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AP Positioned as
aPrime
Destination for
Investor-Friendly
Opportunities:
Minister Durgesh
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APACLDataExposes 222.85 GroreAir
Travel by Former CM Jagan; Minister

LokeshS

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2, 2025

ijayawada |
Fresh revelations
from Andhra Prad
esh Aviation Cor-
poration Ltd (APACL)
have brought to light m
ajor expenditure on air
travel during the tenure
of former Chief Minis-
ter YS Jagan Mohan Re
ddy. Official data shows
that between 2019 and
2024, a total of 222.85
crore from the state ex-
chequer was spent on
helicopter and aircraft
usage for the then chief
minister’s official and
private tr ips.
According to APA-
CL’s financial records,
87.02 crore was spent
on helicopters, 112.50
crore on fixed-wing air-
craft, and another 23.31
crore on crew handling,
boarding, and lodging
expenses. The figures
have sparked renewed
debate over public spen
ding priorities during
Jagan’s government,
particularly when And
hra Pradesh was grap-
pling with unemploy-
ment, fiscal stress, and
developmental bac klog
s. The data’s release co-
incides with a series of
right-to-information
(RTI) responses that de-
bunk allegations made

by Sakshi media agai
nst Information Tech-
nology and Rural Devel-
opment Minister Nara
Lokesh. Recent reports
had accused Lokesh of
undertaking 77 govern-
ment-funded flights to
Hyderabad.

However, official re-
plies from all four depa
rtments under his pur-
view have stated in writ
ing that the minister
did not claim a single
rupee of government
funds for any air travel.
The departments con-
firmed that every air
trip undertaken by Lok
esh, including charter
ed flights, was fully
paid from his personal
funds.

The RTIs were filed
by activist Suresh Bab

ays Inith

.

u, whose detailed que-
ries have brought these
clarifications into the
public domain. The doc-
uments also establish
Lokesh’s active partici-
pation in state-level pro
grams, contradicting
claims that he was “va-
cationing” while major
events like the Budame-
ru floods unfo lded.
Verified schedules
place Lokesh at various
public engagements in
Patna, Puttaparthi, Ma
ngalagiri, Vijayawada,
and Amaravati during
the same period.React-
ing to the revelat ions,
Minister Lokesh said
the facts now exposed a
troubling recor d of ex-
travagance under Jag-
an Mohan Reddy’s lead-
ership. “While people

y .

struggled for jobs, basic
ame nities, and develop-
ment, their Chief Min-
ister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy was spending
500 crore on a palace an
d 222 crore flying arou
d. The truth is finally
out. Andhra Prad esh
needed leadership in-
stead, it got luxury and
vacations,” Lokesh rem
arked.

Senior TDP leaders
also issued statements
condemning what they
described as a system-
atic misinformation ca
mpaign by the YSRCP
and Sakshi media. “Th
eir lies stand exposed.
They targeted Nara Lok
esh without evidence,
while it is Jagan’s own
222-crore air travel in-
dulgence that has come

Is Finally Qut’
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out.

Will Sakshi question
Jagan with the same in-
tensity? Their silence
speaks louder than thei
r allegations,” a senior
TDP spokesperson said.
Political analysts have
noted that the stark con
trast between Jagan’s p
ublicly funded air trav-
el and Lokesh’s person-
ally financed trips un-
derscores a deeper deba
te about governance an
d accountability in An
dhra Pradesh.

They observe that the
emerging financial dis-
closures could influ-
ence public perception
in the lead-up to future
elections, drawing at-
tention to transparency
in leadership and fiscal
responsibility.

Jana Sena Defends Pawan Kalyan
Against Misinterpretation of Remarks on

Andhra-Telangana Relations

TPN Bureau |
December 2

maravati: The
Jana Sena Party
(JSP) on Tuesday
issued a statement

defending Andhra Pra
desh Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan amid
growing criticism over

his recent comments dur
ing a visit to Konaseema
district. The party clari-
fied that Pawan Kalyan’s
remarks, made during
an interaction with farm
ers, were being distorted
and taken out of context,
leading to unnecessary
political controversy.
According to the par-
ty’s official statement,
the actor-turned-politi-
cian was merely express-
ing concern about agri-
cultural conditions and
highlighting the natural
prosperity of the Goda-
vari districts. The Jana
Sena urged critics not to
misinterpret his words
and stressed that his in-
tention was to maintain
a spirit of harmony betw
een Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. “Some sectio
ns are deliberately twist-
ing the Deputy Chief Mi
nister’s comments.
Pawan Kalyan was sp
eaking emotionally with
farmers about the dam-
age to coconut trees in
Konaseema and about
the agricultural richness
of the Godavari region.
His words should be seen
in context and not politi-
cized,” the Jana Sena sta
tement read. It further
added that the party is
mindful of fostering frie
ndly relations between

A

the two Telugu states
and requested the media
and political opponents
to avoid creating unnec-
essary divisions through
misrepresentation.

The controversy stems
from remarks made by
Pawan Kalyan during a
field visit in Konaseema
district, where he inspe
cted damaged coconut
plantations along with
local officials. Address-
ing farmers, he said, “Th
e Godavari districts appe
ar as the Annapurna of
our state. Their greenery
was one of the key featu
res admired even before
the bifurcation of Andh
ra Pradesh.

Many Telangana lead-
ers used to say that this 1
and always remains lush
and green. But now it
feels as if an evil eye has
fallen on these coconut
trees. ”Opposition leade
rs and some critics alleg-
edly construed these re-
marks as politically sen-
sitive, suggesting they
implied a connection be-
tween Andhra Pradesh’s
bifurcation and Telan-
gana’s attitude toward
the coastal districts.

I
v
Social media discourse

also amplified the com-
ments, with various in-
terpretations circulating
online. In response, Jana
Sena clarified that Pawa
n Kalyan’s comments we
re made in a figurative
sense, describing the ag-
ricultural hardships face
d by Konaseema farmers
rather than hinting at
any inter-state tension.

The party emphasized
that as Deputy Chief Mi
nister, Pawan Kalyan has
consistently advocated
for cooperative ties be-
tween Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. Jana Sen
aleadersrecalled that he
has often spoken about
the cultural, linguistic, a
nd familial bonds betw
een people of both states,
underscoring that unity
and mutual development
should guide their relat
ionship.

Meanwhile, during his
visit, Pawan Kalyan in-
structed officials to pro-
vide immediate relief m
easures to farmers who
se coconut plantations
were affected due to cli-
matic changes and pest
issues.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

maravathi: An
dhra Pradesh Ch
ief Minister N.
Chandrababu Na
idu has unveiled a ma-
jor clean energy push,
combining rooftop so-
lar expansion, indus-
try support, and elec-
tric mobility to cut po
wer costs and strength-
en the state’s energy
security. Solar push on
govt buildings

Naidu directed offi-
cials to prepare an ac-
tion plan to install so-
lar rooftop systems on
438 government office
buildings with a com-
bined target of 150 MW
of power generation.
He said this is part of a
broader effort to turn
Andhra Pradesh into a
“New Energy Hub” by
aggressively expand-
ing renewable capacity
and lowering depend-
ence on costly power
purchases.

Support for ferro al-
loys industryThe gov-
ernment decided to ex-
tend existing incent
ives for ferro alloys co
mpanies for one more
year, which will impo
se an additional bur-
den of about 1,053 cro
re on the state excheq-
uer. Officials indicated
that the move is aimed

buildings

at sustaining industri-
al activity and employ-
ment while the power
sector shifts toward cle
aner and more efficient
generation.

Cutting power costs,
boosting solarReview-
ing the power sector at
the Secretariat, the Ch
ief Minister told offici
als to bring down trans-
mission losses, which
currently stand at aro
und 9.2 percent, and to
explore power-swappi
ng arrangements with
other states to ease the
purchase burden.

Hereiterated that un
der the PM Kusum initi
ative, Andhra Pradesh
should work toward
generating 4,792 MW,
particularly by using
irrigation and endow-
ment lands for solar pr
ojects. Naidu also stre
ssed that companies
opting into the Integra
ted Clean Energy Poli-
cy must implement
their action plans with-
in 60 days, underlining
his focus on timely ex-
ecution. He empha-
sised that quality, unin-
terrupted power must
be supplied to both do-
mestic and industrial
consumers even as co
sts are brought down.

Subsidy for BC hous
eholds, support to loom
sThe Chief Minister
approved a 20,000 state
subsidy for Backward
Class power consum-

ers who install 3 kW
rooftop solar systems,
which will come in ad-
dition to central suppo
rt under ongoing sche
mes. He further ordere
d that power looms be
supplied 500 units of
electricity free of cost,
signalling targeted re-
lief for small and tradi-
tional industries de-
pendent on affordable
power.

EV buses and charg-
ing networkPushing
clean transport, Naidu
instructed officials to
procure 1,000 electric
bu ses and establish
5,000 EV charging sta-
tions across Andhra
Pradesh. He said pru-
dent management had
enabled the state to
maintain quality pow-
er supply without hik-
ing tariffs and called fo
r a rating system to as-
sess the quality of pow-
er delivered to consu
mers. Energy officials
briefed him that the ef-
fective use of the Elec-
trical Power Monitor-
ing System and lower
power purchase prices
in the first quarter he
Iped save between 400
crore and 500 crore for
the state. Power Minis-
ter Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar, Chief Secretary
K. Vijayanand and sen-
ior executives from
Transco, Genco and
Discoms attended the
review meeting.

TPN Bureau |
December 2
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maravathi: In a
major move to ac-
celerate the devel-
opment of And

hra Pradesh’s capital ci
ty, the state governmen
t has officially issued

glo

orders sanctioning the

second phase of land

pooling for Amaravati.

The new government
order (GO) assigns the

responsibility of ac-
quiring and consolidat-
ing the identified lands
to the Commissioner of
the Capital Region De-

velopment Authority

(CRDA).
According to the of-
ficial notification, the

second phase of land

pooling will cover sev-
en villages spread acro

ss Guntur and Palnadu

districts, encompass-

ing a total of 16,666.57
acres of patta (private)

and assigned land. Ad-

ditionally, 3,828.30 acr
es of government land

will also be included as

part of this integrated
development plan, brin
ging the overall area un
der the CRDA’s purvi
ew to a significant scal
e. In Palnadu district’s
Amaravati mandal, lan
d pooling will take pl
ace in Vaikunthap ura

m, Peddamaddur, Yen-

drayi, Karlapudi, and

Lemalle villages.
The government has
identified 1,965 acres of

patta land in Vaikunth

apuram and 1,018 acres

in Peddamadduru to be

consolidated. In Yendr
ayi village, 1,879 acres
of pattaland and 46 acr
es of assigned land hav
e been earmarked for
pooling. Karlapudi and
Lemalle villages will
contribute 2,603 acres
of patta land and 51 ac
res of assigned land co
mbined.In the neigh-
boring Guntur distric
t’s Thullur mandal, the
government order spec
ifies land pooling in Ha
rischandrapuram and
Pedaparimi villages.
Harischandrapuram
will offer 1,448.09 acres
of patta land and 2.29
acres of assigned land,
while Pedaparimi con-
tributes the largest sha
re—about 5,886.18 acres
of patta land. Consoli-
dating all these locatio
ns, the total land identi-
fied amounts to 16,562

Government Approves Second Phase of
Land Poolin

and 104.01 acres of as-
signed land, ensuring
the inclusion of both
private and govern-
ment holdings.

The CRDA Commis-
sioner has been direct-
ed to oversee the entire
process of acquisition,
documentation, and
consolidation in coor-
dination with the re-
spective district collec-
tors. Officials have be
en instructed to ensure
smooth implementa-
tion while complying
with the guidelines and
compensation models
developed under the
CRDA’s land pooling
scheme.

This move marks the
return of active admin-
istrative focus on Am-
aravati’s systematic
capital development af-

ter a long period of un-
certainty. The govern-
ment aims to revive inf
rastructure creation,
residential and institu-
tional zone planning,
and administrative he
adquarters developme
nt across the core capi-
tal region.

CRDA sources state
that the process will
adopt the earlier land
pooling framework,
which focuses on vol-
untary participation by
landowners and equita-
ble distribution of de-
veloped plots in return.
With the approval of
this second phase, the
Amaravati project is
expected to gain fresh
momentum.

The state govern-
ment has expressed its
intention to create a
sustainable, modern

capital that reflects bal-

anced regional develop-
ment and long-term ur-
ban growth. Depar tme
ntal teams are expected
to begin groundwork,
surveys, and demarca-
tion activities in the
newly specified villag-
es over the coming
weeks.

Officials believe this
renewed push for land
pooling will pave the
way for resumption of
capital infrastructure
projects and attract
both public and private
investment into the re-
gion. This decision un-
derscores the adminis-
tration’s commitment
to reviving Amaravati
as the functional and
administrative center
of Andhra Pradesh.
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Investor-friendly

Highlights from the
12th ClI Big Picture
Summit 2025in

Mumbai

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh has emerged as
a strong contender for
investor-friendly oppor-
tunities in tourism, film
production, animation,
gaming, and creative in-
dustries, stated Minister
Kandula Durgesh during
the 12th CII Big Picture
Summit - 2025 held in
Mumbai on December 1
and 2.

The Minister, along
with Tourism MD and

APTA CEO Amrapali
Kata, engaged with sev-
eral investors, explain-
ing how the state is inte-
grating tourism and the
film industry to acceler-
ate economic growth.

Speaking on the sec-
ond day of the summit,
Minister Durgesh em-
phasized that Andhra
Pradesh is fully prepared
to collaborate with glob-
al investors. The state
delegation presented de-
tailed clarity on invest-
ment avenues, incen-
tives, and concessions
available under the AP
Tourism Policy 2024-29,
particularly for film pro-
duction and tourism-re-
lated ventures.

AP CM Directs about
Scrub Tuphus

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Cha
ndrababu Naidu has
issued firm directives
to state health author-
ities to step up public
awareness initiatives
concerning Scrub Ty-
phus, a bacterial dis-
ease recently implica
ted in a fatality in Vi-
zianagaram di strict.
The Chief Minister’s
instructio ns ca me
during a hig h-level re-
view meeting he 1d at
the state secretar iat
in Vijaya wada, attend
ed by Principal Se cre-
tary of Medical an d
Health Saurabh Gaur
and other senior offi-
cials.Expressing dee p
concern over the de
ath of Chandaka Raje
swarifrom Vizianaga-
ram due to Scrub Ty-
phus, Chief Minister
Naidu emphasized the
urgent need to prevent
similar tragedies ac
ross Andhra Pradesh.

He urged health of-
ficials to proactively
educate the public on
early symptoms, time-
ly testing, and the im-
portance of seeking
immediate medical at-
tention if they devel-
op relevant health is-
sues. “No such inc ide
nt should recur else-
where in the sta te,”
Naidu reportedly in-
sisted, underscoring h
is commitment to pub-
lic health prepared-
ness and rapid respon
se.
According to the
briefing provided by
health authorities d u
ring the meeting, Scr
ub Typhus is contract-
ed through the bite of
infected chigger mit
es. The disease is caus
ed by the bacterium O
rientia tsutsugamus
hi, and is not transmit
ted from person to per-
son, officials clarified.
Symptoms typically
include persistent fe-
ver, cold, headache, m
uscle pain, and rash
es.

Inrecent cases, mis-
diagnosis has been
highlighted as a criti-
cal issue, with Raj es-

wari initially receiv-
ing treatment for
typhoid fever before a
rapid test confirmed
Scrub Typhus as the
actual cause.Officials
also informed the
Chief Minister about
their ongoing efforts
to enhance the state’s
diagnostic and treat-
ment capabilities for
vector-borne diseases
such as Scrub Typ
hus.

The Medical and
Health Department
has been asked to en-
sure all frontline med-
ical staff are trained
to recognize symp-
toms and conduct ap-
propriate testing.
Health facilities, espe-
cially in rural and se
mi-urban areas where
exposure risk is high-
er, will be equipped to
manage patients
swiftly and effectively.
To further strengthen
preventive efforts,
Chief Minister Naidu
has called for aware-
ness campaigns tar-
geting at-risk popula-
tions in districts like
Vizianagaram.

The campaigns are
expected to focus on
simple preventive me
asures such as main-
taining clean surrou
ndings, wearing pro-
tective clothing dur-
ing outdoor agricul-
tural work, and see
king prompt health-
care if illness arises.
Information materials
in Telugu and other lo-
cal languages are be-
ing prepared for wide
dissem ination.

The state govern-
ment reaffirmed its
commitment to safe-
guarding public he
alth, with Chief Min-
ister Naidu directing
that robust monitorin
g and rapid response
teams be kept on alert.
The initiative reflects
a broader push by the
administration to tac
kle emerging health
concerns and reinfor
ce the public health-
care system against
both infectious and
vector-borne dise
ases.
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Investors were briefed
on the government’s am-
bitious Swarna Andhra
Vision @2047, which
aims to transform And
hra Pradesh into a $2.4
trillion economy by 2047,
with the creative econo-
my and deep technolo-
gies identified as major
growth engines.

The Minister high-
lighted that key destina-
tions Visakhapatnam,
Tirupati, Gandikota, Ra-
jahmundry, Amaravati,
Srisailam and Araku
Valley have been design
ated as Anchor Hubs for
the development of Ad-
venture, Spiritual, Coast-
al, and Film Tourism Cir

cuits. These h ubs, he
noted, are being sh aped
to attract international
tourism and large-scale
media product ion.

He further announced
plans to position the sta
te as a global leader in
Ani mation, Gaming, a
nd VFX (AGV) sectors by
investing in AI, XR tech-

nologies, and cloud-ba
sed infrastructure, bran
ding this initiative as the
creation of an “Andhra
Valley” for creative indu
stries.

Minister Durgesh also
revealed that the govern-
ment will soon introduce
a Comprehensive New
Film Tourism Policy aim
ed at simplifying fil m-
shoot permissions, boost
ing production efficien-
cy, and attracting major
domestic and interna-
tional film projects. He
encouraged investors to
support the state’s growi
ng film ecosystem.

Throughout the sum-
mit, Minister Durgesh

Banana Farmers Hit by Crashing Prices inAndhra
Pradesh, Selling Produce for Just 50 Paise per Kilo

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Ananthapur: A shock-
ing agricultural crisis is
gripping Andhra Prades
h as banana farmers are
forced to sell their pro-
duce at an unimaginable
rate—only 50 paise per
kilogram. Once a profit-
able crop sustaining tho
usands of farming fami-
lies, bananas have now
turned into a symbol of
rural distress.

Farmers who invested
lakhs of rupees and mon
ths of hard labor are now
left staring at financial
ruin.In several districts
across the state, banana
prices have fallen to re-
cord lows, with market
yards flooded by unsold
produce. Farmers say
the cost of labor, fertiliz-
ers, and irrigation has sk
yrocketed, but the prices
they receive are not even
enough to cover transpo
rt. For many, the return
is less than what a single
matchbox or biscuit
costs, leading to wide-
spread despair.

Agricultural unions
and farmers’ associa-
tions have described the
situation as one of the
worst price collapses in
years. The absence of
government interven-

¥
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tion, especially in the
form of Minimum Sup-
port Prices (MSP) or pro-
curement drives, has left
cultivators helpless.
“When a kilo of bananas
sells for fifty paisa, what
is the value of afarmer’s
sweat?” one farmer from
Krishna district lame
nted.

The crisis extends be-
yond bananas. The pric-
es of onions, tomatoes,
and several other vegeta-
bles have also crashed,
indicating a broader ma
rket imbalance. Farmers
say that neither the free
crop insurance promised
by the government nor
the input subsidies have
reached them. With no
relief forthcoming, debt
and despair are spread-
ing rapidly in the state’s
agricultural belts.

Opposition leaders hav
e attacked the current
state administration for

its “complete neglect” of
the farming community.
They argue that during
the previous govern-
ment’s tenure, banana
farmers received much
fairer prices, averaging
up to Rs. 25,000 per tonne.
Former Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
recalled that special
trains were once operat-
ed directly from Andhra
Pradesh to Delhi to tran
sport bananas, ensuring
farmers received remu-
nerative prices.
Additionally, several
cold storage facilities
were established across
the state to help preserve
surplus produce and sta-
bilize market fluctua
tions.“During our ad-
ministration, we saved
the livelihoods of lakhs
of families by guarantee-
ing fair returns to their
crops,” Naidu asserted,
accusing the present gov-

ernment of watching
idly as the agricultural
sector collapses.

Today, banana cultiva-
tion, which once thrived
in the fertile regions of
Krishna, West Godavari,
and Annamayya distric
ts, has turned into a los-
ing venture. Without ur-
gent action, experts
warn that many farmers
may abandon cultivation
altogether, which could
threaten the state’s agri-
cultural stability.

Farmers are demand-
ing that the government
immediately step in with
procurement support,
compensation for losses,
and effective implemen-
tation of crop insurance.
They argue that agricul-
ture cannot survive with
out strong structural
support from fair pricing
mechanisms to proper
storage and transport
infrastructure.

As the crisis deepens,
the sight of banana
bunches being sold for
less than a rupee a kilo-
gram stands as a painful
reminder of the under-
valued toil of the Indian
farmer a stark question
to the nation: when food
becomes this cheap,
what is the worth of thos
e who grow it?

Prioritise Dry Crops in Rabi Season, Avoid Cultivating
Paddy: Ministers Farooq and Janardhan Reddy

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Nandyal: Farmers
should prioritise dry
land crops instead of
paddy during the Rabi
season, appealed Minis-
ter for Law and Minor-
ity Welfare NMD Faroo
q and Minister for Roa
ds, Buildings, Infrastru
cture and Investments
BC Janardhan Reddy.
The Ministers made
this request while par-
ticipating in the Irriga-
tion Advisory Board
meeting held at the PG
RS Hall in the Collector
ate, under the chairma
nship of District Col-
lector G Raja kumari.

Zilla Parishad Chair-
person Erra Botthula
Papireddy, ML.As Bhu-
ma Akhilapriya (Alla-
gadda), Budda Rajas
ekhar Reddy (Srisa ila
m), Gowru Charitha
(Panyam), Gitta Jayas-
urya (Nandikotkur),
Varadarajula Reddy
(Proddutur), Joint Col-
lector Kolla Batthula K
arthik, KC Canal Cha ir
person Ramalinga Red-
dy, Telugu Ganga Chai
rperson Sanjeev Kuma
r Reddy, SRBC Chair-
person K. Rajasekhar
Reddy, irrigation offic-
ers, water-users’ asso-

ciation leaders and far
mers attended the meet
ing.

The Ministers said th
at extensive discussio
ns were held on the sup-
ply of irrigation water
for Rabi crops. Farmers
were advised to shift
from paddy to dry crops
in view of water avail-
ability. They said that a
detailed review was
conducted with irriga-
tion officials regarding
water releases under
KC Canal, SRBC and
Telugu Ganga ayacuts.
They assured that wa-
ter would be supplied
up to the tail-end aya-
cut of SR BC.

However, due to the
reconstruction of Tun
gabhadra project gates,
temporary difficulties

have arisen. As a re-
sult, irrigation water
cannot be supplied be-
tween 0-120 km and
120-150 km under KC
Canal this season. The
Ministers clarified that
the government’s in-
tention is to safeguard
farmers’ interests and
any issues that arise
will be taken to the no-
tice of the State govern-
ment for resolution.
Water supply under the
Telugu Ganga project
will continue until the
end of March, they add
ed. They explained that
the old and damaged
Tungabhadra gates we
re being replaced thro
ugh joint coordination
between Karnataka an
d Andhra Pra desh.
Temporary inconven-

ience during major re-
pair works is natural,
they said, urging farm-
er leaders to cooperate
to prevent larger issues
in the future. The gov-
ernment is also exam-
ining alternative meth-
ods such as reverse pu
mping, they added.

District Collector G
Rajakumari said the
government is commit-
ted to farmers’ welfare
and ensuring remuner-
ative prices. She expl
ained that SRBC is set
to supply water up to
thelast ayacut during R
abi, while Telugu Gan-
ga can provide water til
1 March 31. Due to lim-
ited availability under
KC Canal affected by
Tungabhadra gate re-
placement water can-
not be supplied to 48,000
acres between 0-150
km. She urged farmers
to avoid risky crop ch
oices.

Local MLAs also
raised concerns about
tail-end water supply,
compensation for crop
loss and extending irri-
gation availability, to
which officials respon
ded with available wa-
ter data and ongoing ef-
forts to address gaps.
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and MD Amrapali Kata
held extensive discus-
sions with representa-
tives from Koo, Book My
Show (Anil Makhija, Ch
irag Saraiya), 91 Film
Studios Founder Naveen
Chandra, Space City and
Space Exhibition Found-
er Srikanth Kodeboyina,
Blue Eye Soft Corp/BES
Space Pvt. Litd., Della Re-
sorts, Della Adventure
Park Founder Jimmy
Mistry, and Iline Studios
Director D. Rakesh.
Ravi Kottarkar, Presi-
dent of the South Indian
Film Chamber of Com-
merce, also submitted
several proposals aimed
at strengthening the
state’s film industry dur-

tioned as a Prime Destination for

Opportunities: Minister Durgesh

ing a lengthy meeting
with the Minister. Kot-
tarkar expressed plans to
visit Vijayawada, to wh
ich the Minister extend-
ed a formal invit ation.

Minister Durgesh con-
cluded that many inves-
tors expressed interest
in constructing studios
in Andhra Pradesh, par-
ticularly Digital Studios
in Visakhapatnam, and
voiced confidence that
the state’s film sector is
poised for rapid expan-
sion. He wrapped up his
two-day Mumbai visit
and departed for Andhra
Pradesh following the
meetings.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Vijayawada: On the
occasion of the Inter-
national Day of Per-
sons with Disabilities,
former Krishna Distr
ict Child Welfare Com
mittee Chairman BVS
Kumar has appealed
tothe Andhra Pradesh
government to addre
ss what he described
as a “serious and unfa
ir exclusion” of or-
phaned children with
disabilities from the
NTR Bharosa Pension
Scheme.

The State Govern-
ment, under GO Ms
No 43 dated June 13,
2024, has extended a
monthly pension of
6,000 to persons with
disabilities. Kumar
expressed gratitude to
the government and
Chief Minister N Cha
ndrababu Naidu for
this compassionate in
itiative, which he sa d
has offered crucial
support to thousands
of families caring for
disabled individuals.

However, Kumar

pointed out a signifi-

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

DELHI: The recent
Cyclone Montha, whi
ch struck Andhra Pra
desh with severe inten-
sity, caused extensive
damage estimated at

6,352 crore across mul-
tiple sectors, according
to State Education and
IT Minister Nara Loke-
sh and Home Minister
V Anita. The ministers
met Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah in New
Delhi on Tuesday and
formally submitted the
state government’s de-
tailed damage assess-
ment report.

Briefing the Union
Home Minister, Lokesh
and Anita explained
that the cyclone inflict-
ed widespread destruc-
tion of public infrastr
ucture, disrupted essen-
tial services and caused
severe hardship to peo-
ple in the affected re-
gions. According to the
report, a total of 3,109
villages across the state
were impacted.

Cyclone Montha ma
de landfall near Kaki-
nada on the night of Oc-
tober 28, accompanied
by heavy rainfall and
wind speeds reaching

Concern Raised Over Exclusion
of Orphaned Children with
Disabilities from NTR Bharosa
Pensions

Cyclone Montha Causes 6,352
Crore Damage in Andhra Pradesh;

Ministers Lokesh and Anita Submit
Report to Amit Shah

cant gap in the imple-
mentation of the sche
me, orphaned and
abandoned children
with physical and in-
tellectual disabilities,
residing in Child Care
Institutions (CCIs), re-
main outside its cov-
erage. These children
are placed in special-
ized homes by Child
Welfare Committees
under the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015, after
being rescued from
hospitals, streets or
other unsafe environ
ments.

A large number of
such specialized ho
mes for disabled chil-
dren are operated by
NGOs, charitable trus
ts and philanthropic
individuals without
any regular financial
assistance from the
State or Central Gov-
ernments. These inst
itutions survive on sp
oradic individual do-
nations, making it ex-
tremely challenging
to provide consistent
food, shelter, therapy
and medical care.

up to 100 kmph. The in-
tensity of the storm led
to widespre ad flooding,
uprooting of trees, pow-
er outages and damage
to roads, irrigation
structures and houses.
In response, the state
government laun ched
immediate relief opera-
tions. A total of 1.92 lak
h people were evacuat-
ed to 2,471 relief camps,
whe re they were pro-
vided with food, drink-
ing water, milk and oth-
er essential supplies.
Every affected family
received an immediate
relief assistance of 3,00
0. The government also
swiftly undertook mea
sures such as clearing
fallen trees, restoring
drinking water supply,
arranging temporary
shelters and repairing
critical infrastruct ure.
As part of urgent re-
lief efforts, the state dis-
bursed 60 crore to sup-
port affected families
and communities. 41
crore in the power sec-
tor, 369 crore in water
resources and irriga-
tion systems, 1,302
crore in permanent
structures and 48 crore
in community assets.
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BotsaAccuses GM Naidu of Misusing Power to Close Corruption Gases

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Cou
ncil Opposition Lea der
Botsa Saty anarayana
has strongly alleged that
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu is grossly
misusing his office to
suppress and close the
corruption cases filed ag
ainst him during the pre-
vious YSR Congress Par-
ty (YSRCP) re gime.

In a strongly worded
press statement issued
on Tuesday, Botsa clai
med that Naidu is orches
trating a well-planned
con spiracy to terminate
the cases through intimi-
dation and administra-
tive manipulation. Botsa
charged that the com-
plainant officers in these
corruption cases are be-
ing coerced and threat-
ened into withdrawing
their complaints. “Offi-
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cials who filed the com-
plaints are being fright-
ened into silence.

Even the investigating
officers, who are sup-
posed to act impartially,
have been reduced to
tools in ensuring the clo-
sure of these cases,” he
alleged. According to
him, this conduct refle
cts “a dangerous level of
abuse of power unprece-
dented in Indian politics.
”The Opposition Leader
insisted that Naidu’s ac-
tions are not only uncon-
stitutional but are also
deeply harmful to demo-
cratic systems and inst
itutions.

“The Chief Minister
has neither the courage
to face legal battles nor
the integrity to respect
judicial procedures. In-
stead, he is choosing bac
kdoor tactics to escape ac
countability,” Botsa stat-
ed. Recalling past devel-
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Parakamani case
report submitted

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2, 2025

Amaravati: The in-
vestigation into the
high-profile Parakam-
ani theft case took a
fresh turn on Tuesday
asthe Andhra Pradesh
Crime Investigation
Department (CID) sub
mitted a sealed-cov er
report to the High Cou
rt concerning a com-
promise settlement al-
leged in the case. The
Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) has also
filed its own report de-
tailing the assets and
financial status of one
of the key accused, Ra
vi Ku mar. During the
hearing, the CID’s sea
led-cover report was
presented before the
bench, underscoring
the sensitive nature of
the contents, which re-
portedly pertain to in-
ternal findings on the
suspected comprom
ise that emerged dur-
ing the course of the
investigation.

The ACB’s submis-
sion, meanwhile, in-
cluded an account of
the properties alleg-
edly owned by the ac-
cused, providing a cle
arer picture of his fi-
nancial dealings and
possible illicit wealth
accumulation. The Hi
gh Court, after receiv-
ing both reports, direc
ted the registry par-
ticularly the Registrar
(Judicial) to keep the
documents under secu
re custody and ensure
they remain sealed un
til the next stage of
proceedings.

The court empha-
sized that any act of
unsealing or disclos-
ing the contents with-
out specific judicial
approval would not be
permissible, given the
ongoing inquiry and
the potential implica-
tions for the case’s in-
tegrity. Ravi Kumar’s
defense counsel ar-
gued that the reports
submitted by both the
CID and ACB should
be shared with the de-
fense side to enable a
fair opportunity for
review and response.

The attorney as-
serted that withholdin
g the documents from
the accused amounted

to a denial of proce-
dural fairness and
transparency, which
are fundamental in ju-
dicial proceedings. Ho
wever, after hearing
the submissions, the
presiding judge reject-
ed the plea made by Ra
vi Kumar’s coun sel.

The court held that
at this stage of the pr
oceedings, maintain-
ing confidentiality w
as necessary to protect
the investigation pro-
cess and ensure that
sensitive findings wer
e not prematurely dis-
closed. Legal experts
following the case ob-
served that the court’s
decision reflects a cau-
tious approach typical
in high-stakes investi-
gations where inter-
nal reports or prelimi-
nary findings could
influence future inves-
tigations or connected
trials.

They noted that su
ch sealed-cover procee
dings are generally u
sed to ensure that crit-
ical evidence or witne
ss statements are not
compromised before
formal charges or tri-
als are completed.The
Parakamani theft cas
e, which surfaced ear-
lier in 2025, involves al
legations of misappro-
priation of funds and
mishandling of tem-
ple revenue collect
ions.

The term “Paraka-
ma ni” refers to the
counting and manage-
ment of temple offer-
ings, and the case has
drawn considerable
public attention due to
the alleged involve-
ment of temple offi-
cials and public serv-
ants. With the latest
court order, the case
proceedings have now
been adjourned to
Friday.

The High Court is
expected to review the
sealed submissions
further and may de-
cide at that time whet
her any parts of the
reports can be dis-
closed to the defense
or whether the confi-
dentiality will contin-
ue until the investiga-
tion reaches a more
advanced stage.

opments, Botsa said that
during the YSRCP gov-
ernment between 2014
and 2019, multiple cor-
ruption cases were regis-
tered against Naidu,
each supported by sub-
stantial evidence.

Among these were the
Skill Development Scam
in which the court had
sent Naidu to judicial re-
mand based on prima fa-
cie evidence and the as-
signed lands case, Ama
ravati ring road alignme
nt case, free sand distri-
bution scam, Fiber Net
scam involving hundre
ds of crores of rupees,
and several liquor-relat-
ed scandals.Botsa re-
marked that after assum-
ing power, Chandrababu
Naidu began systemati-
cally dismantling these
investi gations.

“Since returning to of-
fice, he has put pressure
on investigating agen-

cies, weakened their in-
dependence, and ensured
that the cases are buried.
Some officers have been
trapped in false cases
and forced to retract the
ir original complaints,
while others have been
lured or intimidated into
silence,” he alleged.

He cited the recent clo-
sure of the Assigned Lan
ds case and the Liquor
Scam case as examples
of this alleged misuse of
authority. “These closu
res show the extent to w
hich the system is being
compromised for person-
al gain. All remaining ca
ses, t0o, are being pushed
in the same direction,”
Botsa said.Condemning
Naidu’s alleged behavior,
Botsa asserted that this
represents “mockery of
law and contempt for the
Con stitution.”

He added that Chan-
drababu Naidu, while on

bail in one of the corrup-
tion cases, is now invol
ved in threatening wit-
nesses and complainants
an act that he terme d as
an “outrage against jus-
tice and morality. ”Botsa
demanded that the Gov-
ernor of Andhra Prade
sh intervene immediate-
ly to stop what he descr
ibed as blatant misuse of
power.

“The Governor must
act urgently to protect th
e independence of inves-
tigative agencies and up-
hold the sanctity of dem-
ocratic institutions,” he
appealed. Botsa conclud-
ed by asserting that the
YSRCP will take up a le-
gal and political battle to
stop Naidu’s misuse of
power and protect the in-
tegrity of the state’s
governance.

YSRCP Accuses Chandrababu of

gress Party (YSRCP) on Tues-
day mounted a sharp attack on
the coalition government led
by Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, alleging that it
has prioritized personal inter-
ests over public welfare. For-
mer minister Kurasala Kan-
nababu accused the Chief
Minister of protecting himself
from corruption cases instead
of addressing pressing issues
faced by farmers and common
citizens.

Speaking to media persons
in Kakinada, Kannababu al-
leged that Chandrababu Naidu
was “judging his own cases,”
as key investigations regis-
tered against him during the
previous regime were report-
edly being withdrawn or dilut-
ed under the current govern-
ment. He claimed that the
Crime Investigation Depart-
ment (CID), which had filed a
liquor scam case against

Naidu, has now reversed its
stance, raising serious ques-

tions about transparency and
accountability in the adminis

tration.

“The liquor trade was car-
ried out earlier without the ap-
proval of the Finance Depart-
ment. Now, Chandrababu has
ensured that the case is closed.
This clearly shows how he is
misusing his position to es-
cape legal scrutiny,” Kannaba-
bu remarked, adding that the
development was a “blow to
the rule of law. "He further al-
leged that several bureaucrats
and senior police officers were
being pressured to comply
with political directions.

“Government funds are be-
ing diverted to pay huge
amounts to leading lawyers to
fight Chandrababu’s personal
cases,” Kannababu said. He
also reiterated the YSRCP's al-
legations linking Naidu to the
Inner Ring Road and Skill De-
velopment scams, accusing
the Chief Minister of orches-
trating cover-ups for these
high-profile cases.

Turning to public issues,

Misusing Power to Close Cases

TPN Bureau | December 2
Kakinada: The YSR Con-

Kannababu said that the state’
s farmers are suffering as ag-
ricultural produce fetches dis-
tressingly low prices. He high-
lighted that bananas are being
sold for as little as 50 paise per
kilogram while the govern-
ment is allegedly offering
prime lands to private associ-
ates at throwaway prices.

“This government has turn
ed its back on the people while
enriching those close to pow-
er,” he alleged. Kannababu con
cluded by demanding that the
government make public the
number of pension beneficiar-
ies affected by recent cuts and
accused the ruling alliance of
abandoning welfare com
mitments.

“Public money is being mis-
used to protect one individual,
while the poor and farmers are
left to struggle,” he said, urg-
ing citizens to hold the govern-
ment accountable for what he
termed as “blatant misuse of
authority.”

Coalition Government Pushing Farmers Into

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Vijayawada: Former
MLA and YSRCP Official
Spokesperson Kaile Anil
Kumar on Monday
launched a sharp attack
on the TDP-led coalition
government, alleging
that Andhra Pradesh’s
agriculture sector has
been pushed into its wo
rst-ever crisis due to a
combination of natural
calamities and govern-
ment negligence.

Speaking at the YSRCP
Central Office in Tade-
palli, Anil Kumar said
farmers across the state
are struggling between
relentless cyclones and
the government’s failure
to support them. He criti-
cised the administration
for dismantling crucial
farmer-support mecha-
nisms created under for-
mer Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy, par-
ticularly the Rythu Bha-
rosa Kendras (RBKs),
which had guided farm-
ers from seed distribu-
tion to crop procur
ement. He said the col-

Deep Crisis: Former MLA Kaile Anil Kumar

lapse of supply chains
has forced farmers to
stand in long queues even
for essentials like seeds
and urea, while black
marketing has flour-
ished. Despite harvest-
ready crops, he alleged
that no crop is being giv-
en Minimum Support
Price (MSP), resulting in
paddy stocks lying expos
ed for days in fields, yard
s, and even on highways.
Citing a recent incident
in Penamaluru, he said
officials removed heaps
of paddy lying on the roa
d for ten days—not to he
Ip farmers but to prevent
negative publicity for the
government.

Anil Kumar condem
ned the silence of both
state and central govern-
ments on compensation
for losses caused by Cy-
clone Monta, stating that
no announcement has
been made regarding in-
put subsidy. He claimed
that the coalition has vir-
tually abolished input
subsidy, deepening farm-
ers’ distress.

Sharing the situation

©

in his Pamarru constitu-
ency, he said a 75-kg pad-
dy bag is not fetching
even 1,000, and traders
are allegedly deducting
up to 12 kg per bag citing
moisture. Without RBKs
monitoring procure-
ment, traders and mid-
dlemen have taken con-
trol, leading to widespr
ead exploitation. He add-
ed that not only paddy,
but black gram, green
gram, millets, chillies, to-
bacco, onions, tomatoes,
sugarcane, and mangoes
are being sold without
MSP, while banana prices
have crashed to 50 paise
per kg.

The former MLA de-
manded immediate MSP
declaration and procure-
ment to prevent total col-
lapse of the farming sec-
tor. He accused the coali
tion of targeting farmers
who protest instead of
addressing their griev-
ances and warned that
agriculture will continue
to decline unless the
Chandrababu Naidu-led
government changes
course.

TDP Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu
Criticizes Past YSRCP Regime, Highlights
Major Investment in Handri Neeva Project

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Mangalagiri : Andh
ra Pradesh Minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu
strongly criticized the
previous YSR Congre
ss Party (YSRCP) gov-
ernment, alleging that
it failed to make any
progress on the vital
Handri Neeva Sujala
Sravanthi project dur-
ing its five-year tenure
under former Chief
Minister Y.S. Jag an
Mohan Reddy. Spea
king to the media in
Mangalagiri, Rama-
naidu asserted that the
project, which is con-
sidered the lifeline of
the Rayalaseema re-
gion, was completely
neglected during the
YSRCP’s rule.

The Minister, ad-
dressing reporters,
said that ever since the
coalition government
came to power in the
state, substantial pro-
gress has been achieve
d on long-pending irri-
gation projects. He an-
nounced that the cur-
rent government has
already sanctioned
and utilized Rs. 3,869 c
rore for the Handri Ne
eva project in its very
first year, completing
works that the previ-
ous administration
had failed to undertake
over five years.

Ramanaidu explain

ed that the coalition
government’s priority
has been to ensure wa-
ter security for the
drought-prone dis-
tricts of Rayalaseema.
According to him, sev-
eral reservoirs in the
region are now brim-
ming with water, a de-
velopment that has
brought relief and joy
to farmers who depend
on irrigation for their
livelihoods. He praised
Chief Minister N. Ch
andrababu Naidu’s vi-
sion and commitment
to rejuvenating stalled
projects and reviving
infrastructural devel-
opment across the
state.

“While the YSRCP
administration couldn
't make even a small
beginning, our govern-
ment achieved what
they could not do in
five years,” Ramanaid
u declared. He empha-
sized that the success
of the Handri Neeva
project demonstrates
the coalition govern-
ment’s efficiency and
accountability. The
Minister further added
that even during the
harsh summer months,
water now flows thr
ough Rayalaseema’s ir-
rigation canals, turn-
ing parched lands fer-
tile once again.

The Minister noted
that villagers and far

mers across the region
have been expressing
their gratitude throu
gh traditio nal prayers
and thanksgiving cer-
emonies, celebrating
the arrival of water in
long-dry reservoirs.
“Rayalaseema’s chil-
dren and farmers are
offering prayers and
expressing happiness
as the waters have fi-
nally reached their
fields,” he remarked.
Ramanaidu also reit-
erated the governme
nt’s broader commit-
ment to balanced regio
nal development. He
pointed out that irriga-
tion infrastructure pla
ys a crucial role in ens
uring agricultural pro
sperity, which in turn
supports the rural eco
nomy. He blame d the
YSRCP government for
prioritizing political
motives over public
welfare and delaying
essential infrastruc-
ture projects that di-
rectly impact the lives
of ordinary peo ple.
Highlighting the go
vernment’s dedication
to transparency and
results-driven govern-
ance, Ramanaidu stat-
ed that the coalition go
vernment wou 1d con-
tinue to focus on major
irrigation and drink-
ing water projects acro
ss Rayalaseema and ot
her backward regions.
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Chandrababu’s‘Cash-for-MLCs’ 0perat|on
Exposes Abuse of Power: Perni Nani

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Vijayawada: YSRCP
Krishna District Presi-
dent and former Minis-
ter Perni Venkataramai-
ah (Nani) launched a sha
rp attack on Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Nai
du, accusing him of or-
chestrating the “most di
sgraceful political trad-
ingoperation” in the his-
tory of Andhra Pradesh.
Addressing the media at
the YSRCP central office,
Nani alleged that the
Chief Minister is openly
luring YSRCP MLCs wi
th money, engineering re
signations, and purchas-
ing position s, actions he

said strike at the heart of
democratic values.
Calling the episode an
“unethical political ga
me,” Nani said Dr BR
Ambedkar could never
have imagined a political
climate where leaders
show such disregard for
constitutional morality.
Instead of opposing de-
fections and seeking dis-
qualification as required
by democratic norms, Ch
andrababu has allegedly
turned the system up-
side down by using br
ibes and coercion to forc
e resignations, he said.
Nani further accused
Chandrababu of gross
misuse of power after ta

king office, including thr
eatening officials and in-
fluencing the withdraw-
al of corruption cases th
at were previously filed
based on departmental
evidence. He reminded
that Chandrab abu had
fought these cas es in
court with high-pro file
lawyers, and when un-
successful, secured bail
on medical grounds. “Af-
ter returning home with
a massive rally, he never
visited a hospital again.
People should recognise
the deception,” he said.
He alleged that the coa-
lition government exists
primarily to clear cases
against Chandrababu

/

CPIl National Secretary
Ramakrishna Slams PM
Modi’s Remarks on
Opposition, Calls Them
Undemocratic

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Vijayawada: Com-
munist Party of India
(CPI) National Secre-
tary K Ramakrishna
strongly criticised Pri
me Minister Narendra
Modi for his remarks
belittling the Opposi-
tion and the functionin
g of Parliament. He sai
d the Prime Minister’s
comments were “un-
democratic and disre-
spectful” to parliamen-
tary norms.

In a statement re-
leased on social media
on Tuesday, Ramakr
ishna questioned Mod
i’s comments alleging
that the Opposition en-
gages in “drama” whe
nraising issues of pub-
lic concern in Parlia-
ment. “If the Oppositio
n highlights people’s
problems, how does th
at become a drama? Th
e Prime Minister must
answer,” he said.

Ramakrishna de-
manded that Modi
spell out what develop-
ment had actually tak-
en place during his 11-
year tenure, asking:
“In which sectors has
India progressed? In
which sectors have we
fallen behind? What
real development has
occurred under Modi’s

rule?”

He criticised the Pri
me Minister’s repeated
claim that India is ad-
vancing rapidly in all
sectors globally. Refer-
ring to the deprecia-
tion of the Indian rupe
e, Ramakrishna noted
that the exchange rate
had fallen from 60 per
US dollar in 2014 to 89
.65 today. “If the rupee
is weakening this se-
verely, how can anyone
say the economy is mo
ving forward?” he
asked.

Ramakrishna fur-
ther pointed out that
the country’s debt has
risen sharply. “When
Modi took office in 201
4, India’s total debt sto
od at 55 lakh crore. To-
day, it has touched 200
lakh crore,” he said. He
accused the Prime M
inister of failing to ful-
filmajor election prom
ises and of neglecting
fundamental issues.
Farmers’ problems re-
main unresolved, price
rise is uncontrolled, un
employment persists,
and the much-publi-
cised promise of bring-
ing back black money
from foreign banks has
not been met, he said.

Condemning Modi’s
criticism of the Oppo-
sition, Ramakrishna

said the Prime Minis-
ter was trying to de-
mean parliamentary
debate while failing to
tolerate any questions
on critical issues such
as the SIR (Special In-
vestment Regions). He
alleged that Modi re-
peatedly uses religion
to divide the people
and cannot accept Op-
position scrutiny of
such actions.

Ramakrishna also
objected to what he de-
scribed as politically
motivated cases agai st
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and
former Finance Minis-
ter Thomas Isaac, say-
ing these were at-
tempts to tarnish the
Left ahead of upcom-
ing local body and As-
sembly elections. He
cited similar cases
against Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi in the
National Herald mat
ter.

The CPI leader said
such actions pose a
threat to democracy,
urging all Left and
democratic forces to
oppose the Prime Min-
ister’s “confrontation-
al and vindictive app
roach.”

and his associates while
filing fabricated cases
against political rivals.
Manipulating institu-
tions, forging documents
and intimidating officers
will not protect Chan-
drababu from legal scru-
tiny forever, Nani war
ned.

Taking aim at Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, Nani ridiculed
his claim that coconut
trees in Konaseema were
dying due to “Telanga-
na’s evil eye”, asking wh
ether Pawan spoke as a
Deputy CM or a sorcerer.
A responsible govern-
ment should consult ex-
perts and save farmers,

not promote supersti-
tion, he said. Nani also
questioned Minister Nar
a Lokesh’s claim that he
does not spend public
money on flights, de-
manding transparency
on who pays for weekly
chartered trips costing
around 10 lakh each.

On Amaravati, Nani
accused Chandrababu of
undermining the very
capital he once champi-
oned. With major compa-
nies being diverted to Vi-
sakhapatnam, Amaravat
i risks becoming a “bar-
ren administrative is-
land,” leaving farmers
anxious about the future
of their lands.
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Training Aims at
Religious
Management
Srivari Sevaks are
Torch Bearers of
Hindu Dharma -
Additional EO

TPN Bureau | Decem
ber 2

TIRUMALA: The mo
tt o behind the Train
the Trainees is to pre-
pare Srivari Sevaks in
a professional way and
develop their skills in
Religious Management
besides sprucing them
up as Torch Bearers of
Hindu Sanatana Dhar-
ma, said the TTD Addi-
tional EO Ch Venkaiah
Chowdary.

Addressing the first
batch of Train the
Trainees orientation

First Batch of “Train The
Trainees Launched”

program held at Seva
Sadan 2 in Tirumala on
Tuesday, he called upon
the partcipants tolearn
all the training mod-
ules designed by the
Planning Department
of AP along with IIM
Ahmedabad.

“The training in-
cludes personality de-
velopment, skill man-
agement, commun
ication skills, behav-
iour towards devotees,
leadership qualities,
besides informing
about history of TTD
and importance of Sri-
vari Seva, mythologi-
cal stories and many
more. Many experts
have been roped in to
train you for the pur-
pose, he maintained.

Adding further he
said, the Honourable
CM of AP N Chandrab-

abu Naidu, has given
instructions to enhan
ce the quality of seva
by Srivari Sev aks.

This training is
mulled at taking for-
ward Srivari Seva in a
Professional way as per
the directives of the AP
CM. The trained seva
ks will train the regis-
tered sevaks at their re-
spective places before
they report for Seva in
Tirumala or Tirupati”,
he main tained.

Imbibe the essence
of training classes and
train up other sevaks,
he added.

Scholars Dr Me-
dasani Mohan, Dr Da-
modar Naidu, Dr Sini-
vas, Chief PRO Dr T Ra
vi, PRO (FAC) Ms Nee-
lima, Seva Sadan staffs
and others were also
present.

Andhra Pradesh Notifies Landmark Rules to

Regulate Display Devices in Urban Areas
WELCO7

Cleaner Streets, Safer
Structures,
Transparent Business,
Stronger Municipal
Revenues

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2, Vijayawada: The
Government of Andhra
Pradesh has issued a ma-
jor urban reform by noti-
fying The Andhra Prad
esh Regulation and Con-
trol of Display Devices
(Promotion of Products
and Services) in Urban
Local Bodies Rules, 2025.
The comprehensive poli-
cy aims to regulate all
advertisements and dis-
play devices across Na-
gar Panchayats, Munici-
palities and Municipal
Corporations. Officials
described it as a trans-
formative initiative alig
ned with the vision of
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu to build
clean, modern and in-
vestment-ready cities.

The new rules address
long-standing issues
caused by unregulated
hoardings such as ob-
structed traffic, unsafe
structures, visual clut-
ter, indiscriminate flex
usage, and loss of munic-
ipal revenue. The gov-
ernment stated that And
hra Pradesh will now
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transition to a safe,
cleaner and aesthetically
aligned urban environ-
ment, with advertise-
ments monitored throu
gh strict guidelines and
digital oversight.

Public safety has been
placed at the core of the
reform. All display struc-
tures above 50 sq ft in-
cluding rooftop hoard-
ings, ground-mounted
frames and unipoles,
must undergo mandato-

ry structural safety cer-
tification. These certifi-
cations cover wind and
seismic resistance, load-
bearing capacity and an-
nual inspections by cer-
tified engineers. Unsafe
devices will be removed
immediately, with the
cost recovered from vio-
lators. Public liability in-
surance is now compul-
sory to ensure compensa
ion in case of accidents
caused by display dev

ices.

To protect cultural val-
ues and sensitive loca-
tions, advertisements
are prohibited near plac-
es of worship, education-
al institutions, hospitals,
government offices, traf-
fic intersections, herit-
age sites, bridges and
central medians. Con-
tent promoting nudity,
obscenity, tobacco, lig-
uor, drugs, hate speech,
violence or child exploi-

tation is strictly banned
across all Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs).

A new structured li-
censing system has also
been introduced. Indi-
viduals or establish-
ments can register as In-
dividual Displayers for
up to 10 devices, while
professional agencies
may operate without lim-
it. Each display device
will require explicit per-
mission, carrying visible
details such as permis-
sion number, GSTIN and
printer information. Mu-
nicipal lands for adver-
tising will now be leased
only through open public
auctions, ensuring trans-
parency and higher rev-
enue for civic bodies.

Enforcement will be
stringent, with penalties
up to 50,000 per day for
violations. A fully inte-
grated online system for
licensing, permissions,
payments and monitor-
ing will be operational
within 45 days.

Principal Secretary,
MA&UD, S Suresh Ku-
mar, said the reform will
ensure safer streets, re-
spect for heritage, and
improved urban aesthet-
ics, marking Andhra
Pradesh as a national
leader in display device
regulation.

AP BJP Chief PVN Madhav Demands Apology
from Telangana CM Revanth Reddy

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2, Vijayawada: An
dhra Pradesh BJP Presi-
dent PVN Madhav has sh
arply condemned Telan-
gana Chief Minister A
Re vanth Reddy for his
alleged derogatory rema
rks against Hindu dei-
ties, demanding that he
issue an unconditional
public apology to the Hi
ndu communityIn a stro
ng statement from the
BJP state headquarters,
Madhav accused the Tel-
angana Chief Minister
of making irresponsible
and disparaging comm
ents that had deeply hurt
the religious sentiments
of Hindus across both
Telugu-speaking States.

He said such remarks
reflected a lack of respe
ctfor Hindu faith and am
ounted to a direct insult

to the community’s spir-
itual beliefs.“The Chief
Minister of Telangana
has behaved recklessly
and spoken disrespect-
fully about Hindu gods,
causing anguish among
millions of devotees,”
Madhav said. He alleged
that Revanth Reddy’s
tone and choice of words

revealed a disregard for
the religious sensitivi-
ties of the peo ple.

“By mocking and belit-
tling the deities revered
by Hindus, he has cross
ed all limits of decency
in public discour se,” the
BJP leader added.Madha
v went on to describe the
Telangana Chief Minis-

ter’s comments as “sham
eless and irresponsible,”
asserting that no public
le ader should speak in a
manner that divides
communities or provok
es religious sentiments.
“These words show his
anti-Hindu attitude and
expose his mindset.
They reveal the true
colours of the Telangana
Chief Minister,” Madhav
remarked.The Andhra
Pradesh BJP Chief said
that the Hindu communi
ty across Andhra Prad
esh and Telangana stron
gly condemned the re-
marks and demanded re-
spect for their faith. “Th
e Chief Minister m ust
realise that people look
up to him as a responsi-
ble constitutional head,
not as a person w ho ridi-
cules their religion,” he

said.

Madhav urged Revant
h Reddy to tender an im-
mediate and uncondi-
tional apology to Hindus
and withdraw his offen-
sive remarks. He warned
that continued silence
from the Telangana
Chief Minister would be
viewed as deliberate dis-
regard for public sen
timent.

The BJP leader also
appealed to political le
aders of all parties to up-
hold the dignity of their
offices and avoid state-
ments that inflame reli-
gious feelings. “The BJP
will not stay silent when
Hindu beliefs are disre-
spected,” Madhav con-
cluded, emphasizing that
such issues go beyond po
litics and touch the col-
lective faith of millions.
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Pithapuram, East Go-
davari District: In a shoc
king and deeply disturb-
ing incident, a man iden-
tified as Manikyam from
Sarabhavaram village
died outside the Chebro-
lu Primary Health Cen-
tre (PHC) on Monday
night after allegedly be-
ing denied medical atten-
tion. The tragedy has
sparked outrage among
local residents, who have
accused the health staff
of gross negligence and
demanded an immediate
inquiry into the circum-
stances that led to the
death.

According to local so

urces, Manikyam had
been suffering from ill
health late on Monday
and was rushed by his
family members to the
Chebrolu PHC for urgent
medical treatment.
When the family reached
the facility, they were
horrified to find the hos-
pital locked. Despite des-
perate attempts to locate
hospital staff, no one was
available on the premi
ses. The family kept
waiting outside the
locked gate for assis-
tance, but Manikyam’s
condition worsened rap-
idly, and he passed away
before any help could be
secured.The incident has
angered residents of
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Political torm in Palnadu: War
of Words Intensifies Between
TDP and YSRCP Leaders

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Narasaraopet: A po-
litical storm is brew-
ing in Palnadu district
as a fierce war of wo
rds escalates between
the ruling Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) and
leaders of the opposi-
tion YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP). The
controversy was trig-
gered by remarks
made by Macherla
MLA Julakanti Brah-
ma Reddy, who lev-
elled serious allega-
tions of corruption
against former Gu-
razala MLA Kasu Ma-
hesh Reddy, sparking
heated reactions from
senior YSRCP figures.
Brahma Reddy ac-
cused Mahesh Reddy
of constructing the
“Kasu Convention
Centre” in Narasarao-
pet using allegedly
misappropriated fu
nds from his tenure as
an MLA.

He challenged Ma-
hesh Reddy for an
open debate on the fi-
nancial sources be-
hind the project, clai
ming it was built on
questionable groun ds
and demanded a pub-
lic explanation.Re-
sponding sharply, for-
mer minister Vidu
dala Rajini, ex-MLAs
Kasu Mahesh Reddy,
and Dr. Gopireddy
Srinivasa Reddy held
a joint press confer-
ence at Kasu’s residen
ce in Narasaraopet on
Tuesday. They con-
demned the remarks
made by Brahma Red-
dy, calling his allega-
tions baseless and po-
litically motivated.
Mahesh Reddy clarifie
d that the land where
the convention centre
stands was purchased
by his family over 60
years ago and that the
project was built with
full legal permiss
ions.

He dismissed Brah-
ma Reddy’s charges as
“irresponsible and un-
fortunate,” asserting
that “someone with-
out proper education
or manners” was mak-
ing wild accusations
for political mileage.
Mahesh Reddy threw
the challenge back at
the Macherla MLA,

asking whether Brah-
ma Reddy himself
was ready for an open
debate about the in-
tegrity of his own ac-
tions.

He further criti-
cized Brahma Reddy’s
alleged hypocrisy,
questioning how a leg-
islator claiming to live
an ethical life could
spend “ten crores on
his son’s lavish wed-
ding in Guntur. ”Dur-
ing the same press
meet, former minister
Vidudala Rajini lash
ed out at the coalition
government led by
Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu, alleg-
ing that a “Red Book
regime” was targeting
YSRCP leaders with
fabricated cases.

She said several YS-
RCP leaders were be-
ing politically har-
assed, warning that
the party would “cer-
tainly return the fa-
vor” when it comes
back to power. Rajini
maintained that the
twin murders in Vela-
durthi had nothing to
do with MLA Pinnelli
Ramakrishna Reddy
and were instead the
result of internal
dominance clashes
within the local TDP
factions.

Echoing similar
sentiments, YSRCP’s
Palnadu district work-
ing president and for-
mer Narasaraopet
MLA Dr. Gopireddy
Srinivasa Reddy con-
demned the allega-
tions made by Brahma
Reddy. He reminded
the media that the
then district Superin-
tendent of Police had
publicly confirmed
the Veladurthi mur-
ders were borne out
of factional rivalry,
not political conspi
racy. He also criticized
labeling the Pinnelli
brothers as “statue
thieves,” calling it
“absurd and defama-
tory. ”Gopireddy ques-
tioned whether a sin-
gle allegation against
MLA Pinnelli Ram-
akrishna Reddy has
ever been proven, in-
sisting that TDP lead-
ers were resorting to
cheap tactics to ma-
lign YSRCP’s image.
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Chebrolu and nearby vil-
lages, who gathered at
the PHC on Tuesday
morning to express their
outrage. They blamed
the authorities for fail-
ing to ensure proper
night-time medical cov-

REGIONAL

erage in the government-
run facility.

Villagers alleged that
for over a year, the PHC
has not had any medical
staff or duty doctor avai
lable during night hours,
forcing patients to seek

aid at distant hospitals
often at the cost of pre-
cious time. “This is pure
negligence. What is the
use of a Primary Health
Centre if no one is avail-
able even in emergencies
atnight?” asked Ramesh,

a local farmer, who
joined others in staging a
protest outside the locke
d hospital gates.

Several residents de-
manded strict action
against the staff respon-
sible for keeping the fa-
cility closed at night and
urged higher officials
from the Health Depart-
ment to visit and review
the situation immediate-
ly. Witnesses described
the scene as heart-wren
ching, with the victim’s
family crying helplessly
outside the hospi tal. Lo-
cal leaders and activists
have condemned the sit-
uation as a failure of the
public healthcare system
in rural areas.

MLA G.V.Anjaneyulu Distributes Tricycles to
the Disabled inVinukonda, Praises CM
Chandrababu’s 15-Year Journey

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 2

Vinukonda (Palnadu
District): Marking Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s completion of
15 years of outstanding
governance in And hra
Pradesh, Vinukonda
MLA and Government
Chief Whip G.V. Anjaney
ulu organized a special
program on Tuesday to
distribute tricycles to dif-
ferently-abled person s.
The event, held at the lo-
cal Chief Whip office,
was conducted under the
auspices of the Shivas
hakti Leela Anjan Foun-
dation, which provided 40
specially designed tricy-
cles to beneficiaries.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, MLA Anjaneyulu
congratulated all the re-
cipients and said that the
initiative would empower
them to lead more inde-
pendent lives.

He observed that while
the average percentage
of differently-abled indi-
viduals in the state is
around 3 percent, Vinu-
konda records a higher
rate of 5 to 6 percent. He
urged the government to

study the reasons behind
this and implement effec-
tive solutions to improve
their quality of life.Re-
flecting on Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s long political
journey, Anjaneyulu said
that Naidu’s career has
been a true inspiration to
today’s youth. “Chan-
drababu Naidu’s life is
filled with examples of
good governance and
struggle.

His leadership has left
an indelible mark on In-
dian politics,” he said. He
further stated that Naidu
has successfully led the
state for 15 years as Chief
Minister and has also
served 15 years as Leader
of the Opposition, con-
tinuously dedicating
himself to public service.

[ e
“When in power, he focus-
es on development and
welfare, and when in op-
position, he champions
people’s issues with
equal determination,”
Anjaneyulu remarked.
The MLA also lauded
the efforts of Shivashakti
Foundation Chairperson
Leelavathi, his wife, for
her commitment to social
service. He praised the
foundation for providing
uninterrupted service for
the past 28 years and
promised to further ex-
pand its activities. An-
janeyulu announced that
the foundation would
soon intr oduce special
scholarships for differ-
ently-abled and minority
students pursuing medi
cine, engineering, or
postgraduate degre es.

He advised eligible stu-
dents to submit their ap-
plications to the founda-
tion’s manager within a
week.State Library Coun-
cil Chairman Gon ugunt-
la Koteshwara Rao also
addressed the gathering,
describing Chief Minis-
ter Naidu as a leader who
served for 15 ye ars with
an unblemished record.
He said Naidu embodies
the ideals of former
Chief Minister N.T. Rama
Rao, who view ed society
itself as a temple.

Rao praised Anjaneyu-
1u for following Naidu’s
footsteps and expressed
his wish that the people
of Vinukonda continue to
elect him as their MLA
for life. Rao also assured
that he would extend his
support for setting up a
new public library in Vi-
nukonda by securing
more than one crore ru-
pees in funding.District
Cooperative Central
Bank (DCCB) Chairman
Makkena Mallik arjuna
Rao, Jana Sena leader
Nag Seenu Royal, and
several local leaders also
participated in the progr
am.

Rajahmundry MLA Battulu Balaramakrishna Appeals
to DGP for New Police Buildings and Vehicles

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Rajahmundry (Ra-
janagaram) East Goda-
vari: MLA Battulu Bal-
aramakrishna met the
Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) of Andhra
Pradesh, Mr. Harish
Kumar Gupta, in his of-
fice and submitted sev-
eral petitions address-
ing pressing issues
concerning police in-
frastructure and mobil-
ity in his constituency.

The legislator urged
the state police chief to
sanction funds for the
construction of new po-
lice station buildings
and to allocate new ve-
hicles to improve law
enforcement efficiency
in Rajanagaram As-
sembly constituency.
During the meeting,
the MLA explained that
police stations at Seet
hanagaram and Koru-
konda, as well as the
Korukonda Circle Of-
fice, are currently func-
tioning in rented or
temporary premises
due to the lack of dedi-
cated government buil
dings.

The Korukonda Po-
lice Station, in particu-
lar, is being operated
from a temporary facil-

ity in the Rythu Seva
Kendra. Moreover, the
DSP North Zone office
and staff do not have a
permanent space and
are functioning out of a
private campus.Balara-
makrishna highlighted
that the absence of pro
per infrastructure
hampers efficient polic-
ing and affects the mo-
rale of officers working
in these regions.

He requested the DG
P to consider the imme-
diate allocation of land
and release of neces-
sary funds to construct
new, permanent build-
ings for Seethanagar-
am and Korukonda po-
lice stations, as well as
for the DSP North Zone
office and Korukonda
Circle office. Establish-
ing these buildings, he
emphasized, would sig-
nificantly strengthen
policing in the area and
enhance the public’s
sense of security.

In addition to infra-
structure concerns, the
MLA also drew atten-
tion to the urgent need
for new police vehicles
across the region. He
stated that three police
stations under the Ra-
janagaram and Koru-
konda circles are strug-

gling with outdated and
frequently malfunc-
tioning vehicles, which
disrupt routine opera-
tions and emergency
response. To address
this issue, he requested
the sanctioning of five
new vehicles two for
the Circle Inspectors of
the respective circles
and three for the Sub-
Inspectors stationed at
the three police statio
ns.

Responding positive-
ly to the MLA’s repre-
sentation, DGP Harish

Kumar Gupta assured
that the department
would examine the pro-
posals on priority and
take necessary steps to
resolve the issues at the
earliest. The DGP ap-
preciated the MLA’s ini-
tiative in addressing
the welfare and opera-
tional needs of the

police force, assuring
that the state govern-
ment remains commit-
ted to improving law

and order infrastruc-
ture across Andhra
Pradesh.

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Man Dies Outside PHG in Chebrolu: Locals
Outraged Over Alleged Negligence hy Medical Staf

They have also ques-
tioned how such negli-
gence could continue de-
spite repeated compl
aints from villagers over
the past year. The villag-
ers claimed they had
raised the same issue
with Mandal-level health
officials several times,
but no effective action
was taken. “Every time
we complained, they as-
sured us that night duty
staff would be appoi
nted.

But nothing has chang
ed. Now a life has been
lost because of their in-
difference,” a resident
said. Authorities from
Pithapuram mandal are
expected to launch an in-

quiry into the incident.
Health Department offi-
cials have promised to
review staff attendance
records and take action
if dereliction of duty is
confirmed.

However, the villagers
insist that promises
alone are not enough
they want accountability
and permanent staffing
at the PHC to prevent
such tragedies in the fu-
ture. As the community
mourns Manikyam’s dea
th, the incident has once
again highlighted the ur-
gent need for stronger
supervision and staffing
in rural government
healthcare centers acros
s Andhra Pradesh.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 2

Ramachandrapur
am: The state Labour
Minister Vasamshetty
Subash reaffirmed
that addressing public
grievances remains
the top priority of the
coalition government.
Speaking at a Praja
Darbar held at his ca
mp office in Ramac
handrapuram on Tues
day, the Minister as-
serted that the gov-
ernment is committed
to resolving people’s
issues at the earliest
possible stage through
coordinated adminis-
trative action.

The programme
was organized under
the supervision of co-
alition party leader
Vasamshetty Satyam.
Large numbers of res-
idents from various
villages in and around
Ramachandrapuram
attended the event to
present petitions hig
hlighting local prob-
lems ranging from in-
frastructure deficien-
cies to welfare-related
griev ances.

Minister Subash
carefully examined
each petition, assur-
ing that every genu-
ine issue will be ad-
dressed promptly.
During his interac-
tion with the public,
the Minister empha-
sized that the coali-
tion government gives
utmost importance to
solving people’s prob-
lems. He instructed
officials to act swiftly
upon any issue brou
ght to their notice and
ensure that no griev-
ance remains unatt
ended.

Subash noted that
continuous review
meetings are being
conducted to track the
progress of grievance
redressal and to en-
sure timely solutions
within the Ramachan-
drapuram constitu-
ency. Highlighting the
government’s commu-
nity outreach initia-
tives, Subash stated
that people-friendly
governance is not just

Coalition Government Prioritizes
Public Problem-Solving: Minister
Subash Holds Praja Darbar in
Ramachandrapuram

a promise but a work-
ing principle of the
coalition regime.

He said that the ad-
ministration is being
made more accounta-
ble at the local level,
with every depart-
mental officer an-
swerable for delays or
negligence in resolv-
ing complaints. “Any
issue from any village
that comes to my at-
tention will be taken
up immediately,” the
Minister reassured,
urging citizens to
come forward without
hesitation.

He also lauded the
dedication of party
activists and support-
ers in conveying peo-
ple’s concerns to the
government. “Every
volunteer and activist
who stood behind me
during the elections
can feel confident that
I will remain by their
side, working for their
welfare and for the
betterment of the peo-
ple,” Subash said. He
appealed to the cadre
to maintain close in-
teraction with local
communities and help
identify unresolved
civic and social pro
blems.

Senior coalition
leaders, including
Vasamshetty Satyam,
Ramachandrapuram
Town Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) President
Undavalli Shiva, and
local leader Kanchu-
marthi Baburao, par-
ticipated in the pro-
gramme. Several
other coalition party
representatives, activ-
ists, and villagers
from different areas
were also present.

The event reflected
the government’s on-
going commitment to
hold direct public in-
teractions and bring
administration closer
to the people. Through
initiatives like the
Praja Darbar, Minis-
ter Subash aims to en-
sure that governance
remains transparent,
responsive, and acces-
sible to every citizen
in his constituency.
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Modi In Tamil Nadu:
tart, But What Abou

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s high-profile road-
show in Coimbatore on
Tuesday is widely seen as
the launch of the National
Democratic Alliance’s
(NDA) campaign for the
2026 Tamil Nadu elections.
While the spectacle show-
cased the BJP’s organisa-
tional strength, the underly-
ing political terrain
remains challenging for the
party in a state that has
long resisted its expansion.

The biggest hurdles lie
within the NDA itself. The
ATADMK, the BJP’s main
ally in Tamil Nadu, contin-
ues to navigate internal di-
visions after the expulsions

of VK Sasikala, O Panneer-
selvam, and TTV Dhina-
karan. The exit of two
prominent Thevar commu-
nity leaders has weakened
the party’s influence in
western Tamil Nadu, tradi-
tionally an ATADMK strong-
hold. The recent removal of
veteran leader KA Sengot-
taiyan adds further uncer-
tainty. AIADMK’s succes-
sive election losses in 2019,
2021, and 2024, two of them
in alliance with the BJP,
have reinforced perceptions
of the national party’s elec-
toral isolation.

Other NDA constituents
face their own challenges.
The Pattali Makkal Katchi

(PMK) is witnessing a lead-
ership tussle between
founder Dr S Ramadoss and
his son Anbumani Rama-
doss, raising the possibility
of asplit or internal compe-
tition. The Desiya Murpok-
ku Dravida Kazhagam
(DMDK), once an ally, has
yet to decide its political di-
rection. Adding to the un-
predictability is actor Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), debuting
in 2026. Vijay has repeatedly
positioned the BJP as an
ideological opponent, rul-
ing out any alliance and po-
tentially attracting former
NDA partners.

The DMK, in contrast,

Humane Solutions for Stray Dogs

OPINION

enters the election season
from a position of continu-
ity. Its alliance has re-
mained intact through
three consecutive victo-
ries. The party leans on
welfare schemes, such as
monthly Rs 1,000 support
for women, free bus travel,
and assistance for govern-
ment-school college stu-
dents, while highlighting
faster double-digit eco-
nomic growth. Politically,
it continues to challenge
the BJP on issues central
to Tamil Nadu’s identity,
including NEET exemp-
tion, Hindi imposition, al-
leged financial discrimina-
tion, and the Keeladi
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archaeological report,
themes that resonate
strongly with the
electorate.

Coimbatore, where Modi
showcased the BJP’s local
presence, remains one of
the few areas of firm sup-
port. The roadshow aims
not just to energise cadres
but also to test whether the
BJP can recalibrate its ap-
proach to a state where na-
tional narratives often fail
to gain traction. The out-
come will reveal whether
this spectacle can translate
into tangible electoral mo-
mentum or remain a sym-
bolic display in a still-chal-
lenging terrain.
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Bihar Polls Reignite
Vote-Seat Debate

The recent Bihar elections
have once again sparked discus-
sions on the gap between vote
share and seat share, with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) se-
curing a majority of votes but
far fewer seats than proportion-
ality would suggest. Calls to
shift India from the first-past-
the-post (FPTP) system to Pro-
portional Representation (PR)
have gained traction. However,
experts caution that PR carries
significant drawbacks that may
outweigh its perceived
fairness.

Under India’s FPTP system,
voters choose individual candi-
dates, and the candidate with
the most votes in a constituency
wins. Losing candidates receive
no representation, even if their
vote counts are nearly equal to
the winner’s. This system can
create disparities between vote
share and seat share but en-
sures that governments have a
clear mandate.

By contrast, PR systems,
where parties are awarded
seats based on overall vote
share, can produce highly pro-
portional outcomes but often
result in fragmented, unstable
coalitions. Israel’s experience
illustrates this: governments
are frequently formed through
alliances of 20-30 parties, giv-
ing small or extremist factions
disproportionate influence.
Only nine out of 25 Israeli gov-
ernments have completed a full
term, raising questions about
PR’s effectiveness in a large
and diverse country like
India.

PR also weakens the link be-

Raises Eyebrows
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tween legislators and voters.
Candidates are elected based on
party lists rather than personal
constituencies, turning repre-
sentatives into “rubber stamps”
for party leadership. In India,
where political parties already
wield substantial power
through mechanisms like the
anti-defection law, such a shift
could further diminish voter
influence.

Additionally, PR incentivizes
parties to appeal to narrow sec-
tions of the electorate, allowing
fringe groups to gain influence
without broad-based support. In
India’s diverse polity, this could
amplify the role of extremist or
sectarian parties, undermining
governance and social
cohesion.

Experts argue that the focus
should instead be on strength-
ening the legitimacy of elec-
tions under FPTP. Measures
such as ensuring the independ-
ence of the Election Commis-
sion, curbing electoral corrup-
tion, and reconsidering the
anti-defection law are seen as
critical steps to improve voter
confidence. While mixed sys-
tems combining FPTP and pro-
portional elements exist in
countries like Germany, any
electoral reform must consider
India’s unique political and so-
cial context.

The Bihar results highlight
the tension between fairness
and effectiveness in electoral
systems, but analysts warn that
adopting PR without addressing
these structural issues could
create more problems than it
solves.

UP Government’s Bid to Withdraw Akhlaq Case
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As urban areas across In-
dia grapple with the growing
stray dog population, experts
emphasize that the solution
lies in humane management
rather than fear or culling. In
neighbourhoods across Del-
hi, programmes focused on
kindness, trust, and coopera-
tion have demonstrated that
reducing stray dog numbers
humanely is not only possi-
ble but sustainable.

Activists and veterinari-
ans argue that community
engagement is key. “The solu-
tion begins with building
trust with animals, educat-
ing residents, and promoting
responsible ownership,” says
animal welfare expert Sand-
eep Joshi. Neighbourhoods
that implement structured
sterilization, vaccination,
and adoption programmes
have seen tangible reduc-
tions in stray dog popula-
tions without resorting to in-
humane methods.

Sterilization and vaccina-
tion, commonly referred to
as the ABC (Animal Birth
Control) programme, have
been pivotal. Dogs are cap-

tured, neutered or spayed,
vaccinated against rabies,
and then returned to their fa-
miliar areas. Studies from
Delhi and other cities show
that over time, this approach
leads to a gradual decline in
stray populations and reduc-
es incidences of dog bites
and disease transmission.

Education also plays a cru-
cial role. Communities that
teach children and adults
how to coexist with stray ani-
mals—feeding them safely,
avoiding provocation, and re-
porting unwell animals—see
fewer conflicts. “Fear and ag-
gression stem from misun-
derstanding,” says Navtej Jo-
har, an animal rights
advocate. “When people treat
dogs with respect, dogs recip-
rocate with calm
behaviour.”

Adoption drives and foster-
ing initiatives further com-
plement these strategies.
Shelters and NGOs facilitate
adoption of dogs that can be
integrated into homes, while
community volunteers pro-
vide temporary care for in-
jured or vulnerable strays.

This dual approach—reduc-
ing numbers humanely while
ensuring care for existing
animals—balances popula-
tion control with animal
welfare.

Critics of traditional cull-
ing methods point out that
such practices fail to address
the root causes of overpopu-
lation. Dogs often return to
the same areas, and without
vaccination, rabies risks per-
sist. Humane methods, by
contrast, tackle both popula-
tion growth and public
health concerns, creating a
safer environment for hu-
mans and animals alike.

As cities expand and hu-
man-animal interactions in-
crease, adopting a compas-
sionate, evidence-based
approach is essential. Hu-
mane population manage-
ment is not a dream; it is a
proven reality in many parts
of Delhi. The challenge now
lies in scaling these efforts
nationwide, fostering aware-
ness, and encouraging col-
laboration between resi-
dents, authorities, and
welfare organisations.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s recent attempt to with-
draw from the prosecution in
the 2015 Mohammed Akhlaq
lynching case has sparked
widespread concern about po-
litical interference in justice.
The lynching, in which Akhlaq
was brutally killed by a mob
over a baseless rumour, re-
mains etched in public memo-
ry as a symbol of communal
violence and the fragility of
social harmony.

Under Section 360 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), the state can
recommend withdrawal from
prosecution, but the law now
requires that the court hear
the victim’s family before ap-
proving any such request. This
safeguard ensures that the vic-

tim’s voice remains central,
preventing quiet administra-
tive decisions that could un-
dermine justice.

Legal experts stress that the
Akhlaq case is far from a rou-
tine matter. “A man was
lynched in his own home. This
isnot a case that can be treated
as dispensable when political
winds change,” said senior ad-
vocate Sanjay Hegde. The pros-
ecution must weigh the evi-
dence carefully and resist any
attempts to serve political con-
venience. Past instances in UP,
where withdrawal powers
were allegedly used to shield
senior political leaders, have
raised doubts about the moti-
vations behind such moves.

The law now places a dual
responsibility: prosecutors

must act independently, and
judges must scrutinize with-
drawal applications thorough-
ly, demanding full disclosure
of reasons and assessing
broader public impact. Courts
have rejected similar requests
in the past when motives were
questionable, and a lynching
case warrants even stricter
scrutiny.

For Akhlaq’s family, the law
offers a right to be heard, but
the emotional and social bur-
den is heavy. Opposing with-
drawal forces them to reopen
painful wounds, while accept-
ing it would mean surrender-
ing hope of a full trial, poten-
tially sending a troubling
message to victims of commu-
nal violence nationwide.

Experts note that India’s for-

mal withdrawal mechanism
contrasts with systems like the
U.S., where political influence
on prosecutions is limited by
structural and public over-
sight. In India, the onus falls
heavily on prosecutors, judges,
and now victims to safeguard
justice.

The Akhlaq case under-
scores the delicate balance be-
tween law and political power.
Courts must ensure that any
withdrawal is genuinely in
public interest, not politically
motivated, reaffirming that
the justice system remains
steadfast. Upholding prosecu-
tion in this case would signal
that justice in India is not a
seasonal exercise but a princi-
ple that stands firm, even un-
der pressure.
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Parliament is a place for delivery, not
drama: PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday em-
phasized that Parliament
should be a forum for re-
sults and constructive de-
bate, not political theat-
rics, ahead of the Winter
Session. Speaking to re-
porters outside the Parlia-
ment, he highlighted con-
cerns over the increasing
use of legislative proceed-
ings as a platform for po-
litical posturing.

“Parliament is not a
place for drama; it is a
place for delivery,” Modi
stated, criticizing the Op-
position for turning the
House into a “warm-up
arena for elections” or an
outlet for frustration fol-
lowing electoral setbacks.
He urged lawmakers to
prioritize responsibility
and effective governance
over political
point-scoring.

Modi stressed that the
Winter Session should
serve as a stage for con-
structive discussions and
policy-focused delibera-
tions rather than repeti-
tive arguments and theat-
rics. He offered to share
insights with the Opposi-
tion on bringing positivi-
ty into politics, under-
scoring the need for a
collaborative approach to
legislative work that ben-

\

efits the nation.

The Prime Minister’s
remarks come amid con-
cerns over rising confron-
tations in Parliament in
recent sessions, where
disruptions have often de-
layed debates on key bills
and policy matters. By
calling for a focus on de-
livery, Modi reinforced
the government’s mes-
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sage that legislative work
should prioritize citizens’
welfare and progress
rather than partisan
conflict.

Political analysts note
that Modi’s comments re-
flect an ongoing push by
the ruling party to stream-
line parliamentary busi-
ness and reduce procedur-
al disruptions, especially

INDIA

during sessions dealing
with major policy reforms
and budgetary
discussions.

Lawmakers from both
sides will now be under
public scrutiny to ensure
that the Winter Session
remains focused on gov-
ernance and legislative ef-
ficiency, addressing press-
ing issues rather than

engaging in theatrics.

Modi concluded by re-
minding all parties that
responsibility, dialogue,
and results should define
parliamentary work, sign-
aling a push for a more
mature and constructive
political discourse as the
nation prepares for cru-
cial legislative decisions
in the coming weeks.

Shinde Urges Focus on Local Issues Ahead of Elections

Y
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TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde has urged political
leaders and party workers
to prioritize local issues
in upcoming elections,
downplaying recent alle-
gations exchanged be-
tween him and Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde’s
rival factions. Speaking
from Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar, Shinde ac-

knowledged past disagree-
ments, saying, “Yes, it’s
true that I made allega-
tions against the CM, and
he also made allegations
against me. But you need
to understand that these
elections are local elec-
tions, which are fought on
very local issues and are
fought by the local party
workers.”

Shinde emphasized that
while political differences

exist at the leadership lev-
el, local elections should
focus on grassroots con-
cerns rather than broader
political disputes. “Big po-
litical issues do not need
to be brought up in these
local body elections,” he
added, highlighting the
importance of addressing
the immediate needs of
citizens through munici-
pal and local governance.

Despite downplaying

the conflicts, Shinde ac-
knowledged the motiva-
tional role of senior lead-
ers in election campaigns.
He noted that party work-
ers appreciate seeing their
leadership actively par-
ticipate in canvassing and
supporting local candi-
dates. “Party workers like
to see their senior leader-
ship come and join them
in these election cam-
paigns,” Shinde said, un-

derlining the significance
of visible leadership in
mobilizing support at the
local level.

Political analysts say
Shinde’s remarks appear
aimed at calming intra-
party tensions ahead of
elections, signaling a
pragmatic approach
where local governance
priorities are emphasized
over leadership rivalries.
By focusing on communi-
ty-level issues, leaders
hope to strengthen voter
engagement and ensure
that election campaigns
remain constructive and
issue-oriented.

Shinde’s comments
come amid ongoing specu-
lation about internal dy-
namics within the Maha-
rashtra government, but
he stressed that effective
local governance and elec-
tion campaigning require
cooperation between lead-
ers and party workers.
His message reinforces
the idea that, despite dif-
ferences, senior figures
must present a united
front to support the demo-
cratic process and the
functioning of local
bodies.

PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | New
Delhi

On the occasion of Bor-
der Security Force (BSF)
Raising Day, Prime Min-
ister extended his heart-
felt greetings to all BSF
personnel, commending
their dedication, profes-
sionalism, and humani-
tarian service. In a state-
ment released on Monday,
the Prime Minister said,
“BSF symbolises India’s
unwavering resolve and
utmost professionalism.
Their sense of duty is ex-
emplary. They serve in
some of the most chal-
lenging terrains.”

The Prime Minister
highlighted the dual role
of the force in safeguard-
ing the nation while up-
holding humanitarian
values. “Alongside their
valour, their humanitar-
ian spirit is also excep-
tional,” he added, noting
the sacrifices and com-
mitment of BSF person-
nel in maintaining na-
tional security across
India’s borders.

Celebrated annually to
mark the establishment
of the BSF in 1965, Rais-
ing Day serves as a re-
minder of the force’s piv-
otal role in defending the

Extends Greetings on BSF Raising Day

country against external
threats, including border
management, counter-in-
surgency operations, and
anti-smuggling initia-
tives. The Prime Minister
praised the personnel for
their relentless vigilance,
stating that the BSF’s
contribution goes beyond
protection, extending to
support for communities
in border areas and disas-
ter relief operations.

He also recognized the
personal sacrifices made
by BSF members and
their families, emphasiz-
ing that their dedication
ensures the safety and
sovereignty of India. “My
best wishes to the force in
their pursuit of serving
and protecting our na-
tion,” the Prime Minister
said, urging citizens to
acknowledge and honor
the commitment and

bravery of these front-
line defenders.

BSF Raising Day cele-
brations typically in-
clude parades, award cer-
emonies, and
demonstrations of opera-
tional capabilities, re-
flecting the force’s rich
legacy and its evolving
role in national security.
The Prime Minister’s
message reinforces the
government’s commit-

ment to supporting the
force and acknowledging
the indispensable role of
BSF personnel in safe-
guarding India’s borders
and upholding the na-
tion’s values.

The occasion also
serves to inspire the next
generation of security
personnel, highlighting
the importance of cour-
age, discipline, and ser-
vice to the nation.
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‘Will Go If He Invites’: Siddaramaiah On

DK Shivakumar’s Proposed Meeting

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah on
Monday said he has not
yet received an invita-
tion from Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivaku-
mar for the breakfast he
had been promised, but
added he would attend
whenever invited.
Speaking to reporters,
Siddaramaiah said, “If I
am invited to breakfast
by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Shivakumar, I am
ready to go. He had said
Ishould come to his res-
idence for breakfast on
Tuesday, but until now, I
have not received any
call.”

Shivakumar, who is
also state Congress
chief and a key contend-
er for the Chief Minis-
ter’s post, had earlier
suggested that the two
leaders are working
closely together. After a
breakfast meeting at the
CM’s residence on No-
vember 30, he had said,
“The CM and I had a
breakfast meeting. The
CM will also visit my
residence for dinner in
the next two days,” em-
phasizing their unity

b2

and alignment with the
party high command.

However, when asked
about inviting Siddara-
maiah for breakfast,
Shivakumar remarked
that the matter con-
cerns only the two of
them. “Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and I are
working together like
brothers. We participat-
ed in the breakfast meet-
ing only because of me-
dia pressure,” he said,
downplaying reports of
factions within the
party.

Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao also
addressed the matter,
noting that breakfast,
lunch, and dinner meet-
ings would continue to
allow leaders to discuss
political and adminis-
trative matters. “Shiva-
kumar had stated he
was invited for break-
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fast by CM Siddaramai-
ah, and in that context,
he had also said he
would invite the CM in
return,” Rao
explained.

Rao stressed that
there is no confusion
within the party, and
that all decisions will
be guided by the high
command. “The Chief
Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister are
united and will move
forward together. Dis-
cussions on leadership
should not take place
in the interest of the
party and the govern-
ment,” he added. He
further dismissed me-
dia speculation about a
crisis in November, as-
serting that the party
is moving ahead in
unity after clarifying
any perceived
confusion.

Supreme CourtTo Hear Tamil
Nadu Voter Roll Plea On Dec 4

TPN Correspondent
|Lucknow

Actor Vijay’s TVK par-
ty, which had moved the
Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Election
Commission’s Special
Summary Revision
(SSR) of the voter rolls
in Tamil Nadu, submit-
ted concerns regarding
the pressures faced by
officials responsible for
the exercise. The party
highlighted that Angan-
wadi workers and other
personnel designated as
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) are under im-
mense work pressure
from authorities during
the voter roll update
process.

During the proceed-
ings, TVK contended
that in some areas, the
police have registered
First Information Re-
ports (FIRs) against
BLOs under the Repre-
sentation of Peoples’
Act, which carries a po-
tential prison term of up
to three months. The
party argued that these
legal actions are creat-
ing undue stress and
may affect the fairness
and accuracy of the vot-
er roll revision process.

The submissions em-
phasized the burden
placed on grassroots-lev-
el workers, who are often
overworked and under
scrutiny while perform-

e

ing responsibilities such
as verifying voter de-
tails, updating informa-
tion, and ensuring com-
pliance with electoral
regulations.

After brief argu-
ments, the Supreme
Court, led by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, ob-
served that these con-
cerns would be
examined during the full
hearing of the Tamil
Nadu SSR-related pleas.
The bench scheduled the
hearing for December 4,
2025, indicating that the
apex court will scruti-
nize the procedural and
administrative aspects
of the voter roll exercise
and assess the implica-
tions for officials tasked
with implementation.

Legal experts note
that the case could have
broader ramifications
for electoral administra-
tion in Tamil Nadu, par-
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ticularly regarding the
workload of BLOs and
the accountability mech-
anisms applied to them.

The hearing has
drawn attention due to
the involvement of a
high-profile political
party, ongoing scrutiny
of the Election Commis-
sion’s processes, and
concerns over the treat-
ment of frontline elec-
tion workers. Observers
say the Supreme Court’s
decision could influence
future voter roll exercis-
es and clarify the legal
responsibilities of BLLOs
and other personnel in-
volved in election
administration.

This case underscores
the balance the court
must maintain between
efficient electoral pro-
cesses and protection of
workers’ rights in In-
dia’s democratic
system.

Air Marshal Tejbir Singh Takes

Charge as DG (

Air Marshal Tejbir
Singh assumed charge
as Director General (In-
spection & Safety) at Air
Headquarters on Mon-
day, marking a new
chapter in the leader-
ship of the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

An alumnus of the
Royal College of De-
fence Studies (RCDS),
UK, Air Marshal Singh
brings over 37 years of
distinguished service to
the role, having logged
more than 7,000 flying
hours. He is widely rec-
ognized for his pioneer-
ing contributions to the
C-130J Special Opera-
tions capability, under-
scoring his expertise in
both operational and
strategic aspects of the
IAF.

He succeeds Air Mar-
shal M B Ranade, who
superannuated on 30 No-
vember 2025 after 39
years of exemplary ser-
vice, leaving behind a

legacy of professional-
ism and leadership.

Air Marshal Singh’s
appointment as DG (In-
spection & Safety) plac-
es him at the helm of
aircraft safety, opera-
tional readiness, and in-
spection protocols, a
critical role ensuring
the effectiveness and
safety of the IAF’s as-

Inspection & Safety)
v

&

sets and personnel.

IAF officials high-
lighted that his exten-
sive experience, includ-
ing operational missions
and command appoint-
ments, positions him to
further enhance the
force’s inspection and
safety standards across
its diverse fleet.




PORT

m HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER, 03.12.2025

GLOBAL D000

www.truepointnews.com

Trump Pardons Gonvicted Cocaine
Trafficker Amid Venezuela Crackdown

Imran Khan’s Sons Raise
Alarm Over Father’s
Wellbeing

TPN correspondent - Colombo

The sons of Pakistan’s jailed
former Prime Minister Imran
Khan have voiced grave con-
cerns over his condition, saying
it has been over three weeks
with no evidence that he is still
alive. Speaking to Reuters,
Kasim Khan described the un-
certainty as a form of “psycho-
logical torture,” highlighting the
family’s distress over blocked
court-ordered prison visits and
rumors of possible transfers.

“Not knowing whether your
father is safe, injured or even
alive is a form of psychological
torture,” Kasim said. He added
that there has been no indepen-
dently verified communication
for months, and the family fears
authorities may be hiding
“something irreversible” about
Khan’s health. The family has
repeatedly requested access for
Khan’s personal physician, who
has been denied entry for over a
year.

A jail official, speaking anony-
mously, assured that Khan, 72,
was in good health and was not
scheduled for transfer to a high-
er-security facility. Pakistan’s
Interior Ministry did not com-
ment. Khan has been impris-
oned since August 2023 following
convictions in multiple cases he

describes as politically motivat-
ed, including the Toshakhana
gift scandal, a diplomatic cable
leak, and a graft case linked to
the Al-Qadir Trust. His party, Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
claims the prosecutions aim to
remove him from public and
electoral life.

The lack of information has
intensified the family’s anxiety.
Television channels have report-
edly been instructed not to use
Khan’s name or image, leaving
only a grainy court photograph
online. Kasim and his older
brother Suleiman Isa Khan, who
live in London with their mother
Jemima Goldsmith, emphasized
that their appeals for access have
been ignored.

“This is not just a political dis-
pute. It is a human rights emer-
gency,” Kasim said, urging inter-
national pressure to restore
court-ordered access. The sons
stress that while they draw
strength from their father, they
urgently need confirmation that
he is safe.

The family continues to pur-
sue internal and external chan-
nels, including appeals to hu-
man rights organizations, to
ensure Khan’s wellbeing is inde-
pendently verified and his rights
protected.

Deadly Floods Ravage
Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Thailand

TPN Correspondent | Washington

Severe flooding triggered by
heavy rains has devastated parts
of Southeast and South Asia,
with recovery and relief opera-
tions underway as authorities
continue to assess the full scale
of casualties. The disaster has
already claimed at least 469 lives
in Indonesia, 162 in Thailand,
and 334 in Sri Lanka, according
to official figures.

In Indonesia, flash floods and
landslides struck West Sumatra,
particularly in the Agam regen-
cy, leaving communities buried
under mud and debris. Indone-
sian soldiers and rescue teams
are working tirelessly to locate
survivors and clear rubble, pro-
viding emergency aid to affected
families. Local authorities warn
that the death toll could rise as
more remote areas are reached
and missing persons accounted
for.

Thailand has also been severe-
ly affected, with floods inundat-
ing low-lying provinces and dis-
placing thousands. Rescue teams
are using boats and helicopters
to evacuate residents from sub-
merged villages, while relief
agencies distribute food, clean
water, and medical supplies to
those stranded.

Sri Lanka faces one of its
worst flood crises in recent

years, as overflowing rivers and
landslides have left hundreds
dead and thousands homeless.
The government has mobilized
military units and volunteers to
assist in search and rescue op-
erations, while international aid
groups step in to support relief
efforts.

Authorities across the three
countries have warned residents
toremain vigilant as heavy rain-
fall is expected to continue in
some regions. Roads remain
blocked, and power outages com-
plicate relief work, creating ur-
gent challenges for recovery
teams.

The floods have prompted gov-
ernments to urge citizens to fol-
low safety advisories and to relo-
cate to higher ground where
possible. While the immediate
priority is rescue and humani-
tarian assistance, officials stress
the need for longer-term meas-
ures to mitigate future disasters,
including improved flood man-
agement and early warning
systems.

As communities grapple with
the devastation, the focus re-
mains on saving lives and pro-
viding essential aid to survivors,
with officials cautioning that the
human and economic toll may
continue to grow in the coming
days.

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald
Trump has sparked contro-
versy by granting a full par-
don to former Honduran
President Juan Orlando
Hernandez, a convicted co-
caine trafficker, even as he
announced a major “war on
drugs” targeting Venezue-
la. Hernandez was extra-
dited to the US in 2022 and
sentenced to 45 years in
prison for aiding the smug-
gling of hundreds of tons
of cocaine from Venezuela
into the United States, in a
case involving guns and
large-scale drug
trafficking.

Trump’s announcement
came shortly after he out-
lined a broad military and
diplomatic operation
against alleged drug net-
works linked to Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro.
The administration classi-
fied the Venezuelan cartel,
Cartel of the Suns, as a for-
eign terrorist organization,
authorised strikes on sus-
pected drug-trafficking ves-
sels, and deployed Marines
and warships to the Carib-
bean to prevent cocaine

flows into the US.

Despite these measures,
Trump justified the pardon
for Hernandez in a social
media post, claiming the
former president had been
“treated very harshly and
unfairly” and citing advice
from “many people that I
greatly respect.” The tim-
ing of the pardon, just days
before Honduras’ presiden-
tial election, was widely
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seen as politically motivat-
ed, benefiting the conserva-
tive party nominee Nasry
Asfura.

The decision drew sharp
criticism from both Ameri-
can and Honduran officials.
Prosecutors highlighted
Hernandez’s misuse of
power, ties to criminal traf-
fickers, and the “unfathom-
able destruction” caused by
his cocaine operations, ar-

guing he should remain in
prison. Virginia Senator
Tim Kaine called the par-
don “unconscionable,” say-
ing it undermined Trump’s
proclaimed efforts to com-
bat illegal narcotics.
Hernandez, 57, became
one of the most high-profile
figures to be pardoned de-
spite a federal conviction
for transnational drug traf-
ficking. The move raises

questions about the coher-
ence of US drug policy, as it
combines aggressive rheto-
ric against Venezuela with
the controversial release of
a convicted trafficker with
extensive ties to Venezue-
lan cocaine networks.

Critics argue the pardon
could embolden traffickers
and weaken the credibility
of US anti-narcotics efforts
in Latin America.

Sheikh Hasina’s Family Hit With Fresh Sentences
In Corruption Case

TPN Correspondent |
Dhaka

In a landmark ver-
dict, a Dhaka court on
Monday sentenced de-
posed Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to five years in
jail in a high-profile
land scam case. Her
niece, British MP Tulip
Siddiq, received a two-
year jail term, while
Hasina’s sister, Sheikh
Rehana, was handed a
seven-year sentence.
The case involved a to-
tal of 17 convicts, all
fined Tk 1 lakh each,
with an additional six
months in jail if fines
are unpaid.

The Special Judge’s
Court-4, presided over
by Judge Md Rabiul
Alam, delivered the
verdict in the absence
of the accused. Siddigq,
who is based in Lon-
don, strongly denies

ing in India since flee-
ing Bangladesh on Au-
gust 5 last year amid
massive protests that
toppled her Awami
League government.
She was earlier de-
clared a fugitive and,
last month, sentenced
to death in absentia for
“crimes against hu-
manity” during the
crackdown on student-
led protests.

Bangladesh has for-
mally requested India
to extradite Hasina,
with authorities stat-
ing that the judicial
process has been com-
pleted. New Delhi has
confirmed it is exam-
ining the request, em-
phasizing its commit-
ment to the interests
of the Bangladeshi
people.

The convictions
mark a significant
turn in Bangladesh’s

the charges and is un-
likely to serve her sen-
tence, as the UK does
not have an extradition
treaty with Bangla-
desh. Her lawyers ar-
gued she is not a Bang-

ladeshi citizen, citing
lack of ID and passport
since childhood.

The case centers on
allegations that Hasi-
na, in collusion with
senior Rajuk officials,

illegally acquired six
plots in Dhaka’s Pur-
bachal New Town pro-
ject for herself, her
family, and relatives,
including Siddiq’s
mother and siblings.

Siddiq was accused of
influencing Hasina to
secure plots for Reha-
na, Bobby, and Azmina.
This marks the fourth
graft verdict against
Hasina, filed by the An-

ti-Corruption Commis-
sion (ACC), which has
been investigating ir-
regularities in land al-
location during her
tenure.

Hasina has been liv-

political landscape,
with most senior Awa-
mi League leaders ei-
ther detained or hav-
ing fled the country
since Hasina’s govern-
ment fell.

Elon Musk Shares Shivon Zilis'Indian Roots, Son Named After
Nobel Laureate

TPN Correspondent | Abuja,
Nigeria

In arecent interview
on his show People by
WTE, SpaceX and Tesla
CEO Elon Musk re-
vealed that his partner
Shivon Zilis is “half-
Indian” and that one of
their children’s middle
names, Sekhar, honors

Nobel laureate Sub-
rahmanyan Chan-
drasekhar. Chan-
drasekhar, an
Indian-American as-
trophysicist, won the
1983 Nobel Prize in
Physics for his pioneer-
ing work on the struc-
ture and evolution of
stars.

Musk shared that Zi-
lis was adopted as a
baby and grew up in
Canada. “I think her fa-
ther was like an ex-
change student at the
university... she was
given up for adoption,”
he explained, noting
that she did not spend
time in India. Despite

her upbringing outside
India, Musk empha-
sized the family’s con-
nection to her Indian
heritage through their
children.

The couple has four
children together:
twins Strider and Az-
ure, a daughter Arca-
dia, and a son Seldon

Lycurgus. Zilis serves
as Director of Opera-
tions and Special Pro-
jects at Neuralink, one
of Musk’s ventures,
where she plays a key
role in the company’s
technological
initiatives.

By choosing the mid-
dle name Sekhar for

their son, Musk high-
lighted his admiration
for Chandrasekhar’s
scientific achieve-
ments. The Nobel lau-
reate’s contributions to
astrophysics, particu-
larly the theoretical un-
derstanding of star for-
mation and evolution,
are widely celebrated
globally.

Musk’s disclosure
sheds light on Zilis’
multicultural back-
ground and the fami-
ly’s appreciation for
science and heritage.
In addition to his pub-
lic ventures in space,
electric vehicles, and
artificial intelligence,
Musk’s personal anec-
dotes provide a glimpse
into his family life and
the values he hopes to
instill in his children.

This interview adds
a personal dimension
to Musk’s public per-
sona, connecting his
family’s identity with
scientific legacy and
cultural heritage,
while also highlighting
Zilis’ important profes-
sional role within
Musk’s business
ecosystem.
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Nifty December Seasonality: 60% Success
Rate Over Last Decade

The Nifty 50 has start-
ed the December series
on a strong note, climb-
ing to a fresh lifetime
high of 26,310.45 on
Thursday, ending a
14-month rally drought.
Market participants are
optimistic that the rally
could continue through-
out the month, support-
ed by December’s his-
torically favourable
seasonality.

Over the past 10 years,
the Nifty has delivered
positive returns in six
out of ten Decembers,
translating to a 60% suc-
cess rate. On average,
December returns have
been around 1.6%, de-
spite typically lower
global market activity
ahead of Christmas and
New Year holidays.

Institutional flows
have also historically
bolstered December ral-
lies. Foreign Institution-
al Investors (FIIs) were
net buyers in six of the
past ten Decembers,
while Domestic Institu-
tional Investors (DIIs)
maintained a stronger
buying streak, injecting
funds in seven Decem-
bers over the same
period.

Examining the dec-
ade-long trend, the Nifty
ended December higher
in 2015, 2017, 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2023, while
closing in the red in
2016, 2018, 2022, and
2024, with declines rang-
ing from 0.13% to0 3.48%.
The sharpest December

rally occurred in 2023,
when the index surged
7.94%, closely followed
by a 7.81% jump in 2020.
Other notable gains in-
clude 2.97% in 2017 and
2.18% in 2021, while 2015
and 2019 delivered mod-
est increases of 0.15%
and 0.93%, respectively.

ECONOMY

Analysts suggest that
December’s perfor-
mance is influenced by a
combination of domes-
tic investor sentiment,
institutional inflows,
and end-of-year portfo-
lio adjustments. The
early signs of strength
in 2025, along with posi-

tive global cues, could
help sustain
momentum.

As investors position
themselves for the last
month of the calendar
year, market watchers
will closely track earn-
ings announcements,
foreign fund flows, and

macroeconomic indica-
tors to gauge whether
the seasonal trend con-
tinues. If historical
trends hold, December
could again provide a
boost to the benchmark
index, reinforcing opti-
mism among market
participants.

RBI Issues 244 Consolidated Master Directions
to Ease Compliance

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday issued 244
consolidated Master Direc-
tions (MDs), aiming to
streamline regulatory com-
pliance for banks and other
financial institutions. The
move comes after a compre-
hensive review of nearly 3,500
existing directions, circulars,
and guidelines issued over
the decades.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, RBI Deputy Governor
Shirish Chandra Murmu
said, “These 244 MDs consoli-
date all the regulatory in-
structions issued to the Regu-
lated Entities (REs) over
several decades which are
currently administered by
the Department of Regula-
tion.” The consolidation is ex-
pected to simplify adherence
to RBI norms and reduce the
compliance burden on finan-
cial institutions.

The MDs cover a wide
range of regulatory aspects,
including banking opera-
tions, risk management, cor-
porate governance, pruden-
tial norms, customer
protection, and digital bank-
ing regulations. By repealing
outdated or redundant direc-
tives, the RBI aims to enhance
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operational efficiency and en-
sure that regulated entities
can focus on core banking ac-
tivities without navigating
overlapping instructions.
The move also aligns with
the RBI’s broader objective of
regulatory simplification and
transparency. Analysts be-
lieve that consolidating dec-
ades of instructions into a
single, structured framework

will help improve compliance
monitoring and make regula-
tory expectations clearer for
banks, non-banking financial
companies, and other finan-
cial institutions.

Murmu emphasized that
the review and consolidation
exercise reflects the RBI’s
commitment to modernizing
its regulatory framework,
keeping pace with evolving

financial markets, technologi-
cal advancements, and the
growing complexity of the
banking sector.

Financial sector experts
have welcomed the move, not-
ing that it will reduce ambi-
guity and enable REs to allo-
cate resources more
efficiently toward business
growth while ensuring adher-
ence to prudential norms.

The consolidated Master Di-
rections are now accessible
on the RBI’s official website
and will serve as the primary
reference point for regulated
entities going forward.

This step is expected to
mark a significant milestone
in easing regulatory compli-
ance while maintaining
strong oversight over the fi-
nancial system.

Govt Reforms, Manufacturing Boost Q2
GDP to 8.2%: Goyal

India’s economy re-
corded a strong 8.2%
growth in the second
quarter (Q2) of 2025-26,
driven by government
reforms, a manufactur-
ing push, and robust

performance in the ser-
vices sector, said Com-
merce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
on Saturday.
Addressing the me-
dia, Goyal highlighted

that the government’s
initiatives to enhance
ease of doing business,
streamline regulatory
processes, and support
domestic manufactur-
ing have contributed
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significantly to the
strong economic perfor-
mance. He added that
the reforms have provid-
ed a conducive environ-
ment for growth across
sectors.

Goyal also noted that
India’s merchandise
and services exports
have recorded high
growth during April-Oc-
tober of the current fis-
cal year, despite global
uncertainties in trade.
Merchandise exports
rose marginally by
0.63% to $254.25 billion,
while imports increased
by 6.37% to $451.08 bil-
lion in the same period.

“We will continue to
see relentless growth,”
the minister said, stress-
ing that India’s focus on
strengthening industri-
al output, boosting do-
mestic manufacturing,
and promoting exports
will help sustain mo-
mentum in the coming
quarters.

The manufacturing
sector showed a marked
improvement, benefit-
ing from government
schemes and policy in-
terventions aimed at en-
hancing competitive-
ness and technological
adoption. The services

sector also contributed
to the overall growth, re-
flecting strong domestic
demand and recovery in
trade, IT, and financial
services.

Economic analysts
said the Q2 growth is a
six-quarter high, under-
lining India’s resilience
amid global economic
challenges. They attrib-
uted the performance to
a combination of policy
reforms, export growth,
and domestic
consumption.

With continued em-
phasis on reforms, inno-
vation, and export pro-
motion, the government
expects sustained
growth and stability in
India’s economic trajec-
tory for the remainder
of the fiscal year.

The strong Q2 num-
bers reaffirm India’s po-
sition as one of the fast-
est-growing major
economies globally,
highlighting the impact
of pro-growth policies
and structural reforms.
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India Posts Six-Quarter
High GDP Growth of
8.2% inQ2FY26

India’s economy grew by
8.2% in Q2 of 2025-26, mark-
ing a six-quarter high,
driven by a robust manu-
facturing surge and strong
services sector perfor-
mance, according to data
from the National Statis-
tics Office (NSO).

The manufacturing sec-
tor expanded 9.1%, up from
2.2% in the year-ago peri-
od, as factories ramped up
production ahead of the
festive season following the
GST rate cut on September
22. The services sector re-
corded 10.2% growth, sup-
ported by banking, real es-
tate, and other service
industries. However, the
agriculture sector slowed,
with growth declining to
3.5% from 4.1% in the same
period last year.

The first half of FY26
saw a GDP growth of 8%,
up from 6.1% in H1 FY25,
positioning India to poten-
tially exceed the annual
growth target of 6.3-6.8%
projected in the Economic
Survey. The Real Private
Final Consumption Ex-
penditure (PFCE) rose
7.9%, indicating healthy
domestic demand.

Analysts noted that while
government final consump-
tion moderated due to weak

revenue spending, strong
gross capital formation
and the GST-driven manu-
facturing push helped
boost GDP. Deloitte India
economist Rumki Majum-
dar said, “With festive
spending and GST 2.0 mo-
mentum likely to continue
into Q3, full-year growth
estimates may be revised
upward.”

The nominal GDP for Q2
FY26 stood at ¥85.25 lakh
crore, up 8.7% from 78.40
lakh crore a year ago, while
gross fixed capital forma-
tion grew 7.3%, compared
t0 6.7% in Q2 FY25.

Experts caution that
while the GDP growth is
impressive, the low GDP
deflator and nominal
growth may pose challeng-
es for fiscal deficit and debt
ratios. ICra Chief Econo-
mist Aditi Nayar said, “De-
spite the strong Q2 growth,
factors such as US tariffs
and limited government
capital spending could tem-
per momentum, but FY26
growth is set to comforta-
bly exceed 7%.”

India’s Q2 performance
reaffirms its position as
the world’s fastest-growing
major economy, surpassing
China’s 4.8% growth dur-
ing the same period.

Rupee Slips 7 Paise to 89.43

The Indian rupee fell 7 pai-
se to settle at 89.43 against the
U.S. dollar on Friday, pres-
sured by a stronger green-
back and rising crude oil pric-
es in global markets.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened at 89.41 and touched
an intra-day low of 89.49 be-
fore closing at 89.43 (provi-
sional). Forex traders noted
that subdued domestic equity
markets and foreign fund out-
flows further weighed on the
currency.

Market participants were
also cautious ahead of the re-
lease of key domestic macro-
economic data, which could
influence near-term currency
movements.

“The rupee was under pres-
sure from external factors,
including a firm U.S. dollar
and rising crude prices, along

Against U.S. Dollar
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with domestic equity weak-
ness,” said a forex trader.

The depreciation comes
amid a strengthening U.S. dol-
lar globally, which has im-
pacted several emerging mar-
ket currencies in recent
weeks. Analysts said that con-
tinued volatility in crude oil
prices and foreign capital
flows could keep the rupee
under pressure in the near
term.

Despite the slip, the rupee
remains within its recent
trading range against the
greenback, reflecting inves-
tor caution ahead of key eco-
nomic indicators and global
market developments.

Investors will closely watch
upcoming economic data, in-
cluding trade and inflation
figures, which could deter-
mine the rupee’s trajectory in
the final weeks of 2025.
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What Should Disappear From Earth?

Modern Problems Require
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Bengaluru’s crumbling roads
have long been a sore spot for
its residents, but a recent inci-
dent near KR Road has pushed
the frustration to new heights
— or depths. A pothole nearly
half a foot deep was spotted
covered by an old couch, report-
edly placed there by local shop-
keepers as a warning for driv-
ers and two-wheelers.

The unusual workaround
gained attention after a photo
of the scene was shared on Red-
dit. The uploader explained
that despite the pothole being a
hazard large enough to trap a
scooter wheel, civic authorities
had done little beyond placing
traffic cones and barricades.

“The shopkeepers didn’t
complain or attempt to fix it,
they just placed a couch there,”
the user wrote, noting how pe-
destrians and drivers merely
avoid the pothole instead of ad-
dressing the larger issue. The
Redditor also mentioned filing
a complaint through the Nam-
ma Bengaluru (Sahaya) app,
but said no response was re-

Modern Solutions

ceived from civic authorities.

The image has since gone vi-
ral and reignited public anger
over BBMP’s (now GBA’s) inac-
tion. “I honestly don’t expect
anything from the authorities,”
the Reddit user added. “Unless
people force change, things will
remain the same for another
decade.”

This pothole protest comes
amid increasing scrutiny of
Bengaluru’s urban infrastruc-
ture. Recent comments from
top entrepreneurs like Rajan
Anandan and Aadit Palicha
highlight growing concern
about the city’s traffic conges-
tion and road conditions, while
civic issues have sparked politi-
cal debates between BJP and
Congress leaders.

While the couch-covered pot-
hole may have served as a crea-
tive — albeit desperate — safety
measure, it also symbolizes the
city’s deeper problem: citizens
losing faith in civic accounta-
bility and choosing to impro-
vise rather than wait for offi-
cial action.

Viral Metro Art Mistaken for
Madhubani Is Actually Warli,
Confirms Al

A viral image showing a met-
ro coach covered in stunning
traditional artwork had the in-
ternet buzzing, with many be-
lieving it was part of Patna
Metro’s initiative to celebrate
Madhubani art. The vibrant
patterns and cultural designs
led social media users to praise
the effort — but it turns out, the
art isn’t Madhubani at all.

As appreciation poured in,
eagle-eyed users began ques-
tioning the authenticity of the
claim. “This doesn’t look like
Madhubani,” one user wrote.
Another chimed in, “Looks
more like Warli art to me.” The
confusion prompted a fact-
check from an unusual but
modern source — Grok, the Al
chatbot from X (formerly
Twitter).

When asked to identify the
art form, Grok responded clear-
ly: “That’s Warli art. Those geo-
metric stick figures and tribal
motifs are classic Warli style

from Maharashtra — fits the
Pune Metro hint perfectly.”

The revelation shifted the
narrative. Not only was the art-
work not Madhubani, it also
wasn’t from Patna Metro. It was
actually a Pune Metro coach,
decorated in Warli art, a tribal
style native to Maharashtra
known for its simple stick fig-
ures and depictions of rural
life.

Despite the confusion, the vi-
ral post highlighted public ap-
preciation for India’s diverse
folk art traditions. While one
user joked, “At least it’s not the
floor — or it would be covered
in pan masala stains,” others
celebrated the creative fusion
of culture and urban transit.

The mix-up sparked debate
but also showcased how India’s
artistic heritage continues to
thrive, even on modern plat-
forms like metro coaches —
whether it’s Madhubani in Bi-
har or Warli in Maharashtra.

In a thread that
quickly turned hilari-
ous and insightful, a
Reddit user recently
asked: “Delete one
thing from Earth that
you think would make
it better?” What fol-
lowed was a mix of
clever, quirky, and un-
expectedly deep re-
sponses that reflected
the internet’s creativi-
ty and collective
frustrations.

Among the most vi-
ral responses was one
user suggesting “UV
rays because sun-
screens are oily,” blend-
ing humour with a
common skincare com-
plaint. Another top
comment simply read:
“My browsing histo-
ry”, drawing laughs
and thousands of
upvotes.

Others were slightly
more practical but still
amusing, such as “to-
bacco stains”, “occa-
sional cold that brings
immense throat pain”,
and even “alarm
clocks”. One user
mused, “Mosquitoes.
No one would miss

them.”

However, the conver-
sation also took a more
philosophical turn.
One Redditor stated:
“Greed—the root of all
problems.” Another
added: “Remove the
concept of politics,”

though that sparked a
debate, with one reply
noting, “Politics isn’t
inherently bad. It’s
how people use it.”
The post spurred
hundreds of responses
within hours, ranging
from light-hearted irri-

tants like pop-up ads
and spam emails to
global issues such as
poverty, corruption,
and pollution.

Many agreed that re-
moving even one small
annoyance could dras-
tically improve daily

Internet Replies with UV Rays, Tobacco Stains & More

life, while some be-
lieved only deeper sys-
temic changes could
bring true
transformation.
Asthe thread grew, it
became a mix of meme-
worthy answers and
real reflections — a

rare internet moment
where entertainment
met empathy.

One thing is clear:
from UV rays to rude
drivers, the world
might be a little better
with a “delete” button
— if only it existed.

Smart Bed Worth ?1.75 Lakh Malfunctions , Users
Face Sleepless Night

Owners of the high-end
Eight Sleep “Pod” smart
beds, priced around %1.75
lakh ($2,000), were left frus-
trated after a global Ama-
zon Web Services (AWS)
outage caused widespread
malfunctions late Monday
night.

The Pod beds, known for
their automated tempera-
ture control and adjustable
settings, suddenly overheat-
ed and froze in fixed posi-
tions, leaving users stuck
and sleep-deprived. The is-
sue was traced to a disrup-
tion in AWS’s US-EAST-1
region, which began around
3 a.m. ET. The beds rely on
AWS servers to function via
app-based controls.

By morning, Downdetec-
tor had recorded over eight
million outage reports glob-
ally, affecting not just smart
home devices but also apps,
gaming platforms, and
banking services.

Several users took to Red-
dit and X (formerly Twitter)
to share their ordeal. Some
reported intense heating is-
sues, while others were un-
able to adjust their beds,
leading to discomfort and
panic during sleep.

Eight Sleep’s CEO Matteo

Franceschetti issued a pub-
lic apology on X:

“The AWS outage has im-
pacted some of our users
since last night, disrupting
their sleep. That is not the
experience we want to pro-
vide, and I want to apologize

for it.”

Franceschetti added that
the company would work
round-the-clock to ensure
such issues don’t happen
again. He revealed that de-
velopers were building an
“outage-proof mode” that

would allow the bed to oper-
ate independently of AWS
during similar incidents.
While some services have
been restored, Franceschet-
ti noted that data process-
ing delays may persist, and
full functionality would re-

turn as AWS stabilizes.

For now, frustrated users
are demanding a “real solu-
tion” — with many ques-
tioning the reliability of
smart home devices that
rely entirely on cloud ser-
vices for basic operations.

How Do Engineers Keep The Water Out While Building Bridges On Rivers?

Ever wondered how mas-
sive bridge foundations are
laid in deep, fast-flowing riv-
ers? Unlike land construc-
tion, building in water poses
serious challenges, includ-
ing strong currents, limited

visibility, and high risk for
workers. To overcome this,
engineers use a remarkable
technique called a cofferdam
— a temporary watertight
structure that makes under-
water construction possible

in dry conditions.

A cofferdam is essentially
an enclosed area built within
the river using interlocking
steel sheet piles, typically 10
to 20 metres long. These
sheets are hammered deep

into the riverbed using hy-
draulic or vibratory ham-
mers, forming a sealed circle
or rectangle that blocks wa-
ter from entering. Once
sealed, powerful pumps re-
move the water from the in-

side, creating a dry
workspace.

This method was used in
major Indian infrastructure
projects like the Thane
Creek Bridge, where engi-
neers noted that vibrations
from the pile-driving process
even scared off nearby fish.

Before construction be-
gins, a thorough survey of
the riverbed is conducted to
measure depth, soil stability,
and current speed. These de-
tails determine how deep
the foundation needs to be
and how many support pil-
lars are required.

Once water is pumped out
and the space is dry, workers
can safely descend into the
cofferdam — often via lad-
ders or crane platforms —to
begin laying the bridge foun-
dation. Strict safety meas-
ures are in place, with hel-
mets and life jackets
mandatory on site.

Despite its temporary na-
ture, a cofferdam plays a
critical role in ensuring
bridge stability and safety.
Once the foundation work is
complete, the structure is
dismantled, and water is
gradually reintroduced to
the area.

This ingenious engineer-
ing solution allows for mas-
sive construction projects to
succeed — even in the mid-
dle of ariver.
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Treesa-Gayatri Retain Title, Srikanth Falls
Short at Syed Modi Internationa

India witnessed mixed
fortunes at the Syed Modi
International Super 300 in
Lucknow on Sunday, as
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand successfully de-
fended their women’s dou-
bles crown, while Kidambi
Srikanth suffered a heart-
breaking loss in the men’s
singles final, extending his
title drought.

Treesa and Gayatri pro-
duced a spirited comeback
to defeat Japan’s Kaho Os-
awa and Mai Tanabe 17-21,
21-13, 21-15 in a gripping
76-minute battle. Despite
dropping the opening
game, the Indian duo shift-
ed gears with aggressive
play, sharp interceptions,
and superior rotation. Gay-
atri, returning from a five-
month shoulder injury
break, said the win was a
major confidence boost
ahead of their upcoming
World Tour events. Treesa
credited their improved co-
ordination, noting how
both now operate confi-
dently across all areas of
the court.

While the women'’s pair
celebrated, the day ended
in disappointment for for-
mer champion Kidambi

Srikanth, who missed out
on ending his eight-year ti-
tle wait. The 2021 World
Championships silver med-
allist lost a tense three-
game final to Hong Kong’s
Jason Gunawan, ranked
59th in the world. Srikanth
fought hard before going

down 16-21, 21-8, 20-22 in a
67-minute thriller.
Srikanth surged back
strongly in the second
game and led 5-1 and later
14-11 in the decider. How-
ever, Gunawan’s consist-
ency and timely aggression
helped him claw back to 19-
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19 before sealing the match
with a jump smash. Reflect-
ing on the narrow defeat,
Srikanth said the contest
hinged on “just a few
points,” acknowledging
Gunawan'’s strong finish
while expressing optimism
about his own progress af-

ter injuries.

With Treesa and Gay-
atri’s successful title de-
fence and Srikanth’s grit-
ty run to the final, India
wrapped up a memorable
yet emotional campaign
at the Syed Modi
International.

Merino Saves Arsenal As Chelsea Hold Leaders
To Fiery Draw

Mikel Merino salvaged a
crucial point for Premier
League leaders Arsenal in a
tense 1-1 draw against 10-
man Chelsea at Stamford
Bridge on Sunday. The Lon-
don derby, packed with ag-
gression and controversy,
saw Chelsea’s Moises Caice-
do sent off late in the first

half for a reckless foul on
Merino, a decision upgrad-
ed to red after VAR review.
Despite being reduced to
10 men, Chelsea struck
first. Just three minutes
into the second half, Trevoh
Chalobah rose highest to
head home from a well-tak-
en near-post corner, giving

the hosts a surprise lead.
Arsenal, known for their
set-piece strength this sea-
son, were left stunned by a
goal straight from their
own tactical playbook.
Arsenal regained control
through sustained pres-
sure, and the breakthrough
arrived in the 59th minute.

Bukayo Saka, brilliant
throughout, beat Marc Cu-
curella before delivering a
precise cross that Merino
powered past Robert
Sanchez. It marked Meri-
no’s fourth goal of the cam-
paign, once again showcas-
ing his effectiveness as a
makeshift striker under

Mikel Arteta.

Chelsea boss Enzo Mares-
ca praised his side’s resil-
ience, saying they “were
the better team 11 v 11,”
while acknowledging the
difficulty of playing a man
down. Arteta, meanwhile,
highlighted the intensity of
the contest, calling Arse-
nal’s performance emotion-
ally and physically
demanding.

Both sides pushed for a
winner in the frantic clos-
ing stages. Sanchez denied
Saka and Merino with su-
perb saves, while Arsenal’s
defensive gaps without the
injured William Saliba test-
ed their composure. How-
ever, neither team could
find the decisive goal.

The draw trims Arsenal’s
lead at the top to five points
over Manchester City and
keeps Chelsea six points be-
hind in third. Arsenal re-
main unbeaten in 17 match-
es across competitions,
while Chelsea extend their
undefeated streak to seven
games, signalling their
growing threat in the title
race.

India Crush Canada 14-3 To Reach Sultan Azlan

The Indian men’s hock-
ey team sealed their
place in the Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup 2025 final with
a commanding 14-3 vic-
tory over Canada in Ipoh
on Saturday. The win not
only secured India’s top
position in the pool
standings but also sent a
strong message ahead of
their title clash against
Belgium on November 30.

Star defender Jugraj
Singh was the standout
performer, netting four
goals in a dominant out-
ing that saw India over-
whelm the Canadian de-
fence from start to
finish. India’s relentless
attacking play, swift
transitions, and clinical
finishing ensured that
Canada had little room
to recover once the scor-
ing began.

India entered the
match with confidence,
having suffered only one
defeat in the tourna-
ment— a narrow loss to
Belgium— and coming
off an impressive 3-2 vic-
tory over New Zealand in
their previous fixture.
That momentum was vis-
ible right from the open-
ing minutes, as India
maintained high press-

Shah Final

ing intensity and sharp
passing combinations.

The scoring spree fea-
tured contributions from
multiple players, as In-
dia rotated efficiently
and capitalized on pen-
alty corners and field op-
portunities with equal
ease. Jugraj’s drag-flicks
proved unstoppable,
while the forward line
consistently stretched
Canada’s defence, creat-
ing openings throughout
the 60 minutes.

Canada managed to
pull three goals back, but
the Indian defence held
firm and ensured the
scoreboard remained
lopsided. The huge mar-
gin of victory not only
reflected India’s superi-
ority on the day but also
boosted their confidence
heading into the final.

As India prepare to
take on Belgium— the
only side to beat them in
this edition— the team
will look to build on
their attacking rhythm
while tightening defen-
sive gaps. With spirits
high and rhythm strong,
India now stand just one
win away from lifting the
prestigious Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup once again.
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Mbappé Scores But Real
Madrid Held 1-1 By
Girona

Real Madrid missed the
chance to reclaim the top spot in
La Liga after being held to a
frustrating 1-1 draw by relega-
tion-threatened Girona at Mon-
tilivi Stadium on Sunday. De-
spite dominating possession for
long stretches, Madrid struggled
to break down a resolute Girona
side that fought with urgency
and discipline.

The hosts shocked the visitors
just before halftime when
Azzedine Ounahi struck in the
45th minute. Capitalizing on a
defensive lapse, Ounahi found
space inside the box and fired
past the goalkeeper, sending the
home crowd into delirium and
putting pressure on Madrid to
respond.

Madrid, who have been bat-
tling consistency issues in re-
cent weeks, pressed aggressively
after the break. Their break-
through finally arrived in the
67th minute when Kylian Mbap-
pé converted from the penalty
spot. The French star sent the
Girona keeper the wrong way to

level the score, marking yet an-
other key contribution in his de-
but season with the club.

However, Madrid’s push for a
winner was repeatedly thwart-
ed. Girona defended compactly,
blocked clear shooting lanes,
and made crucial interceptions
as the visitors poured forward.
Real’s forwards— despite sus-
tained pressure and several half-
chances— could not find the de-
cisive goal.

The draw proved costly as Ma-
drid failed to return to the top of
the table, leaving them trailing
league leaders Barcelona by two
points. For Girona, the result
was vital, offering a morale
boost in their fight against
relegation.

Madrid will now look to re-
group quickly with a demanding
schedule ahead, while Girona
hope this spirited performance
can inspire a turnaround in
their season. Despite Mbappé’s
equaliser, the night belonged to
Girona’s defensive grit and Ma-
drid’s lingering frustration.

Subplots Shine in India’s
Commanding Ranchi ODI
Win
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India’s convincing victory
over South Africa in the Ranchi
ODI offered more than statistics
or scorecard highlights. It re-
vealed the emotional undertow
within a team emerging from a
difficult phase, turning the
match into a study of body lan-
guage, unspoken assertions, and
subtle responses under
pressure.

The win itself was emphatic,
but two quiet moments on the
field spoke louder than the final
margin. The first came when Ro-
hit Sharma reached his half-cen-
tury. Standing at the non-strik-
er’s end, Virat Kohli glanced
toward the dressing room with a
sharpness that seemed to carry
months of speculation, criti-
cism, and boardroom chatter. In
that split-second look, observers
sensed a message—one shaped
by recent debates over leader-
ship and selection. It felt like a
silent rebuttal to those who
doubted the experienced core of
the side.

The second moment unfolded
when Kohli completed his 52nd
ODI century, a milestone

achieved with grit as India re-
built their rhythm after recent
setbacks. Rohit’s applause was
soft, almost tender—far from the
fiery celebrations often associ-
ated with international cricket.
It carried the warmth of camara-
derie and the reassurance of two
senior players who have weath-
ered storms together. His gesture
seemed to recognise not just the
hundred, but the emotional
weight behind it.

These reactions reflected a
team still healing from a bruis-
ing Test-series defeat and navi-
gating decisions that sidelined
senior figures at critical junc-
tures. Such choices, made in
closed meeting rooms, face their
real test under stadium lights—
where pressure strips emotions
down to their rawest form.

In Ranchi, India’s victory re-
stored confidence, but the silent
exchanges between its leaders
revealed deeper truths. They
highlighted a group determined
to reclaim control of its narra-
tive through performance, unity,
and unwavering resolve—both
expressed and unspoken.
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Mohan Babu’s Grand Industry Gala Gelebrating
90 Years, Hosted by Vishnu Manchu

It's Official! Samantha,
Raj Nidimoru Tie the Knot

Actress Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and filmmaker Raj
Nidimoru have officially put
an end to the swirling specu-
lation of the past 24 hours.
The duo tied the knot early
this morning (December 1,
2025) in an intimate ceremo-
ny held at the Linga Bhaira-
vi Temple inside the Isha
Yoga Center, Coimbatore.

The wedding was extreme-
ly private, attended only by
a close circle of family and
friends. Samantha later
shared a few serene mo-
ments from the ceremony,
and the photos quickly went
viral across social media
platforms. Industry col-
leagues, including Upasana
Konidela, Parvathy Thiru-
vothu, Paayal Rajput, and
Ruhani Sharma, extended
heartfelt wishes to the
newlyweds.

The rumours that heated
up social media began with
a cryptic Instagram post by
Raj’s ex-wife Shhyamali De,
who wrote, “Desperate peo-
ple do desperate things.”
The post, released just a day
before the wedding, sparked
intense speculation and
fueled conversations online.
While many wondered
whether her comment hint-

ed at underlying tensions,
today’s confirmation has
given those discussions new
direction.

Raj Nidimoru and Shhy-
amali De ended their mar-
riage in 2022. Samantha,
who married actor AkKi-
neni Naga Chaitanya in
2017, legally separated from
him in 2021. Since then, both
Samantha and Raj have re-
mained discreet about their
personal lives, making to-
day’s revelation even more
unexpected for fans and the
industry.

On the professional front,
Samantha and Raj are cur-
rently collaborating on Rakt
Bramhand, a Netflix origi-
nal series that continues
production alongside their
personal milestones. Sa-
mantha is also simultane-
ously working on Maa Inti
Bangaram, her second pro-
duction venture with direc-
tor Nandini Reddy.

With both celebrities
maintaining busy schedules
and gaining momentum in
their respective fields, their
union has naturally become
the talk of the town. More
updates are expected as the
couple steps into this new
chapter of their lives.

Euphoria Teaser Sparks
Buzz, New Release Date
Announced

Gunasekhar’s much-talked-
about upcoming film Euphoria
has intensified curiosity
among audiences with the re-
lease of its thought-provoking
official teaser. Originally
planned for a Christmas 2025
release, the makers opted to
shift the date to avoid competi-
tion during the crowded festive
season. The film will now ar-
rive in theatres on February 6,
2026.

The newly released teaser of-
fers an intriguing look into the
world of Euphoria, setting a
vivid and intense tone. Show-
casing vibrant visuals and a
trippy atmosphere, it high-
lights the emotional and psy-
chological landscape of to-
day’s youth. The teaser hints at
the film’s exploration of drug
culture, peer pressure and the
complexities of modern life.
These thematic elements,
paired with Gunasekhar’s sig-
nature storytelling style, have
added to the growing expecta-
tion surrounding the project.

A key highlight of the teaser
is the powerful presence of
filmmaker-actor Gautham

Menon, who appears in a
strong, commanding role. The
video also introduces the film’s
other major characters, giving
viewers a broader sense of the
ensemble cast and the dynam-
ics that will shape the narra-
tive. Each frame adds layers of
intrigue, suggesting a bold and
contemporary approach to
youth-centric cinema.

Euphoria is produced by
Neelima Guna and Yuktha
Guna under the banner of
Guna Handmade Films, with
Ragini Guna presenting the
film. Backed by a talented
team including music compos-
er Kaala Bhairava and a dy-
namic cast featuring Bhumika
Chawla and Vignesh, the pro-
ject promises a gripping cine-
matic experience.

With its edgy visuals, rele-
vant themes and an evocative
teaser that leaves viewers
wanting more, Euphoria has
already set high expectations.
As the film gears up for its Feb-
ruary release, excitement con-
tinues to build around what
could be one of early 2026’s
most impactful dramas.

Collection King Dr.
M. Mohan Babu hosted
one of the most talked-
about gatherings of the
year, MB50, bringing to-
gether leading figures
from Indian cinema
and politics under one
roof. The star-studded
celebration, held at
Park Hyatt in Hy-
derabad, turned into a
memorable reunion of
icons, statesmen, and
close friends from
across the entertain-
ment fraternity.

The evening saw the
arrival of Superstar
Rajinikanth, who
shared a warm and af-
fectionate camaraderie
with Mohan Babu, sym-
bolizing a friendship
that has endured for
decades. Adding to the
gravitas of the event
were Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, former
Vice President of India
M. Venkaiah Naidu,
and several notable per-
sonalities from the po-
litical spectrum, all of
whom extended their
wishes to the senior ac-
tor. Dynamic Star Vish-
nu Manchu, Mohan
Babu’s son, hosted this
grand industry gala, el-
evating the celebration
into a truly unforgetta-

ble tribute to the leg-
endary actor’s 50-year
cinematic journey.

The film fraternity
also made its presence
felt, with Bollywood
star Jackie Shroff, Sar-
ath Kumar, Bhagya Raj,
Nani, Gopichand, Brah-
manandam, Ali, Harish
Shankar, People Media
Factory’s Vishwa Pras-
ad, Allu Aravind, Dil

Raju, Mythri Shashi,
Jayasudha, Sumalatha,
Nasser, Aadi Saikumar,
Sundeep Kishan, Sr
Naresh, Srikanth,
Sreenu Vaitla, Srikanth
Odela, and many other
prominent film person-
alities from all languag-
es, as well as several
politicians and busi-
ness leaders, joining
the celebrations.

Known for his tower-
ing persona both on
and off screen, Mohan
Babu played the perfect
host- ensuring every
guest experienced his
trademark warmth and
hospitality. The lavish
arrangements, exqui-
site décor, and thought-
fully curated dinner re-
flected the respect and
affection the veteran

holds for those who
have been part of his
professional and per-
sonal life.

The gathering has
stirred excitement
across the industry,
with many viewing it
as a prelude to an even
grander celebration of
Mohan Babu’s endur-
ing legacy. With five
decades of contribu-
tion to cinema, his in-

fluence continues to
command admiration
and reverence from
peers, fans, and future
generations alike.

The spectacular
evening not only high-
lighted Mohan Babu’s
stature but also show-
cased the strong bonds
he shares across film
and political circles,
making it a night to
remember.

IMAX Gears Up for the
biggest film of the
year Avatar

Fire and Ash as Advance Bookings Open 5th December
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Grab the chance to expe-
rience global’s biggest
event film in the best seats
in IMAX and releasing first
time ever in Dolby vision
cinema. Don’t Miss it

With massive global buzz
around the biggest cine-
matic event of the year, the
month of Avatar begins on
an electrifying note. Ad-
vance bookings for James
Cameron’s Avatar: Fire and
Ash will open on 5th De-
cember, with a special push
across IMAX and Dolby vi-
sion cinemas on 5th
nationwide.

IN ENGLISH AND'HINDI

As audiences eagerly
await the next chapter in
the epic Avatar saga, IMAX
invites fans to be the first to
experience the film in the
most immersive way possi-
ble — with the best seats,
unmatched visuals, and un-
paralleled sound.

In the lead-up to the
opening day, the campaign
will highlight special Ava-
tar-themed box office coun-
ters at all IMAX theatres,
giving fans a dedicated,
high-energy space to book
tickets and build excite-
ment for the film’s

release.

With demand expected to
surge, IMAX encourages
moviegoers to gear up for
first-day, first-show book-
ings to ensure they don’t
miss the chance to witness
Avatar: Fire and Ash in its
full, awe-inspiring scale.

Advance bookings open
5th December across all
IMAX locations.

20th Century Studios will
release Avatar: Fire and
Ash in theatres on 19th De-
cember in 6 languages Eng-
lish, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam and Kannada.

Dhurandhar Trailer
Highlights Lyari’s Dark
Legacy
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The recently released trail-
er of Dhurandhar, starring
Ranveer Singh, has revealed
that a significant portion of
the action is set in Lyari, a
town in Karachi, Pakistan.
The film, based on “incredi-
ble true events,” has not
shared a full plot yet, but the
trailer offers a glimpse into
the gritty world of the town,
known for its history of vio-
lence and gang wars.

Lyari, spread across six
square kilometers in Kara-
chi’s Sindh province, is one
of the city’s oldest and most
densely populated neighbor-
hoods. The town stretches
along the Lyari River and has
long been considered impov-
erished, with a reputation for
high crime rates. Its histori-
cal and socio-political com-
plexities make it a compel-
ling backdrop for an intense
action narrative.

In the trailer, Ranveer Sin-
gh’s character, reportedly
named Humza, is seen arriv-
ing in Pakistan by helicopter,
eventually making his way
into Lyari. While his exact
mission remains a mystery,
the visuals set a tense, action-

packed tone, indicating that
the film will explore the dark-
er corners of the town and
the challenges within.

Lyari has gained notoriety
as one of Karachi’s most dan-
gerous areas due to rampant
gang activity. The town was
once under the influence of
Rehman Dakait, a notorious
criminal who maintained
control over local businesses,
smuggling, and arms trade,
often with political backing
from the Pakistan Peoples’
Party (PPP) in the 2000s. This
intersection of crime and
politics has shaped Lyari’s
turbulent reputation, mak-
ing it a fitting setting for
Dhurandhar’s intense
storyline.

With its high-octane se-
quences, realistic depiction
of urban crime, and Ranveer
Singh’s compelling perfor-
mance, Dhurandhar is shap-
ing up as one of the most an-
ticipated action films of the
year. The film’s official re-
lease is scheduled for this
Friday, and audiences are ea-
ger to see how it portrays
Lyari’s complex, violent, and
vibrant culture.
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