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Body Election Dates by Nov 24
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he Telangana Hi
gh Court has issued
crucial directives to
the state govern-
ment regarding the long-
stalled local body elec-
tions, instructing offici
als to finalize and an-
nounce the election dates
by November 24th of this
month. The local body el
ections across Telangana
had previously come to
an abrupt halt due to le-
gal disputes concerning
the implementation of
Backward Classes (BC)
reservations. This inter-
vention by the High Cou
rt sets a firm timeline for
the government to move
forward with the demo-
cratic process. The court
clarified that the objec-
tions raised and subse-
quently litigated were
strictly related to the res-
ervation quotas and
mechanisms, and not
against the fundamental
principle or necessity of
conducting the elections
themselves.
The High Court took a
strong stance against the
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HC Dlrects Govt toAnnounce Local

approach suggested by
the State Election Com-
mission (SEC). The SEC
had proposed to hold elec
tions only in those local
bodies where there was
no dispute concerning th
e BC reservations, there-
by conducting the polls
in a partial or divided m
anner across the state.
The High Court decisive-
ly objected to this segre-
gated approach, suggest-
ing that conducting elec
tions in a fragmented or
piecewise manner is in-
appropriate for a state-
wide democratic process.
This stance effectively
pushes the government
toward a comprehensive,
unified solution. Previ-
ously, the SEC had re-
leased the election sched-
ule and issued a formal
notification, but the pro-
cess was immediately
stopped following peti-
tions filed in the High
Court challenging the
BC reservation policy.
The state government
attempted to overcome
the High Court’s stay or-
der on the related Gov-
ernment Order (GO) by
challenging the decision
in the Supreme Court via

The local body el ections
across Telangana had previous-
ly come to an abrupt halt due to

legal disputes concerning the
implementation of Backward
Classes (BC) reservations. This
intervention by the High Cou rt

sets a firm timeline for the gov-
ernment to move forward with
the democratic process.

a Special Leave Petition
(SLP). However, the Su-
preme Court refused to
hear the SLP and dismis
sed it, stating that since
the core matter was still

pending resolution in th
e High Court, it could not
intervene at that stage.
The Supreme Court had,
however, provided an op-
tion to the government:

if it wished to proceed
immediately with the lo-
cal body polls, it could do
so by utilizing the old re
servation system instead
of the disputed new GO.
Now, with the High Cou
rt’s fresh and firm direc-
tion, the government is
mandated to make a de-
finitive decision and an-
nounce the election
schedule before the end
of the specified deadline,
ensuring the constitu-
tional requirement for
holding local body polls
is met without further
undue delay.

Kavitha Criticizes Harish Rao, BRS
Leaders for Lack of Grassroots
Work and Financial Misconduct

TPN Bureau | Nov
15,2025

elenagana Jag-
ruthi President K
avitha launched a
scathing attack on
senior Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS)leader T.
Harish Rao, accusing h
im of characteristic de-
ception and deflecting
blame for the party's
recent electoral failur
es. Speaking at a press
conference in Medak,
Kavitha asserted that
engaging in mutual ac-
cusations and infight-
ing is now consuming
the BRS party. She di-
rectly called out BRS
Working President K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR), ad-
vising him to abandon
his focus on social me-
dia and instead engage
directly with the par-
ty's ground reality. Ka
vitha stated that it is H
arish Rao's established
nature to avoid taking
responsibility immedi-
ately after the BRS los-
es an election. She we
nton to disclose that sh
e herself was ousted f
rom the party after spe
aking out strongly abo
ut him previously.
Kavitha criticized th
e perceived disconnect
between the leadership
and the party's founda-
tion, stating that KTR
and Harish Rao are
only "Krishna-Arju-
nas" in name and on
Twitter, but are failing
to work at the grassroo
ts level. She provided a
specific example of the
party's lack of support
during the recent Jubi-
lee Hills by-election:
she noted that 15 inde-
pendent candidates ap-
proached her asking
for guidance on sup-

porting a candidate af-
ter withdrawing their
nominations. She, be-
ing outside the BRS,
told them she had no
involvement. However,
she revealed that when
the same candidates
approached Harish
Rao, he reportedly gave
them the same non-co
mmittal answer, telling
them to support whom-
ever they wished. Kavi-
tha sharply contrasted
her actions—being un-
involved because she is
not in the BRS—with
Harish Rao's, accusing
him of deceiving the
party by maintaining a
distance despite being
a key leader.

The BRS leader fur-
ther accused the cur-
rent state government
of serious injustice in
the Group-1 job recruit-
ment process and gen-
erally failing to create
sufficient employment
opportunities. Howev-
er, she swiftly pivoted
back to criticizing her
former party, alleging
that Harish Rao has
business connections

with the Chief Minis-
ter through benami
transactions and com-
panies. She attributed
the BRS’s defeat in Ju-
bilee Hills to its isola-
tion in the virtual wor
d, stating the party onl
y exists "on social medi
a." Kavitha raised seri-
ous questions about th
e rapid accumulation
of wealth by BRS lead-
ers, demanding an ex-
planation for how poli-
ticians like Jagadish
Reddy, Madan Reddy,
Prashanth Reddy, and
Niranjan Reddy ac-
quired "hundreds of
crores of rupees," con-
cluding that the party
leaders focused on in-
creasing their personal
assets but failed to nur-
ture the party cadre.
She concluded by ques-
tioning Harish Rao’s
support for BRS leader
Padma Devender Red-
dy, whom she recalled
had previously quit the
party and strongly crit-
icized K. Chandrase
khar Rao before retur
ning during the state-
hood movement.

Telangana Global Summit Set for Dec 8-9; CM DlrectsTlght Security for Delegates

TPN Bureau | Nov
15,2025

hief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy he
1d a crucial review
meeting at the Com

mand Control Centre wit
h top officials fro m vari-
ous state departments,
focusing on the prepara-
tions for the upcoming
‘Telangana Rising Glob-
al Summit-2025°. The
Chief Minister stre ssed
the importance of seam-
less coordination among
all departments to en-
sure the summit is con-
ducted with grandeu r
and success. Given the
anticipated attendance
of delegates and repre-
sentatives from various
countries, the CM issued

strict instructions to au-
thorities to implement
adequate security ar-
rangements to guarantee
the safety and protection

of all international par-
ticipants throughout the
event. The meeting fo-
cused specifically on the
summit, which is sched-

uled to take place in Hy-
dera bad on December
8th and 9th, coinciding
with the second anniver-
sary of the People's Gov-

rnmen t. Chief Minis-

ter Revan th Reddy
announced that the sec-
ond anniversary of the
government would be

celebrated gra ndly on
December 8th. The high-
light of the two-day event
will be the formal unveil-
ing of the ‘Telangana Ri

sing-2047 Policy Docu-
ment’ on December 9th.
The CM emphasized the
profound significance of
this document, explain-
ing that it will serve as
the future roadmap for
Telangana, guiding all
major decisions and poli-
cies in the years to come.
He stress ed that this vi-
sionary do cument is es-
sential for providing clar
ity and co nfidence to in-
vestors regarding the st
ate's long-term economic
trajectory and stability.
The Chief Minister di-
rected all departmental
heads to immediately be-
gin planning and prepar-
ing PowerPoint presen-
tations related to their
respective sectoral poli-
cies, which are to be sho
wcased at the Global Su

mmit. Furthermore, he
issued a strict deadline,
instructing all depart-
ments to finalize their
individual policy docu-
ments by the end of this
month (November). Dep-
uty Chief Minister Bhat-
ti Vikramarka Mallu has
been tasked with over-
seeing and conducting
regular reviews of the
Global Summit arrange-
ments and other related
preparatory issues. The
review meeting was at-
tended by key officials,
including Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka, Chief Secretary
Ramakrishna Rao, CM
Advisor Vem Narender
Reddy, Special CS Jayesh
Ranjan, DGP Shivadhar
Reddy, and various other
senior department head s.

ACB Raids Sub-Registrar Offices

Across Telan,

pana, Seizes

Unaccounted Cash and Documents

TPN Bureau | Nov
15,2025

he Anti-Corruptio
n Bureau (ACB) lau
nched a widespread,
simultaneous oper-
ation across Telangana,
conducting raids on nu-
merous Sub-Registrar
Offices (SROs) through-
out the state. A total of 23
ACB teams were mobi-
lized for the surprise in-
spections, which took pl
ace on Saturday. The rai
ds targeted several key
locations, including SR
Os in Gandipet, Seriling
ampally, Medchal, Niza
mabad Town, Zaheerab
ad, Miryalaguda, Wana-
parthy, Mancherial, Ped-
dapalli, Bhupalpally, and
Vaira. These coordinated
searches were prompted
by persistent allegations
of corruption and illegal
activities within the rev-
enue and registration de-
part ments.

During the extensive
search operations, the
ACB teams successfully
seized a significant am

ount of unaccounted cas
h totaling 2,51,990. Furthe
rmore, the agency confis-
cated 289 registered docu-
ments that were part of
the investigations, along
with various sums of cash
found within the offices.
The ACB's findings high-
lighted the widespread na-
ture of the corruption:
they identified 19 private
individuals and 60 docu-
ment writers who were op-
erating without proper
authorization within the
SRO premises and were
actively involved in cor-
rupt practices. These un-
authorized agents and
writers were found to be
facilitating illegal transac-
tions and demanding
bribes, effectively running

parallel operations within
the government offices.

A major discovery dur-
ing the raids was the fail-
ure of security infrastr
ucture, with the ACB not
ing that CCTV cameras
were found to be non-func-
tional in many of the raid-
ed offices. Thislack of sur-
veillance provides an
environment conducive to
illegal and corrupt activi-
ties. The ACB has com-
piled a comprehensive re-
port detailing all the
observed irregularities
and system ic flaws,
which has been submitted
to the state government. In
a parallel investigation,
the ACB also conducted si-
multaneous searches at
the private residences of
SRO officials. A total of 13
Sub-Registrars' ho us es
were raided, resulting in
the seizure of substantial
amounts of cash, go 1d or-
naments, and property
documents, indicating
that the corruption ex-
tended beyond the SRO of
fice walls and into the per-
sonal assets of the
officials.

Cyberabad Police Arrest 'iBomma’
Prime Suspect Immadhi Ravi

TPN Bureau | Nov
15,2025

he Cyberabad po

lice have made a si
gnificant break-
through in the lon
g-running battle again
st film piracy, success-
fully arresting the pri
me suspect in the noto-
rious ‘iBomma piracy
website case’ on Friday.
The key figure, identi-
fied as Immadhi Ravi,
was apprehended by
the police immediately
upon his arrival at the
Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional (RGI) Airport in
Hyderabad from France
on Friday night. Fol-
lowing his custody, Ravi
was handed over to the
Kukatpally police for
further extensive inves-
tigation. The police in-
vestigation has re-
vealed that Ravi, who
hails from Visakhapat-
nam, was allegedly the
individual who oversaw
the large-scale upload
and distribution of pi-

rated Telugu films and
OTT content via the iBo
mma website and its
network of mirror site
s. He was found to have
been running the mas-
sive piracy operation
remotely from the Car-
ibbean islands.

The arrest follows su
stained pressure from
the Telugu film indus-
try, which registe red fo
rmal complaints with
law enforcement. A ca
se had been registered
against Ravi and four
other suspects bac k in
September, following
persistent compla ints
from various Telugu fil
m bodies regarding wid
espread piracy and the
resultant massive fi-
nancial losses incurred
by the industry. Film pr
oducers stated that the
rapid uploadin g of ne
wly released mo vies,
often on the very day of
their theatrical release,
caused substantial fi-
nancial damage. The
ongoing investigation
has unearthed the stag-

gering scale of the op-
eration, estimating that
Ravi illegally amassed
hundreds of crores of
rupees over several
years through the illicit
activity. Conversely, the
police investigation has
determined that the pi-
racy linked to iBomma
and its associated web-
sites has caused an esti-
mated 22,000 crores in
losses to the entire In-
dian cinema industry
over the past few years.

During Ravi’s arrest

at aflat in Rain Vista A
partment in Kukatpally,
Cyber Crime police sei
zed crucial evidence, in
cluding hard disks, co
mputers, and high-defi-
nition (HD) prints of se
veral unreleased mov-
ies. The police have suc-
cessfully identified and
accessed the servers
used by the suspect, ma
naging to hold back cer-
tain film content that
was prepared and ready
for illegal uploading.
The police are now pri-

marily focused on es-
tablishing the full ex-
tent of the operation: w
hether Ravi acted alone
or was part of a broad-
er network, who else wa
s involved, and the geo-
graphical spread of th
eir operations. The po-
lice are expected to re-
veal more details to the
media in the coming da
ys, noting that cases ha
ve been registered agai
nst iBomma across var-
ious states, including
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The arrest
serves as a major vic-
tory for the Telugu Film
Anti-Piracy Team, whi
ch had previously filed
numerous complaints
and even engaged in a
public challenge with
the website's adminis-
trators, prompting the
Cyber Crime police to
intensify their focus on
dismantling the net-
work, which had previ-
ously led to the arrest
of agents in states like
Bihar and Uttar Pra
desh.
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Minister for IT and In-
dustries Duddilla Srid-
har Babu articulated a
bold vision for Telanga-
na, declaring the state's
strategic intent to emer
ge asIndia’sleading Ae-
ro-Engine Capital’ by
the year 2030. Speaking
at the ‘Empowering At-
manirbhar Bharat: In-
dia’s Aerospace & Defen
ce Manufacturing Sum-
mit’ held at the Indian
School of Business (ISB)
in Hyderabad, the Min-
ister affirmed that the
State government is pro-
actively preparing a
comprehensive road-
map. This detailed strat-
egy aims to foster a glob-
ally competitive aero
space and defence (A
&D) ecosystem through
close, intensified collab-
oration betwe en lead-
ing international and
national industries, cou-
pled with strong sup-
port from key academic
and research institu-

tions. Sridhar Babu em-
phasized the state’s ad-
vantageous position,
noting that foundational
initiatives taken by ear-
lier Congress govern-
ments were instrumen-
tal in establishing Telan
gana as a strategic de-
fence hub, providing it
with a significant head
start in building a com-
plete end-to-end A&D
value chain.

The Minister connect-
ed the state’s ambitions
to the global context,
noting that the current
rapid geopolitical devel-
opments and worldwide
supply chain disrup-
tions are compelling
countries to seek credi-
ble, reliable, and depen
dable partners like In-
dia. Telangana is deter-
mined to leverage this
strategic shift through
focused policy and pre-
paredness. He highlight-
ed the strength of In-
dia’s defence sector,
citing the nation's de-
fence production cross-

ing 1.5 lakh crore last
year, coupled with de-
fence exports recording
an impressive 12 per-
cent growth. These fig-
ures, he said, clearly re-
flect arapidly increasing
global trust in India’s
manufacturing capabili-
ties. Integrating A&D as
a critical sector is part
of Telangana’s overarch
ng long-term visi on to
achieve a monumental
$3 trillion economy by
2047. The State current-
ly hosts more than 25
major national and in-
ternational A&D compa-
nies and over 1,500 MS-
MEs that are actively
strengthening the 'Tel-
angana brand' in global
markets. The sector’s
remarkable growth is
evidenced by its export
performance: aerospace
exports surged from
15,900 crore in 2023-24
to a staggering 30,742
crore in just the first
nine months of the cur-
rent fiscal year (2024

-25).

Sridhar Babu detailed
several key investment
projects that are sub-
stantially expanding the
State’s manufacturing
capacity. He cited the re-
cent operationalization
of the Tata-Safran aero-
engine facility at Adi-
batla, an investment val-
ued at 425 crore. Furth
ermore, the State is an-
ticipating the imminent
commissioning of the
JSW Defence UAV man-
ufacturing unit ( 800
crore investment) and
Premier Explosives’
new defence production
facility ( 500 crore). The
Minister concluded by
assuring the summit at-
tendees that numerous
other global companies
are currently engaged
in advanced stages of
discussion for major in-
vestments in Telangana,
underscoring the state's
robust future prospects
as a leading hub for aer-
ospace manufacturing
and technological inno-
vation in India.

Telangana to Emerge as India’s
'Aero-Engine Gapital’ by 2030

Minister eéthakka

TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025

Minister Seethakka,
speaking at the State-
level Conference of
Mandal Samakhya
Presidents, passionate-
ly articulated the ambi-
tious social and eco-
nomic goals of Chief
Minister Revanth Red-
dy's government under
the Indira Mahila Shak
ti program. The Minis-
ter's central declaratio
n was the governme
nt’s unwavering resol
ve to enroll one crore
women into Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) and ac-
tively work to elevate
every single member to
the status of a 'million-
aire' (Koteeswarulu).
Addressing the newly
elected Mandal Sam-
akhya Presidents, she
acknowledged the
skepticism surround-
ing this bold promise
but asserted that the
dream is already being
realized, noting that
many Mandal Samakh
yas are already manag-
ing and utilizing sub-
stantial funds amount-
ing to crores of rupees.
She stressed that the
Chief Minister deeply
believes that the finan-
cial security and hap-
piness of women are
fundamental to the
well- being of the en-
tire family, which is the
driving force behind
the acceleration of em-
powerment through
Mahila Shakti.

The Minister high-

lighted the remarkable
journey and economic
evolution of women's
groups in the state. She
pointed out their pro-
gression from using
basic welfare schemes
to reaching a point of
such financial strength
that they are now capa-
ble of providing rental
buses to the RTC (Road
Transport Corporation
). She reported impres-
sive financial statis-
tics, stating that the
government is facili-
tating at least 20,000
crores in bank loans
annually to SHGs. Cru-
cially, she underscored
the exceptional credit-
worthiness of these
groups, citing their
outstanding 99 percent
loan repayment rate,
which has led banks to
proactively offer them
credit. Minister Seeth-
akka contrasted this
reliability with the ac-
tions of major corpo-
rate loan defaulters,
suggesting that finan-
cial institutions con-
sider the women of Tel-
angana more trust
worthy. She also linked
therise of SHGs to pov-
erty alleviation, noting
that these groups have
successfully acted as a
major check against
the historical exploita-
tion by usurers, which
was a key driver of ru-
ral distress and unrest
in the state.

Minister Seethakka
detailed the significant

Vows To
Turn One Crore Women into
Millionaires Through SHGs

diversification of SHG
enterprises. Starting
from small ventures
like petrol pumps, the
groups have rapidly
scaled up to manage
and operate major
commercial ventures
such as solar power pla
nts, rice mills, and lar
ge storage warehouses.
She emphasized the
global market potential
of their locally sourced
products, specifically
citing the success of
Ippa Puvvu (Mahua
flower) Laddus made
by Adivasi women in
Adilabad, and m en-
tioned government
support for Ippa tree
cultivation in Mulugu.
The government's com-
mitment includes pro-
viding cror es of ru-
pees in business
contracts to the SHGs
and supporting the op-
eration of the wo man-
run Stree Nidhi Bank.
Furthermore, the
SHGs are now playing
a vital role in social
welfare, providing fi-
nancial support
through advances for
the construction of In-
diramma houses to
beneficiaries lacking
immediate cash. The
Minister affirmed that
these SHGs represent
the true identity and
collective economic
strength of the average
woman in Telangana,
providing not just in-
come but crucial

social insurance and
recognit ion.

Telangana Launches 'Tourism Home Stay’
Initiative to Promote Local Hospitality

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

The Telangana gov-
ernment has officially
rolled out the ‘Telangana
Tourism Home Stay’ pro-
gram, a significant new
initiative designed to
boost the state's tourism
and hospitality sector by
promoting standardized,
high-quality homestay
accommodations. The
primary goal of this pro-
gram is to substantially
enhance lodging availa-
bility across the state,
specifically targeting not
only popular tourist des-
tinations but also under-
served district centers
and rural areas. By offer-
ing visitors the option to
stay with local families,
the initiative seeks to

provide a unique and au-
thentic experience that
merges world-class hos-
pitality standards with a
deep, firsthand immer-
sion into Telangana’s
rich cultural traditions
and genuine regional
cuisine. This strategic
move aims to decentral-
ize tourism benefits and
encourage visitors to ex-
plore beyond the tradi-
tional urban hubs.

The program is care-
fully structured to en-
sure that both domestic
and international tour-
ists can consistently ex-
pect clean, safe, and com-
fortable accommodation
that adheres to pre-
scribed quality standard
s set by the department.

This commitment to
maintaining quality is
managed through a for-
mal classification and
reclassification system
for the homestay estab-
lishments, providing
clear benchmarks for
service and infrastruc-
ture. Private investors
and individuals who are
interested in developing
and operating homestay
units in the state are for-
mally invited to apply for
classification under two
distinct tiers: the Silver
category, which requires
a non-refundable classi-
fication fee of 2,000, and
the premium Gold cate-
gory, which requires a
fee of 4,000. All applica-
tion fees must be sub-
mitte d via demand draft

made payable to the
‘Commissioner/Director
of Tourism, Governme
nt of Telangana, Hyder
abad.’

The Telangana Tour-
ism Department has is-
sued a press release for-
mally inviting applic
ations from private indi-
viduals and entrepre-
neurs who wish to par-
ticipate in and develop
these homestay estab-
lishments. This collabo-
rative approach levera
ges private sector capital
and enthusiasm to rap-
idly diversify and ex-
pand the state’s lodging
capacity, moving accom-
modation options be-
yond traditional hotel
models. Interested appli-

cants can easily access
the detailed guidelines
and application forms,
which are made availa-
ble for download from
the official departmental
website, www.tourism.
telangana.gov.in, or they
can be procured directly
from the department’s
central office located in
Hyderabad.

The comprehensive
rollout of this Homestay
initiative is a strategic
step to fully capitalize on
the state’s varied tourist
potential, encouraging
visitors to spend more
time and promoting local
economies by integrat-
ing tourists directly into
the social and economic
fabric of Telangana’s
regions.

TPCC Chief: Jubilee Hills Victory

Endorse

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

TPCC President Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud as-
serted that the voters of
Jubilee Hills constituen-
cy have given their man-
date in favor of the cur-
rent government's agen
da of development and
welfare. Speaking at a
press conference organ-
ized at the R&B Guest
House in Nizamabad dis-
trict center, Goud attrib-
uted the Congress par-
ty's victory to the coll
ective effort of every
dedicated party worker.
He firmly stated that the
party is committed to de-
livering a "People’s Rule"
(Praja Palana) that align
s with the aspirations of
the public in the coming
years.Goud emphasized
the significance of the
victory, particularly
highlighting the success
of the BC candidate, Nav
een Yadav. He credited
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, the cabinet minis-
ters, and every Congress

r

worker for securing the

win for a leader from the
Backward Classes comm
unity.

According to Goud, the
massive majority
achieved by the Congress
candidate is a clear re-
flection of the public's
satisfaction with the
state government's per-
formance and its ongo-
ing welfare schemes. On
behalf of the party, he

extended special thanks
to Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy for his tire-
less efforts during the
campaign. Goud stated
that the verdict in Jubi-
lee Hills provides the
party with strong confi-
dence that the Congress
will secure 100 seats in
the upcoming general
Assembly elections and
that the government is
guaranteed to remain in

power for at least ten yea
rs. The TPCC President
reiterated the Congress
party's "commitment" to
providing 42% reserva-
tion for Backward Class-
es (BCs). He viewed the
Jubilee Hills verdict as a
strong warning issued
by the public to the BJP,
which he accused of ob-
structing the implemen-
tation of BC reservation
s. Furthermore, he as-

s Development and Welfare

serted that the clear ma
ndate once again proves
that the BRS party has
no place in the state's fu-
ture political landscape,
claiming that the public
had already decided the
BRS's fate with a "zero"
vote in the preceding Pa
rliament elections. Goud
concluded by emphasiz-
ing the decisiveness of
the victory, positioning
the Jubilee Hills result
alongside the Cantonme
nt by-election as a "slap
in the face" to the opposi-
tion parties. He expr
essed strong confidence
that the Jubilee Hills
success is a clear indica-
tor that the public will
endorse the Congress
party in the forthcoming
GHMC elections as well.
The press conference
was attended by promi-
nent leaders including
Government Advisors
Prodduturi Sudarshan
Reddy and Moha mmed
Shabbir Ali, Nizamabad
Rural MLA Bhupathi Re
ddy, and several others.
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TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025, Following the BRS
party's defeat in the Ju-
bilee Hills by-election,
BRS Working President
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR)
paid a visit to the party
President and former
Chief Minister, K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR).
KTR traveled to KCR's
farmhouse in Erravalli
for the meeting, mark-
ing the first time the two
leaders met since the by-
poll results were an-
nounced. It is reported
that KCR inquired ex-
tensively about the par-
ty's defeat in Jubilee
Hills and the subsequent
internal political situa-
tion. The leaders also
engaged in detailed dis-
cussions regarding the
party's future course of
action and strategy.

In response to the de-
feat and the prevailing
sense of disappointment
among the grassroots,
KTR has decided to hold
a crucial review meet-
ing with the Jubilee Hill

s cadre on Tuesday at
Telangana Bhavan. The
news indicates that the
Jubilee Hills party work
ers are feeling discour-
aged and frustrated fol-
lowing the unexpected

&

:

e
loss, prompting KTR to
schedule this meeting to
boost their morale and
conduct a comprehen-
sive post-mortem of the
election results. Beyond
this immediate review,

KTR Meets KCR After Jubilee Hills Defeat;
Plans Review and State-wide Tour

KTR announced broader
plans to undertake a
state-wide tour in the
coming days.

The primary objec-
tives of this tour are to
energize party workers
from the village level up-
wards and to directly en-
gage with the public to
understand their griev-
ances and issues. KTR
also affirmed the BRS
party’s commitment to
intensify its fight
against the "failures" of
the Congress govern-
ment as part of its role
as the pri ncipal opposi-
tion. The meeting with
KCR and the subsequent
mobilization plan signal
the BRS leadership's ef-
forts to regroup and re-
focus the party's ener-
gies after the recent
electoral setback.

KTR Vows to Protect
Workers After Attack;
Warns Congress Against
'‘Arrogance’

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025, BRS Working Pres-
ident K.T. Rama Rao
(KTR) issued a strong
statement following the
alleged attack on a BRS
worker, using sharp lan-
guage to warn the rul-
ing Congress party. KTR
firmly reiterated his
pre-election promise,
stating: "What I said be-
fore the election, I say
now: the responsibility
to protect every worker
in the Jubilee Hills con-
stituency, no matter
what happens to them,
is mine, and I will pro-
tect them like the apple
of my eye." KTR high-
lighted his immediate

action, noting: "I said I
would come in half an
hour, and I came today. I
will continue to come
like this in the future
too!" This was a direct
signal of his commitme
nt to the ground-level
cadre following the par-
ty's defeat.

KTR forcefully assert-
ed that the Congress
party must take respon-
sibility for the attack
carried out against the
BRS worker. He point-
edly referenced the on-
going public discourse
surrounding political
temperament, stating
that "the people are ob-
serving whose arro-

gance is at play." This
statement serves as a
counter-accusation to
the narrative of BRS ar-
rogance that often sur-
faces following their
electoral losses. He is-
sued a clear warning to
the ruling party, stating
that if the Congress par-
ty continues to "swag-
ger" (virravigite) in this
manner, the public will
eventually teach them a
lesson. The statement
was a powerful reaffir-
mation of KTR's com-
mitment to the party ba
se and a challenge to the
Congress party's con-
duct following their by-
election victory.

BRS MLC Dasoju Sravan
Slams CM's ‘Arrogance’
Post-Bypoll Win

TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025

BRS MLC Dasoju Sra
van launched a blister-
ing attack on Chief Mi
nister Revanth Reddy,
accusing him of opera-
ti ng with an air of "ar-
rogance and domina
nce" and celebrating
the Jubilee Hills by-el
ection victory as if it
were a monumental
achievement. Sravan
dismissed the win, stat-
ing that it does not rep-
resent public approval
of Revanth Reddy's ad-
ministration, as it is
"common for the ruling
party to win by-elec-
tions." He pointed out
that the Congress par-
ty has historically lost
deposits in numerous
by-elections and even
in the recent GHMC
elections, questioning
the CM's aggressive
celebratory tone. Sra-
van warned the Chief
Minister to "talk with-
out jumping up and
down," criticizing his
rhetoric which he felt
portrays him as being
impeccably pure.

Sravan detailed the
massive resources al-
legedly deployed by the
ruling party, claiming

that the CM, 15 Minis-
ters, MLAs, MLCs,
MPs, and party work-
ers, along with the
DGP, were all involved
in the Jubilee Hills
campaign. He alleged
that the Congress par-
ty spent 200 crore and
"begged" the MIM par-
ty for support to secure
the victory. Further-
more, Sravan accused
the Congress of "rig-
ging" the Jubilee Hills
by-election, drawing
parallels to electoral
fraud seen in regions
like Bihar, Rayalasee-
ma, and Hyderabad's
Old City. He asserted th
at the by-election was a
"life-or-death issue" for
Revanth Reddy, who
feared losing his Chief
Minister position if
the party had lost. Sra-
van alleged that the
CM colluded with offi-
cials, the Election
Commission, and the
MIM to ensure his
victory.

The MLC argued
that the public did not
vote for Revanth Reddy
but for the individual
Congress candidate,
Naveen Yadav. He ques-
tioned why the Con-
gress had bypassed
Azharuddin, who lost

in 2023, and why they
did not field Gaddar's
daughter in the Can-
tonment by-election de-
spite campaigning
with the late balladeer
across the state. Sra-
van reminded the CM
of his own past defeat
in the Kodangal con-
stituency and the poor
performance of Con-
gress corporators in
the Malkajgiri Parlia-
mentary seat. He fur-
ther accused Revanth
Reddy of colluding
with Bandi Sanjay (BJ
P) to secure BJP votes
and soliciting "bogus
votes" from Asaduddin
Owaisi (MIM). Sravan
accused the CM of be-
ing envious of KTR
and questioned his
leadership, suggesting
his own ministers are
working for his failure.
He likened Revanth
Reddy to Duryodhana
and pointed to past in-
cidents of alleged ver-
bal abuse and disre-
spect towards senior
party leaders like Pon-
nalla Lakshmaiah,
Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy, and even AICC
Secretary Nadeem
Javed, as proof of his
innate "arrogant and
dominant nature."

BRS Condemns Attack on Dalit
Christian Leader Rakesh Christopher

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

Former Telangana
Foods Chairman Mede
Rajiv Sagar (BRS) has
vehemently condemned
the alleged attack on Rak
esh Christopher, a senior
BRS leader and Vice
President of the Jubilee
Hills Christian Forum,
by what he termed "Con-
gress goons" in the Rah-
math Nagar area of the
Jubilee Hills constituen-
cy. Rajiv Sagar asserted
that this incident vividly
exposes the "true nature
of the Congress party,"
which he claimed is
characterized by a high-
handed attitude and con-
tempt for the marginal-
ized sections, contrary to
democratic values. He
launched a sharp cri-
tique, particularly di-
rected at the Dalit Chris-
tian leaders who had
supported the Congress
party, questioning their
silence in the face of suc
h attacks on a member of
their own community.
He demanded to know
what answer these lead-
ers could possibly give to
their community while
the party they supported
allegedly perpetrates
such violence, urging
them to break their si-
lence and challenge the
ruling party's actions.

Rajiv Sagar escalated
the significance of the
attack, describing it not
merely as an assault on
Rakesh Christopher alo
ne, but as an attack on
the entire community.
He argued that the inci-

dent clearly demon-
strates the "poor regard"
and dismissive attitude
the Congress party har-
bors toward Dalit Chris-
tians. He further alleged
that while the Congress
party feigns affection

and support for Dalit
Christians only during
election time, it quickly
reverts to such "acts of
tyranny and aggression"
once the polls are over, a
pattern he claimed is in-
herent to the party. The

BRS leader accused the
Congress, which he clai
med "won through fraud-
ulent votes due to lack of
public support," of insti-
gating such attacks to si-
lence the voice of the
people and intimidate
the Dalit Christian vot-
ers in Jubilee Hills, labe-
ling the incident as a de-
liberate conspiracy.

Rajiv Sagar strongly
criticized the inaction
following the attack. He
stated that the lack of re-
sponse from Dalit Chris-
tian leaders who had
backed the Congress,
coupled with the absence
of swift action against
the perpetrators, sug-
gests that the Congress
leadership is tacitly ap-
proving and supporting
these actions. He issued
an uncompromising de-
mand for the immediate
arrest of the "goons" w
ho attacked Rakesh
Christopher, calling for a
formal case to be filed
and for the accused to fac
e the harshest possible
punishment. He warned
the government to imple-
ment stringent measures
to ensure that such inci-
dents do not recur, em-
phatically stating that
the Dalit Christian com-
munity will not tolerate
any further attacks
against them.

TPCC Spokesperson Thanks Voters,
Criticizes BRS and BJP ‘Propaganda’

LA ——

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

TPCC Official Spokes-
person Dr. Lingam Yadav
addressed the media at
Gandhi Bhavan, starting
with a message of grati-
tude to the voters of Ju-
bilee Hills constituency.
He extended his thanks
to the electorate for en-
suring the victory of Co
ngress candidate Naveen
Yadav, who secured a
commanding 51% share
of the votes. Dr. Yadav
specifically praised the
coordinated efforts of
the party, highlighting
the collaborative work of
Mahesh Kumar Goud
and Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy, describing
them as "yoked bulls"
(Jodedduluga) who
worked tirelessly to se-
cure the win.

Dr. Yadav strongly con-
demned the propaganda
tactics employed by the
opposition parties, the

BRS and the BJP, during
the campaign. He stated
that the two parties en-
gaged in "false cam-
paigning" against Nav
een Yadav, who is a well-
educated young man
constantly available to
the public. He empha-
sized that both the BRS
and BJP also wrongly
targeted the Congress for
giving the ticket to a lead
er belonging to a Back-
ward Class (BC) commu-
nity, indicating the oppo-
sition's alleged negative
outlook towards repre-
sentation from marginal-
ized sections. He urged
the BRS and BJP parties
tolearn from their defeat
and change their appr
oach. Directing his com-
ments at the BRS leader-
ship, particularly KTR,
Dr. Yadav suggested that
the former Minister's
current remarks stem
from "frustration" fol-
lowing the loss of power.

He questioned KTR's ba-
sic political awareness,
asking if a leader who
governed the state for
ten years lacks the un-
derstanding that an op-
position party should of-
fer support to the gove
rnment. Dr. Yadav shift-

ed focus to the future, de-
fending the Chief Minis-
ter's vision, stating that
Revanth Reddy is active-
ly working to transform
Telangana into a leading
state in the country with
a strong focus on the Vi-
sion 2047 goal. He ex-

REIU

pressed confidence in
the party's future perfor-
mance, predicting that
the Congress will secure
victories in over 90 seats
in the upcoming local
body elections, including
the highly important
GHMC polls.
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Rana DaggubatiAppears
Before CID in Betting App
Promotion Gase

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

In a significant devel-
opment concerning the
ongoing investigation
into the promotion of il-
legal betting applica-
tions, prominent Telugu
actor Rana Daggubati ap-
peared before the CID
(Crime Investigation De-
partment) for question-
ing. Rana is the latest in
a series of film person-
alities to be investigated
by the CID in connection
with these cases, where
the agency has already
interrogated and record-
ed statements from sev-
eral other leading film
industry figures. The in-
vestigation seeks to de-
termine the extent of ce-
lebrity involvement in
promoting these applica-
tions and any financial
transactions associated
with their illegal operat
ion.Simultaneously, the
Hyderabad City Police is
grappling with a sophis-
ticated form of cyber
fraud targeting its top of-

ficial. Hyderabad City
Police Commissioner Sa-
jjanar issued a public ad-
visory after cyber crimi-
nals created a fake
Facebook account in his
name. The imposters are
exploiting the fraudulent
account to send decep-
tive messages to the
Commissioner’s con-

tacts, claiming to be in
an emergency and ask-
ing them to send money.
CP Sajjanar revealed
that already, one of his
friends, believing the
message to be genuine,
was duped and lost
20,000. The Commission-
er urged the public to ex-
ercise extreme caution

and not trust or respond
to any messages request-
ing money, especially
those purporting to be
from him. He strongly
advised anyone who re-
ceives suspicious links,
messages, or unsolicited
video calls to wimmedi-
ately block the source
and report the incident

to the police. Sajjanar di-
rected citizens to file
complaints regarding cy-
ber fraud through the na-
tional helpline 1930 or
via the official website,
WwWw.cybercrime.gov.in,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of immediate ac-
tion against these online
fraudsters.

November Cold Intensifies in Telangana; 11
Locations Record Single-Digit Temperatures

TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025, Telangana is
experiencing a sharp
and notable intensifi-
cation of the winter
cold during November,
with the chill becom-
ing pronounced acro ss
the state. This surge in
cold has resulted in
single-digit minimum
temperatures being re-
corded inas many as 11
different locations
across the state on Sat-
urday. The lowest mini-
mum temperature re-
corded was 8.1°C, obse
rved in both Kohir
mandal in Sangar eddy
district and Yalal man-
dal in Vikarabad dis-
trict, signifying the se-
verity of the early
winter chill.

The Indian Meteoro-
logical Department
(IMD) has issued a fore-
cast indicating that the
minimum tempera-
tures across Telangana
are expected to remain

approximately 3°C to
4°C below normal for
the next two to three
days, suggesting the
cold wave conditions
will persist. Other
mandals that recorded
single-digit tempera-
tures on Saturday in-
clude: Sirpur (8.4°C) in
Kumuram Bhe em Asi-

fabad, Bibipet (8.6°C) in
Kamareddy, Bazarhath-
noor (8.6°C) in
Adilabad,
AKkbarpet-Bhoompal-
ly (8.9°C) in Siddipet,
Rudrangi (9.0°C) in Ra-
janna Siricil la, Ramay-
ampet (9.6°C) in Medak,
Serilingampally (9.8°C)
in Rangareddy, Saran-

gapur (9.9°C) in Nir-
mal, and Varni (9.9°C)
in Nizamabad. This
widespread reporting
of near-freezing tem-
peratures confirms a
marked shift towards
colder weather pat-
terns much earlier in
the season than typi-
cally expec ted.
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TeIangana HC Web5|te Hacked;
Police Register FIR

TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025, The official
website of the Telan-
gana High Court was
subjected to a signifi-
cant cyber atta ck, an
incident that ¢ ame to
light when court staff
observed unauthorized
interference with the
site. T. Venkat eswara
Rao, the High Court
(IT) Registrar, immedi-
ately brought the cyber
attack to the attention
of the Director-General
of Police (DGP) by
lodging a formal com-
plaint. In his detailed
complaint, the Regis-
trar stated that the
High Court utilizes its
official website, tshc.
gov.in, hosted by the
National Informatics
Centre (NIC) at BRKR
Bhavan, primarily for
disseminating judicial
information—such as

cause lists and case sta-
tus updates—from its
database, as well as ad-
ministrative informa-
tion like notifications
and notices, mostly in
the form of PDF docu-
ments., The complaint
highlighted that on the
mor ning of November
11, 2025, it was discov-
ered that the PDF docu-
men ts uploaded to the
official website had
been tampered with by
unknown malicious ac-
tors. These documents
were disabled from dis-
play, and crucially,
clicking on them re-
sulted in the pages re-
directing users to an
external gaming appli-
cation/site named
“BDG SLOT.” The Reg-
istrar affirmed that
this unauthorized redi-
rection clearly consti-
tutes hacking and the

commission of a cyber-
crime, thereby severely
affecting the reputa-
tion and sanctity of the
High Court. The NIC
officials have initiated
an internal inquiry
into the hacking of the
PDF documents, thou
gh their report is still
pending. Registrar Rao
urged the DGP to direct
the concerned officials
to immediately regis-
ter a First Information
Report (FIR) re garding
the incident an d con-
duct a thorough inves-
tigation to take appro-
priate action ag ainst
the perpetrators. This
cyber security breach,
targeting a hig h-pro-
file judicial website,
underscores the ongo-
ing need for robust dig-
ital defense mechanis
ms for critical public
services.

llegal Structures Razed: Sanitation
orker Found Burned Nearby

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025, In compliance with
directives from the High
Court, the Dundigal Mu-
nicipal and Police de-
partments carried out a
joint operation to de-
molish illegal construc-
tions in the Bowrampet
area of Quthbullapur.
The enforcement action
targeted a site at Gay-
atri Garden, where un-
authorized bus parking
structures and make-
shift huts (gudisela) had
been erected without
the necessary official
permissions. Municipal
Commissioner N. Ven-
kateshwar Naik sternly
warned the public that
severe and uncompro-
mising measures will be
taken against anyone
who attempts to carry
out unauthorized con-
structions within the
municipality’s limits.
The operation saw the
participation of key of-
ficials, including Mu-
nicipal Commissioner

Fake Certificate Racket

Busted: 12 Arrested

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

The Madhapur Spe-
cial Operations Team
(SOT) police success-
fully dismantled a larg
e-scale fake certificate
racket operating out of
the Gachibowli area of
Hyderabad. The SOT
police conducted a raid
and seized a substantial
volume of fraudulent
documents and the nec-
essary equipment used
for their manufacture
from the suspects.

According to police
reports, three main per-
petrators—identified as
Mohammad, Sajid, and
Rajiv—were running a
xerox center in Indira
Nagar, Gachibowli.

This center was secret-
ly being utilized as a
hub for the manufac-
ture of various types of
counterfeit documents.

The scope of their il-
legal operation was ex-
tensive, encompassing
the production of vari-
ous fake papers, includ-
ing Police Verification
Certificates, counter-
feit Way Bills, fraudu-
lent Experience Certifi-
cates, marks memos
from various educa-
tional institutions, and
forged PAN cards. The
police successfully
tracked down the oper-
ation, arresting the
three main accused.
Furthermore, the SOT
detained an additional
nine individuals who

were found to be in pos-
session of, or had ob-
tained, certificates
from this gang, and all
12 individuals are cur-
rently being interrogat-
ed. ACP Sridhar, speak-
ing on the matter,
issued a strong warn-
ing to the public to re-
main vigilant against
fake certificate opera-
tions and explicitly cau-
tioned against resortin
g to such illegal means
to fulfill administrative
or professional require-
ments. The successful
bust highlights the po-
lice’s focus on combat-
ing document forgery
that undermines pro-
fessional and educa-
tional stand ards.

Naik, Circle Inspector
Satish, SI Ram Mohan
Reddy, Revenue Officer
Nagesh Babu, Munici-
pal Engineer Surender
Naik, and municipal
ward officers and staff,
underscoring the col-
laborative effort to en-
force urban planning
rules. However, the area
was simultaneously
marked by a tragic
incident:

a day laborer’s body
was discovered in a
burned condition wit
hin a clump of bushes
near the Quthbullapur
Municipal Office, under
the jurisdiction of the
Jeedimetla Police Sta-
tion. The deceased was
identified as Anjayya
(50), a sanitation worker.
Police who arrived at
the scene initially sus-
pect that the death may
have been accidental.
Colleagues of Anjayya
reported that he suffere
d from epilepsy (fits)
and that he would often

experience seizures
while on duty, some-
times briefly interrupt-
ing his work before he
resumed. The leading
police theory suggests
that the worker may
have suffered a seizure
and accidentally fallen
into a pile of burning
trash while disposing of
waste. Family members,
concerned after Anjay
yafailed to return home
since Friday afternoon,
initiated a search on
Saturday morning and
found his burned remai
ns near a nursery. The
body has been sent to
Gandhi Hospital for a
post-mortem examina-

tion. While police are
investigating whether
the death was acciden-
tal or due to other caus-
es, the incident has ca
used considerable
alarm in the Quthbul-
lapur area, raising sig-
nificant questions about
the safety, health exami-
nations, and monitoring
systems for sanitation
workers. There is a gro
wing public demand for
relevant officials to ad-
dress the alleged neglect
by Safety Field Assis-
tants (SFAs) and the
lack of basic facilities,
to better protect these
essential public serv
ants.

Techie Commits Suicide Due
to Marital Discord

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

A tragic incident oc-
curred within the limits
of the Gandhinagar Po-
lice Station, where an IT
employee committed sui-
cide due to persistent
family conflicts. Accord-
ing to Inspector Bose
Kiran, the deceased was
identified as Vishal Goud
(28), who resided in
Krishnanagar, Bansilal-
pet, and was employed at
TCS. Vishal Goud had
married his wife, Navya,
in December 2023. How-
ever, the couple experi-
enced frequent and in-
tense marital disputes.
Despite multiple inter-
ventions and mediations
by elders, the differences
continued to resurface.
The situation escalated
in March of this year
when Navya left the mar-
ital home to live with her
parents and did not
return.

The discord led to for-

mal legal intervention.
Two months ago, Vishal
Goud was contacted by
the Uppal police and at-
tended counseling fol-
lowing a complaint filed
by Navya. Subsequently,
a case was officially reg-
istered, and the Uppal
police called him again
on Friday, asking him to
appear at the station.
These developments
caused Vishal Goud se-
vere emotional distress
and mental agony. On

Friday morning, he en-
tered his room and failed
to emerge, causing alarm
among his family mem-
bers. Upon forcibly
breaking open the door,
the family discovered
that Vishal Goud had
hanged himself from the
ceiling fan. The police
have registered a case
based on the complaint
and are conducting fur-
ther investigation into
the circumstances sur-
rounding the suicide.
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Warangal-Karimnagar National
Highway Expansion Nears Completion

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

The expansion work
on the National High-
way (NH) stretch run-
ning for 68 km from Wa-
rangal to Karimnagar
is rapidly progressing
and is anticipated to be
completed within the
next four months. The
construction pace has
significantly accelerat-
ed over the past six mon
ths, with work nearing
conclusion in several
sections. The entire
project is being execut-
ed at an estimated cost
of 1,647 crore and will
incorporate advanced
technical facilities and
amenities along the
route. The transforma-
tion is most visible in
the stretch from Elka-
thurthi in Hanumakon-
da district up to Kari
mnagar.

The National High-
ways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) is closely

-

monitoring the develop-
ment. According to a
recent report submitted
by NHAI officials to the
District Collector, 78%
of the work has already
been completed. The fi-
nal deadline for the pro-
ject is set for March 31,
2026. The tender pro-
cess was finalized in
July 2023, following a

R—

year-long land acquisi-
tion process by revenue
officials. However, the
report also noted that
resettlement issues for
some displaced persons
are yet to be fully resol
ved in certain areas.
New proposals are also
being raised by the pub-
lic: residents of Edula-
gattupally recently met

A

with Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay to request
safety measures, citing
frequent road acci-
dents, prompting him
to take up the matter
with NH officials. Simi-
larly, residents near
Kottagattu have reque
sted a U-turn to avoid
long detours.

The status of the con-
struction work is as fol-
lo ws:

Karimnagar Dis-
trict: 35 km of the 46 km
road section has been
completed.

Hanumakonda Dis-
trict: 18 km of the 22 km
stretch has been laid.

Bridges and Struc-
tures: Six out of nine
major new bridges are
in various stages of
construction. Five or si
x of the 20 smaller
bridges are in the final
stages. Work is required
on 112 box culverts and
77 junction bridges.

Grade Separations:
One Road Over Bridge
(ROB) and one Road Un-
der Bridge (RUB) are
currently under cons
truction.

Amenities: Bus shel-
ters are yet to be con-
structed at 12 locations
along the two sides of
the highway.

Ministers Launch Free Fish and Shrimp Seed
Distribution; Focus on Fishermen Welfare

TPN Bureau | Nov 15,
2025

Ministers Ponnam
Prabhakar (Transport &
BC Welfare) and Vakiti
Srihari (Fisheries & Ani-
mal Husbandry) jointly
inaugurated the free dis-
tribution of fish and
shrimp seed, a state-wide
initiative aimed at bol-
stering the fishing com-
munity. This year, the
government plans to dis-
tribute 84 crore fish see
ds and 10 crore shrimp
seeds across 26,000 water
bodies throughout the
state. During the event at
the Yellamma Cheruvu
(tank) in Huzurnagar
town, they released 3
lakh fish seeds worth
5.17 lakh, which is ex-
pected to benefit 253 fam-
ilies of fishermen.
Across the entire constit-
uency, 38.92 lakh fish
seeds will be released
into 165 tanks, benefittin
g 4,144 families.

The scheme is design
ed to strengthen fisher-
men economically and
elevate the fisheries sec-
tor’s crucial role in the
state’s economy. The gov-
ernment already pro-
vides a Group Accident
Insurance Policy of 5
lakh to support the fami-
lies of fishermen who
die in accidents. Initia-
tives under the Indira
Mahila Shakti scheme
have also provided wom-

en’s groups in the con-
stituency with three mo-
bile fish retail outlets.
Minister Prabhakar use

d the occasion to appeal
to Minister Srihari to mo
dernize the veterinary
hospital in Huzurnagar

with a new building, com
plete the pend ing mod-
ern fish market, sanc-
tion a veterinary doctor

post, and resolve the is-
sues faced by Gopala
Mithras. Responding
positively, Minister Sri-
hari promised to mod-
ernize the veterinary
hospital, establish a fish
market, a cold storage
center, and a milk chill-
ing center in Huzurna-
gar. He also mentioned
that, following his pro-
posal, action is being tak-
en to include fish in the
menu of Gurukul scho
ols, similar to mutton
and chicken, to enhance
nutrition.

Minister Srihari prais
ed Minister Prabhakar
for his constant focus on
the constituency, ac-
knowledging his pivotal
role in securing the 123
crore budget allocation
from CM Revanth Reddy
for the Fisheries Depart-
ment. To address past ir-
regularities in distribu-
tion, Srihari announced
that signboards detailing
the type and size of the
fish seeds and the num-
ber distributed will be
erected at the water bod-
ies to ensure transpar-
ency. He noted that 5lakh
fishermen families de-
pend on the sector and
announced plans to in-
crease fish production
centers to supply fish to
other regions, while also
providing an insurance
policy of 1.40 crore for
recognized fishermen.

17 Children Fall Ill at Government Hospital

OverAdverse Reaction to Inj
|
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TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025

Seventeen chil-
dren suffered an ad-
verse reaction and
fell ill at the Gov er-
nment Hospital in
Nagarjuna Sagar,
Nalgonda district,
foll owing an admin-
istered injection.
The children had
been admitted to the
pediatric ward re-
cently while suffer-
ing from viral fever.
The incident oc-
curred on Friday
evening after the
children received a
routine injection
from the doctors.
Approximately half
an hour later, the
children began to
experience severe
sympto ms, includ-
ing vomiting and di-
arrhea, leading to a
chaotic situation in
the wa rd.The par-
ents of the affected
children immediate-

ly confronted the
doctors, arguing ve-
hemently that a
wrong injection had
been administered
instead of the in-
tended one, causing
the sudden deterio-
ration in their chil-
dren’s health. Cur-
rently, all 17 children
are receiving inten-
sive care unit (ICU)
treatment at the
same hospital. De-
spite the alarming
incident, doctors
have stated that the
children’s

health condition
is now stable. The
hospital authorities
have initiated an in-
quiry into the mat-
ter, although the
parents are demand-
ing stringent action
against the medical
staff responsible for
the alleged medical
error that led to the
mass illness.
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Participates in Social Events in

TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025

State Transport and
BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar
undertook a day-long
visit to his home dis-
trict headquarters, Ka-
rimnagar, where he en-
gaged in a mix of social
and personal engage-
ments. The Minister’s
schedule involved of-
fering condolences to
bereaved families,
blessing newly mar-
ried couples, and spen
ding time reconnecting
with childhood friends.
This outreach under-
scores the Minister’s
commitment to main-
taining close ties with
the local community
and party workers.

Minister Prabhakar
attended several wed-
ding celebrations. He
extended his blessings
to Sai Charan and
Ramya, the newly mar-

Karimnagar

ried couple, with Sai
Charan being the son
of Padishetty Bhumai-
ah, a former corpora-
tor and Karimnagar
District Secretary of
the Congress party
from Kothirampur. He
also blessed the mar-
riage of Sridhar (IAS,
Manipur), the son of
his classmate, Vidy-
amari Ramgopal. Addi-
tionally, he visited the
residence of Musku
Shyam Sundar Reddy
to bless his recently
married son, Abhilash
Reddy. The Minister al
so performed his duty
to the party cadre by
visiting the home of
Congress senior leader
Chakradhar, whose fa-
ther recently passed
away, offering his hear
tfelt condolences and
support to the grieving
family. Furthermore,
he paid respects and of-
fered floral tributes at

the residence of the
late Koduri Sailesh,
consoling his family
members.

In a personal touch,
the Minister sought
out his childhood frie
nds, including E.V. Kir
an and Venu. He visit-
ed their residences to
spend time with them,
inquiring affectionate-
ly about their well-be-
ing and the welfare of
their families. He spe-
cifically urged his frie
nds to prioritize their
children’s higher edu-
cation, aspiring for
them to become highly
successful and produc-
tive members of socie-
ty. The visit empha-
sized a focus on perso
nal connections and
community support
alongside his official
duties, reaffirming his
deep-rooted bond with
the Karimnagar com-
mu nity.

Driver Injured As Two Lorries
Collide on Rajiv Rahadari

TPN Bureau | Nov
15, 2025, A severe acci-
dent occurred on the
Rajiv Rahadari (Rajiv
Highway) on Saturday;,
near the outskirts of
Kondapaka mandal
center in Siddipet dis-
trict, involving a colli-
sion between two lor-
ries. The incident took
place when a lorry trav
eling from Hyderabad
toward Karimnagar
crashed into the back
of another lorry that
was parked on the ro
adside, actively engage
d in watering nea rby

plants and trees. The
force of the impact cau
sed severe damage to
the vehicles.

The driver of the lor-
ry that crashed, identi-
fied as Praveen (38),
sustained critical head
injuries in the colli-
sion. Information was
immediately relayed to
the emergency servic-
es, and ambulance per-
sonnel promptly ar-
rived at the accident
site.

The rescue operation
was challenging, re-

quiring the ambulance
staff to work for ap-
proximately 30 min-
utes to successfully ex-
tricate the critically
injured driver from the
wreckage of his lorry.
Praveen was immedi-
ately transported to the
Siddipet Government
Hospital for urgent
medical attention. Ac-
cording to the attend-
ing doctors, the condi-
tion of the injured
driver is reported to be
critical. Local police ar
e investigating the exac
t cause of the acci dent.
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From Bias to Business: How
a Landlady Sparked a Digital
Identity Giant

In 2011, Ashok Hariharan had
just moved from the U.S. to Mum-
bai when a strange incident
changed his life. While trying to
rent an apartment in Bandra, his
landlady hesitated—until she
found out he was South Indian. She
agreed to rent him the place based
on that alone.

“Boss, there needs to be better
ways to arrive at decisions,” Hari-
haran said, reflecting on the expe-
rience. That moment led him to
start IDfy, a digital identity verifi-
cation startup aimed at replacing
hunches with data and trust.

From that small apartment, Har-
iharan and a handful of colleagues
laid the foundation for what would
become one of India’s biggest play-
ers in the Know Your Customer
(KYC) revolution — a booming in-
dustry now valued in the hundreds
of millions of dollars.

The KYC Surge: Fueling
India’s Digital Economy

Today, KYC is no longer a back-
end compliance process — it’s the
backbone of India’s digital econo-
my. The country has over 227 start-
ups dedicated to KYC technology,
more than any other nation, in-
cluding the U.S. and the UK.

On average, 17 new KYC startups
emerge each year in India. Among

Globhal development finance has
lost its way
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The Indian digital KYC market,
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is projected to grow to $139.3 mil- .
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The Titans of Trust: Who
Rules India’s KYC Space?
According to exclusive data from

IMARC’s India KYC Market In-
sights, four companies are leading

Verification Powe

the charge in digital identity

Each has carved out a niche in
video KYC, e-verification, docu-
ment analysis, and onboarding

IDfy: From Start-Up to

IDfy was founded to tackle fake
résumés and unreliable back-
ground checks. Over time, it

China can step in but India has an edge too
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From SDGs to SDGs Denied

A decade after world lead-
ers adopted the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
and the Paris Agreement,
global development appears
to be on life support. Last
week, at the UN General As-
sembly, President Donald
Trump’s mocking dismissal
of climate change and multi-
lateralism underscored what
many feared: the era of glob-
al cooperation is
crumbling.

The SDGs, once hailed as a
universal blueprint to im-
prove human well-being,
have failed to take off. Tril-
lions of dollars in annual
funding were promised but
never materialised. Private
investment meant to be lev-
eraged through public aid
didn’t arrive. According to
McKinsey, global aid is pro-
jected to drop by up to 22%—
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leaving the SDG vision
largely unrealised.

Why It Matters—
Especially to India

In India, some welcome
this demise, labelling the
SDGs as “Western” or “anti-
national.” But that’s a flawed
view. India has historically
shaped and benefitted from
global development dia-
logues. Our own economic
reforms in 1991 were deeply
informed by global debates
and knowledge flows.

Global cooperation also
helps tackle transnational
crises like pandemics and
climate change—challenges
no single nation can resolve
alone.

India’s Development
Dilemma

Yes, the global develop-
ment system is flawed—

dominated by Western in-
terests, often hypocritical,
and increasingly irrelevant.
But walking away from it
cedes ground to China,
which is poised to become
the world’s development su-
perpower through sheer
scale.

India cannot match Chi-
na’s development finance,
but it can lead with ideas,
democratic values, and
grassroots innovation. To
do so, it must empower its
civil society and knowledge
institutions—not silence
them.

The Real Choice

This is not idealism—it’s
strategy. India must either
help reimagine global devel-
opment on equitable terms or
risk irrelevance in a new
world order where China
writes the rules.
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evolved into a full-stack KYC plat-
form. Today, it processes 65 million
verifications per month across sev-
en countries and generates close to
7188 crore in annual revenue.
Backed by investors like Blume
Ventures, TransUnion, Indi-
aMART, and Elev8 Venture Part-
ners, IDfy has raised over $60 mil-
lion in primary and secondary
funding. Its current estimated val-
uation is $126.5 million, according

India recorded over 205 crore e-
KYC transactions in 2018-19, and
after a brief regulatory dip, surged
to 416 crore transactions in

Protean: From PAN Cards to
Digital Verification Giant

Formerly known as NSDL e-Gov-
ernance, Protean eGov Technolo-
gies played a key role in India’s
early digital infrastructure. Initial-
ly managing PAN validations and
pension infrastructure, the com-
pany eventually shifted focus to
digital identity.

a's Billion-Dollar KYC In

India e-KYC Market
Market Share by End User, 2024 {in %)

Now, as a licensed KYC User
Agency (KUA) and Other Service
Agency (OSA) under Aadhaar, Pro-
tean processes 1.2 million e-KYC
transactions every day, working
with thousands of financial insti-
tutions nationwide.

Its long-standing government
ties and national infrastructure
give it a unique edge in scale and
reliability.

HyperVerge: Making KYC
Work Even in Rural India

HyperVerge, a Bengaluru-based
startup, began in an IIT Madras
dorm with a dream to fix govern-
ance tech. Its biggest test came
with Jio — it had to build a system
that worked just as well on rural
2G networks as it did in metros.

HyperVerge’s Al-based selfie
and liveness detection tech passed
rigorous global benchmarks, in-
cluding those from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. Today;,
it powers KYC for sectors far be-
yond banking — including insur-
ance, e-commerce, and telecom.
Perfios: Digitising Credit and
Compliance

Perfios — short for “Personal Fi-
nance One Stop” — started in 2008
to help consumers manage money.
But its founders, V.R. Govindara-
jan and Debashish Chakraborty,
soon discovered the real bottleneck
was inside banks.

By digitising loan application
and compliance processes, Perfios
transformed from a consumer app
into a key enabler for NBFCs and
banks, helping them speed up cred-
it decisions and customer

The Video KYC Breakthrough

The real turning point for the in-
dustry came in 2016 with the intro-
duction of video KYC. Instead of
paperwork and in-person meet-
ings, users could now verify their
identity via a short video call.

Regulators were quick to adapt.
SEBI first allowed brokerages to
experiment with video-based on-
boarding, and by 2020, the RBI of-
ficially recognised video KYC as a
valid method. The impact was in-
stant — the industry scaled
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A Billion-Dollar Future, But
Who Regulates It?

India’s KYC startups have now
raised over $111 million in funding
and are becoming prime acquisi-
tion targets for large banks and
depositories.

Yet, despite their critical role,
these firms operate in a regulatory
grey zone. Banks carry the compli-
ance risk, but no regulator directly
oversees the KYC vendors
themselves.

Still, their influence is
undeniable.

The Last Mile of Trust

India’s digital boom—pow-
ered by Aadhaar, UPI, and mo-
bile internet—has trans-
formed how we transact. But
it’s the KYC industry that
closed the loop, turning ac-
cess into trust.

From apartment rejections
to billions in verifications,
companies like IDfy, Protean,
AuthBridge, HyperVerge, and
Perfios have turned identity
into infrastructure — and
compliance into opportunity.

As the digital economy
grows, these companies will
remain the silent engines be-
hind every verified identity,
every bank account opened,
and every loan disbursed.

In today’s India, trust isn’t
just earned — it’s verified.

India’s Semiconductor Mission Gains
Momentum with Emerging State Clusters

India’s push to become a
global semiconductor hub is
entering a decisive phase,
backed by the 76,000 crore
($9.1 billion) India Semicon-
ductor Mission (ISM). With a
strategic mix of central and
state-level incentives, the
country is aiming to fast-
track decades of semicon-
ductor ecosystem develop-
ment within just a few years.

The ISM provides up to
50% fiscal support for eligi-
ble fabrication units, out-
sourced semiconductor as-
sembly and test (OSAT)
facilities, and compound
semiconductor projects. In
parallel, states like Gujarat,

Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka
have launched additional in-
centive packages, stream-
lined clearances, and built
sector-specific infrastruc-
ture—mirroring the success-
ful models seen in global
tech hubs across the U.S.,
such as California and
Texas.

India’s strategy includes
not only manufacturing but
also innovation. The Design
Linked Incentive (DLI)
Scheme encourages chip de-
sign and intellectual prop-
erty creation through R&D
grants, prototyping support,
and access to Electronic De-
sign Automation (EDA) tools

and fabrication services.

These clusters are more
than just factories. They aim
to create comprehensive eco-
systems where design hous-
es, component suppliers, aca-
demia, and advanced R&D
facilities work together—
forming the bedrock of long-
term competitiveness and
export-readiness.

For the U.S., this creates a
natural partner in supply
chain diversification and tal-
ent access. India’s vast pool
of engineering talent and its
design expertise comple-
ment America’s existing
manufacturing and research
strength. Strategic collabo-

ration with India offers
Washington a trusted pro-
duction base beyond East
Asia—a priority as security
considerations begin to out-
weigh cost in semiconductor
decisions.

For India, U.S. experience
in building integrated manu-
facturing clusters provides a
tested roadmap to scale op-
erations beyond design to
full-spectrum semiconductor
production, enhancing both
resilience and self-reliance.

With the stakes high and
global demand surging, In-
dia’s semiconductor ambi-
tion is no longer just aspira-
tion—it’s active execution.
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PM Modi Reviews Progress of Surat Bullet
Train Station

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday vis-
ited the under-construc-
tion bullet train station in
Surat to review ongoing
work on the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed
Rail Corridor (MAHSR),
India’s first bullet train
project. The visit comes as
construction accelerates
across key stretches of the
508-km corridor, a flagship
infrastructure initiative
being executed with Japa-
nese collaboration.

Modi arrived at Surat
airport in the morning
and proceeded to the
Antroli area, where one of
the project’s major sta-
tions is taking shape. Offi-
cials from the National
High Speed Rail Corpora-
tion Limited (NHSRCL)
briefed him on construc-
tion milestones, structural
progress, and upcoming
phases of the project. They
also presented updates on
station design elements,
passenger mobility sys-
tems, and integration with
local transport networks.

The MAHSR corridor
spans approximately 508
km, including 352 km
across Gujarat and the Un-
ion Territory of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, and 156 km
in Maharashtra. The Surat

station is expected to serve
as one of the busiest nodes
on the route, given the
city’s status as a commer-
cial and textile hub. Offi-
cials said construction at
the site has progressed sig-
nificantly, with major civil
works nearing
completion.

Modi emphasised the
project’s potential to trans-
form regional connectivi-
ty, reduce travel times, and
boost economic activity.
Once fully operational, the
high-speed rail corridor is
expected to cut travel be-
tween Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to around two

hours—Iless than half the
current duration.

The Prime Minister’s
visit is part of a broader
review of infrastructure
projects in Gujarat, where
construction on the bullet
train corridor is currently
most advanced. NHSRCL
officials said they are on

track to meet revised dead-
lines for commissioning
key sections, though work
in Maharashtra continues
tomove at a comparatively
slower pace.

The PM is expected to re-
view additional develop-
ment projects during his
Gujarat visit.

India’s Veiled Dig Over Pak Heading UN Panel On
Sanctions Against Taliban

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India sharply criticised
Pakistan’s leadership
roles in key UN Security
Council committees, call-
ing them “obvious and
outright conflicts of in-
terest” during a debate on
the Council’s working
methods on Friday. In-
dia’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN, P.
Harish, delivered the re-
marks while underscor-
ing the need for transpar-
ency and impartiality in
the functioning of the
Council’s subsidiary
bodies.

Although Harish did
not directly name Paki-
stan, his comments clear-
ly referenced Islamabad’s
chairmanship of the 1988
Taliban Sanctions Com-
mittee and its co-chair po-
sition in the Counter-Ter-
rorism Committee. India
has long argued that Paki-
stan’s vested interests and
past record of providing
safe havens to UN-sanc-
tioned terrorist groups
make it unsuitable for
such roles. “Council mem-

bers must be prevented
from chairing committees
when they have vested in-
terests,” Harish said. “Ob-
vious and outright con-
flicts of interest can have
no place in the Council.”

The 1988 Sanctions
Committee has authority
over travel bans and asset
freezes targeting Taliban
members. India has previ-
ously faced delays secur-
ing travel clearances, in-
cluding for Afghan
Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi’s visit last
month. Harish criticised
the opaque decision-mak-
ing process within such
committees, noting that
rejection of listing pro-
posals for terrorists re-
mains secretive and inac-
cessible to non-Council
members. India and the
US have repeatedly seen
China block attempts to
sanction leaders of
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad un-
der the 1267 Sanctions
Committee.

Harish also called for
transparency in selecting

committee chairs and
“pen-holders”—members
who lead drafting respon-
sibilities for specific is-
sues. He urged reforms to
curb politically motivated
extensions of outdated

UN mandates, referring
indirectly to the UN Mili-
tary Observer Group in
India and Pakistan (UN-
MOGIP), which India con-
siders obsolete.
“Mandates that have

INDIA

outlived their utility must
not be allowed to continue
for narrow political inter-
ests,” he said, advocating
sunset clauses to stream-
line UN operations and
ensure accountability.

India and Canada Deepen Cooperation on Critical
Minerals, Trade, and Investment

TPN Correspondent | Chennai

India and Canada have
taken significant steps to
strengthen their economic
partnership, focusing on
critical minerals, clean en-
ergy, and expanded invest-
ment opportunities. The

k

progress came during the
7th India-Canada Ministe-
rial Dialogue on Trade and
Investment, held in New
Delhi under the frame-
work of the New Roadmap
2025. The dialogue was co-
chaired by India’s Com-

merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal and
Canada’s Minister of Ex-
port Promotion, Interna-
tional Trade, and Econom-
ic Development, Maninder
Sidhu, who visited India
from November 11 to 14.

In a joint statement is-
sued on November 14, 2025,
both nations highlighted
their commitment to deep-
ening long-term supply
chain cooperation in criti-
cal minerals—an area vi-
tal for global clean energy
transitions and advanced
manufacturing. These
minerals, essential for bat-
teries, renewable technolo-
gies, and electronic compo-
nents, have become
strategically important as
countries work to diversify
supply chains amid rising
global demand.

The ministers agreed to
enhance collaboration in
clean energy, emphasizing
the shared goal of acceler-
ating sustainable indus-
trial growth. The partner-
ship aims to support
new-age industries and en-
sure stable access to min-
erals central to transition-
ing toward greener
economies.

Beyond critical miner-
als and clean energy, In-
dia and Canada also an-
nounced plans to expand
trade and investment op-
portunities in sectors in-
cluding aerospace and

dual-use capabilities—ar-
eas seen as high-potential
for innovation and tech-
nology-based coopera-
tion. The two sides com-
mitted to identifying
specific investment pro-
jects and strengthening
business-to-business link-
ages to maximize the ben-
efits of bilateral
engagement.

The meeting under-
scored the importance of
resilient and mutually
beneficial economic ties,
particularly at a time
when global supply
chains continue to face
geopolitical and logistical
challenges. The ministers
reaffirmed their inten-
tion to work closely
through established insti-
tutional mechanisms to
advance negotiations, re-
move trade barriers, and
promote smoother invest-
ment flow.

Overall, the latest min-
isterial dialogue marks a
renewed chapter in India-
Canada relations, setting
a strong foundation for
strategic, long-term coop-
eration across emerging
and traditional sectors.
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‘No Sorrow In Defeat, No
Arrogance InVictory’: RJD
After Bihar Poll Defeat

TPN Correspondent |
Patna

A day after suffer-
ing one of its worst
defeats in the Bihar
Assembly elections,
the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) on Saturday
said that “ups and
downs” are natural in
the “endless journey
of public service.” In
a post on X, the party
described itself as the
“voice of the poor”
and vowed to continue
raising issues con-
cerning marginalised
communities. “Public
service is an unceas-
ing process, an end-
less journey. Ups and
downs are inevitable
in it. No sorrow in de-
feat, no arrogance in
victory,” the state-
ment read in Hindi.

The Tejashwi Ya-
dav-led party man-
aged to win just 25 of

the 243 seats—its sec-
ond-worst perfor-
mance after 2010,
when it had won 22
seats. The setback
comes five years after
the RJD emerged as
the single largest par-
ty in the 2020 election
with 75 seats. Despite
the decline in its tally,
the RJD secured the
highest vote share
this year at 23%, out-
performing both the
BJP by 2.92 percent-
age points and Chief
Minister Nitish Ku-
mar’s JD(U) by 3.75
points.

The broader Maha-
gathbandhan alliance
also suffered a steep
fall, winning only 35
seats. The Congress
bagged six seats, down
from 19 in 2020, while
the CPI(ML)L won
two, the CPI(M) one,
and the CPI failed to

make any gains. In
contrast, the ruling
NDA surged to a domi-
nant victory with 202
seats. The BJP se-
cured 89 seats and the
JD(U) 85, while Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) won 19. Hindu-
stani Awam Morcha
claimed five seats and
the Rashtriya Lok
Morcha four.

Among smaller par-
ties, AIMIM secured
five seats, while
Prashant Kishor’s Jan
Suraaj Party and
Mukesh Sahani’s VIP
failed to open their
accounts.

Bihar voted in two
phases on November 6
and 11, recording a
historic turnout of
over 66%—its highest
since 1951—with wom-
en voters outpacing
men at 71.6% com-
pared to 62.8%.

Rahul, Kharge Huddle
After Bihar Poll Rout;
Congress Flags ‘Vote Chori’

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

A day after its poor
performance in the Bi-
har Assembly elections,
the Congress leadership
met in New Delhi on
Saturday to assess what
went wrong and to re-
new allegations of ir-
regularities in the elec-
toral process. The party
won only six of the 61
seats it contested—its
second-worst perfor-
mance in the State since
2010, when it secured
just four seats.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and Con-
gress president Mall-
ikarjun Kharge con-
vened the review
meeting at the party
headquarters. They
were joined by AICC
general secretary (Or-
ganisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal, treasurer Ajay
Maken and Bihar in-

charge Krishna Allava-
ru, party sources said.

The leadership dis-
cussed organizational
weaknesses, seat-shar-
ing dynamics within the
alliance, and the party’s
failure to convert its
vote share into victo-
ries. According to insid-
ers, several leaders ex-
pressed concern that
the Congress’ grass-
roots machinery in Bi-
har has weakened over
the years, making it in-
creasingly dependent
on allies for electoral
support.

At the same time, the
party doubled down on
its “vote chori” (vote
theft) allegation, ques-
tioning the role of the
Election Commission.
Congress leaders
claimed discrepancies
in counting patterns
and alleged that officers
at several booths acted

under political pres-
sure. The Election Com-
mission has not re-
sponded to the charges,
but officials said earlier
that the elections were
conducted “free and
fair.”

Senior leaders also
highlighted the need for
a deeper analysis of the
party’s declining sup-
port base in states like
Bihar, where it once
held considerable influ-
ence. The discussion is
expected to continue at
future strategy ses-
sions, with a full report
to be submitted to the
Congress Working
Committee.

Despite the setback,
party sources said Ra-
hul Gandhi emphasised
rebuilding the organisa-
tion in Bihar from the
ground up, ahead of fu-
ture state and national
elections.
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Trump Rolls Back Tariffs on Key Food Imports Amid
Inflation Concerns

Awami League
Intensifies Protests
Against Yunus Regime

TPN Bureau | Washington
US President Donald

14-15
November

Mationwide protests, demonstrations, and

Our sfrugg-le =

will continue...

resistance programs on Friday and Saturday

16-17
November

A total nationwide shutdown
on Sunday and Monday

THE MOVEMENT WILL CONTINUE
UNTIL YUNUS RESIGNS.

TPN Correspondent | Dhaka

The Sheikh Hasina-led Bang-
ladesh Awami League has esca-
lated its confrontation with the
interim government headed by
Muhammad Yunus, announcing
a fresh wave of nationwide pro-
tests and shutdowns. The party;,
which has been banned by the
current regime, declared that its
movement will continue until
Yunus resigns, accusing the No-
bel laureate of yielding to pres-
sure from hardline Islamist
groups by announcing a referen-
dum alongside upcoming
elections.

“Our struggle will continue...
Nationwide protests, demonstra-
tions, and resistance programs
on Friday and Saturday, Novem-
ber 14 and 15. A total nationwide
shutdown on Sunday and Mon-
day, November 16 and 17,” the
Awami League said in a state-
ment. The party added that its
recent Dhaka lockdown had
been “immensely successful,”
prompting it to amplify its agita-
tion through the weekend.

In a fiery message, the Awami
League framed the protests as a
battle for the nation’s democrat-
ic survival. “Dhaka stands still...
Yet beneath this eerie calm lies
the thunder of anation’s heart—
a collective roar against illegiti-
mate power,” it said, likening the
current “lockdown” to a political
uprising rather than a public
health measure.

Protests have gathered mo-
mentum in recent days, especial-
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ly in Awami League strongholds,
buoyed by recent interviews giv-
en by Sheikh Hasina from
abroad. The political climate has
grown increasingly tense ahead
of November 17, when the Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal is set
to deliver its verdict against
Hasina in a trial she has dis-
missed as politically motivated.
She has accused foreign powers
of orchestrating her removal in
order to install Yunus.

The interim government, how-
ever, has dismissed claims of
successful protests. The Chief
Adviser’s Press Wing said that a
viral video allegedly showing
Dhaka Metropolitan Police Com-
missioner Sheikh Mohammad
Sajjat Ali endorsing the lock-
down was fabricated using arti-
ficial intelligence. “No record of
such a statement can be found,”
the government said, accusing
the Awami League of spreading
misinformation.

Defence Minister Khawaja
Warns India, Afghanistan

TPN Correspondent | Bhutan,

In a fresh provocation, Paki-
stan’s Defence Minister Khawa-
ja Asif has claimed that the
country is “fully prepared” to
face a two-front war with India
and Afghanistan. His remarks
come amid heightened regional
tensions following a recent ter-
ror attack in New Delhi, alleg-
edly linked to Pakistan-based
group Jaish-e-Mohammed,
which Kkilled at least 13 people.

Speaking to alocal news chan-
nel, Asif declared, “We are
ready; we are prepared to face
both the eastern (India) and
western (Afghanistan) borders.
Allah helped us in round one,
and He will help us in round
two. If they want the final
round, we have no option but
war.”

The statement follows a blast
in Islamabad earlier this week
that killed 12 people. While the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) claimed responsibility,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
had accused groups “supported
by India” of involvement — a

claim New Delhi has firmly re-
jected in the past.

Asif also warned both India
and Afghanistan against “any
misadventure,” saying, “Paki-
stan will never initiate aggres-
sion, but we will respond force-
fully if provoked.” He further
alleged that the Taliban-led gov-
ernment in Kabul was fragment-
ed, accusing some factions of
maintaining links with India.

“Some are linked with India,
and some have their strings
pulled elsewhere. These inci-
dents are preludes to aggression
that could happen from the Af-
ghan side — in reality, Indian ag-
gression waged through Afghan-
istan,” Asif claimed, without
offering evidence.

This is not the first time Asif
has accused Afghanistan of
fighting “India’s proxy war”
along the Durand Line. His com-
ments have sparked strong reac-
tions across diplomatic circles,
with observers warning that
such rhetoric could further
destabilize an already volatile
region.

Trump on Friday re-
versed course on his
earlier trade stance,
rolling back tariffs on
more than 200 food
products—including
beef, coffee, bananas
and orange juice—as
voter frustration over
high grocery prices
grows. The exemptions
took effect retroactive-
ly at midnight on
Thursday and signal a
notable shift for Trump,
who has long main-
tained that his sweep-
ing import duties were
not contributing to
inflation.

Speaking aboard Air
Force One, Trump con-
ceded for the first time
that tariffs “may in
some cases” raise pric-
es, though he insisted
the country has “virtu-
ally no inflation.” The
move follows Demo-
cratic victories in re-
cent elections in Vir-
ginia, New Jersey and
New York City, where
affordability—particu-
larly food costs—was a
dominant concern
among voters.

Trump also said he
plans to push forward
with a $2,000 payment
to lower- and middle-
income Americans
next year, funded by

tariff revenues. “The
tariffs allow us to give a
dividend... We'’re going
to do a dividend and
we’re also reducing
debt,” he told
reporters.

The administration
on Thursday an-
nounced new frame-
work trade deals that
will eliminate tariffs on
specific foods and other
imports from Argenti-
na, Ecuador, Guatema-
la and El Salvador.
More agreements are
expected before the end
of the year.

The tariff rollbacks

cover widely used
household staples that
have seen sharp price
increases. Ground beef
prices were up nearly
13% in September,
while steaks rose al-
most 17%, the largest
jump in more than
three years. Produce
such as bananas and to-
matoes also saw year-
over-year increases.

Overall, the cost of food
at home rose 2.7% in
September.

Industry groups
largely welcomed the
exemptions. FMI-Food
Industry Association
president Leslie Sara-
sin said the action
should help consumers
and manufacturers
alike. However, some
sectors expressed dis-

appointment, including
the Distilled Spirits
Council, which criti-
cized the continued tar-
iffs on imports such as
Scotch and Cognac.
Despite the rollback,
Trump signaled no fur-
ther changes are
planned, saying pric-
es—especially for cof-
fee—would fall “in a
very short period.”

UN Security Council to vote on November 17 on
Trump’s Gaza plan

TPN Correspondent |
London

The United Nations
Security Council
(UNSC) is preparing to
vote on Monday, No-
vember 17, 2025, on a
resolution that would
formally endorse U.S.
President Donald
Trump’s proposed
Gaza peace plan, ac-
cording to diplomatic
sources. The vote fol-
lows intensified nego-
tiations led by Wash-
ington aimed at
securing broad inter-
national backing for a
framework intended to
solidify the fragile
ceasefire that ended
the two-year conflict
between Israel and
Hamas.

Over the past week,
American diplomats
circulated a draft text
to the 15-member Coun-
cil, seeking to translate
the political momen-
tum generated by the
ceasefire into a long-
term roadmap for sta-
bility in Gaza. The pro-
posal is designed to
reinforce commitments

made during the U.S.-
brokered talks and to
encourage both sides to
adhere to mechanisms
that prevent renewed
violence.

Diplomats said the
resolution would not
only endorse the U.S.

plan but also outline
obligations for human-
itarian access, recon-
struction efforts, and
monitoring arrange-
ments to ensure com-
pliance by all parties.
While the text has gar-
nered interest among

several Council mem-
bers, negotiations have
centered on language
regarding sovereignty,
security guarantees,
and oversight—issues
that have historically
divided the Council
during deliberations

on the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict.

The United States
has argued that endors-
ing the peace plan at
the UN would send a
unified message en-
couraging regional ac-
tors and international

donors to support post-
conflict recovery in
Gaza. Some Council
members, however,
have raised concerns
about whether the pro-
posal sufficiently ad-
dresses Palestinian po-
litical aspirations and
the long-term status of
Gaza.

Monday’s vote is ex-
pected to be closely
watched, as any of the
five permanent mem-
bers—China, France,
Russia, the United
Kingdom, or the United
States—holds veto pow-
er that could halt the
resolution. Should the
measure pass, it would
mark a significant dip-
lomatic milestone for
Washington and signal
a potential shift in in-
ternational engage-
ment with the Gaza
question.

If adopted, the reso-
lution could set the
stage for renewed nego-
tiations aimed at forg-
ing a more comprehen-
sive peace in the
region.

“I'm A Grok Guy”: JD Vance Claims Elon Musk’s Al Is The
“Least Woke"

TPN Correspondent | New
York City

US Vice President JD
Vance on Thursday
called Grok—Elon
Musk’s artificial intel-
ligence system—the
“least woke” among
major Al platforms,
during an appearance
on Fox News with host
Sean Hannity. The re-
marks came as the two
discussed the growing
influence of Al in poli-
tics, media, and every-
day life.

When Hannity joked
about being a “Grok
guy,” Vance quickly
agreed, saying he
shared the preference.
He went on to explain
that his personal test
for evaluating any Al
system is whether it
provides what he con-
siders an “objective an-
swer” instead of a
“woke answer.” Prais-
ing Musk’s Al tool, he
said, “I think it’s the
best. It’s also the least
woke. I'm always ask-
ing myself, if I ask an
Al a question, is it go-
ing to give me an objec-
tive answer, or is it go-

ing to give me a woke
answer?”

Hannity later teased
Vance about whether
he had tried Grok’s

most unrestrained set-
ting, known as “ex-
treme mode.” Laugh-
ing, Vance replied, “I
have not, Sean. I don’t

want the media to at-
tack me.” The feature is
a part of Grok 3’s “Un-
hinged” mode, unveiled
earlier in 2025 by

Musk’s AI company
xAI. The mode is de-
signed to offer unfil-
tered, personality-driv-
en responses, though it

remains available only
to premium
subscribers.

Elon Musk shared
the exchange on X (for-
merly Twitter) on No-
vember 14, captioning
it enthusiastically:
“Grok rocks!”

This is not the first
time Vance has praised
the AI tool. In a previ-
ous interview with for-
mer Musk aide Katie
Miller, he mentioned
using Grok to generate
images for a picture
book he created with
his children. “We actu-
ally made a ‘big cats’
version where we wrote
it ourselves, but I used
Grok to make the actual
images,” he said.

Grok 3 also made
headlines earlier in
the year when, in re-
sponse to a user’s po-
litically charged ques-
tion, it unexpectedly
listed Donald Trump,
Elon Musk, and JD
Vance as the three in-
dividuals “doing most
harm to America,”
prompting widespread
attention and debate
about Al bias.
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DGFT Restricts Plain Silver Jewellery coideases siightiy as
Traders Eye U.S.

Imports to Curb FTAMisuse

The Directorate Gen-
eral of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) has announced
new restrictions on the
import of plain silver
jewellery, effective im-
mediately, unless ex-
pressly authorised. The
move, issued through
Notification No.
34/2025-26 on Septem-
ber 24, 2025, aims to
curb misuse of India’s
Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) and prevent
large-scale imports of
silver disguised as fin-
ished jewellery. Most of
these imports, accord-
ing to an analysis by
The Hindu, have been
coming from Thailand.

The decision comes in
response to a sharp rise
in silver jewellery im-
ports in recent months.
Between April and June
2025, India’s imports
jumped to $235.1 mil-
lion, up 270.6% from
$63.4 million during the
same period in 2024. Im-
ports from Thailand
surged 330% in the
same quarter, from $50.9
million to $219 million.
This trend continued in
July 2025, with total sil-

ver jewellery imports
increasing to $148.5 mil-
lion, a 255.6% rise from
$41.8 million in July
2024, and imports from
Thailand rising 288.5%
to $142.7 million.

The Commerce Minis-
try noted that these im-
ports circumventing
FTA provisions were ad-

versely affecting domes-
tic manufacturers and
posed challenges to em-
ployment in the jewel-
lery sector. To address
this, plain silver jewel-
lery will now be allowed
into India only with a
valid import authorisa-
tion issued by the DGFT.
This framework is de-

signed to allow genuine
trade while preventing
unfair practices that
undercut local
businesses.

The government stat-
ed that the measure will
provide a level playing
field for India’s jewel-
lery manufacturers,
safeguard small and me-

Thai Silver Influx

dium enterprises, and
protect livelihood op-
portunities for workers
in the sector. By regulat-
ing imports more strict-
ly, India aims to balance
international trade
commitments with the
protection of domestic
industry, ensuring sus-
tainable growth and em-

ployment in the silver
jewellery market.
These restrictions
mark a significant step
in curbing FTA misuse
and promoting fair
competition in India’s
jewellery industry
while securing the in-
terests of both manu-
facturers and workers.

Indian Rupee Hits Multi-Year Lows Against
US Dollar, Outlook Mixed

The Indian rupee traded
within a narrow range on
Thursday, hovering at 88.6250
against the U.S. dollar at 10:30
a.m. IST, slightly stronger
than Wednesday’s close of
88.69. The currency touched a
record low of 88.7975 earlier
this week and has fallen over

3% this quarter, marking its
steepest quarterly decline
since April-June 2022. Over-
all, the rupee has depreciated
nearly 30.6% against the dol-
lar since 2014, raising con-
cerns about further weakness
ahead.

Brokerage firm Care Edge

cited multiple pressures on
the rupee, including U.S. sec-
ondary tariffs, a recent in-
crease in H-1B visa fees, and
sustained foreign portfolio
investor (FPI) outflows. De-
spite these challenges, the
brokerage expects the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) to

intervene as needed to curb
excessive volatility. Their
forecast anticipates the USD/
INR rate to settle between 85
and 87 by the end of FY26,
supported by a softer dollar, a
stronger yuan, India’s man-
ageable current account defi-
cit, and potential progress on

a U.S.-India trade deal.

Several factors are provid-
ing some support to the ru-
pee. The U.S. dollar index has
weakened around 10% year-
to-date, aided by a 25-basis-
point rate cut in September
and expectations of further
Federal Reserve easing.
Meanwhile, the Chinese yuan
has strengthened 2.5%
against the dollar this year,
benefiting from a weaker dol-
lar, supportive PBOC policy,
and buoyant Chinese equity
markets.

India’s current account def-
icit is expected to remain
manageable at 0.9% of GDP
in FY26, helped by range-
bound crude oil prices and
resilient services exports.
Care Edge noted that even if
U.S. tariffs persist at 50%, the
deficit may widen only slight-
ly t01.2-1.3% of GDP, remain-
ing sustainable.

Investors are closely moni-
toring global macroeconomic
developments, trade policies,
and domestic interventions,
as these will be key in deter-
mining the near-term trajec-
tory of the rupee against the
dollar.

S&P Maintains India’s FY26 GDP Growth

S&P Global has main-
tained its projection for
India’s economic
growth at 6.5% for the
current financial year,
citing resilient domes-
tic demand that would
offset external head-
winds from rising U.S.
tariffs and slower glob-
al growth. In its Eco-
nomic Outlook Asia-Pa-
cific Q4 report, the
rating agency high-
lighted factors support-
ing India’s GDP, includ-
ing a largely benign
monsoon, cuts in in-
come and goods and ser-
vices tax (GST), and ac-
celerating government
investment.

The S&P forecast
aligns with the Reserve
Bank of India’s own
projection of 6.5%
growth for 2025-26.
Fitch Ratings recently
upgraded its GDP
growth forecast for In-
dia to 6.9% from an ear-
lier estimate of 6.5%,
citing stronger-than-ex-
pected performance in

Forecast at 6.5%

the first quarter. Offi-
cial data for Q1 FY26
shows India’s GDP ex-
panded by 7.8%, signifi-
cantly exceeding expec-
tations and RBI
projections.

Domestic positives
such as a favourable
monsoon, GST reforms,
and the government’s
infrastructure push are
expected to support eco-
nomic activity. Howev-
er, the report also noted
that high U.S. tariffs,
imposed under the
Trump administration,
remain a notable risk to
India’s external sector.
These tariffs could af-
fect trade competitive-
ness and potentially
weigh on growth if
global conditions
deteriorate.

S&P’s report further
observed that compared
to June assumptions on
U.S. tariffs, China has
fared somewhat better
than other Asian econo-
mies, while Southeast
Asian countries have

faced mixed impacts.
India’s domestic con-
sumption, resilient ser-
vices sector, and gov-
ernment-led investment
are seen as mitigating

factors against such
global uncertainties.
Overall, while exter-
nal challenges persist,
robust domestic de-
mand, fiscal measures,

and infrastructure ini-
tiatives are expected to
sustain India’s growth
trajectory. The coun-
try remains well-posi-
tioned to maintain

strong economic mo-
mentum despite global
headwinds, providing
a stable outlook for in-
vestors and policy-
makers alike.

Inflation Data
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Gold prices eased by 125 to
31,12,430 per 10 grams in do-
mestic futures trading on
Thursday, mirroring a flat
trend in global markets as
traders remained cautious
ahead of key U.S. inflation
data. On the Multi Commodi-
ty Exchange (MCX), the Octo-
ber gold futures contract de-
clined 0.11% to%1,12,430 per 10
grams on a turnover of 6,314
lots, while the December con-
tract fell 2147 or 0.13% to
%1,13,500 in 11,823 lots.

In contrast, silver futures
for the December contract
rose ¥124 or 0.09% to %1,34,126
per kilogram in 17,121 lots,
with the March 2026 contract
climbing %147 or 0.11% to
31,35,563 per kg. Globally, gold
and silver futures traded flat
at $3,768.50 per ounce and
$44.19 per ounce,
respectively.

Analysts said gold re-
mained near the $3,750 level
as expectations of two U.S.
rate cuts this year limited the
dollar’s rally to a two-week
high, providing support to
bullion. Jigar Trivedi, Senior
Research Analyst at Reliance
Securities, noted that new-
home sales in the U.S. surged
to their fastest pace since ear-

1y 2022, easing fears of an eco-
nomic slowdown and compli-
cating expectations for
further Federal Reserve
easing.

Gold’s safe-haven appeal
continues to be supported by
geopolitical tensions, includ-
ing the intensifying Russia-
Ukraine war and conflicts in
the Middle East. Meanwhile,
Fed Chair Jerome Powell em-
phasized the challenge of bal-
ancing persistent inflation
with a slowing labor market.
While some policymakers fa-
vour two additional rate cuts
this year, others advocate a
slower or more aggressive ap-
proach, keeping gold prices
relatively capped.

Investors are now closely
watching U.S. macroeconom-
ic indicators, including the
final second-quarter GDP,
weekly jobless claims, dura-
ble goods orders, and the Per-
sonal Consumption Expendi-
ture (PCE) Price Index — the
Fed’s preferred inflation
gauge. Upcoming speeches by
Federal Open Market Com-
mittee members are also ex-
pected to provide fresh cues
on monetary policy, influenc-
ing bullion trends in the com-
ing days.

FDl into India Hits
50-Month High of
$11.11 Billion in July

B
SN~

Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) into India surged to a
50-month high in July 2025,
reaching $11.11 billion, more
than double the inflows re-
corded in the same month
last year. Data released by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
on Wednesday showed that
this marked the highest gross
FDI since May 2021, when
$12.32 billion had flowed into
the country.

In June 2025, gross FDI in-
flows stood at $9.57 billion,
while in July 2024, the figure
was $5.54 billion, highlight-
ing the strong year-on-year
growth. On a net basis, India
received $5.05 billion in FDI
in July 2025, compared to
$2.51 billion in June and an
outflow of $2.69 billion in
July 2024. This demonstrates
not only higher inflows but
also a significant improve-
ment in net capital move-
ment into the country.

Analysts attribute the
strong inflows to growing in-
vestor confidence in India’s
long-term growth prospects,
backed by structural reforms
and policy measures aimed at
enhancing ease of doing
business and promoting in-
dustrial development. The
uptick comes even before

S&P Global Ratings upgraded
India’s sovereign rating, and
ahead of several government
initiatives announced to fur-
ther boost economic growth.

The rise in FDI is expected
to bolster job creation, tech-
nology transfer, and sectoral
investments across indus-
tries such as manufacturing,
digital services, and infra-
structure. It also reflects
global investors’ growing in-
terest in India as a stable and
attractive investment desti-
nation amid uncertain global
markets.

Experts note that sustained
FDI inflows will play a key
role in supporting India’s
economic recovery, enhanc-
ing foreign exchange re-
serves, and facilitating capi-
tal formation. July’s record
inflows reinforce India’s po-
sition as a preferred destina-
tion for global investment,
signaling confidence in the
country’s economic funda-
mentals and policy
framework.

With continued reforms
and investor-friendly meas-
ures, India is poised to attract
even higher FDI in the com-
ing months, further strength-
ening its economic growth
trajectory.
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US Man Wins Rs 17 Grore on Scratch-0
Ticket Bought “Ona Whim’

Apple, Google, Meta Must
Face Lawsuits Over Casino-
Style Gambling Apps

A federal judge has ruled
that Apple, Google, and Meta
Platforms must face lawsuits
accusing them of promoting il-
legal gambling through casino-
style apps on their platforms.
The ruling came on Tuesday
from U.S. District Judge Ed-
ward Davila in San Jose, Cali-
fornia, who denied the tech gi-
ants’ attempts to dismiss the
claims.

The lawsuits allege that Ap-
ple’s App Store, Google’s Play
Store, and Meta’s Facebook
enabled an “authentic Vegas-
style experience” of slot ma-
chine gambling by hosting
these apps and collecting com-
missions, often as high as 30
percent. Plaintiffs contend that
these platforms knowingly
profited from apps that are ad-
dictive and harmful, contribut-
ing to mental health issues like
depression and suicidal
thoughts among users.

Apple, Google, and Meta ar-
gued that Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act
shields them from liability be-
cause they are not responsible
for third-party content posted
on their platforms. However,

Judge Davila rejected this de-
fense for most claims, stating
that the companies could still
be held accountable for their
role in facilitating and profit-
ing from these gambling apps.

While the judge dismissed
some claims based on certain
state laws, all consumer protec-
tion claims—except those in
California—were allowed to
proceed. The decision means
the companies will have to de-
fend themselves in class-action
lawsuits brought by dozens of
plaintiffs accusing them of op-
erating an illegal racketeering
conspiracy.

Thisruling signals increased
scrutiny of how major tech
platforms manage and profit
from third-party apps, espe-
cially those with potential so-
cial harms. The case highlights
ongoing concerns about the
regulation of online gambling
and the responsibilities of app
stores in protecting users.

As these lawsuits move for-
ward, Apple, Google, and Meta
could face significant legal and
financial challenges related to
their casino-style gambling
app ecosystems.

ChatGPT Launches ‘Instant
Checkout’ to Simplify In-
Chat Purchases

OpenAl has introduced a
new feature called “Instant
Checkout” that allows Chat-
GPT users in the United States
to make purchases directly
within their chat sessions. The
update aims to streamline on-
line shopping by enabling users
to confirm orders, delivery, and
payment details with a simple
tap of the “Buy” button—no
need to leave the chat.

Available to ChatGPT Pro,
Plus, and Free users who are
signed in, Instant Checkout ini-
tially supports purchases from
US-based Etsy sellers and more
than one million Shopify retail-
ers. Popular brands like Gloss-
ier, Skims, Spanx, and Vuori
are expected to join the plat-
form soon, expanding the range
of products accessible through
ChatGPT.

This feature builds on Chat-
GPT’s earlier shopping capa-
bilities, where users could ask
for product recommendations
and receive curated options
complete with images, reviews,
and prices. Now, users can com-
plete transactions seamlessly
using payment options like
credit cards, Apple Pay, Google

Pay, or Stripe—all within the
conversation interface.

In a recent blog post, OpenAl
emphasized that product sug-
gestions will remain “natural
and unsponsored,” ranked
strictly by user relevance rath-
er than paid promotions. To
sustain the service, OpenAl
plans to charge merchants a
small fee on completed
purchases.

Instant Checkout marks a
significant step toward inte-
grating Al-powered shopping
assistance with payment and
delivery logistics, aiming to en-
hance convenience for consum-
ers and boost sales opportuni-
ties for merchants.

By merging product discov-
ery, recommendation, and pay-
ment into one smooth experi-
ence, ChatGPT is positioning
itself as a new kind of online
shopping assistant, reducing
friction in the buying process
and potentially reshaping e-
commerce interactions.

As this feature rolls out, it
could redefine how consumers
shop online, turning casual
conversations into instant pur-
chasing moments.

A 32-year-old man
from Wayne County,
Michigan, has struck
gold after purchasing a
scratch-off lottery tick-
et on a spontaneous im-
pulse, winning a life-
changing $2 million
(approximately Rs 17
crore).

The lucky winner
was at Fleck’s Fresh
Mart on Michigan Ave-
nue in Canton when he
spotted the 100X
scratch-off tickets. Al-
though he didn’t usual-
ly play this particular
game, he decided to buy
afew “on a whim.” Lit-
tle did he know, his im-
pulsive choice would
lead to one of the top
prizes offered by the
Michigan Lottery.

As he scratched the
tickets, he was stunned
to find a match on num-
ber 11, revealing the $2
million jackpot. “I kept
asking myself: ‘What
does this mean?’ be-
cause I didn’t believe I
really won $2 million at
first,” the winner told
Michigan Lottery offi-

cials. In disbelief, he
asked his mother to
double-check the ticket,
and upon her confirma-
tion, excitement took
over.

“When my mom
looked the ticket over
and told me it was a $2

million winner, I was so
excited I didn’t know
what to do with my-
self!” he said. “Turning
20 into $2 million is un-
believable and still
doesn’t feel real. I don’t
think it’s going to fully
sink in until I cash the

check.”

The man has decided
to be prudent with his
newfound fortune,
choosing to put the en-
tire amount into sav-
ings to secure his finan-
cial future.

This remarkable win

highlights the thrill
and unpredictability of
lottery games, where a
moment’s whim can
lead to an extraordi-
nary payday. The 100X
scratch-off game re-
mains one of Michigan
Lottery’s most popular

offerings, boasting sev-
eral top prizes just like
this one.

As the winner pre-
pares to cash his check,
this story serves as are-
minder that sometimes
fortune favors the
spontaneous.

“America, | Love You”: Indian Woman’s Emotional
Farewell After US Layoff

Ananya Joshi, an Indian
biotechnology graduate, bid
a tearful goodbye to the Unit-
ed States after being laid off
and unable to secure a new
job. Joshi, who graduated
from Northwestern Univer-
sity in 2024 with a master’s
degree in Biotechnology,
had been working at a bio-
tech startup through the F-1
Optional Practical Training
(OPT) program.

On September 29, Joshi
shared a heartfelt video on
Instagram capturing the
emotional moment of her
departure. Despite having
come to terms with her situ-
ation, she admitted that
leaving the country was the
hardest part of her journey.
“Nothing could have pre-
pared me for this day,” she
said, reflecting on the deep
emotional impact of saying
goodbye.

In her message, Joshi ex-
pressed immense gratitude
toward the US, which she de-

scribed as her first home as
a financially independent
adult—a milestone she cher-
ished deeply. “Though short-
lived, I really appreciate the
life you gave me. AMERICA,
I LOVE YOU,” she wrote in
the video’s caption.

Joshi’s story resonates
with many international

students and professionals
who face uncertainty due to
visa restrictions and job
market challenges. After be-
inglaid off from her startup
job, she spent months
searching for new opportu-
nities but was unable to find
a suitable position, leading
to her difficult decision to

leave.

Her candid account high-
lights the challenges skilled
foreign workers face in the
US job market, especially in
highly competitive fields
like biotechnology. Despite
the setback, Joshi’s grati-
tude and affection for her
time in America remain

clear, marking a bittersweet
end to her chapter in the
country.

Her video has touched
many viewers, sparking con-
versations about immigra-
tion, career struggles, and
the emotional toll of leaving
a place that once felt like
home.

Opera Launches Neon Al Browser to Revolutionize
Web Browsing

Opera has unveiled its lat-
est innovation, Neon, an AI-
powered web browser de-
signed to take web browsing
to the next level by execut-
ing tasks and running code
directly within web pages.
This launch places Opera in
the growing race among tech
companies to develop “agen-
tic” browsers—browsers
that do more than just deliv-
er search results by actively
assisting users in complet-
ing tasks.

Neon aims to transform
the traditional browsing ex-
perience into a productivity
hub where Al can act on be-
half of users, streamlining
online activities such as
shopping, researching, and
managing workflows. A key
feature of the browser is
that all AI actions occur lo-
cally on the user’s device,
giving users full control over
when the AI operates or
pauses, ensuring privacy
and transparency.

Opera’s entry into this
space highlights the intense
competition among compa-
nies eager to redefine how
people interact with the web.
Earlier this year, Perplexity
Al introduced its Comet
browser, and The Browser
Company launched Dia,
both focused on integrating
Al to enhance user
productivity.

Meanwhile, OpenAl is pre-
paring to launch its own
Chromium-based AI brows-

er, which may incorporate
its “Operator” agent. This
feature promises to let users
browse and transact seam-
lessly without ever leaving a
native chat interface, fur-
ther blurring the lines be-

tween browsing, chatting,
and completing tasks.

With Neon and other Al
browsers emerging, the fu-
ture of web navigation looks
set to become more interac-
tive and intuitive. By embed-
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ding AI deeply into brows-
ing, these new tools aim to
save users time and effort,
offering personalized assis-
tance and smarter web
experiences.

As Al browsers like Op-
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era’s Neon hit the market,
they signal a significant
shift in digital habits—
where the browser is no
longer just a window to the
web but an active partner in
online productivity.
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Lakshya Sen Cruises Into Second Round
at Japan Masters

India’s ace shuttler Lak-
shya Sen began his Japan
Masters campaign in fine
style, advancing to the sec-
ond round of the men’s sin-
gles with a commanding
straight-game victory over
Japan’s Koki Watanabe on
Wednesday:.

Seeded seventh in the
tournament, Sen displayed
excellent control and sharp
shot selection to dominate
the proceedings. He defeat-
ed world No. 26 Watanabe
21-12, 21-16 in just 39 min-
utes, marking a confident
start to his Kumamoto Mas-
ters Japan campaign. The
world No. 15 Indian will
next face the winner of the
clash between Singapore’s
Jia Heng Jason Teh and Vic-
tor Lai of Canada.

However, it turned out to
be a mixed day for the Indi-
an contingent as Kiran
George and the mixed dou-
bles pair Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani Gadde
bowed out of the tourna-
ment after closely fought
matches.

Kiran George couldn’t
sustain his early momen-
tum, going down 20-22, 10-21

to Malaysia’s Jing Hong
Kok. In the mixed doubles
event, Kapoor and Ruthvika
fought valiantly before suf-
fering a narrow loss to the
American duo of Presley
Smith and Jennie Gai. The
Indians took the match to

three games but ultimately
fell short 12-21, 21-19, 20-22.
The tournament, part of
the BWF World Tour Super
500 series, continues to see
intense competition among
top international shuttlers.
Later in the day, HS Pran-

noy will face Malaysia’s Jun
Hao Leong, Ayush Shetty
will take on fourth seed Ko-
dai Naraoka, and Tharun
Mannepalli will meet Ko-
rea’s Hyeok Jin Jeon in
their respective first-round
encounters.

With Sen leading India’s
charge, the spotlight now
turns to whether the coun-
try’s top shuttlers can main-
tain momentum and ad-
vance further in this
prestigious badminton
event.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s Remark On Dublin Crowd Ahead Of
Ireland Clash

Cristiano Ronaldo has
once again made headlines
with his trademark confi-
dence and humour ahead
of Portugal’s crucial World
Cup qualifier against Ire-
land in Dublin on Thurs-
day. The Portuguese cap-
tain, who is just one win
away from leading his na-
tion to the 2026 World Cup
finals, said he hopes the
Irish crowd boos him — be-
lieving it could help ease
the pressure on his
teammates.

“The stadium will boo
me, I'm used to it, I certain-
ly hope they do — maybe it
will take the pressure off
other players,” Ronaldo told
reporters on Wednesday.
The five-time Ballon d’Or
winner, now 40, remains a
key figure for Portugal, who
top Group F with a five-
point lead and have two
matches remaining in the
qualification campaign.

Ronaldo, currently play-
ing for Al Nassr in Saudi
Arabia, admitted that the
match would be “difficult,”
expecting Ireland to adopt a
defensive approach and

deny Portugal space. Still,
the veteran forward empha-
sized his determination to
continue contributing to
the team’s success.

When asked about the
possibility of scoring his
1,000th career goal in the
World Cup final, Ronaldo
laughed off the notion:
“You’ve been watching too
many movies — that would
be too perfect.”

With an incredible 953 ca-
reer goals and 143 for Portu-
gal — the most by any male
international player — Ron-
aldo said his focus remains
firmly on qualification
rather than personal
milestones.

“I want to play in the next
World Cup, otherwise I
wouldn’t be here. But let’s
take it step by step,” he said.

While hinting that the
2026 World Cup could be his
last, Ronaldo declined to
elaborate on retirement
plans. “There’s no point in
being repetitive and losing
focus,” he added. “Portugal
has another opportunity to
be in another finals — that’s
what matters most.”

Croatia Qualifies as 2026 World Cup Field Takes
Shape

Croatia secured its place
in the 2026 FIFA World Cup
on Friday with a 3-1 victory
over the Faroe Islands, as
the expanded 48-team tour-
nament begins to take
shape. The World Cup will
be jointly hosted by the
United States, Mexico, and
Canada, with 43 teams qual-
ifying through continental
tournaments, two through
intercontinental playoffs,
and three host nations auto-
matically in the mix.

In Rijeka, Croatia fell be-
hind in the 16th minute to
Geza David Turi’s deflected
strike but quickly bounced
back. Josko Gvardiol equal-
ized in the 23rd minute, and
Petar Musa, returning to
the national team after two
years, put Croatia ahead 2-1
in the second half with an
assist from Josip StaniSic.
Nikola Vlasi¢ sealed the win
with a precise volley off
Ivan PeriSi¢’s cross. “Our
goal was achieved with a
game to spare in the quali-
fiers. We’ll travel to Monte-
negro for the final match in
arelaxed manner but aim to
take all three points,” said
Gvardiol.

Elsewhere in Europe, the
Netherlands drew 1-1 with
Poland in Warsaw, with

Memphis Depay cancelling
Jakub Kaminski’s opener.
Coach Ronald Koeman said
the result brought the
Dutch closer to direct quali-
fication in Group G, with
one match remaining
against Lithuania. Poland
will face Malta, which
stunned Finland 1-0 thanks

to Jake Grech’s late goal—
Malta’s first win in 2026
qualifiers and only the
fourth in its history.
Germany secured a top-
two finish in Group A with
a 2-0 win over Luxembourg,
while Slovakia defeated
Northern Ireland 1-0. The
two sides will meet in Leip-

zig to determine the group
winner.

With Europe claiming 16
direct spots, other qualified
teams include England,
France, Algeria, Morocco,
Australia, Japan, Brazil, Ar-
gentina, and New Zealand,
among others. Interconti-
nental playoffs in March
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2026 will decide the remain-
ing spots, rounding out a re-
cord 48-team World Cup.
The 2026 edition promises
broader global representa-
tion and heightened compe-
tition, as teams across all
continents battle to secure a
place in the sport’s most
prestigious tournament.
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Samson-Jadeja Mega
Trade Reshapes CSK,
Royals Ahead of IPL 2026

. indl. 4

In one of the biggest player
swaps in Indian Premier League
(IPL) history, Rajasthan Royals
(RR) have traded captain Sanju
Samson to Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) in exchange for star all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja and
England’s Sam Curran. The IPL
confirmed the blockbuster deal
on Saturday morning, just hours
before the deadline for teams to
submit their retention lists for
the 2026 season.

The move ends weeks of spec-
ulation, with reports earlier sug-
gesting that the Samson-Jadeja
trade was virtually sealed. The
formal announcement now sets
the stage for major restructur-
ing in both franchises as they
gear up for the next IPL cycle.

For CSK, Samson becomes a
marquee signing and a likely
long-term leader as the fran-
chise looks to rebuild. With MS
Dhoni nearing the end of his ca-
reer and Ruturaj Gaikwad cap-
taining last season, Samson’s ar-
rival introduces a dynamic
top-order batter and an experi-
enced captaincy option. The
30-year-old wicketkeeper-batter
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had been the face of the Royals
for several years and one of
their most consistent
performers.

Rajasthan Royals, meanwhile,
have secured significant fire-
power and experience with the
addition of Jadeja and Curran.
Jadeja, one of CSK’s longest-
serving players and a fan favour-
ite, returns to the franchise
where he first made his IPL
name—RR—after more than a
decade. His all-round ability and
finishing skills are expected to
provide the Royals with greater
balance and depth.

Sam Curran, the England all-
rounder and former IPL. MVP,
also strengthens RR’s pace at-
tack and lower-order batting.
His versatility across formats
makes him a valuable asset in
the shorter format.

The multi-player deal marks a
rare and dramatic reshuffle in-
volving franchise cornerstones.
With teams preparing for anoth-
er high-stakes season, the trade
is expected to significantly im-
pact squad dynamics and strate-
gies heading into IPL 2026.

Harmanpreet Relives Iconic
Catch That Sealed India’s
First Women’s World Cup

India’s World Cup-winning
captain Harmanpreet Kaur says
she has watched the final mo-
ment of the 2025 ICC Women’s
ODI World Cup—her full-length
diving catch to dismiss South Af-
rica’s Nadine de Klerk—*at least
athousand times.” The stunning
catch sealed India’s 52-run vic-
tory and delivered the country
its first-ever Women’s World Cup
title, a moment she says trans-
formed both her life and the fu-
ture of women’s cricket in
India.

Speaking to PTI in New Delhi,
Harmanpreet reflected on the
emotional high that followed the
triumph and how the catch has
become a symbol of India’s rise
in women’s cricket. “It’s a mo-
ment I can’t get tired of watch-
ing. Every time I see it, I relive
those last few seconds—the
noise, the pressure, the belief,”
she said.

The final at the Wankhede Sta-
dium saw India defend their total
with discipline and intensity.
But it was Harmanpreet’s ath-
letic leap at deep mid-wicket that

became the defining image of
the tournament. The captain
sprinted across, dived full-
stretch, and held on to the ball
cleanly—sparking jubilant cele-
brations on the field and in the
stands.

Harmanpreet said the win has
opened doors for women’s crick-
et in a way she had only imag-
ined. “The support, recognition,
and love we’ve received since the
victory has been overwhelming.
This trophy isn’t just for the
team—it belongs to every girl in
India who dreams of playing
cricket,” she said.

She also credited the team’s
consistent preparation and be-
lief throughout the tournament.
“We wanted to change the narra-
tive around women’s cricket in
India. Winning the World Cup
was the biggest step in that
direction.”

As the celebrations continue,
Harmanpreet said she hopes the
victory inspires greater invest-
ment in grassroots cricket and
encourages young girls to take
up the sport with confidence.
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satya's JetieeTitle  SNlaWa Urges Students to“Rise Above
Failures™

Director Ritesh Rana,
known for his hit Mathu Vada-
lara and its sequel, is teaming
up with Satya once again for a
fresh and intriguing venture.
The film, produced by Clap En-
tertainment and presented by
Mythri Movie Makers, recent-
ly revealed its title poster,
sparking amusement among
fans.

Unveiled on Children’s Day,
the poster is as quirky as it is
entertaining. It features Satya
in a squatting pose atop the
nose of ajetairplane, wielding
nunchucks, against a back-
drop of a wide-open sky that
adds a sense of scale and ad-
venture. The tagline, “I’'m done
with comedy”, adds a humor-
ous twist, perfectly comple-
menting the poster’s playful
visual, even as it hints at
Satya’s trademark style of
blending comedy with action.

The film stars Miss Universe
India Rhea Singha as the fe-
male lead, while comedians
Vennela Kishore and Ajay are
set to bring their signature
comic timing to the story. With

Poster Amuses Fans

such a cast, the film promises
a mix of action, humor, and
larger-than-1life
entertainment.

Although the project was
only recently launched, pro-
duction is expected to begin
shortly, and fans are eagerly
anticipating more updates on
the film. The poster, with its
over-the-top imagery and clev-
er tagline, has already gone vi-
ral on social media, giving au-
diences a taste of the film’s
quirky and adventurous tone.

Ritesh Rana’s previous
works have been celebrated for
their clever storytelling and
unique approach to comedy,
and Satya seems poised to con-
tinue that trend. With a mix of
action, humor, and star power,
the film is generating signifi-
cant buzz ahead of its produc-
tion start.

Asthe excitement builds, the
Jetlee title poster has success-
fully captured attention, leav-
ing fans curious and amused,
while setting the tone for what
promises to be another memo-
rable Satya film.

SanthanaPrapthirasthu:
A Humorous Take on
Male Infertility

The small-budget Telugu
film Santhana Prapthirasthu,
starring Vikranth and Chand-
ini Chowdary, hit theaters on
November 14, 2025. Directed by
Sanjeev Reddy and produced
by Madhura Sreedhar Reddy
and Nirvi Hariprasad Reddy,
the movie tackles the sensitive
issue of male infertility while
keeping the tone light and
entertaining.

The story follows Chaitanya
(Vikranth), a shy software em-
ployee in Hyderabad who
struggles to communicate with
women. A chance encounter
with Kalyani (Chandini
Chowdary) sparks romance,
and the couple eventually mar-
ries against her father’s wish-
es. The twist arises when
Chaitanya discovers he has a
low sperm count, leading to
challenges that form the core
of the narrative.

The film’s strength lies in its
comedy. Much of the humor
stems from Muralidhar Goud’s
portrayal of Kalyani’s disap-
proving father, whose constant
attempts to trouble Chaitanya
provide endless laughs. Ven-
nela Kishore adds solid comic
support, while Tharun Bhas-
cker offers a decent perfor-
mance. Abhinav Gomatam
also adds an extra layer of fun,
making the second half espe-
cially enjoyable.
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Vikranth shows significant
improvement over his debut,
effectively balancing humor
and vulnerability, while his
chemistry with Chandini
Chowdary and Muralidhar
Goud works well. Chandini’s
natural and heartfelt perfor-
mance anchors the emotional
aspects, and Muralidhar Goud
emerges as the scene-stealer
with his comedic timing.

However, the film does have
minor flaws. Emotional scenes
arrive late in the narrative,
making the final portions feel
somewhat rushed, and the ini-
tial half, particularly the love
sequences, feels generic. Edit-
ing in the first half could have
been sharper to maintain
pacing.

Technically, Sunil Kashy-
ap’s music and background
score are satisfactory, and
Mahi Reddy Pandugula’s cin-
ematography and production
values are neat. Director San-
jeev Reddy deserves credit for
handling a bold subject in a
family-friendly, humorous
way.

Overall, Santhana Prapthi-
rasthu is a fun, light-hearted
take on male infertility,
buoyed by strong performanc-
es and humor, making it a de-
cent weekend watch despite
minor pacing and emotional
shortcomings.

Popular Telugu actor
Sharwanand, busy pro-
moting his upcoming
film Biker, inspired
students at a college
event on Thursday
night, urging them to
“Rise Above Failures”
and embrace life’s
challenges with cour-
age. Biker, directed by
Abhilash Reddy
Kankara, is touted as
the first Indian film
centered on motor rac-
ing. For the role, Shar-
wanand underwent a
rigorous four-month
transformation, shed-
ding 12 kilograms
through diet, exercise,
gym workouts, and
yoga.

During his motiva-
tional address, the ac-
tor emphasized that
life is about experienc-
es rather than degrees,
money, or accolades.
“Be a good person and
success will find you.
Embrace your failures
and learn from them.
Don’t run away from
life into depression;
nothing is perma-
nent,” he told the
students.

Sharwanand spoke
candidly about his per-
sonal struggles, admit-
ting, “I did go through

lots of failures, got
cheated, felt used, but
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never

again. In real life, a

gave up. I rose

hero is defined by how
you rise above obsta-
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cles. Be patient, kind,
willing, and always

work hard. Never give
up and never run away
from responsibility.”

He also encouraged
students to take charge
of their own narra-
tives. “When it is your
story, you should be the
writer. Life has taught
me that, and I am tell-
ing you all—be the
writer of your story
and create history,” he
said.

The actor’s heartfelt
speech struck a chord,
and short reels of his
motivational talk have
quickly gone viral on
social media. Fans and
students alike praised
this rare glimpse of
Sharwanand’s inspir-
ing side, different from
his on-screen persona.

Produced by UV Cre-
ations, Biker is set for
release on 6th Decem-
ber, and Sharwanand’s
promotional tour is
generating considera-
ble excitement among
audiences. Beyond the
film, his words of resil-
ience and determina-
tion are leaving a last-
ing impression on
young minds, remind-
ing them to face fail-
ures with courage and
write their own suc-
cess stories.

Akhanda 2: Big Reveal
Set for Today

ﬁ 25

Nandamuri Balakrish-
na’s much-anticipated
Akhanda 2, directed by
Boyapati Sreenu, is gear-
ing up for a major promo-
tional event ahead of its
December 5, 2025 release.
Following the release of a
new teaser, the team
launched the first single,
The Thaandavam, at a
grand event in Mumbai
yesterday, generating ex-
citement among fans
nationwide.

The makers have now
announced that a bigger
reveal is scheduled for to-
morrow at 10 AM at Prasa-
ds Multiplex, Hyderabad.
Speculation is rife that it
could be a new video asset
from the action-packed
drama, offering fans an-
other glimpse of the high-
octane sequences and larg-
er-than-life performances
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that the film promises.
The film stars Samyuk-
tha as the female lead,
with Aadi Pinisetty essay-
ing the role of the antago-
nist. Harshaali Malhotra,
known for her perfor-
mance in Bajrangi Bhai-
jaan, makes her Tollywood
debut in Akhanda 2. Pro-
duced by Raam Achanta
and Gopinath Achanta un-
der the banner of 14 Reels
Plus, the film is presented
by M Tejaswini Nanda-
murion a grand scale.
Thaman, the acclaimed
music composer, has been
roped in to score the film’s
soundtrack, promising
chart-topping songs and
electrifying background
scores that complement
the high-octane narrative.
The film is expected to be
a visual spectacle, combin-
ing Balakrishna’s power-

SAK HANDA

ful screen presence with
Boyapati Sreenu’s signa-
ture action sequences.

With the countdown to
Akhanda 2’s release in-
tensifying, fans are ea-
gerly waiting for tomor-
row’s reveal, which could
offer a sneak peek into
the film’s action sequenc-
es or an important plot
element. The combina-
tion of a star-studded
cast, gripping storyline,
and grand production
values has already creat-
ed high expectations,
making Akhanda 2 one of
the most awaited Telugu
films of the year.

As promotional activi-
ties continue at full swing,
fans are marking their cal-
endars, ready to witness
Balakrishna in another
larger-than-life avatar on
the big screen.

Raashi Khanna Turns

Heads with Classy Yet

Bold Look During Film
Promotions

Actress Raashi Khanna is
once again making headlines,
this time for her effortlessly
stylish and bold appearance
that perfectly blends grace
with confidence. Known for
her versatility and charm,
Raashi recently stepped out in
a striking floral corset outfit
with soft, flowing drapes — a
look that instantly caught eve-
ryone’s attention.

The actress completed her
ensemble with a chunky sil-
ver neckpiece and bracelet,
adding an edgy touch to her
otherwise delicate outfit. Her
wavy hair and serene expres-
sion brought the entire look
together, exuding understated
elegance. Fans couldn’t stop
praising her for pulling off a
look that was neither loud nor
simple, but just the right bal-
ance of classy and bold — the
kind that makes you look
twice without even realizing
it.

On the work front, Raashi’s
Tollywood comeback attempt

with Telusu Kada didn’t go as
planned, and the film’s failure
reportedly left her momentar-
ily disheartened. However,
she seems undeterred, keep-
ing her focus on upcoming
projects. One of her biggest
releases ahead is Ustaad Bha-
gat Singh, alongside Power
Star Pawan Kalyan, which is
currently in the pipeline.

Meanwhile, Raashi’s Bolly-
wood journey appears to be on
a much brighter track. She is
gearing up for the release of
120 Bahadur, a war drama pro-
duced by Farhan Akhtar, slat-
ed to hit theatres on Novem-
ber 21. In the film, she plays
the wife of Major Shaitan Sin-
gh Bhati — a role she de-
scribed as both “tough and
deeply emotional.”

Balancing beauty with sub-
stance, Raashi Khanna con-
tinues to prove that she’s
more than just a pretty face
— she’s an actress who’s here
to stay, one project and one
perfect look at a time.
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