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Polavaram to he Completed hefore Pushkaralu
Welfare at the Core of Coalition Governance: CM

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1

NGUTURU, EL-
URU DISTRICT:
Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
said the state govern-
ment is committed to
completing the Polavar-
am project before the
Godavari Pushkaralu in
2027, adding that the
project will eliminate
water scarcity, boost ag-
ricultural income and
transform the state’s ir-
rigation potential.
Addressing the NTR
Bharosa pension distri-
bution programme in
Gopiinathapatnam of
Unguturu constituency,
the Chief Minister said
the coalition governme
nt has set new benchma
rks in welfare delivery.
“In the last 18 months
alone, our government

has spent 50,763 crore
exclusively on pensions.
No state in India pro-
vides welfare benefits at
this scale,” he said. The
CM personally visited
the house of a kidney
patient, Nagalakshmi,
handed over her pen-
sion and instructed of-
ficials to ensure she re-
ceives proper medical
treatment.

Record Expenditure
on Pensions

Chandrababu Naidu
stated that the govern-
ment is currently distr
ibuting 2,739 crore in p
ensions every month to
over 63 lakh beneficiar-
ies, of whom 59% are
women. “Of the 50,000
crore disbursed so far,
nearly 30,000 crore has
gone to women. Unlike
the previous govern-
ment, we have ensured
widows face no hurdles
in receiving pensions,”

he said.

The government has
also released 114 crore
to 1,39,677 beneficiaries
who had not collected
their pensions for two
months and 16 crore for
another 13,325 people
who missed collections
for three months.

Recalling that NT
Rama Rao laid the foun-
dation for the pension
system in 1984, he said
the amount has been in-
creased to 4,000 despite
financial constraints.
“We ensure pensions on
the first of every month
without fail, unlike the
previous five years
when the increase was
only 250,” he added.

Five Principles for
Farmer Prosperity

Chandrababu Naidu
outlined a five-principle
framework aimed at en-
suring farmers never
incur losses: water se-

curity, demand-based
cropping, agritech
adoption, food process-
ing and strong govern-
ment support. He urged
farmers to shift to de-
mand-based crops as
global rice consumption
is declining due to he
alth concerns. Aquacul-
ture farmers will recei
ve power at 1.50 per un
it, with the government
bearing a burden of 850
crore. Payments for pad-
dy procurement are be-
ing deposited within
24-48 hours, he noted.

The CM said the Chin
talapudi Lift Irrigation
Scheme will be complet-
ed soon, all local tanks
will be rejuvenated and
Kolleru issues resolved
in a farmer-friendly ma
nner.

20 Lakh Jobs by 2029

Chandrababu Naidu
said the recent Global
Investment Summit in
Visakhapatnam attract-

ed 13.25 lakh crore in
proposals, of which ap-
provals have already
been granted for 8lakh
crore. “We are on track
to create 20 lakh jobs by
2029,” he said. Naidu
also highlighted the
skyrocketing land val-
ues in Kokapet from
10,000 per acre in the
1990s to 160 crore today
as an example of how
development drives
wealth creation.

Three Regional Zones
for AP; Amaravati
Phase-1by 2028

The state will be reor-
ganised into three re-
gional development
zones. Amaravati works
are progressing rapidly,
and Phase-1 will be com-
pleted by 2028. “We will
build Amaravati into
one of the world’s most
beautiful cities,” he af-
firmed. Visakhapatnam
will be further devel-

Welfare and
Growth Hand-in-
Hand

Listing new wel-
fare initiatives, the
CM said the Thalliki
Vandanam scheme
provides 15,000 to
mothers for every
child, the Deepam-2
scheme offers three
free LPG cylinders
annually (2.85 crore
cylinders already
distributed), and the
Stree Shakti pro-
gramme has enabled
25 crore free bus
journeys for women
to date.

oped as a major tourism
and economic hub.

Sharp Criticism of
Previous Government

Naidu accused the
previous YSRCP regime
of pushing the state
into lawlessness, drug
proliferation, temple at-
tacks, and economic de-
cline. He also criticised
the emergence of crimi-
nal networks, calling
the party “dangerous
for the state.” The coali-
tion government will
repair all pothole-rid-
den roads by January,
he assured.

The CM also reviewed
stalls set up at the venue
and congratulated fami-
lies and volunteers un-
der the P4 initiative.
Ministers Nadendla
Manohar, Kolusu Par-
thasarathy and local
representatives partici-
pated in the event.

Assure Paddy Farmers Amid Crisis,
Urges BJP Chief PUN Madhav

TPN Bureau |
December 1

ijayawada: An
dhra Pradesh BJ
P President PVN
Madhav has urg
ed the state governme
nt to extend immediat
e and firm support to
paddy farmers reeling
under the impact of s
uccessive cyclones tha
t have devastated cro
PsS across major rice-
growing districts.Ma
dhav expressed deep
concern that the rele
ntless natural calami-
ties have left thousan
ds of farmers in desp
air, as the crucial Kha-
rif harvest season has
turned into a period
of anxiety and loss.

“Farmers who wor
ked tirelessly for six
months to raise their
paddy crops are now
facing sleepless nigh
ts. Just when they wer
e ready to reap the res
ults of their hard wor
k, cyclones have destr
oyed their produce,”
he said.

The BJP leader
pointed out that while
Andhra Pradesh is wi
dely recognized as the
“Rice Bowl of India,”
its farmers are cur-
rently in a state of dis-
tress due to repeated
climatic shocks. Cyclo
ne Montha, which str
uck the state earlier in
the season, submerg

ed standing paddy fiel
ds and soaked harvest-
ed grain. Before farm-
ers could recover, Cy-
clone Ditwah battered
several coastal distric
ts again, compound-
ing their troubles.

Madhav noted that
farmers usually store
aportion of their Kha-
rif yield for personal
use and sell the rem ai
nder in the open mark
et to meet their finan-
cial obligations. How-
ever, with the crops
soaked and damaged,
their ability to sell the
paddy has been severe
ly affected. As aresult,
many rural families
are uncertain about
how to sustain them-
selves in the coming
months.

He further critici
sed the government’s
response so far as be-
ing limited to verbal
assurances without
practical relief. “Min-
isters have issued stat
ements promising sup
port, but ground reali-
ties tell a different sto-
ry. Rice millers are al-
legedly adopting a d
ual stance hesitant to
buy the damaged gra
in and offering low pri
ces to desperate farm-
ers. The government
must step in immedi-
ately to regulate the
market and restore
farmers’ confidence,”
Madhav asserted.

TDP Aims to Groom Village and Mandal Leaders
Into State-Level Leadership: Minister Lokesh

TPN Bureau |
December 1

IJAYAWADA: Tel
ugu Desam Party
(TDP) National Ge
neral Secretary

and Minister for Educa-
tion and IT, Nara Lokesh,
said that it is the party’s
core philosophy to groom
village and mandal-level
leaders into strong state-
level leaders. Addressing
the “Coffee Kaburlu” in-
teractive session organ-
ised for mandal party
presidents and general
secretaries at the TDP
central office in Mangal
agiri, Lokesh urged the
cadre to work in a man-
ner that wins the hearts
of the people and strengt
hens the party at the
grassroots.

Lokesh stated that TD
P functions like a “uni-
versity” where leaders
evolve through organisa-

tional experience. Citing
the example of Minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu,
who began his journey
as a mandal party presi-
dent in 2012, Lokesh said
that the party gives op-
portunities for its lead-
ers to grow into MLAs,
ministers and even depu-
ty chief ministers. “Wit
hout the party, we are not
hing. Recognition and re-
spect come to us because
of the TDP. This must ne

ver be forgotten,” he
said.

He reminded the cadre
that they were chosen for
leadership roles because
people trusted them and
the party had confidence
in them. He urged them
to fully participate in all
programmes called by
the party. “The party isli
ke a family. Minor issues
are natural. But once a
decision is taken, every-
one must abide by it. Le

aders must not sulk over
small matters,” he said.

Need to Build Strong
Public Connect

Lokesh criticised the
previous YSRCP govern-
ment, describing its five-
year rule as “demonic”.
He said that 67 TDP work
ers were killed in Anan-
tapur district alone dur-
ing the previous regime.
He alleged that former
CM YS Jagan Mohan Red
dy “illegally arrested”
Chandrababu Naidu and
reminded the cadre that
the party was fighting a
“psycho”.

He urged leaders to
work collectively, resolve
issues at the cluster, unit
and booth level and stay
connected with local peo-
ple with humility. “As we
grow, we must become
more grounded. People
are asking us to avoid ar-
rogance,” he added. Ex-
plain Government Devel-
opment and Welfare
Initiatives.

Scrub Typhus

Creates Alarm
Across Andhra
Pradesh; Woman
Diesin
Vizianagaram
District

TPN Bureau |
December 1

izianagaram:
A new wave of
infections caus
ed by scrub ty-
phus, a mite-borne
bacterial disease, has
created concern acro
ss Andhra Prade sh af-
ter a woman from Vizi
anagaram district re-
portedly died while u
ndergoing treatment.
Health authorities ha
ve confirmed that the
disease isno w spread-
ing to multiple distri
cts, with more than
1,300 positive cases re-
corded statewide.Ac-
cording to official dat
a from the st ate heal
th departme nt, a total
of 1,317 scru b typhus
cases have been iden-
tified so far in Andhra
Pradesh.

The maximum
num ber of cases have
been reported from
Chittoo r district (37
9), follow ed by Kaki-
nada (141), Visakhapa-
tnam (123), YSR Ka-
dapa (94), SPS Nellore
(86), Anantapur (68),
Tirupati (64), Viziana-
garam (59), Ku rnool
(42), Anakapalli (41),
Srikakulam (34), An-
namayya (32), Guntur
(31), and Nandyal (30).
Health officials sus-
pect that unseason al
rains and poor sanita-
tion may have contrib-
uted to the rise in in-
fections this year.

The latest victim,
identified as Rajesh-
wari, aged 36, hailed f
rom Mittapalli village
in Cheepurupalli man
dal of Vizianagaram
district. She had been
suffering from severe
fever for the past sev-
eral days. Family me
mbers initially assum
ed it to be a common v
iral fever, but her con-
dition worsened. Whe
n she was admitted to
a private hospital for
treatment, doctors de-
tected symptoms con-
sistent with scrub ty-
phus through blood
tests and confirmed
the infection.

Despite medical ef-
forts, her health dete-
riorated further, and
she succumbed to the
illness while undergo-
ing treatment. Scrub
typhus, also known as

Assembly Deputy Speaker Seeks Major Penalty
Action Against IPS Officer Sunil Kumar

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1

ijayawada: Andh

ra Pradesh Legisla-

tive Asse mbly Dep-

uty Speaker K. Ra

ghu Ramakrishna Raj u
has urged the Union De p
artment of Personnel an
d Training (DoPT) to ini-
tiate major penalty proce
edings against suspend-
ed IPS officer P.V. Su nil
Kumar for alleged viola-
tions of All India Servic-

es (AIS) conduct nor ms.
In a letter addressed to
DoPT Secretary Rachna
Shah on December 1, the
Deputy Speaker alleged
that the officer engaged
in overt political activity
and caste-based mobili-
sation during a public
meeting. He claimed tha
t video evidence shows S
unil Kumar urging Dalit
and Kapu communities
to uni te for political in-
fluence and suggesting a
power-sharing arrange-
ment between them for

the posts of Chief Minis-
ter and De puty Chief
Minister.Rag hu Ram-
akrishna Raju described
these remarks as a grave
breach of service disci-
pline, asserting that they
undermine the neutrali-
ty and integrity expected
of an All India Service
officer. He cited provisio
ns of the AIS (Discipline
and Appeal) Rules, 1969,
which mandate strict po
litical impartiality from
offic ers, including those
under suspension.The

Deputy Speaker contend-
ed that Sunil Kumar’s
statements not only com-
promised administrative
ne utrality but also ris
ked promoting social dis
cord. He added that such
comments could poten-
tially a ttract penal conse
quences under the Bha
ratiya N yaya Sanhita for
promoting enmity and
disturbing public order.
According to the letter,
Sunil Ku mar is also as-
sociated wi th an organi-
sation name d “Ambed-

kar’s India Mis sion,” wh
ich, Raju allege d, under-
takes activities likely to
create caste-based divisi
ons. The Deputy Speak-
er recalled that he had
earlier raised concerns
over the officer’s speech-
esdur ing his tenureas a
Member of Parliament,
but no conclusive action
had been taken.Empha-
sising that even a sus-

bush typhus, is trans-
mitted through the
bite of infected chig-
gers (larval mites).
Symptoms typically
include high fever,
headache, muscle pa
in, cough, and some-
times a distinct black
eschar (dark scab) at
the bite site. Without
timely diagnosis and
proper antibiotic treat
ment, the infection ca
n lead to serious com-
plications such as
orga n failure.
Medical experts are
urging hospitals to re-
main on alert and re-
port suspected cases
immediately to preve
nt further spread. Hea
1th authorities have a
Iso advised people liv-
ing in rural and semi-
urban areas to main-
tain personal hygiene,
avoid walking thro
ugh bushy or grassy
areas, and wear pro-
tective clothing while
working in fields.
Health department
officials stated that sc
rub typhus can be trea
ted effectively with
standard antibiotics
such as doxycycline
or azithromycin if de-
tected early. They em-
phasized that people
suffering from persis-
tent fever should not
ignore symptoms and
must consult a doctor
at the earliest. Delay
in diagnosis, they wa
rned, can increase the
risk of severe illness
or death. District med
ical officers across the
state have been instr
ucted to intensify awa
renes s campaigns an
d arrange for special
fever clinics in affect-
ed areas. Surveillance
tea ms have been de-
ploy ed to monitor ru-
ral zo nes and identify
clusters of fever cas-
es. Health personnel
are also being trained
to recognize symptom
s quickly and provide
prompt medication.
With cases being re-
ported across all dis-
tricts, the public re-
mains anxious about the
potential expansion of
the outbreak. The health
departme nt reiterated
that early detection and
prev entive measuresre-
main the most effect ive
way to control scr ub ty-
phus and safegu ard
community healt h.

pended officer remains
bound by the AIS con-
duct rules, Raju urged
the DoPT to check the ve-
racity of the evidence
and take stringent disci-
plinary action. He said
Supreme Court judgmen
ts have consistently unde
rscored the need for high
standards of integrity
and political neutrality
among civil servants.
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Amaravati : Andhra
Pradesh is poised to ush-
er in a new era for its
film and tourism indus-
tries, with the govern-

ment set to launch a com-
prehensive “Film Tou
rism Policy” to position
the state as the nation’s
most preferred destina-
tion for film production
and movie-based tour-

ANDRAPRADESH

ism. This was announced
by Minister for Tourism
and Cinematography
Kandula Durgesh during
his keynote address at
the prestigious “CII Big
Picture Summit 2025”

held at JW Marriott Ho-
tel in Juhu, Mumbai.
Minister Durgesh said
the new film tourism pol-
icy would strengthen the
Telugu film industry fro
m production to exhibi-
tion, reinforcing its grow
th as a global creative
powerhouse. “Telugu cin
ema has become a global
brand, second only to
Hindi in India, contrib-
uting nearly 20% to the
national cinematic out-
put,” he stated, citing
blockbusters such as
Baahubali, RRR, Kalki
2898 AD, Pushpa series,
Salaar, and OG as exam-
ples of Andhra creativi-
ty making waves wor 1d
wide. Durgesh assured
full government support
to ventures engaging in
film infrastructure de-
velopment, including in-

tegrated film cities, mod-
ern studios, dubbing
theatres, and re-record-
ing facilities. He an-
nounced that the state
would soon revive the
prestigious Nandi Award
s and Nandi Natakotsa-
vams to recognize excel-
lence in film and theatre
talent across Andhra
Pradesh.

Highlighting the po-
tential for investment in
the Indian media and en-
tertainment sector, Durg
esh outlined the incen-
tives being offered by the
state. Andhra Prad esh
currently targets private
investments worth 25,0
00 crore by 2029 in tour-
ism and allied sectors,
with 24,000 crore al-
ready in the pipeline and
6,000 crore approved re-
cently. He added that the

government offers bene-
fits such as 100% stamp
duty reimbursement,
land conversion fee waiv-
ers, and State GST reim-
bursements up to 15
years for eligible proje
cts.

MSMEs can avail 25%
capital subsidies, while
large projects will get up
to 10%. Hospitality units
will enjoy industrial
power tariffs and five-
year electricity duty ex-
emptions.Announcing
plans to turn Andhra
Pradesh into a global hu
b for AI, VFX, and gam-
ing under the vision of
“Andhra Valley,” the
minister reiterated the
state’s goal of building a
$2.4 trillion economy by
2047 under the “Swarna
Andhra Vision.” He high
lighted AP’s rich mix of
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AP to Launch New Film Tourism Policy, Eyes Global

Cinema Hub Status: Minister Kandula Durgesh

scenic beauty and cul-
ture from Visakhapat-
nam'’s beaches and Tiru-
pati’s temples to the hill
stations of Araku and
Lambasingi making it an
ideal backdrop for film
tourism.

Durgesh stressed that
under Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan’s leader-
ship, the government is
prioritizing cinematic
and cultural promotion
as powerful avenues for
global tourism. “Films
are among the most ef-
fective tools to showcase
Andhra Pradesh’s natu-
ral and cultural richness
to the world,” he said.Ea
rlier, Minister Dur gesh
met CII officials, media
and entertainment in-
dustry heads, and execu-

tives from YouTube In-
dia, Cube Cinema, Sony
Entertainment, and
Thomas Cook to discuss
potential collab orati
ons.

Tourism MD and AP
Tourism Authority CEO
Amrapali Kata also mad
e a presentation high-
lighting the state’s in-
vestment opportunities
and incentives in film
and tourism infra struct
ure.

“Transparent govern-
ance, sustainable grow
th, and investor-friendly
policies are the founda-
tions of Andhra Prad
esh’s vision,” the minis-
ter concluded, inviting
investors to partner in
making India’s media
and entertainment sec-
tor a $100 billion power
house.

Focus on Private Temples as Festival
Season Nears: CS Vijayanand

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1

VIJAYAWADA: With
the festival season ap-
proaching and heavy
crowds expected at tem
ples across Andhra Pr
adesh, Chief Secretary
K Vijayanand has di-
rected officials to keep
a close watch on arra
ngements in both pub-
lic and private temple
s. He chaired a review
meeting on depart-
mental activities and
public feedback at the
RTGS office in the Sec-
retariat on Mond ay.

Vijayanand stressed
that several major fes-
tivals and special occa-
sions including Vai-
kuntha Ekadashi and
the Dhanurmasam cel-
ebrations are set to
take place in the com-
ing weeks, drawing
large numbers of devo-
tees. He instructed of-
ficials to pay particula
r attention to private te
mples, which also ex-
pect a significant infl
ux of visitors.

He said temple man-
agements must inform
district and local offi-

cials in advance about
the estimated number
of devotees and the
crowd-control meas-
ures being planned. Of-
ficials were told to re-
spond promptly and
take necessary steps to
strengthen security
and ensure smooth
movement of devo tee
s. The Chief Secretary
stressed that temple
authorities should
seek prior permission
from the police and ar-
range adequate bando-
bust to prevent any un-
toward incidents. To
support this, he direct-
ed that a comprehen-
sive guideline booklet
be prepared and dis-
tributed to all private
temples. The booklet
will outline steps to be
followed by temple
managements, includ-
ing safety protocols,
crowd regulation met
hods and sanitation re-
quirements during
peak festival days.
Vijayanand cau-
tioned that officials
must not assume that
private temples fall
outside their responsi-

bility. While manage-
ment rests with temple
authorities and trus-
tees, district officials
must ensure strong
oversight and crowd
management during
major events. He also
stressed that cleanli-
ness should be given
top priority, with strict
measures in place to
avoid sanitation lapses
or stampede-like con-
ditions during heavy
rush.

Turning to agricul-
ture, the Chief Secre-
tary asked officials to
plan well ahead to pre-
vent any fertilizer shor
tages during the upco
ming Rabi season. Ag-
riculture department
officials assured that t
here is currently no sh
ortage of fertilizers an
d that adequate stocks
have been arranged to
ensure uninterrupted
supply to farmers.

Vijayanand also sug-
gested increasing pub-
lic adoption of the “Ma
namitra WhatsApp Go
vernance” platform to
improve citiz en enga
gement.

The meeting was at-
tended by IT and RTG
Secretary Bhaskar Ka
tamneni, CEO Prakhar
Jain, Ex-Officio Specia
1Chief Secretary B Ra-
jasekhar, AP Fibernet
MD Geethanjali Shar-
ma, Ratan Tata Inno-
vation Hub CEO Dha
tri Reddy, RT'GS Joint
Director Malika Garg
and other senior offic
ials.

CM Reviews Diarrhoea Outbreak in
Tallavalasa, Orders Strengthened
Treatment Facilities

TPN/VIJ. AYAWADA

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
on Monday reviewed
reports of diarrhoea
cases in Tallavalasa
village of Santabom-
mali mandal in Sri-
kakulam district and
directed officials to
take immediate pre-
ventive and contain-
ment measures.

The Chief Minister
asked officials to con-
duct a house-to-house
survey to identify all
diarrhoea cases and
determine the reasons
behind the spread of
the disease. He stressed

that early detection
and swift medical re-
sponse were essential
to prevent further in-
fect ions.

Officials informed
the Chief Minister that
nine people had been
affected from diar-
rhoea and were admit-
ted to the government
hospital in Tek kali.
They also reported that
a 70-year-old man, Ch-
inna Rao, had died due
to multiple organ dis-
function and a heart at-
tack, clarifying that his
death was not solely
due to diarrh oea. Au-
thorities added that
safe drinking water
was being supplied to
Tallavalasa through
tankers as a precau-
tionary measure. A
district-level team co
mprising the Panchay-
at Officer, Superintend-

ing Engineer and Dep-
uty DMHO has been
stationed in the village.
They are conducting a
comprehensive door-
to-door survey to trace
the source of contami-
nation and curb the
further spread of the
disease.

The CM instructed
officials to ensure ro-
bust treatment facili-
ties for all affected pa-
tients and maintain
adequate medical staff-
ing and supplies. He
also directed them to
monitor and assess the
situation in neighbour-
ing villages to rule out
any wider hea lth risk.

The Chief Minister
stressed the need for
swift action, improved
sanitation measures
and constant vigil to
safeguard public healt
h in the region.

APCRDA Conducts ‘Work at Height and Scaffolding’
Safety Training at APNGO Housing Project

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

Vijayawada: In a con-
tinued effort to strength-
en occupational safety
standards across major
construction projects,
the Andhra Pradesh Cap-
ital Region Development
Authority (APCRDA) or-
ganised a specialised
training programme on
“Work at Height and
Scaffolding” at the APN-
GO Housing Project in
Vijayawada.

The session, held at
12:00 PM, aimed to en-
hance safety awareness
among construction
workers and technical st
aff involved in height-rel
ated activities.The train-
ing programme was tech
nically supported by M/s
Karam Safety, a leadin g
firm in industrial safety
solutions, while Larsen
& Toubro (L&T) partici-
pated as the executing
contractor.

The event served as
part of APCRDA’s broad-
er safety initiative to en-
sure that construction
practices align with na-
tional and international
standards for workplace
safety.During the ses-
sion, participants were
trained in essential pro-
cedures and safety proto-

cols related to working at
heights, including the
proper use of personal
protective equipment
(PPE) such as full-body
harnesses, correct an-
choring techniques, and
emergency rescue operat
ions.

Experts also demon-
strated the use of rescue
and fall protection equip-
ment, with practical ses-
sions highlighting meth-
ods for hazard identifi
cation and risk mitiga-
tion at active project
sites.Senior officials ac-
tively supervised and
contributed to the ses-
sion, including Gudiwa-
da Gopikrishna, Senior
Occupational Health and
Safety (OHS) Officer, AP-
CRDA; the OHS Manager
from the project; Boya
Sridhar Reddy, PGMC;
Manikantan, Project Di-
rector from L&T; and
Nilanchal, OHS Manag-
er, PGMC.

Their participation
underscored the commit-
ment of both APCRDA
and its contractors to en-
forcing a culture of safe-
ty and responsibility in
large-scale housing pro-
jects.Addressing the par-
ticipants, senior APCR-
DA officials stressed that
safety at construction

sites is not just a techni-
cal requirement but a
fundamental responsi-
bility shared by all stake-
holders. They noted that
adherence to proper scaf-
folding standards and
the use of certified safe-
ty gear could significant-
ly reduce the risk of falls
and other height-related
accidents.

The officials further
emphasised that the AP-
CRDA has taken a proac-
tive approach to worker
welfare, consistently in-
tegrating safety training
modules into its project
implementation sched-
ule. Such initiatives, the
y said, ensure that every
worker is adequately
prepared to identify haz-
ards, follow safe operat-

ing procedures, and as-
sist in emergency situa
tions if necessary.By
conducting these train-
ing sessions, APCRDA
aims to build a safety-
driven mindset among
construction personnel
and influence long-term
behavioural change in
site operations.

The authority has bee
n organizing similar
awareness and capacity-
bu ilding programmes
across its housing and
infrastructure projects
to reduce incidents and
create a benchmark for
construction safety in
the region. The APNGO
Housing Project, a key re
sidential initiative with-
in the Vijayawada re-
gion, has been receiving

attention for its large-
scale construction activ
ity.

As progress continues,
the integration of safety
protocols remains a ma-
jor priority for the pro-
ject management teams.
Officials reiterated that
continued monitoring
and training would re-
main central to mainta
ining high safety stand-
ards across all APCRDA
projects.The train ing
concluded with a practi-
cal demonstration and
an interactive question-
and-answer session, ena-
bling workers and super-
visors to clarify safety
doubts and understand
the latest guidelin es on
work-at-height safety
practices.

Statewide ‘Rythanna Meekosam’Workshops to Be
Held on December 3 Across All Rythu Seva Kendras

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

VIJAYAWADA: The
Department of Agricul-
ture has announced that
Chief Minister NChan-
drababu Naidu will par-
ticipate in the Rythanna
Meekosam Workshop on
December 3 at the Rythu
Seva Kendra (RSK) in Po-
thavaram village, Nalla-
jerla mandal, Gopalapu
ram constituency of East
Godavari district. Direc-
tor of Agriculture Dr Ma
nazir Jeelani Sam oon,
urged farmers acro ss
Andhra Pradesh to ac-
tively join the workshops
and contribute to action
plans aimed at boosting
village-level Gross Value
Addition.

The workshops will be
conducted simultaneous-
ly in all 8,451 Rythu Seva
Kendras to prepare de-
tailed action plans for
Rabi 2025, Kharif 2026
and Rabi 2026-27, with a
focus on improving crop
yields and farmers’ in-
come. Key discussion
points will include the
major crops of each RSK
area, strategies for yield

enhancement, water re-
source assessment, agro-
climatic factors, and
market connectivity. Far
mers and officials will
jointly identify Key Per-
formance Indicators (K
PIs) to raise productivity
and gross income.
During the recently c
oncluded Rythanna Mee-
kosam Week (Nov 24-29),

e ¢

RSK staff visited 46.85
lakh farmer households
and explained the Chief
Minister’s Five-Point
Agenda: Water Security,
Demand-Based Crop Pla
nning, AgriTech adop-
tion, Food Processing
and Government Sup-
port. Informational pam-
phlets on agricultural
schemes and welfare

measures were also distr
ibuted.

Dr Samoon said the
December 3 workshops
will stress on modern ag-
ricultural practices, im-
proved water managem
ent, soil test-based ferti-
lizer application and in-
creased use of organicm
anures. Action plans will
also be prepared for al-

La ﬂ

lied sectors such as hor-
ticulture, animal hus-
bandry, and fisheries. He
encouraged farmers to
participate and share
their field-level experi-
ences, noting that

the government is com
mitted to strengthening
agriculture through a
stron g, future-focused
strat egy.
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Narasaraopet, Pal-
nadu: Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) leaders
launched a scathing at-
tack on former YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) lead
ers, accusing them of
large-scale corruption,
land grabbing, and mis-
use of public funds dur-
ing the previous govern-
ment’s tenure in Palnadu
district. Addressing a
press conference on Mo
nday at the TDP district
office in Narasaraopet,
Macherla MLA Julakan-
ti Brahmareddy and Nar-
asaraopet MLA Dr. Cha
dalawada Aravind Babu
levelled serious allega-
tions against former Gu-
rajala MLA Kasu Ma-
hesh Reddy and former
Macherla MLA Pinnelli

Ramakrishna Reddy
(PRK).

Brahmareddy alleged
that Kasu Mahesh Reddy
amassed huge wealth
through illegal means
and exploited the re-
sources of the Gurajala
constituency. “He plun-
dered public resources
and amassed over 1,000
crore by misusing his
power. With the ill-gotten
wealth, he constructed
the ‘Kasu Convention
Hall’ in Narasaraopet by
violating rules and using
two false government or-
ders (GOs),” he said.

The TDP MLA further
claimed that Reddy en-
croached upon 23.5 acres
of government land for
the construction of the
convention hall. “He
even deceived his own
family members by re-

AP Tops Nation
as 65 Lakh
Beneficiaries
Receive Record
Welfare Support:
Minister
Gottipati

on of Asgles to School Children

TPN Bureau |
December

Addanki: The And
hra Pradesh Govern-
ment is ensuring that
welfare schemes reach
every eligible house-
hold, Energy Minister
Gottipati Ravi Kumar
said on Monday. Par-
ticipating in the NTR
Bharosa pension dis-
tribution programme
at Yeleswarapalem in
Mailavaram Gram
Panchayat under Add
anki mandal, the Min-
ister personally hand-
ed over pensions at
beneficiaries’ door-
steps and reviewed the
delivery of services at
the village level.

Highlighting the
government’s commit-
ment to social securi-
ty, he said the coali-
tion government led
by Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
has earmarked more
than 34,000 crore for
NTR Bharosa pen-
sions this year. “Near-
ly 65 lakh people are
receiving pensions, an
unprecedented scale
of welfare support in
the country,” he said.
The Minister also in-
teracted with locals to
verify whether all wel-
fare initiatives were
being implemented
transparently and
whether secretariat
staff were extending
hassle-free services.

Taking aim at the
previous YSRCP ad-
ministration, the Min-
ister said not a single

spouse pension was
sanctioned during its
tenure. “After we came
to power, over one
lakh spouse pensions
have been approved,”
he said. As part of the
programme, the gov-
ernment handed over
a tractor to a farmer
under a subsidy sc he
me. Ravi Kumar noted
that the current ad-
ministration is offer-
ing 90% subsidy on es-
sential farming
machinery, while SC
and ST farmers are re-
ceiving select equip-
ment at 100% subsidy.
Later, the Minister
distributed 162 free bi-
cycles to students of
Mailavaram Zilla Par-
ishad High School. Ap-
preciating support
from NREDCAP and
ASSIST, he said over
5,300 bicycles have al-
ready been provided
in the Addanki con-
stituency to encour-
age school attendance.
He added that the gov-
ernment is working to
upgrade government
schools and has re-
cruited 16,300 highly
qualified teachers
through DSC to raise
academic standards.
Inspecting the mid-
day meal programme,
he instructed officials
to maintain strict
quality standards and
urged parents to ac-
tively monitor food
served to students. Lo-
cal leaders, parents,
and officials partici-
pated in the events.

moving the name of Ra-
ghavamma from the
property file and manip-
ulating documents to ob-
tain the GO. He used

POLITICAL

N ey
funds meant for sports
infrastructure, particu-
larly from the Cricket
Association, to develop
the venue and later used

the premises for private
gain in the guise of coac
hing centers and event
management,” Brah-
mareddy alleged.

He further charged
that the former MLA
falsely promised to con-
struct the Chekkavarapu
Subba Rami Reddy Kala
Vedika but instead built
a convention hall for per-
sonal profit. In another
case, TDP leaders ac-
cused Kasu Mahesh Red-
dy of intimidating party
activists near Brahman-
apalli, close to the Gura-
jala Medical College, and
extorting money from
them when they tried to
develop residential
ventures.

Turning his focus to
former Macherla MLA
Pinnelli Ramakrishna
Reddy, Brahmareddy ac-
cused him of fostering a
culture of violence and
criminal intimidation in
the district. “During the
YSRCP rule, democracy
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TDP Leaders Accuse Former MLA Kasu Mahesh Reddy and Ex-MLA Pinnell)
Ramakrishna Reddy of Massive Gorruption in Palnadu District

was demolished in Pal-
nadu. PRK was involved
in political killings,
large-scale threats, ex-
tortion, and corruption.

Without undertaking
any meaningful develop-
mental work, he accrued
illegal assets worth
around Rs. 2,000 crore,”
Brahmareddy said.Echo-
ing similar sentiments,
Narasaraopet MLA Dr.
Chadalawada Aravind
Babu condemned both
leaders for betraying
public trust and prior-
itizing their own enrich-
ment over people’s welfa
re.

He demanded that the
government thoroughly
investigate the allega-
tions and recover public
property wrongfully oc-
cupied by the accused.

The TDP leaders vowed
to expose all financial
misdeeds committed
during the previous gov-
ernment’s tenure. They
stated that the party
would pursue legal ac-
tion and press for a judi-
cial inquiry into the con-
troversial construction
of the Kasu Convention
Hall and other question-
able land dealings in Pal-
nadu district.

The fiery remarks at
the press meet are part
of the TDP’s broader
campaign to highlight
corruption and adminis-
trative excesses alleged-
ly committed during the
YSRCP regime. The alle-
gations, if proven true,
could have major impli-
cations for regional poli-
tics in the run-up to the
next elections.

YSRCP Student Wing Demands Immediate
Release of Fee Reimbursement Dues

TPN Bureau | December 1

Vijayawada: The YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) has de-
manded that the Andhra
Pradesh government immedi-
ately release the pending fee
reimbursement dues to stu-
dents, warning of intense agi-
tation if the issue remains un-
resolved. The party’s student
wing said the delay in clearing
the dues has caused immense
hardship to lakhs of students
across the state who depend on
the scheme for their educ
ation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Vijayawada on Mon-
day, YSRCP Student Wing
President Panuganti Chaitan-
ya accused the Chandrababu
Naidu-led government of
gross neglect of the education
sector. He said students were
suffering as the reimburse-
ment amounts had not been
credited even months after the
start of the academic year,
leaving them unable to pay col-

lege fees and sit for examinat
ions.

“If the government contin-
ues to ignore students’ prob-
lems, we will intensify our agi-
tation. We are prepared to
storm the houses of MLAs and
Ministers and, if necessary,
the Chief Minister’s residence
itself,” Chaitanya warned. He
alleged that the student com-
munity, which once benefited
from full support under the
previous YS Jagan Mohan

Reddy regime, now faces an
uncertain future under the
current administration.
Chaitanya contrasted the
present situation with the YS-
RCP’s previous term in office,
claiming that fee reimburse-
ments were made promptly
and transparently when Jagan
Mohan Reddy was Chief Min-
ister. He said that under
Naidu’s leadership, the system
has collapsed, describing the
government’s inaction as an

injustice to financially strug-
gling families.

“During Jagan’s rule, stu-
dents never had to worry abo
ut reimbursements or scholar-
ships. Today, they are demoral-
ized and distressed because
this government does not hon-
or its commitments,” he al-
leged. Criticizing Education
Minister Nara Lokesh, Chait-
anya said the Minister has
failed to address key issues af-
fecting students, claiming that
his foreign trips and lack of
focus on higher education
have worsened the crisis. “Stu-
dents are not getting justice
because the Minister is more
concerned about overseas en-
gagements than the problems
in our colleges and universi-
ties,” he said.

YSRCP Student Wing Work-
ing President Ravichandra
also addressed the media, ech-
oing Chaitanya’s remarks. He
said the state government’s in-

efficiency and neglect have
paralysed an important wel-
fare scheme designed to en-
sure that every student, irre-
spective of economic backgro
und, could pursue higher edu-
cation. “Under Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s leadership, fee reim-
bursement was a reality. Now
it has become a broken prom-
ise,” Ravichandra stated.

The YSRCP student leaders
said they would submit repre-
sentations to district officials
across Andhra Pradesh, de-
manding immediate action
from the government. They
also announced plans for dem-
onstrations at district collec-
torates and educational insti-
tutions if the dues are not
released soon. The fee reim-
bursement scheme has been
one of the cornerstone welfare
programs in Andhra Pradesh
for more than a decade, aimed
at easing the financial burden
on students pursuing profes-
sional and higher education.

Crisis in agriculture under

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

VIJAYAWADA: Agri-
culture in Andhra Pra
desh has plunged into a
severe crisis due to back-
to-back natural calami-
ties and the absolute neg-
ligence of the coalition
government, said former
MLA and Avanigadda
YSRCP incharge Simhad
ri Ramesh Babu. Speak-
ing at the YSRCP central
office, he warned that
farmers are suffering
without any form of as-
sistance, even as another
cyclone approaches and
thousands of tonnes of
paddy remain exposed in
the fields.

Ramesh Babu criti-
cised Civil Supplies Min-
ister Nadendla Manohar
for repeatedly claiming
that the government is
prepared to procure 51
lakh tonnes of paddy out
of the 83 lakh tonnes ex-
pected this season, while
not a single assurance
has translated into ac-
tion on the ground. He
said farmers are left to
fend for themselves with
no preventive steps tak-
en despite clear cyclone

[ T

the coalition govt

» i
warnings, and paddy
heaps across the state
are getting drenched.

He expressed anguish
that when YSRCP lead-
ers visit fields to high-
light farmers’ hardships,
the coalition govern-
ment resorts to blaming
and maligning them in-
stead of addressing the
crisis. He pointed out
that the government is
refusing to purchase 1318
variety paddy, even
though the seeds were
supplied by the govern-
ment itself through the
Maruteru Research Cen-
tre. Shockingly, Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu himself claimed
that current varieties
are only suitable for seed
and not for consumption,
an unscientific asser-
tion, he said, noting that
BPT and 2716 varieties
are widely consumed.

Ramesh Babu said the
collapse of Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for
farmers has pushed the
sector into distress. Last
year, under the YSRCP
government, a 75 kg BPT
bag fetched Rs. 2,200,
while today the same is
being sold at a distress

price of Rs. 1,250. He add-
ed that Krishna district
has 160 rice mills, of
which only 72 have dry-
ers, making procure-
ment during emergency
harvests even more dif-
ficult, unlike Godavari
districts where mills
have higher capacity
with boilers. If the gov-
ernment had coordinat-
ed with millers in time,
this crisis could have
been avoided, he said.

He stressed that trad-
ers, millers, and middle-
men have completely
taken over the procure-
ment process, leaving
farmers without MSP,
gunny bags, or purchase
centres. Even though the
government boasts of so-
phisticated technology
and disaster manage-
ment capabilities, it has
failed to protect farmers
from crop damage or en-
sure timely procure
ment.

Ramesh Babu demand-
ed that the government
immediately wake up to
the grim reality, start
procurement on a war
footing, and compensate
farmers to prevent irre-
versible losses.

Banana farmers
in Rayalaseema

face

v
1

severe Crisis

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1, NEW DELHI:
YSRCP Rajya Sabha
MP Pilli Subhash Chan-
dra Bose has urged the
Union Agriculture
Ministry to intervene
immediately and pro-
vide relief to banana
farmers of Rayalasee-
ma, stating that market
failures are destroying
the livelihoods of thou-
sa nds of small and
marginal farmers.

He appealed to the
Central Government to
take urgent steps to
protect farmers from
ruin. Raising the issue
during Zero Hour in the
Rajya Sabha, he high-
lighted the alarming
collapse of banana

prices in the region,
which has pushed
farmers into deep distr
ess. He said that despite
record cultivation and
high yields in recent
seasons, the sudden
crash in market prices
has caused unprece-
dented losses. In Puliv-
endula, one of the big-
gest banana-producing
zones, prices fell sharp-
ly from Rs 22,000 per
tonne to Rs 8,000 per
tonne within a month,
marking a 60 percent
collapse. Many farmers
have been forced to
throw away ripe fruit
as they were unable to
sell their produce.
Pointing to severe
drought and erratic

rainfall in the 2025 Kha-
rif season, he noted
that cultivation fell
drastically to only 19 to
35 percent of normal in
districts such as YSR
Kadapa, Kurnool, and
Anantapur.

He said the situation
has devastated farmers
who invested lakhs of
rupees expecting a sta-
ble income.

He also conveyed that
YSRCP Party President
and former Chief Min-
ister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy visited the ba-
nana fields in Puliven-
dula and directed him
to raise the matter in
Parliament seeking im-
mediate assistance.
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Minister Lokesh, Anitha in Delhi to Meet Union Ministers Over

Key State Issues; Cyclone Montha Dama

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

Delhi: Andhra Pradesh
Ministers Nara Lokesh
and Vangalapudi Anitha
arrived in New Delhi on
Sunday to pursue crucial
discussions with the Un-
ion government over ma-
jor state issues, including
the extensive damage
caused by Cyclone Mon-
tha. The high-level visit
aims to secure central as-
sistance for relief and re-
habilitation efforts acro
ss Andhra Pradesh’s af-
fected coastal distr icts.

Lokesh, who holds the
Education and IT portfo-
lios, and Home Minister
Anitha were given a w
arm welcome at the na-
tional capital by Union
Minister Kinjarapu Ram-
mohan Naidu. Several
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) Members of Par-
liament and senior party
leaders, including
Vemireddy Prabhakar
Reddy, Sana Satish Babu,
Kesineni Sivanath, Ap-
pala Naidu, Bastipati Na-
garaju, Lavu Sri Krishna
Devarayalu, Parthasar-
athy, Ambika Lakshmi-
narayana, Daggumalla
Prasad Rao, Kambham-
pati Rammohan Rao, and
Kanakamedala Ravindra
Kumar, greeted the visit-

——
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ing ministers upon arri
val.

According to party so
urces, the ministers’ Del-
hi tour underscores the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment’s ongoing engage-
ment with the Centre to
address several pressing
concerns. The immediate
priority is the presenta-
tion of a detailed report
on Cyclone Montha,
which recently battered
parts of north coastal
Andhra Pradesh, caus-
ing extensive damage to
crops, coastal infrastruc-
ture, and housing.

The report, prepared
after on-ground assess-
ments, outlines estimat-
ed losses and the meas-
ures undertaken by the
state government to man-
age emergency relief op-

erations.On Monday, De-
cember 2, Ministers
Lokesh and Anitha are
scheduled to meet Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah and Union Agricul-
ture and Rural Develop-
ment Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan.

During these discus-
sions, they are expected
to seek enhanced central
support for the restora-
tion of essential services,
financial assistance for
farmers, and initiatives
to rebuild public infra-
structure damaged by
the cyclone. The delega-
tion is also likely to em-
phasize the need for fast-
er disbursement of funds
under the National Dis-
aster Response Fund
(NDRF).

Beyond the cyclone

Vijayawada MLA Yaralagadda Directs
Police to Remove Seized Vehicles

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1

Vijayawada: Govern-
ment Whip and Ganna-
varam MLA Yarala-
gadda Venkata Rao has
instructed the police to
immediately remove
seized vehicles that ha
ve been left unattended
for months on the road
divider near Rama-
varappadu Ring, Vi-
jayawada.During his
morning journey on
Monday, the MLA no-
ticed several two-wh
eelers and auto-rick-
shaws parked on the
divider opposite the
Anjaneyaswamy Tem-
ple, a busy junction on
the Vijayawada-Rama-
varappadu route.

These vehicles had
been seized by the po-
lice during regular ve-
hicle checks in the
area for not possessing
valid documents such
as registration certifi-

Ve
cates, insurance, or
drivinglicenses.Due to
the large open space
along the divider, the
seized vehicles were
being kept there tem-
porarily. However, over
time, the number of ve-
hicles increased, re-
sulting in a heap of
rusting and dust-cov-
ered vehicles that have
become an eyesore to
commuters and passe
rsby.

Residents had earli-
er raised complaints
that the stretch, which
serves as an important
route for VIP and VVIP
movement, was losing
its visual appeal and
obstructing ongoing
beautification works.
MLA Yaralagadda,
upon noticing the situ-
ation, immediately
contacted the con-
cerned police officers
over the phone and di-
rected them to relocate

from Ramavarappadu Ring Divider

all the seized vehicles
to designated storage
yards. He expressed
displeasure that de-
spite ongoing efforts to
beautify the area with
greenery and roadside
gardens, police negli-
gence was causing the
road to look unkempt
and disorderly.

“The government
has been taking steps
to make major routes
in Vijayawada clean
and attractive. Leaving
seized vehicles on the
divider defeats that
purpose,” Yaralagadda
reportedly said in his
remarks to officials. He
stressed that police
should coordinate with
the transport depart-
ment and the Vi-
jayawada Municipal
Corporation to clear
such vehicles regular-
ly and prevent similar
incidents in the future.
Senior police officials
have assured the MLA
that the vehicles would
be shifted at the earli-
est to appropriate loca-
tions and that new
guidelines would be is-
sued regarding safe
and systematic storage
of seized vehicles.

concerns, Minister Loke-
sh is set to raise issues
related to education and
information technology
development in Andhra
Pradesh. Sources indi-
cate that he will high-
light proposals to stren
gthen digital education
infrastructure, attract
new investments in the
IT sector, and promote
skill development pro-
grams aligned with the
National Education Poli-
cy framework. Discus-
sions are also anticipated
around central colla bo-
rations to expand higher
education opportunities
and technology-driven
learning initiatives
across the state.

Home Minister Ani-
tha, meanwhile, is ex-
pected to discuss inter-

ge Report onAgenda

nal security coordin
ation, disaster manage-
ment reforms, and broad-
er administrative coop-
eration between state
and central agencies. Her
meetings are likely to fo-
cus on enhancing prepar-
edness mechanisms for
disaster-prone regions
and securing additional
central support for police
modernization and emer-
gency response capacity
building.

This visit marks one of
the first major joint ef-
forts by the Andhra
Pradesh ministers since
the formation of the new
government earlier this
year. It signals a proac-
tive approach in stre
ngthening ties with the
Union government and
ensuring swift rehabili-
tation measures for the
people affected by natu-
ral calamities.

The meetings tomor-
row are expected to set
the tone for further Cen-
tre-State collaboration,
as Andhra Pradesh seeks
to fast-track recovery
from Cyclone Montha’s
devastation while ad-
vancing its broader de-
velopmental priorities
under Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s
leadership.
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TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1
Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh’s pride, Panan-
gi Karuna Kumari, was
given a rousing recep-
tion at Gannavaram
Airport after her tri-
umphant return from
the Women’s T20 Blind
Cricket World Cup, wh
ere the Indian team
created history by clinc
hing the title. Hailing
from a remote tribal
village in the Alluri Si-
tarama Raju district,
Karuna Kumari played
an instrumental role in
India’s success, earn-
ing praise from sports
officials and fans alike.
Karuna Kumari,
who returned to the st
ate for the first time af-
ter the World Cup vic-
tory, was accorded a
warm welcome by
Sports Authority of
Andhra Pradesh (SAA
P) Chairman R. Ravi-
naidu, Managing Di-
rector S. Bharani, and
several sports officials.
Students, young ath-
letes, and SAAP staff
cheered and applauded
her arrival, expressing

Panangi Karuna Kumari Receives Grand
Welcome in Gannavaram After Creating
History at Women’s T20 Blind World Cup

immense pride in her
achievement.Speaking
on the occasion, SAAP
Chairman Ravinaidu
said that Karuna Ku-
mari’s outstanding per-
formance in the inter-
national tournament
has brought immense
pride to Andhra Prad
esh. “Her determina-
tion a nd talent have
not only inspired many
young players but also
showcased the strength
and potential of differ-
ently-abled athletes
from the state,” he said.
Among others present
at the reception were
Library Chairman Kot
eswara Rao, Different-
ly Abled Corporation
Chairman Narayana
Swamy, SAAP Board
Members Jagadeesh-
wari and Santosh, and
Corporation Director
Prakash Reddy. They
felicitated Karuna Ku-
mari with bouquets
and shawls, lauding
her contribution to In-
dia’s historic victory.
In the final match of
the T20 Blind World
Cup held against Ne-
pal, Karuna Kumari de-

livered a match-win-
ning performance by
scoring 42 runs, becom-
ing one of the key ar-
chitects of the team’s
success. Her consistent
brilliance in batting,
bowling, and fielding
throughout the tourna-
ment earned her recog-
nition as one of India’s
leading all-rounders in
blind cricket.Officials
highlighted that her
achievement stands as
a symbol of hope for
athletes from rural and
tribal communities,
showing that persever-
ance and passion can
overcome any limitat
ions.

They also assured
full support from the
state government and
sports authorities to
further develop facili-
ties and training sup-
port for differently-
abled players. As celeb
rations continued at
Gannavaram Airport,
many young sportsper-
sons gathered to meet
their new role model,
expressing their desire
to follow in her
footsteps.

Distribution Of Tasty, Hygienic (Naivedya) Annprasadams
InAll Ttd Temples On The Lines Of Tirumala-TTD EO

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

Tirupati: The TTD Ex-
ecutive Officer Anil Ku-
mar Singhal instructed
the officials concerned to
ensure that devotees vis-
iting other temples of
TTD receive Annaprasa-
dam (Naivedya) that is
tasty, hygienic, and of
high quality, similar to
the standards main-
tained in Tirumala temp
le.The EO conducted a
review meeting with of-
ficials on Monday at his
chambers in the TTD Ad-
ministrative Building to
discuss ongoing develop-
ment activities under
TTD. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the EO directed
that proper training be
given to Potu staff re-
sponsible for preparing
Annaprasadams (Na-
ivedyams) in TTD tem
ples.

Later he instructed of-
ficials to strengthen the
processes involved in the
distribution of Ann
aprasadam(food serv-
ing). He also asked the
departments to prepare a
daily report on the An-
naprasadams being
served at each temple un-
der TTD.

The EO further in-
structed the officials to
identify if any employ-
ees belonging to other

faiths are still working
in TTD departments and
to submit a report for
further action.

He also ordered a com-
prehensive report on the
number of Veda Paray-
anamdars and Archakas
required for historical
and other temples across
the country that have
come under the adminis-
tration of TTD.

The EO directed offi-
cials to prepare a Stand-
ard Operating Procedure
(SOP) for every temple
that has come under the

R

purview of TTD and sub-
mit it in the next meeti
ng. Referring to the TTD
Board’s decision to re-
place the designation
“Potu Workers” with
“Mukya Pachaka” and
“Pachaka,” he instructed
officials to coordinate
with the State Endow-
ments Department and
complete the renaming
process at the earliest.
To strengthen the Ur-
ban Development Cell wi
thin TTD, the Chief En-
gineer was asked to pre-
pare an action plan with

adequate staffing.

The EO also instructed
officials to prepare a Cal-
endar of Events for con-
ducting Srinivasa Kaly-
anam programs in a
planned manner, so that
devotees receive prior in-
formation and partici-
pate in large numbers to
receive the blessings of
Srivaru.

He emphasized the
need to focus on the ex-
pansion works of the Sri
Venkateswara Temple at
Venkatapalem in Amar
avati.

Officials were asked to
prepare a detailed action
plan for the development
of 25 acres, including the
existing temple and pro-
posed constructions
such as Kalyana Manda-
pam, archaka and staff
quarters, compound
walls, gopurams, push-
karini, and other struc
tures.

JEO Veerabrahmam,
CV&SO Muralikrishna,
FA & CAO Balaji, CE
Satyanarayana and oth-
er officials participated
in the meeting.

Young Woman Ends Life Over Dowry Harassment
in Tadepalli; Police Launch Investigation

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

Tadepalli (Guntur
District): A tragic case
of alleged dowry harass-
ment ended in the death
of a 25-year-old woman
who reportedly took her
own life in Tadepalli. Po-
lice identified the de-
ceased as Madhuri, a na-
tive of Bethamcherla,
who had been living
with her family in Tade-
palli at the time of the
incident.According to
police sources, Madhuri
had married Rajesh
around eight months
ago following a love
affair.

After their marriage,
the couple began living
together in Bethamcher-
la. However, soon after
the wedding, disputes
reportedly began be-
tween them, with Rajesh

allegedly subjecting
Madhuri to continuous
harassment for addi-
tional dowry. Unable to
cope with the mental
and physical torment,
Madhuri left her hus-
band’s home some weeks
ago and returned to stay
with her parents in
Tadepalli, hoping for
peace and safety.
Despite the separa-
tion, police said Rajesh
continued putting pres-
sure on her over dowry
demands, which severe-
ly affected her mental
state. On Sunday night,
unable to bear the har-
assment any longer,
Madhuri is believed to
have ended her life by
hanging herself at her
family’s residence. Her
family members found
her dead on Monday
morning and immedi-

ately informed the local
police.

Tadepalli police
rushed to the spot and
shifted the body to
AIIMS Mangalagiri for
post-mortem examina-
tion. Based on a formal
complaint filed by Mad-
huri’s mother, Laksh-
mibai, police registered
a case against Rajesh
under sections related to
dowry harassment and
abetment of suicide.DSP
Murali Krishna, under
whose supervision the
investigation is being
carried out, said a thor-
ough probe has been or-
dered to uncover all cir-
cumstances leading to
the death. Circle Inspec-
tor Veerendrababu and
Sub-Inspector Pratap
Kumar are leading the
inquiry.

Preliminary findings

suggest a pattern of sus-
tained harassment,
though police are gath-
ering call details, wit-
ness statements, and fi-
nancial records to
strengthen the case.The
incident has sparked
grief and outrage in the
locality, with neighbors
expressing shock over
the young woman’s
death.

Activists and local
women’s groups have
urged authorities to take
strict action against the
accused and raise aware-
ness about dowry-relat-
ed abuse.Police officials
reiterated their appeal
for victims of such har-
assment to come for-
ward and seek help
through available legal
and social protection
mechanisms before tak-
ing extreme steps.

MLA Bhashyam Praveen Slams Ambati Rambabu
for Remarks on Amaravati Land Pooling

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1, Pedakurapadu (Pal-
nadu district): Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) leader
and Pedakurapadu MLA
Bhashyam Praveen
strongly condemned the
comments made by for-
mer minister Ambati
Rambabu over the land
acquisition process in the
Amaravati capital re-
gion. Speaking at a public
meeting organized under
the “100 Days, 100 Villag-
es” program in Peddama-
dduru village of Amara-
vati mandal, the MLA
lashed out at the YSRCP
for its alleged neglect of
the capital project over
the past five years.

Praveen accused the
previous YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) govern-
ment of deliberately dis-
rupting the progress of
Amaravati by promoting
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what he described as
“three-capital politics”
aimed at confusing the
people. He said that the
five-year period under
YSRCP rule had caused
deep disappointment
among farmers and citi-
zens who had sacrificed
their lands for the capi-
tal’s development.
Refuting allegations by
Ambati Rambabu that
the new phase of land
pooling was politically
motivated, the MLA clari-
fied that the decision to
initiate a second round of

land pooling in the con-
stituency was made only
after local farmers re-
quested it.

Many farmers in the
region, he explained, had
suffered losses due to
railway lines, canals, and
other infrastructure
works that had cut
through their lands. “The
farmers themselves came
forward and sought in-
clusion in the pooling
process, as they wanted
fair compensation and
long-term development
benefits,” he said.
Praveen stressed that the
ongoing land acquisition
was not being done for
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu or for the
TDP’s political interests,
but entirely for public
welfare. “This land be-
longs to the government

and ultimately serves the
future of the people of
this region,” he asserted.
Highlighting the re-
newed momentum in
Amaravati’s develop-
ment since the formation
of the current govern-
ment, the MLA assured
that all pending infra-
structure, road, and
housing projects would
be fast-tracked. He added
that the capital would
soon regain its rightful
status as the administra-
tive and economic hub of
Andhra Pradesh, restor-
ing the faith of farmers
and citizens alike.
Praveen urged all po-
litical parties to set aside
differences and cooperate
in building a unified capi-
tal city that symbolizes
progress, stability, and
pride for the people of
Andhra Pradesh.
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Davaleswaram | Rajuh
mundry

Allegations of Large-
Scale Irregularities in
Fish Seed Release at
Dhavaleswaram

By TPN Bureau, East
GodavariA major contro-
versy erupted in East Go-
davari district following
allegations of serious ir-
regularities in the Fish-
eries Department’s fish
seed release program
conducted on the occa-
sion of World Fisheries
Day. The department had
announced that 5.2 mil-
lion (52 lakh) fish seed-
lings were released into
the Godavari River. How-
ever, local fishermen’s
associations claim that
only about 30,000 fish
seedlings were actually
released.

The incident took
place in the Dhavaleswar-
am area under Rajah-

mundry Rural mandal,
where the fisheries de-
partment held the public
event. While officials
and public representa-
tives took part in the pro-
gram, fishermen allege
that the figures present-
ed by the department
were grossly inflated.

According to lcal fish:

MLA Bhasshyam Praveen
Distributes NTR Aasara
Pensions in Pedamadduru,
Highlights Government’s
Welfare Commitment

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1

Pedakurapadu: Ped-
akurapadu MLA Bha
sshyam Praveen on
Monday distributed
NTR Aasara pensions
to beneficiaries in
Pedamadduru village
of Amaravati ma
ndal, Palnadu district.
Addressing the gath-

Officials and local
leaders who partici-
pated in the event ech-
oed the MLA’s re-
marks and praised the
government’s efforts
to strengthen grass-
roots welfare mecha-
nisms. Mandal Pari-
shad Development
Officer (MPDO) T. Par-
vathi, Tahsildar Misa-

ering, the legislator
emphasized that the
coalition government
places top priority on
public welfare and is
committed to ensur-
ing social security for
all eligible citizens.

MLA Praveen stat-
ed that the govern-
ment has been taking
concrete measures to
deliver pensions prom
ptly and without in-
terruption to every
eligible beneficiary.
He reiterated that im-
proving the living
standards of the un-
derprivileged remains
at the heart of the ad-
ministration’s missio
n. “The coalition gov-
ernment is moving
forward with the firm
belief that the true
measure of progress
isreflected in the well-
being of the people,”
he said.

Speaking on the sig-
nificance of welfare
programs like NTR
Aasara, Praveen not-
ed that these initia-
tives provide crucial
support to the elderly,
differently-abled indi-
viduals, and single
women, ensuring they
lead lives of dignity
and security. The
MLA assured the resi-
dents that pension dis-
tribution would re-
main a transparent
and continuous pro-
cess, free from politi-
cal bias or administra-
tive delays.

la Daniel, and Mandal
Telugu Desam Party
president Manchineni
Raja were among the
officials present at the
event. Prominent lo-
cal TDP leaders Ala
Veerababu, Nalliboyi-
na Rajasekhar Yadav,
Gudise Kiran Kumar,
Malladi Vishnu, Jasti
Veeranjaneyulu, Po-
dile Srinu, Sambasiva
Rao, and Brahmaiah
also took part in the
program.

The beneficiaries
expressed gratitude
for the timely distri-
bution of pensions,
saying that the month-
ly financial support
has been instrumen-
tal in meeting essen-
tial needs such as
healthcare, food, and
shelter. Local resi-
dents appreciated the
MLA’s initiative to
personally monitor
the distribution pro-
cess and interact with
villagers to address
their concerns. The
event concluded with
the MLA reaffirming
that the welfare of
weaker sections will
remain a central focus
of the state gover

nme nt.

He assured that sim-
ilar programs will
continue to reach eve-
ry deserving house-
hold, aligning with
the government’s vi-
sion of inclusive de-
velopment and social
justice.

At

ermen, the discrepancy
has left hundreds of fam-
ilies dependent on river
fishing deeply dis-
tressed, as dwindling
fish populations in the
Godavari are already
threatening their livelih
oods.

REGIONAL

Fishermen from the
Dhavaleswaram Boats-
men and Fishermen Co-
operative Society filed a
formal complaint during
the district grievance
program held on Mon-
day. In their petition to
the East Godavari Dis-
trict Collector, they ac-

cated statistics.”

cused departmental of-
ficers of misreporting
numbers, misusing gov-
ernment funds, and vio-
lating procedural norms
in fish seed distribution.
They demanded a de-
tailed inquiry into what
they described as “fabri-

The fishermen stated
that every year, the gov-
ernment allocates crores
of rupees to enhance fish
production by releasing
large quantities of fish
seedlings into the river.
However, this year’s ex-
ercise, they claim, was
marred by negligence
and manipulation. They
argue that official re-
cords showing 52 lakh
fish seeds were released
are false, as transporta-
tion and field-level evi-
dence point to only a
fraction of that number.

“There were only 12
vehicles bringing fish
seedlings on that day, not
17 as claimed by the de-
partment,” said repre-
sentatives of the fisher-
men’s society, who also
provided CCTYV footage
from the site. When ques-
tioned, the Fisheries De-
partment’s Joint Direc-
tor, Nirmala Kumari,
explained that five vehi-

NTR Bharosa Pension Providing Vital Support
to Needy Families, Says MLA Budda Prasad

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 1

Avanigadda, : The
NTR Bharosa Pension
Scheme has emerged as a
major source of relief
for disadvantaged and
economically weak fami-
lies, said Avanigadda
MLA and Legislative
Council member Budda
Prasad. He stated that
the initiative launched
by the coalition govern-
ment is ensuring finan-
cial stability for poor, el-
derly, disabled, and
chronically ill citizens
who have no other means
of support.On Monday, a
pension distribution pro-
gram was organised at
Lankamma Manyam in
Avanigadda as part of
the state-wide implemen-
tation of the NTR Bha-
rosa Scheme.

MLA Budda Prasad
personally participated
in the event and handed
over pensions to deserv-
ing beneficiaries, includ-
ing differently-abled per-
sons and long-term
bedridden patients such
as Pasupuleti Muralikris
hna and Gangu Seethar-
amayya.Speaking on the
occasion, Budda Prasad
said that the NTR Bha-

rosa Pension Scheme

stands as a symbol of
compassion and care in
governance. The pro-
gram, he noted, has been
designed to protect vul-
nerable sections of soci-
ety from socio-economic
distress by providing
them with consistent
monthly financial assi
stance.

He interacted with the
beneficiaries to inquire
about their living condi-
tions, family situations,
and medical needs, as-
suring them that the gov-
ernment remains com-
mitted to their welfare.
Beneficiaries expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the
coalition government for
increasing the monthly
pension to Rs. 15,000, not-

ing that the enhanced
amount has made a sig-
nificant difference in
their lives.

Many shared that ear-
lier they struggled for
basic needs, but the re-
vised pension now al-
lows them to manage
household expenses,
medical bills, and essen-
tial commodities with
dignity. Several recipi-
ents, especially those
confined to their homes
due to chronic illness or
physical disability, said
the timely deposit of the
pension on the first of
every month serves as a
crucial lifeline.

They thanked the
MLA for personally visit-
ing their village and en-
suring transparent dis-
tribution and direct com

munication with citi-
zens.Budda Prasad em-
phasized that Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu
Naidu’s vision behind
the NTR Bharosa initia-
tive is to extend the lega-
cy of the late N. T. Rama
Rao, who always worked
to uplift the poor and vul-
nerable. “The govern-
ment’s goal is not just to
distribute pensions but
to restore a sense of se-
curity and dignity to eve-
ry family that struggles
for survival,” he said.

The MLA encouraged
the village staff and
ward members to ensure
that no eligible person is
left out from receiving
pensions and that every
beneficiary’s record is
updated regularly to
avoid delays or discrep-
ancies. He also appreci-
ated the dedicated ser-
vice of local admi
nistration officials in
reaching out to benefi-
ciaries in remote and ru-
ral areas.The program
saw participation from
Panchayat Executive Of-
ficer Thota Srinivas Rao,
ward member Adapa
Venkateswara Rao, gov-
ernment staff, and local
residents.

Coalition Government Setting Example in
Welfare Implementation: Prathipati Pullarao

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 1

Yadlapadu/Chilak
aluripet (Palnadu Dis-
trict): Former Minister
and MLA Prathipati
Pullarao has said that
the coalition govern-
ment in Andhra Prad
esh under Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu has set a nation-
al benchmark in the im-
plementation of welfa
re promises. He stated
that the distribution of
social security pen-
sions worth 55,000 cror
e under the “NTR Bha-
rosa” scheme demon-
strates the state gov-
ernment’s commitment
to the poor and margin
alized.

Pullarao participated
in the distribution of
social pensions at Yad-
lapadu mandal on Mon-
day. As part of his visit,
he toured Karuchola
and surrounding vil-
lages, laying the foun-
dation stone for renova-
tion works of a primary
school building being
taken up at a cost of Rs.
6 lakh. Later, he went
door to door to hand
over pensions to benefi-
ciaries and explained

details about the gov-
ernment’s welfare
schemes.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Pullarao said Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu and Minister
Nara Lokesh were
working tirelessly, like
warriors, for the wel-
fare of the poor and the
development of the
state. He highlighted
that Andhra Pradesh
attracted investments
worth Rs. 13.25 lakh
crore through the re-
cent CII Partnership
Summit in Visakhapat-
nam, which would gen-
erate large-scale bene-
fits for the people.
Pullarao claimed that
Naidu had fulfilled his
promise of being a
“supportive elder son”
to every household.

By effectively trans-
lating manifesto assur-
ances into action, the
coalition government

had becom an example

for the entire country,
he said. Out of 1.4 crore
households in the state,
67 lakh families were
receiving pensions. He
added that while 25 out
of 28 states in India pro-
vided pensions below

1,000, Andhra Prade
sh’s approach stood out
for its generosity.Criti-
cizing former Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, Pullarao ac-
cused him of showing
little concern for the
poor. He alleged that
Jagan distributed pen-
sions with reluctance
and increased them by
only Rs. 250 over four
years just because “no
commission came his
way”

In contrast, he said,
the current govern-
ment fulfilled promises
within just 17 months,
even crediting pending
pension amounts for
three earlier months to

bring immediate relief
to beneficiaries.Pul-
larao said that Naidu’s
focus was on erasing
despair from the faces
of the poor. On a single
day across the constitu-
ency, pensions worth
Rs. 15.82 crore were dis-
tributed, including 3.34
crore to 7,786 benefi-
ciaries in Yadlapadu
mandal alone.

Jana Sena Calls for
Continued Support

Jana Sena constitu-
ency in-charge Thota
Raja Ramesh praised
the coalition govern-
ment, calling its wel-
fare performance his-
toric. He said that
providing over 50,000
crore in pensions to the
poor was a matter of
pride for Andhra
Pradesh and urged peo-
ple to continue support-
ing the alliance of TDP,
Jana Sena, and BJP for
the sustained realiza-
tion of their hopes and
aspirations. Ramesh
emphasized that the re-
sults of the coalition’s
efforts led by Chan-
drababu Naidu, Nara
Lokesh, and Pawan
Kalyan were visible in
the lives of ordinary
people.

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

cles had made multiple
trips, accounting for the
higher count. Yet, fisher-
men dispute this, point-
ing out that vehicle num-
bers were pre-recorded
as 17 before the program
even began raising fur-
ther suspicion of manip
ulation.

The controversy deep-
ened further as fisher-
men claimed that offi-
cials had forged their
signatures on official
registers to validate the
release figures. They al-
leged that signatures of
Fishermen Cooperative
Society representatives,
shown on departmental
documents, were not
genuine and had been
fabricated. Officials,
however, denied these ac-
cusations, asserting that
the program was con-
ducted transparently un-
der the supervision of
local representatives and

officers.In contrast, fish-
ermen insist that there
was no proper register,
video verification, or
certified documentation
of the fish seed release.

They also alleged that
some fisheries officials
demanded money from
society members, turn-
ing the issue into a ques-
tion of corruption and
accountability.The fish-
ermen have urged the
District Collector to or-
der an immediate probe
into the matter, verify
the actual fish seed sup-
ply records, and hold re-
sponsible officials acco
untable.

With over 200 families
in Dhavaleswaram de-
pending on fisheries for
their survival, the al-
leged irregularities have
stirred public anger, ex-
posing concerns over
transparency in govern-
ment-sponsored fishery
programs.

World Fisheries day observed - Fisheries department

TPN Bureau |
cember 1

Narsaraopet (Pal-
nadu District): Dr.
Chadalawada Aravind
Babu, MLA for Nar-
saraopet, participated
in the distribution of
NTR Bharosa pensions
across the town on
Monday and personal-
ly visited homes to
hand over pension ben-
efits to eligible recipi-
ents. Sp eaking to re-
porters during the
program me, the MLA
emphasized that pen-
sions were being dis-
tributed not just as an
obligation but also
with affection and re-
spect for beneficiaries.

He strongly criti-
cized the previous YSR
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) government, ac-
cusing it of wide-
spread irregularities
and injustice. Aravind
Babu praised the gov-
ernance of the present
coalition government,
noting that under the
leadership of Chief
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, welfare
schemes had been ex-
panded significantly
and peace restored in
several trouble-prone
areas.

De-

Focusing on im-
provements in law and
order, the MLA de-
tailed how the Vara-
vakatta area in Nar-
saraopet, once known
for anti-social ele-
ments, had been freed
from criminal influ-
ence. He alleged that
during the YSRCP re-
gime, local goons and
rowdy gangs dominat-
ed the neighborhood,
creating fear among
residents. He accused
former MLA Gopired-
dy Srinivas Reddy of
promoting “murder
politics” and encourag-
ing violence thr ough
hired musclem en.Ara-
vind Babu further al-
leged that political
workers who opposed
the former MLA were
targeted. He cited the
example of TDP leader
Chinnapareddy, who,
after defecting from
YSRCP to the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP)
during the previous
elections, was attacked

Narsaraopet MLA
Aravind Babu
Highlights Law and
Order Improvements,
Lauds Pension
Scheme Expansion

and severely injured
by hired thugs. Simi-
larly, he claimed BJP
leader Ramakrishna
was falsely implicated
in criminal cases, and
Muslim leader Ibra-
him was murdered at
the behest of the for-
mer MLA’s assoc iates.

The Narsaraopet leg-
islator said that after
the formation of the
unified coalition gov-
ernment, such lawless
practices cam e to an
end. “We have crushed
anti-social forces with
an iron foot,” he de-
clared. “Varavakatta is
now peaceful. Women
and children can move
freely without fear. We
have restored normal-
cy and ensured securi-
ty in the area.

”"Turning to welfare

initiatives, Dr. Aravind
Babu elaborated on the
enhancements made
under the NTR Bharo-
sa pension scheme.
Over the last 17
months, he noted, the
government raised fi-
nancial assistance
across multiple catego-
ries to improve social
security. Mon thly pen-
sions for the elderly
were increa sed from
3,000 to 4,000, while
disability pensions
were doubled from
3,000 to 6,000. Those
with complete disabili-
ties now receive 15,000
per month, and pa-
tients suffering from
chronic ailments such
as kidney disease and
thalassemia are gran
ted 10,000 monthly
assistance.

“The coalition gov-
ernment is committed
to ensuring social jus-
tice and dignity for all
vulnerable sections,”
the MLA said. He
urged citizens to bless
and continue support-
ing the coalition gov-
ernment for bringing
visible improvements
in governance and wel-
fare delivery.

Several pension ben-
eficiaries expresse d
gratitude to Dr. Ara-
vind Babu, notingthat
doorstep delivery of
pensions under the
current administra-
tion had significantly
eased the hardships
faced by the elderly
and disabled.
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Modi In Tamil Nadu:
tart, But What Abou

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s high-profile road-
show in Coimbatore on
Tuesday is widely seen as
the launch of the National
Democratic Alliance’s
(NDA) campaign for the
2026 Tamil Nadu elections.
While the spectacle show-
cased the BJP’s organisa-
tional strength, the underly-
ing political terrain
remains challenging for the
party in a state that has
long resisted its expansion.

The biggest hurdles lie
within the NDA itself. The
ATADMK, the BJP’s main
ally in Tamil Nadu, contin-
ues to navigate internal di-
visions after the expulsions

of VK Sasikala, O Panneer-
selvam, and TTV Dhina-
karan. The exit of two
prominent Thevar commu-
nity leaders has weakened
the party’s influence in
western Tamil Nadu, tradi-
tionally an ATADMK strong-
hold. The recent removal of
veteran leader KA Sengot-
taiyan adds further uncer-
tainty. AIADMK’s succes-
sive election losses in 2019,
2021, and 2024, two of them
in alliance with the BJP,
have reinforced perceptions
of the national party’s elec-
toral isolation.

Other NDA constituents
face their own challenges.
The Pattali Makkal Katchi

(PMK) is witnessing a lead-
ership tussle between
founder Dr S Ramadoss and
his son Anbumani Rama-
doss, raising the possibility
of asplit or internal compe-
tition. The Desiya Murpok-
ku Dravida Kazhagam
(DMDK), once an ally, has
yet to decide its political di-
rection. Adding to the un-
predictability is actor Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), debuting
in 2026. Vijay has repeatedly
positioned the BJP as an
ideological opponent, rul-
ing out any alliance and po-
tentially attracting former
NDA partners.

The DMK, in contrast,

Humane Solutions for Stray Dogs

OPINION

enters the election season
from a position of continu-
ity. Its alliance has re-
mained intact through
three consecutive victo-
ries. The party leans on
welfare schemes, such as
monthly Rs 1,000 support
for women, free bus travel,
and assistance for govern-
ment-school college stu-
dents, while highlighting
faster double-digit eco-
nomic growth. Politically,
it continues to challenge
the BJP on issues central
to Tamil Nadu’s identity,
including NEET exemp-
tion, Hindi imposition, al-
leged financial discrimina-
tion, and the Keeladi
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archaeological report,
themes that resonate
strongly with the
electorate.

Coimbatore, where Modi
showcased the BJP’s local
presence, remains one of
the few areas of firm sup-
port. The roadshow aims
not just to energise cadres
but also to test whether the
BJP can recalibrate its ap-
proach to a state where na-
tional narratives often fail
to gain traction. The out-
come will reveal whether
this spectacle can translate
into tangible electoral mo-
mentum or remain a sym-
bolic display in a still-chal-
lenging terrain.
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Bihar Polls Reignite
Vote-Seat Debate

The recent Bihar elections
have once again sparked discus-
sions on the gap between vote
share and seat share, with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) se-
curing a majority of votes but
far fewer seats than proportion-
ality would suggest. Calls to
shift India from the first-past-
the-post (FPTP) system to Pro-
portional Representation (PR)
have gained traction. However,
experts caution that PR carries
significant drawbacks that may
outweigh its perceived
fairness.

Under India’s FPTP system,
voters choose individual candi-
dates, and the candidate with
the most votes in a constituency
wins. Losing candidates receive
no representation, even if their
vote counts are nearly equal to
the winner’s. This system can
create disparities between vote
share and seat share but en-
sures that governments have a
clear mandate.

By contrast, PR systems,
where parties are awarded
seats based on overall vote
share, can produce highly pro-
portional outcomes but often
result in fragmented, unstable
coalitions. Israel’s experience
illustrates this: governments
are frequently formed through
alliances of 20-30 parties, giv-
ing small or extremist factions
disproportionate influence.
Only nine out of 25 Israeli gov-
ernments have completed a full
term, raising questions about
PR’s effectiveness in a large
and diverse country like
India.

PR also weakens the link be-

Raises Eyebrows

-
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tween legislators and voters.
Candidates are elected based on
party lists rather than personal
constituencies, turning repre-
sentatives into “rubber stamps”
for party leadership. In India,
where political parties already
wield substantial power
through mechanisms like the
anti-defection law, such a shift
could further diminish voter
influence.

Additionally, PR incentivizes
parties to appeal to narrow sec-
tions of the electorate, allowing
fringe groups to gain influence
without broad-based support. In
India’s diverse polity, this could
amplify the role of extremist or
sectarian parties, undermining
governance and social
cohesion.

Experts argue that the focus
should instead be on strength-
ening the legitimacy of elec-
tions under FPTP. Measures
such as ensuring the independ-
ence of the Election Commis-
sion, curbing electoral corrup-
tion, and reconsidering the
anti-defection law are seen as
critical steps to improve voter
confidence. While mixed sys-
tems combining FPTP and pro-
portional elements exist in
countries like Germany, any
electoral reform must consider
India’s unique political and so-
cial context.

The Bihar results highlight
the tension between fairness
and effectiveness in electoral
systems, but analysts warn that
adopting PR without addressing
these structural issues could
create more problems than it
solves.

UP Government’s Bid to Withdraw Akhlaq Case
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As urban areas across In-
dia grapple with the growing
stray dog population, experts
emphasize that the solution
lies in humane management
rather than fear or culling. In
neighbourhoods across Del-
hi, programmes focused on
kindness, trust, and coopera-
tion have demonstrated that
reducing stray dog numbers
humanely is not only possi-
ble but sustainable.

Activists and veterinari-
ans argue that community
engagement is key. “The solu-
tion begins with building
trust with animals, educat-
ing residents, and promoting
responsible ownership,” says
animal welfare expert Sand-
eep Joshi. Neighbourhoods
that implement structured
sterilization, vaccination,
and adoption programmes
have seen tangible reduc-
tions in stray dog popula-
tions without resorting to in-
humane methods.

Sterilization and vaccina-
tion, commonly referred to
as the ABC (Animal Birth
Control) programme, have
been pivotal. Dogs are cap-

tured, neutered or spayed,
vaccinated against rabies,
and then returned to their fa-
miliar areas. Studies from
Delhi and other cities show
that over time, this approach
leads to a gradual decline in
stray populations and reduc-
es incidences of dog bites
and disease transmission.

Education also plays a cru-
cial role. Communities that
teach children and adults
how to coexist with stray ani-
mals—feeding them safely,
avoiding provocation, and re-
porting unwell animals—see
fewer conflicts. “Fear and ag-
gression stem from misun-
derstanding,” says Navtej Jo-
har, an animal rights
advocate. “When people treat
dogs with respect, dogs recip-
rocate with calm
behaviour.”

Adoption drives and foster-
ing initiatives further com-
plement these strategies.
Shelters and NGOs facilitate
adoption of dogs that can be
integrated into homes, while
community volunteers pro-
vide temporary care for in-
jured or vulnerable strays.

This dual approach—reduc-
ing numbers humanely while
ensuring care for existing
animals—balances popula-
tion control with animal
welfare.

Critics of traditional cull-
ing methods point out that
such practices fail to address
the root causes of overpopu-
lation. Dogs often return to
the same areas, and without
vaccination, rabies risks per-
sist. Humane methods, by
contrast, tackle both popula-
tion growth and public
health concerns, creating a
safer environment for hu-
mans and animals alike.

As cities expand and hu-
man-animal interactions in-
crease, adopting a compas-
sionate, evidence-based
approach is essential. Hu-
mane population manage-
ment is not a dream; it is a
proven reality in many parts
of Delhi. The challenge now
lies in scaling these efforts
nationwide, fostering aware-
ness, and encouraging col-
laboration between resi-
dents, authorities, and
welfare organisations.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s recent attempt to with-
draw from the prosecution in
the 2015 Mohammed Akhlaq
lynching case has sparked
widespread concern about po-
litical interference in justice.
The lynching, in which Akhlaq
was brutally killed by a mob
over a baseless rumour, re-
mains etched in public memo-
ry as a symbol of communal
violence and the fragility of
social harmony.

Under Section 360 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), the state can
recommend withdrawal from
prosecution, but the law now
requires that the court hear
the victim’s family before ap-
proving any such request. This
safeguard ensures that the vic-

tim’s voice remains central,
preventing quiet administra-
tive decisions that could un-
dermine justice.

Legal experts stress that the
Akhlaq case is far from a rou-
tine matter. “A man was
lynched in his own home. This
isnot a case that can be treated
as dispensable when political
winds change,” said senior ad-
vocate Sanjay Hegde. The pros-
ecution must weigh the evi-
dence carefully and resist any
attempts to serve political con-
venience. Past instances in UP,
where withdrawal powers
were allegedly used to shield
senior political leaders, have
raised doubts about the moti-
vations behind such moves.

The law now places a dual
responsibility: prosecutors

must act independently, and
judges must scrutinize with-
drawal applications thorough-
ly, demanding full disclosure
of reasons and assessing
broader public impact. Courts
have rejected similar requests
in the past when motives were
questionable, and a lynching
case warrants even stricter
scrutiny.

For Akhlaq’s family, the law
offers a right to be heard, but
the emotional and social bur-
den is heavy. Opposing with-
drawal forces them to reopen
painful wounds, while accept-
ing it would mean surrender-
ing hope of a full trial, poten-
tially sending a troubling
message to victims of commu-
nal violence nationwide.

Experts note that India’s for-

mal withdrawal mechanism
contrasts with systems like the
U.S., where political influence
on prosecutions is limited by
structural and public over-
sight. In India, the onus falls
heavily on prosecutors, judges,
and now victims to safeguard
justice.

The Akhlaq case under-
scores the delicate balance be-
tween law and political power.
Courts must ensure that any
withdrawal is genuinely in
public interest, not politically
motivated, reaffirming that
the justice system remains
steadfast. Upholding prosecu-
tion in this case would signal
that justice in India is not a
seasonal exercise but a princi-
ple that stands firm, even un-
der pressure.
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Parliament is a place for delivery, not
drama: PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday em-
phasized that Parliament
should be a forum for re-
sults and constructive de-
bate, not political theat-
rics, ahead of the Winter
Session. Speaking to re-
porters outside the Parlia-
ment, he highlighted con-
cerns over the increasing
use of legislative proceed-
ings as a platform for po-
litical posturing.

“Parliament is not a
place for drama; it is a
place for delivery,” Modi
stated, criticizing the Op-
position for turning the
House into a “warm-up
arena for elections” or an
outlet for frustration fol-
lowing electoral setbacks.
He urged lawmakers to
prioritize responsibility
and effective governance
over political
point-scoring.

Modi stressed that the
Winter Session should
serve as a stage for con-
structive discussions and
policy-focused delibera-
tions rather than repeti-
tive arguments and theat-
rics. He offered to share
insights with the Opposi-
tion on bringing positivi-
ty into politics, under-
scoring the need for a
collaborative approach to
legislative work that ben-

\

efits the nation.

The Prime Minister’s
remarks come amid con-
cerns over rising confron-
tations in Parliament in
recent sessions, where
disruptions have often de-
layed debates on key bills
and policy matters. By
calling for a focus on de-
livery, Modi reinforced
the government’s mes-
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sage that legislative work
should prioritize citizens’
welfare and progress
rather than partisan
conflict.

Political analysts note
that Modi’s comments re-
flect an ongoing push by
the ruling party to stream-
line parliamentary busi-
ness and reduce procedur-
al disruptions, especially

INDIA

during sessions dealing
with major policy reforms
and budgetary
discussions.

Lawmakers from both
sides will now be under
public scrutiny to ensure
that the Winter Session
remains focused on gov-
ernance and legislative ef-
ficiency, addressing press-
ing issues rather than

engaging in theatrics.

Modi concluded by re-
minding all parties that
responsibility, dialogue,
and results should define
parliamentary work, sign-
aling a push for a more
mature and constructive
political discourse as the
nation prepares for cru-
cial legislative decisions
in the coming weeks.

Shinde Urges Focus on Local Issues Ahead of Elections

Y

\. L ir'

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde has urged political
leaders and party workers
to prioritize local issues
in upcoming elections,
downplaying recent alle-
gations exchanged be-
tween him and Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde’s
rival factions. Speaking
from Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar, Shinde ac-

knowledged past disagree-
ments, saying, “Yes, it’s
true that I made allega-
tions against the CM, and
he also made allegations
against me. But you need
to understand that these
elections are local elec-
tions, which are fought on
very local issues and are
fought by the local party
workers.”

Shinde emphasized that
while political differences

exist at the leadership lev-
el, local elections should
focus on grassroots con-
cerns rather than broader
political disputes. “Big po-
litical issues do not need
to be brought up in these
local body elections,” he
added, highlighting the
importance of addressing
the immediate needs of
citizens through munici-
pal and local governance.

Despite downplaying

the conflicts, Shinde ac-
knowledged the motiva-
tional role of senior lead-
ers in election campaigns.
He noted that party work-
ers appreciate seeing their
leadership actively par-
ticipate in canvassing and
supporting local candi-
dates. “Party workers like
to see their senior leader-
ship come and join them
in these election cam-
paigns,” Shinde said, un-

derlining the significance
of visible leadership in
mobilizing support at the
local level.

Political analysts say
Shinde’s remarks appear
aimed at calming intra-
party tensions ahead of
elections, signaling a
pragmatic approach
where local governance
priorities are emphasized
over leadership rivalries.
By focusing on communi-
ty-level issues, leaders
hope to strengthen voter
engagement and ensure
that election campaigns
remain constructive and
issue-oriented.

Shinde’s comments
come amid ongoing specu-
lation about internal dy-
namics within the Maha-
rashtra government, but
he stressed that effective
local governance and elec-
tion campaigning require
cooperation between lead-
ers and party workers.
His message reinforces
the idea that, despite dif-
ferences, senior figures
must present a united
front to support the demo-
cratic process and the
functioning of local
bodies.

PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | New
Delhi

On the occasion of Bor-
der Security Force (BSF)
Raising Day, Prime Min-
ister extended his heart-
felt greetings to all BSF
personnel, commending
their dedication, profes-
sionalism, and humani-
tarian service. In a state-
ment released on Monday,
the Prime Minister said,
“BSF symbolises India’s
unwavering resolve and
utmost professionalism.
Their sense of duty is ex-
emplary. They serve in
some of the most chal-
lenging terrains.”

The Prime Minister
highlighted the dual role
of the force in safeguard-
ing the nation while up-
holding humanitarian
values. “Alongside their
valour, their humanitar-
ian spirit is also excep-
tional,” he added, noting
the sacrifices and com-
mitment of BSF person-
nel in maintaining na-
tional security across
India’s borders.

Celebrated annually to
mark the establishment
of the BSF in 1965, Rais-
ing Day serves as a re-
minder of the force’s piv-
otal role in defending the

Extends Greetings on BSF Raising Day

country against external
threats, including border
management, counter-in-
surgency operations, and
anti-smuggling initia-
tives. The Prime Minister
praised the personnel for
their relentless vigilance,
stating that the BSF’s
contribution goes beyond
protection, extending to
support for communities
in border areas and disas-
ter relief operations.

He also recognized the
personal sacrifices made
by BSF members and
their families, emphasiz-
ing that their dedication
ensures the safety and
sovereignty of India. “My
best wishes to the force in
their pursuit of serving
and protecting our na-
tion,” the Prime Minister
said, urging citizens to
acknowledge and honor
the commitment and

bravery of these front-
line defenders.

BSF Raising Day cele-
brations typically in-
clude parades, award cer-
emonies, and
demonstrations of opera-
tional capabilities, re-
flecting the force’s rich
legacy and its evolving
role in national security.
The Prime Minister’s
message reinforces the
government’s commit-

ment to supporting the
force and acknowledging
the indispensable role of
BSF personnel in safe-
guarding India’s borders
and upholding the na-
tion’s values.

The occasion also
serves to inspire the next
generation of security
personnel, highlighting
the importance of cour-
age, discipline, and ser-
vice to the nation.
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‘Will Go If He Invites’: Siddaramaiah On

DK Shivakumar’s Proposed Meeting

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah on
Monday said he has not
yet received an invita-
tion from Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivaku-
mar for the breakfast he
had been promised, but
added he would attend
whenever invited.
Speaking to reporters,
Siddaramaiah said, “If I
am invited to breakfast
by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Shivakumar, I am
ready to go. He had said
Ishould come to his res-
idence for breakfast on
Tuesday, but until now, I
have not received any
call.”

Shivakumar, who is
also state Congress
chief and a key contend-
er for the Chief Minis-
ter’s post, had earlier
suggested that the two
leaders are working
closely together. After a
breakfast meeting at the
CM’s residence on No-
vember 30, he had said,
“The CM and I had a
breakfast meeting. The
CM will also visit my
residence for dinner in
the next two days,” em-
phasizing their unity

b2

and alignment with the
party high command.

However, when asked
about inviting Siddara-
maiah for breakfast,
Shivakumar remarked
that the matter con-
cerns only the two of
them. “Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and I are
working together like
brothers. We participat-
ed in the breakfast meet-
ing only because of me-
dia pressure,” he said,
downplaying reports of
factions within the
party.

Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao also
addressed the matter,
noting that breakfast,
lunch, and dinner meet-
ings would continue to
allow leaders to discuss
political and adminis-
trative matters. “Shiva-
kumar had stated he
was invited for break-
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fast by CM Siddaramai-
ah, and in that context,
he had also said he
would invite the CM in
return,” Rao
explained.

Rao stressed that
there is no confusion
within the party, and
that all decisions will
be guided by the high
command. “The Chief
Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister are
united and will move
forward together. Dis-
cussions on leadership
should not take place
in the interest of the
party and the govern-
ment,” he added. He
further dismissed me-
dia speculation about a
crisis in November, as-
serting that the party
is moving ahead in
unity after clarifying
any perceived
confusion.

Supreme CourtTo Hear Tamil
Nadu Voter Roll Plea On Dec 4

TPN Correspondent
|Lucknow

Actor Vijay’s TVK par-
ty, which had moved the
Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Election
Commission’s Special
Summary Revision
(SSR) of the voter rolls
in Tamil Nadu, submit-
ted concerns regarding
the pressures faced by
officials responsible for
the exercise. The party
highlighted that Angan-
wadi workers and other
personnel designated as
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) are under im-
mense work pressure
from authorities during
the voter roll update
process.

During the proceed-
ings, TVK contended
that in some areas, the
police have registered
First Information Re-
ports (FIRs) against
BLOs under the Repre-
sentation of Peoples’
Act, which carries a po-
tential prison term of up
to three months. The
party argued that these
legal actions are creat-
ing undue stress and
may affect the fairness
and accuracy of the vot-
er roll revision process.

The submissions em-
phasized the burden
placed on grassroots-lev-
el workers, who are often
overworked and under
scrutiny while perform-

e

ing responsibilities such
as verifying voter de-
tails, updating informa-
tion, and ensuring com-
pliance with electoral
regulations.

After brief argu-
ments, the Supreme
Court, led by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, ob-
served that these con-
cerns would be
examined during the full
hearing of the Tamil
Nadu SSR-related pleas.
The bench scheduled the
hearing for December 4,
2025, indicating that the
apex court will scruti-
nize the procedural and
administrative aspects
of the voter roll exercise
and assess the implica-
tions for officials tasked
with implementation.

Legal experts note
that the case could have
broader ramifications
for electoral administra-
tion in Tamil Nadu, par-
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ticularly regarding the
workload of BLOs and
the accountability mech-
anisms applied to them.

The hearing has
drawn attention due to
the involvement of a
high-profile political
party, ongoing scrutiny
of the Election Commis-
sion’s processes, and
concerns over the treat-
ment of frontline elec-
tion workers. Observers
say the Supreme Court’s
decision could influence
future voter roll exercis-
es and clarify the legal
responsibilities of BLLOs
and other personnel in-
volved in election
administration.

This case underscores
the balance the court
must maintain between
efficient electoral pro-
cesses and protection of
workers’ rights in In-
dia’s democratic
system.

Air Marshal Tejbir Singh Takes

Charge as DG (

Air Marshal Tejbir
Singh assumed charge
as Director General (In-
spection & Safety) at Air
Headquarters on Mon-
day, marking a new
chapter in the leader-
ship of the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

An alumnus of the
Royal College of De-
fence Studies (RCDS),
UK, Air Marshal Singh
brings over 37 years of
distinguished service to
the role, having logged
more than 7,000 flying
hours. He is widely rec-
ognized for his pioneer-
ing contributions to the
C-130J Special Opera-
tions capability, under-
scoring his expertise in
both operational and
strategic aspects of the
IAF.

He succeeds Air Mar-
shal M B Ranade, who
superannuated on 30 No-
vember 2025 after 39
years of exemplary ser-
vice, leaving behind a

legacy of professional-
ism and leadership.

Air Marshal Singh’s
appointment as DG (In-
spection & Safety) plac-
es him at the helm of
aircraft safety, opera-
tional readiness, and in-
spection protocols, a
critical role ensuring
the effectiveness and
safety of the IAF’s as-

Inspection & Safety)
v

&

sets and personnel.

IAF officials high-
lighted that his exten-
sive experience, includ-
ing operational missions
and command appoint-
ments, positions him to
further enhance the
force’s inspection and
safety standards across
its diverse fleet.
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Trump Pardons Gonvicted Cocaine
Trafficker Amid Venezuela Crackdown

Imran Khan’s Sons Raise
Alarm Over Father’s
Wellbeing

TPN correspondent - Colombo

The sons of Pakistan’s jailed
former Prime Minister Imran
Khan have voiced grave con-
cerns over his condition, saying
it has been over three weeks
with no evidence that he is still
alive. Speaking to Reuters,
Kasim Khan described the un-
certainty as a form of “psycho-
logical torture,” highlighting the
family’s distress over blocked
court-ordered prison visits and
rumors of possible transfers.

“Not knowing whether your
father is safe, injured or even
alive is a form of psychological
torture,” Kasim said. He added
that there has been no indepen-
dently verified communication
for months, and the family fears
authorities may be hiding
“something irreversible” about
Khan’s health. The family has
repeatedly requested access for
Khan’s personal physician, who
has been denied entry for over a
year.

A jail official, speaking anony-
mously, assured that Khan, 72,
was in good health and was not
scheduled for transfer to a high-
er-security facility. Pakistan’s
Interior Ministry did not com-
ment. Khan has been impris-
oned since August 2023 following
convictions in multiple cases he

describes as politically motivat-
ed, including the Toshakhana
gift scandal, a diplomatic cable
leak, and a graft case linked to
the Al-Qadir Trust. His party, Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
claims the prosecutions aim to
remove him from public and
electoral life.

The lack of information has
intensified the family’s anxiety.
Television channels have report-
edly been instructed not to use
Khan’s name or image, leaving
only a grainy court photograph
online. Kasim and his older
brother Suleiman Isa Khan, who
live in London with their mother
Jemima Goldsmith, emphasized
that their appeals for access have
been ignored.

“This is not just a political dis-
pute. It is a human rights emer-
gency,” Kasim said, urging inter-
national pressure to restore
court-ordered access. The sons
stress that while they draw
strength from their father, they
urgently need confirmation that
he is safe.

The family continues to pur-
sue internal and external chan-
nels, including appeals to hu-
man rights organizations, to
ensure Khan’s wellbeing is inde-
pendently verified and his rights
protected.

Deadly Floods Ravage
Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Thailand

TPN Correspondent | Washington

Severe flooding triggered by
heavy rains has devastated parts
of Southeast and South Asia,
with recovery and relief opera-
tions underway as authorities
continue to assess the full scale
of casualties. The disaster has
already claimed at least 469 lives
in Indonesia, 162 in Thailand,
and 334 in Sri Lanka, according
to official figures.

In Indonesia, flash floods and
landslides struck West Sumatra,
particularly in the Agam regen-
cy, leaving communities buried
under mud and debris. Indone-
sian soldiers and rescue teams
are working tirelessly to locate
survivors and clear rubble, pro-
viding emergency aid to affected
families. Local authorities warn
that the death toll could rise as
more remote areas are reached
and missing persons accounted
for.

Thailand has also been severe-
ly affected, with floods inundat-
ing low-lying provinces and dis-
placing thousands. Rescue teams
are using boats and helicopters
to evacuate residents from sub-
merged villages, while relief
agencies distribute food, clean
water, and medical supplies to
those stranded.

Sri Lanka faces one of its
worst flood crises in recent

years, as overflowing rivers and
landslides have left hundreds
dead and thousands homeless.
The government has mobilized
military units and volunteers to
assist in search and rescue op-
erations, while international aid
groups step in to support relief
efforts.

Authorities across the three
countries have warned residents
toremain vigilant as heavy rain-
fall is expected to continue in
some regions. Roads remain
blocked, and power outages com-
plicate relief work, creating ur-
gent challenges for recovery
teams.

The floods have prompted gov-
ernments to urge citizens to fol-
low safety advisories and to relo-
cate to higher ground where
possible. While the immediate
priority is rescue and humani-
tarian assistance, officials stress
the need for longer-term meas-
ures to mitigate future disasters,
including improved flood man-
agement and early warning
systems.

As communities grapple with
the devastation, the focus re-
mains on saving lives and pro-
viding essential aid to survivors,
with officials cautioning that the
human and economic toll may
continue to grow in the coming
days.

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald
Trump has sparked contro-
versy by granting a full par-
don to former Honduran
President Juan Orlando
Hernandez, a convicted co-
caine trafficker, even as he
announced a major “war on
drugs” targeting Venezue-
la. Hernandez was extra-
dited to the US in 2022 and
sentenced to 45 years in
prison for aiding the smug-
gling of hundreds of tons
of cocaine from Venezuela
into the United States, in a
case involving guns and
large-scale drug
trafficking.

Trump’s announcement
came shortly after he out-
lined a broad military and
diplomatic operation
against alleged drug net-
works linked to Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro.
The administration classi-
fied the Venezuelan cartel,
Cartel of the Suns, as a for-
eign terrorist organization,
authorised strikes on sus-
pected drug-trafficking ves-
sels, and deployed Marines
and warships to the Carib-
bean to prevent cocaine

flows into the US.

Despite these measures,
Trump justified the pardon
for Hernandez in a social
media post, claiming the
former president had been
“treated very harshly and
unfairly” and citing advice
from “many people that I
greatly respect.” The tim-
ing of the pardon, just days
before Honduras’ presiden-
tial election, was widely
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seen as politically motivat-
ed, benefiting the conserva-
tive party nominee Nasry
Asfura.

The decision drew sharp
criticism from both Ameri-
can and Honduran officials.
Prosecutors highlighted
Hernandez’s misuse of
power, ties to criminal traf-
fickers, and the “unfathom-
able destruction” caused by
his cocaine operations, ar-

guing he should remain in
prison. Virginia Senator
Tim Kaine called the par-
don “unconscionable,” say-
ing it undermined Trump’s
proclaimed efforts to com-
bat illegal narcotics.
Hernandez, 57, became
one of the most high-profile
figures to be pardoned de-
spite a federal conviction
for transnational drug traf-
ficking. The move raises

questions about the coher-
ence of US drug policy, as it
combines aggressive rheto-
ric against Venezuela with
the controversial release of
a convicted trafficker with
extensive ties to Venezue-
lan cocaine networks.

Critics argue the pardon
could embolden traffickers
and weaken the credibility
of US anti-narcotics efforts
in Latin America.

Sheikh Hasina’s Family Hit With Fresh Sentences
In Corruption Case

TPN Correspondent |
Dhaka

In a landmark ver-
dict, a Dhaka court on
Monday sentenced de-
posed Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to five years in
jail in a high-profile
land scam case. Her
niece, British MP Tulip
Siddiq, received a two-
year jail term, while
Hasina’s sister, Sheikh
Rehana, was handed a
seven-year sentence.
The case involved a to-
tal of 17 convicts, all
fined Tk 1 lakh each,
with an additional six
months in jail if fines
are unpaid.

The Special Judge’s
Court-4, presided over
by Judge Md Rabiul
Alam, delivered the
verdict in the absence
of the accused. Siddigq,
who is based in Lon-
don, strongly denies

ing in India since flee-
ing Bangladesh on Au-
gust 5 last year amid
massive protests that
toppled her Awami
League government.
She was earlier de-
clared a fugitive and,
last month, sentenced
to death in absentia for
“crimes against hu-
manity” during the
crackdown on student-
led protests.

Bangladesh has for-
mally requested India
to extradite Hasina,
with authorities stat-
ing that the judicial
process has been com-
pleted. New Delhi has
confirmed it is exam-
ining the request, em-
phasizing its commit-
ment to the interests
of the Bangladeshi
people.

The convictions
mark a significant
turn in Bangladesh’s

the charges and is un-
likely to serve her sen-
tence, as the UK does
not have an extradition
treaty with Bangla-
desh. Her lawyers ar-
gued she is not a Bang-

ladeshi citizen, citing
lack of ID and passport
since childhood.

The case centers on
allegations that Hasi-
na, in collusion with
senior Rajuk officials,

illegally acquired six
plots in Dhaka’s Pur-
bachal New Town pro-
ject for herself, her
family, and relatives,
including Siddiq’s
mother and siblings.

Siddiq was accused of
influencing Hasina to
secure plots for Reha-
na, Bobby, and Azmina.
This marks the fourth
graft verdict against
Hasina, filed by the An-

ti-Corruption Commis-
sion (ACC), which has
been investigating ir-
regularities in land al-
location during her
tenure.

Hasina has been liv-

political landscape,
with most senior Awa-
mi League leaders ei-
ther detained or hav-
ing fled the country
since Hasina’s govern-
ment fell.

Elon Musk Shares Shivon Zilis'Indian Roots, Son Named After
Nobel Laureate

TPN Correspondent | Abuja,
Nigeria

In arecent interview
on his show People by
WTE, SpaceX and Tesla
CEO Elon Musk re-
vealed that his partner
Shivon Zilis is “half-
Indian” and that one of
their children’s middle
names, Sekhar, honors

Nobel laureate Sub-
rahmanyan Chan-
drasekhar. Chan-
drasekhar, an
Indian-American as-
trophysicist, won the
1983 Nobel Prize in
Physics for his pioneer-
ing work on the struc-
ture and evolution of
stars.

Musk shared that Zi-
lis was adopted as a
baby and grew up in
Canada. “I think her fa-
ther was like an ex-
change student at the
university... she was
given up for adoption,”
he explained, noting
that she did not spend
time in India. Despite

her upbringing outside
India, Musk empha-
sized the family’s con-
nection to her Indian
heritage through their
children.

The couple has four
children together:
twins Strider and Az-
ure, a daughter Arca-
dia, and a son Seldon

Lycurgus. Zilis serves
as Director of Opera-
tions and Special Pro-
jects at Neuralink, one
of Musk’s ventures,
where she plays a key
role in the company’s
technological
initiatives.

By choosing the mid-
dle name Sekhar for

their son, Musk high-
lighted his admiration
for Chandrasekhar’s
scientific achieve-
ments. The Nobel lau-
reate’s contributions to
astrophysics, particu-
larly the theoretical un-
derstanding of star for-
mation and evolution,
are widely celebrated
globally.

Musk’s disclosure
sheds light on Zilis’
multicultural back-
ground and the fami-
ly’s appreciation for
science and heritage.
In addition to his pub-
lic ventures in space,
electric vehicles, and
artificial intelligence,
Musk’s personal anec-
dotes provide a glimpse
into his family life and
the values he hopes to
instill in his children.

This interview adds
a personal dimension
to Musk’s public per-
sona, connecting his
family’s identity with
scientific legacy and
cultural heritage,
while also highlighting
Zilis’ important profes-
sional role within
Musk’s business
ecosystem.
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Nifty December Seasonality: 60% Success
Rate Over Last Decade

The Nifty 50 has start-
ed the December series
on a strong note, climb-
ing to a fresh lifetime
high of 26,310.45 on
Thursday, ending a
14-month rally drought.
Market participants are
optimistic that the rally
could continue through-
out the month, support-
ed by December’s his-
torically favourable
seasonality.

Over the past 10 years,
the Nifty has delivered
positive returns in six
out of ten Decembers,
translating to a 60% suc-
cess rate. On average,
December returns have
been around 1.6%, de-
spite typically lower
global market activity
ahead of Christmas and
New Year holidays.

Institutional flows
have also historically
bolstered December ral-
lies. Foreign Institution-
al Investors (FIIs) were
net buyers in six of the
past ten Decembers,
while Domestic Institu-
tional Investors (DIIs)
maintained a stronger
buying streak, injecting
funds in seven Decem-
bers over the same
period.

Examining the dec-
ade-long trend, the Nifty
ended December higher
in 2015, 2017, 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2023, while
closing in the red in
2016, 2018, 2022, and
2024, with declines rang-
ing from 0.13% to0 3.48%.
The sharpest December

rally occurred in 2023,
when the index surged
7.94%, closely followed
by a 7.81% jump in 2020.
Other notable gains in-
clude 2.97% in 2017 and
2.18% in 2021, while 2015
and 2019 delivered mod-
est increases of 0.15%
and 0.93%, respectively.

ECONOMY

Analysts suggest that
December’s perfor-
mance is influenced by a
combination of domes-
tic investor sentiment,
institutional inflows,
and end-of-year portfo-
lio adjustments. The
early signs of strength
in 2025, along with posi-

tive global cues, could
help sustain
momentum.

As investors position
themselves for the last
month of the calendar
year, market watchers
will closely track earn-
ings announcements,
foreign fund flows, and

macroeconomic indica-
tors to gauge whether
the seasonal trend con-
tinues. If historical
trends hold, December
could again provide a
boost to the benchmark
index, reinforcing opti-
mism among market
participants.

RBI Issues 244 Consolidated Master Directions
to Ease Compliance

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday issued 244
consolidated Master Direc-
tions (MDs), aiming to
streamline regulatory com-
pliance for banks and other
financial institutions. The
move comes after a compre-
hensive review of nearly 3,500
existing directions, circulars,
and guidelines issued over
the decades.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, RBI Deputy Governor
Shirish Chandra Murmu
said, “These 244 MDs consoli-
date all the regulatory in-
structions issued to the Regu-
lated Entities (REs) over
several decades which are
currently administered by
the Department of Regula-
tion.” The consolidation is ex-
pected to simplify adherence
to RBI norms and reduce the
compliance burden on finan-
cial institutions.

The MDs cover a wide
range of regulatory aspects,
including banking opera-
tions, risk management, cor-
porate governance, pruden-
tial norms, customer
protection, and digital bank-
ing regulations. By repealing
outdated or redundant direc-
tives, the RBI aims to enhance
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operational efficiency and en-
sure that regulated entities
can focus on core banking ac-
tivities without navigating
overlapping instructions.
The move also aligns with
the RBI’s broader objective of
regulatory simplification and
transparency. Analysts be-
lieve that consolidating dec-
ades of instructions into a
single, structured framework

will help improve compliance
monitoring and make regula-
tory expectations clearer for
banks, non-banking financial
companies, and other finan-
cial institutions.

Murmu emphasized that
the review and consolidation
exercise reflects the RBI’s
commitment to modernizing
its regulatory framework,
keeping pace with evolving

financial markets, technologi-
cal advancements, and the
growing complexity of the
banking sector.

Financial sector experts
have welcomed the move, not-
ing that it will reduce ambi-
guity and enable REs to allo-
cate resources more
efficiently toward business
growth while ensuring adher-
ence to prudential norms.

The consolidated Master Di-
rections are now accessible
on the RBI’s official website
and will serve as the primary
reference point for regulated
entities going forward.

This step is expected to
mark a significant milestone
in easing regulatory compli-
ance while maintaining
strong oversight over the fi-
nancial system.

Govt Reforms, Manufacturing Boost Q2
GDP to 8.2%: Goyal

India’s economy re-
corded a strong 8.2%
growth in the second
quarter (Q2) of 2025-26,
driven by government
reforms, a manufactur-
ing push, and robust

performance in the ser-
vices sector, said Com-
merce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
on Saturday.
Addressing the me-
dia, Goyal highlighted

that the government’s
initiatives to enhance
ease of doing business,
streamline regulatory
processes, and support
domestic manufactur-
ing have contributed
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significantly to the
strong economic perfor-
mance. He added that
the reforms have provid-
ed a conducive environ-
ment for growth across
sectors.

Goyal also noted that
India’s merchandise
and services exports
have recorded high
growth during April-Oc-
tober of the current fis-
cal year, despite global
uncertainties in trade.
Merchandise exports
rose marginally by
0.63% to $254.25 billion,
while imports increased
by 6.37% to $451.08 bil-
lion in the same period.

“We will continue to
see relentless growth,”
the minister said, stress-
ing that India’s focus on
strengthening industri-
al output, boosting do-
mestic manufacturing,
and promoting exports
will help sustain mo-
mentum in the coming
quarters.

The manufacturing
sector showed a marked
improvement, benefit-
ing from government
schemes and policy in-
terventions aimed at en-
hancing competitive-
ness and technological
adoption. The services

sector also contributed
to the overall growth, re-
flecting strong domestic
demand and recovery in
trade, IT, and financial
services.

Economic analysts
said the Q2 growth is a
six-quarter high, under-
lining India’s resilience
amid global economic
challenges. They attrib-
uted the performance to
a combination of policy
reforms, export growth,
and domestic
consumption.

With continued em-
phasis on reforms, inno-
vation, and export pro-
motion, the government
expects sustained
growth and stability in
India’s economic trajec-
tory for the remainder
of the fiscal year.

The strong Q2 num-
bers reaffirm India’s po-
sition as one of the fast-
est-growing major
economies globally,
highlighting the impact
of pro-growth policies
and structural reforms.
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India Posts Six-Quarter
High GDP Growth of
8.2% inQ2FY26

India’s economy grew by
8.2% in Q2 of 2025-26, mark-
ing a six-quarter high,
driven by a robust manu-
facturing surge and strong
services sector perfor-
mance, according to data
from the National Statis-
tics Office (NSO).

The manufacturing sec-
tor expanded 9.1%, up from
2.2% in the year-ago peri-
od, as factories ramped up
production ahead of the
festive season following the
GST rate cut on September
22. The services sector re-
corded 10.2% growth, sup-
ported by banking, real es-
tate, and other service
industries. However, the
agriculture sector slowed,
with growth declining to
3.5% from 4.1% in the same
period last year.

The first half of FY26
saw a GDP growth of 8%,
up from 6.1% in H1 FY25,
positioning India to poten-
tially exceed the annual
growth target of 6.3-6.8%
projected in the Economic
Survey. The Real Private
Final Consumption Ex-
penditure (PFCE) rose
7.9%, indicating healthy
domestic demand.

Analysts noted that while
government final consump-
tion moderated due to weak

revenue spending, strong
gross capital formation
and the GST-driven manu-
facturing push helped
boost GDP. Deloitte India
economist Rumki Majum-
dar said, “With festive
spending and GST 2.0 mo-
mentum likely to continue
into Q3, full-year growth
estimates may be revised
upward.”

The nominal GDP for Q2
FY26 stood at ¥85.25 lakh
crore, up 8.7% from 78.40
lakh crore a year ago, while
gross fixed capital forma-
tion grew 7.3%, compared
t0 6.7% in Q2 FY25.

Experts caution that
while the GDP growth is
impressive, the low GDP
deflator and nominal
growth may pose challeng-
es for fiscal deficit and debt
ratios. ICra Chief Econo-
mist Aditi Nayar said, “De-
spite the strong Q2 growth,
factors such as US tariffs
and limited government
capital spending could tem-
per momentum, but FY26
growth is set to comforta-
bly exceed 7%.”

India’s Q2 performance
reaffirms its position as
the world’s fastest-growing
major economy, surpassing
China’s 4.8% growth dur-
ing the same period.

Rupee Slips 7 Paise to 89.43

The Indian rupee fell 7 pai-
se to settle at 89.43 against the
U.S. dollar on Friday, pres-
sured by a stronger green-
back and rising crude oil pric-
es in global markets.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened at 89.41 and touched
an intra-day low of 89.49 be-
fore closing at 89.43 (provi-
sional). Forex traders noted
that subdued domestic equity
markets and foreign fund out-
flows further weighed on the
currency.

Market participants were
also cautious ahead of the re-
lease of key domestic macro-
economic data, which could
influence near-term currency
movements.

“The rupee was under pres-
sure from external factors,
including a firm U.S. dollar
and rising crude prices, along

Against U.S. Dollar
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with domestic equity weak-
ness,” said a forex trader.

The depreciation comes
amid a strengthening U.S. dol-
lar globally, which has im-
pacted several emerging mar-
ket currencies in recent
weeks. Analysts said that con-
tinued volatility in crude oil
prices and foreign capital
flows could keep the rupee
under pressure in the near
term.

Despite the slip, the rupee
remains within its recent
trading range against the
greenback, reflecting inves-
tor caution ahead of key eco-
nomic indicators and global
market developments.

Investors will closely watch
upcoming economic data, in-
cluding trade and inflation
figures, which could deter-
mine the rupee’s trajectory in
the final weeks of 2025.
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Bengaluru’s crumbling roads
have long been a sore spot for
its residents, but a recent inci-
dent near KR Road has pushed
the frustration to new heights
— or depths. A pothole nearly
half a foot deep was spotted
covered by an old couch, report-
edly placed there by local shop-
keepers as a warning for driv-
ers and two-wheelers.

The unusual workaround
gained attention after a photo
of the scene was shared on Red-
dit. The uploader explained
that despite the pothole being a
hazard large enough to trap a
scooter wheel, civic authorities
had done little beyond placing
traffic cones and barricades.

“The shopkeepers didn’t
complain or attempt to fix it,
they just placed a couch there,”
the user wrote, noting how pe-
destrians and drivers merely
avoid the pothole instead of ad-
dressing the larger issue. The
Redditor also mentioned filing
a complaint through the Nam-
ma Bengaluru (Sahaya) app,
but said no response was re-

Modern Solutions

ceived from civic authorities.

The image has since gone vi-
ral and reignited public anger
over BBMP’s (now GBA’s) inac-
tion. “I honestly don’t expect
anything from the authorities,”
the Reddit user added. “Unless
people force change, things will
remain the same for another
decade.”

This pothole protest comes
amid increasing scrutiny of
Bengaluru’s urban infrastruc-
ture. Recent comments from
top entrepreneurs like Rajan
Anandan and Aadit Palicha
highlight growing concern
about the city’s traffic conges-
tion and road conditions, while
civic issues have sparked politi-
cal debates between BJP and
Congress leaders.

While the couch-covered pot-
hole may have served as a crea-
tive — albeit desperate — safety
measure, it also symbolizes the
city’s deeper problem: citizens
losing faith in civic accounta-
bility and choosing to impro-
vise rather than wait for offi-
cial action.

Viral Metro Art Mistaken for
Madhubani Is Actually Warli,
Confirms Al

A viral image showing a met-
ro coach covered in stunning
traditional artwork had the in-
ternet buzzing, with many be-
lieving it was part of Patna
Metro’s initiative to celebrate
Madhubani art. The vibrant
patterns and cultural designs
led social media users to praise
the effort — but it turns out, the
art isn’t Madhubani at all.

As appreciation poured in,
eagle-eyed users began ques-
tioning the authenticity of the
claim. “This doesn’t look like
Madhubani,” one user wrote.
Another chimed in, “Looks
more like Warli art to me.” The
confusion prompted a fact-
check from an unusual but
modern source — Grok, the Al
chatbot from X (formerly
Twitter).

When asked to identify the
art form, Grok responded clear-
ly: “That’s Warli art. Those geo-
metric stick figures and tribal
motifs are classic Warli style

from Maharashtra — fits the
Pune Metro hint perfectly.”

The revelation shifted the
narrative. Not only was the art-
work not Madhubani, it also
wasn’t from Patna Metro. It was
actually a Pune Metro coach,
decorated in Warli art, a tribal
style native to Maharashtra
known for its simple stick fig-
ures and depictions of rural
life.

Despite the confusion, the vi-
ral post highlighted public ap-
preciation for India’s diverse
folk art traditions. While one
user joked, “At least it’s not the
floor — or it would be covered
in pan masala stains,” others
celebrated the creative fusion
of culture and urban transit.

The mix-up sparked debate
but also showcased how India’s
artistic heritage continues to
thrive, even on modern plat-
forms like metro coaches —
whether it’s Madhubani in Bi-
har or Warli in Maharashtra.

In a thread that
quickly turned hilari-
ous and insightful, a
Reddit user recently
asked: “Delete one
thing from Earth that
you think would make
it better?” What fol-
lowed was a mix of
clever, quirky, and un-
expectedly deep re-
sponses that reflected
the internet’s creativi-
ty and collective
frustrations.

Among the most vi-
ral responses was one
user suggesting “UV
rays because sun-
screens are oily,” blend-
ing humour with a
common skincare com-
plaint. Another top
comment simply read:
“My browsing histo-
ry”, drawing laughs
and thousands of
upvotes.

Others were slightly
more practical but still
amusing, such as “to-
bacco stains”, “occa-
sional cold that brings
immense throat pain”,
and even “alarm
clocks”. One user
mused, “Mosquitoes.
No one would miss

them.”

However, the conver-
sation also took a more
philosophical turn.
One Redditor stated:
“Greed—the root of all
problems.” Another
added: “Remove the
concept of politics,”

though that sparked a
debate, with one reply
noting, “Politics isn’t
inherently bad. It’s
how people use it.”
The post spurred
hundreds of responses
within hours, ranging
from light-hearted irri-

tants like pop-up ads
and spam emails to
global issues such as
poverty, corruption,
and pollution.

Many agreed that re-
moving even one small
annoyance could dras-
tically improve daily

Internet Replies with UV Rays, Tobacco Stains & More

life, while some be-
lieved only deeper sys-
temic changes could
bring true
transformation.
Asthe thread grew, it
became a mix of meme-
worthy answers and
real reflections — a

rare internet moment
where entertainment
met empathy.

One thing is clear:
from UV rays to rude
drivers, the world
might be a little better
with a “delete” button
— if only it existed.

Smart Bed Worth ?1.75 Lakh Malfunctions , Users
Face Sleepless Night

Owners of the high-end
Eight Sleep “Pod” smart
beds, priced around %1.75
lakh ($2,000), were left frus-
trated after a global Ama-
zon Web Services (AWS)
outage caused widespread
malfunctions late Monday
night.

The Pod beds, known for
their automated tempera-
ture control and adjustable
settings, suddenly overheat-
ed and froze in fixed posi-
tions, leaving users stuck
and sleep-deprived. The is-
sue was traced to a disrup-
tion in AWS’s US-EAST-1
region, which began around
3 a.m. ET. The beds rely on
AWS servers to function via
app-based controls.

By morning, Downdetec-
tor had recorded over eight
million outage reports glob-
ally, affecting not just smart
home devices but also apps,
gaming platforms, and
banking services.

Several users took to Red-
dit and X (formerly Twitter)
to share their ordeal. Some
reported intense heating is-
sues, while others were un-
able to adjust their beds,
leading to discomfort and
panic during sleep.

Eight Sleep’s CEO Matteo

Franceschetti issued a pub-
lic apology on X:

“The AWS outage has im-
pacted some of our users
since last night, disrupting
their sleep. That is not the
experience we want to pro-
vide, and I want to apologize

for it.”

Franceschetti added that
the company would work
round-the-clock to ensure
such issues don’t happen
again. He revealed that de-
velopers were building an
“outage-proof mode” that

would allow the bed to oper-
ate independently of AWS
during similar incidents.
While some services have
been restored, Franceschet-
ti noted that data process-
ing delays may persist, and
full functionality would re-

turn as AWS stabilizes.

For now, frustrated users
are demanding a “real solu-
tion” — with many ques-
tioning the reliability of
smart home devices that
rely entirely on cloud ser-
vices for basic operations.

How Do Engineers Keep The Water Out While Building Bridges On Rivers?

Ever wondered how mas-
sive bridge foundations are
laid in deep, fast-flowing riv-
ers? Unlike land construc-
tion, building in water poses
serious challenges, includ-
ing strong currents, limited

visibility, and high risk for
workers. To overcome this,
engineers use a remarkable
technique called a cofferdam
— a temporary watertight
structure that makes under-
water construction possible

in dry conditions.

A cofferdam is essentially
an enclosed area built within
the river using interlocking
steel sheet piles, typically 10
to 20 metres long. These
sheets are hammered deep

into the riverbed using hy-
draulic or vibratory ham-
mers, forming a sealed circle
or rectangle that blocks wa-
ter from entering. Once
sealed, powerful pumps re-
move the water from the in-

side, creating a dry
workspace.

This method was used in
major Indian infrastructure
projects like the Thane
Creek Bridge, where engi-
neers noted that vibrations
from the pile-driving process
even scared off nearby fish.

Before construction be-
gins, a thorough survey of
the riverbed is conducted to
measure depth, soil stability,
and current speed. These de-
tails determine how deep
the foundation needs to be
and how many support pil-
lars are required.

Once water is pumped out
and the space is dry, workers
can safely descend into the
cofferdam — often via lad-
ders or crane platforms —to
begin laying the bridge foun-
dation. Strict safety meas-
ures are in place, with hel-
mets and life jackets
mandatory on site.

Despite its temporary na-
ture, a cofferdam plays a
critical role in ensuring
bridge stability and safety.
Once the foundation work is
complete, the structure is
dismantled, and water is
gradually reintroduced to
the area.

This ingenious engineer-
ing solution allows for mas-
sive construction projects to
succeed — even in the mid-
dle of ariver.
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Treesa-Gayatri Retain Title, Srikanth Falls
Short at Syed Modi Internationa

India witnessed mixed
fortunes at the Syed Modi
International Super 300 in
Lucknow on Sunday, as
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand successfully de-
fended their women’s dou-
bles crown, while Kidambi
Srikanth suffered a heart-
breaking loss in the men’s
singles final, extending his
title drought.

Treesa and Gayatri pro-
duced a spirited comeback
to defeat Japan’s Kaho Os-
awa and Mai Tanabe 17-21,
21-13, 21-15 in a gripping
76-minute battle. Despite
dropping the opening
game, the Indian duo shift-
ed gears with aggressive
play, sharp interceptions,
and superior rotation. Gay-
atri, returning from a five-
month shoulder injury
break, said the win was a
major confidence boost
ahead of their upcoming
World Tour events. Treesa
credited their improved co-
ordination, noting how
both now operate confi-
dently across all areas of
the court.

While the women'’s pair
celebrated, the day ended
in disappointment for for-
mer champion Kidambi

Srikanth, who missed out
on ending his eight-year ti-
tle wait. The 2021 World
Championships silver med-
allist lost a tense three-
game final to Hong Kong’s
Jason Gunawan, ranked
59th in the world. Srikanth
fought hard before going

down 16-21, 21-8, 20-22 in a
67-minute thriller.
Srikanth surged back
strongly in the second
game and led 5-1 and later
14-11 in the decider. How-
ever, Gunawan’s consist-
ency and timely aggression
helped him claw back to 19-
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19 before sealing the match
with a jump smash. Reflect-
ing on the narrow defeat,
Srikanth said the contest
hinged on “just a few
points,” acknowledging
Gunawan'’s strong finish
while expressing optimism
about his own progress af-

ter injuries.

With Treesa and Gay-
atri’s successful title de-
fence and Srikanth’s grit-
ty run to the final, India
wrapped up a memorable
yet emotional campaign
at the Syed Modi
International.

Merino Saves Arsenal As Chelsea Hold Leaders
To Fiery Draw

Mikel Merino salvaged a
crucial point for Premier
League leaders Arsenal in a
tense 1-1 draw against 10-
man Chelsea at Stamford
Bridge on Sunday. The Lon-
don derby, packed with ag-
gression and controversy,
saw Chelsea’s Moises Caice-
do sent off late in the first

half for a reckless foul on
Merino, a decision upgrad-
ed to red after VAR review.
Despite being reduced to
10 men, Chelsea struck
first. Just three minutes
into the second half, Trevoh
Chalobah rose highest to
head home from a well-tak-
en near-post corner, giving

the hosts a surprise lead.
Arsenal, known for their
set-piece strength this sea-
son, were left stunned by a
goal straight from their
own tactical playbook.
Arsenal regained control
through sustained pres-
sure, and the breakthrough
arrived in the 59th minute.

Bukayo Saka, brilliant
throughout, beat Marc Cu-
curella before delivering a
precise cross that Merino
powered past Robert
Sanchez. It marked Meri-
no’s fourth goal of the cam-
paign, once again showcas-
ing his effectiveness as a
makeshift striker under

Mikel Arteta.

Chelsea boss Enzo Mares-
ca praised his side’s resil-
ience, saying they “were
the better team 11 v 11,”
while acknowledging the
difficulty of playing a man
down. Arteta, meanwhile,
highlighted the intensity of
the contest, calling Arse-
nal’s performance emotion-
ally and physically
demanding.

Both sides pushed for a
winner in the frantic clos-
ing stages. Sanchez denied
Saka and Merino with su-
perb saves, while Arsenal’s
defensive gaps without the
injured William Saliba test-
ed their composure. How-
ever, neither team could
find the decisive goal.

The draw trims Arsenal’s
lead at the top to five points
over Manchester City and
keeps Chelsea six points be-
hind in third. Arsenal re-
main unbeaten in 17 match-
es across competitions,
while Chelsea extend their
undefeated streak to seven
games, signalling their
growing threat in the title
race.

India Crush Canada 14-3 To Reach Sultan Azlan

The Indian men’s hock-
ey team sealed their
place in the Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup 2025 final with
a commanding 14-3 vic-
tory over Canada in Ipoh
on Saturday. The win not
only secured India’s top
position in the pool
standings but also sent a
strong message ahead of
their title clash against
Belgium on November 30.

Star defender Jugraj
Singh was the standout
performer, netting four
goals in a dominant out-
ing that saw India over-
whelm the Canadian de-
fence from start to
finish. India’s relentless
attacking play, swift
transitions, and clinical
finishing ensured that
Canada had little room
to recover once the scor-
ing began.

India entered the
match with confidence,
having suffered only one
defeat in the tourna-
ment— a narrow loss to
Belgium— and coming
off an impressive 3-2 vic-
tory over New Zealand in
their previous fixture.
That momentum was vis-
ible right from the open-
ing minutes, as India
maintained high press-

Shah Final

ing intensity and sharp
passing combinations.

The scoring spree fea-
tured contributions from
multiple players, as In-
dia rotated efficiently
and capitalized on pen-
alty corners and field op-
portunities with equal
ease. Jugraj’s drag-flicks
proved unstoppable,
while the forward line
consistently stretched
Canada’s defence, creat-
ing openings throughout
the 60 minutes.

Canada managed to
pull three goals back, but
the Indian defence held
firm and ensured the
scoreboard remained
lopsided. The huge mar-
gin of victory not only
reflected India’s superi-
ority on the day but also
boosted their confidence
heading into the final.

As India prepare to
take on Belgium— the
only side to beat them in
this edition— the team
will look to build on
their attacking rhythm
while tightening defen-
sive gaps. With spirits
high and rhythm strong,
India now stand just one
win away from lifting the
prestigious Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup once again.
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Mbappé Scores But Real
Madrid Held 1-1 By
Girona

Real Madrid missed the
chance to reclaim the top spot in
La Liga after being held to a
frustrating 1-1 draw by relega-
tion-threatened Girona at Mon-
tilivi Stadium on Sunday. De-
spite dominating possession for
long stretches, Madrid struggled
to break down a resolute Girona
side that fought with urgency
and discipline.

The hosts shocked the visitors
just before halftime when
Azzedine Ounahi struck in the
45th minute. Capitalizing on a
defensive lapse, Ounahi found
space inside the box and fired
past the goalkeeper, sending the
home crowd into delirium and
putting pressure on Madrid to
respond.

Madrid, who have been bat-
tling consistency issues in re-
cent weeks, pressed aggressively
after the break. Their break-
through finally arrived in the
67th minute when Kylian Mbap-
pé converted from the penalty
spot. The French star sent the
Girona keeper the wrong way to

level the score, marking yet an-
other key contribution in his de-
but season with the club.

However, Madrid’s push for a
winner was repeatedly thwart-
ed. Girona defended compactly,
blocked clear shooting lanes,
and made crucial interceptions
as the visitors poured forward.
Real’s forwards— despite sus-
tained pressure and several half-
chances— could not find the de-
cisive goal.

The draw proved costly as Ma-
drid failed to return to the top of
the table, leaving them trailing
league leaders Barcelona by two
points. For Girona, the result
was vital, offering a morale
boost in their fight against
relegation.

Madrid will now look to re-
group quickly with a demanding
schedule ahead, while Girona
hope this spirited performance
can inspire a turnaround in
their season. Despite Mbappé’s
equaliser, the night belonged to
Girona’s defensive grit and Ma-
drid’s lingering frustration.

Subplots Shine in India’s
Commanding Ranchi ODI
Win
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India’s convincing victory
over South Africa in the Ranchi
ODI offered more than statistics
or scorecard highlights. It re-
vealed the emotional undertow
within a team emerging from a
difficult phase, turning the
match into a study of body lan-
guage, unspoken assertions, and
subtle responses under
pressure.

The win itself was emphatic,
but two quiet moments on the
field spoke louder than the final
margin. The first came when Ro-
hit Sharma reached his half-cen-
tury. Standing at the non-strik-
er’s end, Virat Kohli glanced
toward the dressing room with a
sharpness that seemed to carry
months of speculation, criti-
cism, and boardroom chatter. In
that split-second look, observers
sensed a message—one shaped
by recent debates over leader-
ship and selection. It felt like a
silent rebuttal to those who
doubted the experienced core of
the side.

The second moment unfolded
when Kohli completed his 52nd
ODI century, a milestone

achieved with grit as India re-
built their rhythm after recent
setbacks. Rohit’s applause was
soft, almost tender—far from the
fiery celebrations often associ-
ated with international cricket.
It carried the warmth of camara-
derie and the reassurance of two
senior players who have weath-
ered storms together. His gesture
seemed to recognise not just the
hundred, but the emotional
weight behind it.

These reactions reflected a
team still healing from a bruis-
ing Test-series defeat and navi-
gating decisions that sidelined
senior figures at critical junc-
tures. Such choices, made in
closed meeting rooms, face their
real test under stadium lights—
where pressure strips emotions
down to their rawest form.

In Ranchi, India’s victory re-
stored confidence, but the silent
exchanges between its leaders
revealed deeper truths. They
highlighted a group determined
to reclaim control of its narra-
tive through performance, unity,
and unwavering resolve—both
expressed and unspoken.
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Mohan Babu’s Grand Industry Gala Gelebrating
90 Years, Hosted by Vishnu Manchu

It's Official! Samantha,
Raj Nidimoru Tie the Knot

Actress Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and filmmaker Raj
Nidimoru have officially put
an end to the swirling specu-
lation of the past 24 hours.
The duo tied the knot early
this morning (December 1,
2025) in an intimate ceremo-
ny held at the Linga Bhaira-
vi Temple inside the Isha
Yoga Center, Coimbatore.

The wedding was extreme-
ly private, attended only by
a close circle of family and
friends. Samantha later
shared a few serene mo-
ments from the ceremony,
and the photos quickly went
viral across social media
platforms. Industry col-
leagues, including Upasana
Konidela, Parvathy Thiru-
vothu, Paayal Rajput, and
Ruhani Sharma, extended
heartfelt wishes to the
newlyweds.

The rumours that heated
up social media began with
a cryptic Instagram post by
Raj’s ex-wife Shhyamali De,
who wrote, “Desperate peo-
ple do desperate things.”
The post, released just a day
before the wedding, sparked
intense speculation and
fueled conversations online.
While many wondered
whether her comment hint-

ed at underlying tensions,
today’s confirmation has
given those discussions new
direction.

Raj Nidimoru and Shhy-
amali De ended their mar-
riage in 2022. Samantha,
who married actor AkKi-
neni Naga Chaitanya in
2017, legally separated from
him in 2021. Since then, both
Samantha and Raj have re-
mained discreet about their
personal lives, making to-
day’s revelation even more
unexpected for fans and the
industry.

On the professional front,
Samantha and Raj are cur-
rently collaborating on Rakt
Bramhand, a Netflix origi-
nal series that continues
production alongside their
personal milestones. Sa-
mantha is also simultane-
ously working on Maa Inti
Bangaram, her second pro-
duction venture with direc-
tor Nandini Reddy.

With both celebrities
maintaining busy schedules
and gaining momentum in
their respective fields, their
union has naturally become
the talk of the town. More
updates are expected as the
couple steps into this new
chapter of their lives.

Euphoria Teaser Sparks
Buzz, New Release Date
Announced

Gunasekhar’s much-talked-
about upcoming film Euphoria
has intensified curiosity
among audiences with the re-
lease of its thought-provoking
official teaser. Originally
planned for a Christmas 2025
release, the makers opted to
shift the date to avoid competi-
tion during the crowded festive
season. The film will now ar-
rive in theatres on February 6,
2026.

The newly released teaser of-
fers an intriguing look into the
world of Euphoria, setting a
vivid and intense tone. Show-
casing vibrant visuals and a
trippy atmosphere, it high-
lights the emotional and psy-
chological landscape of to-
day’s youth. The teaser hints at
the film’s exploration of drug
culture, peer pressure and the
complexities of modern life.
These thematic elements,
paired with Gunasekhar’s sig-
nature storytelling style, have
added to the growing expecta-
tion surrounding the project.

A key highlight of the teaser
is the powerful presence of
filmmaker-actor Gautham

Menon, who appears in a
strong, commanding role. The
video also introduces the film’s
other major characters, giving
viewers a broader sense of the
ensemble cast and the dynam-
ics that will shape the narra-
tive. Each frame adds layers of
intrigue, suggesting a bold and
contemporary approach to
youth-centric cinema.

Euphoria is produced by
Neelima Guna and Yuktha
Guna under the banner of
Guna Handmade Films, with
Ragini Guna presenting the
film. Backed by a talented
team including music compos-
er Kaala Bhairava and a dy-
namic cast featuring Bhumika
Chawla and Vignesh, the pro-
ject promises a gripping cine-
matic experience.

With its edgy visuals, rele-
vant themes and an evocative
teaser that leaves viewers
wanting more, Euphoria has
already set high expectations.
As the film gears up for its Feb-
ruary release, excitement con-
tinues to build around what
could be one of early 2026’s
most impactful dramas.

Collection King Dr.
M. Mohan Babu hosted
one of the most talked-
about gatherings of the
year, MB50, bringing to-
gether leading figures
from Indian cinema
and politics under one
roof. The star-studded
celebration, held at
Park Hyatt in Hy-
derabad, turned into a
memorable reunion of
icons, statesmen, and
close friends from
across the entertain-
ment fraternity.

The evening saw the
arrival of Superstar
Rajinikanth, who
shared a warm and af-
fectionate camaraderie
with Mohan Babu, sym-
bolizing a friendship
that has endured for
decades. Adding to the
gravitas of the event
were Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, former
Vice President of India
M. Venkaiah Naidu,
and several notable per-
sonalities from the po-
litical spectrum, all of
whom extended their
wishes to the senior ac-
tor. Dynamic Star Vish-
nu Manchu, Mohan
Babu’s son, hosted this
grand industry gala, el-
evating the celebration
into a truly unforgetta-

ble tribute to the leg-
endary actor’s 50-year
cinematic journey.

The film fraternity
also made its presence
felt, with Bollywood
star Jackie Shroff, Sar-
ath Kumar, Bhagya Raj,
Nani, Gopichand, Brah-
manandam, Ali, Harish
Shankar, People Media
Factory’s Vishwa Pras-
ad, Allu Aravind, Dil

Raju, Mythri Shashi,
Jayasudha, Sumalatha,
Nasser, Aadi Saikumar,
Sundeep Kishan, Sr
Naresh, Srikanth,
Sreenu Vaitla, Srikanth
Odela, and many other
prominent film person-
alities from all languag-
es, as well as several
politicians and busi-
ness leaders, joining
the celebrations.

Known for his tower-
ing persona both on
and off screen, Mohan
Babu played the perfect
host- ensuring every
guest experienced his
trademark warmth and
hospitality. The lavish
arrangements, exqui-
site décor, and thought-
fully curated dinner re-
flected the respect and
affection the veteran

holds for those who
have been part of his
professional and per-
sonal life.

The gathering has
stirred excitement
across the industry,
with many viewing it
as a prelude to an even
grander celebration of
Mohan Babu’s endur-
ing legacy. With five
decades of contribu-
tion to cinema, his in-

fluence continues to
command admiration
and reverence from
peers, fans, and future
generations alike.

The spectacular
evening not only high-
lighted Mohan Babu’s
stature but also show-
cased the strong bonds
he shares across film
and political circles,
making it a night to
remember.

IMAX Gears Up for the
biggest film of the
year Avatar

Fire and Ash as Advance Bookings Open 5th December
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Grab the chance to expe-
rience global’s biggest
event film in the best seats
in IMAX and releasing first
time ever in Dolby vision
cinema. Don’t Miss it

With massive global buzz
around the biggest cine-
matic event of the year, the
month of Avatar begins on
an electrifying note. Ad-
vance bookings for James
Cameron’s Avatar: Fire and
Ash will open on 5th De-
cember, with a special push
across IMAX and Dolby vi-
sion cinemas on 5th
nationwide.

IN ENGLISH AND'HINDI

As audiences eagerly
await the next chapter in
the epic Avatar saga, IMAX
invites fans to be the first to
experience the film in the
most immersive way possi-
ble — with the best seats,
unmatched visuals, and un-
paralleled sound.

In the lead-up to the
opening day, the campaign
will highlight special Ava-
tar-themed box office coun-
ters at all IMAX theatres,
giving fans a dedicated,
high-energy space to book
tickets and build excite-
ment for the film’s

release.

With demand expected to
surge, IMAX encourages
moviegoers to gear up for
first-day, first-show book-
ings to ensure they don’t
miss the chance to witness
Avatar: Fire and Ash in its
full, awe-inspiring scale.

Advance bookings open
5th December across all
IMAX locations.

20th Century Studios will
release Avatar: Fire and
Ash in theatres on 19th De-
cember in 6 languages Eng-
lish, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam and Kannada.

Dhurandhar Trailer
Highlights Lyari’s Dark
Legacy
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The recently released trail-
er of Dhurandhar, starring
Ranveer Singh, has revealed
that a significant portion of
the action is set in Lyari, a
town in Karachi, Pakistan.
The film, based on “incredi-
ble true events,” has not
shared a full plot yet, but the
trailer offers a glimpse into
the gritty world of the town,
known for its history of vio-
lence and gang wars.

Lyari, spread across six
square kilometers in Kara-
chi’s Sindh province, is one
of the city’s oldest and most
densely populated neighbor-
hoods. The town stretches
along the Lyari River and has
long been considered impov-
erished, with a reputation for
high crime rates. Its histori-
cal and socio-political com-
plexities make it a compel-
ling backdrop for an intense
action narrative.

In the trailer, Ranveer Sin-
gh’s character, reportedly
named Humza, is seen arriv-
ing in Pakistan by helicopter,
eventually making his way
into Lyari. While his exact
mission remains a mystery,
the visuals set a tense, action-

packed tone, indicating that
the film will explore the dark-
er corners of the town and
the challenges within.

Lyari has gained notoriety
as one of Karachi’s most dan-
gerous areas due to rampant
gang activity. The town was
once under the influence of
Rehman Dakait, a notorious
criminal who maintained
control over local businesses,
smuggling, and arms trade,
often with political backing
from the Pakistan Peoples’
Party (PPP) in the 2000s. This
intersection of crime and
politics has shaped Lyari’s
turbulent reputation, mak-
ing it a fitting setting for
Dhurandhar’s intense
storyline.

With its high-octane se-
quences, realistic depiction
of urban crime, and Ranveer
Singh’s compelling perfor-
mance, Dhurandhar is shap-
ing up as one of the most an-
ticipated action films of the
year. The film’s official re-
lease is scheduled for this
Friday, and audiences are ea-
ger to see how it portrays
Lyari’s complex, violent, and
vibrant culture.
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