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V Krishna Kumar | 
November 20 

H yderabad: After 
nearly six years, fo 
rmer Andhra Pra 
desh Chief  Ministe 

r and YSR Congress Par-
ty president Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy appeared 
before the CBI Special 
Court in Nampally, Hy-
derabad, on Thursday in 
connection with the 
long-pending dispropor-
tionate assets case. The 
court session lasted 
about 30 minutes, during 
which proceedings cen-
tered on allegations that 
Jagan had violated bail 
conditions during his re-
cent foreign trips. Fol-
lowing the CBI’s submis-
sion, the Nampally court 
had directed Jagan to ap-
pear personally, prompt-
ing his visit today. 

His previous appear-
ance in the same case wa 
s on January 10, 2020. Im-
mediately after the hear-
ing, Jagan left for his Lo-
tus Pond residence in 
Hyderabad. The court’s 
summons triggered hei 
ghtened security across 
key areas of  the city. Po-
lice implemented exten-
sive traffic diversions 
around Begumpet Air-
port and the Nampally 
Court complex. Antici-
pating the large crowds, 
authorities deployed ad-
ditional personnel and 
set up barricades to con-
trol public access along 
the route.

Festive Atmosphere 
Among Supporters

Jagan’s arrival in Hy-
derabad created scenes 
reminiscent of  a politi-
cal rally. Supporters tre 
ated the occasion as a cel-
ebration, filling roads w 
ith banners, slogans, and 
colorful displays. Several 

flex banners carrying 
the slogan “Rappa Rappa 
— 2029” appeared across 
Hyderabad, inspired by a 
popular dialogue from 
actor Allu Arjun’s upco 
ming film Pushpa 2. The 
se slogans were widely 
interpreted by party fol-
lowers as symbolic of  Ja 
gan’s political resurgen 
ce and anticipated retu 
rn in the 2029 elections.

The former Chief  Min-
ister flew from Vijayawa-
da’s Gannavaram Air-
port to Begumpet in the 
morning and then trave-

led by road to the Nampa 
lly Court. Both at the air-
port and court premises, 
enthusiastic fans gath-
ered in large numbers to 
greet him. Some police 
personnel, assigned for 
security, were even spot-
ted taking selfies with 
Jagan, adding a lighter 
note to the otherwise ten 
se arrangements. Legal 
BackgroundThe dispro-
portionate assets case ag 
ainst Jagan Mohan Red-
dy has been under inves-
tigation for over a decad 
e, involving both the Cen 

tral Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (CBI) and the En-
forcement Directorate 
(ED). 

The agencies allege 
that during the tenure of  
his father, late Chief  
Minister Y.S. Rajasekha-
ra Reddy, several compa-
nies were granted gov-
ernment benefits such as 
land leases and licens-
es—in exchange for in-
vesting in firms owned 
or controlled by Jagan.
The CBI’s charge sheets 
cite multiple corporate 
entities, including Dalm 
ia Cements, India Ce-
ments, Penna Cements, 
and Raghuram Cements, 
alleging quid pro quo in-
vestments worth over 
₹150 crore. Investigators 
claim Dalmia Cements 
alone invested ₹95 crore 
in Jagan-linked enterpri 
ses and transferred an ad 
ditional ₹55 crore thr oug 
h hawala channels. 

Evidence for these tra 
nsactions was reportedly 
obtained from a pen dri 
ve recovered from co   mp 
any employee Jayadeep 
Basu.The Enforcement 

Directorate pursued re-
lated mone y-la undering 
charges, freezing assets 
worth ₹793 cro re linked 
to Dalmia Ceme nts, in-
cluding land holdings 
valued at over ₹377 crore. 
The ED’s actions were 
later upheld by the Adju-
dicating Authority. 

One of  the notable off-
shoots of  this case in-
volves the Vanpic port 
and infrastructure pro-
ject initiated during Y.S. 
Rajasekhara Reddy’s re-
gime. The CBI alleged th 
at rules were violated to 
allocate over 15,000 acres 
to the project, managed 
by industrialist Nimm 
agadda Prasad. In retur 
n, Prasad allegedly made 
substantial investments 
in companies associated 
with Jagan Mohan Red-
dy. As the legal process 
continues, Jagan’s per-
sonal appearan ce after 
such a long gap has once 
again placed the spotlig 
ht on one of  India’s most 
closely watched political 
and financial investi 
gations.

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 20

H yderabad:  The 
Sp ecial Investi-
gation Tea m 
(SIT) appointed 

by the Supreme Court 
has intensified its pro 
be i nto the adulterated 
gh ee scam at the Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devasth 
anams (TTD), ques-
tioning former chair-
man and YSRCP Mem-
ber of  Parliament Y.V. 
Subba Reddy. The SIT 
official s interrogated 
him on Thursday at 
his resid ence in Hy-
derabad, in the pres-
ence of  senior officers 
overseeing the investi-
gation being ca rried 
out under the supervi-
sion of  the Centr al 
Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (CBI).The probe p 
ertains to the alleged s 
upply of  spurious and 
adulterated ghee used 
in preparing the fa-
mous Tirumala laddus 
between 2019 and 2024. 

The SIT’s prelimina 
ry report revealed that 
large quantities of  gh 
ee mixed with synthet-
ic and non-dairy subst 
ances had been used, c 
ompromising the sanc-
tity and purity of  the 
temple’s prasadam. In-
vestigators found that 
contractors had sup-
plied about 68 lakh kil-
ograms of  substand-
ard ghee valued at over 
₹250 crore during the 
period. The investiga-
tion gained momen-
tum after the arrest of  
Subba Reddy’s former 
personal assistant, Ch-

inna Appanna, on No-
vember 11. Appanna 
rep ortedly received 
₹4.69 crore in hawala 
transfers from con-
tractors who had sup-
plied the adulterated 
ghee. SIT sources said 
he provided crucial in-
formation about mon-
ey transfers, sour ces 
of  funds, and possible 
involvement of  top of-
ficials in the TTD pro-
curement process.  Bas 
ed on his testimon y, th 
e SIT expanded its in-
quiry, summoning Su 
bba Reddy for a detail 
ed interrogation.Dur-
ing his tenure as TTD 
chairman from 20 19 to 
2024, Subba Reddy ove 
rsaw key procu rement 
and tender approvals. 
Officials are now exam 
ining whether he had 
any direct or indirect 
role in the selection of  
contractors or in the 
clearance of  ghee sup-
ply bills. 

According to SIT me 
mbers, his responses 
so far have been “un-
satisfactory” and “eva-
sive” on several ques-
tions related to financ 
ial transactions and 
the hawala links trace 
d through his close ai 
de.The SIT has already 
questioned several ot 
her officials, including 
former Additional Ex-
ecutive Officer A.V. Dh 
arma Reddy, who was 
in service during the 
same period. The team 
has reportedly collect-
ed crucial documents, 
bank records, and com 
munication logs to es-
tablish a chain of  re-
spo nsibility.

Sources indicate tha 
t Reddy had avoided 
appearing before the 
SIT on multiple occa-
sions despite being is-
sued summons. He wa 
s initially asked to ap-
pear on November 13 b 
ut cited health reasons 
and sought more time. 
Subsequently, officials 
decided to question hi 
m at his Hyderabad ho 
me. He has also moved 
court seeking relief  
from sharing personal 
bank account details, a 
rguing procedural laps 
es in the SIT’s notice.

The SIT has infor 
med the court that Sub 
ba Reddy’s conduct ra 
ised suspicion, particu 
larly his reluctance to co-
operate fully with in ves-
tigators. The team is ex-
pected to submit a 
detailed report to the 
Andhra Pradesh High 
Court soon, outlining t he 
financial trail, irreg ul-
arities in procureme nt, 
and evidence linkin g the 
suspects involve d. 
Though Subba Reddy 
maintains that only high-
quality ghee was pur-
chased during his admin-
istration, forensic and 
chemical analyses of  
samples have indicated 
otherwise. The findings, 
officials say, point to 
large-scale manipulation 
in quality certification 
and supply contracts.The 
investigation continues 
to draw public attention 
given the global reputa-
tion of  Tiru mala’s sacr 
ed laddus. The SIT aims 
to complete the next pha 
se of  questioning and file 
a status report before the 
end of  the month.

V Krishna Kumar | 
November 20

By V. Krishna Kumar, 
In what appears to be th 
e final phase of  Maoist 
activity in South India, 
the recent developmen 
ts under “Operation Ka 
gar” have signaled the 
nearing collapse of  the 
Maoist movement. The 
surrender of  senior lea 
ders and the death of  a 
top commander have de 
alt a decisive blow to th 
e insurgent group that 
once posed a grave inte 
rnal security challenge 
in the region.

 Senior Maoist State 
Committee members K 
unkati Venkatayya ali-
as Y.V. Vikas, Mogilich-
er la Venkata Raju alias 
Erra Raju, and his wife 
Ganga alias Gangavva 
surrendered before Di-
rector General of  Polic 
e Shivadher Reddy. The 
ir surrender follows a 
series of  setbacks for th 
e Maoists, including th 
e death of  the dreaded 
Chhattisgarh leader Hi 
dma in an exchange of  
fire and the arrest of  ne 
arly 50 cadres in the pas 
t few weeks. Several top 
leaders in Telangana 
have also recently sur-
rendered, reinforcing 
the view that Maoism 

has now entered its fi-
nal act.

Historically, Andhra 
Pradesh was among the 
worst-affected states 
during the height of  
Naxal and Maoist vio-
lence. From Duddilla 
Sripada Rao to Kidari 
Sarveswara Rao, many 
public representatives 
fell victim to the ex-
tremists who targeted 
them to preserve their 
waning influence. Se-
curity forces too suffer 
ed heavy casualties. Bu 
t over the years, focuse 
d counter-insurgency 
efforts and social devel-
opment initiatives gra 
dually weakened the 
movement, leaving onl 
y fringe groups active 
in parts of  the Andhra-
Orissa Border (AOB) 
region.

Operation Kagar, se-
curity analysts say, has 
brought the curtain do 

wn on the decades-long 
struggle. The remain-
ing Maoists appear to 
be either surrendering 
or fleeing their former 
forest hideouts. Even 
ideological conviction 
has eroded, and interna 
l rifts have widened. W 
ith modern technology 
allowing security forc-
es to track movements i 
n real time, the traditio 
nal guerrilla tactics tha 
t once ensured Maoist 
survival have become 
obsolete. The governme 
nt, with renewed vigor, 
has set a firm deadline 
to neutralize all remai 
ning Maoist groups. Th 
e Union Home Ministry 
reportedly aims to com-
plete this by March 
2026. Security sources 
indicate that only a 
handful of  active cad-
res are still operating, 
and ev en their top lead-
ership  including the 

elusive Dev Ji  is said to 
be on the run, possibly 
taking refuge far from 
core for est zones. 
There are unconfirmed 
reports suggesting he 
might already be in po-
lice custody.Observers 
note that while some 
urban sympathizers 
continue to voice sup-
port under the guise of  
ideology, they have 
largely lost credibility. 
Union Minister of  State 
for Home Affairs Bandi 
Sanjay recently alleged 
that such sympathizers 
enjoy luxurious life-
styles while inciting 
youth to violence. The 
death of  Hidma, once a 
symbol of  Maoist re-
sistance, has shattered 
remaining mora le wit 
hin the outfit.Experts 
argue that altho ugh 
“Naxa lites can be elim-
inated, Naxalism can-
not” — the fundame 
ntal Maoist belief  that 
power flows from the 
barrel of  a gun now ap-
pears irrelevant in the 
modern democratic co 
ntext. With the combi 
ned pressure from law 
enforcement and disil-
lusionment among cad-
res, Andhra Pradesh 
might soon witness the 
official end of  the Nax-
al era.

Amaravati, Nov 20 
(IA NS)

A ndhra Pradesh 
Police told the state 
High Court on Thu 
rsday that CPI (Ma 

oist) General Se cretary 
Thippiri Tirupat hi, ali-
as Devuji and anot her to 
p Maoist leader Ma lla Ra 
ji Reddy were not i n cus-
tody of  the state police.

The police conveyed th 
is to the High Court whe 
n it took up hearing on a 
habeas corpus petition fi 
led by one Gangadhar of  
Telangana, seeking dire 
ct ion to Andhra Pradesh 
Police to produce Devuji 
and Raji Reddy in the 
court. The police, how-
ever, denied that the two 
leaders are in their cus-
tody. It informed the 
court tha t Maoists who 

were arrested in five dis-
tricts on November 18 
were alread y produced 
before concerned courts. 
The High Court directed 
the petitioner to submit 
the evidence in support 
of  his claim that Devuji 
and Raji Reddy are in po-
lice custody.

The petitioner’s coun-
sel argued that the police 
issued a press statement 
that key Maoist leaders 
are in their custody. He 
sought time to submit th 
e statement to the court. 
The court adjourned the 
hearing on the petition 
to Friday. Additional Di-
rector-General of  Police 
(Intelligence) Mahesh 
Chandra Laddha had 
clarified on Wednesday 
that the police are una-
ware about the wherea-
bouts of  Devuji.

“We don’t have any in-
formation where Devuji 
is now. He must be Chhat-
tisgarh or Telangana. He 
is not with us. We arrest-
ed his protection team. 
Once we talk to them, we 
will come to know what 
was their plan,” he said. 
A native of  Korutla town 
in Telangana, Devuji is 
most wanted by the An 
dhra Pradesh, Telanga-
na, Chhattisgarh, Odish 
a and Maharashtra gove 
rnments.

Nine members of  the 
protection team of  De-
vuji were among 50 Mao-
ists arrested in five dis-
tricts on November 18, 
hours after an encounter 
in the forests of  Alluri 
Sitharamaraju district 
in which top Maoist com-
mander Madvi Hidma, 
his wife Raje and four 

others were killed. A day 
after Hidma’s killing, 
seven Maoists including 
explosives expert Mettu-
ri Joga Rao alias Tech 
Shankar and six others 
were killed in Alluri Si-
tharamaraju district.

Civil liberties groups 
have alleged that both th 
e encounters and arrests 
were fake. They also clai 
med that Devuji is in po-
lice custody. And hra Pra 
desh Civil Liberties Com 
mittee (APCLC) and the 
CPI-ML New Democracy 
alleged that police have 
taken Devuji into their 
custody in the opera 
tion. APCLC State gen-
eral secretary Chiluka 
Chandrashekar demand-
ed that the police pro-
duce Devuji and other 
Maoist leaders in the 
court immediately.

SIT Questions Former 
TTD Chief Y.V. Subba 
Reddy in Adulterated 
Ghee Scam

Jagan Appears Before Court After Six 
Years; Tight Security in Hyderabad

His previous appearance in the same case 
wa s on January 10, 2020. Immediately 
after the hearing, Jagan left for his Lotus 
Pond residence in Hyderabad. The court’s 
summons triggered hei ghtened security 
across key areas of the city. Police imple-
mented extensive traffic diversions around 
Begumpet Airport and the Nampally Court 
complex. Anticipating the large crowds, 
authorities deployed additional personnel 
and set up barricades to control public 
access along the route.

Naxalism Hits Dead 
End After Op Kagar?

Top Maoists Devuji, Malla Raji Reddy not 
in our custody: Andhra Police tells HC
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TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 20, 2025

Krishna District, A far 
mer’s distress in Krish-
na district turned into a 
heartening story of  swift 
governance after Andhra 
Pradesh Civil Supplies 
Minister Nadendla Mano 
har personally interven 
ed to resolve a paddy pro-
curement problem with-
in hours of  being infor 
med.The incident took 
place in Bhatlapenumar-
ru village of  Movva man-
dal, the birthplace of  na-
tional flag designer Pin 
gali Venkayya. Local far 
mer Chalasani Chanti B 
abu, who cultivated pad-
dy on 14 acres, faced ma-
jor difficulty in selling 
his harvested grain due 
to unavailability of  gun-
ny bags and transport 
vehicles. 

Officials at the local 
Rythu Seva Kendra had 
informed him that pro-
curement would be de-
layed for want of  reso 
urces, leaving the farmer 
worried and helpless.Dis 
heartened, Chanti Babu 
shared his problem with 
a local acquaintance, wh 
o passed on the details to 
the Minister’s team. The 
message reached Minis-
ter Nadendla Manohar 
through WhatsApp on T 
hursday morning. With-
out delay, the Minister pe 
r sonally called the farm-
er around 10:15 a.m. to 
understand his problem. 
“I couldn’t believe the 
Minister himself  was 

calling me,” said an emo-
tional Chanti Babu. 

“I explained everythi 
ng, and he assured me 
not to worry—that he wo 
uld take care of  it.” Act-
ing on the Minister’s in-
structions, the district 
administration swung 
into action immediately. 
Within half  an hour, of-
ficials from multiple de-
partments contacted the 
farmer, informing him 
they were coming to his 
village to arrange the 
procurement of  his pad-
dy. By noon, the Mandal 
Tahsildar and revenue 
staff  reached Bhatlape-
numarru, inspected the 

harvested grain, and 
made necessary arrange-
ments to supply gunny 
bags and begin paddy 
collection the same day.

The quick resolution 
left the farmer and local 
community astonished. 
Villagers said they had 
never before witnessed 
such rapid administra-
tive response. They ex-
pressed appreciation for 
the Minister’s proactive-
ness, stating that it show 
ed a new level of  govern-
ment sensitivity toward 
farmers’ issues. “In the 
past, cases like this wou 
ld take weeks to resolve. 
This time, it happened in 

a few hours,” remarked a 
local resident.

Overwhelmed with 
gratitude, Chanti Babu 
acknowledged the Minis-
ter’s empathy and timely 
assistance. “Minister Na 
dendla Manohar Sir call-
ing a small farmer like m 
e is beyond imaginatio 
n,” he said. “My proble 
m, which seemed unsolv-
able yesterday, was set-
tled within a day because 
of  his intervention. Wh 
atever I offer will never b 
e enough to repay this he 
lp. ”The incident has spa 
rked discussions in local 
farming circles, with ma 
ny appreciating how tec 

hnology and quick admi 
nistrative coordination 
can bridge the gap betw 
een governance and grou 
nd-level issues. 

Farmers in the region 
now feel reassured that 
their concerns are being 
heard at the highest lev-
els.Minister Nadendla 
Manohar’s direct in-
volvement in resolving a 
grassroots problem has 
drawn statewide atten-
tion, with observers not-
ing that such responsive-
ness demonstrates a 
model of  people-centered 
administration the state 
aims to uphold.

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 20

SATHYA SAI DIS-
TRICT: Tourism Minis-
ter Kandula Durgesh h 
as announced that Lep 
akshi will be transfor 
med into an internatio 
nal tourism hub, with 
concrete steps under-
way to secure permane 
nt UNESCO world her-
itage recognition for 
the historic site. On Th 
ursday, the minister vi 
sited the ancient town 
of  Lepakshi in Sri Sath-
ya Sai district, where h 
e offered special praye 
rs at the renowned Sri 
Veerabhadra Swamy 
Temple before briefing 
the media.

Durgesh said Lepak 
shi, celebrated for its 
extraordinary architec-
ture and sculptural gra 
ndeur, has already foun 
d a place in UNESCO’s 
tentative list of  herita 
ge monuments. Built ne 
arly 450–500 years ago, 
the temple stands as a 
shining example of  Vi-
jayanagara-era crafts-
manship. Its intricate 
carvings, mythological 
depictions, and detail 
ed murals offer visitors 
a profound spiritual 
and artistic experience, 
he noted.  The minister 
asserted that such her-
itage sites must be de-
veloped not merely as 
visiting spots but as im-
mersive cultural desti-

nations. He announced 
plans to create a Tem-
ple Circuit covering 
Lepakshi’s Ve erabhad-
ra Swamy Tem ple, the 
Lakshmi Narasimha 
Swamy Temple in Kadi-
ri and spiritual centres 
in Puttaparthi, along 
with nearby nature at-
tractions. The goal is to 
encourage tourists to 
extend their stay from a 
single day to two or thr 
ee days.

To support this, the 
government is introdu 
cing hotels and resorts 
under the PPP model, 
while strengthening ec 
o, temple, heli, agri and 
adventure tourism ac-
tivities to position And 
hra Pradesh as a global 
tourism hub. Durgesh 
highlighted that Chief  
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu and Deputy Chie 
f  Minister Pawan Kaly-
an are taking special in 
terest in promoting to 
urism investments. The 
state attracted ₹17,000 cr 
ore in tourism propos-
als during the recent 
CII Summit and anoth-
er ₹12,000 crore in the la 
st 15 months, taking the 
total to nearly ₹30,000 cr 
ore since the coalition 
government assumed 
office.He reiterated Le 
paks hi’s architectural 
and cultural signifi-
cance, mentioning mar-
vels such as the mono-
lithic Nandi, the wor 

ld-famou s hanging pil-
lar and the exquisite 
ceiling frescoes sym-
bols of  India’s rich ar-
tistic heritage. The gov-
ernment is com mitted 
to preserving and pro-
moting these treasures 
for global recognition, 
he said.

Durgesh criticised 
the previous governme 
nt for replacing reve-
nue-generating Haritha 
Resorts with structures 
like the Rushikonda 
palace, which reduced 
tourism revenue and 
increased electricity 
expenses. The current 
administration is focus 
ing on PPP-driven de-
velopment to boost rev-
enue and create em-
ployment opportuni-
ties for youth.

The minister added 
that the government 
will soon revive the Le 
pakshi Utsav, which wa 
s neglected in the past 
five years. Recent festi-
vals such as the Fla-
mingo Festival, Araku 
Balloon Festival, beach 
festivals, and Vijayawa-
da Dasara celebrations 
have already helped 
boost tourism. The gov-
ernment is also organ-
ising the centenary cel-
ebrations of  Bhagawan 
Sri Sathya Sai Baba in 
Puttaparthi.

Participating in Put-
taparthi Centenary Cel-
ebrations Is a Blessing: 

Minister Durgesh
Later, Minister Durg 

esh took part in the gr 
and centenary celebra-
tions of  Bhagawan Sri 
Sathya Sai Baba in Put-
taparthi. As a member 
of  the state committee 
overseeing the arrange-
ments, he is monitoring 
the facilities provided 
for devotees and will st 
ay in Puttaparthi until 
the 23rd. He described 
participating in the cel-
ebrations as a “blessing 
earned through past 
virtue.”Upon his arrival 
at P uttaparthi, he was 
war mly welcomed by fel-
low ministers S Savitha, 
BC Janardhan Reddy 
and Satya Kumar Yadav, 
alo ng with local MLA 
Pal le Sindhura Reddy, 
senior TDP leaders and 
for mer ministers Palle 
Ra ghunath Reddy and 
Paritala Sunitha and lo-
cal represen tatives. The 
ministers later extended 
a grand welcome to Un-
ion Minister Nitin Gad-
kari, who arrived to par-
ticipate in the centenary 
events. Gadkari interact-
ed warmly with Durgesh 
during the visit. MLA 
Sindhura Reddy also sub-
mitted a request to devel-
op specific tourism spots 
in the constituency. On 
the way, Ayyappa devo-
tees in Pedapalli village 
felicitated Minister 
Durgesh with enthu 
siasm.

T P N  B u re a u  | 
November

VIJAYAWADA: The 
8th meeting of  the An 
dhra Pradesh Waqf  
Board was held on Th 
ursday at the Board’s 
office located near 
Kaleswar Rao Mar-
ket, under the chair-
manship of  AP Waqf  
Board Chairman Sh 
eikh Abdul Aziz. The 
session began with 
special prayers (Dua) 
offered in memory of  
the 42 individuals wh 
o recently passed aw 
ay in Saudi Arabia.

During the meet-
ing, all agenda items 
placed before the Bo 
ard were unanimous-
ly approved. The Boa 
rd also finalized the 
appointment of  sev-
eral managing com-
mittees and mutawal-
lis for various Waqf  
institutions across 
the state.

Representatives fro 
m NCPE Infrastruc-
ture India Pvt. Ltd. 
made a detailed pres-
entation to the Board 
members on a Waqf  
Properties Utilisatio 
n Plan, outlining meg 
a development propo 
sals worth over ₹20 cr 
ore across Waqf  prop-
erties in Andhra Pra 
desh.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Chairman Ab 
dul Aziz said the Boar 
d has agreed to initi-
ate development wor 
ks on several Waqf  
lands across the state. 

He stated that NCPE 
officials thoroughly 
explained the pro-
posed mega develop-
ment plans, which wi 
ll soon be placed be-
fore the State Govern-
ment for approval. 
“We will proceed wit 
h these projects with 
the permission and 
cooperation of  the 
government,” he sai 
d.Abdul Aziz added 
that once these plans 
are implemented, the 
revenue generated 
from Waqf  properties 
will increase signifi-
cantly, benefiting the 
Muslim community 
as a whole. He further 
revealed that the Bo 
ard has passed a reso-
lution allowing one 
Waqf  institution to le 
nd funds to another fo 
r the purpose of  prop-
erty development, en-
suring optimal use of  
resources.

He stressed that the 
Board is committed 
to protecting Waqf  as 
sets statewide and im 
plementing projects 
that serve the com-
munity’s welfare.

The meeting was at 
tended by Board me 
mbers including ML 
C Ruhulla, MLAs Mo-
hammed Naseer, me 
mbers Khaja, Akram, 
Ismail Baig, Afia, Mu 
karram Hussain, Ba-
pari Zakir Ahmed, 
CEO Mohammed Ali 
and senior Waqf  
officials.

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 20

Visakhapatnam: Th 
e facility will be the fir 
st of  its kind in India, 
designed to host large-
scale competitive eve 
nts, develop the next 
generation of  esports 
athletes, and support 
young creators and tec 
h innovators. In addi-
tion to the esports are-
na, the project will fea 
ture a dedicated tech 
incubator space built 
to foster startups, tech 
projects, and emerg-
ing gaming technolo-
gies. By bringing a glo 
bal-standard arena an 
d a future-focused, tec 
h-centric innovation 
center to Amaravati, 
the initiative aims to 
establish Andhra Pra 
desh as a national des-
tination for esports 
excellence and tech-
nology-driven growth.

 A highlight of  the 
summit was NoScope 
Gaming leadership’s 
interaction with the H 
on’ble Minister of  Mu-
nicipal Administra-
tion & Urban Develop-
ment, Mr. P. Narayana, 
during which the MoU 
was formally signed. 
His commitment to b 
uilding smart, future-
ready cities aligns clo 
sely with NoScope Ga 
ming’s vision for Ama 
ravati. This initiative 
is also rooted in the vi-
sionary leadership of  
Hon’ble Chief  Minis-
ter Shri N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu and Shri 
Nara Lokesh, whose 
focus on innovation, 
digital empowerment, 
and youth-driven gro 
wth continues to posi-
tion Andhra Pradesh 
as a forward-thinking 
state.

Leadership Comme 
nts

Ravi Achanta, CEO 
of  NoScope Gaming, s 

hared his thoughts on 
the occasion: “Impres-
sive commitment fro 
m the Government of  
Andhra Pradesh. This 
is how NoScope Gam-
ing is building mome 
ntum. Clear intent, str 
ong leadership, and a 
future-ready roadmap. 
A big step forward for 
the esports ecosystem 
in AP.”

Abhinandan Mukhe 
rjee, Project Head at 
NoScope Gaming, wh 
o was present for the 
signing at the CII Part-
nership Summit, add-
ed: “It was inspiring 
to witness the level of  
support and openness 
from the state leader-
ship. Meeting Hon’ble 
Minister Mr. P. Naray-
ana and presenting 
the MoU in person ma 
de the moment even 
more meaningful. 
This project will give 
young gamers, crea-
tors, and tech talent in 
AP opportunities at a 
scale we’ve always 
envisioned.”

About NoScope Ga 
mingNoScope Gam-
ing is one of  India’s fa 
stest-growing esports 
and tech companies, 
recognized for build-
ing the nation’s larges 
t and most structured 
collegiate esports fra 
mework, talent devel-
opment pathways, and 
high-energy on-grou 
nd events. Through its 
flagship property, the 
University Esports 
Championship (UEC), 
the company has ena-
bled thousands of  stu-
dents to compete and 
explore careers in es-
ports and gaming. No-
Scope Gaming contin-
ues to blend technol 
ogy, entertainment, 
and learning to shape 
the future of  esports 
talent in India.

Minister Nadendla Manohar’s Timely Intervention 
Resolves Farmer’s Paddy Sale Issue in a Day

NoScope Gaming 

Signs MoU with 

AP Govt

₹20-Crore Mega 
Development Plans 
Presented at 8th AP 
Waqf Board Meeting

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 20

Amaravati:  Andhra 
Pradesh Civil Supplies 
Minister N. Manohar 
on Thursday announ 
ced a new WhatsApp-
based digital service 
that enables farmers to 
instantly book paddy 
procurement slots, ma 
rking a major step to-
ward easing the crop 
procurement process 
in the state. Launching 
the service, the minis-
ter said the National 
Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) coalition gover 
nment had introduced 
the initiative to elimi-
nate delays and wait-
ing times that farmers 
typically face at pro-
curement centres. 

 The system, pow-
ered by artificial intelli 
gence, aims to make pa 
ddy procurement fast-
er, more transparent, 
and entirely accessible 
from mobile phones.
Explaining the proce 
ss, Manohar said farm-
ers can begin booking 
by simply sending a “H 
i” message to the dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber 7337359375. An AI-
enabled voice assistant 

will then guide users t 
hrough each step. Far 
mers will be prompted 
to enter their Aadhaar 
number and verify thei 
r name before selecting 
a preferred procurem 
ent centre. 

They can then choo 
se from three available 
dates and pick a conve 
nient time slot for de-
livering their paddy.
The service also allows 
farmers to specify the 
variety of  paddy and t 
he number of  bags the 
y intend to sell. Once 
the booking is complet-
ed, a unique coupon co 
de will be issued as con 
firmation, which the fa 
rmer can present at the 
procurement centre.M 
anohar explained that 
this digital procedure 
has been designed for 
one-click use, enabling 
even farmers in remot e 
areas with basic sm art-
phones to complete the 
process easily. “Th is in-
novation ensures that 
farmers no longer have 
to wait in long queues 
or make repeated visits 
to procurement centres. 
They can now arrive at 
their allotted time and 
complete transactions 

swiftly,” he said.The 
minister added tha t 
this move aligns with 
Chief  Minister N. Cha 
ndrababu Naidu’s b 
roader digital govern-
ance vision, under whi 
ch several agriculture 
and civil supplies servi 
ces are being integrated 
with emerging technol-
ogies like artificial in-
telligence and automa-
tion.Officials from the 
Civil Supplies Depart-
ment said the new plat-
form would also im-
prove data accuracy, 
prevent over-crowding, 
and streamline coordi-
nation between procur 
ement officials and far 
mers.“The WhatsApp-
based slot booking is a 
simple but transforma-
tive step. It brings con-
venience to lakhs of  
farmers and enhances 
efficiency at every level 
of  procurement,” M 
anohar said.The new 
digital service will rem 
ain operational throu 
ghout the ongoing pad-
dy procurement season 
and is expected to han-
dle thousands of  book-
ings daily across all dis-
t r i c t s  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh.

Andhra Farmers Can Now Book Paddy 
Procurement Slots Instantly Through 
WhatsApp: Minister Manohar

Lepakshi to Be Developed as an 
International Tourism Destination: 

Minister Kandula Durgesh
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PATNA/VIJAYAWA-
DA: Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, along 
with State Minister 
Nara Lokesh, attended 
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of  Nitish Kumar as 
the Chief  Minister of  Bi-
har on Thursday.

 During the event, 
Chandrababu Naidu met 
Union Ministers Amit 
Shah and Arjun Ram 
Meghwal, as well as Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, 

Maharashtra Chief  Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
and several senior BJP 
and JD(U) leaders.

The Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister congrat-
ulated Nitish Kumar 
and his newly formed 
Cabinet. In a post on so-
cial media, he extended 
his best wishes to the 
NDA leadership in Bi-
har for a successful and 
people-centric govern-
ance term.

Union Minister K 
Rammohan Naidu was 
also present at the 
ceremony.

CM Chandrababu, Nara Lokesh Attend Nitish Kumar’s 
Swearing-In Ceremony
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VIJAYAWADA: Tear-
ing into Chandrababu 
and his propaganda 
machinery for trying 
to create false narra-
tives, YSRCP said the 
ove r wh e l m i n g  re -
sponse to YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy in Hy-
derabad shows his 
growing popularity.

Speaking to the me-
dia here on Thursday, 
former Minister Am-
bati Rambabu said the 
f a l s e  p r o p a g a n d a 
against YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy in the wake 
of  his Hyderabad visit, 
following Court direc-
tives, has boomer-
anged with the milling 

crowds that have come 
to see him.

C h a n d r a b a b u 
should realise that his 
graph is on the slide 
and people are waiting 
to bring Jagan back to 
office. The false no-
tions and the hype cre-
ated by Chandrababu 
and his propaganda 
machinery fell flat be-
fore the huge response 
YS Jagan received.

It is only the welfare 
activities that will be 
remembered by peo-
ple, while Chandraba-
bu will be remembered 
for his neglect and 
cheating of  all sec-
tions of  society.We are 
bravely facing the false 
cases filed by the coali-

tion government and 
will fight them out. 
The case against YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy is 
also politically moti-
vated and was filed by 
the vindictive Con-
gress government.

T h e  p o p u l a r i t y 
graph of  Jagan is on 
the rise while there is 
a clear slide in the 
case of  Chandrababu. 
The propaganda ma-
chinery has gone out 
of  its senses and tried 
to attribute motives to 
the arrest of  Maoists 
in Vijayawada,  he 
said, warning that all 
such moves will fall 
flat and only boost 
Jagan’s popularity 
further.

YSRCP tears into Babu, 
false propaganda

TPN Bureau Novem-
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Ramachandrapuram: 
Labour Minister Vasam-
shetty Subhash has chal-
lenged YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) leaders to 
an open public debate on 
the injustices allegedly 
faced by the Shetty Balija 
community during their 
party’s rule. Speaking in 
Ramachandrapuram, the 
minister accused former 
minister Chelluboina 
Venu Gopal of  shedding 
“crocodile tears” for the 
community after having 
compromised its dignity 
during his tenure in the 
previous government. 
Subhash alleged that 
Venu Gopal had “mort-
gaged the self-respect of  
the Shetty Balija commu-
nity at the feet of  YS-
RCP’s top leadership” 
while now trying to por-
tray himself  as their de-
fender.  Refuting the for-
mer minister’s claim that 
the government order 

(G.O.) merging Shetty 
Balijas with the Gouda 
caste was issued during 
Chandrababu Naidu’s re-
gime, the minister said 
the record clearly shows 
when and under which 
government the orders 
were released.Calling 
Venu Gopal “ignorant 
and opportunistic,” Sub-
hash remarked that his 
statements remind one of  
the saying about “string-
ing beads	  back-
ward,” implying contra-
dictions and hypocrisy. 

He said Venu Gopal, 
who remained silent 
about the discrimination 
against the community 
during YSRCP’s term, 
suddenly developed affec-
tion for the community 
only after losing his min-
isterial post. “Having 
earned the reputation of  
being a betrayer of  the 
Shetty Balijas, he is now 
trying to wash off  that 
stigma by making base-
less accusations against 

Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu and me,” 
Subhash asserted. 

He further claimed 
that only after the coali-
tion government came to 
power did the Shetty Bali-
ja community start get-
ting due recognition and 
representation, which 
Venu Gopal could not tol-
erate. The minister criti-
cized the former YSRCP 
minister for claiming he 
had benefited under Jag-
an Mohan Reddy’s leader-
ship. “He should feel 
ashamed to say that. Jag-
an suppressed his politi-
cal growth, while Chan-
drababu Naidu and 
Lokesh offered him an 
opportunity for advance-
ment in the Telugu Des-
am Party,” Subhash re-
marked. Reaffirming his 
commitment to the Shet-
ty Balija community, Sub-
hash stated, “Whichever 
party I belong to, I will 
continue fighting for the 
self-respect of  the Shetty 

Balijas. I will never be-
come a blind follower like 
Chelluboina Venu Go-
pal.” He invited the for-
mer minister to an open 
debate at any time to dis-
cuss the G.Os issued re-
garding the community’s 
classification and welfare 
u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t 
governments.

Subhash alleged that 
the recent unity dis-
played by Shetty Balijas 
from both Telugu states 
through the Kartika 
Vana Samaradhana event 
had irked Venu Gopal, 
leading him to make false 

statements out of  envy 
and frustration. “Unable 
to tolerate the growing 
unity and strength of  the 
community, he is resort-
ing to baseless allega-
tions,” the minister said.
Concluding his state-
ment, Subhash advised 
the former minister to 
publicly apologize to the 
Shetty Balija community 
and admit his mistakes. 
“If  he sincerely regrets 
his past actions and seeks 
forgiveness, it would be 
good for him and the com-
munity,” the labour min-
ister added.

Minister Dares YSRCP Leaders for 
Open Debate on Injustice to Shetty 
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H Y D E R A B A D / V I -
JAYAWADA: YSRCP 
General Secretary and 
State Official Spokesper-
son Jupudi Prabhakar 
R a o  o n  T h u r s d a y 
launched a strong coun-
terattack against what 
he described as a “mali-
cious misinformation 
campaign” by the TDP-
led Alliance and sections 
of  yellow media. Ad-
dressing reporters at the 
Somajiguda Press Club, 
Jupudi said the extraor-
dinary public turnout 
during YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s Hyderabad visit 
had clearly unsettled the 

alliance, provoking them 
to manufacture false 
narratives out of  frus-
tration and insecurity.

  Jupudi clarified that 
YS Jagan’s appearance 
before the CBI Court was 
purely in compliance 
with judicial directions, 
which required him to 
attend following his re-
turn from London. As a 
former Chief  Minister 
with Z-category security, 
every aspect of  his trav-
el—including fl ight 
schedules and move-
ment details—must be 
officially disclosed as 
part of  standard proto-
col. Instead of  present-
ing these routine disclo-

s u r e s  r e s p o n s i b l y, 
Jupudi alleged, the yel-
low media twisted facts 
and propagated fabricat-
ed stories about char-
tered flights and inflated 
travel costs, attempting 
to tarnish the image of  a 
leader who enjoys wide-
spread public affection.

Recounting YS Jagan’s 
political journey, Jupudi 
said that after Dr YS Ra-
jasekhara Reddy’s de-
mise, when YS Jagan 
visited families of  those 
who died mourning the 
late leader, both Con-
gress and TDP colluded 
to file politically moti-

vated cases against him. 
Despite facing 16 months 
in jail, Jagan remained 
resilient, and a powerful 
people’s movement even-
tually swept him to pow-
er in 2019.

During his 2019–2024 
tenure, YS Jagan intro-
duced several reforms 

aimed at improving lives 
of  the poor, farmers, stu-
dents, women and mar-
ginalized communities. 
Initiatives such as fami-
ly doctor services, vil-
lage health clinics, RBKs 
and doorstep govern-
ance brought unprece-
dented transformation, 
he said, adding that the 
public continues to rec-
o g n i z e  t h e s e 
achievements.

Turning to the pre-
sent, Jupudi criticized 
the alliance government 
for what he termed 18 
months of  total adminis-
trative failure. He ac-
cused the ruling coali-
tion of  abandoning 

welfare, ignoring devel-
opment, and attempting 
to privatize government 
hospitals and medical 
colleges due to sheer in-
efficiency. He further al-
leged that the govern-
ment is misusing law 
enforcement to suppress 
YSRCP leaders and ac-
tivists through cases, ar-
rests, and intimidation. 
“Constitutional govern-
ance has collapsed, and 
Red Book Rule is run-
ning the state,” he 
remarked.

Jupudi asserted that 
YS Jagan remains a 
charismatic and magnet-
ic mass leader, and the 
massive crowds that 

g reeted him in Hy-
derabad reaffirm his en-
during popularity. The 
alliance, he claimed, is 
rattled by intelligence 
reports suggesting a 
strong resurgence of  
public support for YS 
Jagan. Even leaders 
within the coalition pri-
vately acknowledge the 
shifting political winds, 
Jupudi added.

He further said that 
the people now regret 
electing the alliance and 
are waiting for the next 
electoral opportunity to 
“reject deceitful politics 
and restore justice” by 
bringing YS Jagan back 
to power.

Bharat Announces Massive Investment Push Ahead of CII Summit in Visakhapatnam
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VIJAYAWADA: Lan-
ka Dinakar, Chairman 
of  the Twenty-Point 
Prog ramme (Viksit 
B h a r a t  –  S w a r n a 
Andhra), described the 
State Government’s de-
cision to link Godavari 
river waters to the Nal-
lamala Sagar (Veligon-
da Project) through the 
Bollapalli Reservoir as 
a “historic and trans-
formative milestone” 
for drought-prone and 
fluoride-affected re-
g i o n s  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh.

  He expressed grati-
tude to Chief  Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu 
for approving the pro-
ject, which promises 
wide-ranging benefits, 
including drinking wa-
ter, irrigation support 
and industrial water 
supply for backward 
areas across Prakasam, 
Nellore and Kadapa 

districts. The project is 
expected to provide 
safe drinking water to 
60 lakh people and irri-
gation to nearly 7 lakh 
acres, while supporting 
f u t u r e  i n d u s t r i a l 
growth in regions like 
D o n a k o n d a  a n d 
Kanigiri.

Dinakar recalled that 
he had submitted a de-
tailed representation to 
the Chief  Minister on 
January 1, 2025, high-
lighting the dire condi-
tions in fluoride-hit 
mandals such as Kani-
giri, Markapuram, Do-
nakonda and Udayagi-
ri. The next day, he was 
invited to a high-level 
meeting by Irrigation 

M i n i s t e r  N i m m a l a 
Rama Naidu, where he 
reiterated the urgent 
need for linking Goda-
vari waters to Veligon-
da. A Union Govern-
ment report released 
the same day identified 
Palnadu and Prakasam 
as among India’s most 
f l u o r i d e - a f f e c t e d 
districts.

The Chief  Minister’s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  a t 
Markapuram on March 
8, 2025, confirming the 
Godavari–Veligonda 
linkage, marked a ma-
jor breakthrough. A 
subsequent review on 
May 20, 2025, at Ongole 
revealed that out of  
1 , 7 6 9  v i l l a g e s  i n 

Prakasam, 1,009 were 
fluoride-affected, with 
Kanigiri alone account-
ing for 442 such villag-
es. Officials stressed 
that a complete and 
per manent solution 
would be possible only 
with the Veligonda Pro-
ject’s completion and 
river interlinking.

Dinakar also shed 
light on the shortcom-
ings of  the previous 
government, alleging 
that former CM YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy inau-
gurated an incomplete 
tunnel of  the Veligon-
da Project and misled 
the public. A fact-find-
ing visit on March 11, 
2025, reportedly ex-

p o s e d  i n c o m p l e t e 
works, thousands of  
families still awaiting 
compensation,  and 
project requirements 
wor th  ₹3 ,000– ₹4 ,000 
crore.

He stated that the 
current TDP–BJP–Ja-
nasena “Double En-
gine Sarkar” is com-
mitted to completing 
the project with sincer-
ity, ensuring water se-
curity, and transform-
ing backward areas 
into economic hubs. He 
said the Godavari–Nal-
l a m a l a  S a g a r  l i n k 
marks the beginning 
of  a new chapter of  in-
c l u s i v e  r e g i o n a l 
development.

Godavari–Nallamala Sagar Link Project Marks a New Dawn for 
Backward Regions: Lanka Dinakar

-AP Chief Minister Extends Best Wishes to Bihar’s New Government

Paid Artists Cannot Mislead 
Courts: Minister Satya Kumar 
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VIJAYAWADA: BJP 
national secretary and 
A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
Health Minister Satya 
Kumar Yadav has stat-
ed that YSRCP presi-
dent YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy will inevitably 
go to jail in the illegal 
assets  cases  f i led 
against him. He criti-
cised Jagan’s conduct, 
saying that even after 
six years, appearing be-
fore the court only un-
der unavoidable cir-
cumstances and still 
engaging in displays of  
force reflects the moral 
downfall of  his politi-

cal approach.
In a statement issued 

on Thursday, the minis-
ter lashed out at Jagan 
for creating a big spec-
tacle in Hyderabad as 
part of  an attempt to 
convince the courts 
that he would face prob-
lems if  he appeared be-
fore them. Satya Ku-
mar alleged that a 
planned rally was or-
ganised with paid art-

ists under the pretext 
of  showing public sup-
port, causing severe in-
convenience to Hy-
derabad residents. He 
noted that individuals 
appearing in court for 
legal proceedings usu-
ally conduct them-
selves with humility, 
but no such remorse 
was visible in Jagan 
Mohan Reddy. Satya 
Kumar further stated 
that Jagan, who alleg-
edly amassed illegal as-
sets worth thousands 
of  crores by misusing 
his father’s position as 
Chief  Minister, cannot 
escape court cases and 
roam free for long.
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VIJAYAWADA: Min-
ister for Micro, Small 
and Medium Enter-
prises, Rural Poverty 
Eradication and NRI 
Empowerment, Konda-
palli Srinivas directed 
officials to work in line 
with the State Govern-
ment’s goals to acceler-
ate industrial develop-
ment  and expand 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
a c r o s s  A n d h r a 
Pradesh. He held a 
comprehensive review 
meeting with senior of-
ficials of  the Industries 
Department and Gen-
eral Managers from all 
26 districts at the Secre-
tariat on Thursday.

  Addressing the 
meeting, the Minister 
said that the govern-
ment aims to groom 
one entrepreneur from 
every family, and it is 
the responsibility of  
the administrative ma-
chinery to take this slo-
gan deep into the grass-
roots. He instructed 
district-level officials 
to organise regional 
meetings to  raise 
awareness and moti-
vate youth toward 
entrepreneurship.

To strengthen field-
level functioning, the 
Minister stressed the 

need to link skill devel-
opment and industrial 
facilitation efforts with 
the Ratan Tata Innova-
tion Hub, enabling sup-
port to entrepreneurs 
from ideas to execu-
tion. He stressed that 
officers must have 
clear knowledge of  
technology, skill en-
hancement and finan-
cial incentives so that 
emerging entrepre-
neurs receive accurate 
guidance and timely 
suppor t  from the 
government.

Srinivas stated that 
since the coalition gov-
ernment assumed of-
fice in 2024, significant 
steps have been taken 
to streamline all field-
level systems and en-
sure adequate human 
resources and infra-
structure for industrial 
growth. He instructed 
that special focus must 
be laid on training per-
sonnel and leveraging 
the services of  the Ra-
tan Tata Innovation 
Hub effectively.

Highlighting the im-
portance of  adminis-
trative discipline, the 
Minister announced 
that all staff  must re-
main present in the of-
fice at least one day 
every week. “Field vis-
its are important, but 

equal attention must 
be given to tasks that 
happen inside the of-
fice,” he said. He direct-
ed officials to ensure 
that at least one officer 
is available every day to 
guide aspiring entre-
preneurs. He added that 
all officials must be 
available on Saturdays, 
except the second Sat-
urday of  the month.

Calling for close mon-
itoring of  upcoming in-
dustries in industrial 
parks, the Minister said 
officials must pay spe-
cial attention to inves-
tor facilitation. He 
stressed that officers 
should assist entrepre-
neurs with loan pro-
cessing, clearances and 
other required permis-
sions without delay. 
Srinivas urged all offic-
ers to stay updated on 
Central and State gov-
ernment schemes, as 
well as evolving indus-
trial policies, to effec-
tively support new 
investors. 

Industries Depart-
ment Secretary Dr N 
Yuvaraj, Director Shub-
ham Bansal, senior of-
ficials from various 
wings, and top officers 
from all 26 districts at-
tended the meeting, 
with district officials 
joining virtually.

Work in Line With Government’s Vision to 
Drive Industrial Growth: Minister Kondapalli
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VIJAYAWADA: The 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
Andhra Pradesh has 
released the of ficial 
list of  IAS officers who 
will retire in 2026 upon 
reaching the age of  su-
perannuation. The no-
t i f i c a t i o n ,  i s s u e d 
through GO Rt No 2163 
by the General Admin-
istration Department, 
was released in accord-
ance with Rule 6 of  the 
A l l  I n d i a  S e r v i c e s 
(DCRB) Rules, 1958.

  According to the or-
der, five senior IAS of-
ficers of  the Andhra 
P r a d e s h  c a d r e  a r e 
scheduled  to  ret ire 
next year.

Ye r r a  S r i l a k s h m i 
(1988 batch) will retire 
on June 30, 2026.

G Sai Prasad (1991 
batch) will superannu-
ate on May 31, 2026.

A j a y  J a i n  ( 1 9 9 1 
batch) is slated to re-
tire on July 31, 2026.

M o v v a  T i r u m a l a 
Krishna Babu (1993 
batch) will retire on 

July 31, 2026.
V  K a r u n a  ( 2 0 0 4 

batch) will also con-
clude her service on 

July 31, 2026.
The notification for-

mally records the up-
coming vacancies for 

administrative plan-
ning and succession 
within the state’s IAS 
cadre.

AP Releases 2026 IAS Retirement Schedule

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 20

Mangalagiri: A major 
online betting racket op-
erating under the name 
“Book.com” has been 
busted by the Mangala-
giri Rural Police, expos-
ing a network allegedly 
involved in organizing 
large-scale cricket bet-
ting activities. Acting on 
credible information, 
the police team carried 
out a midnight raid two 
days ago at an apartment 
flat located behind the 
NRI Hospital in Man-
galagiri. The operation 

was conducted under the 
supervision of  Mangala-
giri Rural Circle Inspec-
tor (CI) A.V. Brahmam 
and led by Sub-Inspector 
(SI) Venkat.

  During the surprise 
raid, police officials 
seized five laptops, 32 
mobile phones, 15 ATM 
cards, and 14 bank pass-
books believed to have 
been used for betting 
transactions and money 
transfers linked to on-
line gambling. One indi-
vidual has been detained 
for questioning, while ef-
forts are underway to 

identify and apprehend 
other members of  the 
racket who are still at 
large. Preliminary inves-
tigation suggests that 
the suspects were using 
online platforms and so-

cial media channels to 
lure participants into il-
legal betting activities 
during ongoing domestic 
and international crick-
et matches. 

The police suspect that 

the key organizers of  the 
racket hail from Machili-
patnam and have been 
coordinating with asso-
ciates across multiple 
districts using digital 
payment channels and 

fake bank accounts.Offi-
cials revealed that the 
seized devices and docu-
ments contain crucial 
data that may expose the 
network’s wider opera-
tions, including links to 

similar online betting 
syndicates functioning 
across Andhra Pradesh. 
Cybercrime specialists 
have been roped in to as-
sist with data recovery 
and to trace digital trans-
actions used for placing 
and collecting bets. Man-
galagiri Rural CI A.V. 
Brahmam stated that the 
department is deter-
mined to crack down on 
cyber-based gambling, 
which has been growing 
in recent years under 
various digital identities 
and websites. He added 
that public awareness 

and prompt information 
sharing are key to pre-
venting such crimes, 
urging citizens to stay 
alert and report suspi-
cious online activities.

Police have registered 
a case and intensified 
the search for the prime 
suspects believed to be 
operating from Machili-
patnam and other coast-
al towns. The investiga-
tion aims to uncover the 
extent of  f inancial 
transactions and identi-
fy the mastermind be-
h i n d  t h e  i l l e g a l 
operation.

Seven-Day Outreach to Promote 	
Five Key Agricultural Principles
TPN Bureau | No-

vember 20
VIJAYAWADA: The 

Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment is preparing 
to launch a major 
statewide agricultural 
awareness initiative ti-
tled “Raitanna Meeko-
sam” starting from No-
vember 24. Aimed at 
transforming farming 
into a profitable and 
sustainable activity, 
the programme will fo-
cus on the five core 
principles recently an-
nounced by Chief  Min-
ister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, Water Security, 
Demand-Based Crop-
ping, Agritech, Food 
Processing and Gov-
ernment Support.

The Chief  Minister 
held a large-scale tel-
econference on Thurs-
day with nearly 10,000 
participants, includ-
ing officials from the 
Agriculture and allied 
departments, Market-
ing Department and 
staff  of  Rythu Seva 
Kendras (RSKs). Dur-
ing the meeting, he is-
sued clear directions 
to all departments on 
implementing aware-
ness activities at the 
village level.

As per the schedule 
announced, public rep-
resentatives and offi-
cials will visit every 

farmer’s household 
from November 24 to 
29. On December 3, 
workshops will be con-
ducted at all Rythu 
Seva Kendras to edu-
cate farmers on mod-
ern farming practices 
and departmental sup-
port systems.

Speaking during the 
teleconference, the 
Chief  Minister said 
the government has 
been consistently pri-
oritizing the welfare 
of  farmers over the 
past 17 months. He 
highlighted that under 
Annadata Sukhibhava 
and PM-Kisan, ₹14,000 
has already been cred-
ited in two install-
ments to more than 
46.5 lakh far mers, 
amounting to ₹6,310 
crore.

He stressed the im-
portance of  micro-irri-
g ation,  f ie ld - level 
learning initiatives 
like Polam Pilustondi, 
and a scientific ap-
proach to agriculture 
to ensure farmers earn 
better returns. “The 
five principles are not 
just for farmers, but 
also for their families. 
Along with crop farm-
ers, dairy farmers, 
poultry farmers, sheep 
rearers, aquaculture 
farmers, horticulture 
and sericulture farm-

e r s  m u s t  a l s o  b e 
reached,” he said.

The CM directed 
RSK staf f  to  lead 
awareness drives and 
prepare actionable 
plans for every centre. 
He also underscored 
the need to explain the 
benefits of  natural 
farming, agritech ap-
plications and value 
addition through mod-
ern methods. He said 
natural farming en-
hances soil health and 
improves public health 
and noted that Andhra 
Pradesh is already pro-
moting certification 
and traceability for 
such produce.

Chandrababu Naidu 
stressed reducing cul-
tivation costs, promot-
ing products through 
Rythu Bazaars, and 
setting up food pro-
cessing units to im-
prove market access. 
He called for educating 
farmers on the dan-
gers of  excessive pesti-
cide use, the advantag-
e s  o f  o r g a n i c 
cultivation, and the 
strong demand abroad 
for chemical-free pro-
duce. Highlighting the 
success of  water man-
agement reforms, he 
said reservoirs across 
the state were filled 
t h r o u g h  e f f i c i e n t 
strategies. 

Online Cricket Betting Racket Busted in Mangalagiri; Police Seize Equipment, Hunt Key Accused

Protecting Child Rights is Key to Building 
a Child-Friendly Society: DCP Saritha 

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 20

VIJAYAWADA: “Pro-
tecting child rights 
and creating a child-
friendly society is es-
sential for national de-
velopment,” said NTR 
Police Commissioner-
ate DCP KGV Saritha 
IPS, addressing the 
valedictory ceremony 
of  World Children’s 
Rights Week held at 
the Government High 
School, Durgapuram, 
Vijayawada.

  
The event was organ-

ised by the Forum for 

Child Rights in collab-
oration with the Police 
Department, Women 
Development & Child 
Welfare Department, 
School Education De-
partment,  Juvenile 
Welfare Department 
and several govern-
ment and voluntary or-
ganisations as part of  
the World Children’s 
Day observances from 
November 14 to 20.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DCP Saritha 
appreciated the Forum 
for Child Rights for co-
ordinating week-long 
programmes aimed at 

promoting awareness 
of  child rights. She 
stressed the impor-
tance of  collective re-
sponsibility in ensur-
i n g  c h i l d  s a f e t y, 
eliminating child la-
bour, preventing child 
marriages, addressing 
substance abuse, and 
c o m b a t i n g  s e x u a l 
a b u s e  a g a i n s t 
children.

She stressed that 
complaint boxes must 
be made mandatory 
and accessible in all 
schools, enabling chil-
dren to report griev-
ances safely, which au-

thorities will address 
promptly. “Children 
and youth are powerful 
agents of  change, capa-
ble of  bringing new 
ideas and perspectives 
for a better world,” she 
added.

The DCP also un-
veiled the World Chil-
dren’s Rights Week 
poster and adminis-
tered a pledge for pro-
tecting child rights.

For um for  Chi ld 
Rights Director BS 
Koteshwara Rao high-
l i g h t e d  t h at  ch i l d 
r i g h t s  a r e  h u m a n 
r i g h t s  a n d  u r g e d 

adults to provide all 
necessary support for 
children’s growth. Co-
o r d i n a t o r  A r a v a 
Ramesh noted that the 
UN observes World 
Children’s Day global-
ly to promote child 
welfare.

Guests including K 
Prakash Kumar (Birds 
NGO), Women Police 
S t a t i o n  I n s p e c t o r 
Vasavi, senior leader R 
P i t c h a i a h ,  m e n t a l 
health counselor Jon-
na la g a dda  Pr asa d, 
teachers, social activ-
ists and over 600 stu-
dents participated. 

Leprosy Detection Survey Must Be Conducted 
Rigorously: DPH

TPN Bureau | Novem-
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VIJAYAWADA: Director 
of  Public Health (DPH) Dr 
K Padmavati stated that 
the ongoing Leprosy Case 
Detection Campaign 
(LCDC) across the state is 
being carried out system-
atically, with 66,52,563 peo-
ple screened by Thursday. 
Of  these, 5,085 individuals 
have been referred to medi-
cal officers for re-examina-
tion, she said.

  She informed that the 
household survey, which 
will continue until the 30th 
of  this month, requires the 
compulsory participation 
of  ASHA workers and 
male volunteers from 7 
AM to 9 AM every day. Dr 
Padmavati appealed to the 
public to cooperate with 
ASHA workers and ANMs 
who visit homes for screen-
ing. Suspected cases identi-
fied during the survey will 
be referred to the nearest 
Primary Health Centres 

(PHCs) for further medical 
evaluation. She further ex-
plained that once symp-
toms are detected in an in-
dividual, a Focal Leprosy 
Survey (FLC) will be con-
ducted covering 300 sur-
rounding households. Ad-
ditionally, Single Dose 
Regimen (SDR) or Post Ex-
posure Prophylaxis (PEP) 
will be administered to at 

least 30 to 40 people, includ-
ing family members and 
immediate neighbours of  
the suspected patient.Dr 
Padmavati said that Multi-
Drug Treatment (MDT) is 
being provided free of  cost 
to all leprosy patients to en-
sure effective treatment 
and prevention. To inten-
sify public awareness on 
leprosy, information leaf-

lets are being distributed 
to every household and 
banners are being dis-
played at major junctions.

She added that on the 
10th of  every month, Disa-
bility Prevention and Med-
ical  Rehabilitation 
(DPMR) camps are con-
ducted at Primary Health 
Centres and leprosy colo-
nies. These camps offer 

physiotherapy to individu-
als with disabilities. Issues 
that cannot be resolved 
through therapy are cor-
rected through Recon-
structive Surgery (RCS). 
The government provides 
₹12,000 to patients undergo-
ing RCS — ₹6,000 during 
treatment, followed by ₹3,000 
each for the first and second 
follow-ups.

‘Let’s Work Together as 
Guardians of Public Trust’

                        -5th Audit Diwas Celebrations Begin

TPN Bureau | Novem-
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VIJAYAWADA: The 
5th Audit Diwas celebra-
tions commenced on 
Thursday with grandeur 
at the multipurpose hall 
on the 8th floor of  Stalin 
Building, led by Principal 
Accountant General 
(A&E) S Shanti Priya. 
Speaking on the occa-
sion, she emphasized the 
need to strengthen hu-
man resources to pave 
the way for the future by 
adopting innovative au-
dit methods powered by 
modern technology.

  She highlighted the 
importance of  integrat-
ing advanced technolo-
gies such as Artificial In-
telligence and Machine 
Learning into govern-
ance systems. “As guard-
ians of  public trust, we 
must ensure that public 
resources are utilized ef-
ficiently and responsi-
bly,” she said. Shanti Pri-
ya called for leadership in 
driving transformative 
societal change while up-
holding values of  trust, 
innovation, sustainabili-
ty and accountability.

After lighting the cere-
monial lamp, she elabo-
rated on the vital role of  
the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) in 

enhancing governance, 
transparency and ac-
countability. The Indian 
Audit and Accounts De-
partment, under the 
CAG, not only carries out 
key audit responsibilities 
but also efficiently man-
ages accounts and entitle-
ments related to state gov-
e r n m e n t s ,  s h e 
explained.

She appreciated the ef-
forts of  officials and staff  
in safeguarding the inde-
pendence, credibility and 
high standards of  the au-
dit ecosystem. Drawing 
inspiration from the ide-
als of  the Constitution 
drafted by Dr BR Ambed-
kar, she urged everyone 
to move forward collec-
tively with a sense of  con-
stitutional responsibility. 
She stressed the need for 
continuous skill en-
hancement, overcoming 
operational challenges 
and adopting innovative 
audit methodologies to 
improve efficiency.

Shanti Priya encour-
aged employees to lever-
age advanced technolo-
gies to achieve the goals 
set by the CAG. She noted 
the importance of  thor-
ough auditing in ensur-
ing transparent use of  
public funds and in in-
forming citizens, legisla-

tures, and the executive 
about financial prudence. 
She added that every em-
ployee should feel proud 
of  their role in upholding 
constitutional duties.

Deputy Accountant 
General (AMG-3) Sush-
ma said that the celebra-
tions being held under 
the leadership of  the 
CAG would make a sig-
nificant contribution to 
strengthening the institu-
tional framework. De-
scribing their depart-
ment as a historic 
institution, she an-
nounced events being or-
ganized as part of  Audit 
Diwas: quiz competi-
tions, R&I workshops, 
drawing contests, discus-
sions on healthcare by 
AIIMS experts, sessions 
on self-economic growth 
and workshops on audit 
and accounts.

Senior Deputy Ac-
countant General (Audit) 
R Shyam, Deputy Ac-
countant General (Ad-
min) V Lalith Kumar, 
Senior DAG Kushal, NA-
BARD GM Mahesh Sin-
gh, RBI DGM Ananthi, 
School of  Architecture 
Director Ramesh Srikon-
da and several heads of  
central government de-
partments attended the 
event.
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Rajamahendravaram: 
Andhra Pradesh Con‑
gress leaders have de‑
manded that the state 
and central governments 
immediately compen‑
sate nearly 89,000 dis‑
placed families affected 
by the Polavaram pro‑
ject. Addr essing a press 
conference at the local 
Press Club on Thursday, 
PCC Vice‑President and 
Chairman of  the Pola‑
varam Project Construc‑
tion and Rehabilitation 
Study Committee, Mar‑
tin Luther, said the gov‑
ernment must release 
the due rehabilitation 
and resettlement (R&R) 
packages before proceed‑
ing further with the 
project. 

Luther explained that 
as per the original desig 
n, the Polavaram project 
height was fixed at 45.72 

meters, which would dis‑
place approximately 
89,000 people, necessitat‑
ing the disbursal of  abou 
t Rs 55,000 crore as comp 
ensation. 

However, the central 
government’s decision to 
reduce the project height 
to 41.15 meters has decre 
ased the official count of  
displaced families to 38,0 
00 and reduced the com‑
pensation amount to Rs 
30,000 crore. He alleged 
that this move aims to 
evade nearly Rs 25,000 cr 
ore in compensation and 
could deny rightful ben‑
efits to around 50,000 dis‑
placed residents.He fur‑
ther revealed that only 
25.75 percent of  eligible 
families have received th 
eir R&R packages so far, 
leaving nearly three‑ 
quarters of  the projec 
t‑affected people uncom 
pensated. 

Luther asserted that 

the Congress Party wou 
ld continue its agitation 
until every displaced in‑
dividual receives full as‑
sistance. He also critici 
zed the reduction in pro‑
ject height, stating that s 
uch an adjustment would 
turn the Polavaram dam 
into a mere lift‑irrigatio 
n project rather than a tr 
uly multipurpose one. 
Luther announced that 
Andhra Pradesh PCC 
President Y.S. Sharmila 
would undertake a field 
visit to the Polavaram 
project in the first week 
of  December to personal 
ly review the conditions 
and interact with the dis‑
placed families.

District Congress Pres 
ident and Study Commit‑
tee member T.K. Viswe 
shwar Reddy also spoke, 
emphasizing that with 
the reduced project heig 
ht, water cannot natural‑
ly reach districts like Vi‑

sakhapatnam and Krish‑
na without the use of  
heavy pumping syste ms. 

He noted that while th 
e state government clai 
ms the project will be co 
mpleted by October 2026 
or at least before the next 
Godavari Pushkaralu it 
is already 80 percent com 
plete. Reddy criticized 
Andhra Pradesh MPs for 
their silence on the heig 
ht reduction issue and 
reiterated the demand 
for full compensation to 
all 89,000 displaced per‑
son s.City Congress Pr 
esident Balepalli Mu‑
ralidhar and other sen‑
ior lea ders including 
Bezawada Rangarao, De‑
vata Sudhakar, Kowvuri 
Srinivasarao, Kishore 
Jain, Nalla Veerraju, 
Battina Chandrarao, and 
Suribabu were also 
present.
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Rajamahendravaram: 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) East Godavari dis‑
trict president Pikki Na‑
gendra strongly condem 
ned what he termed ba‑
sel ess and false allegatio 
ns by local Congress lead 
ers against Rajamahen‑
dravaram MP Daggubati 
Purandeswari. He warn 
ed that the party would n 
ot tolerate such false pro   
paganda in the future.
Speaking at a press confe 
rence held at the local Pr 
ess Club on Thursday, Na 
gendra said that Puran 
deswari represents not 
only Rajamahendravar‑
am but the entire state 
and nation. 

As a Member of  Parlia‑
ment, she bears respon‑
sibilities of  national and 
international signifi‑
cance, he emphasized.Na 
gendra lauded the MP’s 
contributions at global 
forums such as the Com‑
monwealth Parliamen‑
tary Association and the 
United Nations, where, 
he said, she effectively 
projected India’s policies 
and enhanced the presti 
ge of  both Rajamahendr 

avaram and the nation. 
Referring to her recent 

participation in discus‑
sions related to “Opera‑
tion Sindoor,” he said sh 
e had successfully artic‑
ulated India’s policy be‑
fore European countries.
Describing the comme 
nts of  local Congress lea 
ders as “silly and laugh‑
able,” Nagendra alleged 
that a party that has lost 
its identity both national 
ly and in Andhra Prad esh 
was now resorting to cheap 
criticism to gain attention. 
“Even street ‑level Con‑
gress leaders are making 
irresponsible comments 
about our MP, which is ut‑
terly ridiculous,” he 
charged.

Highlighting develop‑
ment works initiated under 
Purandeswari’s tenure, the 
BJP leader stat ed that she 
has been coordinating ef‑
fectively wi th local MLAs 
and Minister Kandula 
Durgesh for the progress of  
all seven assembly constit‑
uencies in the district. He 
annou nced that the Ra‑
jamahe ndravaram railway 
station is being modern‑
ized with an investment of  
Rs. 270 crore, including up‑
grades to platforms 4, 5, and 

6, and efforts are underway 
for the development of  the 
eastern terminal.Nagend‑
ra said preparations were 
on to conduct the forthcom‑
ing Godavari Pushkaralu 
on a grand scale, compara‑
ble to the Kumbh Mela. 

He also mentioned ongo‑
ing efforts to strengthen the 
national highway network 
and push forward key con‑
nectivity projects like the 
Kovvur–Nallajerla and De‑
varapalli–Khammam 
green corridors.According 
to Nagendra, Purandeswari 
has also taken the initiative 
to introduce direct flight 
services from Rajamahen‑
dravaram to Delhi, Mum‑
bai, and Tiru pati, besides 
contributing to the develop‑
ment of  the local Govern‑
ment General Hospital and 
the Medical College. 

Efforts are being mad e, 
he added, to attract 
agro‑based industries to 
boost the district economy.
He asserted that BJP lead‑
ers and representatives be‑
lieve in completing projects 
before taking credit for 
them, a pra ctice that distin‑
guishes the party’s work 
culture from others. Refer‑
ring to a recent controversy, 
he criticized former MP Ma 

rgani Bharat’s driver for al‑
legedly using derogatory 
language against MLC 
Somu Veerraju and said a 
police complaint had al‑
ready been filed.Dismiss‑
ing allegations that MP 
Purandeswari is control‑
ling EVM warehouses, Na‑
gendra said such state‑
ments reveal a lack of  
awareness. “Even Con‑
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
damaged his credibility by 
promoting false ‘vote theft’ 
narrat ives. The local Con‑
gress seems to be following 
the same path,” he remark 
ed.Nagendra concluded 
with a warning that BJP 
would no longer remain si‑
lent if  false accusations or 
misinformation cam‑
paigns were directed at the 
party or its leaders. BJP 
leaders Bommu Dattu, 
Yenumula Rangababu, 
Veera Veeranjaneyulu, dis‑
trict general secretary Si‑
varama Krishna Raju, S. 
Surya Kiran, Enapu Yesu, 
Kandikonda Ramesh, 
Tagaram Suresh, Bandi 
Prasad, Ravi Shankar, and 
Ratna Reddy were among 
those present at the 
meeting.

TPN Bureau | No‑
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Chilakaluripet (Pal‑
nadu District): Former 
minister and MLA Prat 
tipati Pullarao laid fou 
ndation stones for sev‑
eral development wor 
ks in Pasumarru villag 
e on Thursday and acc 
used the previous YS‑
RCP government of  gro 
ss neglect and misuse 
of  power during its ten‑
ure. Speaking to the 
media after inaugurat‑
ing various works alon 
g with alliance leaders, 
he said that the unaut 
horized municipal mer 
ger implemented by the 
past regime had turned 
out to be a curse for fou 
r villages, Ganapavar‑
am, Pasumarru, Manu‑
kondavaripalem, and 
Dandamudi.

Pullarao alleged that 
the previous govern‑
ment and its then min‑
ister conducted munic‑
ipal elections illegally 
for political gains, leav‑
ing the villages without 

funds or status bene‑
fits. As a result, he said, 
these villages were de‑
prived of  both panchay‑
at and municipal devel‑
opment assistance for 
nearly six and a half  ye 
ars. “The villages were 
abandoned for selfish 
interests, and the YS‑
RCP rule proved disas‑
trous for local people,” 
he said.The MLA high‑
lighted that Pasumarru 
suffered the most, with 
local farmers allegedly 
exploited and essential 
needs neglected. 

He announced that ₹ 
30 lakh had been sanc‑
tioned to resolve the 
village’s long-pending 
drinking water prob‑
lems, following the in‑
tervention of  Panchay‑
at Raj Commissioner 
Krishna Teja, who rec‑
ognized the hardship 
faced by locals despite 
the village’s unclear ad‑
ministrative status.

 Pullarao also men‑
tioned that, with the 
support of  Education 
Minister Nara Lokesh, 
Rs. 20 lakh was sanc‑

tioned for the improve‑
ment of  government 
schools in the village—
Rs. 10 lakh each for the 
primary and Urdu pri‑
mary schools. On the 
same occasion, he laid 
the foundation for grav‑
el road works worth ₹ 6 
lakh.Discussing irriga‑
tion issues, the MLA 
said he had spoken wit 
h Minister for Water Re 
sources Nimmala Ra m 
a Naidu and that tende 
rs would soon be invi te 
d for modernization of  
lift irrigation systems 
in the constituency. 

Two lift schemes ca‑
tering to over 6,000 acr 
es and supplying both 
irrigation and drinking 
water would soon be re‑
stored at a fast pace, he 
added. Pullarao assur 
ed that under the cur‑
rent coalition govern‑
ment, all four affected 
villages would witness 
complete development 
and recovery from past 
setbacks. 

TPN Bureau | No‑
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Vinukonda (Pal‑
nadu District): State 
Chief  Whip and Vinu 
konda MLA G.V. Anja 
neyulu reaffirmed 
that the coalition gov‑
ernment is commit‑
ted to strengthening 
cooperative societies 
across Andhra Prade 
sh through massive 
financial assistance 
under APCOB. Addre 
ssing the 72nd All In‑
dia Cooperative Week 
celebrations held on 
Thursday at Shav‑
alyapuram under the 
aegis of  the Primary 
Agricultural Cooper‑
ative Credit Society, 
he noted that both the 
State and Central gov 
ernments are work‑
ing jointly to empow‑
er the cooperative sec 
tor for farmers’ wel‑
fare. Participating as 
chief  guest along wi 
th DCCB Chairman 
Makkena Mallikar‑
juna Rao, Anjaneyu‑
lu hoisted the society’ 
s flag and lauded the 
role of  cooperative in 
stitutions in advanc‑
ing the economic and 
social conditions of  
rural communities. 
He stated that the 
Narendra Modi-led 
Central Government 
has earmarked over 
₹20 lakh crore for the 
development of  coop‑
eratives nationwide. 
In Andhra Pradesh, 
the State government 
is channeling large 
funds through AP‑
COB to ensure that co 
operative societies 
act as vital engines fo 
r rural progress.

Highlighting the 
historical importan 
ce of  these institutio 
ns, he recalled that th 
e cooperative bank‑

ing system, initiated 
during the Nehru era 
as part of  the Five-Ye 
ar Plans, has now gro 
wn into a robust net‑
work supporting mil‑
lions of  farmers. Co‑
operative banks, he 
added, are extending 
loans not just for ag‑
riculture but also for 
housing, education, 
and women’s groups 
under DWCRA, whic 
h reflects their expa 
nding social relevan 
ce.Anjaneyulu con‑
demned the previous 
YSRCP government 
for weakening sever‑
al farmer support sys 
tems, including inter‑
est-free and subsi‑
dized loans, crop insu 
rance, and minimum 
support prices. As a 
result, he said, Andhr 
a Pradesh had once 
ranked second in the 
nation for farmer sui‑
cides. The present co 
alition government, 
ho wever, is reversing 
that decline by restor‑
ing cooperatives and 
supporting agricul‑
ture through effective 
policies.He urged far 
mers to register their 
lands under the e-Cro 
p system to avail the 
mselves of  crop in‑
surance benefits agai 
nst calamities such 
as untimely rains an 
d cyclones. Coopera‑
tive societies and co‑
operative banks, he 
noted, also play a cru‑
cial role in the supply 
of  fertilizers, seeds, 
and pesticides, in ad‑
dition to procuring 
produce like paddy, 
red gram, and chick‑
peas during market 
crises. The event was 
also attended by Soci‑
ety Chairman Gadu‑
pudi Viswanatham, 
Mandal.
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Narasaraopet, Pal‑
nadu District:  In a co 
mpassionate gesture 
reflecting the Telugu 
Desam Party’s comm 
itment to the welfare 
of  its grassroots work‑
ers,  Narasaraopet 
MLA Dr. Chadalavada 
Aravinda Babu on Th 
ursday presented a fi‑
nancial assistance che 
que worth Rs. 5 lakh to 
the bereaved family of  
party activist Bapana‑
palli Naga Surendra. 
The assistance was pr 
ovided under the TD 
P’s accidental insur‑
ance scheme for active 
party members.

 
The cheque was for‑

mally handed over at 
the Telugu Desam Par 
ty constituency office 
in Narasaraopet in th 
e presence of  local par 
ty leaders, activists, 
and supporters. Late 
Naga Surendra, a loy‑
al worker from Kamb‑
hampalem village ne 
ar Narasaraopet, pas 
sed away recently in a 
n unfortunate acci‑
dent, leaving his fam‑
ily in distress. Moved 
by their plight, the pa 
rty leadership swiftly 
initiated the insur‑
ance benefit under its 
welfare policy de‑
signed to aid families 
of  deceased workers.

Speaking on the oc‑
casion, MLA Aravin‑
da Babu extended his 
condolences and reaf‑
firmed that the TDP 
always stands by its 
members and their 
families, acknowledg‑
ing their dedication 
and contribution to 

the party. “The Telugu 
Desam Party is not 
just a political organi‑
zation; it is a family. 
Whenever our work‑
ers face hardships or 
tragedies, the party 
leadership will always 
ensure they are sup‑
ported,” he said.

He added that the 
welfare of  party cadre 
remains a high prior‑
ity for TDP national 
president N. Chan‑
drababu Naidu, who 
has consistently em‑
phasized the need to 
strengthen the wel‑
fare and insurance su 
pport systems for the 
party base. The MLA 
appreciated the effor 
ts of  grassroots work‑
ers who actively par‑
ticipate in strengthen‑
ing the party at the 
local level and assured 
continued support for 
their well-being.Sev‑
eral key TDP leaders 
from the constituency, 
local organizers, and 
activists were present 
during the event. 

They expressed the 
ir gratitude to the ML 
A and the party lead‑
ership for promptly 
extending assista nce 
to the deceased wo rk‑
er’s family. The gestu 
re, they said, reinforc‑
es the TDP’s commitm 
ent to collective respo 
nsibility and solidari‑
ty among its cadres.
The program conclud‑
ed with party membe 
rs offering floral trib‑
utes to the late Naga 
Surendra and pledg‑
ing to continue their 
grassroots work with 
renewed spirit in his 
memory.

Congress leaders demand for immediate 
compensation of Polavaram families

BJP District Chief Slams Congress For 
False Allegations Against Purandeswari

MLA Aravinda Babu 
Extends Financial 
Support to Family of 
Deceased TDP Worker

Former Minister Prattipati Launches 
Development Works in Pasumarru

Cooperative Societies’ 
Strengthening a Key Goal of 
the State: Chief Whip GV 
Anjaneyulu
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Granta Explores India’s Uneven Path 
of ‘Vikas’

British literary magazine 
Granta’s latest India issue 
delves deep into the complexi-
ties of  progress—or vikas—in 
the country, presenting a col-
lection of  essays that exam-
ine how development inter-
sects with culture, politics, 
and personal lives. The issue 
resists simple narratives, 
highlighting instead India’s 
jagged, restless, and often 
contradictory evolution.

Snigdha Poonam’s essay, 
The Thin Red Corridor, intro-
duces Vikas, a former Maoist 
commander from Jharkhand 
who moves from planting 
landmines to supervising 
road construction decades 
later. Vikas becomes both a 
man and a metaphor, reflect-
ing how India’s idea of  pro-
gress is uneven, improvised, 
and shouldered largely by 
those who never asked to be-
come symbols. Through his 
story, Poonam frames a cen-
tral question: what does pro-
gress truly look like on the 
ground?

Other contributors explore 
different facets of  this ten-

sion. Raghu Karnad’s piece, 
Under the Ruins, examines 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s underwater dive off  
Dwarka, highlighting how 
spectacle, archaeology, and 
political imagination inter-
mingle. Villagers in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Barnawa, proudly 
guiding tourists through a 
tunnel linked to the Panda-
vas, exemplify how local com-
munities invest in myth to as-
sert their place in history, 
e c h o i n g  Vi k a s ’s  q u i e t 
resilience.

Karan Mahajan’s essay on 
Hardeep Singh Nijjar’s kill-
ing in Canada extends the 
conversation globally, tracing 
the intergenerational grief  of  
Sikh families alongside the 
defensive posture of  a state 
grappling with unresolved 
trauma. Meanwhile, Sarab-
jeet Garcha meditates on hu-
kam, suggesting that pro-
g ress  can be  found in 
acceptance and cultural con-
tinuity, and J Devika high-
lights the persistent, every-
day care in Kerala’s health 
system as another form of  

slow, attentive development.
Salman Rushdie, in conver-

sation with Granta, reflects 
on India’s literary and cultur-
al landscape, emphasizing 
storytelling as a form of  vi-
kas. He contends that imagi-
native territory must be con-
tinually reclaimed,  not 
through consensus but fric-
tion, suggesting that narra-
tive itself  can shape the con-
tours of  progress.

Collectively, the essays de-
pict an India where develop-
ment is neither linear nor 
uniform. Progress can be a 
road, a political process, a 
ruin, or even a deeply person-
al experience. Vikas, both as 
a person and symbol, threads 
through the issue, reminding 
readers that the nation’s 
growth is inseparable from 
the lives it transforms—and 
the histories it cannot forget. 
Granta’s India issue does not 
provide a verdict but rather 
presents a mosaic of  experi-
ences, capturing the contra-
dictions and aspirations of  a 
country moving unevenly to-
ward its future.

India Faces Challenge 
of Equitable AI 

Education in Schools

India is at a critical juncture 
as it prepares to introduce AI 
education from Class 3 in 2026-
27, but experts warn that a rush 
to replicate global models could 
deepen existing educational in-
equalities. While states like 
Punjab and Odisha are piloting 
innovative programs, the ma-
jority of  India’s schools remain 
ill-equipped for such techno-
logical leaps.

Punjab’s initiative emphasiz-
es immediate, hands-on learn-
ing. Its three-year AI curricu-
l u m  e n c o u r a g e s  c o d i n g 
exercises, hackathons, and sci-
ence fairs where students apply 
machine learning to real-world 
problems. The state benefits 
from strong digital infrastruc-
ture, with over 95% of  govern-
ment schools equipped with 
functional computers.

Odisha, in contrast, adopts a 
long-term, inclusive approach. 
Its AI Policy 2025 outlines a dec-
ade-long roadmap, combining 
free online courses, AI labs, 
and teacher training, while 
promoting lessons in Odia and 
tribal languages. Both models 
highlight state-level innovation 
but also underscore India’s un-
even preparedness. Nationally, 
only 57% of  schools had com-
puters and 54% had internet ac-
cess in 2023-24, with figures in 
poorer states like Bihar and 
West Bengal dropping below 
25%. A 2021 survey indicated 
less than 27% of  Indian youth 
aged 6-14 had basic internet 
skills.

China’s nationwide AI cur-
riculum sets a global bench-
mark with its top-down ap-
proach, substantial funding, 
and uniform educational sys-

tem. India, however, faces sys-
temic constraints: fragmented 
infrastructure, low digital lit-
eracy, and wide socio-economic 
disparities. Experts caution 
that blindly following China’s 
model risks widening the gap 
between urban, elite schools 
and resource-poor government 
institutions.

Beyond infrastructure, regu-
latory gaps pose additional 
risks. India lacks comprehen-
sive frameworks to address stu-
dent data privacy, algorithmic 
bias, and ethical use of  AI in 
classrooms. Without safe-
guards, technological integra-
tion could lead to surveillance, 
profiling, or discrimination, 
particularly affecting vulnera-
ble students.

Specialists recommend a 
phased, context-specific rollout 
emphasizing equity. Key priori-
ties include ensuring nation-
wide access to electricity, inter-
net, and devices; digitally 
literate and ethically trained 
teachers; and national stand-
ards for data protection and ac-
countability. Pilot programs to 
train 10 million teachers under 
CBSE’s framework are a step 
forward.

India’s challenge is not sim-
ply teaching AI, but teaching it 
justly. Initiatives like Punjab’s 
and Odisha’s demonstrate that 
innovation can coexist with in-
clusion, but scaling these mod-
els requires patience, invest-
ment, and careful planning. 
The country must bridge aspi-
ration with capacity to ensure 
the AI revolution in education 
empowers all students, rather 
than leaving the most vulnera-
ble further behind.

Telangana’s New Focus: Becoming a 
Top Eco-Tourism Spot

Telangana is aggressive-
ly pursuing its vision to be-
come a major Eco-Tourism 
Hub, an effort spearheaded 
by the State Minister for 
Forests, Environment, and 
Endowments, Smt. Konda 
Surekha. Her detailed ef-
forts are quickly turning 
this strategic goal into a re-
ality. The Minister Surekha 
views eco-tourism not just 
as travel, but as a commit-
ment to explore while ac-
tively protecting nature. 
Her strategy is clear: link 
environmental conserva-
tion with economic growth 
by creating jobs for local 
people and boosting envi-
ro n m e n t a l  aw a re n e s s 
among visitors. Working 
alongside Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy, Minister 

Surekha integrates her du-
ties, seeing her work for 
the Forest Department as 
deeply meaningful, which 
underscores her serious 
a p p r o a c h  t o  g r e e n 
development.

The core purpose of  this 
plan is to protect Telanga-
na’s natural resources-its 
forests, water bodies, and 
wildlife. The benefits are 
substantial: it provides es-
sential economic support 
to rural areas, helps pre-
serve unique local cultures, 
promotes mental and phys-
ical well-being, and instills 
a deep sense of  environ-
mental responsibility. Cru-
cially, the Minister Surekha 
has mandated that all rev-
enue generated from these 
activities will be reinvested 

directly into forest develop-
ment  and community 
welfare.

Action is already under-
way. A committee has se-
lected 12 priority loca-
tions for development, 
including  wel l -known 
spots like Ananthagiri, 
Kanakagiri, Kawal, and 
Amrabad. These projects, 
managed by the Telanga-
na Forest Development 
Corporation, feature ac-
tivities such as trekking, 
safari rides, and kayak-
ing,  suppor ted by ap-
proved plans for guest 
houses and resorts. Sig-
nificant progress is evi-
dent: the final Eco-Tour-
ism Policy was approved 
in March 2025, develop-
ment is progressing at 

sites like Kanakagiri, and 
key  projects  l ike  the 
Nehru Zoological Park are 
showing increased in-
come. Furthermore, this 
systemic approach is com-
plemented by a powerful 
green focus:   

The state gives special 
policy priority to the Vana 
Mahotsavam (tree planting 
festival). Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy and Minis-
ter Surekha’s personal in-
volvement ensures this ini-
t iat ive  moves  beyond 
symbolism, showcasing a 
serious commitment to in-
creasing Telangana’s green 
cover. This effort gains im-
mense strategic strength 
from Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy’s, also known 
as Nallamalla bidda, back-

ground. His deep, firsthand 
understanding of  forest 
conservation, particularly 
his connection to the Nal-
lamala forest region, pro-
vides crucial, knowledge-
a b l e  i n s i g h t  f o r 
policy-making. This syn-
ergy between the CM’s ex-
perience and the Minister’s 
dedication is creating a po-
tent environment, driving 
the state towards unprece-
dented green growth and 
cementing its position as a 
leading eco-tourism desti-
nation. People appreciate 
Minister Konda Surekha’s 
vision, suggesting Telan-
gana is heading toward a 
bright, green future.
-Sagar Vanparthi, Policy 
Analyst.

Trump-Munir-Sharif Photo Signals 
Pakistan’s Enduring Military Influence

 A recent White House pho-
tograph featuring former US 
President Donald Trump 
flanked by Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif  and 
Field Marshal Asim Munir 
has become a defining image 
for India’s geopolitical watch-
ers, offering a window into 
how Pakistan navigates pow-
er and survives politically.

The photograph highlights 
the persistent dominance of  
Pakistan’s military in shap-
ing the country’s political 
landscape. Munir, Pakistan’s 

army chief, sits prominently 
alongside the prime minister, 
underscoring the army’s deci-
sive role even in ostensibly 
civilian-led governments. 
This visual continuity reflects 
a return to what analysts call 
the “old normal” in US-Paki-
stan relations, where the mili-
tary remains central while 
civilian leadership assumes a 
subordinate, symbolic role.

Historically, Pakistan’s ci-
vilian leaders have struggled 
to assert authority indepen-
dently. Former Prime Minis-

ter Nawaz Sharif  famously 
posed the “partridge or quail” 
dilemma in the 1990s, ques-
tioning whether Pakistan 
would be governed by its mili-
tary or an elected govern-
ment. Today, the photograph 
illustrates how that tension 
persists: the military remains 
firmly in control, while elect-
ed leaders navigate within the 
constraints imposed by gener-
als like Munir.

Experts note that Paki-
stan’s  political  culture, 
shaped by repeated military 

interventions, instills public 
acceptance of  army domi-
nance. Citizens often elect 
leaders only to witness their 
removal or suppression, yet 
the cycle of  popular unrest 
followed by military consoli-
dation continues. Strategic 
crises, particularly with In-
dia, are frequently leveraged 
by the army to reinforce its 
authority and restore public 
credibility. Events like 26/11 
and repeated skir mishes 
along the Line of  Control ex-
emplify this pattern.

Munir’s tenure marks a 
more explicit intertwining of  
religion and military ideolo-
gy. A Hafiz of  the Quran, Mu-
nir openly incorporates Is-
lamic scripture into his 
speeches, projecting a vision 
of  Pakistan that views India’s 
internal contradictions as op-
portunities to assert influ-
ence. Analysts argue this ap-
proach combines religious 
legitimacy with strategic pos-
turing, using proxy forces and 
alliances with other powers, 
notably China, to keep India 
off  balance.

The photograph of  Trump, 
Munir, and Sharif  is more 
than ceremonial. It visually 
confirms that Pakistan’s mili-
tary, under leaders like Mu-
nir, remains the ultimate ar-
b i t e r  o f  p o l i c y,  b o t h 
domestically and internation-
ally. For India, the image un-
derscores the enduring chal-
lenge of  engaging with a state 
where civilian authority is 
conditional and the military 
operates as a self-reinforcing 
institution with long-term 
strategic ambitions.
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Nitish Kumar Takes Oath As Bihar Chief 
Minister For Record 10th Time

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

N i t i s h  Ku m a r  w a s 
sworn in as Chief  Minis-
ter of  Bihar for a record-
extending tenth term on 
Thursday at the historic 
Gandhi Maidan, following 
a decisive victory in last 
week’s Assembly election. 
His Janata Dal (United) 
won 85 of  the state’s 243 
seats, contributing to a re-
sounding victory for the 
BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance, which se-
cured 202 seats.

Critics who had ques-
tioned Kumar’s longevity 
and fitness for office were 
silenced as he returned to 
power, demonstrating his 
enduring political acu-
men and ability to forge 
alliances effectively. With 
this term, Kumar is set to 
become India’s longest-
serving chief  minister if  
he completes the full ten-
ure, surpassing Sikkim’s 
Pawan Chamling, who 
served 24 years.

The swearing-in cere-
mony was attended by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, several chief  min-
isters from BJP-ruled 
states, and leaders from 
NDA allies. Modi congrat-
ulated the new govern-
ment on X, saying, “My 
best wishes to all those 
who have taken oath as 

ministers in the Bihar 
government. This is a 
wonderful team, with 
dedicated leaders who 
will take Bihar to new 
heights.”

Alongside Kumar, nine-
teen MLAs, including sen-
ior BJP leaders Samrat 
Choudhary, Vijay Sinha, 
and Dilip Jaiswal, were 

sworn in to form the core 
of  the new cabinet. Expe-
r ienced  leaders  l ike 
Choudhary and Sinha, 
who served as Kumar’s 
deputies in the previous 
administration, are ex-
pected to reprise key 
roles. Other notable min-
isters include Pramod Ku-
mar, Sanjay Kumar Singh, 

Lakhendra Raushan, and 
two-time MLA Shreyasi 
Singh, the 34-year-old 
Commonwealth Games 
gold medallist.

Senior leaders Ram Kri-
pal Yadav, formerly with 
RJD and JDU, and ex-
Roadways Minister Nitin 
Nabin also took oath. The 
new government empha-

sizes a mix of  experience 
and proven leadership, 
signaling continuity and 
stabi l i ty  for  Bihar’s 
administration.

The NDA’s sweeping vic-
tory and Kumar’s historic 
return underline both the 
political strength of  the 
alliance and his enduring 
influence in the state.

Sonia Gandhi Presents Indira Gandhi Peace Prize 
to Michelle Bachelet

TPN Correspondent | Patna

Congress Parliamenta-
ry Party chairperson So-
nia Gandhi on Wednesday 
presented the Indira Gan-
dhi Prize for Peace, Disar-
mament and Development 
for 2024 to Michelle Bache-
let, Chile’s first woman 
President and for mer 
United Nations Human 
Rights Chief.

The award, instituted in 
1985 in memory of  former 
Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, recognises indi-
viduals and institutions 
making outstanding con-
tributions to peace, social 
progress, and sustainable 
development. While pre-
senting the award, Sonia 
G a n d h i  h i g h l i g h t e d 
Bachelet’s “exemplary 
commitment to human 
rights, democracy, and so-
cial justice globally.”

Michelle Bachelet, who 
has held leadership roles 
both in Chile and at the 
United Nations, expressed 
her gratitude for the hon-
our, calling it “a recogni-
tion of  the ongoing strug-
gle for equality, peace, and 

sustainable development 
across the world.” She em-
phasized the importance 
of  international coopera-
tion and dialogue in ad-
dressing challenges such 

as inequality, climate 
change, and human rights 
violations.

The award ceremony 
coincided with the birth 
anniversary of  Indira 

Gandhi, and several Con-
gress leaders, including 
Rahul Gandhi and Mall-
ikarjun Kharge, paid trib-
ute to the former Prime 
Minister at a commemo-

rative event. Sonia Gan-
dhi remarked that the In-
d i r a  G a n d h i  P r i z e 
continues to uphold the 
vision of  one of  India’s 
most remarkable leaders 
by encouraging efforts 
that foster peace and so-
cial progress globally.

Michelle Bachelet joins 
a distinguished list of  lau-
reates who have been rec-
ognised for their contri-
butions to humanity, 
including leaders, social 
activists, and organisa-
tions dedicated to promot-
ing harmony, democracy, 
and sustainable develop-
ment. The award carries a 
citation, a medal, and a 
monetary component, un-
derscoring the signifi-
cance of  these efforts in 
shaping a more just and 
peaceful world.

The presentation of  the 
Indira Gandhi Prize 2024 
to Michelle Bachelet un-
derscores India’s contin-
ued recognition of  global 
leaders who champion hu-
man rights, equality, and 
sustainable development 
initiatives worldwide.

SC Clarifies It Will Not Overrule TN Governor Case 
in Presidential Reference

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday clarified that 
its ongoing hearings in the 
Presidential Reference 
concer ning the Tamil 
Nadu Governor case are 
not an appeal against the 
April 8 verdict, nor do they 
intend to overrule the two-
judge Bench ruling.

The two-month-long pro-
ceedings before a five-

judge Bench headed by 
Chief  Justice of  India B.R. 
Gavai were initiated after 
the President invoked the 
advisory jurisdiction of  
the Supreme Court under 
Article 143 of  the Constitu-
tion. The reference seeks 
the Court’s opinion on 14 
quest ions,  including 
whether the apex court 
can “impose” timelines or 
prescribe the manner in 

which Governors and the 
President should act under 
Articles 200 and 201 when 
dealing with State Bills 
sent for assent or reserved 
for consideration.

Incidentally, the Presi-
dential Reference was is-
sued on May 13, barely a 
month after a Division 
Bench led by Justice J.B. 
Pardiwala set a three-
month timeline for the 

President and the Gover-
nors to clear State Bills. 
The case has drawn atten-
tion due to its implications 
on the balance of  power 
between the state execu-
tive and the Centre, as well 
as the procedural obliga-
tions of  Governors.

During the hearings, the 
SC Bench repeatedly em-
phasized that its role in the 
Presidential Reference is 

advisory and not appellate. 
“This is a reference, not an 
appeal. We are not here to 
overrule the prior judg-
ment but to provide clarity 
on the broader constitu-
tional questions posed by 
the President,” the Court 
stated.

Legal experts note that 
the Presidential Reference 
is significant in interpret-
ing the discretionary pow-
ers of  Governors and the 
President in legislative 
processes and could shape 
future interactions be-
tween state governments 
and the Centre. However, 
the apex court’s repeated 
assurances make it clear 
that the April 8 verdict, 
which set guidelines on 
timelines for Governor 
and Presidential actions, 
remains intact.

The Supreme Court is 
expected to deliver its 
opinion on the Presiden-
tial Reference in the com-
ing weeks, which will pro-
v i d e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
guidance on the constitu-
tional provisions govern-
ing the legislative assent 
process in India.

Why India’s AQI Stops at 
500 Despite Higher 
Pollution Readings

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

As Delhi grapples 
with hazardous air pol-
lution, a growing ques-
tion arises: why does In-
dia’s official Air Quality 
Index (AQI) stop at 500, 
even when independent 
monitors report far 
higher levels?

On Wednesday morn-
ing, Swiss air-quality 
company IQAir record-
ed Delhi’s AQI at a stag-
gering 506, while India’s 
Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) re-
ported a lower figure of  
399, categorised as “very 
poor.” The discrepancy 
highlights differences 
in methodology rather 
than accuracy, experts 
say.

The AQI is a public 
health tool designed to 
simplify air pollution 
data for citizens. It com-
bines readings of  eight 

m a j o r  p o l l u t a n t s —
PM10, PM2.5, ozone, sul-
phur dioxide, nitrogen 
dioxide, carbon monox-
ide, lead, and ammo-
nia—to generate a sin-
gle number indicating 
air quality. According to 
Mohan George, consult-
ant at the Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment, 
the AQI uses color-cod-
ed ranges to communi-
cate risk levels to the 
public.

“An AQI between 401 
and 500 falls under the 
‘severe’ category, mean-
ing the air is hazardous 
even for healthy people, 
and outdoor activity 
should be avoided,” 
George explained. “It’s 
designed for the com-
mon man to understand 
and act upon.”

CPCB’s AQI frame-
work does not report be-
yond 500, even if  pollut-

a n t  l e v e l s  a r e 
technically higher. This 
is primarily because the 
system aims to trigger 
public health advisories 
rather than provide ex-
act numerical extremes. 
Independent monitors 
like IQAir, however, pro-
vide actual calculated 
readings, which can ex-
ceed the official cap.

As Delhi’s residents 
struggle with rising pol-
lution, many are forced 
to take precautions like 
masks and air purifiers. 
Parents, in particular, 
express frustration at 
having to choose be-
tween their children’s 
health and daily life. 
The capped AQI serves 
as a general warning, 
but experts stress that 
actual pollution can be 
far worse, reinforcing 
the urgency of  mitiga-
tion measures.

Taliban Trade Minister Visits 
Delhi to Boost Afghanistan-

India Connectivity

TPN Correspondent |New 
Delhi

Afghan Industry and 
Commerce Minister Al-
haj Nooruddin Azizi ar-
rived in New Delhi on 
Wednesday for a five-
day official visit, ac-
companied by a large 
business delegation, 
amid ongoing clashes 
between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.

The visit underscores 
Afghanistan’s efforts to 
strengthen trade ties 
with India and reduce 
dependence on Paki-
stani ports for its im-
ports and exports. Offi-

cial sources said Azizi’s 
agenda includes en-
hancing sea connectiv-
ity and exploring alter-
native trade routes.

India,  in tur n,  is 
keen on importing Af-
ghan agricultural pro-
duce and minerals, 
signaling growing eco-
nomic engagement de-
spite geopolitical ten-
sions in the region. 
The visit also reflects 
m u t u a l  i n t e re s t  i n 
dee pening bilateral 
trade and investment 
opportunities.

Azizi was welcomed 
warmly upon arrival, 

highlighting the im-
portance India places 
on Afghanistan as a 
trade partner. Discus-
sions during the visit 
are expected to focus 
on logistics, port ac-
cess,  and expanding 
c o m m e r c i a l 
cooperation.

Analysts view the 
trip as part of  Afghani-
stan’s broader strategy 
to diversify its trade 
channels and strength-
e n  e c o n o m i c  re s i l -
ience, while India con-
t i n u e s  t o  s u p p o r t 
regional connectivity 
initiatives.
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Trump Says U.S. Needs Skilled Immigrants to 
Build Chips and Missiles

TPN Bureau | Washington

U.S. President Don-
ald Trump said he is 
prepared to face criti-
cism from his conserv-
ative base as he push-
es for the country to 
welcome more skilled 
immigrants, arguing 
that America cannot 
manufacture complex 
products like semicon-
ductors and missiles 
without foreign exper-
tise. Speaking at the 
US–Saudi Investment 
Forum in Washington 
on Wednesday, Trump 
stressed that advanced 
plants  being buil t 
across the country 
will require highly 
skilled workers from 
abroad to help train 
t h e  A m e r i c a n 
workforce.

Trump said indus-
tries involved in pro-
ducing telephones, 
computers, chips and 
missile systems de-
m a n d  s p e c i a l i s e d 
knowledge that the 
U.S. workforce has not 
yet developed at the 
scale required. “I may 
take a little heat… 
from the people that 

love me,” he said, ac-
knowledging opposi-
tion from right-wing 
supporters who back 
strict  immig ration 
limits. “But compa-
nies have to bring peo-

ple to get those plants 
opened… and teach 
our people how to 
make computer chips 
and how to make other 
things.”

The President said 

thousands of  skilled 
workers may need to 
be brought in, and he 
would “welcome those 
people,” drawing ap-
plause from the audi-
ence, which included 

Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Sal-
man. He added that 
critics  of  this  ap-
proach are “unbeliev-
able patriots” but ar-
gued that America 

cannot succeed unless 
workers are trained by 
experienced special-
ists from abroad.

Trump cited recent 
immigration raids, in-
cluding one at the 
Hyundai battery plant 
in Georgia, and noted 
t h at  s u ch  a c t i o n s 
could hinder industri-
al growth. “Batteries 
are very dangerous to 
make… they brought 
in people, spent a bil-
lion dollars, and were 
told to get out. I said, 
‘Stop it. Don’t be stu-
pid,’” he said, claim-
ing foreign experts are 
now training Ameri-
can workers there.

Defending visa pro-
g r a m m e s  s u c h  a s 
H-1B and L1, Trump 
reiterated that the 
U.S. lacks certain spe-
cialised skills. “You 
can’t take people off  
a n  u n e m p l o y m e n t 
line and say we’re go-
ing to make missiles,” 
he said, urging sup-
port for immigration 
policies that bolster 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
competitiveness.

Massive Fire in Japan Destroys 170 Homes, 
Forces Large-Scale Evacuations

TPN Correspondent |  Tokyo 

A massive fire swept 
through a residential 
neighbourhood in Oita, 
southwestern Japan, 
destroying more than 
170 homes and forcing 
over 170 residents to 
evacuate. The blaze, 
which began on Tues-
day evening near a fish-
ing port amid strong 
winds, continued burn-
ing for nearly 20 hours 
before authorities man-
aged to bring it partial-
ly under control on 
Wednesday.

According to the Oita 
prefectural disaster re-
sponse team, one per-
son—an elderly man in 
his 70s—was reported 
missing, and firefight-
ers later discovered a 
body believed to be his. 
A woman in her 50s sus-
tained minor injuries 
during the incident. 
The fire also spread 
into nearby forested 
land, affecting approxi-
mately 12 acres, the 
Fire and Disaster Man-
a g e m e n t  A g e n c y 
(FDMA) reported.

Efforts to contain the 
blaze involved a large-
scale mobilisation of  
resources, including 
more than 200 firefight-

ers, dozens of  fire en-
gines, and two UH-1 
helicopters dispatched 
by the Ground Self-De-
fence Force. Despite 

these efforts, the fire re-
mained difficult to con-
trol due to strong winds 
that rapidly carried 
flames across densely 

packed wooden homes.
The affected area, lo-

cated near Oita’s mack-
erel fishing zone, is not 
close to the region’s re-

nowned hot spring re-
s o r t s  o r  h i s t o r i c 
thatched-roof  struc-
tures, but the damage 
to local residences and 
infrastructure has been 
extensive. Around 260 
homes remained with-
out  e lectrici ty  by 
Wednesday afternoon.

Television footage 
showed thick plumes of  
smoke rising over 
charred remains of  
houses, though flames 
had subsided by mid-
day.  Residents  de-
scribed the ordeal as 
overwhelming, with 
one woman telling Kyo-
do News that the fire 
“spread in the blink of  
an eye,” leaving little 
t i m e  t o  g a t h e r 
belongings.

Prime Minister San-
ae Takaichi expressed 
her condolences on X 
and pledged full gov-
ernment assistance to 
affected families. Au-
thorities are investigat-
ing the cause of  the 
blaze and the factors 
that contributed to its 
rapid spread.

Elon Musk’s ‘Thank You’ Note To Trump After “You Are 
So Lucky” Reminder

TPN Correspondent |   UN

After months of  pub-
lic disagreements, for-
mer US President Don-

a l d  T r u m p  a n d 
billionaire entrepre-
neur Elon Musk appear 
to have mended fences. 

The two reunited at a 
White House dinner at-
tended by Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman, signalling a re-
newed camaraderie be-
tween the influential 
figures. During his 

business-centered ad-
dress at the event, 
T r u m p  re f e re n c e d 
Musk three times, even 
jokingly questioning 
whether the Tesla chief  
had ever “properly” 
thanked him.

“You are so lucky I 
am with you, Elon,” 
Trump said while high-
lighting new tax incen-
tives designed to boost 
domestic car manufac-
turing. Musk later re-
sponded with apprecia-
tion, writing on X that 
he would like to “thank 
President Trump for all 
he has done for Ameri-
ca and the world,” shar-
ing images from the 
US–Saudi Investment 
Forum in Washington, 
DC, where the two were 
photographed along-
side the Saudi Crown 
Prince and NVIDIA 
CEO Jensen Huang.

Musk’s presence at 
the event comes months 
after his stint as the 
head of  the Depart-
ment of  Government 
Efficiency (DOGE), a 
role he held from Janu-
ary until the end of  
May. His departure 

from the post had been 
followed by a sharp 
public  critique of  
T r u m p ’s  s p e n d i n g 
plans, particularly the 
administration’s mas-
sive “Big Beautiful 
Bill.”

Despite that tension, 
signs of  reconciliation 
have grown increasing-
ly visible. According to 
a report by The New 
York Times, Musk’s al-
lies are organising a 
large reunion party in 
Austin to celebrate his 
time with the DOGE 
team. Dozens of  former 
staffers are expected to 
attend the two-day 
gathering at a luxury 
hotel, a location Musk 
frequents.  Though 
Musk is anticipated to 
join the event, the re-
port notes his plans 
may still change.

The renewed warmth 
between Trump and 
Musk suggests their po-
litical and business in-
terests may again be 
aligning as both contin-
ue to wield significant 
influence across tech-
nology, policy and glob-
al investment circles.

Keir Starmer’s Leadership 
Under Threat Amid 

Political Turmoil

TPN Correspondent |    Australia

Ahead of  Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s visit to India 
next month, Moscow has extend-
ed a landmark defence proposal 
that could significantly influ-
ence the future of  India’s aerial 
warfare capabilities. Russia has 
offered New Delhi unrestricted 
access to its fifth-generation Su-
57 stealth fighter technology — 
an unprecedented move in In-
dia’s defence partnerships.

Sergey Chemezov, CEO of  Rus-
sia’s state-owned defence con-
glomerate Rostec, confirmed 
that the proposal includes sup-
plying Su-57 fighters manufac-
tured in Russia initially, followed 
by a phased production shift to 
India. This opens the door for 
deep collaboration across en-
gines, sensors, avionics, stealth 
materials and other critical fifth-
g e n e r a t i o n  a i r c r a f t 
technologies.

Reports further indicate that 
Russia may also offer India its 
single-engine Su-75 Checkmate 
stealth fighter. If  accepted, India 
would gain access to cutting-
edge aircraft technologies that 
Western nations have consist-
ently declined to share. The deal 
could allow India to indepen-
dently develop upgraded stealth 
aircraft, boosting its self-reli-
ance and expanding its air-com-
bat capabilities.

Speaking at the Dubai Air 

Show 2025, Chemezov highlight-
ed the long-standing trust be-
tween the two nations, noting 
Russia’s readiness to meet any 
Indian request. He emphasized 
that India’s demand for addition-
al S-400 systems or Su-57 units 
would be fully supported, reaf-
firming Moscow’s commitment 
to defence cooperation.

A senior Rosoboronexport rep-
resentative added that the offer 
includes transfer of  technology, 
licence production, and integra-
tion of  Indian weapons, covering 
next-generation capabilities 
such as AESA radar, AI systems, 
low-signature materials and ad-
vanced air weapons.

Defence analyst and retired 
IAF officer Vijainder K. Thakur 
noted that a potential Su-75 pro-
duction line in India would fit 
perfectly alongside the indige-
nous AMCA project, filling the 
fifth-generation gap with a cost-
effective light/medium stealth 
fighter.

Putin’s December visit is ex-
pected to feature key defence 
agreements. Diplomatic ground-
work is already underway, 
marked by recent high-level 
talks between Indian leaders and 
Russian officials, including 
Nikolai Patrushev. Both nations 
have expressed strong intent to 
deepen military and maritime 
cooperation ahead of  the 23rd 
India-Russia Annual Summit.

“Whatever You Need”: Russia 
Offers “5th Generation 
Fighter” Tech To India

TPN Correspondent | Dhaka

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer faces mounting chal-
lenges as his government navi-
gates turbulent political waters 
barely a year and a half  after its 
landslide victory in July 2024. 
Despite Labour securing 411 of  
650 parliamentary seats—a com-
manding 174-seat majority—
Starmer’s position is increas-
ingly precarious due to a 
combination of  electoral para-
doxes and policy missteps.

Labour’s overwhelming seat 
count belied the party’s low pop-
ular vote of  just 33.7%, high-
lighting a fragmented political 
landscape. The Conservatives 
trailed with 23.7%, while the re-
surgent Reform Party and Lib-
eral Democrats captured 14.3% 
and 12.2%, respectively. This 
fragmentation means that many 
Labour MPs occupy constituen-
cies with narrow margins, put-
ting their seats—and the govern-
ment’s majority—at risk in 
future elections. Polling sug-
gests Labour could be reduced to 
just over 100 seats if  trends con-
tinue, creating significant pres-
sure on Starmer’s leadership.

Compounding the challenge, 
the government has faced back-
lash over a series of  controver-
sial policy decisions and per-
ceived U-tur ns.  Star mer’s 

administration proposed wel-
fare cuts affecting Personal In-
come Payments (PiP), prompt-
ing over 120 Labour MPs to sign 
a “wrecking amendment” oppos-
ing the flagship welfare bill. 
Critics argue that increased de-
fence spending is being priori-
tised at the expense of  vulnera-
ble citizens, further eroding 
public trust.

Starmer’s leadership team, in-
cluding figures such as Rachel 
Reeves, who has positioned her-
self  as a fiscally strict chancel-
lor equivalent, has also faced 
criticism for failing to commu-
nicate a coherent vision for eco-
nomic and social policy.

The combination of  fragile 
constituency majorities, inter-
nal dissent, and unpopular poli-
cy choices has created a perfect 
storm that threatens Starmer’s 
premiership. Analysts warn 
that unless the Labour govern-
ment regains public confidence 
and addresses internal frac-
tures, the “change” promised 
during the 2024 election could be 
overshadowed by a leadership 
crisis and potential electoral 
losses.

Starmer’s next moves will be 
closely watched, as the stability 
of  his government—and his own 
political future—hang in the 
balance.
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Sensex Jumps Over 700 Points, Nifty Regains 
26,000 Level in Early Trade

Mumbai: The Indian 
stock markets opened 
strong on Thursday, 
with the benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty 
posting  signif icant 
gains in early trade. 
The Sensex surged over 
700 points, while the 
Nifty reclaimed the 
psychologically impor-
tant 26,000 mark, re-
flecting renewed inves-
tor optimism.

The upbeat senti-
ment was largely driv-
en by positive develop-
m e n t s  a r o u n d  t h e 
U.S.-India trade negoti-
ations,  which have 
sparked hopes of  a po-
tential deal that could 
boost bilateral econom-
ic ties. This optimism 
encouraged fresh for-
eign fund inflows into 
the Indian markets, 
providing additional 
momentum.

Information Technol-
ogy (IT) stocks led the 
rally, with robust buy-
ing interest propelling 
gains in the sector. In-
vestors are optimistic 
about the growth pros-
pects of  IT companies 
amid improving global 
demand and increasing 
digital transformation 

initiatives worldwide.
Market analysts not-

ed that foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) 
played a crucial role in 
the early surge, chan-
neling funds into Indi-
an equit ies,  which 
helped boost liquidity 
and confidence. The re-
newed foreign inflows 

come at a time when 
global markets are cau-
tiously watching geopo-
litical and economic 
developments.

Broader indices also 
followed the positive 
trend, with mid-cap and 
small-cap stocks wit-
nessing buying inter-
est.  Market partici-

pants remained hopeful 
that the trade deal and 
strong corporate earn-
ings could sustain the 
upward momentum in 
the near term.

The early session 
gains reflected a shift 
in market sentiment af-
ter recent volatility, 
with investors focusing 

on favorable policy 
cues and potential eas-
ing of  trade tensions. 
The move above the 
26,000 level on the Nifty 
is seen as a key techni-
cal milestone that could 
pave the way for fur-
ther upside.

Overall, Thursday’s 
early trade suggested a 

bullish start for Indian 
equities, supported by 
strong foreign partici-
pation and sectoral 
buying, particularly in 
IT stocks. Investors will 
be closely watching de-
ve l o p m e n t s  o n  t h e 
trade front and upcom-
ing economic data for 
further direction.

Reliance Industries Recalibrates Russian Oil Imports 
to Follow India’s Guidelines

Reliance Industries Ltd 
(RIL), one of  India’s largest 
importers of  crude oil from 
Russia, has announced that it 
will recalibrate its Russian 
oil imports to comply with 
the Government of  India’s 
latest guidelines. This move 
comes in the wake of  fresh 
sanctions imposed by the 
United States and European 

countries targeting Russian 
oil firms amid the ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine.

A company official con-
firmed that Reliance is ad-
justing its procurement strat-
e g y  t o  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e 
directives issued by Indian 
authorities, ensuring compli-
ance with evolving interna-
tional and domestic regula-

t o r y  f r a m e wo rk s .  T h e 
recalibration aims to balance 
Reliance’s operational re-
quirements with India’s 
broader geopolitical and eco-
nomic considerations.

The U.S. and European 
sanctions, which target Rus-
sia’s major oil producers, in-
cluding Rosneft and Lukoil, 
have led to increased scruti-

ny and pressure on compa-
nies globally to reduce their 
exposure to Russian oil. In-
dia, being one of  the largest 
buyers of  discounted Russian 
crude since the onset of  the 
Ukraine conflict in 2022, has 
faced significant diplomatic 
and economic challenges due 
to these sanctions.

Reliance Industries’ deci-

sion to adjust its imports re-
flects the broader impact of  
these international sanctions 
on India’s energy sector and 
highlights the government’s 
efforts to navigate the com-
plex geopolitical landscape 
while ensuring energy secu-
rity. The recalibration also 
indicates India’s intent to 
maintain a balanced ap-
proach in its trade relations 
amid the intensifying global 
focus on Russia’s energy 
exports.

Industry sources suggest 
that while India continues to 
rely on Russian oil due to 
cost advantages, companies 
like Reliance are taking 
measured steps to align with 
international expectations 
and avoid secondary sanc-
tions risks. The recalibra-
tion is expected to be a 
phased process, with compa-
nies closely monitoring the 
evolving situation to adapt 
their  impor t  strate gies 
accordingly.

Reliance’s move under-
scores the dynamic nature of  
the global oil market and the 
challenges faced by major 
importers in managing geo-
political risks while securing 
their energy needs.

HUL Q2 Profit Rises 
3.8% to ₹2,694 Crore

FMCG giant Hindustan 
Unilever Ltd (HUL) reported 
a 3.8% rise in its consolidated 
net profit for the second quar-
ter ending September 2025. 
The company’s net profit 
climbed to ₹2,694 crore, up 
from ₹2,595 crore during the 
same quarter last year, ac-
cording to a regulatory filing 
released on October 23.

HUL’s revenue for the quar-
ter also saw growth, increas-
ing by 2.1% to ₹16,034 crore 
compared to the year-ago pe-
riod. The modest rise in rev-
enue and profit reflects 
steady performance amid a 
competitive and inflationary 
market environment.

The company’s board ap-
proved an interim dividend 
of  ₹19 per share for the fiscal 
year 2025-26, underscoring 
HUL’s commitment to re-
warding shareholders amid 
consistent earnings growth.

HUL, one of  India’s leading 
fast-moving consumer goods 
companies, operates across 
diverse product categories in-
cluding personal care, home 
care, and foods. Its steady 
quarterly results suggest re-
silience in the face of  fluctu-
ating raw material costs and 
changing consumer demand.

The company continues to 
focus on innovation and mar-
ket expansion to drive sus-
tainable growth. HUL’s per-
formance in Q2 also signals 
confidence in navigating 
macroeconomic challenges, 
maintaining market share, 
and tapping into evolving 
consumer trends.

Industry experts view 
HUL’s steady profit and rev-
enue growth as a positive 
sign for the FMCG sector, in-
dicating underlying demand 
strength despite economic 
uncertainties.

With its robust portfolio 
and strategic initiatives, 
HUL remains well-positioned 
to capitalize on long-term 
growth opportunities in In-
dia’s vast consumer market.

The company is expected 
to maintain focus on cost ef-
ficiencies and digital trans-
formation as it gears up for 
the remainder of  the fiscal 
year.

HUL’s second-quarter re-
sults come at a time when 
FMCG companies are adapt-
ing to shifting consumer 
preferences and inflationary 
pressures, making these fig-
ures a closely watched indi-
cator for the sector.

Rupee Strengthens by 13 Paise to 87.80 Against US 
Dollar in Early Trade

The Indian rupee ap-
preciated by 13 paise to 
trade at 87.80 against the 
U.S. dollar in early trade 
on Thursday, October 23, 
2025. Market partici-
pants attributed the 
gain to positive develop-
ments surrounding the 
U.S.-India trade deal, 
coupled with strong for-

eign fund inflows and 
upbeat domestic equity 
markets.

Forex traders high-
lighted that increased 
foreign investment in-
flows into Indian mar-
kets, alongside a broad-
er risk-on sentiment 
globally, helped boost 
investor confidence and 

supported the rupee’s 
upward momentum. 
The ongoing optimism 
around trade relations 
between the U.S. and In-
dia has played a key role 
in improving market 
sentiment and strength-
e n i n g  t h e  l o c a l 
currency.

In addition to the 

trade deal, domestic eq-
uities saw positive 
trends during the initial 
trade session, with 
benchmark indices like 
Sensex and Nifty rising 
sharply, further encour-
aging foreign portfolio 
investors to pour money 
into Indian assets. This 
inflow of  foreign capital 

is a critical factor that 
has underpinned the ru-
pee’s gains in recent 
sessions.

The rupee’s apprecia-
tion is also seen as part 
of  a global risk-on envi-
ronment, where inves-
tors are willing to take 
on more risk amid hopes 
for easing geopolitical 

tensions and improved 
economic prospects. 
This positive risk appe-
tite has benefited emerg-
ing market currencies, 
including the Indian 
rupee.

Currency analysts 
note that while the ru-
pee remains influenced 
by multiple external fac-
tors such as crude oil 
prices,  U.S .  dol lar 
strength, and global eco-
nomic conditions, the 
current positive trajec-
tory reflects growing 
confidence in India’s 
economic outlook and 
trade diplomacy.

Overall,  the early 
trade session’s gain in 
the rupee marks a con-
tinuation of  cautious op-
timism in the financial 
markets, supported by 
improving bilateral ties 
and steady foreign 
investments.

Traders will continue 
to watch global cues and 
domestic developments 
closely to gauge the ru-
pee’s trajectory in the 
coming days.

Infosys Promoters to Skip 
₹18,000 Crore Share 

Buyback

Infosys Ltd announced that 
its promoters and promoter 
group will not participate in 
the company’s ₹18,000 crore 
share buyback program, the 
largest buyback the tech gi-
ant has undertaken to date. 
The company revealed this in 
a stock market filing on 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025.

Infosys plans to buy back 10 
crore shares at an average 
price of  ₹1,800 per share, 
marking its fifth buyback in 
the last decade. This signifi-
cant move reflects the com-
pany’s strong cash position 
and confidence in its long-
term prospects.

However, the promoters — 
i n c l u d i n g  S u d h a  G o -
palakrishnan, wife of  co-
founder Kris Gopalakrishnan, 
who holds the largest promot-
er stake with 9,53,57,000 
shares — have chosen not to 
participate in this buyback 
exercise. The company clari-
fied that promoter-held 
shares were excluded when 
calculating the entitlement 
ratio for the buyback.

This decision means that 
only non-promoter share-
holders are eligible to tender 
their shares in the buyback, 

potentially increasing the 
percentage of  shares bought 
back from the public and in-
stitutional investors.

Share buybacks are a com-
mon way for companies to re-
turn capital to shareholders, 
often signaling confidence in 
the firm’s future performance 
and improving key financial 
metrics like earnings per 
share (EPS).

Infosys’ buyback comes 
amid a phase of  robust busi-
ness performance and growth 
in the IT sector, with the com-
pany continuously expanding 
its global client base and digi-
tal services portfolio.

Market analysts view the 
buyback positively, suggest-
ing it could provide support 
to Infosys’ stock price while 
delivering direct returns to 
shareholders.

Investors will closely watch 
the buyback process and its 
impact on the stock, as well as 
any further corporate actions 
from Infosys in the near term.

The company’s announce-
ment underscores its commit-
ment to prudent capital man-
agement while maintaining 
f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  f u t u r e 
investments.
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From Ashes to Wine: Canary Islanders Turn 
Volcano Ruins into Liquid Gold

In the Canary Is-
lands of  Spain, where 
volcanic eruptions 
once  scorched the 
earth and left vast 
stretches covered in 
black ash, locals have 
accomplished some-
thing extraordinary. 
What was once a sym-
bol of  destruction has 
now become the foun-
dation of  one of  the 
world’s most unique 
wine cultures.

On the islands of  
Lanzarote and Tener-
ife, grapevines grow in 
soil enriched by vol-
canic minerals, pro-
d u c i n g  w i n e s  r e -
n o w n e d  f o r  t h e i r 
distinct flavour and 
rarity. This transfor-
mation didn’t happen 
overnight. Islanders 
have cultivated this 
harsh terrain for cen-
turies, digging pits 
into the volcanic ash 
to plant grapevines, 
shielding them from 
strong Atlantic winds 
while allowing them to 
absorb the rich nutri-
ents hidden beneath 
the surface.

This method of  viti-
culture is as practical 
as it is poetic. The ash 

retains moisture and 
re gulates tempera-
ture, creating ideal 

conditions for grape 
growing in an other-
wise unforgiving cli-

m at e.  T h e  re s u l t ? 
Wines with unmatched 
minerality, complexi-

ty, and a story as deep 
a s  t h e  l ava  f i e l d s 
themselves.

In 2024 alone, the Ca-
nary Islands produced 
around 3.5 million li-
tres of  wine, much of  
which was exported to 
Europe and the Ameri-
cas. These wines, often 
described as earthy, vi-
brant, and full of  char-
acter, are increasingly 
sought after by con-
noisseurs and collec-
tors alike.

L o c a l s  t a k e  i m -
mense pride in this 
legacy—turning dev-
astation into opportu-
nity. What once buried 
their homes and farm-
lands now sustains 
their economy and 
p r e s e r v e s  t h e i r 
culture.

The vineyards of  the 
Canary Islands are a 
testament to human 
resilience and ingenu-
ity. They remind the 
world that even in the 
wake of  natural disas-
ters, there is room for 
rebirth—sometimes, 
even in a bottle of  vol-
canic wine.

British Vlogger’s Viral Video Slams Trash Crisis 
at Indian Tourist Spot

A British travel vlogger 
has sparked a heated con-
versation online after post-
ing a candid video exposing 
the severe littering problem 
at a tourist hotspot in India. 
The video, shared on Insta-
gram by content creator 
Alex, has gone viral with 
nearly 80,000 views and 
hundreds of  comments, 
many supporting his frus-
tration over the country’s 
growing waste issue.

While travelling between 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong 
in West Bengal, Alex visited 
the scenic Lover’s View-
point—a location known for 
its breathtaking river con-
fluence and natural beauty. 
However, what greeted him 
was a familiar sight: heaps 
of  trash scattered by care-
less tourists.

“It just frustrates the sh*t 
out of  me,” he said in the 
video. “I keep hearing peo-
ple say, ‘Come to the moun-
tains in India, that’s where 
the true beauty is.’ But it’s 
the same here—the same 
treatment of  the land. May-
be there’s no hope.”

In the now-viral clip, Alex 
points out the contradiction 
between the natural beauty 
of  the location and the irre-
sponsible behavior of  visi-
tors. “There’s always going 
to be trash where there are 
people. And I guarantee 

you, there’s a bin super 
close. You are only trashing 
your own country,”  he 
added.

The video,  captioned 
“When will it end India”, 
has resonated with many 
viewers who praised Alex 

for calling out the issue so 
bluntly. “Thanks for raising 
awareness,” commented 
one user. Others echoed his 
sentiments,  calling for 
stricter enforcement and 
public responsibility.

As India continues to pro-

mote tourism both domesti-
cally and globally, Alex’s 
video is a stark reminder 
that preserving the coun-
try’s natural beauty must be 
a shared responsibility—
not just for locals but for all 
who travel through it.

Microsoft Unveils MAI-Image-1, Its First In-House AI Image 
Generator

Microsoft has introduced 
its first natively developed 
image generation model, 
MAI-Image-1, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in its gen-
erative AI journey. The an-
nouncement was made via 
the company’s official news-
room post on Monday.

MAI-Image-1 is part of  Mi-
crosoft’s MAI (Microsoft AI) 
initiative, which focuses on 
building purpose-built mod-
els for enhanced integration 
within its products. The 
model debuted on the public 
AI leaderboard LMArena, 
where it ranked 9th among 

top-performing text-to-im-
age models. Although still in 
pre-release testing, the mod-
el’s performance has already 
attracted attention.

This release follows a 
string of  in-house AI devel-
opments by Microsoft this 
year. In July, the company 

unveiled MAI Diagnostic Or-
chestrator (MAI-DxO), de-
signed for medical diagno-
sis,  and in August ,  i t 
launched MAI-Voice-1, a 
voice generation model 
praised for its natural and 
expressive speech output.

While Microsoft hasn’t re-

leased technical specifica-
tions for MAI-Image-1, it em-
phasized the model’s ability 
to generate high-quality 
photorealistic images—in-
cluding lighting effects, 
landscapes, and dynamic 
visuals. The company claims 
the model is faster than 
many existing large-scale 
models, making it more effi-
cient for everyday use.

Microsoft says its goal is 
not to compete in the race 
for general-purpose mega-
models, but to build AI tai-
lored for real-world appli-
cations. MAI-Image-1 is 
expected to be integrated 
soon into Microsoft’s Copi-
lot and Bing Image Crea-
tor, bringing advanced cre-
ative tools to a broader 
audience.

The model was trained us-
ing carefully selected data-
sets and underwent rigor-
ous evaluations, focusing 
on real-world use cases. Mi-
crosoft also incorporated 
feedback from professionals 
in the creative industries to 
refine its performance.

As competition in genera-
tive AI intensifies, MAI-Im-
age-1 represents Microsoft’s 
growing independence in 
AI innovation, moving be-
yond partnerships and into 
proprietary development 
that aligns with its product 
ecosystem.

Google Launches 
$15-Billion AI Hub 
in Visakhapatnam

In a major boost to India’s 
growing tech ecosystem, Goog-
le has announced the launch of  
a $15-billion Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) hub in Visakhapat-
nam, Andhra Pradesh. The ini-
tiative aims to drive AI-led 
innovation, research, and eco-
nomic growth across the 
country.

The announcement was 
made by Google CEO Sundar 
Pichai during a virtual ad-
dress, where he emphasized the 
importance of  inclusive AI de-
velopment and India’s role in 
shaping the future of  technol-
ogy. “India has always been a 
global talent hub. With this new 
AI centre in Visakhapatnam, 
we aim to empower local talent, 
collaborate with academic in-
stitutions, and create scalable 
AI solutions for real-world chal-
lenges,” said Pichai.

The AI hub will focus on sev-
eral key sectors, including 
healthcare, agriculture, educa-
tion, and climate tech. Google 
plans to partner with Indian 
startups, researchers, and gov-
ernment bodies to build tools 

that are socially impactful and 
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  d i v e r s e 
communities.

According to early reports, 
the facility will also house ad-
vanced research labs, training 
centers, and incubation pro-
grams for AI startups. Thou-
sands of  jobs are expected to be 
created, both directly and indi-
rectly, through this long-term 
investment.

Andhra Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
welcomed the move, calling it a 
historic milestone for the state. 
“This will put Andhra Pradesh 
on the global AI map and pro-
vide our youth with access to 
world-class opportunities,” he 
said.

This strategic investment re-
flects Google’s larger vision of  
making AI helpful for everyone, 
especially in emerging markets 
like India. With Visakhapat-
nam now set to become a major 
AI innovation hub, the project 
is seen as a pivotal step in ad-
vancing India’s digital trans-
formation on a global stage.

Own iPhone 17 Pro Max for 
₹7,670/Month, Upgrade to 

iPhone 18 Next Year

Apple enthusiasts in India 
can now own the latest iPhone 
17 Pro Max at just ₹7,670 per 
month, thanks to a new up-
grade program introduced in 
partnership with select retail-
ers and finance partners. The 
offer makes it easier for users 
to experience Apple’s flagship 
device without bearing the full 
upfront cost.

The iPhone 17 Pro Max, 
launched in September 2025, 
features the powerful A19 Pro 
chipset, a stunning Super Reti-
na XDR display, and a 48MP tri-
ple rear camera setup designed 
for pro-grade photography and 
video recording. With this EMI 
plan, customers can enjoy the 
premium smartphone with 
minimal initial payment.

What makes the deal even 
more attractive is the guaran-
teed upgrade option. Custom-
ers enrolled in the program 
will have the opportunity to up-
grade to the upcoming iPhone 
18 in 12 months by simply trad-
ing in their iPhone 17 Pro Max, 

provided the device is in good 
working condition.

The financing scheme is 
available through major retail-
ers, Apple Authorised Resell-
ers, and select online platforms. 
The ₹7,670 monthly EMI typi-
cally spans 12 to 24 months de-
pending on the plan chosen, 
with the upgrade window kick-
ing in after the first year. No-
cost EMI options and bundled 
device protection plans are also 
being offered.

This move is expected to 
boost Apple’s market penetra-
tion in India, where high up-
front costs often discourage us-
ers from buying flagship 
devices. By offering a subscrip-
tion-style model, Apple is mak-
ing its premium smartphones 
more accessible while also lock-
ing in customer loyalty with 
yearly upgrades.

For those seeking the best of  
Apple without a steep one-time 
investment, this could be the 
smartest way to get on board—
and stay upgraded.
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England Aim to End Long Ashes Drought in 
Australia

As the 2025 Ashes series 
prepares to kick off  on Fri-
day, November 21, in Perth, 
anticipation is building 
around whether England 
can finally break their long-
standing drought on Aus-
tralian soil. The last time 
England won an Ashes Test 
series in Australia was dur-
ing the 2010–11 tour, and 
since then, Australia has 
maintained a dominant un-
beaten run at home.

Ahead of  the first Test, 
captains Steve Smith and 
Ben Stokes posed with the 
Waterford Crystal Ashes 
Trophy in Perth, marking 
the beginning of  what 
promises to be a fiercely 
contested series. The rival-
ry has been simmering 
since the dramatic and con-
tentious 2023 Ashes in Eng-
land, which was marred by 
heated exchanges, contro-
versial dismissals and in-
tense scrutiny of  both 
teams’ tactics.

England, led by Stokes, 
capped off  the 2023 series 
with a victory at The Oval. 
However, the win was not 
enough to reclaim the urn, 
as Australia had already se-
cured the advantage by win-

ning the first two Tests and 
drawing the fourth. That se-
ries left England with re-
newed belief  in their ag-
gressive “Bazball” approach 
but also exposed vulnerabil-
ities they must address in 
Australian conditions.

The 2025 challenge looks 
even steeper. Australia en-

ters the series with a squad 
that many have labelled age-
ing and somewhat under-
strength, but their home re-
cord remains formidable. 
With experienced cam-
paigners like Smith, Mar-
nus Labuschagne and Pat 
Cummins still forming the 
backbone of  the team, Aus-

tralia aims to extend its 
dominance and silence con-
cerns about its depth.

England, on the other 
hand, arrive with a clear 
mission: to end a 14-year 
drought and prove their at-
tacking brand of  cricket can 
succeed on the fastest, 
bounciest pitches in the 

world. With Stokes at the 
helm and a motivated squad 
behind him, the visitors be-
lieve this could finally be 
the year they rewrite 
history.

The stage is set in Perth 
as cricket’s most storied ri-
valry resumes with high ex-
pectations and renewed fire.

South Africa A Defeat India A by 73 Runs in Final Un-
official ODI

South Africa A ended 
their three-match unofficial 
ODI series on a high by de-
feating India A by 73 runs in 
the third and final game at 
the Niranjan Shah Stadium 
in Rajkot on Wednesday. De-
spite India A having already 
sealed the series 2–1, the 
visitors delivered a domi-

nant performance to avoid a 
whitewash.

Opting to bat first, South 
Africa A got off  to a dream 
start as openers Lhuan-dre 
Pretorius and Rivaldo 
Moonsamy stitched togeth-
er a massive 241-run open-
ing partnership. Pretorius 
was the star performer, 

smashing a brilliant 123 off  
98 deliveries with nine fours 
and six sixes, earning him 
the Player of  the Match 
award. Moonsamy comple-
mented him with a com-
posed 107 off  130 balls, strik-
ing 13 boundaries and two 
sixes.

After the dismissal of  the 

openers, India A bowlers 
managed to pull things back 
and restricted South Africa 
A to 325/6 in 50 overs. 
Khaleel Ahmed (2/82), 
Prasidh Krishna (2/52) and 
Harshit Rana (2/47) were 
among the wickets for the 
hosts.

Chasing a challenging 

target, India A faltered early 
as openers Ruturaj Gaik-
wad (25) and Abhishek 
Sharma (11) failed to pro-
vide stability at the top. Cap-
tain Tilak Varma (11) and 
Riyan Parag (17) also fell 
cheaply, leaving India A 
struggling at 82/4 within 
the first 17 overs.

A resilient fifth-wicket 
partnership between Ishan 
Kishan and Ayush Badoni 
revived hopes. Kishan 
scored a gritty 53 off  67 
balls, while Badoni added 
an equally impressive 66 off  
66 deliveries. Their 88-run 
stand kept India A in the 
hunt, but South Africa A 
struck back with crucial 
breakthroughs.

South Africa A’s disci-
plined bowling attack 
proved decisive, bundling 
out India A for 252 in 49.1 
overs. Nqabayomzi Peter 
led the attack with figures 
of  4/48,  while Tshepo 
Moreki (3/58), Bjorn For-
tuin (2/48) and Delano Pot-
gieter (1/23) contributed 
effectively to secure a con-
vincing victory.

Italy Storm Into Davis Cup Semi-Finals After 
Dominant Win Over Austria

Italy advanced to the 
semi-finals of  the Davis 
Cup with a commanding 
performance against Aus-
tria, winning both singles 
matches on Wednesday in 
front of  an energetic home 
crowd at the Super Tennis 
Arena in Bologna. Despite 
missing top stars Jannik 
Sinner and Lorenzo Muset-
ti—both ranked inside the 
world’s top 10—the defend-
ing champions showcased 
depth and determination to 
secure a 2–0 lead, rendering 
t h e  d o u b l e s  m a t c h 
unnecessary.

Matteo Berrettini, re-
turning to form after recur-
ring injury setbacks, deliv-
ered a strong opening win 
against Jurij Rodionov. The 
former Wimbledon finalist 
triumphed 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) in 
one hour and 35 minutes. 
Berrettini briefly trailed 
2-5 in the second set, a pe-
riod that also saw play halt-
ed for 30 minutes due to a 
lighting malfunction. How-
ever, the Italian star re-
gained momentum, saving 
three set points and forcing 
a tie-break, which he won 
convincingly to put Italy 
ahead.

Flavio Cobolli followed 
Berrettini’s lead with an 

equally dominant display, 
defeating Austria’s top-
ranked player Filip Misolic 
6-1, 6-3. Cobolli, ranked 
22nd in the world, con-
trolled the match from the 
outset with aggressive 
baseline play and sharp 

movement, ensuring Italy 
sealed the tie without need-
ing the doubles encounter.

As a result, Simone Bolel-
li and Andrea Vavassori 
were not required to take 
the court against Austria’s 
Alexander Erler and Lucas 

Miedler.
Italy will now face Bel-

gium in the semi-finals as 
they continue their cam-
paign to defend the Davis 
Cup title. The remaining 
semi-final spots will be de-
cided when Argentina meet 

Germany and Spain face 
the Czech Republic. Spain 
will be without world No. 1 
Carlos Alcaraz, who with-
drew on Tuesday due to a 
hamstring injury, adding 
further intrigue to the up-
coming clashes.

Hakimi Creates History 
with African Footballer of 

the Year Win

Paris Saint-Germain star 
Achraf  Hakimi etched his name 
into African football history af-
ter being crowned the African 
Footballer of  the Year at the 
2025 CAF Awards held in Rabat 
on Wednesday. The Moroccan 
full-back achieved a remarkable 
milestone, becoming the first 
defender in 52 years to win the 
prestigious honour, finishing 
ahead of  Liverpool’s Mohamed 
Salah and Nigerian striker Vic-
tor Osimhen in the final 
voting.

Hakimi enjoyed a sensational 
2025 season with PSG, lifting 
four major titles — the UEFA 
Champions League, Ligue 1, 
Coupe de France and the UEFA 
Super Cup. His consistent bril-
liance on both ends of  the pitch 
made him one of  the standout 
players in world football. He is 
the first Moroccan to win the 
award since Mustapha Hadji 
claimed it in 1998, and the first 
defender to do so since Zaire’s 
Bwanga Tshimen in 1973.

Speaking after receiving the 
award, an emotional Hakimi 
said it was a proud moment not 

just for him but for all aspiring 
African footballers. “This tro-
phy is not just for me, but for all 
the strong men and women 
dreaming of  becoming football-
ers in Africa,” he said. He also 
expressed gratitude to those 
who supported him throughout 
his journey from childhood to 
the world stage.

Morocco shone brightly at the 
awards ceremony, securing mul-
tiple honours across categories. 
Saudi-based striker Ghizlane 
Chebbak was named Women’s 
Footballer of  the Year, while Al-
Hilal goalkeeper Yassine Bou-
nou clinched the Men’s Goal-
keeper of  the Year award. 
Nigeria’s Chiamaka Nnadozie 
continued her dominance by 
winning the Women’s Goalkeep-
er of  the Year honour for the 
third consecutive time, follow-
ing her move to Brighton & 
Hove Albion.

Cape Verde coach Bubista was 
recognised as Coach of  the Year 
for leading the nation to its first-
ever FIFA World Cup qualifica-
tion, marking a historic mo-
ment for the island country.

Jaismine, Nikhat Advance 
to World Boxing Cup 

Finals

Greater Noida: India’s boxing 
stars Jaismine Lamboria and 
Nikhat Zareen booked their 
spots in the finals of  the World 
Boxing Cup 2025 with dominant 
performances in their respective 
semifinal bouts at the Shaheed 
Vijay Singh Pathik Indoor Sta-
dium on Wednesday.

Jaismine, the reigning world 
champion in the 57kg category, 
faced Kazakhstan’s Ulzhan 
Sarsenbek, a former Asian youth 
gold medallist. Despite starting 
her campaign later than most, 
Jaismine showcased her class 
and experience,  defeating 
Sarsenbek convincingly with a 
5-0 scoreline. Her precise combi-
nations, swift footwork, and tac-
tical control of  the ring left little 
room for her opponent to mount 
a challenge.

In the 51kg category, former 
world champion Nikhat Zareen 
also advanced with a command-
ing 5-0 victory over Gulsevar 
Ganieva, the 2022 World youth 
champion. Nikhat, known for 
her aggressive style and sharp 
counterpunching, dominated all 
rounds, demonstrating her read-

iness to reclaim the top spot in 
her weight division.

With these wins, India now has 
a strong presence in the title 
rounds, with a total of  15 Indian 
boxers still in contention for 
medals across different catego-
ries. Alongside Jaismine and 
Nikhat, six more Indian pugi-
lists progressed to the finals on 
Wednesday, highlighting the 
country’s growing strength in in-
ternational women’s boxing.

The World Boxing Cup Finals 
have attracted top talent from 
around the globe, but India’s per-
formance so far reflects a blend 
of  skill, preparation, and deter-
mination. Both Jaismine and 
Nikhat will now focus on their 
final bouts, aiming to bring 
home gold for the host nation.

The championship promises 
exciting showdowns in the com-
ing days, with Indian boxers 
looking to capitalize on home ad-
vantage and continue the coun-
try’s impressive run in the tour-
nament.  Fans are eagerly 
anticipating the finals, where the 
nation’s top fighters will battle 
for the coveted World Cup titles.
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Homebound to Stream on Netflix from November 21

Homebound, India’s 
official entry for the 
98th Academy Awards 
in the Best Interna-
tional Feature Film 
category, is set to make 
its digital debut on 
Netflix tomorrow, No-
vember 21. Produced 
by Karan Johar and di-
rected by acclaimed 
f i l m m a ke r  N e e r a j 

Ghaywan, the film fea-
tures Ishaan Khatter, 
Vishal Jethwa and 
Janhvi Kapoor in lead 
roles. Despite strong 
critical acclaim, the 
movie struggled to per-
form at the box office, 
leaving its theatrical 
run short-lived.

Netflix officially an-
nounced the film’s 

streaming date earlier 
today, much to the ex-
citement of  cinephiles 
who have been waiting 
to catch the Oscar-con-
tending drama. The 
OTT release is expect-
ed to give the film the 
visibility it missed 
during its theatrical 
o u t i n g ,  e s p e c i a l ly 
a m o n g  g l o b a l 

audiences.
Karan Johar, speak-

ing about the film’s un-
derwhelming box-of-
f i c e  p e r f o r m a n c e, 
expressed disappoint-
ment and admitted 
that he might recon-
sider producing films 
like Homebound in the 
future. The filmmaker 
also faced criticism 

from the public, who 
felt the movie did not 
receive adequate mar-
keting or a strategic 
release, which may 
have affected its com-
mercial fate.

Homebound earned 
international recogni-
tion long before its the-
atrical release in In-
d i a .  T h e  f i l m 

premiered in the Un 
Certain Regard section 
at the Cannes Film 
Festival 2025, where it 
received a remarkable 
nine-minute standing 
ovation. It later went 
on to become the sec-
ond runner-up for the 
International People’s 
Choice Award. The 
momentum continued 
at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival 
(TIFF) 2025, where the 
film received yet an-
other standing ovation 
f o r  i t s  p o w e r f u l 
storytelling.

The narrative delves 
into caste and reli-
gious prejudices that 
shape the lives of  
m a n y  i n  I n d i a . 
Through the journey 
of  two friends, the film 
explores their strug-
gles, resilience and de-
ter mination to rise 
above societal barri-
ers. With its timely 
themes and critical ac-
claim, Homebound is 
poised to attract sig-
nificant viewership on 
Netflix, potentially 
reaching a much wider 
audience worldwide.

Kodama Simham Re-Release Turns 
Special for Chiranjeevi

Upasana Konidela Sparks Debate Over Egg Freezing Advice at 
IIT Hyderabad

Upendra Says He Joined 
AKT for Fans’ Love

The upcoming Ram Poth-
ineni–Bhagyashri Borse star-
rer Andhra King Taluka con-
t i n u e s  t o  b u i l d  s t r o n g 
momentum as its promotional 
campaign intensifies. Follow-
ing an impressive trailer 
launch in Kurnool—highlight-
ed by a grand drone show—the 
makers have now unveiled the 
Kannada version of  the trail-
er. Kannada star Upendra, 
who plays a key role in the 
film, graced the event and 
shared his thoughts with the 
media.

Ram Pothineni, speaking at 
the launch, described Andhra 
King Taluka as a film driven 
entirely by emotion. He said 
the team poured their heart 
into crafting a story that 
blends various emotions into 
a heartfelt narrative. Ram also 
expressed gratitude for the op-
portunity to share the screen 
with Upendra, noting that he 
connected with him not just as 
a co-star but as a person. He 
praised Upendra’s support 
and the warmth he brought to 
the set.

Upendra, in return, revealed 
that he accepted the film pri-
marily out of  love for his fans, 
who have always shown him 
immense affection. He ap-
plauded Ram Pothineni for his 
boundless energy and remark-
able ability to carry intense 
emotional scenes. Sharing his 
experience after watching the 
film, Upendra said he was 
deeply moved by Ram’s por-
trayal of  Sagar’s character 
and admitted he did not expect 
such a wholesome and heart-
felt film. He even remarked 
that he became a fan of  Ram 
a f t e r  w i t n e s s i n g  h i s 
performance.

Expressing confidence in 
the film’s theatrical prospects, 
Upendra praised director Ma-
hesh Babu P for crafting a 
warm, engaging screenplay 
rooted in a novel concept. He 
also thanked Mythri Movie 
Makers for backing a project 
with such emotional depth.

With high expectations and 
widespread buzz, Andhra 
King Taluka is all set for its 
grand release on November 27.

Keerthy Suresh Speaks 
Out Against AI-Morphed 

Images

Chennai: Popular actress 
Keerthy Suresh has raised her 
voice against the misuse of  
artificial intelligence, follow-
ing the circulation of  AI-mor-
phed images of  her on social 
media. The actress described 
the situation as both “hurt-
ing” and “irritating” during a 
press conference in Chennai 
on Wednesday.

“AI has become a huge is-
sue. It has turned into both a 
boon and a bane,” Keerthy 
said. “Humans created tech-
nology, but we are gradually 
losing control over it. On so-
cial media, I am often shocked 
to see my photos in suggestive 
outfits and wonder if  I ever 
wore them because they look 
that real.”

The actress recounted a re-
cent incident where an image 
of  her, taken during a movie 
puja, was altered using AI to 
appear vulgar from a different 
angle. “For a moment, I was 
confused and then realized I 
never posed like that. It is defi-
nitely irritating and deeply 
hurting,” she added.

Keerthy’s statement comes 
amid growing concerns over 
AI-powered deepfake content, 

which has increasingly tar-
geted celebrities. Leading ac-
tors, including Katrina Kaif, 
Alia Bhatt, and Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas, have previous-
ly fallen victim to similar mis-
use, with morphed images 
and videos spreading rapidly 
online.

In a notable case in Novem-
ber 2023, a deepfake video of  
Rashmika Mandanna went vi-
ral. The actor called the inci-
dent “extremely scary,” and 
authorities later arrested the 
individual responsible in Jan-
uary 2024.  Experts have 
warned that as AI tools be-
come more sophisticated, the 
creation of  hyper-realistic 
manipulated content poses se-
rious risks to privacy, reputa-
tion, and mental health.

Keerthy’s candid remarks 
highlight the urgent need for 
stronger regulations and 
awareness around AI-generat-
ed content. Celebrities and or-
dinary users alike face the 
challenge of  navigating a digi-
tal space where technology 
can distort reality with alarm-
ing ease, making legal and so-
cial safeguards increasingly 
critical.
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Megastar Chiranjee-
vi is reliving a wave of  
nostalgia as his iconic 
cowboy-action enter-
tainer Kodama Sim-
ham gears up for its 
grand re-release on 
November 21. Origi-
nally released in 1990, 
the film holds a unique 
place in Telugu cine-
ma for its adventurous 
Western setting, and 
fans are looking for-
ward to experiencing 
it once again on the 
big screen.

Ahead of  the re-re-
lease, the film has un-
dergone a complete, 
high-quality restora-
tion. The team has up-
graded Kodama Sim-
ham to pristine 4K 
resolut ion,  paired 
with enhanced 5.1 sur-
round sound to offer 
an immersive theatri-
cal experience. Each 
frame has been care-
fully cleaned, sharp-
ened and color-graded 
to revive the film’s 
original visual rich-
ness while ensuring it 
meets modern cine-
matic standards. The 
r e s t o r e d  v e r s i o n 
promises sharper im-
agery, vibrant colors 

and powerful audio, 
giving both long-time 
fans and new audienc-
es a chance to enjoy 
the film like never 
before.

C h i r a n j e e v i  e x -
pressed heartfelt joy 
as he revisited memo-
ries associated with 
the film. He shared 

that Kodama Simham 
remains one of  his 
personal favourites, 
not only because of  its 
distinctive genre but 
also because it was a 
f i l m  h i s  s o n  R a m 
Charan loved during 
c h i l d h o o d .  T h e 
Megastar fondly re-
membered working 

with the film’s strong 
ensemble cast, which 
included Radha, Son-
a m ,  K a i k a l a 
Satyanarayana and 
several other notable 
actors who contribut-
ed to the film’s endur-
ing charm.

He also recalled his 
on-screen collabora-

t i o n  w i t h  M o h a n 
Babu, whose antago-
nist role added both 
intensity and enter-
tainment to the narra-
tive. According to Chi-
r a n j e e v i ,  M o h a n 
Babu’s balanced por-
trayal brought a per-
fect mix of  villainy 
and fun, elevating the 

f i l m ’ s  d r a m a t i c 
impact.

With fans eagerly 
awaiting the release, 
Kodama Simham is set 
to gallop back into cin-
emas with renewed 
grandeur, promising a 
nostalgic celebration 
of  the beloved Mega 
Cowboy era.

Upasana Kamineni 
Konidela, entrepre-
neur and wife of  actor 
R a m  C h a r a n ,  h a s 
sparked a nationwide 
debate after advising 
women students at IIT 
Hyderabad to “freeze 
eggs” to prioritize ca-
reers and plan mother-
hood on their terms.

Her remarks, shared 
in a video on X, quickly 
went viral, attracting 
criticism from doctors, 
influencers, and social 
media users. Critics ar-
gued that her advice ig-
nored biological limits, 
the emotional stress of  
fertility treatments, 
and the high costs of  
procedures like IVF 
and egg freezing. Ob-
s t e t r i c i a n  R a j e s h 
Parikh noted, “IVF 
costs lakhs per cycle. 
Egg free zing costs 
lakhs upfront plus an-
nual storage charges. 
Most young women 
can’t afford even one 
attempt.” Dr. Sunita 

Sayammagaru also 
highlighted that egg 
freezing does not guar-
antee a successful 
pregnancy.

In response, Upasana 
took to X, calling the 
backlash a “healthy de-
bate” and clarifying 
her intentions. “I’m 
happy to have sparked 
a healthy debate & 
thank you for your re-
spectful responses. 
Stay tuned as I voice 
my opinions on the 
pleasures/pressures of  
privilege,” she wrote, 
encouraging followers 
to review the factual in-
formation she shared.

Upasana also shared 
her personal experi-
ence, stating she mar-
ried at 27, froze her 
eggs at 29, welcomed 
her first child at 36, and 
is now expecting twins 
at 39. “For me, mar-
riage and career are 
not competing priori-
ties—they are equally 
meaningful parts of  a 

fulfilled life. But I de-
cide  the  t imeline! 
That’s not privilege, 
it’s my right!” she 
added.

Her initial statement 
during the session—
“The biggest insurance 

for women is to freeze 
their eggs… when you 
are financially inde-
pendent”—drew mixed 
reactions. Some lauded 
it  as  empowering, 
while others criticized 
it as impractical for 

most women. Entrepre-
neurs like Zoho found-
er Sridhar Vembu en-
c o u r a g e d  e a r l i e r 
marriage and parent-
hood, citing social 
responsibility.

The debate under-

scores ongoing discus-
sions around women’s 
career choices, fertility, 
and the balance be-
tween privilege and 
practical realities in 
I n d i a ’ s  e v o l v i n g 
workplace.


