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Abhaya Hastam 
Scheme Pays 
Off with 43 
Interview 
Qualifiers
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M inister Konda 
Sure kha is a well-
known, fiery per-
sonality in Telugu 

politics, and her outspo-
ken nature has often 
drawn controversy. She 
recently made headlines 
by posting an apology on 
Twitter, which has spa 
rked widespread discus-
sion in political circles. 
This move marks a sig-
nificant departure from 
her earlier stance, par-
ticularly regarding ex-
plosive comments she 
had made previously tar-
geting the family of  a 
prominent Tollywood ac-
tor, Nagarjuna, while al-
luding to opposition 
leader K.T. Rama Rao. 
Her past remarks had 

created a storm, but they 
appear to have cooled 
down now. “I regret if  
my comments  have 
caused distress to any-
one,” her tweet read, 
leading to immediate 
speculation about the 
reasons behind this sud-
den change of  heart.

The major questions 
circulating are whether 
this shift was self-initiat-
ed after an acknowledge-
ment that such continu-
ous statements could be 
politically damaging, or 
if  it was the result of  ex-
ternal political pressure. 
Her controversial state-
ments had previously ex-

ceeded the official party 
line. The current discus-
sion revolves around 
whether her retraction 
and apology are a result 
of  genuine introspection 
or a pragmatic response 
to political maneuver-
ing, given the delicate 
climate surrounding the 
government’s relation-
ship with the film indu 
stry.

Observers familiar wi 
th Surekha’s political jou 
rney, which is defined by 
her direct and unfiltered 
communication style, 
might be surprised by 
this “Sorry.” However, 
signals suggest new po-
litical calculations are at 
play. It is understood that 
in the current atmos-
phere, where film indus-
try figures are strength-
ening ties with the 

government, continuous 
sharp criticism from a 
Cabinet Minister direct-
ed at a leading actor 
could negatively impact 
the government’s stand-
ing. This pressure may 
h ave  l e d  M i n i s t e r 
Surekha to soften her 
public statements. While 
the true motive—sincere 
regret or strategic politi-
cal  compliance—re-
mains unclear, the apol-
o g y  h a s  s e e m i n g ly 
satisfied Nagarjuna’s 
fans. Politically, the epi-
sode underscores the 
crucial need to weigh 
public statements care-
fully, as unmeasured re-
marks can cause more 
damage than political 
gain. Whether this ma 
rks a temporary silence 
or a permanent change 
in Surekha’s approach 
remains to be seen.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

P resident Drou-
padi Murmu is 
scheduled to visit 
Hyderabad on No-

vember 21 to attend the 
‘Bharatiya Kala Ma-
hotsavam’ event at the 
Rashtrapati Nilayam, 
one of  the Presidential 
Retreats. The Presi-
dent will arrive at Be-
gumpet airport on No-
vember 21 and proceed 
directly to the Raj 
Bhavan before attend-
ing the cultural event 
at Rashtrapati Nilay-
am later that day. Fol-
lowing the event, Presi-
dent Murmu will stay 
overnight at the Raj Bh 
avan. The following 
day, on November 22, 
she will depart for Put-
taparti in neighboring 
Andhra Pradesh, the 
birthplace of  the re-
vered spiritual guru 

Sri Sathya Sai Baba, 
according to a release 
from the Telangana 
government.

In related news, Vice 
President C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan will also 
be in Hyderabad just 
days earlier, attending 
an event at the Ramoji 
Film City on Novem-
ber 16. The Vice Presi-
dent is slated to reach 
the Begumpet airport 
on the afternoon of  No-
vember 16. Upon arriv-
al, he will attend a high 
tea hosted by Governor 
Jishnu Dev Varma at 
the Raj Bhavan. Fol-
lowing his engagement 
at Ramoji Film City 
later that evening, he is 
scheduled to leave for 
Delhi at 8 PM on Nove 
m ber 16, concluding 
his brief  visit to the 
state capital.

Meanwhile, Telan-
gana Chief  Secretary 

K. Ramakrishna Rao 
held a crucial meeting 
with senior officials on 
Wednesday to review 
and finalize the ar-
rangements for the 
high-profile visits of  
both the President and 
the Vice President. The 
Chief  Secretary direct-
ed all concerned offi-
cials to ensure meticu-
lous and fool-proof  
arrangements are in 
place for both dignitar-
ies. He particularly 
stressed that the secu-
rity measures must be 
executed with extra 
care and vigilance, cit-
ing the need for height-
ened security in view 
of  the “present circum-
stances,” as mentioned 
in the official release. 
The comprehensive 
meeting aimed to coor-
dinate logistics, proto-
col, and security to en-
sure both visits are 
conducted smoothly 
and safely.

Hyderabad Gears 
Up for President, 

VP VisitsMinister Surekha’s ‘Sorry’ 
Sends Political Circles Abuzz

The major questions 
circulating are wheth-
er this shift was self-
initiated after an 
acknowledgement 
that such continuous 
statements could be 
politically damaging, 
or if it was the result 
of external political 
pressure.

Relief for KCR, Harish Rao 
as Court Extends Interim 

Order In Kaleshwaram Case
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TPN Bureau | Nov 
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T h e  Te l a n g a n a 
High Court has ad-
journed the hearing 
on a series of  peti-

tions related to the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irri-
gation Project (KLIP) ir-
regularities until the sec-
ond week of  January. Th 
e petitions were filed by 
key figures from the pre-
vious regime, including 
former Chief  Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao 
(KCR), former Irrigation 
Minister T. Harish Rao, 
former Chief  Secretary 
S. K. Joshi, and senior 
IAS officer Smitha Sab-
harwal. They are seek-
ing orders from the court 
to quash the highly criti-
cal report submitted by 
the Justice P.C. Ghose 
(retd) Commission of  
Inquiry.

A bench comprising 
Chief  Justice Aparesh 
Kumar Singh and Jus-
tice G.M. Mohiuddin de-
cided to adjourn the case 
after the state govern-
ment formally requested 
additional time to pre-
pare and file its counter-
affidavits in response to 
the petitioners’ argu-

ments. The court grant-
ed the government four 
weeks to submit its coun-
ter-affidavits, followed 
by an additional three 
weeks for the petitioners 
to file their rejoinders. 
Crucially, the bench ex-
tended its existing inter-
im order, which restrains 
the state government 
from taking any punitive 
action against the peti-
tioners based on the find-
ings of  the Kaleshwaram 
Commission report. This 
interim order was ini-
tially issued on Septem-
ber 2. This extension pro-
vides temporary relief  to 

the former leaders and 
officials while the legal 
battle over the commis-
sion’s legality and find-
ings proceeds.

The state government 
had previously annou   
nced its decision to hand 
over the probe into the 
alleged KLIP irregulari-
ties to the Central Burea 
u of  Investigation (CBI) 
on September 1. Chief  
Minister Revanth Reddy 
made this announ ceme 
nt in the Assembly fol-
lowing an extensive de-
bate on the Ghose Com-
mission report. The 

petitioners' core conten-
tion is that the very con-
stitution of  the Commis-
sion was arbitrary and 
illegal, arguing it violat-
ed provisions of  the 
Commissions of  Inquiry 
Act. They further claim 
that the Commission 
made findings regarding 
their conduct and repu-
tation without adhering 
to the required proce-
dures under Sections 8B 
and 8C of  the Act, thereb 
y violating the funda-
mental principles of  nat-
ural justice. The peti 
tioners assert that the 
Commission's report is 

invalid, prejudicial, and 
defamatory. The one-
man commission, head-
ed by former Supreme 
Court judge Pinaki Chan 
dra Ghose, was consti-
tuted on March 14, 2024, 
to investigate alleged ir-
regularities in the plan-
ning, design, and execu-
tion of  the Medigadda, 
Annaram, and Sundilla 
Barrages. The Commis-
sion's report held KCR 
"directly and vicariously 
accountable" for these is-
sues and also indicted 
Harish Rao, Joshi, and 
Sabharwal.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

A  major securi-
ty alert was trig-
gered across In-
dia  fol lowing 

bomb threats directed 
at six major airports. 
Mails were received by 
the offices of  IndiGo 
Airlines and Air India 
threatening to blow up 
airports in several key 
cities. The airports 
specifically named in 
the threat mails were 
Hyderabad, Delhi, 

Mumbai, Chennai, 
Trivandrum, and Goa.

The threats necessi-
tated immediate and 
extensive security 
measures across all 
six locations. A mas-
s ive  c o o r d i n a t e d 
search operation was 
launched by bomb dis-
posal squads and secu-
rity personnel at all 
six concer ned air-
ports, confirming the 
gravity of  the threat 
and the immediate se-
curity response.

Security agencies, 

including the bomb 
squads and local po-
lice, are currently con-
ducting thorough in-
spections across the 
entire premises of  the 
six airports. The secu-
rity protocol is at its 
highest level. Further 
details on the origin of  
the threatening emails 
and the status of  the 
ongoing searches are 
awaited as authorities 
work to secure the air-
ports and track the 
source of  the mali-
cious communication.

Security Tightened 
as Six Airports Get 

Bomb Threats
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Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka hailed the selec-
tion of  43 candidates for 
the Civil Services inter-
view round as a com-
mendable achievement 
for the Rajiv Gandhi Ci 
vil Services Abhaya 
Hastam scheme. Lau 
nched by the People’s 
Government to support 
aspirants, the scheme 
has made a significant 
impact since its incep-
tion last year. To date, a 
total of  342 youth from 
Telangana have received 
financial assistance to-
taling ₹3.62 crore throu 
gh Singareni Collieries 
Company Limited (SCC 
L). The scheme’s core 
goal is to empower un-
employed youth by pro-
viding crucial financial 
aid at critical stages of  

the rigorous Civil Ser-
vices examination.

The “Abhaya Hastam” 
scheme provides ₹1 lakh 
to candidates who quali-
fy for the Mains and an 
additional ₹1 lakh for 
those who reach the in-
terview stage. This year, 
202 candidates qualified 
for the Mains and re-
ceived this financial 
encouragement.

 Out of  this group, 43 
have now successfully 
progressed to the final 
interview stage, a result 
the Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter described as highly 
praiseworthy and a tes-
tament to the state’s tal-
ent. He announced that 
these 43 candidates 
would be immediately 
provided with an addi-
tional ₹1 lakh eac h, 
along with accommoda-
tion facilities in Delhi to 
support their final prep-

aration for the personal-
ity test.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister emphasized th 
at this success validates 
the People’s Governme 
nt’s firm commitment to 
realizing the dreams of  
the state’s youth. He con-
gratulated the candi-
dates and urged them to 
excel, bringing pride to 
Telangana. He recalled 
the scheme’s initial suc-
cess in its first year, 
where it supported 140 
Mains qualifiers, 20 in-
terview qualifiers, and 
ultimately 7 successful 
candidates who are now 
serving in the Civil Ser-
vices. The increasing 
success rate in the sec-
ond year, with 43 candi-
dates advancing, solidi-
fies the profound impact 
and necessity of  this fi-
nancial support initi 
ative.

Abhaya Hastam Scheme Pays Off 
with 43 Interview Qualifiers

TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Telangana Chief  Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy is 
scheduled to attend the 
US-India Strategic Part-
nership Forum (USISPF) 
meeting in New Delhi on 
November 13th, depart-
ing on Wednesday night. 
This attendance signifies 
the state government’s 
commitment to strength-
ening economic ties and 
collaborative opportuni-
ties with the United State 
s. The event offers a hig 
h-level platform for the 
Chief  Minister to high-
light Telangana’s poten-
tial as a prime destina-
tion for foreign inv 
estment in sectors like 
IT, pharmaceuticals, and 

manufacturing.
The USISPF is a non-

profit, non-governmen-
tal, and non-partisan or-
ganization with offices 
in Washington, D.C., and 
New Delhi. Its core mis-
sion is to build, advocate 
for, and facilitate sus-
tainable partnerships be-
tween the United States 
and India through high-
impact mechanisms like 
stakeholder dialogues 
and policy consultations, 
acting as a crucial bridge 
between the two n ations.

The November 13th 
event is expected to at-
tract numerous high-
profile figures. Along-
side Chief  Minister 
Reddy, key Union Minis-

ters will also be in at-
tendance, demonstrating 
the central government’s 
commitment to the stra-
tegic partnership. Con-
firmed attendees include 
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, Rail-
ways and IT Minister As 
hwini Vaishnaw, and Un-
ion Minister Manohar 
Lal. The Chief  Minis-
ter’s participation is cru-
cial for aligning Telan-
g ana’s  specific  dev 
elopmental goals with 
the broader US-India 
economic agenda, poten-
tially securing new part-
nerships and invest-
ments vital for the state’s 
continued growth trajec-
tory in a competitive 
global market.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

HYDRA Commis-
sioner Sri A.V. Ranga-
nath stressed that de-
veloping lakes must 
prioritize their eco-
logical needs over 
mere aesthetic beauti-
fication. Speaking at 
the South India CSR 
Summit, he urged that 
lakes must be trans-
formed into vital life-
lines for all living be-
ings. He stated that 
the fundamental focus 
must be on removing 
encroachments, clear-
ing accumulated silt, 
and eliminating foul 
odors before any pe-
ripheral beautifica-
tion is undertaken. He 
specifically directed 
corporate entities uti-
lizing CSR funds to 
prioritize these core 
restoration activities 
to achieve genuine, 
sustainable environ-
mental impact.

The Commissioner 
provided a detailed 
overview of  HYDRA’s 
restoration projects, 
including Bathukam-
ma Kunta and six oth-
er lakes. He empha-
sized the critical need 
to deepen the lakes to 
boost their flood re-
tention capacity for 
effective urban flood 
management, and to 

ensure that inlets and 
outlets are properly 
functional to regulate 
water flow. He also de-
tailed HYDRA’s ef-
forts to prevent sew-
age from contam 
inating the lakes, 
which is essential for 
long-term ecological 
success and public 
health.

The Commissioner 
also appealed for the 
protection of  nalas 
(stor mwater chan-
nels), which are vital 
lifelines for the chain 
of  lakes. He noted that 
their preservation is 
necessary to effective-
ly mitigate city-wide 
floods. He quantified 
the necessity of  lakes, 
explaining that one 
acre of  lake, deepened 
by one meter, can hold 
approximately four 
million liters of  water. 
He lamented that 
about 61% of  the city 
’s lakes have vanish 
ed. He reiterated HY-
DRA’s commitment to 
restoration and called 
upon corporate bodies 
to contribute. 

He stressed the need 
to consider lakes as 
permanent assets to 
be preserved for fu-
ture generations, 
transforming the are-
as into peaceful envi-
ronments for commu-
nity use.

CM Revanth Lauds 
Telangana’s UPSC 
Mains Achievers

Minister Tummala Cracks 
Down on Latecomers

CM Revanth to Pitch 
Telangana at US-India Forum

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025, Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy 
extended his congrat-
ulations to the suc-
cessful candidates 
from Telangana who 
cleared the Union 
Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) Civil 
Services Mains Exam-
ination 2025.  The 
Chief  Minister ac-
knowledged that the 
state’s candidates 
have demonstrated 
impressive capability 
in the highly competi-
tive exam. Many of  
these achievers were 
direct beneficiaries of  
the state  gover n-
ment’s Rajiv Civil Ser-
vices Abhaya Hastam 
scheme, an initiative 
designed to provide fi-
nancial backing to as-
pirants from economi-
cally disadvantaged 
backgrou nds. The 
government provided 
financial aid of  ₹1 lakh 
to each candidate 
from Telangana who 
qualified and ap-
peared for the Mains 

examination this year, 
continuing the pro-
gram launched last 
year. The scheme, im-
plemented with the 
support of  Singareni 
Collieries Company 
Limited (SCCL), aims 
to provide essential fi-
nancial stability for 
intensive preparation. 
This year, 202 candi-
dates received this 
aid. The effectiveness 
of  the scheme is clear, 
as 43 of  the beneficiar-
ies have now success-
ful ly  cleared the 
Mains results and 
qualified for the final 
interview round, un-
derscoring the posi-
tive impact of  this tar-
geted governmental 
support.

This supplementary 
financial boost is in-
tended to fully cover 
the costs of  meticu-
lous preparation for 
the final personality 
test, ensuring they 
can focus entirely on 
achieving their goal 
without f inancial 
burden. 

wTPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

Minister for Agricul-
ture, Marketing, Co-op-
eration, Handlooms, and 
Textiles, Sri Tummala 
Nageswara Rao, conduct-
ed unannounced inspec-
tions across the head-
quarters of  his depar 
tments on Wednesday, 
including HACA and the 
Seed Corporations. The 
purpose of  these sur-
prise checks was to en-
force greater efficiency 
and adherence to strict 
disciplinary standards 
across the state admin-
istr ation.

During his rounds, the 
Minister expressed se-
vere displeasure over the 
lack of  punctuality amo 
ng several high-ranking 
officers. He noted with 
frustration that out-
sourced personnel were 
timely, while regular em-
ployees, particularly 
General Manager and 
Manager level officials, 
showed negligence towa 
rds their duty timings. 
This prompted a strong 
reprimand, with the 
Minister emphasizing 
that strict punctuality is 
mandatory and that any 
form of  negligence or 

laxity in public service 
duties will not be toler-
ated under any circum-
stances. He stres sed that 
high officials must set a 
responsible example, as 
accountability is key to 
efficient governance.

Minister Tummala is-
sued explicit directives 
to the Commissioners 
and Managing Directors 
of  the concerned depart-
ments, instructing them 
to initiate immediate dis-
ciplinary action against 
all officers who were not 
present during the sur-
prise inspection. He 
mandated that rigorous 
measures must be imple-
mented to ensure that all 
personnel,  from the 
highest-ranking officers 
to the lowest-level staff, 
strictly observe their 
duty timings. The Minis-
ter highlighted that the 
ultimate goal of  these 
stringent actions is to fos 
ter a responsible, timely, 
and responsive adminis-
trative environment. 
This action signals a 
clear zero-tolerance poli-
cy for negligence, reflect-
ing the government’s 
mandate to revitalize the 
bureaucratic machinery 
and improve citizen ser-
vice delivery.

Restore Lakes 
for Life, Not 
Just Looks: 

HYDRA Chief
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TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Irrigation & Civil Sup-
plies Minister Capt N. Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy an-
nounced that systematic 
and scientific efforts are 
underway to salvage the 
damaged Medigadda, 
Annaram, and Sundilla 
barrages of  the Kalesh-
waram project. After 
chairing a review meet-
ing, the Minister stressed 
that the government’s 
priority is to restore the 
barrages responsibly, 
thereby protecting the 
massive public expendi-
ture incurred during the 
previous BRS regime. 
The Minister noted that 
reports from the Vigi-
lance, National Dam 
S a f e t y  A u t h o r i t y 
(NDSA), and Judicial 
Commission all pointed 
to systemic failures and 
irrational decisions, 
leading to the Medigadda 

collapse and leakages in 
the other two barrages, 
citing lapses at both po-
litical and engineering 
levels.

Recognizing the criti-
cism faced by the Irriga-
tion Department’s Cen-
t r a l  D e s i g n s  O r g a 
nisation (CDO), the gov-
ernment decided to en-
gage highly qualified in-
dependent technical 
institutions. They ap-
proached the Central 
Water Commission (CW 
C) for guidance, which 
advised that designs pre-
pared by experienced ex-
perts would be vetted 
and approved by them. 
The government subse-
quently invited Requests 
for Proposals (RFPs) 
from reputable firms, 
prioritizing those with 
formal tie-ups or MoUs 
with premier institu-
tions like IITs or other 

Government of  India 
technical bodies. Once 
floodwaters recede, the 
Pune-based Central Wa-
ter and Power Research 
Station (CWPRS) will 
conduct a series of  tests, 
including geo-physical 
and hydraulic investiga-
tions, to determine the 
extent of  the dam age.
The Minister confirmed 
that five agencies were 
initially shortlisted, 
from which three will be 
selected for the final 
stage. The chosen con-
sultant will use CWPRS 
data to prepare detailed 
designs and cost esti-
mates for restoring all 
three barrages. Minister 
Uttam Kumar Reddy 
made it clear that the en-
tire cost of  testing and 
repairs will be borne by 
the original contractors 
responsible for the dam-
aged structures. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka has issued strin-
gent directives to the 
Finance Department of-
ficials for the immediate 
release of  ₹163 crore to-
wards critical pending 
dues. These funds are 
designated for crucial 
welfare schemes, specif-
ically covering pay-
ments related to Sched-
uled Caste (SC) and 
Minority Gurukul insti-
tutions, as well as the es-
sential Midday Meal 
Scheme across the state. 
The directive was is-
sued on Wednesday 
evening following a 
comprehensive review 
meeting held by the 
Deputy CM at Praja 

Bhavan. The meeting 
brought together key of-
ficials from the Finance 
Department and admin-
istrators of  the Gurukul 
institutions to assess 
the financial require-
ments and bottlenecks 
affecting the education-
al welfare progra ms.
During the focused ses-
sion, the Deputy Chief  
Minister provided spe-
cific breakdowns for the 
required immediate re-
leases. He instructed 
that ₹51.36 crore must be 
disbursed immediately 
to cover pending diet, 
rent,  and cosmetic 
charges for all SC Gu-
rukuls, hostels, and 
their affiliated institu-
tions across Telangana. 
This substantial alloca-
tion is vital for ensuring 

the students’  basic 
needs and living condi-
tions are met without 
further delay. Similarly, 
he mandated the release 
of  ₹47.61 crore to settle 
pending diet and rent 
dues pertaining to Mi-
nority Gurukuls and 
other educational insti-
tutions serving the mi-
nority communities. 
This two-pronged ap-
proach underscores the 
government’s commit-
ment to uplifting stu-
dents from historically 
disadvantaged and mar-
ginalized sections of  so-
ciety, ensuring their ac-
cess to high-quality 
education remains un-
interrupted by adminis-
trative financial bac 
klogs.

In a further move to 
shore up school nutri-
tion programs, the Dep-
uty CM also directed the 
officials to immediately 
release a significant 
sum of  ₹63.92 crore to-
wards pending pay-
ments related to the 
Midday Meal Scheme. 
This specific directive 
aims to ensure that the 
scheme, which provides 
nutritious meal s to mil-
lions of  school students, 
operates smoot hly and 
that local suppliers and 
service providers are 
paid promptly. Recalling 
the People’s Govern-
ment’s commitment, 
Bhatti  Vikramarka 
highlighted the substan-
tial enhancements made 
to student welfare since 
the administration took 

office. The diet charges 
for students in Gurukul 
and hostels were in-
creased by a notable 
40%, and the cosmetic 
charges were boosted by 
a massive 200%, explic-
itly to ensure students 
receive highly nutri-
tious, diverse, and qual-
ity food, alongside bet-
t e r  p e r s o n a l  c a r e 
provisions.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister emphasized 
that despite these finan-
cial boosts, administra-
tors must never compro-
mise on food quality and 
must rigorously adhere 
to the government-pre-
scribed menu. To en-
sure transparency and 
accountability, he fur-
ther instructed officials 
to conduct regular, 

scheduled inspections 
of  all government edu-
cational institutions. 
These mandatory visits, 
to be conducted as per a 
fixed calendar, are de-
signed to review the fa-
cilities and provisions 
being offered to the stu-
dents on the ground. He 
also directed that de-
tailed and prompt re-
ports of  these visits 
must be submitted by 
the concerned adminis-
trators to maintain con-
tinuous oversight. Fi-
n a n c e  D e p a r t m e n t 
Principal Secretary 
Sandeep Kumar Sulta-
nia and other senior of-
ficials participated in 
the crucial review meet-
ing, committing to the 
Deputy CM’s directives.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

Minister Vakit Sri-
hari strongly criti-
cized the BRS leaders’ 
allegations regarding 
the Jubilee Hills by-
election, comparing 
their attitude to peo-
ple with jaundice see-
ing everything as yel-
low. He specifically 
called out the BRS for 
falsely claiming that 
the Congress Party en-
gages in tactics that 
were habitual to the 
BRS itself. He stated 
that the BRS leaders 
talking about the Con-
stitution and democ-
racy was hypocritical, 
like “devils reciting 
the Vedas.” The Minis-
ter accused BRS lead-
ers of  shedding croco-
dile tears over de 
mocracy, arguing that 
it was the BRS Party 
that “murdered democ 
racy” during its ten 
years in power, alleg-

ing they made illegal 
arrests and stifled the 
right to speak.

Minister Srihari 
contended that while 
the movement for Tel-
angana was fought on 
the promise of  water, 
funds, and jobs, KCR 
misled the public into 
believing he alone 
achieved statehood, 
leading to a decade of  
state regression. He 
pointed out that if  the 
current government 
acted like the BRS, ML 
As like Sudhir Reddy 
and Erravelli Dayakar 
Rao, who were seen 
violating election 
codes in Jubilee Hills, 
wo u l d  h ave  b e e n 
jailed. He argued that 
the BRS is attempting 
to malign the govern-
ment because they 
know the public ver-
dict in the Jubilee 
Hills election is not in 
their favor, leading to 
their frustrated outb 

ursts.
Minister Srihari as-

serted that the Elec-
tion Commission con-
ducted the Jubilee 
Hills by-election con-
stitutionally, allowing 
people to vote freely 
according to their 
will. He dismissed the 
BRS’s arguments as 
baseless rhetoric born 
out of  the fear of  de-
feat. He warned BRS 
leaders not to harbor 
the illusion that their 
baseless criticism of  
the Chief  Minister 
and Ministers, often 
highlighted by “pink 
media,” would fool the 
public. He advised the 
m to control their lan-
guage, or face the con-
sequences from the 
public. He concluded 
by stating that the 
public’s disillusion-
ment with the BRS is 
why the Congress Par-
ty was voted into 

pow er.

TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Transport Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar held 
a review meeting with 
key officials at the Secre-
tariat to tighten the plan 
of  action for continuous 
enforcement within the 
Transport Department, 
aiming to drastically re-
duce road accidents. The 
gover nment has de-
signed this robust action 
plan to ensure strict ad-
herence to road regula-
tions and mete out se-
vere penalties for violat 
ions.

To intensify enforce-
ment, the Minister an-
nounced the formation 
of  33 district-level teams 
and 3 state-level Flying 
Squad teams across Tel-
angana. These teams 
will conduct mandatory, 
daily surprise checks, 
with specific enforce-
ment areas communicat-
ed by senior officials as 
early as 6 AM each day. 
The primary focus areas 
for these enforcement 
teams will include illegal 
overloading by lorries 
and buses,  mineral 
transport violations 
(sand, fly ash, stone, 
building materials), ve-
hicle fitness, pollution 
norms, and pending e-
challans. Violating vehi-
cles face additional pen-
alties and immediate 

seizure, particularly in 
cases of  overloading. 
Each team will comprise 
a DTC, MVI, AMVI, and 
other staff, including 
personnel recently relo-
cated from canceled 
check-posts. The Minis-
ter, however, strictly pro-
hibited the teams from 
harassing auto-rick-
shaws carrying passen-
gers or tractors used for 
agricultural purposes.

Key enforcement guid 
elines mandate a month-
long rotation of  staff  for 
the state enforcement 
squad for statewide sur-
prise che cks. The JTC-
Hyderabad and all DTCs 
must ensure at least one 
enforcement team is op-
erational on the road at 
all times, including on 
public holidays. Regions 
like Hyderabad, Ranga 
Reddy, Nalgonda, Mah-
bubnagar, Adilabad, and 
Sangareddi must inspect 
inter-state contract car-
riage (CC) buses at least 
twice weekly. Immediate 
seizure is mandated for 
goods vehicles and buses 

with expired fitness cer-
tificates, chronically 
over-speeding vehicles, 
and all overloaded goods 
vehicles. Overloaded ve-
hicles will not be allowed 
to offload the excess 
goods. Following a rece 
nt bus accident in Chev-
ella, the Minister re-
viewed actions taken, 
noting that 2,576 cases 
were filed in the previ-
ous week, including 352 
against overloaded lor-
ries and 43 against buses. 
The Minister also direct-
ed the acceleration of  
Automatic Testing Sta-
tions, comprehensive 
training for Transport 
Department staff, and 
initiating steps to issue 
permits for ‘Women Au-
tos’ to boost female em-
ployment. Lastly, he in-
structed officials to orga 
nize innovative aware-
ness programs, includ-
ing essay competitions 
and establishing Chil-
dren’s Awareness Parks 
in all districts, as part of  
the upcoming Road Safe-
ty Month.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

TPCC President and 
MLC Mahesh Kumar 
Goud interacted with 
the media at Gandhi 
Bhavan, expressing 
strong confidence in 
the Congress Party’s 
political future in Tel-
angana. He asserted 
that the Congress gov-
ernment would remain 
in power for the next 
ten years, facing no 
challenge. Goud also 
predicted a definite 
victory for the party in 
the ongoing Jubilee 
Hills by-election, prais-
ing the diligent work 
of  ministers and party 
incharges. He noted 
that while polling per-
centage should have 
been higher, city dwell-
ers and youth must 
come forward to vote.

Goud dismissed alle-
gations of  rigging by 
BRS leaders, stating 
such activities are no 
longer possible in mod-
ern political eras. He 
attributed the BRS’s 
accusations to the “ag-
ony of  defeat.” He criti-
cized the BRS, saying 
their discussion of  de-
mocracy was hypocrit-
ical, akin to “devils re-
citing the Vedas,” give 
n their alleged stifling 
of  democratic rights 
during their decade in 
power. He credited the 
Congress government 
with implem enting 
welfare schemes un-
matched by any other 
state in the country.

Goud stated that the 
Congress candidate in 
Jubilee Hills is a major 
asset and that a “posi-
tive wave” is evident in 

Telangana, guarantee-
ing the Congress’s re-
turn to power. Regard-
ing the upcoming 
Local Body elections, 
he stated the party is 
ready to proceed ac-
cording to the High 
Court’s directives and 
is consulting with the 
AICC. He highlighted 
the Congress’s commit-
ment to providing 42% 
statutory reservations 
for BCs, claiming that 
the BJP at the Center, 
through leaders like 
Bandi Sanjay and Kis-
han Reddy, is obstruct-
ing this move because 
they do not want the 
BC community to pros-
per. He also dismissed 
BRS’s “fake surveys” 
on paid YouTube chan-
nels as a temporary 
game born out of  their 
fear of  losing.TPN Bureau | Nov 

12, 2025
Minister for Reve-

nue, Housing, and In-
formation & Public 
Relations Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy has di-
rected officials to 
complete the develop-
ment works at the Sri 
Sammakka Saralam-
ma Temple in Medar-
am, Mulugu district, 
on a war footing by 
December 20. He is-
sued a stern warning 
that there would be no 
compromise on qual-
ity, and any deviation 
would not be tole 
rated.

Minister Srinivas 
Reddy, along with 
Minister for Panchay-
at Raj, Rural Develop-
ment, Women and 
Child Welfare Dana-
sari Anasuya Seeth-
akka, and Minister 
for SC, ST, Tribal Wel-
fare Adluri Lax man 
Kumar, and Maha-
bubabad MP Porika 
Balram Naik, visited 
the Medaram temple 
on Wednesday. They 
o f f e r e d  s p e c i a l 
prayers to the deities 
before conducting an 
on-site inspection of  
t h e  d eve l o p m e n t 
works. Subs equently, 
the Ministers held a 
high-level  review 
meeting with senior 
officials and contrac-
tors at the Haritha 
Kakatiya Hotel to dis-
cuss the progress of  
the Jatara develop-
ment works and the 
master plan formul 
ation.

Minister Srinivas 
Reddy emphasized 
the simultaneous ex-
ecution of  civil wor 
ks, including raising 
the height of  the Gad-
delu (altars), main en-

trances, arches, and 
the construction of  
four watchtowers and 
CC roads around the 
Prakaram (compound 
wall), all to be com-
pleted by the deadline. 
He stressed the need 
for  24-hour work 
shifts,  increasing 
manpower and mate-
rials, and completing 
the road construction, 
dividers, and planta-
tion within one mo 
nth.

The Master Plan’s 
first phase includes 
constructing queue 
line sheds, four-lane 
road widening, tem-
ple development, and 
increasing the capac-
ity of  the Gaddelu 
area from 3,000 to 
10,000 devotees. He or-
dered the Irrigation 
Department to imme-
diately prepare pro-
posals for check dams 
on the Jampanna 
Vagu, as requested by 
the Chief  Minister, 
and directed the Tour-
ism Department to 
prepare beautifica-
tion proposals for the 
stream. He also in-
structed the National 
Highway officials to 
complete pending 
roadworks, including 
the Mallampalli and 
Katakshapur bridges, 
by December 15. Min-
ister Srinivas Reddy 
confirmed he would 
re-visit on November 
22 to check the pro-
gress. The Ministers 
asserted that the 
works were being 
done in consultation 
with tribal priests 
and would last for two 
hundred years, em-
phasizing that every 
rupee spent would be 
for permanent infra 
structure.

Transport Minister Tightens 
Road Safety Enforcement

Scientific Efforts Underway to 
Rehabilitate Kaleshwaram 

Barrages: Uttam

Ministers Order Swift 
Completion of 

Medaram Shrine Works

Bhatti Orders Immediate Release of ₹163 
Crore for Gurukul and Midday Meals

TPCC Chief Confident of Congress’s Future 
In Telangana After Jubilee Hills Bypoll 

Minister Vakit Srihari Slams BRS 
Allegations on By-Election



TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Following the car 
bomb blast near the his-
toric Red Fort in Delhi 
on Monday evening, the 
Union Home Ministry 
issued a high alert 
across several states, 
prompting increased 
vigilance in major cities 
nationwide. In response 
to these security con-
cerns, Cyberabad Po-
lice, under the direc-
tives of  Commissioner 
of  Police Avinash Mo-
hanty (IPS), intensified 
preventative security 

checks to ensure the 
safety of  the public and 
m a i n t a i n  l aw  a n d 
order.

CP Mohanty instruct-
ed all police stations to 
step up vigilance, con-
duct extensive checks in 
crowded areas, imple-
ment ‘Naka Bandi’ 
(checkpoints), and mon-
itor sensitive locations 
closely to prevent any 
security breaches. As 
part of  these enhanced 
security measures, a 
special operation was 
conducted in the busy 
areas under the Balana-

gar Police Station limits 
on Wednesday, led by CI 
Narsimha Raju. The 
team utilized the assis-
tance of  the Bomb De-
tection Squad (BDS) 
and officials from the 
Intelligence wing to 
conduct a thorough in-
spection of  high footfall 
areas to identify any po-
tential threats.

Balanagar police con-
d u c t e d  h o u r s - l o n g 
searches in key public 
spots to prevent any un-
toward incidents. BDS 
experts carefully exam-
ined suspicious objects, 

packages, and vehicles 
in areas including IDPL 
D-Mart, Vimala Theat-
er, Durgha Matha Tem-
ple in Raju Colony, Sai 
Nagendralayam, and 
the Narsapur Cross-
roads bus stop. CI Nar-
simha Raju assured the 
public that surveillance 
would continue to main-
tain peace and order, 
urging citizens not to 
panic. He requested that 
the public immediately 
report any suspicious 
individuals or objects to 
the police by calling 
Dial 100.
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TPN Bureau | Nov 11, 
2025

The Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF) at 
Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (RGIA) in 
Hyderabad successfully 
thwarted an attempt to 
smuggle a significant 
quantity of  high-value 
electronic items. The op-
eration, which took 
place on Wednesday, re-
sulted in the seizure of  
goods, including banned 
drones and premium 
smartphones, estimated 
to be worth approximate-
ly ₹1.4 crore.

CISF personnel be-
came suspicious of  two 
passengers shortly after 
their arrival from Abu 
Dhabi on November 11. 
Acting swiftly, their bag-

gage was subjected to 
screening via the Domes-
tic Arrival Exit Gate X-
B I S  m a c h i n e.  T h e 
screening detected a 
large consignment of  
undeclared, high-value 
electronics. The seized 

items included several 
banned drones, premi-
um smartphones, lap-
tops, and various acces-
sories,  totaling the 
substantial value of  ₹1.4 
crore. Upon questioning, 
the two passengers were 

unable to produce any 
valid purchase docu-
ments or the necessary 
import clearance re-
quired for the recovered 
commercial goods, rais-
ing immediate red flags.

Following the seizure 

and failure to provide le-
gitimate documentation, 
both passengers, along 
with the confiscated 
electronic items, were 
promptly handed over to 
the Customs authorities. 
The Customs depart-
ment will now proceed 
with further necessary 
legal action as mandated 
by law concerning the at-
tempted illegal import 
a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
banned and undeclared 
goods. This action high-
lights the continuous 
vigilance of  the CISF in 
curbing smuggling ac-
tivities at the interna-
tional airport, particu-
larly regarding items 
that pose security or reg-
ulatory concerns, such 
as drones.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

Mohammed Malik, 
a promising young 
c r i c k e t e r  f r o m 
Mallepally, Nampally, 
has secured a coveted 
spot in the BCCI Un-
der-19 India ‘A’ Team. 
This selection follows 
his exceptional perfor-
mance in the recent 
BCCI-organized Un-
der-19 Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy, where the Hy-
derabad fast bowler 
emerged as the top 
wicket-taker.

To celebrate this sig-
nificant achievement, 

Malik’s father, Mo-
hammed Abdul Sub-
han, led a celebratory 
event at the Magnet 
Infra company office 
in Lakdikapul, where 
they cut a cake and set 
off  firecrackers with 
the staff. Mohammed 
Malik acknowledged 
that his continuous 
practice and motiva-
tion were inspired by 
Indian fast bowler Mo-
hammed Siraj. Malik 
is scheduled to partici-
pate in a series against 
Afghanistan starting 
on November 17 in 
Bengaluru. The young 

fast bowler clearly ar-
ticulated his ultimate 
career ambition, stat-
ing that representing 
the senior Indian na-
tional team is his ulti-
mate dream, and he is 
determined to deliver 
his best performance 
to move closer to that 
goal. His selection 
highlights the grow-
ing talent pool emerg-
ing from the Hy-
d e r a b a d  c r i c k e t 
circuit and his poten-
tial to follow in the 
footsteps of  other suc-
cessful fast bowlers 
from the region.

TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Hyderabad is gearing 
up to host a grand three-
day exhibition of  stamps, 
coins, paper currency, 
and ancient artifacts. The 
‘HYPEX-2025’ exhibition 
is being organized by the 
Philatelic and Hobbies 
Society and will take 
place from November 14 
to 16 at the Federation of  

Telangana Chambers of  
Commerce and Industry 
(FTCCI) in Red Hills.

According to the Soci-
ety’s Secretary, Sagi Srin-
ivas Raju, and Joint Sec-
retary, Srikanth, the 
exhibition will feature 
over 60 stalls with exhib-
its from across the coun-
try. The event will be in-
augurated by the Chief  
Guest, Veena Kumari, 

Chief  Postmaster of  Hy-
derabad GPO. The Socie-
ty aims to popularize 
these hobbies by organiz-
ing exhibitions, semi-
nars, and workshops in 
schools and other institu-
tions. The organizers also 
issued a crucial public 
advisory, clarifying that 
the Society has no con-
nection with individuals 
engaging in fraudulent 

activities on social me-
dia, who often attempt to 
scam people by claiming 

to sell or buy old coins 
and notes. This exhibi-
tion offers enthusiasts a 

CISF Seizes Smuggled Drones and Electronics Worth ₹1.4 Cr At RGIA

Hyderabad Fast Bowler 
Mohammed Malik Selected 

for India U-19 ‘A’ Team

Hyderabad to Host HYPEX-2025 Philatelic 
and Hobbies Exhibition

Nigerian National Deported 
For Illegal Stay & Drug Links
TPN Bureau | Nov 

12, 2025
The Hyderabad Nar-

cotic Enforcement 
Wing (HNEW) appre-
hended and success-
fully deported a Nige-
r i a n  n a t i o n a l , 
Onyeukwu Kelechi 
Victor (28), to his na-
tive country to prevent 
him from engaging in 
activities detrimental 
to national security. 
Victor initially en-
tered India on a Stu-
dent Visa on October 
29, 2021, and enrolled 
in a BCA course in 
Bangalore. However, 
he discontinued his 
studies due to finan-
cial issues and began 
associating with drug 
offenders, working for 
a Nigerian-based drug 
supplier.

He was involved in 
drug trafficking, col-
lecting substances and 
delivering them to 

peddlers and consum-
ers in Bangalore and 
Hyderabad on a com-
mission basis to earn 
easy money. Victor’s 
visa expired on April 
21, 2024, and he had 
been staying in India 
illegally since then. 
Although no drugs 
were seized from him 
when he was appre-
hended during an op-
eration in the Banjara 
Hills police limits, he 
failed to provide prop-
er explanation or valid 
documents for his 
p r e s e n c e  i n  H y -
derabad. He subse-
quently admitted to 
overstaying his ex-
pired visa. To ensure 
his repatriation and 
prevent his re-entry, H-
NEW initiated the de-
portation process with 
the assistance of  the 
FRRO, Hyderabad, se-
curing an exit permit 
and blacklisting him 

from retur ning to 
India.

Victor was safely de-
ported from Rajiv Gan-
dhi International Air-
port in the early hours 
of  November 12, 2025. 
HNEW highlighted its 
continuous ef forts 
against foreign nation-
als involved in drug 
trafficking; since 2022, 
HNEW has apprehend-
ed 23 foreign nationals 
(15 Nigerians among 
them) staying illegally 
and involved in the 
drug trade, success-
fully deporting them. 
In 2025 alone, 11 for-
eign nationals have 
been deported. HNEW 
also appealed to the 
public to refrain from 
substance abuse and 
report any drug-relat-
ed infor mation to 
them, urging parents 
to monitor their chil-
dren to secure a drug-
free Hyderabad.

Hyderabad On High Alert After Delhi Blasts

DGP Shivadhar Reddy Unveils Book on Asaf Jahi Heritage 
TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 

2025
Director General of  

Police (DGP) B. Shivad-
har Reddy today un-
veiled the coffee table 
book, JEWELS OF ASAF 
JAHI’S - The Glory of  
WARANGAL. The book 
was authored by Kanne-
kanti Venkata Ramana, 
Joint Director of  the In-
formation and Public 
Relations Department. 
The unveiling ceremony 
took place at the DGP’s 
chamber in the DGP’s of-
fice. During the event, 
the DGP expressed his 
desire for more exten-
sive literature to be pub-
lished on the rich histo-
ry of  Telangana.

The coffee table book 
focuses on the magnifi-
cent structures built 
during the Asaf  Jahi dy-
nasty’s rule in Warangal 
city, along with the de-

tails and history of  the 
Subedars (Governors) 
who administered the 
region from Warangal. 
The DGP noted that the 
book would be highly 
beneficial for history re-
searchers and candi-
dates preparing for com-

petitive examinations. 
He commended the au-
thor, who is a public rela-
tions officer, for publish-
ing a historical coffee 
table book, enriching the 
documentation of  the re-
gion’s heritage.

While Warangal is 

typically associated 
with the Kakatiya dy-
nasty, the Thousand Pil-
lar Temple, and Bhad-
rakali Temple, the book 
sheds light on the archi-
tectural marvels built 
by the Nizams from Ka-
zipet to Mamunoor. 

These structures in-
clude the Kazipet Rail-
way Station and the 
Dhar masagar Filter 
Bed, which is the prede-
cessor of  the current 
Mission Bhagiratha wa-
ter scheme. The book 
also contains rare and 
valuable information, 
including photographs 
of  Nizam-built heritage 
structures, detailing the 
history and unique fea-
tures of  the Warangal 
Subah (province), which 
historically encom-
passed parts of  present-
day Adilabad, Karimna-
gar,  Warangal,  and 
Khammam districts, 
and the Subedars who 
governed it. This publi-
cation serves as an in-
valuable resource for 
students, history schol-
ars, and anyone inter-
ested in the layered past 
of  Warangal.

Four Arrested in Dhoolpet for Ganja Possession
TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 

2025
Mohammed Malik, a 

promising young crick-
eter from Mallepally, 
Nampally, has secured a 
coveted spot in the 
BCCI Under-19 India ‘A’ 
Team. This selection 
follows his exceptional 
performance in the re-
cent BCCI-organized 
Under-19 Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy, where the Hy-
derabad fast bowler 
emerged as the top 
wicket-taker.

To celebrate this sig-

nificant achievement, 
Malik’s father, Moham-
med Abdul Subhan, led 
a celebratory event at 
the Magnet Infra com-
pany office in Lakdika-
pul, where they cut a 

cake and set off  fire-
crackers with the staff. 
Mohammed Malik ac-
knowledged that his 
continuous practice 
and motivation were in-
spired by Indian fast 

bowler  Mohammed 
Siraj. Malik is sched-
uled to participate in a 
series against Afghani-
stan starting on Novem-
ber 17 in Bengaluru. 
The young fast bowler 

clearly articulated his 
ultimate career ambi-
tion, stating that repre-
senting the senior Indi-
an national team is his 
ultimate dream, and he 
is determined to deliver 
his best performance to 
move closer to that goal. 
His selection highlights 
the growing talent pool 
emerging from the Hy-
derabad cricket circuit 
and his potential to fol-
low in the footsteps of  
other successful fast 
b o w l e r s  f r o m  t h e 
region.
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TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

In connection with 
the Gandhi Gyan Prat-
ishthan Golden Jubi-
lee celebrations, the 
Telangana State Arya 
Vy s y a  C o r p o r a t i o n 
and Minority Corpora-
tion have launched a 
unique program to col-
lect one-foot Gandhi 
s t a t u e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
state. This initiative is 
a show of  solidarity 
with the state govern-

ment’s plan to erect 
the world’s tallest Gan-
dhi statue. The ulti-
mate goal is to collect 
one lakh (100,000) stat-
ues for a grand exhibi-
tion in Hyderabad, af-
ter which they will be 
distributed to govern-
ment and private of-
fices, educational in-
stitutions, libraries, 
police stations,  and 
public  places  to  be 
kept on tables.

To promote this ini-

tiative, the ‘Bapu Bata’ 
(Bapu’s Path) aware-
ness chariot was offi-
cially flagged of f  at 
Gandhi Bhavan today 
by  T P C C  P re s i d e n t 
Bomma Mahesh Ku-
m a r  G o u d .  H e  w a s 
joined by Telangana 
State Arya Vysya Cor-
poration Chairperson 
Smt.  Kalva  Sujatha 
and Telangana Minor-
ity Corporation Chair-
m a n  D e e p a k  J o h n . 
T h i s  p r o m o t i o n a l 

c h a r i o t  w i l l  t r ave l 
through al l  mandal 
centers across the 33 
districts of  the state, 
serving the dual pur-
pose of  collecting Gan-
dhi statues and widely 
disseminating  Gan-
dhi’s principles.

Dr. Gunna Rajender 
Reddy,  Chair man of  
the organization, and 
Gandhari Prabhakar, 
Convener of  the Gan-
dhi Vignana Kendram 
Committee, stated that 

the chariot will aid in 
conducting various ac-
tivities at the grass-
roots level to ensure 
that Gandhi’s endur-
i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  i s 
known to all .  TPCC 
President Bomma Ma-
h e s h  Ku m a r  G o u d 
praised the committee 
members for organiz-
ing this commendable 
program and assured 
them of  the par ty’s 
full cooperation and 
support at all times.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

Representatives of  
the Rythu Swarajya 
Vedika (Farmer’s Self-
Rule Platform), led by 
Sri Kiran Kumar, met 
with the Agriculture 
Minister at the Secre-
tariat today to submit 
a petition detailing the 
issues faced by farm-
ers at the field level. In 
response, the Agricul-
ture Minister directed 
state-level agriculture 
and marketing offi-
cials to address the 
concerns raised by the 
delegation and clarify 
their doubts.

The Minister as-
sured the delegation 
that the state govern-
ment is taking all nec-

essary steps to resolve 
farmers’ issues in the 
markets. However, he 
noted that farmers are 
currently facing prob-
lems in cotton pro-
curement due to a lack 
of  adequate support 
and cooperation from 
the Central Govern-
ment. The Minister 
mentioned that the 
state has requested 
the Centre’s permis-
sion to purchase dis-
colored soybean crops. 
Regarding maize, the 
state is procuring the 
crop using its own 
funds. He also an-
nounced an increase 
in the procurement 
limit for maize from 18 
quintals per acre to 25 
quintals per acre fol-

lowing requests from 
farmers.

Furthermore, to en-
sure transparency in 
crop loss reporting, 
the Minister instruct-
ed officials to display 
the crop damage re-
ports on the Gram 
Panchayat  notice 
boards. He also stated 
that if  any farmer files 
a complaint regarding 
the report, officials 
will be directed to con-
duct a second field in-
spection and accurate-
ly record the damages. 
The Minister conclud-
ed by assuring the 
Rythu Swarajya Vedi-
ka that the state gov-
ernment is taking eve-
ry measure to ensure 
farmers do not face 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12

Medak: A station-
a r y  s c h o o l  b u s 
caught fire, report-
edly due to a short 
circuit in Narsingi 
mandal headquar-
ters on Wednesday 
night.

The bus belonged 

to Akshara Techno 
School in Ramayam-
pet and was parked 
in Narsingi after 
dropping school chil-
dren on Wednesday. 
An hour later, smoke 
started emanating 
from the bus and 
flames soon engulfed 
it.

Local residents re-
sponded quickly and 
doused the fire be-
fore calling the Fire 
& Rescue Services 
personnel. They said 
a major accident was 
averted since the in-
cident happened af-
ter students had been 
dropped off.

Bapu Bata’ Chariot Sets Out to 
Spread Gandhi’s Message

Minister Steps In to 
Resolve Farmers’ Market 

TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

Director General of  Po-
lice (DGP) Sri B. Shivad-
har Reddy announced a 
large-scale road safety 
awareness program titled 
‘Arrive Alive’ to be held 
on November 14 at the 
L.B. Stadium in Hy-
derabad. The DGP made 
the announcement dur-
ing a special meeting 
with senior police offi-
cials and volunteers at 
the DGP of f ice  on 
Tuesday.

The massive event is 
aimed at raising public 
awareness about the pre-
cautions required to pre-
vent road accidents 
across Telangana. The 
DGP emphasized that the 
program will focus on the 

principles of  Defensive 
Driving and the need for 
Responsible Driving. The 
event is expected to draw 

approximately ten thou-
sand attendees, including 
road accident victims, 
cinema industry celebri-

ties, and public represent-
atives. DGP Shivadhar 
Reddy announced that 
extensive public aware-

ness campaigns of  this 
nature will be organized 
throughout December 
and January to educate 
motorists on the neces-
sary safety precautions.

The DGP stated that a 
full action plan would be 
finalized soon, ensuring 
the participation of  all 
sections of  society. Dur-
ing the meeting, the DGP 
officially unveiled the 
‘Arrive Alive’ Road Safety 
Poster. Additional DGP 
(Law & Order) Mahesh 
M. Bhagwat, Police Com-
missioners V. C. Sajjanar 
(Hyderabad), Avinash 
Mohanty (Cyberabad), 
Joint CP (Traffic) Joel 
Davis, and other senior 
officials and volunteers 
were present at the 
meeting.

School bus catches fire 
in Medak

Hyderabad Police to Host Mega 
Road Safety Awareness Event

TPN Bureau | Nov 12, 
2025

TGIIC Chairperson 
Nirmala Jagga Reddy 
inaugurated a paddy 
procurement center in 
Kondapur and Gollapal-
ly on Wednesday. She 
also laid the foundation 
stone for the construc-
tion of  a new Panchayat 
Bhavan in Aliabad, esti-
mated to cost ₹20 lakh. 
Addressing the public, 
Nirmala Jagga Reddy 
asserted that justice for 
all sections of  society is 
only ensured under Con-
gress rule.

She criticized the pre-
vious administration, 
noting that not a single 
ration card was issued 
in the last ten years. In 

contrast, she highlight-
ed the Congress Party’s 
history of  implementing 

loan waivers for farmers 
in a single tranche. She 
detailed the implemen-

tation of  the party’s six 
guarantees, which in-
clude free bus travel for 

women, 200 units of  free 
electricity, and the pro-
vision of  an LPG cylin-
der for ₹500. She also con-
f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e 
government would dis-
tribute fine rice to every 
household through ra-
tion shops. Reassuring 
the farmers, she made a 
firm promise that the 
government would pur-
chase every last grain of  
paddy at the procure-
ment centers, urging 
farmers not to be fooled 
by middlemen or bro-
kers. Her statement 
aimed to instill confi-
dence in the govern-
ment’s procurement 
process and shield farm-
ers from exploitation by 
private traders.

Not a Single Grain Will Go Unsold,’ Vows 
TGIIC Chairman

SI, constable in ACB net for 
taking bribe in Telangana

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12 

Hyderabad: A Sub-
Inspector of  Police 
and a constable were 
caught by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) while allegedly 
taking bribe of  Rs 
50,000 in Siddipet dis-
trict in Telangana.

The accused offic-
ers--SI and his driver/
police constable of  
Mulugu Police Sta-
tion, Siddipet Com-
missionerate, were 
apprehended red-

handed within the 
premises of  the police 
station on November 
11 when the SI de-
manded and accepted 
the bribe from a com-
plainant through the 
constable as a “re-
ward” for doing an of-
ficial favour, an ACB 
release said here on 
Wednesday.

The official favour 
was “in respect of  the 
eviction process of  a 
residential property 
pertaining to the com-
plainant’s elder sister 

and handing over the 
possession to her and 
helping the complain-
ant in connection 
with the case”, it said.

The bribe amount 
was recovered from 
the possession of  the 
constable.

The accused offic-
ers have performed 
their public duty “im-
properly and dishon-
estly” to obtain undue 
advantage, the ACB 
said.

The case is under 
investigation, it said.

Tensions Flare As Prisoners Clash 
In Chanchalguda Jail 

TPN Bureau | Nov 
12, 2025

A tense situation 
erupted at the Chan-
chalguda Jail in Hy-
derabad following a vi-
olent clash between 
two remand prisoners. 
The conflict involved a 
rowdy sheeter named 
Jabri, who had been re-
cently remanded to ju-
dicial custody for a new 
case, and another in-
mate identified as 
Dastagiri.

The clash reportedly 
stemmed from old ri-
valries existing be-
tween the two individu-
a l s .  T h e  v i o l e n t 
incident occurred with-
in the Mulaqat (Visi-
tor’s) Room, where 
Jabri and Dastagiri en-
gaged in a mutual as-
sault. The intensity of  

the confrontation re-
sulted in serious inju-
ries to both Jabri and 
Dastagiri, necessitat-
ing their immediate 

transfer from the jail 
premises to a hospital 
for urgent medical 
treatment. Jail authori-
ties have launched a 

formal inquiry into the 
incident to determine 
the exact cause of  the 
renewed conflict and to 
review security proto-

cols within the facility 
to prevent similar oc-
currences involving 
prisoners with known 
grudges.
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Trump’s Nuclear Testing Post 
Sparks Debate Amid Asia Tour

U.S. President Donald Trump em-
barked on his three-nation Asia tour, 
he stirred controversy with a star-
tling post on Truth Social. In a mes-
sage described as “disjointed and 
dangerous,” Trump called for the re-
sumption of  nuclear testing, claim-
ing it was necessary to bring the U.S. 
“to the same level as China and Rus-
sia.” He then continued with a series 
of  rants and tangents, leaving many 
observers puzzled about the ration-
ale behind the statement.

Experts note that nuclear testing 
itself  is unlikely to trigger immedi-
ate fear or a new arms race. Both 
Russia and China have substantial 
nuclear arsenals and resources, 
meaning a U.S. resumption of  testing 
would not dramatically alter global 
power dynamics. Nevertheless, the 
post  has reignited debates over 
Trump’s approach to international 
relations and nuclear policy.

Political analysts suggest that 
such statements may be part of  a 
broader pattern in Trump’s commu-
nication style. By posting provoca-
tive messages on social media plat-

forms like Truth Social, he keeps the 
public and international observers 
guessing about his intentions. This 
unpredictability can amplify atten-
tion on his actions while also creat-
i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  d i p l o m at i c 
circles.

The Asia tour, which is still ongo-
ing, is expected to cover key geopo-
litical topics, including trade, secu-
rity, and regional alliances. Trump’s 
recent posts have raised questions 
about whether his personal messag-
ing might overshadow official diplo-
matic discussions or send mixed sig-
nals to allies and adversaries.

While nuclear testing remains a 
sensitive issue, experts emphasize 
that the practical impact of  one 
country resuming tests is limited in 
today’s strategic environment. The 
focus now is on monitoring both the 
Asia tour outcomes and the continu-
ing flow of  statements from Trump’s 
social media activity.

The unfolding scenario under-
scores the challenges of  navigating 
international diplomacy amid unpre-
dictable political communication.

The Global Phenomenon of 
“6-7” Captivates Gen Alpha

A curious cultural phe-
nomenon has swept across 
social media and class-
rooms worldwide: the vi-
ral term “6-7”. Named Dic-
tionary.com’s Word of  the 
Year 2025, “6-7” is neither 
a word nor a number in 
the conventional sense. Its 
appeal lies in its ambigui-
ty, acting as a universal 
gesture of  indifference, 
i r o n y,  o r  p l a y f u l 
engagement.

Originating from rapper 
Skrilla’s 2024 track ‘Doot 
Doot (6 7)’, the term quick-
ly transcended music. 
Fans speculated wildly 
about its meaning—from a 
reference to Philadel-
phia’s 67th Street to a sym-
bolic nod to transforma-
tion—but its true power is 
that it has no fixed defini-
tion. Its viral rise was am-
plified when NBA star La-
M e l o  B a l l  a p p e a r e d 
mouthing the phrase, giv-
ing it a visual and numeri-
cal context, followed by 
“67 Kid,” a child whose en-
thusiastic chant and hand 
g e s t u re s  t u r n e d  t h e 
phrase into a global meme.

The term has become a 
generational inside joke, 
especially among Gen Al-
pha. It functions as a 
“shibboleth,” creating in-
stant solidarity among 
those who understand it 
while baffling older gen-
erations. Teachers world-
wide report disruptions in 
classrooms, with students 
breaking into coordinated 
chants of  “six!” followed 
by “seven!”—a playful rit-
ual of  participation and 
rebellion against conven-
tional instruction.

“6-7” exemplifies the 
performative nature of  
moder n language. Its 
meaning is less in words 

and more in gesture, tone, 
and timing. It demon-
strates how linguistic cre-
ativity now thrives on re-
contextualization rather 
than invention. Numbers 
stripped of  arithmetic val-
ue become tools for hu-
mor, social bonding, and 
digital virality. The phrase 
has spread international-
ly, from classrooms in 
Michigan to boat races in 
Malaysia, demonstrating 
how English serves as the 
lingua franca of  global 
meme culture.

Sociologically, “6-7” sig-
nals the evolving dynam-
ics of  digital globaliza-
t i o n .  T h e  p h r a s e 
leverages content from 
American hip-hop and 
NBA culture but tran-
scends borders through 
platforms like TikTok, 
creating a shared, plane-
tary experience. For chil-
dren, replying “6-7” is not 
failure to communicate; 
it is a demonstration of  
independence, algorith-
mic literacy, and playful 
resistance to defined 
meaning.

Though ephemeral—
likely to be replaced by 
the next viral sequence in 
months—“6-7” stands as a 
six-foot-seven monument 
to modern communica-
tion, celebrating absurd-
ity, creativity, and the col-
lective joy of  nonsensical 
expression. For now, it is 
a reminder that language 
is as much about connec-
tion and belonging as it is 
about definition.

Next time someone 
asks how you are, try it: a 
straight face, a gentle 
hand wobble, and a soft: 
“6-7 .”  I f  they laugh, 
you’re in. If  not, welcome 
to the mystery.

AI and Capitalism Threaten the Middle Class

The middle class, long con-
sidered the backbone of  mod-
ern societies, is facing an ex-
istential crisis as artificial 
intelligence (AI) and capital-
ist priorities reshape the 
workforce. According to ex-
perts, corporate strategies 
are increasingly sidelining 
middle-tier employees, signal-
ing a profound structural 
shift in employment.

Middle-class workers—de-
fined broadly as white-collar 
professionals, managers, and 
skilled technicians—are now 
considered expendable. Cor-
porates have realized that lay-
ing off  a single manager often 
saves more than retrenching 
multiple blue-collar workers, 

due to the higher salaries and 
associated benefits of  middle-
tier employees. This cost-ben-
efit logic, amplified by AI and 
automation, is reshaping hir-
ing and retention strategies 
across industries.

AI is a key driver in this 
transformation. Advanced al-
gorithms and machine learn-
ing tools can now perform 
tasks previously reserved for 
mid-level professionals, in-
cluding data analysis, finan-
cial modeling, customer sup-
p o r t ,  a n d  e v e n 
decision-making processes. 
While automation has long 
replaced routine blue-collar 
jobs, it is now encroaching 
into sectors once considered 

secure. AI not only boosts ef-
ficiency but also allows com-
panies to reduce headcount 
and overhead costs, further 
marginalizing the middle 
class.

The economic rationale is 
stark: corporations prioritize 
profit maximization over job 
preservation. The pandemic 
and subsequent technological 
acceleration have taught 
firms that they can maintain 
productivity while trimming 
middle management, leaving 
the traditional middle class 
increasingly vulnerable. The 
social consequences, howev-
er, are severe. A shrinking 
middle class threatens eco-
nomic stability, consumer 

spending, and societal cohe-
sion, as the gap between the 
affluent and the working poor 
widens.

Experts warn that without 
intervention, this trend will 
continue. Some suggest re-
training programs, progres-
sive taxation, and stronger 
labor protections to preserve 
middle-class relevance. Yet, 
corporate incentives remain 
aligned with automation and 
downsizing, making systemic 
change difficult.

The disappearance of  the 
middle class is not just an eco-
nomic issue—it is a cultural 
and social one. Historically, 
this group has provided sta-
bility, innovation, and civic 

engagement. Its erosion may 
alter not only the labor mar-
ket but also the fabric of  dem-
ocratic societies.

In summary, AI and modern 
capitalist strategies are re-
shaping employment in ways 
that threaten the middle 
class’s survival. Companies 
are finding it more cost-effec-
tive to automate roles and 
eliminate mid-tier positions, 
leaving traditional safe-
guards for the middle class 
increasingly obsolete. Unless 
proactive policies are adopt-
ed, this trend may redefine 
the very structure of  modern 
economies, leaving millions 
of  middle-class professionals 
in a precarious position.

Bangladesh Faces Banking Crisis 
Amid NPL Surge

Bangladesh, once hailed as one 
of  Asia’s fastest-growing econo-
mies, is grappling with its “weak-
est banking system in the re-
gion,” according to the Asian 
Development Bank’s 2025 report. 
By December 2024, non-perform-
ing loans (NPLs) accounted for 
20.2 percent of  total loans (Tk 
3,45,765 crore), the highest in 
South Asia, rising further to 27.09 
percent (Tk 5,30,428 crore) by 
June 2025. In comparison, India’s 
NPL ratio was 2.5 percent, and 
Pakistan’s 6.3 percent.

Experts cite a combination of  
decades-long financial indisci-
pline, political turmoil, and poor 
governance for the crisis. Econo-
mist Mustafizur Rahman noted 
that politicians and business 
elites exploited the banking sys-

tem, overstating collateral and 
siphoning funds abroad, leaving 
banks with virtually worthless 
assets. The problem intensified 
under the Yunus administration, 
when NPLs nearly doubled in a 
year, and persisted despite re-
forms initiated after the fall of  
the Hasina government in 2024.

Bangladesh Bank has respond-
ed with a tight monetary policy, a 
flexible exchange rate, and sweep-
ing reforms. The Bank Resolu-
tion Ordinance (BRO) 2025 grants 
the central bank authority to re-
structure or close failing institu-
tions, while new loan classifica-
tion rules  and Risk-Based 
Supervision aim to improve over-
sight. Five struggling Islamic 
banks are set to merge into a sin-
gle state-owned institution to pre-

vent systemic collapse.
Despite these measures, pri-

vate sector investment remains 
stagnant at historic lows, con-
strained by high interest rates, 
political uncertainty, and cau-
tious lending. Public sector cred-
it growth is high, reflecting gov-
ernment borrowing needs, but 
banks’ excess liquidity and low 
deposit growth indicate weak pri-
vate confidence. Analysts warn 
that the capital shortfall across 24 
scheduled banks threatens finan-
cial stability, with state-owned 
banks holding 42.8 percent of  
loans as non-performing.

Signs of  stabilisation have 
emerged. Inflation has moderated 
to around 8.3 percent, the taka 
has steadied at Tk 122 per dollar, 
foreign reserves exceed $31 bil-

lion, and GDP growth is projected 
near 5 percent for FY25. However, 
economists stress that long-term 
recovery will require sustained 
reforms, political stability, and 
improved corporate governance.

“The Bangladesh economy is 
moving forward, but it will take 
four to five years to stabilise the 
financial sector fully,” said Rah-
man. He emphasized that conti-
nuity in reforms, combined with 
stable governance, is essential for 
economic recovery and investor 
confidence.

Bangladesh now faces a criti-
cal test: restoring trust, restruc-
turing institutions, and ensur-
i n g  t h a t  p a s t  f i n a n c i a l 
mismanagement does not under-
mine the country’s hard-won 
growth gains.
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PM Modi Inaugurates Kalachakra ‘Wheel 
Of Time’ In Presence Of Bhutan King

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

On the second day of  
h i s  v i s i t  t o  B h u t a n , 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated 
the sacred Kalachakra 
‘Wheel of  Time,’ mark-
ing the commencement 
of  the Kalachakra Em-
power ment as part of  
the ongoing Global Peace 
Prayer  Fest ival .  T he 
event was attended by 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck, the King of  
Bhutan, and presided 
over by Je Khenpo, the 

Chief  Abbot of  Bhutan.
Sharing pictures of  

the ceremony on X, PM 
Modi described the event 
a s  a  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t 
brings to gether Bud-
dhist devotees and schol-
ars from Bhutan. “Had 
the honour of  inaugurat-
ing K�lacakra ‘Wheel of  
T i m e ’  E m p owe r m e n t 
with His Majesty Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck, the King of  Bhu-
tan and His Holiness the 
Je Khenpo, which made 
it even more special,” he 

wrote.
The Kalachakra Em-

powerment is a ritual of  
immense cultural and 
spiritual significance for 
Buddhists globally.  It 
forms a key part of  the 
Global Peace Prayer Fes-
tival, which aims to fos-
ter peace and spiritual 
harmony while celebrat-
ing Buddhist traditions.

A day prior, PM Modi 
joined the Bhutanese 
King to seek blessings 
from the Holy Relics of  
Lord Buddha at Thim-

phu’s Tashichhodzong. 
The relics, enshrined at 
the Grand Kuenrey Hall, 
were sent from India as a 
special gesture to com-
memorate the Fourth 
King of  Bhutan’s 70th 
b i r t h d a y  a n d  t h e 
festival.

The Prime Minister 
also took part in the cel-
ebrations marking the 
70th birth anniversary 
of  Bhutan’s Fourth King, 
underscoring the centu-
ries -old  cultural  and 
spiritual ties between In-

dia and Bhutan.
PM Modi’s participa-

tion in these ceremonies 
highlights India’s endur-
ing cultural, spiritual, 
a n d  p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e 
connections with Bhu-
tan, reinforcing the Him-
alayan nation as a key 
partner in the region. 
The visit reflects both 
countries’ commitment 
to strengthening diplo-
matic and cultural rela-
tions while honoring 
shared traditions and 
values.

Jaishankar Meets Anita Anand at G7, Seeks to 
Rebuild India-Canada Ties

TPN Correspondent | Patna

External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar met his 
Canadian counterpart, 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Anita Anand, on the side-
lines of  the G7 foreign 
ministers’ meeting in Nia-
gara, Canada, emphasiz-
ing the need to strengthen 
bilateral relations be-
tween the two nations.

In a post on social me-
dia, Mr. Jaishankar con-
gratulated Ms. Anand for 
successfully hosting the 
G7 foreign ministers’ gath-
ering and expressed ap-
preciation for the progress 
made in implementing the 
New Roadmap 2025, a stra-
tegic plan aimed at en-
hancing India-Canada 
ties. He highlighted the 
commitment of  both coun-
tries to further rebuilding 
and expanding their part-
nership across multiple 
sectors.

This meeting comes a 
month after Ms. Anand 
visited India,  during 
which both nations un-
veiled the ambitious road-
map focusing on key areas 

such as trade, critical min-
erals, energy, and techno-
logical collaboration. The 
roadmap aims to deepen 
cooperation, facilitate in-
vestments, and strengthen 
economic and strategic 

ties between India and 
Canada.

During the discussions 
at the G7 sidelines, the 
ministers reviewed ongo-
ing initiatives and ex-
plored opportunities to 

boost collaboration in ar-
eas of  mutual interest. 
The talks are seen as part 
of  broader efforts to reset 
and revitalise India-Cana-
da relations, which have 
been steadily growing in 

recent years through dip-
lomatic, economic, and 
cultural engagements.

The meeting under-
scores the importance 
both countries place on 
dialogue and partnership 
within global forums like 
the G7, reflecting shared 
priorities on economic de-
velopment, sustainability, 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
cooperation.

By engaging at such 
high-level platforms, India 
and Canada aim to consol-
idate their bilateral ties, 
address emerging global 
challenges, and create new 
avenues for collaboration 
in trade, technology, and 
strategic sectors.

This interaction be-
tween Jaishankar and 
Anand marks a significant 
step in sustaining momen-
tum in India-Canada rela-
tions and implementing 
initiatives outlined in the 
New Roadmap 2025.

Tags: India, Canada, S. 
J a i s h a n k a r,  A n i t a 
Anand, G7, Bilateral Re-
lations, Trade, New Road-
map 2025

J&K Police Raid Over 200 Locations In Crackdown 
On Jamaat-e-Islami

TPN Correspondent | Kolkata

Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, along with other 
security forces, carried 
out extensive operations 
against banned Jamaat-
e-Islami (JeI) cadres in 
the Valley following the 
deadly terror blast in 
Delhi that killed eight 
people. Authorities said 
the crackdown aims to 
dismantle terrorist net-

wo rk s  a n d  c u r b  t h e 
ground-level influence 
of  JeI.

Police in Kulgam dis-
trict conducted coordi-
nated raids at over 200 
locations, targeting the 
homes and premises of  
JeI members and associ-
ates. Over the past four 
days, more than 400 Cor-
don and Search Opera-
tions (CASOs) have been 

conducted in areas previ-
ously associated with 
militant activity and 
Over Ground Workers 
(OGWs).

In Sopore,  security 
forces carried out raids 
across multiple locations 
in Sopore, Zaingeer, and 
Rafiabad, focusing on in-
dividuals and premises 
linked to JeI, which has 
been banned under the 

Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA). Sig-
nificant quantities of  in-
criminating material, 
including documents, 
d i g i t a l  g a d g e t s ,  a n d 
printed content connect-
ed to the organisation, 
were seized. Several indi-
viduals are being ques-
tioned in connection 
with unlawful activities.

Anantnag police re-

ported that around 500 
individuals connected to 
banned organisations, 
including JeI, as well as 
relatives of  J&K natives 
operating from Pakistan 
(JKNOPs), have been in-
terrogated. Many have 
been detained under pre-
ventive laws and shifted 
to District Jail Mattan.

In Shopian district, 
searches targeted the 
residences of  JeI activ-
ists, including those of  
Dr.  Hameed Fayaz at 
Naidgam and Moham-
mad Yousuf  Falahie at 
Chitragam. Investiga-
t ions are  ongoing to 
trace wider networks al-
l e g e d l y  s u p p o r t i n g 
terrorism.

Authorities said intel-
l igence suggests  that 
the Delhi blast, linked 
to Dr. Mohd Umar, may 
have been part of  a larg-
er module intending to 
carry out a major terror 
strike. Security forces 
continue to tighten sur-
veillance and conduct 
operations to prevent 
any resurgence of  JeI-
related activities in the 
region.

India Rejects Pakistan 
PM’s Allegations After 

Islamabad Terror Attack

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India on Tuesday 
strongly dismissed as 
baseless the allegations 
made by Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif  linking a recent ter-
ror attack in Islamabad 
to New Delhi. The Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry de-
scribed the claims as a 
“predictable tactic” by 
Pakistan’s leadership to 
create false narratives.

The comments from 
India came in response 
to the suicide attack on 
Monday outside a court 
in the Pakistani capital, 
which claimed the lives 
of  12 people. In the after-
math, PM Sharif  ac-
cused groups “active 
with Indian support” of  
o r c h e s t r a t i n g  t h e 
attack.

External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Ran-

dhir Jaiswal said the in-
ternational community 
is well aware of  the real-
ity and will not be mis-
led by Pakistan’s “des-
perate” ploys. He termed 
the allegations as an at-
tempt by the “delirious” 
Pakistani leadership to 
divert attention from its 
own internal security 
failures.

India has consistently 
highlighted that it con-
demns terrorism in all 
forms and has repeated-
ly urged Pakistan to 
take concrete steps 
against terror groups 
operating from its soil. 
The MEA reiterated that 
blaming India for inci-
dents within Pakistan is 
both baseless and coun-
terproductive to region-
al peace and stability.

The suicide attack in 
Islamabad drew wide-

spread condemnation 
from across the globe, 
with authorities focus-
ing on securing the area 
and investigating the 
perpetrators. Security 
officials in Pakistan 
continue to probe the at-
tack, while Indian offi-
cials stressed that link-
i n g  I n d i a  t o  s u c h 
incidents undermines 
genuine efforts to fight 
terrorism.

This latest exchange 
between the two coun-
tries underscores the 
ongoing tensions and 
mistrust in bilateral re-
lations, especially re-
garding cross-border se-
curity issues and the 
fight against terrorism.

Tags: India, Pakistan, 
Shehbaz Sharif, Islama-
bad, Terror Attack, 
MEA, Randhir Jaiswal, 
Bilateral Tensions

Bihar Records Highest 
Voter Turnout Since 

1951 at 67%

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Bihar witnessed its 
highest voter turnout 
since 1951, with nearly 
67% of  voters casting 
their ballots in the two-
phase Assembly elec-
tions, the Election Com-
mission of  India (ECI) 
announced. This marks 
a significant rise of  
9.6% compared to the 
p r e v i o u s  s t a t e 
elections.

According to  ECI 
data, 62.8% of  men and 
71.6% of  women partici-
pated in the polls, re-
flecting strong engage-
ment across gender 
lines. The higher turn-
out comes amid intense 
political campaigns by 
both ruling and opposi-
tion parties, highlight-
ing the electorate’s en-
thusiasm in shaping the 
state’s political future.

The Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) expressed 
confidence following 
the polling, claiming it 
would “break the record 
of  the 2010 election re-
sults.” Meanwhile, op-
position parties sug-
gested a wave in their 
favor,  urging par ty 
workers to remain vigi-
l a n t  a g a i n s t  “ vo t e 
thieves” and ensure a 
fair counting process.

Long queues were 
seen across rural and 
urban constituencies 
on the final day of  vot-
ing, as citizens turned 
out in large numbers 
despite logistical chal-
lenges. Election offi-
cials noted that the high 
turnout is indicative of  
the public’s keen inter-
est in the state’s govern-
ance and development 
priorities.

Political analysts say 
the increased participa-

tion could significantly 
influence the outcome, 
making the election 
highly competitive. The 
final results are expect-
ed to be closely watched, 
as they may reshape Bi-
har’s political land-
scape and determine 
the ruling coalition for 
the next five years.

The Bihar Assembly 
elections this year have 
also highlighted the 
growing role of  women 
voters, whose turnout 
exceeded that of  men by 
nearly 9 percentage 
points. Observers be-
lieve this could be a de-
cisive factor in several 
key constituencies.

The state now awaits 
the counting of  votes, 
which will determine 
which party or alliance 
secures the mandate to 
gover n Bihar in the 
coming term.
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“New York Will Turn Into Mumbai”: Real Estate 
Billionaire On Mamdani’s Win

TPN Correspondent |  New 
York City 

Real estate billion-
aire Barry Sternlicht 
has warned that New 
York City could face a 
“really tough time” un-
der mayor-elect Zohran 
Mamdani, comparing 
the potential economic 
fallout of  his policies to 
turning the city “into 
Mumbai.”

Speaking to CNBC, 
the Starwood Capital 
Group CEO criticized 
the Democratic social-
ist’s proposed housing 
and social welfare re-
forms, claiming they 
could drive up costs 
and destabilize the real 
estate market. Sternli-
cht’s comments come 
after Mamdani’s sweep-
ing victory, where he 
won four out of  five 
boroughs to become 
New York’s first Mus-
lim and South Asian-
origin mayor.

Mamdani’s campaign 
promises include rent 
freezes in rent-stabi-
lized apartments, free 
bus services, universal 
childcare for children 
aged six months to five 

years, and city-owned 
grocery stores in each 
borough. While his sup-
porters hail these as 
progressive reforms, 
business leaders like 
Sternlicht argue they 
could worsen the city’s 
economic challenges.

“Every project in 

New York has to go un-
ion, and it’s super ex-
pensive. It leads to ex-
t r e m e l y  c o s t l y 
housing,” Sternlicht 
said, blaming trade un-
ions for stifling devel-
opment and making 
blue states “difficult to 
add supply of  housing 

to.”
Criticizing Mamda-

ni’s rent policies, he 
added, “If  tenants don’t 
pay and can’t be evict-
ed, it creates a domino 
e f f e c t — e ve n t u a l l y 
you’ll turn New York 
City into Mumbai.”

The billionaire also 

raised concerns over 
public safety, referenc-
ing Mamdani’s earlier 
stance on “Defund the 
Police.” He warned 
that reduced police 
support could drive 
families away and 
h a r m  t h e  c i t y ’ s 
stability.

Despite the backlash, 
Mamdani maintains 
that his administration 
will prioritize housing 
access, social equity, 
and affordability—an 
agenda that continues 
to polarize New York-
ers across economic 
and political lines.

Bangladesh on High Alert Ahead of 
Sheikh Hasina Tribunal Verdict Date

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Dhaka

Bangladesh has been 
placed on high alert as 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) 
prepares to announce 
on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, the date of  its 
verdict in the case 
against former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na. The charges against 
her include crimes 
against humanity and 
murder related to the 
July 2024 uprising that 
led to her government’s 
ouster.

Security forces, in-
cluding the army and 
police, have been de-
p l oye d  a c ro s s  t h e 
country, particularly 
at airports and key 
government installa-
tions, as tensions esca-
late ahead of  the an-
n o u n c e m e n t .  T h e 
Bangladesh Awami 
League (AL) has called 
f o r  a  n a t i o n w i d e 
dawn-to-dusk lock-
down on Thursday, 
urging supporters to 

participate in peaceful 
demonstrations.

Following the ban on 
Awami League activi-
ties by the interim gov-
ernment led by Nobel 
laureate Muhammad 

Yunus, party leaders 
have been using social 
media to coordinate the 
programme from un-
disclosed locations. In 
recent days, incidents 
of  vehicle arson and 

crude bomb explosions 
have been reported in 
various regions, includ-
ing Dhaka, heightening 
fears of  unrest.

Police have launched 
extensive operations to 

arrest AL leaders and 
activists, while securi-
ty checkpoints and ve-
hicle inspections have 
been established in ma-
jor cities to maintain 
order. Meanwhile, Awa-

mi League supporters 
have been holding flash 
ral l ies  demanding 
Hasina’s release and 
condemning the tribu-
nal proceedings.

The legal case stems 
from the July 2024 stu-
dent-led protests that 
toppled Hasina’s gov-
ernment, during which 
more than 1,400 people 
were killed, according 
to a United Nations re-
port. The former Prime 
Minister fled to India 
on August 5, 2024, after 
losing control of  the 
government.

Ironically, the ICT 
was originally estab-
lished by Hasina’s own 
administration to pros-
ecute 1971 Liberation 
War crimes. The cur-
rent interim govern-
ment has amended the 
tribunal’s legal frame-
work to bring charges 
against her. Testimo-
nies in the case are 
complete, and the tribu-
nal will announce the 
v e r d i c t  d a t e  o n 
Thursday.

PM Modi Returns After Bhutan Visit, Says Outcomes Will 
Strengthen Ties 

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Bhutan, 

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi returned 
t o  N e w  D e l h i  o n 
Wednesday after com-
pleting a successful 
two-day state visit to 
B h u t a n ,  a i m e d  a t 
deepening the long-
standing partnership 
between the two Hima-
layan neighbours.

Before de par ting 
from Thimphu, the 
Prime Minister shared 
a post on X, expressing 
heartfelt gratitude to 
the people and Govern-
ment of  Bhutan for 
their hospitality. “My 
visit to Bhutan has tak-
en place when the peo-
ple of  this nation are 
marking several land-
mark programmes... 
The outcomes in sec-
tors like energy, health-
care, and connectivity 
will add momentum to 
our bilateral partner-
ship,” he wrote.

In a warm gesture, 
King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck 
personally accompa-
nied Prime Minister 
Modi to the airport for 

his departure. “I am 
grateful to His Majesty 
the King of  Bhutan for 
coming to the airport 
as I board for Delhi,” 
Modi said.

During the visit, 
Prime Minister Modi 
held comprehensive 
talks with the King of  
Bhutan, the Fourth 
Druk Gyalpo Jigme 

Singye Wangchuck, 
and Prime Minister 
Tshering Tobgay, fo-
cusing on enhancing 
cooperation in energy, 
connectivity, trade, 

technology, and people-
to-people exchanges.

A major highlight 
of  the trip was the 
joint inauguration of  
the 1,020 MW Punat-

sangchhu-II  Hydro-
e l e c t r i c  P ro j e c t ,  a 
landmark in India-
Bhutan energ y col-
laboration. The two 
s i d e s  a l s o  a n -
nounced new initia-
t ives  in  renewable 
energ y,  healthcare, 
a n d  c r o s s - b o r d e r 
infrastructure.

Prime Minister Modi 
participated in the 70th 
birth anniversary cel-
ebrations of  the Fourth 
D r u k  G ya l p o  a n d 
joined the Bhutanese 
l e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h e 
Kalachakra “Wheel of  
Time” empowerment 
ceremony in Thimphu, 
attended by over 30,000 
devotees as part of  the 
Global Peace Prayer 
Festival 2025.

Reaffirming India’s 
support for Bhutan’s 
13th Five Year Plan 
and the King’s Gele-
phu Mindfulness City 
initiative, PM Modi 
emphasized that the 
visit reflects the en-
during friendship and 
shared cultural values 
that continue to de-
fine the India-Bhutan 
relationship.

Trump Hosts Syrian 
President at White 

House

TPN Correspondent | Gaza

Israel has reopened the Zikim 
Crossing in northern Gaza to al-
low the entry of  humanitarian 
aid trucks into the war-torn en-
clave, the Israeli defense body 
COGAT (Coordinator of  Gov-
ernment Activities in the Terri-
t o r i e s )  a n n o u n c e d  o n 
Wednesday.

The reopening marks a signif-
icant development amid mount-
ing appeals from U.N. aid agen-
c i e s  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
organizations that have repeat-
edly called for improved access 
to the northern regions of  Gaza. 
The area has faced severe short-
ages of  food, medicine, and es-
sential supplies since the recent 
conflict and the subsequent Isra-
el-Hamas ceasefire last month.

COGAT stated that the deci-
sion aims to facilitate the deliv-
ery of  critical humanitarian as-
sistance, including food, medical 
supplies, and relief  materials, to 
civilians struggling in the devas-
tated northern districts. Images 
shared from the area showed 
trucks carrying sacks of  flour 
and other aid items crossing 
into Gaza, signaling the resump-

tion of  relief  efforts that had 
been halted for weeks.

The Zikim Crossing, located 
along the northern border of  
the enclave, has remained 
largely closed throughout 
much of  the conflict, forcing 
aid deliveries to enter primar-
ily through southern routes 
such as Kerem Shalom and Ra-
fah. U.N. officials have warned 
that continued restrictions in 
the north were exacerbating 
an already dire humanitarian 
crisis, with thousands of  dis-
placed families living in make-
shift shelters and struggling to 
access clean water and food.

Humanitarian agencies have 
welcomed the reopening as a 
positive step but emphasized 
that sustained and unrestrict-
ed access will be essential to 
meet the massive needs of  
Gaza’s population.

The move comes as interna-
tional pressure continues to 
mount on both Israel and Ha-
mas to maintain stability fol-
lowing the fragile ceasefire 
and to prioritize the welfare of  
c iv i l i a n s  c a u g h t  i n  t h e 
crossfire.

Israel Reopens Zikim 
Crossing to Allow Aid 
Into Northern Gaza

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
has indicated a softer approach 
toward H-1B visa reforms, rec-
ognizing the critical role of  
specialized foreign talent in 
maintaining America’s indus-
trial and technological edge.

During an interview with 
Fox News host Laura Ingra-
ham on Tuesday, Trump de-
fended the value of  skilled im-
migrant workers, noting that 
complex roles in sectors such 
as manufacturing and defense 
cannot be quickly filled by 
long-term unemployed Ameri-
cans without extensive train-
ing. “I agree, but you also have 
to bring this talent,” he said 
when asked about H-1B visa 
reforms.

Trump stressed that while he 
supports raising wages for 
American workers, the US still 
needs to import expertise to 
sustain key industries. He cit-
ed Georgia’s manufacturing 
sector as an example, where 
the removal of  skilled South 
Korean workers created chal-
lenges in producing high-tech 
products like batteries, which 
require extensive experience 
and safety knowledge.

Earlier in September, Trump 
signed a proclamation over-
hauling the H-1B visa process, 

imposing a sharp increase in 
fees from about USD 1,500 to 
USD 100,000 for new applica-
tions and lottery entries after 
September 21, 2025. Current 
visa holders and petitions filed 
b e f o r e  t h i s  d a t e  r e m a i n 
unaffected.

The President emphasized 
that certain specialized skills 
cannot be quickly learned by 
untrained workers. “You can’t 
take people off  the unemploy-
ment line and say, ‘I’m going to 
put you into a factory where 
we’re going to make missiles.’ 
It  doesn’t work that way,” 
Trump noted.

He also referenced recent 
ICE raids at a Hyundai plant in 
Georgia, highlighting the need 
for foreign expertise to train lo-
cal workers in complex manu-
facturing processes.

Trump’s remarks mark a sig-
nificant shift from his earlier 
hardline stance on foreign 
worker visas, signaling a more 
pragmatic recognition of  the 
importance of  skilled immi-
grants in sustaining US com-
petitiveness in high-tech and 
industrial sectors.

This pivot could influence 
ongoing debates over H-1B poli-
cies and the broader US ap-
proach to attracting global 
talent.
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Plastic Pipes Industry Faces FY25 Challenges, 
Eyes 10–12% Growth Ahead

India’s plastic pipes 
industry has faced sig-
nificant turbulence in 
FY25, struggling with 
subdued infrastructure 
investments, tight li-
quidity, and volatile raw 
material prices, accord-
ing to a report released 
by JM Financial. How-
ever, the industry re-
mains optimistic about 
its medium-term out-
look, supported by stabi-
lising input costs and 
sustained demand from 
key sectors.
Navigating a Tough 
Year

FY25 proved to be a 
challenging year for the 
sector. Plastic pipe man-
ufacturers—especially 
those reliant on PVC 
(polyvinyl chloride)—
had to deal with erratic 
pricing patterns. Global 
factors, such as sluggish 
construction activity in 
major markets like Chi-
na and developed econo-
mies, combined with a 
supply glut from large 
exporters like China, 
South Korea, and Tai-
wan, led to aggressive 
undercutting of  prices 
in the Indian market.

PVC, which consti-
tutes a major input cost 

f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y, 
dropped significantly 
over FY20–25, declining 
at a 4% CAGR, com-
pared to its long-term 
growth trend of  2% 
CAGR over the last 25 
years. After a prolonged 
downtrend, prices be-
gan to recover, rising by 
₹7/kg over the last 4–5 
months to reach ₹79/kg 
in Se ptember 2025. 
While this remains be-
low the FY22 peak, it 
marks a potential turn-

ing point for the sector.
Market Evolution and 
Future Drivers

Traditionally frag-
mented and focused 
heavily on agriculture, 
India’s plastic piping 
sector has evolved into 
a more organised eco-
system, addressing crit-
ical needs in water sup-
p l y,  p l u m b i n g , 
sanitation, and indus-
trial applications.

Despite current hur-

dles, long-term structur-
al drivers remain intact. 
Gover nment-backed 
programs like the Jal 
Jeevan Mission, Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, and 
Housing for All are ex-
pected to boost demand 
significantly, alongside 
growing agricultural 
a n d  r e p l a c e m e n t 
requirements.

JM Financial esti-
mates the Indian plastic 
piping market at ₹600–
650 billion, and forecasts 

a 10–12% CAGR growth 
between FY25 and FY30.
Policy and Regulatory 
Tailwinds

Industry experts be-
lieve upcoming policy 
measures may offer ad-
ditional support. The 
B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n 
Standards (BIS) is ex-
pected to implement 
quality control norms 
for PVC imports by De-
cember 2025,  which 
would restrict the in-

flux of  substandard 
foreign products and 
of fer  a  competitive 
e d g e  t o  d o m e s t i c 
manufacturers.

“Stabilising PVC pric-
es should restore dis-
tributor confidence, re-
duce inventory risks, 
and aid margin recov-
ery for organised play-
ers,” the report conclud-
ed, projecting a more 
stable and profitable 
path ahead for the 
sector.

SBI Bats for 25 bps Rate Cut Ahead 
of RBI Policy Meet

Ahead of  the Reserve Bank 
of  India’s (RBI) bi-monthly 
monetary policy announce-
ment on October 1, a State 
Bank of  India (SBI) research 
report has recommended a 25 
basis point (bps) rate cut, call-
ing it the “best possible op-

tion” in the current economic 
climate.

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC), chaired by RBI 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra, 
will begin its three-day meet-
ing on Monday, September 30, 
amid global economic uncer-

tainty, rising geopolitical ten-
sions, and the recent 50% tar-
iffs imposed by the US on 
Indian exports.

The SBI report argues that 
a modest rate cut would sup-
port domestic growth without 
stoking inflation, especially 

as headline CPI inflation re-
mains within the RBI’s com-
fort range. “A 25 bps cut would 
signal proactive policy sup-
port to insulate the economy 
from external shocks,” the re-
port said.

However, several other 

economists and analysts ex-
pect the RBI to maintain sta-
tus quo on the repo rate, cit-
ing concerns about volatile 
crude prices, geopolitical 
risks, and the weak rupee. 
Many believe the central 
bank will prefer to wait and 
watch, especially as the US 
Federal Reserve remains 
hawkish.

India’s repo rate currently 
stands at 6.50%, unchanged 
since February 2023. The cen-
tral bank has maintained a 
“withdrawal of  accommoda-
tion” stance, balancing infla-
tion control with the need to 
support growth.

A rate cut now, according to 
SBI, would also help ease bor-
rowing costs for businesses 
and consumers, just ahead of  
the festive season, potentially 
boosting consumption and 
credit demand.

The final decision will be 
announced by RBI on Wednes-
day, October 1, and will be 
closely watched by markets, 
banks, and industry stake-
holders for its signal on the 
direction of  monetary policy 
amid global uncertainty.

India’s Power Tools 
Market Set to Cross $3.8 

Billion by 2035

India’s power tools segment 
is projected to more than dou-
ble, reaching $3.8 billion by 
2035, growing at a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) 
of  7.8%, according to indus-
try experts and a recent study 
by IMARC Group.

The growth is being driven 
by massive government capi-
tal expenditure in infrastruc-
ture sectors such as roads, 
railways, airports, and hous-
ing, alongside increasing de-
mand from furniture manu-
facturing, the automotive 
aftermarket, and a rising Do-
It-Yourself  (DIY) culture.

To reduce reliance on im-
ports and tap into the grow-
ing demand, the Union Gov-
e r n m e n t  i s  a c t i v e l y 
encouraging domestic manu-
facturing, which is beginning 
to show results. Local manu-
facturers are gradually scal-
ing up production capacity in 
line with the “Make in India” 
initiative.

The broader hand tools, 
power tools, and fasteners 
market in India is also on an 
upward trajectory. The do-
mestic hand tools market, 
currently valued at $826 mil-

lion (2024), is expected to 
reach $1.22 billion by 2033, re-
flecting a CAGR of  4.1%, the 
IMARC study noted.

This surge is being attrib-
uted to the modernisation of  
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs), in-
creasing industrialisation, 
and strong aftermarket de-
mand. Moreover, with India’s 
booming construction and 
home improvement sectors, 
the need for efficient and 
cost-effective tools is only ex-
pected to grow.

Industry officials said that 
the DIY trend among urban 
consumers, especially in met-
ro cities, is also expanding 
the market for portable and 
battery-operated tools. E-
commerce platforms have 
further simplified access to 
such products, making them 
popular among younger, tech-
savvy users.

Experts believe that sus-
tained policy support, cou-
pled with infrastructure and 
industrial growth, will trans-
form India into a manufac-
turing and export hub for 
power tools over the next 
decade.

Govt to Borrow ₹6.77 Lakh Crore in H2, Holds 
Near FY26 Target

New Delhi: The cen-
tral government plans to 
borrow ₹6.77 lakh crore 
through dated securities 
in the second half  (H2) 
of  fiscal year 2025–26, 
aiming to stay close to 
its full-year borrowing 
goal. 

Having already bor-
rowed ₹7.95 lakh crore in 
H1, the Centre will re-
vise the total gross mar-
ket borrowing for FY26 
to ₹14.72 lakh crore, nar-
rowly lower than the 
original budgeted ₹14.82 
lakh crore. 

The shift is designed 
to balance fiscal disci-
pline with market stabil-
ity, despite increasing 
d e f e n c e  s p e n d i n g 
pressures. 

Officials say that the 
H2 borrowing will be 
conducted over 22 week-
ly tranches, each total-
ing ₹28,000–₹33,000 crore, 
and is scheduled to con-
clude by March 6, 2026. 
Of  the total,  ₹10,000 
crore is planned via sov-
ereign green bonds. 

In terms of  maturity 
composition, the share 
of  shorter-term papers 
(3–5 years) will be in-
creased to 19.9% (from 
15.9%), while the share 
of  longer-term papers 

(15–50 years) will fall 
from 51.8% to 43.7%. Me-
dium-term securities 
(7–10 years) will also see 
a rise to 36.5% from 
32.4%. 

The Centre reaffirmed 

its commitment to keep-
ing the fiscal deficit at 
4.4% of  GDP, compared 
to 4.8% in FY25. To man-
age liquidity mismatch-
es, the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI) has set the 

ways and means advanc-
es (WMA) limit for H2 at 
₹50,000 crore. 

Officials emphasise 
that despite uncertain-
ties—like US-imposed 
tariffs and defence ex-

penditure—the borrow-
ing plan remains pre-
dictable, aiming to avoid 
surprising the bond 
market and limit crowd-
ing out of  state and pri-
vate borrowing. 

India Becomes Top 
Expansion Market for 

APAC 3PL Firms 

India has emerged as the 
most-preferred expansion 
destination for third-party lo-
gistics (3PL) companies in 
the Asia-Pacific (APAC) re-
gion, according to a new re-
port released by CBRE on 
Sunday (September 28, 2025).

The study reveals that 
nearly 70% of  APAC-based 
3PL occupiers are planning 
to expand their footprint in 
India over the next two years. 
This marks the highest intent 
for expansion among all mar-
kets surveyed in the region.

CBRE attributed this grow-
ing interest to India’s rapidly 
developing infrastructure, 
digital transformation in 
supply chains, and the boom-
ing e-commerce sector. Other 
contributing factors include 
favourable government poli-
cies under initiatives such as 
PM Gati Shakti and National 
Logistics Policy, aimed at en-
hancing logistics efficiency 
and reducing operational 
costs.

“India’s position as a key 
supply chain hub is strength-
ening, driven by robust de-
mand from retail, e-com-
merce, manufacturing, and 

FMCG sectors,” said a senior 
CBRE analyst. “The country 
is now seen not only as a con-
sumption market but also as 
a strategic distribution and 
logistics hub.”

The report also highlighted 
a rise in Grade-A warehous-
ing demand, especially in 
Tier-1 cities like Delhi-NCR, 
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and 
Chennai. Tier-2 cities such as 
Lucknow, Coimbatore, and 
Indore are also gaining trac-
tion due to lower costs and 
improving connectivity.

India’s 3PL segment has 
seen double-digit annual 
growth in recent years, sup-
ported by increasing out-
sourcing of  logistics opera-
tions by major industries. 
With rising investments in 
automation, cold chain facili-
ties, and multi-modal logis-
tics parks, the sector is 
p o i s e d  f o r  s u s t a i n e d 
expansion.

CBRE expects the Indian 
logistics real estate market to 
outperfor m its regional 
counterparts in the medium 
term, reinforcing the coun-
try’s status as the logistics 
growth engine of  APAC.
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 Charlie Kirk’s Anti-India Visa Remark Resurfaces 
Amid H-1B Shakeup

C o n s e r vat ive  U S 
leader and staunch 
Trump supporter Char-
lie Kirk, who was shot 
dead on September 10 
in Utah, is back in the 
spotlight after his con-
troversial post on Indi-
ans and immigration 
resurfaced. Just days 
before his death, the 
31-year-old Turning 
Point USA founder de-
clared that America 
does not need more vi-
sas for Indians.

On Se ptember 2 , 
Kirk wrote on X that le-
gal immigration from 
India had displaced 
American workers 
more than any other, 
insisting that America 
was “full” and should 
put “its own people 
first.” His remarks 
were in response to 
Fox News host Laura 
Ingraham, who argued 
that any US trade deal 
with India would in-
vo l ve  m o re  v i s a s. 
Kirk’s post sparked 
backlash, with critics 
calling it xenophobic 
and damaging to inno-
vation and bilateral 
ties, since most Indi-

ans in the US migrate 
as skilled profession-
als in the tech sector.

The controversy has 
resurfaced now be-
cause former President 
Donald Trump, back in 
the headlines, has an-
n o u n c e d  swe e p i n g 
changes to the H-1B 

visa programme. From 
September 21, 2025, ap-
plicants will face an an-
nual $100,000 fee, a 
move expected to dras-
tically reduce Indian 
tech migration. The 
H-1B visa has long 
served as the backbone 
of  Silicon Valley’s 

workforce, powering 
giants like Google, Mi-
crosoft and Amazon 
with Indian talent.

Kirk, known for his 
fiery podcasts  and 
youth outreach, built a 
strong base in con-
s e r v a t iv e  c i r c l e s , 
aligning with Trump’s 

“America First” agen-
da. His critics, howev-
er, saw his stand as 
part of  a broader push 
w i t h i n  t h e  M AG A 
movement to curb le-
gal immigration, even 
at the cost of  Ameri-
ca’s competitiveness.

With his death, Kirk 

leaves behind a polar-
ising legacy. But his 
last words on visas 
highlight a growing 
fault line in US poli-
tics—whether Ameri-
ca should remain open 
to Indian talent or 
shut the door in the 
name of  nationalism.

Bengaluru Techie Calls Traffic the 
City’s “Hidden Tax”

A viral Reddit post has re-
ignited the debate on Ben-
galuru’s traffic crisis, call-
ing it a “hidden tax” that 
drains time and productivi-
ty from lakhs of  commuters. 
Shared in the r/Bengaluru 
community on Friday, the 
post narrates the ordeal of  
an Oracle employee living in 
JP Nagar, who says the 
city’s gridlock costs him 
nearly two and a half  
months of  his life every 
year.

According to the post, the 
techie earns Rs 28 lakh an-
nually, excluding stock op-
tions. Out of  this, he pays Rs 
6.5 lakh in income tax and 
another Rs 1.4 lakh through 
GST on daily expenses—al-
ready surrendering over 
three months of  work to the 
exchequer. But the bigger 
loss, he argues, is time. His 
office, just 14 kilometers 
away, should be a 30-minute 

commute. Instead, it takes 
an exhausting 90 minutes 
each way. Over the course of  
the year, this adds up to 2.5 

months lost—time he be-
lieves is equivalent to anoth-
er hidden tax paid not to the 
government, but to the city’s 

poor infrastructure.
The post has struck a 

chord with thousands of  
Bengaluru residents who 

face the same grind daily. 
Many echoed the frustration 
that India’s “Silicon Valley” 
may be powering global in-
novation, but its broken 
roads, endless traffic jams, 
and inadequate  public 
transport force profession-
als to pay with their most 
valuable resource—time.

Experts say such urban 
inefficiencies also take a toll 
on mental health, family 
life, and the city’s economy. 
While civic authorities have 
announced metro expan-
sions, road upgrades, and 
tech-driven traffic manage-
ment systems, citizens ar-
gue change is too slow to 
match the city’s exploding 
population and vehicle 
density.

For Bengaluru’s work-
force, the message is clear: 
the real tax isn’t just in pay-
checks—it’s the endless 
hours wasted in traffic.

Internet Shocked Over Sky-High iPhone 17 
Prices in Pakistan

Apple’s latest iPhone 17 
series has just hit global 
markets, but in Pakistan, 
it’s the jaw-dropping price 
tags that have caught eve-
ryone’s attention. While 
Indian fans queued up out-
side Apple stores in Mum-
bai and Delhi to grab the 
new device on launch day, 
social media in Pakistan is 
buzzing over how expen-
sive the phones are across 
the border.

A viral post on X re-
vealed that a resident in 
Pakistan will need to shell 
out between PKR 3.65 lakh 
(Rs 1.14 lakh) and PKR 5.74 
lakh (Rs 1.79 lakh) for the 
new lineup. The iPhone 17 
P r o  M a x  a l o n e  c o s t s 
around PKR 547,000—or 
roughly Rs 1.70 lakh. The 
iPhone Air comes in at 
PKR 483,680 (Rs 1.51 lakh), 
while the iPhone 17 Pro is 
priced at PKR 531,680 (Rs 
1.66 lakh).

Reactions online have 
been hilarious and exas-
perated in equal measure. 
Some users quipped that 
“flats mil jayenge iss daam 
mein” (you can buy an 
apartment at this price), 
while others joked that 
buying an iPhone in Paki-
stan now requires taking 
out a loan. Many pointed 
out that with the country 
already struggling with in-
flation and economic chal-
lenges, these luxury prices 
make the iPhone 17 an un-

realistic dream for the av-
erage consumer.

Comparisons with India 
also dominated the chatter, 
where despite premium 
pricing, the iPhone 17 is 

still considerably cheaper. 
Indian fans, though, face 
their own problem—long 
queues outside Apple’s 
flagship stores in cities 
like Bengaluru, Mumbai 

and Delhi.
For Pakistan, however, 

the bigger conversation is 
about affordability. With 
the iPhone priced like real 
estate, netizens are asking 

whether Apple’s latest in-
novation is even worth it—
or if  it’s time to settle for 
Android alternatives that 
don’t cost the price of  a 
flat.

Which Country 
Holds The Most 

Gold? 

Gold has always been more 
than a shiny metal—it is 
wealth, stability, and power. 
Even in today’s digital age of  
cryptocurrency and online 
payments, gold continues to be 
a backbone of  global econo-
mies. Nations with large gold 
reserves enjoy a buffer against 
inflation, rising investor confi-
dence, and stronger curren-
cies. The World Gold Council’s 
latest data highlights the top 
countries leading the gold 
game in 2025

At number one is the United 
States, holding a massive 
8,133.46 tonnes of  gold in the 
second quarter of  2025. This 
level has remained steady 
since the first quarter and 
makes the US the undisputed 
leader in official gold reserves 
worldwide. Germany follows at 
number two, with 3,350.25 
tonnes, although this marks a 
25-year low for the country, still 
placing it  fir mly behind 
America

In third position stands Italy, 
holding steady at 2,451.84 
tonnes—a figure that has bare-

ly changed for decades, show-
casing remarkable consistency. 
Close behind is France with 
2,437 tonnes, maintaining sta-
ble reserves despite past fluc-
tuations. Meanwhile, Russia 
secures fifth place with 2,329.63 
tonnes, nearly doubling its 
long-term average and reflect-
ing its aggressive push to build 
reserves in recent decades

These figures not only under-
line the global gold hierarchy 
but also signal how countries 
use gold as a hedge against eco-
nomic uncertainties. While 
Western economies dominate 
the top ranks, nations like Rus-
sia have been catching up rap-
idly, using gold as a shield 
against sanctions and curren-
cy instability. For emerging 
economies like India, which 
also features in the top 10, gold 
reserves remain a crucial part 
of  financial security and long-
term strategy

The bottom line: gold is still 
king, and the countries that 
hold it the most continue to 
wield significant influence in 
the world economy

Rare Black Tiger 
Captured by Indian 

Photographer 

In a moment that has mes-
merized the world, India has 
gifted a rare glimpse of  na-
ture’s magic. A photograph of  
the elusive black tiger, cap-
tured in Odisha’s Similipal Na-
tional Park, is featured on the 
October 2025 cover of  National 
Geographic. Wildlife enthusi-
asts and the online community 
alike are celebrating this ex-
traordinary achievement.

The photographer behind 
this stunning shot is Prasen-
jeet Yadav, an Indian wildlife 
photographer and National 
Geographic Explorer. Known 
for his dedication and keen eye 
for nature’s hidden wonders, 
Yadav has once again brought 
India’s unique wildlife into 
global focus. The black tiger, 
also called the pseudo-melanis-
tic tiger, is an extremely rare 
variant of  the Bengal tiger, 
and Similipal National Park is 
the only place in the world 
where it is known to exist.

National Geographic high-
lighted the tiger’s striking ap-
pearance, with its dark coat 
and subtle stripes, which 
make it almost invisible in the 
dense forest. The image not 

only showcases the animal’s 
rarity but also emphasizes the 
importance of  wildlife conser-
vation in India. By bringing 
attention to the black tiger, Ya-
dav is encouraging awareness 
and protection of  the forests 
that are home to such unique 
species.

The photograph has gone vi-
ral across social media, with 
enthusiasts, conservationists, 
and nature lovers praising the 
skill, patience, and persever-
ance required to capture such 
a once-in-a-lifetime shot. 
Many users expressed pride 
that an Indian photographer 
has achieved this global recog-
nition while spotlighting the 
b i o d ive r s i t y  o f  I n d i a ’s 
forests.

For Prasenjeet Yadav, this 
moment is both a personal tri-
umph and a reminder of  the 
responsibility photographers 
hold in documenting and pro-
tecting wildlife. The October 
cover of  National Geographic 
is not just about a tiger—it is 
about India’s rich natural her-
itage and the incredible sto-
ries it continues to offer the 
world.
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Sinner, Zverev Advance to Paris Masters 
Quarter-Finals

Italy’s Jannik Sinner 
and defending champion 
Alexander Zverev powered 
into the Paris Masters 
quarter-finals on Thurs-
day, keeping their title 
hopes alive in dominant 
fashion.

Sinner eased past Fran-
cisco Cerundolo 7-5, 6-1 to 
reach the last eight, setting 
up a high-voltage clash 
with American Ben Shel-
ton. The victory means 
Sinner remains on track to 
reclaim the World No. 1 
ranking, following Carlos 
Alcaraz’s shock early exit 
at the hands of  Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie.

“It was a crucial first set. 
Francisco is very talented 
and tough to play against, 
but I raised my level in the 
second,” Sinner said after 
his win. The 24-year-old, 
who has yet to drop a set 
this tournament, is aiming 
for his fifth title of  the 
season.

Shelton continued his 
dream season, beating An-
drey Rublev 7-6(6), 6-3. The 
American fifth seed, who 
won his maiden Masters 
1000 title in Toronto earlier 

this year, also secured a de-
but spot at the ATP Finals 
in Turin. “It’s the result of  
a year’s hard work — the 
ups, downs, and come-
backs,” Shelton said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  Z v e r e v 
maintained his title de-

fence with a 6-2, 6-4 victory 
over Spain’s Alejandro Da-
vidovich Fokina. The Ger-
man third seed will next 
face former World No. 1 Da-
niil Medvedev, who defeat-
ed Lorenzo Sonego in three 
sets. “Daniil is my kryp-

tonite — he beats me most 
o f  t h e  t i m e, ”  Z ve rev 
admitted.

Elsewhere, Alexander 
Bublik stunned fourth seed 
Taylor Fritz 7-6(5), 6-2 to 
meet Alex de Minaur, who 
cruised past Karen Khach-

anov 6-2, 6-2. Felix Auger-
Aliassime also advanced, 
rallying past Daniel Alt-
maier 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, keeping 
his ATP Finals hopes alive 
as the Paris Masters heads 
into an electrifying final 
weekend.

Australia Beat India by 4 Wickets in 2nd T20I, Take 
Series Lead

Australia defeated India 
by 4 wickets in the second 
T20I at the Melbour ne 
Cricket Ground, taking a 
1-0 lead in the five-match se-
ries. The hosts chased down 
India’s modest target of  126 
with ease, maintaining 
their dominant form in the 

series.
India, sent in to bat by 

Australian captain Mitch-
ell Marsh, struggled from 
the start. The team was 
bundled out for 125 in 18.4 
overs, losing early wickets 
under pressure. Australian 
pacer Josh Hazlewood 

starred with the ball, dis-
mantling India’s top order 
in a sensational spell. He 
accounted for vice-captain 
Shubman Gill,  captain 
Suryakumar Yadav, and Ti-
lak Varma in the initial 
overs, putting India on the 
back foot immediately.

Amid the batting col-
lapse, Abhishek Sharma 
stood out with a resilient 68 
runs, while Harshit Rana, 
promoted to No. 7, contrib-
uted 35 runs, providing 
some resistance. Despite 
their efforts, India could 
not recover, as the middle 

and lower order failed to 
capitalize on the platform 
created by Sharma and 
Rana.

Australia’s chase was 
clinical, anchored by steady 
batting performances and 
disciplined bowling. The 
visitors managed the target 
efficiently without losing 
control, showcasing their 
experience and composure 
in tricky situations.

This win gives Australia 
an early edge in the five-
match T20I series, placing 
pressure on India to re-
spond in the remaining 
games. The Indian team 
will need to address their 
batting fragility, especially 
their vulnerability against 
fast bowling in powerplay 
overs, to remain competi-
tive in the series.

The third T20I is sched-
uled to be played later this 
week, where India will look 
to bounce back and level 
the series, while Australia 
aims to consolidate their 
lead and secure a signifi-
cant advantage in the 
contest.

Abhishek Sharma Shines as Hazlewood Tears 
Through India in 2nd T20I

India were bundled out 
for 125 in the second T20I 
against Australia at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
with Abhishek Sharma the 
lone bright spot amid a top-
order collapse. The first 
match of  the five-game se-
ries in Canberra had been 
abandoned due to rain.

Abhishek’s 37-ball 68 fea-
tured aggressive strokes on 
the of f-side,  including 
slashes, check drives, and 
lofted shots, helping him 
reach a 23-ball half-century 
in his debut appearance at 
the iconic venue. His in-
nings stood out as the only 
resistance against the re-
lentless Australian pace 
attack.

Australia’s Josh Hazle-
wood led the charge, wreak-
ing havoc on India’s top 
and middle order. He dis-
missed vice-captain Shub-
man Gill, captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav,  and Tilak 
Varma early, leaving India 
reeling at 5 wickets down 
in just eight overs. The rest 
of  the batting lineup fal-
tered under pressure, fail-
ing to build partnerships 
or mount a meaningful 
chase.

Harshit Rana, promoted 
to No. 7, scored a quick 35, 

offering some late resist-
ance, but it was not enough 
to lift India to a competitive 
total. The visitors’ batting 
frai l t ies,  par t icularly 
against high-quality pace 
bowling in power play 
overs, were on full display.

Australia chased the 
modest target efficiently, 
with their openers and 
middle order keeping the 
scoreboard ticking. Hazle-
wood’s stellar bowling spell 
ensured India never gained 
momentum, giving the 

hosts a comfortable 4-wick-
et victory and a 1-0 lead in 
the series.

The defeat highlights In-
d i a ’s  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o 
strengthen their top-order 
batting and develop strate-
gies to handle quality pace 

attacks. With three more 
T20Is scheduled, India will 
aim to regroup and bounce 
back, while Australia looks 
to consolidate their advan-
tage and take a command-
ing lead in the five-match 
series.

16-Year-Old Ilamparthi A 
R Becomes India’s 90th 

Chess Grandmaster

Ilamparthi A R, a 16-year-old 
chess prodigy from Chennai, 
has become India’s 90th Grand-
master after achieving his final 
norm at the GM4 Bijeljina 2025 
Chess Festival in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

Ilamparthi’s journey to the 
Grandmaster title has been 
marked by consistent perfor-
mance across international 
tournaments. He secured his 
first GM norm at the Hanoi 
tournament in Vietnam in De-
cember 2023, followed by a sec-
ond norm at the Singapore In-
ter national Open in 2024. 
Crossing the 2500 Elo rating at 
the Rilton Cup (2024–25) posi-
tioned him for the final push, 
and his performance in Bosnia 
sealed the prestigious title.

The achievement was widely 
celebrated in the chess commu-
nity. AICF president Nitin Na-
rang took to social media to con-
gratulate Ilamparthi, saying, 
“Grandmaster No. 90 for Bharat! 
Congratulations to Ilamparthi 
A R on fulfilling all the require-
ments to become the 90th 
Grandmaster of  the country. 

Wishing you many more laurels 
and continued success in mak-
ing the nation proud.”

Legendary Indian chess play-
er and five-time World Champi-
on Viswanathan Anand also 
praised the young prodigy, not-
ing, “He has been missing the 
title on a few occasions, but 
each time he came back and 
worked harder. I really believe 
he has a lot of  potential and we 
hope to work together towards 
greater achievements.”

Ilamparthi’s rise is seen as a 
continuation of  India’s growing 
prominence in international 
chess, following in the footsteps 
of  players like Viswanathan 
Anand and Praggnanandhaa R. 
His achievement at such a 
young age highlights his talent, 
dedication, and the growing 
support system for chess in 
India.

The chess frater nity and 
sports enthusiasts across the 
country have hailed Ilampar-
thi’s accomplishment, celebrat-
ing him as an inspiration for 
aspiring young players aiming 
to excel on the global stage.

Oman Replaces Pakistan 
at Junior Hockey World 

Cup

Oman will join the lineup for 
the upcoming FIH Men’s Junior 
World Cup 2025 in Tamil Nadu, 
following Pakistan’s late with-
drawal, the International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) announced 
on Wednesday. The tournament 
is scheduled from November 28 
to December 10, with matches to 
be  held  in  Chennai  and 
Madurai.

Oman earned the spot as the 
next highest-ranked team from 
the Junior Asia Cup 2024, step-
ping in after Pakistan decided 
not to participate despite quali-
fying through last year’s conti-
nental championship. The Paki-
s t a n  H o c ke y  Fe d e r a t i o n 
informed the FIH that the team 
would not accept the invitation, 
citing internal consultations 
with their government before 
the event.

Pakistan had been placed in 
Group B alongside India, Chile, 
and Switzerland. With Oman 
taking their place, the group 
composition has been updated 
ahead of  the tournament. This 
late withdrawal marks the sec-
ond recent instance of  Pakistan 

pulling out from a major hockey 
event in India, after the Men’s 
Asia Cup in Rajgir, Bihar, where 
Bangladesh replaced them. The 
withdrawal also cost Pakistan a 
chance to qualify for next year’s 
World Cup, as the Asia Junior 
Cup served as a qualifying event.

The FIH had initially post-
poned the official draw for near-
ly a month to accommodate Paki-
s t a n ’ s  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , 
eventually holding the ceremony 
at its headquarters in Lausanne. 
The Men’s Junior World Cup 
2025 will feature 24 teams for the 
first time, alongside the Wom-
en’s edition, reflecting the FIH’s 
Empowerment and Engagement 
strategy aimed at promoting 
wider participation.

Germany enters the tourna-
ment as the defending champi-
ons, having won the 2023 edition 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The 
inclusion of  Oman ensures the 
tournament maintains full par-
ticipation and competitive bal-
ance, while giving the Middle 
Eastern nation an opportunity to 
showcase its growing hockey 
prowess on the global stage.
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Avatar: Fire and Ash Sets 
Record with Longest 

Runtime Yet

James Cameron’s much-an-
ticipated Avatar: Fire and Ash 
(Avatar 3) is gearing up to take 
the world by storm on Decem-
ber 19, 2025. As the third in-
s t a l l m e n t  i n  C a m e ro n’s 
groundbreaking sci-fi saga, 
the film has already captured 
global attention — and now, its 
confirmed runtime is adding 
e ve n  m o r e  f u e l  t o  t h e 
excitement.

According to reports, Ava-
tar: Fire and Ash is locked at 
an astonishing 3 hours and 15 
minutes, making it the longest 
entry in the Avatar franchise. 
The extended duration has 
sparked intense curiosity 
among fans and critics alike, 
prompting questions about the 

scale of  storytelling and the 
depth of  themes Cameron 
plans to explore this time.

Sources suggest that Fire 
and Ash delves into darker and 
more emotionally complex ter-
ritory than its predecessors. 
The film promises deeper 
world-building, new civiliza-
tions within Pandora, and 
moral conflicts that could rede-
fine the entire saga. Cameron, 
known for his meticulous at-
tention to detail and technical 
innovation, appears set to de-
liver a grand cinematic experi-
ence that balances visual spec-
t a c l e  w i t h  e m o t i o n a l 
intensity.

Returning to lead the cast 
are Sam Worthington and Zoe 

Saldaña, reprising their roles 
as Jake Sully and Neytiri. 
Backed by producer Jon Lan-
dau, Cameron continues his vi-
sion of  expanding Pandora’s 
mythology while pushing the 
boundaries of  filmmaking 
technology.

With its record-breaking 
runtime, ambitious storytell-
ing, and high emotional stakes, 
Avatar: Fire and Ash is shap-
ing up to be one of  2025’s big-
gest global events. Fans are 
bracing for a breathtaking 
journey that could surpass 
even the monumental success 
of  its predecessors — proving 
once again that when it comes 
to epic cinema, James Camer-
on still reigns supreme.

Chilling Trailer of 12A Railway Colony Promises a 
Gripping Psychological Thriller

The Girlfriend 
Crosses $500K in 

North America

Dhruv Vikram’s Bison 
Set for OTT Premiere 

on Netflix

After a successful the-
atrical  run,  Dhruv 
Vikram’s sports drama 
Bison is gearing up for 
its digital debut. Direct-
ed by the acclaimed 
filmmaker Mari Selva-
raj, the film hit theatres 
on October 24 and 
earned praise for its 
emotional storytelling 
and Dhruv’s powerful 
performance. Now, au-
diences who missed the 
theatrical experience 
have reason to celebrate 
— Bison is reportedly 
set to stream soon on 
Netflix.

According to industry 
buzz, Bison will pre-
miere on the popular 
OTT platform on No-
vember 21, available in 
Tamil, Telugu, and sev-
eral other regional lan-
guages. Though Netflix 
has yet to make an offi-
cial announcement, the 
news has already creat-
ed excitement among 
fans eager to revisit or 
experience the film for 
the first time.

The movie, which ex-
plores the spirit of  
kabaddi and the strug-
gles of  rural youth 
through the lens of  
sports and social dra-
ma, marks another im-

pactful work from Mari 
Selvaraj, known for 
films like Pariyerum Pe-
rumal and Kar nan. 
Dhruv Vikram, son of  
Kollywood star Chiyaan 
Vikram, delivers a ca-
reer-defining perfor-
mance that has been 
widely appreciated by 
critics and audiences 
alike.

Bison also features a 
strong supporting cast 
including Anupama 
Parameswaran, Pasu-
pathi, Rajisha Vijayan, 
Aamir, and Lal in key 
roles. The film’s stirring 
music and background 
score  by Nivas  K. 
Prasanna add depth to 
its intense narrative.

Jointly produced by 
Applause Entertain-
ment and Neelam Stu-
dios,  Bison blends 
sportsmanship with so-
cial commentary, mak-
ing it one of  Tamil cin-
ema’s most talked-about 
releases of  the year. 
With its anticipated 
OTT release, the film is 
expected to reach an 
even wider audience, 
f u r t h e r  c e m e n t i n g 
Dhruv Vikram’s posi-
tion as one of  the most 
promising young stars 
in Indian cinema.

Shiva Re-Release: 
Nagarjuna and RGV Chat 

with Sandeep Reddy Vanga

The legendary Telu-
gu film Shiva, starring 
Akkineni Nagarjuna 
and directed by Ram 
Gopal Varma, releasing 
the cult classic on No-
vember 14, 2025, giving 
fans a chance to relive 
one of  Indian cinema’s 
most path-breaking 
films on the big screen 
once again.

To mark the occa-
sion, a special promo-
tional video has been 
released featuring Na-
garjuna, Ram Gopal 
Varma, and acclaimed 
filmmaker Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga. The trio 
engaged in a candid 
conversation about the 
film’s legacy, its revolu-
tionary filmmaking 
techniques, and how 
Shiva continues to in-
spire a generation of  
filmmakers even dec-
ades later.

In the video, Vanga—
known for his intense 
storytelling style in Ar-
jun Reddy and Ani-
mal—expresses admi-
ration for Shiva’s raw 
energy and technical 
brilliance. He also high-
lights how the film re-
defined action and real-
ism in Telugu cinema. 

Nagarjuna reminisces 
about the experience of  
working with Varma, 
recalling how the film’s 
gritty college backdrop 
and powerful themes 
changed the course of  
his career. Ram Gopal 
Var ma, meanwhile, 
shares insights into the 
creative risks and vi-
sion that made Shiva a 
cinematic milestone.

Originally released 
in 1989, Shiva revolu-
tionized Telugu cinema 
with its bold storytell-
ing, realistic action se-
quences, and innova-
tive sound design. It not 
only established Ram 
Gopal Varma as a vi-
sionary director but 
also turned Nagarjuna 
into a youth icon.

With its re-release, 
Shiva promises to evoke 
nostalgia among long-
time fans and introduce 
new audiences to a 
timeless classic that 
shaped modern Telugu 
filmmaking. The enthu-
siastic response to the 
promotional campaign 
suggests that the film’s 
powerful legacy re-
mains as impactful to-
day as it was over three 
decades ago.
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T he much-awaited 
trailer of  12A Railway 
Colony, starring Allari 
Naresh and Kamakshi 
Bhaskarla, has finally 
dropped, and it’s already 
creating a stir among 
movie enthusiasts. Di-
rected by debutant film-
maker Nani, with music 
by Bheems Ceciroleo, the 
film appears to be a 
haunting psychological 
thriller that blurs the 
line between reality and 
illusion.

From the very first 
frame, the trailer im-
merses viewers in a chill-
ing atmosphere filled 
with dread and suspense. 
It introduces a series of  
gruesome murders that 
form the core of  the story 
while keeping every cru-
cial detail tightly under 
wraps. Each character is 
portrayed with enough 
ambiguity to fuel specu-
lation, making everyone 
a potential suspect in the 
unfolding mystery.

Allari Naresh stands 
out in a strikingly differ-
ent avatar, stepping far 
from his trademark com-
ic persona. His portrayal 
of  a man haunted by vi-
sions and trapped in a 
psychological maze hints 
at one of  his most in-
tense performances yet. 
Dr. Kamakshi Bhaskar-

la’s role adds both emo-
tional depth and in-
trigue, balancing the 
tension with her enig-
matic presence.

Veteran actor Sai Ku-
mar brings his trade-
mark gravitas to the nar-

r a t iv e ,  w h i l e  Viv a 
Harsha’s appearance 
adds another layer of  cu-
riosity to the storyline. 
T h e  g r i p p i n g  b a ck -
ground score by Bheems 
Ceciroleo enhances the 
film’s eerie tone, comple-

menting its dark visuals 
and unsettling pace.

With its blend of  psy-
chological tension, emo-
tional conflict, and mys-
tery, 12A Railway Colony 
looks set to offer a thrill-
ing cinematic experi-

ence. The trailer leaves 
viewers with more ques-
tions than answers—an 
intentional move that 
heightens anticipation 
for its theatrical release.

The film’s unique con-
cept and Naresh’s dra-

matic transformation 
are already fueling dis-
cussions online, mark-
ing 12A Railway Colony 
as one of  the most in-
triguing thrillers to 
w a t c h  o u t  f o r  t h i s 
season.

Rashmika Mandanna’s lat-
est film The Girlfriend is 
making waves at the global 
box office, particularly in 
North America, where it has 
achieved an impressive mile-
stone. The romantic drama, 
directed by Rahul Ravin-
dran, has grossed over $500K 
in the region, marking a 
strong overseas  perfor-
mance for the actress.

The film’s North Ameri-
can success reflects Rashmi-
ka’s growing popularity 
among international audi-
ences. With enthusiastic 
word of  mouth and positive 
reviews highlighting her nu-
anced perfor mance, The 
Girlfriend continues to draw 
steady crowds across multi-
ple cities. The makers ex-
pressed delight at the film’s 
warm reception and consist-
ent box office trend, which 
shows no signs of  slowing 
down.

Alongside Rashmika, ac-
tor Deekshith Shetty plays a 
pivotal role, complementing 
the emotional tone of  the 
story. The film also features 
a talented ensemble cast in-
cluding Rao Ramesh, Rohini, 
and Anu Emmanuel, each 

adding depth to the narra-
tive. Director Rahul Ravin-
dran, known for his sensi-
tive storytelling, appears to 
have struck the right emo-
tional chord with audiences 
through a blend of  romance, 
drama, and relatable human 
conflict.

Produced by Vidya Koppi-
needi  and Dheeraj  Mo-
gilineni, The Girlfriend also 
shines musically, thanks to 
Hesham Abdul  Wahab’s 
soulful songs and Prashanth 
R. Vihari’s evocative back-
ground score. Both elements 
have been widely praised for 
enhancing the film’s emo-
tional impact.

With this $500K milestone, 
The Girlfriend joins the 
growing list of  Telugu films 
finding major success over-
seas. As Rashmika contin-
ues to expand her global fan 
base, the film’s performance 
reinforces her position as 
one of  South Indian cine-
ma’s most bankable stars.

Industry watchers predict 
the film’s collections will 
rise further in the coming 
days as strong audience sup-
port continues across major 
North American markets.


