www.truepointnews.com

x] fJoJo)
POINTS |

Uz

AP Targets
160 GW
renewable

energy,
Signs MoU

02

TRUE

PRGI REGISTRATION NO. “TGENG/25/A2485” CJ I Gavai LaUdS And h ra

Pradesh Government’s
Public Welfare Efforts

N

HYDERABAD | VOL-1 | ISSUE-51 | 17" NOVEMBER 2025 | MONDAY | PAGES 12 | PRICE: ¥ 5 PUBLISHED FROM: V|JAYAWADA + HYDERABAD * DELHI * BENGALURU

CHAIWALABecame PM hecause of
our Constitution-APCM

Chandrababu Naidu
Lauds Ambedkar’s
Vision, Highlights
India’s Economic Rise
at Mangalgiri Event

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 16

angalagiri: An
dhra Pradesh Ch
ief Minister N.
Chandrababu N
aidu paid rich tributes
to Dr. B. R. AmbedKkar,
calling him the “archite
ct of the world’s finest
Constitution,” during a
program held in Man-
galagiri on Sunday to
mark 75 years since the
Indian Constitution ca
me into effect. The eve
nt was organized under
the aegis of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court
Advocates Association,
bringing together judg-
es, advocates, and gov-
ernment officials to
commemorate the land-
mark anniversary.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister
Naidu said that Dr. Am
bedkar’s vision had en-
sured that India remai
ned a strong democracy
where every citizen co
uld rise on merit, irres
pective of background.
“It is because of our
Constitution that some-
one like Chaiwala be-
came the Prime Minis-
ter of the country. This
shows the strength and
inclusiveness of our
democratic system,”
Naidu said, alluding to
the journey of Prime
Minister Narendra Mo
di.

The Chief Minister
highlighted India’s imp

Andhra Pradesh Ch ief
Minister N. Chandrababu N
aidu paid rich tributes to Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, calling him
the “archite ct of the world’s
finest Constitution,” during a
program held in Mangalagiri
on Sunday to mark 75 years
since the Indian Constitution
ca me into effect. The eve nt
was organized under the
aegis of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court Advocates
Association, bringing
together judges, advocates,
and government officials to
commemorate the landmark
anniversary.

ressive economic trans-
formation over the past
decade, crediting struc-
tural reforms and poli-
cy stability. “Economic
reforms have changed

the destiny of the na-
tion. In 2014, India was
ranked as the 11th larg-
est economy. Today, we
have become the fourth
largest,” he noted. Naid

u added that India is po
ised to become the wor
1d’s third largest econo-
my next year, the sec-
ond largest by 2038, and
aims to emerge as the
foremost global econo-
my by the centenary of
independence in 2047.

He emphasized that
these milestones were
achievable only throu
gh continued commit-
ment to reform, innova-
tion, and transparency.
“Our vision must align
with Ambedkar’s drea
m of a prosperous, equi
table, and inclusive In-
dia. Economic progress
should go hand in hand
with social justice,” he
said. Naidu also under-
lined the role of the jud
iciary as a pillar of dem
o cracy, especially d ur-
ing times when demo-
cratic processes face
challenges.

“Whenever democra-

cy derails, it is the judi-
ciary that sets it back
on track. The strength
of our legal system lies
in its independence and
integrity,” he remark
ed.Addressing the evol
ving role of the media,
the Chief Minister ob-
served that technology
has transformed the in-
formation landscape.
“Today, in the social me
dia era, every citizen is
awriter, and every indi-
vidual is an editor,” he
said, cautioning that su
ch democratization of
expression must come
with responsibility.

Naidu expressed con-
cern over the misuse of
social media platforms
for character assassina-
tion and misinforma-
tion. “Using social medi
a for character defama-
tion is unfortunate. We
must use it constructiv
ely to strengthen demo
cracy and public aware-
ness,” he warned. The
event concluded with
advocates and public
representatives reaf-
firming their commit-
ment to constitutional
values and democratic
principles.

The celebration also
featured discussions on
the evolution of Indian
democracy, the rule of
law, and the continuing
relevance of Ambed-
kar’s philosophy in the
21st century.With cha
nts of “Jai Bhim” and
“Long Live the Consti-
tution,” the gathering
reflected on India’s
journey over 75 years
of constitutional gov-
ernance—one anchored
injustice, liberty, equal-
ity, and fraternity.

‘PM Modi-CM Chandrababu Combo: A Super
Hit Fueling Investor
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ijayawada: And

hra Pradesh’s eco-

nomic resurgence

has found a strong
footing under the dyna
mic leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister N. C
handrababu Naidu, ac-
cording to Minister for
Medical and Health, Sa
tya Kumar Yadav. Laud-
ing the success of the 30
th CII Partnership Sum-
mit held in Visakhapat-
nam, the Minister said
the dual leadership has
created a wave of inves-
tor confidence, putting
the state on a fast-growth
track.

The three-day global
summit concluded with
investment proposals wo
rth an impressive 13.25
lakh crore across 12 gro
wth-driving sectors in-
cluding information te
chnology, infrastructure,
manufacturing, health-
care, tourism, and re-
newable energy.

Yadav described the s
ummit as a turning point
in Andhra Pradesh’s in-
dustrial landscape, at-
tributing the record-
breaking interest to the
double-engine growth
model, combining the
Centre’s strategic sup-
port with the State’s ad-
ministrative efficiency.
Highlighting the syner-
gy between PM Modi’s
national vision and CM
Chandrababu’s govern-
ance, Yadav said that

Andhra Pradesh is wit-
nessing renewed global
attention after years of
stagnation.

“PM Modi’s visionary
leadership, along with
Chandrababu Naidu’s
pragmatic and business-
friendly policies, has re-
stored investor confi-
dence and accelerated th
e state’s industrial reviv-
al,” he observed. The Mi
nister emphasized that
the partnership between
the Central and State
governments has rede-
fined the state’s develop-
ment narrative, trans-
forming Andhra Pradesh
into one of India’s most
promising investment
destinations.

PM Modi’s frequent
visits three in the past
year alone reflect the Ce
ntre’s focused commit-
ment to Andhra Prade
sh’s progress, he noted.
These visits included in-
augurations of various
major projects worth
nearly 2.8lakh crore, sp
anning sectors from in-
frastructure to technol-

Confidence in AP’

E

ogy. Among the landma
rk announcements at the
CII Summit is tech giant
Google’s plan to set up
India’s first Artificial In-
telligence (AI) hub out-
side the United States, on
the Visakhapatnam co
ast.

The move is expected
to position Visakhapat-
nam as a global technol-
ogy and innovation hub,
further elevating the
city’s industrial profile.
Other investors too ex-
pressed confidence in
the state’s “Speed of Do-
ing Business” reforms
championed by the Chief
Minister, which have
simplified approval pro-
cesses and accelerated
industrial clearances.
Yadav stated that the
“double-engine” govern-
ance model is not just
driving economic pro-
gress but also inclusive
growth through welfare
initiatives.

He underlined that
schemes under the coali-
tion government’s “Su-
per Six” promises have
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maravati: Chief
Justice of India Ju
stice B.R. Gavailau
ded the Andhra Pra
desh Government for its
initiatives aimed at pro-
moting public health and
welfare. Speaking at a sp
ecial event marking 75 ye
ars of the Indian Consti-
tution, he described the
state’s efforts to ensure a
healthy and prosperous
population as commend-
able. The programme, or-
ganised by the Andhra
Pradesh High Court Ad-
vocates’ Association,
was held at CK Conven-
tion Centre in Amaravati
on Sunday:.

Chief Minister N. Ch
andrababu Naidu attend-
ed the event as guest of h
onour along with Chief J
ustice of Andhra Prade
sh High Court Justice Dh
iraj Singh Thakur, Advo-
cate General Dammala-
pati Srinivas, and sever-
al judges and senior ad
vocates. Justice Gavai de
livered a keynote addre
ss on “India and the Liv-
ing Indian Institution at

75 Years.” Justice Gavai
expressed happiness at
visiting Amaravati for
the first time after be-
coming the Chief Justice
of India, noting the city’s
historic and cultural
significance.

Drawing a personal co
nnection, he menti oned
that his birthplace in
Maharashtra also bears
the name Amaravati,
calling it a meaningful
coincidence that his judi-
cial journey began and
will conclude in places
sharing the same name.
Reflecting on the Consti-
tution’s journey, Justice
Gavai praised its role in
protecting fundamental
rights and promo ting
equality. He urged courts
to remain vigilant in
safeguarding citizens’
rights and emphasized
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s visi
on of achieving social an
d economic equality thr
ough constitutional prin
ciples.

The Constitution, he
said, ensures equal oppo
rtunities for all citizens,
including the empower-
ment of women through
provisions for gender eq
uality.Highlighting the

Supreme Court’s recent
stance on Scheduled Cas
te (SC) categorisation,
Justice Gavai said the
judgment aligns with the
principle of equitable
distribution of benefits.
He supported the idea of
introducing a “creamy
layer” concept within SC
and ST reservations to
ensure fairness.

He recalled the contri-
butions of social reform-
er Jyotirao Phule and Dr.
Ambedkar in fighting
discrimination and pro-
moting women’s rights,
praising the increasing
participation of women
in the legal field. The Ch
ief Justice underscored
the need to raise public
awareness of constitu-
tional rights, noting that
education and opportu-
nity have enabled citi-
zens from diverse back-
grounds to rise to pro
minent national posit
ions.

He cited examples of
Presidents, Prime Minis-
ters, and Speakers from
humble beginnings as
evidence of India’s vi-
brant democracy and in-
clusive governance.

Visakhapatnam Cll Summit Marks a Turning
Point in Andhra Pradesh’s Investment Drive:

vember 16

resonated strongly with
the public, ensuring so-
cial and economic bal-
ance. “With this renewed
momentum, Andhra Pra
desh is set to play a defin-
ing role in India’s mis-
sion to become a develop
ed nation by 2040,” Yadav
asserted.

“The strong coordina-
tion between the Centre
and the State has turned
Andhra Pradesh into a
hotspot for both domes-
tic and global investors,
signaling a new era of pr
osperity. ”Analysts view
the outcome of the Visak
hapatnam summit as a
major vote of confidence
in the state’s policy env
ironment.

With large-scale in-
vestments on the hori-
zon and a visionary roa
dmap in place, Andhra
Pradesh seems poised to
emerge as a growth en-
gine for South India driv-
en by leadership syner-
gy, robust governance,
and unwavering investor
trust.

ijayawada: The
recently conclude
d CII Partnership
Summit in Visak
hapatnam has emerged
as a transformative m
ilestone in Andhra Pra
desh’s industrial and
investment history, ac-
cording to Revenue, Re
gistration, and Stamps
Minister Anagani Sat
ya Prasad. Describing
the summit as “a histo
ric platform that rede-
fined the state’s growth
potential,” helauded th
e vision and leadership
of Chief Minister N. Ch
andrababu Naidu and
IT & Industries Ministe
r Nara Lokesh for steer-
ing the state toward be-
coming one of India’s
most attractive invest-
ment destinations.

The minister high-
lighted that the event
showcased the combi
ned efforts of the Chief
Minister and the Indus-
tries Department in
building global inves-
tor confidence through
transparent govern-
ance, efficient facilita-
tion, and a proactive bu
siness environment. Sa
tya Prasad said that An
dhra Pradesh has disti
nguished itself from ot
her states with its uniq
ue “Speed of Doing Bu
siness” model, which
moves beyond conven-

tional ease-of-doing-b
usiness frameworks by
ensuring swift deci-
sion-making, time-b
ound approvals, and su
pportive infrastructure
development.

According to Satya
Prasad, the summit led
to the signing of invest-
ment agreements wo
rth 13 lakh crore, whic
h are expected to gener-
ate over 16 lakh emplo
yment opportunities ac
ross diverse sectors. He
said these commitme
nts stand as testament
to the trust investors
place in the leadership
of Chief Minister Nai
du and the strategic ini-
tiatives being rolled out
by Minister Nara Lok
esh.

“These investment
figures reflect not only
robust economic confi-
dence but also demon-
strate the government’s
ability to convert visio
n into reality,” he rema
rked.The minister fur-
ther stated that the gov-
ernment’s foresight in
attracting industries
through collaboration
among key departmen
ts ranging from manu-

facturing and renewa-
ble energy to informa-
tion technology and log
istics reflects its strong
administrative coord
ination.

The inclusion of ne
w-age sectors such as el
ectric mobility and gre
en energy has also sig-
naled Andhra Prade
sh’s intent to align indu
strial expansion with
sustainable develop-
ment.Satya Prasad em-
phasized that an out-
standing feature of this
year’s CII Summit was
the equitable distribu-
tion of investment com-
mitments across all
three regions of the st
ate Coastal Andhra, Ra
yalaseema, and North
Andhra. Each district,
he noted, received focu
sed attention with tai-
lored industrial propos-
als designed to match
its geographic and re-
source strengths.

This commitment to
decentralization, he sai
d, underlines Chief Mi
nister Naidu’s govern-
ance principle that bal-
anced growth is essen-
tial for long-term pros
perity. “Even though th

Minister Anagani Satya Prasad
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e summit took place in
Visakhapatnam, the be
nefits will flow evenly
across Andhra Prade
sh,” Satya Prasad ex-
plained, crediting the
coordinated efforts of
both the Chief Minister
and Minister Lokesh
for ensuring state-wide
coverage in industrial
planning.

He added that this ap-
proach reinforces the
administration’s objec-
tive of making every
region a contributor to,
and beneficiary of, the
state’s development tra-
jectory.The minister
concluded by asserting
that the summit’s out-
comes mark the dawn
of anew chapter for An
dhra Pradesh’s econo-
my. With continuous
follow-up mechanisms
and department-level
monitoring of invest-
ment proposals, he ex-
pressed confidence that
the commitments made
will rapidly translate
into operational reali-
ties, paving the way for
a thriving industrial
ecosystem and large-
scale employment gen-
eration across the state.
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Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh Sets 160 GW Re-
newable Energy Target,
Signs Major Clean Ener-
gy MoUs at CIT Summit

Andhra Pradesh has
stepped up its leadership
in India’s green revolu-
tion, setting an ambitio
us goal to contribute 160
GW to the nation’s rene
wable energy capacity.
Announced by Chief Mi
nister Sri N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, this target un-
derlines Andhra Prades
h’s commitment to Prime
Minister Narendra Mo
di’s Panchamrit Vision
and the national drive
for clean energy, econom-
ic sustainability, and cli-
mate action.

At the CII Partnership
Summit held in Visa kha
patnam, the state show-
cased its progress and
future plans in renewa-
ble energy and energy ef-
ficiency, with MoUs wort
h over 5,000 crore signed
between Energy Efficie
ncy Services Limited
(EESL) a joint venture of
Public Sector Undertak-
ings under the Ministry
of Power and various sta

te departments, industri
es, and the tourism sec
tor. The signing ceremo-
ny was attended by dis-
tinguished dignitaries
including state ministers
P. Narayana, Kondapalli
Srinivas, Kandula Dur
gesh, and departmental
secretaries, and was led

ANDRAPRADESH

by EESL CEO Akhilesh
Kumar Dixit.

Renewable Energy
Push

Chief Minister Naidu
reaffirmed Andhra Prad
esh’s intent to fully supp
ort national climate goa
Is declared at the Glasgo
w Climate Summit, inclu

LA

ding reaching 500 GW of
non-fossil fuel power ge
neration capacity by 203
0, meeting half of the na-
tional energy demand
through renewables, re-
ducing carbon emissions
by one billion tons by 203
0, and achieving net zero
emissions by 2070.

Arcibra Pradesh

MAGINIIe .

FPUBLIC FINS

Andhra Pradesh’s pl
anned 160 GW contribu-
tion is expected to make
a significant impact in
meeting these nationwi
de targets and positions
the state as a key player
in India’s clean-energy
transition.

LED Streetlight Initi

ative

A major highlight of
the summit was the an-
nouncement of Andhra
Pradesh’s push to expan
d its LED public lighti ng
program. In collaborati
on with EESL, the state
will install and upgrade
10 lakh LED streetlights
in urban areas, with pla
ns for an additional 7
lakh installations in ru-
ral locales, supplement-
ing the 23 lakh already
deployed.

A recent government
order restoring mainte-
nance responsibilities is
set to further increase ru
ral coverage, aiming for
40 lakh LED streetlights
across the state within
the next two years.This
infrastructure upgrade
is anticipated to dramati-
cally reduce electricity
consumption, peak pow-
er demand, and annual
expenses for local admin-
istrations, while also
lowering maintenance
costs due to the longer
lifespan and reliability
of LEDs.

Environmentally, the
initiative supports sig-
nificant reductions in
greenhouse gas emis-
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sions and energy inten-
sity, fostering more sus-
tainable public infrast
ructure. For citizens, it
means brighter, uniform
lighting, improved safe-
ty, expanded productive
hours in villages, and a
boost to night-time eco-
nomic activity.
Achievements and
Impact
Andhra Pradesh has
already saved 1,980 mil-
lion KkWh of energy and
accrued annual financial
benefits of 1,188 crore by
embracing LED technol-
ogy. EESL’s nationwide
Street Light National Pr
ogramme has generated
impressive results: 1.34
crore LED streetlights
installed, 9 billion kWh
of energy saved, 5,400 cr
ore in cost savin gs, and
areduction of 6.2 million
tons of CO emissions ev
ery year. Andhra Prade
sh’s own footprint ex-
ceeds 30 1lakh LED instal-
lations, underscoring its
contribution to national
energy savings and cli-
mate mitigation.
Geothermal Energy
for Sustainable Tourism
In an innovative move,
EESL has proposed de-

ploying global-standard
geothermal energy sys-
tems in the Araku Valley,
famed for its coffee and
organic produce. These
technologies, tailored for
water and space heating,
promise 50-70% annual
energy savings and a lif
espan exceeding 15 year
s, with a payback period
of just 4-5 years. Thi s
project is expected to fur-
ther strengthen Araku’s
reputation as a model for
sustainable tourism and
eco-friendly develo pme
nt.

Building a Green
Future

Government officials
emphasized that a sus-
tained focus on renewa-
ble energy expansion,
energy efficiency, water
management, and envi-
ronmental stewardship
is vital for economic gro
wth and improved quali-
ty of life across Andhra
Pradesh.

With its robust clean
energy agenda and pub-
lic partnership, Andhra
Pradesh is poised to set
new national records
and deliver lasting trans-
formation for its citizens
and future generations.
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Amaravati: Kirloskar
Pumps, a major indus-
trial equipment manu-
facturer, is closely watc
hing the pace of indus-
trial and infrastructure
development in Andhra
Pradesh, as emerging tr
ends in data centers, th
e capital city construc-
tion, and the state’s ag-
gressive push toward
green hydrogen pro-
jects are creating fresh
m arket opportunities.
Managing Director Alo
k S. Kirloskar said the
se developments could
open the door for expan
ded operations in the st
ate, including possible
manufacturing or ser-
vice centers.

Speaking about the
evolving investment la
ndscape, Alok Kirloska
r noted that Andhra
Pradesh has become a
prominent hub for mul-
tiple sectors. Global
tech giant Google, along
with Reliance Indus-
tries and Brookfield, is
setting up data centers
in Visakhapatnam, put-
ting the city on the nati
onal digital infrastruc-
ture map. According to
him, these new data
centers demand a range
of specialized pumps

for cooling and power
operations an area
where Kirloskar Pumps
already has substantial
experience.

He explained that the
company’s future in-
vestment decisions in
Andhra Pradesh would
depend on the kind of
industrial and urban
projects taking shape
there. “Once we have
clarity on the sectors at-
tracting investments in
the state, we can better
assess the demand po-
tential for our products.
Based on that, we will
consider whether to set
up a pump manufactur-
ing facility or dedicated
service centers in
Andhra Pradesh,” Alok

Kirloskar said.
Kirloskar Pumps has
maintained along asso-
ciation with Andhra
Pradesh through sev-
eral major water and ir-
rigation projects. The
company supplied
equipment for the Pat-
tiseema Lift Irrigation
Project, one of the key
schemes linking the Go-
davariand Krishna riv-
ers, and played a role in
other drinking and ir-
rigation water supply
projects across the state
before its bifurcation.
This legacy, he said,
makes Andhra Pradesh
anatural choice for fur-
ther expansion.
Commenting on the
demand outlook, Kirlo-
skar mentioned that

Kirloskar Pumps Eyes AP
Market Expansion Amid Data
Center and Green Energ_y Push

data centers require
unique high-efficiency
pumping systems de-
signed to handle criti-
cal cooling functions
and thermal manage-
ment. With more com-
panies likely to follow
Google and Reliance in
setting up such facili-
ties, the need for advan
ced pump systems is ex-
pected to grow sharply
in the coming years.
“We see tremendous
potential for data cent-
er-specific pumping so-
lutions in Visakhapat-
nam and other parts of
the state,” he observed.
The government’s em-
phasis on developing
Amaravati as a sustain-
able, modern capital
and promoting large-

scale green hydrogen
projects is also fueling
optimism among indus-
trial players.

The shift toward re-
newable energy and in-
tegrated infrastructu
re, he added, aligns well
with Kirloskar’s focus
on energy-efficient and
environmentally re-
sponsible engineering
solutions.“As Andhra
Pradesh continues to in
vest in water, energy, an
d data infrastructure,
we expect the utilizatio
n of pumps across sec-
tors to rise significant-
ly,” Alok Kirloskar said.
“Once adoption scales
up, establishing dedi-
cated service centers in
the state would be a nat-
ural step forward.

”With major global
corporations setting up
operations and the state
government actively
fostering green and dig-
ital growth, Andhra
Pradesh appears poised
for a new phase of in-
dustrial expansion. For
companies like Kirlo-
skar Pumps, this evolv-
ing landscape promises
both business potential
and partnership oppor-
tunities in powering
the state’s next wave of
progress.

50-Storeyiconic tower to come up on Kailasagiri - Minister Narayana
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Visakhapatnam: Min-
ister Narayana Directs
Officials to Complete Ma
ster Plan Roads to Bhoga
puram Airport in Six Mo
nthsUrban Development
and Municipal Adminis-
tration Minister Pongu-
ru Narayana has direct-
ed officials to fast-track
infrastructure works co
nnecting the upcoming B
hogapuram Internation-
al Airport to Visakhapa-
tnam city. Reviewing
various ongoing projects
with senior officials in
Visakhapatnam on Sun-
day, the minister issued
strict instructions to co
mplete all master plan ro
ads leading to the airport
within the next six mo
nths.

During the review, Mi
nister Narayana assess

ed the progress of multi-
ple projects undertaken
by the Visakhapatnam
Metropolitan Region De-
velopment Authority (V
MRDA), including roads,
drains, housing, and ur-
ban infrastructure. Em-
phasizing the strategic
importance of these wor
ks, he said the timely co
mpletion of these projec
ts is vital to enhance con-
nectivity and improve th
e overall image of Visak
hapatnam as a future glo
bal city.

“The master plan road
s are a critical link to B
hogapuram Airport, whi
ch will soon serve as the
new international gatew
ay for North Coastal And
hra. These roads must be
completed within the st
ipulated six-month time-
frame to ensure smooth
connectivity once the air

port becomes operation-
al,” he asserted.

The minister also revi
ewed the progress of
eight MIG (Middle In-
come Group) housing
projects implemented by
the VMRDA. He instruct-
ed engineers and con-
tractors to maintain qua
lity standards and com-
plete construction works
as per schedule. Naraya-
na reiterated that the
government’s vision is to
transform Visakhapatna
m into a model city with
world-class infrastruc-
ture, efficient transport
networks, and enhanced
public amenities.

Providing an update
on major urban develop-
ment initiatives, Naraya-
na announced that a
50-storey iconic tower is
being planned on Kaila-
sagiri hill, which will

serve as an architectural
landmark and a symbol
of the city’s growth. The
design and technical
planning for this high-
rise structure are under-
way, and the project is
expected to boost tour-
ism and create new op-
portunities for business
and leisure.In addition,
the minister disclosed pl
ans for the development
of a theme-based city
over 120 acres near New
Valasapakala, aimed at
attracting both domestic
and international visito
rs. This new township
will include commercial
hubs, cultural spaces, en-
tertainment zones, and
advanced civic infrastru
cture, positioning Visak
hapatnam as a vibrant
urban and tourist desti-
nation.On the housing
front, Narayana annou

nced that all pending
TID CO houses in the
city wo uld be completed
and handed over to ben-
eficia ries by the end of
June next year. He as-
sured that the govern-
ment is committed to ful-
filling its promises to
housing beneficiaries
and instructed officials
to expedite works with-
out compromising qual-
ity.He further stated that
the Visakhapatnam mas-
ter urban design plan
would be finalized with-
in the prescribed dead-
line to guide future de-
velopment in a syste
matic and sustainable
manner. The plan envi-
sions well-structured
zoning, integrated trans-
port corridors, and resil-
ient urban systems that
align with the city’s rap-
id gro wth trajectory.

Labour Minister Subhash
Pledges Lifelong Service
to Shetti Balija Community

# --.1

ANNOUNCES 1
CRORE DONATION FOR
SAF
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Amalapuram: Andhra
Pradesh Labour Ministe
r Vasamsetti Subhash re-
affirmed his lifelong co
mmitment to the welfare
of the Shetti Balija com-
munity, declaring that he
would stand by his peo-
ple “aslongasIlive.” Th
e minister made this ple
dge while addressing an
impressive gathering at
the 4th Shetti Balija Van
Karthika Samaaradhana
held at the Satthemma
Temple premises in Ama
lapuram on Sunday. Spe
aking to thousands of co
mmunity members from
both Telugu states, Min-
ister Subhash said the
event was organized to
unite Shetti Balijas on a
common platform and
strengthen their social,
economic and political
bonds.

The temple premises
were packed with fami-
lies, giving the meet the
atmosphere of a grand
festival.Subhash empha-
sized that Backward
Classes (BCs), who form
a majority of the state’s
population, should pro-
gress with education,
awareness and determi-
nation. He reflected on
his political hardships,
recalling that the former
government allegedly
filed false cases against
him and sent him to pris-
on. “It was my commu-

nity that stood with me
like a mountain.

Their support forced
the government to with-
draw the cases,” he said,
expressing gratitude for
the solidarity shown dur-
ing his difficult times.
Reiterating his dedica-
tion to public service, the
minister said his current
position was a means to
repay the people's faith
in him. In a major an-
nouncement, Subhash
declared the establish-
ment of the Shetti Balija
Action Force (SAF), an
initiative aimed at sup-
porting the poor and un-
derprivileged members
of the community.

He also pledged a perso
nal donation of 1 crore
to the SAF and assured
that the amount would
be credited to its account
within a week. “Even if I
have to sell my lands, I
wil 1 keep my promise,”
he said, drawing loud ap-
plause from the audi-
ence.Calling upon the
Shetti Balijas to uphold
self-respect and self-reli-
ance, Subhash remarked,
“We must live with dig-
nity, not dependency. Let
us strive, not plead.”

He expressed pride in
belonging to the Shetti
Balija community and m
ade it clear that he would
remain a member of the
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and continue to
work under the leader-
ship of Nara Lokesh
throughout his political
journey. Urging the cen-
tral government to offi-

cially recognize Shetti
Balijas under the BC cat-
egory across India, the
minister said such recog-
nition would ensure eq-
uitable representation
and welfare benefits.

He also reiterated his
government’s commit-
ment to social justice, poi
nting to initiatives like
the proposed BC Protecti
on Act and the allotment
of 10 percent liquor sho
ps to toddy tappers (Gee-
tha Karmikarulu). Sen-
ior TDP leaders includ-
ing Reddy Subrahm
anyam, MLC Kudipudi
Suryanarayana Rao, and
Shetti Balija Corpora-
tion Chairman Kudipudi
Sattibabu lauded Minis-
ter Subhash for his lead-
ership and commitment
to community empower
ment.

They praised him for
carrying forward the leg-
acy of Shetti Balija stal-
warts such as Dummeti
Venkata Reddy, whose
contributions were re-
membered with floral
tributes at the start of
the event. The celebratio
n, marked by a grand
procession welcoming
Subhash to the temple
venue, drew participa-
tion from thousands of
families and community
elders.

The event, observers
said, stood out as one of
the largest gatherings of
the Shetti Balija commu-
nity in recent years, sym-
bolizing growing unity
and determination for
collective advancement.
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Vangaveeti Asha Kiran Announces Political Entry,

Pays Iributes to Her Father Vangaveeti Ranga

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16:

Vijayawada: Vanga
veeti Asha Kiran, daugh-
ter of the late Congress
leader and iconic figure
Vangaveeti Mohana Ran-
ga Rao, has announced
her formal entry into po
litics, vowing to continue
her father’s legacy of se
rvice and social justice.
The announcement came
on Sunday after she paid
floral tributes to Ranga’s
statue in Vijayawada. Sp
eaking to reporters after
th e ceremony, Asha
Kiran stated that she had
been away from public 1i
fe for some time but now
plans to dedicate herself
fully to people’s welfare
and public service.

“From now on, my jou

rney will be completely
public. I will stand by
people in their struggles
and work towards fulfill-
ing my father’s ideals,”
she said emotionally.
Asha Kiran attended the
event organized by the
Radha Ranga Mitra Man-
dali, a socio-political fo-
rum named after her late
brother Vangaveeti Rad-
hakrishna and her fathe
r. She expressed gratitu
de to the organizers for
inviting her and said she
intends to strengthen
unity among followers of
the Ranga family.

“There has been a gap
within the Radha Ranga
Mitra Mandali in recent
years. I am entering pub-
lic life to bridge that gap

7

and bring everyone to-
gether,” she remarked.
Highlighting her father’s

values, Asha Kiran said
Vangaveeti Ranga was
known for helping peo-

ple irrespective of caste,
religion, or social back-
ground. She described

him as a true leader of th
e masses who dedicated
his entire life to fighting
fo r justice, equality, and
the rights of the under-
privileged. “He stood as
a symbol of courage and
compassion.

It is my duty to carry
hi s vision forward by co
ntinuing to serve people
selflessly,” she said. Her
po litical entry has
drawn significant atten-
tion in Vijayawada and
across the Krishna dis-
trict, where the Van-
gaveeti name continues
to hold emotional and po
litical significance. Sev-
eral of Ranga’s followers
and old associates repo
rtedly welcomed her de-
cision, expressing hope
that her participation

would revive the ideals
of the Ranga family in
regional politics.

When asked about her
immediate plans, Asha
Kiran hinted that she
would begin with grass-
roots initiatives focusing
on social service, com-
munity welfare, and
youth engagement. How-
ever, she did not disclose
whether she intends to
join an existing political
party or launch a separa
te platform. She empha-
siz ed that her present
focus is on uniting peo-
ple and rekindling Ran-
ga’s vision before mak-
ing any political ali gnm
ent decisions.

Local political observ-
ers noted that Asha Kir
an’s re-entry could mark

the beginning of a new
phase in Vijayawada’s
political landscape. The
Ranga family has histor-
ically been influential in
coastal Andhra politics,
and her announcement
may attract both veteran
supporters and young
foll owers inspired by
her father’s enduring le
gacy.

Asha Kiran ended her
address with a heartfelt
message, assuring peo-
ple of her unwavering
commitment. “I will ded-
icate my life to the peo-
ple. Whenever anyone
faces hardship, I will
stand with them as Ran-
ga did,” she said, earn-
ing enthusiastic appla
use from the gathered
crowd.

Chandrababu Neglects
Rayalaseema - YSRCP
Leader Sailajanath

TPN Bureau No-
vember 16, 2025

Vijayawada: Reiter-
ating that Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) chief
and Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
has always ignored th
e interests of Rayala-
seema, the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP)
on Sunday accused
the state government
of depriving the dro
ught-prone region of
funds, water resourc-
es, and its rightful
share in state develop-
ment.Add ressing the
media in Vijayawada,
former minister and
senior YSRCP leader
Dr. Sake Sailajanath
reminded that the his-
toric Sri Bagh Pact,
which sought to en-
sure equal opportuni-
ties and balanced de-
velopment between
coastal Andhra and
Rayalaseema, was
signed exactly 87 year
s ago.

“Even after all
these decades, the
commitments made
under the pact remain
unfulfilled, and the Ra
yalaseema region con-
tinues to be neglected,
especially under
Chandrababu Naidu’s
leadership,” he said.
Sailajanath alleged
that successive TDP
governments have
shown “utter disre-
gard” for Rayalasee-
ma’s welfare and
pointed out that the
present administra-
tion has failed to impl
ement projects and po
licies that could have
changed the region’s
fortunes.

He claimed that the
development of Ray-
alaseema was visible
only during the ten-
ures of former chief
ministers Dr. Y. S. Ra-
jasekhara Reddy and
Y. S. Jagan Mohan Re
ddy, when several irri
gation, educational,
and health projects
were initiated to uplif
t the region. “Chandr
ababu Naidu took
away the state capital,
the High Court, and
the proposed AIIMS
from Rayalaseema,”
he alleged, adding
that this had further
widened the develop-
mental and adminis-
trative gap between
the coastal and inte-
rior districts.

He said the region,
which heavily de-
pends on agriculture,
was deprived of itsrig
htful share of Krish-

na river waters and
continued to remain
parched.The former
minister recalled how
Y. S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy had raised the
issue of regional ne-
glect in the State As-
sembly and took a pro-
active sta nce in
sanctioning irriga-
tion works. “Jagan
mooted major pro-
jects suc h as Gal
eru-Nagari and Ha
ndri-Niva to provide
water security to
farmers, but the TDP
government stalled
them completely.

That shows Chan-
drababu’s indiffer-
ence to his own native
region,” Sailajanath
remarked.He further
accused Naidu of re-
ducing the High Court
decentralisation issue
to a symbolic gesture.
“He said a bench of
the High Court would
be sufficient for the re
gion but did not even
move forward with
that proposal,” he sai
d. “Even in the alloca-
tion of state funds,
Rayalaseema has re-
ceived a raw deal un-
der Chandrababu’s
rule.

”Sailajanath also
warned that contin-
ued neglect of Rayala-
seema could have seri-
ous political and so
cial repercussions. He
urged the Chief
Minist er to revisit the
commitments made
under the Sri Bagh Pa
ct and take concrete
steps toward equita-
ble distribution of re-
sources and balanced
regional develop-
ment. “Rayalaseema
is not asking for spe-
cial favours, only for
justice and what it has
been historically
promised,” he said,
calling upon all partie
s and public represe
ntatives from the re-
gion to unite and fight
for their rightful
share.

The Sri Bagh Pact,
signed in 1937 be-
tween leaders of
Coastal Andhra and
Rayalaseema, was
aimed at ensuring re-
gional parity in edu-
cational institutions,
administrative offic-
es, and irrigation pro-
jects. Eighty-seven
years later, the debate
over its implementa-
tion continues to sha
pe Andhra Pra desh’s
political dis course.

Government Counters ‘Misinformafion
Campaign’ on VSP; Palla Srinivasa Rao
Blames YSRCP and Left Parties

TPN Bureau | Nov 16

Vijayawada: The
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Sunday strongly
rebutted what it describ
ed as a “deliberate misin-
formation campai gn”
over Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s re-
marks on the Visakhapa-
tnam Steel Plant (VSP) at
the recent CII Partner-
ship Summit, asserting
that opposition parties
were twisting facts to
mislead the public and
investors. TDP State
President Palla Sriniva-
sa Rao accused the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP)
and Left organisations,
including CITU, of inten-
tionally spreading false
narratives ab out the
Chief Minister’s comm
ents.

He said the opposi-
tion’s actions were an
“attempt to create confu-
sion, weaken investor
confidence, and obstruct
the State’s industrial re-
vival at a crucial junctu
re.” Senior government
officials clarified that
the revival of the loss-ma
king Rashtriya Ispat Nig-
am Limited-Visakhapat-

nam Steel Plant (RINL-
VSP) had entered its
most promising phase in
several years, following
coordinated efforts be-
tween the Union and Sta
te governments.

A major decision by
the Union Ministry of
Heavy Industries—con-
verting pending power
dues worth 2,400 crore
into equity—has provid-
ed the plant with vital fin
ancial relief.Of the ap-
proved 14,000-crore com-
prehensive revival pack-
age, 9,500 crore has alre
ady been credited to
RINL’s accounts, signifi-
cantly strengthening its
rehabilitation and opera-
tional roadmap.

The recommaissioning
of the third Blast Furnac
e has also boosted pro-
duction capacity, mark-
ing a major milestone in
the plant’s turnaround
efforts.Officials dis-
missed the opposition’s
long-standing assertion
that the steel plant can-
not function without cap-
tive iron ore mines, call-
ing the claim “techn
ically and economically
incorrect.” Experts ex-

plained that iron ore de-
posits containing only 40
percent Fe (iron content)
are commercially unvia-
ble, and the plant re-
quires a minimum daily
ore output of 15,000 met-
ric tonnes for sustaina-
ble operations.

According to govern-
ment sources, the Chief
Minister’s statements at
the summit were prag-
matic, focusing on finan-
cial sustainability, mod-
ernization, and long
-term profitability rath-
er than political rheto-
ric. They said any attem
pt to distort his words
would harm Visakhapat-
nam’s industrial pros-
pects and the thousands
of families whose liveli-
hoods depend on the
steel plant’s success.

“The VSP revival is
progressing with re-
newed investor confi-
dence and strong Central
support,” a senior offi-
cial said. “Spreading
baseless allegations at
this stage threatens not
the government but the
workforce and the city’s
economic future.”

Demand for Land Allotment
to All BC Communitiesin
ti Intensifies

=

TPN Bureau | No-

vember 16
Vijayawada: The
Bharata Chaitanya Yu-

vajana Party (BCYP)
has intensified its
dema nd for land allot-
ment to all Backward
Classes (BC) communi-
ties in Amaravati, urg-
ing the state govern-
ment to ensure equal
representation and re-
spect for BCs in the sta
te capital. BCYP presi-
dent Bode Ramachan-
dra Yadav voiced these
demands at the Kar
theeka Vana Mahotsa-
vam held in Mangala-
giri on Sunday, where
he strongly criticized
the government's “dual
stance” toward BC wel-
fare and Amaravati’s
uncertain status.
Yadav alleged that
successive govern-
ments have failed to de-
liver justice to the BC
communities, despite
repeated promises. He
said that even after mo
re than a decade since
the formation of An
dhra Pradesh, no ga-
zette notification has

Amarava
. :

30T

been issued for the cap-
ital city. According to
him, the ongoing ambi-
guity over Amaravati’s
development and the
illusion of investment
drives have only deep-
ened public distrust
and left BCs, who he
described as the “back-
bone of the state,” in a
state of neglect. Em-
phasizing the need to
protect the self-respect
and cultural identity
of BCs, Yadav demand-
ed that the government
allocate land in Amara-
vati to every BC social
group and not just to
wealthy landlords.

He also called for the
construction of self-
respect buildings, cul-
tural centers, and skill
development facilities
for BC youth at the gov-
ernment’s expense.
“This is not just a requ
est but a rightful enti-
tlement of the BCs,
who form more than
half of Andhra Prad
esh’s population,” he
stated. Speaking pas-
sionately about the

prolonged discrimina-
tion faced by BCs, Ya-
dav accused political
leaders of exploiting
the community’s sup-
port while denying
them genuine emp
owerment.

He stated that the
BCYP would soon lead
a statewide agitation to
defend the rights and
dignity of BCs.Announ
cing the formation of a
broad discussion plat-
form, Yadav said it will
include BC community
organizations, intellec-
tuals, and prominent
social leaders to strate-
gize future protests.

“This fight is not
about one party,” he de-
clared. “It is a collec-
tive movement of all
BCs, and I take com-
plete responsibility to
lead it from the fr
ont.”Yadav concluded
that unless the govern-
ment recognizes BCs'
rightful place in Am-
aravati, the BCYP will
escalate its agitation
across the state to en-
sure justice and equal-
ity for the comm unity.

CPI(M) Condemns CM Naidu’s Remarks, Says
Threats to Steel Plant Workers Undemocratic

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16

Vijayawada: The Com-
munist Party of India
(Marxist) has strongly
condemned Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu’s
reported threat to invoke
the Preventive Detention
(PD) Act against Vi-
sakhapatnam Steel Plant
(VSP) workers protest-
ing over their working
conditions. The party de-
scribed the move as un-
dem ocratic and reflec-
tive of a pro-corporate
mindset. In a statement
issued on Sunday, CPI(IM)
state secretary V. Srini-
vasa Rao said the Chief
Minister’s remarks tar-

geting struggling steel
plant workers were unac-
ceptable and revealed
the government’s insen-
sitivity to the hardships
faced by employees. He
observed that the VSP, a
public sector unit of na-
tional importance, has
been reeling under fi-
nancial distress due to
policy lapses and lack of
raw material support,
rather than workers’ in-
efficiency or indiscipline
as implied by the recent
com ments.

Rao argued that in-
stead of addressing
structural issues such as
the absence of captive
iron ore mines and de-
lays in policy implemen-

tation, the state govern-
ment was trying to divert
attention by holding
workers responsible for
the plant’s performance.

He pointed out that the
VSP management’s re-
cent circular linking em-
ployees’ wages to pro-

duction targets had
worsened insecurity and
anxiety among the work-
force.The CPI(M) leader
further asserted that
successive governments
had failed to ensure a
level playing field for the
public sector. “Private

steel companies, includ-
ing Mittal Steel, were al-
lotted captive mines even
before their operations
began.

But the Visakhapat-
nam Steel Plant contin-
ues to be denied this ba-
sic support, which is a
major cause of its finan-
cial strain,” he said. Re-
calling the Telugu Des-
am Party’s earlier stance
in support of VSP em-
ployees during the agita-
tion for steel plant pro-
tection, Rao said the Chi
ef Minister’s current
statements were in stark
contradiction to the par-
ty’s past promises.

He alleged that threat-
ening workers with puni-

tive laws such as the PD
Act went against demo-
cratic values and the
constitutional rights of
citizens. “The govern-
ment’s role should be to
safeguard the rights and
livelihoods of workers,
not to vilify them,” he re-
marked, urging the
Chief Minister to with-
draw the remarks and
initiate constructive dia-
logue with union
representatives.

The CPI(M) reaffirmed
its support for Visak
hapatnam Steel Plant
employees and called for
an immediate review of
policies affecting the
public sector undertak-
ing’s viability.
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TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16

Hyderabad: In a major
crackdown on online film
piracy, the Cyber Crime
Police in Hyderabad have
successfully shut down
two major piracy plat-
forms — iBOMMA and
BapamTV. These sites
had long served as notori-
ous hubs for the illegal
streaming and distribu-
tion of Telugu, Tamil,
Hindi, and other regional
films. Authorities con-
firmed that the operation
was led following the ar-
rest of iBOMMA opera-
tor Imaddi Ravi, who was
compelled by the police to
close both platforms us-
ing his admin

credentials.

According to investi-
gators, the closure of the
two websites followed a
series of raids conducted
under a wider campaign
to curb digital piracy in
Telangana and neighbor-
ing states. Acting on cred-
ible information, cyber
officials traced the digital
trail of iBOMMA and its
secondary servers, lead-
ing to the arrest of Ravi
earlier this week. Sources
stated that once in custo-
dy; he was directed to pro-
vide login access and
server details, allowing
police to disable both
websites and prevent fur-
ther content uploads.

Interestingly, social

media users recently cir-
culated an open letter al-
legedly written by Ravi,
in which he defiantly
claimed to possess data
on “millions of users”
and challenged the police

VIJAYAWADA

to stop focusing on him.
The message, which went
viral online, now appears
ironic as law enforcement
officers have managed to
dismantle his entire net-
work and take him into

custody.

Officials remarked that
the act of making him
personally close down the
websites carried symbol-
ic weight, demonstrating
the state’s zero-tolerance

approach toward digital
piracy. Preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed
that Ravi’s piracy net-
work operated with so-
phisticated systems
spread across multiple
cloud servers to evade
detection.

Cyber Crime officials
seized hundreds of hard
disks from his posses-

' sion, which are now be-

ing forensically analyzed
for evidence of copyright
infringement and finan-
cial transactions. Police
sources said that these
storage devices contain
data related to film up-
loads, advertising reve-
nue, and possibly links to
other piracy operators
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Cyber Crime Police Shut Down iBOMMA and Bapam TV PiracyWebsites, Arrest Key Operator

across India and abroad.
Authorities are now fo-
cusing on tracking Ravi’s
financial connections.
Bank account state-
ments and digital pay-
ment logs are being scru-
tinized to identify money
trails linked to advertis-
ing partnerships and ille-
gal streaming income.
Investigators believe the
proceeds likely amount to
several crores of rupees,
generated through online
ads and extended net-
works of mirror web-
sites.Police officials have
moved to seek custody of
Imaddi Ravi to gather
more details regarding
his collaborators, data
storage methods, and en-

cryption techniques used
to maintain the piracy
network.

A custody petition is ex-
pected to be filed before
the Nampally Court on
Monday. Investigators
hope his interrogation
will help uncover deeper
links within the organ-
ized piracy industry that
continues to cause heavy
losses to the Indian film
sector. So far, the Telan-
gana Cyber Crime Wing
hasreiterated its commit-
ment to combat piracy
through strict enforce-
ment and public aware-
ness campaigns.

The successful shut-
down of iBOMMA and
BapamTV marks a signif-

P

Minor Girl Cheated in the Name of Love;
POCSO Case Reglstered m NTR District

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 16

Kanchikacherla: A
young man has been
booked under the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act for allegedly
cheating a minor girl
under the pretext of

cal relationship with
her, leading to her preg-
nancy.When the girl lat-
er confronted him and
informed him about her
condition, Srinivasa
Rao allegedly avoided
her and went into hid-
ing instead of takingre-
sponsibility for his

and law enforcement,
highlighting the contin-
uing concern over
crimes against minors
in the region.
According to sourc-
es, the accused, identi-
fied as Srinivasa Rao, a
resident of Kanchikach-
erla town, developed a
closerelationship with a
teenage girl from the
same area. Over time,
he gained her trust by
professing love and con-
vincing her of his inten-
tions to marry her. Tak-
ing advantage of her
emotional vulnerability,
he entered into a physi-

love in Kanchikacherla, actions.

NTR district. The case Deeply distressed and
hasdrawn seriousatten- dejected by his betrayal,
tion from localresidents  the girl confided in her

parents, who then ap-
proached the Kanchi-
kacherla police station
to file a formal com-
plaint.Acting on the
complaint, police regis-
tered a case against the
accused under relevant
sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and
the POCSO Act, which
deals strictly with sexu-
al offences involving mi-
nors. Police officials
have started an investi-
gation to trace the ac-
cused, who is currently
absconding.
Statements from the
victim and her family

have been recorded, and
a medical examination
of the girl has been con-
ducted as part of the in-
vestigation process.The
incident has shocked
the local community,
with residents demand-
ing stringent punish-
ment for the accused.
Activists have also
urged parents and
schools to raise aware-
ness among young girls
about safe relationships
and consent, and to en-
courage them to report
any form of exploita-
tion without fear.

Police officials have
reiterated their commit-
ment to ensuring justice
for the minor victim and
have assured that the
case will be handled
with complete sensitiv-
ity and legal diligence.
They have also appealed
to the public to come for-
ward with any informa-
tion regarding the
whereabouts of the ac-
cused to aid in his swift
arrest.

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 16

Amaravati: The con-
troversy surrounding
the Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) of the Na-
tional Highway-65 ex-
pansion project
between Vijayawada
and Machilipatnam has
reached the attention
of Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu.
Senior officials recent-
ly briefed him on the is-

raised by local leaders
and district
authorities.

According to sourc-
es, National Highways
and Metro Rail officials
held a detailed meeting
with Special Chief Sec-
retary (Infrastructure
and Investment) Kari-
kal Valaven Krishna
Babu to discuss the
matter. The discussions
mainly revolved around
the DPR, which report-
edly excludes plans for

passes between Benz
Circle in Vijayawada
and Chinagollapalem,
where the Outer Ring
Road (ORR) begins.Pub-
lic representatives and
officials highlighted
that this omission
could worsen the city’s
already severe traffic
congestion.

They particularly
pointed out major bot-
tleneck junctions such
as NTR Circle, Autona-
gar, Thadigadapa, Po-

sue after concerns were

any flyovers or under-

ranki,

Penamaluru,

AP Government Adopts Systematic Strategy to
Curb Stray Dog Menace Across Urban Areas

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16

Vijayawada: The Mu-
nicipal Administration
and Urban Development
(MAUD) Department has
initiated a methodical
and intensive strategy to
curb the stray dog men-
ace across all Urban Lo-
cal Bodies (ULBs) in
Andhra Pradesh, with a
strong emphasis on Ani-
mal Birth Control (ABC)
and Anti-Rabies Vacci-
nation (ARV).

MAUD Principal Sec-
retary S Suresh Kumar
and Director of Munici-
pal Administration P.
Sampath Kumar issued
comprehensive direc-

Ganguru, and Edupug-
allu, which witness
heavy vehicular pres-
sure throughout the
day. During the meet-
ing, they suggested in-
cluding flyovers or un-

derpasses at these

tives to all municipal
commissioners, mandat-
ing strict compliance
with the Animal Birth
Control Rules, 2023, and
the Supreme Court or-
ders dated November 7,
2025.

The officials said the
government is commit-
ted to controlling stray
dog populations and pre-
venting potential health
risks associated with
dog bites. “Since June
2024, the State has un-
dertaken several meas-
ures aligned with ABC
Rules, 2023,” they
stated.

Across 123 ULBs, the
stray dog population has

been estimated at 5.15
lakh. As of June 1, 2024,
2,24,732 dogs had been
sterilized, and an addi-
tional 1,36,656 were steri-
lized thereafter. Current-
ly, 45 ULBs have
established ABC centres
equipped with operation
theatres and kennels,
while others are in the
process of setting up
similar facilities. A
workforce of 197 trained
handlers and dog catch-
ers has been deployed
across the State.
Commissioners have
been instructed to iden-
tify aggressive or possi-
bly rabid dogs and house
them in separate enclo-

sures. The government
will begin the phased
rollout of dedicated shel-
ters for dangerous ani-
mals, starting with ma-
jor municipal
corporations.

To ensure coordinat-
ed implementation, the
State has formed the
Animal Birth Control
and Monitoring Com-
mittee, along with ULB-
level committees com-
prising officials from
MAUD, Health, Animal
Husbandry, Panchayati
Raj, and representa-
tives from the Animal
Welfare Board of
India.

Municipal commis-

sioners have been
asked to prepare de-
tailed action plans with
weekly sterilisation
targets, select certified
agencies, conduct stray
population resurveys,
prioritise public safety,
and launch sterilisa-
tion and vaccination
drives. Awareness pro-
grammes in schools
and Anganwadis, se-
curing institutional
premises, and creating
dedicated feeding zones
have also been
mandated.

“Any negligence or
delay in ABC and ARV
implementation will be
viewed seriously,”

points, or alternatively,
constructing an elevat-
ed double-decker flyo-
ver from Benz Circle
covering all key inter-
sections.Sources added
that Krishna Babu

heard both administra-

cost of the NH-65 ex-

tive and technical per-
spectives before for-
warding the issue to
Chief Minister Naidu.
The Chief Minister is
reportedly reviewing
the technical feasibility
and financial implica-
tions of revising the
DPR. Further consulta-
tions with experts and
senior engineers are ex-
pected before a final de-
cision is made.As per
the consultancy report,
the current estimated

pansion stands at
around 900 crore.
Earlier, Union Minis-
ter for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin
Gadkarihad announced
an allocation of Rs.
2,600 crore for this high-
way’s development dur-
ing his visit to the state.
Given this context, offi-
cials believe that incor-
porating the proposed
modifications may not
face funding con-
straints. With growing

Officials, Public Representatlves Seek Modlflcatlons to NH-65 DPR Over Traffic Woes

bodies and public rep-
resentatives, there are
indications that revi-
sions to the DPR could
soon be initiated.
However, it remains
to be seen whether the
government will ap-
prove the construction
of underpasses, flyo-
vers, or the massive
double-decker struc-
ture as demanded. A fi-
nal government deci-
sion on the technical
and financial feasibili-

pressure from local

ty is expected soon.

AP High Court Advocates Association Hosts Conference on 75Years of the Indian Constitution

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16

Vijayawada: The
Andhra Pradesh High
Court Advocates Asso-
ciation on Sunday or-
ganised a grand consti-
tutional conference to
commemorate 75 years
of the Indian Constitu-
tion. The event, held in
Amaravati, brought to-
gether top dignitaries
including Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Justice
Bhushan Ramakrishna
Gavai, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Justice Dheeraj
Singh Thakur, and Chief
Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu.

The conference began
with a formal inaugura-
tion ceremony, where
Chief Minister Naidu
joined CJI Gavai and AP
Chief Justice Thakur in
lighting the traditional
lamp. The Chief Minis-
ter extended a warm wel-
come to the visiting ju-

rists, noting that it was
particularly fitting for
the conference to be held
in Amaravati, as CJI Ga-
vai hails from Amravati
in Maharashtra.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Minister
Naidu said the occasion
symbolised the strength
and endurance of India’s
constitutional democra-
cy. He lauded Justice Ga-
vaias a humble and com-
passionate leader with a
deep commitment to
equality and justice.
“Justice Gavai’s judg-
ments have left a lasting
impression on the na-
tion’s legal heritage,”
Naidu remarked, de-
scribing him as a beacon
of integrity in public
life.

Recalling the contribu-
tions of Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar, the architect of the
Constitution, the Chief
Minister said that lead-
ers at every level wheth-

er executive, legislative,
or judicial must function
within the boundaries
defined by the Constitu-
tion. “As Chief Minister,
along with the Chief Jus-
tice of India and the
Chief Justice of Andhra
Pradesh, our duty is to
ensure every action
aligns with constitution-
al principles,” he said.

Reflecting on India’s
democratic journey,
Naidu cited the rise of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi from modest
beginnings as a tea seller
to leading the world’s
largest democracy as a
powerful demonstration
of constitutional em-
powerment. He praised
the Prime Minister’s

.,
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leadership and reforms
that, he said, trans-
formed governance and
reshaped public
thinking.

Highlighting India’s
demographic advantage,
Naidu said that while
many nations are grap-
pling with an ageing pop-
ulation, India’s youthful
workforce presents tre-

mendous potential. “By
2047, Indians will make a
remarkable global im-
pact,” he predicted, add-
ing that education, inno-
vation, and equality of
opportunity must under-
pin the country’s devel-
opment path.

The Chief Minister un-
derlined the judiciary’s
essential role in correct-

ing social wrongs and
safeguarding democratic
values. Expressing con-
cern over the irresponsi-
ble use of social media,
he warned that “every-
one has become an edi-
tor,” leading to the spread
of misinformation and
character assassination.
He urged citizens to exer-
cise restraint and respon-
sibility in the digital age.

Naidu also reiterated
Dr. Ambedkar’s principle
of “One Person, One
Vote,” emphasizing that
India remains a nation
where every citizen—re-
gardless of wealth, gen-
der, or social status—has
equal voting rights. He
called for policies pro-
moting social and eco-
nomic equality and cited
the example of how the
united Andhra Pradesh’s
decision to invest in in-
formation technology
transformed Hyderabad
into a global hub.Con-

cluding his address,
Naidu said his govern-
ment strives to build a
“healthy, wealthy, and
happy society” through
inclusive governance
and participatory
development.

Stressing the philoso-
phy of Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam (the world is
one family), he under-
scored the need for India
to extend goodwill glob-
ally while safeguarding
national sovereignty. Re-
ferring to “Operation
Sindhur,” he noted that
the Centre had made it
clear that any violation
of India’s sovereignty
would be met firmly.
“Justice Gavai and lead-
ers of integrity like him
will continue guiding the
nation on its constitu-
tional path,” Naidu said,
applauding the judici-
ary’s dedication to up-
holding democracy and
justice.
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Student Dies In School Swimming

Pool in Ana
b

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16

Anakapalli: A tragic
incident in Anakapalli
district has sparked pub-
lic outrage after a first-
grade student drowned
in a school swimming
pool on Saturday. The in-
cident occurred at the
Da Vinci School in
Thimmarajupeta village
under Munagapaka
mandal, raising serious
questions about safety
standards and supervi-
sion at private educa-
tional institutions. Ac-
cording to reports, the
deceased child has been
identified as Janapared-
dy Mokshit, a student of
the first standard.

After classes ended,
the boy apparently did
not return home at the
usual time, which
alarmed his parents.
When their inquiries at

the school went unan-
swered, the family be-
gan searching the prem-
ises and were later
shocked to find that
Mokshit had fallen into
the campus swimming
pool. He was rushed to a
nearby hospital but was
declared dead on arriv-
al. Relatives and local
residents allege that the
school management

failed to take adequate
safety measures and ac-
cused the administra-
tion of negligence lead-
ing to the child’s
untimely death.

They questioned how
a young student could
access the pool area
without staff supervi-
sion and demanded
strict legal action
against those responsi-
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ble. Parents claim that
there were no lifeguards
or teachers present in
the vicinity when the
boy fell into the water.
Following the incident,
grief quickly turned
into a protest as the
child’s relatives and vil-
lagers staged an agita-
tion outside the school.
They blocked the
main road, disrupting

traffic for several hours
to express anger over
the administration’s al-
leged indifference. Po-
lice personnel were de-
ployed to the spot to
control the situation
and to persuade the pro-
testers to disperse peace-
fully. Local authorities
have launched an in-
quiry into the circum-
stances surrounding the
incident.

The police are expect-
ed to register a case un-
der negligence and safe-
ty violation charges
against the school man-
agement. Meanwhile,
the education depart-
ment is likely to conduct
an inspection to verify
whether Da Vinci School
had the necessary per-
missions and safety in-
frastructure for operat-
ing a swimming pool on
its campus.

Balakrishna Tours Hindupur, Launches

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 16
Hindupur (Sri Sathya
Sai District): Hindupur
MLA and film actor
Nandamuri Balakrish-
na toured several parts
of his constituency on
Sunday, participating in
a series of development
and welfare programs.
His visit drew large
crowds as supporters
organized a massive ral-
ly through the town to
welcome their leader.
During the tour, Bal-
akrishna distributed
subsidized tools to han-
dloom weavers at Mu-
direddypalli, reaffirm-
ing his commitment to
the uplift of traditional
artisans.
Speaking on the oc-

casion, he said the gov-
ernment led by the
TDP-BJP-JSP alliance
was fast-tracking devel-
opment across Andhra
Pradesh. He empha-
sized that Hindupur
would continue to be a
model constituency,
highlighting his ongo-
ing efforts to attract
new projects and im-

Develo

prove civic infrastruc-
ture. Balakrishna prom-
ised that his
constituency would
soon make its mark on
the global map through
sustained industrial
and cultural
initiatives.

He expressed confi-
dence that the coalition
government’s policies

pment Works
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were boosting economic
activity, improving em-
ployment opportuni-
ties, and supporting lo-
cal industries such as
handloom weaving a
traditional occupation
in the area. As part of
his visit, the MLA also
paid floral tributes to
the statue of revered
saint-poet Kanakadasa,

marking the occasion
of Kanakadasa Jayanti.
Several local leaders, of-
ficials, and residents ac-
companied him during
the homage.

Balakrishna’s visit
underscored his focus
on people-centric gov-
ernance and infrastruc-
ture development pro-
jects in rural and urban
parts of the constituen-
cy. The programs held
across various loca-
tions reflected his con-
tinued engagement
with community wel-
fare, livelihood promo-
tion, and progress-ori-
ented initiatives aimed
at strengthening Hindu-
pur’s position as a lead-
ing constituency in the
state.
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Warden Suspended for Filming
Girls Bathing at Ashram
School; POCSO Case Filed

TPN Bureau | No-
vember 16

Adilabad District,
Telangana: In a shock-
ingincident, a warden
of atribal welfare ash-
ram school in Chand-
palli village of Bela
mandal, Adilabad dis-
trict, has been sus-
pended after being ac-
cused of secretly
filming minor girls
while they were bath-
ing. The accused,
identified as G. Anand
Rao, was serving as
the warden of the
Chandpalli Ashram
Girls School under the
Tribal Welfare
Department.

The matter came to
light during an aware-
ness programme con-
ducted recently by the
SHE Team at the
school. During the ses-
sion, several girl stu-
dents mustered cour-
age and informed the
officers that their war-
den had been illicitly
recording videos
while they were tak-
ing bath. They ex-
pressed fear and hu-
miliation caused by
the incident, prompt-
ing immediate action
from the visiting
officers.

Based on the infor-
mation, the SHE Team
alerted Adilabad City
Police, who began a
preliminary investi-
gation and gathered
details from the vic-
tims and staff mem-
bers. After verifying
the allegations, the po-
lice filed a formal
complaint at the Bela
Police Station. On Fri-
day night, a case was
registered against the
warden under rele-
vant sections of the
Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act,
which deals with sex-
ual exploitation and
abuse of minors.

The accused was
taken into custody
and produced before
the court on Saturday,
after which he was re-
manded to judicial
custody. Sources re-
vealed that the police
have seized his mobile
phone and other digi-
tal devices for forensic
examination to gather
evidence of the re-
ported offence.Follow-
ing the registration of
the case, the Tribal
Welfare Department
took swift departmen-
tal action.

Deputy Director of

Tribal Welfare, Am-
baji, issued suspen-
sion orders against
Anand Rao, stating
that such behaviour
was grossly unbecom-
ing of apublic servant
entrusted with the
safety and care of mi-
nor girls. He assured
that the department
would cooperate fully
with the police inves-
tigation and take fur-
ther disciplinary
measures based on its
outcome.

The incident has
left parents and locals
deeply disturbed,
raising questions
about the safety and
supervision mecha-
nisms in residential
schools. Authorities
are now reviewing
protocols in ashram
schools across the dis-
trict to ensure such
violations never
recur.

Police officials said
counselling and sup-
port have been ar-
ranged for affected
students. They reiter-
ated that strict legal
action will be taken to
ensure justice and to
send a strong message
against such predato-
ry behaviour in edu-
cational institutions.

6.9Cr Sanctioned for 20 Community Halls in Addanki
Constituency: Minister Gottipati Launches New Facility

TPN Bureau | Novem-
ber 16

Addanki: Energy Min-
ister Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar stated that the gov-
ernment is giving top
priority to community
infrastructure to ensure
social inclusivity and
convenience for all sec-
tions of society. He inau-
gurated the newly con-
structed BC Vaddera
Community Hall and
Gokulam Shed at T Kop-
perapadu village in J
Panguluru mandal on
Sunday. Addressing the
gathering, the minister
said that construction of
20 community halls is
currently underway
across the Addanki con-
stituency with a total
sanctioned cost of 6.90
crore.

He appreciated offi-
cials and CSR partners
for completing the T Kop-
perapadu Vaddera Com-
munity Hall with high

quality standards in a
short period.Gottipati ex-
plained that several com-
munity halls are being
funded through Corpo-
rate Social Responsibili-
ty (CSR) contributions
from various companies,
industries, and philan-
thropic donors. For the
Kopperapadu hall alone,
power utilities contrib-
uted 20 lakh under CSR,
he noted.

The minister empha-
sized that all new halls
should be built within
village limits to remain
easily accessible to resi-
dents.He reviewed the
progress of ongoing
works at different villag-
es and directed officials
to ensure timely comple-
tion. These include Kon-
damuru SC Community
Hall ( 401akh), Kondama-
juluru Community Hall
(20 lakh), Panguluru BC
Yadava Colony Hall ( 20
lakh), Takkellapadu SC

Hall (20 lakh), Bud-
havada SC Hall ( 301akh),
and Alavalapadu Muslim
Community Hall (50
lakh).

He also issued direc-
tions to expedite con-
struction of SC, BC, and
Muslim community halls
in Santamaguluru and
Ballikurava mandals,
where works estimated
between 9.5 lakh and 50
lakh are in progress. The
minister further said
that the government’s
agenda focuses not only
on infrastructure but
also on empowering
youth through job crea-
tion and industrial devel-
opment. Gottipati re-
marked that Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu is making con-
tinuous efforts to trans-
form Andhra Pradesh
into an industrial hub,
comparable with neigh-
bouring states such as
Telangana, Karnataka,

and Tamil Nadu.

He noted that several
companies have signed
Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) at the
recently held CII Part-
nership Summit in Vi-
sakhapatnam, paving the
way for large-scale in-
vestments and job oppor-
tunities. “Very soon,
Andhra Pradesh youth
will find employment op-
portunities within the
state itself instead of mi-
grating to other regions,”
he asserted.

Criticising the previ-
ous YSRCP administra-
tion, the minister said
people had faced im-
mense difficulties during
the last government’s
tenure, including stop-
page of pension benefits
for widows. He pointed
out that immediately af-
ter the coalition govern-
ment assumed office,
around 1.5 lakh widows
were reinstated under

the pension scheme.
Andhra Pradesh re-
mains the only state that
allocates nearly 33,000
crore annually for pen-
sion disbursement, he
added.

Responding to local ap-
peals, the minister an-
nounced that 4.5 crore
had been sanctioned for
setting up a new electri-
cal substation at T Kop-
perapadu, which would
be completed within six
months. He also inspect-
ed canal desilting opera-
tions in Ballikurava
mandal and instructed
irrigation officials to en-
sure that irrigation wa-
ter reaches every acre
without obstruction.

Gottipati reiterated
that the government’s de-
velopment vision com-
bines welfare with infra-
structure, ensuring
inclusive growth for all
social groups in rural
and urban areas alike.

Nidadavole Marks 60 Years of Municipality
| Formation with Grand Celebrations
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TPN Bureau | No-
vember 16

Nidadavole: The Ni-
dadavole Municipali-
ty celebrated its dia-
mond jubilee,
marking 60 years of
establishment, with a
series of cultural and
community events
that began with a vi-
brant 5K Run and
Walk on Sunday
morning. The town
witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from
residents, students,
and local leaders who
came together to com-
memorate the mile-
stone.Tourism Minis-
ter Kandula Durgesh
attended the event as
chief guest and inau-
gurated the 5K Run by
flagging off the par-
ticipants at the “I
Love Nidadavole”
Park.

The minister,
known for his ener-
getic demeanor,
joined the partici-
pants briefly to add to
the festive spirit. The
run commenced from
the park, passed
through Ganesh
Chowk Center, con-
tinued up to SVRK
Government Degree
College, and returned

along the same route,
culminating near the
town’s overbridge be-
fore concluding at the
starting point. Speak-
ing on the occasion,
Minister Durgesh
congratulated the
people of Nidadavole
on the municipality’s
60th anniversary and
called for collective
efforts to make the
celebratory events a
grand success.

He urged political
parties, voluntary or-
ganizations, business
communities, and lo-
cal residents to ex-
tend their support
and actively partici-
pate in the festivities.
Emphasizing his gov-
ernment’s commit-
ment to urban devel-
opment, the minister
stated that several
measures were un-
derway to ensure the
town’s comprehen-
sive growth and mod-
ernization. Municipal
Chairperson Bhupati
Adinarayana and
Commissioner Krish-
naveni also took part
in the event, encour-
aging community in-
volvement and high-
lighting the
importance of public

participation in civic
initiatives.

Dressed in special
diamond jubilee T-
shirts, volunteers,
school students, and
local citizens joined
the event in large
numbers, creating an
atmosphere of unity
and enthusiasm
across the town. The
5K Run not only
aimed to promote
health awareness
among residents but
also symbolized Nida-
davole’s progress and
growing civic engage-
ment over the
decades.

The celebrations
will continue with
various cultural, so-
cial, and developmen-
tal programs dedicat-
ed to honoring the
town’s history and
envisioning its future
growth. With the min-
ister’s assurance of
continued support
from the state govern-
ment, the 60th-anni-
versary festivities are
expected to strength-
en the town’s commu-
nity bonds and high-
light its heritage as
one of the most vi-
brant municipalities
in the region.




PORT

m HYDERABAD, MONDAY, NOVEMBER, 17.11.2025

Nepal GenZ Revolt: What Sh

Nepal is witnessing a
wave of political upheaval
following the resignation
of Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli and youth-led
protests triggered by the
government’s controver-
sial social media ban.
While the protests ap-
peared to be about online
restrictions, they quickly
transformed into a larger
movement against corrup-
tion, nepotism, and chron-
ic instability that has
plagued Nepal for
decades.

Youth Anger Boils Over

The immediate spark
came from a hit-and-run
incident involving a Min-
ister’s car, which killed an
11-year-old schoolgirl. But
the anger runs deeper—

high unemployment, low
incomes, and widespread
misgovernance have driv-
en frustration among Ne-
pal’s youth. Many see the
political class as discred-
ited and are demanding
the dissolution of parlia-
ment. The army imposed
curfews during the unrest,
but questions have been
raised about the Presi-
dent’s absence during the
crisis.

Regional Parallels and
Risks for India

The turmoil mirrors re-
cent unrest in Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka, highlight-
ing a broader regional pat-
tern of instability. For In-
dia, this is not just an
internal Nepali affair. The
open 1,700-kilometre bor-

der can quickly become a
security concern, with
risks of smuggling, traf-
ficking, and exploitation
by anti-India elements.
The brief closure of the
border and heightened
surveillance reflect these
fears.

China’s growing influ-
ence adds another layer of
concern. Beijing has ex-
panded its footprint
through infrastructure
projects under the Belt
and Road Initiative, while
young Nepali protesters
are wary of both Indian
and Chinese interference.

Rejecting Conspiracy
Theories
Speculation about “for-

eign hands” in the protests
has circulated, but the ap-

No handshake: Indian cricket
team makes a strong statement
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The much-anticipated In-
dia-Pakistan cricket clash in
Dubai on Sunday carried
more than just the weight of
sport. The shadow of the re-
cent Pahalgam terror attack
loomed large, influencing
both the atmosphere and the
conduct of the match. India,
led by stand-in skipper
Suryakumar Yadav, not only
registered an emphatic victo-
ry but also sent a strong politi-
cal message on and off the
field.

Tense Start at the Toss

The tension was visible
right from the toss. Unlike
usual practice, Yadav and Pa-
kistan captain Salman Ali
Agha avoided eye contact and
refrained from shaking hands.
Instead of exchanging team
sheets, they handed them di-
rectly to the match referee,
breaking with long-standing
cricketing tradition. This
frosty start set the tone for a
contest overshadowed by po-
litical and emotional
undertones.

India Refuses Handshake

Post-Match

After the match, the Indian
players again departed from
custom. Following their vic-
tory, the team lined up but
refused to shake hands with
the Pakistani side, a gesture
widely interpreted as a mark
of solidarity with the vic-
tims of the Pahalgam attack.
The move drew mixed reac-
tions across the cricketing
world, but for the Indian
players, it was a statement of
unity and resolve in the face
of terrorism.

Yadav’s Political Statement

Captain Suryakumar Yadav
was unequivocal in his post-
match remarks. He dedicated
the victory to the armed forc-
es involved in Operation Sin-
door, who responded to the
terror strike, and to the civil-
ians who lost their lives. “This
win is for our soldiers and for
the families affected by Pahal-
gam. Cricket is important, but
some things are bigger than
the game,” he said, underlin-
ing the national sentiment.

Symbolism Beyond Cricket

The match, usually seen as
one of the fiercest rivalries in
world cricket, became an are-
na for political symbolism.
For India, the refusal to ad-
here to traditional gestures of
sportsmanship was meant to
emphasize that the wounds of
the terror attack were still
raw. For Pakistan, the ges-
tures underscored the widen-
ing gulf in sporting relations
amid political and security
tensions.

Global Reactions

Internationally, reactions
were divided. Some former
players criticized the move as
mixing politics with sport,
while others argued that giv-
en the gravity of the terror at-
tack, India’s actions were un-
derstandable. Social media in
India was largely supportive,
with fans lauding the players’
stand.

The Dubai encounter,
though won convincingly by
India, will be remembered
less for runs and wickets and
more for the powerful politi-
cal statement that accompa-
nied the triumph.

OPINION

pointment of Sushila Kar-
ki as the new Prime Minis-
ter undermines such
theories. A veteran anti-
corruption crusader with
strong ties to India, Karki
was chosen by protesters
via a gaming chat app, re-
flecting the organic and
chaotic nature of the
movement.

India’s Options

For New Delhi, heavy-
handed intervention is not
advisable. Past actions,
such as the 2015 blockade,
damaged relations and
pushed Nepal closer to
China. Instead, India must
adopt a strategy of re-
spectful non-interference
while reinforcing cultural
ties, completing develop-
ment projects, and open-

ould IndiaDo?

ing dialogue with Nepal’s
emerging generation of
leaders.

Securing the Border

Meanwhile, India must
stay vigilant on border se-
curity to prevent infiltra-
tion and cross-border
crime, especially after the
release of 33,000 prisoners
during the unrest.

Nepal stands at a cross-
roads. For India, the chal-
lenge is to balance non-in-
terference with proactive
support—building good-
will through development,
fostering people-to-people
ties, and ensuring securi-
ty. Supporting Nepal’s sta-
bility without overreach is
critical to maintaining In-
dia’s influence and safe-
guarding regional peace.
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US threats of more tariffs
on India will backfire

The White House has sig-
naled plans to impose tariffs of
up to 100 per cent on China and
India, the two largest buyers of
Russian energy, in an attempt to
weaken President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s war machine in Ukraine.
However, the success of this
strategy depends on support
from the European Union and
the Group of Seven, where con-
sensus remains unlikely.

EU Resistance and Global
Dilemmas

The European Union faces
hurdles, particularly from Hun-
gary’s pro-Kremlin leadership,
which is expected to block any
secondary sanctions. Similarly;,
Japan and the UK may avoid
fully aligning with Washington,
wary of jeopardizing their stra-
tegic interests in Asia. For
many advanced economies, the
tariffs present a difficult bal-
ance between security priori-
ties and economic pragmatism.

China’s Leverage on Raw
Materials

China, now a major com-
petitor to Western manufac-
turers, could face a surge of
redirected exports to Europe
if the US tariffs take effect.
European producers might
welcome temporary protec-
tion from Chinese goods like
cars, furniture, and applianc-
es, but the move remains an-
ti-consumer and risky. Bei-
jing controls critical
resources like rare earths
and has previously weap-
onized this advantage in
trade disputes. Analysts
warn that it could easily re-
taliate again if faced with a
broader coalition.

India in the Crossfire

India’s inclusion in the tariff
plan has raised eyebrows. Un-
like China, India is neither a
strategic rival nor a manufac-
turing threat. On the contrary, it
has been building deeper trade
ties, recently signing a free-
trade pact with the UK while ne-
gotiating one with the EU. Japa-
nese companies such as Suzuki
and Honda have invested heav-
ily in India, and financial giants
like Sumitomo Mitsui and Miz-
uho are expanding their
footprint.

Pressure on Modi
Government

President Donald Trump,
while threatening tariffs be-
yond the current 50 per cent,
has also expressed optimism
about securing a bilateral trade
deal with India. Yet Washing-
ton’s demands go beyond ener-
gy, pressing New Delhi to end
Russian oil purchases and open
its agriculture market to geneti-
cally modified US corn and soy-
beans. For Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, conceding on
agriculture could spark fresh
protests from farmers who have
already resisted reforms in the
past decade.

Strategic Risks Ahead

If pushed too hard, India may
lean toward a Eurasian bloc
where Chinese manufacturing
dominates and Russia supplies
commodities, a shift that would
undermine US goals. Modi’s
challenge is to balance domestic
political pressures with exter-
nal trade demands, avoiding
both agricultural concessions at
home and strategic isolation
abroad.

India’s Bond Yields Rise Despite Rate Cuts,

Inflation at Record Low

Mumbai: India’s inflation is
at an eight-year low, and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has cut policy rates three
times since February. Yet, in a
counter-intuitive trend, the
10-year government bond
yields have climbed over 20
basis points since June, clos-
ing at 6.47 percent on
Wednesday.

Why Yields Are Rising

Bond yields typically fall
when interest rates are re-
duced, but experts cite several
concerns driving the unex-
pected surge. Lower-than-ex-
pected tax collections, fiscal
deficit worries, and global un-
certainties, including US tar-
iffs on Indian exports, have
unnerved investors. RBI’s
shift in stance from ‘accom-
modative’ to ‘neutral’ has also

signaled a pause in further
cuts, contributing to the rise.

Market Reactions and Fiscal
Concerns

Independent analyst Ajay
Bodke explained that while
GDP growth in Q1 is encour-
aging, fears of fiscal slippage
remain high. Weak tax re-
ceipts, slowing global de-
mand, and geopolitical ten-
sions have heightened risks.
Investors are also worried
about higher government
borrowing if revenues fall
short, which would push
yields further upward.

Former Federal Bank di-
rector Ashutosh Khajuria
noted that the market read
RBI’s neutral stance as the
end of rate cuts. The bond
market, he said, “sees the fu-
ture” and expects inflation to

bottom out. He added that
yields breached the normal
60-80 basis points spread
with the repo rate, influ-
enced heavily by global
movements and US trade

policies.
Impact of GST Cuts

The government’s decision
torationalize GST rates to two
slabs — 5 percent and 18 per-
cent — was initially feared to
cause a larger fiscal shock.
However, investors found the
impact manageable, with
yields softening slightly after
the announcement. The Fi-
nance Ministry estimates a
revenue loss of Rs 48,000 crore

from the rate cuts.
Export and Outsourcing
Worries

Experts warn that punitive

US tariffs are already hurting
sectors like textiles, gems
and jewellery, and chemicals.
Services exports may also
suffer if the US proceeds with
the proposed outsourcing tax
under the HIRE bill. Bodke
said replacing US markets
with alternatives will be “a
long-drawn, low-margin
process.”

Looking Ahead

SBI Research has cau-
tioned that yields may not
moderate until the impact of
tariffs becomes clear. With
inflation low but global head-
winds rising, the Indian bond
market remains jittery. For
now, the government faces
the challenge of managing
fiscal stability while navigat-
ing trade shocks and market
anxieties.
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PM Modi Says Bihar Mandate Rejects Caste
Politics, Accuses Congress of Tribal Neglect

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday ac-
cused the Congress of ne-
glecting tribal
communities during its
six decades in power, as-
serting that the party
failed to recognise their
contributions to India’s
freedom struggle. Ad-
dressing a gathering in
Dediapada, Narmada dis-
trict, on the 150th birth an-
niversary of tribal icon
Bhagwan Birsa Munda—
celebrated as Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas—Mr. Modi
said the BJP-led govern-
ment has made unprece-
dented efforts to improve
healthcare and welfare in
tribal regions.

The Prime Minister
highlighted the NDA’s
sweeping victory in the Bi-
har Assembly elections,
where the alliance won an
overwhelming majority in
constituencies with signif-
icant Dalit and tribal pop-
ulations. He said the re-
sults demonstrated that
voters had rejected caste-
based politics. “The people
of Bihar have dismissed
the politics of division,”
he said, adding that the
electorate had voted
against what he described
as the “Muslim League-
Maoist Congress.”

Criticising the Congress
further, he claimed that
many within the party
were troubled by the be-
haviour of the “namdar,”
a reference frequently
used by Mr. Modi to target
the Gandhi family. He ar-
gued that the Opposition
was attempting to revive
caste narratives that no
longer resonated with
voters.
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Mr. Modi emphasised
his government’s initia-
tives aimed at improving
healthcare in tribal-major-
ity districts, particularly
efforts to combat sickle
cell disease, which dispro-
portionately affects tribal
communities. “A nation-
wide campaign is under-
way to address sickle cell
disease. Under this initia-
tive, six crore tribal broth-

ers and sisters across the
country have already been
screened,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
the BJP government has
increased investment in
medical infrastructure,
education, and economic
development in tribal
belts, contrasting this
with what he called dec-
ades of neglect under Con-
gress administrations.
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The event saw large par-
ticipation from tribal com-
munities, with leaders
highlighting the symbolic
importance of Birsa Mun-
da’s legacy in contempo-
rary politics. Mr. Modi
said the government
would continue working to
ensure “dignity, opportu-
nity, and development” for
tribal citizens across the
country.

‘No Terrorist Angle In Nowgam Police Station Blast'
J&K Governor

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Sunday
dismissed speculation of
terrorist involvement in
the deadly blast at Now-
gam Police Station, stat-
ing that preliminary in-
puts indicate the
explosion was accidental
and occurred during a
sample-collection proce-
dure. He said an inquiry
has been ordered to deter-
mine the exact sequence
of events.

“There is no terrorist
angle in the Nowgam inci-
dent. Samples were being
taken when this accident
happened. I have ordered
an inquiry into the mat-
ter,” LG Sinha told
reporters.

The area around the po-
lice station in Srinagar re-
mains sealed as Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
teams and security per-
sonnel continue on-site in-
vestigations. Officials
said nine people were
killed and 32 injured after
an explosion late Friday

night damaged the police
station and nearby build-
ings. The injured were ad-
mitted to Shri Maharaja
Hari Singh Hospital
(SMHS) for treatment.

J&K Director General
of Police Nalin Prabhat
on Saturday urged the
public to avoid specula-
tion, reiterating that pre-
liminary findings suggest
an inadvertent blast dur-
ing an authorised forensic
procedure. He confirmed
that the victims included
one State Investigation
Agency officer, three FSL
personnel, two crime-
scene photographers, two
revenue officials assisting
amagistrate’s team, and a
tailor involved in the
operation.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Saturday as-
sured full government
support for the families of
the deceased and directed
Education and Health
Minister Sakina Itoo to en-
sure the best possible med-
ical care for the injured.
His office added that com-
pensation would be pro-

o
vided for structural dam-
age caused by the blast.

National Conference
president Farooq Abdul-

lah called for an independ-
ent and “thorough” inves-

tigation, suggesting that
possible errors in han-
dling the explosive mate-
rial may have contributed
to the tragedy. The inci-
dent has raised concerns

about safety protocols in
forensic procedures and
prompted renewed scruti-
ny of operational guide-
lines within security
agencies.

India and Canada Deepen Cooperation on Critical
Minerals, Trade, and Investment

TPN Correspondent | Chennai

Amit Shah to Chair
Northern Zonal Council
Meet in Faridabad Today

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will chair the
32nd Northern Zonal
Council (NZC) meeting on
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Monday in Faridabad,
where a wide range of na-
tional and regional is-
sues—including educa-
tion, health, electricity,
urban planning, and the
swift disposal of cases in-
volving sexual offences—
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are expected to dominate
discussions.

The Northern Zonal
Council includes Hary-
ana, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Delhi,
Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, and Chandigarh.

Chief ministers, lieuten-
ant governors, and senior
officials from both the
Centre and member states
and Union territories will
attend the meeting.

According to an official
statement, the zonal
councils serve as a cru-
cial platform for resolv-
ing inter-state and Cen-
tre-state disputes,
fostering coordination,
and advancing adminis-
trative cooperation across
regions. Monday’s meet-
ing is expected to espe-
cially focus on women
and child safety, includ-
ing the speedy investiga-
tion of sexual offence cas-
es and the strengthening
of Fast Track Special
Courts (FTSCs).

Other major agenda
items include expanding
brick-and-mortar bank-
ing services to every vil-
lage, improving the Emer-
gency Response Support
System (ERSS-112), and
enhancing nutrition,
healthcare access, elec-
tricity supply, and coop-
erative systems within
the region. Urban plan-
ning challenges faced by

rapidly expanding cities
across the northern belt
are also expected to be
taken up.

The Northern Zonal
Council is one of five
such councils established
under the States Reorgan-
isation Act, 1956. The Un-
ion home minister serves
as its chairperson, while
the chief minister of Har-
yana acts as vice-chair-
person this year. Each
state governor nominates
two ministers to the coun-
cil, and a permanent com-
mittee comprising chief
secretaries reviews is-
sues before they reach the
full council.

The statement high-
lighted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
of “TEAM BHARAT,” not-
ing that zonal councils
have become increasingly
effective in strengthening
cooperative federalism.
Over the past 11 years, 63
meetings of zonal coun-
cils and their permanent
committees have been
convened, underscoring
their growing role in gov-
ernance and policy har-
monisation across states.

D000

www.truepointnews.com

Congress Convenes
Review Meet After Bihar
Poll Debacle

TPN Correspondent | Patna

The Congress has
called for a key organisa-
tional review on Novem-
ber 18, bringing together
senior office-bearers
from 12 States and Union
Territories where the
Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral
rolls is currently under-
way. The move comes
amid internal turbu-
lence following the par-
ty’s heavy defeat in the
Bihar Assembly elec-
tions and its escalating
allegations of “vote
chori” (vote theft).

The meeting will in-
clude AICC in-charges,
State unit presidents,
Congress Legislature
Party leaders and party
secretaries overseeing
regions where the Elec-
tion Commission’s revi-
sion exercise is in pro-
gress. Party sources said
the session aims to as-
sess the electoral rolls
process, strategise or-
ganisational mobilisa-

tion, and address con-
cerns the Congress has
flagged regarding the
integrity of recent
elections.

The announcement
follows a bruising loss
for the Mahagathband-
han in Bihar, where the
NDA swept 202 seats
while the Opposition al-
liance, including the
Congress, managed only
35. Senior leaders, in-
cluding Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun
Kharge and Leader of
the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi, met on Saturday to
examine the party’s poor
performance.

On Friday, Mr. Gandhi
described the Bihar re-
sults as “surprising”
and alleged that the elec-
tion “was not fair from
the very beginning.”
The Congress leadership
publicly questioned the
role of the Election Com-
mission, implying that
irregularities in the poll

process contributed to
the outcome. Party offi-
cials also pointed to al-
leged malfunctioning of
Electronic Voting Ma-
chines and discrepan-
cies in booth-level data,
though the EC has re-
jected such claims.

The upcoming meet-
ing is expected to focus
on ensuring greater vigi-
lance during the SIR pro-
cess, particularly in
States heading to polls
over the next two years.
Leaders are likely to dis-
cuss strengthening
booth-level structures,
addressing internal or-
ganisational gaps, and
preparing a coordinated
response to the ruling
NDA’s electoral
machinery.

With morale shaken
and questions mounting
within the party, the No-
vember 18 review is seen
as a crucial step in re-
calibrating Congress
strategy ahead of future
battles.

Security Tightened in
Central Delhi; 34
Unattended Vehicles Seized

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Security has been sig-
nificantly intensified
across Central Delhi fol-
lowing the Red Fort blast
that killed 13 people,
with police launching
large-scale verification
drives and enhanced an-
ti-terror measures
across the district. Offi-
cials said on Sunday that
the stepped-up opera-
tions aim to bolster vigi-
lance and deter any po-
tential threat in crowded
and sensitive zones of
the capital.

According to police, 34
unattended vehicles
were seized during a spe-
cial operation conducted
on Saturday night. In the
same five-hour drive, au-
thorities issued 417 chal-
lans under the Delhi Po-
lice Act. The crackdown
forms part of a broader
security strategy rolled
out immediately after
the blast, which has
heightened alert levels
throughout the district.

Joint Commissioner
of Police (Central
Range) Madhur Verma
is overseeing the oper-
ations alongside dis-
trict DCPs, ACPs,
SHOs, and specialised
units. The senior lead-
ership has been hold-
ing regular coordina-
tion meetings with
Market Welfare Asso-
ciations, Resident Wel-
fare Associations,
shopkeepers, and street
vendors to ensure com-
munity cooperation in
strengthening ground-
level surveillance.

Police teams have in-
creased area domination
exercises, surprise in-
spections, and mock
drills to test readiness.
Armed personnel are
now positioned at high-
footfall markets, reli-
gious sites, tourist areas
and key installations.
Verification drives have
also been expanded
across hotels, guest
houses, cyber cafés,

shopping malls, cine-
mas, chemical shops and
SIM card retailers. Au-
thorities are conducting
intensified checks on
tenants, domestic work-
ers, labourers and secu-
rity guards to prevent
infiltration by anti-so-
cial elements.

On Saturday between
5p.m. and 10 p.m., strict
picket checking was
carried out across mul-
tiple barriers in the dis-
trict. Police examined
683 vehicles and verified
the identities of 24
strangers during the
operation.

Officers said the aim
is to increase police vis-
ibility and real-time vig-
ilance. Patrolling teams
are making frequent
public announcements
urging citizens to report
suspicious objects, vehi-
cles, or individuals im-
mediately, reinforcing
community vigilance as
Delhi remains on high
alert.
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“So Egregious”: TrumpTo Sue BBC For UpTo $5
Billion Over Video Edit

Ukraine Working to
Revive Prisoner

Exchange Talks With
Russia

TPN Bureau | Washington

Ukraine is pushing to restart
prisoner-of-war exchanges with
Russia that could see as many as
1,200 Ukrainian captives return
home, President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy announced on Sun-
day. His remarks came a day af-
ter the country’s national secu-
rity leadership signaled renewed
movement in negotiations that
have long remained stalled.

In a statement posted on X, Mr.
Zelenskyy said Ukrainian offi-
cials were intensifying diplo-
matic efforts aimed at securing
the release of soldiers and civil-
ians held in Russian custody.
“We are ... counting on the re-
sumption of POW exchanges,”
he wrote. “Many meetings, nego-
tiations and calls are currently
taking place to ensure this.”

The President did not provide
details about the timeline or
conditions of a potential ex-
change, but emphasized that the
humanitarian issue remains
one of Ukraine’s most urgent
priorities. According to Ukrain-
ian authorities, approximately
1,200 citizens—mostly military
personnel captured on the bat-
tlefield—are believed to be eligi-
ble for return if talks succeed.

The effort comes amid ongo-
ing security challenges and con-
tinued hostilities along the front
line. Kyiv has frequently ac-
cused Moscow of obstructing

exchange procedures and failing
to comply with international hu-
manitarian norms, while Russia
has at times claimed that
Ukraine has been unwilling to
negotiate on mutually accepta-
ble terms.

Ukraine’s national security
chief on Saturday indicated
that recent contacts with Rus-
sian counterparts had shown
“certain progress,” though he
also noted that the process re-
mained delicate and dependent
on multiple intermediaries.
Several past exchanges were fa-
cilitated through the involve-
ment of third-party countries
and international
organizations.

For thousands of families
awaiting news of missing rela-
tives, the prospect of renewed
talks offers a rare moment of
cautious hope. Ukrainian offi-
cials say they will continue
pressing for the release of all
detainees, maintaining that
prisoner exchanges are a hu-
manitarian obligation even in
the midst of war.

Mr. Zelenskyy reiterated that
Ukraine would pursue every
diplomatic channel available to
bring its citizens home, stress-
ing that each return represents
not only a personal victory for
the families involved but also a
moral imperative for the
nation.

Gen Z-Styled Protests Spread
Across Mexico After Mayor’s Killing

TPN Correspondent | London

Thousands of demonstrators
took to the streets across Mexico
on Saturday under the “Genera-
tion Z” banner, voicing outrage
over rising violence and the re-
cent killing of an anti-crime
mayor. The nationwide marches
were driven in large part by an-
ger over the November 1 assas-
sination of Uruapan Mayor Car-
los Manzo in the western state of
Michoacan. Manzo, a vocal critic
of organized crime, was shot
dead in broad daylight, intensi-
fying public frustration over the
government’s struggle to curb
cartel-related violence.

In Michoacan’s capital, More-
lia, supporters of the slain may-
or marched wearing the straw
hats that symbolized his politi-
cal movement. Many carried
Mexican flags and posters bear-
ing Manzo’s image, calling for
justice and stronger protections
for local officials who have in-
creasingly become targets of
criminal groups.

Protests erupted far beyond
Michoacan. In Mexico City, ten-
sions escalated when a small
group of hooded protesters tore
down metal barriers surround-
ing the National Palace, the resi-
dence and office of President
Claudia Sheinbaum. According

to Reuters witnesses, riot police
responded with tear gas, dispers-
ing the front lines of the crowd
while most demonstrators re-
mained peaceful.

The “Gen Z-styled” demon-
strations reflect a broader youth-
driven movement that has grown
online, fueled by social media
platforms where young activists
have been sharing videos, organ-
izing marches, and demanding
government accountability. The
hashtag-driven mobilization
marks one of the most visible
youth political surges in Mexico
in recent years, with many par-
ticipants expressing frustration
over insecurity, corruption, and
perceived state inaction.

While authorities condemned
the acts of vandalism near the
National Palace, they acknowl-
edged the public’s right to pro-
test. President Sheinbaum has
yet to issue a full statement, but
senior officials said investiga-
tions into Manzo’s killing were
ongoing and would be pursued
“with urgency.”

For many young Mexicans,
Saturday’s marches represent
not only grief for a fallen politi-
cal figure but a broader call for
systemic change as violence con-
tinues to grip several regions of
the country.

TPN Correspondent | New
York City

U.S. President Don-
ald Trump said Friday
he plans to sue the
BBC for up to $5 bil-
lion in damages, esca-
lating a trans-Atlantic
dispute over a mis-
leadingly edited video
of one of his past
speeches. The UK
broadcaster apolo-
gised earlier this week
for the edit but reject-
ed Trump’s claim that
the incident consti-
tutes defamation or
merits financial
compensation.

Speaking to report-
ers aboard Air Force
One, Trump insisted
he would move ahead
with legal action.
“We’ll sue them for an-
ywhere between a bil-
lion and five billion
dollars, probably some
time next week,” he
said. “They’ve even ad-
mitted that they
cheated.”

The controversy
stems from an old clip
from the BBC’s flag-
ship programme Pano-
rama, broadcast ahead

of the 2024 U.S. elec-
tion, which resurfaced
last week. The segment
used an edited version
of Trump’s remarks
that critics say created
the impression he had

directly encouraged
“violent action” before
the January 6, 2021
march to the U.S.
Capitol.

The BBC apologised
on Monday, with chair-

man Samir Shah send-
ing a personal letter to
the White House. The
broadcaster said it
“sincerely regrets” the
misleading edit but
maintains there is “no

basis for a defamation
claim.” Several senior
BBC leaders, including
the director-general
and the head of news,
have already resigned
over the wider fallout.

Trump, however, has
continued to attack the
broadcaster, saying
“the people of the UK
are very angry” and
suggesting he would
raise the matter with
British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer. Accord-
ing to Trump, Starmer
is “very embarrassed,”
though the prime min-
ister has publicly de-
fended the BBC’s inde-
pendence while
avoiding direct criti-
cism of the president.

The broadcaster is
also reviewing a sepa-
rate 2022 Newsnight
clip involving another
altered Trump speech.
The episode has reig-
nited debate in the UK
over public broadcast-
ing neutrality, coming
as the BBC prepares
for crucial negotia-
tions over its next
Royal Charter, due in
20217.

Trump told GB News
he feels compelled to
sue: “This was so egre-
gious. If you don’t do
it, you don’t stop it
from happening again
with other people.”

Pakistan Arrests More Than 100,000 Afghans
Amid Surge in Returns: UNHCRO

TPN Correspondent |
Dhaka

Pakistan has de-
tained over 100,000 Af-
ghan nationals so far
this year, marking the
highest number of ar-
rests recorded since
data collection began
in 2023, according to a
new UNHCR assess-
ment cited by Dawn.
The report highlights
a sharp rise in deten-
tions and returns as
Pakistani authorities
intensify enforcement
measures targeting Af-
ghan Citizen Card
(ACC) holders, undoc-
umented Afghans, and,
increasingly, some
Proof of Registration
(PoR) card holders.

Between January 1
and November 8, 2025,
authorities arrested
100,971 Afghans—an
exponential jump com-
pared to 9,006 arrests
in 2024 and 26,299 in
2023. Chagai and Quet-
ta in Balochistan,
along with Attock in
Punjab, were the top
three districts where

most detentions
occurred.

Data collected by the
International Organi-
zation for Migration
(IOM) showed that
from November 2 to
November 8 alone,
13,380 Afghans were
detained, a 72% rise
from the previous
week. ACC holders and

undocumented Af-
ghans accounted for
76% of the week’s ar-
rests, while PoR hold-
ers made up 24%.

The UNHCR report
also tracked large-
scale returns. From
September 15, 2023, to
November 8, 2025, a to-
tal of 1,723,481 Afghans
returned to Afghani-

stan. In the first week
of November, 55,768 in-
dividuals crossed back
through Torkham,
Ghulam Khan, Cha-
man, Badini and Bah-
ramcha border
points—a 49% increase
from the preceding
week. The reopening
of the Torkham cross-
ing on November 1

contributed signifi-
cantly to the rise.
Fear of arrest was
cited as the primary
reason for returning.
Among undocumented
individuals and ACC
holders, 93% reported
this as their main mo-
tivation; 47% of PoR
holders said the same.
The Pakistani gov-

ernment issued sev-
eral directives in 2025
affecting Afghan na-
tionals. Orders includ-
ed relocation require-
ments from Islamabad
and Rawalpindi, the
launch of the second
phase of the Illegal
Foreigners Repatria-
tion Plan (IFRP), and
a July regulation
mandating PoR hold-
ers to leave after their
cards expired on June
30.

Police operations
have intensified, par-
ticularly in Balo-
chistan. In Nokundi,
raids led to the deten-
tion of hundreds of
Afghans, who were
subsequently trans-
ferred to the Girdi
Jungle Refugee Camp
for deportation
processing.

The ongoing crack-
down comes amid
mounting humanitar-
ian concerns, as re-
turn numbers remain
high while conditions
in Afghanistan contin-
ue to evolve.

ChinaWarns Students OverRising Security Risks'in Japan
After Taiwan Remarks Row

TPN Correspondent |
Bhutan,

China on Sunday is-
sued a caution to its
citizens—particularly
students—planning to
study in Japan, urging
them to “reconsider”
their decisions amid
what Beijing called an
increasingly unstable
security environment.
The warning followed a
sharp diplomatic ex-
change triggered by re-
cent statements made
by Japan’s new Prime
Minister Sanae Takai-
chi regarding Taiwan.

According to Chinese
state media, the Minis-
try of Education said
safety risks for Chinese
nationals in Japan have
risen due to what it de-
scribed as deteriorat-
ing public security, an
increase in crimes tar-
geting Chinese citizens,
and an “unfavourable
study environment.”
The advisory reflects
Beijing’s heightened
sensitivity to Tokyo’s
evolving security pos-
ture and the political
tensions surrounding
Taiwan.

The dispute stems
from remarks Takaichi
made in Japan’s parlia-
ment earlier this
month. She stated that
Japan could deploy its
Self-Defence Forces if
China were to attack
Taiwan, arguing that

such a scenario could
pose a “survival-threat-
ening situation” for Ja-
pan under its security
laws. These laws—
which permit collective
self-defence under lim-
ited conditions—could
allow Japan to respond

militarily if a Taiwan
conflict spills over into
Japanese security
interests.

Japanese media, in-
cluding Kyodo News,
reported that Takaichi
acknowledged her gov-
ernment might author-

ise

Self-Defence Forces ac-
tion even without a di-
rect attack on Japan,
for instance in the
event of a Chinese mar-
itime blockade of Tai-
wan or other coercive
measures.

Beijing condemned

the remarks as “reck-
less rhetoric” and ac-
cused Tokyo of inflam-
ing cross-strait
tensions. China main-
tains that Taiwan is
part of its territory and
opposes any foreign in-
volvement in the
issue.

The advisory to stu-
dents adds a new di-
mension to the fallout,
touching on people-to-
people exchanges that
have long been a stabi-
lising element in Sino-
Japanese relations.
China is the largest
source of international
students in Japan, and
any significant shift in
student flows could
have broad social and
economic effects.

Japanese officials
have not yet formally
responded to the advi-
sory, though previous
statements have reject-
ed claims of deteriorat-
ing public safety. The
row underscores the
fragility of bilateral
ties as both countries
navigate increasingly
complex regional secu-
rity dynamics.
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Stock Markets Snap 3-DayRallyon
Profit-Taking; Adani Group Stocks Surge

Mumbai: Benchmark
indices on Friday wit-
nessed a sharp correc-
tion, snapping a three-
day winning streak, as
profit-taking in major
blue-chip shares
weighed on investor
sentiment. The BSE
Sensex fell 387.73 points
or 0.47 percent to settle
at 82,626.23, while the
NSE Nifty 50 declined
96.55 points or 0.38 per-
cent to close at 25,327.05.
During the session, the
Sensex touched a low of
82,485.92, down 528
points from its previous
close.

Among the top lag-
gards, HCL Tech, ICICI
Bank, Titan, Trent, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank,
Hindustan Unilever,
Mahindra & Mahindra,
and HDFC Bank faced
heavy selling pressure.
Profit-booking in HDFC
Bank and ICICI Bank
was a key factor behind
the market decline.

In contrast, select
stocks, especially Adani
Group companies, wit-
nessed robust gains.
Adani Ports, Adani
Power, Adani Total Gas,
Adani Green Energy,

e
N

Adani Enterprises, and
Adani Energy Solu-
tions rallied up to 13
percent after markets
regulator SEBI cleared

billionaire Gautam
Adani and his group of
allegations regarding
stock manipulation
made by US short-seller

ECONOMY

Hindenburg Research.
SEBI found that inter-
company fund transfers
did not violate any reg-
ulations, giving a sig-

nificant boost to inves-
tor confidence.

Other gainers includ-
ed Bharti Airtel, SBI,
NTPC, and Sun Phar-

ma, helping offset some
losses in the broader
market.

Global markets
showed mixed trends,
with South Korea’s Ko-
spi, Japan’s Nikkei 225,
and Shanghai’s SSE
Composite ending low-
er, while Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng closed in
positive territory. Euro-
pean markets were
trading higher, and US
markets had ended
higher on Thursday.
Meanwhile, Brent
crude dipped 0.55 per-
cent to USD 67.07 per
barrel.

Foreign institutional
investors continued to
support domestic equi-
ties, purchasing shares
worth Rs 366.69 crore on
Thursday, reflecting
sustained interest from
global players despite
profit-booking in select
sectors.

The market correc-
tion comes after a three-
day rally, where Sensex
had gained over 320
points and Nifty had
risen by 93 points,
showing renewed cau-
tion among investors
amid profit-taking.

GST cuts to boost economy, but revenue loss
could hit banking sector

The government is facing a
significant revenue shortfall
due to the recent reduction in
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rates on various essen-
tial products. While official
estimates put the annual rev-
enue loss at around Rs 480
billion, a recent report by
Systematix Research sug-
gests that the actual impact
could be far greater, poten-
tially reaching nearly Rs 1.2
trillion.

The GST rate cuts, aimed
at easing the financial bur-
den on consumers and boost-
ing consumption, cover a
range of items, including es-
sential goods and daily-use
products. According to econ-
omists, such reductions are
expected to stimulate de-
mand in the short term, pro-
viding relief to households
grappling with inflation and
increasing disposable in-
come for middle-class
families.

However, the Systematix
Research report highlights
that while the rate cuts may
benefit consumers, they will
exert substantial pressure on
government finances. The
higher-than-expected reve-

nue loss could limit the fiscal
space available for develop-
ment projects, social welfare
schemes, and infrastructure
investments. Analysts cau-
tion that if such revenue
shortfalls persist, the gov-
ernment may need to explore
alternative measures, such
as improving tax compli-
ance, broadening the GST
base, or adjusting rates on
non-essential items.

Financial experts also note
that while the move may
stimulate economic activity,
it underscores the delicate
balance policymakers must
maintain between boosting
consumption and safeguard-
ing fiscal health. The govern-
ment is expected to monitor
revenue collections closely
over the next few months to
gauge the actual impact of
these GST cuts and assess
whether additional measures
may be required to offset the
shortfall.

With the potential revenue
loss reaching Rs 1.2 trillion,
the debate over the sustaina-
bility of GST reductions is
likely to continue among pol-
icymakers, economists, and
industry stakeholders.

Tata Technologies Acquires Germany’s ES-Tec
Group, Shares Rise 2%

Tata Technologies
Limited shares rose 2
percent intraday on
Monday, September 15,
following the company’s
announcement of the
acquisition of Germa-
ny-based ES-Tec GmbH
and its subsidiaries in a
deal valued at up to €75
million.

The acquisition will
be executed through
Tata Technologies’ Sin-
gapore subsidiary and
is expected to close by
December 31, 2025, sub-
ject to regulatory ap-
provals in Germany and
Morocco. ES-Tec Group,
founded in 2006 and
headquartered in Wolfs-
burg, is a premium auto-
motive engineering ser-
vices provider
specializing in advanced
driver assistance sys-
tems (ADAS), connected
driving, and digital en-
gineering. The company
reported €36 million in
revenue in 2024 and em-
ploys over 300
professionals.

Tata Technologies
said the deal will signifi-
cantly enhance its engi-
neering, research, and
development capabili-
ties, particularly in em-
bedded systems and sys-
tems engineering. The
acquisition is expected
to be earnings-per-share
accretive from the first
full year of operations.

Warren Harris, MD &
CEO of Tata Technolo-
gies, described the ac-
quisition as a “strategic
leap” that strengthens
Tata Technologies’ abil-
ity to deliver **end-to-
end product engineer-
ing solutions across the
automotive value
chain.” He added that
ES-Tec’s technical
depth, customer focus,
and regional presence
align with Tata Technol-
ogies’ vision to become
the first partner choice
for global OEMs navi-
gating intelligent, con-
nected, and sustainable
mobility.

Marc Wille, MD &

CEO of ES-Tec, wel-
comed the partnership,
saying it will allow the
German firm to expand
its international pres-
ence and address future
automotive challenges.
The acquisition posi-

tions Tata Technologies
more strongly in Eu-
rope’s automotive hub,
at a time when global
OEMs are ramping up
R&D investments in
electrification, ADAS,
and software-defined ve-

hicle platforms. With
the European engineer-
ing services market pro-
jected to grow from €4.5
billion in 2020 to €11.7
billion by 2030, the move

offers significant
growth opportunities

for the company and
strengthens India’s foot-
print in global automo-
tive R&D.

the contentious issue
that has affected India’s
telecom industry for
years.

D000

www.truepointnews.com

SEBI Clears Adani
Group, Boosts
Investor Confidence

New Delhi: Markets regula-
tor SEBI’s clearance of the
Adani Group has been hailed
as a major boost not only for
the conglomerate but also for
India’s investment climate,
according to Manish Singh,
Chief Investment Officer at
Crossbridge Capital.

On September 18, SEBI dis-
missed allegations by US
short seller Hindenburg Re-
search, which had claimed
that Adani Group firms, in-
cluding Adani Enterprises,
Adani Ports, and Adani Pow-
er, had routed funds through
three companies — Adicorp
Enterprises, Milestone
Tradelinks, and Rehvar In-
frastructure — in an irregular
manner. SEBI’s investigation
found that all loans were re-
paid, funds were used for in-
tended purposes, and there
was no fraud or unfair trade
practice, effectively giving a
clean chit to both the group
and Chairman Gautam
Adani.

Speaking to NDTV Profit,
Manish Singh welcomed the
move, saying, “This is very
good news for the group, and
it is also very good news for
India, given the importance
of the Adani Group in the In-
dian development story. India

adani

needs a lot of power, and in
my opinion, the country
needs a few more Adanis.”

He further highlighted the
broader economic implica-
tions, noting that investor
confidence directly affects
the cost of capital, a critical
factor in any country’s
growth trajectory. “If inves-
tor confidence erodes, it leads
to a higher cost of capital,
which can slow development.
This SEBI order is a signifi-
cant confidence booster for
India,” Singh said.

However, Singh cautioned
that the government should
scrutinize any malicious in-
tent behind such allegations
to prevent future attempts at
tarnishing reputations. “The
last thing you want is inves-
tor confidence to drop be-
cause people rely on head-
lines without knowing the
full story. Any potential mali-
cious intent should be inves-
tigated and exposed,” he
added.

With SEBI’s clearance, the
Adani Group’s stock perfor-
mance and credibility are ex-
pected to strengthen, provid-
ing a boost to foreign investor
confidence and supporting
India’s broader economic
growth story.

Vodafone Idea Shares
Surge 7% as Centre
Signals Relief in AGR Case

New Delhi: Vodafone Idea
shares jumped 7 percent on
September 19, after the Cen-
tre informed the Supreme
Court that it was not oppos-
ing the telco’s plea regarding
adjusted gross revenue
(AGR) dues and added that
“some solution is required.”

Speaking before the apex
court, the government said,
“Not opposing Vodafone Idea
plea, some solution is re-
quired, government is also
an equity holder. Some solu-
tion may be required, sub-
ject to Supreme Court ap-
proval,” according to
CNBC-TV18. The next hear-
ing in the case is scheduled
for September 26, with the
bench, led by Chief Justice
B.R. Gavai, emphasizing that
“there has to be some finali-
ty to these proceedings.”

The Centre highlighted its
49 percent equity stake in
Vodafone Idea, urging the
court to consider changed
circumstances and provide
relief in the larger public in-
terest. Following the an-
nouncement, Vodafone
Idea’s stock touched an in-
traday high of Rs 8.42, trad-
ing 6 percent higher at Rs
8.31 by noon.

Vodafone Idea has ap-
proached the Supreme Court

seeking to quash an addi-
tional AGR demand of Rs
9,450 crore by the Depart-
ment of Telecommunica-
tions (DoT). The telco argued
that the fresh dues exceed
the scope of the 2020 SC rul-
ing, which had locked AGR
liabilities up to FY17. Of the
total demand, Rs 5,675 crore
pertains to pre-merger Voda-
fone Group liabilities, while
Rs 2,774 crore relates to the
post-merger entity after con-
solidation in August 2018.

The company noted that
Rs 5,606 crore had already
been settled and requested a
full reconciliation of pre-
FY17 dues. Vodafone Idea
warned that the revised de-
mand threatens its financial
viability, 4G and 5G expan-
sion plans, and the liveli-
hoods of thousands of em-
ployees. The telco’s total
dues, including penalties
and interest, stand at nearly
Rs 2 lakh crore, with instal-
ments of around Rs 18,000
crore due annually from
March 2026 after the morato-
rium period.

Investors welcomed the
Centre’s statement as a po-
tential reprieve, giving tem-
porary relief to the strug-
gling telecom giant in a
highly competitive market.
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20 Peacocks Found Dead Near Stream
in Karnataka

Asus Laptops Now on
Swiggy Instamartin 6

Cities

In a first-of-its-kind move in
the Indian tech retail space,
Taiwanese electronics giant
Asus has partnered with Swig-
gy Instamart to deliver laptops
in just 10 minutes. Starting at
733,990, these laptops will now
be available for instant delivery
in six major Indian cities: Delhi
NCR, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Pune, and Kolkata.

This strategic partnership
aims to tap into the booming
quick commerce market, which
now accounts for over 30% of
urban tech purchases in India.
Asus is targeting this segment
by offering a rapid, convenient
way for customers to buy lap-
tops without visiting a store or
waiting for traditional delivery
timelines.

The current lineup available
through Swiggy Instamart in-
cludes two consumer notebook
models and one gaming laptop
— the Asus TUF Gaming F16,
priced at ¥74,990. The company
previously offered accessories
on quick commerce platforms
and is now expanding to in-

clude its full range of laptops
and peripherals. Customers
purchasing a laptop can also
add compatible accessories like
keyboards, mice, and more dur-
ing checkout.

“As the demand for conveni-
ence and speed rises in urban
India, quick commerce is be-
coming a decisive factor in tech
buying decisions,” an Asus
spokesperson said. “We want to
meet consumers where they
are — which today is just a few
taps away on their phones.”

This new delivery option
adds another layer of conveni-
ence for students, gamers, and
working professionals looking
for immediate access to com-
puting power, especially in
emergency or time-sensitive
situations.

With this innovative rollout,
Asus becomes the first major
laptop brand in India to offer
10-minute delivery, blending
high-end tech with the speed of
quick commerce — and reshap-
ing how urban India shops for
devices.

Broccoli also has
These Side Effects

Broccoli is widely regarded
as one of the healthiest vege-
tables, packed with essential
nutrients. Yet, health experts
caution that excessive con-
sumption can lead to a variety
of health issues.

While its high fiber content
is beneficial in moderate quan-
tities, eating too much broccoli
can overload the digestive sys-
tem, resulting in bloating, gas,
and constipation. Individuals
with sensitive stomachs are
particularly advised to limit its
intake.

Broccoli also contains com-
pounds known as goitrogens,
which can hinder thyroid
function. These compounds
block iodine absorption, po-
tentially reducing the pro-
duction of thyroid hormones.
For people with existing thy-
roid conditions, overcon-
sumption of broccoli may
worsen their symptoms.

Another concern is broc-

coli’s rich vitamin K content,
which plays a crucial role in
blood clotting. For individu-
als on blood-thinning medica-
tions for heart conditions or
other reasons, consuming
large amounts of broccoli
could interfere with the
drugs’ effectiveness and in-
crease the risk of clot
formation.

Some people may also experi-
ence allergic reactions to broc-
coli, including symptoms such
as skin rashes, itching, or
swelling. In such cases, imme-
diate medical attention is
advised.

In conclusion, while broccoli
remains a valuable part of a
healthy diet, experts strongly
recommend moderation. Peo-
ple with thyroid issues, heart
conditions, or digestive sensi-
tivity should consult a health-
care provider before making
broccoli a regular part of their
meals.

In a shocking inci-
dent from Hanuman-
thapura village in Kar-
nataka, twenty
peacocks — India’s na-
tional bird — were
found dead under mys-
terious circumstances
near a stream. Accord-
ing to reports, local
farmers discovered the
carcasses of 17 female
and 3 male peacocks,
prompting immediate
concern and investiga-
tion by the Forest
Department.

Forest officials who
reached the spot col-
lected evidence and dis-
patched the carcasses
to the Forensic Science
Laboratory. Officials
stated that the cause of
death would be con-
firmed after scientific
examination, with poi-
soning being one of the
suspected causes.

This mass death
comes at a time when
Karnataka is already
grappling with a series
of unexplained wildlife
fatalities. Just a month
earlier, 20 monkeys

were found dead in the
Chamarajanagar dis-
trict, where forest and
police officials also sus-
pected poisoning.

In another alarming
case, five tigers — a ti-
gress and her four cubs

— died on June 27 in
the Male Mahadesh-
wara Hills Wildlife
Sanctuary. Initial in-
vestigation revealed
that the tigress had
preyed on a cow that
was allegedly poisoned

by villagers in retalia-
tion. The meat was
laced with poison, lead-
ing to the tragic deaths.
Three individuals —
Konappa, Madaraja,
and Nagaraj — from
Koppa village were ar-

rested in that case.
Both the peacock and
tiger incidents have
raised serious ques-
tions about wildlife
protection and human-
animal conflict in Kar-
nataka. While the for-

est department does
offer compensation for
livestock Kkilled by wild
animals, the benefit is
not extended when
such killings occur
within the core areas
of sanctuaries or na-
tional parks — where
cattle grazing is
illegal.

The recent peacock
deaths are particularly
disturbing given the
state’s commitment to
preserving the species.
Karnataka is home to
two prominent peacock
sanctuaries — Adi-
chunchanagiri and
Bankapura — both es-
tablished to protect and
conserve the national
bird.

With multiple wild-
life deaths being re-
ported in short succes-
sion, activists and
environmentalists are
urging stricter enforce-
ment of wildlife laws
and better coordination
between forest officials
and local communities
to prevent further
incidents.

114-Year-Old Shigeko Becomes Japan’s Oldest
Living Person

Shigeko Kagawa, a
114-year-old retired physi-
cian from Japan’s Nara Pre-
fecture, has officially be-
come the oldest living
person in the country, ac-
cording to Japan’s Ministry
of Health, Labour and Wel-
fare. The announcement fol-
lows the death of Miyoko
Hiroyasu, who was also 114.

Kagawa, an obstetrician
and gynaecologist by profes-
sion, served as a wartime
physician at a hospital in
Osaka during the Second
World War. After a long ca-
reer in medicine, she retired
at the age of 86 from her
family-run clinic.

Despite her age, Kagawa
remains a symbol of Japan’s
famed longevity. She drew
global attention in 2021
when, at 109, she took part in
the Tokyo Olympics torch
relay—becoming one of the
oldest Olympic torchbearers
in history.

Speaking to local media in
2023, Kagawa credited her
long life to a carefree and ac-
tive lifestyle. “I don’t have
any [secret]... Ijust play eve-
ry day. My energy is my
greatest asset. I go where I
want, eat what I want and do
what I want. I'm free and in-
dependent,” she told TOS
News.

Before her, the title was
held by Miyoko Hiroyasu,
born in 1911, who passed
away in a nursing home in
Oita Prefecture. A former
art student, Hiroyasu spent
her final days reading,
sketching, and playing card
games. She raised three chil-
dren and remained mentally
and physically active until
her passing.

Both women are celebrat-
ed as reflections of Japan’s
aging yet resilient popula-
tion, where longevity con-
tinues to break global
records.

Lost’Ghost Ship'F.J. King Found After Nearly 140 Years
in Lake Michigan

The long-lost schooner E.J.
King, which vanished in a
storm in 1886 while carrying
iron ore, has finally been
discovered off Wisconsin’s
coast, ending nearly 140
years of uncertainty. The
discovery was confirmed by
underwater archaeologists
working with the Wisconsin
Historical Society and the
Wisconsin Underwater Ar-
chaeology Association, as
reported by NDTV.

Built in 1867 in Toledo,
Ohio, the 144-foot, three-

masted cargo schooner was
transporting iron ore from
Escanaba, Michigan, to Chi-
cago when disaster struck
on September 15, 1886.
Fierce gales and waves as
high as 10 feet battered the
vessel, opening its seams.
Despite hours of desperate
pumping, the schooner sank
around 2 am. Fortunately,
Captain William Griffin and
his crew were rescued by a
passing ship, but the exact
location of the wreck re-
mained a mystery for

generations.

Researcher Brendon Bail-
lod spearheaded the latest
effort to track down the
wreck. Guided by an eyewit-
ness account from a light-
house keeper, his team
scanned a two-square-mile
area off Bailey’s Harbour on
Wisconsin’s Door Peninsula.
On June 28, 2025, side-scan
sonar revealed the ship rest-
ing half a mile from the re-
ported site. To their sur-
prise, the hull was largely
intact, though coated with

invasive quagga mussels
and marine growth.

“A few of us had to pinch
each other,” Baillod said.
“After all the previous
searches, we couldn’t be-
lieve we had actually found
it, and so quickly.” The dis-
covery is particularly re-
markable given the heavy
iron ore cargo that many be-
lieved would have shattered
the vessel upon impact with
the lakebed.

The find adds to a growing
list of historic wrecks locat-

ed by the Wisconsin Under-
water Archaeology Associa-
tion. Earlier this year, the
group identified the steamer
LW Crane in the Fox River at
Oshkosh and the tugboat
John Evenson along with
the schooner Margaret A.
Muir off Algoma. Baillod
also located the schooner
Trinidad in 2023.

This rediscovery not only
solves a maritime mystery
but also deepens under-
standing of the Great Lakes’
rich shipwreck history.
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Sinner Begins ATP Finals Title Defence
withWin Over Auger-Aliassime

Italy’s Jannik Sinner
started his ATP Finals title
defence in impressive fash-
ion, defeating Canada’s Fe-
lix Auger-Aliassime 7-5, 6-1
in his opening group-stage
match in Turin. Backed by
a roaring home crowd, the
world No. 2 displayed sharp
form and composure as he
began his campaign to re-
tain the prestigious year-
end crown.

The first set was tightly
contested, with both play-
ers holding serve until Sin-
ner broke at a crucial mo-
ment to clinch it 7-5. Riding
on that momentum, the
Italian completely dominat-
ed the second set, showcas-
ing his trademark power
and precision from the
baseline. Auger-Aliassime
struggled to keep up with
Sinner’s aggressive pace,
managing to win just one
game in the set.

For Sinner, the victory
not only marks a confident
start to his title defence but
also keeps alive his hopes
of securing the year-end
No. 1 ranking. To achieve
that milestone, he must win

the ATP Finals and rely on
Carlos Alcaraz not reach-
ing the championship
match.

Meanwhile, in another
group-stage encounter, Tay-
lor Fritz registered a solid
win over Lorenzo Musetti,

who stepped in as a late re-
placement for injured
world No. 1 Novak Djoko-
vic. Fritz controlled the
match with his strong serve
and steady baseline play,
ensuring a smooth start to
his own campaign.

The 2025 ATP Finals
promise high-voltage ten-
nis, with the world’s top
eight players battling for
glory in Turin. For Sinner,
the tournament carries ex-
tra emotion — not only as
the defending champion on

home soil but also as he
chases history to potential-
ly finish the year as the
world’s best.

With his opening victory,
Sinner has set the tone for
another thrilling week in
Italian tennis.

Sumit Nagal Faces Visa Hurdle Ahead of Australian Open
Playoffs in China

India’s top-ranked ten-
nis player Sumit Nagal
has hit an unexpected

roadblock ahead of the
Australian Open Asia-Pa-
cific Wildcard Playoffs,

after his China visa was
rejected without explana-
tion. The qualifying

event, which offers play-
ers a chance to earn a di-
rect entry into the 2026
Australian Open, is
scheduled to take place
in Chengdu, China, from
November 24 to 29, 2025.

Taking to social media
platform X (formerly
Twitter), Nagal appealed
to the Chinese Ambassa-
dor to India and the Chi-
nese Embassy in India
for urgent intervention.
“Respected @China_
Amb_India and @ChinaS-
pox_India, I am Sumit
Nagal, India’s No.1 ten-
nis player. I am supposed
to fly to China soon to
represent India at the
Australian Open Playoff.
But my visa was rejected
without reason. Your ur-
gent help would be much
appreciated,” Nagal
wrote.

The 27-year-old from
Jhajjar, Haryana, is cur-
rently ranked 275th in
the ATP standings, mak-
ing him India’s highest-
ranked singles player.
Having fallen outside the
world’s top 100, Nagal no

longer qualifies for di-
rect entries into Grand
Slam tournaments and
must rely on wildcard op-
portunities or qualifying
rounds to compete in ma-
jor events.

Nagal’s visa issue now
threatens his participa-
tion in the Chengdu play-
offs — a crucial event
that could determine his
path to the 2026 Austral-
ian Open. Missing the
tournament would be a
significant setback for
his season ambitions.

The Chinese Embassy
and tournament organis-
ers have yet to issue a re-
sponse to the matter.

Nagal last featured in
the 2024 Australian Open,
where he exited in the
first round. Earlier this
year, he played a vital
role in India’s Davis Cup
victory over Switzerland,
winning both his singles
matches.

Fans and fellow players
have voiced support on-
line, urging quick resolu-
tion to ensure India’s top
tennis star can compete.

Lionel Messi Hopes for Nou Camp Return to Bid
Emotional Farewell

Football icon Lionel Mes-
si has expressed his desire
to return to Camp Nou one
day to bid a proper farewell
to the fans and club that de-
fined his illustrious career.
The Argentina and Barce-
lonalegend, now 38, shared
a heartfelt message after
visiting the newly renovat-
ed stadium, evoking nostal-
gia among supporters
worldwide.

Messi, who left Barcelo-
na in 2021 due to the club’s
severe financial crisis,
moved to Paris Saint-Ger-
main before eventually
joining Inter Miami in
2023. Despite his success
abroad, the connection be-
tween Messi and Barcelona
remains deeply emotional.

“Last night I returned to
a place I deeply miss,” Mes-
si wrote on Instagram, re-
ferring to his recent visit to
the revamped Camp Nou.
“A place where I was im-
mensely happy, where you
made me feel a thousand
times like the happiest per-
son in the world.”

He added, “I hope one
day I can return, and not
just to say goodbye as a
player, as I was never able
to do.”

The eight-time Ballon

d’Or winner spent more
than two decades at Barce-
lona, where he became the
club’s all-time leading
scorer and helped them
win four Champions
League titles and ten La

Liga crowns. His unexpect-
ed departure in 2021 left
fans heartbroken, as he
was unable to say farewell
on the pitch due to pan-
demic restrictions and
club turmoil.

Currently playing for In-
ter Miami, Messi contin-
ues to shine — scoring
twice on Saturday to guide
his side into the next round
of the MLS Cup play-offs.

Messi’s message has re-

ignited hopes among fans
that Barcelona will organ-
ise a special farewell match
at the Camp Nou, giving
the football legend the
send-off he truly
deserves.
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West Indies to Play
Afghanistanin UAET20I
Series

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has
officially announced a three-
match T20 International series
against Afghanistan, scheduled
to take place in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) in January
2026. The series will serve as
key preparation for both sides
ahead of the ICC T20 World Cup,
set to be hosted in India and Sri
Lanka later next year.

The opening T20I will be
played on January 19 at the
Sharjah Cricket Stadium, fol-
lowed by the second and third
matches on January 21 and Jan-
uary 22, respectively, at the
same venue.

CWTI’s Director of Cricket,
Miles Bascombe, highlighted
the importance of the series,
stating, “This series provides
an ideal platform for our prepa-
ration. Facing strong opposi-
tion in subcontinental condi-
tions will help us sharpen our
combinations and approach. It
also gives our players a chance
to build confidence on surfaces
similar to those we’ll encounter

in India and Sri Lanka.”

Echoing the sentiment, Na-
seeb Khan, CEO of the Afghani-
stan Cricket Board (ACB), ex-
pressed enthusiasm about the
contest, saying, “Competing
against the West Indies before a
global tournament offers an ex-
cellent opportunity for our
team to fine-tune its lineup and
boost readiness for the World
Cup.”

The West Indies, who co-host-
ed the previous edition of the
T20 World Cup, reached the Su-
per Eight stage but narrowly
missed out on the semifinals.
Afghanistan, meanwhile, made
history by advancing to the
semifinals for the first time.

In their past head-to-head re-
cord, West Indies lead Afghani-
stan 5-3 in eight T20I clashes.
The upcoming series promises
to be a competitive and strate-
gic prelude to the 2026 T20
World Cup, offering both teams
a valuable opportunity to test
their strengths under similar
playing conditions.

India Clinch T20I Series
Against Australia as Rain Halts
Final Match

Team India secured a 2-1 series
victory over Australia after the
fifth and final T20 International
at the Gabba was abandoned due
to rain on Saturday. The down-
pour ended any hopes of a full
contest, bringing the exciting
five-match series to an early
conclusion.

After being put in to bat, In-
dia’s openers Shubman Gill and
Abhishek Sharma gave the visi-
tors a fiery start, racing to a 50-
run stand in quick time. Gill
looked in fine touch, unbeaten
on 29 off 16 balls, while Abhishek
smashed 23 off 13 deliveries be-
fore rain interrupted play in the
fourth over. Unfortunately, the
showers intensified, forcing the
umpires to call off the game
without a single ball bowled in
Australia’s innings.

The washout meant India, who
had already taken a 2-1 lead after
victories in Sydney and Canber-
ra, clinched the series despite
Australia’s win in Adelaide. It
marks another successful outing

for India’s young squad, led by
Suryakumar Yadav, who show-
cased both flair and composure
throughout the tour.

The series saw several stand-
out performances, including ex-
plosive batting from Ruturaj Gai-
kwad and Rinku Singh, alongside
crucial bowling spells from
Mukesh Kumar and Axar Patel.
For Australia, Travis Head and
Matthew Short were among the
top performers, though incon-
sistent bowling hurt their chanc-
es of a comeback.

With this result, India contin-
ue their impressive T20 record in
overseas conditions, extending
their dominance ahead of next
year’s T20 World Cup. The team
will now shift focus to the up-
coming ODI series, while Aus-
tralia look to regroup after a
rain-marred finish in Brisbane.

Despite the anticlimactic end,
India’s young guns once again
proved their mettle on foreign
soil, sealing a well-deserved 2-1
series triumph.
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Mahesh Babu to PlayLord Sriramin

Rajinikanth-Kamal
Haasan Projects Spark
Confusion Among Fans

Superstar Mahesh

Fans of Tamil cinema are
left puzzled as legendary ac-
tors Rajinikanth and Kamal
Haasan announced upcoming
collaborations without finalis-
ing scripts. The confusion sur-
faced after director Sundar C
exited the much-hyped Thalai-
var 173, which was expected to
reunite the two stars after
decades.

Last week, Thalaivar 173
was officially announced by
Kamal Haasan’s production
house, with Sundar C attached
as director and Rajinikanth in
the lead. However, Sundar C
recently stepped away from
the project due to unspecified
reasons. In response, Kamal
Haasan revealed that the
script had yet to be finalised,
as Rajinikanth had not fully
approved it. The team is re-
portedly reviewing multiple
scripts until Rajinikanth gives
his go-ahead.

The revelation shocked fans,
who had expected a concrete
project announcement. Kamal
Haasan also confirmed that
both actors are considering
scripts for another ambitious
film together, marking their
first on-screen collaboration
in over forty years. Interest-
ingly, both stars had already
publicly confirmed months
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ago that a joint project was im-
minent, adding to the
confusion.

Industry insiders note that
such announcements without
locked scripts are unusual,
even for less experienced ac-
tors, as it risks fan disappoint-
ment and media scrutiny. Crit-
ics argue that this strategy
seems aimed at generating
buzz rather than presenting a
finalized project.

With two major films —
Thalaivar 173 and the yet-un-
named Rajini-Kamal project
— in the works, fans remain
eager but uncertain about the
timelines and final storylines.
Until scripts are approved and
directors confirmed, the pro-
jects remain in a preliminary
phase, leaving audiences spec-
ulating about what the even-
tual collaborations will
deliver.

The excitement surround-
ing these announcements
highlights the enduring ap-
peal of Rajinikanth and Ka-
mal Haasan, but also under-
scores the risks of building
hype before the creative
groundwork is complete. Fans
now await official confirma-
tions on scripts, directors, and
shooting schedules before the
projects move forward.

‘Akhanda 2'Goes 3D: A
Bold Move Ahead of
Release

After a string of hits with
Simha, Legend, and Akhanda,
Nandamuri Balakrishna and
director Boyapati Srinu are
back with Akhanda 2, slated
for a grand release on Decem-
ber 5. The first installment’s
massive success has set high
expectations for the sequel,
and the makers are pulling out
all stops to deliver a bigger
spectacle.

In amajor announcement at
a Hyderabad promotional
event, the team revealed that
Akhanda 2 will release world-
wide in 3D alongside the tradi-
tional 2D version. A special
screening of the upgraded 3D
visuals at Prasadz IMAX im-
pressed media and fans, show-
casing the enhanced action se-
quences and larger-than-life
visuals that were a hallmark
of the first film.

Director Boyapati Srinu
promised Telugu audiences an
immersive experience like
never before, emphasizing the

3D format’s potential to elevate
the film’s pan-India appeal.
The ambitious attempt is
aimed at giving fans a cinemat-
ic treat while positioning the
film strongly in the competi-
tive December release
calendar.

However, industry experts
are raising questions about lo-
gistical challenges. The avail-
ability of sufficient 3D screens
across Telugu-speaking states
and the provision of compati-
ble 3D glasses could determine
whether the audience fully en-
joys the upgraded experience.
Despite these concerns, the
buzz around Akhanda 2’s visu-
als and Balakrishna’s star
power has already generated
significant anticipation.

With high-octane action,
eye-catching effects, and now a
3D dimension, Akhanda 2
promises to be one of the most-
awaited films of the year, with
fans eagerly awaiting the final
cinematic spectacle.

Babu will portray ﬁ”&;
Lord Sriram for the \ & N

first time in his career
in the upcoming pro-
ject Varanasi, directed
by acclaimed filmmak-
er SS Rajamouli. The
announcement offi-
cially confirms long-
standing rumors about
the actor taking on a
divine role on the big
screen.

Speaking at the
event, Mahesh Babu
shared that he had
previously declined
roles portraying dei-
ties, despite his fa-
ther’s advice to ex-
plore all opportunities.
“I always disagreed
when it came to play-
ing God on screen,”
Mahesh said. Howev-
er, Rajamouli con-
vinced him, trans-
forming Varanasi into
a project the actor de-
scribes as a dream
come true.

Rajamouli praised
Mahesh’s portrayal,
stating that he embod-
ies both charm and fe-
rocity as Lord Sriram.
The segment featuring
Mahesh is set as a
30-minute episode,
which the director

Rajamouli’s‘Varanasi’

promises will leave au-
diences amazed in the-
atres. According to Ra-
jamouli, initial doubts
about casting Mahesh
in such a revered role
were dispelled after a
test shoot, leaving him
“awestruck” by the
performance.

The film recently
wrapped shooting for
this pivotal sequence,
and early reports sug-
gest that the visuals
and performance have
been received positive-
ly by the team. Ra-
jamouli emphasized
that Mahesh’s pres-

ence brings a unique
blend of intensity and
grace to the divine
character, making the
portrayal memorable
for audiences.

Earlier, rumors had
linked Mahesh to
Prashanth Varma’s
Jai Hanuman in the

role of Lord Sriram,
but the actor clarified
that those were mere
speculations. Varanasi
officially marks Ma-
hesh Babu’s debut as a
deity on screen, gener-
ating high anticipa-
tion among fans and
moviegoers alike.

With Rajamouli at
the helm and Mahesh
Babu in a never-be-
fore-seen avatar, Vara-
nasi is shaping up to
be a landmark cine-
matic experience that
blends mythology
with contemporary
storytelling.

Priyanka Chopra
Stuns With Desi Look
atVaranasi Launch

Priyanka Chopra turned
heads at the Varanasi title
launch, effortlessly blend-
ing elegance with tradi-
tional Indian style. Slip-
ping a few Telugu words
into her speech, she
charmed the audience and
won hearts instantly.

Her cream embroidered
half-saree, paired with a
chunky necklace, bangles,
and forehead ornaments,
created a mesmerizing
look that seemed straight
out of a dream. Fans and
fashion enthusiasts alike

praised her impeccable
styling and graceful pres-
ence at the event.

The excitement peaked
when Priyanka posed
alongside Superstar Ma-
hesh Babu. The duo’s on-
stage camaraderie sparked
fan speculation about
their on-screen chemistry,
and pictures of the pair
quickly went viral across
social media platforms.

Priyanka’s appearance
not only highlighted her
fashion sensibilities but
also her ability to connect

with regional audiences,
adding an extra layer of
charm to the film’s promo-
tional activities.

The event marked a ma-
jor highlight in the promo-
tional campaign for Vara-
nasi, and Priyanka’s
desi-inspired look is being
celebrated as one of her
most memorable public
appearances in recent
times. Fans are eagerly
awaiting the film, now
even more excited to see
the star duo together on
screen.

IN THEATRES
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Ram’s Andhra King
Taluka Gets New
Release Date

Ram’s fans have reason to
celebrate as his much-awaited
film Andhra King Taluka has
been preponed by a day. The
production house, Mythri
Movie Makers, announced
that the movie will now hit
theaters worldwide on No-
vember 27, 2025.

The film’s theatrical trailer
is set for a grand unveiling in
Kurnool on November 18, ac-
companied by a spectacular
drone show — a first-of-its-
kind promotional event in In-
dia. The songs released so far
have already generated signif-
icant buzz, raising expecta-
tions for the film’s storyline
and performances.

In Andhra King Taluka,
Ram plays a diehard fan of a
film star, portrayed by Upen-
dra. Young actress Bhag-
yashri Borse will be seen as
the leading lady. The movie is
directed by P. Mahesh Babu
and features music composed
by the talented duo Vivek and
Mervin.

The film promises a mix of
action, drama, and fan-centric
moments, catering to Ram’s
large fanbase. The production

house has emphasized that all
theaters worldwide will follow
proper screenings to ensure
fans get the best cinematic
experience.

With the preponed release,
anticipation is building across
social media, where fans have
already begun sharing crea-
tive posts and trailers. The
combination of Ram and Up-
endra, along with the unique
promotional strategies, is ex-
pected to make Andhra King
Taluka one of the biggest Tel-
ugu releases of the year.

As the release date ap-
proaches, film enthusiasts are
eager to see how the story un-
folds, particularly Ram’s por-
trayal of a dedicated fan, and
the chemistry between him
and Bhagyashri Borse. The
movie’s soundtrack and high-
octane sequences are also ex-
pected to be highlights during
the theatrical experience.

Andhra King Taluka is
shaping up to be a significant
milestone in Ram’s career,
blending fan service, enter-
tainment, and a star-studded
cast to captivate audiences
nationwide.
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