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F o r m e r  I n d i a n 
cricket captain Mo-
hammad Azharud-
din was sworn in as 

a minister in Telangana 
CM A Revanth Reddy’s 
cabinet on Friday. At a 
simple ceremony held at 
Raj Bhavan, Governor 
Jishnu Dev Verma ad-
ministered the oath to 
the former Indian skip-
per in the presence of  
the Chief  Minister and 
other important leaders.

With Azharuddin’s in-
clusion, the total st 
rength of  the cabinet ro 
se to 16, leaving room for 
two more ministers ag 
ainst the assembly st 
rength cap of  18. After th 
e swearing-in, Azharud-
din thanked Congress 
president Mallikarjun 

Kharge, Sonia Gandhi, 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, and KC 
Venugopal. He expressed 
gladness and gratitude to 
the high command and 
his supporters, promis-
ing to honestly work on 

whatever portfolio is giv-
en to him and work for 
the upliftment of  the 
dow ntro dden. Azharud-
din was nominated as a 
Member of  the Legisla-
tive Council (MLC) un-
der the Governor’s quo-
ta, though the appoin 
tment awaits the Gover-
nor’s final clearance. His 
induction is viewed as a 
crucial step by the Con-
gress Party, especially in 
light of  the ongoing Jubi-
lee Hills bypoll, where the 
over one lakh Muslim vot-
ers are seen as a decisive 
factor. The move also ad-
dresses the lack of  minor-
ity representation in the 
state cabinet — a request 
made by the Telangana 
Congress to the senior 
party lead ership. When 
questioned ab out BJP’s 
charge that his induction 
was timed just before the 
bypoll, Az haruddin dis-

missed it, stating that 
elections and making a 
minister are separate 
matters and that it is the 
gover nme nt’s  prer 
ogative.

Regarding Union Min-
ister G. Kishan Reddy’s 
comments about cases 
against him bringing dis-
repute, Azharuddin as-
serted he does not need 
certificates on patriotism 
from anyone, stating, “I 
know what I have done for 
the country.”

The AICC’s approval 
for his name was also seen 
by some Congress leaders 
as strategically beneficial 
in view of  the upcoming 
assembly polls in Bihar, 
which has a large chunk 
of  Muslim voters. The ap-
pointment is considered a 
significant political state-
ment by the Congress to 
consolidate minority sup-
port across the region.
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H yderabad: Ch 
ief  Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy on 
Friday said that 

key welfare initiatives 
such as the supply of  
fine rice through fair 
price shops, 200 units 
of  free power, free bus 
travel for women, and 
ration card schemes 
could be discontinued 
if  the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) won the 
Jubilee Hills by-ele 
ction. Addressing a 
corner meeting in Ven-
galrao Nagar, he al-
leged that the BRS was 
opposing women’s wel-
fare sc hemes and at-
tempting to create dis-
cord am ong auto 
drivers. “The BRS is 
raking up sentiment, 
but Jubilee Hills needs 
development. Elect 
Naveen Yadav and I 
will show what real de-
velopment me ans,” he 
said. Revanth Reddy 
criticised the late sit-
ting MLA Maganti 

Gopinath, claiming 
that despite serving 
three terms, he had 
failed to push for local 
development. “Did he 
ever bring up Vengal-
rao Nagar’s issues in 
the Assembly or ap-
proach us for any de-
velopmental work?” 
the Chief  Minister as 
ked. He noted that in 
recent months, several 
ministers had secured 
sanction of  hundreds 
of  crores for local 
works. “Should these 
development activities 
stop midway?” he ask 
ed. Revanth Reddy also 
referred to the Secun-
derabad Cantonment 
by-election, stating 
that the BRS had previ-
ously tried to invoke 
sentiment there as 
well. “But people chose 
Congress and voted for 
development,” he said.

Citing a past in-
stance, he recalled that 
after the death of  for-
mer CLP leader P Ja-
nardhan Reddy in 2007, 
then TDP chief  N 
Chandrababu Naidu 
had supported a unani-

mous election. “How-
ever, the BRS broke 
that tradition by field-
ing its own candidate,” 
he remarked.

The Chief  Minister 
further accused Union 
Minister G Kishan 
Reddy of  stalling Hy-
derabad’s key projects, 
including Metro expan-
sion and the Musi Riv-
er development. “The 
BJP and BRS nexus is 
like a fevicol bond,” he 
said, alleging that the 
BRS had supported the 
BJP in the previous 
parliamentary electi 
ons. Despite facing poll 
code restrictions, Re-
vanth Reddy reiterated 
his commitment to im-
proving education for 
film workers’ children 
and assured that a stat-
ue of  former Chief  
Minister N T Rama Ra 
o would be installed at 
Ameerpet. “I will un-
veil the statue as the 
Chief  Minister of  Tel-
angana,” he said, ap-
pealing to Ayyappa 
devotees to support 
Congress candidate 
Naveen Yadav.

Welfare schemes will be 
withdrawn if BRS wins 

bypoll: CM Revanth

CPM Leader Killed in Khammam, 
Dy CM Orders Crackdown
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T elangana’s Com 
munist Party of  
India (Marxist) 
( C P M )  l e a d e r 

Samineni Rama Rao 
was allegedly mur-
dered, his body found 
with bleeding injuries 
in the early morning 
hours in Patharlapadu 
village, Chintakani ma 
ndal, Madhira constit-
uency of  Khammam 
district. State police of-
ficials confirmed that 
they reached the spot 
under Chintakani Po-
lice Station limits and 
have launched a probe.

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka express ed 
shock and grief  over 
the murder, stro ngly 
warning that the crime 

“will not go unpun-
ished” and reaffirming 
that “there is no place 
for polluted politics of  
violence” in Te langan 
a. The Deputy CM in-
structed Khammam 
police officers to main-
tain law and order and 
utilize all means — in-
cluding clue teams, 
sniffer dogs, cyber te 
ams, and modern tech-
nology — to arrest the 
culprits immedi ately. 
In an official state-
ment, Dy CM Vikra-
mar ka assured the de-
ceased leader’s family 
of  the government’s fu 
ll support and deep co 
ndolence. Samineni 
Rama Rao was a forme 
r sarpa nch and a 
farmer union leader in 
the area.The motive of  
the killing and the 
identities of  the assail-
ants are yet to be estab-

lished. The police have 
registered a case of  
murder and are con-
ducting a th orough in-
vestigation, including 
the collection of  foren-
sic evidence from the 
crime scene. The inci-
dent has sparked po-
litical tensions in 
Khammam, with oppo-
sition parties demand-
ing a tran sparent and 
speedy investigation. 
Deputy CM Vikrama 
rka’s sw ift response is 
aimed at quelling any 
potential law and or-
der issues and sending 
a clear message of  zero 
tolerance for political 
violence, especially in 
his home district of  
Kham mam. The po-
lice are reportedly 
questioning local indi-
viduals and political 
rivals to develop a lead 
in the case.
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C hief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy con-
ducted an aerial 
survey of  the flood-

ravaged areas in the erst-
while Warangal district 
and Husnabad Assembly 
constituency. Following 
the survey, the CM an-
nounced relief  for affect-
ed farmers and families.

An ex gratia of  ₹5 lakh 
will be provided to the 
bereaved families of  
flood victims, ₹15,000 
each to families whose 
houses were submerged, 
Indiramma houses to the 
most affected families, 
and special assistance 
for those who lost live-
stock and standing crops.

During the official re-
view of  flood damages in 
Warangal, the CM in-
structed officials of  all 
departments to prepare a 

comprehensive report 
immediately on damages 
caused by the flash floods 
and heavy rains, cover-
ing crop damages, sand 
deposits on farmlands, 
loss of  life, livestock, and 
infrastructure.

The CM appealed to pe 
ople’s representatives to 
support the administra-
tion during the damage 
enumeration and to sub-
mit their own repor ts.

The Chief  Minister en-
quired about central as-
sistance and instructed 
officials to expedite the 

process of  seeking re-
quired relief  funds from 
the Union government, 
warning them against 
any delay. Emphasizing 
the need for a permanent 
solution to flood manage-
ment, CM Revanth Red-
dy noted a “lack of  coor-
dination” between depa 
rtments and ordered all 
wings to work in tandem. 
He instructed officials to 
launch a drive for the de-
moli tion of  nala en-
croachments in Waran-
gal city, stating that they 
should proceed with a 

“clear vision and strict 
measures” to protect the 
interests of  the majo rity.

The CM stressed that 
coordination between 
the Municipal Adminis-
tration and Irrigation 
Departments is manda-
tory to clear encroach-
ments at nalas and water 
bodies. He instructed of-
ficials to prepare a spe-
cial report on Smart City 
works and constitute a 
coordination committee 
at the field level.

In view of  cloudbursts 
becoming routine due to 
climate change, the CM 
asserted that permanent 
plans must be made, re-
quiring district collectors 
and authorities to con-
duct regular field inspec-
tions. The CM’s directive 
to demolish encroach-
ments is seen as a bold 
step toward long-term ur-
ban resilience, directly 
addressing a root cause of  
flooding.

TPN Bureau|  
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D eputy Chief  Mi 
nister Mallu Bhat-
ti Vikramarka, fol-
lowing a review 

meeting with Finance 
Department officials at 
Praja Bhavan on Friday 
morning, ordered the re-
lease of  a total of  ₹1,032 
crore pertaining to pend 
ing dues of  government 
employees and unpaid 
bills under the Panchay-

at Raj and Roads & 
Buildings (R&B) Depart-
ments for the month of  
October. The Dy CM has 
been systematically 
clearing pending em-
ployee dues carried for-
ward from the previous 
government in a phased 
manner. As part of  this 
ongoing process, dues 
amounting to ₹712 crore 
related to government 
employees have now 
been released as per his 
orders. The government 
has also taken a policy 

decision to clear all 
pending bills below ₹10 
lakh. Accordingly, ₹320 
crore worth of  46,956 
bills under the Panchay-
at Raj and R&B Depart-
ments have been cleared. 
Specifically, ₹95 crore 
covering 3,610 bills un-
der the R&B Depart-
ment (each below ₹10 
lakh) were released. 
Similarly, ₹225 crore per-
taining to 43,364 bills un-
der the Panchayat Raj 
and rural local bodies 
were also cleared. Fi-

nance Department Prin-
cipal Secretary Sandeep 
Kumar Sultania and oth-
er officials participated 
in the review meeting.

This single-go release 
of  over a thousand crore 
rupees underscores the 
government’s commit-
ment to financial disci-
pline and clearing past 
liabilities. The decision 
to prioritize smaller 
bills (below ₹10 lakh) is 
aimed at providing im-
mediate relief  to con-
tractors and small busi-

nesses that were awa 
iting payment.

The focused effort to 
clear employee dues is 
expected to boost morale 
among the state’s work-
force. Deputy CM Vikra-
marka reaffirmed the 
government’s intention 
to streamline the state’s 
finances and ensure that 
gover nment depart-
ments operate without 
financial stress, fulfill-
ing its promise to imple-
ment transparent fiscal 
management.

Dy CM Clears ₹1,032 Cr 
Pending Dues in One Go

CM Revanth Reddy Announces Flood 
Relief, Orders Long-Term Plan
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The State Government 

Is Taking Further Steps 
To Provide Pollution-F 
ree Transportation Serv 
ices In Hyderabad City. T 
ransport And Bc Welfare 
Minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar Held A Key Revi 
ew Meeting At The Sec-
retariat With Special C 
hief  Secretary Vikas Raj 
And Rtc Md Nagireddy T 
o Discuss Challenges 
And Infrastructure N 
eeds For The Operation 
Of  Electric Buses Allo-
cated To Hyderabad Un-
der The Pm E-Drive 
Scheme. The State Gov-
ernment Is Phasing Out 
Diesel Buses And Intro-
ducing Environment-
Friendly Electric Buses 
To Establish The State 
Capital As A 'Clean And 

Green City'. Under The 
Pm E-Drive Scheme, The 
Central Government Is 
Introducing 15,000 Elec-
tric Buses Across Nine 
Cities Nationwide, With 
2,000 Electric Buses 
Sanctioned For Hy-
derabad. The Central 
Government Provides A 
Subsidy Of  ₹35 Lakh Per 
Bus. The Central Gov-
ernment Has Called For 
Tenders For These Buses 
On November 6th. The 
Review Focused On In-
frastructure Require-
ments, Technical Opera-
tions, And Challenges 
Being Faced In Operat-
ing E-Buses. The State 
Already Has An Ev Poli-
cy To Further Promote 
Electric Vehicles (2, 3, 
And 4-Wheelers, Buses, 
Trucks, And Tractors) 

By Providing Tax Bene-
fits. Telangana Was The 
First State To Introduce 
Electric Buses In The 
Country With 40 Units In 
March 2019. The Tgsrtc 
(Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation) 
Plans To Add 1010 Addi-
tional Electric Buses (510 
Intercity And 500 City 
Buses) Under Its 2023 
Procurement Plan, With 
Letters Of  Award Al-
ready Issued. Currently, 
775 Electric Buses (510 
Intercity And 265 City 
Buses) Are Operating, 
With The Remaining 275 
Expected By March 2026. 
Minister Prabhakar Ad-
dressed Concerns Raised 
With Oem Representati 
ves Regarding Non-Com-
pliance With Tender Co 
nditions, Delays In Esta 

blishing Charging In-
frast ructure, Abnormal 
Delays In E-Bus Deliver-
ies, And Poor Perform 
ance (Higher Breakdown 
Frequency And Accident 
Rates Compared To Die-
sel Buses). The State Go 
vernment Assured Full 
Cooperation And Sup-
port, Promising To Time-
ly Establish Upstream 
Hig h-Tension (Ht) Pow-
er Connections In Select-
ed Depots For Smooth 
Operations Under The 
Pm E-Drive Scheme. 
Oems A re Expected To 
Strictly Adhere To Deliv-
ery Timelines, Complete 
Downstream Charging 
Infrastructure, And Re-
cruit Qualified Staff  To 
Achieve Performance L 
evels Comparable To Die-
sel Buses.

Telangana Pushes Clean 
Transit with 2,000 E-Buses
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Babu, Minister For It A 
nd Industries, Govern-
ment Of  Telangana, St 
ated That For The State 
G ove r n m e n t ,  G d p 
(Gross Domestic Prod-
uct) Means 'Gross Em-
powerment Of  People' 
(Gep). Speaking At The 
Cii (Confederation Of  
Indian Industry) So 
uthern Regional Coun-
cil Meeting Held At Itc 
Kakatiya, Begumpet, 
The Minister Laid Out 
The State's Develop-
ment Roadmap De-
signed To Make Telan-
g a n a  A  K e y  C o 
ntributor To India's G 
oal Of  Becoming A $15 
Trillion Economy. Deli 
vering The Keynote 
Address On "Driving 
Industrial Growth And 
Innovation: Telanga-
na’s Roadmap To A Th 
ree-Trillion-Dollar Ec 
onomy," He Outlined 
That Telangana's Gr 
owth Model Will Be Bu 
ilt On Three Founda-
tional Pillars: The Ur-
ban Engine (Hyde 
rabad), The Industrial 
Heartland, And The 
Rural Transformation 
Zone. He Emphasized 
The Focus On Creating 
A "Future-Ready Deve 

lopment Model" That 
Prioritizes Speed, Tra 
nsparency, And Inno-
vation. Minister Srid-
har Babu Noted That 
Hyderabad's Gdp Is 
Projected To Reach 
$350 Billion By 2035, 
Transfor ming The 
City Into A Global Cap-
ital For Services, Sus-
tainability, And Smart 
Living, And Setting A 
Benchmark As A Net-
Zero Future City. He 
Highlighted The St 
ate’s Strategic Indus-
trial Geography, Stat-
ing That The Corridor 
Between The Outer Ri 
ng Road (Orr) And The 
Regional Ring Road 
(Rrr) Would Emerge 
As A Key Industrial 
Hub, Designed To Cap-
ture The Global "China 
+ 1" Opportunity. Telan 
gana Is Also Working 
Towards Turning Eve-
ry Farmer Into An En-
trepreneur Through 
Agri-Processing Clus-
ters And Digitally Con-
nected Msmes. The 
Government Aims To 
Generate 20 Gigawatts 
Of  Renewable Energy 
By 2030, Strengthening 
Its Commitment To 
Green Growth. The 
Minister Underscored 
The State’s Expanding 

Innovation Ecosystem 
Anchored By Ai City, 
Ai Innovation Hub, 
Imag e Towers, And T-
Hub Phase 2. Calling 
For Regional Collabo-
ration, Mr. Sridhar 
Babu Urged Southern 
States To Work Togeth-
er To Build A Competi-
tive, Innovation-Driv-
en Manufacturing 
Base, Proposing A 
'Make-In-South, Scale-
For-The-World' Econo-
my. He Invited Indus-
trial Leaders To Co 
nsider Telangana As A 
Reliable Launchpad 
For Global Invest-
ments, Assuring A Sta-
ble And Facilitative 
Policy Environment. 
The State Is Exploring 
A Dedicated Industry–
Government Coordina-
tion Mechanism To 
Strengthen Institution-
al Linkages, Similar To 
Successful Models In 
Other States. The Min-
ister's Address Clearly 
Articulated The Gov-
ernment's Shift From 
A Purely Economic Fo-
cus To An Inclusive, 
People-Centric Devel-
opment Agenda, Aim-
ing For Both Economic 
Prosperity And Social 
Equity.

Telangana Bets on 
‘People Power’ for 
Economic Growth
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A 26-Year-Old Man 
From Bihar Was Arreste 
d By The Police For Alle 
gedly Raping A Woman 
I n  Te l a n g a n a ' s  K a 
maredd y District. The 
Incident Occurred On 
October 26 When The 
Woman Was On Her Way 
To Work In An Agricul-
tural Field. The Accused, 
Identified As A Labourer 
At A Rice Mill, Attacked 

And Injured Her Before 
Committing The Rape 
And Fleeing The Spot. 
Based On The Woman's 
Complaint, A Case Was 
Promptly Registered At 
The Machareddy Police 
Station. During The In-
vestigation, Kamareddy 
District Superintendent 
Of  Police M Rajesh 
Chandra Stated That The 
Police  Successful ly 
Tracked Down The Ac-
cused And Arrested Him 

In Maharashtra's Gondia 
District On Thursday. 
The Swift Action And 
Inter-State Coordination 
Demonstrated The Po-
lice’s Commitment To 
Bringing The Perpetra-
tor To Justice. The Police 
Produced The Accused 
In A Local Court, Which 
Remanded Him To Judi-
cial Custody. The District 
Police Took Immediate 
Measures To Ensure The 
Victim Received Neces-

sary Medical Attention 
And Counselling Sup-
port. Sp Rajesh Chandra 
Emphasized That Strict 
Action Will Be Taken 
Against Crimes Against 
Women And That Spe-
cial Teams Were Formed 
Immediately To Locate 
The Suspect Who Had 
Fled The State. The 
Quick Apprehension Of  
The Accused Sends A 
Strong Message Against 
Such Heinous Crimes, 

Reaffirming The Police 
Department's Focus On 
Vi c t i m  S a f e t y  A n d 
Speedy Justice. The In-
vestigation Is Continu-
ing To Gather All Sup-
p o r t i n g  E v i d e n c e , 
Ensuring A Strong Pros-
ecution In The Fast 
Track Court.  Police 
Urged The Public To 
Repo rt Any Suspicious 
Activity Immediately To 
Help Maintain Law And 
Order.

26-Year-Old Arrested for Rape in Kamareddy

Tpn bureau | Hy-
derabad, Oct 31 

Senior Congress Mla 
And Former Minister P. 
Sudarshan Reddy Was 
Appointed As The Advi-
sor To The Telangana 
Government For The 
Implementation Of  All 
Flagship Welfare And 
D eve l o p m e n t a l  S c 
hemes, With The Rank 
And Status Of  A Cabine 
t Minister. Simultaneou 
sly, Another Congress 
Mla, K. Prem Sagar Ra 
o, Was Appointed As Ch 
airman Of  The Telan-

gana State Civil Sup-
plies Corporation, Also 
With Cabinet Rank Sta-
tus. These Appointme 
nts Were Made Around 
The Time Former Indi-
an Cricket Captain 
Moha mmad Azharud-
din Was Sworn In As A 
Minister. The Move Is 
Widely Seen As A Strate 
gic Effort By The Congr 
ess Government To Pac-
ify Senior Leaders Who 
Were Aspiring For Cab-
inet Berths And Were 
Reportedly Unhappy 
After Being Ignored In 

A Previous Cabinet Ex-
pansion. Sudarshan 
Reddy's Role Is Crucial: 
He Is Tasked With Re-
viewing The Implemen-
tation Of  All Major Wel-
fare And Developmental 
Schemes With District 
Collectors And Depart-
ment Secretaries. His 
Pay, Perquisites, And 
Supporting Staff  Will 
Be Admissible To A Ca 
binet Minister, Includ-
ing Residential Accom-
modation And Minister 
’s Chambers In The Sec-
retariat. Furthermore, 

He Will Be A Special In-
vitee To All Cabinet 
Meetings, Highlighting 
The Significance Of  His 
Position. A Special Ch 
ief  Secretary/Principal 
Secretary Rank Officer 
Will Head The Flagship 
Schemes Unit To Pro-
vide Secretariat Assis-
tance To The Advisor, 
Ensuring High-Level 
Coordination And Mon-
itoring. The Appoint-
ment Addresses The 
Discontent Among Sen-
ior Leaders Like Sudar-
shan Reddy, Prem Sagar 

Rao, Komatireddy Raj-
gopal Reddy, And Mal-
reddy Ranga Reddy. 
With Azharuddin's 
Swearing-In, The Cabi-
net Strength Reached 
16, Leaving Two Berths 
Still Vacant Out Of  A 
Maximum Of  18. The 
Party Is Clearly Em-
ploying These High-
Ranking Political Ap-
p o i n t m e n t s  T o 
Strengthen Its Grip On 
Governance And Main-
tain Party Unity By 
Recognizing Veteran 
Leaders' Experience.

Congress MLA Gets Cabinet-
Rank Post as Govt Advisor

TPN Bureau/ Hy-
derabad, October 31

Telangana, India's 
Largest Rice-Producing 
State, Is Strategically Ex-
panding Its Rice Exports 
Beyond Traditional Buy-
ers, Marking A Signifi-
cant Shift In Its Agricul-
t u r a l  S t r a t e g y.  S 
Mohanty, Advisor To The 
Telangana Government, 
Confirmed That The 
State's Civil Supplies 
Corporation Has Export-
ed Rice To The Philip-
pines For The First 
Time. The Export Con-
sisted Of  The Mtu 1010 
Variety, A Long Grain 
Sticky Rice Preferred In 
The Philippines. The 
State Now Plans To Tar-
get African Countries, 
Including Nigeria And 

Others In West Africa, 
With Parboiled Rice. Mo-
hanty Highlighted Telan-
gana’s Remarkable In-
c re a s e  I n  R i c e  C u 
ltivation Over The Past 
Decade, With Acreage 
Tripling And Production 
Exceeding 20 Million 
Tons Of  Milled Rice This 
Year. The State’s Re-
quirement Is Around 5 
Million Tons, Leaving A 
Surplus Of  About Five 
To Six Million Tons Even 
After Selling To The Cen-
tral Pool, Creating New 
Export Opportunities. 
Furthermore, Telangana 
Is Actively Promoting 
Sustainable And Cli-
mate-Friendly Cultiva-
tion Practices That Use 
Less Water And Reduce 
Methane Emissions. 

This Includes Encourag-
ing Farmers To Grow 
Rice In Non-Flooding 
Conditions And Intro-
ducing New Low-Meth-
ane Emitting Varieties. 
The Government Is Mak-
ing This Change 'De-
mand-Driven', Assuring 
Farmers That Sustaina-
ble Practices Will Lead 

To Assured Markets And 
Better Prices, Thereby 
Encouraging Voluntary 
Participation. Mohanty 
Predicted India’s Rice 
Surplus Could Reach 30 
Million Tons By 2030, 
Emphasizing The Need 
To Diversify Exports Be-
yond A Handful Of  Popu-
lar Types. He Pointed 

Out That Telangana 
Sona, For Example, Has 
A Low Glycemic Index 
(Gi) Of  Less Than 50. He 
Concluded That India's 
Future As The Largest 
Rice Exporter Lies In 
Sustainable Growth, 
More Nutritious Pro-
duce, And Targeting Pre-
mium Global Markets.

TELANGANA EXPANDS RICE EXPORTS TO 
PHILIPPINES, EYES AFRICAN MARKETS
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Tpn bureau, hyd
Ministers Vakiti Sri-

hari And Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao Inaugurated 
The New Congress Party 
Office In The Vengal Rao 
Nagar Division Of  The 
Jubilee Hills Constitu-
ency. Speaking At The 
Meeting Held On The Oc-
casion, Minister Vakiti 
Srihari Expressed Confi-
dence That The Congress 
Party Candidate Naveen 
Yadav’s Victory In Jubi-
lee Hills Is Certain. He 
Stated That The Entire 
Electorate Is Looking To-

wards The Congress Par-
ty. He Urged Party Cadre 
To Ensure The Success 
Of  The Chief  Minister’s 
Roadshow Scheduled For 
The Evening. Minister 
Srihari Claimed That 
The Brs Is Already 
gripped By The Fear Of  
Defeat. He Warned That 
The Brs Is Likely To 
Make Vicious Attempts 
And Cautioned Party 
Workers To Remain 
Alert Until The Voting 
Process Is Completed. 
The Inauguration Of  
The New Office In A Key 

Division Is Part Of  The 
Congress Party’s Strate-
gy To Intensify Its Grass-
roots Campaign Ahead 
Of  The By-Poll. Minister 
Tummala Nageswara 
Rao Also Addressed The 
Workers, Emphasizing 
That The People’s Sup-
port For The Indiramma 
Government Is Clearly 
Visible On The Ground. 
The Presence Of  Two 
Key Ministers At The In-
auguration Underscores 
The High Stakes Of  The 
Jubilee Hills Seat For 
The Ruling Congress 

Party. The Party Is Mobi-
lizing Its Full Organiza-
tional Strength To En-
sure A Clear Victory. The 
Focus On A Vigilant 
Campaign Reflects The 
Anticipated Tense Con-
test With The Main Op-
position Brs. The Con-
gress Leadership Is 
Directly Involving Senior 
Cabinet Members To 
Counter    The Brs’s Accu-
sations    Of  Non-Perfor-
mance And To Reiterate 
The Government’s         Com-
mitment To  The  Constit-
uency’s Development.

  Congress Ministers Open War Room, Predict Jubilee Hills Win

Tpn bureau, hyd
S t a t e  Reve n u e, 

Housing, And Infor-
mation And Public Re-
lations Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy 
Asserted That The De-
velopment And Wel-
fare Programs Under-
taken In The Past 22 
Months Under The 
Leadership Of  Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy Will Ensure The 
Congress Party’s Vic-
tory In The Jubilee 
Hills By-Election. 
Speaking At A Meet-
ing With Rahmath Na-
gar Division Congress 
In-Charges At His Res-
idence On Friday, The 
Minister Stated That 
Despite Serious Fi-
nancial Constraints 
Caused By The Brs’s 
Ten-Year Rule, The 
Government Is Strict-
ly Implementing Its 
Election Promises. He 
Accused The Brs Of  
“Unimaginable De-
struction” In All Sec-
tors Of  Telangana, Yet 
Stated That The ‘In-
diramma Gover n-

ment’ Has Secured A 
Place In The Hearts 
Of  Every Citizen 
Within 22 Months By 
Improving The State’s 
Financial Condition 
Without Imposing 
Burdens On The Peo-
ple. Minister Reddy 
Argued That The 
22-Month Rule Is A 
Testament To How 
“One Vote Can Change 
People’s Lives.” He In-
structed Congress 
Cadre To Take The 
Brs’s Failures, Cor-
ruption, And Irregu-
larities To The People, 
While Simultaneously 
Highlighting The Im-
plemented Develop-
ment And Welfare 
Schemes Door-To-
Door. Providing An 
Example On Develop-
ment, He Criticized 
The Previous Brs Gov-
er nment For Not 
Sanctioning A Single 
Ration Card In The 
Jubilee Hills Constit-
u e n cy  O ve r  Te n 
Years. In Contrast, He 
Revealed That The 
Congress Gover n-

ment, Committed To 
Wiping The Tears Of  
The Poor, Has Issued 
14,000 New Ration 
Cards And Added 
8,000 Names In The 
Constituency. He Stat-
ed That Each Person 
On A Ration Card Re-
ceives Six Kg Of  Free 
Fine Rice, Distribut-
ing 23,000 Quintals Of  
Rice Per Month To 
The Poor. Across The 
State, 11 Lakh Ration 
Cards Have Been 
Sanctioned. The Min-
ister Underscored 
That The Focus On 
Welfare And Develop-
ment As “Two Eyes” Is 
Key To Winning The 
Trust And Confidence 
Of  The People. The 
Meeting Was Attended 
By Mlas  Vemula 
Veeresham And Beer-
la Ilaiah, Mlc Shankar 
Naik, Road Safety Au-
thority Chair man 
Malreddy Ramreddy, 
And Former Mla Nar-
sa Reddy, Signifying 
The Unity Of  The Par-
ty Ahead Of  The Cru-
cial By-Poll.

Tpn bureau, hyd
Brs Leader Ktr 

Strongly Criticized 
The Congress Gov-
ernment, Urging The 
People To “Think 
Wisely” And Vote For 
The Brs Candidate In 
The Jubilee Hills By-
Election. He Accused 
The Cong ress Of  
“ C o r r u p t i n g  T h e 
State” Within Just 
Two Years Of  Com-
ing To Power. Ktr Al-
leged That The Con-
gress Came To Power 
By Giving “Mouth-
Fulfilling Promises,” 
Such As Giving Tula 
Of  Gold And ₹2,500 To 
Young Women. He 
Sarcastical ly  Re -
marked That Instead 
Of  Giving Gold To 
The Poor, They Are 
Not Even Providing 
Rice. Ktr Called On 
The People To Teach 
The Congress A Les-
son By Ensuring The 
Victory Of  The Brs 
Candidate In Jubilee 
Hills. He Advised Vot-
ers To Accept Money 

If  Congress Leaders 
Offer It For Votes, But 
To “Corner Them” 
And Demand Ac-
c o u n t ab i l i t y  Fo r 
Their  Unfulfi l led 
Promises. “Ask Them 
How Much They Owe 
You Based On The 
P r o m i s e s  T h e y 
Made,” Ktr Chal-
lenged, Stating That 
“The Time Has Come 
To Corner Them” On 
Their Commitments. 
He Stated That Con-
gress Leaders Believe 
People Will Be Afraid, 
But “This Is The 
Land With The Guts 
To Corner Those Who 
Cheated.” He As-
sured The People 
That The Brs Will 
Stand By Them And 
That “They Don’t 
Need To Be Afraid Of  
Anyone.” He Encour-
aged Them To “Work 
Courageously,” Prom-
ising To “Deal With 
Anyone Who Tries To 
Intimidate Them.” 
Ktr Characterized 
The Contest As A 

Competition Between 
The “Bulldozer And 
The Car,” Urging Peo-
ple To “Teach A Les-
son To The Bulldozer 
Gover nment.” He 
Contrasted The ‘Car’ 
(Brs Symbol) With 
The ‘Bekar’ (Useless/
Unemployed) Which 
Represents The Con-
gress Rule, Calling 
For Votes For The Car 
Symbol To Ensure 
Sunithamma’s Victo-
ry With A Huge Ma-
jority. Ktr’s Sharp 
Rhetoric Signals A 
Fierce Electoral Bat-
tle, Focusing Heavily 
On The Failure Of  
The Congress To De-
liver On Its Core Wel-
f are  Guarantees, 
Which Is The Brs’s 
Primary Strategy To 
Recapture The Vot-
ers’ Trust. He Con-
cluded By Reaffirm-
i n g  T h e  B r s ’ s 
Commitment To Pro-
tecting The Interests 
Of  The People And 
Challenging The Sta-
tus Quo.

Tpn bureau, hyd
Minister Vakiti Sri-

hari Asserted That 
The Movement For 
B C  Re s e r va t i o n s 
Should Be Carried 
Out With The Spirit 
Of  The ‘Sakalajanula 
Samme’ (Mass Gen-
eral Strike) That 
Fueled The Telanga-
na Statehood Move-
ment. He Was The 
Chief  Guest At The 
‘Dharma Deeksha’ 
Organized By The Ou 
Bc Jac (Osmania Uni-
versity Bc Joint Ac-
tion Committee), De-
manding That The 
Central Government 
Immediately Approve 
The 42% Bc Reserva-
tion Bill, Amend The 
Constitution, And In-
clude It In The 9th 
Schedule. Speaking 
At The Event, Minis-
ter Srihari Used Pow-
erful Analogies, Stat-
ing, “There Is No 
Security For A Nation 
Without A Soldier’s 
Blood, No Food With-
out A Farmer’s Sweat, 
And No Momentum 

For A Movement 
Without An Agitation 
In Ou.” He Attributed 
The Genesis Of  The 
42% Bc Reservation 
To Rahul Gandhi’s 
Paadayatra From 
K a nya k u m a r i  To 
Kashmir. He Stated 
That Cm Revanth 
Reddy Acted On Ra-
hul Gandhi’s Vision 
To Ensure Represen-
tation For Backward 
Classes In Education, 
Employment, And 
Legislatures.  The 
Minister Revealed 
That The Congress 
Party, Utilizing The 
Powers Vested In The 
S t at e  B y  D r.  B r 
Ambedkar’s Constitu-
tion, And Fulfilling 
An Election Promise, 
Convinced All Parties 
In The Legislative As-
sembly To Introduce 
The 42% Bc Bill. He 
Criticized Opponents 
Who Are “Slandering 
The Government” In-
stead Of  Providing 
Advice On The Bc 
Bill .  Gover nment 
Whip Beerla Ilaiah, 

Former Justice Es-
waraiah, Former Ias 
Chiranjeevulu, Na-
tional President Of  
The Bc Sangham 
Jajula Srinivas Goud, 
And Other Ou Bc 
Leaders Participated 
In The Event. The 
Minister’s Presence 
And The Linkage To 
The Historic ‘Sakala-
janula Samme’ High-
light The Congress 
Government’s Politi-
cal Commitment To 
The Bc Cause. The 
Event Served As A 
Strong Platform For 
The Ruling Party To 
Demonstrate Its Sup-
port For Enhanced 
Bc Representation, 
While Simultaneous-
ly Blunting Criti-
cism From Opposi-
t i o n  P a r t i e s 
Regarding The Im-
p l e m e n t a t i o n  O f  
Welfare Schemes. 
The Ou Bc Jac’s De-
mand Puts Direct 
Pressure On The 
Central Government 
For Constitutional 
Amendments.

22 Months, 22 Reasons to Trust 
Congress, Says Ponguleti

‘Indira Is India’: Surekha Hails Iron Lady’s Spirit”

KTR Fires at Congress: Teach 
the Bulldozer Govt a Lesson

Srihari: Let BC Reservation Stir 
Echo OU’s Fight for Telangana

Tpn bureau, hyd
State Forest, Environ-

ment, And Endowments 
Minister Konda Surekha 
Paid Rich Tributes To 
India’s First Woman 
Prime Minister, Late In-
dira Gandhi, On Her 
Death Anniversary. 
Speaking After Garland-
ing Her Statue At Kasi-
bugga Center, Warangal, 
On Friday, The Minister 
Stated That “Indiram-
ma’s Life Is An Inspira-
tion” For All Indians 
And Called Her A “Cou-
rageous Woman Who 
Sacrificed Her Life For 
The Nation’s Unity.” 
Minister Surekha Eulo-
gized Indira Gandhi As 
A “Great Leader” Who 
Fed The Poor Through 
The Slo g an ‘Garibi 
Hatao’ (Abolish Poverty) 
And An “Iron Lady” 
Who Spread India’s 
Fame Globally. She Not-
ed That Indira Gandhi 
Overcame Many Politi-

cal And Personal Chal-
lenges To Emerge As A 
Powerful Leader Whose 
Story Remains Ever-
green In Indian History. 
The Minister Stressed 
That Her Services Are 
Exemplary For Both 
Past And Present Gen-
eration Leaders. She Re-
called That People Once 
Praised Her With The 
Slogan “Indira Is Indira, 
Indira Is India.” Minis-
ter Surekha Recounted 
That Indira Gandhi Was 
Tragically Assassinated 
On October 31, 1984, By 
Her Own Bodyguards 
Following ‘Operation 
Blue Star’. However, Her 
Patriotism, Courage, 
And Vision For The Na-
tion’s Development Re-
m a i n  P e r m a n e n t l y 
Etched In The Hearts Of  
The People, Making Her 
A Global Inspiration For 
Women. The Minister 
Underscored The Special 
Connection Between In-

dira Gandhi And Telan-
gana, Reminding That 
She Was Elected To Par-
l i a m e n t  F r o m  T h e 
Medak Constituency In 
1980 And Served As 
Prime Minister. She At-
tributed The Establish-
ment Of  Many Central 
Government Institutions 
In Telangana To Indira 
Gandhi’s Tenure. The 

Minister Highlighted 
That The State Govern-
ment Is Continuing Her 
Legacy By Implementing 
Several Welfare Schemes 
In Her Name, Most Nota-
bly The ‘Indiramma 
Houses’ Housing Scheme. 
Minister Surekha Con-
cluded That It Is Impera-
tive To Remember Indira 
Gandhi’s Services Be-

yond Party Lines, Not 
Just On Her Anniversa-
ry But In The Days To 
Come. The       Homage 
Paid In Warangal Served 
To Reinforce       The Con-
gress Party’s Historical 
Ties To The   Nehru-Gan-
dhi Family And Its Com-
mitment To The Party’s 
Core Ideals Of  Pro-Poor 
Welfare.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
31th

The STF B-Team 
Conducted Two Sepa-
rate Raids, Successful-
ly Seizing Significant 
Quantities Of  Ganja 
And Arresting Five In-
dividuals Involved In 
Its Sale. In The Secun-
derabad Sikh Village 
Area, Based On A Tip-
Off, CI Biksha Reddy 
And SI Balaraju Along 
With Staff  Conducted 
A Raid And Seized 200 
Packets  Of  Ganja 
From An Individual 
Named Sohil .  The 
Seized Ganja Weighed 
880 Grams. The Police 
Revealed That Sohil 
Was Bringing The 
Ganja From Nagpur 
And Selling It In Hy-
derabad. Sohil’s Scoot-
er, Mobile Phone, And 
The Seized Ganja Were 
Handed Over To The 
Secunderabad Excise 
Station. In A Second 
Operation In Uppal’s 
Vijayapuri Colony, 
STF B-Team SI Balara-
ju And His Staff  Con-
ducted A Raid Follow-
ing Information About 
Ganja Sales.  They 
Seized 325 Grams Of  
Ganja And Arrested 
Four Individuals, Iden-
tified As Ravi Teja, 

Jagadeeshwar, Dilip, 
And Charan. Addition-
ally, Two Vehicles And 
Four Mobile Phones 
We r e  C o n f i s c a t e d 
From The Accused. All 
Four Individuals Were 
Handed Over To The 
Uppal Excise Station. 
T h e s e  S u c c e s s ive 
Raids Underscore The 
Increased Vigilance 
Of  The Excise And Po-
lice Departments In 
Curbing The Drug 
Trade Within The City. 
The Police Highlight-
ed The Need For Con-
tinued Community In-
put  To Ef fectively 
Target The Supply 
C h a i n s  O p e r a t i n g 
From Other States 
Like Nagpur. The Ar-
rests And Seizures Are 
A Major Step In Dis-
rupting The Local Dis-
tribution Network 
And Protecting The 
City’s Youth From 
Substance Abuse. Fur-
ther Investigation Will 
Focus On Tracing The 
Main Suppliers And 
Dismantling The En-
tire Inter-State Ganja 
Smuggling Racket. 
The Total Value Of  
The Seized Contra-
band Is Estimated To 
Be In Lakhs Of  Rupees 
In The Local Market.

STF Nabs 5, Seizes Ganja 
in Twin Raids
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Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
31th

Cyberabad Police Ob-
served National Unity 
Day (Rashtriya Ekta Di-
was) By Organizing A 2 
Km “Run For Unity” At 
T-Hub Gate, Madhapur, 
To Commemorate The 
150th Birth Anniversary 
Of  Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. The Event, Held 
Under The Theme “Let 
Us Come Together To 
Strengthen The Spirit 
Of  Ekta Diwas And Pro-
mote Fitness, Harmony, 
And Community Spir-
it,” Was Flagged Off  By 
Ms. Ritiraj, Ips, Dcp 
Madhapur. Nearly 500 
Members Participated 
Enthusiastically In The 
Run. Dcp Ritiraj Paid 
Rich Tributes To Sardar 
Patel, Acknowledging 
His Pivotal Role In Unit-
ing The Princely States 
And Laying The Foun-
dation For A Strong, 
United India. She Em-
phasized The Impor-
tance Of  Perseverance 
And Teamwork, Stating, 
“Finishing Is As Impor-
tant As Starting—do 
Not Quit, Never Stop. 
We Ran For Unity; We 
Stand For Unity.” The 
Indian Book Of  Records 

Felicitated The Mad-
hapur Zone Police For 
Their Outstanding Par-
ticipation. The Dcp Fur-
ther Underscored The 
Significance Of  Nation-
al Unity, Urging Citizens 
To Actively Contribute 
To Strengthening The 
Country’s Internal Se-
curity. She Called Sard-

ar Patel The “Architect 
Of  National Unity And 
Integrity” Whose Lead-
ership, Vision, And De-
termination Remain A 
Source Of  Inspiration. 
The Event Was Attend-
ed By Madhapur Adcp 
Sri Uday Reddy, Various 
Acps, Inspectors, And 
Members Of  The Scsc 

Team, Collectively Cel-
ebrating The Spirit Of  
Unity And National 
Pride. This Massive 
Community Engage-
ment Is Part Of  The Po-
lice’s Broader Strategy 
To Foster Better Rela-
tions With The Public 
And Promote A Sense 
Of  Shared Responsibil-

ity For The Nation’s 
Harmony And Fitness. 
The Event Concluded 
With The Distribution 
Of  Certificates And Re-
freshments To All Par-
ticipants, Reinforcing 
The Message Of  Com-
munity Spirit  And 
Health.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
31th

Hyderabad City Po-
l ice  Org aniz ed  A 
Grand ‘Run For Unity’ 
At People’s Plaza, 
Necklace Road, Hy-
derabad, To Mark The 
150th Birth Anniver-
sary Of  Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel, Celebrat-
ed Nationwide As 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
(National Unity Day). 
The Event, Aimed At 
Reaffirming Commit-
ment To The Nation’s 
Unity, Integrity, And 
Security, Witnessed 
Enthusiastic Partici-
pation From Around 
5,000 Citizens And 
Runners.  Parallel 
Events Were Also 
Held Across Seven 
Zones Under The Hy-
derabad City Police 
Jurisdiction. The Run 
Was Graced By For-
mer Union Minister 
And Film Actor Kon-
idela Chiranjeevi As 
The Chief  Guest, And 
Director General Of  
Police, Telangana, B. 
Sivadhar Reddy, Ips, 
As The Guest Of  Hon-
our. Chiranjeevi Paid 
Rich Tributes To Sard-
ar Patel, Calling Him 
The “Great Blessing” 
Who Unified A Frag-
mented Nation Of  560 
Pieces Into ‘One Na-

tion’ And Praised The 
Police For Taking Pa-
tel’s Message Of  ‘Uni-
ty In Diversity’ To The 
Masses. He Also Ad-
dressed The Menace 
Of  Cybercrime And 
Deep Fake Technolo-
gy, Assuring The Pub-
lic That The Police 
Leadership Is Taking 
The Matter Seriously. 
Dgp B. Sivadhar Red-
dy Stated That The 
Event Is “More Than 
Just A ‘Run’; It Is An 
Inspiration” To Com-
mit To National Unity. 
Hyderabad Police 
Commissioner V.c. Sa-
jjanar Advised The 
Youth To Take Sardar 
Patel As An Ideal And 

Strive For A Good So-
ciety, Cautioning The 
Public Against Pan-
icking Over Cyber 
Crimes And Misusing 
Bank Accounts As 
‘Mule Accounts’ For 
C y b e r c r i m i n a l s , 
Which Risks Legal 
Trouble. The Massive 
Scale Of  The Event 
U n d e r s c o r e s  T h e 
Commitment Of  Hy-
derabad Police To Pro-
moting National Inte-
gration And Public 
Awareness. The Run 
Successfully Galva-
nized People From All 
Walks Of  Life, Pro-
moting A Sense Of  
P a t r i o t i s m  A n d 
Fitness.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
31th

Hydra (Hyderabad De-
velopment and Regulato-
ry Authority) Success-
fully Protected 4,000 
Square Yards Of  Park 
Land In The Chowdarigu-
da, Doctors Colony, 
Pocharam Municipality, 
Ghatkesar Mandal, Med-
chal-Malkajgiri District. 
The Estimated Value Of  
The Land Is Over ₹30 
Crores. It Was Notewor-
thy That The Original 
Landowners Who Devel-
oped The Layout Of  500 

Plots Over 26.9 Acres In 
1985 Were The Ones Al-
legedly Involved In The 
Encroachment. The Doc-
tors Colony Welfare As-
sociation Filed A Com-
plaint With The Hydra 
Prajavani. Following Di-
rectives from Hydra 
Commissioner Sri Av 
Ranganath, Officials In-
vestigated The Com-
plaint. The Investigation 
Revealed That Amudala 
Ramesh, Son Of  Amuda-
la Narasimha, One Of  
The Original Layout De-
velopers, Used False Doc-

uments To Sell The 4,000 
Square Yards Park Land 
As Five Plots Of  800 

Square Yards Each To An 
I n d iv i d u a l  N a m e d 
Kulkarni. Kulkarni, In 

Turn, Divided These Into 
20 Plots Of  200 Square 
Yards Each And Sold 

Them To Individuals In-
cluding Rajesh And Soma-
ni. The Colony Associa-

tion Had Previously 
Complained To The Mu-
nicipality And Ap-
proached The High Court. 
After Decades Of  Unre-
solved Conflict, The Asso-
ciation Petitioned Hydra 
Last September. Following 
Completion Of  The Inves-
tigation, Hydra Officials 
Confirmed The Land Was 
Designated As A Park And 
Cleared The Encroach-
ments On Friday. They 
Fenced The 4,000 Square 
Yards Park Area And 
Erected Hydra Boards, 
Bringing An End To The 

Long-Standing Land Grab-
bing Issue. The Colony 
Representatives Ex-
pressed Relief  And Grati-
tude To Hydra For Its Deci-
sive Action. This Action 
By Hydra Is A Strong Mes-
sage Against Land Grab-
bers, Especially Those 
Who Exploit Their Past 
Association With Develop-
ment To Commit Fraud. 
The Authority Has Initi-
ated Further Legal Pro-
ceedings Against The Ac-
cused To Ensure That The 
Perpetrators Are Held 
Accountable. 

Spirit of Ekta: Cyberabad 
Police Lead Run for Unity

Chiranjeevi Leads Unity 
Run on Necklace Road

HYDRA Reclaims ₹30 Cr Park Land From Encroachers

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 31th
Environmentalist And Social Ac-

tivist Kola Ravinder Mudiraj Stated 
That Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s 
Services To The Nation Are Ever-
lasting And Memorable. Speaking 
In Suraram, Quthbullapur, On The 
Occasion Of  Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s 150th Birth Anniversary, He 
Organized A Rally With North City 
School Students At The Suraram 
Chowrasta. Kola Ravinder Mudiraj 
Highlighted That The Credit For In-
tegrating Hyderabad Into The In-
dian Union, Which Was Under Ni-
zam’s Rule At That Time, Belongs 
Solely To Sardar Patel. He Encour-
aged Students To Follow In Patel’s 
Footsteps And Move Forward In 
Life. The Event Was Attended By 
School Teachers, Students, And 
Other Participants. The Obser-

vance Of  The Anniversary By A So-
cial Activist And Environmentalist 
Highlights The Broad Social Rever-
ence For Sardar Patel’s Legacy. The 
Rally With School Children Was Or-
ganized To Instill The Values Of  
Nationalism, Unity, And Determi-
nation In The Younger Generation. 
The Specific Mention Of  Hy-
derabad’s Integration Is Significant 
In The Local Telangana Context, 
Reaffirming Sardar Patel’s Crucial 
Role In The Region’s History. Such 
Community-Led Events Contribute 
Significantly To The Promotion Of  
National Unity And Historical 
Awareness.  The Participants 
Pledged To Uphold The Ideals Of  
Unity And Integrity That Sardar 
Patel Stood For, Making The Rally 
A Meaningful Tribute To The ‘Iron 
Man Of  India’.

Alert Cops Save Woman From Suicide Attempt

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
31th

Kphb Police Officers 
Rescued A Woman Who 
Was Attempting To 
Commit Suicide By 
Hanging Herself  From 
A Tree In The Kphb 
Colony. According To 
The Police, The Wom-
an, Identified As An-
napur na (37) ,  Who 
Lives Near A D-Mart 
Apartment In Kphb 
Colony, Was Trying To 
Hang Herself  From A 
Tree Near The Apart-

ment Late At Night. Po-
lice Constables Manu 
Nayak And Raheem, 
Who Were On Patrol-
ling Duty At That Mo-
ment, Responded Im-
mediately And Saved 
Annapurna’s Life. The 
Police Stated That An-
napur na, Who Ekes 
Out A Living By Sell-
ing Bondas And Has 
Two Daughters, Was 
Attempting Suicide 
Due To Family Prob-
lems. The Timely Inter-
vention Of  The Patrol-

ling Staff  Was Crucial 
In Preventing A Trag-
edy. Police Officials 
Emphasized The Im-
portance Of  Vigilant 
Night Patrolling To De-
ter Crimes And Re-
spond To Emergencies. 
Annapurna Was Imme-
diately Taken To The 
Police  Station And 
Later Shifted To A 
Counselling Center 
Where She Will  Be 
Provided With T he 
Necessary Psychologi-
cal Support To Deal 

With Her Personal Is-
sues. The Kphb Sta-
t ion House  Of f icer 
Commended The Con-
s t a b l e s  Fo r  T h e i r 
Alertness And Pres-
ence Of  Mind. Coun-
selling Sessions Will 
Also Be Extended To 
Her Family Members 
To Address The Root 
Causes Of  The Prob-
lems And Ensure A 
Supportive Environ-
ment For Her Future 
Well -Being. The Po-
lice Urged Citizens 

Facing Mental  Dis-
tress  To   Seek Help 
From   Professional 
C o u n s e l l o r s    O r      
H e l p l i n e  S e r v i c e s 
Rather Than Resort-
ing To Extreme Steps. 
This    Incident High-
lights    The Critical 
Role Of   On-Duty Po-
lice Personnel Beyond     
L aw  E n f o r c e m e n t . 
The          Constables 
Were Also Honored By 
Senior Officials     For 
T h e i r  E x c e p t i o n a l 
Duty.

Rally in Suraram Pays Tribute to 
Iron Man of India
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Tpn bureau, hyd
Parigi Mla Dr. T. Ram-

mohan Reddy And Chev-
ella Mla Kale Yadaiah 
Held A Press Conference 
At The Chevella Mla 
Camp Office To An-
nounce A Major Devel-
opment Regarding The 
₹1000 Crore, Four-Lane 
Road Project From Appa 
Junction To Mannegu-
da. They Stated That The 
Chennai Green Tribunal 
Court Today Lifted The 
Stay Order On The Road 
Construction. The Stay 
Was Due To A Case Filed 
By Environmentalists 
Regarding The Felling 
Of  Trees. During The 
Court Hearing At 10:30 
Am Today, The National 
Highway Authori ty 
(Nha) Infor med The 
Court That Instead Of  
Removing All 950 Trees 
On Both Sides Of  The 
Road, They Would Only 
Remove 150 Trees And 
Transplant Them To A 
Dif ferent  Location. 
Since The Petitioners 
Agreed To This Deci-
sion, The Court Vacated 

The Stay Order, Grant-
ing Immediate Permis-
sion To Begin The Road 
Work. Mla Dr. T. Rammo-
han Reddy Stated That 
He Brought This Issue 
To The Attention Of  
Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy This Morning, 

Who Immediately In-
structed National High-
way Officials To Com-
m e n c e  T h e  Wo r k 
Without Delay. Conse-
quently, The Road Work 
Began Today. The Mla 
Assured That The High-
way Work Will Continue 

Non-Stop And Will Be 
Completed As Quickly 
As Possible To Prevent 
Accidents In The Area. 
He Pointed Out That 
Around 300 People Lost 
Their Lives In Accidents 
On This Stretch In Re-
cent Days, And The Com-

pletion Of  The Road Will 
P r o v i d e  I m p r o v e d 
Transportation For The 
Public, Ending This 
Problem. Furthermore, 
The Mla Stated That The 
Government Is Also Un-
dertaking The Construc-
tion Of  Rrr (Regional 
Ring Road) Roads, Radi-
um Roads, And Bt Roads 
In Every Village Under 
The Ham Scheme. The 
Speedy Resolution Of  
The Legal Hurdle Was 
Attributed To The Gov-
e r n m e n t ’s  C o m m i t -
ment To Both Infra-
structure Development 
And Environmental 
Protection. The Local 
Congress Leaders Ex-
pressed Their Grati-
tude To The Cm For 
His Prompt Interven-
tion, Which Avoided 
Further Delays To The 
Life-Saving Project . 
The Four-Lane High-
way Is Expected To Sig-
n i f i c a n t l y  R e d u c e 
Travel Time And Ease 
C o n g e s t i o n  I n  T h e 
Region.

Tpn bureau, hyd
Brs Dalit Leaders 

Visited The Centre 
For Dalit  Studies 
(Cds) In The Jubilee 
Hills Constituency, 
Following Instruc-
tions From Brs Work-
ing President Ktr. The 
Team, Which Includ-
ed Former Ministers 
Koppula Eshwar And 
Tatikonda Rajaiah, 
Brs General Secretary 
Dr. Rs Praveen Kumar, 
Mlas, And Former 
Mlas, Strongly Criti-
cized The Congress 
Government For Ne-
glecting To Inaugu-
rate The Study Cen-
tre, Which Was 90% 
Completed During 
Cms Kcr’s Tenure. 
They Alleged That 
The Congress Govern-
ment Is “Turning A 
Blind Eye” To The Im-
plementation Of  The 
Sc/st Declaration And 
Is Similarly Ignoring 
The Cds. Koppula Es-
hwar Stressed That 
Kcr Undertook The 

Construction Of  The 
Cds On A 1500-Square-
Yard Site So That The 
Dalit  Community 
Could Gain Education 
And Social Stature 
For Generations. He 
Demanded The Imme-
diate Inauguration Of  
The Building. Former 
Gover nment Whip 
Balka Suman Stated 
That The Cds Was 
Built With A Cost Of  
₹24 Crores To Provide 
Educational Opportu-
nities For Dalit Stu-
dents. He Expressed 
Dismay That Despite 
Two Years Having 
Passed, The Building 
Has Not Been Opened, 
Which “Reveals The 
Lack Of  Affection” 
The Congress Party 
Has Towards Dalits. 
He Accused The Con-
gress Government Of  
Deceiving Dalits For 
Two Years. The Brs 
Leaders Said The Re-
vanth Sarkar Is Ob-
structing Dalit Educa-
t ion By Showing 

Negligence In Com-
pleting The Remain-
ing Ten Percent Of  
The Work. The Dele-
gation Conducted A 
Thorough Inspection 
Of  The Multi-Storey 
Building, Including 
The Library, Class-
rooms, And Hostel Fa-
cilities, Emphasizing 
The Readiness Of  The 
Structure For Use. 
They Urged Dalit Stu-
dents And Civil Soci-
ety Organizations To 
Question The Ruling 
P a r t y ’ s  “ D o u b l e 
Standards” On Dalit 
Welfare. The Brs Is 
Now Demanding A 
Clear Timeline From 
The Government For 
The Completion And 
Inauguration Of  The 
Landmark Project, 
Warning That If  The 
Government Contin-
ues To Neglect This 
Crucial Educational 
Facility, They Will Es-
calate Their Protest 
To Ensure Justice For 
Dalit Students.

Tpn bureau, hyd
The Sangareddy Ex-

cise Enforcement Team 
Seized 964 Grams Of  
Hashish Oil Worth ₹10 
Lakh, Which Was Being 
Illegally Transported 
From Visakha Agency 
To Hyderabad On Fri-
day. The Seizure Took 
Place In The Kandi Area 
Near Shankarapally In 
Sangareddy. The Ac-
cused, Identified As Anil 
Kumar Yadav From 
B r i n d av a n  C o l o n y, 
Katedan, Hyderabad, 
Has A History Of  Multi-
ple Cases Involving The 
Trafficking Of  Ganja, 
Drugs, And Hashish Oil. 
Medak Deputy Commis-
sioner J. Harikishan 
Stated That Anil Kumar, 
Who Was Previously Ar-
rested In Similar Cases, 
Was Apprehended While 
Transporting The Hash-

ish Oil Again From The 
Visakha Agency Area. 
Following Precise Infor-
m a t i o n  A b o u t  T h e 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  O f  
Hashish Oil  To Hy-

derabad, The Enforce-
ment Medak Team Con-
ducted Inspections In 
The Akshaya Founda-
tion, Kandi Area. The 
Hashish Oil Was Seized 

During Checks On The 
Road Leading From 
Kandi To Shankarapally. 
The Accused Was Ar-
rested, And The Hashish 
Oil Worth ₹10 Lakh Was 
Seized And Handed 
Over To The Sangareddy 
Excise Station. The Case 
Is Being Supervised By 
Aes K. Srinivas Rao, 
With Excise Cis Gandhi 
Nayak, Veena Reddy, 
And Chandrasekhar, 
Along With Several SIs 
And Constables, Being 
Part Of  The Team That 
Made The Arrest. Excise 
Enforcement Director 
Shanawaz Qasim Con-
gratulated The Team 
For Their Success. This 
Significant Seizure Indi-
cates The Continued Ef-
forts Of  Drug Smugglers 
To Use Visakha Agency 
As A Source And Hy-
derabad As A Major 

Transit Point. The Ar-
rest Of  A Repeat Offend-
er Highlights The Need 
For Stringent Monitor-
ing Of  Individuals With 
A History Of  Involve-
ment In Drug Traffick-
ing. The Enforcement 
Team Also Confiscated 
The Vehicle Used For 
The Transportation, 
Which Will Be Held As 
Evidence. The Investiga-
tion Will Now Focus On 
Tracing The Financial 
Transactions And Net-
work Used By Anil Ku-
mar Yadav To Procure 
The Contraband From 
Andhra Pradesh. The 
Excise Department Re-
affirmed Its Commit-
ment To Intensifying 
Operations Against The 
Narcotic Menace, Espe-
cially Targeting Inter-
State Drug Trafficking 
Routes.

 Tpn bureau, hyd
Director General 

of  Police B. Shivad-
har Reddy on Friday 
inaugurated a new 
Bharosa Centre at 
Shamshabad under 
the Cyberabad Police 
Commissionerate. 
The centre has been 
established to pro-
vide comprehensive 
support and assis-
tance to women and 
children in distress, 
ensuring a safe and 
responsive environ-
ment for victims of  
abuse and violence.

Operated by a team 
of  trained women 
personnel, the Bha-
rosa Centre will offer 

a range of  essential 
services, including 
legal aid, medical as-
sistance, psychologi-
cal counselling, and 
guidance on govern-
ment compensation 
schemes. The initia-
tive particularly fo-
cuses on supporting 
victims under the 
POCSO Act and other 
gender-based vio-
lence cases.

The newly inaugu-
rated centre will ca-
ter to 17 police station 
limits spread across 
the Rajendranagar 
a n d  S h a m s h ab a d 
zones, making it easi-
er for victims in these 
areas to access timely 

a n d  p ro f e s s i o n a l 
help.

Speaking at the 
event, DGP Shivad-
har Reddy empha-
sized that the Bha-
rosa Centre model 
has become a trusted 
institution across 
Telangana for pro-
tecting vulnerable 
sections and ensur-
ing justice through a 
multi-disciplinary, 
v i c t i m - c e n t r i c           
approach. He said 
s u c h  c e n t r e s 
strengthen commu-
nity trust in law en-
forcement and rein-
fo rc e  t h e  s t at e ’s 
commitment to wom-
en and child safety.

Tpn bureau, hyd
Panic Gripped De-

valamma Nagaram Vil-
lage And Its Surround-
ings In Choutuppal 
Mandal  Of  Yadadri 
Bhongir District On Fri-
day After Locals Report-
ed Spotting A Suspected 
Leopard Moving In The 
Area. Following A Com-
plaint From Villagers, 
Forest And Police Offi-
cials Responded Prompt-
ly. Farmers Who Were 
On Their Way To The 
Fields Reportedly Saw 
The Animal In The Wild 
Growth Near The Vil-
lage. A Joint Team Of  
Forest Department Offi-
cials And Police Person-
nel Immediately Rushed 
To The Site And Cor-
doned Off  The Affected 
Forest Stretch To Pre-
vent Any Untoward Inci-
dents And Ensure Public 
Safety.  Ar med With 
Tracking Equipment 
And Binoculars, The 
Teams Are Combing The 
Area And Scanning For 
Paw Prints To Confirm 
The Animal’s Identity. A 
Senior Forest Official 
Stated That They Mobi-
lized Staff  Immediately 
Upon Receiving The Call 
Around 6 A.m. They 
Added That, Based On 
The Villagers’ Descrip-
tion, It Could Be A Leop-
ard, Although They Can-
not Rule Out A Hyena. 
Forest Officials From 
The Nearby Bhongir 
Wildlife Range Are En 

Route To The Village To 
Join The Operations 
And Assist In Identify-
ing The Animal. The Of-
ficials Have Cautioned 
Locals To Avoid Ventur-
ing Into The Forest Area 
And To Be Extremely 
Vigilant, Especially Dur-
ing Dawn And Dusk. The 
Search Operation Is Ex-
pected To Continue Until 
The Animal Is Tracked 
And Safely Relocated. 
This Sighting Has Cre-
ated A Heightened State 
Of  Alertness Among 
Residents, Particularly 
Those Living Near The 
Forest Fringe. Specialist 
Veterinary Doctors Have 
Also Been Placed On 
Standby With Tran-
quilizer Guns, Ready To 
Capture The Animal 
Safely Upon Sighting. 
The Teams Are Also Uti-
lizing Camera Traps To 
Get A Visual Confirma-
tion Of  The Animal’s 
Species And Movement 
Patterns. The Joint Ef-
forts Are Focused On 
Minimizing Risk To Both 
The Public And The Wild 
Animal.

Court Clears Chevella Highway

10L Hashish Oil Seized in Sangareddy, 
Repeat Offender Held

BRS Leaders Slam Govt Over 
Dalit Study Centre Neglect

Tpn bureau, hyd
The 150th Birth An-

niversary Of  Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Former Deputy Prime 
Minister And The Ar-
chitect Of  Indian Uni-
ty, Was Grandly Cele-
brated Nationwide 
With The “Run For 
Unity” Program. In 
Hyderabad, The Run 
Commenced From 
Babu Jagjivan Ram’s 
Statue At Fateh Maid-
an, Basheerbagh, And 
Concluded At Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel’s 
Statue Near Public 
Garden X Road By The 
Assembly. Key Bjp 
Leaders, Including Un-
ion Minister G. Kishan 
Reddy, Telangana Bjp 
State President N. 
Ramchander Rao, Ma-
harashtra Minister 
Ashish Shelar, Bjp Obc 
Morcha National Pres-
ident Dr. K. Laxman, 
And Mps Etala Ra-
jender And Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy, 
Par ticipated.  The 
Event Was Successful-

ly Organized With The 
M e s s a g e  O f  “ E k 
Bharat  –  Shresth 
Bharat,” Commemo-
rating Sardar Patel’s 
Services, Sacrifices, 
And Firm Resolve For 
National Unity. N. 
Ramchander Rao Paid 
Rich Tributes, Stating 
That The Program Is 
An Inspiration For 
Youth To Instill Unity, 
Patriotism, And Ser-
vice. He Recalled Pa-
tel’s Role As A Free-
dom Fighter And 
India’s First Home 
Minister, Whose Ef-
f o r t s  I n t e g r a t e d 
Around 560 Princely 
States Into The United 
India We Know Today. 
Rao Emphasized That 
Telangana’s Integra-
tion Into India Was A 
Result Of  Sardar Pa-
tel’s Steadfast Resolve 
And Bold Decision To 
Undertake The ‘Police 
Action’ Against The 
Autocratic Nizam 
Rule. He Stated That 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi And Home 

Minister Amit Shah 
Are Continuing Patel’s 
Spirit By Taking Firm 
Action Against Ter-
rorism And Guiding 
The Nation Towards 
Peace, Security, And 
Development. Rao 
Also Mentioned The 
Statue Of  Unity In Gu-
jarat, The World’s Tall-
est Statue, As A Sym-
bol That Will Carry 
Patel’s Inspiration For 
Generations. The Par-
ticipants, Comprising 
Thousands, Took A 
Pledge Of  National Uni-
ty And Service After 
Completing The Run. 
Union Minister Kishan 
Reddy Highlighted Pa-
tel’s Vision For A Mod-
ern And Strong India, 
Urging The Youth To 
Emulate His Leader-
ship Qualities. The 
Event Reinforced The 
Party’s Ideological Fo-
cus On Nationalism 
And Integral Human-
ism, Connecting Pa-
tel’s Legacy Directly 
To The Current Gov-
ernment’s Policies.

Unity in Motion: BJP Holds 
Massive ‘Run for Unity

Leopard Panic Near 
Choutuppal; Search Ops 

Intensify

Telangana expands Bharosa network 
with third centre in Cyberabad

Inflows decline in Hyderabad’s twin 
reservoirs after rainfall pause
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Truly Swadeshi: Redefining 
‘Make in India’ in Aerospace

Addiction is often mis-
understood as a moral 
weakness or individual 
failing, but experts argue 
it is a systemic crisis 
rooted in complex social, 
cultural, economic, and 
political realities. Writ-
ing on the issue, social 
analyst Ranjit Singh 
Ghuman emphasizes 
that unless societies ad-
dress the underlying 
structures that enable 
the drug trade and sub-
stance abuse, an entire 
generation risks being 
lost to addiction.

Historically, people 
have used intoxicants in 
various forms for centu-
ries. Many substances, 
ranging from alcohol to 
opioids, have even car-
ried social or religious 
sanction in different cul-
tures. Yet, when such 
substances are misused, 
they can severely disrupt 
physical and mental 
health, social stability, 
and community well-be-
ing. Addiction, therefore, 
cannot be reduced to per-
sonal weakness—it is in-
tertwined with broader 
societal conditions.

Experts highlight that 
the drug business thrives 

on systemic vulnerabili-
ties. Poverty, lack of  edu-
cation, unemployment, 
and social marginaliza-
tion create environments 

in which addiction can 
flourish. Simultaneously, 
inadequate health infra-
structure, ineffective re-
habilitation programs, 

and punitive policies of-
ten exacerbate the prob-
lem rather than provid-
ing sustainable solutions. 
Ghuman stresses that a 

holistic understanding 
of  addiction requires 
recognizing these struc-
tural  factors rather 
t h a n  s t i g m a t i z i n g 

individuals.
Furthermore, the cul-

tural normalization of  
intoxicants in certain 
contexts complicates pre-

vention efforts. While 
some communities may 
accept occasional use, 
the commercialization 
and illegal trafficking of  

drugs introduce wide-
spread harm, particular-
ly to youth and vulnera-
b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s . 
Addressing addiction, 
therefore, demands coor-
dinated policy respons-
es, including awareness 
campaigns, accessible 
mental health services, 
and strong regulation of  
the illicit drug trade.

Ghuman warns that 
without such interven-
tions, India and other 
nations risk losing a 
generation to the long-
term consequences of  
addiction. This crisis is 
not just medical but so-
cial and economic, af-
fecting families, educa-
tion,  and workforce 
productivity.

In conclusion, addic-
tion is far more than a 
personal moral issue—it 
is a systemic failure that 
requires systemic solu-
tions. Holistic strategies 
that tackle the root caus-
es of  substance abuse, 
strengthen rehabilita-
tion infrastructure, and 
create supportive social 
environments are essen-
tial to mitigate this grow-
ing crisis and safeguard 
future generations.

Starbucks Shifts Focus from Activism to 
Coffee Amid Backlash

Starbucks is navigating a 
challenging transformation as it 
moves away from overt corpo-
rate activism toward a more 
product-focused approach, a 
shift that may prove difficult 
given its long history of  social 
and political engagement. The 
company, once synonymous 
with corporate advocacy under 
former CEO Howard Schultz, is 
now facing criticism from both 
sides of  the political spectrum.

Schultz, who helped define 
Starbucks’ modern identity, 
championed causes ranging 
from gun control and same-sex 
marriage to refugee hiring ini-
tiatives and national conversa-
tions on race. His approach 
made Starbucks a pioneer in 
corporate activism, often plac-
ing social messaging above 

product promotion. Full-page 
ads, public statements, and 
pledges on social issues became 
routine, even drawing specula-
tion that Schultz might run for 
president.

However, in today’s hyper-po-
larized climate, companies are 
increasingly prioritizing core 
products over socio-political 
stances. Experts, including Ali-
son Novak, professor of  public 
relations at Rowan University, 
note that while brands believed 
younger consumers would re-
ward social activism, research 
shows Gen Z often prioritizes 
authenticity over ideology. Mis-
steps or inconsistent messaging, 
such as Target’s controversial 
DEI initiatives, have highlight-
ed the risks of  overextending 
socially-driven campaigns.

Starbucks now faces a delicate 
balancing act. The company has 
come under scrutiny from the 
left over its resistance to unioni-
zation efforts, which conflicts 
with its progressive image and 
has sparked employee frustra-
tion. Unionized workers recent-
ly began voting on potential 
strike action amid stalled nego-
tiations. Simultaneously, the 
right has targeted Starbucks 
over perceived political messag-
ing, such as an incident where a 
barista initially refused to write 
conservative commentator 
Charlie Kirk’s name on a cup, 
citing corporate policy.

CEO Laxman Niccol is lead-
ing a turnaround strategy 
aimed at re-centering Starbucks 
on its products rather than ac-
tivism. “We won’t let others de-

fine who we are,” Niccol wrote 
in an open letter to employees 
last September. His plan empha-
sizes straightforward storytell-
ing and product focus, moving 
away from full-page ads or 
h a s h t a g - d r i v e n  s o c i a l 
campaigns.

While the shift may help Star-
bucks avoid ideological con-
flicts, it is not without challeng-
es. The company has spent years 
cultivating a socially conscious 
brand identity, and reposition-
ing itself  solely around coffee 
risks alienating both employees 
and customers accustomed to its 
advocacy-driven image. For Nic-
col, the challenge lies in redefin-
ing Starbucks without igniting 
controversy, balancing business 
priorities with its legacy of  so-
cial engagement.

India is taking bold steps 
to redefine Swadeshi in aer-
ospace, moving beyond 
mere assembly of  foreign 
technologies to homegrown 
innovation. The recent 
milestone came when state-
run Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) signed an 
MoU with Russia’s United 
Aircraft Corporation (UAC) 
to produce the SJ-100 civil-
ian commuter aircraft in 
India. While headlines fo-
cused on UAC’s sanction-
hit status amid global ten-
sions, the bigger story lies 
in India’s strategic use of  
domestic talent, infrastruc-
ture, and engineering 
capabilities.

Self-reliance, or aatma 
nirbharta, in India’s con-
text means harnessing do-
mestic resources, innova-
tions, and human intellect 
across sectors from aero-
space and defense to IT. For 
decades, India relied on for-
eign technologies, such as 
cryogenic engines for space 
programs, before persistent 
homegrown efforts deliv-
ered breakthrough solu-

tions. HAL’s collaboration 
with UAC provides practi-
cal training for Indian engi-
neers and leverages exist-
ing infrastructure to 
produce a regional aircraft 
capable of  carrying over 
100 passengers with a range 
exceeding 3,000 km. This 
aligns with projected do-
mestic demand for 200 air-
craft by 2030 and regional 
needs for 350 more across 
South and Southeast Asia.

Experts argue that the 
true spirit of  Swadeshi is 
realized when India devel-
ops indigenous engines and 
technologies, not just when 
it assembles foreign compo-
nents. The example of  the 
Tejas fighter jet highlights 
this: despite over 60% indi-
genization, the aircraft’s 
full potential depends on 
homegrown engines like 
the advanced Cauveri, re-
placing foreign-made alter-
natives. Similarly, partner-
ships with global players 
such as France’s Safran, 
Brazil’s Embraer, China’s 
COMAC, and others can co-
exist with a focus on indi-

genization, allowing India 
to accelerate technological 
self-sufficiency.

The SJ-100 project also 
demonstrates India’s abili-
ty to navigate geopolitical 
challenges while advancing 
domestic capabilities. Past 
lessons from ISRO’s cryo-
genic engine program show 
that persistence and strate-
gic vision can turn techno-
logical dependence into 
self-reliance. Today, the 
country’s engineers are on 
the cusp of  powering both 
fighter and passenger air-
craft with indigenous en-
gines, marking a historic 
moment for the nation.

True Swadeshi is thus 
not a narrow policy but a 
broader vision: leveraging 
homegrown talent, foster-
ing innovation, and strate-
gically partnering globally 
while maintaining control 
over critical technologies. 
With projects like SJ-100 
and Tejas, India is redefin-
ing “Make in India” for the 
modern era, celebrating en-
gineering excellence and 
technological sovereignty.

India Poised to Be Naxal-Free by 2026
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

and Home Minister Amit Shah 
have reaffirmed their commitment 
to making India Naxal-free by 
March 31, 2026, framing the cam-
paign as a tribute to Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel on the heels of  his 
150th birth anniversary. Patel, 
widely known as the “Iron Man of  
India,” had united 562 princely 
states and safeguarded the young 
nation against internal threats—a 
vision that the government says 
guides its current efforts against 
Left Wing Extremism (LWE).

Naxalism, originating in 1967 in 
Naxalbari, West Bengal, has 
evolved into a decades-long Maoist 
insurgency affecting central and 
eastern India. Over the years, the 

violence has claimed tens of  thou-
sands of  lives, destroyed infra-
structure, and disrupted develop-
ment. High-profile attacks such as 
the 2010 Dantewada ambush, the 
2013 Darbha Valley attack, and the 
2017 Sukma assault highlighted the 
insurgency’s severity, with Maoists 
controlling large swathes of  “liber-
ated zones.” Since assuming office 
in 2014, PM Modi has treated Naxal-
ism as a national security threat, 
combining advanced intelligence, 
helicopters, fortified camps, and 
development initiatives in affected 
regions. When Amit Shah became 
Home Minister in 2019, the cam-
paign gained renewed focus. The 
government’s approach is fourfold: 
relentless security operations, ac-

celerated development, empower-
ment of  locals, and a robust surren-
der-and-rehabilitation policy.

Under this strategy, security op-
erations have neutralized more 
than 1,000 Naxal leaders since 2019, 
while the government has set up 
over 250 forward camps equipped 
with drones, night-vision technol-
ogy, and specialized commandos. 
Development efforts include roads, 
mobile connectivity, schools, and 
even 5G networks in previously iso-
lated districts, helping curb re-
cruitment into insurgent ranks. 
Rehabilitation incentives have led 
to the surrender of  hundreds of  
cadres, including high-profile com-
manders, highlighting a shift from 
ideology to opportunity.

Recent operations—such as Op-
eration Kagar in Narayanpur-
Kanker and Operation Black For-
est in Bastar—have further 
fragmented Maoist networks. Vio-
lence is at a 30-year low, with af-
fected districts reduced from 126 in 
2014 to just 12, and Maoist influence 
now confined to 1% of  territory.

As India approaches the March 
2026 target, the government frames 
the campaign as both a strategic 
and symbolic victory, linking na-
tional unity, internal security, and 
development. Officials say the ef-
fort honors Sardar Patel’s legacy, 
aiming to ensure citizens live free 
from ideological violence and lay-
ing the foundation for a stronger, 
unified India.

Addiction: A Systemic Crisis, Not a Moral Failing
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PM Modi Pays Tribute to Sardar Patel on 
150th Birth Anniversary

TPN Bureau | New Delhi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday paid 
floral tributes to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel at the 
Statue of  Unity in Guja-
rat, marking the 150th 
birth anniversary of  In-
dia’s “Iron Man.” The oc-
casion is celebrated na-

tionwide as Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas (National 
Unity Day) every October 
31 since 2014.

Modi arrived at the 
182-metre-tall statue near 
Ekta Nagar in Narmada 
district in the morning. 
He offered flower petals 
at the memorial to hon-

our Patel’s legacy in uni-
fying India. After the 
tribute, the Prime Minis-
ter proceeded to a nearby 
venue to administer the 
Ekta Diwas pledge to par-
ticipants and witness the 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
parade.

This year’s celebra-

tions have been marked 
by a grand cultural festi-
val alongside the parade, 
which showcases contin-
gents from various state 
police forces and para-
military units including 
the BSF and CRPF. The 
parade has been modelled 
on the Republic Day for-

mat, featuring elaborate 
formations, ceremonial 
drills, and a display of  
discipline and coordina-
tion among the forces.

The event aims to em-
phasize national unity 
and integrity, reflecting 
Sardar Patel’s vision of  a 
united India. Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas also serves as 
a reminder of  the contri-
butions of  leaders like 
Patel in integrating over 
500 princely states into 
i n d e p e n d e n t  I n d i a 
post-1947.

In addition to the offi-
cial ceremonies, various 
educational and cultural 
programs are being con-
ducted across the country 
to engage citizens and 
students in activities 
highlighting patriotism, 
civic responsibility, and 
national cohesion.

Modi’s visit to the Stat-
ue of  Unity on this spe-
cial occasion underscores 
the government’s com-
mitment to preserving 
and promoting the legacy 
of  Sardar Patel, encour-
aging citizens to embrace 
the values of  unity, har-
mony, and integrity in 
contemporary India.

India Gets 6-Month US Sanctions Exemption for 
Chabahar Port

TPN Correspondent | Patna 

India on Thursday con-
firmed that its invest-
ments and operations at 
Iran’s Chabahar Port will 
be exempt from U.S. sanc-
tions for six months, allow-
ing work on the key strate-
gic infrastructure project 
to continue uninterrupted. 
The Ministry of  External 

Affairs (MEA) said the ex-
emption ensures that 
American restrictions an-
nounced in September will 
not apply to the port.

T he  announcement 
comes amid intense India–
U.S. negotiations to final-
ize a major bilateral trade 
deal. “We continue to re-
main engaged with the 

U.S. side on finalising the 
trade deal. Both sides are 
continuing to hold discus-
sions,” MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said, not-
ing that the Commerce 
Ministry is leading talks 
on trade issues.

India signed a 10-year 
agreement with Iran in 
2024, under which state-

run India Ports Global Ltd 
(IPGL) pledged $370 mil-
lion in investments to de-
velop and operate the Sha-
hid Beheshti terminal at 
Chabahar. The port, locat-
ed in Iran’s Sistan-Balo-
chistan province, is a cru-
cial link for India to 
Afghanistan and Central 
Asia, providing a trade 

ro u t e  t h at  by p a s s e s 
Pakistan.

This is not the first time 
Chabahar has received a 
U.S. waiver. In 2018, the 
Trump administration is-
sued a similar exemption 
recognizing the port’s im-
portance for regional con-
nectivity and Afghani-
stan’s access to global 
markets.

The MEA also said India 
is evaluating the implica-
tions of  new U.S. sanctions 
on Russian oil companies. 
“Our position on energy 
sourcing is well-known,” 
Jaiswal added. “We are 
guided by the imperative 
to secure affordable ener-
gy from diverse sources for 
our 1.4 billion people.”

External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar has pre-
viously defended India’s 
energy decisions, noting 
that its Russian oil im-
ports remain modest com-
pared to Europe’s.

Commerce Minister Pi-
yush Goyal meanwhile 
said trade talks with Wash-
ington are progressing, ex-
pressing optimism for a 
“fair and equitable” deal 
while emphasizing that In-
dia “will not sign any 
agreement in haste.”

Congress Slams NDA Over Nitish Kumar’s Exclusion 
from Manifesto Launch

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

The Congress party on 
Friday strongly criticised 
the NDA for allegedly not 
allowing Bihar Chief  Min-
ister Nitish Kumar to 
speak at the release of  the 
coalition’s manifesto for 
the upcoming Bihar As-
sembly elections. The op-
position described the 
move as “an insult to Bi-
har and Biharis.”

Speaking to reporters in 
Patna, senior Congress 
leader Ashok Gehlot con-
demned the NDA’s event, 
claiming the manifesto 
launch lasted only 26 sec-
onds. Gehlot said the brev-
ity of  the programme re-
f l e c t e d  t h e  r u l i n g 
coalition’s fear of  facing 
questions from the media 
about their 20-year govern-
ance record in Bihar. He 
described the manifesto it-
self  as a “string of  lies” 
and questioned the trans-
parency and credibility of  
the NDA leadership.

Gehlot accused the NDA 
of  attempting to sideline 
important voices from 
within their own ranks, in-
cluding Nitish Kumar, to 
avoid scrutiny over unful-

filled promises and gov-
ernance failures. He ar-
gued that the decision to 
limit participation at such 
a crucial public event un-
dermined democratic val-
ues and the coalition’s ac-
countability to the people 
of  Bihar.

The Congress leader 
also pointed out that the 
26-second launch was 

highly unusual for a mani-
festo unveiling, which typ-
ically involves detailed 
presentations and interac-
tions with the press. Ac-
cording to him, the NDA’s 
truncated approach sug-
gested an attempt to avoid 
public and media engage-
ment, raising concerns 
about the seriousness of  
their electoral promises.

Gehlot reiterated that 
the Congress would con-
tinue to highlight issues of  
governance, transparency, 
and development deficits 
in Bihar and challenge the 
NDA on matters of  public 
interest. He called for 
greater openness and in-
clusivity in political com-
munication, urging par-
t ies  to  respect  both 

leadership voices and citi-
zens’ right to clear infor-
mation ahead of  the 
elections.

The controversy has 
sparked debates over party 
politics and leadership dy-
namics in Bihar, with ana-
lysts noting that such inci-
dents could influence voter 
perceptions ahead of  the 
state polls.

Mumbai Filmmaker Takes 17 
Children Hostage Over Rs 

2.4 Crore Dispute

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  | 
Srinagar

In a shocking inci-
dent in Mumbai’s Powai 
area, filmmaker Rohit 
Arya held 19 people, in-
cluding 17 children, 
hostage at a film studio 
on Thursday. The stand-
off  ended when police 
conducted a rescue op-
eration, resulting in 
Arya being shot dead.

Arya had earlier re-
leased a video claiming 
he was owed Rs 2 crore 
for an urban sanitation 
and cleanliness drive 
led by his company, Ap-
sara Media Entertain-
ment Network, under 
the Project Let’s Change 
initiative. He stated that 
his demands were “sim-
ple, moral, and ethical,” 
though he did not pro-
vide details.

The Maharashtra Ed-
ucation Department 
clarified that while 
Arya and his company 

were selected in 2022 
and 2023 to run the pro-
ject, which involved 59 
lakh students as ‘swach-
hata monitors’, only Rs 
9.9 lakh had been dis-
bursed.  The second 
phase for 2023–24 allo-
cated Rs 20.63 crore, in-
cluding Rs 2 crore for 
the monitors, but Ar-
ya’s project documenta-
tion was incomplete 
and contained inflated 
costs for advertising, 
manpower, and techni-
cal support, leading to 
d e l a y s  i n 
implementation.

Arya later demanded 
Rs 2.42 crore and sought 
to expand the initiative 
to all state schools. 
However, the govern-
ment flagged discrepan-
cies, noting Arya col-
lected a registration fee 
from schools, which 
was not authorized un-
der government rules. 
In August 2024, he was 

directed to return the 
money and submit an 
affidavit promising not 
to collect funds, but he 
failed to comply. The 
cleanliness initiative 
was eventually disband-
ed following political 
changes in the state 
government.

Arya’s wife, Anjali 
Arya, told reporters 
that her husband had 
been fighting both for 
the promised money 
and recognition for his 
work. Authorities have 
stressed that Arya’s ac-
tions were illegal and 
highlighted procedural 
lapses in his handling 
of  government funds.

T he incident  has 
raised concerns over 
safety at film studios 
and the handling of  pri-
vate contractors in gov-
e r n m e n t  s c h e m e s , 
prompting calls for 
stricter oversight and 
compliance.

India, U.S. Sign 10-Year 
Defence Framework Pact

TPN Correspondent | New 
Delhi

In a landmark move, 
India and the United 
States on Friday signed 
a 10-year defence frame-
work agreement, under-
scoring the growing 
strategic partnership be-
tween the two nations. 
The agreement was for-
malized during a meet-
ing in Kuala Lumpur be-
tween Indian Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
and U.S. Defence Secre-
tary Peter Hegseth.

Defence Minister Sin-
gh described the pact as 
a signal of  deepening de-
fence cooperation, pro-
viding policy direction 
across the entire spec-
trum of  the India-U.S. 
defence relationship. He 
emphasized that the 
agreement will strength-
en collaboration on mili-
tary planning, joint ex-
ercises,  technolo g y 
sharing, and defence 
production.

The framework is ex-

pected to facilitate long-
term strategic planning, 
enabling both countries 
to coordinate on region-
al security challenges, 
maritime security, coun-
terterrorism, and emerg-
ing threats such as cyber 
and space security. By 
establishing a formal 
roadmap, the pact aims 
to enhance interopera-
bility between the two 
militaries and foster sus-
tained engagement at 
multiple levels.

Secretary Hegseth 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  the agreement 
in reinforcing regional 
stability and security co-
operation, noting that it 
reflects the shared com-
mitment of  India and 
the U.S. to address evolv-
ing geopolitical chal-
lenges in the Indo-Pacif-
ic and beyond. The pact 
also provides a platform 
to strengthen ties in de-
fence research, joint de-
velopment of  advanced 
technologies, and shar-

ing best practices in de-
fence management.

Officials noted that 
the agreement will serve 
as a long-term blueprint 
for strategic defence col-
laboration, guiding an-
nual bilateral exercises, 
training programs, and 
high-level consultations. 
The move comes at a 
time when both coun-
tries are looking to en-
hance their defence and 
security ties amid rising 
regional tensions.

The 10-year frame-
work is expected to ce-
ment India-U.S. military 
cooperation, offering 
predictability and conti-
nuity in defence plan-
ning and operations. 
Analysts say it marks a 
significant step in the 
broader strategic part-
nership between the two 
democracies, ensuring 
that defence collabora-
tion remains a corner-
stone of  bilateral rela-
t ions  for  the  next 
decade.
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Trump Urges Senate To Scrap 60-Vote Rule As 
Shutdown Drags On

TPN Bureau | Washington

 US President Donald 
Trump has urged Senate 
Republicans to scrap the 
60-vote filibuster rule, a 
move he says would allow 
them to end the month-
long federal government 
shutdown that has crip-
pled key public services 
and left thousands of  
workers without pay.

Posting on his Truth So-
cial platform late Thurs-
day, the 79-year-old Repub-
lican called for what he 
termed the “Nuclear Op-
tion,” which would elimi-
nate the long-standing 
Senate rule that requires 
60 votes to advance most 
legislation. The rule effec-
tively allows 41 of  the 100 
senators to block bills, 
f o r c i n g  b i p a r t i s a n 
cooperation.

“It is now time for Re-
publicans to play their 
‘TRUMP CARD’ and go for 
the Nuclear Option — get 
rid of  the filibuster, and 
get rid of  it NOW!” Trump 
wrote. “If  we did what we 
should be doing, it would 
immediately end this ri-
diculous, country-destroy-
ing shutdown.”

The shutdown, which 
began on October 1, has 
brought many US govern-
ment operations to a stand-

still. Federal workers re-
main unpaid, and critical 
services — from air traffic 
control to national park 
management — have been 
severely disrupted. The re-
lease of  GDP data has been 

delayed, while 42 million 
low-income Americans 
face potential suspension 
of  food stamp benefits 
starting Saturday.

According to the Con-
gressional Budget Office, 

the ongoing impasse could 
cost the US economy up to 
$14 billion if  not resolved 
soon.

While Trump’s proposal 
reflects frustration among 
Republicans, it remains 

unclear how such a rule 
change would be imple-
mented or whether it 
would garner enough sup-
port in the Senate. The fili-
buster, a key procedural 
safeguard in US govern-

ance, has long been defend-
ed by both parties as a cru-
cial check on majority 
power — though Trump 
has repeatedly called for 
its removal since his first 
term.

Prince Andrew Stripped of Royal Titles, Ordered to 
Vacate Windsor Mansion

TPN Correspondent | Florida

In a historic and unprec-
edented move, Britain’s 
King Charles III  has 
stripped Prince Andrew of  
all royal titles and ordered 
him to vacate his Windsor 
residence, following re-
newed scrutiny over his 
links to the late sex offend-
er Jeffrey Epstein.

Buckingham Palace an-
nounced on Thursday that 
Andrew, 65, will no longer 
be known as the Duke of  
York, and will instead go 
by Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor. A formal notice 
has been served for him to 
surrender the lease of  his 
Royal Lodge mansion on 
the Windsor Estate, where 
he has lived for decades. 
He will relocate to private 
accommodation on the 
Sandringham estate in 
eastern England.

“Their Majesties wish to 
make clear that their 
thoughts and utmost sym-
pathies remain with the 

victims and survivors of  
all forms of  abuse,” the 
palace said in a statement, 

emphasizing that the deci-
sion was necessary despite 
Andrew’s continued deni-

als of  wrongdoing.
The action marks one of  

the most severe discipli-

nary measures ever taken 
against a senior royal. 
King Charles, who is still 

undergoing treatment for 
cancer, reportedly had the 
backing of  Prince William 
and other family members 
in the decision.

Andrew’s fall from grace 
began in 2011 when he 
stepped down as the UK’s 
trade envoy amid contro-
versy over his friendship 
with Epstein. In 2019, he 
gave up public duties, and 
in 2022, he lost his military 
affiliations after facing 
sexual abuse allegations 
from Virginia Giuffre, 
which he settled out of  
court while maintaining 
his innocence.

Recent publication of  
emails between Andrew 
and Epstein from 2011 reig-
nited public outrage, 
prompting the king’s deci-
sive action. Royal observ-
ers say the move under-
s c o r e s  C h a r l e s ’ s 
commitment to protecting 
the monarchy’s integrity 
and distancing the institu-
tion from scandal.

Vietnam Floods Claim 13 Lives, 11 Missing as Rain 
Batters Central Region

TPN Correspondent |  Buenos 
Aires

The death toll from se-
vere flooding in central Vi-
etnam has risen to 13, with 
11 others still missing, as 
record-breaking rainfall 
continues to wreak havoc 
across the region, authori-
ties confirmed on Friday.

Days of  relentless down-
pours have caused wide-
spread flooding and land-
s l i d e s ,  s u b m e r g i n g 
thousands of  homes and 
cutting off  several rural 
communities. The UNE-
SCO-listed heritage sites 
of  Hue and Hoi An have 
been among the worst af-
fected, with streets and 
historic buildings inun-
dated under several feet of  
muddy water.

According to Vietnam’s 
National Steering Com-
mittee for Natural Disas-
ter Prevention, the torren-
tial rains — the heaviest in 
decades — began earlier 
this week, overwhelming 
rivers and drainage sys-
tems. Rescue operations 
are ongoing, with military 
and emergency teams de-
ployed to evacuate resi-
dents and deliver food, wa-
ter, and medical supplies 

to stranded areas.
In Hue, floodwaters 

have entered low-lying 
neighborhoods and dis-
rupted electricity and 
transport. Meanwhile, in 
Hoi An, a popular tourist 
destination, local authori-
ties have ordered tempo-

rary closures of  hotels 
and heritage sites to en-
sure safety. Images from 
the area show boats navi-
gating through the town’s 
flooded streets, reminis-
cent of  the devastating 
floods of  2020.

Meteorological officials 

warned that more rain is 
expected over the week-
end as a tropical depres-
sion moves toward Viet-
nam’s coast, raising fears 
of  further flooding and 
landslides in Quang Nam, 
Thua Thien-Hue, and Da 
Nang provinces.

Prime Minister Pham 
Minh Chinh has urged au-
thorities to prioritize res-
cue efforts and ensure no 
resident is left behind. 
“Saving lives and provid-
ing relief  are our top pri-
orities,” he said in an 
emergency meeting.

With the human toll ris-
ing and property losses 
mounting, central Viet-
nam faces its worst flood-
ing crisis in recent years, 
p r o m p t i n g  c a l l s  f o r 
stronger climate resil-
ience and infrastructure 
planning.

Japan PM Takaichi, 
China’s Xi to Hold First 

Talks in South Korea

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |  
Balochistan

Pakistani  troops 
have been accused of  
detaining and tortur-
ing a mother and her 
daughter in the Pan-
jgur district of  Balo-
chistan, leaving both 
critically injured, ac-
cording to local sources 
and human rights 
groups. The incident 
reportedly took place 
in the Panchi area, 
where security forces 
raided a residence and 
took the women into 
custody, later abandon-
ing them at Panjgur 
Hospital in a semi-con-
scious state.

Residents claim that 
the daughter was sexu-
ally assaulted by the 
personnel during the 
detention. The Human 
Rights Council of  Balo-
chistan (HRCB) con-
demned the attack as a 
“horrifying reflection 
of  the impunity and 
moral decay embedded 
in Pakistan’s security 
operations in Balo-
chistan.” In a state-
ment, the council de-
m a n d e d  a n 
independent inquiry, 
punishment for the per-
petrators, and justice 
for the victims.

Pakistani authorities 
have not issued any of-
ficial statement, fueling 
public outrage and 
deepening concerns 
over the continued pat-

tern of  human rights 
abuses in the region. 
Human rights defend-
ers describe the act as 
part of  a systematic 
campaign of  violence 
a g a i n s t  B a l o c h 
women.

This case follows a 
series of  similar inci-
dents in recent months. 
In September, a woman 
named Safia Bibi was 
allegedly abducted dur-
ing a military raid in 
Khuzdar’s Zehri area 
before being released 
days later. Earlier this 
year, 23-year-old stu-
dent Mahjabeen Baloch 
disappeared from her 
hostel in Quetta, five 
days after her brother 
was taken into custody.

Activists warn that 
the cycle of  violence 
and impunity in Balo-
chistan continues to es-
calate mistrust be-
tween the state and the 
Baloch population. 
Without transparent in-
vestigations and ac-
countability, human 
rights groups fear fur-
ther deterioration of  
civil rights in the prov-
ince. The incident has 
drawn renewed atten-
tion to Pakistan’s han-
dling of  Balochistan, 
highlighting the urgent 
need for oversight, pro-
tection of  civilians, and 
adherence to interna-
tional human rights 
standards to prevent 
further abuses.

Pakistani Forces Accused 
of Torturing Mother and 
Daughter in Balochistan

TPN Correspondent |  Busan

Japanese Prime Min-
ister Sanae Takaichi 
and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping are set to 
hold their first-ever bi-
lateral meeting on Fri-
day afternoon in South 
Korea, the Japanese 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n -
nounced. The encoun-
ter takes place on the 
sidelines of  the two-day 
Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) 
summit in Gyeongju 
and marks Takaichi’s 
first meeting with Xi 
since assuming office 
last week. The talks are 
expected to focus on re-
affirming both nations’ 
commitment to foster-
ing a “strategic and 
mutually beneficial re-
lationship” while pur-
suing “constructive 
and stable” ties, amid 
ongoing tensions over 
historical and territo-
rial disputes. Relations 
between Tokyo and Bei-
jing remain strained, 
particularly due to re-
peated incursions by 
Chinese coast guard 
vessels into Japanese 
waters near the Sen-
kaku Islands, which 
China claims as Di-
aoyu. China has adopt-
ed a cautious stance to-
ward Takaichi, widely 
regarded as a China 
hawk, and has yet to ex-
tend a congratulatory 
message to her follow-
ing her appointment, 
unlike with her three 
predecessors. During a 

recent phone call with 
Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Toshimitsu Mote-
gi, China’s top diplomat 
Wang Yi emphasized 
that issues concerning 
history and Taiwan 
form the “foundation 
of  bilateral relations 
and basic trust.”

Takaichi, known for 
her conservative poli-
cies and alignment 
with for mer Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, is 
expected to press China 
on its growing mari-
time activity near the 
Senkaku Islands and 
highlight the impor-
tance of  peace and sta-
bility across the Tai-
wan Strait. She may 
also seek the early re-
lease of  Japanese na-
tionals detained in Chi-
n a  o n  e s p i o n a g e 
charges, according to 
sources.

The meeting is being 
closely watched by re-
gional and global ob-
servers, as it could sig-
nal a potential thaw or 
at least a stabilizing di-
alogue in Sino-Japa-
nese relations, which 
have been tense due to 
historical grievances, 
territorial disputes, 
and growing military 
assertiveness in the 
East China Sea.

This first encounter 
between Takaichi and 
Xi will be a significant 
test of  diplomacy amid 
complex geopolitical 
dynamics in the Asia-
Pacific region.
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GAIL India Q2 Profit Falls 17% Amid Rising 
Costs

State-owned gas distributor 
GAIL (India) Ltd. reported a 
17% decline in standalone net 
profit for the second quarter of  
2 0 2 5 ,  a s  r i s i n g  e x p e n s e s 
weighed on earnings. The com-
pany’s net profit fell to ₹2,217.24 
crore compared with the same 
period last year.

GAIL’s cumulative expenses 
for Q2 increased 9.3% year-on-
year (YoY) to ₹33,000.62 crore, 
driven primarily by higher ma-
terial costs, which rose 8.6% 
YoY. Analysts point out that the 
inflationary pressure on raw 
materials and procurement 
costs has been a key factor in 
squeezing margins for the 
company.

Despite the rise in expenses, 
GAIL’s total revenue grew by 
approximately 6.5% YoY to
₹35,823.81 crore during the 
quarter. The increase in reve-
nue was supported by higher 
gas sales and steady demand 
for the company’s petrochemi-
cal and pipeline services across 
d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l 
markets.

GAIL, which plays a crucial 
role in India’s energy distribu-
tion network, has been navigat-
ing challenges including global 
commodity price volatility and 
domestic supply chain con-
straints. While revenue growth 

indicates robust demand for 
gas, the surge in operating 
costs highlights the need for 
tighter expense management to 
protect profitability.

Company officials remain 
optimistic about long-ter m 

prospects, citing strategic ex-
pansions in pipeline infra-
structure and natural gas mar-
keting as potential drivers for 
sustained growth. They have 
also emphasized ongoing ef-
forts to enhance operational ef-

ficiency and cost controls to 
c o u n t e r  r i s i n g  i n p u t 
expenses.

As India’s energy demand 
continues to grow, GAIL faces 
the dual challenge of  capital-
izing on market opportunities 

while managing costs amid in-
flationary pressures. The Q2 
results underscore the delicate 
balance between growth and 
expense management for the 
state-run distributor in a dy-
namic energy sector.

India Could Lose Nearly a Quarter of GDP by 2070 
Due to Climate Change

India could face a potential 
GDP loss of  up to 24.7% by 2070 
due to the impacts of  climate 
change, underscoring the ur-
gency for immediate action, 
said Dr. Ewa Suwara, Deputy 
Head of  Delegation, European 
Union to India. She made the re-

marks at the Renewable Energy 
India (REI) Expo & The Battery 
Show India (TBSI) 2025.

Speaking at the event, Dr. Su-
wara highlighted that climate 
change is already taking a toll 
on global economic growth, af-
fecting productivity, agricul-

ture, infrastructure, and public 
health. She emphasized that 
transitioning to green energy 
and clean industries is no long-
er optional but essential for a 
sustainable  and resi l ient 
future.

“In this context, green energy 

and clean industries are not 
merely options but imperatives 
for a sustainable future. The 
European Union deeply values 
its partnership with India, espe-
cially as both regions stand 
committed to advancing climate 
resilience, fostering innova-

tion, and ensuring that ambi-
tion is matched by action,” she 
said.

Dr. Philipp Ackermann, Am-
bassador of  Germany to India, 
added that collaboration be-
tween European and Indian en-
terprises can accelerate the 
clean energy transition. He not-
ed that European private sector 
companies bring advanced tech-
nologies and expertise in solar, 
wind, bioenergy, storage, and 
green hydrogen, while Indian 
companies contribute scale, dy-
namism, and local insights.

The EU delegation empha-
sized that stronger cooperation 
could help India meet its cli-
mate and energy goals while 
boosting economic growth. Ex-
perts at the expo stressed that 
public-private partnerships, in-
novation, and technology adop-
tion are critical to mitigating 
climate risks and reducing po-
tential economic losses.

The warnings come amid 
growing concerns over climate 
change impacts in South Asia, 
including rising temperatures, 
erratic rainfall, and extreme 
weather events, all of  which 
could significantly affect In-
dia’s  long-ter m economic 
stability.

India’s Forex Reserves 
Fall by $6.9 Billion

India’s foreign ex-
change reserves fell by 
$6.925 billion to $695.355 
billion for the week end-
ed October 24, the Re-
serve Bank of  India 
(RBI) reported on Fri-
day. This follows an in-
crease of  $4.496 billion 
in the previous week, 
when reserves had ris-
en to $702.28 billion.

The forex reserves, 
which include foreign 
currency assets, gold, 
special drawing rights 
(SDRs), and the coun-
try’s reserve position 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), 
are a key indicator of  
India’s economic health 
and external stability.

Foreign currency as-
sets (FCAs), the largest 
component of  the re-
serves, also saw a de-
cline during the week, 
reflecting movements 
in global currencies 
and market conditions. 
Analysts note that fluc-
tuations in the U.S. dol-
lar, changes in oil im-
port bills, and outflows 
related to debt repay-
ments or portfolio in-
vestments can influ-
e n c e  t h e  re s e r ve s 
significantly on a week-
ly basis.

Gold reserves, anoth-

er  component ,  re -
mained relatively sta-
ble, while the country’s 
holdings in special 
drawing rights and the 
IMF’s reserve position 
showed minor varia-
tions. Despite the re-
cent dip, India’s forex 
reserves remain among 
the largest in the world, 
providing a cushion 
against external shocks 
and supporting the ru-
pee’s stability.

Exper ts  say that 
while weekly move-
ments are normal, per-
sistent declines could 
indicate pressure on 
the currency and may 
impact import costs, in-
flation, and overall eco-
nomic confidence. The 
RBI continues to moni-
tor global market trends 
and adjust its interven-
tions to maintain stabil-
ity in the forex market.

The reserves’ move-
ment comes amid a vol-
atile global economic 
environment, including 
fluctuating crude oil 
prices, tightening mon-
etary policies in major 
economies, and ongoing 
geopolitical uncertain-
ties, all of  which can in-
fluence capital flows 
and foreign exchange 
reserves.

Sensex Falls 466 Points on Weak Global 
Cues, Bank Selling

Mumbai: The benchmark BSE 
Sensex declined for the second 
consecutive day on Friday, drop-
ping 465.75 points or 0.55% to 
close at 83,938.71 amid heavy sell-
ing in private banking stocks 
and a weak trend in global mar-
kets. During the day, the index 
fell as much as 498.8 points to 
83,905.66.

Market participants cited for-
eign fund outflows, mixed corpo-
rate earnings, and lingering un-
certainty over the U.S. Federal 
Reserve’s future rate actions as 
key factors weighing on investor 
sentiment. The broader Nifty 50 
index also mirrored the down-
trend, reflecting cautious trad-
ing across sectors.

Private sector banks were 
among the biggest drags on the 
market, with investors booking 
profits after recent gains. Ana-
lysts said that ongoing concerns 
about global interest rates, infla-
tion, and economic growth con-
tinue to impact risk appetite, 
prompting investors to shift 
funds away from equities toward 
safer assets.

Global markets were subdued, 
with major indices in the U.S., 
Europe, and Asia showing mod-

est declines amid mixed econom-
ic data and concerns over poten-
tial rate hikes by central banks. 
The domestic market’s sensitiv-
ity to foreign institutional inves-
tor (FII) flows was evident as 
continued outflows contributed 

to the pressure on stock prices.
Despite the short-term volatil-

ity, experts suggested that the 
market fundamentals remain in-
tact, and sectors such as IT, en-
ergy, and consumer goods could 
see selective buying in the near 

term. Investors are closely 
watching upcoming corporate 
results and global cues for guid-
ance on market direction.

Friday’s decline marked the 
second straight session of  losses 
for Indian equities, highlighting 

the challenges posed by external 
uncertainties and domestic prof-
it-booking pressures. Analysts 
continue to advise cautious trad-
ing until the global rate outlook 
and corporate earnings trends 
become clearer.

Rupee Slips to 
88.27 Against 

Dollar

The Indian rupee 
weakened by 8 paise to 
close at 88.27 against 
the U.S. dollar on Tues-
day, tracking weak do-
mestic equities and for-
eign fund outflows. The 
depreciation reflects 
investor caution amid 
global and domestic 
market movements.

Forex traders noted 
that foreign institution-
al investors (FIIs) sold 
equities worth ₹55.58 
crore on October 27, 
2025, putting pressure 
on the currency. Despite 
the outflows, the ru-
pee’s decline was limit-
ed as a softening U.S. 
dollar and easing crude 
oil prices provided 
some support.

The dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s strength 
against a basket of  six 
major currencies, fell 
0.09% to 98.69, indicat-
ing mild weakness in 
the U.S. currency in 
global markets. Ana-
lysts said that a weaker 
dollar tends to ease 
pressure on emerging 
market currencies, in-
cluding the rupee, even 
when domestic factors 
e x e r t  d o w n w a r d 
pressure.

Sectorally, persistent 
selling in equity mar-

kets, coupled with cau-
tious trading ahead of  
upcoming macroeco-
nomic data, influenced 
currency movements. 
Market participants 
highlighted that short-
term fluctuations in the 
rupee are often driven 
by global risk senti-
ment, crude oil price 
trends, and capital 
flows.

Economists observed 
that while the rupee’s 
recent depreciation is 
modest, continued for-
eign fund outflows or 
shar p volatility in 
crude oil prices could 
create further down-
ward pressure. They ad-
vised monitoring mac-
roeconomic indicators 
and global market cues 
closely for clues on the 
near-term trajectory of  
the currency.

Overall, the rupee’s 
performance on Tues-
day reflects a balance 
between domestic equi-
ty market weakness 
and global cues, under-
scoring its sensitivity 
to both local and inter-
national developments. 
Investors and exporters 
are expected to track 
currency movements 
closely in the coming 
days.
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India’s beloved ani-
mated icon Chhota Bhe 
em is stepping off  the 
screen and into the real 
world with the launch 
of  Chhota Bheem Cafe 
s, a first of  its kind the 
med dining experience. 
The initiative is set to 
begin this December in 
Hyderabad, where the 
franchise was born.

Created by Hyderab 
ad-based Green Gold 
Animation, Chhota Bh 
eem has been a house-
hold name for over a 
decade. Now, in collabo-
ration with EBG Gro 
up, the studios are tran 
sforming the animated 
universe into a real-life 
experience for children 
and families. The first 
two themed cafes will 
open in Hyderabad’s 
Hitech City, chosen for 
its urban appeal and 
proximity to the stu-

dio’s headquarters.
Designed as family-

friendly destinations, 
these cafes will com-
bine storytelling, inter-
active play zones, and 
dining experience. 
Kids can expect to en-
gage with characters 
like Chhota Bheem, 
Chutki, and Mighty 
Raju in immersive 

spaces. The venues will 
also include storytell-
ing corners, licensed 
merchandise, and men-
us featuring both kid-
favorites and healthy 
food options.

The cafes will be lau 
nched in two formats, 
an express version for 
quick-service outlets 
and a full-scale themed 

model offering a com-
plete experience. The 
initial rollout will fol-
low a Company-Owned, 
Company-Operated 
(COCO) model, with 
franchise partnerships 
expected as expansion 
progresses.

The business plan is 
ambitious: 50 outlets 
are targeted for 2026, 
with a goal of  scaling 
up to 300 locations na-
tion wide. The initia-
tive is backed by signif-
icant investment and is 
expected to generate 
over 250 direct and in-
direct jobs in its early 
phase.

With this move, Ch 
hota Bheem aims to bui 
ld a real-world brand 
experience, merging 
entertainment, educa-
tion, and family dining, 
making it a new-age 
destination for kids 
and parents alike.

In a world where luxu-
ry is often defined by 
gold and diamonds, an 
unusual and natural ma-
terial appeared in head-
lines, eiderdown, the rar-
est and most expensive 
quilt filling on the plan-
et. Priced at an astonish-
ing ₹12 lakh (approx. $15, 
000) per quilt, this Arctic 
marvel is sourced from 
the eider duck, a seabird, 
native to the cold regions 
of  the Arctic and North 
Atlantic.

What makes eider-
down so special? 

It’s the ultra-soft feath-
ers found beneath the 
belly of  the female eider 
duck, which she plucks 
to line her nest. These 
down feathers are not 
only lightweight and ex-
tremely warm, but also 
hydrophobic, meaning 
that they repel water. 
Even when in dive, they 
float and remain dry due 
to their microscopic air-
trapping structure, offer-
ing insulation far supe-
rior to other materials.

Only about 3 to 4 tonn 

es of  eiderdown are har-
vested globally each year, 
with Iceland producing 
70-85% of  the wo rld’s 
supply. In fact, it tak es 
feathers from around 66 
duck nests to create just 
one kilogram of  eider-
down, the amou nt need-
ed for a single qui lt. 
That’s how rare this ma-
terial truly is.

Used in high-end prod-
ucts like luxury puffer 

jackets and premium 
bedding, eiderdown is of-
ten featured by compa-
nies like Wallback, cater-
ing to extreme weather 
explorers and luxury 
markets.

The rarity of  eider-
down is such that, ac-
cording to Hakai Maga-
zine, the entire global 
stock could fit inside a 
small truck. Despite its 
high cost, demand re-

mains strong due to its 
unmatched war mth, 
featherlight weight, and 
eco-friendly sourcing, 
the down is collected 
without harming the 
birds.

As the world looks to-
ward sustainable yet lux-
urious alternatives, ei-
derdown quilts  are 
redefining what it means 
to sleep in comfort and 
style, the Arctic style.

AI research firm 
Anthropic has laun 
ched its latest model, 
Claude Sonnet 4.5, 
which the company 
claims is the best AI 
coding model in the 
world. The announce-
ment was made on 
Tuesday, with the 
company highlight-
ing major improve-
ments in the model's 
coding abilities, com-
puter usage, and 
practical business 
applications.

Claude Sonnet 4.5 
is described as a sig-
nificant leap forward 
from its predecessor 
s, offering the ability 
to create production-
ready applications, 
not just functional 
prototypes. This up-
grade marks a major 
advancement in the 
model’s reliability 
and real-world utility, 
especially in com-
plex, high-stakes en-
vironments like cy-
bersecurity, finance, 
and scientific rese 
arch.

Anthropic says the 
model achieves in-
dustry-leading re-
sults on key coding 
benchmarks, includ-
ing the SWE-Bench 
Verified, a standard 
measure for software 
e n g i n e e r i n g  A I 
performance.

“Claude Sonnet 4.5 
is our most aligned 

frontier model yet,” 
the company said in 
an official statement. 
Extensive  safety 
training has helped 
reduce problematic 
behaviors such as 
sycophancy, decep-
tion, power-seeking 
tendencies, and en-
couragement of  delu-
sional thinking, the 
major issues that 
have historically pla 
gued large AI syst 
ems.

Additionally, the 
model features str 
onger defence mecha-
nisms against pro 
mpt injection attacks, 
a growing concern in 
agent-based and au-
tonomous AI syst 
ems.

Anthropic also em-
phasized that Claude 
Sonnet 4.5 has im-
proved in “agentic” 
behavior, its ability 
to interact with digi-
tal tools and software 
systems, making it 
more effective for use 
in enterprise settings 
and as a digital assi 
stant.

As generative AI 
competition intensi-
fies, Claude Sonnet 
4.5 positions Anthr 
opic as a serious con-
tender in AI for devel-
opers and businesses 
alike, directly rival-
ing models  from 
Open-AI, Google De 
ep Mind, and others.

Skywatchers in India and 
around the world are in for a 
celestial treat as a rare Octo-
ber Harvest Moon is set to 
brighten the night sky next 
week. Traditionally associ-
ated with September, the 
Harvest Moon is the full 
moon closest to the autumnal 
equinox, but this year, due to 
the lunar cycle, it will occur 
in October, a rarity that last 
happened in 2020 and can't be 
witnessed again until 2028.

In 2025, this stunning lu-
nar event will peak on the 
night of  October 6, reaching 
full phase at 03:48 GMT on 
October 7th. The moon will 
appear full for nearly three 
days, from October 5th to Oc-
tober 8th, making it a pro-
longed and delightful view-
ing opportunity.

Adding to the spectacle, 
this year's Harvest Moon is 
also a supermoon, meaning 
it will be closer to Earth in its 

orbit, appearing approxi-
mately 6.6% larger and 13% 
brighter than a typical full 
moon. The result is a radiant, 
golden-hued moonrise that 
will be hard to miss, especial-
ly if  skies are clear.

Yes, India will get a clear 
view of  this celestial event, 
provided the weather cooper-
ates. The moon will rise 
shortly after sunset and can 
be seen traveling from the 
easter n to wester n sky 
throughout the night.

The Harvest Moon holds 
deep cultural significance, 
historically offering farmers 
extra light to gather crops be-
fore winter. Across cultures, 
it’s been a symbol of  abun-
dance, gratitude, and human-
ity’s connection to nature.

Whether you're a seasoned 
astronomer or just an admir-
er of  the night sky, this rare 
October Harvest Supermoon 
is a must-see event.

Amazon is official-
ly shutting down its 
Prime Invitee pro-
gram, a long standing 
feature that allowed 
users to share Prime 
shipping benefits 
with family mem-
bers, on October 1, 
2025. The program, 
first launched in 2009, 
enabled a Prime sub-
scriber to extend free 
two-day shipping to 
another adult, even if  
they lived at a differ-
ent address.

After 16 years, the 
Prime Invitee pro-
gram will be discon-
tinued, and enrolled 
users will lose access 
to the shared free de-
livery service. This 
change affects mem-
bers who were part of  
the program before 
2015, the year Ama-
zon quietly stopped 
accepting new users 
under the scheme.

Instead, Amazon is 
encouraging users to 
switch to the Amazon 
Family program, wh 
ich allows the shar-
ing of  a broader rang 
e of  Prime benefits, 
but with one key con-
dition: all members 
must live at the same 
address.  Amazon 
Family includes fea-
tures like fast and 

free delivery, access 
to Prime Video, Ama-
zon Music, exclusive 
shopping deals, Grub-
hub+ membership, 
and even fuel savings 
at over 7,500 partici-
pating locations in-
cluding bp, Amoco, 
and ampm outlets.

In a statement to 
USA Today, Amazon 
said, “Prime membe 
rs can instead share a 
broad range of  Prime 
benefits with Ama-
zon Family,” empha-
sizing the broader en-
t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d 
utility offerings now 
incl uded.

To ease the transi-
tion, Amazon is offer-
ing a limited-time 
deal for those impact-
ed by the change. Eli-
gible users can get 12 
months of  Prime for 
just $14.99, a signifi-
cant discount com-
pared to standard 
pricing. This offer is 
valid until December 
31, 2025.

As Amazon contin-
ues to streamline its 
services, this move 
marks the end of  one 
of  its earliest loyalty 
features, pushing us-
ers toward a more 
unified and address-
verified Prime shar-
ing experience.

Rare 'Harvest Moon' to Illuminate 
October Sky — Visible in India Too

Anthropic 
Unveils Claude 
Sonnet 4.5, Its 
Most Advanced 

AI for Coding

World’s Most Expensive Quilt Made 
From Arctic Bird Feathers, Costs 12 Lakh

Chhota Bheem Cafes to 
Launch in Hyderabad, 300 
Outlets Planned Across India

Amazon discon-
tinues 16-Year-

Old Prime 
Invitee Program
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16-Year-Old Ilamparthi A R Becomes India’s 
90th Chess Grandmaster

Ilamparthi A R, a 16-year-
old chess prodigy from 
Chennai, has become In-
dia’s 90th Grandmaster af-
ter achieving his final 
norm at the GM4 Bijeljina 
2025 Chess Festival in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina.

Ilamparthi’s journey to 
the Grandmaster title has 
been marked by consistent 
performance across inter-
national tournaments. He 
secured his first GM norm 
at the Hanoi tournament in 
Vietnam in December 2023, 
followed by a second norm 
at the Singapore Interna-
tional Open in 2024. Cross-
ing the 2500 Elo rating at 
the Rilton Cup (2024–25) po-
sitioned him for the final 
push, and his performance 
in Bosnia sealed the pres-
tigious title.

The achievement was 
widely celebrated in the 
chess community. AICF 
president Nitin Narang 
took to social media to con-
gratulate Ilamparthi, say-
ing, “Grandmaster No. 90 
for Bharat! Congratula-
tions to Ilamparthi A R on 
fulfilling all the require-
ments to become the 90th 
Grandmaster of  the coun-
try. Wishing you many 

more laurels and continued 
success in making the na-
tion proud.”

Legendary Indian chess 
player and five-time World 
Champion Viswanathan 
Anand also praised the 
young prodigy, noting, “He 
has been missing the title 

on a few occasions, but each 
time he came back and 
worked harder. I really be-
lieve he has a lot of  poten-
tial and we hope to work 
together towards greater 
achievements.”

Ilamparthi’s rise is seen 
as a continuation of  India’s 

growing prominence in in-
ternational chess, follow-
ing in the footsteps of  play-
ers  l ike  Viswanathan 
Anand and Praggnanand-
haa R. His achievement at 
such a young age highlights 
his talent, dedication, and 
the growing support sys-

tem for chess in India.
The chess fraternity and 

sports enthusiasts across 
the country have hailed Il-
amparthi’s accomplish-
ment, celebrating him as an 
inspiration for aspiring 
young players aiming to ex-
cel on the global stage.

Abhishek Sharma Shines as Hazlewood Tears Through 
India in 2nd T20I

India were bundled out 
for 125 in the second T20I 
against Australia at the 
M e l b o u r n e  C r i c k e t 
Ground, with Abhishek 
Sharma the lone bright 
spot amid a top-order col-
lapse. The first match of  
the five-game series in Can-

berra had been abandoned 
due to rain.

Abhishek’s 37-ball 68 fea-
tured aggressive strokes on 
the of f -side,  including 
slashes, check drives, and 
lofted shots, helping him 
reach a 23-ball half-century 
in his debut appearance at 

the iconic venue. His in-
nings stood out as the only 
resistance against the re-
lentless Australian pace 
attack.

Australia’s Josh Hazle-
wood led the charge, wreak-
ing havoc on India’s top 
and middle order. He dis-

missed vice-captain Shub-
man Gill, captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav,  and Tilak 
Varma early, leaving India 
reeling at 5 wickets down 
in just eight overs. The rest 
of  the batting lineup fal-
tered under pressure, fail-
ing to build partnerships 

or mount a meaningful 
chase.

Harshit Rana, promoted 
to No. 7, scored a quick 35, 
offering some late resist-
ance, but it was not enough 
to lift India to a competitive 
total. The visitors’ batting 
frai l t ies,  par t icularly 
against high-quality pace 
bowling in power play 
overs, were on full display.

Australia chased the 
modest target efficiently, 
with their openers and 
middle order keeping the 
scoreboard ticking. Hazle-
wood’s stellar bowling spell 
ensured India never gained 
momentum, giving the 
hosts a comfortable 4-wick-
et victory and a 1-0 lead in 
the series.

The defeat highlights In-
d i a ’s  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o 
strengthen their top-order 
batting and develop strate-
gies to handle quality pace 
attacks. With three more 
T20Is scheduled, India will 
aim to regroup and bounce 
back, while Australia looks 
to consolidate their advan-
tage and take a command-
ing lead in the five-match 
series.

Australia Beat India by 4 Wickets in 2nd T20I, 
Take Series Lead

Australia defeated India 
by 4 wickets in the second 
T20I at the Melbour ne 
Cricket Ground, taking a 1-0 
lead in the five-match se-
ries. The hosts chased down 
India’s modest target of  126 
with ease, maintaining 
their dominant form in the 
series.

India, sent in to bat by 
Australian captain Mitchell 
Marsh, struggled from the 
start. The team was bundled 
out for 125 in 18.4 overs, los-
ing early wickets under 
pressure. Australian pacer 
Josh Hazlewood starred 
with the ball, dismantling 
India’s top order in a sensa-
tional spell. He accounted 
for vice-captain Shubman 
Gill, captain Suryakumar 
Yadav, and Tilak Varma in 
the initial overs, putting In-
dia  on the  back foot 
immediately.

Amid the batting collapse, 
Abhishek Sharma stood out 
with a resilient 68 runs, 
while Harshit Rana, pro-
moted to No. 7, contributed 
35 runs, providing some re-
sistance. Despite their ef-
forts, India could not recov-
er, as the middle and lower 
order failed to capitalize on 
the platform created by 
Sharma and Rana.Austral-
ia’s chase was clinical, an-

chored by steady batting 
performances and disci-
plined bowling. The visitors 
managed the target effi-
ciently without losing con-
trol, showcasing their expe-
rience and composure in 

tricky situations.
This win gives Australia 

an early edge in the five-
match T20I series, placing 
pressure on India to re-
spond in the remaining 
games. The Indian team will 

need to address their bat-
ting fragility, especially 
their vulnerability against 
fast bowling in powerplay 
overs, to remain competi-
tive in the series.

The third T20I is sched-

uled to be played later this 
week, where India will look 
to bounce back and level the 
series, while Australia aims 
to consolidate their lead and 
secure a significant advan-
tage in the contest.

Sinner, Zverev Advance 
to Paris Masters 
Quarter-Finals

Italy’s Jannik Sinner and de-
fending champion Alexander 
Zverev powered into the Paris 
Masters quarter-finals on Thurs-
day, keeping their title hopes 
alive in dominant fashion.

Sinner eased past Francisco 
Cerundolo 7-5, 6-1 to reach the 
last eight, setting up a high-volt-
age clash with American Ben 
Shelton. The victory means Sin-
ner remains on track to reclaim 
the World No. 1 ranking, follow-
ing Carlos Alcaraz’s shock early 
exit at the hands of  Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie.

“It was a crucial first set. 
Francisco is very talented and 
tough to play against, but I 
raised my level in the second,” 
Sinner said after his win. The 
24-year-old, who has yet to drop 
a set this tournament, is aiming 
for his fifth title of  the season.

Shelton continued his dream 
season, beating Andrey Rublev 
7-6(6), 6-3. The American fifth 
seed, who won his maiden Mas-

ters 1000 title in Toronto earlier 
this year, also secured a debut 
spot at the ATP Finals in Turin. 
“It’s the result of  a year’s hard 
work — the ups, downs, and 
comebacks,” Shelton said.

Meanwhile, Zverev main-
tained his title defence with a 
6-2, 6-4 victory over Spain’s Ale-
jandro Davidovich Fokina. The 
German third seed will next 
face former World No. 1 Daniil 
Medvedev, who defeated Loren-
zo Sonego in three sets. “Daniil 
is my kryptonite — he beats me 
most of  the time,” Zverev 
admitted.

Elsewhere, Alexander Bublik 
stunned fourth seed Taylor Fritz 
7-6(5), 6-2 to meet Alex de Min-
aur, who cruised past Karen 
Khachanov 6-2, 6-2. Felix Auger-
Aliassime also advanced, rally-
ing past Daniel Altmaier 3-6, 6-3, 
6-2, keeping his ATP Finals 
hopes alive as the Paris Masters 
heads into an electrifying final 
weekend.

Oman Replaces 
Pakistan at Junior 
Hockey World Cup

Oman will join the lineup for 
the upcoming FIH Men’s Junior 
World Cup 2025 in Tamil Nadu, 
following Pakistan’s late with-
drawal, the International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) announced 
on Wednesday. The tournament 
is scheduled from November 28 
to December 10, with matches to 
be  held  in  Chennai  and 
Madurai.

Oman earned the spot as the 
next highest-ranked team from 
the Junior Asia Cup 2024, step-
ping in after Pakistan decided 
not to participate despite quali-
fying through last year’s conti-
nental championship. The Paki-
s t a n  H o c ke y  Fe d e r a t i o n 
informed the FIH that the team 
would not accept the invitation, 
citing internal consultations 
with their government before 
the event.

Pakistan had been placed in 
Group B alongside India, Chile, 
and Switzerland. With Oman 
taking their place, the group 
composition has been updated 
ahead of  the tournament. This 
late withdrawal marks the sec-
ond recent instance of  Pakistan 

pulling out from a major hockey 
event in India, after the Men’s 
Asia Cup in Rajgir, Bihar, where 
Bangladesh replaced them. The 
withdrawal also cost Pakistan a 
chance to qualify for next year’s 
World Cup, as the Asia Junior 
Cup served as a qualifying event.

The FIH had initially post-
poned the official draw for near-
ly a month to accommodate Paki-
s t a n ’ s  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , 
eventually holding the ceremony 
at its headquarters in Lausanne. 
The Men’s Junior World Cup 
2025 will feature 24 teams for the 
first time, alongside the Wom-
en’s edition, reflecting the FIH’s 
Empowerment and Engagement 
strategy aimed at promoting 
wider participation.

Germany enters the tourna-
ment as the defending champi-
ons, having won the 2023 edition 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The 
inclusion of  Oman ensures the 
tournament maintains full par-
ticipation and competitive bal-
ance, while giving the Middle 
Eastern nation an opportunity to 
showcase its growing hockey 
prowess on the global stage.
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‘Dining With The 
Kapoors’ Documentary 

to Stream on Netflix 

Netflix has officially 
announced the release of  
its upcoming documen-
tary series, “Dining With 
The Kapoors,” centered 
on Bollywood’s legend-
ary Kapoor family. The 
much-anticipated series 
will start streaming on 
November 21, offering 
fans a rare and intimate 
glimpse into the lives of  
one of  India’s most icon-
ic film dynasties.

The documentary will 
feature prominent fami-
ly members including 
Ranbir Kapoor, Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, Karisma 
Kapoor, and several oth-
er stars from the illustri-
o u s  K a p o o r  c l a n . 
Through candid conver-
sations and personal an-
ecdotes, the series will 
delve into the family’s 
strong legacy that began 

with the great Raj Ka-
poor, fondly remembered 
as the “Showman of  In-
dian Cinema.”

“Dining With The Ka-
poors” is expected to 
showcase heartfelt fami-
ly moments, untold sto-
ries, and nostalgic mem-
ories from the family’s 
rich cinematic history. 
From their childhood 
recollections to behind-
the-scenes tales of  Bolly-
wood’s golden era, the 
series promises a mix of  
emotion, glamour, and 
legacy. The documentary 
also explores how the 
younger generation of  
Kapoors continues to up-
hold their family’s crea-
tive tradition while shap-
ing their own unique 
identities in the modern 
film industry.

According to Netflix, 

the show’s title reflects 
the documentary’s inti-
mate tone — most of  the 
storytelling unfolds 
around a shared family 
table, where laughter, 
nostalgia, and memories 
flow freely. Fans across 
social media have al-
ready expressed excite-
ment, calling it a “dream 
project” that celebrates 
both cinema and family 
bonds.

With a combination of  
legacy, laughter, and 
love, “Dining With The 
Kapoors” is set to be a 
must-watch for Bolly-
wood fans. The documen-
tary will premiere exclu-
sively on Netflix on 
November 21, 2025, tak-
ing audiences inside the 
home and hearts of  In-
dia’s most celebrated 
film family.

Chiranjeevi Urges Strict Laws Against Deepfake 
and AI Misuse

Stranger Things 5 Trailer 
Sets Stage for Final 
Battle with Vecna

Nandamuri Tejeswini 
Shines in Her On-Screen 

Debut for Siddhartha 
Fine Jewellers

Nandamuri Tejeswi-
ni, the younger daugh-
ter of  Telugu superstar 
Nandamuri Balakrish-
na, has officially made 
her on-screen debut — 
not  in  a  f i lm,  but 
through a commercial 
for Siddhartha Fine 
Jewellers. The celebrat-
ed jewellery brand an-
nounced Tejeswini as 
its new brand ambassa-
dor, marking a proud 
and special moment for 
both the Nandamuri 
family and Telugu cin-
ema admirers.

The advertisement, 
directed by D. Yamuna 
Kishore, beautifully 
captures Tejeswini’s el-
egance and grace. De-
spite being her first ap-
pearance before the 
camera, she exudes re-
markable confidence 
and poise,  ear ning 
praise from both indus-
try insiders and fans. 
Her natural screen 
presence and charm re-
flect the legacy of  the 
illustrious Nandamuri 
lineage.

The ad film’s creative 
team includes Brinda 
Master as choreogra-
pher, S.S. Thaman for 
music,  and Ayanka 
Bose as cinematogra-
pher. Avinash Kolla 

handled art direction, 
while Naveen Nooli 
took care of  editing. 
Renowned celebrity 
photographer Daboo 
Ratnani captured the 
stunning stills for the 
campaign, adding a 
touch of  glamour to the 
overall presentation.

At the official launch 
event, Siddhartha Fine 
Jewellers’ directors — 
Smt. Nagini Prasad Ve-
muri, Smt. Sreemani 
Mathukumill i ,  and 
Smt. Sreedurga Katra-
gadda — graced the oc-
casion. Speaking on be-
half  of  the brand, Sri 
Vemuri Krishna Pras-
ad expressed his de-
light in associating 
with Tejeswini,  ap-
plauding her profes-
sionalism and natural 
charm.

With this elegant de-
b u t ,  N a n d a m u r i 
Tejeswini has made a 
m e m o r a b l e  m a r k , 
seamlessly blending 
tradition and moderni-
ty — much like the jew-
ellery she represents. 
Fans are already eager 
to see what’s next for 
the star daughter, who 
has begun her journey 
in front of  the camera 
w i t h  s p a rk l e  a n d 
confidence. 

‘Let’s Go Johnny’ Full 
Video Released from 

‘They Call Him OG’

The makers of  the 
highly anticipated ac-
tion entertainer ‘They 
Call Him OG’ have re-
leased the full video of  
the energetic  song 
“Let’s Go Johnny”, star-
ring Power Star Pawan 
Kalyan. The track, al-
ready popular from its 
teaser, has generated 
huge excitement among 
fans, further boosting 
the film’s pre-release 
buzz.

Composed by Tha-
man, the song features a 
catchy, high-energy beat 
t h a t  c o m p l e m e n t s 
Pawan Kalyan’s larger-
than-life screen perso-
na. The track elevates 
his  character Ojas 
Gambhira, the OG refer-
enced in the film’s title, 
highlighting both his 
style and charisma. The 
choreography and visu-
als are designed to 
match the film’s action-
packed narrative, en-
suring the song stands 
o u t  a s  a  m a j o r 
highlight.

Alongside  Pawan 
Kalyan, the film stars 
Bollywood actor Em-
raan Hashmi, Priyanka 
Arul Mohan, Arjun Das, 
and Shriya  Reddy, 
among others. The en-
semble cast adds signifi-
cant star value, with 
each actor contributing 
to the film’s dynamic ac-

tion and dramatic se-
quences. The video 
showcases high-octane 
dance sequences, in-
tense stunts, and vi-
brant cinematography, 
keeping fans hooked 
from start to finish.

“Let’s Go Johnny” 
has been praised by fans 
and critics for its catchy 
tune, stylish presenta-
tion, and the way it 
blends action with en-
tertainment. Social me-
dia platforms have been 
flooded with clips, reac-
tions, and discussions, 
reflecting the anticipa-
tion for the fi lm’s 
release.

‘They Call Him OG’ is 
shaping up to be one of  
the major action enter-
tainers of  the year, with 
the song release further 
cementing its appeal 
among audiences. The 
film combines Pawan 
Kalyan’s signature cha-
risma with a strong sup-
porting cast, high-quali-
ty production, and a 
g ripping nar rative, 
making it one of  the 
most awaited releases in 
the Indian film industry 
this season.

The song video is now 
available across official 
platforms, allowing fans 
to enjoy and share the 
excitement ahead of  the 
f i l m ’ s  t h e a t r i c a l 
release.
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The wait is nearly over 
for fans of  Netflix’s 
blockbuster sci-fi series 
Stranger Things, as the 
makers have finally re-
leased the official trailer 
for its fifth and final sea-
son. Titled Stranger 
Things 5, the upcoming 
season promises an epic 
conclusion to the Hawk-
ins saga, filled with high 
stakes, emotional mo-
ments, and the ultimate 
face-off  against Vecna.

The trailer opens with 
a haunting score and 
dark visuals, immediate-
ly setting a tense and ee-
rie tone. It hints at the 
m a s s iv e  s h o w d o w n 
ahead, where Eleven, 
Mike, Dustin, Lucas, and 
the rest of  the gang pre-

pare for their final fight 
to save both Will and the 
world from Vecna’s sin-
ister grip. The narrative 
teases that Vecna might 
once again use Will as a 
weapon,  forcing his 
friends to confront their 
worst fears and deepest 
bonds in one last desper-
ate attempt to stop the 
darkness.

Cinematic in scale, the 
trailer showcases mo-
ments of  determination, 
chaos, and unity, with 
each character seeming-
ly on a different journey 
that leads to one climac-
tic confrontation. The 
iconic Stranger Things 
music, mixed with stun-
ning visual effects, am-
plifies the sense of  final-

ity and danger.
Fans across the world 

have taken to social me-
dia to express their ex-
citement and nostalgia, 
calling this the “end of  
an era” for one of  the 
most beloved shows of  
the decade.

Netflix has announced 
that Volume 1 of  Stran-
ger Things 5 will pre-
miere on November 6, 
2025, followed by Volume 
2 during Christmas, and 
the grand finale set to 
air on New Year’s Day 
2026.

As the trailer sug-
gests,  the  batt le  for 
Hawkins — and per-
haps humanity — is 
about to reach its epic 
conclusion. 

 Megastar Chiran-
j e e v i ,  p o p u l a rl y 
known as Chiru Swa-
my during his Ayyap-
pa Deeksha, called 
for the implementa-
tion of  strict laws to 
curb deepfake and AI 
misuse while partici-
pating in the Ekta Di-
was 2K Run organ-
ized by the Hyderabad 
Police. The event was 
held to commemorate 
the birth anniversary 
of  Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, celebrating 
his vision of  unity 
and integrity that 
s h a p e d  m o d e r n 
India.

Wearing the tradi-
tional Ayyappa maa-
la, Chiranjeevi laud-
ed the efforts of  the 
Hyderabad Cyber Po-
lice, led by Commis-
sioner V. C. Sajjanar, 
for their proactive 
steps in tackling cy-
bercrimes and pro-
tecting citizens from 
digital threats. He 
stated that the gov-
ernment is currently 
drafting stronger le-
gal frameworks to 
counter the rise of  
manipulated videos 
and online imperson-
ations that can cause 
serious harm to indi-
viduals and society.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Chiranjeevi em-
phasized that while 
technology has trans-
formed lives, its mis-
use poses a grave dan-
ger. He urged the 
public to exercise re-

sponsibility and eth-
ics in using digital 
tools, highlighting 
that awareness and 
legal safeguards are 
crucial to prevent 
the abuse of  AI-gen-
e r a t e d  c o n t e n t . 

“Technology should 
be used for progress, 
not for hurting oth-
ers or spreading mis-
infor mation,”  he 
asserted.

The actor’s mes-
sage aligns with 

g rowing national 
concern over deep-
fake content, which 
has been misused to 
defame public fig-
ures and manipulate 
information. His re-
marks added weight 

to the call for com-
prehensive AI regu-
lations to ensure on-
l i n e  s a f e t y  a n d 
accountability.

On the professional 
front, Chiranjeevi is 
currently busy film-

ing his upcoming 
Sankranti release, 
Mana Shankara Vara 
Prasad Garu, direct-
ed by Anil Ravipudi, 
which is expected to 
hit theatres early 
next year.


