measure would help
law enforcement agen-
cies track criminals
more accurately, assist
in locating stolen or
fraudulent devices, and
improve emergency re-
sponse. Tower-based tri-
angulation, which is less
accurate than GPS, could
be supplemented by al-
ways-on GPS, providing
authorities with meter-
level location data when
needed.

Pushback from
Technology Companies

Global technology gi-
ants Apple, Google, and
Samsung have strongly
opposed the plan. They
argue that mandatory
always-on location track-
ing would violate user
privacy, contradict inter-
national privacy norms,
and set a concerning
precedent for smart-
phone policies world-
wide. The companies,
along with the India Cel-
lular & Electronics Asso-
ciation, describe the

measure as regulatory
overreach that could
compromise trust be-
tween users and technol-
ogy providers.

Critics emphasize that
the proposal could turn
every smartphone into a
potential surveillance
device, raising safety
concerns for vulnerable
groups such as journal-
ists, judges, defense per-
sonnel, and human
rights activists. The re-
moval of consent mecha-
nisms, combined with
continuous tracking,
could expose individuals
to risks they cannot con-
trol. Experts note that no
other country has imple-
mented a similar policy,
making it a unique and
potentially troubling
move in global privacy
standards.

Current Status

As of now, Indian au-
thorities have not made a
final decision. Meetings
between phone makers
and government regula-
tors intended to discuss
the proposal have been
postponed, indicating
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Apple, Google, Samsung Push Back Against
India’s “Always-0On” LocationTracking Proposal

that deliberations are on-
going. The issue follows
recent controversies
over other government
directives involving pre-
installed security apps,
which were later with-
drawn after privacy con-
cerns were raised. The
renewed focus on manda-
tory location tracking
has reignited discus-
sions about digital sur-
veillance and citizens’
rights.

Implications for Users

If implemented, the
proposal could drastical-
ly reduce user control
over personal data.
Smartphones would con-
tinually transmit loca-
tion information, remov-
ing the ability to turn off
tracking and compromis-
ing user privacy. For the
public, this could mean a
permanent state of sur-
veillance, with personal
movements accessible to
authorities without
consent.

Beyond India, the deci-
sion may set a global
precedent, potentially in-
fluencing smartphone
regulations in other

countries and normaliz-
ing persistent location
monitoring. Privacy ex-
perts argue that any
move toward always-on
tracking must balance
public safety with indi-
vidual rights, highlight-
ing the importance of
transparency, consent,
and accountability in
digital policy.
Conclusion

The ongoing debate in
India underscores the
tension between security
concerns and digital pri-
vacy. While authorities
cite crime prevention
and device tracking as
benefits, technology
companies and privacy
advocates warn that
mandatory, always-on lo-
cation tracking could
erode citizens’ rights
and set a troubling glob-
al example. The final de-
cision will have signifi-
cant implications for
smartphone users, pri-
vacy norms, and the
broader relationship be-
tween technology and
governance in the
country.

POCO C855G to Launch in India with 6.9 Inch
120Hz Display

POCO is preparing to
launch its new budget-
friendly smartphone, the
C85 5G, in India on De-
cember 9. Ahead of its of-
ficial debut, the company
has revealed key specifi-
cations, highlighting a
large 6.9 inch display, a
long-lasting battery, and
essential performance
features aimed at con-
sumers looking for an af-
fordable 5G device.

Display and Design

The POCO C85 5G is
equipped with a 6.9-inch
HD+ display, featuring a
high 120Hz refresh rate
for smoother scrolling,
gaming, and video play-
back. The screen can
reach a peak brightness
of 810 nits, making it eas-
ier to use under bright
sunlight. The display also
comes with eye-care fea-
tures such as Low Blue
Light mode, Flicker-Free
technology, and a Circa-
dian mode designed to re-
duce eye strain during
extended use.

Design-wise, the phone
has a water-drop notch on
the front to house the self-
ie camera. The rear
sports a dual-tone back
panel with a square dual-
camera module and sub-
tle POCO branding. The
device will be available in
multiple color options in
India, including Mystic
Purple, Spring Green,
and Power Black. Its de-
sign balances aesthetics
with a comfortable grip,
keeping it lightweight de-
spite the large display.
Performance

Powering the POCO
C85 5G is the MediaTek

Dimensity 6100+ 5G pro-
cessor, an octa-core
chipset capable of han-
dling day-to-day tasks,
multitasking, and moder-
ate gaming. The chipset
supports 5G connectivity,
allowing users to experi-
ence faster download and
upload speeds in regions
with 5G coverage. The de-
vice is expected to come
in multiple RAM and
storage configurations,
catering to different user
needs.

Camera Setup

The phone features a
dual-camera setup on the
rear, headlined by a
50-megapixel primary
sensor. This camera sys-
tem supports Al enhance-
ments, enabling better
low-light performance
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and image processing. A
front-facing selfie camera
is positioned in the wa-
ter-drop notch, suitable
for video calls and casual
photography. While it
may not compete with
flagship devices, the cam-
era setup is well-posi-
tioned for a budget 5G
smartphone segment.

Battery Life and Charging

One of the C85 5G’s
most attractive features
is its large 6,000mAh bat-
tery, which promises
long-lasting usage for
streaming, gaming, and
general smartphone ac-
tivities. The device sup-
ports 33W wired fast
charging, allowing users
to recharge quickly, and
it also offers 10W reverse
charging, enabling the

phone to serve as a power
source for other devices
in a pinch. The combina-
tion of high-capacity bat-
tery and efficient pro-
cessing ensures users can
get through a full day or
more without frequent
charging.

User Experience

The large display, high
refresh rate, and bright
screen enhance user ex-
perience for media con-
sumption, reading, and
gaming. Eye-care fea-
tures make it suitable for
long sessions, while the
battery and 5G connectiv-
ity ensure uninterrupted
use for users who rely
heavily on their devices.
POCO’s focus on balanc-
ing performance, battery
life, and display quality
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makes the C85 5G appeal-
ing to first-time 5G phone
buyers and those seeking
a budget-friendly device
with essential features.

Conclusion

The POCO C85 5G is
shaping up to be a strong
contender in India’s
budget 5G segment. With
a 6.9-inch 120Hz display,
robust battery, capable
processor, and function-
al camera setup, it prom-
ises to deliver a satisfy-
ing combination of
performance and value.
As the launch date ap-
proaches, consumers
will be eager to see how
the device performs in
real-world usage and
how its pricing com-
pares to other budget 5G
smartphones in India.
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Gambhir Slams Split Coaching Idea After
Test Sethack
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India head coach Gautam
Gambhir launched a strong
rebuttal against calls for a
split coaching system fol-
lowing India’s recent Test
series defeat against South
Africa, insisting that outsid-
ers have no right to inter-
fere in the team’s internal
decisions. His comments
came after an IPL team own-
er publicly suggested that
India should appoint sepa-
rate coaches for red-ball and
white-ball formats.

Speaking after India’s im-
pressive limited-overs
comeback against South Af-
rica, Gambhir made it clear
that coaching decisions are
the responsibility of the na-
tional team management,
not franchise owners. He
stressed that while every-
one is entitled to their opin-

“Why not?” |

ions, crossing professional
boundaries is unacceptable.
“If we don’t step into some-
one else’s domain, they
don’t have the right to step
into ours,” he said in a firm
message aimed at those
questioning his methods.

The controversy began af-
ter India suffered a disap-
pointing Test series loss,
with critics questioning the
team’s preparation, strate-
gy, and coaching structure.
Some voices from within
the cricketing ecosystem ar-
gued that India needed spe-
cialist red-ball and white-
ball coaches to improve
consistency across formats.
The suggestion sparked
widespread debate, but
Gambhir was quick to shut
it down.

He also defended his team
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by highlighting the circum-
stances surrounding the
Test defeat. According to
Gambhir, India were forced
to play the series without
key players due to fitness
concerns, which signifi-
cantly impacted perfor-
mance and balance. He
questioned why such cru-
cial facts were ignored in
post-series criticism, saying
that fair analysis must con-
sider context instead of
looking for easy targets.
Gambhir further ex-
pressed frustration with
what he described as selec-
tive criticism. He pointed
out that success and failure
are part of sport, and the
same voices praising the
team during victories often
turn excessively harsh dur-
ing brief downturns. He
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urged former players, fran-
chise owners, and commen-
tators to be more responsi-
ble and constructive in their
public assessments.

Despite the tension, In-
dia’s strong showing in the
limited-overs series against
South Africa helped shift fo-
cus back to their on-field
performance. The team dis-
played renewed confidence,
discipline, and clarity,
which Gambhir said was a
result of the current coach-
ing setup working effective-
ly. He maintained that there
was no need to overhaul the
system based on one disap-
pointing result in the long-
est format.

The episode has once
again highlighted the grow-
ing divide between fran-
chise cricket and national
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team priorities. With the In-
dian Premier League be-
coming increasingly influ-
ential, voices from the
franchise world are becom-
ing louder in shaping de-
bates about the national
side. Gambhir’s strong re-
sponse reflects a pushback
against that trend, reinforc-
ing the importance of clear
boundaries.

As India prepares for up-
coming international as-
signments, Gambhir’s mes-
sage is clear: decisions
about the national team will
be made within the dressing
room, not from outside
boardrooms. Whether the
debate over split coaching
will fade or intensify re-
mains to be seen, but the
head coach has firmly
drawn his line in the sand.
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Starc Stars as Australia
Crush England in Pink-Ball
Ashes Test

G

Australia produced a domi-
nant all-round performance to
defeat England by eight wickets
in the day-night pink-ball Test,
with left-arm pacer Mitchell
Starc delivering a match-win-
ning display to put his side firm-
ly in control of the Ashes
series.

Playing under lights in chal-
lenging conditions, Starc was the
standout performer from the
very start. He made immediate
inroads with the new ball, trou-
bling England’s top order with
pace, swing and bounce. His inci-
sive spell reduced England to a
fragile position early in their
first innings, setting the tone for
the match. England eventually
posted a modest total, never tru-
ly recovering from Starc’s early
burst.

Australia responded with au-
thority in their first innings. The
batting unit showed patience
and discipline, building strong
partnerships to seize command
of the game. Starc, often known
primarily for his bowling, added
valuable runs with the bat, show-
casing his growing importance
as an all-round contributor. His
aggressive yet controlled innings
pushed Australia to a command-
ing total and handed them a sub-
stantial first-innings lead.

Under the floodlights, the pink
ball once again became a night-
mare for England’s batters in
their second innings. Starc re-
turned with another fiery spell,
extracting movement in the air
and off the surface. Wickets fell
at regular intervals as England

struggled to cope with the relent-
less pressure applied by the Aus-
tralian pace attack. Despite some
resistance from the middle order;
England were bundled out for a
below-par score, leaving Austral-
ia with a small target to chase.

In the final innings, Australia
showed calmness and clarity.
The openers provided a steady
start, neutralising any early
threat. The target was chased
down comfortably, with minimal
drama, as the home side sealed
an emphatic eight-wicket victo-
ry. The win not only underlined
Australia’s superiority in home
conditions but also highlighted
their clinical approach in day—
night Tests.

Starc was deservedly named
Player of the Match for his ex-
ceptional all-round perfor-
mance, which included a haul of
crucial wickets and valuable
runs with the bat. His ability to
influence the game in multiple
facets has once again proven
why he remains one of the most
dangerous fast bowlers in world
cricket.

With this convincing victory,
Australia have taken firm con-
trol of the Ashes series, placing
England under immense pres-
sure heading into the next Test.
For England, major improve-
ments are needed in both batting
technique and mental resilience
if they hope to mount a come-
back. For Australia, confidence
is sky-high as they continue
their march in one of cricket’s
most fiercely contested
rivalries.

Neser’'s Maiden Five-For Powers Australia to 2-0
Ashes Lead

Australia tightened their
grip on the Ashes series
with a dominant perfor-
mance in the pink-ball Test,
defeating England to go 2-0
up, thanks largely to a sen-
sational spell by fast bowler
Michael Neser, who claimed
his maiden five-wicket haul
in Test cricket.

Returning to the Test side
after a long absence, Neser
made an unforgettable im-
pact under lights. England,
hoping to build some mo-
mentum in their second in-
nings, were undone by his
relentless accuracy and
movement. He consistently
hit probing lengths, extract-
ing seam and bounce from
the surface, and broke cru-
cial partnerships that Eng-
land desperately needed to
stay alive in the contest.

England had shown early

fight on the fourth day, with
their middle order attempt-
ing to steady the innings.
However, Neser changed
the complexion of the game
in a single passage of play.
His burst not only shattered
England’s resistance but
also exposed a fragile lower
order. Wickets fell in quick
succession as pressure
mounted, and England were
bowled out for a modest to-
tal, unable to pose a serious
challenge.

Earlier in the match, Aus-
tralia had built a command-
ing position with the bat.
Their top and middle order
displayed patience and au-
thority, piling up a big first-
innings total that put Eng-
land on the back foot from
the outset. The depth in
Australia’s batting lineup
once again showed why

they remain one of the
most formidable sides in
home conditions, especially
in day-night Tests.

When the time came to
chase, Australia ap-
proached the small target
with calm confidence. The
openers ensured there were
no early scares, playing pos-
itively while respecting the
conditions. The target was
reached comfortably, seal-
ing a convincing victory
and underlining Australia’s
complete dominance across
all phases of the match.

Neser’s five-wicket haul
was the defining moment
of the Test. It was not justa
personal milestone but also
a statement about Austral-
ia’s bench strength and
fast-bowling depth. His per-
formance earned praise
from teammates and crick-

et experts, with many call-
ing it one of the finest
spells seen under pink-ball
conditions.

With a 2-0 lead in the se-
ries, Australia now have a
firm upper hand heading
into the remaining match-
es. England, on the other
hand, face mounting pres-
sure. They will need a com-
plete turnaround in their
batting approach and great-
er discipline with the ball
if they hope to fight back in
the series.

For Australia, the win is
a strong signal of intent.
Their combination of disci-
plined bowling, solid bat-
ting, and bench strength is
proving too strong for their
traditional rivals, as they
continue their quest to re-
tain the Ashes in dominant
fashion.

Yashasvi Jaiswal Matches MS Dhoni’s
Historic Feat, Joins Elite Indian Club

India’s rising batting star Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal etched his name
into the record books by match-
ing a remarkable milestone first
achieved by former captain MS
Dhoni nearly two decades ago.
Jaiswal became only the sixth In-
dian cricketer to score interna-
tional hundreds in all three for-
mats — Tests, One Day
Internationals, and T20 Interna-
tionals — cementing his status
as one of the country’s most
promising young talents.

The landmark moment came
after Jaiswal produced a bril-
liant century in an ODI, show-
casing his trademark mix of
composure and aggression. His
knock not only anchored the in-
nings for India but also under-
lined his growing maturity as an
international cricketer. With
that innings, he completed the
rare feat of centuries across for-
mats, a list that includes some of
Indian cricket’s greatest mod-
ern-era batters.

Jaiswal’s journey to this
achievement has been nothing
short of inspirational. From
humble beginnings and early
struggles in Mumbai’s maidans
to becoming a mainstay in In-
dia’s top order, his rise reflects
years of hard work and resil-
ience. His fearless stroke play,
sharp cricketing brain, and abil-
ity to adapt to different match
situations have made him a vital
asset for India across formats.

By equalling MS Dhoni’s long-
standing record and joining an
elite club, Jaiswal has highlight-
ed the changing face of Indian
batting — where young players
are seamlessly transitioning be-
tween the demands of Tests,
ODIs, and T20 cricket. His perfor-
mances in red-ball cricket have
already been impressive, while
his impact in the shorter formats

has added a new dimension to In-
dia’s batting depth.

Cricket experts have praised
Jaiswal’s technique and temper-
ament, noting that he combines
classical shot-making with mod-
ern attacking flair. His ability to
handle pace and spin with equal
authority has made him one of
the most difficult batters to con-
tain, especially in high-pressure
international matches.

At a young age, Jaiswal has al-
ready achieved what many crick-
eters only dream of, but there is
a sense that this is just the begin-

ning of his journey. With several
major tournaments lined up and
India’s packed international cal-
endar ahead, expectations from
the left-hander will only contin-
ue to rise.

As he continues to break re-
cords and set new benchmarks,
Yashasvi Jaiswal’s name is
steadily being etched alongside
India’s cricketing legends. His
latest milestone not only cele-
brates individual excellence but
also signals a bright future for
Indian cricket, driven by fear-
less, talented young stars.
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The Great Pre-Release Event

RELEASING IN THEATERS

12'" DEC 2025

The highly awaited
biopic “Ghantasala:
The Great” held its
spectacular pre-re-
lease event in Hy-
derabad on December
5, generating immense
excitement among
cinephiles and music
lovers. The film, di-
rected by C.H. Rama
Rao and produced by
C.H. Phani under the
Anyukt Ram Pictures
banner, chronicles the
life and musical jour-
ney of the legendary
playback singer Ghan-
tasala Venkateswara
Rao, who mesmerized
generations with his
melodious voice and
timeless contributions
to Telugu cinema.

Set to release on De-
cember 12, the film ex-
plores key milestones
from Ghantasala’s life,
beautifully capturing
his personal and pro-
fessional struggles. Ac-
tor Krishna Chaitanya
portrays Ghantasala,
while Mridula plays
his wife Savitriamma.
Young Ghantasala is
played by Atulit,
known for his work in
Tulasi Movies, with
Suman in a pivotal
role.

During the pre-re-
lease event, Krishna
Chaitanya expressed

Creates Grand Buzz

ANYUKTH RAM
PICTURES

his gratitude for the
opportunity, saying, “I
grew up listening to
Ghantasala’s songs.
Acting in this film is a
blessing. Director
Rama Rao garu trusted
me with this role, and I
hope audiences em-
brace it when the film
releases on December
12. Ghantasala is like
one eye of Telugu cin-
ema music, and the
other is Balasu-
brahmanyam garu.”

Director C.H. Rama
Rao shared his vision
behind making the bi-
opic, stating that he
wanted the younger
generation to under-
stand the legacy of
Ghantasala. “It gives
me immense satisfac-
tion that industry vet-
erans appreciated the
preview. This is the
first biopic of an Indi-
an singer of this mag-
nitude, and I am fortu-
nate to bring it to the
screen,” he said.

The distributor and
producer Shobharani
expressed hope that
the film reaches
Sankarabharanam-lev-
el acclaim, emphasiz-
ing their commitment
to the project’s suc-
cess. Co-producer Pha-
ni also requested audi-
ence support,

highlighting the
team’s dedication.

Several dignitaries
and film personalities,
including Tummalapa-
11i Ram Satyanaraya-
na, lyricist Anant
Sriram, Chadalavada
Srinivas, Relangi Nar-
asimha Rao, Thanikel-
la Bharani, and Tam-
mareddy Bharadwaj,
lauded the film for its
authenticity, emotion-
al depth, and musical
grandeur. Many em-
phasized that the film
is made with a sincere
intention rather than
for commercial gain,
predicting it to be a fes-
tival treat and a super
hit.

The event also made
headlines when the
first ticket was pur-
chased for one lakh ru-
pees by Chadalavada
Srinivas, marking the
grandeur and anticipa-
tion surrounding the
release.

With its compelling
storytelling, music-
rich narrative, and
stellar performances,
“Ghantasala: The
Great” is poised to be-
come another land-
mark in Telugu cine-
ma, honoring the life
of one of the country’s
most cherished musi-
cal legends.

“Ustaad Bhagat Singh”: First Single Promo to
Release on December 9

l‘

The excitement
around the upcoming
Telugu film “Ustaad
Bhagat Singh” is reach-
ing new heights as the
makers officially an-
nounced that the first
single promo will be re-
leased on December 9 at
6:30 PM. The announce-
ment has sparked a
wave of anticipation
among fans, who are ea-
gerly awaiting a
glimpse of Pawan Kaly-
an in his new avatar.

Directed by Harish
Shankar, the film stars
Pawan Kalyan along-
side actresses Sreeleela
and Raashii Khanna,
promising a blend of
style, action, and mass
entertainment. The
first single is expected
to be a high-energy
track, combining
catchy music, visually
striking choreography,
and Pawan Kalyan’s
signature charisma.

Music for the film is
composed by Devi Sri
Prasad (DSP), with lyr-
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ics penned by
Bhaskarabhatla, ensur-
ing that the song will
resonate with both
mass audiences and
music lovers. Early
teasers hint at a visu-
ally vibrant number,
and behind-the-scenes
glimpses show Pawan
Kalyan rehearsing the
hook step, indicating
that the promo will be a
feast for fans.

The team has care-
fully planned the pro-
mo release to maximize
excitement for the film,
which is being posi-
tioned as a major fes-
tive-season entertainer.
With Pawan Kalyan’s
immense fan base and
Harish Shankar’s repu-
tation for delivering
stylish mass films, ex-
pectations are high that
the first single will set
the tone for the film’s
promotions.

Fans are also buzzing
about the performances
of Raashii Khanna and
Sreeleela, both of

whom bring freshness
and energy to the
screen. Industry ob-
servers note that the
combination of star
power, high-voltage mu-
sic, and mass appeal
choreography is likely
to make the promo a vi-
ral hit, setting the stage
for the movie’s overall
success.

As December 9 ap-
proaches, excitement
continues to build for
“Ustaad Bhagat Sin-
gh”, with the first sin-
gle promo seen as the
first official glimpse of
Pawan Kalyan’s stylish
new role. The film is
shaping up to be one of
the most anticipated
Telugu releases, prom-
ising entertainment,
music, and action in
equal measure. Fans
are already counting
down the days to see
the full musical experi-
ence and the larger-
than-life persona of
Pawan Kalyan on
screen.
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The upcoming Telugu film
“Akhanda 2” is already creating a
strong buzz in the film industry,
promising to be bigger, bolder,
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and more spiritually powerful
than its predecessor. After the
massive success of the first
Akhanda, the makers are deter-
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AGrand Sequel in the Making: “Akhanda 2”
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mined to raise the scale of story-
telling, action, and emotion, giv-
ing fans an unforgettable
cinematic experience.

Directed by Boyapati Sreenu,
the sequel is expected to blend in-
tense devotional elements with
high-voltage action sequences.
The film will once again explore
themes of justice, faith, and di-
vine power, which were key high-
lights of the first part. Sources
close to the production reveal that
“Akhanda 2” will feature grand
sets, advanced visual effects, and
amuch larger action canvas, aim-
ing to set new standards for com-
mercial Telugu cinema.

The lead actor Nandamuri Bal-
akrishna is said to be preparing
extensively for the role, undergo-
ing physical transformation and
special training for fight sequenc-
es. His powerful screen presence
is expected to be one of the big-
gest strengths of the film. Fans
are especially excited to see how
the character’s spiritual aura and
warrior-like intensity will be por-
trayed in this second
installment.

Music will play a crucial role in
elevating the film’s emotional
depth. The background score is
being designed to amplify both
the devotional atmosphere and
the adrenaline-pumping action
scenes. Several reports suggest
that the makers are planning to
shoot major portions of the movie
in exotic and spiritually signifi-
cant locations to give the film a
visually rich and authentic feel.

Producer Vishwa Prasad has
reportedly confirmed that the
film’s budget will be significantly
higher than the first part, reflect-
ing the team’s ambition to deliver
a pan-Indian blockbuster. The
makers are focusing not only on
mass entertainment but also on
strong storytelling that connects
with audiences on an emotional
and spiritual level.

Industry insiders believe that
“Akhanda 2” could turn out to be
one of the most awaited Telugu
releases of the coming year. With
a powerful combination of faith,
fury, and filmmaking finesse, the
sequel is poised to take audiences
on a thrilling cinematic journey
filled with goosebumps moments
and high-impact drama.

As expectations continue to
rise, “Akhanda 2” stands as a sym-
bol of how Indian commercial
cinema is evolving — blending
tradition, technology, and story-
telling into a powerful on-screen
spectacle.

Shiva Rajkumar Brings Gummadi Narsaiah’s Life
to the Big Screen

The grand muhurtham
ceremony of the biopic
“Gummadi Narsaiah”
turned into a memorable
event as Kannada super-
star Shiva Rajkumar of-
ficially began his journey
into Telugu cinema with
a powerful, socially root-
ed role. The film, which
chronicles the life of leg-
endary CPI leader and
former MLA Gummadi
Narsaiah, was launched
in Palvancha in the pres-
ence of political leaders,
film personalities, and lo-
cal supporters.

Directed by Paramesh-
war Hivrale and pro-
duced by N. Suresh Reddy
under the banner Praval-
lika Arts Creations, the
film aims to bring to light
the extraordinary sim-
plicity and commitment
of a leader who was
known for riding a bicy-
cle to the Assembly and
living a life devoted en-
tirely to public welfare.

The launch event was
attended by Telangana
Cinematography Minis-
ter Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy, Kavitha, and Nan-
dini Mallu, wife of Depu-
ty Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka. In a
symbolic start to the film,
Geetha Shivarajkumar
gave the first clap, Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy
switched on the camera,
and Nandini Mallu hand-
ed over the script to the
team.

Speaking at the cere-
mony, director Paramesh-
war Hivrale stated that
this film was not made for
commercial reasons, but
to remind society that
politics should be a form
of social service, not a

business. He highlighted
that Gummadi Narsaiah
served as an MLA for two
decades without enrich-
ing himself and that such
honesty deserves to be
documented on the silver
screen.

Producer N. Suresh
Reddy praised Shiva Raj-
kumar for accepting the
challenging role, calling
him a real-life hero with
a compassionate heart.
He expressed confidence
that the film would in-
spire a positive shift in
political thinking and
public life.

In his emotional
speech, Shiva Rajkumar
said he felt proud to por-
tray Gummadi Narsaiah
and revealed that the
character reminded him
of his own father, who
also lived by the principle
of serving others. He
shared that he is learning
Telugu for the film and
will dub in his own voice,
adding authenticity to
his performance. He de-
scribed the role as a bless-
ing and said the film
would serve as an inspi-
ration for future leaders.

Gummadi Narsaiah
himself addressed the
gathering, humbly stat-
ing that he is an ordinary
man and that the film
should not glorify him,
but instead convey his be-
liefs about honesty, self-
change, and integrity in
public life.

With the release of the
first-look and motion
posters, the film has al-
ready generated strong
curiosity. Shiva Rajku-
mar’s transformation has
been widely appreciated,
and expectations are ris-
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ing for this powerful bio-
graphical drama that
promises to combine po-
litical realism with emo-
tional depth.

The technical team in-
cludes cinematographer
Satish Mutyala, editor
Satya Giduturi, and mu-
sic director Suresh Bob-

bili, ensuring strong vis-
ual and musical
storytelling for this
much-anticipated
project.
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