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Five of Family,
Including Two
Children, Killed in
Road Accident in
Kurnool District

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

irumala: The in-
vestigation into the
adulterated ghee
case that rocked the
Tirumala Tirupati Devas
thanams (T'TD) has gath-
ered momentum, with
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) operating un-
der the leadership of the
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) significan
tly expanding its probe.
The SIT, which had ear-
lier named multiple sus-
pects connected to the
procurement of sub-
standard ghee used in
temple offerings, has
now filed a fresh memo
in the Nellore ACB Court
adding 11 new individu-
als to the list of accused.
According to official sou
rces, the SIT initially
registered cases against
15 individuals, later add-
ing another 9 to the list.

With the inclusion of
these 11 new names, the
total number of accused
has now reached 35. Amo
ng the latest additions,
seven are reported to be
employees of the TTD
who served in key roles
within the procurement
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SIT Expands Probe in TTD Adulterated
Ghee Case; 11 More Named asAccused

department between
2019 and 2024.Investiga-
tors have identified for-
mer TTD General Man-
agers Jagadishwar Red
dy and Muralikrishna,
as well as former SV Gos-
ala Director Harinath
Reddy, among those new-
ly cha rged. These offi-
cials alle gedly played
pivotal roles during the
purchase and quality
verification of the ghee
provided to the temples
for use in sacred offer-
ings such as laddus and
other prasadam.

Coalition Government
Upholding the Self-Respect
of BCs: Minister Savitha

TPN/VIJAYAWADA

he coalition gov-
ernment is consist-
ently working to up-
hold the self-respect
and dignity of Backward
Classes (BCs), stated S
Savitha, Minister for BC,
EWS Welfare, Handloom
s and Textiles. She said
that the government has
issued orders to address
members of the Domma
ra community as “Dora
Vamsha,” a term of resp
ect and dignity. Members
of the community met
the minister at her camp
office in Tadepalli and
expressed their grati-
tude for the governme
nt’s decision.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Savitha
said that under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu,
the coalition governme
nt is implementing wel-
fare schemes while also
prioritizing the social
dignity of BC communi-
ties. She highlighted that
the government has offi-
cially celebrated the Val-
miki, Vadde Obanna and
Sardar Gouthu Lachan-
na jayantis as state festi-
vals. Additionally, the
state has declared Bhak-
ta Kanakadasa Jayanti
as a permanent state fes-
tival. She added that the
government is investing
significantly in the con-
struction of BC Bhavans
and is taking steps to bu
ild community buildings
for all castes in Amarava

ti. For the first time in
unified Andhra Pradesh
as well as the reorgan-
ized state, the current bu
dget has allocated over
47,000 crore for BC wel-
fare, the minister noted.
The government is also
preparing to launch the
Adarana 3.0 scheme so
on, designed to provide
modern equipment and
financial support to tra-
ditional BC occupational
groups. She stated that
both Chief Minister Cha
ndrababu Naidu and Mi
nister Nara Lokesh are
giving high priority to th
e education of BC stude
nts.

As part of these effort
s, the second phase of
free civil services coach-
ing for BC aspirants will
begin on December 14.
Minister Savitha said
the government is com-
mitted to promoting all-
round development of
BCs.

Earlier, representa-
tives of the Dora Vamsha
(Dommara) community
shared their experienc-
es, recalling how deroga-
tory references to their
caste caused them deep
distress. They said they
had brought this issue to
the attention of the Chi
ef Minister and Minister
Lokesh during the elec-
tion campaign. Fulfilling
their assurance, the gov-
ernment has now issued
a respectful designation
through the new GO,
they said, expressing
their appreciation.

The SIT findings sugge
st that several batches of
ghee supplied during the
period were of substand-
ard quality and possibly
adulterated, raising seri-
ous concerns about pro-
curement practices with-
in TTD’s key supply chai
n. Preliminary reports
in dicate potential collu-
sio n between certain
TTD officials and private
suppliers, leading to fi-
nancial irregularities
and co mpromise in the
quality of materials used
for tem ple preparations.

Out of t he total 35 accus
ed, 10 ha ve so far been
arrested. O fficials said
that further arrests are
likely as the SIT contin-
ues to scrutini ze pur-
chase records, supplier
contracts, and quality
control documentati on
to establish the extent of
malpractice and acco
untability.

The CBI-led SIT is also
coordinating with foren-
sic laboratories to ana-
lyze samples seized from
the ghee consignments

Ll

used during the period in
question. Investigative
authorities have confir
med that departmental
disciplinary proceedings
may follow against TTD
staff found guilty of neg-
ligence or corruption.
The scandal has drawn
widespread attention
across the state, prompt-
ing devotees and politi-
cal leaders to demand str
ingent action and a tran
sparent cleansing of the
procurement system wit
hin the revered temple
administration.

isakhapatnam:
Deputy Chief Mi
nister of Andhra
Pradesh received
a warm and ceremo-
nial welcome upon his
arrival at the local air-
port on Saturday even-
ing. The district admi
nistration, led by Dis-
trict Collector M.N.
Harendhira Prasad,
extended an official re-
ception to mark the oc-
casion, reflecting the
importance of the vis-
it in the context of on-
going development
and governance revie
Ws.

Collector Harendhi-
ra Prasad, along with
senior officials from
various government
departments, greeted
the Deputy Chief Min-
ister on the tarmac
with a traditional bou-
quet and garland. The
protocol team ensured
seamless coordina-
tion, while police offi-
cials managed securi-
ty and crowd arrange
ments as hundreds of
citizens and local lead-
ers gathered at the air-
port to offer their gree
tings.

Deputy Chief Minister Receives
Warm Welcome at Airport;
District Collector M.N. Harendhira

Prasad Leads Reception

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

According to official
sources, the Deputy
Chief Minister’s visit
aimed to review dis-
trict-level progress un-
der key welfare schem
es initiated by the
state government. Du
ring his stay, the lead-
er is expected to hold a
series of meetings wi
th district officials to
evaluate the impleme
ntation of public wel-
fare programs, includ-
ing housing for the
poor, education and
health initiatives, and
rural infrastructure
development. A large
number of local repre-
sentatives, including
MLAs, Zilla Parishad
members, and munici-
pal leaders, were pres
ent to receive the Dep-
uty Chief Minister.

Traditional drum
ensembles and cultur-
al performances added
to the festive atmosph
ere, showcasing strong
community participa-
tion in the welcome pr
ogram.Speaking brief-
ly to the media, Collec-
tor Harendhira Prasad
said that all necessary
arrangements had be
en made for the Depu-
ty Chief Minister’s vis
it, including coordina-
tion meetings with de-

partmental heads. He
noted that the admin-
istration remains com
mitted to executing
government schemes
efficiently and ensur-
ing that benefits reach
every eligible citizen
of the district.

Following his arriv-
al, the Deputy Chief
Minister is expected to
visit several ongoing
project sites, includ-
ing amajor housing co
lony, irrigation works,
and a model school in-
augurated under state
education reforms. La
ter in the day, he will
chair a review session
at the District Collecto
rate to assess progress
in flagship developme
nt programs and ad-
dre ss any pending ad-
ministrative issues.

The visit is viewed
as a significant step in
reinforcing the state
government’s commit-
ment to decentraliza-
tion and effective dis-
trict-level governance.
Officials stated that
detailed progress re-
ports and future ac-
tion plans would be
submitted to the Depu-
ty Chief Minister be-
fore his departure on
Sunday.

Widespread Outrage Over Viral
Dance Videos of YSRCP Legal Cell

Member Venkateswara Sharma

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

maravati, Pata-
mata: Dance vid-
eos of YSR Con-
gress Party Legal
Cell member Venkates
wara Sharma have gon
e viral on social media,
triggering widespread
criticism and police at-
tention. Inspired by a
song from the movie
Animal that featured
Bollywood actor Bobby
Deol’s famous “glass-
on-head” dance, Shar-
ma recreated the act
with a twist he placed
bundles of 500-rupee
notes on his head and
danced energetically in
a hotel room.

The spectacle didn’t
stop there. Additional
clips surfaced showing
him lying on a hotel be
d, covered with stacks
of currency notes, and
twisting his body to the
music. These scenes
rapidly spread online,
drawing sharp reac-
tions from netizens and
opposition sympathiz-
ers who described his
behavior as highly in-
appropriate for a per-
son associated with a
ruling party’s legal
wing.

Allegations of Cor-
ruption and Miscond
uct The viral videos
have reignited old alle-
gations against Shar-
ma, who is known to
have used his political
and legal connections
to threaten others dur-
ing the YSRCP’s five-
year governance. Re-
ports suggest he amass
ed large sums of mon-
ey through unlawful ac
tivities. Several youths
from Pithapuram in Ka
kinada district claimed
that Sharma collected
huge amounts from
them with the promise
of securing jobs in the
state secretariat.

He also reportedly to
ok money from numer-
ous individuals seek-
ing legal counsel, as-
suring them he would
represent their cases in
court. However, he al-
legedly disappeared
without providing any
service and ceased re-
sponding to their calls.
Investigators believe
that with the illicitly
earned funds, Sharma
led a lavish lifestyle an
d traveled abroad exte
nsively. Some of those
videos are now emerg-
ing online, raising fur-
ther suspicion about
his conduct.

Explicit Dance Vide-
os Under Scrutiny

Another set of vide-
os circulating on social
media shows Sharma
in a room dancing alon
gside young women,
throwing cash on them,
and engaging in ob-
scene acts. These re-
cordings have sparked
outrage even within le-
gal communities, with
many questioning how
a practicing advocate
could indulge in such
behavior while repre-
senting a political or-
ganiz ation.

Police Investigation
Underway

The controversy dee
pened when a woman
lodged a complaint wit
h Machavaram police
in Vijayawada, accus-
ing Sharma of inappro-
priate and obscene be-
havior during a legal
consultation. Acting on
her statement, police
registered a case on
Thursday.

Officials confirmed
that they are now ex-
amining the viral vid-
eos and investigating
multiple allegations lin
ked to his activities.Au-
thorities are yet to is-
sue a formal statement
on potential discipli-
nary or legal action.

‘iBomma’ stands for ‘Internet
Bomma,, says accused Ravi
during pollce mterrogatlon

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

yderabad: The
ongoing investiga-
tion into the infa-
mous movie pira-
cy website iBomma has
taken an interesting tur
n with new revelations
made by the main ac-
cused, Ravi, during his
custodial interrogation.
According to the police,
Ravi confessed that the
website’s name “iBom-
ma” was derived from
the phrase “Internet Bo
mma,” reflecting its link
to digital film sharing.
During questioning,
Ravi explained that the
term “bomma,” mea
ning “movie” in collo-
quial Telugu, inspired
the website’s identity.
“We used to refer to a
film as a bomma in Vi-
sakhapatnam,” he told
investigators, indicat-
ing that the platform’s
name had cultural roots
in regional slang. Ravi
also revealed that they
initially considered lau
nching another website
named “Balpam,” but
due to a technical issue
with the domain regis-
tration, the letter “L”
was dropped, resulting
in the name “Bappam.”
Police sources said that
Ravi has been in custo-
dy for two rounds of in-
terrogation, with the
latest three-day remand
concluding on Satur day.
During this second
phase of questioning,
investigating officers ar
e said to have gathered
crucial details about th
e network’s technical se
tup and its methods of
distribution. Police offi-
cials stated that Ravi
provided specific infor-

mation on the use of ad-
vanced piracy technolo-
gies that helped the
syndicate evade detec-
tion for years.

Ravi reportedly ad-
mitted that he had not
recorded or directly co
pied any films himself
but had sourced digital
copies of the latest mov-
ies from Telegram cha
nnels. These films were
later uploaded to the i
Bomma platform, throu
gh which pirated versio
ns reached audiences
across India and abro
ad. The accused further
explained that multiple
backup domains were
maintained to ensure
uninterrupted access
despite frequent govern-
ment takedown efforts.
Investigators suspect
that Ravi and his as soci-
ates operated with tech-
nical expertise in web
hosting, encryption, and
data redirection, allow-
ing them to conceal
their servers’ locations.
Moreover, the police are
probing the financial
trails of iBomma, which
allegedly gen erated
substantial revenue
through advertising and
foreign subsc riptions.

Law enforcement
agencies are also coordi-
nating with cybercr ime

units in other states to
trace possible accom-
plices and investors in-
volved in the illegal op-
eration.After complet
ing the latest round of
interrogation, the police
produced Ravi before
the court on Saturday.
The investigation team
has reportedly su bmit-
ted their findings to the
magistrate along with
digital evidence and
server logs seized from
the accused.

They are likely to see
k an extension of custo-
dy to question him fur
ther regarding offshore
connections and crypto-
currency transactions
linked to the iBomma
network.The iBomma
case has drawn national
attention as a landmark
example of organized
digital piracy in India.
The Andhra Pradesh C
yber Crime Wing, with
assistance from central
agencies, continues to
dismantle the web of
servers and mirror sit
es associated with the
main platform.

Officials believe that
the detailed testimony
from Ravi may prove vi-
tal in tracing the entire
chain of operation and
bringing other key fig-
ures to justice.
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CS Vijayanand Gets Three-Month Service
Extension; G Sai Prasad to Take Charge as New
Chief Secretary from March 2026

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber29 Vijayawada:
The Andhra Pradesh
Government has extend-
ed the tenure of Chief
Secretary K. Vijayanand
by three months, allow-
ing the senior Indian Ad-
ministrative Service
(IAS) officer to continue
in office until February
28, 2026. The extension
paves the way for a
smooth administrative
transition before G. Sai
Prasad, a 1991-batch IAS
officer, formally takes
charge as the new Chief
Secretary from March 1,
2026.According to Gov-
ernment Order No. 2230
issued by the General
Administration Depart-
ment (GAD) on Saturday;,
the decision follows the
Union Government’s ap-
proval to extend the ser-

vice of Vijayanand, who
was due to retire on No-
vember 30, 2025.

The Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) cleared the
state’s proposal seeking
his continuation, citing
the need to maintain ad-
ministrative stability
during ongoing develop-
mental and policy review
activities.Vijayanand, a
senior IAS officer be-
longing to the 1988 batch
of the Andhra Pradesh
cadre, has held several
key positions in the state
government. Known for
his meticulous adminis-
trative skills and policy
oversight, he has been
instrumental in ensur-
ing coordination among
various departments,
particularly during a pe-
riod of extensive govern-

ance reforms.

His extended term is
expected to help the gov-
ernment carry forward
crucial programs and
projects without disrup-
tion.With the latest or-
der, the state has also
outlined its succession
plan. G. Sai Prasad, cur-
rently serving as Special
Chief Secretary for the
Water Resources Depart-
ment and also as Special
Chief Secretary (Execu-
tive Officer) in the Chief
Minister’s Office, will
take over as the next

Chief Secretary upon Vi-
jayanand’s retirement.
Sai Prasad, one of the
senior-most officers in
the state bureaucracy, is
widely regarded for his
experience in the water
resources sector and his
contributions to strate-
gic infrastructure
development.

Senior officials sug-
gest that the transition
plan reflects the state
government’s emphasis
on continuity and policy
alignment in the top ad-
ministrative leadership.

The period between De-
cember and February
will see Vijayanand con-
cluding major review
meetings and ensuring a
phased handover of key
administrative responsi-
bilities to his successor.
The latest appoint-
ment also indicates the
government’s prepared-
ness to manage continu-
ity in governance while
ensuring a seamless
leadership change at the
highest bureaucratic lev-
el of the Andhra Pradesh
administration.

Cyclone Ditwah: AP
Chief Secretary
Directs Districts to
Stay on High Alert;
Fishermen Barred

From Entering Sea
Till Tuesday

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29
Vijayawada |The
Andhra Pradesh gov-

ernment has sounded

a high alert across

Rayalaseema and

South Coastal dis-
tricts as Cyclone

Ditwah, brewing in

the southwest Bay of
Bengal, continues to

intensify. The system

is currently posi-

tioned near the Sri

Lankan coast 220 km

from Karaikal, 330 km
from Puducherry and
430 km from Chennai
moving northwest ata
speed of 7 km per

hour. According to the

Indian Meteorological

Centre, the cyclone is
expected to strength-
en into a severe cy-
clonic storm by Sun-

day morning and head

toward the coasts of
Tamil Nadu, Puduch-
erry and South Coast-
al Andhra Pradesh.
As a precaution,
Chief Secretary K Vi-

jayanand conducted

an emergency telecon-

ference on Saturday

with Collectors of
Chittoor, Tirupati,
Annamaya, Sri Sath-
ya Sai, Nellore, Bap-

atla and Prakasam

districts from the CS
Camp Office in Vi-

jayawada. He directed

district administra-
tions to adopt strin-
gent measures to safe-
guard lives,
particularly those of
fishermen
farmers.

The CS ordered a

complete ban on ma-
rine fishing till Tues-
day, stressing that no

fisherman should
venture into the sea

under any circum-
stances.
Management Author-
ity and RTGS teams

have been instructed

and

Disaster

to issue continuous
SMS alerts to resi-
dents and farmers
across vulnerable
areas.

According to IMD
forecasts, heavy rain-
fall is likely in Chit-
toor and Tirupati dis-
tricts, while moderate
to heavy rains may oc-
cur in Nellore, Kada-
pa and Annamaya.
Light to moderate
showers are expected
across Bapatla, Pal-
nadu, Kurnool,
Nandyal, Anantapur
and Sri Sathya Sai
districts.

The CS instructed
officials to ensure
farmers protect their
paddy stocks from
moisture damage and
to guide them in tak-
ing necessary precau-
tionary steps. He also
directed field officers
to identify people liv-
ing in dilapidated
houses and shift them
to safer locations if
required. Advance ar-
rangements for relief
camps, power restora-
tion teams and tree-
clearing squads must
be kept ready, he
added.

Vijayanand cau-
tioned the public to
stay indoors during
heavy rains and avoid
being near trees,
hoardings and weak
structures during
gusty winds.

Senior officials in-
cluding Special Chief
Secretary (Agricul-
ture) B Rajasekhar,
Disaster Manage-
ment MD Prakhar
Jain, Civil Supplies
MD Dilli Rao, IMD
Amaravati Director
Dr Stella, NDRF rep-
resentatives and
heads of utility de-
partments participat-
ed in the review
meeting.

Home Minister Anita Reviews
Preparedness at Disaster Management
Office Amid Cyclone Ditwah Threat

TTPN Bureau |
November
TIRUPATI : In a sig-
nificVijayawada: With
Cyclone Ditwah intensi-
fying over the southwest
Bay of Bengal, Home
and Disaster Manage-
ment Minister Van-
galapudi Anita conduct-
ed a high-level review
meeting on Saturday at
the State Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(SDMA) office. She di-
rected officials to con-
tinuously monitor the
cyclone’s movement, as-
sess its severity, and
alert vulnerable dis-
tricts in real time.
Officials briefed the
Minister that heavy
rainfall is likely on Sun-
day and the day after in
Prakasam, Nellore, Sri
Sathya Sai, Kadapa, An-
namaya, Chittoor and
Tirupati districts. Fol-
lowing the update, Min-

ister Anita held tele-
phonic discussions with
the collectors of these
districts, instructing
them to take up strong
precautionary measures
and ensure zero loss of
life.

The Minister ordered
the deployment of SDRF
and NDRF teams to un-
dertake rescue and re-
lief operations wherev-
er necessary. She
stressed the need for
timely communication
of cyclone information
to field-level officials
and the public. All dis-
trict administrations
have been directed to
maintain round-the-
clock vigilance.

Anita instructed offi-
cials to operate control
rooms 24/7 and publi-
cize the toll-free num-
bers 112, 1070 and 1800-
425-0101 for emergency
assistance. She also di-
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rected authorities to
identify people living in
dilapidated and unsafe
houses and shift them to
safe locations in ad-
vance. Preparations
must be in place to move
residents to relief camps
if required.

The Minister further
ordered immediate
clearance of uprooted
trees and restoration of
power supply in case of
outages. She appealed to
the public to remain in-
doors and stay safe dur-
ing periods of heavy
rainfall. Farmers were
advised to take adequate
precautions during agri-
cultural activities.

During strong winds,
people should avoid
staying near trees,
hoardings and weak
structures, the Minister
cautioned, issuing key
safety advisories to the
public.
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Three-Member Committee
Meets to Settle Amaravati
Capital Region Farmers’ Issues

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29
Vijayawada: A key
meeting of the three-
member committee
constituted to resolve
the long-pending issues
of farmers in the Am-
aravati Capital Region
was held in Vijayawada
on Saturday. The meet-
ing, seen as a crucial
step towards address-
ing farmer concerns
under the Land Pooling
Scheme (LPS), brought
together Union Minis-
ter Dr. Pemmasani
Chandrasekhar,
Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ter for Municipal Ad-
ministration and Ur-
ban Development Dr. P.
Narayana, MLA Sravan
Kumar, CRDA Commis-
sioner Kanna Babu,
Guntur District Collec-
tor Tameem Ansariya,
and several farmer rep-
resentatives from the
region.

The committee re-
viewed a range of criti-
cal matters connected
to land allotment and
development, including
the distribution and eli-
gibility of Grama Kan-
takam (village site
plots), the status of Vee-
dhi Potu plots, classifi-
cation of fertile and
non-fertile lands, and
disputes related to as-
signed lands. Officials
and representatives
discussed solutions to
facilitate fair and trans-
parent land distribu-
tion among the farmers
who had contributed
land for the state’s capi-
tal city project.

Speaking to the me-
dia after the meeting,

Minister Narayana
said that the govern-
ment has been issuing
continuous instruc-
tions to officials to ex-
pedite the resolution of
all farmer grievances.
“The state government
is committed to ensur-
ing justice to farmers
within the framework
of existing rules,” he
emphasized, adding
that no eligible farmer
would be left out of the
developmental benefits
accruing from the Am-
aravati project.

Narayana noted that
the committee would
verify whether the ben-
eficiaries allotted Gra-
ma Kantakam plots re-
ceived them according
to the official guide-
lines. A detailed review
was also conducted on
the categorization of
fertile and non-fertile
lands to ensure proper
classification and fair
compensation. The
minister assured that
any irregularities
found during the verifi-
cation of plots affected
by proposed road align-
ments would be recti-
fied promptly.

On the issue of as-
signed lands, Dr. Naray-
ana announced that the
matter would be
brought before the
State Cabinet for a final
decision. He further
stated that farmers
who lose portions of
their land due to road
widening by the Roads
and Buildings (R&B)
Department would re-
ceive compensation
through Transferable
Development Rights

(TDR) bonds.The min-
ister recalled the spirit
of cooperation demon-
strated by farmers dur-
ing the initial phase of
the Land Pooling
Scheme.

“Farmers voluntari-
ly contributed more
than 34,000 acres with-
in just 58 days for the
development of the cap-
ital region,” he said.
However, he clarified
that while the govern-
ment deeply values this
contribution, demands
that fall outside official
regulations cannot be
accepted. “If the de-
mands fall within the
guidelines, we will en-
sure 100 percent jus-
tice,” he affirmed.
Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s readiness to
move forward, Naraya-
na announced that if
pending court cases
pertaining to land is-
sues are withdrawn by
December 3, the admin-
istration would imme-
diately begin fresh land
acquisition.

He also assured that
farmers willing to con-
tribute additional land
through the pooling
mechanism would be
accommodated under
the revised phases of
the development pro-
gram.Saturday’s meet-
ing marks a significant
move towards rebuild-
ing trust between the
government and the
Amaravati farmers,
signaling renewed mo-
mentum in the long-de-
layed development of
Andhra Pradesh’s capi-
tal region.

AP’s Maternal Healthcare Model Recognized
Internationally; Netherlands-Based Glohal
Body Invites Presentationin Portugal

C;N\

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29
Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh’s maternal
healthcare system has
earned significant in-
ternational recogni-
tion, with the Interna-
tional Confederation of
Midwives (ICM) a Neth-
erlands-based global
organization inviting
the State to present its
best practices at an in-
ternational forum in
Lisbon, Portugal,
scheduled from June 14
to 18, 2026.

Announcing this on
Saturday, Dr Veerapan-
dian, Commissioner,
Health & Family Wel-
fare Department, said
the invitation is a testi-
mony to the excellence
of the State’s maternal
health initiatives. The
ICM has selected
Andhra Pradesh’s Mid-
wifery Training Pro-
gramme as one of the
world’s best models for
promoting natural
birthing practices

among pregnant
women.

The ICM had earlier
called for global sub-
missions on best prac-
tices in maternal
healthcare. Andhra
Pradesh responded
three months ago by
sending detailed docu-
mentation on its mid-
wifery training pro-
gramme and its
outcomes. The organi-
zation reviewed 6,188
global submissions, fol-
lowing which it short-
listed the AP model as
among the best.

The State Health De-
partment, in collabora-
tion with UNICEF and
the Fernandez Founda-
tion, has been running
a structured midwifery
programme for select-
ed staff nurses. Several
training centres have
been set up, and the
first batch has already
completed training,
while more nurses are
currently undergoing
the programme.

International

Confederatio
of Midwives

Experts provide com-
prehensive training on
exercises required be-
fore delivery, counsel-
ling methods, proce-
dures to follow during
labour and evidence-
based birthing practic-
es. According to Com-
missioner
Veerapandian, hospi-
tals where trained
midwife-nurses have
been deployed have re-
corded a notable rise
in natural deliveries,
along with improve-
ments in several other
maternal health
indicators.

The assessment of
these outcomes by the
Netherlands-based
ICM led to the State’s
inclusion in the list of
best global practices.
Health Minister Satya
Kumar Yadav congrat-
ulated officials and the
medical teams for
their proactive efforts
in strengthening ma-
ternal healthcare in
Andhra Pradesh.
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Kadapa : Andhra
Pradesh BJP President
PVN Madhav stated that
the Bharatiya Janata
Party has considerably
bolstered its organisa-
tional strength across
the Rayalaseema region
and is now well-posi-
tioned to advance fur-
ther with renewed vig-
our. He was speaking at
the Rayalaseema Zone
BJP Mandal Presidents’
Training Programme
held at Gandikota on
Saturday, which saw
participation from a
wide spectrum of party
leaders and office bear-
ers.The training pro-
gramme was attended

by State Minister for
Medical and Health Y
Satya Kumar Yadav, Leg-
islative Council Deputy
Chairman Zakia Khan-
am, BJP State General
Secretaries Madhukar
Ji and Sannareddy Day-
akar Reddy, and several
other senior leaders
from different districts
of the region.

The event focused on
strengthening grass-
roots-level organisation,
leadership training, and
communication strate-

gies to consolidate the
BJP’s influence in Ray-
alaseema. In his keynote
address, Madhav traced
the historical journey of
the BJP, beginning with
its ideological roots in
the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh. He spoke in de-
tail about the contribu-
tions of party visionar-
ies such as Dr. Syama
Prasad Mukherjee and
Pandit Deendayal Upad-
hyaya, who laid the
foundation for a politi-
cal movement based on
nationalism, self-reli-
ance, and integral hu-
manism. Their legacy,
he said, continues to
guide the party’s vision
for governance and de-
velopment.Emphasizing

POLITICAL

the BJP’s transforma-
tive role in national poli-
tics, Madhav under-
scored key milestones
achieved under Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership.

He described the ab-
rogation of Article 370,
which granted special
status to Jammu and
Kashmir, and the aboli-
tion of Triple Talaq as
landmark decisions that
reflected the Modi gov-

ernment’s resolve to en-
sure equality, unity, and
justice. Madhav added
that the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA)
government’s policies
have driven progress in
sectors including infra-
structure, healthcare,
and education while
maintaining a strong fo-
cus on welfare and
empowerment.
Speaking about
Andhra Pradesh, the
BJP state chief said that
the party’s organisation-
al network has grown
significantly in Rayala-
seema, thanks to con-
sistent outreach efforts
and public support. He
called for converting
this growing influence

"w
LUl Rl
into a strong organisa-
tional structure, particu-
larly at the grassroots
level. “We must strength-
en the BJP from the vil-
lage upwards. Only then
can we deliver the party’s
ideals and the Modi gov-
ernment’s development
agenda effectively to the
people,” Madhav said.

Minister Satya Kumar
Yadav, addressing the
gathering, discussed
practical methods for en-
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BJP Gonsolidating Presence in Rayalaseema, Says AP President PUN Madhav

hancing efficiency and
coordination at the man-
dal level. He highlighted
the importance of disci-
plined teamwork, com-
munication, and commu-
nity outreach in building
aresponsive local leader-
ship model. He also elab-
orated on the central and
state government
schemes that must be ef-
fectively communicated
to the people to enhance
the party’s visibility and
credibility.

Interactive sessions
followed the speeches,
during which mandal
presidents and local lead-
ers shared experiences,
exchanged ideas, and dis-
cussed strategies for or-
ganisational improve-

ment. Participants also
outlined plans for future
public engagements
aimed at expanding the
BJP’s base in the
region.

The event concluded
with a renewed commit-
ment among district and
mandal-level functionar-
ies to intensify the par-
ty’s activities in prepara-
tion for upcoming
political challenges. The
Rayalaseema zone meet-
ing is expected to serve
as a model for similar
capacity-building pro-
grammes across Andhra
Pradesh, reflecting the
BJP’s focus on rooting its
organisational presence
deep within rural
communities.

Prathipati Pullarao Blames
YSRCP Regime for Neglecting
Roads, Farmers’ Welfare

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

Yadlapadu (Palnadu
district): Former min-
ister and MLA Prathi-
pati Pullarao criti-
cized the previous
YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) government
for neglecting farm-
ers’ welfare and fail-
ing to maintain rural
infrastructure. Speak-
ing at the “Raitanna
Meekosam” program
held in Lingaraovu-
palem and Chengiz
Khan Peta villages of
Yadlapadu mandal,
Pullarao said five
years of YSRCP rule
left roads full of pot-
holes and farmers bur-
dened with unad-
dressed troubles.

He performed the
foundation stone cere-
mony for the construc-
tion of a new BT road
between Lingaraovu-
palem and Boyapalem
under NABARD fund-
ing worth Rs. 2.40
crore. The former min-
ister said the present
coalition government
under Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan is prioritizing
both welfare and de-
velopment by rebuild-
ing damaged infra-
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structure and
strengthening the ag-
ricultural sector.

Pullarao told farm-
ers that the new gov-
ernment aims to bal-
ance debt repayment
with raising citizens’
incomes through
transparent and wel-
fare-oriented govern-
ance. He explained the
“Panchasutralu,” the
five guiding principles
introduced by Chief
Minister Naidu to pro-
mote scientific and
profitable farming
practices.

Visiting several
farmers’ homes, he en-
couraged the commu-
nity to adopt modern
cultivation techniques
to boost productivity
and profitability. He
alleged that during
YSRCP’s tenure, even
basic farm inputs such
as tarpaulins and
sprayers were not dis-
tributed to farmers.
“Those who could not
fill potholes on village
roads or support a sin-
gle farming family
now have the audacity
to speak about agricul-
ture,” Pullarao re-
marked, calling it
shameful.

Referring to Kon-
daveedu Fort, Pullarao
said the historic site
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would be developed
into a national-level
temple tourism center.
He added that linking
Kondaveedu to the na-
tional highway would
enhance tourist in-
flows and improve the
income of local fami-
lies who depend on
business and agricul-
ture. The presence of
three hilltop tanks, he
noted, would further
aid the region’s tour-
ism potential.

Calling for unity
among the coalition
parties, Pullarao
urged leaders and cad-
re of the TDP, Jana
Sena, and BJP to set
aside egos and work
collectively for
Andhra Pradesh’s pro-
gress. “Our unity is
our strength,” he said,
warning that YSRCP
leaders were waiting
to exploit any internal
differences.

The event was at-
tended by Jana Sena
in-charge Thota Raja-
ramesh, TDP leaders
Nelluri Sadasiva Rao,
Sheikh Karimulla, dis-
trict farmer leader
Maduri Veerareddy, of-
ficials, and hundreds
of local farmers.

flat and only boost
Jagan’s popularity
further.
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Chandrababu deceiving farmers in the
name of world class capital

TPN Bureau Novem-
ber 29
Vijayawada: Former
Minister and YSRCP
Guntur District Presi-
dent Ambati Rambabu
strongly criticized Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu, alleging that he is
deceiving farmers in the
name of building a world
class capital city. Speak-
ing at the YSR Congress
Party Central Office in
Tadepalli, he said farm-
ers had given 35 thousand
acres of land ten years
ago, yet they still have not
received the promised re-
turnable plots. He ques-
tioned why the govern-
ment is unable to show
the location of the plots
even after a decade and
accused ministers of in-
sulting farmers when
they ask about their land
rights.
Ambati said Chan-
drababu collected a total

of 50 thousand acres ear-
lier by pooling farmers
land along with govern-
ment and forest lands,
and is now preparing to
collect another 20 thou-
sand acres only to benefit
contractors and earn
commissions. He stated
that Chandrababu is the
real villain behind the
problems surrounding
Amaravati and alleged
that the capital project is
only being used for finan-

0

cial exploitation rather
than development.

He said Chandrababu
had claimed the capital
would be built through a
self financing model
without loans, but now
the government is bor-
rowing thousands of
crores from several finan-
cial institutions. He add-
ed that temporary build-
ings alone cost 680 crore
rupees and criticised the

government for spending
Bl

11000 rupees per square
foot, even higher than
the cost of the perma-
nent Parliament build-
ing. He accused the gov-
ernment of pushing
farmers and real estate
into crisis, paying ad-
vances of 3000 crores to
contractors without real
work, and increasing es-
timates only to help
syndicates.

Ambati demanded im-
mediate allocation and

registration of returna-
ble plots to the farmers.
He said farmers are an-
gry and losing hope and
stated that Chandrababu
is acting like a heartless
Chief Minister. He also
said the government is
unable to even provide
proper security to Depu-
ty Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan and accused the
coalition of indulging in
political drama instead
of governance.

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

Vijayawada: The coa-
lition government’s de-
cision to hand over ten
newly constructed gov-
ernment medical col-
leges to private entities
under a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP)
model is a calculated
attempt to loot public
wealth worth thou-
sands of crores, alleged
YSRCP Doctors Wing
Working President and
former MLA Dr
Gopireddy Srinivas
Reddy. Speaking at the
YSRCP central office
on Saturday, he strong-
ly criticized the gov-
ernment for violating
pre-election promises
and compromising the
future of medical edu-
cation in Andhra
Pradesh.

Dr. Gopireddy con-
demned the decision to
allocate only 50% of
seats under the NEET-
based convenor quota,

despite the coalition
promising that all seats
in new medical colleg-
es would fall under the
government quota. He
said the remaining 50 %
allocation to B- and C-
category management
quotas and NRI quotas
amounted to “a fraud
on students” and an at-
tempt to enrich private
operators at the cost of
public resources.
Calling the land-leas-
ing terms “outra-
geous,” Dr. Gopireddy
said leasing prime
medical college land
for just Rs. 100 per acre
was equivalent to gift-
ing away public assets.
He pointed out that a
typical 50-acre medical
college would cost pri-
vate entities only Rs.
5,000 per year, even
though the land is
worth hundreds of
crores. Furthermore,
private operators will
be allowed to use exist-
ing government hospi-

tals and staff for two
years without any in-
vestment, he said.

He accused the coali-
tion of adopting what
he called the “DTP
model — Dochuko, Ti-
nuko, Panchuko” that
former Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
had warned about be-
fore the elections. The
PPP arrangement gives
private entities opera-
tional control for 66
years (33 years plus an
extendable 33 years),
enabling “generational
profiteering,” he said.

Terming the cabinet
decision a betrayal of
students, farmers,
women, employees, and
even Amaravati land-
pooling farmers, Dr.
Gopireddy said every
major election promise
had been broken. He
highlighted that 2,450
medical seats have al-
ready been lost in just
two years due to the
coalition’s negligence,

forcing students to
spend crores studying
abroad.

He argued that YS-
RCP-built colleges—
such as those in Pade-
ru, Pulivendula, and
Machilipatnam set na-
tional benchmarks for
quality, yet the present
government is handing
them over to private
players “just for com-
missions.” Despite trib-
al areas like Paderu
suffering severe health-
care gaps, the govern-
ment has failed to op-

Goalition’s PPP Plan for Medical Colleges Is a“Massive Loot,”
Says Dr Gopired

y

erationalize the
completed medical col-
lege there, he added.

Dr. Gopireddy said
the party’s one-crore
signature campaign
against the PPP move
is receiving massive
public support and
warned that once YS-
RCP returns to power,
all such tenders will be
cancelled, ensuring
that all medical colleg-
es remain fully govern-
ment-run to protect
public health and pub-
lic assets.

Minister Sandhyarani Alleges False Campaign by ‘Sakshi’ Daily

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 29
HVijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh Minister Sandh-
yarani has accused the
‘Sakshi’ newspaper of
deliberately targeting
her and engaging in
what she described as a
sustained false cam-
paign intended to dam-
age her reputation and
political standing.
Speaking to reporters in
Vijayawada on Saturday,
the minister alleged that
the daily has been pub-
lishing baseless reports
to malign her and her
family.Sandhyarani con-
demned what she termed
an “organized attempt”

to spread misinforma-
tion against her.

She said that rather
than confronting her po-
litically, certain vested
interests are resorting to
character assassination
through media propa-
ganda. “Unable to face
me politically, they are
fabricating stories and
using the press to circu-
late lies,” she remarked.
The minister specifical-
ly referred to a series of
recent articles that she
claimed contained fabri-
cated allegations about
her personal life and her
children.

She dismissed the re-
ports as “sensational fic-

tion” designed to divert
public attention from the

-

government’s welfare
and development pro-

grammes. “Targeting
my children with false

accusations crosses all
boundaries of decency,”
she said, issuing a stern
warning that those re-
sponsible would face le-
gal consequences. “I will
not spare anyone who
drags my family into po-
litical mudslinging,” she
asserted.

Sandhyarani empha-
sized that her focus re-
mains on implementing
the government’s initia-
tives in education, wom-
en’s welfare, and youth
employment. She stated
that false media narra-
tives would not distract
her from her ministerial
duties. “People are
watching and can clearly

see the intention behind
this smear campaign.
The truth will prevail
through my work,” she
added.The minister also
appealed to the media to
exercise responsibility
and verify facts before
publishing politically
motivated reports. She
said that freedom of the
press should not be mis-
used to spread misinfor-
mation or defame indi-
viduals. “Healthy
criticism strengthens de-
mocracy, but malicious
propaganda weakens it,”
she observed.When
asked whether she
planned to take legal ac-
tion against the newspa-

per, Sandhyarani said
her legal advisors were
reviewing the matter and
appropriate steps would
be taken soon.

She reiterated that she
stood firm against any
coercion or attempts to
silence her voice. Politi-
cal observers view her
statements as a sign of
growing tensions be-
tween sections of the
state media and the rul-
ing establishment.Sand-
hyarani’s remarks have
sparked debate in politi-
cal circles, with her sup-
porters rallying to de-
fend her while opposition
voices remain largely si-
lent on the controversy.
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Balakrishna Chittineni Appointed Chair of Cli
Young Indians Amaravati Chapter for 2026;

Ram Nagarjunakonda
Named Co-Chair

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 29

Vijayawada: The CII
Young Indians (Yi), Am-
aravati Chapter, held its
Annual Session in Vi-
jayawada on Saturday,
during which new lead-
ership for the year 2026
was formally announced.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Rahul Mirchan-
dani, Past National
Chairman of Young Indi-
ans (Yi) and Chairman &
Managing Director of
Aries Agro Limited, de-
clared Balakrishna Chit-
tineni as the Chair and
Ram Nagarjunakonda as
the Co-Chair of the Yi
Amaravati Chapter for
2026.

Balakrishna, Director
at Cultural Canvas India
Pvt. Ltd, is known for

championing India’s cul-
tural heritage through
curated experiences and
creative collaborations.
He has also excelled as
Business Development
Manager for Asia and Af-
rica at an Australian ed-
ucational institution,
leading strategic market
expansion initiatives.
Balakrishna holds a
bachelor’s degree in
computer science and

engineering and a Mas-
ter of Administration.
Ram, an active Yi
member since 2016, is a
social entrepreneur and
Managing Director of
Akshara Infratech. With
an MBA from IMI Bel-
gium, executive training
from Harvard Business
School, and certifica-
tions in Social Psycholo-
gy and Interior Design,
he brings a multidiscipli-

nary lens to leadership.
His career spans Learn-
ing & Development at
TCS, founding Cognistyx
Business Solutions, and
advising the Andhra
Pradesh government on
education and skill de-
velopment. His current
portfolio includes ven-
tures across design, cul-
ture, infrastructure,
health care, and real es-
tate. Ram is also passion-
ate about theatre, music,
photography, tennis, and
organic farming.

In his special address,
Dr Mirchandani praised
the Amaravati Chapter
for its innovative engage-
ment and community
initiatives. He highlight-
ed the exponential gro
wth of Yi nationwide,
which now boasts a mem
bership of over 7,500,
calling it a strong reflec-

tion of “Bharat Rising.”

Dr V Nagalakshmi,
Chairperson of CII Vi-
jayawada and Managing
Director of IMIS Phar-
maceuticals Pvt. Ltd.,
commended Yi Amara-
vati’s decade-long contri-
butions to youth empow-
erment, sustainability,
entrepreneurship, and
social responsibility.

Outgoing Chair Harik
rishna Kankanala pre-
sented the chapter’s
achievements, noting its
growth to 61 members
and over 30 impactful ac-
tivities. Key initiatives
included the Project
Masoom awareness cam-
paign on Safe and Unsafe
Touch, Yi G20 Session for
Yuva, and multiple in-
dustry learning mis-
sions, which collectively
created significant stake-
holder impact.

Dr. Sunitha Receives Doctorate in
Alternative Medicine from Prestigious
North American University

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 29

Visakhapatnam: Dr. Su-
nitha, an eminent practi-
tioner and researcher in
alternative medicine, has
been conferred the pres-
tigious Doctorate in Al-
ternative Medicine by the
highly reputed Medicina
Alternativa Azteca Uni-
versity, North America.
The recognition was
awarded in honor of her
extensive research on the
treatment and prevention
of brain stroke through
safe and natural alterna-
tive medicinal practices.

Speaking to the media

on Saturday, Dr. Sunitha
said that her work focuses
on developing safe thera-
peutic alternatives to
combat some of the most
dangerous diseases af-
fecting humankind today.
She emphasized that
while modern medicines
have proven effective in
reducing disease symp-
toms, they often lead to
secondary health compli-
cations. Her approach
through alternative ther-
apies aims to eliminate
such risks and provide a
holistic, side-effect-free
healing process.

Dr. Sunitha currently

practices and promotes 52
forms of alternative heal-
ing therapies, including
acupuncture, acupres-
sure, and hijama (cup-
ping therapy). According
to her, these scientifically
validated techniques not
only help treat chronic
conditions but also
strengthen the human
body’s natural defense
mechanisms.Elaborating
on her recent internation-
al exposure, Dr. Sunitha
said she participated in
the World Congress of
Traditional and Alterna-
tive Medicine held in Co-
lombo, Sri Lanka, from

November 24 to 26.

During the conference,
she presented multiple re-
search papers highlight-
ing her findings on stroke
prevention, therapeutic
methodologies, and the
efficacy of multi-modal
treatment approaches.
Her presentations re-
ceived wide appreciation
from global medical ex-
perts and fellow
researchers.

Collector Balaji Promotes Weekly Cycling to

Curb Air Pollutio

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 29

Machilipatnam: In a
strong message aimed at
tackling the rising levels
of air pollution, Krishna
District Collector D.K.
Balaji appealed to the
public to use bicycles at
least once a week to sup-
port environmental pro-
tection and improve air
quality. The Collector
made this appeal on Sat-
urday during a cleanli-
ness drive held at the
Collectorate premises as
part of the ongoing “Sw
arna Andhra” initia tive.

The cleanliness pro-
gramme was attended by
officers and staff from
various government de-
partments. Setting a per-
sonal example, Collector
Balaji arrived at the Col-
lectorate by bicycle from
his camp office, accom-
panied by his security
and camp staff, empha-
sizing the importance of
leading by action rather
than words.The day’s ac-
tivities included the rem
oval of garbage and de-
bris from behind the
Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVM) warehouse,
the vicinity of the Dis-
trict Supply Office
(DSO), and areas near
the Survey and Land Re-
cords Office.

The collected waste
was loaded onto tractors
for proper disposal.
Speaking to the media,
Collector Balaji ex-
plained that the State
Government has been
conducting the “Swachh
Andhra” programme on
the third Saturday of
every month, with spe-
cific themes guiding
each month’s activities.
While the State initiative
is monthly, he pointed
out that in Krishna dis-
trict, the effort has been
extended to every Satur-
day to sustain momen-

N 73

ent public awareness.

He recalled that the
theme for October was
“Air Pollution Control”
and noted that promot-
ing cycling plays a cru-
cial role in combating
the deteriorating air
quality in urban and
semi-urban areas. “Cy-
cling is not only benefi-
cial to health but also a
simple and effective
measure to reduce vehic-
ular emissions. Every
citizen can contribute to
cleaner air by using bicy-
cles once a week,” he
said.

To reinforce this idea,

the Collector instructed

all employees working at
the Collectorate to either
walk or use bicycles to
reach work every Satur-
day. He also advised offi-
cials commuting from
Vijayawada to Machili-
patnam to adopt carpool-
ing practices instead of
traveling separately,
thereby reducing vehicle
congestion and emi ssio
ns.

Discussing the Novem-
ber theme of “Social Hy-
giene,” Collector Balaji
said that regular sanita-
tion drives are being con-
ducted at government of-
fices across the district
every Saturday. These
efforts focus on cleaning
surroundings, ensuring
proper waste segrega-

_ tion, and establishing ef-

ficient waste manage-
ment mechanisms. He
further said that once
garbage clearance
around the Collectorate
and associated offices is
complete, beautification
works will commence,
including landscaping,
painting, and improving
public utility areas.

The Collector stressed

~ the need for regular

monitoring of waste dis-

n in Krishna District

\

posal systems in all gov-
ernment departments to
ensure that garbage is
collected and removed
systematically from a
designated collection
point.

Senior officials who
participated in the event
included District Supply
Officer Mohan Babu, BC
Welfare Officer Ramesh,
Assistant Director of
Land Survey and Re-
cords Joshila, BC Corpo-
ration Executive Direc-
tor Rajendra, District
Tourism Officer Ram
Lakshman, Information
and Public Relations
Deputy Director Ven-
kateswara Prasad, Mu-
nicipal Commissioner
Bapiraju, Assistant
Commissioner Gopala
Rao, and Administrative
Officer Radhika, along
with staff from multiple
departments.

The Collector’s proac-
tive approach has drawn
appreciation from offi-
cials and the public
alike, as it demonstrates
a practical model for
combining administra-
tive leadership with

environmental respo
nsibil ity

The Sanfo Global Fed-
eration also honored Dr.
Sunitha with the prestig-
ious Sanfo Supportive
Fellowship for her contri-
butions to the field of ho-
listic health. In addition,
she was recognized with
the Sanfo International
Life Fellowship Award
2025 for her outstanding
service and commitment
to advancing traditional
medicinal knowledge.
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Farooq Shublie Vows to
Strengthen Urdu Language
and Ensure Accountability

inAcademy

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh Urdu Acade-
my Chairman Moham-
mad Farooq Shublie
has vowed to work tire-
lessly for the preserva-
tion and growth of the
Urdu language, while
also bringing account-
ability and discipline
into the functioning of
the Academy.Address-
ing the media in Vi-
jayawada on Saturday,
Shublie stressed that
only employees who
genuinely contribute to
the institution’s activi-
ties will be given prior-
ity in all matters, as-
serting that drawing
salaries without per-
forming duties will not
be tolerated.

He made it clear that
individuals treating
their positions as hon-
orary or enjoying ben-
efits without responsi-
bility will face strict
action.Expressing grat-
itude to Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
for reposing faith in
him, Shublie said he
would do full justice to
the responsibility en-
trusted to him. “The
Academy will function
with commitment and
transparency. My ten-
ure will be remember
ed as a golden era in its
history,” he stated.

He recalled that dur-
ing the previous ad-
ministration, salaries
had remained pending
for several months, cre-
ating hardship for em-

e P . 5
ployees. However, un-
der the current coali
tion government, sala-
ries are being paid
promptly. Shublie em-
phasized that timely
payments must be
matched by sincere
work, adding that em-
ployees will be expect-
ed to justify their sala-
ries through visible
results.

Highlighting that the
Academy currently
employs 159 staff mem-
bers, which is unusu-
ally large compared to
similar bodies, Shublie
said steps will be taken
to ensure that all em-
ployees are effectively
utilized in productive
roles. Those demon-
strating sincerity and
dedication will be prop-
erly recognized, he as-
sured. Reaffirming
that Urdu is the second
official language of
Andhra Pradesh, Shub
lie announced several
initiatives to promote
its usage in public and

5 _,‘ir
government spaces.

He said directions
would be issued to in-
clude Urdu on all gov-
ernment office sign-
boards. Prominent city
displays such as “I
Love Andhra Pradesh,”
usually seen in Telugu
and English, will soon
feature Urdu lettering
as well. He further re-
vealed that Urdu trans-
lators would be de-
ployed in government
offices wherever nece
ssary.

Under the Madrasa
Modernization Sche
me, the Academy will
focus on the develop-
ment of Urdu educa-
tion and the introduc-
tion of Digital Typing
(DTP) training in Urdu
as part of a skill devel-
opment program.Shu
blie concluded

by asserting that he
is determined to make
Urdu a living, visible,
and respected language
across Andhra

Prad esh.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Reviews
Arrangements for CM Revanth Reddy’s
December 3 Visit to Husnabad

\

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

Siddipet District: Tel-
angana Minister for Ci
vil Supplies and BC
Welfare Ponnam Prab-
hakar on Saturday in-
spected the arrange-
ments being made for
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy’s upcom-
ing visit to Husnabad
constituency on De-
cember 3. The chief
minister will address a
major public meeting
at Akkannapet Road in
Husnabad town as part
of the second anniver-
sary celebrations of
the Congress govern-
ment in Telangana.

Accompanied by lo-
cal leaders and senior
officials, Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar re-
viewed the ongoing
works at the public me
eting venue and held
discussions with dis-
trict administration
and police officials re-
garding security, logis-
tics, and public conven-
iences. He directed
officials to expedite the
development of basic
facilities such as park-
ing, approach roads,
drinking water supply,
and crowd manage-

ment arrangements to
ensure a smooth and
hassle-free experience
for the thousands of
people expected to at-
tend.Speaking after the
inspection, Ponnam
Prabhakar said that
Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy’s visit to
Husnabad holds signif-
icant importance for
the region.

“This visit marks the
completion of two
years of the Prajapala-
na government, which
has been committed to
decentralised and tran
sparent governance.
The Chief Minister
will inaugurate and lay
foundation stones for
multiple development
works across the con-
stituency,” the minister
said. He added that the
state government has
placed special focus on
the balanced develop-
ment of all regions,
and Husnabad, located
centrally within the
Siddipet district, would
emerge as a key growth
hub in the days ahead.

Efforts are being
made to boost infra-
structure, education,
healthcare, industries,
and employment op-

-

portunities in the re-
gion, he noted.Ponnam
Prabhakar also said
that the Chief Minis-
ter’s public address
will outline the state’s
progress over the past
two years and unveil
new initiatives planned
for the coming phase.
He emphasized that the
government aims to
fulfill the aspirations
of the people of Husna
bad and surrounding
districts by addressing
long-pending infra-
structure and irriga-
tion needs.He appealed
to the people of Husn
abad constituency to
turn out in large num-
bers and participate ac-
tively in the Chief Min-
ister’s programme.
“This visit is not just a
celebration but also an
opportunity for the
people to directly hear
about the government’s
vision for inclusive
growth.

I request every citi-
zen, youth, and com-
munity organization to
join and make the event
a grand success,” he
said.The upcoming
public meeting is ex-
pected to witness the

participation of sever-
al cabinet ministers,
party legislators, and
senior Congress lead-
ers. The district police
department is devising
a comprehensive secu-
rity plan to manage the
large turnout, while
municipal authorities
are working to com-
plete the required tem-
porary infrastructure
by the scheduled date.

Officials informed
the minister that ar-
rangements are being
made to ensure smooth
vehicular movement
and adequate parking
space to prevent con-
gestion. Efforts are also
underway to set up
drinking water points
and sanitation facili-
ties to accommodate
the massive crowd ex-
pected from across sur-
rounding mandals.

The visit by Chief
Minister Revanth Red-
dy is being seen as a
major political and ad-
ministrative event for
the Husnabad constitu-
ency, reflecting both
the government’s com-
mitment to regional de-
velopment and its focus
on direct engagement
with the public.
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MLABuddha Prasad Urges Vigilance in
View of Cyclone ‘Dithwa’; Reviews
Preparation with Officials in Ghantasala

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 29

Ghantasala, Krishna
District: With meteoro-
logical forecasts warn-
ing of rains under the in
fluence of cyclone ‘Dith-
wa’, Machilipatnam ML
A Mandali Buddha Pras-
ad has called upon all
government officials to
remain vigilant and take
proactive measures to
mitigate potential dam-
ages. The MLA conduct-
ed areview meeting with
revenue and agricultural
officials at the Tahsil-
dar’s office in Ghantasa-
la on Saturday, directing
them to ensure the safety
of farmers and their
produce.

During the meeting,
Buddha Prasad empha-
sized that the immediate
priority should be the

procurement and safe
storage of paddy har-
vested by farmers. He in-
structed officials to ac-
celerate the purchase of
dried paddy from farm-
ers and arrange prompt
transportation to rice
mills before the onset of
heavy rains. Since rain-
fall could disturb the
drying process and re-
sult in significant losses,
the MLA urged the offi-
cials to create awareness
among farmers about se-
curing their produce in
accessible storage spaces
such as local warehous-
es, community halls, and
function halls.

He noted that as of n
ow, paddy procurement
in Ghantasala mandal
had reached 5,932 metric
tonnes from 1,102 farm-
ers. The government has

K-Ridge International
School in Narasaraopet
Receives Prestigious
‘Swachh Vidyalaya’

D&

-Star _Award

INTERNATIONAL
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The school that develops the 4Cs to transform your child into a

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 29

Narasaraopet (Pal-
nadu District): The K-
Ridge International
School in Narasarao-
pet has earned the pr
estigious “Swachh Vi
dyalaya” 5-star rating
from the government
in recognition of its
outstanding efforts to-
ward maintaining a
clean, green, and eco-
friendly educational e
nvironment. The scho
ol’s principal, Barna-
bas, announced the ac
hievement on Satur-
day, noting that the
award reflects the in-
stitution’s consistent
commitment to clean-
liness, hygiene, and
sustainability.

According to Princi-
pal Barnabas, the awa
rd was granted after
state-level evaluators
inspected various pa-
rameters, including sa
nitation facilities, ca
mpus cleanliness, gre
enery, waste manage-
ment, and the effec-
tive implementation
of health and env iro
nmental awareness
programs.

The evaluators re-
portedly found the
school to be exempla-
ry in promoting clean-
liness and hygiene
standards that align
with the objectives of
the national Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan and
the Swachh Vidyalaya
initiative. Speaking
on the occasion, Scho
ol Chairman Nataani
Venkateswarlu said
the recognition was a
proud moment for the
entire K-Ridge comm
unity.

He praised the col-
lective efforts of teac
hers, students, and
staff members, em-
phasizing that their
teamwork and con-
sistent adherence to
cleanliness protocols
had brought the insti-
tution this distinc-
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tion. “This 5-star
award stands as a trib-
ute to the dedication
of our school family
in creating a learning
environment that is
both clean and inspir-
ing,” he remarked.

The chairman also
highlighted that the s
chool’s eco-friendly pr
actices including plas-
tic-free initiatives,
green landscaping,
and energy conserva-
tion measures had be-
come integral parts of
the institution’s daily
routine. The adminis-
tration plans to con-
tinue expanding such
sustainability pro-
grams in the coming
years.School Director
Komatineni Nasaray
ya extended his congr
atulations to the teach
ers and students, ac-
knowledging their en-
thusiasm and cooper-
ation in achieving this
milestone.

He expressed hope
that the award would
encourage other sch
ools in the region to
adopt similar cleanli-
ness and environmen-
tal standards.The fe-
licitation ceremony,
held on the school
campus, was attended
by teachers, students,
and parents, who cel-
ebrated the recogni-
tion with pride. The
event concluded with
a pledge from the sch
0ol community to per-
sist in maintaining
hygiene and environ-
mental responsibility
as key elements of ho-
listic education.

With this award, K-
Ridge International
School sets a bench-
mark for other institu-
tions in Palnadu dis-
trict, demonstrating
how commitment to
sustainability and
teamwork can bring
national recognition
in the field of educa-
tion and environmen-
tal responsibility.

already credited approxi-
mately 1.40 crore direct-
ly to farmers’ bank ac-
counts for the purchased
grain, ensuring timely
payment. Later, MLA Bu
ddha Prasad visited the
agricultural market yard
in Kodali village under
Ghantasala mandal and

inspected the ongoing
paddy drying and pro-
curement operatio ns.
He interacted with
farmers, gathered their
feedback, and reviewed
the arrangements in pla
ce to prevent any incon-
venience amid the chang
ing weather conditions.

Farmers informed him
that, due to the cyclone
alert, many have begun
harvesting paddy simul-
taneously across the re-
gion with the help of ma-
chinery, leading to a surg
e in workload and activ-
ity in the fields round the
clock.

Officials explained tha
t despite the increased
pressure caused by 24-
hour harvesting, pro-
curement operations we
re progressing smoothly.
They assured the MLA
that continuous coordi-
nation was being main-
tained with farmers thro
ugh Rythu Bharosa Ken-
dras, agricultural coop-
eratives, and paddy pur-
chasing centers to ensu
re that no farmer faces
hardship during this
crucial period. Buddha
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Prasad appreciated the
efforts of officials in
maintaining steady pro-
curement and directed
them to remain on high
alert until the cyclone ris
k subsides.

He stressed the impor-
tance of real-time com-
munication with farm-
ers and timely updates
on rainfall forecasts to
avoid any loss to the ag-
ricultural community.
Several local leaders and
officials participated in

Cyclone Ditva Moves North-Northwest Near Sri Lanka;
Heavy Rains Forecast for Andhra and Tamil Nadu

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 29

Visakhapatnam: The
deep depression over the
southwest Bay of Bengal
has intensified into Cy-
clone Ditva and contin-
ues to move north-north-
westwards along the Sri
Lankan coast. According
to the Cyclone Warning C
entre at Visakhapatnam,
Ditva is currently center
ed over the southwest Ba
y of Bengal, very close to
the southern coast of Sri
Lanka.

As of Saturday after-
noon, the cyclone’s cent-
er lay about 50 km south
of Trincomalee, 70 km
northwest of Batticaloa,
and around 220 km north
of Hambantota in Sri La
nka. On the Indian side,
the system was positio
ned nearly 460 km south-
east of Puducherry and
about 560 km southeast
of Chennai.

Over the past six hour
s, the cyclone has moved
at a speed of nearly 10
km per hour towards the
north-northwest. Mete-
orological authorities in-
dicate that Ditva is likely
to continue on this path
and could approach the
south Tamil Nadu coast
by the morning of No-
vember 30 (Sunday). Un-
der its influence, wide-
spread rainfall accomp

e Uk,

anied by strong gusty
winds is expected across
parts of southern India
over the next five days.
Rough Weather Condi-
tions Along the Coast
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD)
and the Visakhapatnam
Cyclone Warning Centre
have advised fishermen
not to venture into the se
a along the Tamil Nadu,
south coastal Andhra Pr
adesh, and Sri Lanka coa
sts. Squally winds reach-
ing speeds of 60 to 70 km
per hour, gusting up to 80
km per hour, are likely a
long the coastal belt sta
rting from Saturday eve
ning. The sea condition
is expected to be rough to
very rough in the south-
west and adjoining west-
central Bay of Bengal.
In view of the deterio-
rating sea conditions,
danger signal number
two has been hoisted at
all major ports along the
Andhra and Tamil Nadu

coasts as a precautionary
measure.

Heavy Rainfall Predict
ed Across South Andhra

Due to the cyclone’s in-
fluence, many parts of
coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Rayalaseema are ex-
pected to receive wide-
spread rains during the
next five days. The IMD
has forecast heavy to
very heavy rainfall in the
Nellore and Tirupati dis-
tricts on Saturday.

On Sunday, extremely
heavy rains are likely to
occur in Nellore, Chit-
toor, Tirupati, and An-
namayya districts. Dis-
tricts such as Sri Sathya
Sai, Anantapur, Kadapa,
Prakasam, and Bapatla
are also expected to wit-
ness moderate to heavy
rainfall. Some areas
could record more than
20 centimeters of cumu-
lative rainfall, which
may lead to waterlog-
ging, local flooding, and
disruption of transport

A/

and electricity supply.

Preparedness and
Advisories

Local administrations
in Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu have been
alerted to take precau-
tionary measures, in-
cluding possible evacua-
tion in low-lying areas if
necessary. Disaster resp
onse teams are on stand-
by, and officials have
been instructed to ensure
uninterrupted communi-
cation and power backup
in vulnerable zones.

The cyclone is expect-
ed to gradually weaken
as it moves inland after
making its closest ap-
proach to the Tamil Nadu
coast. However, meteoro-
logical experts caution
that its impact in terms
of rainfall and strong
winds will remain signif-
icant across southern
Andhra districts through
early next week.

Five of Family, Including Two Children,
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Kurnool: In a tragic
accident on Saturday
morning, five members
of the same family, in-
cluding two young chil-
dren were killed when
two cars collided head-
on at the Kotekal ghat ¢
urve in Yemmiganur m
andal of Kurnool distri
ct. Two others sustain
ed severe injuries and
are undergoing treat
ment. The accident oc-
curred around 4 a.m. w
hen a car traveling from
Yemmiganur to Bengal-
uru crashed into anoth-
er vehicle coming from

KiIIe inRoad A

Adoni. Dense early-mor
ning fog, poor visibility
and the sharp curve be-
tween the hills are be-
lieved to have caused
the collision.

The deceased were
identified as Venkate-
sham (76) of Chikkaho-
salli village in Karnata
ka’s Kolar district, his
daughter Meenakshi
(32), son-in-law Satish
(34) and grandchildren
Ritwik (4) and Bunnith
(5). All five died on the
spot.

Venkatesham’s wife
Gangamma and the
car’s driver Suresh suf-
fered serious injuries

cient ink

and are currently re-
ceiving treatment at
Yemmiganur Hospital,
where doctors describe
their condition as crit
ical.

Chief Minister N Ch
andrababu Naidu ex-
pressed profound grief
over the tragedy. He in-
structed officials to en-
sure that the injured
receive immediate,
high-quality medical
care. The Chief Ministe
r also stated that the go
vernment would extend
all necessary assistance
to the affected families
and prayed for the spee
dy recovery of those

urnool

inju red.

Transport Minister
Mandipalli Ramprasad
Reddy conveyed deep
condolences and direct-
ed authorities to step
up enforcement of road
-safety measures, urg-
ing travellers to exercis
e caution, especially in
hilly and fog-prone are
as. R&B Minister BC Ja-
nardhan Reddy and dis-
trict in-charge minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu
reviewed the situation
with local officials and
asked them to intensify
rescue efforts and pro-
vide comprehensive
support to the victims’
families.

Ministers TG Bhar-
ath and Kinjarapu Atch
annaidu also expressed
shock over the deaths,
particularly of the chil-
dren and stressed the
need for strengthening
road surveillance and
preventive measures to
avoid such accidents in
future.

the review and inspec-
tion, including AMC Ch
airman Thota Kana ka-
durga, TDP Mandal Pres-
ident and former AMC
Chairman Tummala Cho
wdari Babu, Jana Sena
Mandal President Kona
Rajashekar, former ZP
Vice Chairman Gorrepa-
ti Venkata Ramakrishna,
DC Chairman Ananam-
pudi Bhan u Prakash, So-
ciety Cha irman Bandi
Paratpararao, Gorrepati
Suresh, MPDO D. Subba

Rao, DT Kanakadurga,
ADA Shyamala, AO D.
Anusha, AMC directors,
and staff members from
various departments.

The MLA reiterated
that effective coordina-
tion between govern-
ment machinery and the
farming community is
essential in minimizing
the potential impact of
the cyclone and in ensur-
ing that the livelihood of
farmers remains pro
tected.

Workshop on
Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Held at MAM
Women'’s Engineering
College, Narasaraopet

(TP NPT
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Narasaraopet: A on
e-day workshop on En
trepreneurship and
Innovation as a Ca-
reer Opportunity was
organized on Satur-
day at MAM Women’s
Engineering College,
Narasaraopet, Palna
du d istrict, under the
aegis of the Institu-
tion Innovation Coun-
cil (IIC). The event ai
med to inspire young
engineering students
to explore entrepre-
neurship and innova-
tion as viable career
paths in the evolving
industrial and techno-
logical landscape.

College Principal
Dr. S. Rama Rao infor
med that the worksho
p was conducted as
part of the college ’s s
ustained efforts to nu
rture creativity, lead-
ership, and entrepre-
neurial spirit among
students. The session
was addres sed by Dr.
Gurunadham Goli,
Dean and Associate
Professor at the Astra
School of Business,
SR University, Waran-
gal, who served as the
resour ce person.

During his address,
Dr. Goli emphasized
that entrepreneurshi
p is not limited to star
ting a business but
also about identifying
opportunities, solving
real-world problems,
and generating value
for society. Highlight-
ing the role of innova-
tion, he explained ho
w creative problem-
solving and the ability
to ada pt to changing
market demands are
key to achieving long-
term success.

He also spoke about
the growing opportu-
nities across various
sectors in India, par-
ticularly in technolo-
gy, manufacturing,
and sustainable devel-
opment, that are open-
ing doors for passion-

ate young professi
onals.Dr. Goli elabo-
rated on the essential
skills for successful
entrepreneurship, in-
cluding creat ive thi
nking, the courage to
take calculated risks,
decision-making abil-
ity, continuous learn-
ing, and ada ptability.

He encouraged stu-
dents to develop a mi
ndset of inquiry and
resilience, enabling
them to navigate chal-
lenges and transform
innovative ideas into
impactful ventures.
Chairman of the col-
lege, M.R. She shagiri
Rao, appreciated the
efforts of the organiz-
ing team and empha-
sized the institution’s
commitment to pro-
moting entrepreneur-
ial culture among you
ng engin eers. He not-
ed that such initiative
s equip students with
the confidence and kn
owledge required to
contribute meaning-
fully to society while
generating employ-
ment opportunities.
College Director D. Sh
ravya and several fac-
ulty members also too
k part in the event, wh
ich concluded with an
interactive session al-
lowing students to sha
re their ideas and clar
ify queries related to
startup development
and innovation.

Participants expre
ssed enthusiasm and
gratitude for the op-
portunity to gain prac
tical insights from in-
dustry experts. The
workshop reflected
MAM Women’s Engi-
neering College’s ded-
ication to bridging ac
ademia and industry
through knowledge-
sharing programs th
at foster innovation-
driven growth and em
power women enginee
rs to emerge as future
leaders and entrepren
eurs.
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Tensions Rise Between China and
er Taiwan

r

Diplomatic tensions be-
tween China and Japan
have escalated sharply fol-
lowing remarks by Japan’s
new Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi, triggering con-
cerns about regional stabil-
ity in East Asia. On Novem-
ber 7, Takaichi warned that
any Chinese military action
against Taiwan could
threaten Japan’s survival,
suggesting that Tokyo

Japan Oy

might intervene militarily.
This marked the first time a
sitting Japanese Prime
Minister openly articulated
a potential military re-
sponse to a conflict involv-
ing Taiwan, departing from
decades of strategic
ambiguity.

China reacted strongly,
demanding a retraction of
Takaichi’s statement, im-
posing bans on Japanese

seafood imports, issuing
travel advisories against Ja-
pan, and accusing Tokyo of
planning missile deploy-
ments on Yonaguni Island
near Taiwan. Chinese Coast
Guard vessels have intensi-
fied patrols around the dis-
puted Diaoyu/Senkaku Is-
lands in the East China Sea,
which Japan considers a
violation of its territorial
waters. Beijing has warned

Rupee Slide Signals Urgent Need to Cut
Oil Dependence

The Indian rupee has depre-
ciated around 7% over the
past year, falling from roughly
¥83.4 to ¥89.2 against the U.S.
dollar, raising concerns about
the currency’s stability amid
external pressures. While not
unprecedented—the rupee
slid 11-12% in 2018—the cur-
rent context mirrors earlier
periods of global uncertainty,
including rising U.S. interest
rates, strong dollar trends,
and trade tensions.

To manage volatility, the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) has
actively intervened, selling a
net $50 billion in foreign ex-
change since November 2024
and employing long-term cur-
rency-swap mechanisms. In
2025 alone, the RBI executed a
$10 billion dollar/rupee buy-
sell swap auction to inject li-
quidity into the banking sys-
tem. Analysts note that under

India’s floating-but-managed
exchange rate regime, the RBI
can smoothen volatility but
cannot fully prevent
depreciation.

The rupee’s slide has been
driven largely by a widening
current-account deficit,
fueled by rising bullion im-
ports as a hedge and export-
ers adjusting to high U.S. tar-
iffs. Crude oil imports, which
account for over 20% of total
imports, remain a significant
pressure point. As India tran-
sitions from cheaper Russian
crude to more expensive U.S.
oil, currency weakness could
translate into higher import
bills, potentially impacting
inflation.

Despite these challenges,
there are reasons for cautious
optimism. India’s foreign ex-
change reserves remain com-
fortable at around $693 bil-

lion, and retail inflation has
eased significantly, with
headline CPI at 0.25% in Octo-
ber 2025—well below the
RBI’s target range of 2%-6%.
This allows the central bank
room to tolerate modest de-
preciation without aggressive
rate hikes.

Experts stress that mone-
tary measures alone are in-
sufficient. Structural re-
forms, particularly reducing
dependence on oil through
initiatives such as faster
transport electrification, are
critical. Coordinated trade
policies, rather than a focus
on bilateral deals with Japan,
the UAE, or ASEAN, are need-
ed to ensure a balanced trade
environment. Without ad-
dressing these vulnerabili-
ties, the rupee may continue
to face pressure amid global
volatility.

that any Japanese interven-
tion in Taiwan would be
treated as an act of
aggression.

The roots of China’s an-
ger are deep. Japan’s colo-
nial past in China and Tai-
wan, including its
occupation of Taiwan from
1895 to 1945 and brutal cam-
paigns in parts of China,
continues to influence Chi-
nese perceptions. Taiwan

was returned to Chinese
control after World War II
but became a separate ad-
ministrative entity follow-
ing the Kuomintang’s re-
treat in 1949. Although
Taiwan has been self-gov-
erning since, China contin-
ues to regard it as a core
sovereignty issue, a posi-
tion supported by the inter-
national One-China policy.

Despite these tensions,
China and Japan remain
heavily economically inter-
dependent. Bilateral trade
exceeds $300 billion annu-
ally, reflecting deep com-
mercial ties that both na-
tions rely on. Experts warn
that provocative political
rhetoric, combined with
historical mistrust, could
usher in an era of “full-
spectrum hostility” unless
careful diplomacy
prevails.

Analysts emphasize that
the Taiwan issue is unlike-
ly to be resolved in the near
term. Maintaining the sta-
tus quo — China’s claims,
Taiwan’s self-rule, U.S. stra-
tegic ambiguity, and re-
straint from all parties — is
essential for regional peace.
Both China and Japan are
urged to de-escalate ten-
sions and prioritize eco-
nomic collaboration. At the
same time, the United
States, as Japan’s treaty
ally, faces the delicate task
of balancing security com-
mitments with diplomatic
measures to prevent misun-
derstandings or
miscalculations.

With East Asia’s security
environment already com-
plicated by global conflicts,
the coming weeks will be
critical. Observers stress
that dialogue, restraint, and
renewed economic engage-
ment are the only viable
paths to prevent a worsen-
ing of one of the region’s
most sensitive flashpoints.
Failure to act prudently
could have consequences
far beyond the Taiwan
Strait, affecting global trade
and stability.
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Idli, Dosa Done, Raagi Mudde
And High Command Next In
Karnataka

The political chessboard
in Karnataka is heating up
as Congress leaders Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar
navigate a delicate power
transition, with the party
high command, led by Rahul
Gandhi, expected to play a
decisive role. A recent
breakfast meeting between
the two leaders—dubbed the
“idli-dosa summit” by the
media—was a carefully
staged effort to project uni-
ty, even as underlying ten-
sions persist.

The central questions re-
main unresolved: Will Sid-
daramaiah complete his full
term as Chief Minister, or
will he step aside to allow
Shivakumar to take charge
in the coming months? Ac-
cording to insiders, the high
command has instructed
both leaders to maintain the
optics of cohesion while it
works on a long-term plan to
manage the transition. The
idli and vada meet was only
the beginning; next in the
pipeline could be further
high-level discussions, sym-
bolically taking place over
Karnataka’s traditional raa-
gi mudde or Delhi’s chole
kulche.

Sources suggest that an
emerging understanding in-
cludes four key elements.
First, Siddaramaiah would
hand over the chief minis-
tership to Shivakumar be-
fore the 2027 state elections,
possibly after the budget
session in February-March
2026, allowing him to set a
record for one of the long-

From Pakistan

-
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A strategic shift is quietly
unfolding in South Asia as Af-
ghanistan moves closer to In-
dia, leveraging the Chabahar
port in Iran to bypass Paki-
stan entirely. Built with Indi-
an investment and sustained
diplomatic engagement,
Chabahar is emerging as a vi-
tal trade gateway, reshaping
regional geopolitics and chal-
lenging Pakistan’s long-held
influence over Kabul.

Over the past three months,
a series of high-level Taliban
visits to India have under-
scored this realignment. Act-
ing Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi and Acting
Commerce Minister Noorud-
din Azizi visited India, signal-
ing Kabul’s intent to strength-
en trade ties with New Delhi
while reducing dependency
on Pakistan’s transit routes.
Both officials carried the
clear message that Afghani-

stan is looking for reliable al-
ternatives to Pakistan’s trade
corridors.

Azizi’s visit to New Delhi
from November 22 for five
days was particularly signifi-
cant. During his meetings, he
emphasized that Pakistan’s
trade routes are increasingly
unreliable, and Afghanistan
is keen to encourage Indian
investment. “We request the
government of India to re-
store the political, trade and
cultural relationship that
once existed between our two
countries,” Azizi told News18,
highlighting Kabul’s willing-
ness to provide incentives
and security guarantees to In-
dian investors.

The Chabahar port, a pro-
ject developed with Indian
technical and financial sup-
port, has become the center-
piece of this strategy. It al-
lows Indian goods to reach

Afghanistan directly, cutting
out the Pakistani route,
which has historically domi-
nated regional trade. This de-
velopment strengthens In-
dia’s economic footprint in
Afghanistan and provides Ka-
bul with a secure, stable, and
reliable trade alternative.

Experts say the move is not
purely economic; it also has
far-reaching geopolitical im-
plications. By deepening ties
with India, Afghanistan is di-
versifying its partnerships,
ensuring that it is not overly
dependent on Pakistan,
which has traditionally ex-
erted considerable influence
over Kabul. For India, Chaba-
har represents both an eco-
nomic opportunity and a
strategic lever in the region,
supporting Afghanistan’s de-
velopment while expanding
its own influence in Central
Asia.

|
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est-serving CMs in the
state’s history. Second, Shi-
vakumar would continue as
the sole Deputy CM and re-
main state Congress presi-
dent until then. Third, no
major cabinet reshuffles
would take place in the in-
terim, ensuring stability.
Fourth, Siddaramaiah’s loy-
alists would be accommodat-
ed under Shivakumar’s lead-
ership, allowing a smooth
political handover.

The rationale behind Shi-
vakumar’s patience is clear:
he currently lacks the num-
bers to unseat Siddaramaiah
without fracturing the party.
A sudden takeover could al-
ienate key communities and
risk party cohesion. For Sid-
daramaiah, agreeing to a
planned transition secures
his legacy as a leader who
prioritised party unity, pre-
served his influence, and en-
sured the future of his
loyalists.

Yet, politics rarely unfolds
linearly. Trust between the
two leaders, the timing of
the handover, and managing
caste and factional sensitivi-
ties among 137 Congress
MLAs remain critical fac-
tors. With the Karnataka As-
sembly session set to begin
on December 8 and the BJP
threatening a no-confidence
motion, every breakfast,
lunch, and dinner between
Bengaluru and New Delhi
could shape the state’s po-
litical landscape. The story
is far from over, and the
coming months may decide
who holds the reins of power
in Karnataka.

>

India’s Chabahar Push Shifts Afghanistan Away

In addition to trade, India
and Afghanistan are explor-
ing enhanced collaboration
in political, cultural, and in-
frastructure sectors. The re-
cent visits and discussions
demonstrate a shared prag-
matism despite ideological
differences, showing that
both nations prioritize strate-
gic and economic stability.

With Chabahar fully opera-
tional, the dynamics of South
Asian trade and diplomacy
are shifting. Pakistan, long
accustomed to Kabul’s reli-
ance on its territory, now fac-
es the challenge of adjusting
to anew reality where India’s
influence grows, and Afghan-
istan charts a more independ-
ent, India-oriented path. The
coming months could see this
Indo-Afghan alignment deep-
en further, marking a historic
change in regional power
equations.
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‘GDP Growth Reflects Impact Of Our Policies,
Reforms’: PM Modi

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India’s economy record-
ed a robust 8.2 per cent
growth in the second
quarter of 2025-26, mark-
ing a six-quarter high,
driven by a surge in man-
ufacturing and strong
double-digit growth in the
services sector.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday attrib-
uted the impressive GDP
performance to the hard
work and enterprise of
the people and the govern-
ment’s pro-growth poli-
cies and reforms.

In a post on X, Modi
said, “The 8.2 per cent
GDP growth in Q2 of 2025-
26 is very encouraging. It
reflects the impact of our
pro-growth policies and
reforms. It also reflects
the hard work and enter-
prise of our people.”

The Q2 growth indicates
a sustained recovery in
the Indian economy, with
manufacturing showing a
significant uptick due to
rising industrial output
and domestic consump-
tion. The services sector, a
major contributor to In-
dia’s GDP, posted double-
digit growth, reflecting
strong performance in IT,
finance, and tourism-re-
lated services.

The prime minister re-
affirmed the govern-

ment’s commitment to
continuing economic re-
forms and improving the
overall quality of life for
citizens. “Our govern-
ment will continue to ad-
vance reforms and
strengthen Ease of Living
for every citizen,” Modi
added.

Analysts noted that In-
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dia’s GDP growth outper-
formed expectations, posi-
tioning the country as one
of the fastest-growing ma-
jor economies globally.
The government’s focus
on infrastructure develop-
ment, digitalisation, and
investment-friendly poli-
cies is seen as a key factor
behind the sustained

— L

momentum.

With global uncertain-
ties and geopolitical chal-
lenges, maintaining high
economic growth remains
a priority. Experts believe
that continued structural
reforms, combined with
domestic consumption
and export growth, could
help India sustain its eco-

nomic trajectory in the
coming quarters.

The Q2 GDP figures un-
derscore India’s resilience
and the effectiveness of
policies aimed at boosting
industrial output, enhanc-
ing services, and creating
a conducive environment
for businesses and
entrepreneurs.

Cyclone Ditwah Approaches Tamil Nadu, Moves Northwest
from SriLanka
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TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Cyclonic Storm Ditwah,
which has already
wreaked havoc in Sri Lan-
ka, is now moving towards
the southeastern coast of
India, prompting authori-
ties in Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh to issue
alerts.

According to the India
Meteorological Depart-
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ment (IMD), the storm is
currently located about 80
km west of the Sri Lankan
coast, moving northwest at
7 kmph. It is approximate-
ly 220 km southeast of
Karaikal and 380 km from
Puducherry.

The IMD has warned
that Ditwah is very likely
to reach the Southwest Bay
of Bengal, near the North

i T . g
i E i I' e
.F“‘-\--' = {‘3-/‘1 ; i T
1 il Jr—-
| L
=y
\H'l. g
'\.---'J‘L} o
el
-1
b
BT Tl i
BT - W

L L P AL
W L AR O PTSART A
PRSP PN

Tamil Nadu and South
Andhra Pradesh coasts, by
early Saturday morning.
Authorities are closely
monitoring the situation,
as heavy rains, strong
winds, and possible flood-
ing are expected along the
coastal regions.

In Sri Lanka, Cyclone
Ditwah caused widespread
destruction, leading to
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over 120 deaths, hundreds
of missing persons, and
the displacement of nearly
44,000 people to state-run
relief centers. Floods and
landslides damaged infra-
structure, homes, and dis-
rupted power and water
supplies. Relief operations
are ongoing, with neigh-
boring countries like India
stepping in to provide aid.

Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh adminis-
trations have already ad-
vised fishermen to avoid
venturing into the sea,
and disaster management
teams are on alert. Coast-
al districts are being pre-
pared for potential evacu-
ations, while local
authorities are coordinat-
ing with the Indian Mete-
orological Department to
provide timely updates to
residents.

The IMD has also cau-
tioned that strong winds,
heavy rainfall, and high
waves may continue over
the Bay of Bengal and ad-
joining coastal areas, urg-
ing residents to remain
vigilant and adhere to safe-
ty advisories.

Authorities have urged
the public to stay indoors,
avoid non-essential travel,
and keep emergency sup-
plies ready as Cyclone
Ditwah advances toward
the Indian coast. Continu-
ous monitoring and pre-
cautionary measures are
being prioritized to mini-
mize the impact of the ap-
proaching storm.

Shivakumar, Siddaramaiah Reaffirm Loyalty to
Party High Command

TPN Correspondent | New Delhi

Bengaluru, Nov 29: In a
clear message of unity and
discipline, Karnataka Con-
gress leaders have reaf-
firmed their commitment
to the party high command
amid speculation over
state leadership. Address-
ing the media, Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar emphasized that
both he and Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah are fol-
lowing the directives of
the party leadership and
remain focused on govern-
ance and development.

Shivakumar revealed
that he and Siddaramaiah
held a breakfast meeting
recently to discuss govern-
ance and party strategy. He
also mentioned that the
CM will visit his residence
for further discussions
over lunch or dinner in the
coming days, reflecting on-
going coordination be-
tween the two leaders. “We
have joined together and
worked together. The
workers of the state have
supported us, and the peo-
ple of Karnataka have
blessed us with a massive

mandate,” he said.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s focus, Shivakumar
stated, “Whatever promis-
es we have given to the peo-
ple, it is our bound duty to
deliver them. It is our re-
sponsibility to fulfil every
commitment made to our
people. We are fortunate to
have their support, and we
are delivering a govern-
ment focused on good
governance.”

The leaders also dis-
cussed the upcoming As-
sembly session starting
December 8 and electoral
strategy for 2028, indicat-
ing a proactive approach to
legislative and political
planning.

On the sensitive issue of
state leadership, Shivaku-
mar clarified, “As far as
the leadership issue is con-
cerned, we will go by the
decision of the party high
command. We have always
been loyal soldiers of the
party.” He expressed confi-
dence in Congress’ contin-
ued dominance in Karna-
taka, stating that the party
aims to repeat its govern-
ment in 2028 and continue

its progress in 2029 under
the guidance of Shri Mall-
ikarjun Kharge and Shri
Rahul Gandhi.

The statement under-
scores the Congress lead-
ership’s focus on unity, sta-
bility, and governance,

sending a strong signal to
both the party cadre and
opposition ahead of cru-
cial legislative sessions.
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India Re-elected to IMO Council with

Highest Votes

I
1

INTERNATIONAL
MARITIME
ORGANIZATION

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India has been re-
elected to the Council of
the International Mari-
time Organization
(IMO) for the 2026-27 bi-
ennium, securing 154
out of 169 valid votes,
the highest tally in its
category. The announce-
ment came during the
34th Session of the IMO
Assembly in London,
underscoring India’s
growing influence in
global maritime
affairs.

The Council, the ex-
ecutive body of the IMO,
comprises 40 member
states elected for two-
year terms and super-
vises the organization’s
work between Assembly
sessions. The IMO, a
United Nations agency
headquartered in Lon-
don, aims to ensure safe,
secure, and environ-
mentally sustainable
shipping.

Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Water-

ways, Sarbananda So-
nowal, described the re-
election as a “proud
moment for India’s mar-
itime sector,” emphasiz-
ing that the highest vote
tally reflects the inter-
national community’s
strong confidence in In-
dia’s leadership and
constructive engage-
ment in global
shipping.

An official statement
highlighted that the re-
sult validates the Gov-
ernment of India’s re-
forms and
forward-looking initia-
tives to strengthen the
maritime sector, includ-
ing enhanced regulato-
ry frameworks, port
modernization, and pro-
motion of international
trade routes. The
achievement follows the
successful India Mari-
time Week 2025, inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, which
witnessed participation
from over 100 countries

and showcased India’s
strategic vision for mar-
itime growth.

During the Assembly,
the Indian delegation
engaged with multiple
countries, international
organizations, and IMO
officials to explore coop-
eration in shipping safe-
ty, environmental pro-
tection, and maritime
trade facilitation.

India’s re-election re-
inforces its position
among the world’s lead-
ing maritime nations,
ensuring continued in-
fluence in shaping IMO
policies and decisions
affecting international
seaborne trade.

The Council member-
ship allows India to fur-
ther contribute to global
maritime governance,
advance sustainable
shipping practices, and
enhance collaboration
on technical, legal, and
operational standards
within the internation-
al shipping community.

NIA Convicts Two in
Lucknow Al-Qaeda Terror

TPN
|Lucknow

A special court of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has con-
victed two more individ-
uals in connection with
the 2021 Lucknow Al-
Qaeda terror conspiracy
case. Mohammad
Mustaqueem and Sha-
keel, both residents of
Lucknow, were found
guilty under Section
25(1B)(a) of the Arms
Act and Section 120B of
the Indian Penal Code.
The court sentenced
them to 20 months im-
prisonment and imposed
a fine of Rs 5,000 each.

The case traces back
to 2021, when the Uttar
Pradesh Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) uncovered
an Al-Qaeda module in
Lucknow after arresting
two terrorists in the Ka-
kori area. Investigations
revealed that Umar Hal-

Correspondent

Case

A

mandi, an Al-Qaeda op-
erative near the Paki-
stan-Afghanistan
border, was attempting
to recruit Indian youths
for the terror outfit. He
identified marginalised
individuals in Lucknow
to radicalise and induct

into the AQIS
organisation.
The NIA took over the

case from the ATS, ini-
tially chargesheeting
five accused on January
5, 2022, followed by a sup-
plementary chargesheet
against another individ-
ual in August the same
year. The main accused,
Minhaz Ahmed and Ma-
siruddin (aka Mushir),
allegedly received in-
structions from Halman-
di to plan terror activi-
ties across Uttar
Pradesh, including Luc-
know, before August 15,
2021. Mustaqueem and
Shakeel aided the duo in

procuring weapons and
ammunition.

Earlier, on October 30,
2025, the court had con-
victed Mohammad
Moid, also in this case,
sentencing him to 20
months imprisonment
and a fine of Rs 5,000 af-
ter he pleaded guilty.

The NIA highlighted
that Minhaz and Masir-
uddin, radicalised by
other operatives, had
conspired to wage war
against the Indian gov-
ernment, acquiring
arms, ammunition, and
explosives to further
Al-Qaeda’s objectives.

The convictions
mark another step in
India’s ongoing efforts
to dismantle terror net-
works and curb radical-
isation, reinforcing the
NIA’s commitment to
national security and
counter-terrorism
operations.
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‘Trump 2028, Yes': US
President Hints At Running

‘Harm To Him Will Push
Pak Into Chaos’

Imran Khan’s Sister On Death Rumours

TPN Correspondent | Abuja, Nigeria

Noreen Niazi, sister of for-
mer Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan, has warned that
any attempt to physically harm
the jailed PTI leader would
push the country into “chaos,”
citing his strong public sup-
port. Speaking to NDTYV, she
called her brother “a hundred
percent healthy” and criticized
rumours about his condition as
attempts to disturb the public
and his supporters.

Khan has been held in Adiala
Jail since August 2023, facing
multiple cases, including cor-
ruption and terrorism, follow-
ing his removal from power
through a no-confidence mo-
tion in 2022. Niazi highlighted
that Khan has spent nearly a
month in solitary confinement,
far exceeding the jail manual
limit of four days, calling it
“mental and physical abuse.”
She added that family visits are
being restricted to prevent his
messages from reaching the
public.

Niazi also commented on Pa-
kistan’s military leadership
changes, noting the recent as-
sumption of charge by Asim
Munir as the country’s first
Chief of Defence Forces (CDF).

“He thinks he’s all-powerful,
but he’s still not. In our reli-
gion, there is nobody more pow-
erful than God,” she
remarked.

Despite her criticism of the
system, she expressed hope for
judicial fairness. “There is no
justice system left, but we will
stand for his justice, and In-
shallah, he will get justice,” she
said. Her sister Aleema has
also filed a contempt of court
petition against the jail super-
intendent for failing to comply
with an Islamabad High Court
order mandating twice-weekly
meetings with Khan.

Authorities maintain that
Khan remains in “good health”
and has not been shifted from
prison. Niazi’s statements
come amid heightened tensions
in Pakistan, with concerns
over public reaction and the
treatment of a high-profile po-
litical figure. Her warning un-
derscores the sensitivity sur-
rounding Khan’s imprisonment
and the potential for unrest if
perceived injustices continue.

The situation highlights on-
going political and judicial
challenges in Pakistan, with
Khan’s supporters closely mon-
itoring developments.

Trump Backs Asfurain
Tight Honduras
Presidential Race

TPN Correspondent | Washington
US President Donald Trump

has thrown his support behind
Nasry Asfura, the conservative
National Party candidate, in
Honduras’ closely contested
presidential election. Trump,
posting on Truth Social, said As-
fura can work with the United
States to counter drug traffick-
ing and urged Hondurans to
“vote for Freedom and
Democracy.”

Hondurans will head to the
polls on Sunday in a race widely
seen as a toss-up. Current polls
show Asfura, former mayor of
Tegucigalpa, nearly tied with
former defense minister Rixi
Moncada of the leftist LIBRE
Party and television host Salva-
dor Nasralla of the centrist Lib-
eral Party. The winner will gov-
ern Honduras from 2026 to 2030.

Trump criticized both Mon-
cada and Nasralla, calling the
former a communist and the
latter a “borderline commu-
nist” seeking to siphon votes
from Asfura, although neither
candidate identifies as commu-
nist. The US administration has
voiced concern over the influ-
ence of leftist governments in
the region, particularly in
Cuba, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua.

“Will Maduro and his Narco-

terrorists take over another
country like they have taken
over Cuba, Nicaragua, and Ven-
ezuela?” Trump questioned in
his post, claiming Asfura would
stand against Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, whom the
US has accused of links to drug
trafficking—a charge Maduro
denies.

Asfura’s National Party has
historically maintained close
ties with Washington under for-
mer President Juan Orlando
Hernandez, who governed from
2014 to 2022. Hernandez was ar-
rested after leaving office and is
serving a 45-year prison sen-
tence in the United States for
drug trafficking and firearms
charges.

Observers caution that the ra-
zor-thin margins could spark
disputes over the results. The
Organization of American
States (OAS) and the US State
Department have both expressed
concern over Honduras’ elector-
al process and will monitor the
vote closely to ensure
transparency.

With high stakes and interna-
tional attention, the outcome of
Sunday’s election could shape
Honduras’ political alignment
and its relations with the United
States and regional powers for
years to come.

For 3rd Term With Al Image

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald
Trump ignited specula-
tion over a possible
2028 presidential
campaign after post-
ing an Al-generated
image on his Truth
Social account show-
ing him holding a
blue sign reading
“TRUMP 2028, YES!”
The post, captioned
“TRUMPLICANS!”—a
mix of Trump and Re-
publicans—quickly
became the focus of
political debate.The
image comes nearly ten
months into Trump’s
second non-consecutive
term, which began Jan-
uary 20, 2025, as he pur-
sues his “America First
2.0” agenda with a Re-
publican-controlled
Congress, including
measures on immigra-
tion and higher tariffs.
References to “Trump
2028” have also ap-
peared on merchandise
and during public
events, fueling specula-

tion about the presi-
dent’s long-term politi-
cal strategy.

However, constitu-
tional limits remain
clear. The 22nd Amend-
ment restricts presi-
dents to two elected
terms. House Speaker
Mike Johnson down-
played the post as
“trolling,” noting
Trump is well aware of
the constitutional con-
straints. Trump him-
self acknowledged last
month, “I’m not al-
lowed to run, it’s too
bad.”

Despite Trump’s le-
gal ineligibility for a
third term, the “Trump
2028” messaging may
be laying groundwork
for his political influ-
ence or promoting a
family succession.
Polls show his eldest
son, Donald Trump Jr.,
gaining traction among
Republicans as a poten-
tial 2028 nominee. A
McLaughlin and Asso-
ciates survey indicates

Vice President JD
Vance led Trump Jr.
38% to 20% in October,
but by November, the
gap narrowed to 34%
versus 24%, signaling a
tightening contest.

The post follows ear-
lier displays of “Trump
2028” branding, includ-
ing hats on Trump’s
Oval Office desk during
meetings with Demo-
cratic leaders Hakeem
Jeffries and Chuck
Schumer. Analysts sug-
gest these signals may
aim to consolidate the
Trump base and main-
tain visibility within
the party, even as legal
and constitutional bar-
riers prevent a direct
run.

As the 2028 Republi-
can nomination ap-
proaches, all eyes will
remain on the Trump
family and its influence
on the party’s future,
with potential ramifi-
cations for both party
dynamics and US elec-
toral politics.

Sri Lanka Declares Emergency as Cyclone Ditwah

TPN Correspondent |
Colombo

Sri Lanka has de-
clared a state of emer-
gency after Cyclone
Ditwah caused wide-
spread devastation,
leaving 123 people
dead and 130 reported
missing, the Disaster
Management Centre
(DMC) confirmed on
Saturday. Torrential
rains and severe flood-
ing over the past week
have submerged vast
areas, destroying
homes and infrastruc-
ture across the island
nation.

Director General of
the DMC, Sampath Ko-
tuwegoda, said relief
operations are actively
underway. “So far,
43,995 people have
been moved to state-
run welfare centres af-
ter their homes were
destroyed in the heavy
rains,” he stated. Res-
cue teams, supported
by the military and po-
lice, are navigating
submerged roads to
evacuate stranded res-
idents and provide es-
sential supplies such

Kills 123

as food, drinking wa-
ter, and medical aid.
Authorities warned
that the situation re-
mains critical as many
areas are still inacces-
sible due to collapsed
bridges, blocked roads,

and overflowing riv-
ers. The emergency
declaration allows the
government to mobi-
lize resources quickly,
enforce curfews in se-
verely affected re-
gions, and coordinate

disaster relief efforts
more efficiently.
Meteorologists have
noted that Cyclone
Ditwah is among the
deadliest storms to hit
Sri Lanka in recent
years, intensifying

fears over the impact
of climate change on
the region. Hospitals
in Colombo and other
affected districts are
stretched to capacity,
treating injuries
caused by flooding,

landslides, and col-
lapsed structures.

The international
community has begun
offering support, with
neighbouring coun-
tries and global aid
agencies pledging hu-
manitarian assis-
tance. The Sri Lankan
government has ap-
pealed for immediate
assistance to ensure
that displaced resi-
dents receive shelter,
food, and medical
care.

Authorities have
urged citizens to re-
main indoors where
possible and to follow
official instructions
closely. Meanwhile,
search-and-rescue
teams continue comb-
ing through flood-af-
fected areas to locate
missing individuals
and provide relief to
the hardest-hit
communities.

Cyclone Ditwah has
left Sri Lanka facing a
long road to recovery,
with emergency meas-
ures and relief efforts
now the country’s top
priority.

India Launches Op Sagar Bandhu to Aid Flood-Hit Sri Lanka

TPN Correspondent
- Colombo

India has launched
Operation Sagar Band-
hu to assist Sri Lanka
in the wake of devas-
tating floods caused by
Cyclone Ditwah. Early
Saturday, an Indian
Air Force C130 aircraft
carrying essential food
and sanitary supplies

landed at Colombo’s
Bandaranaike Interna-
tional Airport around
1:30 am. The relief ma-
terials were received
by Indian High Com-
mission officials and
Sri Lanka Air Force
personnel.

This is part of a
broader effort involv-
ing the Indian Navy,

with the aircraft car-
rier INS Vikrant and
frontline ship INS
Udaigiri transporting
the first tranche of re-
lief materials to Sri
Lanka. The operation
reflects India’s com-
mitment to regional
support under its
Neighbourhood First
policy.

Sri Lankan authori-
ties have declared the
situation an “unprece-
dented disaster” in the
Western Province, as
rising water levels in
the Kelani and Attana-
galu rivers inundated
communities. Cyclone
Ditwah has caused
widespread floods and
landslides, particular-

ly impacting Kandy,
Badulla, and other cen-
tral districts. Accord-
ing to the Disaster
Management Centre
(DMC), 69 deaths were
confirmed by Saturday
morning, with at least
34 people still missing.
Local reports suggest
the death toll in Kandy
alone could exceed 50,

though official figures
remain unverified.
Over 200,000 people
from 61,000 families
have been affected.

The cyclone also
caused reservoir over-
flows and disrupted
power supply to nearly
35% of the island, leav-
ing around seven mil-
lion customers of the
Ceylon Electricity
Board without electric-
ity. Restoration efforts
have been hampered by
continuous heavy rain-
fall, with over 200 mm
more rain expected be-
fore the storm moves
away late Saturday.

Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi con-
veyed condolences to
the affected families
and reiterated India’s
commitment to sup-
port Sri Lanka during
this crisis. Relief op-
erations under Opera-
tion Sagar Bandhu
continue, with both air
and naval assets mobi-
lized to ensure timely
delivery of aid to flood-
hit areas.

This mission high-
lights India’s swift hu-
manitarian response
and regional solidarity
in times of natural
disasters.
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Nifty December Seasonality: 60% Success
Rate Over Last Decade

The Nifty 50 has start-
ed the December series
on a strong note, climb-
ing to a fresh lifetime
high of 26,310.45 on
Thursday, ending a
14-month rally drought.
Market participants are
optimistic that the rally
could continue through-
out the month, support-
ed by December’s his-
torically favourable
seasonality.

Over the past 10 years,
the Nifty has delivered
positive returns in six
out of ten Decembers,
translating to a 60% suc-
cess rate. On average,
December returns have
been around 1.6%, de-
spite typically lower
global market activity
ahead of Christmas and
New Year holidays.

Institutional flows
have also historically
bolstered December ral-
lies. Foreign Institution-
al Investors (FIIs) were
net buyers in six of the
past ten Decembers,
while Domestic Institu-
tional Investors (DIIs)
maintained a stronger
buying streak, injecting
funds in seven Decem-
bers over the same
period.

Examining the dec-
ade-long trend, the Nifty
ended December higher
in 2015, 2017, 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2023, while
closing in the red in
2016, 2018, 2022, and
2024, with declines rang-
ing from 0.13% to0 3.48%.
The sharpest December

rally occurred in 2023,
when the index surged
7.94%, closely followed
by a 7.81% jump in 2020.
Other notable gains in-
clude 2.97% in 2017 and
2.18% in 2021, while 2015
and 2019 delivered mod-
est increases of 0.15%
and 0.93%, respectively.

ECONOMY

Analysts suggest that
December’s perfor-
mance is influenced by a
combination of domes-
tic investor sentiment,
institutional inflows,
and end-of-year portfo-
lio adjustments. The
early signs of strength
in 2025, along with posi-

tive global cues, could
help sustain
momentum.

As investors position
themselves for the last
month of the calendar
year, market watchers
will closely track earn-
ings announcements,
foreign fund flows, and

macroeconomic indica-
tors to gauge whether
the seasonal trend con-
tinues. If historical
trends hold, December
could again provide a
boost to the benchmark
index, reinforcing opti-
mism among market
participants.

RBI Issues 244 Consolidated Master Directions
to Ease Compliance

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday issued 244
consolidated Master Direc-
tions (MDs), aiming to stream-
line regulatory compliance
for banks and other financial
institutions. The move comes
after a comprehensive review
of nearly 3,500 existing direc-
tions, circulars, and guide-
lines issued over the decades.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, RBI Deputy Governor
Shirish Chandra Murmu
said, “These 244 MDs consoli-
date all the regulatory in-
structions issued to the Regu-
lated Entities (REs) over
several decades which are
currently administered by the
Department of Regulation.”
The consolidation is expected
to simplify adherence to RBI
norms and reduce the compli-
ance burden on financial
institutions.

The MDs cover a wide range
of regulatory aspects, includ-
ing banking operations, risk
management, corporate gov-
ernance, prudential norms,
customer protection, and digi-
tal banking regulations. By
repealing outdated or redun-
dant directives, the RBI aims
to enhance operational effi-
ciency and ensure that regu-
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lated entities can focus on
core banking activities with-
out navigating overlapping
instructions.

The move also aligns with
the RBI’s broader objective
of regulatory simplification
and transparency. Analysts
believe that consolidating
decades of instructions into
a single, structured frame-
work will help improve com-

pliance monitoring and
make regulatory expecta-
tions clearer for banks, non-
banking financial compa-
nies, and other financial
institutions.

Murmu emphasized that
the review and consolidation
exercise reflects the RBI’s
commitment to modernizing
its regulatory framework,
keeping pace with evolving

financial markets, techno-
logical advancements, and
the growing complexity of
the banking sector.
Financial sector experts
have welcomed the move,
noting that it will reduce am-
biguity and enable REs to al-
locate resources more effi-
ciently toward business
growth while ensuring ad-
herence to prudential norms.

The consolidated Master Di-
rections are now accessible
on the RBI’s official website
and will serve as the primary
reference point for regulated
entities going forward.

This step is expected to
mark a significant milestone
in easing regulatory compli-
ance while maintaining
strong oversight over the fi-
nancial system.

India Posts Six-Quarter High GDP Growth
of 8.2%in

India’s economy grew
by 8.2% in Q2 of 2025-26,
marking a six-quarter
high, driven by a robust
manufacturing surge
and strong services sec-

tor performance, ac-
cording to data from the
National Statistics Of-
fice (NSO).

The manufacturing
sector expanded 9.1%,

up from 2.2% in the
year-ago period, as fac-
tories ramped up pro-
duction ahead of the
festive season following
the GST rate cut on Sep-
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tember 22. The services
sector recorded 10.2%
growth, supported by
banking, real estate,
and other service indus-
tries. However, the agri-

Q2FY26

culture sector slowed,
with growth declining
t03.5% from 4.1% in the
same period last year.
The first half of FY26
saw a GDP growth of
8%, up from 6.1% in H1
FY25, positioning India
to potentially exceed
the annual growth tar-
get of 6.3-6.8% projected
in the Economic Survey.
The Real Private Final
Consumption Expendi-
ture (PFCE) rose 7.9%,
indicating healthy do-
mestic demand.
Analysts noted that
while government fi-
nal consumption mod-
erated due to weak rev-
enue spending, strong
gross capital forma-
tion and the GST-driv-
en manufacturing
push helped boost GDP.
Deloitte India econo-
mist Rumki Majumdar
said, “With festive
spending and GST 2.0
momentum likely to
continue into Q3, full-
year growth estimates
may be revised

upward.”

The nominal GDP for
Q2 FY26 stood at ¥85.25
lakh crore, up 8.7%
from %78.40 lakh crore
a year ago, while gross
fixed capital formation
grew 7.3%, compared
t0 6.7% in Q2 FY25.

Experts caution that
while the GDP growth
is impressive, the low
GDP deflator and nom-
inal growth may pose
challenges for fiscal
deficit and debt ratios.
ICra Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said, “De-
spite the strong Q2
growth, factors such as
US tariffs and limited
government capital
spending could temper
momentum, but FY26
growth is set to com-
fortably exceed 7%.”

India’s Q2 perfor-
mance reaffirms its po-
sition as the world’s
fastest-growing major
economy, surpassing
China’s 4.8% growth
during the same
period.
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Govt Reforms,
Manufacturing Boost
Q2 GDP to 8.2%: Goyal

India’s economy recorded a
strong 8.2% growth in the sec-
ond quarter (Q2) of 2025-26,
driven by government re-
forms, a manufacturing push,
and robust performance in
the services sector, said Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Saturday.

Addressing the media, Goy-
al highlighted that the gov-
ernment’s initiatives to en-
hance ease of doing business,
streamline regulatory pro-
cesses, and support domestic
manufacturing have contrib-
uted significantly to the
strong economic perfor-
mance. He added that the re-
forms have provided a condu-
cive environment for growth
across sectors.

Goyal also noted that In-
dia’s merchandise and servic-
es exports have recorded high
growth during April-October
of the current fiscal year, de-
spite global uncertainties in
trade. Merchandise exports
rose marginally by 0.63% to
$254.25 billion, while imports
increased by 6.37% to $451.08
billion in the same period.

“We will continue to see re-
lentless growth,” the minister
said, stressing that India’s fo-
cus on strengthening indus-
trial output, boosting domes-
tic manufacturing, and

promoting exports will help
sustain momentum in the
coming quarters.

The manufacturing sector
showed a marked improve-
ment, benefiting from govern-
ment schemes and policy in-
terventions aimed at
enhancing competitiveness
and technological adoption.
The services sector also con-
tributed to the overall growth,
reflecting strong domestic de-
mand and recovery in trade,
IT, and financial services.

Economic analysts said the
Q2 growth is a six-quarter
high, underlining India’s re-
silience amid global econom-
ic challenges. They attributed
the performance to a combi-
nation of policy reforms, ex-
port growth, and domestic
consumption.

With continued emphasis
on reforms, innovation, and
export promotion, the gov-
ernment expects sustained
growth and stability in In-
dia’s economic trajectory for
the remainder of the fiscal
year.

The strong Q2 numbers re-
affirm India’s position as one
of the fastest-growing major
economies globally, highlight-
ing the impact of pro-growth
policies and structural
reforms.

Rupee Slips 7 Paise to 89.43
Against U.S. Dollar

The Indian rupee fell 7 pai-
se to settle at 89.43 against the
U.S. dollar on Friday, pres-
sured by a stronger green-
back and rising crude oil pric-
es in global markets.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened at 89.41 and touched
an intra-day low of 89.49 be-
fore closing at 89.43 (provi-
sional). Forex traders noted
that subdued domestic equity
markets and foreign fund out-
flows further weighed on the
currency.

Market participants were
also cautious ahead of the re-
lease of key domestic macro-
economic data, which could
influence near-term currency
movements.

“The rupee was under pres-
sure from external factors,
including a firm U.S. dollar
and rising crude prices, along
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with domestic equity weak-
ness,” said a forex trader.

The depreciation comes
amid a strengthening U.S. dol-
lar globally, which has im-
pacted several emerging mar-
ket currencies in recent
weeks. Analysts said that con-
tinued volatility in crude oil
prices and foreign capital
flows could keep the rupee
under pressure in the near
term.

Despite the slip, the rupee
remains within its recent
trading range against the
greenback, reflecting inves-
tor caution ahead of key eco-
nomic indicators and global
market developments.

Investors will closely watch
upcoming economic data, in-
cluding trade and inflation
figures, which could deter-
mine the rupee’s trajectory in
the final weeks of 2025.
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Apple Responds to
iIPhone 17'Scratchgate’
Concerns

Apple has addressed growing
concerns about the so-called
‘scratchgate’ affecting its new
iPhone 17 series. Several users
of the iPhone 17 Pro, iPhone 17
Pro Max, and iPhone Air have
reported that their devices are
developing visible scratches,
particularly around the camera
island, just weeks after launch.
The issue appears more pro-
nounced in the Deep Blue, Cos-
mic Orange, and Space Black
colour variants.

Tech reviewers and users no-
ticed that the scratches tend to
form around the sharp edges of
the camera bump. Popular You-
Tuber JerryRigEverything
suggested that the anodised al-
uminium layer on the iPhone
17 and iPhone 17 Pro Max “does
not stick to corners very well,”
potentially causing these
marks. While the iPhone 17 se-
ries performed well in official
durability and scratch tests,
real-world usage has highlight-
ed a vulnerability that some
customers weren’t expecting.

In response, Apple clarified
that the scratches are not per-
manent and can generally be
cleaned. The company empha-
sized that the devices remain
highly durable and that normal

handling might produce minor
marks, which do not affect the
performance or functionality
of the phone. Apple reassured
users that the iPhone 17°’s mate-
rials, including the camera
housing and aluminium frame,
were designed for long-term
use and everyday wear, but rec-
ommended handling the devic-
es with care to avoid scratches
in vulnerable areas.

This incident highlights the
challenges smartphone makers
face when balancing sleek de-
sign with durability, particu-
larly as devices increasingly
feature sharp edges, large cam-
era modules, and premium fin-
ishes. Despite the ‘scratchgate’
reports, early reviews show
that the iPhone 17 series con-
tinues to deliver strong perfor-
mance, advanced features, and
reliability, with Apple taking
steps to address user concerns
and provide guidance on keep-
ing devices in top condition.

As the conversation around
iPhone 17 scratches continues
online, Apple encourages cus-
tomers to report any concerns
and follow care recommenda-
tions to maintain the phone’s
finish while enjoying its full
suite of features.

NASA’s Artemis 2 Moon
Mission Set for 2026,
Could Launch Earlier

NASA officials confirmed on
September 23, 2025, that the
agency’s first crewed flight in
its Artemis program, a mission
circling the moon and return-
ing to Earth, remains on track
for April 2026, with a potential
launch as early as February if
conditions allow. Artemis 2 is a
critical precursor to NASA’s
goal of landing astronauts on
the moon for the first time
since 1972, testing the Space
Launch System (SLS) rocket
and Orion capsule with a hu-
man crew aboard.

The Artemis program repre-
sents the United States’ flag-
ship lunar initiative, a multi-
billion-dollar effort to return
humans to the moon, coincid-
ing with China’s similar goal of
a 2030 astronaut moon landing.
Artemis 2 will be a 10-day mis-
sion, with four astronauts fly-
ing around the moon and back,
preparing for Artemis 3, the
ambitious 2027 lunar landing
using a Starship moon lander.

Artemis 2 will utilize NASA’s
322-foot-tall SLS rocket, devel-
oped by Boeing and Northrop
Grumman, and the Orion cap-
sule, built by Lockheed Martin.
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This mission marks the first
time the SLS-Orion combina-
tion will carry humans. Acting
senior NASA official Lakiesha
Hawkins emphasized that
while the mission could poten-
tially launch earlier, astronaut
safety will guide the final
schedule.

The crew includes Com-
mander Reid Wiseman, who
previously flew to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) on a
Russian Soyuz in 2014; Pilot
Victor Glover, a 2020 SpaceX
ISS mission veteran; Mission
Specialist Christina Koch, who
flew to the ISS in 2019; and Ca-
nadian astronaut Jeremy
Hansen, flying to space for the
first time and becoming the
first Canadian to travel near
the moon.

Artemis 2 represents a major
milestone in lunar exploration,
testing systems, crew readi-
ness, and deep-space opera-
tions ahead of the historic Ar-
temis 3 landing. NASA
continues to monitor space-
craft readiness, ensuring both
safety and mission success as
humanity prepares to return to
the moon.

Across the planet,
species are on the
move, with climate
change forcing over
12,000 species to shift
their homes across
land, freshwater, and
seas. In the ocean, trop-
ical fish are moving
into temperate reefs
along Australia’s east
coast, one of the fast-
est-warming marine
regions. New coral and
fish species are arriv-
ing in Sydney’s waters,
and their numbers are
expected to rise as the
climate changes. Tradi-
tionally, researchers
and citizen scientists
monitor these shifts
through visual sur-
veys, but small, rare,
nocturnal, or cave-
dwelling species are of-
ten missed, meaning
the true rate of move-
ment is likely
underestimated.

Our new research,
published in Diversity
and Distributions, uses
environmental DNA, or
eDNA, to detect these
hidden migrations.
Fish shed mucus,
scales, and waste that
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contain DNA. By col-
lecting seawater and
filtering it, we can ex-
tract these genetic fin-
gerprints and identify
the species present,

much like forensic sci-
entists solving a crime
from hair or finger-
prints. While eDNA has
been used since the
1980s for microbes, its

application to larger
animals and plants has
transformed biodiver-
sity monitoring.

We surveyed 2,000
kilometres of Austral-
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Climate Change Forces Fish to New Homes:

ia’s east coast, from
tropical reefs to tem-
perate kelp forests.
Alongside traditional
visual transects, we col-
lected seawater for

DNA analysis. Back in
the lab, filtering and se-
quencing the water re-
vealed species often
missed by divers. Trop-
ical species like lined
surgeonfish, striated
surgeonfish, and black-
blotched porcupinefish
were detected in tem-
perate ecosystems for
the first time. Con-
versely, divers were of-
ten better at spotting
temperate species,
highlighting that eDNA
complements rather
than replaces visual
surveys.

Combining eDNA
with traditional meth-
ods provides the clear-
est view yet of how cli-
mate change is
reshaping marine life.
Globally, species are
shifting ranges as
oceans warm and cur-
rents change. Tracking
these movements is es-
sential to understand
ecological transforma-
tions, anticipate which
species may thrive or
decline, and better
manage our oceans in a
rapidly changing
climate.

Samsung India Announces Festive Discounts Across
Galaxy Smartphones

Samsung India, the coun-
try’s largest consumer elec-
tronics brand, has unveiled
special festive pricing across
its Galaxy smartphone line-
up, giving customers an op-
portunity to own premium
and feature-rich devices at
some of the most attractive
prices since launch. The of-
fers are designed to bring
Al-powered features to en-
hance creativity, productiv-
ity, and everyday experienc-
es within reach of more
users.

The premium Galaxy S24
series takes the spotlight in
this festive sale. The Galaxy
S24 Ultra, India’s best-sell-
ing premium smartphone, is
available at Rs 71,999, down
from Rs 1,29,999. The Galaxy
S24, powered by the Qual-
comm Snapdragon 8 Gen 3
processor, is priced at Rs
39,999 (originally Rs 74,999),
while the Galaxy S24 FE, of-
fering the same advanced Al
experience, can be pur-
chased for Rs 29,999 (origi-
nally Rs 59,999).

The Galaxy A series is
also seeing discounts of up
t042%. The Galaxy A555G is
available for Rs 23,999 (origi-
nally Rs 39,999), and the Gal-
axy A35 5G is priced at Rs

17,999 (originally Rs 30,999).
Both feature a 6.6-inch FHD+
120Hz Super AMOLED dis-
play, Dolby stereo speakers,
Vision Booster technology,
and a versatile camera setup
with a 50MP main sensor,
ultra-wide and macro lenses,
plus enhanced Nightogra-
phy capabilities.

The Galaxy M series offers
up to 30% off, with the M36
5G at Rs 13,999 (originally Rs
19,999), M16 5G at Rs 10,499
(originally Rs 13,499), and
MOo06 5G at Rs 7,499 (original-
1y Rs 9,999). Designed for In-
dian Gen Z consumers, the
M36 5G brings Al innova-
tions and Corning® Goril-
la® Glass Victus®+ for
durability.

The Galaxy F series also
sees up to 30% discounts, in-
cluding the F36 5G at Rs
13,999 and F06 5G at Rs 7,499.
The F06 5G supports 12 5G
bands across operators, of-
fering a complete 5G experi-
ence at an affordable price.

These festive offers across
Galaxy S, A, M, and F series
go live from 22 September
2025, giving customers a
prime chance to upgrade
their smartphones with cut-
ting-edge technology at un-
beatable prices.

Quantum Entanglement Breakthrough Brings Nuclear
Spin Computers Closer

Quantum entanglement —
famously called “spooky ac-
tion at a distance” by Albert
Einstein — is the key feature
that makes quantum comput-
ers powerful. It allows parti-
cles to be connected in ways
that enable computations im-
possible for classical comput-
ers, such as simulating mol-
ecules, pharmaceuticals, or

catalysts. In new research
published in Science, scien-
tists have demonstrated en-
tanglement between two
atomic nuclei separated by
about 20 nanometres, a
breakthrough that could ac-
celerate the development of
quantum computers using
nuclear spins.

Quantum engineers face a

/

fundamental challenge: bal-
ancing the need to shield qu-
bits from noise while allow-
ing them to interact for
computations. Many quan-
tum hardware platforms ei-
ther excel in shielding but
are hard to control, or per-
form fast operations but are
prone to errors. The team,
led by Professor Andrea Mo-

rello, works with phosphorus
atoms implanted in silicon
chips, using the spins of
atomic nuclei to store quan-
tum information reliably. Un-
til now, entanglement be-
tween nuclei required them
to share a single electron,
limiting scalability.

The new approach uses
electrons as “telephones” to

enable communication be-
tween nuclei even when they
are physically separated.
Each electron interacts with
a nucleus, and electrons in-
teract with one another, cre-
ating entanglement between
distant nuclei via a method
called the “geometric gate.”
In the experiment, the phos-
phorus nuclei were 20 nano-
metres apart — a distance
compatible with existing sili-
con transistor fabrication.

This breakthrough inte-
grates long-lived nuclear
spin qubits into standard sil-
icon chips, opening the path
for scalable, reliable quan-
tum computing. The team en-
visions extending entangle-
ment over even greater
distances by manipulating
electron shapes and posi-
tions, allowing more com-
plex quantum circuits. This
research bridges electron-
based quantum devices and
nuclear spin qubits, bringing
practical, high-fidelity quan-
tum computers closer to
reality.

By combining precision,
stability, and scalability, this
work marks a significant
step toward the next genera-
tion of quantum computing
built on silicon, the back-
bone of today’s electronics.
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Rohit, Kohli Begin High-Stakes 0Dl Audition
Against South Africa

India face South Africa in
the first ODI on Sunday in
Ranchi, where Rohit Shar-
ma and Virat Kohli return
to the limited-overs setup
for a crucial three-match
series that could influence
their prospects for the 2027
ODI World Cup. With India
scheduled to play only six
ODIs over the next two
months—three against the
Proteas and three versus
New Zealand in January—
the stage is set for a high-
pressure evaluation of two
modern greats who now
feature in just one interna-
tional format.

The JSCA Stadium holds
symbolic relevance for Ro-
hit, who in 2013 was first
backed as a full-time open-
er at this venue, a move
that transformed his white-
ball career. Now, at 37, he
returns seeking a different
kind of resurgence as India
rebuild following their re-
cent home Test defeat.

Head coach Gautam
Gambhir also enters the se-
ries under scrutiny. While
his job is secure until the
2027 World Cup, his tactical
decisions during the Test
series were widely ques-
tioned. The ODIs present

an opportunity for Gamb-
hir to reset the narrative
and reinforce clarity in In-
dia’s white-ball plans, even
as the immediate focus re-
mains on the 2026 T20
World Cup at home.

India’s squad remains
unsettled with key players
missing. Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj have
been rested, while Shub-
man Gill and Shreyas Iyer
are recovering from inju-
ries. This forces stand-in
captain KL Rahul and
Gambhir to experiment, es-
pecially in the middle or-
der where Washington
Sundar, Nitish Kumar Red-
dy, and Tilak Varma are
competing for key roles.
The team will also assess
wicketkeeping options be-
tween Rahul and Rishabh
Pant.

South Africa, buoyant af-
ter their Test series win,
arrive confident despite
missing pace stars Kagiso
Rabada and Anrich Nortje.
Captain Temba Bavuma
leads a balanced squad fea-
turing Quinton de Kock,
Dewald Brevis, Tony de
Zorzi, and spinner Keshav
Maharaj, who is expected
to play a pivotal role on

slowing surfaces.

Squads

India: KL Rahul (c), Rohit
Sharma, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Virat Kohli, Tilak Varma,
Rishabh Pant, Washington
Sundar, Ravindra Jadeja,
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Kuldeep Yadav, Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy, Harshit Rana,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Prasidh
Krishna, Arshdeep Singh,
Dhruv Jurel.

South Africa: Temba Ba-
vuma (c), Aiden Markram,
Dewald Brevis, Nandre

Burger, Quinton de Kock,
Marco Jansen, Tony de Zor-
zi, Rubin Hermann, Ottneil
Baartman, Corbin Bosch,
Matthew Breetzke, Keshav
Maharaj, Lungi Ngidi, Ryan
Rickelton, Prenelan
Subrayen.

Athlead Juba Ingolstadt Academy Launched in

The Athlead Juba Ingol-
stadt Academy (AJIA) was
officially inaugurated on
November 26 at the Juba
Sangha Club in New Delhi,
marking a major step to-
ward strengthening Indo-
German collaboration in

Delhi-NCR

grassroots football develop-
ment. The launch coincid-
ed with an AIFF Elite
Youth League Under-18
match featuring the Ath-
lead Juba Sangha team,
adding significance to the
ceremony.

The event was attended
by key dignitaries, includ-
ing FC Ingolstadt 04 CEO
Dietmar Beiersdorfer and
Director of Strategy Ma-
nuel Schafer. Also present
were Shrachi Sports lead-
ership members Tamal

Ghosal, Susanta Deb and
Managing Director Rahul
Todi, along with officials
from the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) and the
Delhi Soccer Association
(DSA).

Football legends and
members of the AJIA tech-
nical leadership graced the
inauguration, including
former India captain and
celebrated goalkeeper
Bhaskar Ganguly, former
East Bengal winger Alvito
D’Cunha, Mohun Bagan
icon José Barreto and East
Bengal stalwart Suley Mu-
sah. Their presence high-
lighted the academy’s am-
bition to build a robust,
professional football devel-
opment structure.

Speaking at the launch,
Rahul Todi emphasised the
academy’s mission to
merge German technical
standards with India’s
evolving grassroots ecosys-
tem to create world-class
pathways for young foot-
ballers. FC Ingolstadt CEO
Dietmar Beiersdorfer ech-
oed this vision, stressing
the club’s commitment to

nurturing international
talent and supporting sus-
tainable development mod-
els in India.

A central part of the col-
laboration is the Interna-
tional Player and Coach Ex-
change Programme, which
will bring German coaches
to India while sending
promising Indian talents to
Germany for training. The
initiative includes ad-
vanced coaching work-
shops, high-performance
camps and structured com-
petitive exposure, with for-
mal pathways for players to
secure trial opportunities
with FC Ingolstadt 04 and
other European clubs.

The Athlead Juba Sang-
ha setup features a fully in-
tegrated residential devel-
opment programme,
including a 70-bed facility,
physiotherapy and S&C
units, a performance gym,
data analysis department
and a nutrition-focused caf-
eteria. The comprehensive
ecosystem aims to create a
new benchmark for youth
football development in
India.

Mbappé Hits Four as PSG, Arsenal and Teen
Stars Light Up Champions League

A thrilling night of
Champions League action
on November 26 produced
a storm of goals, standout
performances and a re-
minder that football’s big-
gest stage belongs not only
to rising teenage stars but
also to seasoned elite per-
formers. At the centre of it
all was Kylian Mbappé,
who delivered a sensation-
al four-goal display for
Real Madrid in their domi-
nant win over
Olympiakos.

Mbappé’s haul included
the second-fastest hat-
trick in Champions League
history, reaffirming his
status as one of the sport’s
most explosive finishers.
Celebrating alongside
Vinicius Junior, the
French superstar head-
lined a night packed with
drama across Europe.

In London, Arsenal
climbed to the top of their
group after a commanding
3-1 victory over Bayern
Munich. The win not only
dethroned Bayern from
the summit but also
strengthened Arsenal’s
case as genuine contend-
ers in this season’s tourna-
ment. Their high-intensity
press and sharp finishing
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proved too strong for the
German giants, who strug-
gled to match Arsenal’s
tempo.

Over in Paris, defending
champions Paris Saint-
Germain produced a lively
5-3 triumph against Tot-
tenham Hotspur. Midfield-
er Vitinha was the star of
the night, scoring a memo-
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rable hat-trick that dis-
mantled Spurs’ defensive
structure. PSG’s attacking
depth shone once again,
sending a strong message
to rivals eyeing the knock-
out stages.

However, the shock of
the night came at Anfield,
where Liverpool suffered
another disappointing

—
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home defeat—this time a
4-1loss to PSV Eindhoven.
The Dutch side capitalised
on defensive lapses and
maintained complete con-
trol, deepening Liverpool’s
struggles in Europe this
season.

Adding to the night’s ex-
citement were several
teenage scorers across the
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fixtures, underlining a
generational shift within
the competition. But with
veterans like Mbappé and
established sides like Ar-
senal and PSG delivering
powerful statements, the
Champions League re-
mains a blend of youthful
brilliance and experienced
dominance.
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Smriti Mandhana, Palash
Muchhal Spark Buzz With
Instagram Bio Update
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The postponed wedding of In-
dian cricket star Smriti Mand-
hana and music composer
Palash Muchhal has turned into
a swirl of speculation as both up-
dated their Instagram bios with
the ‘nazar’ (evil eye) emoji, trig-
gering fresh curiosity among
fans.

The couple was set to tie the
knot on November 23 in Sangli,
just weeks after India’s Women’s
World Cup triumph, where Sm-
riti played a crucial role. How-
ever, the celebrations were halt-
ed abruptly when Smriti’s father,
Shrinivas Mandhana, suffered a
medical emergency and was
rushed to the hospital on the day
of the ceremony. A day later,
Palash too was hospitalised in
Sangli and later shifted to Mum-
bai, prompting the families to of-
ficially postpone the wedding.

According to Smriti’s business
manager, both were admitted
due to unrelated health issues,
and the decision to defer the cer-
emony was made purely out of
medical necessity. Both have
since been discharged and are
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recovering well, but the families
have yet to announce a new wed-
ding date.

Adding to the mystery, Smriti
recently removed all wedding-
related posts from her Instagram
account. While several casual
photos with Palash still remain,
the deletions sparked rumours
about the status of their rela-
tionship. Palash, too, updated his
bio in sync with Smriti’s, with
both choosing the protective
‘nazar’ emoticon—a symbol com-
monly used to ward off
negativity.

Fans quickly took notice,
flooding social media with ques-
tions, theories and well-wishes.
Despite the chatter, neither fam-
ily has issued any statement be-
yond the initial announcement
of the postponement.

For now, supporters of the cou-
ple remain hopeful that the wed-
ding will simply be rescheduled
once the families are ready. Until
an official date is shared, the up-
dated bios and subtle social me-
dia movements will continue to
keep followers guessing.

Ml to Face RCB in WPL 2026
Opener on January 9

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on Satur-
day announced the full schedule
for the 2026 edition of the Wom-
en’s Premier League (WPL), con-
firming Navi Mumbai and Va-
dodara as the host cities for the
month-long tournament. The
five-team league will run from
January 9 to February 5, with
two-time champions Mumbai In-
dians set to take on 2024 winners
Royal Challengers Bengaluru in
the high-profile opener at DY Pa-
til Stadium.

The opening clash promises a
blockbuster start, pitting two of
the league’s strongest sides
against each other. Mumbai Indi-
ans, known for their consistency
and depth, will look to begin
their campaign on a strong note,
while RCB aim to recreate the
form that brought them their
first title in 2024.

According to the schedule re-
leased by the WPL, the Navi
Mumbai leg will be played from

January 9to 17. DY Patil Stadium
will host the first 11 matches of
the tournament, setting the
stage for an intense start as
teams jostle for early momentum
in the tightly contested league.

The action will then shift to
Vadodara, where the remaining
11 matches—including the play-
offs—will be hosted. The reloca-
tion marks the WPL'’s expansion
into a new venue, with Vadodara
set to welcome its first major
women’s cricket event. The city’s
inclusion underscores the BC-
CI's ongoing efforts to broaden
the reach of women’s cricket
across India.

With five teams competing
over 22 matches, WPL 2026 prom-
ises high-quality cricket, re-
newed rivalries and emerging
stars. As the countdown begins,
fans eagerly await another sea-
son of impactful performances,
thrilling finishes and standout
talent shaping the landscape of
women’s cricket in India.
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Annagaru Vostaru Teaser
Promises Fun-Filled
Action Ride

Tamil star Karthi is gear-
ing up to entertain audiences
once again with his upcom-
ing film Vaa Vaathiyaar,
which is set for a grand the-
atrical release in December
2025. Directed by the ac-
claimed Nalan Kumarasamy
and produced by KE Gnana-
velraja under the Studio
Green banner, the film will
hit screens simultaneously
in Tamil and Telugu. The
Telugu version is titled An-
nagaru Vostaru.

The newly released teaser
was unveiled by director
Anil Ravipudi, who extended
his best wishes to the entire
team. The one-and-a-half-
minute glimpse instantly
sets a lively tone, blending
Karthi’s trademark charm
with his action-packed
screen presence. The teaser
suggests that the film will
lean heavily into quirky hu-
mour and energetic sequenc-
es, creating expectations for
a wholesome commercial
entertainer.

Karthi plays a police offic-
er who is tough and uncom-
promising on duty but re-

veals a lighter, playful side
outside of it. This duality is
showcased effectively in the
teaser, offering fans a taste
of both intensity and hu-
mour. The sleek cutting style,
coupled with Santhosh
Narayanan’s vibrant back-
ground score, enhances the
excitement and amplifies the
teaser’s overall impact.

Krithi Shetty plays the fe-
male lead, adding freshness
to the pairing. The support-
ing cast includes Shilpa Man-
junath, Rajkiran, Anand Raj,
and Sathyaraj in key roles.
The ensemble is further
strengthened by the presence
of Karunakaran, GM Sundar,
Ramesh Thilak, PL Thenap-
pan, Vidhya Borgia, Nivas
Adthitan, and Madhur
Mittal.

With a strong technical
team, an exciting cast, and a
teaser that promises a mix of
fun and action, Annagaru
Vostaru has already started
building solid buzz. Fans are
eagerly awaiting the film’s
release as Karthi steps into
yet another entertaining
avatar.

Revolver Rita Opens to
Disappointing

Response

Keerthy Suresh’s latest film
Revolver Rita hit theatres on
Friday, but the release went al-
most unnoticed across most
regions. Despite being a
dubbed Tamil film, the makers
had hoped for a modest open-
ing, especially with known ac-
tors like Radhika Sarathku-
mar, Sunil, and John Vijay in
the cast. Keerthy Suresh even
promoted the film in Hy-
derabad, giving interviews to
generate interest. One inter-
view moment—where she was
unexpectedly asked about Chi-
ranjeevi—briefly went viral,
but it did little to boost the
film’s visibility.

Trade sources report that
while a handful of shows were
held in Hyderabad, the occu-
pancy remained extremely
low. In many centres, screen-
ings reportedly ran with al-
most no audience, reflecting
the minimal buzz surrounding
the release.

Revolver Rita positions it-
self as a dark comedy thriller,
but the narrative offers little
novelty. The premise follows a
mother and daughter who ac-
cidentally Kkill a local don who

-

barges into their home. What
unfolds is a string of chaotic
attempts to hide the body, es-
cape from the don’s vengeful
son, avoid the police, and sur-
vive the chaos. However, the
storytelling lacks conviction,
drawing inevitable compari-
sons to films like Coco Kokila
and Keeda Kola. Despite pack-
ing in numerous elements, the
film struggles to bring them
together cohesively, resulting
in a bland and forgettable
experience.

The repetitive screenplay
makes the film feel stretched,
turning it into a lesson in how
not to craft a dark comedy. For
many viewers, it is dishearten-
ing to see Keerthy Suresh—
once praised for her exception-
al performance in
Mahanati—stuck in yet anoth-
er poorly executed project. Her
recent attempts at leading
roles have largely fallen flat at
the box office, with Miss India,
Penguin, and Good Luck Sakhi
all underperforming. Unfortu-
nately, Revolver Rita now joins
that list, adding another set-
back to the actress’s inconsist-
ent run.

Akhanda 2: Tanda-
vam, the powerful re-
union of God of Masses
Nandamuri Balakrish-
na and blockbuster di-
rector Boyapati Srinu,
held its grand pre-re-
lease event ahead of the
film’s worldwide re-
lease on December 5,
2025 in both 2D and 3D
formats. Produced by
Ram Achanta and Gop-
ichand Achanta, and
presented by M. Tejas-
wini Nandamuri, the
film has already creat-
ed massive buzz with
its teaser, trailer, and
music by S. Thaman.

Addressing the
packed venue, Bal-
akrishna said the audi-
ence would witness
“the power of Maha
Shiva, Rudra Tandava
Vinyasa, and the es-
sence of Sanatana
Dharma.” Calling
Akhanda 2 an “explo-
sive” cinematic experi-
ence, he expressed grat-
itude to fans, whom he
described as emotion-
ally connected to him
“for many births.” He
bowed in reverence to
his father, legendary
actor Dr. Nandamuri
Taraka Rama Rao, ac-
knowledging him as his
guiding force.

Balakrishna spoke of
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ed during the COVID
period and expressed
confidence that the se-
quel would surpass ex-
pectations. He empha-
sized the film’s
spiritual core, stating
that the energy of
Maha Shiva and Adi
Shakti would be strong-

praised director Boya-
pati Srinu for their ef-
fortless creative chem-
istry and lauded the
cast and crew, includ-
ing Aadi Pinisetty, Mu-
rali Mohan, and the
stunt masters Ram-
Laxman. He also high-
lighted Thaman’s im-

appreciated the team’s
efforts during the chal-
lenging shoot in
Georgia.
Balakrishna re-
vealed that Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath
had praised the film’s
portrayal of Sanatana

D000

www.truepointnews.com

Akhanda 2 Pre-Release Event: Balakrishna
Promises a Divine Action Spectacle
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the trailer. He de-
scribed Akhanda 2 as
“Ugadi pacchadi,”
promising a blend of
emotions, action, devo-
tion, and grandeur.
Director Boyapati
Srinu thanked govern-
ments, police depart-
ments, actors, and tech-

Balakrishna “our pow-
er and our courage.” He
assured fans that the
film would deliver un-
matched divine action.

Akhanda 2: Tanda-
vam is set to roar at the
box office, carrying
sky-high expectations
from fans across the

how Akhanda succeed-

ly felt on screen. He

pactful music and

Dharma after watching

nicians,

calling

globe.

Janhvi Kapoor Lets
Earthy Glam Speakin

Janhvi Kapoor has been
dominating social media
lately, largely thanks to the
unexpectedly viral “Chikiri
Chikiri” track from her up-
coming rural sports drama
Peddi. The song’s catchy
rhythm and rustic flavour
have caught on quickly, and
Janhvi appears to be em-
bracing the momentum
with quiet confidence. Rid-
ing the wave, she has now
shared a new set of photo-
graphs that are sparking
fresh conversations online,
with many noting a shift to-
ward a calmer, more
grounded phase in her
career.

The latest pictures reveal
Janhvi in an earthy, tex-
tured ensemble that exudes
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an old-world elegance. The
muted, warm-toned back-
ground, lightly brushed
with greenery, creates an
almost cinematic hush.
Standing still with her
hands poised gracefully
and her hair pulled back,
Janhvi channels an under-
stated assurance. Her jewel-
lery adds only a whisper of
shine, letting the ambience
carry most of the mood.
Rather than a typical glam
shoot, the images feel inti-
mate and atmospheric — a
moment suspended in si-
lence, which is why they’ve
struck a chord with
viewers.

With Peddi slated for a
March 2026 release, the pro-
motional campaign is still

in its early stages. Yet the
team is steadily building in-
trigue by dropping songs
and subtle glimpses that
hint at the film’s tone. Jan-
hvi’s role, described as per-
formance-heavy and rooted
in a rural setting, is draw-
ing attention for its poten-
tial to showcase a new di-
mension of her craft.

As the buzz grows, these
recent photos reinforce the
idea that Janhvi is leaning
into authenticity — both in
her styling choices and her
evolving screen presence.
For now, Peddi’s teasers
and her grounded aesthetic
are doing exactly what they
need to: keeping audiences
curious and waiting for
more.

“Varanasi” Title Row
Ends — Telugu Version to

Be “Rajamouli Varanasi”
Other Stick with“Varanasi”

A fresh resolution has
emerged in the months-long
dispute over the title of Vara-
nasi, the upcoming film by S.
S. Rajamouli starring Ma-
hesh Babu, Priyanka Chopra
and Prithviraj Sukumaran.

Originally announced sim-
ply as “Varanasi” at a grand
launch on November 15, the
film’s title had triggered con-
troversy — another produc-
tion house, Rama Bramha
Hanuma Creations (headed
by C. H. Subba Reddy),
claimed it had legally regis-
tered the name “Vaaranasi”
years ago under the Telugu
Film Producers Council
(TFPC).

Following closed-door ne-
gotiations mediated by the
industry’s representative
bodies, both parties have now
reached a compromise. For
the Telugu release, the film
will carry the official title
“Rajamouli Varanasi”, while

for all other languages —
Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam,
Kannada and English — the
film will go ahead as
“Varanasi”.

Industry insiders say this
dual-title strategy allows the
filmmakers to respect the
prior registration held by
Rama Bramha Hanuma Cre-
ations, while enabling the
much-hyped Rajamouli pro-
ject to retain its brand iden-
tity in non-Telugu markets.
The decision reportedly in-
volved buy-out and licensing
discussions, ensuring no
pending objections remain.

With the title controversy
behind them, the makers
now plan full-steam ahead for
release. According to previ-
ous announcements, Vara-
nasi is slated for a nation-
wide, multi-language release
in 2027 — promising a grand
cinematic spectacle worth
the wait.
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