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TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

T he State Election 
Commission, led by 
Chief  Rani Kumudi 
ni, officially annou  

nced the schedule for the 
Panchayat elections in 
Telangana. The announ 
cement follows the tem-
porary suspension of  the 
schedule initially an-
nounced on September 
29th due to unspecified 
reasons. Effective imme-
diately from today, the 
Model Code of  Conduct 
(MCC) comes into force 
across the state. The elec-
tion process will involve 
a total of  16,665,186 vot-
ers and will be conduct-
ed in three distinct phas-
es across all 31 districts. 
Election Observers and 
Election Observers have 
been appointed to over-
see the process and ensu 
re fair and smooth cond 
uct.

The schedule for the 
three phases, covering 

the crucial dates for nom 
inations and polling, is 
as follows:

The process for Phase 

1 will begin on the day 
after tomorrow. Nomina-
tions for the first phase 
will be accepted starting 

November 27, with poll-
ing scheduled for Decem-
ber 11. The second phase 
will commence with no 

minations on November 
30, leading up to polling 
on December 14. Finally, 
the third phase will see 
nominations starting 
from December 3, and 
voting will take place on 
December 17.

A key logistical aspect 
of  the schedule is the de-
cision to hold the count-
ing of  votes phase-wise o 
n the same day as the po 
lling. The voting time for 
all three phases has been 
fixed from 7:00 AM to 1:00 
PM in the afternoon. The 
counting process for 
each phase will begin at 
2:00 PM on the respective 
polling day. This compr 
essed schedule, with cou 
nting immediately follo 
wing polling, is designed 
to expedite the declaratio 
n of  results and ensure ti 
mely formation of  the ne 
w Sarpanch bodies. The 
State Election Commis-
sion's notification marks 
the formal launch of  the 
election process, setting 
the stage for grassroots 
democracy in the state. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

T he State Cabinet 
meeting, chaired 
by Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy, pa 

ssed several key deci-
sions focused on urban 
development, power ge 
neration, and infrastru 
cture.

GHMC Expansion 
and ULB Merger

The Cabinet appro 
ved the merger of  all M 
unicipalities and Cor-
porations within the 
Hyderabad Telangana 
Core Urban Area into 
the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC). This includes 
27 Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) located inside, 
outside, and adjoining 
the Outer Ring Road 
(ORR). The necessary a 
mendments to the GH 
MC Act and the Telan-
gana Municipal Act we 
re also approved to fa-
cilitate this significant 
administrative change, 
aimed at unified city 
governance.

Power Sector Refor 
ms and Renewable En-
ergy Push

To meet the state's 
increasing power de-
mand and ensure long-
term supply, the Cabi-
net approved the form 
ation of  a third DISCO 
M (Distribution Compa 
ny), in addition to the 
existing NPDCL and 
SPDCL. This new DIS-
COM will manage pow-
er connections for all 
agricultural schemes, 
lift irrigation schemes, 
Mission Bhagiratha, 
safe drinking water 
schemes, and the HM-
WSSB connections.

The Cabinet exten-
sively reviewed the po 
wer sector's long-term 
needs, including a com-

prehensive PowerPoint 
presentation by elec-
tricity department of-
ficials. To comply with 
central government 
regulations and boost 
renewable energy use, 
the Cabinet decided to:

•	 Invite tenders 
for the purchase of  
3,000 MW of  Solar Pow-
er as soon as possible, 
with power supply 
agreements valid for 
five years.

•	 Invite tenders 
for the purchase of  
2,000 MW of  Pumped 
Storage Power also for 
a five-year term.

•	 Approve the 
setting up of  10,000 M  
W worth of  Pumped 
Storage Power Plants 
by private companies/
investors across the 
state. The government 
will facilitate this by al-
locating the required 
land and water under 
the condition that the 
power produced must 
be sold to the state's 
DISCOMs first.

Industrial Power and 
Underground Cabling

Under the Clean and 
Green Energy Policy, 
the Cabinet made a cru 
cial decision to attract 
new industries and in-
vestment by allowing 
them to self-generate 
their required electric-
ity (Captive Power Gen 
eration) without any 
upper capacity limit. 
Applications for this 
will be approved imme-
diately, though existing 
industries will contin-
ue under the current 
system.

The Cabinet decided 
that the construction 
of  the new 800 MW pla 
nt at the Ramagundam 
Thermal Power Station 
should be executed by 
NTPC. Officials were 
instructed to explore th 

e possibility of  NTPC b 
uilding plants in Palva-
ncha and Makthal as 
well, while comparing 
the per-unit cost of  con 
struction by NTPC ver-
sus TSGENCO before 
final approval.

Finally, the Cabinet 
approved the installa-
tion of  an Undergroun 
d Power Cable System 
in Hyderabad, similar 
to the one implemented 
in Bengaluru. Officials' 
preliminary estimate 
suggests this project, 
covering the GHMC ar 
ea and to be done in thr 
ee phases based on ele   
ctrical circles, will cost 
around ₹14,725 crores. 
The plan includes coor-
dinating with T-Fiber 
and other cable net-
work companies to en-
sure all utility wires 
are routed undergrou 
nd.

Land Allocation for 
Education and Sports

The Cabinet approve 
d the allocation of  gov-
ernment land for two 
key projects:

1.	 20.28 acres in 
PeddaNallabelli vil-
lage, BhadradriKoth-
agudem district, for 
the construction of  an 
SC, ST, BC Young India 
Integrated Residential 
School.

2.	 40 acres in 
Jagannapet village, 
Mulugu Mandal, Mulu-
gu district, for the es-
tablishment of  a Sports 
School.

New Advanced Tech-
nology Centers

The Cabinet decided 
to establish a new Adva 
nced Technology Cent-
er (ATC) in the Jubilee 
Hills constituency and 
to set up 6 new ATCs in 
ITIs (Industrial Train-
ing Institutes), aug-
menting the existing 56 
ATCs in the state. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
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C entral Minister 
Ba ndi Sanjay has 
address  ed an 
open letter to Ch 

ief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy, expressing deep 
concern and raising sus 
picions over the recent 
series of  check dam col-
lapses in Telangana. Th 
e letter specifically hig 
hlighted the alarming s 
ituation in the erstwhil 
e Karimnagar district, 
citing the collapse of  th 
e check dam at Tanugu-
la-Gumpula on the M 
aneru river as a prime 
example. The Central 
Minister attributed this 
deplorable condition to 
the BRS government's 
greed for commissions, 
which he claims led to 
the utter neglect of  con-
struction quality.

He pointed out the 
irony that the contrac-
tors who built the check 
dams during the BRS 
regime are now alleg-
edly associated with the 
Congress party. Bandi 
Sanjay questioned the 
Chief  Minister about 
the status of  the Vigi-
lance inquiry that CM 
Revanth Reddy himself  
had ordered into the ir-
regularities concern-

ing the construction an 
d payment of  funds for 
these check dams. He ar 
gued that had the gov-
ernment taken timely 
action and course-corre 
ction based on that in-
quiry, the Tanugula-Gu 
mpula check dam wou 
ld not have collapsed.

Bandi Sanjay accus 
ed both the Congress 
and BRS parties of  en-
gaging in a "drama" by 
trading accusations ag 
ainst each other merely 
to cover up their respec-
tive faults. He strongly 
criticized the BRS lead-
ers, questioning their 
moral authority to visit 
Tanugula now, given 
their all eged culpabili-
ty in compromising qua 
lity for commissions du 
ring their tenure. He de-
man ded that if  the gov-
ernment truly posses 
sed sincerity and com-
mitment, it must imme-

diately launch a com-
prehensive investig 
ation into the irregular 
ities surrounding the 
construction and subse-
quent collapse of  the 
check dams.

The open letter de-
mands strict action 
against those responsi-
ble, including the regis-
tration of  criminal cas-
es against the guilty 
contractors. Most nota-
bly, he called for the sei-
zure (attachment) of  th 
e contractors' assets an 
d that the recovered fu 
nds be used to rebuild 
the damaged check dam 
s. This robust demand 
aims to not only punish 
the offenders but also 
recover public funds 
and ensure the crucial 
infrastructure is re-
stored for the benefit of  
farmers and the local 
populace.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
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F ormer Minister 
Harish Rao, after in-
specting the site at 
Tanugula, Ja mmi-

kunta Mandal, whe re a 
check dam on the M ane-
ru stream was repo rt-
edly blown up, alleged 
that the sand mafia was 
responsible for the dest 
ruction. He stated that t 
he check dam, construc 
ted at a cost of  ₹24 crores, 
was detonated with gel-
atin sticks overnight be-
cause the water stored 
in it was obstructing il-
legal sand mining. Har-
ish Rao squarely blamed 
Congress leaders for be-
ing behind the blast, ac-
cusing the current gov-
ernment of  being incap 
able of  construction, onl 
y destruction. He cited 
the recent blasting at-
tempts on check dams at 
Husain Miya Vagu and 
the successful destruc-
tion of  the check dam on 
SwarnaVagu in Nirmal 
as evidence that the "de-
struction of  reservoirs 
and check dams has be-
come routine" under the 
Revanth Reddy adminis-
trat ion.

The former minister 

voiced suspicions that 
the ongoing demolition 
activities, which he de-
scribed as being carried 
out by individuals worse 
than terrorists, suggest 
that the sinking of  the K 
aleshwaramMedigadda 
pillars might also have 
been a result of  a gelatin 
stick conspiracy. He war 
ned that if  the go vern-
ment fails to take a ction 
against those who blast-
ed the dam, the future 
BRS government would 
not spare the officials 
and police who support-
ed the mafia, emphasiz-
ing that they would be 
punished even if  they 
"hid in the netherworl 

d." Harish Rao criticized 
the Congress govern-
ment for neglecting re-
pairs and the digging of  
feeder canals for the 
Kaleshwaram project 
out of  a malicious in-
tent to deny credit to KC 
R. He pointed out tha t 
while reservoirs like M 
allannaSagar (25 TMC), 
Kondapochamma (10 
TMC), Annapurna (3.5 
TMC), and Ranganay-
akaSagar (3 TMC) hold 
significant water, the 
failure to dig feeder ca-
nals is starving lakhs of  
acres of  irrigation, ac-
cusing the Congress of  
"striking the stomachs 
of  the state's farmers" 

out of  anger towards 
KCR. Harish Rao dem 
anded that if  the check 
dam collapse was due to 
sub-standard quality, 
the construction compa 
ny, 'Raghava Construc-
tions,' should be imme-
diately blacklisted and 
all its tenders in the stat 
e cancelled. He also ref-
erenced the incident at 
Husain Miya Vagu wher 
e farmers caught the p 
erpetrators with explo-
sive materials, but no F 
IR was filed due to their 
alleged affiliation with a 
Congress MLA. He high-
lighted the double stand-
ard where the governme 
nt demolishes the homes 

of  the poor in Hyderab 
ad while simultaneous-
ly destroying check dam 
s crucial for farmers. He 
concluded by demand-
ing immediate action 
against the perpetrators 
of  the check dam destr 
uction, which has sever 
ely impacted the liveli-
hoods of  fishermen and 
deprived farmers of  ir-
rigation water for two 
crops. The BRS announc 
ed its intention to raise 
the issue in the Assembl 
y and warned that if  no 
action is taken, the polic 
e and officials support-
ing the sand mafia will 
face consequences unde 
r the future BRS regim e. 

Key Cabinet Decisions: 
GHMC Merger, New 
Discom, and Solar Power

Telangana Panchayat Elections 
Schedule Announced in Three Phases

Phase    	 Nomination Start Date	 Polling Date
Phase 1  	 November 27			   December 11
Phase 2	 November 30			  December 14
Phase 3	 December 3			   December 17

Ex-Minister Harish Rao Alleges Sand 
Mafia Blew Up Check Dam at Maneru

Bandi Sanjay Demands Inquiry 
into Check Dam Collapses

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

C ybercrime Addi-
tional CP Srinivas 
briefed the media 
on the ongoing in-

vestigation into the I-
Bomma case, which has 
become a major point of  
discussion in the Telugu 
states. He revealed that 
key information has bee 
n extracted from the acc 
used, Imandi Ravi, who 
was hosting the infamo 
us piracy website I-Bom-
ma from a different com-
pany. The domain was re  
portedly registered with 
the company ‘Enjala’. Th 
e Additional CP confir 
med that Ravi used a Co 
ntent Management Sys-
tem (CMS) to post movie 
s on the I-Bomma webs 

ite. The official detailed 
Ravi's operations, explai 
ning that he posted mov-
ies on both the I-Bomma 
and Bappam websites. 
Furthermore, Ravi wrote 
a redirect script within 
the website software, wh 
ich diverted users to gam 
ing and betting websites, 
indicating a financial 
model based on diverting 
traffic to external lucra-
tive sites. The Additional 
CP noted that other pirac 
y websites, such as Mov-

ieRulz and TamilMV, are 
still active, and efforts ar 
e underway to apprehe 
nd their operators. He al 
so cautioned that after I-
Bomma gained popular-
ity, many people began 
using its name for activi-
ties like movie reviews, 
separate from the origi-
nal piracy operation.

Regarding the financi 
al gains, Imandi Ravi is s 
uspected to have amassed 
up to ₹20 crores through 
his piracy operations. Th 

e Additional CP highlig 
hted a growing concern 
about future threats, wa 
rning that with the ad-
vent of  Web-3 technolo-
gy, tracking and catching 
pirates will become sig-
nificantly more challeng-
ing. He characterized the 
accused, Ravi, as being 
overconfident and ad-
dicted to "easy money," 
revealing that Ravi was a 
lone operator who trave-
led to a different country 
every week and had even 

purchased citizenship in 
the Caribbean islands 
for $100,000. The officer 
clarified that the news 
reports claiming Ravi's 
wife provided informati 
on to the police were un-
true, stating they had not 
even interrogated her.

The investigation into 
piracy is complex, and 
the official noted that an-
other individual named 
Nikhil was involved in 
designing posters for Ra-
vi’s websites. He reaffir 
med that according to In-
dian law, any crime com-
mitted by a foreigner, eve 
n if  the act was done abr 
oad, remains a crime, an 
d India has extradition 
agreements with various 
countries for handing 
over criminals. 

I-BOMMA RAVI CAUGHT DUE TO HIS FRIEND NOT WIFE
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The Telangana Pollu-
tion Control Board 
(TGPCB) is intensify-
ing its enforcement of  
environmental laws 
and regulations across 
the state. The board has 
resolved to sharpen its 
statutory powers to en-
sure rigorous compli-
ance. Based on pollu-
tion intensity, the Centr 
al Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) catego-
rizes industries into 
four types: Red, Or-
a n g e,  G re e n ,  a n d 
White. Telangana hosts 
a total of  12,264 indus-
tries falling under 
these four categories. 
The TGPCB is now 
sharply focused on con-
trol l i ng  pol lut ion 
through continuous 
monitoring, issuance 
of  notices, and applica-
tion of  penalties, while 
also processing per-
mits for both new es-
tablishments and exist-
i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  t o 
ensure they adhere to 
legal and environmen-
tal standards. Between 
January 2024 and Octo-
ber 2025,  the PCB 
granted permissions 
for the establishment 
of  2,620 new compa-
nies, ensuring that 
their predicted pollut-
ants and activities 
align with environmen-
tal standards to pre-
vent air and water pol-
lution. During the 
same period, it issued 
Consent for Operations 
(CFO) to 3,521 compa-
nies, allowing them to 
commence activities 
based on the assess-
ment of  their future en-
vironmental impact 
and potential pollut-

ants. The PCB identi-
fied 2,193 industries as 
water polluters and 
3,164 industries as air 
polluters in Telangana. 
To monitor their per-
formance, PCB offi-
cials conduct regular 
inspections. From Jan-
uary 2024 to October 
2025, a total of  7,966 
samples of  sewage/
hazardous waste and 
3,807 air pollutant sam-
ples were collected 
from industries. Offi-
cials stated that actions 
against companies are 
pending laboratory re-
ports on these collected 
samp les.In a signifi-
c a n t  e n f o r c e m e n t 
drive, the PCB issued 
orders to close down 
and cease production 
for 305 companies be-
tween January 2024 
and October 2025. This 
action was taken as 
part of  their pollution 
control measures. Fur-
thermore, the authori-
ties reviewed the pol-
l u t a n t s  o f  2 , 0 6 9 
industries and issued 
formal notices to 1,234 
of  them. Conversely, 
closure revocation or-
ders were issued to 697 
industries after they 
demonstrated compli-
ance with the PCB’s 
regulations. To track 
emissions and pollut-
ants in real-time, the 
board has established a 
24/7 Online Monitor-
ing Cell. Emissions 
from 501 highly pollut-
ing industries are con-
t inuously  tracked 
through this online 
monitoring system. 
The Task Force Com-
mittee reviewed a total 
of  108 industries that 
exceeded emission/pol-
lutant norms between 

January 2024 and Octo-
ber 2025, ordering im-
mediate control meas-
ures to avoid legal 
action for non-com pli-
ance. Under the Ease of  
Doing Business (EoDB) 
framework, the Centre 
for Good Governance 
(CGG) developed a 
computerised tool for 
the randomized assign-
ment of  inspections. 
Since its implementa-
tion in December 2015, 
this system allocates 
‘Red category’ indus-
tries for inspection to 
officials on a random 
basis statewide. The 
Task Force Committee 
inspected 1,664 indus-
tries and reviewed 324 
of  them between Janu-
ary 2024 and October 
2025, with appropriate 
actions taken. For fast-
er grievance redressal, 
the TGPCB has estab-
lished a toll-free num-
ber 10741 and an online 
complaint application, 
‘Janavani–Kalushya 
Nivarini’. Night patrol-
ling is also conducted 
in industrial areas. Wa-
ter pollution from bulk 
drug and chemical in-
dustries is effectively 
managed through the 
strict implementation 
of  Zero Liquid Dis-
charge (ZLD) systems. 
The PCB also encour-
ages the reuse of  treat-
ed wastewater in in-
dustries and has estab 
lished 5 Common Efflu-
ent Treatment Plants 
(CETPs), 26 e-waste re-
cycling plants, 4 Con-
struction and Demoli-
t ion  (C&D)  waste 
facilities, and 12 Bio-
Medical Waste Treat-
ment Plants for safe 
waste management. 
(400 words)
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Chief  Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy has com-
menced a series of  
high-level departmen-
tal review meetings in 
preparation for the Tel-
angana Rising Global 
Summit 2025, sched-
uled to take place on 
December 8 and 9. 
These review meetings, 
which began today and 
will continue until No-
vember 30, are being 
held at the Command 
Control Centre. A key 
objective of  this series 
of  meetings is to final-
ize and refine the “Tel-
angana Rising 2047 
Document,” which is 
expected to outline the 
long-term vision and 
strategy for the state’s 
development. Deputy 
Chief  Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka and Minis-
ter Sridhar Babu are 
participating in all the 
consecutive meetings 
alongside the Chief  
Minister, while other 
relevant ministers are 
joining the discussions 
specific to their respec-
tive departments.

The schedule for the 
review meetings is as 
follows, with focused 
discussions planned 
for each day:

November 25 (To-
day): The focus was on 

the organization and 
arrangements for the 
Telangana Rising Glob-
al Summit. The meet-
ing included the Chief  
Minister, Deputy CM 
Bhatti Vikramarka, 
Minister Sridhar Babu, 
and the Special Chief  
Secretaries and Secre-
taries of  the concerned 
departments.

November 26: The 
agenda is Logistics and 
Arrangements. The 
Chief  Minister will be 
joined by Ministers 
Ponnam Prabhakar 
and Seethakka, along 
with relevant officials.

November 27: Dis-
cussions will center on 
Infrastructure and De-
velopment. This ses-
sion will include Minis-
ters Vivek Venkata sw 
amy, Ponnam Prabha-
kar, Seethakka, Mo-
hammad Azharuddin, 
Ponguleti Srinivas Red-
dy, and Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy, along 
with departmental offi-
ci als.

November 28 (4:00 
PM): The topic is Edu-
cation and Youth Wel-
fare. Ministers Vakati 
Srihari and Vivek Ven-
kataswamy will join 
the Chief  Minister.

November 28 (6:00 
PM): The focus shifts to 
Tourism and Temple 
Tourism, with Minis-

ters Jupally Krishna 
R a o  a n d  K o n d a 
Surekha in attendance 
with relevant officials.

November 29 (4:00 
PM): The review will 
cover Agriculture and 
Welfare Departments. 
Ministers Tummala 
Nageswara Rao, Uttam 
Kumar Reddy,  and 
Vakati Srihari will 
participate.

November 29 (6:00 
PM): A second session 
on welfare and related 
departments is sched-
uled, involving Minis-
ters Ponnam Prabha-
kar, Adluri Laxman 
Kumar, Seethakka, and 
Mohammad Azha ru 
ddin.

November 30: The fi-
nal day of  the review 
series will concentrate 
on the Health Sector. 
Minister Damodar Ra-
janarasimha will join 
the Chief  Minister and 
related officials.

This intensive sched-
ule demonstrates the 
government’s commit-
ment to meticulous 
planning and inter-de-
partmental coordina-
tion to ensure the suc-
cessful and impactful 
launch of  the Telanga-
na Rising Global Sum-
mit and the finalization 
of  the strategic 2047 
Document. (400 words)

👮 TPN Bureau |  Nov 
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A one-day orientation 
program was success-
fully conducted on Tue 
sday at the Telangana 
State Police Headquar-
ters for the new batch of  
IPS probationary offic-
ers allocated to the state. 
The four officers—Man-
dhare Soham Sunil (2023 
batch), Rahul Kant (2023 
batch), Ayasha Fatima 
(2023 batch), and Mani-
sha Nehra (2024 batch)—
spent the day visiting 
and gaining crucial 
first-hand exposure to 
the functioning of  vari-
ous key wings within 
the DGP Office.

The probationers ini-
tiated their orientation 
by meeting with Addi-
tional DGP (Law & Or-
der) Sri Mahesh M. 
Bhagwat. He provided 
them with a detailed 
briefing on the mecha-
nisms currently em-
ployed for monitoring 
law and order across the 
state and the significant 
challenges that the po-
lice force faces in main-
taining public safety 
and order. Following 
this high-level briefing, 
the officers received ori-
entations on several spe-
cialized functions criti-
cal to police operations:

State organizational 
structure was presented 
by AIG (Law & Order) 
Sri Ramana Kum ar. 
Police Computer Ser-
vices & Communica-
tions were covered by 
Additional DGP (Tech-
nical Services) Sri V.V. 
Srinivasa Rao, focusing 
on the use of  technology 

in policing.
Provisions & Logis-

tics were explained by 
IGP (P&L) Sri M. Rame 
sh, detailing the supply 
chain and support sys-
tems for the force.

Organizational ad-
ministration was dis-
cussed by Additional 
DGP Smt. Swati Lakra, 
providing insights into 
internal management.

Women’s Safety initi-
atives were highlighted 
by Additional DGP Ms. 
Charusinha, underscor-
ing the state’s focus on 
gender-sensitive polic 
ing.Following the con-
clusion of  their initial 
trai ning at the Telan-
gana State Police Acad-
emy, the probationary 
officers will proceed to 
specialized district 
training in different 
units across the state. 
The press release details 
their specific district 
postings: Mandhare So-
ham Sunil, who hails 
from Maharashtra, will 
undergo his training in 
the Karimnagar Com-
missionerate; Rahul 
Kant from Jharkhand is 
assigned to Adilabad 
District; Ayasha Fatima 
from Madhya Pradesh 
will be trained in the 
Siddipet Commissioner-
ate; and Manisha Nehra 
from Rajasthan is allo-
cated to Mulugu Dis-
trict. This structured al-
location ensures that the 
new officers gain di-
verse practical experi-
ence in different admin-
istrative and geographic 
settings within Telan-
gana before their full 
deployment. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
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On Tuesday, Minis-
ter Tummala partici-
pated in the Raitunes-
tam program, cond 
ucting a video confer-
ence from Raitu Vedi-
kas across the state to 
explain the draft of  the 
Central Government’s 
“Seed Bill 2025” to 
farmers. He was joined 
by Sri M. Kodand Red-
dy, Chairman of  the 
Farmer Welfare Com-
mission, and Sri B. An-
vesh Reddy, Chairman 
of  the Seed Corpora-
tion. Following the ex-
planation, the Minister 
instructed Agriculture 
Director Dr. B. Gopi to 
organize conferences 
under the supervision 
of  District Collectors 
to gather written feed-
back from far mers 
statewide and submit it 
to the government. 
This consultative ap-
proach, he noted, is a 
new chapter in govern-
ance, ensuring farmers 
are informed about and 
consulted on the laws 
that directly affect 

their rights and inter-
ests—a practice he stat-
ed no previous govern-
ment had adopted.

During the same ev 
ent ,  the  Minister 
launched the rice seed 
distribution under the 
National Food Security 
Mission (NFSM) sche 
me. As part of  this ini-
tiative, 5,500 quintals 
of  rice seeds are being 
supplied to farmers in 
16 districts at a 50% 
subsidy. This step aims 
to boost agricultural 
productivity and sup-
port farmers financial-
ly. Furthermore, the 
program focused on 
critical agricultural 
practices and environ-
mental conservation. 
Scientists and officials 
provided extensive 
awareness to farmers 
regarding the necessi-
ty of  intercropping in 
oil palm cultivation, 
and, importantly, the 
crucial need to avoid 
burning rice straw af-
ter harvest. They ex-
plained the severe neg-
ative consequences of  
burning crop residue, 

urging farmers instead 
to till the residue back 
into the soil to protect 
the environment. A 
short film on effective 
crop residue manage-
ment was also scree  
ned, and officials were 
instructed to conduct 
widespread awareness 
campaigns at the vil-
lage level.

The Minister also 
highlighted the effec-
tive utilization of  Raitu 
Vedikas (Farmer Plat-
forms). He criticized 
the previous govern-
ment for building and 
neglecting these cent-
ers but emphasized 
that the current admin-
istration has equipped 
them with audio-visual 
aids and is actively us-
ing them for farmers’ 
benefit. The Tuesday 
Raitunestam program, 
which involves farm-
ers from various dis-
tricts thr ough these 
platforms, was attend-
ed by appro ximately 
30,000 farmers, demon-
strating the success of  
this participatory ap-
pro ach. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

Telangana’s Forest, En-
vironment and Endow-
ments Minister, Smt. 
Konda Surekha, has offi-
cially launched a pio-
neering Tiger Monitor-
ing Cell and Command 
Hub, marking a signifi-
cant technological leap in 
wildlife conservation. 
This initiative, the first 
of  its kind in India, was 
highly praised by the 
Minister, who also lauded 
the excellent work of  the 
Wildlife Safety Team. She 
announced that this ma-
jor achievement would be 
brought to the attention 
of  the Hon’ble Chief  Min-
ister Sri A. Revanth Red-
dy during the “Telangana 
Rising” program sched-
uled for November 28 in 
ICCC, Hyderabad. She en-
couraged all forest and 
Zoo officers and staff  to 
continue working with 
full commitment for wild-
life safety. The Minister 
explai ned that the Forest 
Department has started 
this new high-tech sys-

tem to protect both wild-
life and people.

The new system is de-
signed for real-time mon-
itoring of  tiger reserves, 
enhancing both wildlife 
and human safety. The 
central State Command 
Centre in Hyderabad is 
now functionally con-
nected to new regional 
centres established in 
Mannanur and Manche-
rial. The core strategy in-
volves deploying an ar-

ray of  sophisticated too 
ls, including CCTV cam-
eras, camera traps, and 
GPS tracking, to main-
tain a continuous, 24-hou 
r watch on tiger move-
ments. This constant sur-
veillance aims to quickly 
detect and counter illegal 
activities such as poach-
ing and unauthorized for-
est entry. Furthermore, 
the system plays a criti-
cal role in human-wild-
life conflict mitigation. 

Immediate alerts are gen-
erated if  a tiger ap-
proaches a village, allow-
ing the response team to 
act swiftly and prevent 
potential dangerous 
encounters.

Minister Surekha also 
stressed the need for 
strict reporting proto-
cols, mandating all field 
officers to upload their 
daily reports by 5:30 PM. 
This ensures the govern-
ment receives accurate, 

up-to-date information 
for timely decision-mak-
ing. Highlighting a com-
mitment to good govern-
ance and transparency, 
the Minister confirmed 
that all collected data will 
be uploaded to the 
TGFMIS portal. The Min-
ister asserted that Telan-
gana is demonstrating 
how modern technology 
can be harnessed to sig-
nificantly improve wild-
life protection outcomes. 
She concluded that the 
new Tiger Monitoring 
Cell will strengthen for-
est security, provide ro-
bust support to ground 
staff, and ultimately help 
secure the future of  wild-
life in the state. The pro-
gram was attended by 
key officials, including 
Telangana PCCF Dr. Su-
varna, Wildlife Chief  
Warden Elu Singh Meru, 
and Director Sunil. The 
dedication to this cutting-
edge approach under-
scores Telangana’s lead-
ing position in India’s 
w i l d l i f e  p ro t e c t i o n 
efforts. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

Telangana Forest, En-
vironmental and Endow-
ments Minister Konda 
Surekha formally pre-
sented the ISO 9001:2015 
certification to the Ne 
hru Zoological Park in 
Hyderabad, acknowledg-
ing the dedication of  the 
zoo officials and staff. Es-
tablished on October 6, 
1963, the Nehru Zoologi-
cal Park stands as one of  
India’s largest and most 
frequented zoos, attract-
ing an annual visitor 
count exceeding 3 mil-
lion people. The Minister 
proudly noted that this 
zoo was the first in the 
country to pioneer the 
introduction of  a safari 
park within its zoologi-

cal campus, setting a 
precedent for visitor ex-
perience and conserva-
tion efforts.

The Minister under-
scored the zoo’s vital role 
in conservation, specifi-
cally mentioning its suc-
cessful breeding pro-
grams for species such as 

Mugger Crocodiles, In-
dian Mouse Deer, and 
Long-billed Vultures. 
Currently, the zoo is hom 
e to 2,184 animals repre-
senting 198 different spe-
cies, encompassing ma 
mmals, birds, reptiles, 
and amphibians. A key 
highlight of  the achieve-

ment is the zoo’s sus-
tained excellence: it is 
the first zoo in India to 
receive the ISO 9001:2015 
certification for six con-
secutive years. This cer-
tification is a strong tes-
tament to its robust 
management systems, 
transparent operational 
practices, and consist-
ently high standards in 
all areas, including ani-
mal care, visitor servic-
es, and overall organiza-
tional efficiency.

Adding to its list of  ac-
colades, Minister Surekh 
a pointed out that the zoo 
has also secured the ISO 
14001 certification. This 
environmental manage-
ment standard recogniz-
es the park’s committed 

efforts toward ecological 
preservation. These ef-
forts include effective 
waste reduction, conser-
vation of  energy and wa-
ter resources, appropri-
ate habitat management, 
pollution control meas-
ures, and actively pro-
moting various eco-
friendly initiatives throu 
ghout its premises. The 
Minister further cele-
brated the zoo for achiev-
ing a prestigious 5-star 
rating for excellence in 
zoo management. This 
rating validates the zoo’s 
adherence to world-class 
standards across several 
crucial domains: animal 
welfare, scientific re-
search, and comprehen-
sive public education 
programs. 

Nehru Zoological Park Achieves 
Prestigious ISO and 5-Star Ratings

Orientation Program 
Held for New IPS 
Probationary Officers

Telangana Rising 
Global Summit 
2025: Review 

Meetings Begin

PCB Action: 305 
Industries Closed 

Tiger Protection and Tech in Telangana

Minister Tummala 
Discusses Draft Seed Bill
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POLITICAL

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

The BJP vehemently 
criticized the Hy-
derabad Industrial Lan 
d Transfer (HILT) Poli-
cy, calling it evidence 
that "land monsters" 
are ruling Telangana. 
They accused Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy of  acting like a "real-
tor" instead of  the cus-
todian of  the state's 
wealth, bringing in the 
HILT Policy, perpetrat-
ing a ₹6.29 lakh crore sc 
am, and acting as the 
"land robber" and "land 
loot mafia don."

The BJP demanded 
that the state govern-
ment immediately with 

draw the HILT Policy, 
which they termed as 
"industrial land theft," 
and cancel GO-27. They 
called for the Assembly 
to be convened immedi-
ately for an in-depth 
discussion on the HILT 
Policy before the gov-
ernment takes any fur-
ther decision. They 
warned that if  the As-
sembly is not convened 
for discussion, the en-
tire country will perce 
ive that there is no de-
mocracy in Telangana, 
but only kleptocracy (a 
system ruled by people 
who steal country's 
resources).

The BJP warned that 

if  the Revanth govern-
ment does not with-
draw the HILT Policy, 
the people of  Hyderab 
ad will be forced to lau 
nch a "Save Hyderabad 
from Land Looting" 
movement, and the BJP 
will support and lead 
such a public agitation. 
They alleged that while 
the BRS, when in pow-
er, opened the "win-
dows" to the land loot 
episode by granting 
Free Hold status to 
some industrial land 
owners, the Congress 
has now opened the 
"doors," claiming that 
the "rule of  thieves has 
been replaced by the 
rule of  giant thieves."

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

Malkajgiri Mem-
ber of  Parliament 
Eatala Rajender met 
the Union Mi nister 
of  Youth Affairs, Sp 
orts, and Labour, 
Mansukh Mandavi-
ya, in New Delhi. He 
submitted represen-
tations requesting 
funds for the develop-
ment of  sports grou 
nds within his parlia-
mentary constitu 
ency.

Responding to a 
reque st from the BJP 
MLA can didate for 
Medchal constituen-
cy, Eenugu Sudarsh 
an Reddy, Eatala Ra-
jender requested the 
sanction of  funds for 
developing sports in-
frastru cture in the 
Polytechnic Colleges 
of  Medchal and Ra-

mantapur. Specifical-
ly, he requested ₹5 
crores for Medchal 
Polytechnic College 
and ₹5 crores for Ra-
mantapur Polytech-
nic College under the 
Khelo India scheme.

Eatala Rajender 
stated that providing 
adequate infrastruc-
ture and training for 
students is crucial to 
enhance India's pres-
tige in sports global-
ly. Union Minister 
Ma nsukh Mandavi-
ya respo nded posi-
tively, assuring that 
the fun ds would defi-
nitely be allocated in 
the upcoming budg-
et. Eenugu Sudar-
shan Reddy, the BJP 
contested MLA can-
didate for Medchal 
constituency, also 
participated in the 
meeting.

MP Eatala Rajender Requests ₹10 Crores for 
Development of Medchal Sports Grounds

BCs Incur 
Injustice: 
R. Krishnaiah

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025, Ex MLA Jaggared-
dy called upon Congress 
workers and leaders in 
the Sangareddy constitu-
ency to ensure the victo-
ry of  84 village Sarpan 
ches under the Congress 
banner. He instructed 
them to field candidates 
who stood with the Con-
gress during tough tim 
es, even if  they lack mon-
ey, and not to choose 
those who joined the par-
ty after the government 
came to power. He prom-
ised to arrange a meeting 
with him for the winning 
Sarpanches to secure 
funds for their villages.

He advised workers to 
ask for votes by high-
lighting the schemes im-
plemented under the 
leadership of  Sonia Gan-
dhi, Rahul Gandhi, Mal-
likarjun Kharge, and 
himself, such as free bus 

travel for women, gas cyl-
inders for ₹500, Sanna Bi-
yyam, Indiramma hous-
es, ₹2 lakh farm loan 
waiver, ₹500 bonus for 
paddy, ration cards, and 
200 units of  free electric-
ity. He warned that he 
would not forgive any 
Congress worker or lead-
er, regardless of  their po-
sition, who attempts to 
defeat a Congress Sar-
panch candidate.

He has mentioned that 
arrangements are being 
made to establish indus-
tries in the Sangareddy 
constituency with the co-
operation of  Minister for 
Industries Sridhar Babu 
and TGIIIC Corporation 
Chairperson Nirmala. 
He clarified that land is 
being acquired only if  
farmers voluntarily com 
e forward, and the estab-
lishment of  industries 

will provide jobs and em-
ployment opportunities 
for the local youth. He 
stated that Nirmala, as 
the TGIIIC Chairperson, 
is closely overseeing the 
industrial establishment 
work in Sangareddy and 
Patancheru constituen ci 
es.Addressing the Con-
gress workers and lead-
ers of  Sangareddy con-
stituency once again, Mr. 
Jagga Reddy clearly stat-
ed that Nirmala will be 
the MLA candidate in 
the next elections three 
years from now. He em-
phasized that even if  Ra-
hul Gandhi, Chief  Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy, and 
PCC President Mahesh 
Goud collectively sug-
gest otherwise, Nirmala 
will remain the Congress 
candidate, and they 
should not assume he 
will contest, but rather 
follow Nirmala.

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

Nag arkur nool  MP 
Mallu Ravi expressed 
confidence that the Con-
gress party will win the 
upcoming local body 
elections in Telangana, 
especially the Sarpanch 
elections. Speaking at a 
press conference in Del-
hi, he cited the results of  
the Jubilee Hills by-elec-
tion as proof  of  public 
support for the Congre 
ss's people-centric gove 
rnance.

Mallu Ravi stated that 
under CM Revanth Red-
dy's leadership, the Con-
gress government's ad-
ministration is running 
according to public opin-
ion, and people are satis-
fied with schemes like 
Sanna Biyyam (fine 
rice), 200 units of  free 
electricity, Indiramma 

houses, and free bus trav-
el for women. He noted 
that despite false propa-
ganda by the opposition, 
the public recognized the 
welfare programs and 
voted for the Congress 
candidate.

Mallu Ravi informed 
that holding the Pan-
chayat elections would 
enable the state to re-
ceive ₹3,500 crores from 
the Central Government. 
He mentioned that the 
government had previ-
ously intended to imple-
ment 42% BC reserva-
tions but couldn't due to 
various reasons, and 
therefore, the party will 
proceed with the Pan-
chayat elections by im-
plementing 42% reserva-
tions at the party level.

He refuted the opposi-
tion's allegations on the 
HILT Policy. He dis-

missed KTR's claims of  a 
massive cor ruption 
scandal, stating that the 
BRS government itself  
had granted permissions 
for land allocation and 
conversion. Mallu Ravi 
clarified that the current 
government only provid-
ed the opportunity to 
convert the purpose of  
those lands so they 
wouldn't remain vacant. 
He warned that if  the 
false propaganda doesn't 
stop, the BRS will face 
the same fate in the Pan-
chayat elections state-
wide as it did in the Jubi-
lee Hills Assembly. He 
praised Revanth Reddy 
for running the govern-
ment better than KCR, 
and noted that Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy has replaced 
Harish Rao and is work-
ing to rectify past mist 
akes.

Finally, he informed 
that he wrote a letter to 
PM Modi and Amit Shah 
seeking action against 
those responsible for the 
suicide of  a Dalit IPS of-
ficer in Haryana, and Ra-
hul Gandhi responded, 
promising to raise the is-
sue in Parliament. He 
also thanked PM Modi 
for providing ₹3 lakhs in 
aid from the Central 
Government to a Thalas-
semia patient in his par-
liamentary constitu 
ency.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

R. Krishnaiah, Na-
tional President of  
the BC Welfare Asso-
ciation and Rajya Sab-
ha Member, expressed 
concern that the Back 
ward Classes (BCs) 
are being disadvan-
taged because reser-
vations for Panchayat 
elections are being de-
termined with the dis-
trict as the unit. He 
stated that while the 
promise was to pro-
vide 42% reservation 
for BCs, even the ex-
isting 22% is not being 
properly implem ent-
ed. Speaking at a 
meeting organized in 
Kac higuda, Hyderab 
ad, chaired by BC Wel-
fare Association Na-
tional Vice President 
Gujja  Satyam, R. 
Krishnaiah pointed 

out that according to 
the GO-46 introduced 
by the government, 
2 2 %  r e s e r v a t i o n 
should be implement-
ed for BCs, but in 
some districts, it's not 
even reaching 10%. 
He demanded that the 
Mandal should be tak-
en as the unit to strict-
ly implement the 22% 
reser vations.

R. Krishnaiah criti-
cized that the BC res-
ervations were re-
duced to protect the 
interests of  upper 
castes. He lamented 
that upper castes are 
unwilling to see BCs 
become Sarpanches. 
He asserted that BCs 
are becoming aware 
and will launch a mov 
ement in the future to 
achieve reservations 
in the legislative bo 
dies.

HILT Policy: ₹6.29 Lakh Crore Scam, 
BJP Demands Policy Cancellation

Congress Will Win Sarpanch 
Elections; MP Mallu Ravi

Target to Win 84 Sarpanch 
Seats in Sangareddy

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

BRS leader KTR al-
leged that the Congress 
government has un-
veiled a ₹5 lakh cro re 
corruption scheme. He 
claimed that the HILTP 
(Hyderabad Industrial 
Land Transfer) Policy 
was introduced to hand 
over 9,292 acres of  
land. KTR recalled that 
previous governments 
had acquired govern-
ment land for employ-
ment and teaching op-
portunities and gave it 
to industrialists at very 
low prices, without re-
gard for the then-mar-
ket rates.

However, KTR criti-
cized that the current 
government is attempt-
ing to hand over 9,292 
acres of  land in 20 in-
dustrial parks in Hy-
derabad to private indi-
viduals. He condemned 
the Congress govern-
ment for allowing pri-
vate entities to con-
struct apartments on 
lands originally meant 
for industries and 
employment.

KTR stated that the 
GRID Policy intro-
duced by the BRS gov-
ernment allowed 50% 
usage for IT offices and 

the remaining 50% for 
other needs only after 
paying appropriate 
fees to the government. 
But, he alleged that the 
current Congress gov-
ernment is squander-
ing the land entirely 
for the profit of  private 
individuals, claiming 
that paying just 30% of  
the government regis 
tration value, irrespec-
tive of  market prices, is 
enough to transfer the 
government land.

KTR asserted that 
this policy has un-
leashed a ₹5 lakh crore 
land scam. He mock-
ingly suggested that 
Revanth Reddy intro-
duced this policy to ac-
cumulate wealth for 
generations to come 
and that he is attempt-
ing to stand alongside 
Ambani by orchestrat-
ing such a massive loot-
ing. He directed stu-
d e n t  l e a d e r s  t o 
undertake special pro-
grams to warn the pub-
lic against this theft. 
He pointed out that 
while Hyderabad lacks 
space for parks, hous-
es, and city corpora-
tors, stressing that the 
land does not belong to 
the Congress party's 
father.

HILTP Policy: Congress 
Unleashes ₹5 Lakh Crore 

Land Scam: KTR
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TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

The General Body 
Meeting of  the Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC) 
has approved the gov-
ernment’s major propos-
al to merge 27 munici-
palities located wit hin 
or adjacent to the Outer 
Ring Road (ORR) into 
the GHMC. This deci-
sion signals a significant 
overhaul in the adminis-
trative geography of  the 
Hyderabad metropolitan 
area. The GHMC official-
ly placed before the Cor-
poration the Preamble 
sent by the Telangana 
Government (Memo No. 
5924/MA(1)/2024, dated 
21–11–2025) which out-
lines the necessity of  

this action. The govern-
ment’s justification is 
rooted in the current 
state of  affairs, citing 
disparities in develop-
ment between the core 
GHMC area and the pe-
ripheral municipalities, 
alongside the pressure 
of  rapid and unplanned 
urbanization. By consol-
idating these bodies, the 
government aims to 
achieve several key ob-
jectives: uniform plan-
ning, providing im-
proved civic amenities 
(like sanitation, water, 
and roads), and fostering 
a coordinated metropoli-
tan development strate-
gy that benefits the en-
tire region. The list of  
municipalities approved 
for merger is extensive, 

including prominent ar-
eas such as Shamshabad, 
Manikonda, Tukkugu-
da, Medchal, and Nizam-
pe t, marking them as 
part of  the future ‘Great-
er’ GHMC. The proposal 
required the GHMC to 
review and study the im-
plications under the 
GHMC Act–1955 and 
submit its expert opin-
ion, which the Council 
promptly delivered by 
granting its final approv-
al to the Preamble. This 
move is expected to 
streamline governance 
but will also pose mas-
sive logistical challenges 
regarding infrastruc-
ture harmonization and 
tax collection across the 
newly expanded juris 
diction.

GHMC Council 
Approves Proposal to 
Merging 27 Peripheral 
Municipalities 

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

The protest involving 
self-immolation attempts 
by a faction of  the tran 
sgender community at 
the Borabanda bus stand 
has tragically resulted in 

a third death. The demon-
stration was reportedly 
staged in opposition to 
another transgender in-
dividual named Mon ali-
sa. Navaneeta (24), who 
had sustained severe 
burn injuries after pour-

ing petrol on herself  dur-
ing the protest, became 
the third victim to suc-
cumb to her injuries. She 
passed away while receiv-
ing treatment at a hospi-
tal located in Balanagar 
on Tuesday. This latest 
fatality follows the earli-
er deaths of  two other in-
dividuals involved in the 
tragic pro test: Afsana, 
who died on November 
20, and Heena, who pas 
sed away on November 
23. The escalating death 
toll, now stan ding at 
three, has intensified the 
tragedy surrounding the 
Borabanda incident and 
highlights the profound 
desperation and internal 
conflict within the com-
munity. The local author-
ities are likely conduct-
ing an ongoing inves 
tigation to fully under-
stand the root causes of  
the protest, the nature of  
the dispute with Monali-
sa, and the circumstanc-
es that led these individu-
als to resort to such 
extreme and fatal meas-
ures. The incident has 
drawn significant public 
attention to the challeng-
es, rights, and vulnerable 
conditions faced by the 
transgender community 
in the regi on.

Class X Student 
Dies by Suicide 
in Habsiguda 

Due to Academic 
Pressure

Death Toll Rises to Three 
Following Transgender 
Self-Immolation

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

A tragic incident un-
folded in Habsiguda, 
Hyderabad, where a 
Class X student, Sri 
Vaishnavi, died by sui-
cide after jumping from 
her apartment build-
ing. Preliminary police 
investigation points to 
the immense academic 
pressure she was facing 
as the catalyst for the 
tragedy. Vaishnavi was 
reportedly deeply dis-
traught after her pa 
rents scolded her spe-
cifically for receiving 
low marks in her stud-
ies. Immediately after 
the fall, local residents 
rushed the severely in-
jured student to Ga 
ndhi Hospital. Howev-
er, medical personnel at 
the hospital sadly con-
firmed that she was 
brought dead. Osma 
nia University (OU) Po-
lice were immediately 
infor med and dis-
patched to the scene, 

where they began the 
process of  collecting 
details from the griev-
ing family. A formal 
case has been regis-
tered, and a thorough 
investigation is under-
way. Police, utilizing 
the expertise of  the 
clue team, are meticu-
lously collecting physi-
cal evidence at the 
apartment. Their inves-
tigation involves close-
ly examining the height 
of  the fall and the spe-
cific sequence of  events 
that led her to access 
the building ’s rooftop. 
Furthermo re, police 
are extending their in-
quiry to Sri Chaitanya 
School, where Vaish-
navi studied, to record 
statements from teach-
ers and classmates. The 
incident has cast a pall 
of  deep sorrow over the 
community. Local resi-
dents are voicing seri-
ous concern over the 
rising academic stress 
faced by students. 

Secunderabad Cantonment Board 
Commences CC Road Works

Fine Imposed for 
Unsanitary Conditions 

 🛣️ TPN Bureau |  Nov 25, 2025, 
Smt. Bhanuka Narmada Mall-
ikarjun, a Nominated Member 
of  the Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board, inaugurated the 
construction of  a new CC (Ce-
ment Concrete) road in Ward 1’s 
Sanjeevayya Nagar Colony, Ch-
innatokatta. The move comes in 
response to the long-standing 
complaints from local residents 
regarding the dilapidated road 
conditions, which had been caus-
ing significant inconvenience. 
The new road project is estimat-
ed to cost ₹6 lakhs, and Smt. Mal-
likarjun assured the community 
that the construction would be 
completed efficiently within two 
days. During the inauguration, 
she took the time to personally 
interact with local residents to 

gather feedback on other press-
ing civic issues. The community 
members highlighted their need 
for new drainage lines and ex-
pressed significant dissatisfac-
tion with the condition and func-
tionality of  the existing public 
toilets. Responding promptly to 
these concerns, Smt. Narmada 
Mallikarjun promised to remove 
the problematic toilets as quickly 
as possible. The event saw the 
participation of  key local politi-
cal and community figures, in-
cluding Cantonment Ward 1 BJP 
President Jaipal Rakesh Singh, 
Ward Treasurer Dattatreya 
Namaji, local women leader An-
ita, and Colony President Dasari 
Ashok, signifying the coopera-
tive effort behind the infrastruc-
ture development.

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

Authorities in the 
Dundigal Municipal 
limits took stringent ac-
tion against a tyre oil 
godown located in the 
Dundig al  Revenue 
Ward following the dis-
covery of  severely un-
sanitary conditions 
surrounding its opera-
tio ns. The officials’ pri-
mary concern was the 
potential for the sub-
stantial lack of  clea nli-
ness to cause severe 
contamination of  the 
local groundwater, pos-
ing a serious threat to 
the public health of  the 
surrounding commu-

nity. Dundigal Munici-
pal officials promptly 
identified the violation 
and imposed a spot fine 
of  ₹5,000/- on the go-
down owner, signaling 
zero tolerance for envi-
ronmental hazards. Be-
yond the monetary pen-
alty, the officials issued 
mandatory instruc-
tions to the business 
owners. They we re or-
dered to immediat ely 
maintain high levels of  
hygiene arou nd the 
shop premises and 
strictly mandate that all 
workers utilize essen-
tial Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) kits, 
including masks, safety 

shoes, and hand gloves, 
to minimize operation-
al risks. The Municipal 
Commissioner, N. Ven-
kateshwar Naik, who 
was part of  the drive, 
also took the opportu-
nity to stress the man-
datory requirement for 
all businesses to obtain 
and maintain a valid 
Trade License. The en-
forcement team, which 
included Sanitary In-
spector Subhash and 
Environment Engineer 
Sathvik, confirmed 
they would continue 
vigilance to prevent 
such environmental 
and health violations in 
the future.

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

The Telangana Bar 
and Restaurants Own-
ers Association staged a 
forceful protest, accus-
ing the Excise Depart-
me nt of  unfairly over-
burdening them to boo 
st the state’s revenue. 
Damodar Goud, Presi-
dent of  the Association, 
voiced profound dis-
tress, specifically point-
ing out that the intro-
duction of  GO No. 145 

imposes a fresh finan-
cial burden on establish 
ments that are already 
operating at a loss. As-
sociation members 
gathered and staged a 
demonstration with 
placards outside the of-
fice of  Excise Minister 
Jupally Krishna Rao at 
Ravindra Bharathi in 
Hyderabad, demanding 
an immediate review of  
the new GO and resolu-
tion of  their operation-
al issues. Goud vehe-

mently stated that the 
arbitrary mistakes and 
harsh enforcement by 
officials are creating a 
bad reputation for the 
current state govern-
ment. He questioned 
the fairness of  facing 
retaliatory actions in-
stead of  receiving a re-
sponse to their official 
petitions. He detailed 
their financial compli-
ance, noting that they 
had already paid ₹40 
lakhs for the bar license 

renewal fee on Septem-
ber 30. However, he al-
leged that Excise offi-
cials are now resorting 
to threats to force them 
to pay an additional ₹4 
lakhs under the new 
GO, which was issued 
retrospectively on No-
vember 14, after the of-
ficial renewal deadline. 
The Association strong-
ly urged the govern-
ment to postpone the 
implementation of  the 
post-renewal GO until 

the next financial year. 
Additionally, they high-
lighted the exorbitant 
hike in the fee for shift-
ing bars, which was 
drastically raised from 
₹16 lakhs to ₹30 lakhs, de-
manding a reduction. 
They also requested the 
government to scrap 
the requirement for a 
Registrar Lease Deed in 
the rental agreement 
and ensure that permit 
rooms in wine shops ad-
here to regulations.

Bar Owners Demand 
Review of New Excise GO
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TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025, The police de-
partment in Mahesh-
waram Mandal, Rang-
ar eddy District, is 
actively implementing 
a commendable com-
munity service initia-
tive known as ‘Golden 
Care’ under the guid-
ance of  Rachakonda 
CP Sudheer Babu IPS 
and supervised by 
DCP Narayana Reddy 
IPS. CI Venkateshwar-
lu is lead ing the local 
efforts, focusing on 
providing comprehen-
sive support to the 
most vulner able resi-
dents. The initiative 

began by meticulously 
identifying and regis-
tering the details of  
lonely individuals 
aged 60 and above 
across four specific 
villages: Sirigiripu 
r a m ,  G a n g a r a m , 
Kalwakole, and Akan-
pally. The commit-
ment of  the police ex-
tends to offering 24-h 
our assistance to these 
seniors. This includes 
the essential delivery 
of  groceries and fresh 
fruits, as well as en-
suring that sick indi-
viduals receive neces-
sary medicines. Recog 
nizing the onset of  the 

cold season, the police 
team, led by CI Ven-
kateshwarlu, Sector SI 
Prasad, and the mo-
bile st aff, made a spe-
cial distribution of  
warm ite ms like rugs, 
sweaters, and muf-
flers. Crucially, the 
team makes sch ed-
uled welfare visits 
twice every week to 
personally check on 
the well-being of  the 
elderly, offering them 
a str ong sense of  secu-
rity and reassurance, 
thereby solidifying the 
image of  the polic e as 
a dedicated communi-
ty protector.

Date: 25-11-2025, Telangana Po-
lice Constable Sri Regalla Gopi 
(PC 3360) from the CAR Kham-
mam unit has brought immense 
pride to the state police depart-
ment by successfully completing 
the highly challenging “Kashmir 
to Kany akumari Cycling Expedi-
tion.” This prestigious national 
event was organized as “A Ride 
for Unity” by the Ministry of  
Youth Affairs & Sports, in collab-
oration with the Fit India Move-
ment, serving to commemorate 
the 150th Birth Anniversary of  
Sri Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, an 
iconic figure representing Indian 
unity. The arduous journey 
spanned 18 days, running from 
October 31 to November 17, 2025, 
and saw 150 cyclists cover a mon-
umental distance of  4,249 kilom-
eters. PC Gopi’s successful com-
pletion of  the entire route is a 
testament to his exceptional cy-
cling prowess, physical fitness, 
and mental resilience. His 
achievement was formally recog-
nized by senior department offi-
cials. Sri M. Ramesh, IPS, Inspec-
tor General of  Police (Sports), 
Telangana, along with Dy. SP & 
Sports Officer Sri R.V. Rama Rao 
and RI & Administrator K. Mad-
hu, personally felicitated and 
lauded Constable Gopi. They 
praised him for exemplifying the 
core virtues of  the police force—
discipline, courage, mental 
toughness, and superior physical 
capability—on a national stage, 
further enhancing the reputation 
of  the Telangana Police.

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025

M i n i s t e r  Po n n a m 
Prabhakar has issued 
swift and decisive orders 
for the immediate relo-
cation of  the dump yard 
situated in the Koheda 
Mandal Centre of  Siddi-
pet district. This action 
was taken following di-
rect appeals from the lo-

cal populace, who high-
l i g h t e d  t h e  s eve r e 
environmental and hea 
lth issues caused by the 
dump yard’s proximity 
to the residential areas 
and, critically, its loca-
tion adjacent to the Ba-
dugula lake. The Minis-
t e r ’ s  i m m e d i a t e 
response demonstrated 
a high degree of  sensi-

tivity to the public’s 
well-being. He wasted no 
time in communicating 
with the District Collec-
tor, who subsequently is-
sued the necessary di-
rectives for the transfer. 
Minister Prabhakar of-
ficially announced that 
the government has al-
located two acres of  
state land under Survey 

No. 998 within the Ko-
heda Mandal to serve as 
the new, designated 
dump yard location. 
This move promises sig-
nificant relief  to the lo-
cal residents from foul 
odors and potential con-
tamination. Furthermor 
e, the relocation is a life-
line for the fishermen 
communities who rely 

on the Badugula lake for 
their livelihood; remov-
ing the pollution source 
will allow the water 
body to regenerate and 
secure the families’ pro-
fession. The order signi-
fies the current govern-
m e n t ’ s  f o c u s  o n 
resolving regional civic 
and environmental is-
sues promptly.

Telangana Police Officer Completes 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari Cycling Expedition

Golden Care Initiative: CI 
Venkateshwarlu Supports the 
Elderly in Maheshwaram Mandal

Tense Situation at 
Khammam 

Collectorate After 
Protest Over 

Samineni Rama 
Rao’s Murder

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Orders 
Shifting of Koheda Dump Yard

TPN Bureau | Nov 
25, 2025

The atmosphere at 
the Khammam Dis-
trict Collectorate tur 
ned highly volatile fol-
lowing an attempt by 
leaders and activists 
of  the CPI(M) party to 
lay siege to the prem-
ises. This large-scale 
demonstration was 
organized to strongly 
condemn the recent 
and brutal murder of  
the party’s revered 
senior leader, Sam in-
eni Rama Rao. Promi-
nent figures in the 
protest included State 
Secretary John Wes-
ley and other key par-
ty functionaries, un-
derscoring the serio 
usness of  the issue for 
the CPI(M). As the 
protesters aggressive-
ly attempted to breach 
the Collectorate’s en-
try points, police per-
sonnel, who were al-
ready deployed in 
anticipation of  the 

demonstration, rap-
idly moved to block 
their path. The con-
frontation quickly de-
volved into a heated 
scuffle and pushing 
match between the de-
ter mined political 
leaders and the police 
force. Given the in-
tense nature of  the 
confrontation and the 
threat of  the situation 
escalating out of  con-
trol, a massive deploy-
ment of  police forces 
was strategically put 
in place across the 
area. This heavy po-
lice presence was es-
sential to restore or-
der, contain the agit 
ated crowd, and pre-
vent any further dam-
age or security breac 
hes at the administra-
tive headquarters. 
The incident high-
lighted the deep politi-
cal tension and the 
party’s demand for 
justice regarding the 
high-profile killing.

Minister Thummala Orders Immediate 
Start of Pending Cotton Ginning Mills

TPN Bureau | Nov 25, 
2025, Agriculture Minis-
ter Thummala Nag-
eswara Rao has express 
ed his firm discontent 
and issued strict instru 
ctions to the Agriculture 
Secretary Surendra Mo-
han and CCI (Cotton Cor-
poration of  India) offi-
cials regarding the 
delayed start of  cotton 

procurement in several 
centres. The Minister not-
ed that despite the state 
officially notifying 328 
ginning mills to function 
as CCI purchasing cen-
tres acro ss Telangana, a 
significant number of  
these mills have yet to be-
gin their operations, 
causing anxiety among 
farmers. This inaction 

persis ts even after the 
Ginning Millers Associa-
tion President Ravinder 
had reportedly assured 
the government that the 
mills would resume work 
following the withdrawal 
of  their strike. Minister 
Thummala personally in-
tervened by speaking 
with the association pres-
ident, unequivocally di-

recting that all remaining 
mills must commence 
cotton procurement with-
out any further delay. His 
primary concern is to en-
sure that the farmers face 
absolutely no disruption 
or hardship during the 
harvest season. He high-
lighted that substantial 
progress has already 
been made, with 2.35 lakh 

metric tonnes of  cotton 
already procured from 
1.32 lakh farmers. Minis-
ter Thummala’s clear 
mandate to the officials is 
to significantly accelerate 
the procurement process 
to ensure rapid transac-
tions and timely pay-
ments, thereby support-
ing the agricultural 
economy of  the state.
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Sheikh Hasina Conviction Raises 
Concerns Over Fair Trial and Rule of Law

The recent conviction of  
ousted Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina by 
the International Crimes Tri-
bunal (ICT) has sparked wide-
spread debate over the fair-
ness and legality of  the 
proceedings. While presented 
as a necessary act of  justice 
for the events of  July 2024, le-
gal experts and observers ar-
gue that the trial reflects seri-
ous procedural deficiencies 
and political influence.

The tribunal, originally es-
tablished to prosecute collabo-
rators of  the 1971 Bangladesh 
genocide, was repurposed to 
try Hasina in absentia after 
she went into exile. Critics ar-
gue this exceeds the body’s in-
tended mandate, creating a 
structural mismatch between 
its historical focus and the 
constitutional significance of  
prosecuting a former head of  
government. The tribunal’s 
reputation for prioritizing 
convictions over nuanced le-
gal standards further exacer-
b a t e s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t 

impartiality.
A central issue is the viola-

tion of  the principle of  natu-
ral justice, audi alteram par-
tem, or the right to be heard. 
Sheikh Hasina was represent-
ed by a state-appointed coun-
sel who had no access to her 
and could not receive instruc-
tions, rendering her defense 
effectively non-existent. Inter-
national norms, including the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (IC-
CPR), allow trials in absentia 
only when there is a clear 
guarantee of  a retrial once the 
accused returns. The ICT’s de-
cision to issue a death sen-
tence without such a safe-
guard has been widely 
criticized as incompatible 
with modern legal standards.

Legal analysts describe the 
proceedings as an example of  
“abusive constitutionalism,” 
where the law is employed not 
to uncover truth, but to vali-
date a predetermined out-
come. The transitional Mu-
h a m m a d  Y u n u s - l e d 

administration, lacking an 
electoral mandate, is accused 
of  leveraging the tribunal to 
consolidate political objec-
tives rather than pursue an 
impartial judicial process.

Observers warn that using 
a tribunal designed for histor-
ical retribution to prosecute 
contemporary political fig-
ures risks undermining the 
rule of  law. By transforming a 
judicial body into an instru-
ment of  the executive, the pro-
cess erodes the separation of  
powers and sets a troubling 
precedent for accountability 
in Bangladesh.

While proponents argue the 
conviction delivers moral clo-
sure for past grievances, legal 
scholars caution that justice 
cannot be equated with expe-
diency. The case has become a 
flashpoint in discussions on 
constitutional safeguards, the 
rights of  the accused, and the 
proper role of  transitional in-
stitutions in upholding the 
principles of  fairness and due 
process.

Is Indian skincare better 
than Korean, French, 
Japanese products?

As Indian consumers increas-
ingly seek effective skincare, a 
common question arises: which 
country makes the best prod-
ucts for Indian skin? According 
to dermatologists, there is no 
single answer, as “best” depends 
on individual concerns such as 
melasma, acne, dehydration, or 
photo-ageing, as well as skin tol-
erance, climate, and formula-
tion quality.

Indian skin, mostly Fitzpat-
rick types IV-VI, is pigmented, 
photoreactive, and prone to 
post-inflammatory hyperpig-
mentation (PIH). Dermatolo-
gists emphasize that products 
should prioritize barrier sup-
port, gentle brightening, and 
strong sun protection while 
minimizing irritation.

South Korea remains a leader 
in lightweight textures, humec-
tant-rich hydration, and sooth-
ing botanicals like centella, 
mugwort, and green tea. Korean 
brands such as COSRX, La-
neige, Dr.Jart+, and iUNIK are 
popular in India for daily gentle 
routines, glass-skin hydration, 
and early pigmentation preven-
tion. However, purely “original” 
Korean formulations can feel 
too dewy in peak Indian sum-
mers, making age- or skin-spe-
cific variants more suitable.

European brands like La 
Roche-Posay, Avène, Bioderma, 
and Vichy excel for reactive 
skin, post-procedure care, and 
photostable sunscreens tailored 
to deeper skin tones. Japanese 
brands, including Hada Labo, 
Muji, and Shiseido’s d program, 
are prized for fragrance-free, 
ceramide-rich formulations ide-
a l  for  dryness  and PIH 
prevention.

The United States continues 
to lead in high-strength actives: 
SkinCeuticals, Paula’s Choice, 
and Obagi are preferred for me-
lasma, acne scars, and photo-
ageing. Dermatologists caution 
starting low and gradually 
building tolerance to prevent ir-
ritation in Indian skin.

Notably, Indian skincare 
brands are emerging as top 
contenders. Minimalist, The 
Derma Co., Dot & Key, Plum, 
Dr. Sheth’s, and Re’equil of-
fer dermatologist-formulated 
products tested on Indian 
skin and tailored to local cli-
mates. Hybrid Korean-Indian 
b r a n d s  l i k e  D ’ y o u  a n d 
Quench Botanics combine 
global actives with pollution- 
and heat-adapted for mula-
tions. Key ingredients for In-
d i a n  s k i n  i n c l u d e 
niacinamide, azelaic acid, 
tranexamic acid, gentle reti-
noids, and photostable broad-
spectrum sunscreens.

“Ingredient quality, formula-
tion stability in heat and humid-
ity, patch-testing, and consistent 
sunscreen use matter far more 
than the country of  manufac-
ture,” says Dr. Deepali Bhard-
waj, consultant dermatologist 
at Max Hospital, Saket.

The bottom line: the best skin-
care for Indian skin increasing-
ly comes from India itself. 
Homegrown brands now rival, 
and often surpass, international 
products in efficacy, affordabil-
ity, and suitability for pigment-
ed, sensitive, and climate-adapt-
ed skin. Consistency, careful 
ingredient selection, and sun 
protection remain the most im-
portant factors for lasting 
results.

A tribute to Tejas. India’s delay culture 
is the real enemy in the skies

The tragic crash of  a 
Tejas fighter at the Dubai 
Air Show, which claimed 
the life of  the pilot, has 
prompted reflection on the 
broader challenges facing 
India’s indigenous air pow-
er. While the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) remains resil-
ient, professional, and ca-
pable, the incident under-
scores persistent gaps in 
domestic aircraft develop-
ment and the strategic costs 
of  a “catch-up” approach.

The IAF operates under 
unique pressures compared 
with the army and navy. As 
the first responder in most 
escalatory situations, a ser-
vice almost entirely led by 

combat-trained officers, 
and one that is heavily tech-
nology-dependent, it faces 
acute operational and tech-
nological demands. Unlike 
ground or naval forces, 
where numerical strength 
can sometimes offset tech-
nological gaps, air combat 
requires cutting-edge sys-
tems and seamless integra-
tion, leaving little room for 
error or delay.India’s strug-
gle to match adversaries 
has deep historical roots. 
Since the mid-1950s, when 
the U.S. began supplying 
Pakistan with advanced 
fighters, the IAF has often 
been in a reactive posture. 
Early domestic efforts, 

such as the HF-24 Marut in 
the 1960s, were hampered 
by engine shortages and 
technological limitations, 
even as 147 aircraft were 
built and 28 were lost in ac-
cidents. Later, the Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
Tejas project, cleared in 
1983, faced decades of  de-
lays before its first flight in 
2001, initial operational 
clearance in 2011, and full 
operational clearance still 
pending for its first squad-
ron until 2027.

Despite these delays, the 
Tejas is widely regarded as 
a capable and largely 
homegrown fighter, with 
only two crashes in 24 

years. Yet, software inte-
gration issues, particular-
ly synchronizing India’s 
indigenous electronic war-
fare systems with import-
ed radars and missiles, 
continue to slow produc-
tion, leaving gaps relative 
to Pakistan’s evolving JF-
17 fleet.

Experts note that India’s 
policy and procurement 
choices over decades—cou-
pled with technological 
gaps and slow adoption—
have contributed to a per-
sistent “catch-up” dynam-
ic. While domestic fighter 
programs are critical for 
self-reliance, repeated de-
lays and compromises car-

ry tactical and strategic 
costs. Critics argue that po-
litical and bureaucratic 
hesitancy, rather than op-
erational realities, has of-
ten dictated timelines, lim-
iting India’s ability to 
achieve timely parity or 
superiority in the subcon-
tinent’s air domain.

The Tejas crash is a 
somber reminder of  the 
bravery of  IAF pilots and 
the high stakes of  air com-
bat. It also serves as a call 
for introspection among 
policymakers on whether 
India’s air power ambi-
tions are matched by con-
sistent strategic and tech-
nological support.

Eulogising Hidma At India Gate: A Warning From 
The Campus Frontlines 

What began as a protest 
against air pollution at India 
Gate on Sunday took an unex-
pected turn when a group of  
university students publicly 
glorified Maoist terrorist 
Hidma, drawing sharp criti-
cism from across the political 
spectrum.

The students, reportedly af-
filiated with ultra-Left cam-
pus organisations, gathered 
at the C-Hexagon near the 
iconic Amar Jawan Jyoti. In-
stead of  focusing on environ-
mental concerns, they began 
chanting slogans in praise of  
Hidma, a dreaded Maoist 
commander who carried a 
bounty of  Rs 1 crore and was 
linked to at least 27 armed op-
erations against the Indian 
state, resulting in hundreds 
of  soldier casualties.

The irony was stark: the eu-

logy occurred within touch-
ing distance of  Amar Jawan 
Jyoti, a memorial dedicated 
to India’s fallen soldiers. Be-
yond celebrating Hidma, the 
group also vowed to resurrect 
the “Jantana Sarkar,” the 
parallel Maoist administra-
tion that controlled the so-
called ‘Red Corridor’ for dec-
ades. The corridor, which 
included areas like Phulnar-
Gundurwahi, was once the 
forbidden capital of  Maoist 
operations, complete with red 
flags, People’s Liberation 
Guerrilla Army cadres in ol-
ive-green uniforms, and le-
thal ambushes against secu-
rity forces.

Hidma’s death in a recent 
encounter marked the recla-
mation of  Gundurwahi by 
the state, ending years of  un-
challenged Maoist domi-

nance. Many Maoists have 
surrendered, and the govern-
ment’s writ is re-established, 
yet the ideology continues to 
resonate with certain seg-
ments, particularly among 
ultra-Left student groups.

Authorities moved swiftly 
to arrest the students, trig-
gering debate on the limits of  
free speech. Critics on the 
Left condemned the arrests, 
arguing that punitive meas-
ures could stifle student ac-
tivism and idealism. Howev-
er,  security experts and 
policymakers warn that glo-
rifying individuals responsi-
ble for decades of  terror is 
not mere rhetoric—it poses a 
direct challenge to national 
security. Even former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Sin-
gh had identified Maoist in-
surgency as India’s “no. 1 in-

ternal security threat.”
Observers note that while 

youth activism is essential in 
a democracy, romanticizing 
violent extremism risks nor-
malizing ideologies that have 
long caused suffering and 
destabilization. The India 
Gate incident serves as a 
warning from the campus 
frontlines: unchecked radi-
calism in universities can in-
tersect dangerously with po-
litical symbolism, requiring 
careful monitoring by both 
authorities and educators.

The protest has reignited 
national conversations on the 
balance between free expres-
sion, student activism, and 
the responsibility to uphold 
constitutional values, par-
ticularly when it comes to de-
fending India’s democratic 
and territorial integrity.
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“Democracy In India’s DNA”: PM Modi After 
Hoisting Flag At Ayodhya Temple

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday 
hoisted a saffron flag atop 
the Ram Mandir in Ayod-
hya during a sacred cere-
mony called Dhwaj Aro-
han, calling the moment a 
s te p  toward  heal ing 
“wounds and pain of  
centuries.”

The 22-foot triangular 
flag, adorned with the Sun 
symbol and the sacred 
‘Om’, was raised atop a shi-
khar built in the tradition-
al Nagara architectural 

style. Modi led the rituals 
in the presence of  sadhus, 
dignitaries, and members 
of  the Ram Janambhoomi 
Trust, marking a signifi-
cant religious and cultural 
milestone. Addressing the 
gathering, he said, “A 
500-year-old resolve is be-
ing fulfilled. Ayodhya is 
witnessing another epoch-
al event in its history. The 
entire country and globe 
are immersed in Ram.”

The Prime Minister 
highlighted India’s unique 
democratic heritage, coun-

tering claims that democ-
racy was borrowed from 
abroad. “Democracy is in 
our DNA,” he asserted, 
emphasizing the continui-
ty of  India’s civilizational 
values.

The ceremony coincided 
with Vivah Panchami, the 
auspicious day marking 
the marriage of  Ram and 
Sita, and also commemo-
rates the martyrdom day 
of  Guru Tegh Bahadur, 
who meditated in Ayodhya 
for 48 hours in the 17th 
century. The rituals were 

conducted by 108 Acharyas 
from Ayodhya, Kashi, and 
South India under the 
guidance of  Kashi scholar 
Ganeshwar Shastri.

Access to the temple was 
restricted to invited guests 
with QR-coded passes un-
til 2:30 pm, with around 
6,000 attendees expected. 
The city was spruced up in 
preparation, with roads 
cleaned, stop signs in-
stalled, and sanitation 
measures intensified.

This ceremony follows 
Modi’s earlier participa-

tion in key milestones of  
the temple: he presided 
over the consecration of  
Ram Lalla’s idol on Janu-
ary 22, 2024, and laid the 
foundation stone for the 
temple in August 2020, 
nearly a year after the Su-
preme Court awarded the 
2.77-acre disputed land for 
the Ram Mandir.

The event reflects a 
blend of  religious devo-
tion, cultural heritage, and 
the Prime Minister’s mes-
sage linking India’s spirit-
ual and democratic ethos.

India, Afghanistan Commit to Strengthen Trade Ties
TPN Correspondent | Mumbai

India, Afghanistan Com-
mit to Strengthen Trade 
Ties

India and Afghanistan 
have reaffirmed their com-
mitment to enhancing eco-
nomic cooperation and ex-
panding bilateral trade, 
following a meeting be-
tween Union Minister Pi-
yush Goyal and Afghani-
stan’s Minister of  Industry 
and Commerce, Alhaj 
Nooruddin Azizi ,  on 
Monday.

Sharing images of  the 
meeting on social media, 
Goyal said the discussions 
reflected a shared resolve 
to facilitate smoother 
movement of  goods and in-
vestment, deepen partner-
ships, and strengthen peo-
ple-to-people ties. Azizi, 
who is on a five-day visit to 
India, also met officials 
from the Associated Cham-
bers of  Commerce and In-
dustry of  India (ASSO-
CHAM) earlier in the day.

Highlighting the histori-
cal relationship between 
the two nations, Azizi said 
the visit aimed to enhance 
bilateral economic coop-
eration and explore new 
trade and investment op-
portunities. He noted that 

both countries were target-
ing bilateral trade of  near-
ly USD 1 billion, driven by 
strong interest from the 
private sector.

The Afghan minister 
added that the discussions 
covered potential collabo-
rations in mining, agricul-
ture, health, and invest-
ment sectors, emphasizing 
the untapped potential and 
mutual intent to work to-

gether effectively.
Azizi also addressed mi-

nor operational issues 
such as visa challenges 
and air corridor costs, 
which were reportedly re-
solved during the visit. He 
highlighted that resolving 
these matters would boost 
trade, investment, and 
transit between India and 
Afghanistan in the coming 
months.

The meeting underlines 
the renewed focus on stra-
tegic economic engage-
ment between India and 
Afghanistan, following 
years of  challenges in bi-
lateral trade due to region-
al instability and logisti-
cal hurdles. Both sides 
expressed optimism that 
the strengthened coopera-
tion would not only en-
hance commercial links 

but also foster long-term 
political and diplomatic 
relations.

This visit marks a sig-
nificant step in reinforc-
ing historical ties and 
building a framework for 
sustainable economic col-
laboration, reflecting both 
nations’ intent to leverage 
their resources and strate-
gic positions for mutual 
growth.

Zubeen’s Death “Plain and Simple Murder”’: 
Assam Chief Minister In Assembly

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Assam Chief  Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Tuesday stated in the As-
sembly that singer Zubeen 
Garg’s death in Singapore 
on September 19 was not 
an accident, but a “plain 

and simple murder”. Garg, 
52, had died while swim-
ming during a yacht trip 
while attending the North 
East India Festival (NEIF).

Sarma said that after a 
preliminary probe, Assam 
Police concluded the case 

was a murder. Four to five 
people are being booked in 
connection with the inci-
dent. “One of  the accused 
killed Garg, and others as-
sisted him,” Sarma added 
during an adjournment 
motion raised by the oppo-

sition to discuss the sing-
er’s death.

Following the incident, a 
Special  Investigation 
Team (SIT) under the 
Criminal Investigation De-
p a r t m e n t  ( C I D )  w a s 
formed to investigate, after 
over 60 cases were filed 
across the state. Addition-
ally, a one-man inquiry 
commission headed by 
Gauhati High Court judge 
Justice Soumitra Saikia 
was set up to probe the 
case.

Days after the death, 
seven people were arrest-
ed, including NEIF organ-
iser Shyamkanu Mahan-
t a ,  G a r g ’s  m a n a g e r 
Siddharth Sharma, two 
band members, and his 
cousin Sandipan Garg, a 
senior Assam police of-
ficer. Garg’s personal se-
c u r i t y  o f f i c e r s , 
Nandeswar Bora and Pra-
bin Baishya, were also 
taken into custody after 
investigations revealed fi-
nancial transactions ex-
ceeding Rs 1.1 crore from 
their accounts.

The accused are current-
ly in judicial custody and 

face charges under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), including murder, 
culpable homicide, crimi-
nal conspiracy, and caus-
ing death by negligence.

CM Sarma stated that 
the SIT will file a “water-
tight chargesheet” in De-
cember, and that the mo-
tive behind the crime will 
shock the state. The inves-
tigation will also expand to 
include criminal breach of  
trust and negligence.

The Singapore Police 
Force (SPF) is conducting 
an independent probe, 
while the state commis-
sion has extended the 
deadline for collecting 
statements and evidence 
till December 12. The in-
quiry began on November 
3, and the case continues to 
unfold with high public in-
terest across Assam and 
Northeast India.

The Delhi government 
has directed private offices 
to operate with 50% on-site 
staff  and allow the rest to 
work from home, as au-
thorities continue to urge 
caution amid hazardous 
air quality.

Chandigarh Police Bust Two Inter-State 
Narcotic Syndicates, 12 Held

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

In a major crackdown 
on organized drug net-
works, the Crime Branch 
of  Chandigarh Police 
has busted two inter-
state narcotic syndi-
cates, arresting 12 peo-
ple and seizing narcotics 
and assets worth over Rs 
8.15 crore.

In the first case, act-
ing on a tip-off, police ar-
rested Ashwani Kumar 
alias Ashu from Sector 
40 ,  recovering 47 .8 
grams of  heroin. Subse-
quent investigations led 
to the arrest of  Sonu ali-
as Kallu alias Don, Sal-
man, Sunil alias Darchi, 
and Anup, with the op-
erations exposing a key 
interstate  supplier, 
Bunty from Dhakoli, 
Zirakpur.  Raids  at 
Bunty’s residence recov-
ered 523 grams of  co-
caine, Rs 20.64 lakh in 
cash, gold ornaments, 

and other incriminating 
items. Additional sei-
zures  included 490 
grams of  cocaine, hero-
in, and crack balls, 
bringing the total haul 
from this syndicate to 
1.02 kg of  cocaine, 197 
grams of  heroin, 2.01 
grams of  ICE, cash of  Rs 
21 lakh, gold, and two ve-
hicles. Investigations re-
vealed Bunty sourced 
cocaine from Delhi-
based supplier Sunny 
and synthetic drugs 
from African nationals, 
with local peddlers dis-
tributing them across 
Chandigarh.

In the second case, on 
November 19, police ar-
rested Rahul and Arun 
Kumar, recovering 146.36 
grams of  cocaine. Fur-
ther interrogations led 
to arrests of  Inderjeet 
Singh alias Rohit, Tinku, 
Akash, and Vishal. Arun 
Kumar was identified as 

the main handler sourc-
ing cocaine from Delhi, 
while Rahul used GPS-
based “drop points” for 
deliveries. The opera-
tion recovered 184 grams 
of  cocaine, 279 grams of  
heroin, Rs 5 lakh drug 
money, gold and silver 
jewellery, two vehicles, 
and a note-counting 
machine.

Crime Branch SP Jas-
bir Singh said both syn-
dicates were highly or-
ganized, using digital 
payments, proxy bank 
accounts, and interstate 
supply chains. Investiga-
tions are ongoing to 
trace further networks 
and suppliers involved 
in both operations.

These coordinated 
raids mark a significant 
effort by Chandigarh Po-
lice to dismantle struc-
tured narcotics opera-
tions affecting multiple 
states.

Ambedkar, Constitution 
subjected to ‘ferocious 

assault’ by RSS: Congress

TPN Correspondent |New 
Delhi

The Congress on Tues-
day (November 25, 2025) 
c l a i m e d  t h a t  B . R . 
Ambedkar and the Indi-
an Constitution have 
faced a “ferocious as-
sault” from the RSS, a 
trend that, according to 
the party, has continued 
since the drafting of  the 
Constitution 76 years 
ago.

Congress general sec-
retary and in-charge of  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
Jairam Ramesh, re-
called Ambedkar’s role 
in moving the resolution 
for the formal adoption 
of  the draft Constitution 
in the Constituent As-
sembly, emphasizing the 
significance of  Ambed-
kar’s acknowledgment 
of  the Congress party’s 
contribution. In his clos-
ing speech before mov-
ing the resolution, 
Ambedkar had praised 
the Congress for its role 

in shaping India’s foun-
dational legal document, 
Ramesh noted.

Ramesh underscored 
that while the Constitu-
tion was meticulously 
drafted to ensure equal-
ity, justice, and demo-
cratic governance, it im-
m e d i a t e l y  f a c e d 
challenges from ideolog-
ical groups like the RSS, 
which opposed several 
provisions and princi-
ples. “The assault on 
Ambedkar and the Con-
stitution was fierce then, 
and unfortunately, the 
attempts to undermine 
the values enshrined in 
the Constitution contin-
ue today,” he said.

The Congress high-
lighted that Ambedkar’s 
vision for India was 
rooted in social justice, 
equality, and the protec-
tion of  fundamental 
rights, which remain 
cornerstones of  India’s 
democracy. The party 
called on citizens and po-

litical leaders to remain 
vigilant and safeguard 
the Constitution against 
efforts to distort or di-
lute its core values.

This statement comes 
amid ongoing political 
debates about constitu-
tional interpretation 
and the role of  institu-
tions in preserving dem-
ocratic norms. Ramesh 
emphasized that revisit-
ing Ambedkar’s speech-
es and contributions is 
crucial to understand-
ing the intent behind the 
Constitution and defend-
ing it against attempts to 
politicize or undermine 
it.

By drawing attention 
to Ambedkar’s legacy, 
the Congress seeks to re-
inforce its commitment 
to constitutional values 
and democratic princi-
ples, stressing that the 
protection of  these prin-
ciples is essential for the 
nation’s unity, equality, 
and justice.
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Trump’s DOGE Denies Shutdown, Promises 
Return Soon

TPN Bureau | Washington

The Department of  
Government Efficiency 
(DOGE), once led by 
Elon Musk, has denied 
recent reports claiming 
it was shutting down, 
calling such stories 
“fake news” and prom-
ising to resume its reg-
ular updates in the 
coming days. The clari-
fication comes amid 
conflicting statements 
about the department’s 
status, with some ear-
lier reports, including 
by Reuters, suggesting 
D O G E  h a d  b e e n 
disbanded.

In a post on X, DOGE 
highlighted its recent 
achievements, noting 
that in the past week 
alone it terminated 78 
contracts, saving tax-
payers $335 million. 
The department said it 
continues to collabo-
rate with other federal 
agencies to modernize 
technology and soft-
ware, aiming to en-
hance efficiency and 
productivity across the 
U.S. government. Act-
ing head Amy Gleason 
emphasized that DOGE 

remains active despite 
the lack of  a permanent 
head following Elon 
Musk’s departure eight 
months ago.

L a u n ch e d  u n d e r 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 

Trump, DOGE’s man-
date has been to stream-
line government opera-
tions, reduce waste, 
and cut unnecessary 
spending. According to 
DOGE’s online tracker, 

the department has re-
portedly saved $214 bil-
lion as of  October 4 
through measures in-
cluding contract can-
cellations, renegotia-
t i o n s ,  s t o p p i n g 

improper payments, 
and workforce reduc-
tions, though some ex-
perts have questioned 
the accuracy of  these 
figures.

S e v e r a l  f o r m e r 

DOGE officials have 
moved to other govern-
ment roles. Zachary 
Terrell, who handled 
sensitive health-system 
data at DOGE, is now 
the CTO at the Depart-
ment of  Health and Hu-
man Services. Jeremy 
Lewin, involved in dis-
mantling USAID under 
DOGE, has become the 
Acting Under Secretary 
of  State for Foreign As-
sistance, while Rachel 
Riley, another former 
member, is now Acting 
Chief  of  the Office of  
Naval Research.

Despite past uncer-
tainty, DOGE reiterated 
that its mission re-
mains ongoing, and it is 
preparing to resume its 
standard Friday up-
date. The department’s 
statement reinforced 
that the organization 
continues to execute 
President Trump’s 
agenda of  modernizing 
government systems 
and ensuring fiscal re-
sponsibility, reassuring 
the public and federal 
partners that opera-
t i o n s  a r e  f u l l y 
functional.

Lahore HC Restores Imran Khan’s Plea to Consolidate 
107 Cases

TPN Correspondent |  Abuja, 
Nigeria

The Lahore High 
Court has revived a 
writ petition filed by 
jailed PTI founder Im-
ran Khan, seeking the 
consolidation of  all 107 
c a s e s  r e g i s t e r e d 
against him, mainly re-
lated to the May 9 vio-
lence. The petition, 
originally filed in 2023, 
had been dismissed ear-
lier due to non-prosecu-
tion. Chief  Justice Aal-
ia Neelum accepted an 
application on Khan’s 
behalf, restoring the pe-
tition and scheduling 
the matter for hearing 
on Tuesday.

Khan’s plea argues 
that many of  the FIRs 
are politically motivat-
ed and involve overlap-
ping allegations across 
Punjab. It also high-
lighted logistical chal-
lenges, as multiple 
hearings were often 
fixed on the same day 
in different districts, 
making it impossible 
for him to appear be-
fore several courts si-
multaneously. Consoli-
dation, the petition 

contends, is essential 
for practical access to 
justice.

Meanwhile, the Is-
lamabad High Court 
(IHC) had on October 24 
issued orders regard-
ing jail visits for Khan. 

The court directed that 
all meetings be con-
ducted strictly accord-
ing to the approved 
schedule and that Adia-
la Jail authorities com-
ply with security proto-
cols. A three-member 

bench led by Chief  Jus-
tice Sarfaraz Dogar em-
phasized that all future 
visits follow estab-
lished procedures.

Recently, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief  Min-
ister Muhammad So-

hail Afridi visited Khan 
in Adiala Jail under 
court-sanctioned proto-
cols.  His  petition, 
which sought to discuss 
governance and cabi-
net formation, faced 
initial objections from 

the IHC registrar’s of-
fice. However, Justice 
Arbab Muhammad Ta-
hir overruled these ob-
jections, allowing the 
meeting and issuing no-
tices to the interior sec-
retary, Punjab inspec-
tor general of  police, 
and the jail superinten-
dent for compliance.

This development 
comes amid ongoing 
scrutiny of  Khan’s le-
gal and political situa-
tion. His legal team, 
represented by Advo-
cate Ali Bukhari and 
through Advocate Gen-
eral Shah Faisal, em-
phasized fresh legal 
grounds for the peti-
tion, citing unfinished 
cabinet formation and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
concerns.

The restoration of  
Khan’s consolidation 
plea is seen as a key 
step in streamlining his 
le g al  proceedings, 
which have drawn na-
tional and internation-
al attention due to the 
political implications 
of  the multiple cases 
against the for mer 
Prime Minister.

India, Canada to Fast-Track Trade Deal Amid New Foreign Policy

TPN Correspondent |   Tel 
Aviv/Europe

Canada and India 
are set to accelerate 
talks on a new trade 
deal following a period 
of  strained relations, 
Canadian Foreign Min-
ister Anita Anand an-
nounced on Monday. 
The announcement 
comes after a meeting 
between Canadian 

Prime Minister Mark 
Car ney and Indian 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at the G20 
summit in South Afri-
ca, where both leaders 
a g r e e d  t o  r e s t a r t 
stalled negotiations.

Anand highlighted 
that Ottawa’s new for-
eign policy approach, 
shaped by a more pro-
tectionist global envi-

ronment and the after-
math of  US President 
Donald Trump’s trade 
war, is driving the ex-
pedited timeline. “The 
leaders were adamant 
that this work proceed 
as quickly as possible,” 
Anand said in a tele-
phone interview with 
the Associated Press. 
Carney is expected to 
visit India early next 

y e a r  t o  a d v a n c e 
discussions.

Relations between 
the two nations had 
been tense since 2023, 
after Canadian author-
ities accused New Del-
hi of  involvement in 
the assassination of  
Canadian Sikh activist 
Hardeep Singh Nijjar 
near Vancouver. Four 
Indian nationals in 

Canada were charged 
in connection with the 
case, which led Ottawa 
to suspend trade talks. 
Diplomatic ties im-
proved in June 2025 
when Carney invited 
Modi to the G7 summit 
in Alberta and both 
countries  restored 
their top diplomats in 
August.

Anand emphasized 

that Canada aims to 
double non-US trade 
over the next decade 
and sees India as a key 
partner. “This is a com-
pletely new approach 
to foreign policy… a 
moment for Canada as 
a trading nation,” she 
said. Canada is India’s 
seventh-largest trade 
partner for goods and 
services and a major 
foreign investor. Both 
nations expect bilater-
al trade to reach USD 
50 billion by 2030.

The renewed push 
r e f l e c t s  C a n a d a ’s 
broader strategy to di-
versify trade beyond 
the US and strengthen 
economic ties with key 
partners like India and 
China. Anand noted 
that Canada remains 
ready to engage with 
the US on trade issues 
while actively pursu-
ing agreements with 
other nations to secure 
its position in a shift-
ing global economic 
landscape.

T h i s  a c c e l e r at e d 
t r a d e  i n i t i a t i v e 
marks a significant 
step toward repair-
ing India-Canada re-
lations and boosting 
long-ter m economic 
cooperation.

China Launches 
Shenzhou 22 to Aid 

Stranded Astronauts

TPN Correspondent | Pakistan

Afghanistan’s Minister for 
Commerce and Industry, Alhaj 
Nooruddin Azizi, has made a 
strong pitch to India, emphasiz-
ing that Kabul is “open for busi-
ness” even as tensions with Pa-
k i s t a n  h ave  t e m p o r a r i ly 
disrupted trade routes. Speaking 
during his first visit to New Del-
hi, Azizi underscored Afghani-
stan’s desire to expand bilateral 
trade, investment, and diplomat-
ic engagement with India.

Azizi confirmed that Afghani-
stan will dispatch a commercial 
attaché to New Delhi within a 
month and is progressing on ap-
pointing new ambassadors in 
both capitals. He assured that 
full security guarantees are in 
place for Indian diplomats, add-
ing that the Taliban government 
is removing large blast walls 
erected during the US presence, 
signaling a safer environment 
for foreign missions.

On economic cooperation, Azi-
zi stressed that current trade be-
tween India and Afghanistan 
stands at $1 billion, far below po-
tential. He highlighted efforts to 
subsidize Ariana Afghan Air-
lines and support private carri-
ers to strengthen the India-Af-
ghanistan air corridor, making 
freight cheaper and more pre-
dictable. He also mentioned 
plans to explore sea routes via 

Iran and land routes through 
Central Asia, reducing depend-
ency on Pakistan.

Regarding Afghanistan’s rich 
mineral and rare-earth resourc-
es, Azizi welcomed Indian par-
ticipation, provided companies 
comply with Afghan regulations. 
“We give equal access for trade 
to all,” he said, emphasizing In-
dia’s technological advantage 
and competitive pricing as rea-
sons it remains a preferred 
partner.

The minister also highlighted 
women’s entrepreneurship, not-
ing that the Afghan Chamber of  
Commerce for Women is expand-
ing offices and facilitating $100 
million in partnerships with 
NGOs and private firms. He in-
vited Indian women-focused 
businesses to collaborate with 
Afghan women entrepreneurs.

Concluding his visit, Azizi ex-
tended formal invitations to Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar and Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal to visit Afghani-
stan in June or July 2026 and en-
couraged Indian journalists to 
report on Afghanistan’s private 
sector and development. Amid 
regional tensions, Azizi’s out-
reach signals Kabul’s determi-
nation to strengthen economic 
and diplomatic ties with India 
while promoting peace and 
stability.

Taliban Pushes Trade Ties 
with India Amid Border 

Tensions

TPN Correspondent | Dhaka

China successfully launched 
the Shenzhou 22 spacecraft on 
Tuesday to assist in the even-
tual return of  three astronauts 
temporarily stranded aboard 
the Tiangong space station. 
The crew had docked on the sta-
tion on November 1, 2025, but a 
damaged spacecraft had left 
them without a guaranteed re-
t u r n  ve h i c l e  i n  c a s e  o f  
emergency.

The Shenzhou 22 mission is 
unmanned and is scheduled to 
be used sometime in 2026 to 
bring the astronauts safely 
back to Earth. The launch fol-
lows complications earlier this 
month when the Shenzhou 20 
crew faced a nine-day delay in 
returning home due to a dam-
aged spacecraft window. That 
team eventually returned using 
the Shenzhou 21 spacecraft, 
which had delivered the re-
placement crew to the station.

The damaged Shenzhou 20 
craft remains in orbit and is 
slated for a controlled return 
later, after which Chinese space 
authorities will assess the vehi-
cle. State broadcaster CCTV re-
ported that the spacecraft did 
not meet safety standards re-
quired for transporting astro-

nauts, prompting the deploy-
ment of  Shenzhou 22 as a 
precautionary measure.

China’s Tiangong program, 
meaning “Heavenly Palace,” 
has steadily expanded over the 
past few years, with astronauts 
conducting missions and con-
structing the station module by 
module. Unlike the Interna-
tional Space Station, which has 
been operational for 25 years, 
Tiangong is smaller and entire-
ly managed by China’s mili-
tary-controlled space program. 
Beijing developed the station 
after being excluded from the 
ISS due to U.S. national securi-
ty concerns.

Since its first crewed mission 
in 2021, Tiangong has hosted 
multiple teams of  astronauts, 
demonstrating China’s rapidly 
advancing capabilities in hu-
man spaceflight. The Shenzhou 
22 launch underscores China’s 
commitment to maintaining 
continuous human presence in 
orbit while addressing safety 
challenges. With this mission, 
authorities aim to ensure that 
the current crew has a reliable 
means of  return and that Chi-
na’s space program continues 
its steady progress in orbital 
operations.
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Markets Slip on Foreign Fund Outflows, 
Weak Asian Cues

E q u i t y  m a r k e t s 
opened lower on Tues-
day, weighed down by 
foreign fund outflows 
and weak cues from 
Asian peers. The BSE 
Sensex slipped 55 points 
to 83,923.48, while the 
NSE Nifty 50 dipped 
40.95 points to 25,722.40 
in early trade.

Among the Sensex 
stocks, Power Grid, 
Eter nal,  HCL Tech, 
Maruti, Tata Motors, 
and Infosys were the ma-
jor laggards, while Bhar-
ti Airtel, Titan, Reliance 
Industries, and Mahin-
dra & Mahindra gained 
ground.

According  to  ex -
change data, Foreign In-
stitutional Investors 
(FIIs)  sold equities 
worth Rs 1,883.78 crore 
on Monday, continuing a 
trend of  persistent out-
flows. In contrast, Do-
mestic Institutional In-
vestors (DIIs) bought 
shares worth Rs 3,516.36 
crore, providing partial 
support to the market.

“FIIs’ renewed selling 
is constraining the rally 
in the market. In the last 
four days, FIIs have of-
floaded equities worth 
Rs 14,269 crore. Higher 

valuations in India and 
muted earnings growth 
are restraining foreign 
investors, who are now 
focusing on cheaper 
markets with better 
ear nings potential,” 
said V K Vijayakumar, 
Chief  Investment Strat-
egist, Geojit Investments 

Limited.
In Asian markets, 

most indices traded low-
er, with South Korea’s 
Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei 
225, and Shanghai’s SSE 
Composite under pres-
sure. Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng was an exception, 
trading in positive 

territory.
US markets ended 

mostly higher on Mon-
day, providing mixed 
global cues. The Brent 
c r u d e  b e n c h m a r k 
slipped 0.20% to USD 
64.76 a barrel, adding to 
the cautious sentiment.

In the previous ses-

sion, the Sensex had 
inched up 39.78 points to 
83,978.49, while the Nifty 
gained 41.25 points to 
settle at 25,763.35. Ana-
lysts suggest that mar-
ket direction will con-
tinue to be influenced by 
FIIs’ selling patterns, 
d o m e s t i c  e a r n i n g s 

growth, and global eco-
nomic cues.

The early weakness 
highlights investor cau-
tion amid valuation con-
cerns and global volatil-
ity, even as domestic 
institutional support of-
fers some cushion to the 
markets.

Rupee Rises 11 Paise to 88.66 Against Dollar

The Indian rupee rebound-
ed on Tuesday, settling 11 pai-
se higher at 88.66 against the 
U.S. dollar amid a mix of  do-
mestic and global factors.

Forex traders noted that 
while the rupee showed signs 
of  recovery, gains remained 
limited due to a firm dollar, 
continued foreign fund out-

flows, and subdued domestic 
equity markets. These factors 
tempered a sharper apprecia-
tion in the currency.

Early trade saw the rupee 
hovering around 88.70 before 
gradually strengthening as 
selling pressure eased. Ana-
lysts attributed the recovery 
to improved market senti-

ment and lower demand for 
dollars in the spot market.

“While the rupee’s rebound 
is encouraging, persistent for-
eign capital outflows and a 
strong greenback globally are 
preventing more significant 
gains,” said a senior forex 
dealer at a leading Mumbai-
based bank.

The U.S. dollar index, which 
measures the greenback’s per-
formance against a basket of  
major currencies, remained 
supported by expectations of  
stable interest rates in the 
United States. This limited 
the rupee’s upward movement 
despite some domestic buying 
interest.

In the domestic equity mar-
kets, the Sensex and Nifty 
opened lower amid cautious 
investor sentiment, further 
restricting foreign inflows 
and keeping pressure on the 
currency.

Analysts suggest that in the 
near term, the rupee is likely 
to trade in a narrow range, in-
fluenced by global dollar 
trends, foreign institutional 
investor (FII) activity, and do-
mestic macroeconomic indi-
cators such as trade balance 
and inflation data.

The rupee had faced pres-
sure in the previous sessions 
due to large outflows by for-
eign investors, with equities 
witnessing net selling. How-
ever, improved domestic de-
mand for the currency and 
easing market concerns pro-
vided support, allowing the 
rupee to recover part of  its 
losses.

With global markets expect-
ed to remain volatile, forex 
traders are closely watching 
U.S. economic data, crude oil 
prices, and domestic fund 
flows to gauge the currency’s 
trajectory in the coming 
weeks.

The rupee’s  rebound, 
though modest, reflects resil-
ience amid global uncertain-
ties and ongoing volatility in 
capital markets.

Rupee Rises 11 Paise to 88.66 Against Dollar

Microsoft Signs 
$9.7B Deal With IREN 

for Nvidia Chips

Microsoft has entered into 
a $9.7 billion contract with 
data-center operator IREN, 
securing access to Nvidia’s 
advanced chips to address the 
growing demand for artificial 
intelligence (AI) computing 
power. The deal aims to help 
Microsoft overcome bottle-
necks that have limited its 
ability to fully capitalize on 
the AI boom.

According to IREN’s filing, 
a portion of  the funds from 
Microsoft’s prepayment will 
be used to finance part of  its 
$5.8 billion deal with Dell, 
which supplies Nvidia’s 
GB300 chips and other equip-
ment essential for Microsoft’s 
AI infrastructure.

The announcement had an 
immediate impact on the 
stock market. IREN shares 
surged more than 20% in pre-
market trading on Monday, 
reflecting investor optimism 
about the strategic partner-
ship. Dell’s shares also rose 
5%, given its role in providing 
the AI-server hardware that 
Microsoft will deploy.

Analysts say the deal un-
derscores Microsoft’s com-
mitment to expanding its AI 
capabilities at a time when 
demand for high-perfor-
mance computing is skyrock-
eting. By securing priority 

access to Nvidia chips 
through IREN, Microsoft can 
accelerate the rollout of  its AI 
products and services while 
managing supply chain 
challenges.

“Access to cutting-edge 
Nvidia chips is critical for Mi-
crosoft to maintain competi-
tiveness in the AI sector,” said 
an industry analyst. “This 
deal not only strengthens its 
data-center capacity but also 
helps hedge against global 
s e m i c o n d u c t o r  s u p p l y 
constraints.”

The partnership also illus-
trates the growing trend of  
tech giants collaborating with 
data-center operators to se-
cure hardware essential for 
AI workloads, signaling the 
strategic importance of  sup-
ply chain management in the 
AI race.

Microsoft and IREN did 
not provide exact timelines 
for deployment, but the 
scale of  the contract indi-
cates a significant expan-
sion of  Microsoft’s AI infra-
structure in the coming 
months. The move is expect-
ed to reinforce Microsoft’s 
position in the AI market 
while giving IREN and Dell 
a substantial boost in reve-
n u e  f r o m  c h i p - r e l a t e d 
contracts.

India’s 92% AI adoption rate the highest in Asia 
Pacific: BCG report

India has emerged as 
the front-runner in 
workplace artificial in-
telligence (AI) adoption 
in the Asia Pacific re-
gion, with 92% of  em-
ployees using AI in 

their daily work, ac-
cording to a report by 
B o s t o n  C o n s u l t i n g 
Group (BCG).

Across the Asia Pa-
cific, 78% of  workers 
regularly use AI, sur-

passing the global aver-
age of  72%. The report, 
published by BCG X, the 
firm’s technology build 
and design arm, high-
lights the region’s lead-
ership in integrating AI 

across workplaces, from 
of fices to frontline 
operations.

“India’s AI adoption 
rate, the highest in Asia 
Pacific, signals not just 
enthusiasm but readi-

ness for the next phase 
of  transfor mation,” 
said Nipun Kalra, India 
Leader, BCG X. He not-
ed that 58% of  frontline 
Indian employees re-
ceive clear guidance on 
AI use, nearly double 
the regional average, 
fostering responsible 
a n d  s c a l a b l e 
innovation.

The study shows AI 
adoption is no longer 
confined to managerial 
roles. Across Asia Pa-
cific, 70% of  frontline 
employees now use AI 
weekly or more, com-
pared to 51% globally, 
demonstrating how 
workers at all levels are 
d r i v i n g  d i g i t a l 
transformation.

Despite optimism, 
concerns remain. 52% 
of  employees worry AI 
may replace their roles, 
while only a third fully 
understand how AI 
tools work. Additional-
ly, 58% admitted they 
would use AI without 
company approval, un-
derscoring the need for 

better governance and 
oversight.

BCG emphasized that 
sustained AI progress 
will require effective 
leadership, upskilling, 
and organizational de-
sign. “Organizations 
must move from experi-
mentation to reimagin-
ing operating models, 
building governance, 
skills, and structures 
that turn AI’s promise 
into measurable enter-
prise and economic val-
ue,” Kalra added.

The findings high-
light India’s readiness 
for large-scale AI adop-
tion and the critical 
need for structured 
frameworks to ensure 
that the technology ben-
efits both businesses 
and employees while 
mitigating risks.

This report positions 
India not only as a re-
gional leader in AI 
adoption but also as a 
model for responsible 
and strategic AI inte-
gration across emerg-
ing economies.

SBI Q2 Net Profit 
Jumps 10% to ₹20,160 

Crore

State Bank of  India (SBI) 
reported a 10% year-on-year 
rise in net profit for the sec-
ond quarter ended September 
30, 2025, at ₹20,160 crore, driv-
en by improved asset quality 
and gains from strategic 
investments.

A key contributor to the ro-
bust performance was the 
sale of  a 13.18% stake in Yes 
Bank, which generated a prof-
it of  ₹4,593 crore. This excep-
tional gain significantly 
boosted the bank’s overall net 
earnings for the quarter.

The bank’s performance 
also reflects strengthened as-
set quality across its lending 
portfolio, which helped offset 
pressures from other opera-
tional costs. Analysts note 
that SBI’s proactive approach 
in managing non-performing 
assets and strategic stake 
sales is reinforcing its finan-
cial position.

“This quarter’s results 
highlight SBI’s ability to gen-
erate exceptional returns 
through smart investment de-
cisions while maintaining 

healthy lending practices,” 
said an industry expert.

SBI, India’s largest public 
sector lender, continues to 
leverage its wide branch net-
work and digital banking 
footprint to drive growth, 
while balancing risk manage-
ment and capital allocation. 
The gains from the Yes Bank 
stake sale underscore the 
bank’s focus on unlocking 
v a l u e  f r o m  s t r a t e g i c 
investments.

With robust capital buffers 
and improved asset quality, 
SBI is well-positioned to 
maintain steady growth in 
the coming quarters, even as 
the broader banking sector 
faces challenges from fluctu-
ating interest rates and evolv-
ing credit demand.

The bank’s strong quarter-
ly performance also strength-
ens investor confidence, re-
f l e c t i n g  i t s  c o n t i n u e d 
dominance in India’s bank-
ing landscape and its capac-
ity to capitalize on both op-
erational  and strate gic 
opportunities.
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Blinkit, Myntra, Google Pay Top India’s Online 
Choices: BofA Survey

Blinkit, Myntra, and 
G o o g l e  P ay  h av e 
emerged as the most 
preferred platforms for 
online shopping and 
transactions in India, 
according to a new 
B a n k  o f  A m e r i c a 
(BofA) internet survey 
conducted in November 
2025. The survey cap-
tured insights from 
over 1,000 Indian users, 
highlighting shifting 
trends in e-commerce, 
digital payments, and 
consumer behavior.

The survey reveals 
that  Blinkit  leads 
a m o n g  q u i ck - c o m -
merce platforms, re-
flecting growing de-
mand for fast delivery 
of  groceries and essen-
tials, while Myntra re-
mains the top choice for 
fashion and lifestyle 
products. Google Pay 
dominates the digital 
payments space, con-
solidating its position 
as a preferred method 
for both peer-to-peer 
transfers and online 
transactions.

BofA’s findings sug-
gest a significant shift 
toward integrated digi-

tal experiences, where 
consumers increasing-
ly favor platforms that 
combine ease of  use, 
convenience, and relia-
bility. The survey also 
highlighted a surge in 

mobile-first transac-
tions,  with smar t-
phones continuing to 
serve as the dominant 
device for online pur-
chases and payments.

Other notable trends 

include rising interest 
in app-based shopping, 
the influence of  person-
alized recommenda-
tions, and the growing 
adoption of  buy-now-
p a y - l a t e r  ( B N P L ) 

schemes, reflecting a 
broader transforma-
tion in how Indian con-
sumers engage with 
digital commerce.

The survey indicates 
that trust and user ex-

perience are central to 
platform preference. 
Blinkit and Myntra’s 
customer-friendly re-
turn policies and fast 
delivery options con-
tributed to their high 
rankings, while Google 
Pay’s security features 
and seamless interface 
drove its leadership in 
digital payments.

Industry experts sug-
gest that the survey un-
derscores the dynamic 
nature of  India’s online 
e c o s y s t e m ,  w h e r e 
speed, convenience, and 
trust are increasingly 
shaping consumer loy-
alty. As e-commerce and 
fintech continue to 
evolve, platforms that 
adapt to user expecta-
tions and integrate 
multiple services are 
likely to maintain a 
competitive edge.

This latest BofA sur-
vey provides a compre-
hensive snapshot of  In-
dia’s online consumer 
behavior, offering valu-
able insights for busi-
nesses, investors, and 
policymakers navigat-
ing the rapidly growing 
digital market.

Delhi Restaurateur Claims Zomato Lists His Eatery 
as “Unavailable”

A Delhi restaurateur has 
raised concerns over Zoma-
to repeatedly marking his 
restaurant as “unavailable”, 
even when nearby eateries 
remain open. Gagandeep 
Singh Sapra, owner of  Tad-
ka Rani in Greater Kailash 
1, shared a video on X show-
ing the app displaying his 
restaurant as unavailable 
while others within 50 me-
ters continued to receive 
orders.

Sapra alleged that this is-
sue occurs during peak 
hours, affecting rider alloca-
tion and impacting his busi-
ness. He claimed to have re-
ported the problem for 31 
days without resolution. The 
restaurateur also suggested 
that the move might be 
aimed at increasing Zoma-
to’s commission, which he 
says already exceeds 52% of  
sales. He accused the plat-
form of  using a system 
gli tch to  fur ther  hike 
charges.

Following the post, Aditya 
Mangal, Zomato’s Food De-
livery CEO, responded, stat-
ing that the matter would be 
investigated. Sapra’s com-
plaint also mentioned Deep-
inder Goyal, CEO of  Zoma-
t o ’s  p a r e n t  c o m p a n y, 

Eternal, implying senior 
management awareness of  
the issue.

The video Sapra shared 
highlights the growing frus-
tration among restaurant 
owners over app-based deliv-
ery platforms controlling 
visibility and rider alloca-
tion, a long-standing point 

of  contention in the food-
tech industry.

Zomato, which dominates 
India’s online food delivery 
market, has faced similar al-
legations from other restau-
rateurs in the past regard-
ing system glitches, order 
prioritization, and high 
commission charges. Indus-

try experts say such con-
cerns reflect the need for 
greater transparency and 
fairness in algorithmic man-
agement of  restaurants on 
delivery platforms.

Sapra has urged Zomato to 
rectify the listing and en-
sure fair access to riders, 
emphasizing that repeated 

unavailability listings dur-
ing busy hours are harming 
his revenue and customer 
base. The company’s formal 
investigation is awaited, and 
it remains to be seen wheth-
er corrective measures will 
be implemented to restore 
the restaurant’s visibility on 
the app.

Man Turns Hulk, But Paint Mishap Leaves Him Green for Days

A British man’s attempt to 
become the Incredible Hulk 
for an event in Benidorm 
turned into a multi-day or-
deal after a paint mishap left 
him stuck in green.

The man, identified as 
Kane, used green fabric paint 
instead of  body-safe makeup 
while preparing for a night 
out. His friend, Graham 

White, who documents city 
life on TikTok, filmed Kane 
applying the paint with a 
brush, smiling as he trans-
formed into the superhero.

However, the fun quickly 
turned into frustration when 
Kane discovered that the 
paint would not wash off  eas-
ily. Scrubbing and showering 
for hours proved futile, leav-

ing him in a Hulk-like state 
for several days.

The unusual incident has 
gone viral on social media, 
eliciting laughter, sympathy, 
and warnings from users 
about the importance of  us-
ing safe, removable body 
paints for costumes. Experts 
caution that fabric paints are 
not intended for skin and can 

cause irritation if  left on for 
long periods.

Kane’s experience serves 
as a cautionary tale for cos-
players and partygoers, high-
lighting the need to double-
check product labels and use 
proper makeup or body paint 
when transforming into 
characters.

Despite the mishap, Kane 

reportedly maintained his 
good humor, sharing the or-
deal online and joking about 
being “the real-life Hulk” 
until the paint finally came 
off. The story has sparked a 
mix of  amusement and con-
cern, reminding others that 
not all paints are created 
equal when it comes to skin 
safety.

Mountains Warming 
50% Faster Than Global 

Average: Study

Mountain regions world-
wide, including the Himalayas, 
are warming nearly 50% faster 
than the global average, posing 
significant risks to ecosystems 
and over a billion people de-
pendent on mountain water re-
sources, a new study reveals. 
Published in Nature Reviews 
Earth and Environment, the re-
search highlights the phenom-
enon of  elevation-dependent 
climate change (EDC), where 
environmental changes accel-
erate at higher altitudes.

The study, led by researchers 
from the University of  Ports-
mouth, UK, with contributions 
from India’s Uttaranchal and 
Jawaharlal Nehru universities, 
analysed global datasets and 
case studies across mountain 
ranges including the Alps, Ti-
betan Plateau, and High-Moun-
tains Asia. Findings show that 
between 1980 and 2020, moun-
tains experienced an enhanced 
warming of  0.21°C per century, 
drying of  11.5 mm per century, 
and snow loss of  25.6 mm per 
century compared to lowlands.

Lead researcher Nick Pepin 
noted that accelerated warm-
ing is driven by factors such as 
loss of  snow and ice, surface 
albedo changes, specific hu-
midity, and aerosols from low-

lands, which increase snow-
melt. He emphasized that 
intermediate elevations, where 
snowlines are receding, are 
changing most rapidly.

The study warns that rising 
temperatures are causing gla-
ciers to shrink faster, increas-
ing the likelihood of  devastat-
ing floods in regions dependent 
on meltwater, such as China 
and India. Ecosystems are also 
under threat as flora and fauna 
move uphill in search of  cooler 
climates, eventually reaching 
altitudes where survival be-
comes impossible, leading to 
potential species loss.

Projections suggest contin-
ued warming of  0.13°C per cen-
tury in mountain regions 
throughout the 21st century, al-
though precipitation patterns 
remain uncertain. Researchers 
stress that these changes have 
global implications, affecting 
water security, agriculture, and 
biodiversity far beyond moun-
tain communities.

The study underscores the 
urgent need for targeted cli-
mate adaptation strategies in 
high-altitude regions to miti-
gate the cascading environ-
mental and socio-economic 
i m p a c t s  o f  a c c e l e r a t e d 
warming.

India, Japan Join Forces 
on Giant Telescope to 

Hunt for Aliens

India and Japan are collabo-
rating to build one of  the 
world’s most advanced astro-
nomical instruments, the Thir-
ty Metre Telescope (TMT), de-
signed to probe the deepest 
reaches of  the universe and 
search for signs of  extraterres-
trial life. With a massive 30-me-
tre primary mirror, the tele-
scope will surpass existing 
instruments in size and capa-
bility, offering unprecedented 
clarity in observing distant gal-
axies,  black  holes,  and 
exoplanets.

The TMT project is an inter-
national initiative involving In-
dia, Japan, and two leading U.S. 
universities. Unlike traditional 
telescopes, TMT’s primary mir-
ror is formed by 500 smaller 
mirrors precisely aligned, a 
technological challenge where 
India plays a crucial role. Indi-
an scientists and engineers 
from the Indian Institute of  As-
trophysics (IIA), Bengaluru; 
Inter-University Centre for As-
tronomy and Astrophysics (IU-
CAA), Pune; and Aryabhatta 
Research Institute for Observa-
tional Sciences (ARIES), Naini-
tal, have developed opto-me-
chanical systems to ensure 
perfect mirror alignment, a 
critical factor for the tele-
scope’s success.

Dr. Saku Tsuneta, Vice Chair 

of  Japan’s Committee on Na-
tional Space Policy, explained 
that the larger the mirror, the 
more light it can capture, ena-
bling discoveries about ex-
tremely distant cosmic objects. 
Indian technology is central in 
managing the alignment and 
calibration of  these mirrors, 
highlighting the nation’s grow-
ing role in global science 
collaborations.

The telescope will be con-
structed at Mauna Kea, Hawaii, 
at an altitude of  4,000 metres, 
chosen for its clear skies and 
minimal atmospheric interfer-
ence. Japan already operates an 
8.2-metre telescope at the site, 
which has delivered ground-
breaking astronomical obser-
vations for over 25 years.

India joined TMT as a found-
er-member partner in 2014, con-
tributing to optical and infra-
red astronomy expertise. The 
telescope is expected to rede-
fine humanity’s understanding 
of  the universe, potentially an-
swering one of  the most pro-
found questions: Are we alone 
in the cosmos?

This collaboration under-
scores India’s strength in high-
precision science and engi-
neering, while of fering a 
platform for cutting-edge dis-
coveries in astronomy and 
astrobiology.
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Medvedev, Bopanna to lead star-studded 
field at WTL India debut

The World Tennis League 
(WTL) is set to make its In-
dia debut in Bengaluru 
from December 17 to 20, 
with World No. 13 and 2021 
US Open champion Daniil 
Medvedev headlining a stel-
lar lineup. The exhibition 
tournament, known for its 
team-based format and en-
tertainment-centric atmos-
phere, unveiled its team 
compositions on Monday, 
confirming a strong inter-
national field.

India’s veteran doubles 
specialist Rohan Bopanna 
will team up with Medvedev, 
creating one of  the event’s 
most anticipated pairings. 
Their partnership adds lo-
cal flavour and significant 
competitive intrigue to the 
four-day tennis showcase.

Alongside Medvedev, sev-
eral high-profile names are 
set to light up the tourna-
ment.  Canada’s  Denis 
Shapovalov, known for his 
explosive shot-making, will 
be in action. Ukraine’s Eli-
na Svitolina, a consistent 
Top-20 presence and former 
WTA Finals runner-up, 
brings added star power to 
the women’s field. Australi-
an crowd favourite Nick 
Kyrgios, making a return to 

competitive action, is ex-
pected to draw fans with his 
charismatic on-court style.

Joining them are France’s 
Gael Monfils, celebrated for 
his athleticism and flair, 
and Spain’s Paula Badosa, a 
former World No. 2 whose 
power-packed game has 

made her a regular contend-
er on the WTA Tour. Their 
presence underscores the 
tournament’s status as a 
m a j o r  o f f - s e a s o n 
attraction.

The WTL, first conceived 
as a blend of  sport and en-
tertainment, features mixed 

teams competing across sin-
gles, doubles, and mixed 
doubles formats. Its Bengal-
uru edition marks the 
league’s first expansion into 
India, a country with a 
growing appetite for inter-
national tennis events.

With elite players, fan-

friendly scheduling, and a 
festive atmosphere, the 
WTL’s India debut promises 
high-quality tennis and 
global appeal. For local fans, 
the Medvedev-Bopanna 
pairing is set to be one of  
the biggest draws of  the 
tournament.

India–Pakistan T20 World Cup clash set for Feb 15 
in Colombo

India and Pakistan are 
set for another high-volt-
age showdown at the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup 2026, 
with their group-stage 
clash scheduled for Febru-
ary 15 at Colombo’s R. Pre-
madasa Stadium. The mar-
quee fixture will be their 
first meeting since India 
dominated a heated trilogy 
of  matches in the 2024 Asia 

Cup.
The ICC is expected to 

formally unveil the full 
tournament schedule in 
Mumbai on Tuesday. As per 
early details, India have 
been drawn in the same 
group as Pakistan, USA, 
N a m i b i a  a n d  t h e 
Netherlands.

India will open their 
campaign on the tourna-

ment’s opening day, Febru-
ary 7, against the USA in 
Mumbai. They will then 
travel to Delhi to face Na-
mibia on February 12, be-
fore heading to Colombo 
for the much-anticipated 
Pakistan encounter. Their 
final group match will take 
place against the Nether-
lands at Ahmedabad’s Nar-
endra Modi Stadium.

The 2026 T20 World Cup, 
co-hosted by India and Sri 
Lanka, will run from Feb-
ruary 7 to March 8. The for-
mat remains unchanged, 
featuring 20 teams divided 
into four groups of  five. 
The top two teams from 
each group will advance to 
the Super Eight stage, 
which will again be split 
into two groups of  four. 

The best two sides from 
each will qualify for the 
semifinals.

Depending on India’s 
progression, their Super 
Eight fixtures are slated for 
Ahmedabad, Chennai and 
Kolkata. Should they reach 
the semifinals,  India’s 
match will be hosted in 
Mumbai. The second semi-
final will be held either in 
Colombo or Kolkata, de-
pending on Pakistan or Sri 
Lanka’s qualification path. 
The final is scheduled in 
Ahmedabad, though the 
venue could shift to Colom-
bo if  Pakistan make the ti-
tle clash.

Apart from co-hosts In-
dia and Sri Lanka, the 18 
participating teams in-
clude Australia, England, 
South Africa, West Indies, 
New Zealand, Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh,  Pakistan, 
USA, Ireland, Canada, Ita-
ly, Netherlands, Namibia, 
Zimbabwe, Nepal, Oman 
and UAE. India enter the 
tournament as defending 
champions after defeating 
South Africa in the 2024 fi-
nal in Barbados.

Real Madrid held 2-2 by Elche as winless 
run extends to three

Real Madrid’s struggles 
continued as Jude Belling-
ham’s late equaliser sal-
vaged a 2-2 draw against 
Elche in La Liga on Sunday, 
stretching their winless 
streak to three matches. Ma-
drid twice came from be-
hind but were unable to find 
a winner, slipping into a pe-
riod of  inconsistency after a 
dominant start to the 
season.

Elche struck first through 
Aleix Febas in the 53rd min-
ute, capitalising on a sloppy 
defensive moment from the 
visitors. Madrid, who en-
tered the match following a 
0-0 draw with Rayo Valleca-
no and a 1-0 Champions 
League defeat to Liverpool, 
looked short of  fluency for 
large parts of  the contest. 
Dean Huijsen eventually 
pulled Madrid level in the 
78th minute, finishing off  a 
well-worked move.

However, Elche respond-
ed almost immediately. Ál-
varo Rodríguez restored the 
home side’s lead in the 84th 
minute, punishing Madrid’s 
inability to defend in transi-
tion. With time running out, 
Bellingham delivered once 
again, firing home from in-
side the box in the 87th min-
ute to make it 2-2 and avoid 

a second straight league 
defeat.

Vinícius Júnior made an 
appearance off  the bench 
but could not change the 
outcome. Elche were re-
duced to 10 men deep in 
stoppage time as Víctor 
Chust received a red card, 

but Madrid couldn’t capital-
ise. The result pushed Ma-
drid a point ahead of  Barce-
lona, who had returned to 
the revamped Camp Nou a 
day earlier with a com-
manding 4-0 win over Ath-
letic Bilbao.

Elche, sitting 11th, re-

main without a win for six 
consecutive league games.

Elsewhere in La Liga, an 
own goal by Domingos Du-
arte handed Atletico Ma-
drid a narrow 1-0 win over 
Getafe, marking their fifth 
straight victory across com-
petitions. Captain Koke cel-

ebrated his 700th appear-
ance, although Marcos 
Llorente was forced off  ear-
ly due to injury.

Real Betis were held 1-1 by 
struggling Girona, while 
Oviedo and Rayo Vallecano 
played out a goalless draw, 
each finishing with 10 men.

South Africa score 
220/4, lead India by 

508 runs

South Africa tightened their 
grip on the second Test in Guwa-
hati by declaring their second in-
nings at 260 for 5 on the fourth 
day, leaving India to chase an 
enormous 549-run target. The 
visitors, already in a dominant 
position, batted with composure 
through Tristan Stubbs and 
Tony de Zorzi, whose partner-
ship effectively shut the door on 
India’s hopes of  a manageable 
chase.

The morning session had of-
fered India a glimmer of  oppor-
tunity. Ravindra Jadeja, continu-
ing his probing spell, removed 
early wickets on his way to im-
pressive figures of  4 for 62. Wash-
ington Sundar supported him 
well with a wicket, and together 
the duo reduced South Africa to 
77 for 3. On a surface beginning 
to show visible signs of  turn and 
variable bounce, India sensed an 
opening.

However, Stubbs and de Zorzi 
rebuilt with remarkable disci-
pline. Stubbs, in particular, 
showcased maturity, crafting an 
excellent 94 off  180 balls. His in-

nings was marked by patience 
and selective aggression, frus-
trating the Indian bowlers. De 
Zorzi complemented him effec-
tively, scoring a fluent 49 off  68 
deliveries. Their 101-run stand 
for the fourth wicket not only 
steadied the innings but also 
pushed the match beyond India’s 
control.

South Africa’s declaration 
came shortly after Stubbs fell, 
six runs short of  what would 
have been a deserved century. 
With the pitch offering increas-
ing assistance to spin—as evi-
dent from the sharp turn ex-
tracted by both Jadeja and 
Washington—the task ahead for 
Indian batters is daunting.

India now face a monumental 
challenge. To save the Test, they 
require resilience and applica-
tion on a deteriorating wicket; 
to win, they need a record-
breaking effort. With South Af-
rica firmly in command, the 
hosts’ focus may now shift to 
surviving the final day against 
a confident and varied bowling 
attack.

India edged 2-3 by 
Belgium in rain-hit Azlan 

Shah clash

The Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team put up a spirited perfor-
mance but fell short in a tightly 
contested 2-3 defeat to Belgium 
in a rain-affected Sultan Azlan 
Shah Cup match, rescheduled 
and played on Tuesday in Ipoh, 
Malaysia. Despite periods of  
dominance and resilient defend-
ing, India could not overturn 
Belgium’s clinical finishing.

Belgium struck first through 
Roman Duvekot in the 17th min-
ute, capitalising against the run 
of  play after India had controlled 
possession early on. Goalkeeper 
Pawan was impressive through-
out the opening exchanges, mak-
ing crucial saves and keeping 
India in the contest as Belgium 
earned back-to-back penalty cor-
ners in the first quarter. India, 
meanwhile, moved the ball well 
but struggled to convert their 
b u i l d - u p  i n t o  c l e a r 
opportunities.

Early in the second quarter, In-
dia thought they had equalised 
when Dilpreet Singh slotted 
home following a swift move. 
However, the effort was disal-
lowed for dangerous play, allow-
ing Belgium to maintain their 1-0 

a dv a n t a g e  h e a d i n g  i n t o 
halftime.

India started the second half  
with renewed energy. Their per-
sistence paid off  when Abhishek 
scored in the 33rd minute, finish-
ing off  a well-constructed attack 
to level the game. With momen-
tum shifting, India pressed ag-
gressively, looking for a second 
goal. But Belgium responded 
sharply, regaining the lead in the 
45th minute as Nicolas De Kerpel 
converted from a penalty 
corner.

The final quarter saw India 
push hard, but Belgium once 
again found success through Du-
vekot, who netted his second 
goal in the 57th minute. India re-
fused to back down, pulling one 
back moments later through 
Shilanand Lakra, also in the 
57th minute, to set up a tense 
finish.

Despite late pressure and 
promising phases of  play, India 
could not find the equaliser. The 
narrow defeat, however, high-
lighted the team’s fighting spirit 
and competitive edge as they 
continue their Azlan Shah Cup 
campaign.
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‘Andhra King Taluka’ ticket 
sales begin ahead of Nov 

27 release

Ticket sales for Andhra 
King Taluka, the upcoming 
action entertainer starring 
Ram Pothineni, have offi-
cially gone live, building 
excitement ahead of  the 
film’s theatrical release on 
November 27, 2025. The 
movie will hit screens in 
both Telugu and Kannada, 
marking one of  Ram’s most 
ambitious projects in re-
cent years.

Directed by Mahesh 
Babu P, the film has already 
generated notable buzz 
through its trailer, songs, 
and promotional content. 
With advance bookings 
gradually opening across 
more regions, the makers 
are optimistic that the 
strong pre-release momen-
tum will translate into sol-
id early footfall. Fans are 
also eagerly awaiting the 

announcement of  premiere 
show timings, expected to 
be revealed shortly.

Bhagyashri Borse plays 
the female lead opposite 
Ram, while the supporting 
cast features an impressive 
lineup. Kannada star Upen-
dra appears in a significant 
role, bringing additional 
star power to the film. Ra-
hul Ramakrishna, Rao 
Ramesh, Murali Krishna, 
Rajiv Kanakala, and Satya 
also contribute to the en-
semble, promising a mix of  
drama, humour, and emo-
tional depth.

Music for Andhra King 
Taluka is composed by the 
p o p u l a r  d u o  Viv e k –
Mervin, whose songs have 
received positive feedback 
online. Their soundtrack 
has been highlighted as 
one of  the film’s key 

strengths, helping build 
anticipation among young-
er audiences.

Produced by Mythri 
Movie Makers, a banner 
known for delivering high-
production-value enter-
tainers, the film is expect-
ed to be a major release for 
the late-November window. 
With just days to go before 
its arrival in theatres, in-
dustry watchers are keen 
to see how the movie per-
forms, especially given 
Ram Pothineni’s recent fo-
cus on big-scale commer-
cial cinema.

As advance bookings 
continue to expand, early 
indications suggest that 
Andhra King Taluka could 
open strongly in both Telu-
gu states and Karnataka, 
setting the stage for a 
promising box-office start.

‘Rebel Saab’ song trends nationwide 
with strong 24-hour numbers

Ranbir Kapoor criticised 
over ‘vegetarian’ claim after 

Netflix special sparks debate

Ananya Panday stuns in 
classy new look as teaser 
with Kartik Aaryan drops

Ananya Panday has set so-
cial media abuzz yet again — 
this time with both a fresh film 
teaser and a striking new pho-
toshoot that has left fans capti-
vated. The actress, who was 
last seen in Telugu cinema 
with Liger alongside Vijay De-
verakonda, is now gearing up 
for her next Bollywood outing, 
Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera 
Tu Meri, co-starring Kartik 
Aaryan.

The film’s teaser, released 
earlier in the day, has already 
generated considerable chat-
ter. Featuring Kartik and 
Ananya as Ray and Rumi, the 
short clip unfolds like a vivid 
rom-com dipped in colour and 
old-school charm. The duo is 
seen exchanging playful glanc-
es and engaging in light-heart-
ed banter, set against pictur-
esque backdrops that enhance 
the nostalgic tone. Viewers 
have praised the chemistry be-
tween the leads, noting the 
teaser’s refreshing mix of  fun, 
warmth and visual appeal.

Even as the teaser trended 
across platforms, Ananya 
managed to make an independ-

ent fashion statement. She 
shared a series of  photos from 
the teaser launch event, in-
stantly drawing attention for 
her elegant and understated 
style. Dressed in a fitted, 
earthy-toned outfit, the actress 
posed seated on the floor — a 
simple setup that unexpected-
ly amplified the sophistication 
of  the look. With soft, natural 
waves in her hair and minimal 
accessories, Ananya’s aesthet-
ic carried a blend of  effortless 
glamour and cinematic poise.

Fans flooded the comments 
praising her “classy” and 
“breathtaking” appearance, 
with many noting that the pho-
tographs looked straight out of  
a film still. The combination of  
the buzzy teaser and Ananya’s 
standout styling has posi-
tioned the project strongly in 
the public eye.

With excitement building 
around Tu Meri Main Tera 
Main Tera Tu Meri, the film’s 
promotional campaign is off  to 
a promising start, leaving au-
diences eager for the upcom-
ing trailer and soundtrack 
releases.

Gujarati Film ‘Laalo’ Set 
to Cross 100 Crore Mark

Laalo – Krishna Sada Sa-
haayate, a recent Gujarati de-
votional drama, is making 
waves at the box office, inch-
ing closer to a remarkable 100 
crore gross despite being pro-
duced on a modest budget of  
just 50 lakh rupees. Directed 
by Ankit Sakhiya, the film has 
already amassed a total of  74 
crore rupees and is approach-
ing its 50-day theatrical run, 
highlighting its steady and 
g r ow i n g  a p p e a l  a m o n g 
audiences.

The film’s journey at the 
box office has been unusual. 
While it recorded only aver-
age numbers during the first 
week, strong word-of-mouth 
and audience appreciation 
helped it gain momentum 
over time. Today, Laalo stands 
out not just as a commercial 
success but as a landmark 
achievement in Gujarati cin-
ema. If  it crosses the 100 crore 
mark, it will become the first 
Gujarati film to reach this 
benchmark, setting a new 
s t a n d a r d  f o r  r e g i o n a l 
cinema.

Laalo stars Reeva Rachh, 
Shruhad Goswami, Karan 
Joshi, and Mishty Kadecha in 

pivotal roles. The story fol-
lows a  rickshaw driver 
trapped in a farmhouse, who 
confronts past traumas while 
experiencing divine visions 
of  Lord Krishna. Guided by 
these spiritual experiences, 
the protagonist undergoes a 
transformative journey of  
self-discovery, healing, and re-
demption. The film’s unique 
blend of  devotional themes, 
emotional storytelling, and 
strong performances has reso-
nated with audiences across 
Gujarat and beyond.

Critics have praised the film 
for its heartfelt narrative, 
soulful music, and the way it 
blends spirituality with relat-
able human struggles. Audi-
ences have echoed this senti-
m e n t ,  m a k i n g  L a a l o  a 
slow-burning hit that proves 
regional cinema can achieve 
nationwide acclaim.

With continued screenings 
and strong audience support, 
Laalo – Krishna Sada Sahaay-
ate is poised to not only cross 
the 100 crore gross milestone 
but also inspire confidence in 
Gujarati filmmakers aiming 
for larger commercial success 
in the mainstream market.
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The first song from 
Prabhas’ upcoming 
pan-India film The 
Raja Saab—titled “Re-
bel Saab”—has taken 
social media by storm, 
trending across plat-
forms within hours of  
its release. Unveiled 
on November 23, 2025, 
the track has quickly 
energised fans and 
heightened expecta-
tions around the film, 
which is gearing up 
for a Sankranthi 2026 
release.

Despite being re-
leased later than ini-
tially anticipated, the 
song drew a solid re-
sponse online. In the 
first 24 hours, “Rebel 
Saab” garnered 14.92 
mil l ion views and 
335.4K likes on You-
Tube. While the num-
bers do not break ma-
jor records, industry 
observers consider 
them impressive for a 
song that  dropped 
without extensive pre-
release promotions. 
Notably,  the  track 
crossed 100K likes 
within just 23 minutes, 
highlighting Prabhas’ 
m a s s i v e  f a n 
following.

Audience reactions 
have been overwhelm-

ingly positive, with 
many praising Prab-
has’ screen presence, 
styling, and powerful 
mass appeal in the vid-
eo. Fans noted that the 
star appears in top 
form, surpassing the 
impact of  his recent 
on-screen looks. Social 

media platforms were 
flooded with celebra-
tory posts and fan ed-
i ts  soon af ter  the 
song’s release.

A special screening 
held at Vimal Theatre 
in Hyderabad wit -
nessed a massive turn-
out, with fans cele-

brating in trademark 
“mass”  s tyle.  T he 
high-energy visuals 
and catchy composi-
tion contributed to the 
festive atmosphere, 
giving fans a theatri-
cal experience even 
b e f o r e  t h e  f i l m ’s 
release.

The strong recep-
tion to “Rebel Saab” 
has boosted anticipa-
tion for The Raja Saab, 
with viewers now ea-
gerly awaiting the up-
coming trailer and 
subsequent songs. As 
Sankranthi approach-
es, the film is expected 

to be one of  the biggest 
festival releases.

Following The Raja 
Saab, Prabhas is set to 
appear in several ma-
jor projects, including 
Fauji, Salaar 2, and 
Kalki 2, further adding 
to the excitement sur-
rounding his lineup.

Ranbir Kapoor has found 
himself  at the centre of  a 
fresh controversy after clips 
from Netflix’s new reality 
special Dining With the Ka-
poors triggered questions 
about his earlier claims of  
turning vegetarian. The spe-
cial, which features mem-
bers of  the Kapoor family 
sharing memories and con-
versations over a meal, did 
not initially draw much at-
tention. However, online de-
bate erupted after a Reddit 
user alleged that the dishes 
served in the episode ap-
peared to be predominantly 
non-vegetarian.

The criticism does not 
stem from what Ranbir ate 
on camera, but from what 
viewers see as a contradic-
tion between the visuals and 
previous public statements. 
Ahead of  his role as Lord Sri 
Rama in Nitesh Tiwari’s 
Ramayana, Ranbir’s PR team 
had repeatedly claimed that 
the actor had completely giv-
en up meat as part of  his 
preparation. These claims 
were highlighted across in-
terviews and promotional 
articles, contributing to an 
image of  strict dietary and 
spiritual discipline.

The Reddit post noted that 
nearly all food items on the 

table during the Netflix spe-
cial seemed to be meat-based, 
with no visible vegetarian 
alternatives. Although there 
is no direct footage of  Ranbir 
consuming non-vegetarian 
food, the setting alone has 
prompted some viewers to 
accuse his PR team of  con-
structing a misleading nar-
rative. The perceived incon-
sistency has upset sections 
of  the audience who associ-
ate the role of  Rama with 
certain expectations of  life-
style and conduct.

Social media conversa-
tions intensified through 
the day, with several users 
demanding clarity from the 
actor. Critics argued that if  
the earlier claims were 
merely promotional strat-
egy, the team should ad-
dress the matter transpar-
ently. As of  now, neither 
Ranbir nor his representa-
t i v e s  h a v e  i s s u e d  a 
statement.

Meanwhile, on the pro-
fessional front, Ranbir con-
tinues filming Ramayana, 
scheduled for a Diwali 2026 
release. Industry specula-
tion suggests that the se-
quel may not arrive in 2027, 
though the  production 
team has yet to confirm 
any revised timeline.


