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Top Naxal Gommander Madvi Hidma
aoists KilledinAP Encounter

15 Maoists Arrested in
Eluru Following

Encounter Clues
TPN Bureau |

Nov 18, 2025
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op Naxal com-
mander Madvi
Hidma, along with

his wife and four
other Maoists, was kille
d in a significant encou
nter with security per-
sonnel in the Maredum
illi mandal of Alluri Si-
taramaraju district, An
dhra Pradesh, on Tu es-
day morning. The enco
unter took place betwe
en 6:30 AM and 7:00 AM
in the forested area. Po-
lice confirmed that a tot
al of six Maoists were
neutralized—four men
and two women. Those
killed were identified
as Madvi Hidma, his wi
fe Madakam Raje, Deve,
Lakmal (Chaitu), Malla
(Mallalu), and Kamlu
(Kamlesh). The death
of Hidma, the alleged
mastermind behind
several major at tacks
over the last two decade
s, was hailed by the Ch
hattisgarh police as the
"last nail in the coffin"
of the insurgency. Hid-
ma, a native of P uvarti

"

village in Chhattisgar
h’s Sukma district, hea
ded the Maoists' strong-
est military formation,
the People's Liberation
Guerrilla Army (PLGA)
Battalion No.1, which
operates in the Danda-
karanya region span-
ning parts of Andhra P
radesh, Odisha, Telan-
gana, and Maharash-
tra. Andhra Pr adesh
Intelligence AD GP Ma-
hesh Chandra Ladda
confirmed the exchan ge
of fire, statin g that intel-
ligence had indicated in-
creased Ma oist move-
ment along th e
AP-Chhattisgarh-Odis-
ha border and plans by
top leaders to enter the

state to revive the move-
ment due to pressure in
Chhattisgarh. Following
the operatio n, police
seized two AK 47 rifles,
one pistol, one revolver,
detonators, and other es-
sential equi pment.
Combing operations are
ongoing in the surround-
ing areas. The police op-
eration was a joint effort,
and simulta neously,
monitoring in districts
like NTR, Kr is hna,
Kakinada, and Eluru led
to the arrest of 31 more
members of the pro-
scribed organization, in-
cluding nine security
guards of central com-
mittee member Deviji.

olice have re-
portedly arrest-
ed 15 Maoists
in Eluru as par
t of intensified
combing and search
operations across
Andhra Pradesh,
triggered by key evi-
dence collected fol-
lowing the encoun-
ter that resulted in
the death of top Mao
istleader Hidma. Un
der the supervision
of Eluru District SP
Pratap Siva Kishore,
Special Party police
arrested the individ-
uals from a house wi
thin a gated commu-
nity in Green City, on
the outskirts of Elu-
ru. The arrested per-
sons, believed to be
from Odisha, were
reportedly taking

shelter in the build-
ing for the past week.
They have been
transported to the
Eluru Rural Police
Station for que stion-
ing. The police are
currently interrogat-
ing the suspects to
dete rmine the dura-
tion of their stay in
Eluru, their reasons
for choosing the area
as a shelter zone, and
the extent of the Ma
oist sympathizer net
work within the Elu-
ru district limits. In-
formation is also be-
ing collected from th
e ow ner of the build-
ing where they were
found. This operatio
n is part of a wider s
tatewide crackdown:
police also took 32 in-
dividuals into custo-
dy in Vijayawada
and two in Kakinada
on the same day.

CM Revanth Reddy Seeks Central Aid for
Hyderabad's $3 Trillion Economic Vision

TPN Bureau | Nov
18,2025

hief Minister Re-

van th Reddy strong

ly pitche d for accel-
erated economic gr
owth in Telangana by ac-
tively seeking the Union
Government's assistance
for several "game-chang-
ing" infrastructure proje
cts. Participating in the
Regional Meeting of Ur-
ban De velopment Minis-
ters fro m the South West
States, chaired by Union
Minister of Housing and
Urban Development Ma
nohar Lal Khattar in Hy-
derabad, the Chief Min-
iste r outlined the State's
vision to develop Hyder-
ab ad into a premier glo
bal city. He stressed that
ma ny critical develop-
ment projects are cur-
rently pending Central
approval, and he request-
ed Minister Khattar to
grant immediate permis-
sions and extend full sup-

1

port to works including
the Metro Rail Phase
Two expansion, the Musi
River rejuvenation pro-
ject, the scheme to lift
Godavari river water to
Hyder abad, and the con-
struction of the Regional
Ring Road (RRR).

W il .
The Chief Minister as-
serted the State's lofty
economic ambitions,
stating, "We are not com-
peting with other states
in the country. Our com-
pe tition is with Singa-
pore, Tokyo, and New
York cities." Achieving
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this global competitive-
ness necessitates sub-
stantial Central coopera-
tion. He revealed the
State's ambitious targets:
to achieve a $1 trillion US
dollar economy by 2034
and a $3 trillion US dol-
lar economy by 2047. He

TPN Bureau | Nov
18,2025

n a major and sim
ultaneous operation,
the Income Tax (IT)
Department has tar-

geted some of Hyderab
ad's most famous res-
taurant chains, includ-
ing Pista House, Me-
hfil, and Shah Ghouse
Groups, on suspicion
of large-scale tax evasi
on. This move follows p
revious IT department
actions against cold sto
rage and jewelry busi-
nesses. The focus has
now shifted to popular
Biryani restaurants,
with officials working
to uncover their busi-
ness transactions and
alleged financial irreg-
ularities. The Income
Tax Department’s in-
vestigation wing launc

IT Raids on Pista House, Mehfil, and Shah
Ghouse Biryani Groups Over Tax Evasion

hed these surprise in-
spections on Tuesday,
acting on suspicions of
massive tax evasion in-
volving crores of ru-
pees in sales. The raids
were conducted simul-
taneously across 30 lo-
cations in Hyderabad

associated with the
three major restaurant
groups. The operation,
which bega n in the ear
ly hours of the mornin
g, involved a total of ei
ght IT Depa rtment tea
ms. Preliminary repor
ts indicate t hat the tea

ms have seiz ed several
crucial documents dur-
ing the searc hes. The
Mehfil Group, which
was founded in 2006, cu
rrently operates 15 bra
nches across Hyderab
ad and also ha s branch-
es in the United Arab E
mirates. The IT depart-
ment's action against
these prominent and
high-turnover restau-
rant chains underscor
es a widening campaig
n to ensure compliance
and recover unac-
counted income from
various business sec-
tors in the region. The
simultaneous nature
of theraids across mul-
tiple residences an d
corporate offices of the
three groups suggests a
well-coordinated effort
to expose the full ex-
tent of the suspected
tax evasion network.

further stated that the
government expects Tel-
angana to contribute
10% of the country's to-
tal economy, aligning wi
th Prime Minister Modi's
vision of developing In-
dia into a $30 trillion
economy by 2047 (Vikasit
Bharat 2047). The Chief
Minister also briefed Mi
nister Khattar on the Sta
te's commitment to zero
carbon emission meas-
ures, including the pro-
motion of Electric Vehi-
cles (EVs) and the plan to
introduce 3,000 electric
buses in Hyderabad in
the coming year. Discus-
sions also focused on the
proposed 'Bharat Future
City' project, attracting
global investments to the
new city, and the estab-
lishment of a Dry Port to
bolster the State's econo-
my. Finally, CM Revanth
Reddy announced that
the official "Telangana
Rising 2047 Vision Docu-
ment" will be released on
December 9.

© © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00000000000 00000000 000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 00

Supreme Court Warns Telangana
Speaker of Contempt Over MLA
Disqualification Petitions

TPN Bureau | Nov
18,2025

he Supreme Cou

rt delivered a stro

ng warning to the
Telangana Assem-

bly Speaker regarding
the delay in deciding
on the disqualification
petitions filed against
ten MLAs accused of
defection. Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Jus-
tice B. R. Gavai stated
that the Speaker's fail-
ure to deliver a deci-
sion within the three-
month timeframe pre
viously mandated by
the Supreme Court am
ounts to "complete con-
tempt of court." The be
nch, also comprising J
ustices K. Vinod Chan-
dran and N. V. Anjaria,
heard two separate pe-
titions filed by BRS Ex-

ecutive President K. T.
Rama Rao and a peti-
tion from the Assembly
Secretary seeking an
extension.

The CJI warned that
if action is not taken
on the petitions before
the next hearing date,
the Speaker will face
contempt of court pro-
ceedings. He pointedly
remarked that the Spe
aker does not enjoy Co
nstitutional protection
in this matter and said,
"We are leaving the free
dom to him to decide
where he wants to cel-
ebrate the New Year," a
thinly veiled threat of
personal appearance
and potential penalty.
Senior Counsel for KT
R, Ariyama Sundaram,
noted that while the
Speaker has completed
the hearing and rese
rved judgment on four

petitions, evidence ga
thering is complete for
four others, and no cou
nter-affidavit has been
filed for the remaining
two. He argued that the
delay could lead to the
next elections before a
decision is made. Sen-
ior Counsel for the As-
sembly Secretary, Ab-
hishek Singhvi, initia
1ly sought an eight-wee
k extension. The Court
ultimately granted fou
r weeks to respond to
the notices issued to all
respondents in the thre
e petitions, stating that
any further failure to
act will result in the Co
urt making its own de-
termination, including
on the contempt issue.
The Court further exe
mpted the Speaker fro
m personal appearance
until further orders
are issued.

ED Enters iBomma Piracy Case Over
Money Laundering Suspicions

TPN Bureau | Nov
18,2025

he Enforcement
Directorate (ED) h
as officially entere
d the investigation
into the iBomma movie
piracy case, following u
p on suspicions of mon-
ey laundering connect-
ed to the illicit operatio
nrun by ImmadiRavi. T
he ED has formally wri
tten to the Hyderabad
Police Commissioner,
requesting all case de-
tails to launch a full-scal
e probe into the finan-
cial trail of the accused.
Already, the police have
frozen 3.5 crore across
Ravi's bank accounts,
and further investiga-
tions by the police have
revealed critical finan-
cial details.

It was found that Ravi
earned crores by dis-
playing advertisements
for betting applications
on the iBomma site. The
investigation uncovered

Telangana to

that funds were regular-
ly transferred to Ravi’s
non-resident Indian
(NRI) account from a
cryptocurrency wallet,
with approximately 15
lakh per month being m
oved. Police have identi-
fied 20 crore in transac-
tions across four of Ra-
vi's bank accounts. The
proceeds from the bet-
ting app advertisements
and piracy allowed Ravi
to purchase property in
Hyderabad and the Car-
ibbean Islands and fuel
an extravagant lifestyle,
including traveling to a
different country almos
t every two months. Whi
le film piracy itself gen-
erated about 11 lakh pe
r month, the bulk of his

income came from betti
ng app advertisements,
particularly from One X
Bet and One Win betting
apps. Ravi informed po-
lice during interroga-
tion that he enjoyed tra
veling to European cou
ntries and had no con-
tact with friends or rela-
tives. The police have
also applied to the Nam-
pally Court for five days
of custody of Immadi
Ravi for further investi-
gation. During his ar-
rest, Ravi attempted to
destroy evidence by
clearing Telegram and
mobile data and hiding
his laptop under the
bathroom roof and his
cell phone in a ward
robe.

Introduce Gig Workers Act

TPN Bureau | Nov
18,2025

elangana Labo

ur Minister Vivek
Venkatswamy an-
nounced on Tues-

day that the state gov-
ernment is set to intr
oduce the Gig Workers
Act, a crucial piece of
legislation designed to
provide protection and
benefits to the rapidly
growing gig workforce.
The Minister stated
that extensive work has
been done on the pro-
posed bill, which is ex-
pected to be passed in
the Assembly shortly.
The Act will ensure
that all gig workers are
registered and will pro-
tect them from unfair

terminations, making
arbitrary dismissals im
possible unless necessi-
tated by "serious mista
kes." The legislation ai
ms to address the vulne
rabilities faced by work
ers in the gig and platfo
rm economy, a sector
that NITI Aayog project
s will employ over 2.35

crore workers by 2029-
30. The government
plans to form a dedicat-
ed board to oversee the
implementation of the
Act and the welfare of
registered gig workers,
complementing the
Central Government's
Code on Social Security,
2020, which already de-
fines gig and platform
workers and provides
for social security ben-
efits like life cover and
health benefits.

In a separate but re-
lated announcement,
Minister Venkatswamy
confirmed that the
State Cabinet has de-
cided to provide an ex-
gratia payment of 5
lakh to the families of
the Indian Umrah pil-
grims who tragically

lost their lives in a dev-
astating bus fire near
Medina, Saudi Arabia.
According to Hydera
bad Police Commission
er V. C. Sajjanar, 45 out
of 46 passengers died
when their bus collided
with an oil tanker, caus-
ing a massive explosio
n. The single survivor,
Md Abdul Shoaib, re-
mains in critical condi-
tion. The Minister fur-
ther stated that a hig
h-level delegation, led
by Azharuddin, will be
dispatched to Saudi Ar
abia to investigate the
incident, provide assis-
tance, and coordinate
the necessary arrange-
ments for the affected
families, expressing
deep condolences from
the government.
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Telangana Aims for $3 Trillion Economy

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka
Mallu announced that
the Telangana Govern-
ment is preparing for
massive '2047 Telangana
Rising' celebrations on
the 8th and 9th of next
month, where several
new policies will be un-
veiled. Addressing the
47th Quarterly Bankers
Meeting (SLBC) in Be-
gumpet, he urged bank-
ers to actively partici-
pate and partner in this
major event, which will
feature the launch of
the 2047 Roadmap. This
roadmap sets an ambi-
tious target of achiev-
ing a 13% GDP growth
rate to build a three-tril-
lion-dollar economy for
the State by 2047. The
Deputy Chief Minister
highlighted that the
Government's long-

term vision and plans
will be showcased dur-
ing these celebrations,
moving from showcas-
ing completed programs
in the first year to high-
lighting continuing ini-
tiatives in the second
year.He stressed the
State's determination to
build a modern, inclu-
sive, and future-ready
Telangana. Key infra-
structure projects, in-
cluding the Regional
Ring Road, the connec-
tion of industrial corri-
dors, and the Mu si Riv-
er rejuvenation, are
central to attracting
global investments. He
affirmed that the entire
State, and not just Hy-
derabad, possesses im-
mense potential due to
its strategic location, fa-
vorable climate, skilled
human resources at low-
er costs, and strong pow-

er supply, which the
Government is commit-
ted to maintaining de-
spite the anticipated
10% annual increase in
electricity demand.
The Deputy Chief
Minister issued a strong
call to the banking sec-
tor, urging them to shift
from transactional en-
gagement to a transfor-
mational partnership
by significantly boost-
ing support for Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) and Mi-
cro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMES).
Promoting these two
sectors is crucial for
large-scale wealth crea-
tion and employment
generation, which, in
turn, will drive GDP gro
wth. He noted that while
the banking sector
achieved strong figures
in the first half of the
year (49.45% Priority

Sector Lending and a
Credit-Deposit Ratio of
130.18%), there are still
critical gaps. Specifical-
ly, he urged banks to
bridge the gap in agri-
cultural term lending—
which limits farmers'
modernization—and to
increase support for di-
versification crops like
oil palm to secure future
incomes, moving the St
ate from volume to val-
ue in agriculture. Th e
transformative plan in-
cludes the construction
of 13,000 km of internal
roads throu gh the HAM
model, which he asked
banks to treat as a prior-
ity sector lending oppor-
tunity. He concluded by
calling for bold credit
expansion and innova-
tive financial solutions
to match Telangana's
ambition for the next
transformative decade.

by 2047: Deputy CM BhattiVikramarka

Telangana Launches MeeSeva
Services on WhatsApp; Aims for
Digital Governance Model

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025

IT and Industries Min-
ister Duddilla Sridhar
Babu announced Telan-
gana's goal to emerge as
a national role model for
people-centric digital
governance as he launch
ed the State’s new Mee-
Seva Services on What-
sApp in Hyderabad. This
initiative, developed in

partnership with Meta
and MeeSeva, is one of
the largest government—
WhatsApp service inte-
grations in the country,
providing citizens access
to more than 580 services
from 38 government de-
partments directly thr
ough the popular mes-
saging platform, without
requiring additional ap-
plicat ions. Speaking at

the launch event, Minis-
ter Sridhar Babu high-
lighted the government's
commitment to trans-
forming governance into
a participatory, transpar-
ent, and citizen-led pro-
cess. He asserted that
technology should be
viewed as an instrument
of equality, ensuring
that digital benefits
reach "even the last per-

son in remote corners of
Telangana.

" He emphasized that
"Governance should not
happen within closed
walls. It must integrate
citizens as active partici-
pants, with technology
bringing services direct-
ly to their doorstep." As
part of this comprehen-
sive digital vision, the

government has set an
ambitious target of
training 10 lakh youth
every year in Artificial
Intelligence (AI) to pre-
pare a future-ready work
force. The Minister not-
ed that Telangana is ad-
vancing rapidly with oth
er major Al initiatives,
including the Al-pow-
ered Telangana Digital
Exchange (TGDeX), Al
City, AI University, and
the Telangana Innova-
tion Hub. The new Ge-
nAl-driven, mobile-first
model is set to reshape
citizen service delivery.
Plans are underway to
soon make the What-
sApp-based MeeSeva ser-
vices available in Telugu
and Urdu and to develop
voice-command features
for hands-free access.
The service will also be
expanded to include mor
e government departme
nts in the coming month
s. Minister Sridhar Babu
confirmed that Telanga-
na’s innovative digital
governance models are
already attracting atten-
tion from other States
looking to adopt similar
technology-driven ser-
vice delivery systems.

BRAOU Signs MOU
with COL to Establish
Integrated Digital
Education Academy

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

In a significant step
towards modernizing
the State's higher edu-
cation system, the Dr.
B. R. Ambedkar Open
University (BRAOU)
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding
(MOU) with the Com-
monwealth of Learn-
ing (COL) in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy. This
agreement is set to
transform BRAOU into
a prominent digital
university through the
establishment of an In-
tegrated Digital Educa-
tion Academy (iDEA).
The iDEA will function
as a cutting-edge digi-
tal hub specifically de-
signed to enhance
teaching, learning, and
research across the

university.

Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy empha-
sized that the State
Government is fully
committed to elevating
educational standards
and bringing about sys-
temic changes within
Telangana's education
sector. He assured Mr.
Peter Scott, President
and CEO of COL, that
the government is de-
termined to strengthen
all universities in the
state and transform the
Ambedkar Open Uni-
versity into a major
knowledge hub.

This strategic part-
nership will enable
BRAOU to utilize tech-
nology to deliver high-
quality education,
making it more acces-
sible and aligned with

global standards. The
collaboration under-
scores the govern-
ment's vision of inte-
grating digital tool s
and advanced pedago-
gy into the traditional
open university model.
This initiative is ex-
pected to play a crucial
role in providing qual-
ity education to a wider
population, democra-
tizing access, and
building a more skilled
workforce in Telanga-
na. The meeting and
MOU signing were at-
tended by key figures,
including COL Presi-
dent & CEO Peter Scott,
Government Advisor
K. Keshav Rao, BRAOU
Vice-Chancellor Ghan-
ta Chakrapani, CM
Special Secretary Ajit
Reddy, and various sen-
ior officia Is.
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TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025, The Working Presi-
dent of the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS), K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR), along
with senior party leaders,
met with officials from
the Cotton Corporation
of India (CCI) in Adi
labad to submit a compre-
hensive representation
detailing the grievances
of cotton farmers. He ex-
pressed severe dissatis-
faction that the State Cab-
inet meeting failed to
discuss the distress of
cotton farmers, including
issues of moisture con-
tent, crop damage, and
challenges facing the cot-
ton crop grow n over 50
lakh acres in the state.

KTR presented three
key demands: the imme-
diate withdrawal of the
'Kapas App', the removal
of the arbitrary rule lim-
iting procurement to onl
y seven quintals per acre,
and the mandatory pur-
chase of cotton with a
moisture content of up to
20 per cent. He stated that

" \ =

the abrupt introduction
of the Kisan Kapas App,
without proper training
or awareness, is causing
unnecessary delays in
procurement.

He highlighted that
many farmers in Adil-
abad do not own smart-
phones, connectivity is
poor, and due to a lack of
training, the app causes
more harm than good.
Farmers claim that the
CCI, which usually pro-
cures 5 lakh quintals by
this tim e of year, has not
even procured one lakh

quintal, necessitating a
retur n to the old system
where farmers can sell di-
rectly at market yards. He
suggested that if the app
is to continue, it should be
implemented next year
only after giving farmers
two to three months of tra
ining. The second major
issue KTR raised was the
Moisture Content (MC)
norm. He explained that
due to heavy rainfall and
the minimum tempera-
ture dropping to 6°C by
November 18 in Adilabad,
the cotton grown in black
soil naturally has higher

TPN Bureau | Nov

18, 2025

Former Minister
Harish Rao inspected
cotton crops in Mo-
gilicherla village of
Parkal constituency,
Warangal district,
where he interacted
with farmers to un-
derstand their diffi-
culties and issues
firsthand. A farmer
named Shobha shared
her deepest distress
with the former minis
ter. Farmer Shobha
explained that they
are losing the subse-
quent crop due to lack
of water. She lament-
ed that cotton, which
should fetch a Mini-
mum Support Price
(MSP) of 8,100 per
quintal, is being sold
to middlemen for only
4,500. She stated that
they cannot even re-
cover the expenses, let
alone pay for labour.
The promised bonus
for paddy sold during

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

Union Minister of
State for Home Affai
rs, Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar, made sensational
remarks in Vemulawa-
da, warning Maoists
not to be deceived by
'Urban Naxals' and
urging them to imme-
diately abandon their
weapons and join the
mainstream society.

Bandi Sanjay alleged
that Urban Naxals are
enjoying a luxurious
life in cities, indulging
in pleasure with their
families. He claimed
they amass wealth
through lobbying, re-
gardless of which par-
ty is in power, and trav-
el in cars. He said that
innocent people who
believe their words
take up arms and wan-
der in the forests, with-
out food or shelter,
eventually losing their
lives. He stated that Ur-
ban Naxals say one
thing and do another,

has not been received
so far. She alleged that
since the Congress
came to power, farm-
ers have been reduced
to begging.

She highlighted the
severe shortage of fer-
tilisers, saying that
despite being in line
for three days, she
could not get even one
bag of urea. She ques-
tioned how a single
bag of urea could suf-
fice for five acres of
land. She strongly
criticised Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy,
saying he has virtual-
ly given a bowl to
farmers and asked
them to beg. She also
pointed out that the
government is ignor-
ing the rampant sale
of duplicate seeds.
Shereiterated that the
government is not
paying attention de-
spite farmers suffer-
ing losses on all

and are responsible for
the deaths of Maoists.
He urged Maoists to
abandon their path of
violence, embrace pos-
itive thoughts, and
serve the people. He re-
iterated that Maoists
have only four more
months, promising to
eradicate Maoism by
March 2026.

Earlier in the day,
Bandi Sanjay visited
the Vemulawada Area
Hospital in Siricilla
district and handed
over medical equip-
ment worth 1.5 crores,
purchased using CSR
funds from the Nation-
al Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation
(NMDC). He inspected
the equipment, includ-
ing ultrasound and
ECG machines, with
Collector Garima
Agarwal and health of-
ficials. He assured the
hospital authorities of
his complete support
for improving facilities
and providing better

Harish Rao Reaches Out To Farmers

fronts, including ferti-
liser, seed, and lack of
power. If they go to
the market, they are
told they haven't reg-
istered online, and if
they can't sell, they
are forced to sell cot-
ton to middlemen for
4,500 per quintal.

She also raised the
issue of erratic power
supply. When the line-
man is asked, he di-
rects them to the offi-
cials, and the officials
claim they are not
coming. She fondly re-
called that during the
KCR regime, there
was 24 hours of cur-
rent and plenty of wa-
ter. Since the Congre
ss came back, power
problems have re-
sumed. The 5,000 pro-
vided by KCR for crop
investment (Rythu
Bandhu) was helpful,
but now that scheme
has been stalled by the
Congress. She ex-
pressed agony over
the loan waiver prom-
ise. She said they were
told if they paid the
excess 20,000 on their
2.20 lakh loan, the re-
maining 2lakh would
be waived; they paid
it, but the loan waiver
has not happened till
Nnow.

Bandi Sanjay Warns Maoists: Don't
Fall for 'Urban Naxals'

services to the poor.
Addressing the me-
dia, he mentioned that
the Central govern-
ment allocates signifi-
cant funds to hospitals
through the National
Health Mission. He
urged young doctors to
apply for the 89 medi-
cal posts for whi ch the
Collector has issued a
notification, and to
serve the poor in gov-
ernment hospitals. Re-
sponding to the en-
counter of Maoist
leader Hidma, he as-
serted that state power
cannot be achieved
through the barrel of a
gun. saying, "What ha
ve you achieved with
the gun? All you have
done is kill innocents
and get killed your-
selves." He stressed
that the BJP, under PM
Modi, came to power
for the third time
through the ballot,
while Maoists have
achieved nothing with
the bullet but death.

POLITICAL

moisture. He recalled that
the previous KCR govern-
ment ensured CCI pur-
chased cotton even with
20-22% MC, criticizing
the current State govern-
ment's indifference. He
expressed concern that
the Central government's
agreements to import cot-
ton are hurting domestic
farmers. Due to the CCI
rule to buy cotton only if
the moisture is between
8% and 12%, and reduc-
ing the price as moisture
increases, farmers who
should receive 8,110 per
quintal are receiving only

KTR Vows BRS Fight Until Cotton
Farmers' Issues Are Resolved

5,000 to 6,200, resulting
in a loss of around 3,000.
Furthermore, KTR criti-
cized the procurement
limit, demanding it be
raised from seven quin-
tals to 13 quintals per
acre, as areas like Jainath
and Bela produce 15-18
quintals per acre. He
pointed out that cotton
and soy farmers in Adil-
abad are facing an "im-
possible" situation, as
CCl is delaying purchases
while private traders
have also shut down mills
and gone on an indefinite
strike. He noted incidents

where farmers lost their
stored cotton due to fire
accidents. KTR also
lashed out at the State
government for failing to
implement any of its
promises, such as the PM
Fasal Bima Yojana, input
subsidy, or 20,000 per acre
compensation for rain-
affected crops. He was
deeply unhappy that the
Cabinet meeting failed to
discuss the plight of cot-
ton farmers. He called on
the State government to
immediately respond and
pressure the Centre. KTR
announced the BRS’s full
support for the National
Highways Blockade
planned by the farmers in
Adilabad on November
21st, stating that the party
is ready to unite across
party lines to approach
the Central government
on the farmers' behalf. He
also demanded the re-
moval of the biometric
(fingerprinting) rule for
older farmers who have
difficulty with authent
ication.

Harish Rao: Congress Rule
Plagued hy Issues From
Electricity to Weighing Scales

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025, Former Minister
Harish Rao, addressing
the media after visiting
the Enumamula Agricul-
tural Market, launched a
scathing attack on both
the Congress and BJP,
stating that under Con-
gress rule, everything
from electricity (cur-
rent) to weighing scales
(kanta) is mired in pro
blems.

He listed the failures,
addressing Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy di-
rectly: "No fertilisers, no
seeds, no proper electric-
ity, no Rythu Bandhu, no
loan waiver, defaulting
on bonus, no crop insur-
ance. Isn't this your gov-
ernance, Revanth Red-
dy?" He questioned if the
Congress government
had implemented even a
single promise made in
the Warangal Declara-

tion. He criticised the
BJP for its policy of lift-
ing import duties and
imposing restrictions on
farmers, asking who
benefits from the remov-
al of duty on cotton and
palm oil imports, and
why they are placing a
noose around the farm-
ers' necks. He accused
the BJP of helping big
contractors and corpo-
rates by harming farme
Is.
Harish Rao strongly
condemned the CCI's
"Tughlag-like crazy deci-
sions" such as the L1, L2,
L3 system, the Kapas
App, and the 8 to 12%
moisture norm, stating
these rules have put
farmers on the road. He
noted that all ginning
mills across the state
have been closed for two
days, leaving cotton
farmers in confusion.

With no market access,
farmers are forced to sell
to middlemen at exploit-
ative rates. Against an
MSP of 8,100, farmers
are selling for around
6,000, losing 2,000 per
quintal. He accused the
Central and State gov-
ernments of showing
farmers 'heaven in their
palms' verbally, but deliv-
ering 'hell' in reality.

He questioned if the
Chief Minister, who has
visited Delhi 60 times,
did not get a chance or
patience to present the
cotton farmers' issues to
the Centre. He taunted
that since Revanth Red-
dy has good relations
with "Bade Bhai" (refer-
ring to the Central lead-
ership), why is he not
speaking up for the cot-
ton farmers? He demand-
ed the Central govern-
ment immediately
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BRS Alleges Congress

Betrayal on BC Reservations

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025. Former Min-
ister V. Srinivas
Goud, addressing a
press meet at Telan-
gana Bhavan, accused
the Congress govern-
ment of deceiving the
Backward Classes
(BCs) regarding res-
ervations in local
body elections.

He stated that the
Congress promised 42
per cent reservations
for BCs in the Kam
areddy Declaration,
but has failed to im-
plement any of the as-
surances so far. He
noted that the Chief
Minister has not met
the Prime Minister
regarding BC reser-
vations, resorting in-
stead to a protest (dha
rna) at Jantar Man-
tar. He recalled that
PCC President Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud
had initially stated
they would go for
elections only after
providing 42 per cent
reservations. Now,
the Congress says
they will provide 42
per cent reservations
on a party basis,
which Srinivas Goud
termed "deception"
and "fraud." He ques-
tioned how party-
based reservations
could be implemented
in Sarpanch elec-
tions, which are non-
party elections with-
out 'B' forms.

He alleged that the
BJP and Congress are
colluding to proceed
with elections with-
out 42 per cent reser-
vations, stating that
Kishan Reddy sig-

nalled, and Revanth
Reddy followed. He
asserted that holding
elections without 42
per cent reservations
is an insult to the BC
community and that
the Congress is bla-
tantly deceiving them
with the intention of
enslaving the BCs.

He questioned
whether it was rea-
sonable to stop the
implementation of 42
per cent BC reserva-
tions for the sake of
3,000 crores in funds,
suggesting that the
government could
stop funds for major
projects but not for
this. He urged BC
leaders within the
Congress and BJP to
fight for the 42 per
cent reservation and
called for all BC asso-
ciations to unite. He
announced that a BC
JAC meeting would
be held soon to decide
the future course of
action.

Former MLA Jaipal
Yadav supported the
claims, calling the
Congress govern-
ment's failure to final-
ise the 42 per cent res-
ervation seats an
outrage. He warned
that the BC reserva-
tion would fall from
42 per cent to 23 per
cent. He stated that
the decision to pro-
ceed with reserva-
tions below 50 per cen
t is a betrayal of the
BC community. He af-
firmed that the BRS
would fight for the le-
gal right of 42 per
cent reservation for
the BCs.

KTR Slams State and Central Governments
Over Cotton Procurement Crisis

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025

Bharat Rashtra Sam
ithi (BRS) Working Pres-
ident K.T. Rama Rao
(KTR), accompanied by
senior party leaders,
conducted an extensive
tour of Adilabad district
to understand the hard-
ships faced by farmers,
particularly those culti-
vating cotton and soya-
bean. During his visit to
the Adilabad Market
Yard, KTR interacted wit
h several farmers who
expressed deep distress
over the ongoing pro-
curement crisis. They al-
leged that both the Cen-
tral and State govern
ments have completely
ignored their pleas and
failed to provide any
form of support. Farm-
ers complained that de-
spite Congress promis-
ing major relief for the
agriculture sector, the
government has not hon-
oured any assurances.
Even basic assistance re-
quired to sell their har-
vested crops has not
been provided. After
meeting farmers, KTR
addressed the media and

questioned the State gov-
ernment’s intentions. “If
there is no problem for
farmers, why is the Adil-
abad Market Yard shut
today? Why did the gov-
ernment obstruct our
visit to meet farmers?”
he asked.

He condemned the se-
vere decline in cotton
and soyabean procure-
ment systems, stating
that such a situation has
never been witnessed in
history. KTR criticised
the “Kisan Kapas Mobile
App,” pointing out that
many farmers do not
own smartphones and
several regions in Adil-
abad still lack proper
mobile network connec-
tivity. KTR highlighted
that due to unseasonal

rains and extreme cold,
the moisture content in
cotton has naturally in-
creased. He recalled that
during the previous BRS
government, even cotton
with 20-22% moisture
was procured after
mounting pressure on
the Centre. “But today,
they refuse to buy even
at 12% moisture. Farm-
ers are left with no op-
tion and are being
pushed to despair,” he
said. He stated that not
even one lakh quintals of
cotton have been pro-
cured so far. KTR alleged
that the government ap-
pears to be colluding
with private traders to
exploit farmers.

The BRS leader criti-
cised the arbitrary rule

limiting cotton procure-
ment to only seven quin-
tals per acre, despite Adi-
labad’s fertile lands prod
ucing 10-15 quintals per
acre. “Where should
farmers sell the remain-
ing produce?” he ques-
tioned. He slammed the
State government for in-
dulging in “political dra-
ma,” claiming that they
scheduled a video confer-
ence with the Centre on
ly because BRS leaders
were visiting the farm-
ers. He also pointed out
that the recent Cabinet
meeting failed to discuss
the cotton crisis affect-
ing more than half of
Telangana’s districts.
KTR further blamed the
Congress government
for the crisis across eve-
ry stage of agriculture—
power supply, fertiliser
distribution, and now
crop procurement. He
also attacked the BJP-led
Central government for
allowing cotton imports
and removing import du-
ties, thereby damaging
domestic farmers’ pros-
pects. He warned that
without mounting pres-
sure on the Centre, the

State government cannot
resolve the crisis. “Pro-
tests are the only way
forward. BRS will stand
firmly with farmers,” he
declared.

The BRS leader de-
manded immediate with-
drawal of the fingerprint
requirement, 12% mois-
ture restriction, and the
7-quintal-per-acre rule.
He insisted that cotton
must be procured even
without the Kisan Kapas
app and called for com-
pensation of 20,000 per
acre for all farmers af-
fected by heavy rains. He
urged local BJP and Con-
gress leaders, MPs, and
Union Ministers from
Telangana to exert pres-
sure on the Centre to en-
sure justice for farmers.
KTR appealed to farmers
to participate in the Na-
tional Highways Block-
ade scheduled for No-
vember 21, organised
jointly by farmer unions
and various political
parties in Adilabad. KTR
also assured financial
support from the party to
the family of Hadavu
Deepak, afarmer who re-
cently died by suicide.
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Brilliant College Heist Solved: Over
1Crore Stolen, Three Arrested

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025, The Rachakonda Po-
lice achieved a major suc-
cess in solving the massive
theft case at Brilliant Engi-
neering College (Abdul-
lapurmet Police Station
limits) that had shocked the

city on October 10th. LB
Nagar DCP Anuradha an-
noun ced the decisive bre
akthrough in a press brief-
ing, confirming that the
culprits forced the office
lock, used a screwdriver to
break into an internal cup-

board, and stole 1.07 crore
in cash, primarily compris-
ing student fees. Following
a prompt complaint by
Principal Puligadda Veer-
anna, the police formed
specialized teams, leading
to the apprehension of
three members of the so-
phisticated interstate gang,
notably including a minor
boy. The arrested individu-
als were identified as Raj
Manohar Pawar (22) from
Gujarat and Rithik @
Rithik Mohit (24) from
Madhya Pra desh, though
three key members—
Dinesh Mohit (27), Arun
Mohit (18), and Vilas Chau-
han (22)—are still at large.

Father Ends Life After
Twin Babies Pass Away

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

A profoundly tragic
and deeply emotional
incident unfolded
within the jurisdiction
of the Shamshabad
RGI Airport Police Sta-
tion, leading to a dual
tragedy for one family.
Muthyala Vijay, a
young man working at
aprivate company and
originally from Ben-
galuru, Karnataka,
committed suicide, ut-
terly devastated by the
news that the twin ba-
bies his wife was car-
rying had passed away
while undergoing crit-
ical medical treat-
ment. RGI Airport Po-
lice Inspector Balraj
provided official de-
tails, confirming the
man's identity. Vijay

resided with his eight-
months-pregnant wife,
Sravya, in the Sama
Enclave Colony in
Shamshabad. Sravya
was initially taken to
Butterfly Hospital in
Attapur for a medical
check-up, where doc-
tors delivered the
shocking and critical
news regarding the ba-
bies. Following medi-
cal advice for advanced
care, she was urgently
moved to Mythri Hos-
pital in Gudimalkapur,
and then quickly
transferred to the ma-
jor Sarojini Hospital in
the city as her health
rapidly deteriorated.
Tragically, despite all
medical efforts, both
twin babies died inside
the womb. When the
doctors conveyed the

Ragging Chaos Erupts at
Shamshabad College:
Assaults and Injuries

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

Severe chaos and a
shocking outbreak of
ragging leading to a
violent clash and phy
sical assaults erupted
at the Meta Mind Ac
ademy Private Junior
College in Sham
shabad. The hostili-
ties began with bla-
tant acts of ragging
by second-year stu-
dents targeting and
attacking vulnerable
first-year students,
quickly escalating in
to a physical confron-
tation that injured
multiple students.
The situation became
critical when the day-
scholar students al-
legedly escalated the
conflict further by at-
tempting to involve
external individuals
—a local gan g—to at-
tack the hostel stu-
dents, forcing an im-
mediate intervention
by police to prevent
mass violence. The col
lege management im-
mediately responded
to the crisis by sum-
moning the parents of
all involved students
to the campus. Com-
pounding the serious-
ness of the situation,
the entire student
confrontation was re-
portedly captured viv-
idly on the college's

CCTV cameras, but
the administration is
under suspicion of ac-
tively attempting to
suppress this critical
video evidence. Add-
ing to the college's
woes, strong local ac-
cusations claim the
institution operates
without the required
official permissions
from educational au-
thorities. Moreover,
one of the most seri-
ous allegations is that
the college warden is
implicated in the ille-
gal activity of supply-
ing cigarettes to the
minor students. Par-
ents confirmed previ-
ous similar incidents,
noting two students
were issued Transfer
Certificates (TCs) last
year due to unre-
solved ragging issues.
Police are now con-
ducting a thorough in-
vestigation into the
conflict's origins, the
extent of the ragging,
and the alleged in-
volvement of the out-
side gang. They con-
firmed that prompt
and stringent legal ac-
tion will be initiated
based on the formal
complaints filed by
the students' parents,
ensuring accountabil-
ity for the violence
and the reported ille-
gal conduct.

news to Sravya's moth-
er, she called Vijay to
inform him. Unable to
cope with the immense
shock, grief, and men-
tal distress of losing
his unborn children,
Vijay immediately re-
turned to his room in
Shamshabad and trag-
ically hanged himself
with a dupatta from
the fan. His uncle, up
on discovering the un-
responsive body, in-
stantly alerted Vijay's
elder brother, Praveen,
who rushed to the
scene. The police were
notified, reached the
location, recorded the
scene, and transported
the body to the Osma-
nia Mortuary for a
post-mortem examina-
tion. A case has been
registered under rele-
vant sections, and the
police are now investi-
gating the emotional
circumstances that led
to this catastrophic
loss of life, emphasiz-
ing the acute need for
accessible mental
health support during
extreme personal c
rises.

Police successfully recov-
ered 371lakh in cash, along
with the burglary tools.
This highly specialized
gang is known for exclu-
sively targeting education-
al institutions near high-
ways across states like
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka, and Haryana.
They meticulously utilize
Google Maps for location
scouting, operate in large
groups (5-6 members), use
crude tools to force entry,
and meticulously plan
their escapes via public
transport. The investiga-
tion revealed they had ini-
tially surveyed Shreyas
College but abandoned the

plan due to its high security.
Each arrested memberhad
initially received an equal
share of 17.83 lakh from
the stolen money. Signifi-
cantly, the culprits origi-
nate from Umadhgav vil-
lage in Gujarat, a com
munity with a notorious
history where many resi-
dents rely on organized
theft as a primary liveli-
hood. The arrests were a
result of the tireless efforts
of 20 special police teams
who physically scoured Gu-
jarat, utilizing over 1,000
CCTV camera feeds to me-
ticulously track and even-
tually apprehend the
accused.

Traffic Rule Awareness
Program for Students

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025, A comprehensive
traffic rule awareness
program was diligently
organized for the stu-
dents of NSSK School &
College in Gagillapur,
Quthbullapur, with the
primary goal of promot-
ing road safety and com-
pliance. The event was
conducted under the ex-
pert guidance of Jeedi-
imetla Traffic CI V. Nar-
asimha Rao. CI Narasi
mha Rao delivered a
pointed and critical ad-
dress to the large group
of attending students,
college lecturers, and
staff, firmly stating that
all motor vehicle opera-
tors must possess a valid
driving license and une-
quivocally mandated th
at two-wheeler riders
must always wear a hel-
met as a life-saving meas-
ure. He made a compel-
ling emotional appeal,
asserting that the na-
tion's future potential is
vested in the youth, and
pleaded with them to ab-
stain from any reckless
or negligent driving born
of youthful haste, which
often precipitates devas-
tating and avoidable ac-
cidents. The program in-
cluded an in-depth

educational segme nt on
the severe legal and per-
sonal dangers associated
with minors illegally
driving vehicles and the
stringent criminal conse-
quences, including harsh
legal penalties, linked to
driving under the influ-
ence (DUI). He empha-
sized that students must
proactively embrace traf-
fic discipline from an
early age as a cornersto
ne of civic responsibility
to prevent risks to them-
selves and the wider co
mmunity. The CI system-
atically elaborated on
critical safety norms, un-
derscoring the vital im-
portance of consistently
using seat belts, strictly
avoiding excessive speed,
correctly utilizing desig-
nated pedestrian cross-
ings, and the absolute ne-
cessity of obeying all tra
ffic signals without ex-
ception. The Jeediimetla
Traffic staff, alongside
college faculty, actively
participated, aiming to
permanently instill a cr
ucial culture of responsi-
ble and lawful driving
among the students,
thereby contributing to
the significant reduction
of road accidents in the
entire region.

6.5 Lakh Hash Oil
Seized: Odisha
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TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025

Achieving a major suc-
cess in counter-narcotics
efforts, the elite Medchal
District Task Force (DT
F) team executed a criti-
cal operation, resulting
in the seizure of a sub-
stantial consignment of
hash oil valued at ap-
proximately 6.50 lakh.
The raid took place near
the Asian Theatre in
Chintal area, Quthbul-
lapur. The operation led
to the immediate arrest
of Vishal Sarkar (22), a
resident of Malkangiri
district in Odisha, who
was intercepted while he
was actively attempting
to facilitate the sale of
the illicit substance in

Accused Arrested

the local Hyderabad
area, confirming the ex-
istence of an interstate
drug trafficking route.
The dedicated DTF team
successfully confiscated
a total of 1300 grams of
high-quality hash oil
from the possession of
the accused. Excise Su-
perintendent Sheikh Fa
yazuddin officially veri-
fied the estimated street
value of the seized nar-
cotic to be 6.50 lakh. Fol-
lowing the successful in-
terception, seizure, and
arrest, the individual
and the confiscated hash
oil were formally handed
over to the custody of the
Quthbullapur Excise
Station for the initiation
of comprehensive legal

proceedings and detailed
investigation. The Ex-
cise Superintendent spe-
cifically offered high
commendati on to the
specialized team for
their effective action, na
ming AES Mad havayya,
CI Narsireddy, SI Pawan
Kumar, and the entire ac-
companying staff. The
ongoing investigation is
focused on meticulously
tracing the complete
source and network re-
sponsible for the large
drug supply originating
from Odisha, with the ul-
timate goal of disman-
tling the entire traffick-
ing chain operating into
the greater Hyderabad
metropolitan area.
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Everyone Must Come Forward
Against Narcotics: Police

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

The Jeediimetla Po-
lice Station organized a
major community out-
reach and pledge event
as part of the nation-
wide Nasha Mukt Bhar
at Abhiyan (Drug-Free
India Campaign), em-
phasizing the collective
goal of creating a soci-
ety completely free fro
m drug abuse. The pro-
gram witnessed strong
engagement from vari-
ous sections of the pub-
lic, including compla
inants, local citizens,
and key police person-
nel, such as the Jeedi-
imetla DI, sector SIs,
ASIs, and other police
staff. Jeediimetla CI
Gaddam Mallesham,
taking a leading role,
administered a solemn
pledge to all participan
ts, committing them to
relentless efforts in
drug eradication and
ensuring they report
any credible intelli-
gence regarding the
sale, purchase, or illicit
transportation of nar-
cotics to the appropri-

Pledge at Dun

In a parallel effort,
the Dundigal Municipal
Office also underscored
the anti-drug drive. Mu-
nicipal Commissioner
N. Venkates hwar Naik
administered the for-
mal "Anti-Drug Pledge"
to the municipal staff,
including Manager
Laxmaiah, Sanitation
Inspector Subhash, and
Revenue Inspector
Nagesh Ba bu. Commis-
sioner Naik issued a

Woman Dies Over Dowr
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TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

A heart-wrenching
case of suicide, tragi-
cally linked to relent-
less dowry harassment,
occurred in Vambe Col-
ony, Mansoorabad, LB
Nagar, where Gangotri,
aB.Tech third-year stu-
dent, ended her life by
hanging herself at
home just one year af-
ter her love marriage.
In her final written tes-
tament, a detailed sui-
cide letter, Gangotri ex-
plicitly named and
directly held her hus-
band, Bhanu, responsi-
ble for her death, mak-
ing a desperate plea to
the authorities to en-
sure he faces the full
force of the law. The
victim’s severely trau-
matized parents pro-
vided harrowing ac-
counts of the abuse,
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ate law enforcement
agencies. CI Mallesh-
am highlighted the se-
vere social concern
posed by the daily esca-
lation in drug usage,
which has tragically
transitioned into an ad-
diction, specifically
drawing the youth
astray from productive
lives. He passionately
stressed that reversing
this destructive trend
is not just a govern-
mental task but a pro-
found collective social
responsibility, express-
ing the firm belief that
the deeply entrenched
problem of narcotics
can only be dismantled
through the active co-
operation and immedi-
ate reporting by the
general public.

Pledge at Dundigal
Municipal Office

In a parallel effort,
the Dundigal Munici-
pal Office also under-
scored the anti-drug
drive. Municipal Com-
missioner N. Ven-
kateshwar Naik ad-
ministered the formal
"Anti-Drug Pledge" to
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stern warning to the
youth, advising them to
shun harmful associa-
tions that often lead to
the misuse of narcotics,
which ultimately leads
to the destruction of
their golden futures and
mental enslavement. He
painted a gri m picture
of the severe societal
risk, cautioning that
unchecked drug abuse
inevitably fuels organ-
ized crime and creates

asserting that her hus-
band, Bhanu, repeat-
edly subjected Gan-
gotri to physical
assaults and began de-
manding an exorbitant
dowry of 30 lakh. His
harassment escalated,
including vicious threa
ts to publicly release
private videos of the
couple taken before
their marriage if the
huge financial demand
was not met, revealing
a cruel pattern of ex-
ploitation and emotion-
al blackmail. Despite
the parents’ desperate
attempts to intervene
and mediate the issue
multiple times with
community elders, Bha
u remained unrepent-
ant, refusing to alter
his abusive conduct,
which intensified his
demands for money
and his physical har-

digal Municipal Office

y Harassment

the municipal staff, in-
cluding Manager Lax-
maiah, Sanitation In-
spector Subhash, and
Revenue Inspector
Nagesh Babu. Commis-
sioner Naik issued a
stern warning to the
youth, advising them to
shun harmful associa-
tions that often lead to
the misuse of narcot-
ics, which ultimately
leads to the destruction
of their golden futures
and mental enslave-
ment. He painted a gr
im picture of the se-
vere societal risk, cau-
tioning that unchecked
drug abuse inevitably
fuels organized crime
and creates pervasive
social insecurity, re-
minding the staff that
intoxicated individuals
often have lowered in-
hibitions, enabling the
m to commit heinous
offenses. He urged eve-
ry single citizen to em-
brace drug eradication
as a crucial social re-
sponsibility and active-
ly join the movement to
decisively eliminate
the drug menace.

pervasive social insecu-
rity, reminding the staff
that intoxicated indi-
viduals often have low-
ered inhibitions, ena-
bling them to commit
heinous offenses. He
urged every single citi-
zen to embrace drug
eradication as a crucial
social responsibility
and actively join the
movement to decisively
eliminate the drug
menace.

assment. This persis-
tent, agonizing tor-
ment and exploitation
drove Gangotri to the
tragic and ultimate
step of committing sui-
cide. Based on the fam-
ily’s compelling testi-
mony and the evidence
contained in the sui-
cide note, the LB Nagar
Police Station prompt-
ly registered a compre-
hensive case against
the husband, Bhanu,
under relevant sec-
tions of the law, includ-
ing those related to
dowry death and abate-
ment of suicide. Police
have launched an im-
mediate, extensive sear
ch operation for the ac-
cused, who has since
gone into hiding, confir
ming their unwavering
commitment to achiev-
ing justice for the de-
ceased victim.
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SeethakkaVows toResolve Egg Supply
Issues for Anganwadis and Hostels

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025

Minister Seethakka,
who oversees Women
and Child Welfare, proac-
tively convened an im-
portant meeting with egg
contractors to systemati-
cally address serious lo-
gistical and quality con-
trol issues surrounding
the supply of eggs to An-
ganwadi centers and
welfare hostels through-
out the state. The Minist
er immediately acknowl-
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edged the contractors’
primary concern regard-
ing the perishable nature
of eggs, noting that they
are spoiling quickly un-
der changing storage
and transport condi-
tions, and she decisively
instructed officials to
mandate that fresh eggs
be supplied once every 10
days to strictly ensure
maximum quality and
freshness. Minister Seet
hakka passionately em-
phasized that providing

high-quality, nutritious
food is the government’s
foremost and non-nego-
tiable objective, strongly
asserting that, “Poor
children are the future
of our nation.” She issue
d a firm directive man-
dating that officials must
eliminate all forms of
negligence and signifi-
cantly increase their su-
pervision and monitor-
ing to uphold the string
ent quality standards re-
quired. She gave a direct

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

State Minister Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao
successfully conduct-
ed a high-stakes and
crucial meeting today
with Lalit Kumar
Gupta, the Chairman
and Managing Direc-
tor (CMD) of the Cot-
ton Corporation of In-
dia (CCI), alongside
key representatives
from the Ginning Mill-
ers’ Association. This
important high-level
meeting was purpose-
fully convened to ur-
gently address the
pressing, complex is-
sues faced by the gin-
ning millers, whose
operational difficul-
ties had directly and
negatively impacted
the ongoing cotton
procurement process,
and crucially, to re-
solve the underlying
grievances and insta-
bility affecting the cot-
ton farmers across
Telangana.

Following compre-
hensive discussions,
successful negotia-
tions, and crucial as-
surances received
from the State Gov-
ernment regarding fu-
ture support, Minister
Tummala was able to
announce a signifi-
cant and welcome
breakthrough: cotton
procurement will re-
sume from tomorrow
(Wednesday) as usual,

signalling the end of
the temporary pro-
curement disruption.
The Minister further
explicitly promised
that the full operation
of all ginning mills
across all districts
will be completely re-
stored and normalized
very soon. He stressed
forcefully that the Sta
te Government main-
tains an unwavering
commitment to active-
ly supporting the gin-
ning millers’ sector
and assured the Mill-
ers’ Association of all
necessary assistance,
coop eration, and fi-
nancial backing from
the governm ent’s side
to ensure seamless, ef-
ficient, and sustained
operations through-
out the season, which
is vital for farmer con-
fi dence.

The Minister also
took the opportunity
to issue a direct and
pointed appeal to the
worried farming com-
munity, strongly ad-
vising them not to fall
victim to the traps or
misinformation being
spread by opposition
leaders, who often
seek to politicize pro-
curement issues. He
firmly assured the
farming community
that the government
is fully and actively
engaged in meticu-
lously resolving the
root causes of the pro-
curement crisis and is

Minister Tummala Negotiates
with CCl and Ginning Millers

implementing deci-
sive measures to se-
cure not only fair pric-
es but also timely
purchases for their
entire harvest.

This comprehensive
assurance from Minis-
ter Tummala is fully
expected to bring im-
mediate and neces-
sary relief to thou-
sands of farmers who
have been struggling
with uncertainty and
financial stress due to
the recent disruptions
and the temporary clo-
sure of mill opera-
tions, thereby stabiliz-
ing the market. The
Minister’s interven-
tion underscores the
government’s dedica-
tion to ensuring that
the vital cotton sector
is protected from mar-
ket volatility and lo-
gistical breakdowns,
thereby securing the
economic backbone of
the agricultural com-
munity. The success-
ful negotiation sets a
strong precedent for
collaboration between
the state government
and central agencies
like the CCI. Minister
Tummala’s swift ac-
tion to convene the
meeting and secure
the resumption of pro-
curement aims to en-
sure that farmers do
not suffer financial
losses by being forced
to sell their produce in
distressed sales due to
procurement delays.
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assurance to the contrac-
tors that her departmen-
tal staff would consist-
ently and relentlessly
follow up with them un-
til the required quality
of food is delivered, and
she committed to person-
ally conducting a com-
prehensive review of the
entire supply chain sys-
tem every three months
to ensure sustained com-
pliance. She proudly
highlighted the already
visible positive impact
of the government’s on-
going enhanc ed food
supply efforts, which are
tangibly contributing to
an increase in children’s
height and weight, vali-
dating the nutrition pro-
gr ams.

She made a fervent ple
a to all parties involved,
urging them to act with
profound humanitarian
responsibility and dili-
gence when delivering
essential services and
supplies to Anganwadi
children and pregnant
women, demanding that
not a single day’s egg

supply is missed. The
egg contractors, in turn,
clearly articulated sev-
eral major and complex
operational challenges
they face daily. They
pointed out the severe
Coordination Issues aris-
ing from having con-
tracts that involve sup-
plying the wildly fluctu
ating demands of wel-
fare hostels alongside
the fixed requirements
of Anganwadi centers si-
multaneously. A major
hurdle is the Lack of
Clar ity in meeting hos-
tel demands because
they never receive clear,
consistent, or specific
schedules detailing “wh
en and how many eggs
are needed,” unlike the
straightforward fixed
numbers required for
Anganwadis. Critically,
they highlighted the in-
tense Pressure to Divert
Stock, where hostel ad-
ministrators often exert
significant pressure on
them to unload fresh
eggs originally intended
for Anganwadi centers,
inevitably leading to sub-

stantial supply delays at
the centers. Further-
more, the Logistical Un-
certainty—specifically
the unpredictability of
when hostel administra-
tors will suddenly de-
mand eggs or, conversely,
arbitrarily reject and re-
turn eggs—causes im-
mense disruption, un-
necessary loss,

and severe complica-
tions in their logistics
management. Recogniz-
ing the systemic severity
of these operational dif-
ficulties that impact the
delivery of nutrition,
Minister Seethakka pro
mised to immediately
take the specific issue to
the attention of the
Chief Minister and as-
sured the contractors
that the government is
committed to finding a
viable, long-term solu-
tion to structurally strea
mline the dual supply
system for both welfare
hostels and Anganwadi
centers, ensuring effi-
cient delivery and accou
ntability.

31 Maoists Hiding as
Labourers Arrested in Andhra’s
Vijayawada, Kakinada

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025, A significant, intelli-
gence-led security opera-
tion was executed across
Andhra Pra desh, culmi-
nating in the major arrest
of 31 suspected Naxals, in-
cluding individuals be-
lieved to be acting as cru-
cial security personnel for
top command, with a large
number belonging to
Chhattisgarh cadres, creat-
ing a major security stir in
Vijayawada and surround-
ing regi ons on Tuesday.
The bulk of the arrests—27
Maoists—were efficiently
made at a four-storey build-
ing complex located in the
New Autonagar neigh-
bourhood of Kanuru, Vi-
jayawada. Highly sensitive
intelligence sources
strongly suggest that nine
members of the Central
Committee of the CP
I(Maoist) were amon gst
those targeted in the joint

operation conducted by eli
te OCTOPUS and Gre
yhounds personnel, work-
ing closely with local police
forces. It was revealed that
most of the detained indi-
viduals were wom en who
had meticulously taken
shelter in the urban envi-
ronment under the guise
of migrantlabourers, blen-
di ng into the lar ge work-
force. The entire operation
was launch ed following a
specific and validated intel-
ligence alert indicating
that a large contingent of
Maoist elements had cov-
ertly moved into the city
and were attempting to es-
tablish urban cells. Addi-
tional Director General (In-
telligence) Mahesh
Chandra Laddha con-
firmed the total number of
arrests (31) spanning
Krishnadistrict, Vijayawa-
da, and Kakinada. Since
the Vijayawada Autonagar

area employs a large, rotat-
ing number of migrant
workers from states like
Chhattisgarh, the Maoists
exploited this massive
transient workforce to ef-
fectively conceal their pres-
ence and not arouse any
local suspi cion.

This extensive and high-
ly successful large-scale ar-
rest operation is believed to
be directly and strategical-
ly linked to a major coun-
ter-insurgency effort car-
ried out just hours earlier
on Tuesday in the deep for-
ests of the Alluri Sithara-
maraju district in the cru-
cial An dhra-Odisha
border (AOB) region, whic
h had resulted in the con-
firmed killing of six Mao-
ists, including top com-
mander and CPI(Maoist)
Central Committee mem-
ber Hidma and his wife
Raji.
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Eight Injured as Private Bus
Collides with Truck in
AndhraPradesh

TPN Bureau | Nov
18, 2025

Eight people sus-
tained injuries, with
three classified as se-
riously hurt, when a
pri vate travels bus
violently rammed int
o the back of a slow-
moving truck near
Nandigama in the NT
R district of Andhra
Pradesh, a local po-
lice official confirmed
on Tuesday morning.
The unfortunate acci-
dent occurred in the
intervening hours of
Monday and Tuesday
night. According to
the police official who
provided details to
the press, the bus was
transporting a total
of 23 passengers and
was operating on the
long-distance route
from Hyderabad, hea
ding towards its final
destination of Sri-
kakulam. The initial,
on-site investigation
strongly suggests that
the accident was pre-
cipitated when the
bus driver attempted
to overtake the com-
mercial truck in an
unsafe and improper
manner on the high-
way, resulting in a di-
rect, high-impact col-
lision between the
two vehicles. As a se-
vere consequence of
the collision, the en-
tire left side structure
of the bus was exten-
sively and severely
damaged, requiring
external assistance
for passenger extra
ction.

The official de-
tailed the casualty fig-

ures to PTI, stating,
“The Srikakulam-
bound bus with 23
passengers met with
an accident. Eight peo
ple were injured, amo
ng them three are
currently seriously
injured and required
immediate advanced
care.” The police clea
rly and unequivocally
attributed the prima-
ry cause of the acci-
dent to the negligence
and recklessness of
the bus driver for at-
tempting an unsafe
overtaking maneuver.
Police personnel are
currently in the cru-
cial process of for-
mally registering a
criminal case against
the bus driver under
relevant sections of
the Motor Vehicles
Act and the Indian Pe-
nal Code, initiating
legal proceedings. Ad-
ditionally, the trans-
port department has
been officially in-
formed about the se-
verity of the incident
and is ma ndated to
carry out a compre-
hensive and detailed
inspection of the bus
to thor oughly assess
its compliance with
all safety regulations,
maintenance stand-
ards, and fitness cer-
tificates. This dual ac-
tion ensures both
legal accountability
for the driver’s dan-
gerous actions and
regulatory oversight
on the condition of
the commercial vehi-
cle, aiming to prevent
similar tragic events
in the future.

MP Urges Union Minister to
Protect Telangana Cotton
Farmers from Yield Reduction

TPN Bureau | Nov 18,
2025

Peddapalli MP Gadd
am Vamsi Krishna has
taken a resolute and pro-
active step to bring the
severe and pressing is-
sues faced by Telangana’s
vast cotton farming com-
munity directly to the at-
tention of the Central
Government. In an offi-
cial and strongly wor ded
letter addressed to the
Union Minister for Tex-
tiles, Shri Giriraj Singh,
the MP meticulously out-
lined several critical sug-
gestions concerning the
procedures for the ongo-
ing 2025-26 cotton pro-
curement season and
urged immediate, correc-
tive action from the Cen-
tre to ensure justice for
the farmers. The most
contentious point raised
was his categorical oppo-
sition to the Cotton Cor-
poration of India’s (CCI)
proposal to drastically
cut the state’s average

cotton yield estimate fro
m 11.74 quintals to a mere
7 quintals, a reduction he
deemed arbitrary and un-
acceptable. The MP
stressed that this severe-
ly reduced estimate is
fundamentally and factu-
ally inconsistent with the
verified ground data offi-
cially submitted by the
Collectors of all 33 dis-
tricts across the state, as
well as the reports pro-
vided by the State Direc-
tor of Agriculture. He is-
sued a solemn warning
that proceeding with the
decision to lower the yiel
d estimate at this critical
juncture would inflict im-
mense further financial
hardship on thousands
of farmers who are alrea
dy struggling profoundly
to recover from signifi-
cant crop damage and eco
nomic setbacks caused by
the recent severe Montha
cyclone. The current sea-
son’s initial procurement
data indicates that a total

of 6,680 Metric To ns
(MTs) of cotton have
been purchased to date,
successfully benefiting
3,175 farmers, with the
overall value of the cot-
ton procured standing at
a considerable 52.25 cro
re, of which 15.04 crore
has already been accu-
rately disbursed into the
growers’ bank accounts,
demonstrating the pace
of the ongoing procure-
ment effort.

MP Vamsi Krishna
concurrently drew the
Centre’s attention to sev-
eral critical operational
hurdles and underlying
policy issues that have
been repeatedly raised by
the Cotton Millers &
Traders Welfare Associa-
tion, whose smooth oper-
ation is vital for the pro-
curement process. These
include the restrictive
nature of current mois-
ture norms, complicatio

ns arising from the com-
plex L1/L2 grade separa-
tion system, severe prac-
tical difficulties fac ed by
millers and farmers with
slot booking procedures,
and general, persistent
operational challenges
being faced by the gin-
ning mills, all of which
together significantly ob-
struct a smooth and effi-
cient procurement pro-
cess. The MP comm
endably acknowledged
and offered praise for the
State Government’s ef-
forts, noting the proac-
tive steps already taken,
such as the establishme
nt of a toll-free helpline
for farm er grievances,
the setting up of special
support centres in 176 ma
rket yards across the
state, implementing de-
tailed ginning mill map-
ping in coordination with
CCI, and conducting nec-
essary awareness pro-
grammes for field staff to
expedite the process. The

three key and non-nego-
tiable demands raised by
MP Vamsi Krishna are
that the state’s average
cotton yield estimate
must be maintained at
the original 11.74 quin-
tals; the maximum per-
missible moisture limit
must be immediately re-
laxed up to 20%; and all
legitimate operational is-
sues raised by the Millers
& Traders Association
must be resolved immedi-
ately. MP Vamsi Krishna
unequivocally stated that
the implementation of
these specific, time-bou
nd corrective measures
by the Central Govern-
ment is absolutely essen-
tial to ensure that Telan-
gana’s cotton farmers not
only receive fair market
pricing but also benefit
from a smooth, transpar-
ent, and timely procure-
ment process that pro-
tects their livelihoods
throughout the duration
of the season.
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Can India Turn H-1B Sethack into a Brain
Gain Revolution?

The United States’ latest
crackdown on skilled im-
migration has landed like
a thunderbolt on India’s
middle-class dreams. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s ex-
ecutive order slapping a
massive $100,000 fee on
each new H-1B visa appli-
cation threatens to cripple
the once-dependable path-
way that connected India’s
brightest minds to Silicon
Valley’s innovation hubs.

For decades, this visa
wasn’t just a work permit
— it was a symbol of aspi-
ration. Thousands of In-

-

dian engineers, doctors,
and scientists migrated to
the U.S. every year, fueling
American growth while
sending money and pride
back home. With nearly
70% of the annual 85,000
H-1B visas going to Indi-
ans, this program was cen-
tral to India’s soft power in
global tech. Now, with the
cost barrier so high, even
big tech may hesitate to
hire, while startups, uni-
versities, and nonprofits
could be shut out
completely.

Yet amid the despair lies

-

a historic opportunity for
India.

Much like China in the
early 2000s, or South Korea
and Taiwan before that, In-
dia now stands at a cross-
roads. Beijing responded
to tightening US visa poli-
cies with bold action — of-
fering repatriation incen-
tives, fast-track STEM
visas, and startup capital.
Returnees helped build
tech giants like Alibaba
and Baidu. South Korea’s
chip empire and Taiwan’s
TSMC rose similarly from
the return of overseas

Karur Tragedy Exposes Dark Side of Tamil

Nadu’s Star-Struck Politics

-

The tragic stampede in
Karur that claimed 40 lives
and injured hundreds during
actor-turned-politician Jo-
seph Vijay’s rally has trig-
gered a wave of public out-

rage and political
introspection in Tamil Nadu.
What was meant to be a grand
show of strength for Vijay’s
new party, Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), turned into
a horrific event — one that
lays bare the risks of person-
ality-driven politics in the
state.

Eyewitness reports and po-
lice briefings suggest that be-
tween 30,000 to 60,000 people
packed a narrow stretch of
road meant for less than
10,000. Many had been waiting
since morning under the
scorching sun to catch a

glimpse of Vijay, who was ex-
pected around noon but only
arrived close to 7 p.m. The late
arrival — eerily reminiscent
of his film industry habits —
proved catastrophic.

Critics argue that Vijay’s
nonchalance was not just a
failure in time management,
but areflection of deep-seated
arrogance. His absence from
the hospitals, his silence with
the bereaved, and his casual
response have angered even
some of his supporters. “This
isn’t just star arrogance—it’s
afailure of leadership,” a sen-
ior political analyst said.

The tragedy brings into fo-
cus Tamil Nadu’s decades-old
fascination with film stars in
politics —alegacy of M.G. Ra-
machandran, Jayalalithaa,
and others. While their cha-

risma often masked govern-
ance shortcomings, Vijay’s
entry into politics now raises
a harsher question: Has the
blind worship of celebrity
reached a fatal threshold?

The state High Court is now
hearing pleas to restrict
TVK’s future gatherings.
Nearly 500 police personnel
were deployed for the Karur
event, but crowd control was
inadequate.

With the 2026 elections
looming, the incident may be-
come a turning point for both
voters and political parties.
The question isn’t just about
Vijay’s fitness to lead — it’s
about Tamil Nadu’s willing-
ness to evolve beyond person-
ality cults and demand ac-
countability from those who
seek power.

OPINION

e B
talent.

India must act now to
seize this moment.

The groundwork exists.
India’s digital economy is
growing, global capability
centers are thriving, and
cities like Bengaluru and
Hyderabad already attract
global tech. But talent
won’t return without com-
pelling reasons. Competi-
tive pay, research freedom,
clean governance, and
streamlined startup eco-
systems are vital. This
calls for a bold national
policy — perhaps an “India

Y

Return Visa” — backed by
both government and
industry.

PM Modi’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat vision aligns per-
fectly with this opportuni-
ty. Trump’s move may un-
intentionally offer India
the opening to turn dec-
ades of brain drain into a
flood of brain gain.

If India acts swiftly and
smartly, what started as a
setback could spark a new
era — one where innova-
tion, talent, and leadership
return home to build the
India of tomorrow.
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Will Al Trigger a
New Engels’
Pause?

In a recent commentary, Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) pioneer
and Nobel Laureate Geoffrey
Hinton warned that AI could
make a few people extraordinar-
ily rich, while leaving the rest
poorer. His observation points
to the possibility of an “Engels’
pause” in our modern Al-driven
economy — a term with roots in
the first industrial revolution
but with deep relevance today.

The Engels’ pause refers to a
historical paradox where, de-
spite rising productivity and in-
dustrial output in 19th-century
Britain, workers saw little im-
provement in their living stand-
ards for decades. Coined by Ox-
ford economist Robert Allen,
the term draws from the work
of Friedrich Engels, who ob-
served that wages remained
stagnant, inequality grew, and
the benefits of progress were
disproportionately captured by
capital owners. Britain, though
hailed as the “workshop of the
world,” saw rising social and
economic divides before even-
tual welfare gains reached the
masses.

Today, Al is driving a similar
wave of transformative produc-
tivity — from language models
and automation to predictive
analytics and synthetic biology.
But there’s growing concern
that the benefits are being cor-
nered by a handful of tech firms

H-1B visa crisis

WELCOME
|| SKILLED WORKE

With the Bihar Assembly
election looming, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s latest
move — transferring 10,000
each to 75 lakh women in the
state — has stirred both admi-
ration and criticism. The mas-
sive 27,500 crore payout dwarfs
other recent announcements,
including the %1,600 crore re-

lief package for flood-hit Pun-
jab. The message is clear:
women are now a core constit-
uency for the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP), and the party is
doubling down on its electoral
investment.

As Editor-in-Chief Jyoti
Malhotra highlights in her op-
ed There’s something special

about Bihar, this is not an iso-
lated gesture. Across states
headed for elections, BJP has
systematically launched wom-
en-focused welfare schemes —
from Lado Lakshmi in Hary-
ana and Ladli Behna in
Madhya Pradesh to Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana in Delhi and
Mahtari Vandana in Chhattis-

(ai)
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and elite professionals, while
displacing traditional jobs and
increasing income inequality.

Unlike the 1800s, however, the
modern world may not need to
wait decades to address these
imbalances — if policy keeps
pace with innovation. Govern-
ments and international insti-
tutions must prioritize inclu-
sive Al governance frameworks.
This means ensuring that the
gains from Al are widely dis-
tributed through social safety
nets, upskilling initiatives, and
stronger labour protections.

The historical Engels’ pause
was eventually overcome by
progressive reforms, education
expansion, and the emergence
of organized labour. In the AI
era, a similar roadmap could in-
clude public investments in Al
infrastructure, equitable data
access, and ethical oversight
mechanisms.

As Hinton cautions, AI must
be more than a productivity rev-
olution — it must become a hu-
man welfare revolution. The
choices made today by policy-
makers, industry leaders, and
civil society will determine
whether this new industrial
transformation leads to greater
inequality or broader
prosperity.

The future of Al, then, is not
just technological — it’s pro-
foundly political and human.

How India can make an opportunity of the

garh. Modi’s strategy appears
to be forging a reliable “wom-
en constituency” with targeted
financial empowerment and
social messaging.

However, this calculated out-
reach raises deeper questions.
Is this genuine empowerment
or strategic pandering? Critics
argue that while cash trans-
fers provide short-term relief,
they often lack the structural
support needed for long-term
gender parity — in education,
employment, and safety.

Beyond domestic politics,
another shift is reshaping In-
dia’s global talent landscape:
the H-1B visa crisis in the US.
With President Trump impos-
ing a staggering $100,000 fee
per application, Indian skilled
workers — once the backbone
of Silicon Valley — are looking
elsewhere. Canada, Australia,
and Europe are seizing the mo-
ment, offering simpler immi-
gration pathways and greater
certainty for skilled
migrants.

India, instead of lamenting
the loss, could turn this crisis
into an opportunity. With
strong policy initiatives, it can
attract its own global talent
back home. The groundwork is
present — thriving tech hubs,
growing global capability cent-
ers, and a youthful workforce.
But without reforms in re-
search, innovation, and gov-
ernance, return migration
will remain a missed
opportunity.

As India navigates electoral
battles and global disruptions,
the real test lies in whether
policy can rise above politics
— delivering not just votes, but
vision.
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Can India Deny Dhaka’s Request To
Extradite Sheikh Hasina? What Rules Say Co-Conspirator Sent to NIA

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi
After Bangladesh’s
ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina was sen-
tenced to death in absen-
tia for “crimes against hu-
manity,” Dhaka has
formally requested India
to extradite her. Hasina,
who fled Bangladesh on
August 5 last year amid a
student-led uprising, has
been living in exile in In-
dia since. Her former
home minister, Asaduzza-
man Khan Kamal, be-
lieved to be in India as
well, is also sought by
Dhaka authorities.
Hasina was convicted
on multiple charges, in-
cluding ordering the Kkill-
ing of student protesters
and using lethal force via
helicopters and drones.
She has denounced the
verdict as “biased and po-
litically motivated,” as-
serting she acted to mini-
mize loss of life. The
Awami League has called
for a national shutdown
in protest, while Hasina
cannot appeal the verdict
unless she surrenders or
is arrested within 30 days.
Bangladesh’s Foreign
Ministry described In-
dia’s extradition of Hasi-
na and Khan as a “com-
pulsory responsibility”
under the bilateral extra-
dition treaty, warning

that sheltering them
could be deemed “un-
friendly” and a disregard
for justice.

India, however, has re-
sponded cautiously. The
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) noted the ver-
dict and assured construc-
tive engagement with all
stakeholders, emphasiz-
ing peace, democracy, and

stability in Bangladesh,
without directly com-
menting on the extradi-
tion request.

Under the India-Bangla-
desh Extradition Treaty
(2013, amended 2016) and
India’s Extradition Act,
1962, New Delhi retains
discretion to deny re-
quests deemed politically
motivated, unjust, or not

v
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in the interest of justice.
Extradition may also be
refused if charges are
considered trivial, op-
pressive, or purely politi-
cal, or if India can prose-
cute the accused
domestically. Legal ex-
perts say Hasina’s extra-
dition is highly unlikely,
given the potential politi-
cal overtones and discre-
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tion granted to India un-
der both treaty and
domestic law.

As tensions rise, India
is expected to carefully
weigh diplomatic rela-
tions with Bangladesh
against legal safeguards
and the risk of political
persecution before taking
any decision on Hasina’s
extradition.

India-Russia Ties Factor Of Stability In International
Relations: S Jaishankar

TPN Correspondent | Patna

External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar on Mon-
day emphasized that In-
dia-Russia relations have
long been a factor of sta-
bility in international af-
fairs, noting that their
continued growth serves
not only the mutual inter-
ests of the two nations but
also the broader global
community.

Jaishankar made the re-
marks during a meeting
with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov,
highlighting ongoing dis-
cussions on several bilat-
eral agreements, initia-
tives, and projects across
multiple sectors. “We look
forward to their finalisa-
tion in the coming days.
These will add more sub-
stance and texture to our
Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership,” he
said.

The Indian minister
also pointed to the impor-
tance of regular diplomat-
ic interactions, noting
that six meetings had al-
ready taken place between

him and Lavrov this year.
He described the discus-
sions as vital for advanc-
ing bilateral cooperation
and exchanging perspec-

tives on key regional,
global, and multilateral
issues.

Jaishankar highlighted
that the talks would also

cover the complex global
situation, including the
Ukraine conflict, the Mid-
dle East, and Afghanistan.
“India supports recent ef-

forts towards establishing
peace. We hope all parties
approach that goal con-
structively. An early ces-
sation of the conflict and
the ensuring of enduring
peace is in the interest of
the entire international
community,” he added.

The meeting comes
ahead of President
Vladimir Putin’s visit to
India for the 23rd Annual
Summit, underscoring the
strategic depth of India-
Russia relations. Jais-
hankar described the ties
as a model of openness
and constructive engage-
ment, asserting that their
evolution benefits not just
India and Russia but the
world at large.

Jaishankar is in Mos-
cow to lead the Indian del-
egation at the SCO Coun-
cil of Heads of
Government meeting,
hosted by Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishus-
tin on November 18, 2025,
where further collabora-
tion and regional stability
initiatives are expected to
be discussed.

“Will Quit If JDU Fulfills 2 Lakhs Promise”: Prashant
Kishor After Bihar Loss

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Jan Suraaj chief
Prashant Kishor, in his
first reaction after his par-
ty’s disappointing perfor-
mance in the Bihar As-
sembly elections,
announced a one-day
‘maun upvas’ (vow of si-
lence), taking full respon-

sibility for the electoral
setback.

Kishor’s party contested
238 of Bihar’s 243 Assem-
bly seats but failed to win
a single seat. The ruling
NDA alliance, led by BJP
and Nitish Kumar’s JDU,
secured a decisive victory
with 202 seats, while Chi-

rag Paswan’s LJP (Ram Vi-
las) won 19 seats.

“We tried very positive-
ly from our end. We failed
to change this govern-
ment. The responsibility
lies entirely with me,”
Kishor said, adding that
introspection would fol-
low. He acknowledged the

efforts of his team but ad-
mitted, “If the public did
not show faith in us, the
responsibility is mine.”
Despite his pre-poll re-
mark that he would quit
politics if JDU won over 25
seats, Kishor clarified that
he would not resign imme-
diately. However, he reiter-

ated a new promise: he
would retire from politics
if the ruling government
fulfills its pre-election
pledge of giving %2 lakh
each to 1.5 crore people.
“If Nitish Kumar trans-
fers the 32 lakh as prom-
ised and proves he didn’t
win by buying votes, I will
retire without any ifs or
buts,” he stated.

Kishor also rejected al-
legations that voters sold
their votes. “For the first
time, a government prom-
ised to spend 340,000 crore
for people, which contrib-
uted to NDA’s majority.
People here will not sell
their future,” he said.

Despite the loss, Kishor
affirmed his commitment
to Bihar politics, saying,
“We will stand again with
the same power. You are
not defeated until you
quit.”

The poll strategist-
turned-politician’s vow of
silence and conditional
promise to quit politics
signal both reflection and
resilience, as he navigates
the aftermath of Jan
Suraaj’s historic electoral
failure.
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Red Fort Blast:

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

A Delhi court on Tues-
day remanded Jasir Bi-
lal Wani, described as an
“active co-conspirator”
of suicide bomber Umar
un Nabi, to 10 days of
NIA custody in connec-
tion with the Red Fort
car blast that killed 15
people.

The blast, which oc-
curred near the historic
Red Fort, had triggered
nationwide security con-
cerns and intensified in-
vestigations into the per-
petrators and their
network. Wani, a key ac-
cused in the attack, was
produced before the Pa-
tiala House Court, where
the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) re-
quested custodial inter-
rogation to gather
critical evidence.

Principal District and
Sessions Judge Anju Ba-

Custody

jaj Chandna allowed the
NIA plea, emphasizing
the necessity of custo-
dial questioning to un-
cover the full extent of
the conspiracy behind
the blast. The court pro-
ceedings were held al-
most entirely ‘in cam-
era’, with media
personnel barred from
entering the courtroom,
reflecting the sensitive
nature of the
investigation.

NIA officials indicated
that Wani’s interroga-
tion could provide cru-
cial leads regarding the
planning and execution
of the blast, as well as
the possible involvement
of other associates. The
agency is expected to
question him on logis-
tics, recruitment, and
funding networks that
may have facilitated the
attack.

The Red Fort incident
remains one of the most
significant terror at-
tacks in Delhi in recent
years, prompting en-
hanced security meas-
ures around key land-
marks and intensified
intelligence operations
across the National Cap-
ital Region. Investiga-
tors are working to piece
together the chain of
command and identify
other operatives linked
to the attack.

As the probe contin-
ues, authorities have
urged the public to re-
main vigilant and report
any suspicious activity.
Wani’s custodial interro-
gation marks a key step
in the ongoing investiga-
tion, as the NIA seeks to
prevent further attacks
and dismantle the terror
network behind the Red
Fort tragedy.

Top Naxal Commander
Madvi Hidma Killed in
Andhra Pradesh Encounter

TPN Correspondent |
Chennai

Top Naxal command-
er Madvi Hidma, who
masterminded multiple
deadly attacks over the
past two decades, was
killed in an encounter in
Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday, November 18,
2025. Security forces
also eliminated his wife
Raje and four other Nax-
al cadres in the Mare-
dumilli forest of Alluri
Sitaramaraju district,
officials confirmed.
Chhattisgarh Police de-
scribed the operation as
the “last nail in the cof-
fin” of the Maoist insur-
gency in Bastar.

Hidma, a native of
Puvarti village in Suk-
ma district, had long
evaded capture due to
his extensive guerrilla
tactics and a sophisti-
cated four-layered secu-
rity ring in forested ar-
eas spanning
Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Od-
isha, and Maharashtra.

He headed the Maoists’
People’s Liberation
Guerrilla Army (PLGA)
Battalion No. 1, the most
formidable unit in Dan-
dakaranya, and was re-
cently elevated to the
Maoists’ Central
Committee.

Hidma first came on
security forces’ radar af-
ter the 2010 Tadmetla at-
tack, which killed 76
personnel. He later
played key roles in other
high-profile strikes, in-
cluding the 2013 Jhiram
Valley ambush, which
wiped out senior Con-
gress leaders in Bastar,
and the 2017 Burkapal
attack, leaving 24 CRPF
personnel dead. His wife
Raje was also actively
involved in the battalion
and reportedly partici-
pated in major Maoist
operations.

In recent years, inten-
sified anti-Naxal opera-
tions weakened Hidma’s
security network, forc-
ing him to retreat deep-
er into forests along

state borders. Sustained
operations in Maoist
strongholds eventually
led to his elimination,
along with several sen-
ior Central Committee
members.

Chhattisgarh Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay
Sharma called Hidma’s
death a significant mile-
stone in eliminating
Maoism from the re-
gion. With this encoun-
ter, nine top Maoist Cen-
tral Committee
members have been
killed this year across
Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, and Andhra
Pradesh, including
Nambala Keshav Rao
alias Basavaraju, the
general secretary of the
outlawed Communist
Party of India (Maoist).

Officials said Hidma’s
elimination marks a de-
cisive blow to the insur-
gency and weakens the
Maoist network’s opera-
tional capabilities in
Bastar and neighboring
areas.




PORT

m HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER, 19.11.2025

UN Adopts US Resolution
Backing Trump’s Gaza
Peace Plan

TPN Correspondent | UN

The UN Security Council on
Monday adopted a US-drafted
resolution endorsing former
President Donald Trump’s plan
to end the conflict in Gaza and
authorising an international
stabilisation force for the Pales-
tinian territory. The resolution,
seen as key to legitimising a
transitional governance body,
comes after Israel and Hamas
agreed last month to the first
phase of Trump’s 20-point plan,
including a ceasefire and hos-
tage-release deal.

The text allows member states
to participate in the Trump-
chaired Board of Peace, envi-
sioned as a transitional author-
ity overseeing Gaza’s
reconstruction and economic
recovery. It also authorises the
international force to oversee
demilitarisation, including dis-
mantling weapons and military
infrastructure.

Hamas immediately rejected
the resolution, stating it will not
disarm, calling the internation-
al intervention an “imposed
guardianship mechanism” on
Gaza. The militant group insists
its fight against Israel remains
legitimate, raising concerns of
potential clashes with the new
international force.

US Ambassador to the UN
Mike Waltz described the resolu-
tion as a “pathway for Palestin-
ian self-determination” and said
it aims to replace rockets with
diplomacy, dismantle Hamas’

grip, and create a prosperous
and secure Gaza.

While Russia and China ab-
stained, their ambassadorships
criticised the resolution for giv-
ing the US-led initiative control
over Gaza with unclear opera-
tional details. Russian ambassa-
dor Vasily Nebenzya argued the
UN was sidelined in planning
the international stabilisation
force.

The Palestinian Authority
welcomed the resolution and ex-
pressed readiness to cooperate
with its implementation, a cru-
cial endorsement that helped
prevent a Russian veto. Trump
hailed the Security Council’s
vote as “a moment of true his-
toric proportion,” promising
further announcements regard-
ing the Board of Peace in the
coming weeks.

The resolution also references
a potential pathway to Palestin-
ian statehood contingent on re-
forms by the Palestinian Au-
thority and Gaza’s
redevelopment. However, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu reaffirmed opposition to
a Palestinian state, pledging to
demilitarise Gaza “the easy way
or the hard way,” reflecting in-
ternal political pressure from
right-wing factions.

The UN vote marks a signifi-
cant international step in at-
tempting to stabilise Gaza,
though tensions remain high
over Hamas’ resistance and Is-
rael’s opposition.

Japan Issues Safety Warning
for Citizens in China

TPN Correspondent | Bhutan,

Japan has advised its citizens
in China to exercise heightened
caution amid a growing diplo-
matic rift between Beijing and
Tokyo over Taiwan. The advi-
sory urges Japanese nationals to
avoid crowded areas, stay alert,
and watch for suspicious indi-
viduals, signaling concerns over
potential threats to their safety.

The warning comes after ten-
sions escalated between the two
countries, with Chinese media
coverage reflecting increasingly
negative sentiment toward Ja-
pan. Japanese officials describe
the advisory as a preventive
measure, ensuring citizens re-
main vigilant during this period
of strained relations.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Mi-
noru Kihara emphasized that
the advisory is a standard safety
measure but reflects the deterio-
rating atmosphere affecting the
bilateral ties between the na-
tions. The advisory also coin-
cides with the suspension of
Japanese film screenings in Chi-
na, a move seen as part of the
wider diplomatic friction.

Japanese business leaders
have voiced concern over the im-
pact of the dispute on trade and
investment, urging both govern-
ments to seek a diplomatic reso-
lution. Japan continues to em-
phasize dialogue while

safeguarding its citizens amid
uncertainty in China.

Prime Minister Sanae Takai-
chi and government officials
have highlighted the importance
of monitoring the situation
closely, particularly for Japa-
nese nationals living, working,
or traveling in major Chinese
cities. The advisory underscores
the seriousness with which Ja-
pan views public safety in the
context of international
tensions.

The advisory also comes amid
ongoing disputes over Taiwan,
a sensitive geopolitical flash-
point. Japan’s cautionary mes-
sage reflects broader regional
concerns about security, diplo-
matic stability, and the potential
for anti-Japanese sentiment to
escalate in China.

Authorities have encouraged
Japanese citizens to stay updat-
ed with local news, register
with embassies, and maintain
contact with family members.
The advisory signals Tokyo’s ef-
fort to protect its nationals
while navigating an increasing-
ly tense relationship with
China.

Japan has not ruled out fur-
ther measures depending on
how the diplomatic situation
evolves, highlighting the ongo-
ing uncertainty in bilateral
relations.

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald
Trump revealed that
his raspy voice during
a recent White House
meeting was the result
of a heated confronta-
tion over trade policy
with a foreign country.
Speaking to reporters
during a FIFA World
Cup 2026 task force ses-
sion, Trump said he
had “blew [his] stack”
while arguing with rep-
resentatives from a na-
tion attempting to rene-
gotiate an existing
trade deal.

Trump declined to
specify the country,
stating, “A country
wanted to try and rene-
gotiate the terms of
their trade deal. And I
wasn’t happy about it.”
When pressed further,
he added, “Why would I
say that to you?” He de-
scribed the exchange as
necessary to “straight-
en it out” but admitted
that it left his voice
hoarse.

The United States
has recently conducted
trade discussions with

Japan, Cambodia, Ma-
laysia, and Indonesia,
alongside ongoing ne-
gotiations with China.

GLOBAL

In October, Trump met
Chinese President Xi
Jinping in South Ko-
rea, where both leaders

reported progress on
key trade issues.
Trump said China
agreed to assist the US
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Trump Blames Hoarse Voice on Trade Dispute
Shouting

in addressing the fenta-
nyl crisis, in exchange
for a 10% reduction in
tariffs on Chinese im-

ports, lowering the rate
from 57% to 47%.
Trump also decided
not to impose an addi-
tional 100% tariff on
Chinese goods sched-
uled for November 1 af-
ter China postponed
export restrictions on
rare-earth magnets by
one year. Commenting
on the outcome of the
Xi meeting, Trump ex-
pressed strong opti-
mism, stating, “Zero, to
10, with 10 being the
best, I'd say the meeting
was a 12. A lot of deci-
sions were made ... and
we’ve come to a conclu-
sion on very many im-
portant points.”
Trump’s candid re-
marks about losing his
voice drew attention to
the intensity of the ne-
gotiations and reflected
his personal style of en-
gagement in high-
stakes trade diplomacy.
The incident under-
scores the ongoing US
efforts to manage trade
relations across Asia
while addressing do-
mestic and internation-
al economic priorities.

Yunus Wants Civil War: Hasina’s Aide After
Death Penalty Verdict

TPN Correspondent |
Dhaka

Tensions in Bangla-
desh escalated sharply
after a Dhaka-based In-
ternational Crimes
Tribunal sentenced
former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and ex—
Home Minister Asa-
duzzaman Khan to
death over their al-
leged role in last year’s
violent crackdown on
student protesters.
The verdict, delivered
in absentia, has trig-
gered a political storm,
with top Awami
League leaders accus-
ing the Muhammad
Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment of running a
“kangaroo court”.

Awami League lead-
er and former minister
Mohibul Hasan
Chowdhury, a close
aide of Hasina, con-
demned the judgement
as “pre-written” and il-
legitimate. Speaking to
NDTYV, he claimed the
tribunal was illegally
constituted and insist-
ed that Hasina was de-

nied legal representa-
tion. Senior lawyers,
he said, were barred
from appearing in
court, rendering the
entire trial process “a
staged drama”.

Chowdhury warned
that the interim re-
gime was pushing
Bangladesh “towards
civil war”, alleging it
lacked public support
and relied instead on

repression. He further
accused the Yunus ad-
ministration of foster-
ing ties with Pakistan
and allowing extremist
groups such as
Lashkar-e-Taiba and

Jaish-e-Mohammad
into the country—
claims that have not
been independently
verified.

Despite being
banned from elections,

Chowdhury insisted
the Awami League still
commands majority
support. He chal-
lenged the interim
government to allow
the party to contest
the February elec-
tions, asserting that
the public—not an un-
elected regime—
should decide the na-
tion’s future.

Hasina, currently in
India, denounced the
verdict as “biased and
politically motivated”,
saying she and Khan
acted “in good faith”
during the unrest. In-
dia has declined to ex-
tradite the two lead-
ers, making the
enforcement of the
sentence unlikely.

The Awami League
has called for a nation-
al shutdown to protest
the judgement. Under
Bangladeshi law, Hasi-
na must surrender
within 30 days to ap-
peal—an outcome seen
as improbable amid
the deepening political
crisis.

“Copy Cat”: Elon Musk Jabs Jeff Bezos Over New Al

TPN Correspondent | US

Tech titans Elon
Musk and Jeff Bezos
have reignited their
long-running rivalry,
this time over artifi-
cial intelligence. Mo-
ments after Bezos un-
veiled his new AI
platform, Project Pro-
metheus, Musk took a

jab on X, calling the
Amazon founder a
“copycat” — a label he
has used multiple
times when Bezos en-
tered sectors dominat-
ed by Musk.
Responding to the
announcement, Musk
posted: “Haha no way
”, followed by another

Platform Launch
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message: “copy cat”.
The Tesla and
SpaceX CEO has pre-
viously mocked Bezos
using similar remarks
— once when Amazon
announced its satellite
internet project to
compete with Star-
link, and again when
it acquired Zoox to en-

Ly

ter the autonomous
vehicle race.

Project Prometheus
marks Bezos’s first
major operational role
since stepping down
as Amazon CEO in
2021. The ambitious
venture aims to create
advanced Al systems
for engineering, aero-

.

space, computing, and
automotive manufac-
turing. The company
will be co-led by for-
mer Google X scientist
Vik Bajaj, who has
worked closely with
Google co-founder Ser-
gey Brin. Bezos will
serve as CEO.

The startup has al-

ready raised $6.2 bil-
lion, including a ma-
jor investment from
Bezos himself, making
it one of the most
heavily funded early-
stage AI companies
globally. The team has
quickly expanded to
nearly 100 employees,
with several top re-
searchers hired from
OpenAl, DeepMind,
and Meta.

Musk, whose XAl re-
cently launched the
Grok model, is com-
peting aggressively
against OpenAl and
Google in the global AI
race. Bezos’s entry
into the field intensi-
fies the competition,
adding a new battle-
ground to their rival-
ry, which already
spans space explora-
tion, satellite internet,
and autonomous tech.

With Project Pro-
metheus positioned to
challenge xAI and oth-
er industry leaders,
the Musk-Bezos feud
shows no signs of
cooling — and the Al
sector may be its fierc-
est arena yet.
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Groww Parent Billion Brains Garage Ventures
Hits New High, CEO Becomes Billionaire

Billion Brains Ga-
rage Ventures, the par-
ent company of lead-
ing stock brokerage
Groww, is continuing
its impressive run in
the stock market, trad-
ing at a new high of Rs
168 on Monday, up 13%
on the NSE. This
marks the fourth con-
secutive day of gains
since its listing last
week, pushing the
company’s market val-
uation past the Rs 1
lakh crore mark.

The shares of Billion
Brains Garage Ven-
tures debuted on the
NSE last Wednesday at
Rs 112, a12% premium
over the issue price of
Rs 100, closing the day
at Rs 128.85. Since list-
ing, the stock has
surged nearly 46%, re-
flecting strong inves-
tor demand. The ini-
tial public offering
(IPO), which closed on
November 4, raised Rs
6,632 crore, with a
price band set at Rs 95-
100 and a total sub-
scription of 17.6 times.

Founded in 2016,
Groww has grown to
become India’s largest
stock broker with a
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market share of over
26% as of June 2025.
The company’s strong
growth trajectory and
robust listing perfor-
mance underscore its
dominance in the re-
tail investment space.

With the rise in

Groww’s stock price,
CEO and co-founder
Lalit Keshri has offi-
cially joined the ranks
of billionaires. Hailing
from a small village
called Lipa in Madhya
Pradesh, Lalit holds a
9.06% stake in the com-

pany, amounting to
55.91 crore shares. At
the current share price
of Rs 169, his holdings
are valued at around
Rs 9,448 crore, surpass-
ing the $1 billion mark.

An IIT Bombay
alumnus, Lalit began

his career at Flipkart
before co-founding
Groww in 2016. His
journey from a farm-
er’s son to a billionaire
entrepreneur is being
celebrated as a re-
markable success sto-
ry in India’s startup

ecosystem.

The company’s con-
tinued market momen-
tum highlights grow-
ing investor confidence
in digital brokerage
platforms and the
broader retail invest-
ment sector in India.

India’s Q2 GDP Likely to Soar Above 7.5% on GST-Led
Festive Sales: SBI

India’s real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth for the
second quarter (July to Sep-
tember) is expected to rise to
7.5% or higher, driven by a
surge in consumption follow-
ing the recent Goods & Ser-
vices Tax (GST) rate cuts, ac-

cording to a report by the
research department of State
Bank of India (SBI).

The SBI report highlighted
that the GST reduction has
spurred festive season sales,
boosting consumer spending
across sectors such as auto-

mobiles, electronics, and con-
sumer goods. This increase in
domestic consumption is like-
ly to be a major driver of eco-
nomic growth for the
quarter.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), in its recent projec-

tions, had estimated Q2 GDP
growth at 7%, slightly lower
than the revised forecast by
SBI. The central bank had cit-
ed moderating inflation and
steady private investment as
factors supporting sustained
economic expansion.

SBI’s analysis noted that
the upbeat performance in the
second quarter reflects a com-
bination of pent-up demand,
festive purchases, and im-
proved rural consumption.
The report also pointed to
continued resilience in manu-
facturing and services sec-
tors, which have benefited
from strong domestic
demand.

Economists see the higher-
than-expected GDP growth as
an indication that the Indian
economy is maintaining a ro-
bust recovery momentum de-
spite global uncertainties.
The GST rate cuts, imple-
mented earlier this year, have
lowered prices for key con-
sumer goods, thereby incen-
tivizing spending and stimu-
lating economic activity.

With the festive season ex-
tending into November, SBI
expects that Q2 numbers
could even surpass initial
forecasts, marking one of the
strongest quarters in recent
years. Analysts will be closely
watching upcoming data on
industrial production, retail
sales, and investment activity
to gauge the sustainability of
this growth trend into the lat-
ter half of the fiscal year.

SBI Shares Near Record High After 286% Five-Year Surge

Shares of State Bank
of India (SBI) traded
flat on Tuesday, a day af-
ter the stock became the
first public-sector lend-
er to surpass a market
capitalization of 9 tril-
lion. The stock had
touched a new lifetime
high of 7976.80 in the
previous session, mark-
ing a remarkable rally
over the past five years.

SBI has delivered
multibagger returns,
rising 286% over the
last five years. In more
recent time frames, the
stock has gained 21% in
the past year, 23% over
six months, 17.5% in the
last three months, and
over 9% in the past
month, reflecting con-
sistent investor confi-
dence amid strong quar-
terly results and
improved asset quality.

Analysts remain bull-
ish on SBI shares, citing
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both its robust funda-
mentals and potential
for further gains. Phil-
lip Capital has main-
tained a “Buy” rating
on the stock with a re-
vised target price of
71,100, indicating room
for upside from current

levels. Market partici-
pants note that the stock
may face resistance
near 1,000, but the
broader trend remains
positive.

SBI has also been in
focus due to reports of
potential consolidation

among public-sector
banks (PSBs). Bloomb-
erg News reported on
November 14 that SBI
Chairman Challa
Sreenivasulu Setty sug-
gested that “some fur-
ther rationalisation
might make sense,”

highlighting opportuni-
ties for scale-building
and strengthening fi-
nancing capacity in In-
dia’s rapidly growing
economy.

Investors are weigh-
ing the stock’s strong
historical performance

against near-term valu-
ations. While the PSU
giant has delivered ex-
ceptional returns, ana-
lysts recommend moni-
toring market trends,
policy developments,
and quarterly earnings
to assess whether SBI

remains a buy at cur-
rent levels.

SBI’s performance
continues to underscore
the growing promi-
nence of India’s public-
sector banks in both do-
mestic and global
markets.
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Indian Equity Markets
Dip in Early Trade After
Six-Day Rally

Indian equity markets
opened lower on Tuesday, re-
versing a six-day winning
streak as profit-taking and
weak global cues weighed on
investor sentiment. The
30-share BSE Sensex fell
292.95 points to 84,658, while
the 50-share NSE Nifty de-
clined 83.3 points to 25,930.15
in early trade.

Market analysts attributed
the decline to a combination
of domestic profit-booking
and negative trends in global
markets. Asian indices were
sharply lower, with South
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nik-
kei 225, China’s Shanghai
SSE Composite, and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng all trading
in the red. This global weak-
ness added pressure on Indi-
an equities despite recent
strong gains.

Sectorally, selling pres-
sure was visible in IT, bank-
ing, and automobile stocks,
which had contributed sig-
nificantly to the market ral-
ly over the past week. Inves-
tors appeared cautious
ahead of upcoming corpo-
rate earnings and macroe-
conomic data that could in-
fluence market direction in
the near term.

“The early decline reflects
a natural correction after a
sustained six-day rally,” said
an equity strategist. “Profit-
booking is expected, particu-
larly in high-performing sec-
tors, while investors monitor
global developments and do-
mestic data for guidance.”

Domestic markets had
gained steadily last week,
buoyed by positive economic
indicators and strong corpo-
rate earnings, which helped
restore investor confidence.
However, the sudden pause
in momentum suggests that
traders are recalibrating po-
sitions in light of mixed sig-
nals from global markets.

Despite the early losses,
analysts remain cautiously
optimistic about the medi-
um-term outlook, noting that
strong economic growth, ro-
bust consumption, and gov-
ernment policy support con-
tinue to provide a favorable
backdrop for equities.

Investors are now closely
watching global develop-
ments, including currency
movements and internation-
al trade updates, which are
likely to influence market
sentiment for the remainder
of the trading session.

Gold, Silver Prices Decline
Amid Market Correction

Gold and silver prices fell
on Monday, continuing a
brief correction after recent
upward trends. In Mumbai,
24-carat gold was trading at
Rs 1,24,970 per 10 grams,
while 22-carat gold was priced
at Rs 1,14,700 per 10 grams.
Silver also witnessed a sharp
drop of Rs 2,000, bringing
prices to Rs 1,67,000 per
kilogram.

Global markets showed
mixed signals as US spot gold
rose to USD 4,070 per ounce,
reflecting ongoing demand
for the yellow metal as a safe-
haven asset. Despite this, do-
mestic prices were weighed
down by profit-taking and
short-term market
adjustments.

Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, said gold and silver
are attempting to stabilise af-
ter recent sharp corrections.
“Price action is showing
signs of support at key long-
term trend levels,” he noted.
On the Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX), gold was hov-
ering near Rs 1,23,450, re-
bounding from its

upward-sloping trendline.
Analysts suggest that holding
above Rs 1,23,000 is crucial to
maintain the broader bullish
structure, opening the possi-
bility for an upside move to-
ward Rs 1,24,200-Rs 1,25,000.

The decline in precious
metal prices comes amid fluc-
tuating investor sentiment,
with traders balancing be-
tween safe-haven demand and
short-term profit-booking.
Seasonal demand from the
wedding and festive period
also played a role in price
volatility.

Market participants are
closely watching global eco-
nomic cues, currency fluctua-
tions, and domestic demand
trends for further guidance.
With gold and silver holding
support at key levels, analysts
remain cautiously optimistic
about a potential rebound in
the coming weeks.

Consumers and investors
are advised to monitor daily
rate updates, as bullion prices
continue to show short-term
volatility amid broader eco-
nomic trends.
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China's Longevitypill BengaluruTraffic Gridlock Frustrates
Claims 150-Year
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Lifespan

A Chinese biotech company
has stirred global interest with
claims that humans could one
day live up to 150 years. Lonvi
Biosciences, based in Shenz-
hen, says its new “longevity
pill” targets ageing cells, or se-
nescent cells, which stop divid-
ing but trigger chronic inflam-
mation and age-related
decline.

The pill’s key ingredient,
Procyanidin C1 (PCC1), derived
from grape seeds, reportedly
extended the lifespan of mice
by 9.4% in laboratory experi-
ments. The remaining life ex-
pectancy of treated mice also
increased by over 64 %, prompt-
ing the company to tout the po-
tential of cell-targeting inter-
ventions in significantly
slowing ageing.

Lyu Qinghua, Lonvi’s chief
technology officer, told The
New York Times that living up
to 150 years is “definitely real-
istic,” suggesting that mean-
ingful progress could emerge in
the coming years. The an-
nouncement aligns with Chi-
na’s rising interest in longevity
research, boosted by public
awareness, private investment,
and policy support. China’s av-

erage life expectancy reached
79 years in 2024, above the glob-
al benchmark of 74 years, and
experts say longevity-focused
innovations could push this
further.

Gan Yu, co-founder of Shang-
hai-based longevity start-up
Time Pie, noted a cultural shift:
“Earlier, no one in China talked
about living longer; it was
something only wealthy Ameri-
cans explored. Now, many Chi-
nese are investing in
longevity.”

Despite the excitement, ex-
perts urge caution. While the
mouse data is promising, exten-
sive human clinical trials are
essential before assessing the
pill’s safety or effectiveness in
humans. Scientists stress that
preliminary lab results cannot
directly predict outcomes for
people, and that ageing is a
complex biological process in-
fluenced by genetics, lifestyle,
and environment.

Lonvi’s claims have sparked
both curiosity and skepticism
worldwide, highlighting the
growing intersection of bio-
technology, longevity research,
and the human desire to extend
life far beyond current limits.

5 Peaceful Nations With
Minimal Military

In a world increasingly de-
fined by military might, a few
nations have taken a different
path — maintaining little to no
standing army while remain-
ing remarkably safe for citi-
zens. These countries rely on
geography, governance, and ef-
ficient security networks rath-
er than large militaries to pro-
tect themselves.

1. Singapore

Though Singapore invests
around $11.5 billion annually in
defence, roughly 2.8% of its
GDP, it is renowned for low
crime and a peaceful environ-
ment. The city-state relies
heavily on a strong security
network, strict law enforce-
ment, and advanced surveil-
lance systems to maintain in-
ternal safety.

2.New Zealand

New Zealand’s defence spend-
ing is modest, about $3.9 billion
or less than 1% of GDP. Its iso-
lation and lack of land borders
provide natural protection,
while transparent governance
and a robust judicial system
keep defence costs low and so-
ciety secure.

3. Austria

Austria, long committed to
neutrality, spends $3.4 billion

yearly on defence. The coun-
try’s strategic approach in-
cludes strict border control and
diplomatic neutrality, which
together help maintain nation-
al safety without a large mili-
tary force.

4.Iceland

Iceland stands out in Europe
for having no standing army,
with a total defence budget of
only $40 million. The island’s
remote location, rugged ter-
rain, and sparse population act
as natural barriers, keeping it
largely insulated from global
conflicts.

5.Ireland

Ireland maintains a defence
expenditure of about $1.3 bil-
lion, just 0.3% of GDP. Its
strong policy of neutrality, ab-
sence of military alliances, and
efficient police force make it
one of the safest countries in
the world.

These nations demon-
strate that peace can be safe-
guarded through strategy,
stability, and social trust,
proving that a large military
is not the only path to na-
tional security. Their exam-
ples challenge the global as-
sumption that safety is
synonymous with heavy
militarisation.

Commuters in Ben-
galuru faced unusual-
ly heavy traffic on
Tuesday morning,
leaving many stuck in
long queues across ma-
jor roads. Residents
described the conges-
tion as “2.5 times
worse than usual”,
highlighting the city’s
ongoing struggle with
weekday traffic.

Social media users
shared photos showing
streets clogged with
two-wheelers, cars,
buses, and trucks, all
moving at a crawl. One
Reddit user captioned
a post: “What is this on
Tuesday morning,”
sparking hundreds of
comments as people
shared their own
experiences.

Many commuters
blamed the absence of
auto-rickshaws for al-
tering the flow of traf-
fic. Others highlighted
that mid-week—Tues-
day through Thurs-
day—typically sees the
worst congestion,
while Mondays and

Fridays are compara-
tively lighter due to
work-from-home ar-
rangements or leave.
Local reactions

ommuters

ranged from humor-
ous to frustrated. One
user joked, “Romans
called it traffic, Banga-
loreans call it social

gathering, BBMP calls
it STFU and live.” An-
other shared, “I missed
my alarm today, so go-
ing WFH instead of

facing traffic,” echo-
ing a common coping
strategy among
office-goers.

The morning grid-

lock impacted thou-
sands trying to reach
offices on time, with
many reporting long
delays on major routes.
Users also noted that
traffic jams have be-
come an accepted part
of city life, often treat-
ed with humor or res-
ignation despite the
inconvenience.

While BBMP author-
ities regularly work to
ease congestion
through traffic man-
agement measures,
Bengaluru’s growing
population and vehicle
density continue to
strain road infrastruc-
ture. Residents contin-
ue to adapt with flexi-
ble work schedules,
remote work, or sim-
ply patience amid the
city’s chaotic traffic
landscape.

For now, Bengaluru
commuters will have
to brace themselves for
the long, slow-moving
lanes that have become
a regular mid-week
challenge in the Sili-
con Valley of India.

Hotel Uses Lion Cubs For Wake-Up Calls

Hotels worldwide offer
unique services to surprise
and delight guests, but a re-
sort in China has taken it to
a whole new level. The Hap-
py Countryside Resort in Ji-
angsu Province has intro-
duced a wake-up service that
sends live lion cubs into
guest rooms to rouse them
from sleep, sparking fascina-
tion and concern on social
media.

The “morning call ser-
vice” operates between 8 am
and 10 am, with staff bring-
ing a lion cub into the room
for a seven-minute interac-
tion. The hotel offers this
service in 20 designated
rooms, each costing 628
yuan (around ¥7,800) per
night.

According to the resort,
the cubs are well-trained,
and the service is meant to
provide a thrilling and un-
forgettable start to the day.
Videos and images shared
online show guests interact-
ing closely with the animals,
with many praising the ex-
perience as fun and unique.

!

However, the initiative has
also raised serious safety
and ethical concerns. Many
social media users and ani-
mal welfare advocates have
called the service “danger-
ous and irresponsible,”
questioning the wellbeing of

both guests and the cubs. Ex-
perts note that even young
wild animals can act unpre-
dictably, and such encoun-
ters could pose risks despite
precautions.

Despite the controversy,
the service has gone viral,

attracting global attention
and curiosity. It highlights
the lengths to which some
hotels will go to stand out in
a competitive industry, com-
bining luxury and extreme
novelty in one package.
Whether guests will line
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up to pay for a lion cub wake-
up call or regulators will in-
tervene remains to be seen,
but the Happy Countryside
Resort has already made its
mark as one of the most un-
usual and talked-about desti-
nations in the world.

Kaizen Café Redefines Wellness Dining in Goa

i,

In Goa’s vibrant café
scene, Kaizen Café is quiet-
ly carving a niche by blend-
ing wellness with indul-
gence. Inspired by the
Japanese philosophy of
continuous improvement,
the café offers a mindful,

globally inspired menu that
evolves with seasons,
trends, and guest feedback.

Founder Prerna Khetra-
pal explains that Kaizen
isn’t just about healthy eat-
ing—it’s about conscious
nourishment. Ingredients

are sourced globally, from
specialty coffees and adap-
togens to artisanal pro-
duce, and dishes are de-
signed to energize while
promoting ease and wellbe-
ing. Signature offerings in-
clude turmeric saffron

lattes, high-protein sour-
dough, plant-forward des-
serts, and innovative bever-
ages like the Blueberry
Smoothie with Blue Spir-
ulina, reflecting the café’s
commitment to experimen-
tation and taste-focused

wellness.

Kaizen Café’s menu is
constantly refined, balanc-
ing indulgence with nutri-
tion. Seasonal specials, fes-
tival menus, and
limited-edition creations,
such as Diwali treats or
Global Coffee Rituals,
showcase culinary innova-
tion while keeping guest
preferences and wellness
trends at the forefront. The
café emphasizes that eat-
ing well doesn’t mean re-
striction but awareness,
delight, and satisfaction.

What sets Kaizen apart is
its intentional approach to
the overall dining experi-
ence. Beyond the food, the
café focuses on ambiance,
music, and design to create
a calm, restorative space
where visitors can pause,
connect, and feel nour-
ished. In a destination
known for leisure and in-
dulgence, Kaizen has
shown that wellness dining
can be approachable, invit-
ing, and joyful.

Looking ahead, Kaizen
plans mindful expansion
through new cafés, well-
ness product lines, and
ready-to-eat offerings, all
while staying true to its
philosophy-first approach.
With its innovative, inten-
tion-driven model, Kaizen
Café is redefining what
wellness dining can feel
like in Goa, proving that
mindful food and thought-
ful design can create a
deeply satisfying, restora-
tive experience.
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Satwik-Chirag Move Into Second

India’s star men’s doubles
pair Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty ad-
vanced to the second round
of the Australian Open Su-
per 500 with a hard-fought
straight-game win in Syd-
ney on Tuesday. The world
No. 3 duo defeated Chinese
Taipei’s Chang Ko-Chi and
Po Li-Wei 25-23, 21-16 in a
gripping 48-minute opener.

The match began on a
challenging note for the In-
dian pair, who trailed 2-6
early in the first game. The
Taiwanese combination
held a narrow lead until 16-
14, before Satwik and Chi-
rag regrouped to take a 19-
17 advantage. A tight phase
followed, with both sides
exchanging game points. A
sharp net shot from Satwik
earned the Indians a game
point which their oppo-
nents saved with a powerful
smash. Errors on both sides
kept the game in a tense bal-
ance, but the Indians finally
clinched the opener after
the Taiwanese pair hit the
net on a crucial point.

In the second game,

Satwik and Chirag pulled
ahead 7-4, but two net er-
rors allowed their rivals to
level the score. Both teams
traded points evenly before
the Indians entered the
mid-game interval with a
slender one-point lead. Af-
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ter the break, the top seeds
accelerated, widening the
gap to 18-15 with steady de-
fence and sharp attacking
play. Two decisive smashes
sealed the contest, securing
their place in the next
round.

In women’s doubles, India
suffered an early setback as
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand went down 10-
21, 14-21 to Indonesia’s F.
Kusuma and M. Puspitasari
in their opening round.

India’s singles contend-

Round of Australian Open

ers, including Lakshya Sen,
HS Prannoy, Kidambi Sri-
kanth and Ayush Shetty, are
set to begin their campaigns
on Wednesday, hoping to
join Satwik and Chirag in
the next phase of the
tournament.

Ronaldo Set for Record Sixth World Cup as Portugal
Thrash Armenia 9-1

Cristiano Ronaldo is offi-
cially headed to a historic
sixth FIFA World Cup, as
Portugal crushed Armenia
9-1 to seal qualification for
the 2026 tournament to be
held in the United States,
Canada and Mexico. The
emphatic victory on Sun-
day ensured Portugal’s di-

—

rect passage from Group F,
reaffirming their domi-
nance in the qualifiers.
Ronaldo, who has already
appeared in every World
Cup since 2006, is now set to
become the first men’s play-
er in history to feature in
six editions of the global
event. The Portuguese cap-

tain was at the heart of the
action once again, scoring
and assisting in a com-
manding display that show-
cased his enduring influ-
ence even at 40.

The match, played earlier
in Yerevan in September
but decisive for qualifica-
tion standings, saw Portu-

gal overwhelm the Arme-
nian defence from start to
finish. Joao Félix, Rafael
Leao, Bernardo Silva and
others joined Ronaldo on
the scoresheet as Portugal
delivered one of their big-
gest wins of the qualifying
campaign.

Portugal’s relentless at-

tacking play left Armenia
struggling to cope, with the
visitors leading comforta-
bly by halftime. The second
half saw the floodgates fully
open, as Roberto Martinez’s
side pushed forward with
speed, precision and clini-
cal finishing.

With qualification now
secured, Portugal turn
their attention to preparing
for 2026, where they hope to
improve on their quarterfi-
nal exit in 2022. For Ronal-
do, the tournament offers
another chance to chase the
one trophy that has eluded
him throughout his illustri-
ous career.

The 2026 World Cup will
also mark Portugal’s first
under Martinez at a major
finals, and expectations are
high as the team blends
Ronaldo’s experience with a
new generation of stars.

For Portugal and for foot-
ball fans worldwide, Ronal-
do’s sixth World Cup ap-
pearance promises to be
one of the defining sto-
rylines of next year’s
tournament.

Medvedev, Rybakina and Bopanna to Lead Star
Line-Up as WTL Debuts in India

The World Tennis League
(WTL) is all set for its grand
India debut on December
17, bringing an impressive
line-up of global tennis
stars to the SM Krishna
Tennis Stadium. This
marks the first time the
four-day exhibition tourna-
ment, launched in 2022, will
be held outside the UAE.

Among the headline at-
tractions are former US
Open champion Daniil
Medvedev and 2022 Wimble-
don winner Elena Rybaki-
na, both of whom will com-
pete alongside an eclectic
mix of tennis personalities.
Fans will also see the re-
turn of the charismatic and
fiery Nick Kyrgios, French
showman Gael Monfils, and
former World No. 2 Paula
Badosa.

India will have a strong
presence too, with recently
retired doubles legend Ro-
han Bopanna, along with
Sumit Nagal, Yuki Bham-
bri, Ankita Raina, Shrivalli
Bhamidipaty, and Maaya
Revathi set to join the
roster.

Rybakina, excited for her
first competitive appear-
ance in India, said, “I’ve
heard so much about the
tennis culture in India, and

I’'m thrilled to make my de-
but here with WTL. I'm
ready to enjoy every mo-
ment on the court with my
team.”

The WTL format features
four teams competing in a
round-robin league, with
each tie including men’s
singles, women’s singles,

and two doubles matches.
The top two teams will ad-
vance to the final, promis-
ing thrilling matchups
throughout the week.

WTL Co-Founder and 12-
time Grand Slam doubles
champion Mahesh Bhu-
pathi said the tourna-
ment’s India debut is an op-

portunity to deepen the
nation’s connection with
tennis.

“India has always shared
a deep and lasting connec-
tion with the sport, and the
WTL’s arrival here helps
strengthen that bond,”
Bhupathi said. “With inter-
national champions shar-

ing the court with India’s
top talent, we hope to in-
spire the next generation
of players.”

The star-studded event is
expected to draw strong
crowds and energise In-
dia’s tennis landscape as it
welcomes some of the
world’s best to its courts.
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Mitchell Ruled Out of
West Indies ODIs
with Groin Injur

i

New Zealand all-rounder Dar-
yl Mitchell has been sidelined
for the remainder of the ODI se-
ries against the West Indies after
scans confirmed a minor groin
tear, the ICC reported on Tues-
day. Mitchell sustained the inju-
ry during the opening ODI in
Christchurch, where he battled
discomfort to score a match-win-
ning century.

The injury requires a two-
week rehabilitation period, rul-
ing Mitchell out of the final two
ODIs but keeping him in conten-
tion for the three-match Test se-
ries starting December 2.

New Zealand selector-coach
Rob Walter expressed disap-
pointment at losing the in-form
player.

“It’s always tough being ruled
out early with injury, particu-
larly when you’re in hot form
like Daryl is,” Walter said. “He
has been our standout perform-
er in ODIs this summer, so he’ll
be missed for two important
matches. The positive is that the
injury is only minor, and we ex-
pect him fit for the Tests.”

Mitchell was instrumental in

New Zealand’s narrow seven-
run victory in the first ODI at
Hagley Oval, scoring his seventh
ODI hundred despite the injury.

Following Mitchell’s exit, Hen-
ry Nicholls, who joined the
squad on Monday, will stay on
and is likely to be considered for
the second ODI in Napier.
Nicholls has been in prolific
touch in the Ford Trophy, mak-
ing him a strong replacement
option.

“Henry has been in top form
and is an experienced interna-
tional cricketer,” Walter said.
“We know he’ll be eager to con-
tribute if given an
opportunity.”

New Zealand will now look to
recalibrate their middle order as
they aim to clinch the series
against the Caribbean side.

New Zealand ODI squad:
Mitchell Santner (capt), Michael
Bracewell, Mark Chapman, Dev-
on Conway, Jacob Duffy, Zak
Foulkes, Matt Henry, Kyle
Jamieson, Tom Latham, Henry
Nicholls, Rachin Ravindra, Na-
than Smith, Blair Tickner, Will
Young.

Alcaraz Withdraws from
Davis Cup Finals Due to
Injury

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz, the
world number one tennis player,
has withdrawn from the Davis
Cup Finals in Bologna after suf-
fering a swollen right ham-
string. The 21-year-old ex-
pressed his disappointment on
Instagram, saying he was
“heartbroken” to miss the
tournament.

Alcaraz aggravated the injury
during the ATP Finals, where he
lost to Italy’s Jannik Sinner in
the title clash on Sunday. Fol-
lowing a medical evaluation, he
was advised not to compete to
prevent further damage. “I have
edema in my right hamstring
and the medical recommenda-
tion is not to compete,” Alcaraz
wrote. “Playing for Spain is the
greatest thing there is, and I was
really looking forward to help-
ing us fight for the Davis Cup.”

His withdrawal marks anoth-
er setback for the Davis Cup or-
ganizers, who had also lost Sin-
ner, the world number two, last
month. Spain’s absence of their
top player leaves the team rely-

ing on their remaining squad as
they prepare to face the Czech
Republic in the quarter-finals
on Thursday:.

The tournament is also facing
disruptions on the host side,
with Italy, the defending cham-
pions, missing Lorenzo Musetti
due to physical and family rea-
sons. Musetti’s spot is expected
to be filled by Lorenzo Sonego,
who has been training in Turin
ahead of Italy’s quarter-final
clash against Austria on
Wednesday.

Alcaraz’s injury underscores
the physical toll on top players
navigating a packed tennis cal-
endar, coming just weeks after
his stellar performances in the
ATP season. Fans and analysts
alike will be watching closely as
Spain and Italy attempt to de-
fend their titles in the absence
of some of their leading stars.

The Davis Cup Finals are
scheduled to conclude with the
final on Sunday, with both teams
adjusting their line-ups amid
last-minute changes.
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Ranveer Singh Stuns as
RAW Agent in ‘Dhurandhar’
Trailer

ax ADITYA DHAR rum

The much-awaited trailer of
Ranveer Singh’s upcoming ac-
tion drama Dhurandhar has
finally been released, creating
a wave of excitement across
Bollywood circles. Directed by
National Award-winning
filmmaker Aditya Dhar, the
film marks his second directo-
rial venture after the block-
buster Uri: The Surgical
Strike, raising expectations
among audiences and indus-
try insiders alike.

Set for release on December
5, Dhurandhar showcases
Ranveer Singh in a rugged, in-
tense avatar as a RAW agent
on a covert mission in Paki-
stan. The trailer hints at a
gripping narrative packed
with high-voltage action se-
quences, emotional intensity
and espionage-driven drama.
It follows the challenges,
threats and moral dilemmas
faced by Ranveer’s character
as he navigates hostile terri-
tory while carrying out a
high-risk intelligence
operation.

The trailer also highlights
the film’s powerful ensemble
cast. Sanjay Dutt, Akshaye
Khanna, R. Madhavan and Ar-
jun Rampal appear in key

roles, each bringing a com-
manding presence that adds
depth to the narrative. Their
glimpses suggest layered char-
acters intertwined with the
mission’s stakes, promising
strong performances.

Aditya Dhar, known for de-
livering taut, realistic action
thrillers, seems to bring back
the same intensity and patri-
otic fervour that defined Uri.
The visuals reflect a gritty
tone, backed by sharp cinema-
tography and an impactful
background score, setting the
stage for a tense and engaging
spy thriller.

With Ranveer Singh em-
bracing a serious and action-
heavy role after a series of di-
verse performances,
Dhurandhar is expected to
mark a refreshing shift in his
filmography. The buzz around
the film has intensified follow-
ing the trailer launch, and
trade analysts predict a strong
opening owing to the star cast,
high production value and
Dhar’s proven storytelling.

Dhurandhar hits theatres
on 5 December, and fans are
eagerly waiting to witness
Ranveer Singh in one of his
most intense roles yet.

Dhruv Vikram’s Sports Drama
‘Bison’Locks OTT Release
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Dhruv Vikram’s much-ac-
claimed sports drama Bison
is all set to make its digital de-
but after enjoying a success-
ful theatrical run last month.
Directed by noted filmmaker
Mari Selvaraj, the film re-
ceived widespread praise for
its impactful storytelling,
strong performances and
emotional depth, emerging as
a super hit at the box office.

On Tuesday, streaming gi-
ant Netflix announced that
Bison will be available for
streaming from November 21,
giving audiences who missed
the theatrical release a chance
to experience the film from
home. The OTT platform also
confirmed that the movie will
premiere in five languages —
Tamil, Telugu, Hindi, Kanna-
da and Malayalam, enhancing
its reach across India.

Bison marks another sig-
nificant milestone in Dhruv
Vikram’s growing career. The
actor, son of Kollywood super-
star Chiyaan Vikram, earned
applause for his intense and
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nuanced performance as a de-
termined young athlete navi-
gating personal struggles and
societal challenges. His pair-
ing with Anupama Para-
meswaran, who plays the fe-
male lead, was also well
received.

The film features an im-
pressive supporting cast in-
cluding Pashupathi, Rajisha
Vijayan and Aamir, each de-
livering strong performances
that add emotional weight to
the narrative. Director Mari
Selvaraj, known for his social-
ly conscious storytelling,
once again blends sports dra-
ma with powerful themes,
making Bison one of the most
talked-about Tamil films of
the year.With its OTT release
around the corner, Bison is
expected to reach a wider au-
dience and continue its suc-
cessful run in the digital
space. The buzz around the
film remains high, and fans
are eagerly waiting to stream
it when it premieres on 21
November.
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Balakr

The hit on-screen
pair Nandamuri Bal-
akrishna and Nayan-
thara is reuniting for
the fourth time, bring-
ing excitement to fans
ahead of their new col-
laboration. The duo,
known for delivering
box-office successes
with Simha, Sri Rama
Rajyam, and Jai Simha,
will now share screen
space in director Gop-
ichand Malineni’s up-
coming film, tentative-
ly titled NBK111.

The announcement
was made on Nayantha-
ra’s birthday, with the
makers welcoming her
on board with a strik-
ing note: “The Queen
who carries the calm of
oceans and the fury of
storms, Nayanthara en-
ters the empire of
NBK111.” The project
marks Malineni’s sec-
ond film with Bal-
akrishna after the high-
ly successful Veera
Simha Reddy.

Nayanthara’s inclu-
sion is being hailed as
a major boost to the
film. Over the years,
she has built strong
chemistry with Bal-
akrishna—something

that has repeatedly
drawn audiences to
theatres. Industry
watchers believe this
combination has a
unique appeal, particu-
larly among mass and
family audiences, mak-
ing NBK111 one of the

most anticipated pro-
jects of the coming
year.

Adding to the buzz,
music director Tha-
man hinted that the
film will be “beyond
everyone’s imagina-
tion,” raising expecta-

tions for both the
soundtrack and overall
cinematic experience.
Thaman previously de-
livered chart-topping
music for Balakrish-
na’s films, further
heightening curiosity
around what he has in
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store this time.

The film is being pro-
duced by Venkat S.
Kilaru under the Vrid-
dhi Cinemas banner.
With Balakrishna’s ac-
tion-packed screen
presence, Nayanthara’s
star power, and Gop-

ishna-NayantharaTeam Up
Againfor NBK111

ichand Malineni’s com-
mercial storytelling,
NBKI111 is shaping up
to be amajor attraction
for Telugu cinema fans.

More details on the
cast, plot, and release
schedule are expected
to be revealed soon.

Team Varanasi Kicks Off
Promotions a Year Ahead

The team behind Vara-
nasi has surprised fans by
launching promotions al-
most a year before the
film’s release. Just days
after the grand title reveal
at Ramoji Film City, the
makers dropped an unex-
pected update—lead ac-
tors Mahesh Babu, Prith-
viraj Sukumaran, and
Priyanka Chopra sat
down for media interac-
tions, despite a signifi-
cant portion of the shoot
still pending.

This early promotional
strategy marks a clear de-
parture from director S.S.
Rajamouli’s usual ap-
proach. His films typical-
ly maintain secrecy until
the final stages. However,
with Varanasi, the team
appears to be building mo-

mentum early, allowing
the buzz to grow gradual-
ly on a global level.
Adding to the chatter
was the trio’s coordinated
fashion statement during
the interviews. All three
turned up in black, unin-
tentionally creating a uni-
fied look. Priyanka
Chopra wore a black top
paired with a netted floral
skirt—simple yet elegant.
Prithviraj Sukumaran
opted for an all-black en-
semble, understated but
stylish. Mahesh Babu,
meanwhile, broke the pat-
tern slightly with a black
shirt matched with blue
trousers, offering a bal-
anced and clean look.
Priyanka later shared
photos from the promo-
tional shoot on social me-

dia, expressing her excite-
ment about working
alongside two major stars.
She highlighted how unu-
sual and thrilling it was to
promote the film to inter-
national media nearly a
year in advance. Her cap-
tion ended with a striking
“Jai Shri Ram” and the
hashtag #Varanasi,
fueling speculation about
the film’s themes and
what else the team has
planned for the coming
months.

With such an early and
impactful start, Varanasi
is already shaping up to
be one of the most antici-
pated films in Indian cin-
ema. Fans now await the
next surprise from the
team as the long promo-
tional journey begins.

Raashi Khanna Turns Heads
in All-Black Look

Raashi Khanna, known for
her vibrant and colorful fash-
ion choices, stunned fans and
fashion enthusiasts alike with
a bold, all-black ensemble for
Grazia magazine. The actress,
who was present to receive the
Breakthrough Performer
Award, opted for a sleek black
powersuit adorned with sub-
tle golden accents, creating a
striking, sophisticated look.

Her styling was minimal
yet impactful—open hair, un-
derstated makeup, and confi-
dent poses that radiated au-
thority and poise. The Grazia
photoshoot showcased Raashi
in a “boss lady” avatar, blend-
ing elegance with assertive-
ness. Her expressions and
poses suggested a mix of cor-
porate power and playful sass,
making the cover both fresh
and dynamic.

Fashion critics praised her
choice, noting how she effort-
lessly balanced boldness with
grace. “Raashi’s all-black look
is a masterclass in understat-
ed power dressing. She exudes
confidence without overdoing
it,” commented one fashion

expert.

The actress, who has often
been seen in bright, cheerful
attire, proved her versatility
by pulling off a look that was
strong, stylish, and command-
ing. The Grazia shoot cap-
tures a different side of
Raashi—one that’s all about
control, attitude, and fearless
elegance.

Amidst her growing fashion
footprint, Raashi is also busy
with her upcoming film 120
Bahadur, where she stars
alongside Farhan Akhtar. De-
spite the film preparations,
her Grazia appearance has
quickly become the talk of the
town, with fans and social me-
dia buzzing over the iconic
look.

From magazine covers to
red carpets, Raashi Khanna
continues to reinvent her
style, proving she is not just
an actor but a trendsetter.
With her confident all-black
outfit, she delivered a look
that is bold, modern, and un-
forgettable—a true Raashi
vibe that resonates with pow-
er, charm, and charisma.
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