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Paddy Crisis: 
Farmers 
Protest 

Over 
Procurement 

Delays

TPN Bureau | Nov 
9, 2025

T he high-voltage 
campaign for the 
Jubilee Hills As-
sembly by-election, 

a contest that has gener-
ated significant political 
tension across both Tel-
ugu states, concluded on 
Sunday evening. With 
polling scheduled for 
November 11 and result 
s due on Nove mber 14, 
the BRS, Congress, and 
BJP have wor ked tire-
lessly, making it a three-
way, prestige battle 
among the 58 total can-
didates. The by-election 
was necessitated by the 
death of  BRS MLA Ma 
ganti Gopinath. The ma 
in contenders are Gopi-
nath’s wife, Maganti Su-
nitha (BRS), Nave en Ya-
dav (Congress), an d 
Lankala Deepak Reddy 
(BJP). The ruling Con-
gress campaign was per-
sonally led by Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy, who aims to secure a 
victory to demonstrate 
growing public confi-
dence in the Congress 
administration. The 
Congress them e cen-
tered on Development 
and Welfare. The CM 

held roadshows for four 
days, toured seven divi-
sions, and met various 
community groups. A 
special strategy was im-
plemented, appointing 
two Ministers per di vi-
sion, an MLA or MLC 
for every ten polling 
centres, and one leader 
in charge of  every 100 
voters. The Congress ex-
tensively publicized its 
efforts, claiming to have 
taken up ₹300 crore in de-
velopment works and 
implemented welfare 
schemes in the constitu-
ency. CM Reddy heavily 
criticized the BRS and 
BJP, alleging that Gopi-
nath’s three terms bro 
ught no development an  
d accused the BRS and 
BJP of  collusion. The 
BRS primarily focused 
on the ‘Guarantee Debt 

Card’ campaign, high-
lighting the Congress 
party’s failure to fulfill 
promises made during 
the Assembly elections. 
Leveraging the senti-
ment around Maganti 
Gopinath’s demise, his 
wife Sunitha is the BRS 
candidate.

 KTR assum ed full re-
sponsibility, for mulat-
ing strategies and con-
d u c t i n g  e x t e n s ive 
roadshows across all di-
visions. Although KCR 
did not campaign pub-
licly, he held a key party 
meeting to guide the 
cadre. KTR fiercely at-
tacked CM Revanth Red-
dy, criticizing the non-
implementation of  key 
promises like the ₹2,500 
aid to women, increased 
pensions, unemploym 
ent allowance, and Kaly-

ana Lakshmi scheme. K 
TR also accused the 
Congress and BJP of  be-
ing united and focused 
on appealing to minori-
ties by stating that KCR 
was the only one who de 
livered welfare to them. 
The BJP is fighting for 
its footing in Jubilee 
Hills. Despite a delayed 
candidate announce-
ment, the campaign was 
spearheaded by Union 
Minister Kishan Reddy, 
who held roadshows 
across all divisions. Oth-
er key leaders, includ-
ing State President 
Ramchander Rao and 
MPs Bandi Sanjay and 
Raghunandan Rao, par-
ticipated. Kishan Reddy 
leveled accusations that 
BRS and Congress are 
one and the same. The 
campaign by independ-
ent candidates was min-
imal, though some ran 
to protest government 
policies. A shift in strat-
egy was observed on 
Saturday, where leaders 
moved from making 
broad promises to focus-
ing on specific commu-
nities and high-popula-
tion areas, creating 
separate voter lists and 
assigning responsibili-
ties to key leaders to se-
cure the mandate.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
9, 2025

C hief  Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, 
speaking at the 
‘Meet the Press’ 

programme in Hyderab 
ad today, delivered a 
blistering critique of  
the previous BRS gov-
ernment, asserting that 
Telangana is witness-
ing a robust growth un-
der the current People’s 
Government, just as it 
did during the Congress 
regime in the erstwhile 
united Andhra Pradesh. 
The Chief  Minister cha 
rged that the BRS gov-
ernment, during its ten-
year rule, had neglected 
and “dumped” the state 
in all sectors. He cred-
ited Sonia Gandhi for 
fulfilling the promise of  
Telangana statehood 

despite significant po-
litical hurdles faced by 
the Congress. High-
lighting the Congress’s 
legacy for farmers, he 
recalled that it was the 
Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy 
government that first 
provided free power to 
farmers and waived ₹1,3 
00 crore in electricity 
dues. He also noted that 
former PM Manmohan 
Singh implemented a 
loan waiver of  ₹73,000 
crore and ensured MSP 
for farmers. 

He listed major Con-
gress-era irrigation sc 
hemes under Jalayag-
nam, including Kalvaku 
rthi, Bima, Nettempad 
u, RDS, Indira Sagar, 
and Pranahita Chevel-
la. Coming down heavi-
ly on the BRS, the CM 
stated that when KCR 
took over, the Telanga-

na economy had a ₹60,0 
00 crore surplus, yet the 
BRS handed over the 
state with a staggering 
₹8.11 lakh crore debt, 
leading to a financial 
crisis that initially de-
layed even salary pay-
ments. He dismissed 
the BRS’s monumental 
structures—Pragathi 
Bhav an, the Command 
Control Centre, and the 
New Secretariat—as 
failures, claiming they 
“did not generate even a 
single job.” He attacked 
the Kaleshwaram Pro-
ject, asserting KCR sp 
ent ₹1 lakh crore on it, 
but “not a single acre 
was irrigated,” and the 
BRS wasted ₹1.85 lakh 
crore on irrigation ove 
rall. The CM claimed th 
at Telangana achi eved a 
paddy production of  2.85 
lakh crore tonnes and 
stood number one in the 

country without Kalesh-
waram’s benefits. He ac-
cused KCR of  “pretend-
ing like blind eyed 
Dtrutarashtra” and de-
rided the Vastu changes 
made by the BRS leader. 
He also charged KTR 
with colluding with Un-
ion Minister G. Kishan 
Reddy to obstruct the 
state’s development, la-
beling Reddy as a “Guja-
rat Gulam.” Revanth 
Reddy then projected 
that the Congress would 
rule Telangana for 10 
years until 2034. He ap-
pealed to Jubilee Hills 
voters to support the 
Congress candidate, 
Naveen Yadav, for the 
city’s continuous devel-
opment, citing Con-
gress’s historical role in 
developing Hyderabad 
as an IT and knowledge 
city, a global company 
hub, and the center for 

40% of  bulk drug suppli-
ers. He highlighted the 
Congress’s role in Hy-
derabad becoming a 
growth corridor, ac-
counting for 65% of  Tel-
angana’s income, and 
credited Congress’s pro-
active decisions for Ran-
gareddy district having 
the highest per capita 
income in the country. 
He mentioned the distri-
bution of  25 lakh acres 
of  assigned land and 10 
lakh acres of  Podu lands 
and the role of  Jaipal 
Reddy in the Metro Rail 
project. He concluded by 
listing the achievements 
of  the People’s Govern-
ment, including increas-
ing the Rajiv Aarogya 
Sri limit to ₹10 lakh, sav-
ing RTC with ₹7,100 crore 
for free buses, conduct-
ing the BC caste census, 
and waiving ₹21,000 
crore in farm loans.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

M ahananda Ku-
mari, the mother 
of  the late MLA 
Mag anti  Gopi-

nath, has made startling 
statements regarding 
her son’s death, describ-
ing it as a “mystery” and 
expressing doubts over 
the actual date of  his 
passing. Speaking at the 
Hyderabad Press Club, 
she revealed that as 
Gopinath’s mother, she 
does not know when her 
son died, questioning if  
it was June 6th or 8th. 
Mahananda Kumari ad-
dressed the media along-
side Gopinath’s first 
wife, Malini, and their 
son, Tharak. She alleged 
that the news of  Gopi-
nath’s death was only 
made public after KTR’s 
visit.

She expressed deep 
sorrow and outrage, stat-
ing that Gopinath, who 
earned great repute as a 

three-time MLA, was not 
given a single day for vis-
itation while he was in 
the hospital, and no at-
tendant was even as-
signed to him. The situa-
tion was further complic 
ated by the fact that the 
Legal Heir Certificate 
does not include her 
name (Mahananda Ku-
mari), nor the names of  
Gopinath’s first wife, 
Malini, or their children. 
She stressed that Gopi-
nath and his first wife 
Malini were never legal-
ly divorced. Mahananda 
Kumari clarified that she 
did not arrange the mar-
riage between Gopinath 
and Sunitha (the BRS 
candidate in the by-elec-
tion). She lamented that 
despite running after 
KTR to explain the injus-
tice done to her, the BRS 
leader refused to listen, 
emphasizing that their 
issue is not about money, 
but about recognition. 
Malini, Gopinath’s first 
wife, spoke of  enduring 
great pain and numerous 
humiliations. Mahanan-

da Kumari argued that if  
Gopinath had truly 
wanted to leave Malini, 
he would have divorced 
her long ago, suggesting 
he still had a “soft cor-
ner” for his first family. 
The family decided to 
speak out to the media to 
“prove themselves in 
public” and seek the rec-
ognition they feel they 
are entitled to. Mahanan-
da Kumari questioned 
her right as Gopinath’s 
mother to seek recogni-
tion and mentioned that 
her elder son had also 
sought the ticket. She re-
vealed that they have 
been visiting the Tahsil-
dar’s office since August 
11 to rectify the issue of  
their names being ex-
cluded from the Legal 
Heir Certificate, but the 
problem remains unre-
solved. She also noted 
that KTR did not even in-
form them when the Ju-
bilee Hills ticket was giv-
en to Sunitha, further 
highlighting their mar-
ginalization within the 
family and the party.

Campaign Curtains Down, Stakes 
High in Jubilee Hills Triangular Fight

With polling 
scheduled 
for 
November 11 
and results 
due on 
November 
14, the BRS, 
Congress, 
and BJP have 
worked tire-
lessly, mak-
ing it a three-
way, prestige 
battle among 
the 58 total 
candidates. 
The by-elec-
tion was 
necessitated 
by the death 
of BRS MLA 
Maganti 
Gopinath.

TPN Bureau | Nov 
9, 2025

T he Jubilee Hill 
s by-election, de-
spite being statis-
tically insignifi-

cant in altering the st 
ate government’s ma-
jority, has evolved into 
an intensely tense and 
high-stakes political 
contest in Telangana. 
The principal rivals, 
the ruling Congress 
and the main opposi-
tion Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS), which 
currently holds the 
seat, engaged in a no-
holds-barred slugfest 
that concluded as the 
campaign window sh 
ut at 5 PM on Sunday. 
The outcome of  the 
by-poll will be annou 
nced on November 14, 
following the polling 
scheduled for Tue 

sday. The result is see 
n as a crucial “pres-
tige battle” for both 
parties and a litmus 
test for Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy’ 
s governance, just 
months after the gen-
eral election. Despite 
publicly downplaying 
the notion that the by-
poll is a referendum on 
his administratio n, 
the Chief  Minister ded-
icated significant time 
and effort, campaign-
ing non-stop in the 
high-profile constitu-
ency. The electoral dy-
namics are heavily in-
fluenced by the demog 
raphic composition of  
the constituency. The 
result is expected to 
hinge heavi ly on the 
approximately 1.3 lakh 
Muslim voters, who 
form a substantial blo 
c. Add itionally, a sma 
ller but potentially in-

fluential group—the 
Telugu film industry 
workforce residing in 
the area—is also con-
sidered a key factor in 
the final tally. The po-
litical tension was pal-
pable throughout the 
campaign, marked by 
sharp exchanges, accu-
sations, and high-oc-
tane rallies from all 
major parties, includ-
ing the Congress, BR S, 
BJP, and the AIM IM, 
which also has a pres-
ence and interest in the 
area’s minority vote 
bank. The transition 
from the chaos of  cam-
paigning to the man-
dated silence before 
polling day reflects the 
intense investment 
made by all political 
entities. The entire 
state machinery is now 
focused on ensuring a 
free, fair, and peaceful 
election on Tuesday.

CM Revanth Reddy Slams 
BRS, Projects 10-Year 

Congress Rule

‘My Son’s Death Still a 
Mystery’, Gopinath’s Mother 

Demands Answers

TPN Bureau | Nov 
9, 2025

T h e  E l e c t i o n 
Commission has 
finalized all nec-
essary arrange-

ments for the Jubilee 
Hills Assembly by-elec-
tion scheduled for to-
morrow, November 11, 
ensuring a poll that 
will be conducted 
peacefully, freely, and 
fairly. 

According to elec-
tion officials, the con-
stituency boasts a total 
of  4,01,365 general elec-
tors, which includes 
2,08,561 men, 1,92,779 
women, and 25 other 
voters. The electoral 
roll also includes 123 
overseas electors and 
18 service voters. To fa-

cilitate the voting pro-
cess, the constituency 
is equip ped with 407 
polling stations located 
across 139 locations, 
with each booth cater-
ing to an average of  986 
voters. 

Given the presence 
of  58 contesting candi-
dates, the Election 
Commission has de-
ployed a specific con-
figuration of  electron-
ic voting machines 
(EVMs) at each polling 
station: one control 
unit, four ballot units, 
and one VVPAT. The 
Kotla Vijaya Bha skar 
Reddy Stadium at You-
sufguda has been des-
ignated as the central 
point for distribution, 
reception of  poll mate-
rials, and the counting 
center. A substantial 

workforce of  2,060 poll 
ing personnel, includ-
ing presiding officers 
and their assistants, 
has been deployed to 
ensure the smooth co 
nduct of  the poll. Over 
sight will be provided 
by 19 nodal officers 
and 38 sector officers, 
supported by a large 
contingent of  enforce-
ment teams: 45 flying 
squads, 45 static sur-
veillance teams, and 
video monitoring uni 
ts. The Hyderabad Po-
lice Commissioner has 
made arrangements 
for striking forces and 
mobile patrols to en-
sure security across 
the constituency. Cru-
cially, webcas ting will 
be conducted at all 
polling stations for re-
al-time monitoring. 

Jubilee Hills Braces 
for Judgment Day

Stage Set, Booths Ready: 
Jubilee Hills Votes Tomorrow
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TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025, In a stark and un-
fortunate contrast to the 
state’s agricultural suc-
cess, a severe paddy cri-
sis is deepening in Telan-
gana, triggering wid 
espread protests across 
key districts over crip-
pling delays in govern-
ment procurement. De-
spite Telangana achiev 
ing a record-breaking 
Kharif  2025 paddy har-
vest of  148.03 lakh ton ne 
s, the highest grain yield 
the state has ever record-
ed, farmers in major pro-
ducing regions are up in 

arms, demonstrating 
palpable distre ss. The 
crisis has been exacer-
bated by unseasonal 
rains, which have caused 
significant damage to 
the harvested crops lying 
in the open. Compound-
ing the issue, the govern-
ment procurement cen-
tres  are re por tedly 
rejecting loads of  paddy 
due to the imposition of  
strict moisture content 
norms, leaving farmers 
in a desperate situation 
with their produce. The 
operations of  the Civil 
Supplies Corporation re-

main sluggish, with the 
pace of  purchases falling 
significantly short of  the 
established targets, cre-
ating a massive backlog. 
The situation has inten-
sified into severe pro-
tests in districts like Nal-
gonda, Karimnagar, Kam 
areddy, and Nizamabad. 
Thousands of  desperate 
farmers have taken to 
the streets, block ading 
roads and staging sit-in 
protests to voice their 
frustration and demand 
immediate government 
intervention. In scenes 
that underscore their 

level of  desperati on, 
some farmers were even 
captured falling at the 
feet of  police officials in 
a plea for help and swi ft 
action. The farmers ar-
gue that the governmen 
t’s failure to rapidly es-
tablish procurement in-
frastructure and relax 
the stringent moisture 
conditions in light of  the 
unseasonal rainfall is di-
rectly responsible for 
their losses. They are de-
manding that the gov-
ernment immediately st 
ep up its purchase opera-
tions, open more centres, 

and ensure that every 
single grain harvested is 
bought at the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP). 
The state government 
now faces intense pres-
sure to address the pro-
curement bottlenecks an 
d provide compensation 
for the damaged crops 
before the situation esca-
lates further. This is a 
critical test for the admi-
ni stration, which mu st 
reconcile its record yield 
achievement with the 
growing hardship faced 
by its agricultural com-
mu nity.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

A tragic and fatal 
road accident occurred 
on National Highway 
65 (NH 65) at Kavalam-
pet in Kandi Mandal, 
Sangareddy district, 
on Sunday morning. 
The incident involved 
a collision between a 
private SUV carrying 
multiple passengers 
and an RTC bus. The 
impact of  the crash 
was severe, resulting 
in the immediate death 
of  one person and inju-
ries to six others. The 
deceased was identi-
fied as Balaiah, aged 
45.

The six individuals 
who sustained injuries 
in the collision were 
identified as Pravin, 
F a r e e d ,  S i t a r a m , 
Kalappa, and two oth-
ers whose names were 
not immediately re-
leased. All the injured 

victims were immedi-
ately rushed to the 
Government Hospital 
in Sangareddy for 
emergency medical 
treatment. Reports 
from the hospital indi-
cate that the condition 
of  a couple of  the in-
jured is critical, sug-
gesting the severity of  
the trauma they sus-
tained in the high-
speed crash on the na-
tional highway. The 
local police immedi-
ately arrived at the 
scene to manage the 
situation, clear the 
wreckage, and initiate 
an investigation into 
the cause of  the acci-
dent. The Police have 
registered a case re-
garding the collision 
and are currently con-
ducting a detailed in-
quiry into the circum-
stances that led to the 
SUV ramming into the 
RTC bus. Preliminary 

investigations are ex-
pected to focus on fac-
tors such as speeding, 
driver fatigue, or dis-
tracted driving as po-
tential causes for the 
crash. The rising inci-
dence of  such severe 
accidents on national 
highways necessitates 
stricter traffic enforce-
ment and greater driv-
er caution. The author-
ities are working to 
notify the families of  
the deceased and the 
critically injured, of-
fering necessary assis-
tance during this diffi-
cult time. The incident 
serves as a grim re-
minder of  the need for 
extreme caution and 
adherence to traffic 
rules, especially on 
high-speed corridors 
like NH 65. The police 
will take necessary le-
gal action based on the 
findings of  their ongo-
ing investigation.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
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The Telangana Cyber 
Security Bureau (TCSB) 
conducted a significant 
and simultaneous oper-
ation across five differ-
ent Indian states, result-
ing in the arrest of  81 
individuals involved in 
large-scale cybercrime. 
The massive inter-state 
sting operation covered 
Andhra Pradesh, Kera-
la, Maharashtra, Tamil 
Nadu, and Karnataka, 
demonstrating a coordi-
nated effort to disman-
tle organized cyber 
fraud networks operat-
ing beyond state bor-
ders. The police identi-
fied that the arrested 
individuals were collec-
tively involved in a stag-
gering total of  754 cases 
registered across the 
country.

The preliminary in-
vestigation revealed 
that the scale of  the fi-
nancial fraud commit-
ted by this network 
amounts to an astonish-
ing ₹95 Crores. The com-

plexity of  the fraud in-
volved various roles 
within the network. 
Among the arrested 
were 17 agents who like-
ly acted as recruiters or 
key facilitators in the 
fraud chain, and 7 wom-
en involved in the oper-
ations. Crucially, the po-
lice identified and 
apprehended 58 mule 
account holders, indi-
viduals whose bank ac-
counts were used to il-
legally receive and 
channel the fraudulent 
funds, often in exchange 
for a small commission. 
The police successfully 
seized a large cache of  
evidence from the sus-
pects, including 84 mo-
bile phones, 101 SIM 
cards, and 89 bank pass-
books and chequebooks. 
Furthermore, the Cyber 
Security Bureau took 
swift action to freeze 
crores of  rupees cur-
rently held in the bank 
accounts of  the accused 
individuals. This cru-
cial step ensures the sto-
len money is not laun-
dered further and can 

be recovered. The TCSB 
announced that the fro-
zen funds will now be 
directed towards resti-
tution for the victims of  
these extensive cyber-
crimes, providing a 
measure of  relief  and 
financial recovery for 
those who were defraud-
ed. This operation mar 
ks a major victory for 
the Telangana police in 
the ongoing fight aga 
inst sophisticated cyber 
fraud, highlighting the 
effectiveness of  coordi-
nated, multi-jurisdic-
tional law enforcement 
actions. The Bureau em-
phasized its continued 
commitment to employ-
ing advanced cyber se-
curity tools and intelli-
gence-sharing mechan 
isms to combat these 
evolving threats and 
protect citizens from fi-
nancial exploitation. 
The TCSB operation is 
expected to have a sig-
nificant deterrent effect 
on cyber criminals op-
erating in South India 
and neighboring reg 
ions. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The Sri Lakshmi Nar-
asimha Swamy Temple 
at Yadagirigutta, Bhu-
vanagiri, experienced a 
massive surge in devo-
tees, creating heavy 
weekend rush on Sunday. 
The confluence of  the 
auspicious Karthika 
Month and the Sunday 
public holiday led to the 
temple grounds being 
completely inundated 
with pilg rims from 
across the region. The 
sacred Karthika month 
is traditionally dedicated 
to the worship of  Lord 
Vishnu and is marked by 
special rituals and fast-
ing, further amplifying 
the footfall at the re-
nowned hill shrine.

Devotees participated 
with great devotion in 
traditional rituals, in-
cluding perfor ming 
Satyanarayana Swamy 

Vratams on a large scale. 
The temple complex was 
illuminated by the multi-
tude of  Karthika Deep-
ams (lamps) lit by pil-
grims as they fulfilled 
their vows and offered 
prayers to the deity. The 
heavy turnout resulted 
in significant waiting 
times for the devotees 
seeking the Lord’s bless-
ings. Pilgrims seeking 
Dhar ma Darshanam 
(free general view) faced 
a wait time of  up to three 
hours, indicative of  the 
huge crowds. Those who 
opted for the Special Dar-
shanam (paid quick 
view) still had to wait for 
approximately two hou 
rs. The temple manage-
ment, along with local 
police, worked tirelessly 
to manage the enormous 
crowds, ensuring orderly 
queues and safety within 
the temple premises and 
on the steps leading up to 

the shrine. The temple’s 
popularity as a spiritual 
center, especially during 
holy months, under-
scores its significance in 
the religious landscape 
of  Telangana. The con-
tinuous flow of  pilgrims 
performing vratams and 
lighting lamps added to 
the spiritual fervor and 

festive atmosphere of  
the temple town. The 
temple administration is 
implementing crowd 
control measures and 
providing necessary fa-
cilities like drinking wa-
ter and shade for the 
comfort of  the devotees 
waiting in long queues. 
The rush is expected to 

continue throughout the 
Karthika month, prom 
pting authorities to main 
tain heightened security 
and administrative vigi-
lance. Local businesses 
around Yadadri also ex-
perienced a boom due to 
the unprecedented influx 
of  visitors, boosting the 
regional economy.

Paddy Crisis: Farmers Protest 
Over Procurement Delays

One Dead, Six Injured 
as SUV Hits RTC Bus 

in Sangareddy

Weekend rush hits peak 
at Yadagirigutta

Telangana Cyber Security Bureau 
Arrests 81 in Multi-State Operation

Jubilee Hills By-poll: Drone 
Surveillance and Two-Tier Security

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The District Election 
Officer, Karnan, has un-
equivocally stated that 
the political controver-
sies, mutual accusa-
tions, conflicts, and pro-
tests witnessed until 
Sunday evening will not 
impact the upcoming 
election scheduled for 
Tuesday. The officer pro-
vided an assurance that 
the election would be 
conducted in a com-
pletely peaceful and se-
cure atmosphere, high-

lighting the advanced 
security and surveil-
lance measures being 
deployed. A specific em-
phasis is being placed 
on drone surveillance, 
with the Election Com-
mission making ar-
rangements to deploy 
one drone at each of  the 
139 locations that host 
polling stations within 
the constituency. These 
drones will maintain 
continuous vigil over 
the external situation of  
the polling centres.

This sophisticated 

surveillance effort is 
part of  a dual monitor-
ing system. While the 
drones monitor the situ-
ation outside the polling 
centres, webcasting 
technology will record 
the situation inside the 
polling centres,

 with both processes 
commencing from 6 AM 
on election day and con-
tinuing until the conclu-
sion of  the election pro-
c e s s .  T h e  f o o t a g e 
captured by both the 
drones and the webcams 

will be constantly moni-
tored by a dedicated 
Control Room estab-
lished at the GHMC cen-
tral office. This two-
pronged approach is 
designed to ensure max-
imum transparency and 
accountability through-
out the polling process. 
The decision to imple-
ment such stringent se-
curity measures is bas 
ed on a review of  past 
electoral violence. Past 
incidents of  disturbanc-
es and attempts to forci-
bly enter polling centres 

were recorded in the Ju-
bilee Hills constituency 
during the GHMC-2020 
elections, the 2023 Gen-
eral Assembly elections, 
and the 2024 Parliamen-
tary elections. Such in-
cidents were notably 
higher in areas like 
Borabanda,

 Erragadda, and Shai-
kpet. Based on cases reg-
istered at local police 
stations, the election of-
ficials have identified 
and categorized the 
problematic polling cen-
tres. To prevent any re-

currence of  violence, a 
two-tier security ar-
rangement is being put 
in place. Paramilitary 
forces and police will be 
heavily deployed in col-
onies and bastis identi-
fied as prone to con-
flicts. Karnan specified 

that at the polling cen-
tres, only the Presiding 
Officer will be permit-
ted to carry a mobile 
phone. All other indi-
viduals, including poll-
ing agents and security 
personnel, must deposit 
their phones at a spe-

cially established Cell 
Phone Deposit Centre 
outside the polling 
premises. This measure 
aims to curb unauthor-
ized communication 
and potential attempts 
to disrupt the polling 
process.
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TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

A media conference 
was held at the Congress 
Party office in Yousuf-
guda, attended by Depu-
ty CM Bhatti Vikramar-
ka,  PCC President 
Mahesh Kumar Goud, 
and Ministers Vakiti Sr-
ihari, Uttam Kumar 
Reddy, Ponnam Prabha-
kar, and Jupally Krish-
na Rao, among others. 
Minister Vakiti Srihari 
spoke, expressing confi-
dence that if  Naveen Ya-
dav is elected, he would 
become the PJR (P. Ja-
nardhan Reddy) of  the 
poor in the region. He 
criticized the BRS party 

for seeking votes with-
out being able to specify 
what development they 
accomplished in the 
area during their ten 
years in power. Srihari 
stated that the people of  
Jubilee Hills are ready 
to deliver a harsh lesson 
to the BRS party, which 
failed to work for them.

The Minister asserted 
that the people believe 
that development in this 
area is only possible 
with the Congress party. 
He mentioned that dur-
ing the campaign, the 
people brought many is-
sues to their attention. 
The residents com-
plained that due to the 

failures of  the BRS par-
ty, they were forced to 
wake up as early as 3 
AM just to fetch drink-
ing water. He explained 
that the Congress party 
sought votes by detail-
ing the development and 
welfare work already 
carried out by the party 
in the area. The Con-
gress has given a firm 
assurance of  even great-
er development in the 
future. Srihari affirmed 
that Naveen Yadav is 
committed to working 
for the people’s progress 
in this region. He con-
cluded that the people 
are ready to crown the 
Congress party and are 

eagerly waiting for the 
11th to arrive so they 
can cast their vote for 
the Congress party. The 
campaign is centered on 
contrasting the alleged 
neglect and misgovern-
ance of  the decade-long 
BRS rule with the 
prompt and proactive 
governance of  the two-
year-old Congress ad-
ministration. The issue 
of  safe drinking water, a 
basic necessity, being 
scarce even in an up-
scale constituency like 
Jubilee Hills, is a potent 
emotional point being 
used to highlight the 
previous government’s 
failures. The promise of  

Naveen Yadav emulat-
ing the legacy of  P. Ja-
nardhan Reddy—a lead-
er known for his close 
connection to the mass-
es and his dedicated 
work for the poor—is a 
strategic move by the 
Congress to consoli-
date the votes of  the 
weaker sections. The 
party is projecting the 
by-election not just as a 
political contest but as 
a crucial opportunity 
for the residents to ush-
er in an era of  trans-
parent and people-cen-
tric development by 
electing a candidate 
who will be accounta-
ble to them.

Congress Leaders Vow Transformative 
Growth for Jubilee Hills

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

Under the leadership 
of  MP Vaddiraju Ravi-
chandra, the Deputy 
Leader of  the BRS Par-
liamentary Party, a mas-
sive crowd of  BRS work-
e r s  a n d  a d m i r e r s 
gathered for the road-
show of  Party Working 
President K.T. Rama 
Rao (KTR). The road-
show was organized at 
the Lakshmi Narasim-
ha Nagar junction on 
Sunday evening for the 
ongoing Jubilee Hills 
Assembly by-election. 
To attend the event, BRS 
cadres, admirers, wom-
en, minorities, and 
youth, led by MP Ravi-
chandra, set out from 
areas including Pra-
gathi Nagar, Lakshmi 

Narasimha Nagar, You-
sufguda Basti, Check 
Post, and Krishnanagar, 
in an atmosphere of  
great enthusiasm.

The procession was 
marked by vibrant dis-
plays of  party loyalty 
and cultural fervor. BRS 
campaign chariots were 
adorned with huge pink 
flags. The attendees 
marched on foot, some 
riding camels and hors-
es, while Oggu Dolu 
drummers played, and 
artists performed vari-
ous dances, accompa-
nied by Teen Maar, DJ, 
and traditional drums 
(Dappu). The joyous 
procession was filled 
with cheers and shouts. 
Women carried Bonalu 
on their heads and per-
formed Bathukamma 

dances, all wearing pink 
scarves and caps. The 
air was filled with loud 
slogans like “Jai Telan-
gana, Jai Jai Telanga-
na,” “Zindabad Zindabad 
BRS Zindabad,” “Long 
Live KCR’s Leadership,” 
and “Our Vote is for the 
Car Symbol, BRS Candi-
date Maganti Sunitha.” 
Crucially, the crowd 
also carried placards di-
rectly questioning the 
ruling Congress govern-
ment with demands 
such as “Where are our 
free scooties?,” “When 
will you give us ₹2,500?,” 
“What happened to our 
₹4,000 pension?,” and 
“We don’t want this ‘Hy-
dra Sarkar’ which is de-
stroying our lives!” 
O ve r  5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e 
marched to the road-

show, challenging the 
Congress government’s 
failure to implement its 
promised schemes. MP 
Vaddiraju was accom-
panied by senior party 
leaders including Ash-
ish Kumar Yadav, Puste 
Srikanth, Marri Ranga-
rao, Vasala Venkatesh, 
R.V. Mahender, Golla 
Narsingrao Yadav, Gun-
dlapalli Sheshagirirao, 
Jennayikode Jaganmo-
han, Kotla Vinod, Shab-
bir, Parvatam Satish, 
Faiym, Chinna Yadav, 
Santosh Kumar, Naveen, 
Pavan Reddy, Talari 
Venkatesh, Venugopal, 
Mohammed Hasan, 
Manjula, Bhagyalaksh-
mi, Rajitha, and Vimala, 
and Geetha. The enor-
mous turnout and the 
direct public question-

ing of  the Congress’s 
guarantee schemes 
highlight the strong an-
ti-incumbency senti-
ment BRS is attempting 
to capitalize on in the 
by-election. The road-
show served as a power-
ful display of  the party’s 
ground-level strength 
and its ability to mobi-
lize large segments of  
the population, includ-
ing women, youth, and 
minorities, even after 
losing the general elec-
tion. The cultural ele-
ments like Bonalu and 
Bathukamma were stra-
tegically used to connect 
with the voters on an 
emotional and regional 
level, reinforcing the 
BRS’s image as the orig-
inal party of  Telangana 
statehood and culture.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao con-
ducted a Padayatra 
(foot march) in the Ven-
gal Rao Nagar Division 
of  the Jubilee Hills con-
stituency on the final 
day of  the by-election 
campaign, seeking vic-
tory for the Congress 
candidate Naveen Ya-
dav. The Padayatra, 
which saw Minister 
Tummala being joined 
by TPCC President Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud, was 
the final major cam-
paign push. As the cam-
paign for the Jubilee 
Hills by-election drew 

to a close, the Padayatra 
attracted an over-
whelming response 
from the public.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Tumma-
la declared that the Ju-
bilee Hills by-election is 
a crucial contest that 
will determine the fu-
ture direction of  Telan-
gana. He strongly urged 
the enlightened voters 
of  Jubilee Hills to reject 
the conspiracies of  the 
BRS and BJP parties 
which are attempting to 
destabilize the Con-
gress government. Min-
ister Tummala ap-
pealed to the Jubilee 
Hills voters to deliver a 

historic verdict in sup-
port of  Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy for the 
stable development of  
Hyderabad and a stable 
gover nment in the 
state. He specifically 
called upon intellectu-
als and apartment resi-
dents to turn out in 
large numbers for poll-
ing and requested them 
to elect the Congress 
party candidate Naveen 
Yadav. Earlier, Minister 
Tummala participated 
in an Atmeeya Sam-
melanam (congenial 
meet) with the resi-
dents of  Krishna Apart-
ments in Yellareddy 
Guda, urging apart-

ment dwellers to exer-
cise their franchise on 
the polling day. Various 
associations and colony 
residents turned out in 
solidarity to support 
Minister Tummala’s 
Padayatra in the Vengal 
Rao Nagar Division. 
With the campaign end-
ing on a high note, the 
Congress party cadres 
were in high spirits. 
Minister Tummala ex-
pressed confidence, as-
serting that the Con-
gress party flag will 
certainly fly high over 
Jubilee Hills. The Pa-
dayatra was also attend-
ed by Wyra MLA Ram-
das Naik, Corporation 

Chairmen, and local 
leaders. The strategic fo-
cus on apartment com-
plexes and intellectuals 
in the final hours of  the 
campaign suggests an 
attempt by the Congress 
to secure the vote of  the 
urban, educated elector-
ate, which traditionally 
has a lower voter turn-
out. By framing the elec-
tion as a choice between 
stability and conspiracy, 
the Congress aims to 
mobilize its base and 
persuade undecided vot-
ers about the benefits of  
electing a candidate 
from the ruling party for 
faster and more effec-
tive development.

Minister Tummala’s Padayatra Ends 
Jubilee Hills Campaign

TPN Bureau | Nov 
9, 2025

State Minister for 
Revenue, Housing, 
and Information & 
Public Relations, Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy, 
stated that the prom-
ises made by the gov-
ernment to the resi-
dents of  Kollur Colony 
just a week ago were 
initiated within 24 
hours, a testament to 
the administrative ef-
ficiency of  Chief  Min-
ister Revanth Reddy. 
The minister’s com-
ments came during a 
press statement in Hy-
derabad following a 
review meeting. Ap-
proximately 48,000 
people belonging to 
about 16,000 families 
reside in Kollur Colo-
ny, Sangareddy Dis-
trict. Following a visit 
last week by Minister 
Ponguleti and other 
ministers, another re-
view meeting was held 
on Sunday to check 
the progress of  the 
commitments. The 
meeting saw the par-
ticipation of  cabinet 
colleague Minister 
Mohammed Azharud-
din, Khammam Mem-
ber of  Parliament 
Ram Sahayam Raghu 
Kumar Reddy, former 
MLC Bhupathi Reddy, 
Councillor Bharat, 
a n d  o t h e r  k e y 
leaders.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Minister Pon-
guleti emphasized the 
government’s sinceri-

ty in working for the 
Kollur 2BHK colony. 
He explained that 
many of  the colony 
residents’ problems 
were resolved within 
24 hours of  the gov-
ernment’s promise 
made last week. The 
fulfilled promises are 
a clear indication of  
the Congress govern-
ment’s commitment to 
public welfare and 
swift action, unlike 
the previous adminis-
tration which often de-
layed essential servic-
es. A ration shop was 
arranged for benefi-
ciaries receiving thin 
rice (Sanna Biyyam), 
and arrangements 
were made for RTC 
buses to ply inside the 
colony. Furthermore, 
a permanent police 
station has been sanc-
tioned and construc-
tion initiated for the 
protection of  the resi-
dents, and a tempo-
rary Out-Let Police 
Station was set up 
within 24 hours to ad-
dress immediate secu-
rity concerns. While 
the foundation stone 
for a hospital was laid 
previously, the govern-
ment has provided 
two ambulances for 
emergency services 
immediately. The Min-
ister assured that 
speed breakers and 
central street lighting 
would be installed im-
mediately, and work 
has begun to establish 
a burial ground for the 

community. For the 
eligible poor families 
in the colony, 200 units 
of  free electricity will 
be provided under the 
Gruha Jyothi scheme, 
and arrangements are 
being made for the el-
derly to receive their 
pensions right there 
in the colony starting 
next month, eliminat-
ing the need for them 
to travel long distanc-
es. The government 
plans to call for ten-
ders soon for setting 
up commercial shops 
within the colony. 
Minister Ponguleti re-
iterated that the colo-
ny residents should 
form a committee to 
facilitate further de-
velopment and faster 
implementation of  
schemes. He stressed 
that this rapid action 
in Kollur Colony high-
lights the difference in 
governance, focusing 
on delivery rather 
than mere assurances. 
The state gover n-
ment is dedicated to 
ensuring that all resi-
dents,  especial ly 
those in low-income 
housing projects, re-
ceive essential amen-
ities, safety, and all 
eligible welfare ben-
efits without bureau-
cratic hurdles. The 
focus is on holistic 
development, trans-
forming these areas 
into model townships 
with all necessary so-
c i a l  a n d  c i v i c 
infrastructure.

Govt Delivers on Kollur 
Promises Within 24 Hours

Congress Vows Strong Support for 
TV & Film Workers

BRS Roadshow Draws Massive Crowds for KTR

TPN Bureau | Nov 
9, 2025

The Telangana Tel-
evision Development 
Forum successfully 
organized a Karthika 
Maas Atmeeya Sam-
melanam (Congenial 
Meet) for film workers 
from 24 crafts at the 
Begumpet Tourism 
Plaza. The event was a 
significant gathering 
for the entertainment 
industry workers. The 
Chief  Guests for the 
grand meeting were 
TPCC President and 
MLC Mahesh Kumar 
Goud, along with 
State Ministers Srid-
har Babu and Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy. 
The gathering was 
also attended by for-
mer Union Minister 
Venu Gopal Chari, 
representatives from 
38 film industry asso-
ciations, and a large 
number of  prominent 
actors, actresses, and 
other film workers.

The central theme 
of  the program was 
an extensive discus-
sion on the welfare of  
film workers, the reso-
lution of  their long-
standing issues, and 
the facilities being 

provided by the gov-
ernment to support 
the industry’s ecosys-
tem. TPCC Chief  Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud de-
livered key points 
during his address, 
emphasizing that the 
Congress party be-
longs to everyone, and 
the Congress govern-
ment will  always 
stand in support of  
the film workers. He 
acknowledged that 
the success rate in the 
film industry is low, 
drawing a parallel be-
tween the volatile na-
ture of  the film indus-
try and politics itself. 
He also metaphori-
cally suggested that a 
good education can 
make life shine like a 
color TV, a message 
aimed at the younger 
generation. He criti-
cized the previous 
government, suggest-
ing there was indif-
ference on the part of  
the government to-
wards the film indus-
try. Goud highlighted 
that the Congress 
party chose Naveen 
Yadav as its candi-
date because he is al-
ways accessible to the 
people and that his 

victory is essential 
for the development 
of  Jubilee Hills. In a 
political jab, he al-
leged that the KCR 
family had plundered 
the Telangana treas-
ury and suggested 
that differences in the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
‘shares’ were the rea-
son for KCR’s daugh-
ter Kavitha facing po-
litical difficulties. He 
concluded his seg-
ment by assuring the 
attendees that the 
government will defi-
nitely support the TV 
sector. The presence 
of  multiple ministers 
and senior  par ty 
functionaries under-
scored the new ad-
ministration’s com-
mitment to engaging 
directly with the chal-
lenges faced by the 
creative community. 
The forum provided 
an important plat-
form for film workers 
to directly voice their 
concerns regarding 
unstable  employ-
ment, lack of  ade-
quate social security, 
and health benefits, 
all of  which the min-
isters assured would 
be prioritized.
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A critical meeting was 
convened by the Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police 
(DCP), Central Zone, 
Smt. K. Shilpavalli, IPS, 
at the Red Rose Function 
Hall. The primary objec-
tive of  the meeting was 
to clearly communicate 
the operational roadmap 
and strategic vision for 
all officers within the 
Central Zone, in direct 
alignment with the di-
rectives of  the Director 
General of  Police (DGP) 
Sri B. Shivadhar Reddy, 
IPS, and the Commis-
sioner of  Police (CP) Hy-
derabad City, Sri VC Saj-
janar, IPS. The DCP 
addressed nearly 600 of-
ficers, elaborating on the 
core guiding principles 
articulated by the DGP, 
which center on the con-
cept of  Fair,  Fir m, 
Friendly, and Profession-
al Policing.

DCP Shilpavalli em-
phasized the DGP’s con-
viction that effective poli 
cing must be citizen-cen-
tric, empathetic, and in-
tegrity-driven. She di-
rected every officer to 
uphold the highest ethi-
cal and professional 
standards in both their 
conduct and their perfor-
mance, making these 
principles the constant 
guide in discharging 
their duties. Echoing the 
message from CP Sri VC 
Sajjanar, IPS, the DCP re-
minded the force that al-

though only a fraction of  
the public visits a police 
station, every such inter-
action is critical as it 
shapes the perception of  
the entire department. 
Therefore, officers must 
demonstrate empathy, 
patiently listen to griev-
ances, and perform their 
duties with absolute 
commitment and sincer-
ity. She strongly motivat-
ed the personnel to 
achieve excellence by 
“doing ordinary tasks in 
an extraordinary man-
ner,” thereby fostering 

public trust and respect 
through service excel-
lence and professional-
ism. The DCP also under-
scored the paramount 
importance of  neatness 
and discipline, both at a 
personal level and with-
in the police station envi-
ronment, noting that 
cleanliness and orderli-
ness reflect organiza-
tional pride and respect 
for the public. Officers 
were urged to maintain a 
smart and confident pub-
lic presence, consistently 
projecting the dignified 

image of  the depart-
ment. Furthermore, the 
DCP stressed the vital 
necessity of  strengthen-
ing public relations 
through regular commu-
nity interaction, con-
ducting awareness pro-
grams, and the effective 
development of  human 
intelligence networks. 
Such proactive initia-
tives are crucial for both 
crime prevention and 
solving complex cases. 
Concluding the signifi-
cant meeting, DCP K. 
Shilpavalli issued a final 

re-

minder that whether on 
or off  duty, every officer 
represents the image of  
the Hyderabad City Po-
lice and the Telangana 
Police. 

Consequently, they 
must exercise the utmost 
caution in their personal 
behavior, professional 
relationships, and finan-
cial discipline. She is-
sued a clear warning 
that any lapse in integ-
rity or conduct would re-
sult in strict disciplinary 
action.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025, The Dundigal Po-
l i c e  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
cracked a brutal mur-
der case within 12 
hours, arresting the 
accused in connection 
with the crime that 
took place yesterday 
mor ning in Green 
Hills Colony, Dundigal 
Police Station limits. 
The police investiga-
tion concluded that the 
motive for the murder 
was an illicit affair be-
tween the deceased 
woman, Swathi, and 
her landlord, Boya 
Kishan. 

The victim, Swathi 
(28), a resident of  Tim-
mapur, Medak district, 
had been repeatedly 
pressuring Kishan to 
marry her. To elimi-
nate her and silence 
her demands, Boya 
Kishan conspired and 
instigated his nephew, 
Rajesh (related by 
marriage), and Vam-
shi, an employee work-
ing under him, to car-
ry out the murder.

The two perpetrator 
s, Rajesh and Vamsh i, 
brutally slit Swathi’s 
throat in a planned act 

of  violence. The inves-
tigation team, acting 
swiftly on initial clues, 
ide ntified and appre-
hended the three ac-
cused individuals: the 
main conspirator Boya 
Kisha n, and the two 
exec utioners, Rajesh 
and Vamshi. The po-
lice have seized crucial 
evidence from the ar-
rested individuals, in-
cluding the murder 
weapon (a knife), a car 
used in the crime, and 
three mobile phones. 
The quick resolution 
of  this high-profile 
case underscores the 
efficiency and profes-
sional commitment of  
the local police force in 
maintaining law and 
order. The murder, ini-
tially appearing com-
plex,  was quickly 
traced back to the per-
sonal motives of  the 
landlord, driven by a 
desire to avoid com-
mitment and escape 
the consequences of  
the illicit relationship. 
The incident high-
lights the darker side 
of  personal disputes 
escalating into violent 
crime, an issue the po-
lice are working hard 

to curb through proac-
tive policing and swift 
justice. The local com-
munity expressed re-
lief  at the immediate 
arrest of  the culprits, 
ensuring justice for 
the victim’s family. 
The police are urging 
residents to report any 
suspicious activity or 
threats immediately to 
prevent such trage-
dies. At a press confer-
ence held at the Dundi-
gal Police Station, 
Medchal ACP Shankar 
Reddy announced the 
details of  the break-
through, confirming 
the arrests and stating 
that the accused are 
being remanded to ju-
dicial custody. The me-
dia briefing was also 
attended by Dundigal 
CI Satish, DIs M. Bal 
Reddy and M. Rammo-
han Reddy, SI T. Sarala 
(WSI), HC B. Prabha-
kar Reddy, and other 
police personnel. The 
authorities are deter-
mined to ensure that 
all three individuals 
involved face the full 
extent of  the law for 
their heinous crime, 
sending a clear mes-
sage against violence.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The usually health-fo-
cused Necklace Road, a 
popular spot for runs on 
various disease aware-
ness, hosted a unique 
event where Slate The 
School management or-
ganized an awareness 
run focused on social 
maladies. The event, ti-
tled “Slate Smart Start 
5K Against 5 Pitfalls, 
One Mission,” was held 
to  raise  awareness 
against five major de-
structive elements: Bet-
ting, Loan Apps, Mobile 
Addiction, Junk Food, 
and Rote Learning-based 
education. The run was 
flagged off  by Central 
Zone DCP K. Shilpavalli 
along with School Direc-
tor Amarnath Vasireddy, 
commencing from Jala-
vihar on Necklace Road 
and concluding at Peo-
ple’s Plaza. The run saw 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from school stu-
dents, their parents, and 
teachers in large numb 
ers.DCP Shilpavalli ad-
dressed the gathering, 
stating that in modern 
society, youth, in particu-
lar, are falling prey to 
“destructive forces” that 
negatively impact their 
health, stability, and fu-
ture. She identified five 
primary pitfalls that are 
currently plaguing hu-
man life, affecting stu-
dents, parents, and soci-
ety as a whole: Gamb 
ling/Betting, Loan Apps, 
Junk Food, Mobile Ad-
diction, and Rote Learn-
ing-based education. She 

emphasized the crucial 
role of  parents and edu-
cational institutions in 
safeguarding the youth 
from these prevalent so-
cial risks that threaten 
their mental and physi-
cal well-being. The initi-
ative by Slate The School 
is a commendable effort 
to address these contem-
porary issues head-on, 
promoting a holistic 
view of  well-being that 
extends beyond physical 
health to include psycho-
logical and financial sta-
bility. The large-scale 
participation indicated a 
widespread concer n 
among parents and edu-
cators about the chal-
lenges facing modern 
youth. The event served 
as a powerful visual re-
minder to the communi-
ty about the hidden dan-
gers lurking in the digi 
tal and fast-paced w orld, 
especially the risks asso-
ciated with quick money 
schemes like loan apps 
and the addictive nature 
of  mobile devices. The 
run successfully promot-
ed a critical conversation 
about creating a safer, 
healthier, and more bal-
anced environment for 
students to thrive. The 
message stressed that 
eliminating these “five 
pitfalls” is essential for 
the positive future of  the 
next generation. The 
press conference includ-
ed bytes from DCP 
Shilpavalli (Central Zone 
DCP) and Amarnath Va-
sireddy (Correspondent 
and Director, Slate The 
School).

TPN Bureau | Nov 9
Hyderabad: The Sri 

TMT Hyderabad 10K 
Run was successfully 
held on Sunday morn-
ing at Gachibowli Sta-
dium with the inspiring 
theme “Mind Over 
Miles.” The event aimed 
to raise awareness on 
mental health and child 
welfare, drawing hun-
dreds of  fitness enthu-
siasts and social activ-
ists together. Organized 
by Sri TMT in associa-
tion with KIMS Hospi-
tals as the medical part-
ner,  the run unde 
rscored the idea that 
physical fitness paves 
the way for emotional 
and mental strength.

Guests of  Honour
The event saw the 

presence of  Dr. B Bhask 
ar Rao, Founder and 
Managing Director of  
KIMS Hospitals, as the 

chief  guest.
Dr. C.H. Preeti Reddy, 

Vice-Chairperson of  
Malla Reddy University, 
joined the run to in-
spire youth partici pa-
tion. Other dignitaries 
included Neeraj Adivi, 
Retired IFS Officer and 
former Principal Secre-
tary to the Government 
of  India, and Anup Ku-
mar Yama, World Roller 
Skating Champion and 
Arjuna Award recipi 
ent.From Sri  TMT 
(Devasree Ispat Pvt. 
Ltd), Prakash Goenka 
(Managing Director), 
Neeraj Goenka (Direc-
tor), Siddharth Goenka 
(Director), and Karan 
Goenka (CEO) attended 
as special invitees.

Event Highlights
The event began at 

5:30 a.m. with partici-
pants assembling to up-
beat music. Energetic 

warm-up sessions led 
by an emcee and DJ set 
the tone for the morn-
ing. Dignitaries shared 
inspiring messages on 
mental wellness, fol-
lowed by a lively Zumba 
session that charged up 
participants for the 10K 
and 5K runs.

Runners traversed 
the Gachibowli circuit, 
embodying the event’s 
spirit of  physical and 
mental endurance. The 
programme concluded 
at 8:20 a.m. with heart-
felt thanks and ap-
plause, leaving partici-
pants motivated and 
inspired toward holistic 
well-being.

Winners’ List
* 16–23 years catego-

ry: Neeraj Goenka, Ra-
ghav, and Sushil Kumar 
Gupta (Sky Ved) se-
cured the top three 

positions.
* 24–35 years catego-

ry: Vinila Kondapalli, 
Dr. Vipin, and P. Sudha-
rani emerged winners.

* 36–45 years catego-
ry: Bhaskar from Union 
Bank bagged the first 
prize.

* 45+ years category: 
Raju clinched the top 
spot.

Inspiring Words from 
the Guests

Dr. B. Bhaskar Rao of  
KIMS Hospitals said, 
“Mental health is just 
as important as physi-
cal fitness. Through 
this run, we hoped to 
encourage early inter-
vention, open conversa-
tions, and a culture of  
empathy toward those 
facing mental health 
challenges.”

Dr. C.H. Preeti Reddy 
added, “Youth are the 
driving force of  change. 

Events like these nur-
ture a sense of  respon-
sibility for holistic well-
ness and inspire a 
m e n t a l ly  s t ro n g e r 
society.”

Prakash Goenka, 
Managing Director of  
Sri TMT, stated, “At Sri 
TMT, we believe true 
strength begins in the 
mind. The Hyderabad 
10K Run is not just 
about endurance—it’s a 
journey toward aware-
ness, resilience, and 
building a healthier 
India.”

For mer Principal 
Secretary Neeraj Adivi 
remarked, “It’s hearten-
ing to see society come 
together for a meaning-
ful cause. When we run 
for awareness, we move 
closer to a healthier and 
more compassionate 
community.”

About Sri TMT
Sri TMT, a renowned 

name in the steel indus-
try, stands for strength 
and durability—not 
only in construction 
but also in building 
stronger communities.

Through the Hy-
derabad 10K Run – 
Mind Over Miles, Sri 
TMT sought to remind 
everyone that true 
strength, resilience, 
and kindness go beyond 
steel. The initiative 
aimed to promote open 
discussions around 
mental health, encour-
aging people to seek 
help and understand 
that doing so is an act 
of  courage, not weak-
ness. The event helped 
dismantle long-held 
stigmas surrounding 
mental health and fos-
tered a culture of  aware 
ness and emp a thy.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

In a major break-
through, the Gujarat An-
ti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) 
arrested three suspected 
terrorists who were al-
legedly planning a series 
of  terrorist attacks 
across the country. 
Among those arrested is 
Syed Ahmed Mohiyud-
din, a resident of  Fort 
View Colony, Rajen-
dranagar, Hyderabad. 
The Gujarat ATS identi-
fied the trio as being in-
volved in a deep-seated 
conspiracy to launch ter-
rorist attacks in various 
regions of  India. The 
three individuals, in-
cluding the Hyderabad 
resident, were taken into 
custody and subsequent-
ly transported to Gujarat 
for further in-depth 
investigation.

The arrest of  a Hydera 
bad resident underscore 
s the presence of  extrem-
ist elements within the 
city’s borders and the 
critical need for contin-
ued vigilance by state 

and central agencies. 
The quick action by the 
Gujarat ATS, operating 
across state lines, pre-
vented what could have 
been devastating attacks. 
The initial intelligence 
suggested that the ac-
cused had made concrete 
plans for coordinated vi-
olence. The authorities 
are now working to un-
ravel the entire network, 
including the source of  
their funding, radicaliza-
tion process, and specific 
targets. This case high-
lights the complexity of  
modern terror plots, 
which often involve indi-
viduals from diverse geo-
graphical locations com-
municating through 
secure means. The arrest 
has sent ripples through 
the intelligence commu-
nity, prompting a review 
of  existing surveillance 
mechanisms in key met-
ropolitan areas. The in-
vestigation is focusing 
on identifying any local 
facilitators or sleeper 
cells that may have sup-
ported the accused in Hy-

derabad and other loca-
tions. The authorities 
have reassured the pub-
lic that all measures are 
being taken to neutralize 
threats and maintain na-
tional security. The suc-
cess of  the operation is 
attributed to effective 
inter-state coordination 
between police and anti-
terror agencies. The in-
vestigation will now 
delve into the digital 
footprints of  the arrest-
ed individuals to trace 
their handlers and inter-
national connections. 
This development serves 
as a grim reminder of  
the perpetual threat 
posed by global terror or-
ganizations seeking to 
destabilize India. The ar-
rested men were specifi-
cally accused of  plan-
ning to carry out coordin 
ated attacks in different 
locations. The Gujarat 
ATS’s prompt interven-
tion successfully neu-
tralized this threat, pre-
v e n t i n g  p o t e n t i a l 
casualties and extensive 
damage. 

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The Cyberabad Traf-
fic Police executed a 
concentrated Week-
end-Special Drunk 
Driving (DD) enforce-
ment drive, resulting 
in the successful ap-
prehension of  529 of-
fenders who were driv-
ing under the infl uenc 
e of  alcohol. The sta-
tistics released by the 
department showed a 
clear breakdown of  
the vehicles involved 
in the violations. Two-
wheelers accounted 
for the majority of  the 
cases with 417 offend-
ers, followed by four-
wheelers with 88 cas-
es, and three-wheelers 
with 24 cases. No viola-
tions were recorded 
for heavy vehicles dur-
ing this specific drive. 
The offenders were 
also meticulously cat-
egorized based on 
their Blood Alcohol 
Concentration (BAC) 
levels, indicating the 

severity of  the intoxi-
cation. A large portion 
of  the offenders, spe-
cifically 460 individu-
als, recorded BAC lev-
els ranging from the 
legally punishable lim-
it of  $35 \text{ mg}/100 
\text{ ml}$ up to $200 \
text{ mg}/100 \text{ 
ml}$. Furthermore, 40 
offenders were found 
with significantly 
higher BAC levels, 
ranging from $201 \
text{ mg}/100 \text{ 
ml}$ to $300 \text{ 
mg}/100 \text{ ml}$. 
Disturbingly, 29 of-
fenders were danger-
ously intoxicated, re-
cording BAC levels 
between $301 \text{ 
mg}/100 \text{ ml}$ a 
nd $550 \text{ mg}/100 
\text{ ml}$. All 529 of-
fenders will be formal-
ly produced before the 
Hon’ble Court to face 
legal proceedings. The 
Cybera bad Police took 
this opportunity to re-
iterate their strong 
stance tha t driving 

under the influence of  
alcohol is a grave of-
fense with potentially 
lethal consequences. 
They issued a stern 
warning that any indi-
vidual found causing a 
fatal accident while in-
ebriated will be booked 
under Section 105 of  
the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023 (Culpa-
ble Homicide Not Amo 
unting to Murder). 
The maximum penalty 
prescribed under this 
stringent new section 
is 10 years of  impris-
onment along with a 
significant fine. This 
warning emphasizes 
the shift toward treat-
ing fatal drunk driving 
incidents with the ut-
most severity. 307 per-
sons received a penal-
ty of  fine only, 27 
persons were sen-
tenced to a fine cou-
pled with social ser-
vice, and 23 persons 
were handed sentenc-
es combining a fine 
and a jail term. 

Fair, Firm, Friendly: New Policing 
Mandate for Central Zone

Sri TMT 10K Run Highlights Mental Health, Child Welfare‘5K Against 5 Pitfalls’ 
Run Raises Social 

Awareness

 529 Caught In Weekend Drunk Driving Drive Hyderabad Man Arrested in Gujarat Terror Plot

Landlord Affair Turns Fatal, 
Murder Solved In 12 Hours  
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A video purported-
ly showing a ragging 
incident at the JNTU 
Engineering College 
in Nachupalli, Konda-
gattu, has surfaced 
and gone viral online, 
sparking concern am   
ong parents and the 
public. The footage al-
legedly captures a gr 
oup of  senior studen 
ts conducting a mock 
wedding ceremony 
with two junior stu-
dents, making it ap-
pear as though they 
were being married. 
Although the incident 
reportedly occurred 
four days ago, it only 
came to light on Sun-
day after the video’s 
wide circulation.

Despite the visual 
evidence on social 
media, neither the 
college management 
nor the police have re-
ceived any formal 
complaint regarding 
the incident so far. 
Seniors involved in 
the incident report-
edly denied that it 
constituted ragging, 
claiming it was mere-
ly “harmless fun” 
conducted as part of  
an introductory pro-
cess for the first-year 
students, with no ac-
tual harassment in-
volved. College Prin-
cipal Narasimha ech 
oed this denial, stat-
ing that no ragging 
had taken place on 

campus. He main-
tained that students 
typically engage in 
light-hearted games 
during introductory 
sessions. The Princi-
pal assured that no co 
mplaint had been re-
ceived, but promised 
to take strict action if  
any formal grievance 
was filed. Parents, 
however, expressed 
deep concern over the 
incident, holding the 
college authorities re-
s p o n s i b l e .  T h e y 
strongly argued that 
the event constituted 
ragging and occurred 
due to a palpable lack 
of  proper supervision 
on the campus. The 
parents are urging 
the college manage-
ment to take immedi-
ate and effective pre-
ventive steps to ensur 
e such activities are 
completely eradicated 
and that a safe envi-
ronment is maintai 
ned for all students, 
particularly the new-
comers. The incident 
highlights the persis-
tent issue of  ragging 
in educational insti-
tutions and the often-
conflicting defini-
tions of  “harmless 
fun” versus outright 
harassment, demon-
strating the need for 
clearer anti-ragging 
policies and proactive 
monitoring by college 
administrators to pro-
tect vulnerable stud 
ents.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The Telangana govern-
ment’s initiative to en-
sure social justice for the 
sub-castes within the 
Scheduled Castes (SC) 
through classification is 
now showing tangible re-
sults in professional edu-
cation. For the first time, 
42 students belonging to 
the least-populated, most 
socio-economically back-
ward sub-castes in Cate-
gory-I, who were tradi-
tionally excluded from 
higher education, have 
successfully secured M 
BBS seats. The imple-
mentation of  SC classifi-
cation in the state began 
on April 14, 2025.

Based on the 2011 cen-
sus data, the government 
divided the 59 SC sub-
castes into three catego-
ries according to their 
economic and social 
backwardness. While the 
total SC reservation re-
mains at 15%, the alloca-
tion was restructured: 

Category-1, comprising 
15 of  the least-populated 
and most backward sub-
castes, was allotted 1% 
reservation. Category-2, 
with 18 sub-castes, receiv 
ed 9%, and Category-3, 
with 26 sub-castes, was 
allocated 5% reservatio 
n. The Kaloji University 
of  Health Sciences allo-
cated 842 medical and 89 
BDS seats under SC res-
ervation. A total of  3,048 
students qualified for 
counseling, distributed 

as 42 in Category-1, 1,724 
in Category-2, and 1,282 
in Category-3. Under the 
1% reservation for SC-1, 
a total of  55 medical and 
6 BDS seats were reserv 
ed. However, due to the 
very small number of  
eligible students in this 
category, all 42 students 
who attended the coun-
seling secured MBBS 
seats. These beneficiar-
ies include one student 
from the Bavuri sub-
caste, four from Mang, 

three from Manne, two 
from Methar, and 32 stu-
dents from the Beda Bud-
aga Jangam sub-caste. 
The university allocated 
the remaining seats in th 
is category to other cat-
egories based on classifi-
cation rules and a prefer-
ential system. In Catego 
ry-2, whic h has a 9% res-
ervation, 595 students se-
cured seats (including 
the open category), again 
st 507 allocated MBBS se 
ats. Similarly, in Catego-
ry-3, with a 5% reserva-
tion, 333 students secur 
ed seats (including the 
open category), against 
280 allocated MBBS 
seats. This outcome con-
firms that the classifica-
tion system is effectively 
channeling reservation 
benefits to the most de-
serving and historically 
marginalized communi-
ties within the SC um-
brella, achieving the in-
tended objective of  social 
equity in professional 
education.

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The Singareni Coal 
Mines Labour Union – 
INTUC (Indian Nation-
al Trade Union Congr 
ess) held a grand Work-
ing Committee meeting 
in Hyderabad today, fo-
cusing on crucial strat-
egies for strengthening 
the union and prepar-
ing for major upcoming 
events. The meeting 
was presided over by 
the INTUC Secretary 
General, Sri B. Janak 
Prasad, and saw exten-
sive discussions on sev-
eral key organizational 
aspects vital for the un-
ion’s future effectiven 
ess.

Key issues debated 
and decided upon in-
cluded measures for 
strengthening the un-
ion’s presence, initiat-
ing a vigorous member-
ship drive, organizing 
donations to support 
union activities, and 

the complete reorgani-
zation of  the Central 
and Branch Commit-
tees. These steps are in-
tended to revitalize the 
union’s structure and 
operational efficiency 
across the Singareni 
Collieries Company 
Limited (SCCL). A ma-
jor point of  discussion 
was the detailed plan-
ning and arrangements 
for a forthcoming Mass 
Convention scheduled 
to be held in Ramagun-
dam, which is expected 
to draw a massive crow 
d of  25,000 workers. The 
union committee me-
ticulously discussed 
the coordination and 
preparations for this 
event in conjunction 
with the All India Con-
gress Committee Gen-
eral Secretary, Sri K.C. 
Venugopal. Further-
more, the meeting ad-
dressed the strategic 
approach to be adopted 
during the upcoming 

Joint  Consultative 
Committee (JCC) meet-
ing. Important deci-
sions were also taken 
regarding the activities 
carried out by the Con-
tract Workers Associa-
tion, steps to strength-
en their collective barg 
aining power, and nec-
essary changes to the 
union committee struc-
ture. The meeting saw 
the participation of  nu-
merous key union lead-
ers and committee mem 
bers, underscoring the 
unity within the INTU 
C faction. Among the 
attendees were core 
committee members, 
Senior Vice Presidents 
Narasimha Reddy, Ka 
mpelli Sammaiah, Thy-
agarajan, and Jetti 
Shankar Rao, Women’s 
President Sesha Rathn   
am, Vice Presidents 
Joga Buchaiah and 
Vaddepalli Das, Gener-
al Secretaries Vikas Ku-
mar Yadav, Pashunuti 

Rajender, and Enugu 
Ravinder Reddy, Chief  
Organizing Secretary 
Narender, Regional 
General Secretaries Al-
bert and Tyson Srini-
vas, Deputy General 
Secretary Venugopal 
Yadav, and several Area 
Vice Presidents includ-
i n g  S a d a n a n d a m , 
Shankar Naik, Ravin-
der Reddy, Devi Bhumi-
ah, Madhukar Reddy, 
Razak, Peethambaram, 
Krishnam Raju, Peram 
Srinivas, and Secretary 
Rama Rao. In conclu-
sion, the President ap-
pealed to all members 
to focus on the unity of  
labour organizations 
and called for a contin-
ued, united struggle to 
achieve the rights and 
entitlements of  Sin-
gareni workers. The un-
ion affirmed its com-
mitment to protecting 
the interests of  both 
regular and contract 
workers.

SC Classification Yields MBBS 
Seats for Marginalized Sub-Castes

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 
2025

The increasing men-
ace of  stray dogs in mu-
nicipal and urban areas 
across the district has 
become a major source 
of  public anxiety, promp 
ting the Supreme Court 
(SC) to issue stringent 
directives to Central and 
State Government de-
partments. The SC ex-
plicitly instructed au-
thorities to ensure that 
stray dogs do not wander 
in public places with 
heavy footfall, such as 
educational institutions, 
bus stops, railway sta-
tions, sports grounds, 
and hospitals, and to re-
locate them to special 
shelters. This order co 
mes at a time when resi-
dents are increasingly 
concerned about poten-
tial attacks, fearing the 
unpredictability of  the 
animals.

The primary method 
for controlling the stray 
dog population, the Ani-
mal Birth Control (ABC) 
program, which involves 
sterilization surgeries to 
reduce reproduction, 
has been suspended in 
several areas. In Karim-
nagar, for instance, the 
ABC program has stalled 
due to complaints re-
garding the inadequate 
condition of  the opera-
tion theatre and the cat-
tle shed. The Supreme 
Court’s clear directive to 

relocate the dogs from 
crowded areas presents a 
major challenge to mu-
nicipal authorities, espe-
cially since shelter facili-
ties are currently non-ex 
istent in many munici-
pal limits. Authorities 
must now decide wheth-
er they will expedite the 
construction of  these 
shelters and relocate the 

dogs as mandated. Com-
plaints regarding ag-
gressive dog packs are 
escalating in municipali-
ties and corporations, 
forcing adults to accom-
pany children every-
where. Furthermore, the 
presence of  dogs on road 
s at night is contributing 
to traffic accidents as the 
y chase vehicles. Despite 

the surge in public com-
plaints urging the remov 
al of  stray dogs, officials 
have been slow to take 
decisive action. A con-
tributing factor to the 
congregation of  dogs is 
the practice of  some res-
idents feeding them hap-
hazardly in streets and 
public places. In Karim-
nagar, a new animal wel-

fare center is being con-
structed on the Ra 
magundam bypass road, 
which has reached the 
slab stage. Officials stat-
ed that sterilization sur-
geries can only resume 
once the shelter is fully 
constructed and equi 
pped with necessary fa-
cilities like a proper op-
eration theater and cat-

tle shed, in line with 
court orders. The local 
authorities assured that 
the construction work fo 
r the animal care center 
is being expedited. They 
are currently aw aiting 
clear guidelines from hig 
her officials regarding 
the specific procedures 
for relocating the stray 
dogs from public spaces.

Singareni INTUC Holds  
Key Working Committee Meeting 

Viral ‘Mock Wedding’ 
Video Triggers Ragging 

Row at JNTU 
Kondagattu

TPN Bureau | Nov 9, 2025
In today’s fast-paced life, 

characterized by mobile 
phones and social media, 
many have forgotten the joy 
of  reading books, often wast-
ing time on unnecessary and 
unverified information onlin 
e. While some still harbor a 
genuine interest in reading, 
they struggle to allocate time 
for it. However, a dedicated 
group of  book lovers contin-
ues to seek out and purchase 
books wherever they find ex-
hibitions or book depots. Ne 
ws Today spoke to three such 
passionate individuals in the 
city who have gone a step fur-
ther: they have transformed 
their homes into personal li-
braries, filled with books, liv-
ing a life surrounded by 
knowledge. These individu-
als shared their profound 

sentiments about living in 
the world of  books and accu-
mulating know ledge.

One individual shared that 
his love for reading began in 
childhood. During his Inter-
mediate and Degree college 
days, he would spend 25 paisa 
daily to rent and read novels. 
His serious book collection 
began after he joined BSNL 
in 1975, committing to buying 
and reading at least one book 
regularly. He mentioned fre-
quenting Hyderabad’s book 
exhibitions and stalls, pri-
marily collecting spiritual 
and fictional literature. He 
proudly stated that he has 
carefully preserved the works 
of  popular novelists from the 
period between 1980 and 2000. 
Demonstrating his dedica-
tion to literature, he even col-
lected good stories from 

weekly magazines and had 
them custom-bound into a 
book. He also curated fasci-
nating articles from promi-
nent newspapers like India 
Today and Eenadu. This book 
lover’s passion is not merely 
personal; he has also donated 
Bhagavad Gita copies and 
other novels to libraries, in-
cluding those at the Lok Satta 
office and the spiritual ISK-
CON Gita Mandir. He main-
tains a rigorous reading rou-
tine, starting his day by 
reading the entire daily news-
paper. He concluded by say-
ing that his day feels incom-
plete until he has successfully 
filled the “Padakosham” 
(word puzzle) featured in the 
Eenadu Sunday magazine, 
symbolizing his deep and on-
going engagement with lan-
guage and knowledge.

 

Book Lovers Turn Homes into Personal Libraries

SC Steps In, But Will Telangana See 
Fewer Stray Dogs on Streets?
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Can India Turn H-1B Setback into a Brain Gain Revolution?
The United States’ latest 

crackdown on skilled immi-
gration has landed like a 
thunderbolt on India’s mid-
dle-class dreams. President 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order slapping a massive 
$100,000 fee on each new 
H - 1 B  v i s a  a p p l i c a t i o n 
threatens to cripple the 
once-dependable pathway 
t h at  c o n n e c t e d  I n d i a ’s 
brightest minds to Silicon 
Valley’s innovation hubs.

For decades, this visa 
wasn’t just a work permit 
— it was a symbol of  aspi-
ration. Thousands of  Indi-
an engineers, doctors, and 
scientists migrated to the 
U.S.  every year,  fueling 
American g rowth while 
sending money and pride 
back home. With nearly 
70% of  the annual 85,000 
H-1B visas going to Indians, 
this program was central to 
India’s soft power in global 
tech. Now, with the cost 
barrier so high, even big 
tech may hesitate to hire, 
while startups, universi-
ties, and nonprofits could 
be shut out completely.

Yet amid the despair lies 
a historic opportunity for 
India.

Much like China in the 
early 2000s, or South Korea 

and Taiwan before that, In-
dia now stands at a cross-

roads. Beijing responded to 
tightening US visa policies 

with bold action — offering 
repatriation incentives, 

fast-track STEM visas, and 
startup capital. Returnees 

helped build tech giants 
like Alibaba and Baidu. 

South Korea’s chip empire 
and Taiwan’s TSMC rose 
similarly from the return 
of  overseas talent.

India must act now to 
seize this moment.

The groundwork exists. 
India’s digital economy is 
growing, global capability 
centers are thriving, and 
cities like Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad already attract 
global  tech.  But  talent 
won’t return without com-
pelling reasons. Competi-
tive pay, research freedom, 
c l e a n  g ove r n a n c e,  a n d 
streamlined startup eco-
systems are vital .  This 
calls for a bold national 
policy — perhaps an “India 
Return Visa” — backed by 
b o t h  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
industry.

PM Modi’s Atmanirbhar 
Bharat vision aligns per-
fectly with this opportuni-
ty. Trump’s move may unin-
tentionally offer India the 
opening to turn decades of  
brain drain into a flood of  
brain gain.

If  India acts swiftly and 
smartly, what started as a 
setback could spark a new 
era — one where innova-
tion, talent, and leadership 
return home to build the 
India of  tomorrow.

Karur Tragedy Exposes Dark Side of 
Tamil Nadu’s Star-Struck Politics

The tragic stampede in 
Karur that claimed 40 lives 
and injured hundreds during 
actor-turned-politician Jo-
seph Vijay’s rally has trig-
gered a wave of  public out-
r a g e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
introspection in Tamil Nadu. 
What was meant to be a 

grand show of  strength for 
Vijay’s new party, Tamilaga 
Vettri  Kazhagam (TVK), 
turned into a horrific event 
— one that lays bare the risks 
of  personality-driven poli-
tics in the state.

Eyewitness reports and po-
lice briefings suggest that be-

tween 30,000 to 60,000 people 
packed a narrow stretch of  
road meant for less than 
10,000. Many had been wait-
ing since morning under the 
scorching sun to catch a 
glimpse of  Vijay, who was ex-
pected around noon but only 
arrived close to 7 p.m. The 

late arrival — eerily reminis-
cent of  his film industry hab-
its — proved catastrophic.

Critics argue that Vijay’s 
nonchalance was not just a 
failure in time management, 
but a reflection of  deep-seat-
ed arrogance. His absence 
from the hospitals, his si-
lence with the bereaved, and 
his casual response have an-
gered even some of  his sup-
porters. “This isn’t just star 
arrogance—it’s a failure of  
leadership,” a senior politi-
cal analyst said.

The tragedy brings into fo-
cus Tamil Nadu’s decades-old 
fascination with film stars in 
politics — a legacy of  M.G. 
R a m a c h a n d r a n ,  J a y -
alalithaa, and others. While 
their charisma often masked 
governance shortcomings, 
Vijay’s entry into politics 
now raises a harsher ques-
tion: Has the blind worship 
of  celebrity reached a fatal 
threshold?

The state High Court is 
now hearing pleas to restrict 
TVK’s future gatherings. 
Nearly 500 police personnel 
were deployed for the Karur 
event, but crowd control was 
inadequate.

With the 2026 elections 
looming, the incident may 
become a turning point for 
both voters and political par-
ties. The question isn’t just 
about Vijay’s fitness to lead 
— it’s about Tamil Nadu’s 
willingness to evolve beyond 
personality cults and de-
mand accountability from 
those who seek power.

Will AI Trigger a New Engels’ 
Pause?

In a recent commentary, 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
pioneer and Nobel Laureate 
Geoffrey Hinton warned that 
AI could make a few people 
extraordinarily rich, while 
leaving the rest poorer. His 
observation points to the pos-
sibility of  an “Engels’ pause” 
in our modern AI-driven 
economy — a term with roots 
in the first industrial revolu-
tion but with deep relevance 
today.

The Engels’ pause refers to 
a historical paradox where, 
despite rising productivity 
and industrial output in 19th-
century Britain, workers saw 
little improvement in their 
living standards for decades. 
Coined by Oxford economist 
Robert Allen, the term draws 
from the work of  Friedrich 
Engels, who observed that 
wages remained stagnant, in-
equality grew, and the bene-
fits of  progress were dispro-
portionately captured by 
capital owners. Britain, 

though hailed as the “work-
shop of  the world,” saw ris-
ing social and economic di-
vides before eventual welfare 
gains reached the masses.

Today, AI is driving a simi-
lar wave of  transformative 
productivity — from lan-
guage models and automa-
tion to predictive analytics 
and synthetic biology. But 
there’s growing concern that 
the benefits are being cor-
nered by a handful of  tech 
firms and elite professionals, 
while displacing traditional 
jobs and increasing income 
inequality.

Unlike the 1800s, however, 
the modern world may not 
need to wait decades to ad-
dress these imbalances — if  
policy keeps pace with inno-
vation. Governments and in-
ter national institutions 
must prioritize inclusive AI 
gover nance frameworks. 
This means ensuring that the 
gains from AI are widely dis-
tributed through social safe-

ty nets, upskilling initia-
tives, and stronger labour 
protections.

The historical Engels’ 
pause was eventually over-
come by progressive reforms, 
education expansion, and the 
emergence of  organized la-
bour. In the AI era, a similar 
roadmap could include pub-
lic investments in AI infra-
structure, equitable data ac-
cess, and ethical oversight 
mechanisms.

As Hinton cautions, AI 
must be more than a produc-
tivity revolution — it must 
become a human welfare rev-
olution. The choices made 
today by policymakers, in-
dustry leaders, and civil soci-
ety will determine whether 
this new industrial transfor-
mation leads to greater ine-
q u a l i t y  o r  b r o a d e r 
prosperity.

The future of  AI, then, is 
not just technological — it’s 
profoundly political and 
human.

How India can make an opportunity of the H-1B visa crisis
With the Bihar Assem-

bly election looming, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s latest move 
— transferring ₹10,000 
each to 75 lakh women 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  —  h a s 
stirred both admiration 
and criticism. The mas-
sive ₹7,500 crore payout 
dwarfs other recent an-
nouncements, including 
the ₹1,600 crore relief  
package for  flood-hit 
Punjab. The message is 
clear: women are now a 
core constituency for 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Par ty (BJP),  and the 
party is doubling down 
o n  i t s  e l e c t o r a l 
investment.

As Editor-in-Chief  Jy-
oti Malhotra highlights 
in  her  op-ed  T here’s 
something special about 

Bihar, this is not an iso-
lated gesture.  Across 
states headed for elec-
tions, BJP has system-
atically launched wom-
e n - f o c u s e d  w e l f a r e 
schemes — from Lado 
Lakshmi in  Haryana 
and Ladli Behna in Mad-
hya Pradesh to Mahila 
Samriddhi  Yojana in 
Delhi and Mahtari Van-
dana in Chhattisgarh. 
Modi’s strategy appears 
to be forging a reliable 
“women constituency” 
with targeted financial 
empower ment and so-
cial messaging.

However, this calcu-
lated outreach raises 
d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s.  I s 
this genuine empower-
ment or strategic pan-
dering? Critics argue 
that while cash trans-

fers provide short-term 
relief,  they often lack 
the structural support 
needed for  long-ter m 
gender parity — in edu-
c at i o n ,  e m p l oy m e n t , 
and safety.

Beyond domestic poli-
tics, another shift is re-
shaping India’s global 
talent  landscape:  the 
H-1B visa crisis in the 
U S .  Wi t h  P r e s i d e n t 
Trump imposing a stag-
gering $100,000 fee per 
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  I n d i a n 
skilled workers — once 
the backbone of  Silicon 
Valley — are looking 
elsewhere. Canada, Aus-
tralia, and Europe are 
seizing the moment, of-
fering simpler immigra-
t i o n  p a t h w a y s  a n d 
g reater  cer tainty for 
skilled migrants.

India, instead of  la-
menting the loss, could 
turn this crisis into an 
o p p o r t u n i t y.  W i t h 
s t ro n g  p o l i cy  i n i t i a -
tives, it can attract its 
own global talent back 
home. The groundwork 
is present — thriving 
t e c h  h u b s ,  g r o w i n g 
global capability cent-
e r s ,  a n d  a  yo u t h f u l 
workforce. But without 
reforms in research, in-
novation, and gover n-
ance, return migration 
will  remain a missed 
opportunity.

As  India  navig ates 
e lectoral  batt les  and 
global disruptions, the 
real test lies in whether 
policy can rise above 
politics  — delivering 
n o t  j u s t  v o t e s ,  b u t 
vision.
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Uttarakhand formation day: PM Modi 
inaugurates projects worth ₹8,260 crore

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday inau-
gurated and laid the foun-
dation stone for multiple 
development projects 
worth ₹8,260 crore in Utta-
rakhand, marking the 25th 
anniversary of  the hill 
state’s formation. The 
event, held in Dehradun, 

saw the presence of  Utta-
rakhand Governor Lt. 
General Gurmeet Singh 
( R e t d . )  a n d  o t h e r 
dignitaries.

Addressing the gather-
ing, PM Modi lauded the 
state’s progress across 
various sectors, highlight-
ing its achievements in in-
frastructure, tourism, ed-

ucation,  and health. 
“Uttarakhand has made 
remarkable strides in all-
round development over 
the last 25 years,” he said, 
emphasizing that the state 
is setting a benchmark for 
growth and governance in 
the hill regions of  India.

The Prime Minister also 
underlined that work on 

infrastructure projects 
worth ₹2 lakh crore is cur-
rently underway, reflect-
ing the government’s long-
ter m commitment to 
boosting connectivity, en-
ergy, and public services 
in Uttarakhand. The new-
ly inaugurated projects in-
clude roads,  bridges, 
healthcare facilities, and 

educational institutions 
aimed at improving quali-
ty of  life and promoting 
economic growth.

During the event, PM 
Modi highlighted the im-
portance of  sustainable 
development in the ecolog-
ically sensitive region, 
urging balanced growth 
that preserves the state’s 
natural resources while 
providing opportunities 
for  employment  and 
entrepreneurship.

The foundation stone-
laying ceremony also em-
phasized the government’s 
focus on regional develop-
ment, including initiatives 
in renewable energ y, 
smart cities, and tourism 
infrastructure. Officials 
said the projects are ex-
pected to generate signifi-
cant employment and 
strengthen the state’s 
economy in the coming 
years.

The celebrations mark 
a quarter-century since 
Uttarakhand’s formation 
on November 9, 2000, sep-
a r a t i n g  f r o m  U t t a r 
Pradesh to become India’s 
27th state.  The event 
showcased the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
transforming the Himala-
yan state into a hub of  
sustainable growth and 
modern infrastructure.

Congress Accuses PM Modi of Insulting Tagore, 
1937 CWC Over Vande Mataram Row

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

The Congress party in-
tensified its criticism of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday over the 
ongoing Vande Mataram 
controversy, alleging that 
he has “insulted” both the 
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) of  1937 and 
N o b e l  l a u r e a t e  R a -
bindranath Tagore.

Congress MP and Gen-
eral Secretary Jairam 
Ramesh said the Prime 
Minister should focus on 
current issues affecting 
citizens rather than revis-
iting historical debates. 
“The Prime Minister has 
insulted this CWC as also 
Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore. That he should 
have done so is shocking 
but not surprising, since 
the RSS had played no role 
in our Freedom Movement 
led by Mahatma Gandhi,” 
Ramesh remarked.

The party pointed to the 
CWC statement of  1937, 
which had clarified the 
context and significance 
of  the song Vande Mata-
ram during India’s strug-

gle for independence. Con-
gress leaders argued that 
Modi’s remarks disregard-
ed the historical impor-
tance of  the statement and 
misrepresented Tagore’s 
contribution to the na-
tion’s cultural and patri-
otic heritage.

The controversy has re-
ignited debates over the 
use of  Vande Mataram in 

public life, with Congress 
accusing the ruling BJP of  
politicising the song to cre-
ate divisions along ideo-
logical lines. Party offi-
cials urged the government 
to stop “misusing” the an-
niversary of  the song for 
political gain and focus in-
stead on pressing issues 
such as employment, infla-
tion, and governance.

Ramesh and other Con-
gress leaders emphasized 
that the legacy of  the free-
dom movement, including 
the perspectives of  stal-
warts like Tagore and the 
1937 CWC, should be re-
spected. They warned that 
politicising historical 
symbols risks alienating 
citizens and distorting In-
dia’s inclusive nationalist 

heritage.
The Vande Mataram row 

has continued to attract at-
tention from political cir-
cles, historians, and media 
commentators, highlight-
ing the sensitivities sur-
rounding national sym-
bols and the balance 
between patriotic senti-
m e n t  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
discourse.

RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat Defends 
Organisation, Reaffirms Respect for Indian Flag

Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) chief  Mo-
han Bhagwat on Sunday 
defended the organisation 
against critics who have 
questioned its legal status, 
saying the Sangh is “rec-
ognised as a body of  indi-
viduals” and operates 
with  a  longstanding 
legacy.

Addressing an in-house 
question-and-answer ses-

sion organised by the RSS, 
Bhagwat responded to 
criticism that the organi-
sation has not registered 
as a formal entity. “RSS 
was established in 1925, so 
do you expect us to have 
registered with the British 
government?” he said, re-
ferring to the colonial era 
during which the Sangh 
was founded.

Bhagwat also addressed 

concerns about the RSS’s 
symbolism and its stance 
on national emblems. Re-
sponding to questions 
about the organisation al-
legedly respecting only 
saffron flags while not rec-
ognising the Indian tricol-
our, he clarified that while 
saffron is treated as a 
Guru in the RSS, it holds 
the Indian national flag in 
high regard.

The remarks come amid 
continued political scruti-
ny and debate over the 
Sangh’s role in contempo-
rary India. Congress lead-
ers and other critics have 
often questioned the legal 
and organisational frame-
work of  the RSS, alleging 
opacity and a perceived 
ideological influence on 
governance.

Bhagwat’s statement 

highlighted the RSS’s em-
phasis on individual com-
mitment and its historical 
foundation, portraying the 
organisation as a volun-
tary movement with cul-
tural and social objectives 
rather than a conventional 
registered entity.

Observers said the 
chief ’s remarks are likely 
aimed at reaffirming the 
Sangh’s identity and coun-
tering allegations while 
projecting respect for na-
tional symbols. With the 
RSS celebrating its cente-
nary next year, the com-
ments also serve to under-
line its  longstanding 
presence in India’s social 
and political landscape, 
asserting that its legacy 
predates contemporary 
registration and bureau-
cratic requirements.

The session reportedly 
drew participation from 
several senior members, 
focusing on organisation-
al philosophy, history, and 
public perception, with 
Bhagwat emphasizing the 
Sangh’s core principles 
and vision for national 
service.

Rahul Gandhi Leads by 
Example, Does Push-

Ups for Tardiness

TPN Correspondent | Patna

Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi was asked 
to do 10 push-ups after 
arriving late to a party 
training session in 
M a d hy a  P r a d e s h ’ s 
Pachmarhi, where the 
Congress is conducting 
its ‘Sangthan Srijan Ab-
hiyan’ — an organisa-
tional revitalisation 
drive.

Gandhi, who took a 
break from his Bihar 
election campaign to at-
tend the event, com-
plied with the light-
hearted “penal action” 
and perfor med the 
push-ups before fellow 
participants. According 
to sources, the rule — 
enforced by training 
head Sachin Rao — re-
quired all latecomers to 
face the same “punish-
ment.” When Gandhi 
asked what he must do, 
Rao replied, “At least 10 

push-ups,” prompting 
the Leader of  Opposi-
tion to oblige on the 
spot.

District  Cong ress 
presidents who also ar-
rived late followed his 
example, turning the 
disciplinary exercise 
into a team-building 
moment. “We received a 
very good response 
from district  presi-
dents,” Gandhi later 
said, smiling as the ses-
sion drew laughter and 
applause.

During his visit, Gan-
dhi continued to criti-
cise the BJP and the 
Election Commission, 
alleging large-scale ir-
regularities in recent 
state polls. “A few days 
ago, I presented the 
Haryana model where 
25 lakh votes were sto-
len — one vote from 
every eight. This is 
their system. The main 

issue is ‘vote chori’ 
( v o t e  t h e f t ) , ”  h e 
claimed, adding that 
Congress would release 
supporting evidence 
soon.

The BJP, however, 
mocked Gandhi for at-
tending the retreat 
amid the Bihar cam-
paign.  “LoP means 
Leader of  Paryatan and 
Partying,” BJP spokes-
person Shehzad Poona-
walla said on X, accus-
ing him of  “enjoying a 
jungle safari in Pach-
m a r h i ”  i n s t e a d  o f  
campaigning.

As the Congress fo-
cuses on strengthening 
its cadre through the 
P a c h m a r h i  p r o -
g ramme,  the  l ight -
hearted push-up epi-
sode  has  added an 
unexpected dose of  hu-
mour and camaraderie 
to the party’s organisa-
tional training.

Complaints Over 
Street Distribution 

of SIR Forms in 
Bengal  

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  | 
Kolkata

The Election Commis-
sion of  India (ECI) has 
received multiple com-
plaints regarding Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs) in 
West Bengal distribut-
ing Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) electoral 
forms at public places, 
sparking concern over 
procedural violations.

Political parties have 
reported that BLOs 
handed out forms at tea 
stalls, local clubs, street 
corners, and schools, in-
stead of  visiting voters’ 
homes as mandated. In 
some areas, people were 
seen rushing to streets 
to collect the forms di-
rectly from officers. The 
irregularities have re-
portedly left the state’s 
Chief  Electoral Officer 
(CEO) embarrassed.

Following these com-
plaints, the ECI issued a 

warning to senior poll 
officers, emphasizing 
strict  adherence to 
guidelines. BLOs were 
reminded that their 
duty is to distribute SIR 
forms door-to-door, as-
sist voters in filling out 
the forms correctly, and 
address any doubts. The 
ECI stressed that the 
distribution of  forms in 
public spaces violates 
electoral rules.

The Commission also 
directed District Magis-
trates (DMs) to monitor 
the process closely and 
warned of  strict action 
if  negligence persists. A 
district-level control 
room has been mandat-
ed to supervise BLO ac-
tivities, with one BLO 
supervisor assigned for 
every ten booths to en-
sure compliance.

ECI officials pointed 
to the Bihar model as a 
standard, where enu-

merators personally de-
liver forms and educate 
voters, ensuring both 
accuracy and transpar-
ency. The directive aims 
to prevent any misuse 
or confusion during the 
vo t e r  l i s t  rev i s i o n 
process.

The SIR drive, cur-
rently in its second 
phase, is a crucial step 
to update electoral rolls 
ahead of  upcoming elec-
tions. The ECI’s proac-
tive measures reflect an 
effort to safeguard the 
integrity of  the elector-
al process while ad-
dressing public and po-
litical concerns in West 
Bengal.

With complaints con-
tinuing to surface, the 
ECI is closely monitor-
ing the situation to en-
sure that door-to-door 
delivery remains the 
standard for all BLOs in 
the state.
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Trump Offers to Help Ease India-Pakistan Tensions, 
Urges Both Sides to “Stop” Escalation

TPN Bureau | Washington

U.S. President Donald 
Trump has expressed 
concern over rising ten-
sions between India and 
Pakistan, urging both 
nations to halt what he 
called “tit for tat” ac-
tions. Speaking to re-
porters on Wednesday, 
Trump said he was will-
ing to mediate if  it could 
h e l p  d e f u s e  t h e 
situation.

“Oh, it’s so terrible,” 
Trump said when asked 
about the recent escala-
tion. “My position is I get 
along with both. I know 
both very well,  and I 
want to see them work it 
out. I want to see them 
stop, and hopefully they 
can stop now.”

The U.S. President’s re-
marks come amid height-
ened diplomatic and mil-
itary strains between the 
two South Asian neigh-
bours, which have fought 
several wars and contin-
ue to spar over a range of  
issues, including the dis-
puted Kashmir region.

Trump reiterated that 
he was open to playing a 
role if  both countries 

sought  American in -
volvement. “If  I can do 

anything to help, I will 
be there,” he said, add-

i n g  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d 
States wanted stability 

and peace in the region.
The White House has 

not announced any for-
mal initiative or diplo-
matic outreach following 
T r u m p ’ s  c o m m e n t s . 
However, officials said 
Washington was closely 
monitoring the situation 
and maintaining com-
munication with both 
N e w  D e l h i  a n d 
Islamabad.

India has traditionally 
maintained that issues 
with Pakistan are bilat-
eral and does not wel-
come third-party media-
tion, while Pakistan has 
often sought inter na-
tional involvement.

Trump’s statement re-
flects continued U.S. in-
terest in promoting dia-
l o g u e  b e t w e e n  t h e 
nuclear-ar med neigh-
bours,  amid g rowing 
concerns that renewed 
hostilities could threat-
en regional security.

Observers  said  the 
President’s remarks un-
derline Washington’s de-
sire to prevent further 
escalation and preserve 
stability in South Asia, 
where tensions have pe-
riodically flared despite 
peace efforts.

‘Ready For War’: Taliban Warns Pakistan After 
Istanbul Talks Collapse Again

TPN Correspondent | Istanbul

The latest Afghanistan-
Pakistan peace talks in 
Istanbul have ended in a 
stalemate, escalating ten-
sions between the two 
neighbours. The Islamic 
Emirate of  Afghanistan 
has issued a strong state-
ment accusing Pakistan 
of  obstructing dialogue 
efforts and acting irre-
sponsibly, despite media-
tion by Turkey and Qatar, 
T h e  J a p a n  T i m e s 
reported.

In an official clarifica-
tion released by Zabihul-
lah Mujahid on November 
8, the Taliban expressed 
gratitude to the mediators 
and claimed its represent-
atives participated “in 
good faith and with full 
authority.” However, it al-
leged that Pakistan dis-
played an “irresponsible 
and non-cooperative atti-
tude,” attempting to shift 
security responsibilities 
onto Afghanistan while 
refusing to take account-
ability for its own.

The Taliban reiterated 
its “principled position” 

that Afghanistan’s soil 
will not be used against 
any country and warned 
that it would “firmly de-

fend against any aggres-
sion” with the support of  
its people. While reaffirm-
ing its respect for the 

“Muslim people of  Paki-
stan,”  the  statement 
stressed that cooperation 
would remain limited to 

Afghanistan’s “responsi-
bilities and capabilities.”

Adding to the friction, 
Afghanistan’s Minister 

for Tribes, Borders, and 
Tribal Affairs, Noorullah 
Noori, warned Pakistan 
“not to test the patience 
of  Afghans,” cautioning 
Defence Minister Khawa-
ja Asif  against overreli-
ance on military technol-
ogy. “If  war breaks out, 
both the elders and youth 
of  Afghanistan will rise 
to fight,” he declared.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s 
Defence Minister admit-
ted that the third round of  
talks had “reached an un-
certain stage with no re-
sults”, and there were no 
plans yet for a fourth 
round.

The breakdown of  the 
Istanbul talks, meant to 
ease border tensions and 
address Tehrik-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) issues, 
has instead deepened 
mistrust. With the cease-
fire along the Af-Pak bor-
der still in place but frag-
ile,  fears of  renewed 
cross-border clashes or 
drone strikes loom large, 
threatening to push rela-
t ions  closer  to  open 
confrontation.

New Zealand authorities send extra fire planes to battle 
1,100-hectare wildfire

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Kathmandu

New Zealand authori-
ties have deployed addi-
tional firefighting air-
c r a f t  t o  c o m b a t  a 
fast-spreading wildfire 
that has scorched approx-
imately 1,100 hectares (4.2 
square miles) in Tongari-
ro National Park on the 
North Island.

The blaze, which broke 
out on Saturday after-
n o o n  ( N ove m b e r  8 ) , 
quickly spread through 
the park’s rugged terrain, 
prompting the emergency 
evacuation of  around 40 
hikers who were airlifted 
to safety. Fire and Emer-
g e n c y  N e w  Z e a l a n d 
(FENZ) said an aerial re-
connaissance mission on 
Sunday would confirm 
the full extent of  the 
damage.

Firefighting ef forts 
were temporarily sus-
pended overnight due to 
dangerous conditions and 
limited visibility, but re-
sumed at first light with 
reinforced ground crews 
and water-bombing air-
craft. Authorities said ad-

ditional planes were be-
ing sent to strengthen the 

response, as dry weather 
and strong winds contin-

ued to hamper contain-
ment efforts.

Tong ariro National 
Park, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site, is known 
for its volcanic peaks, al-
pine trails, and cultural 
significance to the Maori 
people. Officials have 
warned visitors to avoid 
the area as the fire re-
mains uncontrolled and 
unpredictable.

While no homes or set-
tlements have been di-
rectly threatened, author-
i t ies  are  monitoring 
nearby communities as a 
precaution. Emergency 
services have advised res-
idents to stay alert for up-
dates and potential smoke 
hazards.

FENZ said crews would 
continue battling the 
blaze throughout the day, 
focusing on protecting 
key conservation areas 
and preventing the fire 
from spreading further. 
The cause of  the fire has 
not yet been determined.

The government has 
urged the public to ad-
here to fire restrictions as 
much of  New Zealand’s 
North Island experiences 
unseasonably dry condi-
tions, raising the risk of  
further wildfires.

Japan PM Sanae 
Takaichi Plans Pay Cuts 

for Herself, Cabinet

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Bamako

Five Indian nation-
als have been kid-
napped in wester n 
Mali, a company repre-
sentative and a securi-
ty source confirmed on 
Friday, highlighting 
the growing instability 
i n  t h e  W e s t 
Africanation.

The workers were ab-
ducted on Thursday 
near Kobri, while em-
ployed on electrifica-
tion projects. “We con-
firm the kidnapping of  
five Indian nationals,” 
a company spokesper-
son told AFP, adding 
that the remaining In-
dian employees had 
been evacuated to Bam-
ako, the capital. No 
group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the ab-
duction so far.

Mali, currently un-
der military rule, has 
faced escalating unrest 
fueled by criminal net-
works and jihadist 
groups linked to Al-
Qaeda and the Islamic 
State. The Group for 
the Support of  Islam 
and Muslims (JNIM), 
affiliated with Al-Qae-
da, has further strained 
the country by enforc-
ing a fuel blockade, 
worsening an already 
s e v e r e  e c o n o m i c 
crisis.

Kidnappings of  for-
eigners have become 
increasingly common 
in Mali, which has 
been plagued by coups, 

insurgencies, and civil 
conflict since 2012. In 
September, JNIM mili-
tants abducted two 
Emirati nationals and 
an Iranian near Bama-
ko; the hostages were 
released last week after 
reportedly ransom ne-
gotiations of  at least 
$50 million.

Security of ficials 
warn that the volatile 
s i t u at i o n  i n  M a l i 
makes foreign workers 
particularly vulnera-
ble, especially in rural 
and project sites out-
side major cities. Inter-
national companies op-
erating in Mali have 
intensified evacuation 
and protective meas-
ures for staff  in re-
sponse to repeated inci-
dents of  abduction.

The latest kidnap-
ping underscores the 
persistent threats faced 
by expatriates in the 
Sahel region and the 
challenges Mali faces 
in maintaining securi-
ty amid continuing po-
litical instability and 
jihadist violence. Au-
thorities in Mali and 
India are reportedly 
monitoring the situa-
tion closely and coordi-
nating efforts for the 
safe release of  the kid-
napped nationals.

The incident is ex-
pected to heighten con-
cerns over investments 
and international pres-
ence in Mali as the 
country struggles to re-
gain stability.

Five Indians Kidnapped in 
Mali Amid Rising Unrest

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |  
TOKYO

In a bold refor m 
move, Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takai-
chi is set to propose a 
revision to the public 
servant remuneration 
law to implement pay 
cuts for herself  and her 
Cabinet ministers, ac-
cording to The Japan 
Times. The proposal 
will likely be presented 
during the ongoing ex-
traordinary session of  
Parliament, as part of  
her broader push for 
administrative and fis-
cal reform.

The revised law aims 
to suspend additional 
allowances currently 
paid to the Prime Min-
ister and Cabinet min-
isters, apart from their 
regular lawmakers’ sal-
aries. At present, law-
m a ke r s  r e c e ive  a 
monthly salary of  
¥1.294 million, while 
the Prime Minister and 
ministers receive addi-
tional allowances of  
¥1.152 million and 
¥489,000, respectively.

However, under exist-
ing cost-cutting meas-
ures, the Prime Minis-
ter already returns 30% 
of  her additional pay, 
and ministers return 
20%, reducing their al-
lowances to  about 
¥390,000 and ¥110,000, 
respectively. The pro-
posed law revision 

would halt these allow-
ances “for the time be-
ing,” making the pay 
cuts official.

Takaichi, Japan’s 
first female prime min-
ister, reiterated her 
stance during her inau-
gural press conference 
in October, stating, “I’ll 
work on a law revision 
so that cabinet mem-
bers do not receive pay 
exceeding lawmakers’ 
salaries.” The initiative 
underscores her effort 
to project a reformist 
and accountable image, 
especially amid Japan’s 
economic and fiscal 
challenges.

The Japan Innova-
tion Party (JIP), a coa-
lition partner of  the 
Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), has sup-
ported the move, call-
ing it a “wonderful ini-
tiative.” However, some 
opposition leaders, in-
cluding Yuichiro Tam-
aki of  the Democratic 
Party for the People, 
have criticized the 
plan, labeling it “a sym-
bol of  the deflationary 
mindset.”

While opinions re-
main divided within 
the government, the 
proposal marks a sig-
nificant step in Takai-
chi’s campaign for 
transparency, cost effi-
ciency, and political ac-
countability in Japan’s 
governance.
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Plastic Pipes Industry Faces FY25 Challenges, Eyes 
10–12% Growth Ahead

India’s plastic pipes 
industry has faced sig-
nificant turbulence in 
FY25, struggling with 
subdued infrastructure 
investments,  tight li -
quidity, and volatile raw 
material prices, accord-
ing to a report released 
by JM Financial. How-
ever, the industry re-
mains optimistic about 
its medium-ter m out-
look, supported by stabi-
lising input costs and 
sustained demand from 
key sectors.
Navigating a Tough 
Year

FY25 proved to be a 
challenging year for the 
sector. Plastic pipe manu-
f acturers—especial ly 
those reliant on PVC (pol-
yvinyl chloride)—had to 
deal with erratic pricing 
patterns. Global factors, 
such as sluggish con-
struction activity in ma-
jor markets like China 
and developed econo-
mies, combined with a 
supply glut from large ex-
porters like China, South 
Korea, and Taiwan, led to 
aggressive undercutting 
of  prices in the Indian 
market.

PVC,  which consti -

tutes a major input cost 
f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y, 
dropped significantly 
over FY20–25, declining 
at  a  4% CAGR,  com-
pared to its long-ter m 
g r ow t h  t r e n d  o f  2 % 
CAGR over the last 25 
years. After a prolonged 

downtrend, prices be-
gan to recover, rising by 
₹7/kg over the last 4–5 
months to reach  ₹79/kg 
i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5 . 
While this remains be-
low the FY22 peak, it 
marks a potential turn-
ing point for the sector.

Market Evolution and 
Future Drivers

T r a d i t i o n a l ly  f r a g -
mented and focused heav-
ily on agriculture, India’s 
plastic piping sector has 
evolved into a more or-
ganised ecosystem, ad-
dressing critical needs in 

water supply, plumbing, 
sanitation, and industri-
al applications.

Despite current hur-
dles, long-term structural 
drivers remain intact. 
Government-backed pro-
grams like the Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan, and Housing 
for All are expected to 
boost demand signifi-
cantly, alongside growing 
agricultural and replace-
ment requirements.

JM Financial estimates 
the Indian plastic piping 
market at ₹600–650 bil-
lion, and forecasts a 10–
12% CAGR growth be-
tween FY25 and FY30.
Policy and Regulatory 
Tailwinds

Industry experts be-
lieve upcoming policy 
measures may offer ad-
ditional support.  The 
Bureau of  Indian Stand-
ards (BIS) is expected to 
implement quality con-
trol norms for PVC im-
ports by December 2025, 
which would restrict 
the influx of  substand-
ard  foreign products 
and offer a competitive 
e d g e  t o  d o m e s t i c 
manufacturers.

“Stabilising PVC pric-
es should restore dis-
tributor confidence, re-
duce inventory risks, 
and aid margin recovery 
for organised players,” 
the report concluded, 
projecting a more stable 
a n d  p r o f i t a b l e  p a t h 
ahead for the sector.

India’s Power Tools Market Set to Cross 
$3.8 Billion by 2035

India’s power tools segment is 
projected to more than double, 
reaching $3.8 billion by 2035, 
growing at a compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of  7.8%, ac-
cording to industry experts and 
a recent study by IMARC Group.

The growth is being driven by 
massive government capital ex-
penditure in infrastructure sec-
tors such as roads, railways, air-
ports, and housing, alongside 
increasing demand from furni-
ture manufacturing, the automo-

tive aftermarket, and a rising 
Do-It-Yourself  (DIY) culture.

To reduce reliance on imports 
and tap into the growing de-
mand, the Union Government is 
actively encouraging domestic 
manufacturing, which is begin-

ning to show results. Local man-
ufacturers are gradually scaling 
up production capacity in line 
with the “Make in India” 
initiative.

The broader hand tools, power 
tools, and fasteners market in In-

dia is also on an upward trajec-
tory. The domestic hand tools 
market, currently valued at $826 
million (2024), is expected to 
reach $1.22 billion by 2033, re-
flecting a CAGR of  4.1%, the 
IMARC study noted.

This surge is being attributed 
to the modernisation of  Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs), increasing industri-
alisation, and strong aftermar-
ket demand. Moreover, with In-
dia’s booming construction and 
home improvement sectors, the 
need for efficient and cost-effec-
tive tools is only expected to 
grow.

Industry officials said that the 
DIY trend among urban consum-
ers, especially in metro cities, is 
also expanding the market for 
portable and battery-operated 
tools. E-commerce platforms 
have further simplified access to 
such products, making them 
popular among younger, tech-
savvy users.

Experts believe that sustained 
policy support, coupled with in-
frastructure and industrial 
growth, will transform India 
into a manufacturing and export 
hub for power tools over the next 
decade.

India Becomes Top 
Expansion Market for APAC 

3PL Firms: 

India has emerged as 
the most-preferred ex-
pansion destination for 
third-party logistics 
(3PL) companies in the 
Asia-Pacific (APAC) re-
gion, according to a 
new report released by 
CBRE on Sunday (Sep-
tember 28, 2025).

The study reveals 
that nearly 70% of  
APAC-based 3PL occu-
piers are planning to 
expand their footprint 
in India over the next 
two years. This marks 
the highest intent for 
expansion among all 
markets surveyed in 
the region.

CBRE attributed this 
growing interest to In-
dia’s rapidly develop-
ing infrastructure, dig-
ital transformation in 
supply chains, and the 
booming e-commerce 
sector. Other contrib-
uting factors include 
favourable government 
policies under initia-
tives such as PM Gati 
Shakti and National 
Logistics Policy, aimed 
at enhancing logistics 
efficiency and reduc-
ing operational costs.

“India’s position as 
a key supply chain hub 
is strengthening, driv-
en by robust demand 
from retail ,  e-com-
merce, manufactur-
ing, and FMCG sec-

tors,” said a senior 
CBRE analyst. “The 
country is now seen 
not only as a consump-
tion market but also as 
a strategic distribu-
t i o n  a n d  l o g i s t i c s 
hub.”

The report also high-
lighted a rise in Grade-
A warehousing de-
mand, especially in 
Tier-1 cities like Delhi-
NCR, Mumbai, Bengal-
uru,  and Chennai. 
Tier-2 cities such as 
Lucknow, Coimbatore, 
and Indore are also 
gaining traction due to 
lower costs and im-
proving connectivity.

India’s 3PL segment 
has seen double-digit 
annual growth in re-
cent years, supported 
by increasing out -
sourcing of  logistics 
operations by major 
industries. With rising 
investments in auto-
mation, cold chain fa-
cilities,  and multi-
modal logistics parks, 
the sector is poised for 
sustained expansion.

CBRE expects the In-
dian logistics real es-
tate market to outper-
f o r m  i t s  r e g i o n a l 
counterparts in the 
medium ter m, rein-
forcing the country’s 
status as the logistics 
g r ow t h  e n g i n e  o f  
APAC.

Govt to Borrow ₹6.77 Lakh Crore in H2, Holds 
Near FY26 Target

New Delhi: The cen-
tral gover nment plans 
to  bor row ₹6 .77  lakh 
crore through dated se-
curities in the second 
half  (H2) of  fiscal year 
2025–26, aiming to stay 
close to its full-year bor-
rowing goal. 

Having already bor-
rowed ₹7.95 lakh crore 
in H1, the Centre will 
revise the total  g ross 
market borrowing for 
F Y 2 6  t o  ₹ 1 4 . 7 2  l a k h 
crore, narrowly lower 
than the original budg-
eted ₹14.82 lakh crore. 

The shift is designed 
to balance fiscal disci-
pline with market sta-
bility, despite increas-
ing defence spending 
pressures. 

Officials say that the 
H2 bor rowing will  be 
conducted over 22 week-
ly tranches, each total-
i n g  ₹ 2 8 , 0 0 0 – ₹ 3 3 , 0 0 0 
crore, and is scheduled 
to conclude by March 6, 
2 0 2 6 .  O f  t h e  t o t a l , 
₹10,000 crore is planned 
v i a  s ove r e i g n  g r e e n 
bonds. 

In terms of  maturity 
composition, the share 
of  shorter-term papers 
(3–5 years) will be in-
creased to 19.9% (from 
15.9%), while the share 
of  longer-ter m papers 
(15–50 years) will  fall 
from 51.8% to  43 .7%. 
Medium-ter m securi -
t ies  (7–10  years)  wil l 
also see a rise to 36.5% 
from 32.4%. 

The Centre reaffirmed 
its commitment to keep-
ing the fiscal deficit at 
4.4% of  GDP, compared 
to 4.8% in FY25. To man-
age liquidity mismatch-
es, the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI) has set the 
ways and means advanc-
es (WMA) limit for H2 at 
₹50,000 crore. 

Of ficials  emphasise 
that despite uncertain-
ties—like US-imposed 
tariffs and defence ex-
penditure—the borrow-
ing plan remains pre-
d i c t a b l e ,  a i m i n g  t o 
avoid  sur pris ing  the 
bond market and limit 
crowding out of  state 
and private borrowing. 

SBI Bats for 25 bps Rate 
Cut Ahead of RBI Policy 

Meet

Ahead of  the Reserve 
Bank of  India’s (RBI) 
bi-monthly monetary 
policy announcement 
on October 1, a State 
Bank of  India (SBI) re-
search report has rec-
ommended a 25 basis 
point (bps) rate cut, 
calling it the “best pos-
sible option” in the 
c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c 
climate.

The Monetary Policy 
C o m m i t t e e  ( M P C ) , 
chaired by RBI Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra, 
will begin its three-day 
meeting on Monday, 
September 30, amid 
global economic uncer-
tainty, rising geopoliti-
cal tensions, and the 
recent 50% tariffs im-
posed by the US on In-
dian exports.

The SBI report ar-
gues that a modest rate 
cut would support do-
mestic growth without 
stoking inflation, espe-
cially as headline CPI 
inflation remains with-
in the RBI’s comfort 
range. “A 25 bps cut 
would signal proactive 
policy support to insu-
late the economy from 
external shocks,” the 
report said.

However, several oth-
er economists and ana-

lysts expect the RBI to 
maintain status quo on 
the repo rate, citing 
concerns about vola-
tile crude prices, geo-
political risks, and the 
weak rupee. Many be-
lieve the central bank 
will prefer to wait and 
watch, especially as 
the US Federal Reserve 
remains hawkish.

India’s repo rate cur-
rently stands at 6.50%, 
unchanged since Feb-
ruary 2023. The central 
bank has maintained a 
“withdrawal of  accom-
modation” stance, bal-
ancing inflation con-
trol with the need to 
support growth.

A rate cut now, ac-
cording to SBI, would 
also help ease borrow-
ing costs for business-
es and consumers, just 
ahead of  the festive 
season,  potentially 
boosting consumption 
and credit demand.

The final decision 
will be announced by 
RBI on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 1, and will be 
closely watched by 
markets, banks, and in-
dustry stakeholders for 
its signal on the direc-
tion of  monetary poli-
c y  a m i d  g l o b a l 
uncertainty.



10 www.truepointnews.com

OFF BEAT
HYDERABAD, MONDAY, NOVEMBER, 10.11.2025

Ancient Georgian Site May Reveal Accidental 
Origins of Iron Age

In a discovery that 
could reshape our under-
standing of  one of  his-
tory’s most significant 
technological revolu-
tions,  archaeologists 
have uncovered new evi-
dence at a 3,000-year-old 
site in southern Georgia 
that may point to the ac-
c i d e n t a l  o r i g i n s  o f  
ironworking.

The site, Kvemo Bol-
nisi, long believed to be 
an early iron production 
facility, has revealed sur-
prising findings through 
advanced research led by 
Nathaniel Erb-Satullo 
and Bobbi Klymchuk 
from Cranfield Univer-
sity, UK. Their study sug-
gests that iron was not 
initially smelted for its 
own value but may have 
been a byproduct of  cop-
per production.

Researchers found that 
hematite, an iron oxide 
mineral present at the 
site, was likely used as a 
flux—a substance added 
during the copper smelt-
ing process to aid in met-
al extraction. The dis-
covery was supported by 

chemical and microscop-
ic analysis of  the materi-
als, particularly slag, a 

byproduct of  smelting.
Published in the Jour-

nal of  Archaeological 

Science, the study sup-
ports a long-held theory 
that the use of  iron may 

have emerged acciden-
t a l l y,  r a t h e r  t h a n 
through intentional in-

novation. The process of  
high-temperature cop-
per smelting could have 
incidentally produced 
iron, sparking further 
explorat ion  and the 
eventual rise of  the Iron 
Age.

“This is a significant 
step forward,” said Dr. 
Erb-Satullo.  “Despite 
iron’s central role in in-
dustrial history, its ori-
gins have been incredi-
bly hard to trace due to 
rust, lack of  written re-
cords, and limited ar-
chaeological focus.”

T he  f indings  from 
Kvemo Bolnisi not only 
offer a rare glimpse into 
early metallurgical prac-
tices but also highlight 
h o w  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
b r e a k t h r o u g h s  c a n 
emerge from experimen-
tation and accident , 
rather than deliberate 
invention.

The study underscores 
the importance of  con-
tinued excavation and 
research in regions like 
the South Caucasus, a 
potential cradle of  early 
metallurgy.

Why Patients Must Fast Before Surgery: Medical 
Experts Explain

Patients are routinely in-
structed not to eat or drink 
anything for several hours be-
fore surgery — and this guide-
line isn’t just hospital proto-
col ,  i t ’s  a  critical  safety 
measure rooted in medical 
science.

According to experts, pre-
surgery fasting — known 
medically as nil per os (NPO), 
meaning “nothing by mouth” 
— is vital to reduce the risk 
of  aspiration during anaes-
thesia. When a person is un-
der general anaesthesia, their 
reflexes, including the gag 
and cough reflex, are tempo-
rarily suppressed. If  there is 
any food or liquid in the stom-
ach, there’s a chance it can 
travel back up the oesophagus 
and enter the lungs, leading 
to serious complications such 
as aspiration pneumonia.

“Even a small amount of  
food or fluid in the stomach 
can be dangerous,” said a sen-
ior anaesthesiologist from 
AIIMS,  New Delhi .  “T he 
stomach doesn’t empty imme-

diately after eating — diges-
tion takes time. If  the stom-

a c h  i s n ’ t  e m p t y  d u r i n g 
surgery, it poses a significant 

risk.”
What are the standard fast-

ing guidelines?
Typically, patients are 
advised to:

• Avoid solid foods for 
at  least  6–8 hours before 
surgery

• Avoid clear liquids 
for at least 2–4 hours before 
surgery

These guidelines may vary 
slightly depending on the 
type of  surgery and anaesthe-
sia involved.

Clear liquids like water, 
black coffee, and apple juice 
may sometimes be allowed up 
to a few hours before the pro-
cedure, but dairy, juices with 
pulp, or any solid food are 
strictly off  limits.

Communication is key
If  a patient accidentally 

eats or drinks too close to sur-
gery, they must inform their 
doctor immediately. In most 
cases, the procedure will be 
postponed for safety.

Ultimately, fasting before 
surgery isn’t about comfort — 
it’s about saving lives.

25 Most Dangerous Cities in the World: Tourists Urged to Stay Away
In a world filled with beauti-

ful travel destinations, some 
cities remain perilous due to 
war, crime, political instabili-
ty, or lack of  infrastructure. 
While travel can be enriching, 
experts and global advisories 
urge caution when choosing 
your next trip. Based on cur-
rent global conditions, here’s 
a list of  25 cities deemed the 
most dangerous for tourists in 
2025, starting with Aleppo, 
Syria.

1. Aleppo, Syria

Once Syria’s largest and 
most vibrant city, Aleppo has 
been ravaged by civil war 
since 2011. Once a cultural and 
historical hub, the city was 
turned into a battleground. Al-
though there have been efforts 
at rebuilding and some dis-
placed citizens are returning, 
Aleppo — and Syria overall — 
remains unsafe for foreigners 
due to ongoing conflict, politi-
cal instability, and a high risk 
of  violence. Travel advisories 
from several countries strong-
ly discourage any travel to the 
region.

Why This List Matters

Each year, government bod-
ies like the U.S. State Depart-
ment, UK Foreign Office, and 
Global Peace Index issue 
war nings about high-risk 
travel destinations. These 
warnings are based on factors 
like:

• Armed conflict
• Terrorist activity
• Violent crime
• Kidnapping risks

• Breakdown of  law 
enforcement

• Health infrastructure 
collapse

Tourists are encouraged to 
check official travel adviso-
ries before booking trips to 
lesser-known or politically 

unstable regions.

Other Notable Cities on the 
List

The full list includes cities 
across Latin America, the 
Middle East, and parts of  Af-
rica.  Notorious examples 

include:
• Caracas, Venezuela
• P o r t - a u - P r i n c e , 

Haiti
• S a n  P e d r o  S u l a , 

Honduras
• Mogadishu, Somalia
• Tijuana, Mexico

While  travel  o f fers  im-
m e n s e  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h , 
safety should remain a top 
p r i o r i t y.  W h e n  i n  d o u b t , 
consult your country’s em-
bassy, consular services, or 
official travel warning plat-
forms before making plans.

Paracetamol Ice Cream?  
Medicinal Dessert Debuts 

in the Netherlands

In a bizarre twist on 
pharmaceutical inno-
vation, a viral Insta-
gram post has claimed 
that paracetamol-in-
fused ice cream is now 
available in the Nether-
lands — offering a new, 
dessert-style way to 
beat fever and pain.

According to the 
widely shared post, 
Dutch developers have 
reportedly created an 
ice cream that contains 
paracetamol, the glob-
ally popular drug used 
to relieve fever, head-
aches, and mild to mod-
erate pain. The frozen 
treat is said to retain all 
the therapeutic effects 
of  a standard paraceta-
mol tablet, but in a far 
more palatable form.

The unusual innova-
tion has sparked curi-
osity and excitement 
online, with users won-
dering if  a spoonful of  
ice cream might soon 
replace the bitter pill. 
Reactions on social me-
dia have ranged from 
amusement to skepti-
cism, with many call-
ing it “genius” and oth-
ers questioning the 
safety and regulation 

behind such a product.
While the idea of  

medicine disguised as 
dessert might appeal to 
children and pill-averse 
adults, there is current-
ly no official confirma-
tion from Dutch health 
authorities or pharma-
ceutical companies 
about the legitimacy or 
approval of  such a 
product. Health experts 
have also raised con-
cerns about dosage 
control, especially if  
such ice cream be-
comes commercially 
available.

Nevertheless, the 
post has gone viral for 
its novelty factor and 
has reignited conversa-
tions about creative 
ways to deliver medica-
tion — especially for 
pediatric and elderly 
patients.

Until further verifi-
cation is available, the 
paracetamol ice cream 
remains a curious case 
of  internet virality, 
with the world watch-
ing to see whether this 
scoop of  “medicinal in-
dulgence” is fact, fic-
tion, or just clever 
marketing.

Aeroplane-sized 
asteroids approaching 

earth fast

An asteroid roughly 
the size of  an aero-
plane is set to make a 
close  approach to 
Earth today, but NASA 
has confirmed there is 
no threat of  impact.

The space rock, des-
i g n a t e d  2 0 2 5 - T N 2 , 
measures approxi -
mately 87 feet (26.5 me-
tres) in diameter and is 
the largest among four 
asteroids currently 
tracked by NASA’s 
Near-Earth Object Ob-
servations Program. It 
will pass safely at a dis-
tance of  around 1.34 
million kilometres 
from Earth — more 
than three times the 
d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n 
Earth and the Moon.

Despite its relatively 
close pass, NASA has 
assured the public that 
the asteroid poses no 
danger, with no risk of  
collision. The object is 
traveling at a high ve-
locity, as is typical for 
near-Earth asteroids, 
and will continue on 
its solar orbit after the 
flyby.

While 2025-TN2 is 
not large enough to 
cause serious damage 
even if  it were on a col-
lision course, the event 

highlights the impor-
tance of  NASA’s ongo-
ing planetary defense 
efforts. The agency 
monitors thousands of  
near-Earth objects 
( N E O s ) ,  m a n y  o f  
which are discovered 
each month, to track 
their trajectories and 
assess any potential 
hazards.

Asteroids of  this 
size pass near Earth 
fairly frequently. How-
ever, NASA and other 
space agencies have in-
creased their vigilance 
following high-profile 
asteroid events and on-
going interest in plan-
etary defense missions 
like DART (Double As-
teroid Redirection 
Test).

This latest  flyby 
serves as a reminder 
of  the dynamic nature 
of  our solar system — 
and the crucial role 
that scientific observa-
tion and early warning 
systems play in keep-
ing Earth safe from ce-
lestial threats.

For now, Earth re-
mains safe, and 2025-
TN2 will continue its 
cosmic journey well 
away from har m’s 
reach.
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Ahmedabad Recommended to Host 2030 
Commonwealth Games

Ahmedabad is on track to 
host the 2030 Common-
wealth Games after receiv-
ing a strong recommenda-
tion from the Executive 
Board (EB) of  Common-
wealth Sport.  The an-
nouncement came on Octo-
ber 15, 2025, signaling a 
major sporting milestone 
for the city and India.

The EB’s recommenda-
tion is a significant step in 
the bidding process, posi-
tioning Ahmedabad as the 
preferred host for the pres-
tigious multi-sport event, 
which will mark the cente-
nary edition of  the Com-
monwealth Games. While 
the final decision will be 
formally made at the Com-
monwealth Sport General 
Assembly scheduled in 
Glasgow on November 26, 
2025, this is widely expect-
ed to be a procedural for-
mality given the board’s 
endorsement.

Ahmedabad’s bid has 
been bolstered by extensive 
preparations and infra-
structure development, in-
cluding the construction of  
the state-of-the-art Veer Sa-
varkar Sports Complex. 
The complex is expected to 
serve as one of  the main 

venues for the Games, 
showcasing the city’s readi-
ness to host a large-scale 
inter national sporting 
event.

T h e  C o m m o n we a l t h 
Games, held every four 
years, bring together ath-
letes from countries across 

the Commonwealth to com-
pete in various sports, pro-
moting camaraderie, unity, 
and sporting excellence. 
Hosting the 2030 Games 
will  not only enhance 
Ahmedabad’s global sport-
ing profile but also drive 
infrastructure growth, 

tourism, and economic ac-
tivity in the region.

This will be a landmark 
event for India, marking 
the country’s increasing 
prominence in the global 
sports arena. Ahmedabad’s 
successful bid follows In-
dia’s hosting of  the 2010 

Commonwealth Games in 
New Delhi and reflects the 
country’s ambition to con-
tinue playing a significant 
role in international sports.

L o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  a n d 
sports authorities have ex-
pressed confidence that 
Ahmedabad’s facilities 
and organizational capa-
bilities will meet the high 
standards expected for the 
Games. The city’s rich cul-
tural heritage and modern 
amenities are also seen as 
an advantage in welcoming 
athletes and visitors from 
across the Commonwealth.

Once officially confirmed 
at the November General 
Assembly, Ahmedabad will 
join the ranks of  elite host 
cities that have staged the 
Commonwealth Games, 
benefiting from years of  
planning, investment, and 
international attention.

I n  s u m m a r y , 
Ahmedabad’s recommen-
dation by the Common-
wealth Sport Executive 
Board marks a promising 
future for the 2030 Com-
monwealth Games, with 
the  f inal  approval  ex-
pected soon,  signaling 
India’s continued rise as 
a global sports host.

Tearful Naomi Osaka Battles Injury to Reach Japan 
Open Quarter-Finals

Naomi Osaka fought 
through pain and emotion 
to secure a hard-fought vic-
tory and reach the quarter-

finals of  the Japan Open on 
Wednesday, marking a 
poignant moment for the 
home favorite playing on 

Japanese soil for the first 
time in three years.

The top-seeded Osaka 
faced defending champion 

Suzan Lamens in a grip-
ping three-set match, even-
tually winning 7-6 (8/6), 3-6, 
6-2 in a contest lasting two 
hours and 20 minutes. Osa-
ka’s victory was marked by 
resilience as she battled an 
injury that forced a medical 
timeout when she was lead-
ing 5-0 in the deciding set.

During  the  medical 
break, Osaka received 
treatment for a left leg in-
jury and returned to the 
court with heavy strapping 
on her thigh. Despite the 
discomfort, she managed to 
close out the match after 
dropping two games post-
treatment. The four-time 
Grand Slam champion was 
visibly emotional, wiping 
away tears after hitting the 
winning backhand shot and 
later describing the match 
as a mentally tough battle.

“Emotionally I was going 
through a lot  in this 
match,” Osaka said. “And 
then in the third set I tried 
m y  b e s t  t o  h ave  n o 
regrets.”

Osaka admitted she had 
taken painkillers to man-
age the pain but acknowl-

edged the injury “doesn’t 
feel good.” She explained 
her limited mobility, say-
ing, “I couldn’t really move 
that well.” However, she 
remains optimistic about 
her recovery, adding, “It’s 
not good, but I think I’m a 
fast healer so it should be 
OK for my next match.”

The 27-year-old Osaka is 
returning to competitive 
tennis after a strong show-
ing at the US Open, where 
she reached the semi-fi-
n a l s  b e fo re  l o s i n g  t o 
Amanda Anisimova. This 
marks her first major tour-
nament progress beyond 
the second week since she 
won her second Australian 
Open title in 2021.

Osaka will next face Ro-
mania’s Jaqueline Cris-
tian in the quarter-finals, 
hoping to continue her 
comeback despite the in-
jury setback. Fans and an-
alysts alike are keenly 
watching the Japanese 
star’s perfor mance, in-
spired by her grit and de-
t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p l a y 
through adversity in front 
of  her home crowd.

Virat Kohli Quashes ODI Retirement Rumors 
Ahead of Australia Series

Virat Kohli has put to 
rest all speculation about 
his One Day International 
(ODI) future ahead of  In-
dia’s  upcoming series 
against Australia. The for-
mer captain, who has re-
tired from Test and T20I 
cricket, remains active only 
in the ODI format. Kohli’s 
recent cryptic social media 
post on X (formerly Twit-
ter) — “The only time you 
truly fail, is when you de-
cide to give up” — was 
widely interpreted as a re-
sponse to rumors about his 
potential retirement.

With the 2027 ODI World 
Cup approaching, fans and 
cricket experts have been 
debating whether Kohli 
will continue representing 
India in the limited-overs 
format. Some Australian 
players speculated that this 
tour Down Under could be 
his last. However, sources 
close to the team clarified 
that Kohli’s post was meant 
to silence doubts about his 
commitment.

During the squad an-
nouncement, chief  selector 
Ajit Agarkar confirmed 
that Kohli, along with Rohit 
Sharma, has been selected 
with the 2027 World Cup in 
mind. “Not as far as I know. 
They have met the required 

fitness standards and are 
part of  our plans for the 
World Cup,” Agarkar said. 
He dismissed rumors of  re-
tirement, emphasizing that 
the selection was based on 
current fitness and form.

India’s head coach Gau-

tam Gambhir also ad-
dressed the issue following 
India’s 2-0 series win over 
the West Indies. He stressed 
the importance of  focusing 
on the present and ex-
pressed hope that the expe-
rienced duo of  Kohli and 

Rohit would perform well 
in Australia’s challenging 
conditions. “The 50-over 
World Cup is still two and a 
half  years away. Their ex-
perience will be crucial,” 
Gambhir added.

With Kohli and Rohit 

both cleared for selection 
and committed to  the 
team, the cricket frater-
nity can expect the veter-
ans to continue their con-
tributions in  the  ODI 
for mat for at least the 
next couple of  years.

Lakshya Sen and Satwik 
Advance to Denmark 

Open 2025

Indian badminton stars Lak-
shya Sen and the men’s doubles 
pair of  Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty made a 
strong start at the Denmark 
Open 2025, progressing into the 
tournament’s pre-quarterfinals 
with impressive wins in their 
opening matches.

Competing at the Jyske Bank 
Arena, world No. 21 Lakshya 
Sen faced Ireland’s Nhat Nguy-
en, ranked 28th in men’s singles. 
Sen recovered from a slow start 
to clinch a thrilling three-game 
victory with scores of  10-21, 21-
8, 21-18 in a match lasting one 
hour and 19 minutes. Sen lost 
the first game decisively but 
bounced back strongly in the 
second, conceding only eight 
points to force a decider. The fi-
nal game was tightly contested, 
with both players exchanging 
points before Sen held his nerve 
to secure the win. This victory 
marked Sen’s third triumph in 
four matches against Nguyen. 
Notably, Lakshya Sen was a 
semi-finalist at the Paris 2024 
Olympics, and this win bolsters 
his confidence moving forward 
in the tournament.

In men’s doubles, the Indian 
duo Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 

and Chirag Shetty, seeded sixth, 
overcame the Scottish pair 
Christopher Grimley and Mat-
thew Grimley 17-21, 21-11, 21-17. 
The match lasted one hour and 
four minutes and saw the Indian 
pair recover after losing the 
first game 17-21. Satwik and Chi-
rag responded emphatically in 
the second, dominating 21-11 to 
level the contest. The final game 
was fiercely competitive, with 
the Scottish duo holding a nar-
row 11-10 lead at the interval. 
However, the Indians surged 
ahead in the second half, win-
ning 11 of  the next 17 points to 
seal their place in the next 
round. Satwik and Chirag are 
looking to improve on their re-
cent performances, where they 
finished runners-up at the Hong 
Kong Open and China Masters 
last month.

On the other hand, Indian 
mixed doubles pair Mohit 
Jaglan and Lakshita Jaglan 
faced an early exit after losing 
21-14, 21-11 to Indonesia’s Adnan 
Maulana and Indah Cahya Sari 
Jamil.

As the Denmark Open pro-
gresses, Indian shuttlers will be 
hoping to carry this momentum 
deeper into the competition.

India Junior Hockey Team 
Falls 2-4 to Australia at 

Sultan of Johor Cup 2025

The Indian Junior Men’s 
Hockey Team faced a 2-4 defeat 
against Australia in their fourth 
pool-stage match of  the Sultan 
of  Johor Cup 2025 held in Johor, 
Malaysia. The Blue Colts’ goals 
came from Captain Rohit (22’) 
and Arshdeep Singh (60’), while 
Australia’s goals were scored by 
Oscar Sproule (39’, 42’), Andrew 
Patrick (40’), and their Captain 
Dylan Downey (51’).

The first quarter was closely 
contested, with India dominat-
ing possession and controlling 
the tempo. Australia had an ear-
ly chance, but Indian goalkeeper 
Prince Deep Singh made a cru-
cial save. India’s attacking pres-
sure continued, and despite a 
missed penalty corner flick by 
Anmol Ekka in the 17th minute, 
Rohit successfully converted a 
penalty corner in the 22nd min-
ute to give India the lead.

In the third quarter, Australia 
staged a strong comeback, scor-
ing three consecutive goals. Os-
car Sproule equalized in the 
39th minute with a well-placed 

strike from the right flank. A 
minute later, Andrew Patrick 
put Australia ahead with a de-
flection during a penalty corner. 
Sproule then scored his second 
goal in the 42nd minute with a 
powerful backhand shot, turn-
ing the tide firmly in Australia’s 
favor.

India tried to respond, win-
ning a penalty corner in the 49th 
minute, but Rohit’s flick missed 
the target. Australia extended 
their lead when Captain Dylan 
Downey scored from their fifth 
penalty corner in the 51st min-
ute. In the final minute, Arsh-
deep Singh scored a skillful de-
flection to close the gap to 2-4, 
but India couldn’t find another 
goal before the final whistle.

This loss puts India’s hopes 
in  the  tour nament  under 
pressure as they prepare for 
their remaining matches in 
the pool stage. The Blue Colts 
will need to regroup and focus 
on their upcoming fixtures to 
stay in contention at the Sul-
tan of  Johor Cup.
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Gatha Vaibhavam Secures 
PrimeShow Backing for 

Grand Release

The much-anticipated epic 
fantasy drama Gatha Vaib-
havam has received a major 
boost ahead of  its release. The 
film, starring SS Dushyanth 
and Ashika Ranganath in lead 
roles, is set to hit theatres on 
November 14, 2025, and excite-
ment around the project has 
intensified with the announce-
ment that PrimeShow Enter-
tainment has acquired its Tel-
ugu distribution rights.

The acquisition, led by K. 
Niranjan Reddy and Chaitanya 
Reddy, positions Gatha Vaib-
havam for a massive release 
across Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, ensuring a strong 
theatrical presence in key mar-
kets. PrimeShow will also han-

dle distribution in North 
America and Canada, marking 
the film’s entry into the global 
market  with substantial 
backing.

Written and directed by 
Suni, the film promises to be a 
visually grand spectacle that 
intertwines mythology, rein-
carnation, and timeless ro-
mance. Produced jointly by 
Suni Cinemas and Servegara 
Silver Screens, Gatha Vaib-
havam explores the enduring 
power of  love and destiny 
through multiple eras, offering 
audiences a sweeping cinemat-
ic experience.

Industry insiders reveal that 
the movie boasts world-class 
VFX, intricate production de-

sign, and an emotionally lay-
ered narrative, setting high 
expectations among fans and 
critics alike. With PrimeShow 
Entertainment’s proven distri-
bution network and promo-
tional strength, the film is ex-
pected to enjoy an expansive 
release and strong box-office 
debut.

As anticipation builds, Ga-
tha Vaibhavam is being hailed 
as one of  the most ambitious 
fantasy dramas in recent Telu-
gu cinema. Its blend of  mythol-
ogy, emotion, and spectacle—
paired with a powerhouse 
team both on and off-screen—
positions it as a potential 
game-changer ahead of  its 
grand November 14 release.

Ajay Bhupathi to Launch Mahesh Babu’s Nephew 
Jaya Krishna

Jatadhara Registers 
₹2.91 Crore in Two 
Days Worldwide

Peddi’s “Chikiri Chikiri” 
Storms YouTube with 53 
Million Views in 35 Hours

Peddi’s debut single, 
“Chikiri Chikiri,” has 
taken the internet by 
storm, smashing view-
ership records within 
hours of  its release. 
Published on November 
9, 2025, at 4:00 PM IST, 
the peppy number has 
crossed a whopping 53 
million views in just 35 
hours, making it the 
fastest Indian track to 
surpass the 50-million 
milestone. The song has 
also garnered over 1.1 
million likes, reflecting 
its massive popularity 
among fans.

Composed by Oscar-
winning maestro A.R. 
Rahman, the track has 
become an instant 
chartbuster. Sung by 
M o h i t  C h a u h a n , 
“ C h i k i r i  C h i k i r i ” 
blends vibrant beats 
with a catchy rural 
rhythm, perfectly cap-
turing the rustic ener-
gy of  the film it repre-
sents. The music video 
features superstar Ram 
Charan in a dynamic 
avatar, alongside Janh-
vi Kapoor, who plays 
the female lead.

The song’s lively cho-
reography by Jani Mas-
ter has further added to 
its viral appeal, inspir-
ing fans to create dance 
reels and challenges 
across social media 
platforms. Within a day 
of  release, the track has 
dominated music charts 
and trending  l is ts 
nationwide.

“Chikiri Chikiri” 
serves as the first single 
from Peddi’s upcoming 
rural sports drama, di-
rected by Buchi Babu 
Sana of  Uppena fame. 
The much-awaited pan-
Indian film also stars 
Shiva Rajkumar, Divy-
enndu Shar ma, and 
Jagapathi Babu in key 
roles.

Produced by Vriddhi 
Cinemas, the movie is 
slated for a March 27, 
2026 release. With its 
record-breaking start, 
“Chikiri Chikiri” has 
set sky-high expecta-
tions for the film’s 
soundtrack and sto-
ryline, positioning Ped-
di’s debut as one of  the 
most anticipated cine-
matic events of  2026.

Rashmika’s The 
Girlfriend Crosses $200K 

in North America

Rashmika Mandan-
na’s latest romantic dra-
ma, The Girlfriend, is 
making steady waves at 
the box office. Released 
in theatres just a couple 
of  days ago, the film has 
managed to collect over 
$200,000 in North Amer-
ica, marking a promis-
ing start for the star-
driven project.

Directed by Rahul 
Ravindran, The Girl-
friend features Rashmi-
ka Mandanna in the 
lead role, with Deek-
shith Shetty playing her 
romantic counterpart. 
The film has received a 
warm response from au-
diences abroad, particu-
larly among the Telugu-
speaking diaspora. With 
positive word-of-mouth 
beginning to spread, 
trade analysts note that 
the upcoming weekend 
will be crucial in deter-
mining how far the 
film’s overseas numbers 
can go.

Producers Vidya Kop-
pineedi and Dheeraj 
Mogilinen expressed 
satisfaction with the 
early performance, cit-
ing the emotional depth 
and relatable storytell-
ing as key reasons be-
hind the strong re-

s p o n s e .  T h e  f i l m 
explores the dynamics 
of  modern relation-
ships and emotional re-
silience, with Rashmi-
ka’s portrayal earning 
praise for its authentic-
ity and maturity.

Supporting perfor-
mances by Rao Ramesh, 
Anu Emmanuel, and Ro-
hini Molleti add further 
depth to the narrative. 
On the technical front, 
the movie features mu-
sic by Hesham Abdul 
Wahab, known for his 
soulful compositions, 
while Prashanth R Vi-
hari has crafted the en-
gaging backg round 
score that enhances the 
f i l m ’ s  e m o t i o n a l 
texture.

With its blend of  
heartfelt storytelling 
and engaging perfor-
mances, The Girlfriend 
is emerging as a steady 
performer in overseas 
markets. As it heads 
into a key weekend, in-
dustry observers pre-
dict the film could sig-
nificantly boost its tally, 
solidifying Rashmika’s 
position as one of  Indi-
an cinema’s most bank-
able female leads in 
both domestic and in-
ternational circuits.
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A new star from the 
i l lustrious  Ghatta -
maneni family is ready 
to enter Telugu cine-
ma. Jaya Krishna Ghat-
tamaneni, grandson of  
the legendary Super-
star Krishna and son of  
the late Ramesh Babu, 
is all set to make his 
silver-screen debut. 
The young actor, who is 
also Mahesh Babu’s 
nephew, has been pre-
paring intensely for his 
launch under the direc-
tion of  Ajay Bhupathi, 
known for his distinc-
tive storytelling style.

Sources reveal that 
Jaya Krishna has un-
dergone rigorous train-
ing in acting, action, 
dance,  and overal l 
screen presence to en-
sure a strong debut. In-
dustry insiders are al-
ready curious to see 
how the promising 
newcomer carries for-
ward his family’s cine-
matic legacy.

The project will be 
presented by veteran 
producer Ashwini Dutt 
under the prestigious 
Vy j aya n t h i  M ov i e s 
banner, continuing the 
production house’s 
long-standing associa-
tion with the Ghatta-
maneni family. This 
collaboration holds 

sentimental value, as 
Vyjayanthi Movies ear-
lier produced the block-
buster Agni Parvatham 
with Superstar Krish-
na and later introduced 
Mahesh Babu through 
t h e  1 9 9 9  h i t  R a j a 
Kumarudu.

Wi t h  A g n i  P a r -
vatham and Raja Ku-
marudu being mile-
s t o n e s  i n  T e l u g u 
cinema, this upcoming 
project aims to intro-
duce the third genera-
tion of  the iconic film 
family with equal gran-
deur. Director Ajay 
Bhupathi, best known 
for RX 100 and Manga-
lavaaram, is expected 
to craft a fresh narra-
tive that blends mass 
appeal with emotional 
depth, setting the per-
fect  stage for Jaya 
Krishna’s launch.

Backed by one of  Tol-
lywood’s most respect-
ed banners and a prov-
e n  d i r e c t o r,  t h i s 
yet-to-be-titled film is 
among the most await-
ed debut ventures in re-
cent memory. Fans of  
the Ghattamaneni fam-
ily eagerly await an of-
ficial announcement 
and first look, marking 
the beginning of  a new 
cinematic chapter for 
the superstar lineage.

Nava Dalapathy Sudheer 
Babu’s latest outing, Jatad-
hara, hit theatres on Friday 
amid decent pre-release buzz. 
However, the supernatural 
thriller has struggled to live 
up to expectations, both criti-
cally and commercially. Ac-
cording to official reports, the 
film has managed to collect 
₹2.91 crore gross worldwide 
over its first two days — a fig-
ure that signals a weak start 
for a project of  its scale.

Despite an intriguing con-
cept and strong visuals, Jat-
adhara has reportedly failed 
to connect with mainstream 
audiences. The film’s pacing 
and screenplay have received 
mixed reviews, resulting in 
limited word-of-mouth trac-
tion. Trade analysts note that 
the coming days will be cru-
cial for the film’s box office 
fate, as competition from new 
releases could further dent its 
collections.

Directed by Umesh Kumar 
Bansal, Jatadhara features 
Sonakshi  Sinha,  Divya 

Khossla, Shilpa Shirodkar, 
and Indira Krishna in pivotal 
roles alongside Sudheer 
Babu. The ensemble cast had 
raised expectations for a grip-
ping supernatural experi-
ence, but early responses sug-
gest that the execution fell 
short of  its potential.

The film is jointly produced 
by Umesh Kumar Bansal, 
Shivin Narang, Aruna Agar-
wal, Prerna Arora, Shilpa 
Singhal, and Nikhil Nanda 
under multiple banners. The 
music and background score 
have been composed by Ra-
jeev Raj, adding a haunting 
touch to the film’s atmospher-
ic tone.

With its modest box office 
performance, Jatadhara faces 
an uphill battle to recover 
production costs. The makers 
and fans are now hoping for a 
turnaround over the week-
end, but given the current 
trend, sustaining strong num-
bers may prove challenging 
for Sudheer Babu’s latest su-
pernatural venture.


