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yderabad: The b
y-election to the Ju-
bilee Hills Assem-
bly constituency he

re, crucial for the ruling
Congress and also BRS,
was held peacefully on
Tuesday with a meagre
48.47 per cent of voters e
xercising their fran
chise. State Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) C
Sudharshan Reddy told
PTI that the polling was
peaceful.

Asked about the com-
plaints received from the
Congress and BRS, he
said they were reported
to police, who acted on
them immediately.

Police cases were boo
ked against MLAs and
other leaders for the vio-
lation of Model Code of
Conduct, he said.

The BRS and Congress
submitted complaints to
the CEO against each
other with allegations of
violating MCC.

The BRS leaders said
that non-local Congress
leaders, who were camp-
ing in the constituency,
were trying to influence
voters, according to a
party release.

The Congress stated
that the BRS candidate
Maganti Sunita held a
press conference on poll-
ing day in violation of r
ules and that former BRS
MLAs K Chander and
Dasyam Vinay Bhaskar,
who are not residents of
Jubilee Hills, were cam-
paigning and influenc-
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Jubilee Hills hypollwitnesses

The b y-election to the

Jubilee Hills Assembly con-

stituency he re, crucial for
the ruling Congress and
also BRS, was held peace-
fully on Tuesday with a
meagre 48.47 per cent of
voters e xercising their fran
chise. State Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) C
Sudharshan Reddy told PTI
that the polling was peace-

ful.

ing voters.

Hyderabad Police said
cases were registered
against three sitting M
LAs and two former ML
Asfor allegedly violating
the MCC during the po
1ling.

Two cases were regis-
tered at the Madhurana-
gar Police Station agai
nst Congress MLASs Beer-
la Ilaiah, Ramachandra-

nayak, and Ramdas, a
police release said.

One case has been reg-
istered at the Borabanda
Police Station against for
mer BRS MLAs Dasyam
Vinay Bhaskar and oth
ers. Hyderabad Commis-
sioner of Police V C Sajja
nar, inspected the polling
progress of the bypoll
from the Integrated Com-
mand and Control Cen-

tre (ICCC) and also moni-
tored the situation at
various polling stations
using drones.

Sajjanar said this is
the first time in the coun-
try that the voting pro-
cess is being supervised
using drone technology
for this election.

He said a total of 150
drone cameras were use
d as per the directions of
the Election Comm is-
sion. Meanwhile, BRS
candidate Maganti Su-
nita held a dharna at a
polling booth at Krishna
Nagar alleging that Con-
gress workers were cast-
ing votes using fake iden-
tity cards.

However, the grand old
party submitted a com-
plaint to the CEO alleg-
ing that Sunita and other
BRS leaders threatened
party leaders who were a
t the office of Congress
candidate Naveen Yad av.

Telangana Tops National

TPN Bureau | Nov
11,2025

elangana has se-

cured the top rank

na tionally in water
conservation efforts
under the Union Minis-
try of Jal Shakti’s Jal Sa
nchay Jan Bhagidari
(JSJB) 1.0 initiative, with
the impressive construc-
tion of 5.2 lakh water con
servation structures. Th

e announcement was ma
de by Jal Shakti Minister
C.R. Paatil regarding thi
syear's awards under the
"Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Ca
tch the Rain" campaign.

Chhattisgarh followed
in second place with 4.05
lakh completed projects,
and Rajasthan came in
third with 3.64 lakh stru
ctures. The awards will
be presented at the 6th
National Water Awa rds
by President Droupadi

Murmu on November
18th. The JSJB 1.0 initia-
tive, launched in Septem-
ber 2024, promotes com-
munity-led water stewa
rdship by mandating
states to create a mini-
mum of 10,000 artificial
recharge and storage
structures. Telangana’s
exemplary performance
was strongly driven by
its districts, particularly
in the Southern Zone,
where they dominated

NIA Charge Sheets 21 CPI (Maoist)
Cadres in Telangana Terror Cases

New Delhi Bureau |
Nov 11, 2025

he National Inves-
tigation Agency
(NIA), India's anti-
terror body, has file
d a comprehensive char
ge sheet against a total
of 21 cadres belonging to
the banned terrorist o
rga nization, the CPI M
aoist), in connection wit
h three separate terror
conspiracy cases regis-
tered in Telangana state.
The NIA filed three sepa-
rate charge sheets today
before the NIA Special
Court, Hyderabad, nam-
ing 20 arrested accused
and one who remains an
absconder.

All 21 accused have
been charged under vari-
ous stringent sections of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),
along with sections of
the Arms Act, Explosive

s Act, and the Bhara tiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS S).
The investigation concl
usively established that
all the accused were fou
nd to be actively involved
in a deep-seated Maoist
conspiracy hatched by
senior cadres of the CPI
(Maoist). The primary
objective of this conspir-
acy was to "wage a war
against the Government
of India" through a series
of planned terror activi-
ties. A major part of the
plan was aimed at estab-
lishing the Karrigutta hills
asasecure and operational
safe base for the terror out-
fit. The con spiracy also
involved pro moting the
group’s activities through
violent attacks in a bid to
establish a totalitarian,
non-democratic regime,
thereby directly threaten-
ing the sovereignty, integ-
rity, an d constitutional
framework of the country:
The key arrested acc used,

who were taken into cus-
tody in May of this year,
include Kunjam Lakka,
Marigala Sumati, Kartam
Joga, Kartam Bheema,
and Hem ala SukkKi. Their
arrests, initially made by
the Telangana Police, took
place at three different lo-
cations within the Mulugu
district. The police suc-
cessfully seized a host of
illegal arms, including au-
tomatic assault rifles,
along with ammunition,
explosives, various pieces
of Maoist literature, and
several other highly in-
criminating materials
from the arrested individu-
als. The NIA has since tak-
en over the investigation
related to the three sepa-
rate FIRs from the state po-
lice and is actively continu-
ing its probe, specifically
focusing on thwarting the
continued attempts by the
CPI (Maoist) to revive and
expand its undergr ound
activities in the region.

the performance met-
rics. Adilabad topped the
district list with a mas-
sive 98,693 completed
works, followed by Nal-
gonda (84,827) and Man-
cherial (84,549), securing
the top three positions in
the zone. In the Munici-
pal Corporation catego-
ry, the Hyderabad Metro-
politan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) was recog-
nized, ranking second

BRS MLC Sravan Daso
ju alleged that the Con-
gress government is mis-
using power and indulg-
ing in "bogus voting" due
to fear of losing the by
poll. Voters were sent in-
side a polling booth at
Shaikpet without voter
identity cards being veri-
fied, he claimed.

The bypoll was neces-
sitated due to the death
of BRS MLLA Maganti Go
pinath in June this year.

The BJP fielded L De
epak Reddy, while Gopi-
nath's widow Sunita is
the BRS candidate. The
ruling Congress candi-
date Naveen Yadav en-
joys the support of Asa-
duddin Owaisi-led AIM
IM. Though the bypoll
result would have no
bearing on the stability
of the Congress govern-
ment, the outcome would
be seen as a referendum
on CM Revanth Reddy's
performance.

The election outcome
is crucial as the ruling
Congress is steadfast in
its goal to further stren
gthen its electoral hold.

The main opposition
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) islooking toretain
the seat and make a bo
unce back after its rout
in the 2023 Lok Sabha pol
1s, preceded by its shock
defeat in the 2023 assem-
bly polls.

The BJP was keen on
emerging as an alterna-
tive to the BRS and Con
gress. The counting of
votes would be taken up
on November 14.

48.4% pollmg, emls peacefully

Water
onservation Project Rankings

nationally with 14,363
completed works, just be-
hind Raipur Municipal
Corporation, and will re-
ceive a cash prize of 2
crore. The total count of
awards announced this
year is 100, spanning
across various catego-
ries including states, dis-
tricts, urban local bodies
(ULBs), partner minis-
tries, NGOs, and indus-
try bodies. The ministry
also acknowledged the

hief Minister S
hri A. Revanth Re
ddy addressed the
press today after

paying his last respects
to the departed re-
nowned poet and writ-
er, Ande Sri, at his fu-
neral, which was held
with full state honours.
The Chief Minister
movingly recalled the
significant and irre-
placeable role played
by the popular writer
and poet during the in-
tense Telangana strug-
gle through his deeply
resonant songs and po-
ems, particularly his
magnum opus, "Jaya
Jayahe Telangana Ja-
nani Jaya Ketanam".
Addressing the pre
ss, the Chief Minister
announced the State
Government’s commit-
ment to securing the
highest possible hon-
our for the poet. He dis-
closed that the State
Government had previ-
ously written a letter to
the Union Government
last year, officially re-
questing to confer the
Padma Shri award on
Ande Sri, but unfortu-
nately, no positive re-
sponse was received.
Undeterred, CM Re-

CM Revanth Reddy
Pledges State
Efforts for Padma
Shri for Ande Sri

Hyderabad Bureau
| Nov 11,2025

vanth Reddy declared
that the government
will write a letter again
and issue a strong ap-
peal to the Centre to im
mediately consider the
demand for the Padma
Shri award to Ande
Sri, who passed away
on Monday. The Chief
Minister also made a
direct, public request
to Union Ministers G.
Kishan Reddy and Ban-
di Sanjay Kumar to ex-
tend their complete co-
operation and support
in awarding the Padma
Shri to the writer who
penned Telangana's of-
ficial song. He urged
both the state and cen-
tral governments to
strive together to en-
sure this posthumous
Padma award is be-
stowed upon the great
Telangana writer, ac-
knowledging the poet's
status as a national fig-
ure whose work tran-
scended regional boun
daries. Recalling his
own close association,
CM Revanth Reddy sai
d that the demise of An
de Sri is an irreparable
loss for him personally
and also to the entire
Telangana society. He
recollected me eting
Ande Sri when he was
the TPCC president an
d appealing to the writ-
er to play a con tinu-

ous role in solving the
problems of the Telan-
gana people. The CM
stated that every song
written by both Gaddar
and Ande Sri was a
profound inspiration
to the people. It was for
this reason that the
State Cabinet had al-
ready taken the land-
mark decision to in-
clude Ande Sri's song,
“Jaya Jayahe Telanga-
na,” as a subject in the
school curriculum, en-
suring his legacy en-
dures. Furthermore,
the Chief Minister an-
nounced that the gov-
ernment will establish
a magnificent Memo-
rial Park in memory of
Ande Sri and will also
provide a guaranteed
government job to one
of the writer's immedi-
ate family members,
ensuring their finan-
cial security. He also pr
omised to republish An
de Sri's seminal collec-
tion of songs, “Nippula
Vaagu,” stating it woul
d serve as a crucial gu
ide, akin to the Bhaga-
vad Gita, Bible, and Q
uran, for those fighting
for the rights and issu
es of Telangana people.
He added that 20,000
copies of the book will
be published and made
available in every li-
brary across the state.

corporate and civil soci-
ety ecosystems, naming
the FICCI Water Mission
and ASSOCHAM as the
best industry associa-
tions, and the NGO Jalt-
ara Save Groundwater

topping its category. Fur-
thermore, fourteen offic-
ers from the Central Wa-
ter Commission and
Central Ground Water
Board were recognized
for their vital district-

level coordination ef-
forts, underscoring the
whole-of-government ap-
proach that contributed
to the success of the wa-
ter conservation mission
across the country.

Telangana Govt Releases 12.99 Crore
Immedlate Ald for Cyclone Vlctlms

ABN Bureau | Nov
11,2025

he Telangana

State Government
today made a cru-
cial decision to
provide immediate re-
lief to families affected
by the recent severe we
ather. In response to the
damage caused by the
'Montha' cyclone and
the subsequent heavy
rainfall and flooding in
various districts, the
government has sanc-
tioned and released
12.99 crore as immedi-
ate relief funds for the
flood-affected families.
Government orders to
this effect were issued

today (Tuesday).

The 'Montha' cyclone,
which severely impact-

ber 27th to 30th for four
consecutive days, cau
sed significant property
damage due to the re-
sulting heavy rains and
floods across 16 distric
ts. Following reports
and assessments, the
Revenue Department’s

/ Spec1a1 Chlef Secretary,

Arvind Kumar, released
the orders specifying
the quantum of assis-
tance. Based on the re-
ports submitted by the
respective District Col-
lectors, a total of 8,662
houses were identified as
damaged across 15 dis-

tricts. The governme nt
has decided to provid e
financial assistance of
15,000 for each damaged
house to the affected fam-
ilies. The total amount
released as immediate
aid for these 8,662 dam-
aged houses amounts to
the approved 12.99 crore.

Crucially, the govern-
ment has directed that
these funds will be di-
rectly deposited into the
bank accounts of the af-
fected families, ensuring
quic k and transparent
distribution of the relief
money. The severely af-
fected districts included
Warangal, Hana mko
nda, Vikarabad, Vana-
parthy, Rangareddy, Ka-
rimnagar, Mahabubna-
gar, Nagarkurnool, Yad
adri Bhuvanagiri, Siddi-
pet, Rajanna Sircilla,
Mulugu, Mahabubabad,
Suryapet, Bhadradri
Kothagudem, and Nal-
gonda. This swift action
underscores the state
government's commit-
ment to providing timely
support and stability to
citizens impacted by nat-
ural disasters.
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Telangana Leaders Anguished Over
Delhi Blast, Demand Thorough Probe

TPN Bureau | Nov 11,
2025

Several prominent
leaders from Telangana,
including Union Minis-
ters G. Kishan Reddy and
Bandi Sanjay Kumar, ex-
pressed their deep an-
guish and offered condo-
lences over the tragic lo
ss of lives in the high-
intensity explosion that
occurred near the Red Fo
rt in Delhi. The blast rip
ped through a slow-mov-
ing car at a traffic signal
on Monday evening, tr
agically killing at least
nine people and gutting
several surrounding ve-
hicles, according to ini-
tial reports.

Union Minister Kis-
han Reddy posted on X'
on Monday night, stat-
ing, "Deeply anguished
by the tragic loss of lives
in the horrific blast near
Red Fort in Delhi. My
heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families
and prayers for the swift

recovery of those in-
jured." Union Minister
Bandi Sanjay Kumar
also termed the incident
as "deeply tragic and he
artbreaking." He assured
the public that high-level
investigative bodies
were immediately acti-
vated, noting in his 'X'
post that "Hon'ble Union
Home Minister Shri @
AmitShah ji said NSG,
NIA, and forensic teams
have begun a detailed in-
vestigation from all an-
gles." Sanjay Kumar con-
firmed that the Home
Minister has "directed
officials to examine
CCTYV footage, ensure a
thorough probe" to un-
cover the full details of
the incident.
Separately, AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi
called for a thorough and
swift investigation into
the car blast and de-
manded the maximum
possible punishment un-
der the law for those

found responsible for the
explosion. The Hy-
derabad MP stated on 'X'
that he was "Very dis-
turbed by the news of the
#RedFort blast" and of-
fered his prayers for the
injured and patience for
the bereaved. He stressed
that those responsible
for this "condemnable
act must receive the
maximum punishment
under the law." Telanga-
na Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka and BRS Working
President KT Rama Rao
were also among the
leaders who publicly ex-
pressed their grief over
the loss of lives and con-
veyed their deepest con-
dolences to the affected
families. The unified re-
sponse from across the
political spectrum un-
derscores the serious-
ness of the security inci-
dent and the collective
demand for immediate
justice.
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Press Release | Nov
11, 2025, The Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
party has strongly pro-
tested the alleged viola-
tion of election rules by
the ruling Congress
party during the ongo-
ing polling in the Jubi-
lee Hills constituency,
submitting multiple of-
ficial complaints to the
authorities. The BRS
specifically raised seri-
ous objections to the
Congress leaders’ ac-
tions, which included
deployi ng "non-locals"
near pol ling booths and
campaigning while
wearing party-branded
t-shirts, both of which
are deemed illegal at-
tempts to influence
voters.

BRS leaders formally
submitted a detailed
complaint to the Re-

turning Officer (RO), al-
leging that the Con-
gress party was deplo
ying external individu-
als near their booths in
blatant contravention
of election regulations.
They sharply criticized
the enforcement au-
thorities, stating that
the "police and officials
are turning a blind eye"
to these gross viola-
tions, suggesting a par-
tisan approach. The
complaint also high-
lighted the active pres-
ence and campaigning
of various Congress
MLAs and MLCs who
were observed roaming
around the Jubilee Hills
constit uency on elec-
tion day, which the BRS
views as a form of un-
due pressure. A serious
incident cited was the
alleged open assault by
Congress leader Baba

Fasiuddin on BRS lead-
ers in Borabanda, an ac-
tion the BRS condem
ned as deeply concern-
ing and a threat to dem-
ocratic order. The BRS
confirmed that it has
lodg ed a total of 60 of-

ficial complaints with
the Returning Officer
thus far regarding vari-
ous infractions. The
BRS vehemently criti-
cized the Election Com-
mission’s perceived
"partisan attitude", ar-

BRS Accuses Gongress of Widespread
Violations in Jubilee Hills Poll

guing that the lack of
response or action on
their repeated demands
for intervention is pro
of of this bias. Further-
more, the BRS brought
to the attention of the
EC officials the persis-

tent issue of Congress
leaders distributing
money even as polling
was underway. A spe-
cific instance was re-
ported in Vengal Rao
Nagar, where a Congr
ess worker was caught
red-handed by the BRS
while distributing cash
and was subsequently
handed over to the po-
lice. The BRS also re-
ported incidents of Con
gress leaders allegedly
intimidating voters us-
ing "bouncers", lodging
complaints with elec-
tion staff and the police
at every reported
location.

The BRS stated that it
is continuously escalat-
ing these "anarchic
acts" by the Congress to
both the Returning Of-
ficer and the Chief
Electoral Officer.

Minister Thummala
Reviews Oil Palm
Companies’
Performance

Secretariat Bureau
| Nov 11, 2025

Today, Minister for
Agriculture, Market-
ing, Co-operation, and
Handlooms & Tex-
tiles, Shri Tummala
Nageswara Rao, con-
ducted a review meet-
ing at the Secretariat
concerning the per-
formance and opera-
tions of Oil Palm com-
panies operating in
the state. The meeting
aimed at accelerating
the expansion of oil
palm cultivation, a
key focus area for the
government's agricul-
tural diversification
strategy.

The meeting was at-
tended by key officials
and stakeholders, in-
cluding the Commis-
sioner of Horticulture
and Managing Direc-
tor of Oilfed, Smt.
Yasmin Pasha, along
with representatives
from various Oil Palm
factories and depart-
mental officials. Min-
ister Thummala me-
ticulously reviewed
crucial aspects of the
sector. The agenda
covered the expansion
of oil palm cultivation
area across the state,

the facilities and sup-
port being provided to
farmers who are tran-
sitioning to this cash
crop, the operational
efficiency and perfor-
mance of the process-
ing units, and the re-
sponsibilities and
commitments of the
oil palm companies
operating under gov-
ernment agreements.
The Minister empha-
sized the need for a
seamless ecosystem
from cultivation to
processing to ensure
maximum benefit for
the farmers and to
meet the state's tar-
gets for edible oil self-
sufficiency. He in-
structed the comp
anies to ensure timely
payment to farmers
and adherence to
quality standards.
The review highlights
the government's pro-
active approach to
monitoring large-
scale agricultural pro-
jects and ensuring
that private compa-
nies fulfill their obli-
gations in expanding
cultivation and set-
ting up necessary pro-
cessing infrastructure
to support the grow-
ing farmer base.

Telangana, AP CMs Pay Tribute to
MaulanaAzad on Birth Anniversary

TPN Bureau | Nov 11,

2025, Chief Ministers of
both Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, A. Re-
vanth Reddy and N.
Chandrababu Naidu, to-
day paid rich tributes to
the revered freedom
fighter and India's first
Education Minister,
Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, on his birth anni-
versary, which is official-
ly celebrated as National
Education Day and Mi-
nority Welfare Day.
Telangana Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy ex-
tolled Maulana Azad for
laying a strong and pro-
gressive foundation for
the country's education
sector. CM Revanth Red-
dy recalled the leader's
pivotal contributions to
the development of the
education sector, specifi-
cally mentioning his in-

troduction of crucial
policies such as adult lit-
eracy, universal primary
education, compulsory
free education for all
children under 14 years,
vocational training, and
the establishment of the
pivotal University Gr
ants Commission (UGC).
He also highlighted
Maulana Azad's crucial
role as the Chairman of
the Central Advisory
Board of Education. The
Chief Minister stated th
at the current state gov-
ernment is taking direct
inspiration from India's
first Education Minister
and has begun imple-
menting revolutionary
changes in the education
sector. He cited the ambi-
tious project of building
Young India Integrated
Residential Schools in
every constituency to

provide free, quality edu-
cation to the poor at an
international level. Fur-
thermore, he mentioned
the upgrading of Indus-
trial Training Institutes
(ITIs) to Advanced Tech-
nology Centres (ATCs)
equipped with state-of-
the-art technology, along-
side the establishment of
the Young India Skill
University and the sub-
sequent appointment of
qualified teachers and
lecturers. The CM also
commended Maulana
Azad's invaluable servic-
es during the freedom
struggle, including his
role as the president of
the All India Congress
Committee and his ac-
tive participation in the
Khilafat Movement. Re-
calling Azad's opposition
to the partition and his
stress on Hindu-Muslim

unity, CM Revanth Reddy
affirmed that Azad was a
true voice of minorities
after independence,
which is why his birth
anniversary is celebrat-
ed as Minority Welfare
Day. The CM affirmed
that minority welfare is
a top priority for his "peo
ple's government," citing
the launch of new, tar-
geted schemes like the
Indiramma Minority
Mahila Yojana and Re-
vanthanna Ka Sahara
with adequate fund allo-
cation. Andhra Prad esh
CM N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Minister
Nara Lokesh also con-
veyed their tributes, ac-
knowledging Maulana
Azad's profound contri-
bution to education, sci-
ence, and technology
through innovative refor
ms.
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Telangana Plans to Include Fish in Mid-Day Meals

TPN Bureau | Nov 8,
2025

State Fisheries Minis-
ter Vakiti Srihari anno
unced the government's
strong commitment to
the development of the
fishermen community
during the World Aqua-
culture India 2025 Con-
ference, organized by the
National Fisheries De-
velopment Board (NFDB)
at HICC Novotel. The
Minister, who is from the
fishermen community,
expressed his pride in
being the first person
from the Mudiraj com-
munity to be given the
Fisheries portfolio since
the formation of Andhra
Pradesh. He stated that
the Congress govern-
ment, in its very first
cabinet meeting under
CM Revanth Reddy, allo-
cated an unprecedented
budget of 123 crores to

revitalize the Fisheries
Department, which he
claimed was weakened
in the past.

Minister Srihari high-
lighted that robust plans
are being drawn up to
make the Fisheries De-
partment a key, active
component of the state’s
economy. Telangana,
blessed by the Krishna
and Godavari rivers and
the Kakatiya-era chain
of tanks, possesses sig-
nificant water resources,
which are a great boon to
the fishing industry. He
detailed the extensive
seed distribution pro-
gram, confirming that 84
crore fish seedlings and
10 crore shrimp seed-
lings are being released
into the state’s nearly
26,000 water bodies. To
ensure complete trans-
parency, the distribution
is overseen by a multi-

BRS Files
Complaint to
EC Alleging
Cash
Distribution
By Congress

TPN Bureau | Nov
8, 2025

The BRS party's le-
gal cell and repre-
sentatives have main-
tained a continuous
stream of communi-
cation with the Elec-
tion Commission (E
C) and the Chief Ele
ctoral Officer, lodg-
ing detailed complai
nts regarding alleged
Congress "anarchies"
in the Jubilee Hills
by-election. An ur-
gent recent com-
plaint, sent via email,
focused on severe vio-
lations at a specific
location: Booth No.
203 in the Venkal Rao
Nagar Division (As-
sembly Constituency
61). The BRS formal-
ly alleged that on the
day of polling (Nove
mber 11, 2025), Con-
gress party leaders
and workers were ob-
served openly distrib-
uting cash to voters
in clear violation of
the Model Code of
Conduct and the Rep-
resentation of the
People Act. The com-
plaint stated that
these activities were
happening near the
polling station, di-
rectly impacting vot-
ers' choices and sup-
porting their cand
idate, Sri V. Naveen
Yadav.

Of equal concern,
the BRS claimed that
the local police per-

sonnel on duty at
Booth No. 203 wit-
nessed these illegal
activities but took no
action, offering a
"blind-eyed coopera-
tion" that embold-
ened the Congress
workers to continue
bribing voters. The
BRS asserted that
these actions consti-
tute "corrupt practic-
es" under Section 123
of the Representa-
tion of the People
Act, 1951. Inresponse,
the BRS made several
urgent demands to
the EC: to immediate-
ly deploy senior po-
lice officials or Cen-
tral Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) to con-
trol the situation; to
suspend or transfer
the local police offic-
ers responsible for
negligence; to seize
the illegal cash being
distributed and regis-
ter cases under rele-
vant laws; and to en-
sure the expenditure
from the cash distri-
bution is added to the
election expenditure
account of the Con-
gress candidate, Sri
V. Naveen Yadav. The
BRS concluded by re-
questing immediate
action and acknowl-
edgment to safeguard
the free, fair, and cor-
ruption-free conduct
of the polling process
at Booth No. 203.

tier official system (Ad-
ditional Collectors for re
servoirs, RDOs for large
tanks, MROs for small
tanks), and signboards
detailing the distribu-
tion are being installed
at every water source.

Date: November 11 20

Organized by
National Fisherl

Furthermore, the gov-
ernment has provided an
insurance cover of 1.40
crore for fishermen. The
Minister concluded by
assuring a non-partisan
approach to develop-
ment, working with the

evelopment Bo

Central government, and
confirmed that he will
soon discuss with CM Re-
vanth Reddy the decision
to incorporate fish into
the mid-day meal scheme
as a vital food for human
health.

BRS Leader: Congress MLAs
Openly Distributing Cash

TPN Bureau | Nov 8,
2025

BRS State Leader Enu-
mula Rakesh Reddy laun
ched a scathing attack on
the ruling Congress par-
ty, accusing its elected
representatives of un-
precedented corruption
and lawlessness during
the Jubilee Hills by-elec-
tion. Reddy alleged that
Congress MLAs and ML
Cs have abandoned their
official dignity and adop
ted the guise of "street ro
wdies" purely to secure a
win in this single by-poll.
He claimed that Con-
gress legislators were
openly and rampantly
violating election norms
by using "wads of cash"
to bribe voters, some-
times even brandishing
polling slips while dis-
tributing notes. Reddy
asserted that this level of
electoral manipulation
is unheard of in Telan-
gana's political history
and attributed the cha-
otic situation directly to
the leadership of Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy,
suggesting that his ar-
rival has led to the entire
government machinery
descending into the

streets.

He pointed fingers di-
rectly at high-ranking of-
ficials, including the De
puty Chief Minister, who
he alleged was moving
his convoy unchecked
near polling booths. He
also specifically criticize
d Deputy Speaker Ra-
machandra Naik, claim-
ing Naik had forgotten
his constitutional positio
n and was seen distribut-
ing handfuls of cash on
the roads. Rakesh Reddy
questioned the purpose
of holding an election,
campaigning, and voting
when the Congress was

resorting to such blatant
tactics, suggesting they
should simply take the
polling machines home
and register their votes
directly. He concluded
that the desperate and
degraded behavior of the
Congress party, just two
years into its term, is an
admission of moral de-
feat and that their at-
tempt to defeat "one wo
man candidate" (the BRS
nominee) and subvert
the democratic verdict
would make it difficult
for the party to survive
in Telangana for the next
25 years.

CM Honors Ande
Sri, Reversing BRS's
insult, Says Dayakar

TPN Bureau | Nov 8,
2025

TPCC General Secre-
tary Chanagani Dayakar
highlighted the stark
contrast in how the BRS
and the current Congre
ss government, known as
Praja Palana, have treat-
ed the poets and artists
who fueled the Telanga-
na statehood movement.
Dayakar vehemently ac-
cused former Chief Min-
ister KCR and the previ-
ous BRS administration
of severely insulting the
late poet and lyricist
Ande Sri, noting that he
was denied the respect
he deserved during their
ten-year rule. In sharp
opposition to this, Daya-
kar praised Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy for
immediately honoring
Ande Sri's legacy by de-
claring his celebrated
song, "Jaya Jayahe Tel-
angana," as the official
Telangana State An-
them. This act, he stated,
is a profound recogni-
tion of the poet’s contri-
bution and the literary
power that mobilized the
movement.

Dayakar further as-
serted that poets and art-
ists who fought for Tel-

angana were subjected to
immense injustice under
the BRS regime. He high-
lighted CM Revanth Red-
dy's personal commit-
ment, citing the fact that
the Chief Minister him-
self participated in Ande
Sri’s final journey and
carried his bier, symbol-
izing the government’s
deep reverence for the
poet's sacrifices. Beyond
Ande Sri, the govern-
ment has established the
Gaddar Awards in the
name of the great ballad-
eer, further cementing
the government's policy
of giving a place of hon-

or to revolutionary art-
ists. Dayakar stressed
that the Congress party
is the only one to actively
recognize the sacrifices
of artists and poets. He
concluded by detailing
the significant compen-
sation awarded to Ande
Sri's family: 1 crore and
300 square yards of land,
demonstrating the Praja
Palana government's
committed efforts, which
include forming a spe-
cial committee for the
welfare of all Telangana
movement activists who
were severely neglected
under the BRS rule.
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Dasoju Alleges Congress Irregularities
and Police Collusion at Jubilee Hills

TPN Bureau | Nov 8,
2025

BRS MLC Dasoju
Sravan leveled serious
allegations against the
ruling Congress party
concerning flagrant ir-
regularities during the
ongoing Jubilee Hills
by-election polling. He
specifically highlight-
ed major anomalies oc-
curring at Booths No.
66 and 67, located with-
in the Al Falah School
in Diamond Hills, Shai-
kpet Division. Based o
n information received
from local residents an
d BRS booth agents,
Sravan claimed that
the Congress party's su
pporters were engaged
in blatant misconduct
and "rowdyism" aimed

at influencing voters in
favor of their candi-
date. He asserted that
this included alleged
intimidation of booth
agents and the illegal
distribution of cash to
voters.

A central point of
his accusation was the
alleged complicity of
law enforcement. Sra-
van claimed that the lo-
cal police personnel as-
signed to the booths
were providing "silent
cooperation" to the
Congress party's illicit
activities and had
failed to take any ac-
tion despite being in-
formed. He stated that
the police's negligence
allowed the Congress
supporters' "high-

handedness" to contin-
ue unchecked. Ex-
pressing severe anger
over the police's inac-
tion, Sravan demanded
that senior authorities
take immediate, stern
action against both the
Congress supporters
and the police person-
nel responsible for der-
eliction of duty. He em-
phasized that the
Jubilee Hills by-elec-
tion must be conducted
in a free and fair man-
ner and appealed to the
Election Commission
to intervene promptly,
potentially by deploy-
ing central armed forc-
es, to ensure the integ-
rity of the voting
process at the compro-
mised booths.

Bollam Mallaiah Alleges EC
Failure and Police Operating
as 'Congress Agents

TPN Bureau | Nov 8,
2025

In a press conference
held at Telangana
Bhavan, former BRS
MLA Bollam Mallaiah
Yadav strongly con-
demned the Congress
party for its alleged fla-
grant violations of ele
ction regulations dur-
ing the Jubilee Hills
by-election polling. He
accused non-local Con-
gress leaders of attem
ting to bribe voters wit
h "bags of cash," dem-
onstrating a desperate
attempt to influence
the election outcome.
Yadav directed his crit-
icism squarely at the
Election Commission
(EC), stating that de-
spite the BRS raising
alarms and filing ad-
vance complaints re-

garding potential mis-
conduct, the EC failed
to take adequate pre-
ventive measures. He
argued that this inac-
tion allowed the situa-
tion to deteriorate.
Yadav further al-
leged that the local po-
lice were showing bias,
operating in a "unilat-
eral" manner and effec-
tively working as "agen
ts of the Congress par-
ty" rather than imparti
al law enforcement of-
ficers. He publicly nam
ed several Congress lea
ders, including Beerla
Ilaiah, Ramachandra
Naik, Shankar Naik,
and Amit Reddy, claim-
ing they were caught
"red-handed" violating
the rules, and demand-
ed that the EC take
strict action against

them immediately. Ya-
dav attributed Con-
gress's alleged use of
"fear and intimidation"
among voters to their
clear apprehension of
losing the by-election.
He confirmed that the
BRS has sent over sixty
complaints via email
to the EC since the
morning and plans to
meet with officials in
person. He warned
that voters would not
tolerate this "murder
of democracy" and
would use their votes
to answer the Congress
party's "goondaism" at
the ballot box. Finally,
he urgently appealed
to the Election Com-
mission to respond
swiftly and ensure the
smooth and fair con-
duct of the by-poll.

Ponnam Condemns BRS's 'Sympathy
Politics' in Jubilee Hills Bypoll

TPN Bureau | Nov
8, 2025

State Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar is-
sued a strong rebuttal
to the opposition BRS
party's accusations d
uring the Jubilee Hill
s by-election polling,
asserting that the Co
ngress party remains
the one committed to
the principles of de-
mocracy. Speaking to
the media, he af-
firmed that Congress
respects the process
and desires a fair and
democratic election.
Minister Prabhakar
addressed the BRS
candidate's public
statements, specifi-
cally condemning the
attempt to evoke sym-
pathy with rhetorical
questions like, "Will

you kill me, or tell me
to leave?" He charac-
terized this as a form
of "sympathy poli-
tics" arising from the
BRS candidate's frus-
tration and certain de
feat, stating that such
statements were an
act of desperation.
The Minister de-
fended the Congress
party's compliance wi
th election rules, not-
ing that their leader-
ship had worked unit-
edly for their cand
idate's victory. He stat
ed that, following the
end of the campaign
period, no Congress
leaders were found
moving around the
constituency after the
5-hour cutoff. He ap-
pealed to the Election
Commission to take

action against any no
n-constituency lead-
ers, regardless of par-
ty affiliation, who vio-
lated the campaign
rules. However, he
strongly criticized the
BRS candidate's po-
litically motivated
statements, calling
the act of seeking pu
blic sympathy in this
manner a violation of
the Model Code of
Conduct. Minister
Prabhakar concluded
by expressing his re-
spect for the constitu-
ency's voters, urging
the people of Jubilee
Hills to exercise their
franchise according
to their own conscie
nce and judgment,
making a free choice
without fear or exter-
nal pressure.
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Actor Vijay Deverakonda Questioned
inOnline

TPN Bureau | Nov 11,
2025

Telugu film actor Vijay
Deverakonda today ap-
peared before the CID
(Criminal Investigation
Department) of the Tel-
angana government for
questioning in connec-
tion with cases related to
promoting illegal online
betting and gaming apps.
The actor had received
notices from the CID to
record his statement fol-
lowing the transfer of
relevant FIRs, originally
registered in Punjagutta,
Miyapur, and Cyberabad,
to the specialized investi-
gative agency.

The Telangana gov-
ernment constituted a
Special Investigation
Team (SIT), under the
overall supervision of
the Additional Director
General of Police, CID, to
curb illegal betting and
ensure a thorough inves-
tigation of these cases.

The SIT is investigating
multiple cases filed
against the organizers
and promoters of these
applications, which lure
the public with promises
of easy money but often
lead to severe financial
distress and psychologi-
cal harm, sometimes re-
sulting in suicides. The
police have booked man-
agements of illegal apps,
film actors, and social
media influencers for
promotion under vari-
ous provisions of the
Telangana State Gaming
Act, 2017, BNSS, and IT
Act. During the ques-
tioning, CID officials re-
corded the actor’s state-
ment. Deverakonda
provided details of the
agreement made with
the A23 gaming app com-
pany that he promoted.
He stated to the CID that
the A23 gaming app he
promoted does not oper-
ate or open in Telangana.

He further assured the
authorities that he will
not promote any gaming
or betting apps in the fu-
ture. The actor had pre-
viously appeared before

IBS Hyderabad Celebrates

the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) in August
this year in a related
money laundering case.
At that time, Deverakon-
da clarified that he was

Betting App Case

doing an endorsement
for a gaming app and as-
serted that there was “no
connection between
gaming apps and betting
apps.”
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Iconic Moti Gunj Bridge
on Mir Alam Tank to Be
Constructed at

TPN Bureau | Nov
11

Hyderabad is set to
gain another iconic
landmark with the fi-
nalization of the ten-
der for the construc-
tion of the ‘Mir Alam
Iconic Bridge’. The
project, long awaited
by the city’s residents,
will be executed by the
prominent constructio
n firm KNR, which
won the tender for
319.24 crores. The con-
struction will be over-
seen by the Musim Riv-
erfront Development
Corporation Limited
(MRDCL).

Named after Mir

Alam Bahadur, Diwan
of the Nizam State, the
Mir Alam Tank was
originally constructed
in 1806 and currently
spans 450 acres. The
state government’s ai
m is to construct a vis-
ually appealing bridge
with four lanes over
the reservoir, located
adjacent to the Nehru
Zoological Park and
the Bengaluru Nation-
al Highway. This initi-
ative is designed to
boost tourism while
simultaneously miti-
gating traffic conges-
tion in the area by con-
necting the Bengaluru
National Highway di-

319 Crore

rectly to the Chintal-
met area. MRDCL en-
gineers have already
completed the prelimi-
nary soil work at the
site, and the contract-
ing firm is expected to
begin construction soo
n. Senior officials have
stated that the entire
project is scheduled to
be completed within
two years. This iconic
bridge is expected to
significantly improve
connectivity and en-
hance the scenic beau-
ty of the Mir Ala m
Tank area, transform-
ing it into a major ur-
ban leisure and trans-
port hub.

Private Bus Catches
Fire on Hyderabad-
Vijayawada
Highway;

National Education Day with
Panel Discussion
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TPN Bureau | Nov 11

IBS Hyderabad cele-
brated National Educa-
tion Day today, marking
the birth anniversary
of India’s first Educa-
tion Minister, Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, with
an insightful panel dis-
cussion titled “Eduvi-
sion: Innovation, Inclu-
sion and Impact.” The
event, jointly organized
by Club Speak Up and
Club Verba Viva, fo-
cused on the evolving
landscape of learning.

The panel featured
eminent speakers, in-
cluding Mr. Nikeelu
Gunda, Mr. Bharat Ku-

mar Kakkireni, Dr. Vin-
ita Pandey, and Ms.
Elvina Menezes, and
was moderated by Prof.
Shailendra Singh Bisht.
The discussion covered
key themes such as the
integration of Artifi-
cial Intelligence in edu-
cation, achieving Sus-
tainable Development
Goal 4 (Quality Educa-
tion), innovation, and
inclusion. Mr. Nikeelu
Gunda stressed the im-
portance of curiosity
and Al journalism as
future-ready skills. Mr.
Bharat Kumar Kak-
kireni emphasized the
need for education to be

meaningful and ap-
plied. Dr. Vinita Pandey
noted that learning out-
side the classroom
gains value when it is
contextual, while Ms.
Elvina Menezes in-
spired students to trust
education as the path to
success. Prof. Bis ht
concluded by stating
that innovation is a mi
ndset and inclusion is
its foundation.

The event sa w active
participation fro m stu-
dents and faculty, who
were encouraged to
view education as a life-
long journey of purpo
se.

Passengers Escape

TPN Bureau | Nov 11

A major accident was
averted in the early
hours of Tuesday on the
Hyderabad-Vijayawaya
highway when a private
bus caught fire, but all
passengers managed to
escape unhurt. The bus
was traveling from Hy-
derabad to Kandukur
when the incident oc-
curred near

Pittampally in Chitya-
la mandal, Nalgonda dis-
trict, Telangan a.The
driver’s quick thinking
proved crucial for pas-
senger safety. He noticed
smoke emanating from
the engine and immedi-
ately stopped the bus,
swiftly alerting all pas-
sengers. All 29 passen-
gers aboard the private
travel agency vehicle
safely disembarked be-
fore the fire rapidly en-
gulfed the entire bus. By
the time the fire engine
arrived at the spot, the
vehicle was completely

gutted. Police officials
rushed to the scene and
initiated an investiga-
tion to determi ne the
cause of the fire. This in-
cident is the lates t in a
troubling series of road
accidents involving bus-
es across the Telugu
states in recent weeks.
The report specifically
recalled four other dead-
ly or serious bus-related
accidents that occurred
between October 24 and
November 3: a head-on
collision between an RT
C bus and a tipper truck
in Rangareddy (19 lives
lost); a private bus over-
turning in Eluru dis-
trict, Andhra Pradesh (1
killed, 10 injured); a pri-
vate bus ramming into a
truck in Sri Sathya Sai
district (1 killed, 8 in-
jured); and a devastating
incident near Kurnool
where a private bus
caught fire after running
over a motorbike (19 peo-
ple burnt to death).

Stray Dog Menace Grips
Kukatpally; 758 Biting

Cases in One Month

TPN Bureau | Nov 11

The stray dog men-
ace has reached an
alarming level in the
Kukatpally Constitu-
ency, with residents of
various colonies being
terrified by packs of
dogs roaming the stre
ets day and night. The
dogs are reportedly ag-
gressively chasing and
biting locals, causing
significant distress and
a public health crisis.

The severity of the
issue is highlighted by
the official statistics: in
the last one month
alone, 758 people have
received anti-rabies in-
jections for dog bites
across the Public

Health Centres (PHCs)
in the Kukatpally con-
stituency. The situation
is particularly con-
cerning in the Balana-
gar PHC area, which
reports over 20 dog bite
victims every single
day. The sheer number
of cases indicates a se-
rious failure in the lo-
cal civic body’s efforts
to control the stray dog
population through
Animal Birth Control
(ABC) and effective
management strate-
gies, prompting fear
and calls for immedi-
ate, decisive action
from the municipal au-
thorities to ensure pub-
lic safety.

Banned Co

ugli Syrup,

Alprazolam Tablets
Seized; One Arrested

TPN Bureau | Nov 11

The Ranga Reddy En-
forcement Team suc-
cessfully apprehended
a suspect and seized a
large quantity of
banned cough syrup
and Alprazolam tablets
today (Tuesday). The
accused, identified as
Jalla Naresh, a medical
representative by pro-
fession, was arrested,
and a case has been
registered under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act.

The raid took place
in Munuganur village
under the jurisdiction

of the Hayathnagar Ex-
cise Station. Naresh
was operating from his
residence, where he
was secretly selling the
controlled substances
without attracting sus-
picion. The Enforce-
ment Team successful-
ly seized 714 bottles of
government-banned
cough syrup meant for
children, along with
130 Alprazolam tablets,
which fall under the
NDPS classification.
Ranga Reddy Assistant
Excise Superintendent
(AES) Jeevan Kiran
stated that the seized
Alprazolam tablets
weighed approximate-

ly 26 grams. The seized
items and the arrested
accused were handed
over to the Hayathna-
gar Excise Station for
further legal proceed-
ings. The successful op-
eration was carried out
by a team including
AES Jeevan Kiran, CI
Subhash Chander, SI
Akhil, and other staff
members. The team
was commended by Di-
rector Shanawaz
Qasim and Ranga Red-
dy Assistant Commis-
sioner R. Kishan for
their dedication in
clamping down on the
illegal drug trade.

Hyderabad Police
Register Cases Against

TPN Bureau | Nov 11
The Hyderabad City

Police today issued a
press note confirming
that it has registered
three cases against sev-
eral individuals, includ-
ing sitting and former
MLAs, for violating the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) during the polling
for the Jubilee Hills As-
sembly By-election.
Specifically, two cases
have been registered at
the Madhuranagar Po-
lice Station against sit-
ting MLAs Shri Beerla
Ilaiah, Shri Ramachan-
dranayak, and Shri Ram-
das. A further one case
has been registered at
the Borabanda Police
Station against former
MLAs Shri Dasyam Vi-
nay Bhaskar and Shri
Methuku Anand. The
Hyderabad City Police
emphasized that strict le-
gal action is being taken

MLAs for MCC Violation
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against all individuals
found to have violated
the election code regula-
tions. The police stressed
the importance of re-
specting the MCC for
elections to be conducted
peacefully and transpar-
ently, in line with demo-
cratic principles. The
public was requested to

cooperate with the au-
thorities and to immedi-
ately inform the Police
by calling Dial 100 if they
observe any person or
party violating the elec-
tion regulations, reaf-
firming their commit-
ment to maintaining law
and order during the
electoral process.
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Rahi CultivationTar

TPN Bureau | Nov 11 |
The Agriculture Depart-
ment has finalized its
cultivation targets for
the upcoming Yasangi
(Rabi) season and sub-
mitted a report to the
State Government, show-
ing a significant reduc-
tion in the expected area
under cultivation.

The Telangana Agri-
culture Department sub-
mitted a comprehensive
and detailed report to the
State Government on
Monday, formally final-
izing the area under cul-
tivation targets for the
upcoming Yasangi (Rabi)
season. The depart-
ment’s official forecast
anticipates that a total of
68,67,413 acres will be
brought under cultiva-
tion during this particu-
lar season. Crucially, this
target marks a substan-
tial reduction of 11,37,646
acres when compared di-
rectly to the previous
year’s Rabi cultivation
area, which was record-
ed at 80,05,059 acres. The
primary and most signif-
icant reason cited by the
department for this dras-
tic cut in the overall tar-
get is the adverse condi-
tions and resultant
damage experienced
throughout the preced-
ing Vaanakalam (Kharif)
season. The department

REGIONAL

11 LakhAcres
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specifically projects that
the severe crop losses
caused by heavy and in-
cessant rainfall during
Kharif will subsequent-
ly influence a large num-
ber of farmers to reduce
planting a second crop
during the Rabi season,
thereby lowering the to-
tal cultivated area. The
report indicates a major
anticipated decrease in
the cultivation area for

several key staple crops.
Specifically, Paddy is
projected to drop by
8,43,267 acres, Maize by
3,68,044 acres, and Jowar
by 1,69,432 acres. Con-
versely, the department’s
careful assessment re-
ported a projected in-
crease in the cultivation
area for certain specific
commercial crops, name-
ly Bengal Gram (Chick-
peas), Sesame, Sunflow-

er, and Sugarcane,
suggesting a calculated
shift in crop preference
among some farmers
due to market conditions
or perceived better re-
turns. The detailed
breakdown of the pro-
jected Rabi cultivation
area is: Paddy (51,48,910
acres), Maize (6,45,574
acres), Bengal Gram
(3,04,634 acres), Ground-
nut (2,60,033 acres),

get Cut by Over

Jowar (1,98,006 acres),
Black Gram (54,968
acres), Sesame (46,915
acres), Sugarcane (27,483
acres), Green Gram
(23,296 acres), Bajra
(13,933 acres), Sunflower
(24,786 acres), Safflower
(12,380 acres), Wheat
(10,709 acres), and Cow-
pea (10,652 acres), with
all other minor crops
covering the remaining
extent.
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Minister Seethakka Leads
Tributes at Poet Ande Sri’s

TPN Bureau | Nov
11 | Minister Seeth-
akka, along with her
cabinet colleague and
other dignitaries, par-
ticipated in the final
rites of legendary
poet Ande Sri, paying
her respects from his
residence in Lalapet.

Minister Seethak-
ka, accompanied by
her cabinet colleague
Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, senior
Congress leader V.
Hanumantha Rao
(VH), and Hyderabad
Deputy Mayor Mothe
Srilatha, participated
today in the solemn
final journey of the
renowned Telangana
poet and author of the
state song, Ande Sri.
The Minister joined
the funeral proces-
sion as it commenced
from the late poet’s
residence in Lalapet,
demonstrating the
state government’s re-
spect for the cultural
icon. As an expres-
sion of deep rever-
ence and tribute, Min-
ister Seethakka

Funeral

personally placed a
floral wreath on the
mortal remains of
Ande Sri. She also
spent time with the
immediate family
members of the de-
ceased, offering them
solace and heartfelt
condolences during
their period of im-
mense grief. Through-
out the funeral pro-
cession, Minister
Seethakka emotion-
ally raised and led the
slogans of “Amar
Rahe Ande Sri” (Ande
Sri is Immortal), ac-
knowledging and hon-
oring the immense
sacrifice and literary
contribution the poet
made towards the suc-
cessful creation of the
Telangana state. The
prominent attend-
ance of the Minister
and other key politi-
cal figures in these fi-
nal rites underscores
the current govern-
ment’s commitment
to honoring the he-
roes and cultural
icons of the state. Her
participation reflects

the government’s
stance, recently artic-
ulated by the Chief
Minister, on recogniz-
ing the invaluable
contributions of po-
ets and artists, a move
that contrasts sharply
with the alleged ne-
glect faced by such
figures under the pre-
vious administration.
The massive turnout
for the funeral, joined
by top leadership, sig-
nifies the profound
sense of loss felt
across Telangana so-
ciety for the poet,
whose songs became
anthems of the strug-
gle. The Minister’s
gesture of attending
the funeral, along
with other political
leaders from various
parts of the state’s po-
litical spectrum, high-
lights the collective
respect and acknowl-
edgment of Ande Sri’s
stature as a cultural
and historical icon
whose legacy is deep-
ly intertwined with
the formation of the
state.

Ranga
genior

TPN Bureau | Nov 11
| The 58th Senior Telan-
gana Inter-District Kho
Kho Championship for
Men and Women con-
cluded on Sunday in
Peddapalli, with Ran-
gareddy and Adilabad
clinching the respective
titles.

The 58th Senior Telan-
gana Inter-District Kho
Kho Championship for
both Men and Women
concluded recently at
the India Mission High
School in Peddapalli
Town after four days of
intense, high-octane
competition. The cham-
pionship was success-
fully organized under
the combined aegis of
the Telangana Kho Kho
Association (TKKA), the
Kho Kho Federation of
India (KKFI), and the
Sports Authority of Tel-
angana Olympic Asso-
ciation, ensuring wide
participation and adher-
ence to national stand-
ards. In the Men’s final,
Rangareddy district put
up a commanding and
strategically superior
performance to decisive-
ly defeat Hyderabad by a

reddy, Adilabad Clinch
ho Kho Titles

final score of 38-28, suc-
cessfully securing the
prestigious Men’s cham-
pionship title. Following
the top two, Warangal
and Adilabad teams fin-
ished third and fourth,
respectively, in the
Men’s category, reflect-
ing a tough contest
across the bracket. Con-
versely, the Women’s fi-
nal witnessed Adilabad
dominating their oppo-
nents, registering a con-
vincing and comprehen-
sive victory against

Rangareddy with a final
score of 26-15 to claim
the Women’s champion-
ship title. In the Wom-
en’s category, Mahabub-
nagar and Nalgonda
claimed the third and
fourth positions, respec-
tively. The champion-
ship saw robust partici-
pation, featuring 11
men’s teams and 11
women’s teams, along-
side a dedicated team
from the Telangana Po-
lice in the men’s divi-
sion, adding competitive

ment, with districts in-
cluding Karimnagar, Ni-
zamabad, and
Khammam among oth-
ers. The four-day event
concluded with a grand
prize distribution cere-
mony, where the win-
ning teams, runners-up,
and all participating of-
ficials were felicitated
for their dedication and
competitive spirit. The
competing districts in-
cluded Rangareddy, Hy-
derabad, Warangal, Adi-

depth to the tourna-

labad, Karimnagar,
Nizamabad, Nalgonda,
Peddapalli, Khammam,
Medak, and Mahabub-
nagar, highlighting the
widespread engagement
of the sport across the
state. The organizing
bodies expressed satis-
faction with the smooth
conduct of the event,
which serves as a signif-
icant platform for iden-
tifying and nurturing
talent in the sport of
Kho Kho at the regional
level.

SAP Cricket Club Lifts Vikarabad Premie

TPN Bureau | Nov 11
| The Morning Vi-
karabad Premier
League (VPL) Season 2
concluded today in Vi-
karabad with a grand
ceremony, culminating
in the SAP Cricket Club
claiming the prestigious
title.

The Morning Vi-
karabad Premier
League (VPL) Season 2,
a prominent and eager-
ly awaited cricket tour-
nament characterized
by a month-long series
of thrilling and compet-
itive matches, conclud-
ed today in Vikarabad
with a magnificent clos-
ing ceremony. The SAP
Cricket Club emerged
as the deserving and ul-
timate champions, suc-
cessfully claiming the

prestigious title follow-
ing an overall excellent
and consistent perfor-
mance throughout the
entire season. The high-
ly anticipated final
match of the tourna-
ment saw the SAP
Cricket Club face off di-
rectly against the resil-
ient Runners Club. Ulti-
mately, the SAP team
secured the champion-
ship after successfully
registering a convinc-
ing victory by a margin
of 34 runs. The team’s
remarkable success in
the final was consistent-
ly attributed to a critical
combination of factors:
the cohesive collective
effort and teamwork dis-
played by all of its play-
ers, the superb and eco-
nomical bowling

performances of its
bowlers who main-
tained constant pres-
sure on the opposition’s
scoring rate, and the ag-
gressive and decisive
batting display by the
key batsmen, which was
essential in setting a
challenging and ulti-
mately winning total.
The closing ceremony
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was a spirited and well-

attended affair, high-
lighting the tourna-
ment’s significance in
the region. The digni-
taries congratulated the
victorious team and all
participants, praising
the entire season for the
enthusiastic spirit, ex-
emplary sportsman-
ship, and the friendly

r Leagu

yet fierce competition
that made the tourna-
ment a significant re-
gional attraction and
major success. The VPL
Season 2 was universal-
ly highlighted as a ma-
jor success for promot-
ing regional cricket and
fostering community
engagement within the
Vikarabad district.

‘TRIBAL YOUTH MUST
THINK GLOBAL, NOT
LOCAL,’ SAYS MADHU

ASHKI GOUD

TPN Bureau | Nov
11 | TPCC Campaign
Committee Chair-
man and former MP
Madhu Yashki Goud
inaugurated the 17th
Tribal Youth Ex-
change Program, urg-
ing tribal youth to
strive for high posi-
tions and global
exposure.

TPCC Campaign
Committee Chair-
man and former MP
Madhu Yashki Goud
inaugurated the
week-long 17th Tribal
Youth Exchange Pro-
gram (Adivasi Youth
Convention) at the
TGCAB - CTI in Ra-
jendranagar, an event
organized under the
auspices of Mera
Yuva Bharat and
sponsored by the
Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports.
Youth from tribal vil-
lages across Chhattis-
garh, Odisha,
Jharkhand, Maha-
rashtra, and Madhya
Pradesh are attend-
ing the summit. Mad-
hu Yashki Goud ad-

vised the youth to
pursue their chosen
goals with determi-
nation and strive for
higher positions, en-
couraging them to
aim for roles like IAS,
IPS, Doctors, and
Lawyers, and also to
actively participate
in politics. He high-
lighted that the Con-
stitution provides res-
ervations for tribal
youth and that the im-
plementation of 33%
reservation for wom-
en would create op-
portunities for them
to contest elections
from Sarpanch up to
MP level. He ex-
pressed regret that
many tribal villages
still lack basic facili-
ties like health cent-
ers, schools, bus ser-
vices, and proper
roads. Acknowledging
the vital role of Adiva-
sis in nation-building,
he lamented that they
do not receive com-
mensurate wealth for
their labor. He noted
that socio-economic
inequality is driving

youth in these regions
towards Naxalism,
emphasizing the need
for Adivasis in states
like Chhattisgarh, Od-
isha, and Jharkhand
to receive their right-
ful share of wealth. He
issued a strong direc-
tive for the youth not
to limit themselves to
the village level but to
travel the world, gain
exposure, and use
their development to
lead their native re-
gions towards pro-
gress in all sectors. He
encouraged partici-
pants to share their
opinions and adopt
new innovations dur-
ing the Hyderabad
program to pave new
paths for their lives.
The event also saw the
participation of re-
tired IAS officer Ajay
Mishra, Mera Yuva
Bharat State Director
Anshuman Prasad, re-
tired Director P. Vaidy-
anath Rao, Hyderabad
District Youth Officer
Khushboo Gupta, and
NSS Youth Officer
Saida Naik.




PORT

m HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER, 12.11.2025

Parliament Examines Flawed Bankruptcy Law
Overhaul

Parliament is re-
viewing amendments
to India’s Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) 2016, aiming to
speed up corporate in-
solvency resolution.
The proposed bill in-
troduces an alterna-
tive, largely out-of-
court insolvency
process that would al-
low debtors to remain
in control of their
companies, unlike the
current system where
a resolution profes-
sional takes charge.

The government
claims this new “debt-
or-in-possession” mod-
el could save about a
year by bypassing
lengthy National Com-
pany Law Tribunal
(NCLT) proceedings.
However, experts warn
that the changes could
increase timelines and
unpredictability, un-
dermining the original

law’s intent.

A major concern is
equity among credi-
tors. Currently, any
creditor owed 1 crore
can initiate insolvency,
whether a vendor, em-
ployee, bank, or bond-
holder. The proposed
model limits initiation
to financial creditors
notified by the govern-
ment, excluding small-
er creditors and em-
ployees from enforcing
their claims. This
could weaken the bar-
gaining power of
smaller lenders and
make the process less
equitable.

The amendments
also introduce new lay-
ers of unpredictability.
First, applicability de-
pends on government
notification, leaving
creditors uncertain if
a borrowing company
will fall under the new
model. Second, initiat-
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OPINION

Bihar Migration: Political Narratives
May Backfire
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Migration and migrants
have become central themes
in the 2025 Bihar elections,
with opposition parties like
the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), Congress, and Jan
Suraaj Party framing migra-
tion as distress-driven “pa-
layan” (escape or displace-
ment). These parties argue
that migration causes social
disruption, labor shortages,
and emotional strain for fami-
lies left behind, particularly
women. Media narratives
have largely echoed this
perspective.

However, this framing re-

flects an outdated understand-
ing rooted in 1970s-80s struc-
turalist and neo-Marxist
theories, which emphasize
poverty and lack of livelihood
as drivers of migration. While
partially true, such a view ig-
nores the aspirational and em-
powering aspects of migra-
tion that have emerged since
the 1990s. Migration today is
not merely a coping mecha-
nism—it represents mobility;,
opportunity, and social uplift-
ment. As BR Ambedkar high-
lighted, migration can empow-
er marginalized communities
and break oppressive social

hierarchies.

Bihar remains India’s larg-
est source of migrant labor,
with over 50% of households
involved in migration. Around
9.3 million people migrate sea-
sonally, circularly, or long-
term across sectors like con-
struction, domestic work,
industry, mining, trade, and
agriculture, while a portion
enters high-paying jobs. Mi-
gration provides crucial eco-
nomic support through remit-
tances, improving health,
education, and household live-
lihoods. It also fosters social
and gender empowerment,

with women gaining confi-
dence and financial
autonomy.

Historical and cultural nar-
ratives further challenge the
opposition’s framing. Migra-
tion in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh has long been associ-
ated with dignity and social
status. Colonial records and
Bhojpuri folklore, such as
Bhikhari Thakur’s play
Bidesiya, highlight both the
struggles and respect accord-
ed to migrants. Contemporary
stories and songs reflect pros-
perity, lifestyle improvements,
and social prestige of migrant

families, emphasizing
achievement over
victimhood.

Fieldwork in rural Bihar in-
dicates that migrants and
their families reject narra-
tives portraying them as vic-
tims. Political campaigns fo-
cusing solely on migration’s
hardships may therefore al-
ienate voters who associate
migration with opportunity,
upward mobility, and dignity.
Families left behind want sto-
ries of success and improved
living standards, not remind-
ers of sacrifice.

In this socio-political con-
text, campaigns by RJD, Con-
gress, and Jan Suraaj criti-
quing migration may misfire,
failing to resonate with voters
who see migration as a source
of empowerment rather than
suffering. Political messaging
that misunderstands the com-
plex realities of migration
risks undermining electoral
support.
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ing the process re-

quires approval from
~ 51% of eligible finan-
cial creditors, a varia-
ble that can change
over the life of the
loan, making planning
difficult. Third, unlike
the current system,

| there is no automatic
| moratorium to halt

parallel recovery pro-
ceedings; obtaining
one requires addition-
al approvals from the
committee of creditors
and the NCLT.

Since its inception,
the IBC has undergone
six major amendments
and over 120 regulato-
ry changes, creating
legal uncertainty for
lenders and borrow-
ers. Experts argue that
the new model risks
further unpredictabil-
ity, potentially in-
creasing costs for busi-
nesses and delaying
insolvency resolution

rather than shorten-
ing it.

While the intent of
faster resolutions is
welcome, critics say
that retaining debtors
in possession and lim-
iting creditor access
undermines the law’s
fairness and efficien-
cy. The alternative
model could make in-
solvency outcomes
less predictable, fa-
voring larger finan-
cial institutions at
the expense of small-
er creditors and
employees.

The parliamentary
debate will determine
whether India’s bank-
ruptcy framework
strengthens creditor
rights or inadvertently
introduces more de-
lays and uncertainty,
affecting the ease of
doing business and
overall financial
stability.

Rupee Strengthens to 88.67
Against Dollar Amid Global Cues

The Indian rupee gained 6
paise to trade at 88.67 against
the US dollar in early trade on
Tuesday, showing a modest
appreciation amid a weaker
greenback. The rupee opened
at 88.79 and touched 88.67, be-
fore stabilizing around 88.71.
The previous session saw the
rupee close at 88.73.

Forex traders noted that the
domestic currency’s move-
ment was supported by soft-
ness in the US dollar, driven
by concerns over the long-
term health of the US econo-
my. Positive global cues, in-
cluding progress on the US
government shutdown bill
and optimism over a potential
US-India trade deal, also bol-
stered investor sentiment.

US President Donald
Trump voiced support for a
bipartisan deal to end the US
government shutdown, sign-
aling relief for global mar-
kets. He also mentioned that
tariffs on India could be re-
duced in the future, following

India’s steps to cut purchases
of Russian crude. “The US is
pretty close to a fair trade deal
with India,” Trump said, add-
ing that he would lower tariffs
on New Delhi eventually.

Despite these supportive
cues, domestic market senti-
ment was tempered by muted
trends in equities and foreign
fund outflows. On Monday,
Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) sold equities worth

4,114.85 crore, reflecting cau-
tious positioning ahead of
global developments.

The domestic equity mar-
ket also faced pressure, with
the Sensex dropping 175.32
points to 83,360.03 and the Nif-
ty sliding 51.60 points to
25,522.75 in early trading. This
underlined that while the ru-
pee gained slightly, broader
market conditions remained
subdued.

Globally, the dollar index,
which measures the green-
back’s strength against six
major currencies, inched up

0.06% to 99.65, indicating
modest resilience of the US
dollar despite domestic weak-
ness. Meanwhile, Brent crude
prices softened slightly, trad-
ing 0.14% lower at $63.97 per
barrel in futures markets.

Overall, analysts suggest
that the rupee’s small gains
are primarily a response to
global developments, particu-
larly the easing of US politi-
cal uncertainty and trade op-
timism with India. However,
domestic equity weakness
and ongoing FII outflows indi-
cate that investors remain
cautious, and the currency is
likely to continue trading in a
narrow range in the near
term.

In summary, the rupee’s
marginal rise to 88.67 reflects
a combination of dollar weak-
ness, potential trade deals,
and global optimism, but do-
mestic market pressures and
foreign fund movements
could limit sustained
appreciation.

White-Collar Jihad: Radicalised Doctors Expose Ideological Threat

A shocking investiga-
tion has revealed a grow-
ing “white-collar terror”
network operating within
professional circles, as
four radicalised Indian
doctors plotted attacks
with explosives and bio-
chemical weapons. These
highly educated individu-
als, expected to safeguard
life, were instead in con-
tact with foreign handlers
in Pakistan and affiliated
with banned outfits like
ISIS, Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM), and Ansar Gha-
zwat-ul-Hind (AGUH).

The arrests, spanning
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, and
Gujarat, occurred within
days of each other. Author-
ities recovered over 2,500
kg of bomb-making mate-
rial, rifles, pistols, and poi-
son-formulating equip-

ment. One cell was exposed
when a doctor carelessly
pasted posters of JeM,
which were caught on
CCTV. These cases under-
score that radicalisation is
not limited to socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged
youth, but can penetrate
highly educated, well-off
professionals.
Traditionally, policy-
makers have framed radi-
calisation in India as a so-
cio-economic issue,
assuming lack of opportu-
nity drives youth toward
extremism. Yet, the in-
volvement of accom-
plished doctors with
bright futures challenges
this assumption. For in-
stance, despite high per
capita incomes in regions
like Kashmir, youth con-
tinue to be recruited into
jihadist organisations,

demonstrating that pros-
perity alone does not deter

extremism.
Globally, even wealthy

nations such as Qatar, Sau-
di Arabia, and Belgium

have witnessed citizens
joining jihadist groups,

further proving that ideol-
ogy—rather than econom-
ic deprivation—is the pri-
mary driver of Islamist
radicalisation. Analysts
argue that Islamist ex-
tremism is fueled by a po-
litical-religious worldview
dividing the world into
Dar al-Islam (lands gov-
erned by Islamic law) and
Dar al-Harb (lands consid-
ered adversaries). This
ideological binary under-
pins pan-national jihad
and explains why India, a
secular and pluralistic so-
ciety, is viewed as a
target.

Shivshankar warns that
political correctness and
woke idealism in policy-
making may blunt India’s
response to such threats.
Learning from Western
missteps, India cannot
treat jihad purely as a so-

cio-economic problem; it
must confront the ideolog-
ical underpinnings of ter-
rorism directly. The
“white-collar jihad” cases
serve as a stark reminder
that terrorism can thrive
in professional settings,
and that national security
demands a pragmatic, ide-
ology-aware strategy rath-
er than symbolic virtue
signaling.

In conclusion, the radi-
calisation of educated pro-
fessionals exposes gaps in
India’s counter-terror
framework and under-
scores the urgency for pol-
icies addressing ideologi-
cal extremism alongside
socio-economic factors,
ensuring that even the
seemingly secure corri-
dors of society are not
breeding grounds for
terror.
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Delhi Red Fort blast: All responsible will be
brought to justice, says PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday
vowed that all those re-
sponsible for the deadly
Delhi blast that claimed 12
lives will be brought to jus-
tice. Speaking at the
Changlimithang celebra-
tion ground in Bhutan,
Modi described the inci-
dent as “horrifying” and
said it had shocked the en-

tire nation.

The blast, which oc-
curred on Monday even-
ing near the Red Fort, in-
volved a car laden with
explosives and left several
others injured. Authori-
ties have launched a multi-
agency investigation, reg-
istering a case under the
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA), the
Explosives Act, and the

ol

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
Delhi Police, along with
national security agen-
cies, are working to iden-
tify and apprehend all
those involved.

During his remarks,
Modi expressed deep con-
dolences to the families of
the victims, saying the na-
tion stands united in grief
and solidarity with those
affected. He emphasized

V.

that the government is
leaving no stone unturned
to investigate the conspir-
acy and ensure that the
perpetrators face the full
weight of the law.

The Prime Minister’s
statement came on the
same day that Bhutan’s
King Jigme Khesar Nam-
gyel Wangchuck led
prayers for the victims,
alongside thousands of

Bhutanese citizens and
monks. Modi, who is on a
two-day state visit to Bhu-
tan, highlighted the im-
portance of regional soli-
darity in the face of
terrorism and assured
that justice would be deliv-
ered swiftly.

Officials have indicated
that the blast may have
links to organized terror
modules, prompting
heightened security alerts
nationwide. Investigators
are examining the involve-
ment of various individu-
als, including profession-
als allegedly associated
with terror networks.

Prime Minister Modi re-
iterated that the conspira-
tors behind the Delhi blast
will not be spared and re-
affirmed India’s commit-
ment to countering terror-
ism, strengthening
national security, and pro-
tecting citizens from such
attacks. The government
has assured the public
that all investigative find-
ings will be made public
once the inquiry
concludes.

This incident under-
scores the ongoing chal-
lenges of urban security
in India, while Modi’s re-
marks reflect a firm stance
on accountability and
justice.

“Top Agencies Investigating Delhi Blast With Full
Intensity”: Amit Shah

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi ex-
pressed deep grief over the
high-intensity blast near
Delhi’s iconic Red Fort,
which killed at least eight
people and injured 20 oth-
ers. The explosion oc-
curred around 7 pm on
Monday at the Subhash
Marg traffic signal, rip-
ping through a Hyundai
i20 and causing damage to
nearby vehicles.

Amit Shah visited the
blast site and met with the
injured at the hospital, of-
fering condolences to the
families of those who lost
their lives. In a post on X,
he said, “Pained beyond
words by the loss of lives
in a blast in Delhi. My
deepest condolences to
those who have lost their
loved ones. My prayers for
the quick recovery of the
injured.” He added that top
investigative agencies are
probing the incident with
full intensity and prom-
ised an in-depth
investigation.

i

Prime Minister Modi
also expressed sorrow over
the tragedy, stating, “Con-
dolences to those who have
lost their loved ones in the
blast in Delhi earlier this

evening. May the injured
recover at the earliest.
Those affected are being
assisted by authorities. Re-
viewed the situation with
Home Minister Amit Shah

Ji and other officials.”
Several central and state
agencies, including the
NSG, Delhi Police, and
FSL, are present at the site
conducting detailed inves-

tigations. Amit Shah high-
lighted the rapid response,
noting that teams from the
Delhi Crime Branch and
Delhi Special Branch
reached the location with-
in 10 minutes of receiving
the alert. He confirmed co-
ordination with the Delhi
CP and Special Branch in-
charge to explore all possi-
bilities and conduct a thor-
ough probe.

The blast took place
near Gate 1 of the Red Fort
Metro station, causing
widespread panic. Prelimi-
nary reports indicate mul-
tiple casualties and inju-
ries among pedestrians.
Authorities have assured
the public that all angles,
including potential crimi-
nal and terror links, are
being investigated, with
results to be shared
promptly.

The incident has
prompted heightened se-
curity and vigilance in
Delhi, with multiple agen-
cies working to ensure the
safety of citizens while
probing the cause and per-
petrators behind the blast.

Opposing Vande Mataram is opposing Mother
India: Yogi Adityanath

~

/).

TPN Correspondent | Kolkata

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday asserted that
those opposing Vande Ma-
taram are “opposing Moth-
er India.” Speaking at a
function in Barabanki,
Adityanath emphasized
that the national song is
not tied to any religion or

specific form of worship
but is a tribute to Bharat
Mata.

“Anyone who is oppos-
ing Vande Mataram is op-
posing Mother India. Van-
de Mataram does not
belong to any person,
caste, or region,” he said.
Adityanath added that the
song symbolizes reverence

to the nation rather than
any religious practice.

He further explained
that Vande Mataram has
historically inspired unity
and patriotism in India,
transcending differences
of region, language, or
faith. “It does not link a
person with any particular
form of worship. In fact, it

shows reverence to Bharat
Mata,” he said.
Adityanath also linked
the cultural ethos of India
with its spiritual tradi-
tions, stating that worship
of Goddess Saraswati,
Goddess Laxmi, and God-
dess Durga has provided
strength to promote In-
dia’s identity and values.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of Bharatiyata (Indi-
anness) in shaping the na-
tion’s progress and

maintaining social
cohesion.
The UP Chief Minister’s

remarks come amid ongo-
ing debates in various
parts of the country re-
garding the recitation and
symbolism of Vande Mata-
ram, with some groups
raising objections on reli-
gious grounds. Adityanath
reinforced that the nation-
al song is a unifying sym-
bol, meant to honor India
rather than any individual
community.

He concluded by urging
citizens to recognize Van-
de Mataram as a source of
national pride and unity,
reflecting India’s rich cul-
tural heritage and commit-
ment to its motherland,
regardless of faith or
background.

By linking patriotism
with cultural reverence,
Yogi Adityanath under-
scored the message that
honoring Vande Mataram
is integral to respecting In-
dia itself.
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Bihar Elections 2025:
60.4% Turnout in
Second Phase

TPN Correspondent | Patna

Bihar witnessed a
strong voter turnout in
the second and final
phase of its 2025 Assem-
bly elections, with 60.4%
of 3.7 crore voters cast-
ing their ballots across
122 constituencies till 3
pm, according to the
Election Commission.
The high turnout indi-
cates an active engage-
ment of the electorate
in what is widely seen
as a referendum on
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s long tenure.

Polling began at a
brisk pace, with turnout
figures surpassing the
corresponding period of
the first phase held on
November 6, when 121
seats had seen a record
65.09% turnout by the
end of the day. Among
districts, Kishanganj,
the state’s only Muslim-
majority district, re-

L o

corded the highest poll-
ing at 66.1%, followed by
Purnea (64.22%) and
Katihar (63.8%). South
Bihar districts also
saw strong participa-
tion, with Jamui at
63.33% and Gaya at
62.74%. Even the dis-
trict with the lowest
turnout, Nawada, re-
corded a significant
53.17% participation
by mid-afternoon.
Several key political
leaders cast their votes
during the day, high-
lighting the high stakes
of the polls. Among
them were JD(U) acting
president Sanjay Jha,
Union Minister Jitan
Ram Manjhi, Purnea
MP Pappu Yadav, and
State Congress chief
Rajesh Ram. Other
prominent voters in-
cluded State Industries
Minister Nitish Mishra,
BJP’s Shreyashi Singh,

and Independent candi-
date Jyoti Singh, spouse
of Bhojpuri singer
Pawan Singh.

Earlier in the day, by 1
pm, turnout stood at
47.62%, with Kis-
hanganj leading at
51.86%, followed closely
by Gaya (50.95%) and Ja-
mui (50.91%). Districts
with relatively lower
participation included
Madhubani (43.39%),
Nawada (43.45%), and
Bhagalpur (45.09%).

The second phase
polling marks the cul-
mination of a highly
watched election in Bi-
har, reflecting strong
voter enthusiasm and
a keen interest in
shaping the state’s po-
litical future. Final
turnout figures and re-
sults are expected af-
ter the conclusion of
polling across all
constituencies.

Red Fort Blast: 9 Killed,
Terror Links Probed

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Nine people were
killed and 20 injured af-
ter a high-intensity blast
near Delhi’s historic
Red Fort on Monday
evening. The explosion
ripped through a white
Hyundai i20 at 6:52 pm
near the Red Fort Metro
Station, leaving man-
gled bodies and wrecked
vehicles across the busy
area.

The Delhi Police in-
voked the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) after forensic
evidence and intelli-
gence inputs suggested
possible terror links.
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah confirmed
that all angles are being
probed and visited the
site, along with the in-
jured at Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Narayan
(LNJP) Hospital. He
said, “Within 10 minutes
of receiving the infor-
mation, Delhi Crime

Branch and Special
Branch teams arrived.
The NSG and NIA
teams, along with the
FSL, have begun a thor-
ough investigation.”
Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Satish Golcha re-
ported that the Hyundai
120, with Haryana regis-
tration, was slow-mov-
ing at the Red Fort traf-
fic signal when the blast
occurred. A huge fire-
ball and loud explosion
were witnessed by lo-
cals, causing panic in
the congested old quar-
ters of Delhi, home to
Chandni Chowk Market
and major tourist spots.
Following the inci-
dent, authorities across
Mumbai, Kolkata, Ben-
galuru, Jaipur, Hary-
ana, Punjab, Hyderabad,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Bihar, and Kera-
la were placed on high
alert. CISF tightened se-
curity in Delhi-NCR, in-
cluding the Red Fort, IGI

Airport, Government
buildings, and Delhi
Metro.

The blast coincided
with the discovery of
2,900 kg of explosives in
Faridabad, 50 km from
Delhi. Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta urged citi-
zens to avoid rumors
and rely only on official
updates, ensuring all
possible assistance to
victims.

Investigations involve
multiple agencies, in-
cluding the NIA, NSG,
FSL, and Intelligence
Bureau, with CCTV foot-
age from the area being
examined. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was
briefed by Amit Shah,
who assured a thorough
probe and public disclo-
sure of findings.

The attack has shaken
the capital, highlighting
vulnerabilities near
high-profile landmarks
and prompting nation-
wide security alerts.
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Trump Hosts Syrian Sadi
President at White

TPN Bureau | Washington
In a historic first,
President Donald
Trump hosted Syrian
President Ahmad al-
Sharaa at the White
House on Monday,
marking the first visit
by a Syrian head of
state since Syria gained
independence from
France in 1946. The
meeting signifies a ma-
jor shift in U.S.-Syria
relations, following the
lifting of long-standing
U.S. sanctions on the
West Asian country.
Al-Sharaa arrived at
the White House
around 11:30 am and
proceeded to a closed-
door Oval Office meet-
ing with Trump. For
security and protocol
reasons, he entered
through West Execu-
tive Avenue, rather
than the West Wing
driveway traditionally
used for foreign lead-
ers. The private nature
of the meeting has
fueled speculation
about the agenda and
possible agreements.
The White House
confirmed that the dis-
cussions focused on co-
operation in the fight
against the Islamic
State (IS) group. The
visit is being seen as an
effort to reintegrate
Syria into the interna-
tional fold and encour-
age participation in a
U.S.-led coalition
against terrorism. This
comes after years of

strained relations, with
Syria often isolated dip-
lomatically due to its
civil war and associa-
tions with extremist
groups.

Analysts note that
the visit could also pave
the way for economic
and security coopera-
tion, as the U.S. aims to
stabilize the region
while keeping a check
on Iran’s influence in
Syria. Lifting sanctions
and hosting a Syrian
president in Washing-
ton underscores
Trump’s foreign policy
shift toward engage-
ment and strategic
partnership, rather
than continued
isolation.

Observers are closely
watching whether this
historic meeting will
lead to formal agree-
ments or joint counter-
terrorism operations,
and how it might affect
Syria’s regional stand-
ing. The White House
has not disclosed the
specifics of the meeting
but emphasized the
goal of strengthening
ties and collaborating
against shared threats.

This landmark visit
marks a new chapter in
U.S.-Syria relations, po-
tentially reshaping the
geopolitical dynamics
of the Middle East
while signaling Wash-
ington’s willingness to
engage previously iso-
lated states in global se-
curity efforts.

David Szalay Wins 2025
Booker Prize

For ‘Flesh’; Kiran Desai Misses Double Victory

TPN Correspondent |
Philippines

Hungarian-British
author David Szalay
has won the 2025 Book-
er Prize for his novel
Flesh, edging out In-
dia’s Kiran Desai and
her much-acclaimed
work The Loneliness of
Sonia and Sunny. The
award was announced
on Monday night at a
ceremony held at Old
Billingsgate, London.

Szalay, 51, received
the prestigious £50,000
prize and trophy from
last year’s Booker win-
ner Samantha Harvey.
Flesh was described by
judges as a “hypnoti-
cally tense and compel-
ling” novel that offers
“an astonishingly mov-
ing portrait of a man’s
life” told through
sparse yet powerful
prose.

Chair of judges Rod-
dy Doyle praised the
book’s originality, say-
ing, “What we particu-
larly liked about Flesh
was its singularity. It’s
a dark book, but we all
found it a joy to read.”

Meanwhile, Kiran
Desai, who won the
Booker in 2006 for The
Inheritance of Loss,
narrowly missed be-
coming only the fifth

author in the prize’s 56-
year history to claim
the honour twice. Her
latest 667-page novel
was hailed by the judg-
es as “an epic of love
and family, India and
America, tradition and
modernity.”

Desai said she aimed
to explore “global lone-
liness through the lens
of a long, unresolved
love story,” depicting
the complexities of
modern relationships
that transcend geogra-
phy, class, and culture.

Other shortlisted au-
thors included Susan
Choi (Flashlight), Katie
Kitamura (Audition),
Ben Markovits (The
Rest of Our Lives), and
Andrew Miller (The
Land in Winter). Each
shortlisted writer will
receive £2,500 and a spe-
cially bound copy of
their novel.

This year’s judging
panel—comprising
Ayobami Adébayo, Sa-
rah Jessica Parker,
Chris Power, and Kiley
Reid—praised all six
shortlisted books as
“brilliantly human,”
reflecting the diverse
ways individuals seek
love, meaning, and con-
nection in the modern
world.

TPN Correspondent | Bamako

Authorities have uncov-
ered links between the Del-
hi Red Fort car blast and
the Pakistan-based terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM). The blast, carried
out using a Hyundai i20
packed with ammonium
nitrate fuel oil, killed nine
people near the historic
monument.

Police sources said the
terror module behind the
attack had ties to JeM, the
group responsible for the
Pulwama attack in 2019
and the Pahalgam killings
in 2025. Following these in-
cidents, Indian military
operations had targeted
JeM bases in Balakot and
Bahawalpur, killing sever-
al members, including rel-
atives of terror chief
Masood Azhar. Among
them was Yusuf Azhar,
husband of Azhar’s sister,
Sadiya Azhar.

Sadiya Azhar has been
reportedly tasked with
leading JeM’s newly
formed women’s wing, Ja-
mat ul-Muminat, aimed at
recruiting and indoctri-
nating women through on-
line classes. Reports indi-
cate she focuses on the
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wives of Jaish command-
ers and women from vul-
nerable communities near
remaining training camps.

Two key links have
emerged between the Red
Fort blast and JeM’s net-
work. The first is the ter-
ror module that executed
the attack. The second in-

Fort Blast
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volves Shaheena Shahid,
whose Maruti Swift con-
tained an assault rifle and
ammunition. Shahid, a
medical professional,
worked with Dr. Mujam-
mil Shakeel at Al-Falah
Hospital in Faridabad and
may head JeM’s women
wing in India. Both were

arrested following a police
crackdown that also seized
nearly 3,000 kg of explo-
sives in J&K and
Haryana.

Another operative, Dr.
Adil Ahmed Rather, was
arrested from Uttar
Pradesh, while Dr. Umar
Mohammed reportedly
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triggered the Red Fort
blast in panic after the ar-
rests of Shakeel and
Rather.

Officials noted the in-
volvement of medical pro-
fessionals underscores a
new modus operandi by
Jaish, indicating a shift to-
ward using seemingly or-

yaAzhar, Jaish Women Wing Linked to Delhi Red

dinary professionals for
terror operations, compli-
cating detection and pre-
vention efforts.

This investigation high-
lights the continued threat
posed by cross-border ter-
ror networks operating
through intricate domes-
tic cells in India.

Bhutan King Leads Prayers for Delhi
Blast Victims

TPN Correspondent | Thimphu

Bhutan’s King Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck on Tuesday led spe-
cial prayers for the victims
of the Delhi Red Fort car
blast, expressing solidari-
ty with India. The ceremo-
ny took place at the
Changlimethang C in
Thimphu, where the King,
joined by thousands of
Bhutanese citizens and
monks, offered prayers for
those who lost their lives
in the November 10
explosion.

The Bhutanese leader-
ship extended heartfelt
condolences to the families
of the deceased and wished
a speedy recovery for those
injured in the blast, which
killed at least eight people
and left several others in-
jured. Special prayers
were also offered for all af-
fected by the tragedy.

The prayers coincided
with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s state visit to
Bhutan. Speaking from
Thimphu, PM Modi ex-
pressed grief over the inci-
dent, stating, “The horrific

incident that took place in
Delhi yesterday evening
has deeply saddened eve-
ryone. The entire nation
stands with the affected

families.” He assured that
Indian investigative agen-
cies were working tireless-
ly and that the conspira-
tors behind the blast will

not be spared, promising
justice for those
responsible.

Earlier, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, at the

Delhi Defence Dialogue
hosted by MP-IDSA, con-
veyed condolences and as-
sured that India’s leading
investigative agencies are

conducting a “swift and
thorough” inquiry. Singh
emphasized that the find-
ings would be made public
and those responsible
would be brought to
justice.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah confirmed that
“all possibilities” were be-
ing explored in the multi-
agency investigation. The
blast occurred around 7
PM at the Subhash Marg
traffic signal, damaging
nearby vehicles and
prompting a nationwide
alert.

Delhi Police have regis-
tered cases under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA), the
Explosives Act, and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
with multiple agencies
probing the motive and
perpetrators.

The joint expressions of
grief from Bhutan and In-
dian leadership underline
strong regional solidarity
and determination to
bring the culprits of the
high-intensity blast to
justice.

India Airlifts 197 Citizens from Myanmar Cybercrime Hub

TPN Correspondent |
Kathmandu

In a coordinated opera-
tion, the Indian Air Force
(IAF) on Monday airlifted
197 Indian nationals from
Mae Sot, Thailand. These
citizens had been working
in cybercrime hubs in
southern Myanmar, in-
volved in fraudulent oper-
ations targeting global vic-
tims. The evacuees were
brought safely back to In-
dia via two special IAF
flights, the Indian Embas-
sy in Thailand
confirmed.

The operation was per-
sonally overseen by Thai
Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, who visited
Mae Sot to ensure the
smooth execution of the
evacuation. PM Anutin re-
iterated his government’s
commitment to cracking
down on cyber fraud cen-
tres operating in Myan-
mar, which have long been
a hub for international
scams.

The Indian government
has been actively coordi-
nating with Thailand to
repatriate its citizens
trapped in these centres.
Most of the repatriated In-
dians had been employed
in illegal call centres and

cyber scam operations, of-
ten lured by promises of
legitimate jobs.

The Embassy of India in
Thailand stated that the
operation demonstrates

strong bilateral coopera-
tion between India and
Thailand in protecting cit-

izens from cross-border
criminal networks. Au-
thorities in Thailand had

reportedly intensified sur-
veillance and crackdowns
on cybercrime hubs fol-
lowing repeated com-
plaints from foreign gov-
ernments, including
India.

This repatriation is part
of a larger ongoing effort
by the Indian government
to bring back nationals
stranded in high-risk envi-
ronments abroad. Offi-
cials highlighted that the
welfare of citizens work-
ing overseas in vulnerable
conditions remains a top
priority, and such opera-
tions will continue wher-
ever necessary.

The successful evacua-
tion of 197 Indians from
Mae Sot underscores In-
dia’s capability to under-
take complex airlift mis-
sions in collaboration
with friendly nations,
while sending a strong
message against exploita-
tion in illegal cyber
networks.

The repatriated citizens
are expected to undergo
medical checks and coun-
seling upon arrival in In-
dia, ensuring they are
safely reintegrated after
exposure to potentially
dangerous criminal
environments.
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GAIL India Q2 Profit Falls 17% Amid Rising Costs

State-owned gas dis-
tributor GAIL (India)
Ltd. reported a 17% de-
cline in standalone net
profit for the second
quarter of 2025, as ris-
ing expenses weighed on
earnings. The compa-
ny’s net profit fell to
32,217.24 crore compared
with the same period
last year.

GAIL’s cumulative ex-
penses for Q2 increased
9.3% year-on-year (YoY)
to ¥33,000.62 crore, driv-
en primarily by higher
material costs, which
rose 8.6% YoY. Analysts
point out that the infla-
tionary pressure on raw
materials and procure-
ment costs has been a
key factor in squeezing
margins for the
company.

Despite the rise in ex-
penses, GAIL’s total rev-
enue grew by approxi-
mately 6.5% YoY to
%35,823.81 crore during
the quarter. The in-
crease in revenue was
supported by higher gas
sales and steady demand
for the company’s petro-
chemical and pipeline
services across domes-
tic and industrial
markets.

GAIL, which plays a
crucial role in India’s
energy distribution net-
work, has been navigat-
ing challenges including

global commodity price
volatility and domestic
supply chain con-
straints. While revenue
growth indicates robust
demand for gas, the
surge in operating costs
highlights the need for

T,

tighter expense manage-
ment to protect
profitability.

Company officials re-
main optimistic about
long-term prospects, cit-
ing strategic expansions
in pipeline infrastruc-

ECONOMY

ture and natural gas
marketing as potential
drivers for sustained
growth. They have also
emphasized ongoing ef-
forts to enhance opera-
tional efficiency and
cost controls to counter

rising input expenses.
As India’s energy de-
mand continues to grow,
GAIL faces the dual
challenge of capitaliz-
ing on market opportu-
nities while managing
costs amid inflationary

pressures. The Q2 re-
sults underscore the del-
icate balance between
growth and expense
management for the
state-run distributor in
a dynamic energy
sector.

Sensex Falls 466 Points on Weak Global

Mumbai: The benchmark
BSE Sensex declined for the
second consecutive day on
Friday, dropping 465.75
points or 0.55% to close at
83,938.71 amid heavy selling
in private banking stocks
and a weak trend in global
markets. During the day, the
index fell as much as 498.8
points to 83,905.66.

Market participants cited
foreign fund outflows, mixed
corporate earnings, and lin-
gering uncertainty over the
U.S. Federal Reserve’s future
rate actions as key factors
weighing on investor senti-
ment. The broader Nifty 50
index also mirrored the
downtrend, reflecting cau-
tious trading across sectors.

Private sector banks were
among the biggest drags on
the market, with investors
booking profits after recent
gains. Analysts said that on-
going concerns about global
interest rates, inflation, and
economic growth continue to
impact risk appetite, prompt-
ing investors to shift funds
away from equities toward
safer assets.

Global markets were sub-

Cues, Bank Selling

dued, with major indices in
the U.S., Europe, and Asia
showing modest declines
amid mixed economic data
and concerns over potential
rate hikes by central banks.
The domestic market’s sensi-
tivity to foreign institutional
investor (FII) flows was evi-
dent as continued outflows
contributed to the pressure
on stock prices.

Despite the short-term vol-
atility, experts suggested
that the market fundamen-
tals remain intact, and sec-
tors such as IT, energy, and
consumer goods could see se-
lective buying in the near
term. Investors are closely
watching upcoming corpo-
rate results and global cues
for guidance on market
direction.

Friday’s decline marked
the second straight session
of losses for Indian equities,
highlighting the challenges
posed by external uncertain-
ties and domestic profit-
booking pressures. Analysts
continue to advise cautious
trading until the global rate
outlook and corporate earn-
ings trends become clearer.

Rupee Slips to 88.27 Against Dollar

The Indian rupee weak-
ened by 8 paise to close at
88.27 against the U.S. dol-
lar on Tuesday, tracking
weak domestic equities
and foreign fund outflows.
The depreciation reflects
investor caution amid
global and domestic mar-
ket movements.

Forex traders noted that
foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) sold equities
worth 55.58 crore on Octo-
ber 27, 2025, putting pres-
sure on the currency. De-
spite the outflows, the
rupee’s decline was limit-
ed as a softening U.S. dol-
lar and easing crude oil
prices provided some
support.

The dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six major currencies,
fell 0.09% to 98.69, indicat-
ing mild weakness in the
U.S. currency in global
markets. Analysts said
that a weaker dollar tends
to ease pressure on emerg-
ing market currencies, in-
cluding the rupee, even
when domestic factors ex-
ert downward pressure.

Sectorally, persistent

selling in equity markets,
coupled with cautious
trading ahead of upcom-
ing macroeconomic data,
influenced currency move-
ments. Market partici-
pants highlighted that
short-term fluctuations in
the rupee are often driven
by global risk sentiment,
crude oil price trends, and
capital flows.

Economists observed
that while the rupee’s re-
cent depreciation is mod-
est, continued foreign fund
outflows or sharp volatili-
ty in crude oil prices could
create further downward
pressure. They advised
monitoring macroeconom-
ic indicators and global
market cues closely for
clues on the near-term tra-
jectory of the currency.

Overall, the rupee’s per-
formance on Tuesday re-
flects a balance between
domestic equity market
weakness and global cues,
underscoring its sensitiv-
ity to both local and inter-
national developments. In-
vestors and exporters are
expected to track currency
movements closely in the
coming days.
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India Could Lose Nearly a
Quarter of GDP by 2070
Due to Climate Change

India could face a po-
tential GDP loss of up
to 24.7% by 2070 due to
the impacts of climate
change, underscoring
the urgency for imme-
diate action, said Dr.
Ewa Suwara, Deputy
Head of Delegation, Eu-
ropean Union to India.
She made the remarks
at the Renewable Ener-
gy India (REI) Expo &
The Battery Show India
(TBSI) 2025.

Speaking at the
event, Dr. Suwara high-
lighted that climate
change is already tak-
ing a toll on global eco-
nomic growth, affect-
ing productivity,
agriculture, infrastruc-
ture, and public health.
She emphasized that
transitioning to green
energy and clean indus-
tries is no longer op-
tional but essential for
a sustainable and resil-
ient future.

“In this context,
green energy and clean
industries are not
merely options but im-
peratives for a sustain-
able future. The Euro-
pean Union deeply
values its partnership
with India, especially
as both regions stand
committed to advanc-
ing climate resilience,
fostering innovation,
and ensuring that am-
bition is matched by ac-

tion,” she said.

Dr. Philipp Acker-
mann, Ambassador of
Germany to India, add-
ed that collaboration
between European and
Indian enterprises can
accelerate the clean en-
ergy transition. He not-
ed that European pri-
vate sector companies
bring advanced tech-
nologies and expertise
in solar, wind, bioener-
gy, storage, and green
hydrogen, while Indian
companies contribute
scale, dynamism, and
local insights.

The EU delegation
emphasized that
stronger cooperation
could help India meet
its climate and energy
goals while boosting
economic growth. Ex-
perts at the expo
stressed that public-pri-
vate partnerships, in-
novation, and technol-
ogy adoption are
critical to mitigating
climate risks and re-
ducing potential eco-
nomic losses.

The warnings come
amid growing concerns
over climate change im-
pacts in South Asia, in-
cluding rising tempera-
tures, erratic rainfall,
and extreme weather
events, all of which
could significantly af-
fect India’s long-term
economic stability.

India’s Forex Reserves
Fall by $6.9 Billion

I
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India’s foreign ex-
change reserves fell by
$6.925 billion to $695.355
billion for the week end-
ed October 24, the Re-
serve Bank of India
(RBI) reported on Fri-
day. This follows an in-
crease of $4.496 billion
in the previous week,
when reserves had ris-
en to $702.28 billion.

The forex reserves,
which include foreign
currency assets, gold,
special drawing rights
(SDRs), and the coun-
try’s reserve position
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF),
are a key indicator of
India’s economic health
and external stability.

Foreign currency as-
sets (FCAs), the largest
component of the re-
serves, also saw a de-
cline during the week,
reflecting movements
in global currencies
and market conditions.
Analysts note that fluc-
tuations in the U.S. dol-
lar, changes in oil im-
port bills, and outflows
related to debt repay-
ments or portfolio in-
vestments can influ-
ence the reserves
significantly on a week-
ly basis.

Gold reserves, anoth-

er component, re-
mained relatively sta-
ble, while the country’s
holdings in special
drawing rights and the
IMF’s reserve position
showed minor varia-
tions. Despite the re-
cent dip, India’s forex
reserves remain among
the largest in the world,
providing a cushion
against external shocks
and supporting the ru-
pee’s stability.

Experts say that
while weekly move-
ments are normal, per-
sistent declines could
indicate pressure on
the currency and may
impact import costs, in-
flation, and overall eco-
nomic confidence. The
RBI continues to moni-
tor global market trends
and adjust its interven-
tions to maintain stabil-
ity in the forex market.

The reserves’ move-
ment comes amid a vol-
atile global economic
environment, including
fluctuating crude oil
prices, tightening mon-
etary policies in major
economies, and ongoing
geopolitical uncertain-
ties, all of which can in-
fluence capital flows
and foreign exchange
reserves.
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Subtle Difference
Everyone Misses

They may look alike,
taste similarly sour,
and both boost immu-
nity — but lemons and
limes are not the same
fruit. While often used
interchangeably in
kitchens around the
world, these citrus
cousins have distinct
differences in appear-
ance, flavour, and nutri-
tion that set them
apart.

The lemon, easily
recognised by its bright
yellow colour and oval
shape, is the larger of
the two. The lime, by
contrast, is smaller,
rounder, and usually
green. Both belong to
the same citrus family
and are rich in vitamin
C, known for strength-
ening the immune sys-
tem and promoting
healthy skin.

When it comes to
taste, lemons tend to be
more sour yet slightly
sweet, owing to their
higher citric acid con-
tent balanced with
mild sugar levels.
Limes, meanwhile,
have a sharper, more
pungent flavour with a
hint of bitterness.

Their zest and juice are
popular in pickles,
cocktails, and various
international cuisines,
from Thai and Mexican
to Indian dishes. Lem-
ons, on the other hand,
are commonly used in
desserts, marinades,
and refreshing drinks
like lemonade.

Nutritionally, both
fruits are excellent de-
toxifiers and aid diges-
tion. However, lemons
generally contain
slightly more vitamin
C and folate, while
limes offer more anti-
oxidants and a stronger
aroma.

In everyday cooking,
choosing between lem-
on and lime often
comes down to flavour
preference and recipe
type. Lemons pair well
with sweet or mild
dishes, while limes add
a bold kick to spicy or
tangy foods.

So, while the two
may seem almost iden-
tical at first glance, a
closer look — and taste
— reveals that lemons
and limes each bring
their own unique zest
to the table.

Why Cyclones Move
Towards Land

Tropical cyclones,
powerful weather sys-
tems that form over
warm ocean waters,
are driven and directed
by large-scale wind pat-
terns in the atmos-
phere. These storms
typically develop where
sea surface tempera-
tures exceed 26°C, pro-
viding the heat and
moisture they need to
intensify. However,
their eventual move-
ment — whether they
make landfall or re-
main over the sea — is
determined entirely by
surrounding winds.

Cyclones generally
form between 5° and 20°
north and south of the
equator, regions domi-
nated by the trade
winds. These winds
blow from east to west
as part of the Hadley
circulation, a massive
global convection sys-
tem created by uneven
solar heating. Warm
air rises near the equa-
tor, moves poleward at
high altitudes, cools
and sinks around 30°
latitude, and then flows
back toward the equa-
tor near the surface.
Due to Earth’s rotation,
this returning air is de-

flected westward by the
Coriolis effect, generat-
ing the easterly trade
winds that push cy-
clones toward the west
— and, in many cases,
toward land.

This is why tropical
cyclones in the North
Indian Ocean often
travel from the Bay of
Bengal or the Arabian
Sea toward India, Bang-
ladesh, or Myanmar.
Similarly, storms in the
Atlantic typically move
westward toward the
Caribbean or the south-
eastern United States.

If global geography
or wind patterns were
reversed — if the trade
winds blew from west
to east instead — most
cyclones would be
steered away from
land, drastically reduc-
ing landfall events.

Ultimately, cyclones
don’t “seek” land; they
are simply carried by
the winds that domi-
nate tropical regions.
Their devastating land-
falls are, therefore, a
consequence of geogra-
phy and atmospheric
circulation rather than
any natural preference
of the storms
themselves.

Walk through any su-
permarket and you’ll see
shelves lined with prod-
ucts proudly labelled “or-
ganic.” From fruits and
vegetables to cereals and
snacks, organic foods
have become a global
trend. Many consumers
believe they’re healthier
and better for the environ-
ment, while others argue
they’re just pricier ver-
sions of regular produce.
So, what truly sets organ-
ic and non-organic foods
apart?

How They’re Grown:

Organic foods are culti-
vated without synthetic
pesticides, fertilisers, or
genetically modified or-
ganisms (GMOs). Farm-
ers rely on natural tech-
niques like composting
and crop rotation to main-
tain soil health. Non-or-
ganic foods, on the other
hand, use modern farm-
ing methods and chemical
inputs to increase yield
and efficiency, which may
leave small traces of resi-
dues—though typically
within safe regulatory
limits.

Nutritional Value:

Research shows that
while organic produce
can contain slightly high-
er levels of antioxidants,

OFF BEAT

Organic Foods vs Non-Organic Foods

the overall nutritional dif-
ference is minor. Both or-
ganic and conventional
foods provide similar

Which Is Healthi

er?

-

amounts of vitamins and
minerals. Experts suggest
that eating a diverse
range of fresh, seasonal

foods is far more impor-
tant than focusing solely

on labels.
Pesticide Exposure:
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LemonvsLime:The  OF@aNic vs Non-Organic Foods: Which Is Better
for Your Health?

Organic produce gener-
ally has fewer pesticide
residues. However, con-
ventional foods are regu-
larly tested and deemed
safe. Washing or peeling
fruits and vegetables can
further reduce exposure,
making non-organic op-
tions safe for most
people.

Environmental Impact:

Organic farming sup-
ports biodiversity, en-
hances soil fertility, and
reduces pollution. Con-
ventional farming,
though more productive,
can deplete resources and
harm ecosystems due to
heavy chemical use.

Cost and Accessibility:

Organic food often costs
more due to lower yields
and higher labour needs.
Budget-conscious con-
sumers can mix and
match—choosing organic
for thin-skinned fruits
like strawberries and
non-organic for produce
with protective peels such
as bananas or avocados.

Ultimately, both options
can be part of a healthy,
balanced diet when cho-
sen thoughtfully.

Why We Don’t Feel the

Even though the Earth is
constantly spinning and
hurtling through space, we
don’t feel any of this motion
— and that’s because every-
thing around us is moving
along at the same steady
pace. The Earth rotates once
every 24 hours, which means
someone standing on the
equator is travelling at
about 1,600 km per hour due
to the planet’s spin. At the
same time, the Earth orbits
the Sun at an astonishing
1,07,000 km per hour.

Despite these immense
speeds, we don’t sense any
movement because it’s
smooth and constant. Our
bodies, including our inner
ears — which help detect
balance and motion — can
only feel changes in speed
or direction, known as ac-
celeration. For example,
when a car suddenly starts,
stops, or turns, we feel it
immediately. But once the
car cruises smoothly at a
constant speed, that sensa-
tion disappears unless we

Earth Moving

look outside.

The same principle ap-
plies to the Earth. Since its
rotation and revolution are
stable and unchanging,
there’s no acceleration for
us to detect. Everything —
the air, oceans, buildings,
and even our bodies —
moves together with the
planet, maintaining a con-
stant relative position.

We only notice Earth’s
motion indirectly, through
natural phenomena like day
and night, caused by the
planet’s rotation, or sea-
sons, resulting from its or-
bit around the Sun and tilt-
ed axis. Without these clues,
there’s nothing in our eve-
ryday experience to suggest
we’re moving at such ex-
traordinary speeds.

In short, the reason we
don’t feel the Earth move is
not because it isn’t moving
— it’s because it moves per-
fectly smoothly, carrying us
along with everything else
on its surface through
space.

China’s Heatwaves Threaten Hairy Crab Supply

China’s famous “hairy
crabs,” a seasonal delicacy
prized for their sweet meat and
golden roe, are under threat as
the country battles worsening
heatwaves linked to climate
change. Farmers say the last
three years have been the most
difficult in over a decade for
crab cultivation, with extreme
temperatures disrupting breed-
ing and survival rates.

For farmers like Xie Dandan,
34, who has spent more than
ten years raising hairy crabs,
rising temperatures have be-
come a major concern. “From
2022, it feels like the weather
has been getting worse every
year,” she said, as she prepared
freshly harvested crabs for cus-
tomers at her farm in Jiangsu
province — the heartland of
China’s hairy crab industry.

The labour-intensive process
of cultivating these freshwater
crustaceans begins with lar-
vae being raised in ponds for
about a year. They are then
transferred to fenced wetland
farms where they grow until
harvest season in autumn.
However, sustained high tem-
peratures and reduced rainfall
have heated water bodies, low-
ered oxygen levels, and in-
creased the risk of disease —
all factors that threaten crab
survival.

Hairy crabs, traditionally en-
joyed steamed and served with
vinegar, are a symbol of Chi-
nese culinary culture, especial-
ly around the Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival. But this year, farmers
report lower yields and smaller
crabs, leading to supply short-
ages and higher prices across

restaurants and markets.
Experts warn that climate

change could make such chal-

lenges more frequent, forcing

farmers to adapt by investing
in shaded ponds, aeration sys-
tems, and improved water
management.

As the heat intensifies, the

fate of China’s beloved hairy
crabs — once a reliable season-
al luxury — now hangs in the

balance, with both farmers and
food lovers anxiously watching
the changing climate’s toll on
this iconic delicacy.
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Sinner Begins ATP Finals Title Defence
in Over Auger-Aliassime

withW

Italy’s Jannik Sinner
started his ATP Finals title
defence in impressive fash-
ion, defeating Canada’s Fe-
lix Auger-Aliassime 7-5, 6-1
in his opening group-stage
match in Turin. Backed by
a roaring home crowd, the
world No. 2 displayed
sharp form and composure
as he began his campaign
to retain the prestigious
year-end crown.

The first set was tightly
contested, with both play-
ers holding serve until Sin-
ner broke at a crucial mo-
ment to clinch it 7-5.
Riding on that momentum,
the Italian completely
dominated the second set,
showcasing his trademark
power and precision from
the baseline. Auger-Alias-
sime struggled to keep up
with Sinner’s aggressive
pace, managing to win just
one game in the set.

For Sinner, the victory
not only marks a confident
start to his title defence
but also keeps alive his
hopes of securing the year-
end No. 1 ranking. To
achieve that milestone, he
must win the ATP Finals

and rely on Carlos Alcaraz
not reaching the champi-
onship match.
Meanwhile, in another
group-stage encounter,
Taylor Fritz registered a
solid win over Lorenzo
Musetti, who stepped in as

a late replacement for in-
jured world No. 1 Novak
Djokovic. Fritz controlled
the match with his strong
serve and steady baseline
play, ensuring a smooth
start to his own
campaign.

PLAY /ONE

The 2025 ATP Finals
promise high-voltage ten-
nis, with the world’s top
eight players battling for
glory in Turin. For Sinner,
the tournament carries ex-
tra emotion — not only as
the defending champion

on home soil but also as he
chases history to poten-
tially finish the year as the
world’s best.

With his opening victory,
Sinner has set the tone for
another thrilling week in
Italian tennis.

Sumit Nagal Faces Visa Hurdle Ahead of Australian
Open Playoffs in China

India’s top-ranked tennis
player Sumit Nagal has hit
an unexpected roadblock
ahead of the Australian
Open Asia-Pacific Wild-
card Playoffs, after his Chi-
na visa was rejected with-
out explanation. The
qualifying event, which of-
fers players a chance to
earn a direct entry into the
2026 Australian Open, is
scheduled to take place in
Chengdu, China, from No-
vember 24 to 29, 2025.

Taking to social media
platform X (formerly Twit-
ter), Nagal appealed to the
Chinese Ambassador to In-
dia and the Chinese Embas-
sy in India for urgent inter-
vention. “Respected @
China_Amb_India and @
ChinaSpox_India, I am Su-
mit Nagal, India’s No.1 ten-
nis player. I am supposed to
fly to China soon to repre-
sent India at the Australian
Open Playoff. But my visa
was rejected without rea-
son. Your urgent help
would be much appreciat-
ed,” Nagal wrote.

The 27-year-old from

Jhajjar, Haryana, is cur-
rently ranked 275th in the

X [ Twitter)

ATP standings, making
him India’s highest-ranked

singles player. Having fall-
en outside the world’s top

100, Nagal no longer quali-
fies for direct entries into
Grand Slam tournaments
and must rely on wildcard
opportunities or qualifying
rounds to compete in major
events.

Nagal’s visa issue now
threatens his participation
in the Chengdu playoffs —
a crucial event that could
determine his path to the
2026 Australian Open.
Missing the tournament
would be a significant set-
back for his season
ambitions.

The Chinese Embassy
and tournament organis-
ers have yet to issue a re-
sponse to the matter.

Nagal last featured in the
2024 Australian Open,
where he exited in the first
round. Earlier this year, he
played a vital role in In-
dia’s Davis Cup victory
over Switzerland, winning
both his singles matches.

Fans and fellow players
have voiced support online,
urging quick resolution to
ensure India’s top tennis
star can compete.

Lionel Messi Hopes for Nou Camp Return to
Bid Emotional Farewell

Football icon Lionel Mes-
si has expressed his desire
to return to Camp Nou one
day to bid a proper farewell
to the fans and club that de-
fined his illustrious career.
The Argentina and Barce-
lona legend, now 38, shared
a heartfelt message after
visiting the newly renovat-
ed stadium, evoking nostal-
gia among supporters
worldwide.

Messi, who left Barcelona
in 2021 due to the club’s se-
vere financial crisis, moved
to Paris Saint-Germain be-
fore eventually joining Inter
Miami in 2023. Despite his
success abroad, the connec-
tion between Messi and Bar-
celona remains deeply
emotional.

“LastnightIreturnedtoa
place I deeply miss,” Messi
wrote on Instagram, refer-
ring to his recent visit to the
revamped Camp Nou. “A
place where I was immense-
ly happy, where you made
me feel a thousand times
like the happiest person in
the world.”

He added, “I hope one day
I can return, and not just to
say goodbye as a player, as I
was never able to do.”

The eight-time Ballon
d’Or winner spent more
than two decades at Barce-

lona, where he became the
club’s all-time leading scor-
er and helped them win four
Champions League titles
and ten La Liga crowns. His
unexpected departure in

2021 left fans heartbroken,
as he was unable to say fare-
well on the pitch due to pan-
demic restrictions and club
turmoil.

Currently playing for In-

ter Miami, Messi continues
to shine — scoring twice on
Saturday to guide his side
into the next round of the
MLS Cup play-offs.

Messi’s message has reig-

nited hopes among fans that
Barcelona will organise a
special farewell match at
the Camp Nou, giving the
football legend the send-off
he truly deserves.
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West Indies to Play
Afghanistanin UAET20I
Series

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has
officially announced a three-
match T20 International series
against Afghanistan, scheduled
to take place in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) in January 2026.
The series will serve as key prep-
aration for both sides ahead of
the ICC T20 World Cup, set to be
hosted in India and Sri Lanka
later next year.

The opening T20I will be
played on January 19 at the Shar-
jah Cricket Stadium, followed by
the second and third matches on
January 21 and January 22, re-
spectively, at the same venue.

CWTI’s Director of Cricket,
Miles Bascombe, highlighted the
importance of the series, stating,
“This series provides an ideal
platform for our preparation.
Facing strong opposition in sub-
continental conditions will help
us sharpen our combinations
and approach. It also gives our
players a chance to build confi-
dence on surfaces similar to
those we’ll encounter in India

and Sri Lanka.”

Echoing the sentiment, Na-
seeb Khan, CEO of the Afghani-
stan Cricket Board (ACB), ex-
pressed enthusiasm about the
contest, saying, “Competing
against the West Indies before a
global tournament offers an ex-
cellent opportunity for our team
to fine-tune its lineup and boost
readiness for the World Cup.”

The West Indies, who co-host-
ed the previous edition of the
T20 World Cup, reached the Su-
per Eight stage but narrowly
missed out on the semifinals. Af-
ghanistan, meanwhile, made his-
tory by advancing to the semifi-
nals for the first time.

In their past head-to-head re-
cord, West Indies lead Afghani-
stan 5-3 in eight T20I clashes.
The upcoming series promises to
be a competitive and strategic
prelude to the 2026 T20 World
Cup, offering both teams a valu-
able opportunity to test their
strengths under similar playing
conditions.

India Clinch T20I Series
Against Australia as Rain
Halts Final Match

fa

Team India secured a 2-1 series
victory over Australia after the
fifth and final T20 International
at the Gabba was abandoned due
to rain on Saturday. The down-
pour ended any hopes of a full
contest, bringing the exciting
five-match series to an early
conclusion.

After being put in to bat, In-
dia’s openers Shubman Gill and
Abhishek Sharma gave the visi-
tors a fiery start, racing to a 50-
run stand in quick time. Gill
looked in fine touch, unbeaten
on 29 off 16 balls, while Abhishek
smashed 23 off 13 deliveries be-
fore rain interrupted play in the
fourth over. Unfortunately, the
showers intensified, forcing the
umpires to call off the game
without a single ball bowled in
Australia’s innings.

The washout meant India, who
had already taken a 2-1 lead after
victories in Sydney and Canber-
ra, clinched the series despite
Australia’s win in Adelaide. It
marks another successful outing

for India’s young squad, led by
Suryakumar Yadav, who show-
cased both flair and composure
throughout the tour.

The series saw several stand-
out performances, including ex-
plosive batting from Ruturaj Gai-
kwad and Rinku Singh, alongside
crucial bowling spells from
Mukesh Kumar and Axar Patel.
For Australia, Travis Head and
Matthew Short were among the
top performers, though incon-
sistent bowling hurt their chanc-
es of a comeback.

With this result, India contin-
ue their impressive T20 record in
overseas conditions, extending
their dominance ahead of next
year’s T20 World Cup. The team
will now shift focus to the up-
coming ODI series, while Aus-
tralia look to regroup after a
rain-marred finish in Brisbane.

Despite the anticlimactic end,
India’s young guns once again
proved their mettle on foreign
soil, sealing a well-deserved 2-1
series triumph.
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aioverottersristsong RGNV Praises Ram Charan’s Raw Energy inPeddi’s

“Sanchari” Becomes an
Instant Global Hit

GLOBETROTTER

The buzz around SS
Rajamouli’s much-
awaited film Globe Trot-
ter is reaching new
heights. Featuring Su-
perstar Mahesh Babu in
the lead, alongside Pri-
yanka Chopra and
Prithviraj, the film has
already become the talk
of the town. Ahead of
the official glimpse
launch this weekend,
the makers surprised
fans by releasing the
f i 1 m ’ s
first single — Sanchari.

The song, composed
by MM Keeravaani, has
turned out to be an un-
expected banger. Shruti
Haasan lent her voice
for both the Telugu and
Tamil versions, infus-
ing the track with her
signature energy and
emotion. The lyrics
beautifully capture the
adventurous and dy-
namic essence of Ma-
hesh Babu’s character,
offering audiences a
sneak peek into the he-
ro’s journey.

Unlike traditional Ra-
jamouli soundtracks,
Sanchari carries an
electrifying rock vibe
that instantly resonates
with global listeners.

The fusion of Keer-
avaani’s grand orches-
tration and Shruti’s
powerful vocals gives
the track a universal ap-
peal, aligning perfectly
with the film’s interna-
tional scale.

Fans have been quick
to praise the song’s visu-
als and music, calling it
“refreshing,” “global,”
and “pure adrenaline.”
The makers revealed
that the track was de-
signed to bridge cultur-
al boundaries, giving
audiences worldwide a
sense of the film’s spirit
and scale.

With Rajamouli’s sto-
rytelling, Keeravaani’s
music, and Mahesh Ba-
bu’s magnetic screen
presence, Globe Trotter
is shaping up to be a cin-
ematic spectacle on par
with global
blockbusters.

The team’s strategy to
release Sanchari ahead
of the film’s glimpse has
paid off, setting the per-
fect tone for what’s ex-
pected to be one of the
biggest international
releases from Indian
cinema. Globe Trotter is
gearing up for a massive
worldwide release soon.

Ram Pothineni
Shinesin“Andhra
King Taluka"Title

Promo

Energetic star Ram
Pothineni is back in ac-
tion with his upcoming
film Andhra King Talu-
ka, which is set for a
grand theatrical release
on November 28. The
makers have kicked off
promotions in style by
unveiling the title pro-
mo and the first glimpse
of the song First Day
First Show on Tuesday.

The short promo has
already caught the at-
tention of fans, thanks
to Ram’s energetic
dance moves and vi-
brant screen presence.
The actor, known for his
electrifying perfor-
mances, once again de-
livers high-energy cho-
reography that perfectly
matches his dynamic
image. The full song is
scheduled to release on
Wednesday, adding to
the growing excitement
surrounding the film.

Directed by P. Mahesh
Babu of Miss Shetty Mr.
Polishetty fame, Andhra
King Taluka promises
to be a perfect blend of
mass entertainment

and youthful energy.
Bhagyashree Borse
plays the female lead op-
posite Ram, while versa-
tile actor Upendra is set
to appear in a crucial
role, adding weight to
the ensemble cast.

Produced by the pres-
tigious banner Mythri
Movie Makers, the film
is expected to be a com-
plete entertainer filled
with lively music, styl-
ish visuals, and Ram’s
trademark energy. The
title promo gives a
glimpse of the film’s
colorful vibe and festive
appeal, suggesting it
will cater to both youth
and family audiences
alike.

With catchy tunes, im-
pressive visuals, and
Ram’s undeniable cha-
risma, Andhra King Ta-
luka is shaping up to be
one of the most-awaited
commercial entertain-
ers of the season. Fans
are eagerly counting
down the days as the
film gears up to hit
theaters on November
28.

Ram Gopal Varma
(RGV) has showered
praise on the first single
from Peddi, titled Chiki-
ri Chikiri, which has
taken the internet by
storm. The song became
an instant sensation,
crossing 60 million
views in record time and
trending across all ma-
jor music platforms.

Composed by the leg-
endary A.R. Rahman,
Chikiri Chikiri has cap-
tivated audiences not
only with its rhythm but
also with Ram Charan’s
energetic and graceful
dance moves. RGYV,
known for his sharp
takes on cinema, lauded
the song’s impact and
shared his admiration
for its cinematic
presentation.

“Every craft in cine-
ma should be only to el-
evate the HERO,” said
Varma, praising how the
song highlights Ram
Charan’s screen pres-
ence. He described
Charan’s performance
as “raw, real, and explo-
sive,” appreciating the
actor’s powerful yet un-
glamorous portrayal.

The filmmaker also
commended director Bu-
chi Babu Sana for his
creative approach, not-

Hit Song “Chikiri Chikiri™

brightest when stripped
of unnecessary glitter.”
RGV admired how the
director avoided exces-
sive sets and back-
ground dancers, keeping

i

the lead star.

The Peddi team ex-
pressed their gratitude
for Varma’s words, say-
ing they were thrilled by
his response and

Apart from Ram
Charan, the film fea-
tures a stellar ensemble
cast including Janhvi
Kapoor, Shiva Rajku-
mar, Divyenndu Shar-

Backed by Vriddhi Cin-
emas, this ambitious
pan-Indian project is
one of the most awaited
releases of next year.
Peddi is slated to hit

2026, promising an emo-
tional and visually stun-
ning cinematic experi-
ence powered by
Rahman’s music and
Charan’s magnetic

ing, “A star shines

the spotlight firmly on

encouragement.

ma, and Jagapathi Babu.

theaters on March 27,

performance.

Kaantha: Dulquer
Salmaan’s Period Drama
Inspired by Real Incidents
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Dulquer Salmaan, who is
currently enjoying a dream run
at the box office with a series of
successful films, is now gearing
up for his next big release —
Kaantha, a unique period dra-
ma directed by Selvamani Sel-
varaj. The film has already
captured massive attention
with its intriguing trailer and
star-studded cast.

The trailer hints at an in-
tense clash between two tower-
ing personalities — a celebrat-
ed superstar and his mentor, a
renowned filmmaker. Adding
to the excitement, Rana Daggu-
bati appears in a surprise role
as a police officer, further ele-
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vating the buzz surrounding
the project.

What makes Kaantha even
more fascinating is its connec-
tion to real-life events. Accord-
ing to Rana and other members
of the team, the story draws in-
spiration from true incidents
that took place in the 1950s — a
time when cinema was evolv-
ing rapidly but documentation
was scarce. With limited media
and no social platforms then,
many significant happenings
from that era have remained
untold.

Kaantha aims to bring those
hidden stories to light, weaving
them into a gripping cinematic

experience. While the film’s
central characters are modeled
after real-life figures from the
Telugu and Tamil film indus-
tries, several supporting roles
and subplots have been crea-
tively developed to enhance the
storytelling.

Blending fact with fiction,
Kaantha promises to be an en-
gaging exploration of the gold-
en yet turbulent age of South
Indian cinema. With Dulquer
in the lead and Selvamani Sel-
varaj’s compelling vision, the
film is poised to offer audiences
a powerful mix of nostalgia,
drama, and historical
intrigue.
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Keerthy Suresh’s
Action Thriller
“Revolver Rita” Locks
Release Date

National Award-winning
actress Keerthy Suresh,
known for her versatile per-
formances, is gearing up for
the release of her next film
Revolver Rita. The makers
have officially confirmed that
the much-awaited action en-
tertainer will hit theaters on
November 28, 2025.

Directed by K. Chandru, Re-
volver Rita promises to show-
case a completely new side of
Keerthy Suresh. The actress
plays the role of an ordinary
middle-class woman named
Rita, whose life takes an unex-
pected turn when unforeseen
circumstances compel her to
pick up a gun. What follows is
a gripping tale of courage,
chaos, and transformation,
blending high-octane action
with entertaining comedy
elements.

The film’s storyline re-
volves around how Rita, an in-
nocent woman thrust into ex-
traordinary situations,
navigates danger and discov-
ers her inner strength. Keer-
thy, who has consistently im-

pressed audiences with
diverse roles, is expected to
deliver yet another power-
packed performance in this
female-led action thriller.

Veteran actress Radhika
Sarathkumar plays a signifi-
cant supporting role, adding
depth and intensity to the nar-
rative. The film’s team has
completed shooting and is
now focused on final promo-
tional activities leading up to
its release.

Produced on a stylish and
vibrant scale, Revolver Rita
stands out for its fresh con-
cept, slick action sequences,
and Keerthy’s strong on-
screen persona. The first-look
posters and teasers have al-
ready generated buzz, promis-
ing a perfect mix of entertain-
ment and empowerment.

With its November 28 re-
lease, Revolver Rita is set to
bring a refreshing female-cen-
tric action drama to the big
screen, offering fans an excit-
ing cinematic experience led
by one of South India’s most
talented stars.
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