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TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

P resident Drou-
padi Murmu is 
scheduled to un-
dertake a signifi-

cant three-day, three-
state visit beginning 
Thursday, covering C 
hhattisgarh, Telanga-
na, and Andhra Prad 
esh. Her itinerary refle 
cts a blend of  cultural 
celebrations, national 
organizational even ts, 
and commemoratio ns 
of  historical figures. 
The visit commences 
on Thursday in Chhat-
tisgarh, where Presi-
dent Murmu will grace 
the Janjatiya Gaurav 
Diwas celebration or-
ganized by the state 
government at Ambi-
kapur. This event holds 
particular significance 
as the President, her-
self  from a tribal back-
ground, champions the 
recognition and em-
powerment of  India's 
indigenous communi-
ties. The celebration is 
dedicated to honoring 
the contributions of  
tribal leaders and free-
dom fighters to the na-
tion's history and cul-
ture. Her presence un 
derscores the Centre's 
commitment to recog-
nizing tribal heritage 
as a vital part of  the 
national identity.

The second day of  
the visit, November 21, 
will bring the Presi-
dent to Telangana, spe-
cifically to the Rashtra-
pati Nilayam in Bolar 
um, Secunderabad, wh 
ich serves as one of  the 
official Presidential 
Retreats. There, she wi 
ll formally inaugurate 

the Bharatiya Kala Ma-
hotsav 2025. This cul-
tural festival, now in 
its second edition, is a 
crucial showcase de-
signed to highlight and 
celebrate the rich, di-
verse cultural, culi-
nary, and artistic tradi-
tions drawn from the 
western regions of  In-
dia. 1 The Mahotsav wi l 
feature vibrant displays 
representing the states 
and union territories of  
Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, Goa, Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli, and 
Daman and Diu, pro-
moting national integra-
tion through art and cul-
ture. The President's 
presence is expected to 
draw wide na tional at-
tention to the Mahotsav, 
reinforcing the impor-
tance of  cultural ex-
change and preserva-
t i o n .  F i n a l l y,  o n 
November 22, the Presi-
dent will travel to 

Andhra Pradesh to par-
ticipate in a special ses-
sion held to commemo-
rate the centenary 
celebration of  Sri Sath-
ya Sai Baba at Pr asan-
thi Nilayam in Puttapar-
thi. This event marks a 
major milestone for the 
global spiritual organi-
zation and its humani-
tarian initiatives, which 
operate extensive educa-
tion, healthcare, and so-
cial service projects 
worldwide. The Presi-
dent's attendance at the 
centenary celebration 
acknowledges the pro-
found social and spiritu-
al influence of  Sri Sath-
ya Sai Baba's legacy. Her 
three-day tour demon-
strates the government's 
focus on cultural promo-
tion, honoring tribal 
history, and recognizing 
significant spiritual and 
social movements that 
contribute to India's so-
cietal fabric.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

C hief  Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy for-
mally la unched the 
ambitious "I ndira 

mma Saree Distribution 
Scheme" on Wed nesday, 
a major welfare initiati 
ve under which o ne cror 
e sarees will be di strib-
uted to eligible wo men 
across Telangana. The 
launch was strategically 
timed to coincide with 
the birth anniversary of  
former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, position-
ing the scheme as a trib-
ute to her legacy of  wom-
en's empowerment. Spea 
king at the launch event, 
CM Reddy detailed the 
distribution plan, expla 
ining that the massive 
scale of  the wea ving pro-
cess requires the distri-
bution to be executed in 
two distinct ph ases to en 
sure the quality and de-
livery of  all on e crore 
sarees. In the fir st phase, 
all eligible wo men resid-
ing in villages are sched-
uled to receive their sa-
rees by December 9. The 
second phase will focus 
on women in urban are-

as, with 65 lakh sarees 
slated for di stribution 
between Mar ch 1 and 8, 
strategically aligning 
with International Wom-
en's Day.

Chief  Minister Reddy 
appealed directly to all 
female ministers and 
MLAs, urging them to we 
ar the Indiramma sarees 
themselves and to active-
ly serve as "brand ambas 
sadors" for the scheme, 
helping to sho wcase the 
respect and self-worth 
the government is pro-
moting for women. 2 He 

highlighted that the cur-
rent "people's govern-
ment" has initiated sev-
eral key wo men empow 
erment programs, direc 
tly inspired by the trans-
formative vision of  In-
dira Gandhi, who he cre     
dited with working to ful-
fil the aspirations of  Dr. 
B. R. Am bedkar. He cited 
major efforts to encour-
age wo men's self-help 
groups (DWCRA) to oper-
ate lucrative businesses, 
such as running petrol 
outlets, as the state ac-
tively pursues an ambi-

tious goal to help one cr 
ore wo men become "mil-
lionair es." Reddy used 
the occasion to pay ex-
tensive tri bute to the for-
mer Prime Minister, 
praising her pivotal role 
in the nationalisation of  
banks, the implementa-
tion of  the Agricultural 
Land Ceiling Act, the ex-
tensive distribution of  
land to the poor, and the 
provision of  mass hous-
ing. He lauded her intro-
duction of  "revolution-
ary reforms," including 
her resolute stance dur-

ing the India-Pakistan 
war, which he credited 
with safeguarding the 
country's sovereignty. In-
dira Gandhi, born on No-
vember 19, 1917, served 
as PM from 1966 to 1977 
and again from 1980 until 
her assassination in 198 
4. The launch event ser 
ves to reinforce the new 
government's commit-
ment to women-centric 
welfare policies and con-
nect them directly to the 
historical legacy of  the 
Congress party's leader 
ship.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

D eputy Chief  Min-
ister Bhatti Vikra-
marka Mallu chai 
red a crucial 2047 

Vision Document War 
Room Meeting at Pra-
gathi Bhavan on Wednes-
day evening, attended by 
Principal Secretaries 
and Secretaries from all 
government departme 
nts, signaling a major pu 
sh to finalize the state’s 
long-ter m economic 
strategy. He emphasized 
that the primary objec-
tive of  the Telangana 
Rising Vision Document 
is to meticulously pre-
sent to the global com-
munity the substantial 
progress achieved by the 
young state in its initial 
two years and to clearly 
articulate its future po-
tential, particularly the 
ambitious goal of  achiev-

ing a Three Trillion Dol-
lar Economy by 2047. The 
Deputy CM affirmed that 
this massive economic 
target is a shared aspira-
tion of  Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy and the 
entire Cabinet, and he 
has been personally en-
trusted with designing 
an inclusive vision docu-
ment that guarantees 
participation and com-
mitment from every sin-
gle government depart 
ment.

The Deputy Chief  Min 
ister informed the as-
sembly that the State 
Government has formal-
ized an official agreeme 
nt with the Indian School 
of  Business (ISB) to pre-
pare the comprehensive 
2047 Vision Document, 
and ISB has already com-
pleted its preliminary 
groundwork based on 
data provided by depart-
mental nodal officers. 
With the Global Summit 

scheduled for the 8th and 
9th of  next month, the 
Deputy CM instructed 
officials to dedicate their 
full focus immediately to 
bringing the document 

to its final, publishable 
stage due to the limited 
time. 3 He stressed that 
creating this document 
is an exercise worthy of  
being recorded in the 

state's history, showcas-
ing how the "Praja Gov-
ernment" is laying a ro-
bust foundation for futu 
re generations. The gov-
ernment's strategy re-

volves around enhancing 
GDP across the econom-
ic, industrial, and servic-
es sectors, and this re-
quires structured, syste 
matic departmental wor 

k integrated into the Vi-
sion Document. He cited 
massive infrastructure 
projects, such as the on-
going Regional Ring 
Road (RRR) works worth 

₹36,000 crore, arguing 
that once completed, the 
integration of  the RRR 
with the existing Outer 
Ring Road via 39 radial 
roads will be unmatched 
in India, attracting mas-
sive industrial invest-
ments and making the 
state an economic power-
house. He instructed all 
departmental secretar-
ies to coordinate closely 
with ISB experts, meet 
their respective minis-
ters for final suggestions, 
and ensure the Vision 
Document clearly out-
lines how investment op-
portunities will be con-
verted into concrete 
action. He concluded by 
setting a key economic 
metric: achieving a 13% 
GSDP growth rate (up 
from 11%) and urged of-
ficials to treat the finali-
zation process as a presti 
gious initiative requir-
ing utmost dedication.

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 2025

I n Hyderabad, a tense situa-
tion arose as Kalvakuntla Kav 
itha, President of  Telangana Ja-
gruthi, led members of  the or-

ganization in a demonstration 
aimed at pressurizing the authori-
ties to addr ess the unresolved 
problems fac ed by Singareni Col-
lieries Company Limited (SCCL) 
workers. Th e protest took the 
form of  a siege (Muttadi) on the 
Singareni Bh avan in Hyderabad, 
which quickly created a highly 

charged and te nse atmosphere at 
the location. The protestors were 
vocally demanding the immediate 
resolution of  various long-stand-
ing issues concerning the rights 
and welfare of  the Singareni coal 
miners. Given the escalation of  
the protest and the subsequent un-
rest at the corporate office, local 
police immediately intervened to 
control the situation and prevent 
any potential damage or further 
disruption of  operations. 4 Follow-
ing their intervention, the police 
proceeded to arrest Ka vitha along 

with several other members of  the 
Telangana Jagruthi organization 
who were actively participating in 
the siege. All arrested individuals, 
including the Telangana Jagruthi 
President, were subsequently 
transported by police to the Nam-
pally Police Station. The incident 
underscores the ongoing tensions 
between labor groups and the 
management of  the state-owned 
Singareni company, highlighting 
the commitment of  Kavitha and 
her organization to raising these 
worker issues publicly.

President Murmu on 
Three-Day Visit to 
Telangana, and 
Andhra Pradesh

Deputy CM Pushes Officials to Finalize 
the 2047 Telangana Vision Document

Telangana CM Launches 'Indiramma 
Saree' Distribution Scheme on 
Indira Gandhi's Birth Anniversary

Kavitha Arrested During Protest at 
Singareni Bhavan over Workers' Issues



02 HYDERABAD, 20TH NOVEMBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

TELANGANA

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

Deputy Commission 
er (DC) of  Rangareddy, 
P. Dasharath, conduct-
ed a critical review 
meeting at the Prohibi-
tion and Excise office 
on Wednesday, issuing 
strict directives to the 
Excise Superinten-
dents (ESs), Assistant 
Excise Superinten-
dents (AESs), and Cir-
cle Inspectors (CIs). 
The primary focus of  
the meeting was the 
urgent implementa-
tion of  the new liquor 
policy, scheduled to 
commence from De-
cember 1. DC Dashar-
ath ordered the imme-

diate issuance of  lice 
nses to all individuals 
who have successfully 
secured the new liquor 
shops under the poli-
cy’s auction process. 
The Rangareddy Ex-
cise Division encom-
passes a significant 
number of  514 liquor 
shops. The DC empha-
sized that the ESs and 
CIs must strictly su-
pervise the license is-
suance process to en-
sure compliance with 
all laid-down regula-
tions and that the suc-
cessful bidders pay the 
requisite license fees 
to the gover nment 
treasury in a timely 
manner.

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025

District In-charge Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar 
officially inaugurated 
the crucial  “Senior 
Saathi” program at the 
Hyderabad Collectorate, 
marking a significant 
step towards addressing 
the welfare and isolation 
of  senior citizens in the 
city. The launch event 
was well-attended by key 
figures, including Dis-
trict Collector Dasari Ha 
richandana, the Chai 
rman of  the Youngistaan 
Foundation (a sponsor-
ing voluntary organiza-
tion), Arun, and represe 
ntatives from the Senior 
Citizens Welfare Board. 
Minister Prabhakar of-
fered his heartfelt con-

gratulations on the lau 
nch of  the “Senior Saa 
thi” initiative, acknowl-
edging its timely and es-
sential role in society. He 
pointed out the growing 
societal proble m where 
senior citizens are in-
creasingly being neglect-
ed or distanced—some 
due to the time constrai  
nts of  busy families, and 
others due to complex fa-
milial reasons. He nos-
talgically recalled the 
past era of  joint family 
structures, where the wi 
sdom and extensive expe-
rience of  the elders were 
naturally shared and ab-
sorbed by all family 
members. Conversely, he 
noted that in the current, 
modern living environ-
ment, many elderly peo-

ple are left to feel pro-
found loneliness and iso-
lation, making initia-
tives like “Senior Saathi” 
vital .  The Minister 
shared his personal ex-
perience, stating that 
when he visits the field, 
he frequently receives 
complaints from the el-
derly expressing sadness 
that their children are 
not looking after them or 
paying them adequate 
attention.

He strongly empha-
sized the need to raise 
comprehensive aware-
ness regarding the Sen-
ior Citizens Act, ensur-
ing that the elderly com 
munity understands its 
protections and rights, 
thereby fostering an en-

vironment where chil-
dren respect and admire 
their parents within so-
ciety. 2 Minister Prabha-
kar also alerted the audi-
ence to the pervasive 
threat of  cybercrime, 
noting that older individ-
uals are often vulnerable 
targets, and stressed the 
necessity of  immediate 
public awareness cam-
paigns to educate them 
against digital scams. He 
expressed his high hopes 
that the “Senior Saathi” 
program, which has bee 
n established in Hyder 
abad, will serve as an ex-
emplary “Role Model” 
and be successfully repli-
cated and launched 
across all districts of  Tel-
angana to provide wide-
spread support. He ac-

knowledged that while 
many young people live 
away from home due to 
educational and employ-
ment opportunities, they 
maintain communica-
tion through video calls 
and mobile devices. How-
ever, he also lamented 
that some children delib-
erately evade their re-
sponsibilities and dis-
tance themselves from 
their parents. He assert-
ed that the law must take 
action against such indi-
viduals and praised or-
ganizations like Young-
istaan for stepping up to 
support the neglected. 
He referenced a recent 
stern warning issued by 
the Chief  Minister dur-
ing the distribution of  
Group 1 and 2 appoint-

ment letters, where the 
CM unequivocally stated 
that if  government em-
ployees failed to care for 
their parents, a deduc-
tion would be made di-
rectly from their sala-
ries. The Minister fur 
ther observed that the 
practice of  sending chil-
dren to hostels prema-
turely, though intended 
for better education, can 
negatively impact their 
later behavior and rela-
tionship with their par-
ents. He concluded by giv 
ing a firm assurance that 
the government stands 
fully committed to sup-
porting all senior citi-
zens and will seriously 
and strictly implement 
the law to ensure they 
face no difficulties.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025, A truly heart-
breaking and deeply 
d i s t r e s s i n g  s t o r y 
emerged from Secun-
derabad, where a wom-
an who had faithfully 
served a prominent 
temple for 16 years has 
now tragically been 
forced to become a beg-
gar right outside the 
temple gates.  The 
woman, identified as 
Indira, had diligently 
offered her dedicated 
services at the Tadba-
ni Veeranjaneya Tem-
ple in Boinpally, Secun 
derabad, for approxi-
mately 16 years, endu 
ring a meagre monthly 
salary of  only ₹6,000. 
The course of  her life 
changed drastically 
when the temple re-
cently came under the 
administrative control 
of  the Endowment De-
partment. Indira con-
tinued her work for 
eight months under 
the new administra-
tion but recounted 
with deep anguish that 
she was unceremoni-
ously removed from 
her duties about a mo 
nth ago by the new of-
ficer-in-charge. Her 
personal situation is 
dire: her husband has 
passed away, one of  
her two children is dis-
abled and requires con 
stant care, and her da 
ughter is also comple 
tely dependent on her. 
Overwhelmed by her 

personal tragedy and 
lack of  income, sh e ex-
pressed profound sor-
row that she had no 
choice but to take up 
the desperate act of  
begging right in front 
of  the same temple 
where she dedicated a 
decade and a half  of  
her life, simply to en-
sure her family had 
food. 3 Speaking direc 
tly to the media (her 
‘Byte’ was recorded), 
Indira tearfully plead-
ed to the authorities to 
re-engage her in ser-
vice and restore her 
opportunity to serve 
God within the temple, 
which she considers 
her life’s calling. The 
incident starkly high-
lights the vulnerabili-
ty of  contract or low-
paid temple workers, 
especially women, 
when religious institu-
tions undergo admin-
istrative changes, and 
it raises serious ques-
tions about the social 
security and compas-
sionate handling of  
long-term employees, 
particularly those 
with dependents and 
physical hardships. Th 
e tragedy of  a dedicat-
ed worker being forced 
into destitution at the 
very site of  her service 
has created a wave of  
local sympathy and 
drawn attention to the 
need for better em-
ployment pro tection 
within temple trusts.

 TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025

IT and Industries Min-
ister Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu announced on 
Wednesday that Telan-
gana is operating with a 
clear, strategic roadmap 
meticulously designed to 
transform the state into 
the undisputed “Skill 
Capital of  India” within 
the near future. Speak-
ing passionately at the 
inaugural session of  the 
“Skill Convocation in IT/
ITeS Sector and AI–Digi-
tal Technologies Hack-
athon 2025” held at the 
prestigious Engineering 
Staff  College of  India 
(ESCI) in Gachibowli, 
the Minister elaborated 
on the government’s 
comprehensive appro 
ach. He stated that the 
administration is active-
ly and deliberately de-
signing an integrated, 
multi-pronged skilling 
strategy specifically 
aimed at preparing the 
state’s massive pool of  
youth in cutting-edge 
fields like Artificial In-
telligence (AI), Machine 
Learning (ML), Quan-
tum Computing, and var-
ious other crucial emerg-
ing technologies. This 
ambitious initiative is 
being executed through 
critical collaboration 
and active partnership 
with major industry 
players to ensure align-

ment with real-world de-
mands. Minister Sridhar 
Babu strongly empha-
sized the undeniable fact 
that technology is cur-
rently shifting at an un-
precedented and increas-
ingly rapid pace, and he 
noted sagely that “future 
readiness will depend 
critically on how quickly 
individuals and institu-
tions adapt  to  this 
change.” He cited com-
pelling global data, re-

vealing that more than 
40% of  global enterpris-
es have already success-
fully integrated Genera-
tive AI into their core 
operational structures 
within the last two years 
alone, underscoring the 
urgency of  skill transfo 
rmation.

The Minister then ad-
dressed the widespread 
public anxiety regarding 
potential job losses due 

to the rise of  AI, firmly 
characterizing the fear 
as “largely a misconcep-
tion” and based on mis-
understanding. He pro-
vided assurance by 
explaining that automa-
tion’s typical effect is to 
fundamentally reshape 
and redefine jobs rather 
than resulting in out-
right elimination. Citing 
a recent, authoritative 
assessment from the 
World Economic Forum 

(WEF), he presented sta-
tistics highlighting that 
while an estimated 85 
million roles may face 
displacement or trans-
formation, a far greater 
number—nearly 97 mil-
lion new skill-intensive 
jobs—are confidently ex-
pected to emerge across 
various global sectors. 1 
He therefore strongly 
urged the state’s young 
people to recognize and 
aggressively prepare 

themselves for these im-
mense new opportuni-
ties that are inevitably 
arising from the ongoing 
technological disrup 
tions. 

He pointed to specific 
high-growth fields, not-
ing that with cyber-
crimes increasing glob-
ally at an alarming rate, 
the demand for highly 
skilled ethical hackers 
and specialized cyberse-
curity professionals is 
expanding sharply and 
urgently. Furthermore, 
he noted that global cli-
mate-linked challenges 
are  s imultaneously 
opening up entirely new 
and vital roles in fields 
such as clean technology, 
electric mobility, and 
green innovation, re-
quiring a unique blend 
of  technical expertise. 
He concluded by assert-
ing that academic quali-
fications alone are no 
longer a sufficient cur-
rency in today’s digital-
first economy. 

Instead, key attributes 
such as innovation, criti-
cal problem-solving ca-
pabilities, and demon-
strable hands-on techn 
ical skills will be the de-
fining factors of  employ-
ability. He confirmed 
that the State govern-
ment is committed to 
building a robust, future-
ready skilling ecosystem 
that is entirely aligned 

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025, Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka 
Mallu warmly hosted a 
high-profile Russian del-
egation on Wednesday 
evening at Pragathi Bh 
avan, affirming the dec-
ades-long strong friend-
ship between Indi a and 
Russia. The Deputy CM 

extended a warm wel-
come to the delegation, 
which included repre-
sentatives from the Glob-
al Trade and Technology 
Council of  India (GTTCI) 
and the VTB Russian 
Bank, expressing appre-
ciation for their keen in-
terest in exploring in-
vestment oppo rtunities 

across various sectors in 
Telangana. Dep uty CM 
Vikramarka presented 
Telangana as a leading 
economic power within 
India, asserting that the 
state stands ahead of  
many others in key sec-
tors such as agriculture, 
electricity production, a 
nd technology. He proud-

ly detailed Telangana’s 
m a j o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
achievement, highlight-
ing its status as the top st 
ate in the country for 
paddy production, hav-
ing yielded an impres-
sive 1.40 lakh metric to 
nnes in a single sea son.

He further backed his 
claims with specific dat 
a, underscoring that Hy-
derabad has emerged as 
a national powerhouse 
for the pharma and IT in-
dustries and is also a sig-
nificant leader in the 
mining sector. He specifi-
cally briefed the delega-
tion on Singareni, a gov-
ernment-owned mining 
organization with a rich 
history spanning over 
100 years and employing 
approximately 45,000 
workers. The Deputy CM 
informed the delegation 
that Singareni is current-
ly expanding its opera-
tions into the critical 
area of  critical mineral 
mining. He also highlig 
hted Hyderabad’s strate-
gic importance as one of  
the foremost centers for 

defence sector activities 
in the entire nation. 5 
Characterizing Telanga-
na as a “paradise for in-
vestments,” the Deputy 
Chief  Minister meticu-
lously outlined the state’s 
unparalleled advantages, 
inc luding an excellent 
business environment, 
ample availability of  
land fo r industrial devel-
opme nt, the presence of  
a wo rld-cla ss interna-
tional airpo rt, a vast net-
work of  engineering col-
leges, an d a large, readily 
available pool of  skilled 
manpower at an afforda-
ble cost. He strategically 
reminded the delegation 
that Hyderabad has been 
a stable base for major pu 
blic sector undertakings 
since the 1940s, position-
ing it as one of  the safest 
and most stable regions 
in India. Deputy CM 
Vikramarka extended a 
direct and specific invita-
tion to Russia for invest-
ments and technological 
collaboration, particu-
larly within the state’s 
robust cooperative bank-

ing system. He pledged 
the state government’s 
full support for forging 
strong agreements and 
facilitating meaningful 
discussions between de-
partmental officials from 
both sides. The meeting 
also covered major state 
initiatives, including the 
2047 Vision Document, 
the goal of  contributing 
to a Three Trillion Dollar 
Economy, the construc-
tion of  the Regional Ring 
Road, and the crucial 
Moosi River rejuvena-
tion project. Chief  Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy also 
conveyed his greetings to 
the Russian delegation. 
The meeting saw the at-
tendance of  Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar, Spe-
cial Chief  Secretary San-
jay Kumar, Principal Sec-
re t a r y  o f  F i n a n c e 
Sandeep Kumar Sulta-
nia, Transco CMD Krish-
na Bhaskar, and mem-
bers of  the Russian 
delegation, including 
Volga Bhasha, Rashmi 
Saluja, Sanjay Kaushik, 
and Monika Bhanot.

Ponnam Prabhakar Launches ‘Senior Saathi’ Program for Elderly Care

Telangana Aims to Emerge as the ‘Skill 
Capital of India’: Minister Sridhar Babu

New Liquor Policy: Rangareddy 
Deputy Commissioner Orders 
Immediate License Issuance

Former Temple Worker Forced to 
Beg After 16 Years of Service

Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramarka Pitches Telangana as 
‘Investment Paradise’ to Russian Delegation



03 HYDERABAD, 20TH NOVEMBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

POLITICAL

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

Union Minister of  
State for Home Affairs 
and senior BJP leader 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar 
made a series of  sensa-
tional and impassioned 
s t a t e m e n t s  i n  H u -
zurabad, affirming his 
unwavering commit-
ment to the ideology of  
Hindutva. Addressing 
a massive gathering of  
polling booth presi-
dents and higher-level 
leaders from the Ka-
rimnagar Parliamen-
tary constituency, he 
declared that “Hindut-
va is my breath,” and 
if  the word Hindutva 
stops coming from his 
mouth, it would be the 
day his breath stops. 
He vowed to create an 
environment where the 
BJP comes to power in 
Telangana by taking 
the Hindutva message 
t o  eve r y  d o o r s t e p, 
promising to establish 
“Ram Rajya” in the 

state. He strongly de-
fended the use of  Hin-
dutva in politics, citing 
the BJP’s dramatic rise 
in the GHMC elections 
from 4 seats to 48 seats 
as a direct result of  
this focus.

Bandi Sanjay argued 
that while the Modi 
gover nment extends 
welfare schemes to all 
communities—Hindu, 
Muslim, and Chris-
tian—without discrim-
ination, Muslims con-
sistently vote against 
the BJP. He questioned 
the political logic, ask-
ing why imams and 
maulanas gather in 
mosques before elec-
tions to take a pledge to 
vote against the BJP, 
yet if  the 80% Hindu 
population were to 
unite as a voting bloc, 
it is labelled as wrong. 
8 He detailed various 
recent incidents of  vio-
l e n c e  a n d  a t t a c k s 
against Hindus and 
temples in Telangana, 

including the demoli-
tion of  temples and at-
tacks on cow protec-
tors, questioning why 
he should remain si-
lent in such circum-
stances. He proudly as-
serted that his victory 
as MP from Karimna-
gar was a result of  the 
Hindu vote bank he 
helped consolidate. He 
initiated a “Kashaya 
Samarabheri” (Saffron 
War Drum) campaign 
to collect signatures 
from November 26, pro-
testing the two years of  
failures of  the Con-
gress government and 
the ten years of  the 
BRS government. He 
sharply criticized the 
Congress’s plan to cel-
ebrate the completion 
of  two years of  its rule 
as the “Telangana Ris-
ing Festival,” mocking-
ly  sug g esting  they 
should instead call it 
the “Telangana Down-
fall Festival” or the 
“Congress Sinking Fes-

tival,” citing the fail-
ure to implement the 
420 promises in their 
42-page manifesto, in-
cluding the six guaran-
tees like the ₹4 ,000 
monthly pension for 

the elderly and ₹4,000 
unemployment allow-
ance. He also criticized 
the Congress for its 
failure to provide a 
single penny to Gram 
Panchayats and ac-

cused them of  only 
wanting to hold Pan-
chayat elections to se-
cure Central Govern-
m e n t  f u n d s  ( 1 5 t h 
Finance Commission, 
MNREGA, etc.), which 

he asserted are solely 
responsible for all cur-
rent village develop-
ment. He urged BJP 
workers to contest the 
upcoming Panchayat 
elections, promising 

that if  the BJP is elect-
ed, he will personally 
take the responsibility 
of  securing  funds, 
even through CSR ini-
tiatives, for the devel-
opment of  villages.

Bandi Sanjay Vows to Continue Speaking on 
Hindutva; Slams Congress and BRS

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025

Telangana Minister 
for Forests, Environ-
ment, and Endowments, 
Smt. Konda Surekha, 
made key comments re-
garding the state gov-
ernment’s prestigious 
“Indiramma Saree Dis-
tribution Scheme,” af-
firming her personal 
support and defending 
the quality of  the prod-
uct. The Minister de-
clared that she would 
personally be proud and 
honoured to wear the 

“Indiramma Saree” be-
ing distributed to all eli-
gible women across the 
state. She emphasized 
that she considers wear-
ing the saree, which is 
part of  an ambitious 
scheme launched by the 
government for the ben-
efit of  poor women, a 
matter of  great self-re-
spect and honour. Min-
ister Surekha attended 
the scheme’s launch 
event, which was timed 
to coincide with the 
birth anniversary of  the 
late former Prime Min-

ister Indira Gandhi. 
Speaking to the media 
afterward, the Minister 
explained that the slight 
delay in the distribution 
process was deliberate, 
driven by the govern-
ment’s firm commit-
ment to ensuring that 
only high-quality sarees 
are delivered to enhance 
the dignity of  women 
beneficiaries.

She launched a direct 
attack on the previous 
administration, stating 
that the former govern-
ment had previously 

distributed sarees of  
poor quality, which ulti-
mately brought the en-
tire saree distribution 
process into disrepute. 
2 In stark contrast, she 
highlighted that the 
current government 
has initiated the “In-
d i r a m m a  S a r e e ” 
scheme on the birth an-
niversary of  the “Iron 
Lady,” former PM Indi-
ra Gandhi, with the ex-
plicit goal of  providing 
consistently high-qual-
ity garments. She reit-
erated the gover n-

m e n t ’ s  p l a n  t o 
implement this quality-
focused scheme in two 
distinct phases to man-
age the logistics of  dis-
tributing one crore sa-
rees efficiently. Her 
comments serve as a 
strong rebuttal to the 
opposition’s political 
criticism regarding the 
scheme’s timing and al-
leged intentions, focus-
ing instead on the prac-
tical commitment to 
quality and the symbol-
ic tribute to a past 
leader.

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025

Minister for Revenue, 
Housing, and Informa-
tion & Public Relations, 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, 
was felicitated by Jubilee 
Hills MLA Naveen Yadav 
at the State Secretariat 
on Wednesday. The felici-
tation was in recognition 
of  Minister Ponguleti’s 
exceptional efforts and 

significant contribution 
to the Congress party’s 
victory in the prestigious 
Jubilee Hills constituen-
cy by-elections. MLA 
Naveen Yadav honored 
the Minister with a me-
mento and a shawl, spe-
cifically acknowledging 
the success achieved in 
the Rahmath Nagar and 
Borabanda divisions. 
Minister Ponguleti had 

served as the in-charge 
for these two divisions, 
and his work was instru-
mental in securing a sub-
stantial majority for the 
Congress party in the 
constituency. In return, 
Minister Ponguleti Srini-
vas Reddy warmly con-
gratulated MLA Naveen 
Yadav on his successful 
election with a good 
majority.

MLA Naveen Yadav Honors Minister 
Ponguleti for Jubilee Hills By-poll Victory

BJP Slams Congress for Dis-
tributing 1 Crore Sarees on 

Indira Gandhi’s Birthday
TPN Bureau | Nov 

19, 2025
The Telangana BJP 

has launched a scath-
ing political attack 
against the Chief  
Minister Revanth 
Reddy-led Congress 
government, ridicul-
ing its decision to dis-
tribute one crore sa-
rees to women across 
the state, a scheme 
dubbed the “Indiram-
ma Saree Distribution 
Scheme,” to mark the 
birth anniversary of  
former Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi. 
The BJP chief  spokes-
person and media in-
charge, NV Subash, 
strongly criticized the 
timing of  the distribu-
tion, which began on 
Indira Gandhi’s birth-
day and is scheduled 
to conclude on Decem-
ber 8, just before So-
nia Gandhi’s birthday. 
Subash unequivocally 
labeled the entire 
move as “politically 
loaded and blatantly 
sycophantic,” accus-
ing the Congress of  
prioritizing dynastic 
appeasement over 
genuine public wel-
fare. He asserted that 
the initiative is noth-
ing more than an elec-
tion-driven, crude im-
itation of  the BJP’s 
highly successful 
women-centric wel-
fare initiatives imple-
mented in various 
states  across the 
country.

Subash did not 

mince words in his 
criticism, remarking 
sarcastically, “The 
Congress seems to 
have taken a cue from 
us, but as the saying 
goes, ‘nakal marne ke 
liye akal chahiye’ 
(One needs brains to 
copy),” implying a 
l a c k  o f  o r i g i n a l 
thought or compe-
tence from the ruling 
party. He rhetorically 
questioned, “If  this 
isn’t Revanth’s at-
tempt to please the dy-
nasts, then what is?” 
He drew a sharp ideo-
logical distinction be-
tween the two parties, 
asserting that the BJP 
fundamentally hon-
ours women as em-
bodiments of  mother-
hood and dignity, 
consistent with In-
dia’s cultural ethos, 
whereas the Congress, 
he argued, views them 
merely as a “conveni-
ent vote bank” to be 
manipulated during 
elections. 1 He em-
phatically stated that 
the BJP has been con-
sistently at the fore-
front of  genuine wom-
en’s empowerment 
through landmark 
programs like the La-
dli Behna scheme in 
Madhya Pradesh and 
similar successful 
programs in Maha-
rashtra. Subash main-
tained that women 
across all communi-
ties, including minor-
ity women, place their 
trust solely in Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi and the BJP for 
authentic empower-
ment and the restora-
tion of  their rights. 
Subash further ac-
cused CM Revanth 
Reddy of  adopting a 
desperate “copycat 
model” after witness-
ing the BJP’s signifi-
cant and strong sup-
port among women 
voters in the recent 
Bihar elections. He 
referenced the Chief  
Minister’s own indi-
rect admission that 
women voters out-
number men in 78 out 
of  119 Assembly con-
stituencies, framing 
the massive saree dis-
tribution as a “desper-
ate attempt to woo 
women” ahead of  the 
upcoming civic and 
local body polls. Sub-
ash concluded by dis-
missing the scheme as 
“yet another jumla 
(election promise)” 
from a government 
rapidly losing credi-
bility due to its failure 
to implement its own 
six election guaran-
tees, particularly the 
p r o m i s e d  ₹ 3 , 0 0 0 
monthly assistance to 
women. He also point-
ed out a significant 
statistical discrepan-
cy, questioning, “If  
Telangana has 1.68 
crore women, why is 
the government dis-
tributing only one 
crore sarees? What 
about the remaining 
68 lakh?”

Minister Konda Surekha Vows to Wear ‘Indiramma Saree,’ Defends Quality

Jupally Stresses Financial Empowerment of Women via Government Support
TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 

2025
Minister for Tourism, 

Culture, and Excise, Ju-
pally Krishna Rao, stat-
ed that the development 
of  women is the govern-
ment’s core objective, 
highlighting that Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy is working towards 
this goal by introducing 
n u m e r o u s  we l f a r e 
schemes, unparalleled 
elsewhere in the coun-
try. The Minister at-
tended a review meet-
ing via video conference 
from the Nagarkurnool 
Collectorate, led by the 
Chief  Minister, con-
cerning the launch of  
the one crore Indiram-

ma sarees distribution 
scheme for women’s 
self-help groups (SHGs). 
Following the video 
conference, Minister 
Jupally met directly 
with the Women’s Fed-
eration associations. He 
explained that the Indi-
r a  M a h i l a  S h a k t i 
Scheme is implement-
ing various programs 
to help women become 
financially independ-
ent, including provid-
ing extensive loans to 
SHGs. Recognizing the 
SHGs for their disci-
pline and trustworthi-
ness, he noted that the 
government is assisting 
them in establishing 
commercial ventures 

like petrol bunk outlets, 
canteens, and solar pow-
er units to achieve eco-
nomic self-reliance.

Minister  Jupally 
urged the Federations to 
work diligently so that 
women not only achieve 
economic development 
through government 
support but also advance 
socially. 6 He advised the 
women to be judicious 
with their hard-earned 
money, avoiding unnec-
essary expenses to pre-
vent falling into debt. He 
also specifically ad-
dressed the tendency of  
women to spend their 
savings on enrolling 
children in expensive 
corporate schools, de-

spite the presence of  
good infrastructure and 
qualified teachers in 
government schools. He 
called upon the SHG 
members to raise aware-
ness among rural wom-
en and encourage them 

to enroll their children 
in government schools. 
The meeting was also at-
tended by Nagarkurnool 
MLA Dr. Kuchukulla 
Rajesh Reddy and Col-
l e c t o r  B a d a v a t h 
Santhosh.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(TPCC) President Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud ex-
tended a warm wel-
come to the newly 
appointed All India 
Congress Committee 
(AICC) In-charge Sec-
retary, Sachin Sawant. 
The welcome took 
place at the State Sec-
retariat on Wednes-
day. This visit marked 
the first time that 
Sachin Sawant trave-
led to Hyderabad after 
his official appoint-
ment as the AICC In-

charge Secretary for 
Telang ana.  TPCC 
President Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud personally 
met with Sawant, hon-
ouring and felicitat-
ing him as a gesture 
of  respect and official-
ly welcoming him to 
the state in his new 

organizational capac-
ity. The meeting un-
d e r s c o r e s  t h e 
strengthening of  the 
organizational struc-
ture and coordination 
between the state unit 
and the central lead-
ership of  the Con-
gress party.

TPCC President Mahesh Kumar 
Goud Welcomes AICC Secretary 

Sachin Sawant
TPN Bureau | Nov 

19, 2025
State Sports Minister 

Vakiti Srihari attended 
the prestigious Sub-
Junior National Judo 
Championship held at 
the L.B. Stadium in Hy-
derabad. The Minister 
watched the Judo com-
petitions and was ac-
companied by Mettu 
Saikumar, Chairman 
of  the Fisheries Corpo-
ration, and other digni-
taries. Minister Srihari 
personally presented 
the awards to the win-
ners in the 52 kg Girls’ 
category and the 60 kg 
Boys’ category. In the 
52 kg Girls’ category, 

Manipur secured the 
first place, followed by 
Haryana in the second 
position, while Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ma-
harashtra jointly took 
the third place. In the 
60 kg Boys’ category, 
M a n i p u r  a g a i n 
clinched the first place, 
with Rajasthan coming 
in second, and Maha-
rashtra and Jammu 
and Kashmir sharing 
the third position. The 
Minister’s presence 
highlights the state 
government’s support 
for developing sports 
a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g 
young athletes  in 
Telangana.

Sports Minister V. 
Srihari Attends 

Sub-Junior 
National Judo 
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V Krishna Kumar | 
Nov 19, 2025

Hyderabad: The arrest 
of  iBomma Immadi Ravi 
has sparked a massive 
public debate, shifting 
the narrative from a 
clear-cut case of  piracy 
to a broad critique of  the 
Telugu film industry’s 
opaque financial dealin 
gs and long-standing so-
cial issues like casting 
couch exploitation. Ravi, 
who allegedly provided 
high-definition quality 
pirated films online for 
free, is now a hot topic of  
conversation, not just in 

metropolitan areas but 
extending to villages. On 
social media, his follow-
ing has surged beyond 
that of  many celebrities, 
with netizens largely 
supporting his actions. 
The widespread senti-
ment, encapsulated by 
comments like “He’s a 
man, he showed the film 
industry a movie,” sug-
gests that while Ravi’s 
act might be illegal, it is 
viewed as a justified re-
taliation against an in-
dustry perceived as exp-
lo itative and avaricious. 
Police press conferences 

on the matter have been 
overshadowed by a wave 
of  public criticism, leav-
ing officers reportedly 
“speechless” and unable 
to counter the backlash. 
1 key line of  questioning 
focuses on why police 
and investigative agen-
cies like the IT Depart-
ment and the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
fail to scrutinize the im-
mense,  of ten unex-
plained, wealth of  film 
stars and producers.

Netizens are demand-
ing accountability for 
the thousands of  crores 

of  rupees spent on film-
making and the massive, 
u nve r i f i e d  reve nu e 
claims that follow a suc-
cessful film, questioning 
the sources of  this wea 
lth and the lack of  au-
dits. They specifically 
challenged why authori-
ties are not investigating 
remuneration figures 
and the high cost of  mov-
ie tickets, arguing that 
the industry “loots” the 
common people. Social 
media posts vehemently 
state that middle-class 
families can no longer af-
ford to visit theaters and 

praise Ravi for making 
high-quality cinema ac-
cessible to everyone for 
free, without any finan-
cial strain or the risk of  
stampedes, such as those 
that were previously 
linked to first-day-first-
show movie viewing. 
The comments hail Ravi 
as a “real hero” who ex-
posed the “reel heroes,” 
causing an estimated 
₹24,000 crore loss to the 
industry, and demand an 
investigation into where 
that money was sourced 
and who benefited. Fur-
thermore, the public has 

revived the controversy 
surrounding the casting 
couch allegations previ-
ously raised by Sri Reddy 
at the Film Chamber, 
urging Commissioner 
Sajjanar to reopen the 

case and take action 
against the “film big-
wigs” who were impli-
cated. The overall online 
praise for Ravi has been 
overwhelming, making 
the situation deeply em-

barrassing for law en-
forcement,  who are 
struggling to control the 
public discourse that has 
turned Ravi’s arrest into 
an indictment of  the film 
industry itself. 

Social Media Hails iBomma Ravi 
as ‘Real Hero’ Amidst Arrest

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025, Following a report 
by True Point News, the 
Dindigul Municipal 
Sanitation Inspector, 
Subhash, conducted a 
targeted inspection of  
the kitchen at the NSR 
Impulse College Hostel 
in Bowrampet, Sim-
hapuri Colony, under 
the Quthbullapur area. 
The inspection con-
firmed the veracity of  
the news report, reveal-
ing appalling unhygien-
ic conditions in the hos-
tel kitchen. More alar 
mingly, the inspection 
revealed that the man-
agement could not pro-
duce either a mandato-
ry Trade License or a 
Food License, raising 
serious concerns that 
the institution had been 
operating without prop-
er permits for several 
years. The lack of  nec-
essary documentation 
and the poor state of  
the facility—described 
as a corrugated tin shed 
kitchen covered in dust 
and dirt—is particular-
ly worrisome given that 
food is prepared and 
supplied from this sin-
gle location to an esti-
mated 1,000 to 1,500 stu-
d e n t s  d a i l y.  T h i s 
prolonged operation 
without fundamental 
licenses points directly 
to a severe systemic 
failure and palpable 
negligence on the part 

of  the Dindigul Munici-
pal and Food Safety 
authorities.

The local community 
is now questioning the 
extent of  the failure wi 
thin the official ranks. 
It is a mandatory re-
quirement for any es-
tablishment, including 
schools, hostels, and 
colleges, operating 
within the municipal 
jurisdiction to possess a 
valid Trade License. In 
the absence of  such a 
license, municipal au-
thorities have the clear 
responsibility to imme-
diately seal the premis-
es or impose heavy pen-
alties. However, the 
Dindigul officials’ ap-
parent delay in sealing 
the hostel kitchen or 
levying a fine despite 
confirmed violations 
has raised significant 
public suspicion, lead-
ing to the assumption 
that some form of  ad-
ministrative negligence 
or possibly even collu-

sion is at play. Critics 
argue that the munici-
pal authorities are play-
ing a time-wasting 
game, thereby allowing 
the education institu-
tion to flout the law and 
play with the health of  
thousands of  students. 
Authorities often only 
conduct perfunctory in-
spections after a public 
scandal, which is unac-
ceptable when the 
health and safety of  
young people are at 
risk. 1 of  the primary 
concerns is that the 
continued operation of  
an unlicensed, unhy-
gienic facility repre-
sents a severe derelic-
tion of  duty by the 
concerned officials. 
The public demands 
that the authorities act 
immediately, end the 
prevarication, and initi-
ate statutory legal ac-
tion against both the 
hostel management and 
the negligent municipal 
and food safety offic 
ials. 

NSR Impulse Hostel Kitchen 
Found Unhygienic and Unlicensed

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025, The Nehru Zoolog-
ical Park in Hyderabad 
celebrated a notable ad-
dition to its collection, 
alongside educational 
events aim ed at foster-
ing civic pri de and fe-
male empowerment. 
The Principal Chief  
Conservator of  Forest 
(Wildlife) and Chief  
Wildlife Warden, Tel an-
gana, Sri.  Elusing 
Meru, IFS, officially re-
leased a pair of  magnif-
icent White Swans into 
an enclosure for public 
display. The swans were 
a generous gift, donated 
by Sri. N. S. Ramjee, an 
active animal lover and 
consistent zoo support-
er who has been adopt-
ing animals since 2010. 
He made the donation 
in honor of  his late par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. K. A. 
Narayanaswamy, IPS 
(Retd.). Speaking at the 
ceremony, Sri. Elusing 
Meru highlighted that 
Nehru Zoological Park 
remains 1 of  the pio-
neer zoos in the coun-
try, constantly striving 
to expand and diversify 
its animal exhibits for 

public engagement. 
With the inclusion of  
these two White Swans, 
the park now proudly 
houses 199 species and a 
total population of  over 
2,000 individuals. Sev-
eral other distinguished 
forest officials were pre-
sent at the event to 
mark the special occa-
sion and acknowledge 
the zoo’s ongoing con-
servation and display 
efforts.

Meanwhile, the Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP), thro 
ugh its Chintala Branch 
in the Kukatpally Divi-
sion, Medchal District, 
organized a significant 
seminar for students to 
celebrate the 197th 
birth anniversary of  
Rani Lakshmi Bai of  
Jhansi. Speakers, in-
cluding St. Martin’s 
School Principal Swap-

na Reddy and Kukatpal-
ly Division Convenor 
Nagesh, praised her 
greatness and immense 
contributions. They em-
phasized that Rani Lak-
shmi Bai, who married 
at a very young age, 
skillfully managed her 
family while simultane-
ously rising up to fight 
the atrocities commit-
ted by the British ad-
ministration in society, 
thereby becoming a 
Queen for India. They 
stressed that the suc-
cess of  women in all 
professional fields to-
day is directly attribut-
able to the inspiration 
provided by figures like 
Jhansi Lakshmi Bai. 
The speakers rein-
forced that the concept 
of  a woman is synony-
mous with patience, 
and if  a woman decides 
to achieve something, 
she can accomplish an-
ything through 1st-rate 
courage and bravery. 
The seminar concluded 
with the message that 
young women possess 
the courage and valor to 
succeed in any endeav-
or they choose. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025, The Hyderabad Dis-
aster Response Force 
(HyDRA) successfully in-
tervened to protect pub-
lic amenity land, while 
simultaneously the Gre 
ater Hyderabad Deputy 
Mayor launched a major 
citizen outreach initia-
tive. HyDRA acted on a 
complaint from residen 
ts of  Sai Ganesh Nagar 
in Karmanghat, Ranga 
Reddy District, regard-
ing the illegal encroach-
ment of  a designated par 
k space. The layout, es-
tablished in 1979, had al-
located approximately 
450 square yards for the 
park. Recently, individu-
als began unauthorized 
construction of  a small 
room and boundary wall 
on the site, intimidating 
residents who question 
ed the encroachment. 
HyDRA officials respon 
ded swiftly to the resi-
dents’ complaint, in-
spected the area, and 
confirmed the presence 
of  unauthorized struc-
tures. Their investiga-
tion determined that the 
constructions were com-
pletely illegal and had 
never been registered 
with the Sub-Registrar’s 

office. Taking decisive 
action, HyDRA officials 
personally removed the 
illegal wall and demol-
ished the unauthorized 
construction, success-
fully safeguarding the 
park land for the commu-
nity. Residents expressed 
gratitude to HyDRA for 
their prompt and effec-
tive protection of  the 
public space, marking 
this as 1 instance of  di-
rect municipal interven-
tion yielding immediate 
results.

In a separate but relat-
ed move toward improv-
ing urban life, Greater 
Hyderabad Deputy May-
or Smt. Mothe Srilatha 
Shobhan Reddy conduct-
ed a ‘Basti Bata’ Padyat 
ra (neighborhood walka-
thon) in the Tarnaka 
area to personally iden-
tify and resolve infra-
structure issues. Accom-
panied by her team and 
GHMC officials, the Dep-
uty Mayor thoroughly 
inspected the local envi-
ronment, focusing on the 
condition of  roads, 
drainage lines, the prev-
alence of  potholes, areas 
prone to water logging, 
and locations causing 
traffic congestion. 

HYDRA Protects 
Park Land CAG To Establish CoE For 

Financial Audit In Hyderabad 
White Swans Arrive at 
Nehru Zoological Park

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025, The Comptrol-
ler and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) of  India, 
the nation’s supreme 
audit institution, has 
announced a signifi-
cant institutional com-
mitment to moderniz-
ing its methodology by 
establishing a Centre 
of  Excellence for Fi-
nancial Audit in Hyder 
abad. This new nation-
al hub is strateg ically 
envisioned to be at the 
forefront of  innova-
tion, research, and pro-
fessional development 
in the field, task ed 
with incubating ad-
vanced skills and driv-
ing the standardiza-
tion of  high-quality 
financial audit prac-
tices across various de-
partments. Deputy 
CAG (Commercial & 
Report Central), AM 
Bajaj, confirmed the 
centre’s mission, stat-
ing it will serve as an 
incubator for global 
best practices and di-
rectly strengthen the 
foundation of  fiscal 
trust and transparency. 
The move, announ ced 

by CAG of  India K. 
Sanjay Murthy at the 
recently concluded 
32nd Accountants Gen-
eral Conference, un-
derscores the CAG’s 
effort to not merely m 
eet, but to set global be 
nchmarks for excellen 
ce in auditing. The lea 
dership sees this inves 
tment as a direct step 
toward maintaining its 
critical role in govern-
mental oversight in the 
21st cent ury. A central 
theme of  the confer-
ence and the core man-
date of  the new centre 
is a strategic pivot to-
wards revolutionizing 
audit meth odologies 
throu gh the full reali-
zation of  data and arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) 
potential. This in-
cludes a directive to de-
liberately bre ak down 
the silos that tradition-
ally separate the de-
partment’s audit and 
accounts functions. 
The accounts offices 
are now being rec og-
nized as “gold mines of  
invaluable financial 
data,” containing gra 
nular details such as 

vouchers, sanctions, 
and challans. The man 
date is to transform the 
rigid boundary be-
tween Audit and Ac-
counts into a seamless 
bridge, allowing audit 
teams to systematical-
ly and comprehensive-
ly leverage this rich 
data for their work. 
This shift represents a 
fundamental and nec-
essary departure from 
the limitations of  tra-
ditional, sample-based 
auditing towards a mo 
re comprehensive, ho-
listi c analysis of  en-
tire datasets. The deep-
er integration of  these 
functions will be pow-
ered by cutting-edge 
technology, forming 
the basis for conduct-
ing sharper, more fo-
cused, and evidence-
based audits with far 
greater impact. Fur-
thermore, CAG is devel 
oping the CAG-LLM, 
an indigenously built 
Large Language Mod-
el, which will combine 
deep data synergy with 
AI-driven analytics. 
and Governance (ESG) 
criteria into audits. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025, Cyberabad 
Police have achieved a 
significant breakthr 
ough by successfully 
arresting two individ-
uals involved in a 
highly sophisticated 
corporate extortion 
and cyber-intimida-
tion racket targ eting 
the Hetero Group of  
Companies, one of  In-
dia’s largest pharma-
ceutical organiza-
tions. The case orig 
inated from a com-
plaint filed after a sen-
ior company employ-
ee received a series of  
anonymous and pseu-
donymous emails de-
manding an exorbi-
tant ransom of  USD 
250 million. 

The perpetrators 
claimed to possess ex-
tensive “confidential” 
and “damaging” infor-
mation related to the 
company’s operations 
and regulatory com-
pliance. They further 
threatened that fail-
ure to pay the ransom 
would result in this 
purported informa-
tion being forwarded 
to the United States 
Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (USF-
DA). To amplify the 
pressure, the racket-
eers falsely asserted 
they had the ability to 

influence or “man-
age” the USFDA, cre-
ating an impression 
of  imminent regula-
tory action, compli-
ance complications, 
and severe reputation-
al harm. The company 
emphasized that the 
allegations were en-
tirely fabricated and 
malicious, and the 
threats were designed 
solely to coerce the or-
ganization into unlaw-
ful demands. The im-
m e d i a t e  f o r m a l 
reporting of  the mat-
ter allowed the Cy-
berabad Cyber Crime 
Police to laun ch a de-
tailed investigation, 
confirming the so-
phisticated and trans-
national nature of  the 
criminal conspi racy. 
The modus operandi 
of  the accused, Gadi 
Manikanta and Yen-
dapalli Jessy Sudar-
shan, involved creat-
ing fake email identi 
ties and brazenly im-
personating a USFDA 
official. They sent 
threatening em ails al-
leging regulatory vio-
lations, supplied fabri-
cated documents and 
scree nshots to pres-
surize the company, 
and us ed the Signal 
Private Messenger 
App for communica-
tion with the victim 
company. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025, In a significant law 
enforcement action tar-
geting drug trafficking 
in the city, the Special 
Task Force (STF) suc-
cessfully conducted a 
raid in the Fathé Nagar 
area of  Hyderabad. The 
operation was launched 
following specific intel-
ligence received by the 
STF ‘A’ Tea m, led by Anji 
Reddy, regarding the sale 
of  illegal narcotics, spe-
cifically Ganja, being 
carried out by women in 
the locality. The coordi-
nated raid resulted in the 
seizure of  a substantial 
quantity of  contraband 
and cash. During the op-
eration, the STF team 
confiscated a total of  1.26 
2 kilograms of  Ganja and 
cash amounting to ₹7,690 
from the possession of  
the suspects. This bust is 
1 major victory in the on-

going campaign against 
drug peddling in the re-
gion, focusing on dis-
rupting the distribution 
network at the local lev-
el. The Excise Depart-
ment subsequently regis-
tered cases against a 
total of  seven individu-
als connected to the drug 
sales operation. The th 
ree women who were ap-
prehended at the scene 
have been formally ar-
rested. They were identi-
fied as Shaik Jaitan Bee, 
Shakti Nani Mela, and 
Shakti Parsi Suguna. 
Following their arrest 
and the formal registra-
tion of  the case, the ap-
prehended individuals 
and the seized evidence 
were handed over to the 
Balanagar Excise Sta-
tion for further investi-
gation and legal proceed-
ings. However, four other 
suspects involved in the 

case—identified as Shak-
ti Sanjesh Kumar, Shakti 
Khush Bee, Kalivala 
Vishal, and Satish—man 
aged to evade capture 
during the raid and are 
currently listed as ab-
sconding. Efforts are un-
derway by the Excise and 
police departments to 
track down and appre-
hend the remaining four 
individuals. The opera-
tion highlights the col-
laborative efforts be-
tween specialized police 
units and the Excise De-
partment to curb the il-
legal drug trade that of-
ten preys on vulnerable 
communities. The au-
thorities remain com-
mitted to prosecuting all 
those involved in this 
criminal activity to se-
cure a safer environment 
for residents of  Fathé 
Nagar and the surround-
ing areas. 

Major Drug Bust: Three 
Women Arrested

Cyberabad Police 
Dismantle $250 Million 
Extortion Racket
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2025

Transport and BC Wel-
fare Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar has issued a 
strong and unequivocal 
condemnation of  the vi-
cious attack on an RTC 
driver that occurred in 
the Rajanna Sircilla dis-
trict. The incident, which 
took place near the vil-
lage of  Vallampatla in the 
Illanthakunta Mandal, 
involved the deliberate 
assault of  an employee 
who was simply perform-
ing his official duties. 
Minister Prabhakar 
characterized the attack 
as a “heinous act,” stress-
ing the seriousness of  the 
violence directed at a 
public servant engaged 
in essential services. Rec-
ognizing the gravity of  
the incident and the need 
for immediate and visible 
action, the Minister did 
not delay in escalating 
the matter to the highest 
level of  district law en-
forcement. He immedi-
ately held a telephone 
conversation with the Ra-
janna Sircilla District Su-
perintendent of  Police 
(SP).

During the conversa-
tion, Minister Prabhakar 
provided a clear directive 
to the SP: initiate a thor-
ough investigation into 
the attack and take strin-
gent and definitive action 
against all individuals re-
sponsible for the assault 
on the RTC driver. This 
quick response high-
lights the government’s 
commitment to employee 
safety and its intolerance 
for obstruction of  public 

service. The Minister 
also issued a stern warn-
ing to the public, empha-
sizing that any form of  
attack on RTC person-
nel—whom he referred to 
as “brothers” tirelessly 
working for the public 
transportation system 
and the convenience of  
passengers—will not be 
tolerated and will be met 
with the full force of  the 
law. He reiterated that the 
government views the 

safety and security of  its 
employees as paramount. 
Furthermore, in a crucial 
message aimed at boost-
ing the morale of  the en-
tire RTC workforce, Min-
ister Prabhakar declared 
that the government 
would take all necessary 
measures to prevent such 
incidents from occurring 
in the future. He ex-
pressed solidarity with 
the employees, providing 
the “manodhairyanni” 

(courage/moral support) 
necessary to reassure 
them of  their value and 
protection. The Minis-
ter’s intervention signals 
1 clear instance where 
the state’s leadership has 
prioritized the dignity 
and protection of  its 
frontline government 
workers, sending a strong 
message of  accountabili-
ty and support across the 
public sector. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

To enhance conveni-
ence and connectivity 
for passengers, the 
South Central Rail-
way (SCR) has official-
ly announced the pro-
vision of  additional 
temporary stoppages 
for several special 
train services. The 
press release, dissemi-
nated by Chief  Public 
Relations Officer A. 
Sridhar, details the 
specific schedules and 
locations where the 
special trains will now 
halt, thereby improv-
ing accessibility for lo-
cal communities. The 
new stoppages are be-
ing introduced at 
Diguvametta and Kav-
ali Railway Stations. 
Firstly, the 07001/07002 
Charlapalli – Tirupati 
– Charlapalli Weekly 
Special Trains will 
now make an addi-
tional stop at Digu-
vametta Station. For 
the service running 
from Charlapalli to 

Tirupati (Train No. 
07001), the train will 
depart Charlapalli at 
21:20 hours on Wednes-
days (specifically, 
19.11.2025 & 26.11.2025) 
and will arrive at 
Diguvametta at 04:30 
hours on the following 
day, departing two 
minutes later at 04:32 
hours. Conversely, the 
return service from 
Tirupati to Charlapal-
li (Train No. 07002) 
will depart Tirupati at 
16:40 hours on Thurs-
days (20.11.2025 & 
27.11.2025) and will 
stop at Diguvametta 
on the same day, arriv-
ing at 23:20 hours and 
departing at 23:22 
hours. Secondly, the 
07107/07108 Charlapa-
lli – Kollam – Char-
lapalli Weekly Special 
Trains will receive an 
additional stoppage at 
Kavali Station. The 
Charlapalli to Kollam 
service (Train No. 
07107) will depart 
Charlapalli at 12:00 
hours on multiple 

Mondays, starting 
from November 24, 
2025, and continuing 
through January 19, 
2026. This train will 
arrive at Kavali at 
21:13 hours and depart 
at 21:15 hours on the 
same day. For the re-
turn journey, the Kol-
lam to Charlapalli ser-
vice (Train No. 07108) 
will depart Kollam at 
02:30 hours on various 
Wednesdays, span-
ning from November 
26, 2025, to January 21, 
2026. The train will ar-
rive at Kavali at 00:33 
hours and depart at 
00:35 hours on the fol-
lowing day. These stra-
tegically placed addi-
tional halts are part of  
the Railways’ ongoing 
effort to manage pas-
senger traffic and fa-
cilitate seamless trav-
el on these crucial 
routes. The inclusion 
of  these stations is 1 
measure taken to im-
prove service utility 
for passengers across 
the region.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

The former Deputy 
Speaker and current 
Secunderabad MLA, 
Teegulla Padmarao 
Goud, emphasized his 
commitment to prior-
itizing healthcare ser-
vices for the under-
privileged, stating 
that his primary goal 
is to ensure that es-
sential services like 
education and medi-
cal care are made 
readily accessible to 
the poor. Goud made 
these remarks during 
an event at the Vasavi 
Diagnostic Center in 
S i t a p h a l m a n d i , 
where a free eye medi-
cal camp was organ-
ized on Wednesday 
with the support of  
the Balanagar Lions 
Charitable Trust. The 
MLA was the chief  
guest at the inaugura-
tion ceremony for the 
new X-ray and ECG 
equipment installed 
at the center.

Speaking at the 
eve n t ,  Pa d m a r a o 
Goud detailed his fo-
cus on improving so-
cial infrastructure, 
confirming that he is 
currently overseeing 

the construction of  
three new hospitals to 
bolster medical and 
educational facilities 
in his constituency. 
He stressed that these 
projects are central to 
his political mandate 
of  serving the disad-
vantaged sections of  
society. Furthermore, 
he extended his full 
support and assur-
ance of  encourage-
ment to all voluntary 
and charitable organ-
izations that dedicate 
themselves to provid-
ing free services to 
the needy. He high-
lighted the crucial 
role played by such 
organizations in com-
plementing govern-
ment ef for ts  and 
reaching the most 

vulnerable popula-
tions. The event saw 
the participation of  
key organizers, in-
cluding Naveen Ku-
mar, Dhana Shekhar, 
Shyamal Rao, Gundi 
Srinivas,  Subhod 
Gupta, Mahankali 
Uma Maheshwar, and 
political leaders like 
Puppalla Viresham 
Gupta, C.S. Narasim-
ha Rao, and Raj Sund-
ar. Goud’s commit-
ment to expanding 
healthcare infra-
structure and active-
ly supporting non-
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organizations demon-
strates 1 clear focus 
on social welfare and 
community develop-
m e n t  i n  h i s 
constituency. 

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Condemns 
Heinous Attack on RTC Driver

SCR Announces New 
Special Train Stoppages

TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 
2025

The Telangana Bar 
and Restaurants Owners 
Association has levelled 
serious  al le g ations 
against the state’s Excise 
Department, claiming 
that the actions of  Ex-
cise officials are not only 
jeopardizing the finan-
cial viability of  their 
businesses but are also 
causing the State gov-
ernment to lose credibil-
ity and public trust. The 
Association’s President, 
Damodar Goud, high-
lighted the severity of  
the situation during a 
visit to Excise Minister 
Jupally Krishna Rao’s 
office at Ravindra Bhar-
athi, where he submitted 
a formal petition. The 
central grievance re-
volves around the intro-
duction of  G.O. 145, a 
government order that 
the Association argues 

imposes a significant 
and unjust financial bur-
den on bars, many of  
which are already strug-
gling in a post-pandemic 
economic environment. 
Goud detailed the time-
line of  the contentious 
fee payment. He con-
firmed that bar owners 
had fulfilled their finan-
cial obligations by pay-
ing the mandated license 
renewal fee of  ₹40 lakh 
by the initial deadline of  
September 30. However, 
the Excise Department 
then introduced G.O. 145 
on November 14—well 
after the renewal date—
and is now demanding 
an additional ₹4 lakh 
from each establish-
ment. Goud explicitly ac-
cused the Excise officials 
of  resorting to threats 
and intimidation to en-
force this retrospective 
payment, a move he ar-
gues is fundamentally 

unfair and illegal.
The Association is de-

manding a necessary re-
vision of  the new GO 
and immediate resolu-
tion of  the problems it 
has created. Their pri-
mary plea to the govern-
ment is that since the 
GO was issued after the 
renewal period had con-
cluded, its enforcement 
should be postponed 
and should only take ef-
fect from the next finan-
cial year to avoid penal-
izing establishments 
that followed the rules 
in place at the time of  
renewal. Furthermore, 
the Association ad-
dressed other restric-
tive policies that are 
creating immense diffi-
culty in business opera-
tions. They cited the ex-
orbitant hike in the fee 
for transferring a bar’s 
location, which has 
been almost doubled 

from ₹16 lakh to ₹30 lakh. 
This punitive fee struc-
ture makes necessary 
relocation and business 
adaptability nearly im-
possible. Additionally, 
Goud requested a statu-
tory amendment to the 
licensing requirements, 
specifically asking for 
the exclusion of  the 
mandatory Registrar 
Lease Deed from the 
rental agreement docu-
mentation. Lastly, he 
urged the government 
to take strict measures 

to ensure that permit 
rooms operating within 
wine shops adhere to all 
stipulated regulations, 
thereby eliminating ille-
gal competition and 
maintaining order in the 
liquor trade sector. The 
Association’s compre-
hensive submission rep-
resents 1 of  the most 
concerted efforts by the 
trade body to challenge 
what it views as arbi-
trary and counter-pro-
ductive government pol-
icy enforcement. 

Ex-Deputy Speaker Champions 
Healthcare for the Poor

Bar Owners Association Accuses Excise Officials of Intimidation

Farmer Commission Chairman Condemns Central Government Cotton Policyww
TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 

2025
Kodanda Reddy, the 

Chairman of  the Farmer 
Commission, has re-
leased a strongly worded 
press note criticizing the 
Central Government for 
its handling of  cotton 
procurement in the state. 
Reddy asserted that it is 
the direct and clear re-
sponsibility of  the Cen-
tral Government to pro-
cure cotton through the 
CCI (Cotton Corporation 
of  India). However, he ac-
cused the Centre of  at-
tempting to evade this 
responsibility, citing a 
recent policy decision 
made within the NITI 
Aayog. The Chairman 

believes the gover n-
ment’s subsequent ac-
tions are deliberate and 
malicious, intended to 
harm farmers. He con-
demned the Central Gov-
ernment’s behavior as 
utterly irresponsible for 
its actions, which in-
clude: the delayed estab-
lishment of  cotton pro-
curement centres; the 
imposition of  the manda-
tory Kapas Kisan App; 
and the arbitrary restric-
tion on procurement vol-
ume, limiting purchases 
to only 7 quintals per 
acre.

Reddy vehemently ar-
gued that forcing inno-
cent farmers to register 
and book their produce 

through the Kapas Kisan 
App is tantamount to 
“deceiving the farmers” 
( r a i t u l a n u  d a g ā 
cēyaḍamē). He perceives 
these actions not as ad-
ministrative hiccups, 
but as part of  a deeper, 
systemic  p lot .  T he 
Chairman linked these 
recent procurement re-
strictions and bureau-
cratic hurdles to a pat-
ter n of  anti-far mer 
policies implemented by 
the NDA government 
since coming to power. 
He specifically refer-
enced the contentious 
three black farm laws 
and a subsequent policy 
document aimed at the 
privatization of  the agri-

cultural market system. 
Reddy suggested that 
these restrictions are all 
part of  a larger conspir-
acy to gradually privat-
ize the agricultural sec-
tor in its entirety and 
hand over control to 
powerful multinational 
companies. He conclud-
ed that the imposition of  
such arbitrary con-

straints is clearly visible 
as an intentional move 
to undermine the farm-
ing community. The 
Chairman’s statement 
represents 1 major insti-
tutional voice highlight-
ing the systemic issues 
and demanding account-
ability from the central 
authorities on agricul-
tural policy matters.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
19, 2025

The anti-narcotics 
efforts in the region 
achieved a notable 
success when a raid 
conducted by the Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) 
resulted in the sei-
zure of  a substantial 
quantity of  Ganja 
near the Warangal 
R a i lw ay  S t at i o n . 
Based on specific in-
telligence indicating 
the presence of  Ganja 
in the vicinity of  the 
railway station, the 
STF ‘D’ Team, led by 
CI Nagaraju and his 
staff, mobilized from 
Hyderabad to carry 
out a discreet inspec-
tion. Upon searching 
the areas surround-
ing the railway sta-
tion, the team discov-
ered a suspicious 
plastic bag.

The contents of  the 
bag were examined 
and immediate ly 
identified as Ganja. 

Following the initial 
discovery, the seized 
narcotic substance 
w a s  a c c u r a t e l y 
weighed, confirming 
the haul to be 10 kilo-
grams. The success-
ful seizure under-
scores the persistent 
nature of  drug traf-
ficking operations 
that utilize railway 
corridors for trans-
portation. However, 
despite the successful 
confiscation of  the 
Ganja, law enforce-
ment officials were 
unable to locate or ap-
prehend any individ-
uals associated with 
the illegal substance 
at the scene. Since no 
suspects were found, 
the seized 10 kg of  
Ganja was formally 
handed over to the 
Warangal Excise Sta-
tion for the registra-
tion of  a case and ini-
t i a t i o n  o f  t h e 
necessary subsequent 
investigation and le-

gal proceedings. This 
operation serves as 1 
successful interdic-
tion, demonstrating 
the vigilance of  the 
STF in curbing the 
drug trade in key 
transit hubs. The sub-
sequent investigation 
will now focus on trac-
ing the origin and in-
tended destination of  
the seized narcotics to 
dismantle the drug 
network responsible.

10Kg Ganja Seized At Warangal 
Railway Station

Jagga Reddy Hails Indira Gandhi’s Sacrifices on 108th Jayanti
TPN Bureau | Nov 19, 2025
The Telangana Pradesh Con-

gress Committee (TPCC) Work-
ing President, Jagga Reddy, 
paid an emotional tribute to for-
mer Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on the occasion of  her 
108th birth anniversary. Speak-
ing at an event in Sangareddy, 
Reddy passionately hailed her 
as a towering figure in Indian 
history, declaring that she was 
the individual who literally 
“sacrificed her blood and life for 
the people of  this country.” This 
statement set a powerful and 
provocative tone for his ad-
dress. He directly challenged 
the leadership of  the ruling par-
ty at the national level, specifi-

cally addressing the BJP lead-
ers in Delhi. He publicly 
questioned whether any leader 
from the BJP—including Prime 
Minister Modi, Amit Shah, or 
any of  their colleagues—has, 
over the last forty years, “sacri-
ficed their life for the people of  
the country” as a direct paral-
lel to Indira Gandhi’s ultimate 
sacrifice. This direct political 
challenge served to contrast 
the perceived commitment of  
the two parties to national 
service.

Reddy continued by high-
lighting Indira Gandhi’s sig-
nificant contributions to social 
justice and poverty alleviation. 
He credited her with eliminat-

ing poverty in the country 
through the powerful slogan 
‘Garibi Hatao’ (Remove Pover-
ty). He also recognized her im-
pactful program encapsulated 
by the slogan ‘Roti, Kapada aur 
Makaan’ (Food, Clothing, and 
Shelter), which fundamentally 
changed the living conditions 
of  the impoverished masses 
across India. A major histori-
cal achievement lauded by Red-
dy was the distribution of  land 
to the landless poor, which in-
cluded members of  the SC, ST, 
BC, and minority communi-
ties, underscoring her commit-
ment to economic equity. He 
reiterated his challenge to the 
BJP leaders, asking them if  

they possessed such a history 
of  profound contribution to the 
country’s disadvantaged. Jag-
ga Reddy’s speech was a rally-
ing cry for the Congress, mark-
ing this anniversary as 1 key 
moment to reinforce the par-
ty’s historical legacy of  sacri-
fice and service to the nation’s 
most vulnerable. 
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Humane Solutions for Stray Dogs

As urban areas across In-
dia grapple with the growing 
stray dog population, experts 
emphasize that the solution 
lies in humane management 
rather than fear or culling. In 
neighbourhoods across Del-
hi, programmes focused on 
kindness, trust, and coopera-
tion have demonstrated that 
reducing stray dog numbers 
humanely is not only possi-
ble but sustainable.

Activists and veterinari-
ans argue that community 
engagement is key. “The solu-
tion begins with building 
trust with animals, educat-
ing residents, and promoting 
responsible ownership,” says 
animal welfare expert Sand-
eep Joshi. Neighbourhoods 
that implement structured 
sterilization, vaccination, 
and adoption programmes 
have seen tangible reduc-
tions in stray dog popula-
tions without resorting to in-
humane methods.

Sterilization and vaccina-
tion, commonly referred to 
as the ABC (Animal Birth 
Control) programme, have 
been pivotal. Dogs are cap-

tured, neutered or spayed, 
vaccinated against rabies, 
and then returned to their fa-
miliar areas. Studies from 
Delhi and other cities show 
that over time, this approach 
leads to a gradual decline in 
stray populations and reduc-
es incidences of  dog bites 
and disease transmission.

Education also plays a cru-
cial role. Communities that 
teach children and adults 
how to coexist with stray ani-
mals—feeding them safely, 
avoiding provocation, and re-
porting unwell animals—see 
fewer conflicts. “Fear and ag-
gression stem from misun-
derstanding,” says Navtej Jo-
h a r,  a n  a n i m a l  r i g h t s 
advocate. “When people treat 
dogs with respect, dogs recip-
r o c a t e  w i t h  c a l m 
behaviour.”

Adoption drives and foster-
ing initiatives further com-
plement these strategies. 
Shelters and NGOs facilitate 
adoption of  dogs that can be 
integrated into homes, while 
community volunteers pro-
vide temporary care for in-
jured or vulnerable strays. 

This dual approach—reduc-
ing numbers humanely while 
ensuring care for existing 
animals—balances popula-
tion control with animal 
welfare.

Critics of  traditional cull-
ing methods point out that 
such practices fail to address 
the root causes of  overpopu-
lation. Dogs often return to 
the same areas, and without 
vaccination, rabies risks per-
sist. Humane methods, by 
contrast, tackle both popula-
tion g rowth and public 
health concerns, creating a 
safer environment for hu-
mans and animals alike.

As cities expand and hu-
man-animal interactions in-
crease, adopting a compas-
sionate,  evidence-based 
approach is essential. Hu-
mane population manage-
ment is not a dream; it is a 
proven reality in many parts 
of  Delhi. The challenge now 
lies in scaling these efforts 
nationwide, fostering aware-
ness, and encouraging col-
laboration between resi-
dents,  authorit ies,  and 
welfare organisations.

Bihar Polls 
Reignite Vote-Seat 

Debate

The recent Bihar elections 
have once again sparked dis-
cussions on the gap between 
vote share and seat share, with 
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
securing a majority of  votes 
but far fewer seats than pro-
portionality would suggest. 
Calls to shift India from the 
first-past-the-post (FPTP) sys-
tem to Proportional Represen-
tation (PR) have gained trac-
tion. However, experts caution 
that PR carries significant 
drawbacks that may outweigh 
its perceived fairness.

Under India’s FPTP system, 
voters choose individual candi-
dates, and the candidate with 
the most votes in a constituen-
cy wins. Losing candidates re-
ceive no representation, even 
if  their vote counts are nearly 
equal to the winner’s. This sys-
tem can create disparities be-
tween vote share and seat 
share but ensures that govern-
ments have a clear mandate.

By contrast, PR systems, 
where parties are awarded 
seats based on overall vote 
share, can produce highly pro-
portional outcomes but often 
result in fragmented, unstable 
coalitions. Israel’s experience 
illustrates this: governments 
are frequently formed through 
alliances of  20-30 parties, giv-
ing small or extremist factions 
disproportionate influence. 
Only nine out of  25 Israeli gov-
ernments have completed a full 
term, raising questions about 
PR’s effectiveness in a large 
and diverse country like 
India.

PR also weakens the link be-

tween legislators and voters. 
Candidates are elected based 
on party lists rather than per-
sonal constituencies, turning 
representatives into “rubber 
stamps” for party leadership. 
In India, where political par-
ties already wield substantial 
power through mechanisms 
like the anti-defection law, 
such a shift could further di-
minish voter influence.

Additionally, PR incentivizes 
parties to appeal to narrow sec-
tions of  the electorate, allow-
ing fringe groups to gain influ-
ence without broad-based 
support. In India’s diverse pol-
ity, this could amplify the role 
of  extremist or sectarian par-
ties, undermining governance 
and social cohesion.

Experts argue that the focus 
should instead be on strength-
ening the legitimacy of  elec-
tions under FPTP. Measures 
such as ensuring the independ-
ence of  the Election Commis-
sion, curbing electoral corrup-
tion, and reconsidering the 
anti-defection law are seen as 
critical steps to improve voter 
confidence. While mixed sys-
tems combining FPTP and pro-
portional elements exist in 
countries like Germany, any 
electoral reform must consider 
India’s unique political and so-
cial context.

The Bihar results highlight 
the tension between fairness 
and effectiveness in electoral 
systems, but analysts warn 
that adopting PR without ad-
dressing these structural is-
sues could create more prob-
lems than it solves.

Modi In Tamil Nadu: A High-Voltage 
Start, But What About Past Baggage?

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s high-profile road-
show in Coimbatore on 
Tuesday is widely seen as 
the launch of  the National 
Democratic Alliance’s 
(NDA) campaign for the 
2026 Tamil Nadu elections. 
While the spectacle show-
cased the BJP’s organisa-
tional strength, the under-
lying political terrain 
remains challenging for the 
party in a state that has 
l o n g  r e s i s t e d  i t s 
expansion.

The biggest hurdles lie 
within the NDA itself. The 
AIADMK, the BJP’s main 
ally in Tamil Nadu, contin-
ues to navigate internal di-

visions after the expulsions 
of  VK Sasikala, O Panneer-
selvam, and TTV Dhina-
karan. The exit of  two 
prominent Thevar commu-
nity leaders has weakened 
the party’s influence in 
western Tamil Nadu, tradi-
t i o n a l ly  a n  A I A D M K 
stronghold. The recent re-
moval of  veteran leader KA 
Sengottaiyan adds further 
uncertainty. AIADMK’s 
successive election losses 
in 2019, 2021, and 2024, two 
of  them in alliance with the 
BJP, have reinforced per-
ceptions of  the national 
party’s electoral isolation.

Other NDA constituents 
face their own challenges. 

The Pattali Makkal Katchi 
(PMK) is witnessing a lead-
ership tussle between 
founder Dr S Ramadoss and 
his son Anbumani Rama-
doss, raising the possibility 
of  a split or internal compe-
tition. The Desiya Murpok-
ku Dravida Kazhagam 
(DMDK), once an ally, has 
yet to decide its political di-
rection. Adding to the un-
predictability is actor Vi-
jay’s  Tamilag a Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK), debuting 
in 2026. Vijay has repeated-
ly positioned the BJP as an 
ideological opponent, rul-
ing out any alliance and po-
tentially attracting former 
NDA partners.

The DMK, in contrast, en-
ters the election season 
from a position of  continu-
ity. Its alliance has re-
mained intact through 
three consecutive victories. 
The party leans on welfare 
schemes, such as monthly 
Rs 1,000 support for women, 
free bus travel, and assis-
tance for gover nment-
school college students, 
while highlighting faster 
double-digit  economic 
growth. Politically, it con-
tinues to challenge the BJP 
on issues central to Tamil 
Nadu’s identity, including 
NEET exemption, Hindi 
imposition, alleged finan-
cial discrimination, and the 

Keeladi archaeological re-
port, themes that resonate 
s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e 
electorate.

Coimbatore, where Modi 
showcased the BJP’s local 
presence, remains one of  
the few areas of  firm sup-
port. The roadshow aims 
not just to energise cadres 
but also to test whether the 
BJP can recalibrate its ap-
proach to a state where na-
tional narratives often fail 
to gain traction. The out-
come will reveal whether 
this spectacle can translate 
into tangible electoral mo-
mentum or remain a sym-
bolic display in a still-chal-
lenging terrain.

UP Government’s Bid to Withdraw Akhlaq 
Case Raises Eyebrows

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s recent attempt to with-
draw from the prosecution in 
the 2015 Mohammed Akhlaq 
lynching case has sparked 
widespread concern about po-
litical interference in justice. 
The lynching, in which Akhlaq 
was brutally killed by a mob 
over a baseless rumour, re-
mains etched in public memo-
ry as a symbol of  communal 
violence and the fragility of  
social harmony.

Under Section 360 of  the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS), the state can 
recommend withdrawal from 
prosecution, but the law now 
requires that the court hear 
the victim’s family before ap-
proving any such request. This 
safeguard ensures that the vic-
tim’s voice remains central, 
preventing quiet administra-
tive decisions that could un-
dermine justice.

Legal experts stress that the 

Akhlaq case is far from a rou-
tine matter. “A man was 
lynched in his own home. This 
is not a case that can be treated 
as dispensable when political 
winds change,” said senior ad-
vocate Sanjay Hegde. The pros-
ecution must weigh the evi-
dence carefully and resist any 
attempts to serve political con-
venience. Past instances in UP, 
where withdrawal powers 
were allegedly used to shield 
senior political leaders, have 

raised doubts about the moti-
vations behind such moves.

The law now places a dual 
responsibility: prosecutors 
must act independently, and 
judges must scrutinize with-
drawal applications thorough-
ly, demanding full disclosure 
of  reasons and assessing 
broader public impact. Courts 
have rejected similar requests 
in the past when motives were 
questionable, and a lynching 
case warrants even stricter 
scrutiny.

For Akhlaq’s family, the law 
offers a right to be heard, but 
the emotional and social bur-
den is heavy. Opposing with-
drawal forces them to reopen 
painful wounds, while accept-
ing it would mean surrender-
ing hope of  a full trial, poten-
tially sending a troubling 
message to victims of  commu-
nal violence nationwide.

Experts note that India’s for-
mal withdrawal mechanism 
contrasts with systems like the 
U.S., where political influence 
on prosecutions is limited by 
structural and public over-
sight. In India, the onus falls 
heavily on prosecutors, judges, 
and now victims to safeguard 
justice.

The Akhlaq case under-
scores the delicate balance be-
tween law and political power. 
Courts must ensure that any 
withdrawal is genuinely in 
public interest, not politically 
motivated, reaffirming that 
the justice system remains 
steadfast. Upholding prosecu-
tion in this case would signal 
that justice in India is not a 
seasonal exercise but a princi-
ple that stands firm, even un-
der pressure.
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Satya Sai Baba’s teachings showing 
light to lakhs in 140 countries: PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday 
paid tribute to the late 
spiritual leader Sri Satya 
Sai Baba, highlighting the 
guru’s enduring influence 
on lakhs of  followers 
across 140 countries. Modi 
made the remarks during 
the birth centenary cele-
brations of  Satya Sai Baba 
in Puttaparthi, Andhra 
Pradesh, where he also re-
leased a commemorative 
coin and a set of  stamps in 
the guru’s honor.

Calling the centenary “a 
divine boon,” Modi said, 
“Though Sai Baba is not 
among us physically, his 
love and spirit of  service 
are the guiding forces for 
crores of  people.” He noted 
that devotees worldwide 
continue to find light, 
guidance, and inspiration 
from Satya Sai Baba’s 
teachings, emphasizing 
the spiritual leader’s focus 
on service as central to hu-
man life.

Modi highlighted that 
the core of  Indian civiliza-
tion lies in Seva, or selfless 
service. “All our diverse 
spiritual and philosophi-
cal traditions ultimately 
lead to this one idea, 
whether one walks the 
path of  Bhakti, knowledge, 
or karma,” he said. He fur-

ther connected the princi-
ple of  service to contempo-
rary governance, noting 
that the government’s so-
cial security and welfare 
schemes for the poor are 
being recognized and dis-
cussed in international 
forums.

The Prime Minister also 

underscored the ‘local for 
vocal’ initiative, stating 
that it will help India 
achieve its goal of  becom-
ing a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (De-
veloped India).

The celebrations were 
attended by prominent 
leaders and personalities, 
including Andhra Pradesh 

Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy 
CM Pawan Kalyan, crick-
eter Sachin Tendulkar, and 
actor Aishwarya Rai Bach-
chan, along with R J 
Rathnakar,  Managing 
Trustee of  the Sri Satya 
Sai Central Trust.

As part of  the centenary 

observances, Modi paid 
obeisance at Satya Sai Ba-
ba’s Mahasamadhi and re-
ceived Vedic blessings 
from priests, marking a 
day of  devotion, reflection, 
and reaffirmation of  the 
guru’s teachings of  uni-
versal love, peace, and 
service.

‘Smoke From Punjab Doesn’t Even Reach Delhi’: 
CM Bhagwant Mann

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Punjab Chief  Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Tues-
day dismissed claims that 
stubble burning in his 
state contributes signifi-
cantly to Delhi’s worsen-
ing air quality, sparking a 
political debate over the 
national capital’s smog 
crisis.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Mann asserted 
that smoke from Punjab 
does not reach Delhi due 
to prevailing wind pat-
terns, and pointed fingers 
at Haryana, Rajasthan, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Delhi’s 
own emissions. He noted 
that Delhi’s Air Quality 
Index (AQI) had hit 400 
even before paddy har-
vesting began in Punjab, 
challenging the narrative 
that the state’s crop resi-
due is responsible. “The 
smoke that travels to Del-
hi stays over Connaught 
Place! What a joke!… 99% 
of  Punjab’s rice is export-
ed, and it is not a staple 
food locally,” he said.

Meanwhile, Delhi woke 
up to thick smog with an 

average AQI of  341 at 7 
AM, placing the city in the 
“very poor” category, ac-
cording to the Central Pol-
lution Control Board 
(CPCB). Areas such as 

Dhaula Kuan recorded 
365, Anand Vihar 381, 
Ghazipur 345, and Ak-
shardham 381, all in the 
“very poor” category. 
CPCB classifies an AQI be-

tween 301–400 as “very 
poor” and 401–500 as 
“severe.

The debate intensified 
as Delhi Environment 
Minister Manjinder Sin-

gh Sirsa accused the AAP-
led Punjab government of  
coercing farmers to burn 
stubble, despite central 
incentives to prevent it. 
Sirsa claimed that most 
incidents coincided with 
the post-Diwali period 
and accused AAP of  hy-
pocrisy, recalling how for-
mer Delhi CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal had previously 
h i g h l i g h t e d  s t u b b l e 
smoke from Punjab as a 
major pollution source.

Sirsa said, “Earlier, Ke-
jriwal used to explain 
how stubble smoke trav-
els to Delhi. Now, the 
same people are silent 
while in power.” He ar-
gued that the worsening 
pollution reflects govern-
ance failures in Delhi 
rather than actions in 
Punjab.

The exchange under-
scores the growing politi-
cal tussle over the source 
of  Delhi’s toxic smog as 
winter pollution peaks, 
with blame being shifted 
between states amid ris-
ing public concern over 
health risks.

‘Tally is now 60’: Congress after Trump repeats 
‘India-Pakistan’ peace broker claim

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

T h e  C o n g r e s s  o n 
Wednesday mocked the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment after for mer US 
President Donald Trump 
repeated his claim that he 
prevented a war between 
India and Pakistan, sar-
castically noting that “the 
tally is now 60.”

Trump, addressing a bi-

lateral meeting with the 
Saudi Crown Prince in 
Washington on Tuesday, 
reiterated that he had in-
tervened to halt Operation 
Sindoor, a claimed conflict 
between the two South 
Asian nations. Congress 
general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh reacted, saying, 
“Just when it appeared 
that  the  claims had 

stopped, President Trump 
has reminded the world 
again.” He added that 
Trump has made similar 
assertions in multiple 
countries including Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Egypt, the 
UK, Netherlands, and Ja-
pan, tallying up to 60 such 
statements.

During the meeting, 
T r u m p  s t a t e d ,  “ I ’ ve 

stopped actually eight 
wars. Have another one to 
go with Putin. I’m a little 
surprised at Putin. It’s 
taken long er  than I 
thought, but we stopped 
India and Pakistan… 
whether by telephone or 
whether they came in, 
many of  these leaders 
have come in, and they 
signed their peace deals 

right here in the Oval 
Office.”

Since May 10, Trump 
has repeatedly claimed 
that India and Pakistan 
agreed to a full ceasefire 
after a night of  talks medi-
ated by Washington. How-
ever, India has consistent-
ly denied that any external 
intervention was involved 
in the easing of  tensions.

T he Cong ress ’s  re -
sponse also comes amid 
g rowing criticism of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Earlier this month, 
the opposition questioned 
Modi’s role following 
Trump’s assertion that In-
dia had “largely stopped 
buying oil from Russia,” 
sarcastical ly  asking, 
“What does Howdy Modi 
have to say about all 
this?”

Ramesh’s remarks un-
derline Congress’s contin-
ued efforts to target the 
Modi government over its 
handling of  international 
perception and diplomat-
ic claims, highlighting a 
sharp political divide 
o ve r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y 
narratives.

Congress Targets EC Over 
Alleged Voter Deletions

TPN Correspondent | Patna

Following its defeat in 
the Bihar Assembly 
elections, the Congress 
on Tuesday accused the 
Election Commission of  
selectively deleting vot-
ers from electoral rolls 
under the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR) process. The party 
claimed the exercise 
was being used to target 
specific communities 
across several states 
and Union Territories.

Congress chief  Mall-
ikarjun Kharge and 
Leader of  Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi held a re-
view meeting at Indira 
Bhawan in New Delhi 
with senior leaders 
from 12 states and UTs 
where the SIR is under-
way. Attendees included 
former Rajasthan CM 
Ashok Gehlot, senior 
leaders Salman Khurs-
hid and KC Venugopal, 
AICC general secretar-
ies, PCC presidents, 

CLP leaders, and AICC 
secretaries.

Kharge alleged that 
the Election Commis-
sion’s conduct during 
the revision process was 
“deeply disappointing” 
and must prove its neu-
trality. He said the SIR 
was being “weaponised” 
for “vote theft” and 
warned that Congress 
workers and local units 
would remain vigilant 
to expose any attempts 
to remove genuine vot-
ers or add bogus ones.

Venugopal said pat-
terns of  targeted dele-
tions observed in Bihar 
were now emerging in 
12 states and UTs. He 
criticized the EC’s sepa-
rate special revision in 
Assam and flagged Ker-
ala, where booth-level 
officers (BLOs) were in-
structed to finalize vot-
er lists on the same day 
local body elections be-
gin, despite a state As-
sembly resolution to 

postpone the exercise. 
Venugopal noted the ex-
treme workload had led 
to cases of  suicide 
among BLOs.

Congress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera ac-
cused the EC of  political 
bias, stating that names 
were being selectively 
removed across states. 
He recalled the party’s 
“Voter Rights Yatra” in 
Bihar and cited five Su-
preme Court orders re-
flecting concerns over 
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s 
approach.

The party announced 
plans for a massive rally 
at Ramlila Maidan, Del-
hi, in early December to 
protest alleged irregu-
larities. Khera said the 
Congress had collected 
five crore signatures na-
tionwide to defend voter 
rights, emphasizing, “If  
the voter’s right is taken 
away, it is our duty to 
raise our voice, and we 
will continue to do so.”

Nitish Kumar Elected 
JD(U) Legislature Party 

Leader in Bihar

TPN Correspondent | Patna

Janata Dal (United) 
supremo Nitish Kumar 
was chosen as the leader 
of  the JD(U) legislature 
party during a meeting 
of  newly elected MLAs 
in Patna on Wednesday, 
state minister Shrawon 
Kumar confirmed. The 
decision comes ahead of  
a meeting of  NDA con-
stituents, where Kumar 
is expected to be ap-
pointed the leader of  
the alliance in Bihar.

The meeting, held at 
‘Samvad’ at the Chief  
Minister’s Secretariat, 
was attended by all new-
ly elected JD(U) MLAs 
and 22 Legislative Coun-
cil  members.  Par ty 
leaders Vijay Choud-
h a r y  a n d  U m e s h 
Kushwaha proposed Ku-
mar’s name, which was 
seconded by senior 
leaders Bijendra Yadav, 
working national presi-
dent Sanjay Jha, and 
Union minister Rajiv 
Ranjan Singh ‘Lalan’.

After his election as 
legislature party leader, 
Kumar addressed party 
members, urging them 
to work tirelessly for 
the welfare of  the state. 
He will meet Governor 
Arif  Mohammad Khan 
later in the day to initi-
ate the process for form-
ing the new government 
and submit a letter of  
support from all NDA 
constituents. The cur-
rent Bihar assembly 
will be dissolved on 
Wednesday.

Kumar is set to take 
oath as Bihar Chief  
Minister for a record 
10th time at Patna’s his-
toric Gandhi Maidan on 
Thursday. The NDA, 
comprising JD(U), BJP, 
LJP(RV), HAM, and 
RLM, secured a decisive 
victory in the 243-mem-
ber assembly, winning 
202 seats in total. JD(U) 
bagged 85 seats, while 
BJP won 89, LJP(RV) 19, 
HAM 5, and RLM 4.

In the run-up to the 

elections, Kumar rolled 
out welfare schemes in-
cluding hikes in social 
security pensions, sti-
pends  for  Jeevika , 
Asha, and Anganwadi 
w o r k e r s ,  a n d  t h e 
Mukhyamantri Mahila 
Rojgar Yojana, under 
which over one crore 
women received Rs 
10,000 each. Despite 
criticism and specula-
tion of  political sidelin-
ing similar to Maha-
r a s h t r a ’ s  E k n a t h 
Shinde, the 75-year-old 
l e a d e r  r e m a i n e d 
unfazed.

B o r n  i n  1 9 5 1  i n 
Bakhtiyarpur, Bihar, 
Nitish Kumar entered 
politics during the JP 
Movement,  initially 
joining the Janata Par-
ty. He contested his first 
assembly elections in 
1977 and secured his 
first victory in 1985, 
gradually rising to be-
come the longest-serv-
ing Chief  Minister of  
Bihar.
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Trump repeats claim he stopped war between 
India, Pakistan

TPN Bureau | Washington

U.S. President Don-
ald Trump reiterated 
h i s  l o n g - s t a n d i n g 
claim that he “stopped 
a war between India 
and Pakistan,” making 
the remark during a bi-
lateral meeting with 
Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Sal-
man at  the  White 
House. The statement, 
delivered in the Oval 
Office, comes amid 
heightened global at-
tention on U.S. foreign 
policy in South Asia 
and Trump’s repeated 
assertions of  his role 
in defusing regional 
tensions.

Trump did not pro-
vide new details about 
the alleged interven-
tion but framed it as an 
example of  his admin-
istration’s ability to 
prevent major global 
conflicts. The Presi-
dent has made similar 
claims in the past, of-
ten referencing peri-
ods of  heightened ten-
sion between New 
Delhi and Islamabad, 
though neither coun-
try has publicly cor-

roborated the extent of  
his involvement.

The meeting with 
Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman fo-
cused on strategic co-
operation, regional 
security, and bilateral 
economic ties. Howev-
er, Trump’s remarks 
about India and Paki-
stan quickly drew at-
tention, given the sen-

sitivity surrounding 
the two nuclear-armed 
neighbours and their 
l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  
conflict.

The President’s com-
ments come at a time 
when South Asia re-
mains geopolitically 
complex, with ongoing 
concerns about cross-
b o r d e r  t e r r o r i s m , 
ceasefire violations, 

and diplomatic rela-
tions. Analysts suggest 
that Trump’s repeated 
emphasis on his role 
may be aimed at rein-
forcing his foreign pol-
icy credentials.

The White House did 
not issue any addition-
al clarification, and 
neither the Indian nor 
P a k i s t a n i  g ove r n -
ments responded im-

m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e 
remarks.

The meeting with 
t h e  S a u d i  C r o w n 
Prince also included 
discussions on defence 
cooperation, energy 
partnerships, and sta-
bility in the Middle 
East. As one of  Wash-
ington’s closest region-
al allies, Saudi Arabia 
remains a key player 

in U.S. strategic plan-
ning, and Tuesday’s 
dialogue was part of  
broader  ef for ts  to 
strengthen ties.

Trump’s comments 
are expected to gener-
ate debate, especially 
in South Asia, where 
narratives around dip-
lomatic intervention 
remain pol i t ical ly 
sensitive.

Massive Fire in Japan Destroys 170 Homes, 
Forces Large-Scale Evacuations

TPN Correspondent |  Tokyo 

A massive fire swept 
through a residential 
neighbourhood in Oita, 
southwestern Japan, 
destroying more than 
170 homes and forcing 
over 170 residents to 
evacuate. The blaze, 
which began on Tues-
day evening near a fish-
ing port amid strong 
winds, continued burn-
ing for nearly 20 hours 
before authorities man-
aged to bring it partial-
ly under control on 
Wednesday.

According to the Oita 
prefectural disaster re-
sponse team, one per-
son—an elderly man in 
his 70s—was reported 
missing, and firefight-
ers later discovered a 
body believed to be his. 
A woman in her 50s sus-
tained minor injuries 
during the incident. 
The fire also spread 
into nearby forested 
land, affecting approxi-
mately 12 acres, the 
Fire and Disaster Man-
a g e m e n t  A g e n c y 
(FDMA) reported.

Efforts to contain the 
blaze involved a large-
scale mobilisation of  
resources, including 
more than 200 firefight-

ers, dozens of  fire en-
gines, and two UH-1 
helicopters dispatched 
by the Ground Self-De-
fence Force. Despite 

these efforts, the fire re-
mained difficult to con-
trol due to strong winds 
that rapidly carried 
flames across densely 

packed wooden homes.
The affected area, lo-

cated near Oita’s mack-
erel fishing zone, is not 
close to the region’s re-

nowned hot spring re-
s o r t s  o r  h i s t o r i c 
thatched-roof  struc-
tures, but the damage 
to local residences and 
infrastructure has been 
extensive. Around 260 
homes remained with-
out  e lectrici ty  by 
Wednesday afternoon.

Television footage 
showed thick plumes of  
smoke rising over 
charred remains of  
houses, though flames 
had subsided by mid-
day.  Residents  de-
scribed the ordeal as 
overwhelming, with 
one woman telling Kyo-
do News that the fire 
“spread in the blink of  
an eye,” leaving little 
t i m e  t o  g a t h e r 
belongings.

Prime Minister San-
ae Takaichi expressed 
her condolences on X 
and pledged full gov-
ernment assistance to 
affected families. Au-
thorities are investigat-
ing the cause of  the 
blaze and the factors 
that contributed to its 
rapid spread.

Close Yunus Aide Arrives In India Days After Sheikh 
Hasina’s Death Sentence

TPN Correspondent |   UN

Amid strained India-
Bangladesh ties, Na-
tional Security Adviser 
(NSA) Khalilur Rah-
man, a close aide of  in-
terim Bangladeshi 

leader Muhammad Yu-
nus, arrived in New 
Delhi to attend the 7th 
meeting of  the Colom-
bo Security Conclave 
(CSC). The visit comes 
days  af ter  for mer 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, now in exile in 
Delhi, was sentenced to 
death by Dhaka, mark-
ing one of  the most sig-
nificant engagements 
by a senior Bangladesh 

official since her gov-
ernment’s fall in Au-
gust 2024.

Rahman’s visit was 
officially at the invita-
tion of  India’s NSA 
Ajit Doval. The two-

day CSC gathering 
will host NSAs from 
Maldives, Mauritius, 
Sri Lanka, and Bangla-
desh, with Seychelles 
participating as an ob-
server and Malaysia 
invited as a guest. The 
conclave, established 
to strengthen regional 
security in the Indian 
Ocean,  focuses  on 
m a r i t i m e  s a f e t y, 
counterterrorism, cy-
ber security, combat-
ing transnational or-
ganized crime, and 
d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  
coordination.

Observers in Delhi 
see Rahman’s presence 
as a signal that dia-
logue continues be-
tween the two neigh-
bours, despite concerns 
over Bangladesh’s re-
cent moves. Dhaka’s 
plans to revive the Lal-
monirhat airbase, only 
20 kilometres from In-
dia’s Siliguri Corridor 
in West Bengal, have 
r a i s e d  s t r a t e g i c 
alarms. Analysts note 
that recent visits by top 
Pakistani military offi-
cials to Bangladesh and 
statements from its 

leadership indicate a 
tilt in Dhaka’s security 
alignment, which India 
is closely monitoring.

Bangladesh officially 
became the fifth mem-
ber of  the CSC in 2024, 
joining India, Sri Lan-
ka, Mauritius, and the 
Maldives. Rahman, an 
influential figure in Yu-
nus’ administration, 
has been part of  prior 
engagements with Pa-
kistan, signaling the 
complexity of  regional 
alliances.

India aims to use the 
CSC meeting to review 
ongoing initiatives and 
implement its 2026 
Roadmap, promoting 
cooperation on securi-
ty threats of  common 
concer n. While the 
conclave underscores 
the importance of  mul-
tilateral dialogue, Rah-
man’s visit highlights 
ongoing strategic sen-
sitivities, with Delhi 
keen to balance en-
gagement with vigi-
lance in the context of  
evolving Bangladesh-
Pakistan ties and re-
cent political upheav-
als in Dhaka.

India saved my mother’s 
life

TPN Correspondent |    Australia

A 33-year-old pregnant Indian 
woman tragically lost her life in 
Sydney, Australia, when she was 
struck by a car while out for an 
evening walk with her family. Sa-
manvitha Dhareshwar, eight 
months pregnant with her sec-
ond child, was walking along-
side her husband and three-year-
old son in Hornsby on George 
Street around 8 pm last Friday.

Police reports state that a Kia 
Carnival had slowed to allow the 
family to cross a footpath when 
a speeding BMW rear-ended the 
Kia, propelling it forward and 
hitting Dhareshwar near a car 
park entrance. She sustained 
catastrophic injuries and was 
rushed to Westmead Hospital, 
but neither she nor her unborn 
child survived.

The BMW was being driven by 
19-year-old provisional license 
holder Aaron Papazoglu. Both 
the BMW and Kia drivers es-
caped without injury. Police lat-
er arrested Papazoglu at his 
Wahroonga residence. He faces 
charges including dangerous 
driving occasioning death, negli-
gent driving occasioning death, 

and causing the loss of  a foetus. 
A magistrate denied him bail 
due to the gravity of  the 
incident.

Papazoglu is expected to be 
tried under New South Wales’ 
Zoe’s Law, enacted in 2022, which 
imposes harsher penalties for 
deaths caused to unborn chil-
dren in traffic incidents. Convic-
tions can carry up to three addi-
tional years in prison on top of  
standard sentences for danger-
ous or negligent driving.

Dhareshwar, a qualified IT 
systems analyst, worked as a test 
analyst for Alsco uniforms, spe-
cialising in business application 
administration and support. Her 
untimely death has shocked both 
the local and Indian communi-
ties in Australia. Authorities are 
yet to confirm if  her husband or 
young son suffered any injuries 
during the accident.

The tragic incident under-
scores concerns over speeding 
and the risks posed by inexperi-
enced drivers in urban areas. Po-
lice continue to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the 
crash and urge caution to pre-
vent further fatalities.

Eight-Month Pregnant Indian 
Woman Killed in Sydney Car 

Crash

TPN Correspondent | Dhaka

Sajeeb Wazed Joy, son of  Bang-
ladesh’s ousted Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, has strongly dis-
missed Dhaka’s request to extra-
dite his mother from India, alleg-
ing severe violations of  judicial 
norms and rising extremist 
threats in Bangladesh. Speaking 
to ANI from Virginia, Wazed ex-
pressed deep gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
granting Hasina asylum, claim-
ing militants had been plotting 
to assassinate her before she left 
the country.

Wazed alleged that legal pro-
ceedings against his mother are 
fundamentally flawed, accusing 
the interim government of  ma-
nipulating the judiciary. “They 
terminated 17 judges before the 
trial, amended laws illegally 
without parliamentary approv-
al, and barred her defence attor-
neys from court proceedings,” 
he said. He added that no demo-
cratic nation would agree to ex-
tradition under such circum-
s t a n c e s  a n d  e x p r e s s e d 
confidence that India would re-
ject the request.

Hasina, who ruled Bangladesh 
for 15 years, faces multiple 
charges filed by the interim ad-
ministration, but Wazed insists 
the process has been politically 

motivated and compromised. De-
scribing her exit from Bangla-
desh as life-saving, he said, “In-
dia has essentially saved my 
mother’s life. If  she hadn’t left, 
militants had planned on killing 
her.”

He further warned India of  es-
calating security threats, alleg-
ing that the Yunus-led interim 
government has released “tens 
of  thousands of  terrorists” pre-
viously jailed during Hasina’s 
tenure. He claimed that Lashkar-
e-Taiba is now operating freely 
in Bangladesh and linked its lo-
cal networks to recent terror in-
cidents in Delhi.

In a sharp escalation, Wazed 
accused Pakistan’s ISI of  arm-
ing infiltrators during last 
year’s protests in Dhaka, citing 
video evidence of  armed demon-
strators. He also referenced 
comments attributed to US Pres-
ident Donald Trump, who re-
portedly said the previous US 
administration spent “millions 
of  dollars” through USAID to in-
fluence political change in 
Bangladesh.

The allegations add new strain 
to India-Bangladesh relations al-
ready tense over border security 
and minority protection. Fur-
ther diplomatic responses are 
expected as the situation evolves.

Sheikh Hasina’s son rejects legitimacy of her extradition
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Govt Panel Plans New SEZ Norms to Boost 
Domestic Sales

New Delhi: A govern-
ment panel is working 
on revised norms for 
S p e c i a l  E c o n o m i c 
Zones (SEZs) to help ex-
porters tap into the do-
mestic market amid 
rising challenges in 
overseas trade. The 
panel includes officials 
from the Commerce 
and Industry Ministry, 
NITI Aayog, and repre-
sentatives from the ex-
port sector, according 
to sources familiar 
with the matter.

The move comes in 
response to growing 
concer ns from SEZ 
u n i t s ,  p a r t i c u l a rly 
those entirely reliant 
on  the  US market , 
which have faced sud-
den tariff  pressures 
making exports uncom-
petitive. Several units 
have reportedly re-
quested the Commerce 
Ministry to de-notify 
t h e i r  S E Z  s t a t u s , 
though many exporters 
have so far continued 
operations despite in-
curring losses, hoping 
to maintain their US 
market presence.

SEZs in India benefit 
from tax incentives 
such as duty-free im-

ports and domestic pro-
curement advantages. 
Official data for FY25 
indicates that exports 
from India’s 276 SEZ 
units totaled $172 bil-
lion, while domestic 
sales accounted for 
only 2% of  production. 
The limited domestic 
engagement has raised 

concerns about under-
utilization of  SEZ po-
t e n t i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
when compared with 
China’s SEZs, which 
have been instrumen-
tal in transfor ming 
manufacturing in that 
country.

In addition to market 
access issues, SEZs are 

also facing challenges 
with low investments 
in research and devel-
opment (R&D), which 
experts say is crucial 
for  innovation and 
competitiveness. The 
revised norms under 
discussion aim to cre-
ate greater flexibility 
for SEZ units, enabling 

them to sell more prod-
ucts domestically with-
out losing SEZ benefits, 
and encouraging in-
vestment in R&D to 
strengthen the sector.

Officials emphasized 
that the policy changes 
are intended to support 
exporters in diversify-
ing markets, reducing 

dependency on a single 
country, and enhancing 
overall manufacturing 
competitiveness. The 
panel is expected to fi-
nalize recommenda-
tions in the coming 
months, potentially re-
shaping the operation-
al framework of  SEZs 
in India.

Tata Projects, ASI Global Join Hands for Aircraft 
Maintenance Facilities

Tata Projects Ltd (TPL) 
and ASI Global have signed 
a Memorandum of  Under-
standing (MoU) to jointly de-
sign and construct aircraft 
maintenance facilities in In-
dia, positioning themselves 

as integrated solution pro-
viders for hangar and MRO 
infrastructure.

The alliance brings to-
gether Tata Projects’ engi-
neering, procurement, and 
construction (EPC) exper-

tise with ASI Global’s global 
experience in aircraft hang-
ar design and fabrication. 
Together, the companies 
aim to cater to growing de-
mand from commercial air-
lines, third-party MRO op-

erators, business aircraft 
operators, and the defence 
sector.

Under the MoU, Tata Pro-
jects and ASI Global will 
jointly identify and pursue 
opportunities across India 

for  the development of  
hangars and related mainte-
nance infrastructure. The 
partnership is expected to 
streamline project execu-
tion and provide end-to-end 
solutions for aviation cli-
ents, from design and engi-
neering to construction.

Industry experts note that 
India’s aviation sector is 
witnessing increased de-
mand for modern mainte-
nance, repair, and overhaul 
(MRO) facilities, driven by 
the expansion of  commer-
cial airlines and rising de-
fence requirements. The col-
laboration between Tata 
Projects and ASI Global is 
seen as a timely move to 
strengthen domestic capa-
bilities and reduce reliance 
on foreign infrastructure 
providers.

The MoU reflects a strate-
gic effort to enhance India’s 
aerospace infrastructure, 
supporting both civil and 
defence aviation growth. 
With the partnership in 
place, the companies are set 
to play a key role in shaping 
the country’s MRO ecosys-
tem while leveraging their 
combined technical and op-
erational expertise.

Zomato Set to Gain 
Bigger Nifty Share by 

2030

Z o m a t o  i s  p o i s e d  t o 
strengthen its presence in In-
dia’s Nifty 50 indexas new-
age digital companies are ex-
pected to dominate the 
market by 2030, according to 
market analyst Hiren VedVed 
highlighted that among the 
50 companies currently in 
the index, only three –Trent, 
Bajaj Finance, and Zomato– 
are delivering profit growth 
exceeding 18 signaling strong 
fundamentals in a competi-
tive market.

The growth trajectory of  
Zomato reflects a broader 
trend of  digital and technol-
ogy-driven companies gain-
ing prominence in India’s fi-
nancial markets. Analysts 
believe that as consumer be-
havior increasingly shifts to-
ward online platforms for 
food delivery, e-commerce, 
and digital services, compa-
nies like Zomato are well-po-
sitioned to capitalize on this 
transformation.

“Zomato’s consistent reve-
nue growth, expanding cus-
tomer base, and innovation 
in delivery logistics make it 
a strong contender for an in-

creased weighting in the Nif-
ty index over the next five 
years,” Ved noted. He added 
that new-age companies with 
robust digital strategies are 
expected to gradually replace 
traditional businesses in the 
i n d e x  a s  t h e  e c o n o my 
evolves.

Financial experts also 
point out that Zomato’s abil-
ity to maintain high profit 
marginsamid rising opera-
tional costs and intense com-
petition sets it apart from 
many peers. This trend un-
derscores the growing influ-
ence of  digital-first compa-
nies in shaping India’s equity 
market landscape.

With the Nifty 50 repre-
senting India’s top-perform-
ing companies, an increased 
share for Zomato would not 
only reflect investor confi-
dence but also mark a signifi-
cant milestone for digital en-
terprises in India’s stock 
market. Analysts expect that 
by 2030, several digital com-
panies, led by Zomato, could 
emerge as dominant players, 
reshaping the composition 
of  India’s key stock indices.

Rupee Inches Up 2 Paise to 88.58 Against Dollar

Mumbai: The Indian 
rupee closed 2 paise 
higher at 88.58 against 
t h e  U. S .  d o l l a r  o n 
Wednesday, supported 
by buying momentum 
in domestic equities 
and softer global crude 

oil prices.
Forex traders noted 

that despite these do-
mestic positives, gains 
were limited due to a 
firm U.S. dollar and con-
tinued foreign capital 
outflows. The dollar in-

dex, which measures 
t h e  g r e e n b a c k ’ s 
strength against a bas-
ket of  six currencies, 
was trading 0.18% high-
er at 99.63.

Market participants 
also cited cautious in-

vestor sentiment ahead 
of  developments on the 
proposed India-U.S. 
trade deal, which has 
been closely monitored 
by businesses and for-
eign investors alike.

“While the rupee saw 

modest gains, broader 
global factors and the 
strength of  the U.S. dol-
lar kept any sharp ap-
preciation in check,” 
said a senior forex 
dealer.

Analysts expect the 

rupee to remain sensi-
tive to both domestic eq-
uity trends and interna-
tional cues, including 
crude oil prices, dollar 
movement, and foreign 
fund flows, in the near 
term.

Record IPO Fundraising, 
Mixed Returns in 2025

The Indian IPO market is 
witnessing an unprecedent-
ed surge in 2025, with compa-
nies raising record amounts 
through public listings. So 
far this year, more than 90 
firms have debuted on stock 
exchanges, collectively gen-
erating substantial capital 
from investors, signaling 
strong corporate confidence 
and investor interest.

Despite this fundraising 
boom, market performance 
for many newly listed compa-
nies has been uneven. Of  the 
90-plus IPOs, 42 are currently 
trading below their listing 
price, highlighting a striking 
contrast between record fun-
draising and post-listing re-
turns. Analysts say this re-
flects the growing complexity 
of  market dynamics, where 
investor enthusiasm for new 
listings does not always 
translate into sustained 
share price growth.

“While the capital raised is 
impressive, the fact that 
nearly half  of  the IPOs are 
underperfor ming under-
scores the need for investors 
to evaluate fundamentals 
carefully,” said market strat-
egist Anil Mehra. Factors 
such as sector-specific chal-
lenges, macroeconomic un-
certainties, and company 
valuation gaps are contribut-

i n g  t o  t h i s  m i x e d 
performance.

The market’s strong fund-
raising trend is fueled by a 
combination of  pent-up li-
quidity, robust institutional 
interest, and favorable regu-
latory frameworks. Notably, 
sectors like technology, fin-
tech, and renewable energy 
have attracted significant at-
tention, with large subscrip-
tion numbers driving over-
subscribed listings. However, 
post-listing corrections in 
several high-profile IPOs 
have tempered investor 
optimism.

Experts caution that while 
2025 marks a record year for 
IPO proceeds, retail and in-
stitutional investors must re-
main cautious and focus on 
long-term value rather than 
short-term gains. The para-
dox of  record fundraising 
alongside mixed returns 
highlights the evolving na-
ture of  India’s equity mar-
kets and signals a more dis-
cerning approach to IPO 
investment moving forward.

As the year progresses, 
market watchers will closely 
monitor  whether these 
trends persist and how up-
coming listings perform in 
an environment balancing 
record capital raising with 
selective stock performance.
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X and ChatGPT Back Online After Cloudflare 
Outage

Several major online 
services,  including 
Elon Musk-owned X, 
OpenAI’s ChatGPT, An-
thropic’s Claude, and 
Perplexity, went offline 
for hours on Tuesday 
due to a global outage 
caused by Cloudflare, a 
leading web infrastruc-
ture company. The inci-
dent disrupted access 
to multiple websites 
worldwide, leaving mil-
lions of  users unable to 
reach popular online 
platforms.

Cloudflare first re-
ported an “internal 
service degradation” at 
11:48 UTC (5:18 PM 
IST), noting that the is-
sue affected a wide 
range of  its clients. Us-
ers quickly took to out-
age tracking platforms 
such as Downdetector.
com to report connec-
tivity problems, con-
firming the widespread 
i m p a c t  o f  t h e 
disruption.

By 8 :12  PM IST, 
Cloudflare announced 
that a fix had been im-
plemented and that 
monitoring was under-

way to ensure all affect-
ed services returned to 
normal. “The team is 
continuing to focus on 
restoring service post-
fix. We are mitigating 

several issues that re-
m a i n  p o s t - d e p l o y -
ment,” the company 
said in an of ficial 
update.

The outage comes 

nearly a month after 
Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) experienced a 
massive disruption 
that also affected large 
portions of  the inter-

net, highlighting the 
vulnerability of  criti-
c a l  c l o u d 
infrastructure.

X, formerly known 
as Twitter, has been at 

the center of  public at-
tention since its $44 bil-
lion acquisition by 
Musk in 2022, which 
led to massive layoffs 
and a rebranding of  
the platform. While 
this outage was unre-
lated to X’s internal op-
erations, it added to on-
going  fr ustrations 
among users who rely 
on the platform for re-
al-time updates and 
communication.

With the issue re-
solved, all services, in-
cluding X and Chat-
G P T ,  a r e  n o w 
reportedly operating 
normally. Cloudflare 
continues to investi-
gate the root cause and 
has assured users that 
measures are being 
taken to prevent simi-
lar incidents in the 
future.

The incident serves 
as a reminder of  the 
heavy reliance of  the 
internet ecosystem on 
a few key cloud provid-
ers and the potential 
ripple ef fects when 
their systems encoun-
ter technical failures.

87-Year-Old Ahmedabad Woman Rides City with 
Sister in Sholay Style

Age is no barrier for 
87-year-old Mandakini Shah 
from Ahmedabad, who has 
captured hearts with her ad-
venturous spirit. Known for 
her love of  freedom and 
thrill, Mandakini, along 
with her younger sister 
Usha, continues to ride 
around the city on their 
scooter in what social media 
users fondly call “Sholay 
style.”

Mandakini learned to ride 
a scooter at the age of  62, 
proving that it’s never too 
late to embrace independ-
ence. When asked why she 
rides at 87, she simply re-
plies, “Why not?” Her jour-
ney reflects a lifetime of  re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
self-reliance. Eldest among 
six siblings, she grew up 
watching her mother work 
tirelessly while her father, a 
freedom fighter, struggled to 
establish a business post-in-
dependence. These experi-
ences instilled in her the val-

ues of  hard work and 
self-confidence.

At just 16, Mandakini be-
gan her career as a Montes-
sori teacher at Bal Mandir, 
despite facing challenges 
with English. Later, she de-
voted herself  to social wel-
fare, traveling extensively to 
e n g a g e  w i t h  wo m e n’s 

groups, panchayats, and 
community organizations, 
educating women about 
their rights. During these 
travels, she mastered riding 
a moped, a jeep, and eventu-
ally a second-hand scooter, 
which remains her pre-
f e r r e d  m o d e  o f  c i t y 
exploration.

Mandakini’s story is more 
than just about riding a 
scooter—it’s a celebration of  
living life fully and fearless-
ly. She emphasizes that age 
should not limit one’s aspi-
rations, and her motto is to 
“live freely, not just as hard 
as I worked, but even more.” 
Her bond with Usha adds an 

extra layer of  joy to her ad-
ventures, showing that cour-
age, independence, and com-
panionship know no age.

Her inspiring journey 
continues to resonate on-
line, with many praising her 
confidence, zest for life, and 
refusal to let age define her 
limits.

Chinese Woman Survives 35-Day Wilderness Challenge, 
Loses 14 Kg

A 25-year-old Chinese 
woman, Zhao Tiezhu, has 
stunned the public after 
surviving a grueling 35-day 
wilderness survival compe-
tition on an island in Zheji-
ang Province, shedding 14 
kilograms in the process. 

The young contestant also 
won a bronze medal and a 
cash prize of  7,500 yuan (Rs 
88,608) for her extraordi-
nary endurance, reported 
South China Morning Post.

The competition, which 
began on October 1, tested 

participants’ physical and 
mental limits. Zhao faced 
extreme challenges, includ-
ing 40-degree heat, insect 
bites, sunburns, and tough 
living conditions. Despite 
these hardships, she thrived 
by relying on her survival 

skills, hunting and foraging 
for food. Her diet included 
crabs, sea urchins, abalone, 
and notably, 50 rats, which 
she hunted, cleaned, and 
roasted. Zhao described the 
rats as surprisingly tasty 
and even preserved some 

rat jerky to eat after the 
contest.

After a typhoon struck 
the island on November 4, 
Zhao decided to leave the 
competition, satisfied with 
her achievement. “The out-
come far exceeded my ex-
pectations, and I look for-
ward to participating in 
more survival games,” she 
said. Her weight dropped 
from 85 kilograms to 71 kilo-
grams, a byproduct of  her 
protein-rich, self-sourced 
diet and constant physical 
activity.

The event is part of  a 
growing trend in China, 
where survival competi-
tions are gaining populari-
ty. Organizer Long Wu em-
phasized that such feats 
should not be attempted 
without proper medical and 
logistical support. Mean-
while, two male partici-
pants continue to compete 
for the first prize of  50,000 
yuan (Rs 6,20,168). Similar 
survival challenges, includ-
ing a high-profile competi-
tion on Seven Star Moun-
tain in Hunan Province 
with a grand prize of  200,000 
yuan (US$28,000), are being 
streamed online, attracting 
a large audience.

Zhao’s journey highlights 
the extreme lengths some 
are willing to go for adven-
ture, endurance, and per-
sonal achievement, turning 
a survival challenge into a 
remarkable story of  grit 
and determination.

Apple Leads India’s 
Premium 

Smartphone Surge

India’s smartphone market 
reached an all-time high in the 
third quarter of  2025, driven 
by strong demand for premium 
devices from Apple and Sam-
sung, according to a new re-
p o r t  b y  C o u n t e r p o i n t 
Research.

The overall market grew 5% 
year-over-year in Q3 2025, 
marking the highest quarterly 
value ever recorded. Analysts 
attribute this growth to a com-
bination of  festive season 
sales, attractive discounts, and 
a rise in consumer preference 
for higher-end smartphones.

Counterpoint’s Monthly In-
dia Smartphone Tracker high-
lights that offline campaigns 
played a key role in boosting 
sales. Retailers offered easy fi-
nancing options, trade-in 
deals, and pre-stocked inven-
tory, encouraging buyers to up-
grade their devices. Online 
channels, meanwhile, contin-
ued to see strong performance, 
particularly during festive 
promotions.

The premium smartphone 
segment, in particular, record-
ed a remarkable 29% year-
over-year growth. Consumers 
are increasingly willing to in-
vest in higher-value devices, 
reflecting a shift in purchasing 

patterns from purely budget-
conscious choices to premium 
options. This trend contribut-
ed to an 18% increase in the 
overall market value and a 
13% rise in the average selling 
price (ASP).

Apple emerged as the domi-
nant player in the premium 
segment, closely followed by 
Samsung, benefiting from new 
launches and aggressive mar-
keting campaigns. The festive 
season, which coincided with 
significant discounts and prod-
uct launches, amplified de-
mand and helped both brands 
capture a larger share of  In-
dia’s growing smartphone 
market.

Industry experts note that 
India’s smartphone market is 
evolving rapidly, with consum-
ers showing greater interest in 
feature-rich devices, better 
cameras, and larger screens. 
This trend is likely to sustain 
the growth of  premium smart-
p h o n e s  i n  t h e  c o m i n g 
quarters.

The report underscores that 
India is not only a high-volume 
market but is increasingly be-
coming a high-value market, 
making it a critical battle-
ground for global smartphone 
makers.

Google Play Reveals 
Best Apps and Games 

of 2025 in India

Google has unveiled its Best 
of  Play 2025 awards, highlight-
ing the top apps and games on 
the Play Store in India. The 
recognition celebrates apps 
and games that combine local 
cultural relevance with inno-
vative features, including arti-
ficial intelligence (AI), which 
is becoming increasingly cen-
tral to user experiences.

The overall Best App of  2025 
in India was awarded to Dis-
trict: Movies Events Dining, a 
ticketing and lifestyle plat-
form owned by Zomato. In the 
games segment, CookieRun 
India: Running Game was 
named the Best Game, while 
also earning the title of  Best 
Pick Up and Play Game.

Several other apps were rec-
ognized for their utility and 
creativity. Toonsutra, a webt-
oon and manga app, was 
named the Best Hidden Gem, 
while Daily Planner, a journal-
ing platform, earned the Best 
Everyday Essential app title. 
Edits, an Instagram-focused 
app, was recognized as the 
Best for Fun, and invideo AI: 

AI Video Generator won the 
Best Personal Growth App 
award, reflecting AI’s growing 
role in the Indian digital eco-
system. According to Google, 
69% of  Indian users had their 
first interaction with AI 
through an app on Android 
devices.

Among trending apps, In-
stamart led the shopping cat-
egory, while Seekho: Short 
Learning Videos and Adobe 
Firefly: AI Generator topped 
the education and art & design 
categories, respectively.

In gaming, aside from Cook-
ieRun India, Kamla, a horror 
survival game, received Best 
Indie Game, Real Cricket 
Swipe was named Best Made 
in India Game, Disney Speed-
storm won Best Multi-Device 
Game, and 8 Pool Fever topped 
the multiplayer segment.

Google’s awards highlight 
the growing appetite for apps 
and games that are locally rel-
evant, engaging, and AI-ena-
bled, marking a year of  inno-
vation and creativity on the 
Play Store in India.
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Prannoy, Ayush Shetty and Mannepalli 
Advance to Second Round at Australian Open

Indian shuttlers made a 
strong start at the USD 
475,000 Australian Open Su-
per 500, with HS Prannoy, 
Ayush Shetty and Tharun 
Mannepalli progressing to 
the second round after 
hard-fought wins in their 
men’s singles opening 
matches on Wednesday.

Prannoy, the tour na-
ment’s runner-up in 2023, 
showcased resilience after a 
shaky start. The world No. 
85 Yohanes Saut Marcellyno 
dominated the opening 
game, but Prannoy bounced 
back in impressive fashion 
to seal a 6-21, 21-12, 21-17 vic-
tory in 57 minutes. The 
33-year-old, who won bronze 
at both the Asian Games 
and the 2023 World Champi-
onships, will face eighth 
seed Alwi Farhan of  Indo-
nesia in the next round.

World No. 32 Ayush Shet-
ty continued his upward 
trajectory this season. 
Fresh off  his maiden Super 
300 title at the US Open, the 
Karnataka shuttler eased 
past Canada’s Sam Yuan 21-
11, 21-15 in just 33 minutes. 
The 20-year-old, a bronze-
medallist at the 2023 World 
Junior Championships, will 

now await the winner of  the 
match between fourth seed 
Kodai Naraoka and Cana-
da’s Xiadong Sheng.

Tharun Mannepalli also 
kept India’s momentum go-
ing with a gritty three-
game win over Denmark’s 
Magnus Johannesen. After 

taking the first game com-
fortably, Mannepalli fal-
tered in the second but held 
his nerve to clinch a 21-13, 
17-21, 21-19 victory after 66 
minutes. The 2023 National 
Games gold-medallist will 
next meet fifth seed Lin 
C h u n - Yi  o f  C h i n e s e 

Taipei.
However, it was heart-

break for Kiran George, 
who pushed sixth seed Ken-
ta Nishimoto to the limit 
before losing 21-11, 22-24, 17-
21. Nishimoto, who recently 
defeated Lakshya Sen on 
his way to the Japan Mas-

ters final, proved too expe-
rienced in the closing 
stages.

Lakshya Sen and Kidam-
bi Srikanth are scheduled 
to  play their  opening 
matches later in the day as 
India continues its cam-
paign in Sydney.

Rohit Sharma Slips to No. 2 as Daryl Mitchell Claims 
Top Spot in ODI Rankings

Indian skipper Rohit 
Sharma’s brief  stint as the 
No. 1 ODI batter has come to 
an end, with New Zealand’s 

Daryl Mitchell overtaking 
him in the latest ICC rank-
ings released on Wednesday. 
Mitchell climbed to the top 

on the back of  a superb cen-
tury against the West Indies 
in the opening ODI of  their 
ongoing series, becoming 

only the second New Zea-
lander after Glenn Turner 
(1979) to achieve the feat.

Mitchell now has 782 rat-
ing points, narrowly edging 
past Rohit, who sits at 781 
after holding the top posi-
tion for roughly three 
weeks. The Kiwi all-round-
er’s rise highlights his con-
sistency across formats, 
adding to New Zealand’s 
proud legacy of  world-class 
batting talent, including 
Martin Crowe, Kane Wil-
liamson, Ross Taylor, and 
others who previously fea-
tured in the elite top-five.

Afghanistan’s Ibrahim 
Zadran also slipped one 
place to third, while India 
continues to maintain a 
strong presence in the top 10 
with Shubman Gill (4th), Vi-
rat Kohli (5th), and Shreyas 
Iyer (8th). The latest update 
also saw notable gains for 
Pakistan players following 
their 3–0 series sweep 
against Sri Lanka. Moham-
mad Rizwan rose five spots 
to joint 22nd, and Fakhar 
Zaman climbed to 26th 
among ODI batters. In the 

bowling category, Abrar 
Ahmed jumped 11 positions 
to ninth, while Haris Rauf  
moved up to 23rd, though 
Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan 
continues to dominate as 
the top ODI bowler.

The conclusion of  the In-
dia–South Africa Test in 
Kolkata brought fresh move-
ment in the Test rankings. 
South Africa captain Temba 
Bavuma entered the top five 
for the first time after his 
fighting 55*. Shubman Gill 
rose to 11th despite sustain-
ing an injury, while Bangla-
desh skipper Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto climbed to 34th 
after a century against 
Ireland.

In bowling, Jasprit Bum-
rah retained his No. 1 Test 
ranking, supported by team-
mate Kuldeep Yadav rising 
to 13th and Ravindra Jadeja 
to 15th. South Africa’s Mar-
co Jansen and Simon Harm-
er also made gains, with 
Jansen additionally moving 
t o  f i f t h  a m o n g  Te s t 
all-rounders.

Naomi Osaka Pulls Out of Auckland Event to 
Represent Japan at United Cup

Naomi Osaka has with-
drawn from the ASB Classic 
in Auckland, opting instead 
to represent Japan at the 
United Cup as she shifts her 
preparation for the 2026 
Australian Open to Austral-
ia. The four-time Grand 
Slam champion had earlier 
committed to beginning her 
2026 season in New Zealand, 
where she impressed earlier 
this year by reaching the fi-
nal. However, plans changed 
after she informed tourna-
ment director Nicolas Lam-
perin of  her decision to 
compete in the mixed-team 
event.

Osaka’s withdrawal is a 
setback for the Auckland 
tournament, which had 
banked on her star presence 
to draw global attention. 
The ASB Classic has been a 
meaningful stop for Osaka, 
offering her strong early-
season competition and a 
chance to build rhythm 
ahead of  the Melbourne 
Slam. Her run to the final 
earlier this year had par-
ticularly boosted the event’s 
profile.

According to sources, 
Osaka communicated di-
rectly with Lamperin, ex-
pressing that she would now 
begin her season in Austral-

ia, where Japan’s United 
Cup campaign will serve as 
her buildup for the year’s 
first major. The United Cup, 
featuring combined ATP 
and WTA national contests, 
provides top-tier match play 
in a team environment — a 
format Osaka has previous-

ly said helps her ease into 
the season mentally and 
physically.

While Osaka’s change of  
schedule aligns with her re-
newed focus on major tour-
naments, it also signals Ja-
pan’s intention to field a 
strong squad in the United 

Cup. Her participation is ex-
pected to significantly 
strengthen the nation’s 
p r o s p e c t s  i n  t h e 
competition.

Despite the disappoint-
ment for Auckland organiz-
ers, the ASB Classic is still 
expected to feature a com-

petitive field, with several 
rising and established stars 
already confirmed. Osaka, 
meanwhile, will look to re-
claim momentum at the 
United Cup as she prepares 
for another campaign at the 
Australian Open, where she 
is a two-time champion.

Gill to Travel to Guwahati 
for 2nd Test Despite 

Injury Concerns

India captain Shubman Gill 
will accompany the team to 
Guwahati for the second Test 
against South Africa, even as un-
certainty over his participation 
continues due to a neck injury. 
The Board of  Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) confirmed the de-
velopment on Wednesday, keep-
ing the suspense alive ahead of  
the crucial match beginning No-
vember 22.

Gill, 26, sustained the injury 
on the second day of  the first 
Test in Kolkata, a match India 
eventually lost by 30 runs. He re-
tired hurt in the first innings 
and did not return to bat, later 
being taken to a hospital for fur-
ther evaluation. His absence was 
a major setback for India as they 
struggled in chase of  a competi-
tive target.

In an official statement, BCCI 
secretary Devajit Saikia said, 
“Shubman has been responding 
well to the medical treatment 
provided and will travel to Guwa-
hati with the team on 19th No-
vember, 2025.” He further added 

that Gill will remain under the 
supervision of  the board’s medi-
cal staff, and a final call on his 
availability for the second Test 
will be taken closer to the match.

Given Gill’s doubtful fitness, 
the selectors have already initi-
ated contingency plans. All-
rounder Nitish Reddy has been 
withdrawn from the ongoing In-
dia A series against South Africa 
A in Rajkot. The Andhra crick-
eter reached Kolkata on Monday 
but did not participate in Tues-
day’s training session, indicat-
ing that he is being considered as 
a standby option.

Reddy, a right-handed batter 
with a Test century to his name, 
could make his way into the play-
ing XI if  Gill is ruled out. His in-
clusion would add depth to In-
dia’s middle order and provide a 
useful additional bowling 
option.

With the series hanging in the 
balance, India’s squad decisions 
in the coming hours will be cru-
cial as they prepare to bounce 
back in Guwahati.

Germany Seal 2026 World 
Cup Spot With Dominant 

6–0 Rout of Slovakia

Germany delivered their most 
commanding performance of  the 
qualifying campaign, crushing 
Slovakia 6–0 in Leipzig on Mon-
day to secure their place at the 
2026 FIFA World Cup. Captain 
Joshua Kimmich said the team 
“wanted to send a message,” and 
they did exactly that with a ruth-
less display that put them atop 
Group A and assured direct qual-
ification. Slovakia, finishing sec-
ond, will head to the play-offs.

Leroy Sané struck twice, Nick 
Woltemade continued his re-
markable scoring streak, and 
debutant Assan Ouedraogo add-
ed a memorable late goal as Ger-
many raced to a 4–0 lead by half-
time and never looked back. 
Woltemade opened the scoring in 
the 18th minute, heading home 
to register his fourth goal in 
three matches. Serge Gnabry 
doubled the advantage soon af-
ter, finishing coolly inside the 
box.

Florian Wirtz, under pressure 
at Liverpool, produced a bril-
liant spell late in the first half, 
setting up both of  Sané’s goals 
within five minutes. His creativ-

ity broke Slovakia’s resilience 
and sent the home crowd into a 
frenzy. After the break, substi-
tute Ridle Baku smashed in Ger-
many’s fifth shortly after coming 
on, before 17-year-old Ouedraogo 
scored on debut in front of  his 
home fans, capping a dream 
night.

Coach Julian Nagelsmann 
praised the squad’s intensity, 
calling the win a reflection of  
“incredible team spirit.” The re-
sult gives Germany a high seed-
ing for the World Cup draw, re-
ducing the risk of  an early 
matchup with another top 
contender.

The emphatic victory also 
marks Germany’s fifth consecu-
tive win, brightening the end of  
a qualification phase in which 
they often appeared efficient 
rather than dominant. With key 
players like Kai Havertz, Jamal 
Musiala, Antonio Rüdiger, and 
Marc-André ter Stegen set to re-
turn from injury, Nagelsmann 
will take confidence from his 
side’s best performance of  the 
campaign as they look ahead to 
2026.
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Shriya, Rukmini Fight Back Against Fake Profiles

Actresses Shriya Sa-
ran and Rukmini Vas-
anth have recently 
faced a growing cyber 
threat: fake accounts 
impersonating them 

online.  The trend, 
which has become in-
creasingly common in 
the film industry, high-
lights the risks of  so-
cial media impersona-

tion and the vigilance 
required by both celeb-
rities and fans.

Rukmini Vasanth 
was the first to raise 
the alarm. She shared a 

post exposing a ran-
dom number being 
used to pretend to be 
her. Firm and clear, 
Rukmini warned her 
followers not to re-

spond to any messages 
from the number and 
urged anyone in doubt 
to contact her or her 
team directly. “This is 
cybercrime, and we are 
already taking action,” 
she stressed, emphasiz-
ing the seriousness of  
the issue. Her post 
served both as a warn-
ing and a call for cau-
tion, highlighting how 
impersonators can ex-
ploit trust and famili-
arity online.

Shriya Saran faced a 
similar issue shortly 
after. She posted a 
screenshot of  a fake 
profile claiming to be 
her and did not mince 
words, calling the im-
personator an “idiot.” 
Mixing frustration 
with humor, Shriya re-
marked on the absurd-
ity of  someone wasting 
time creating a fake 
profile. She even noted 
a silver lining: the im-
personator was mes-
saging people she genu-
inely admires and 
hopes to work with, 
adding a lighthearted 
touch to her warning. 
Both actresses’ re-

sponses underline the 
need for vigilance with-
out escalating panic, 
keeping fans informed 
while addressing the is-
sue with a personal 
touch.

The surge in fake 
profiles comes as social 
media continues to be 
an essential part of  ce-
lebrities’ engagement 
with fans. Impersona-
tors often exploit the 
trust of  followers, 
which can lead to 
scams, misinforma-
tion, or reputational 
harm. By publicly ex-
posing these accounts, 
Shriya and Rukmini 
are taking proactive 
steps to protect them-
s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r 
audiences.

The episode is a re-
minder of  the growing 
cyber risks celebrities 
face and the impor-
tance of  awareness 
among fans. Shriya and 
Rukmini’s candid re-
sponses highlight that 
while online imperson-
ation is frustrating, 
transparency, humor, 
and vigilance remain 
the best tools against it.

Diesel Sets OTT Premiere Date; 
Telugu Version Also Confirmed

‘Varanasi’ Globetrotter Event Hits YouTube

Karthi’s Vaa Vaathiyaar Set 
for Telugu Release as 

Annagaru Vostaru

Karthi, one of  the few Tamil 
stars who enjoys a strong and 
consistent fan base in the Tel-
ugu states, is gearing up for an 
exciting new release. After his 
impactful appearance in Na-
ni’s HIT 3, which laid the foun-
dation for the next install-
ment of  the franchise, the 
actor is now returning to Tel-
ugu theatres with a full-
fledged release.

Studio Green officially an-
nounced that Karthi’s upcom-
ing Tamil film Vaa Vaathiyaar 
will hit Telugu screens under 
the title Annagaru Vostaru. 
The announcement was ac-
companied by a striking look 
poster that has already gener-
ated solid curiosity among 
fans. While the team has yet to 
finalize an exact release date, 
they have confirmed a Decem-
ber 2025 arrival, setting expec-
tations for a strong end-of-
year theatrical outing.

The film is directed by Nal-
an Kumarasamy, known for 
his unique storytelling style 
and sharp character-driven 
narratives. Pairing opposite 

Karthi is Krithi Shetty, who 
continues to balance projects 
across South Indian indus-
tries. The film’s music is be-
ing composed by Santhosh 
N a r a y a n a n ,  w h o s e 
soundtracks often become 
chart-toppers and significant-
ly shape the mood of  the 
narrative.

Meanwhile, fans of  Karthi 
have another reason to cele-
brate. His blockbuster film 
Awara, which enjoyed tremen-
dous success during its origi-
nal release, is slated for a 
grand re-release in Telugu on 
November 22, 2025. With nos-
talgia-driven re-releases prov-
ing popular in recent years, 
Awara is expected to draw 
strong crowds once again.

With Annagaru Vostaru 
slated for December and 
Awara returning to theatres 
this month, Karthi is set to en-
joy a strong presence in the 
Telugu market. More an-
nouncements and promotion-
al updates are expected soon 
as the team ramps up prepara-
tions for the big release.

Balayya Goes Pan-India for 
Akhanda 2

Telugu superstar  Bal -
akrishna Nandamuri, known 
for his massive fan base in 
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, is now aiming to expand 
his reach across pan-India 
with Akhanda 2. After the 
pan-India success of  Akhan-
da, Balakrishna has garnered 
fans in North India, and for 
the first time, he is actively 
engaging in a nationwide pro-
motional campaign.

Speaking at the recent song 
release event, Balakrishna 
said, “Akhanda 2 is not just a 
Telugu cinema. We are hold-
ing functions in Karnataka 
and Chennai too. The North 
audiences were mind blown 
when we released the teaser 
and the title song.” This 
marks a significant shift for 
the veteran actor, who has 
typically relied on his Telugu 
fan base for the success of  his 
films.

The first-of-its-kind pan-In-
dia promotional effort reflects 
Balakrishna’s confidence in 
the film and his trust in direc-
tor Boyapati Srinu. Their ear-
lier collaborations, including 
Simha, Legend, and the first 
Akhanda, were major hits, re-
inforcing the duo’s reputation 
for delivering blockbusters.

Balakrishna also acknowl-
edged the growing potential 
of  his films in northern mar-
kets. His previous films have 
already shown strong box-of-
fice numbers outside Telugu-
speaking states, and Akhanda 
2 is being positioned to capi-
talize on that momentum. The 
actor’s direct involvement in 
promotions across multiple 
states signals a strategic ap-
proach to further increase the 
film’s reach and appeal.

Industry insiders note that 
such pan-India campaigns are 
usually led by younger actors 
or those with established na-
tional appeal, making Bal-
akrishna’s proactive ap-
p r o a c h  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
noteworthy. By personally en-
gaging in promotional activi-
ties outside his traditional 
stronghold, he is not only 
boosting anticipation for 
Akhanda 2 but also paving the 
way for broader recognition 
o f  T e l u g u  c i n e m a 
nationwide.

With the teaser and title 
song already receiving posi-
tive responses, Balakrishna’s 
pan-India push could set a 
new benchmark for how re-
gional stars connect with au-
diences across India.
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Harish Kalyan’s re-
cent  Tamil  act ion 
thriller Diesel, which 
marked the directori-
a l  debut  of  Shan-
mugam Muthusamy, 
is gearing up for its 
digital release after 
its  underwhelming 
theatrical run. De-
spite the buzz around 
its action-packed nar-
rative, the film opened 
to mixed reviews from 
critics and struggled 
to make a mark at the 
Tamil Nadu box of-
fice, overshadowed by 
simultaneous releases 
such as  Dude and 
Bison.

The latest update 
brings good news for 
those who missed the 
film in theatres. Die-
sel is set to premiere 
on OTT platforms Aha 
Tamil and Sun NXT 
starting November 21, 
just five weeks after 
its theatrical debut. 
Notably, Sun NXT will 
also offer the film in 
Telugu from the same 
date, expanding its 
reach to a wider South 
Indian audience.

The film stars Har-

ish Kalyan, known for 
opting for unconven-
tional scripts, in a 
rugged action-orient-
ed role. Athulya Ravi 
plays the female lead, 
a d d i n g  e m o t i o n a l 
depth to the story, 
while Vivek Prasanna 
steps in as the antago-

nist. The supporting 
cast includes Vinay 
Rai, Sai Kumar, Anan-
ya ,  K a r u n a s ,  a n d 
Ramesh Thilak, each 
contributing to the 
f i l m ’ s  d r a m a t i c 
tension.

With its OTT launch 
around the corner, in-

dustry watchers are 
curious to see wheth-
er Diesel can find re-
n e we d  m o m e n t u m 
among digital view-
ers. Many films that 
performed modestly 
in theatres have gone 
on to enjoy significant 
success online, and 

Diesel hopes to follow 
that trajectory.

As the film arrives 
on two major stream-
i n g  p l at fo r m s,  i t s 
availability in multi-
ple languages may 
help it gain traction 
and appreciation from 
a broader audience. 

Whether the action 
thriller can turn its 
digital release into a 
second innings of  suc-
cess remains to be 
seen, but its arrival on 
Aha Tamil and Sun 
NXT has cer tainly 
piqued interest among 
fans of  the genre.

Director S.S. Ra-
jamouli and actor Ma-
hesh Babu recently 
hosted the much-antic-
ipated ‘Globetrotter’ 
event for their upcom-
ing film Varanasi at 
Ramoji Film City. The 
event, organized to cel-
ebrate and promote the 
project, attracted wide-
spread attention from 
fans and the media 
alike.

Initially, the ceremo-
ny was exclusively 
streamed on the OTT 
platform Jio Hotstar, 
giving subscribers a 
first look at the festivi-
ties. However, the film 
team has now released 
the full video on You-
Tube, making it acces-
sible to a global audi-
e n c e .  T h e 
one-hour-and-37-min-
ute-long video quickly 
went viral across social 
media and digital plat-
forms, with fans prais-
ing the interactions, 
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s 
glimpses, and special 

announcements relat-
ed to the movie.

The event reportedly 
featured insights into 
the making of  Varana-
si, glimpses of  the star-
studded cast, and dis-
c u s s i o n s  b e t w e e n 
Mahesh Babu and Ra-
jamouli  about  the 
film’s vision and pro-
duction. The digital re-
lease of  the event has 
generated excitement 
among fans eager for 
updates on the collabo-
ration, as both the di-
rector and actor are 
known for their block-
buster projects.

With the YouTube re-
lease, viewers from 
around the world can 
now experience the 
Globetrotter  event 
firsthand. Fans have 
shared clips, reactions, 
and commentary on-
line, turning the event 
into a trending topic 
across platforms like 
Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram.

Varanasi, being one 

of  the most awaited 
films in Indian cinema, 
has already created 
significant buzz. The 
Globetrotter event, 
now widely available, 

has amplified anticipa-
tion further, showcas-
ing the growing trend 
of  combining tradi-
tional film promotions 
with digital engage-

ment to reach a broad-
er audience.

The viral response 
indicates  that  Ra-
jamouli and Mahesh 
Babu’s collaboration 

continues to excite 
fans nationwide, prom-
ising a grand cinemat-
ic experience when 
Va r a n a s i  f i n a l l y 
releases.


