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Hyderabad: Telanga-

na’s ruling Congress par-
ty wrested Jubilee Hills 
Assembly seat from the 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) in the by-election 
by a comfortable margin 
on Friday. In a direct con-
test, V. Naveen Yadav of  
the Congress defeated 
his nearest rival Magan-
ti Sunitha by a margin of  
24,729 votes. This is the 
highest margin of  victo-
ry in the constituency’s 
history.

Naveen Yadav polled 
98,988 votes while Suni-
tha secured 74,259 votes. 
BJP’s Lankala Deepak 
Reddy finished a distant 
third with only 17,061 
votes and forfeited his se-
curity deposit. The Con-
gress candidate was lead-
ing from the very first 
round and increased the 
lead with every round. 
The BRS did not secure a 
lead in any round.

Tuesday’s bye-election 
saw 48.49 per cent poll-
ing. Out of  total 4,01,365 
voters, 1,94,631 voters 
had exercised their fran-
chise. The Congress par-
ty wrested the seat by se-
curing 50.83 per cent of  
polled votes, whereas the 
BRS polled 38.13 per cent 
votes, while the BJP coul 
d manage only 8.76 per 
cen t votes.

Though a total of  58 
candidates were in the 
fray, the fourth-highest 
number of  votes were ca 
st for None Of  The Above 

(NOTA) as a total of  924 
voters opted for th e NO 
TA option. The bypoll wa 
s caused by the de ath of  
Maganti Gopinath of  the 
BRS. The main Opposi-
tion party had fielded his 
wife to cash in on the per 
ceived sympathy wave, 
but that gamble did not 
pay off  for KCR's party.

This is the second by-
poll win for the Congress 
party since coming to 
power in 2023. It wrested 
Secunderabad Canton-
ment seat from the BRS 
last year. The bye-elec-
tion was caused by the 
death of  BRS MLA G. 
Lasya Nanditha in a road 
accident. The victory in 
the bypoll will increase 
the official tally of  the 
Congress party in the 
119-member Assembly to 
66.

The win also comes as 
a boost for the Congress 
party in Greater Hydera 
bad, the region where it 
had drawn a blank in the 
November 2023 polls. 
The victory is also likely 

to lift the spirits of  the ru 
ling party cadres ahead 
of  Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) elections.

The bye-election was 
fought as a prestige bat-
tle by the Congress and B 
RS. Chief  Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy and his en-
tire Cabinet had cam-
paigned aggressively for 
the party candidate. The 
BRS, which was hoping 
to bounce back after los-
ing power and drawing a 
blank in Lok Sabha elec-
tions last year, received 
another setback on 
Friday.

The BRS had termed 
the bye-election a refer-
endum on the performan 
ce of  the Congress gov-
ernment. After receiving 
the election certificate 
from the Returning Of-
ficer, Naveen Yadav said 
the voters have given a 
befitting reply to those 
who tried to win by ma-
ligning him. He thanked 
all the voters who sup-
ported him.

Naveen Yadav said he 
would make all efforts to 
live up to the expecta-
tions of  the people of  the 
constituency by working 
to solve their problems. 
Celebrations broke out 
in the Congress camp 
and Ministers and top 
leaders congratulated 
each other at party head-
quarters Gandhi Bhav 
an. Party cadres celebrat 
ed the win by bursting 
firecrackers and distrib-
uting sweets.

Hyderabad incharge 
minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar appealed to Con-
gress cadres across the 
state to celebrate the win 
in the bye-election. Stat-
ing that the Congress 
government implement-
ed several schemes for 
people’s welfare, he said 
both the BRS and BJP 
spread false propaganda 
against the government.

In 2023, Gopinath of  
BRS had scored a hat-
trick by defeating his ne 
arest rival Mohammed 
Azharuddin of  the Con-
gress party by a margin 
of  16,337 votes. The BRS 
candidate secured 80,549 
votes while Azharuddin 
polled 64,212 votes. BJP’s 
Deepak Reddy finished 
third with 25,866 votes. 
AIMIM’s Farazuddin wa 
s fourth with just 7,848 
votes. This time, AIMIM 
led by Hyderabad MP 
Asaduddin Owaisi sup-
ported the Congress 
candidate.
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B ihar: The Bihar 
Assembly electio 
n has once again 
exposed a recur-

ring pattern in Congre 
ss leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s political strategy 
initiatives that begin 
with momentum but 
falter when faced with 
real-time electoral ch 
allenges. The collapse 
of  the Mahagathband-
han in the state has reo 
pened questions about 
his approach, especial-
ly at a time when anti-
incumbency against 
Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar was visibly 
strong.

Despite ruling Bihar 
for many years, Nitish 
Kumar’s government 
has faced growing dis-
satisfaction. Failures 
in implementing the 
liquor ban, the collap 
se of  several newly con 
structed bridges, and 
administrative lapses 
have eroded public co 
nfidence. These issues 
appeared to offer fer-
tile ground for the op-
position. However, ev 
en the NDA hesitated 
to declare Nitish Ku-
mar as its chief  minis-
terial candidate before 
the elections, reflect-
ing concerns about his 
declining image.

Against this back-
drop, political observ-
ers expected Rahul 
Gandhi to target gov-
ernance failures ag-
gressively. Instead, he 
focused almost exclu-
sively on the Election 
Commission of  India 
(ECI) after the Special 
Investigative Revision 

(SIR) of  electoral rolls 
began in Bihar. Gan-
dhi sharpened his 
rhetoric around the 
concept of  “vote chori” 
(vote theft), alleging ir-
regularities not only 
in Bihar but also in Ka 
r nataka, Maharashtr 
a, and Haryana. His na 
rrative, however, reso-
nated primarily with a 
limited se gment—
mostly intellectual cir-
cles already critical of  
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

The issue of  vote 
manipulation is not ne 
w. Across several state 
s, multiple political 
parties have attempted 
to influence electoral 
rolls in various ways—
either by adding favo 
urable entries or remo 
ving opposing votes. In 
Andhra Pradesh ahead 
of  the 2024 elections, 
the YSR Congress Par-
ty reportedly attempt-
ed similar manoeuvr 
es, though those effor 
ts were countered by 
the Telugu Desam Par-
ty. Analysts argue that 
if  Congress foresaw 
concerns related to ele 
ctoral rolls, it should 
have built strong grou 
nd-level mechanisms 
to safeguard its voter 
base rather than rely-
ing solely on public 
allegations.

This overemphasis 
on “vote chori” over-
shadowed pressing lo-
cal issues that could 
have strengthened the 
Mahagathbandhan’s 
campaign. Despite 
Tejashwi Yadav enjoy-
ing positive traction as 
the alliance’s chief  
ministerial face, the 
opposition bloc was 

unable to convert this 
into electoral gains.

The SIR process also 
had unintended conse-
quences. A sizable nu 
mber of  migrant vot-
ers were reportedly af-
fected as their names 
were removed from the 
rolls—an outcome that 
disproportionately im-
pacted the Mahagath-
bandhan’s support 
base. Meanwhile, the 
BJP’s robust poll man-
agement machinery 
continued to operate 
with precision, leaving 
the opposition strug-
gling to respond effect 
ively.

Rahul Gandhi’s na-
tionwide Bharat Jodo 
Yatra had generated a 
wave of  goodwill, par-
ticularly among youth 
and civil society grou 
ps. However, critics ar-
gue that the momen-
tum was not sustained 
due to strategic mis-
calculations, lack of  
narrative discipline, 
and limited organiza-
tional coordination on 
the ground.

As the dust settles 
on the Bihar results, 
the Congress leader-
ship is being urged to 
reassess its priorities. 
Whether Rahul Gan-
dhi will pivot towards 
addressing state-spe-
cific governance is-
sues and strengthen 
on-ground electoral 
mechanisms remains 
to be seen. For now, the 
Bihar outcome serves 
as a stark reminder 
that strategy, however 
ambitious, must align 
with ground realities 
to succeed.
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P atna:  In Bihar as 
sembly election, 
ruling National De 
mocratic Alliance 

(NDA) has recorded a 
landslide victory. Trends 
and results of  all 243 sea 
ts are available. Out of  
236 seats for which re-
sults have been declared, 
the NDA has already 
crossed two-thirds ma-
jority winning 198 seats 
and leading in 04. RJD-
led Mahagathbandhan 
is trailing far behind, 
having won 33 seats and 
is leading in 02. Others 
have won 05 seats and 
leading in 01.

 BJP candidates and 
Deputy Chief  Ministers 
Samrat Choudhary has 
won Tarapur seat, while 
Vijay Kumar Sinha is 
leading from Lakhisarai 
Constituency. 

BJP’s candidate Renu 
Devi has retained the 
Bettiah seat, making her 
entry into the assembly 
for the seventh time. Bi-
har State JDU President 
Umesh Singh Kushwaha 
has been declared elect-
ed from Mahnar Constit-
uency. He defeated his 
nearest RJD rival by 
over 30 thousand votes. 

Deputy Speaker of  Bi-
har Assembly and sev-
en-time MLA Narendra 
Narayan Yadav is lead-
ing from Alamnagar 
seat by about 50 thou-
sand votes over Nabin K 
umar of  Vikas-sheel 
Insa an Party.  State Ru-
ral Development Minis-
ter and JDU leader Sh  
rawon Kumar, who is the 
most senior minister in 
the Nitish Kumar Cabi-
net, has won the Nalan-
da seat by more than 33 
thousand votes over his 

nearest Congress rival.
Former Union Minis-

ter and senior BJP Lead-
er Ram Kripal Yadav has 
won the Danapur seat by 
a margin of  over 20 tho 
usand votes over his nea 
rest RJD rival. Popular 
Bhojpuri Singer Maithi-
li Thakur, making her 
electoral debut on BJP 
ticket, has won from Ali-
nagar seat, while senior 
BJP leader Mangal Pan-
dey has won the Siwan 
seat by a margin of  over 
9 thousand votes over 
his nearest RJD rival.

Mahagathbandhan’s 

Chief  Ministerial candi-
date Tejashwi Prasad Ya 
dav of  RJD, has been de-
clared elected from Rag-
hopur seat. He defeated  
his nearest BJP rival 
Satish Kumar by a mar-
gin of  over 17 thousand 
8 hundred 66 votes. 

His brother Tej Pratap 
Yadav of  Jan Shakti Jan 
ta Dal has lost the elec-
tion from Mahua, finish-
ing at third place behind 
RJD candidate. LJP’s Sa 
njay Kumar Singh won 
the seat by a margin of  
more than 44 thousand 
votes. In Raghunathpur 

RJD candidate Osama 
Shahab is leading by 
over 10 thousand over 
his nearest JDU rival.   
Famous Bhojpuri singer 
and actor Shatrughan 
Yadav alias Khesari Lal 
Yadav of  RJD is trailing 
behind BJP candidate 
Chhoti Kumari from 
Chapra seat by a margin 
of  over 6 thousand votes. 

Bihar State Congress 
Chief  Rajesh Kumar is 
trailing behind HAM 
candidate Lalan Ram 
from Kutumba reserve 
constituency. However, 
here is the list of  win-
ners of  the BJP are Dep-
uty Chief  Ministers 
Samrat Choudhary and 
Vijay Kumar Sinha, vet-
eran leader Renu Devi, 
former Union Minister 
Ram Kripal Yadav, popu-
lar Bhojpuri Singer 
Maithili Thakur and 
senior leader Mangal 
Pandey. 

Among JDU leaders, 
State Rural Develop-
ment Minister Shrawon 
Kumar, who is the most 
senior minister in the 
Nitish Kumar Cabinet; 

Bijendra Prasad Yadav, 
a close aid of  Chief  Min-
ister Nitish Kumar, who 
has won the election for 
the ninth time; Bihar 
State JDU President 
Umesh Singh Kushwaha 
and Deputy Speaker of  
Bihar Assembly and 
Narendra Narayan Ya-
dav are the prominent 
winners. 

 RJD leaders and Ma-
hagathbandhan’s Chief  
Ministerial candidate 
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 
and Osama Shahab are 
the prominent winners 
in the Opposition camp. 
Prominent losers are Tej 
Pratap Yadav of  Jan 
Shakti Janta Dal, who 
broke ranks from his fa-
ther and RJD chief  Lalu 
Prasad Yadav, and Bihar 
State Congress Chief  
Rajesh Kumar, and fa-
mous Bhojpuri singer 
and actor Shatrughan 
Yadav alias Khesari Lal 
Yadav of  RJD. Prashant 
Kishore’s Jan Suraaj 
Party’s ambitious debut 
failed to show up in 
trends.

NDA registers landslide victory, 
bags 76 seats out of 243

Mahagathbandhan’s Chief 
Ministerial candidate 
Tejashwi Prasad Ya dav of 
RJD, has been declared 
elected from Raghopur seat. 
He defeated  his nearest BJP 
rival Satish Kumar by a mar-
gin of over 17 thousand 8 
hundred 66 votes. 
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A maravathi: In a 
dramatic turn of  
events, former An 
dhra Prad esh Mi 

nister Peddireddy Ra-
machandra Reddy finds 
himself  once again at 
the center of  political 
and legal turbulence. 
Despite a series of  alle-
gations ranging from 
forest land encroach-
ment to misuse of  au-
thority during his ten-
ure, action against him 
has remained limited—
raising questions about 
who is protecting him 
and why the system has 
been slow to respond.

For years, accusa-
tions have circulated 
regarding Peddireddy’s 
alleged role in irregu-
larities in sand mining 
operations when he ser 
ved as a senior minis-
ter in the YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) govern-
ment. Additionally, Ra 
mchandra Yadav, found 
er of  a Bharata Chait-
anya Yuvajana Party, 
filed complaints alleg-
ing that he was threat-
ened and attacked at 
the direction of  the ex-
minister. Although sev-
eral such allegations 
surfaced over time, 
only one case pertain-
ing to forest land en-
croachment has moved 
forward officially. This 
selective progress has 
led to speculation re-
garding the influence 
shielding the former 
minister.

According to politi-
cal insiders, a promi-
nent media house own-
er, known for his proxi 
mity to the Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP), alleg-
edly played a key role 
in buffering Peddired-
dy from scrutiny. Despi 
te being aligned with 
TDP, the media owner r 
eportedly shared a cor-
dial relationship with 
Peddireddy even dur-
ing the YSRCP admin-
istration. Sources sug-
gest that he had floated 
a political strategy rec-
ommending that TDP 
leverage Peddireddy 
again st Y.S. Jaganmo-
han Reddy. However, th 
e underlying interests 
or benefits exchanged 
between the two remai 
n unclear.

Interestingly, after 
the change in govern-
ment, this media house 
continued its alleged ef-
forts to protect Ped-
direddy, succeeding to 
some extent in reduc-

ing pressure on him. 
Yet, another TDP-frien 
dly media organizatio 
n, observing these deve 
lopments, began to hig 
hlight the irregularitie 
s more aggressively. Th 
eir reporting intensifie 
d public attention, pro 
mpting other media pl 
atforms to follow suit 
and increasing pressu 
re on the state govern 
ment.

As coverage expand-
ed, the government or-
dered an official probe. 
Officers conducted pre-
liminary inquiries, and 
the issue briefly gained 
political traction. How-
ever, after the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court de-
livered interim relief  
in Peddireddy’s favour, 
momentum slowed onc 
e again. Government 
departments reported-
ly became passive, and 
public focus drifted aw 
ay as weeks passed.

The narrative shifted 
dramatically when 

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan revisit-
ed the matter. During a 
recent official review, 
he examined depart-
mental records and re-
portedly obtained docu-
mentation supporting 
allegations of  forest 
land encroachment. He 
later presented these 
findings during a Cabi-
net meeting, signalling 
a renewed push for ac-
tion. Sources indicate 
that Kalyan is firm on 
pursuing the case and 
has insisted that the 
government move for-
ward with appropriate 
measures.

This development ha 
s placed the earlier-me 
ntioned media house 
owner—who had previ-
ously worked to shield 
Peddireddy—in an un-
comfortable position. 
His alleged influence 
appears limited after 
Kalyan’s intervention, 
particularly since he 
was known to be op-
posed to Pawan Kalyan 
and the 2024 electoral 
alliance.

With political equa-
tions shifting and the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
taking a tough stand, 
observers note that the 
situation has reached a 
point where legal ac-
tion against Peddired-
dy may become inevita-
ble. For now, the state 
watches closely as the 
controversy resurfaces, 
potentially reshaping 
the political landscape 
once again.

No Escape Route Left for Peddireddy

STRATEGIC 
FAILURE OF RAHUL: 
THE BIHAR LESSON

Telangana Congress wrests 
Jubilee Hills seat from BRS
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Visakhapatnam: Min-

ister Kandula Durgesh 
visited and inaugurated 
the Tourism stall at the 
Visakhapatnam CII Sum 
mit

Minister Durgesh re-
vealed that the Vizag CII 
Summit received a won-
derful response, with del-
egates from over 70 coun-
tries attending with full 
confidence in the alli-
ance government. On 
this occasion, he ex-
pressed happiness on the 
success of  the CII Sum-
mit. He revealed that 
through the CII Summit, 
investments will come 
into the tourism sector 
in Visakhapatnam, Am-
aravati, and Tirupati, 
and that nearly 100 Mem-
orandums of  Under-
standing (MoUs) are be-
ing signed in the tourism 
sector.

 As part of  the CII 
Summit, Minister Kan-
dula Durgesh visited and 
inaugurated the tourism 
stall. On this occasion, 
Special Chief  Secretary 
Ajay Jain, Tourism MD 
Amrapali, and tourism 
officials explained the 
details of  the tourism 

stalls to Minister Dur 
gesh. Minister Durgesh 
inaugurated a touch ki-
osk machine that pro-
vides information on 
various tourist destina-
tions in the state. He in-
augurated a machine of-
fering experiences of  
tourist destinations like 
Araku and Gandikota, 
and adventure tourism 
experiences to tourists 
through technology. 

He inspected stalls set 
up with Lepakshi handi-
crafts, Etikoppaka, and 
Kondapalli toys. He in-
spected the Khadi tex-
tiles arranged by the AP 
Crafts  Council  and 
learned about the manu-
facturing process. He 
tasted Araku Coffee and 
praised it as wonderful. 
He revealed that they are 
providing worldwide 

promotions for Araku 
Coffee. 

He inspected India’s 
first robotic cafe set up 
by the Bean Board organ-
izers and inquired about 
the robot’s performance. 
He visited the Tree-to-
Bar Chocolate, Interna-
tional Chocolate Salon, 
and Coconut Cafe set up 
by the Andhra Pradesh 
Food Processing Society 
and tasted related snacks 
made from coconut. He 
visited the stall featuring 
34 handloom textiles 
from places like Man-
galagiri, Pedana, Ven-
katagiri, Uppada, Dhar-
mavaram, and Chirala.

Minister Durgesh stat-
ed that they are utilizing 
all tourism sectors by in-
troducing diverse tour-
ism processes, and tour-
ism will be accessible to 

all sections of  people. He 
said that if  the tourism 
sector thrives, it leads to 
economic development, 
employment generation, 
and cultural exchange.

Minister Durgesh in-
formed that the Trishul 
project on Kailasagiri 
will be made available 
soon, and preparations 
are underway to soon in-
augurate the country’s 
longest glass bridge. He 
said that while the previ-
ous government derailed 
the tourism sector, they 
are restoring it.

Minister Durgesh said 
that they hope the Vizag 
CII Summit will bring 
thousands of  crores in 
investments to the tour-
ism sector. He said they 
are inviting investments 
by instilling confidence 
in investors who had lost 

faith due to the previous 
government’s approach. 
He stated that the tour-
ism sector has been revi-
talized with industrial 
status, and investors are 
showing interest in the 
new tourism policy. 

He expressed opti-
mism that the tourism 
sector will achieve fur-
ther progress soon. He 
said that huge invest-
ments are coming into 
the state’s tourism sector 
with the support of  the 
central government and 
the special focus of  CM 
Chandrababu Naidu and 
Deputy CM Pawan Kaly-
an. He revealed that in 
the past 15 months, they 
have attracted nearly 
12,000 crores in invest-
ments to the tourism 
sector.

As part of  the summit, 
Minister Durgesh met 
with Union Ministers 
Ram Mohan Naidu, Pem-
masani Chandrasekhar, 
and Srinivas Varma, as 
well as fellow ministers 
Nara Lokesh, Nadendla 
Manohar, Anitha, Savita, 
Sandhyarani, Bharath, 
Kondapalli Srinivas, and 
others.
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Visakhapatnam: Ati-

rath Holdings India 
Ltd entered into a sig-
nificant agreement 
with the Government 
of  Andhra Pradesh on 
Friday, November 14, 
2025, in the presence of  
Chief  Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu. 
The agreement was 
formalized during the 
30th CII Partnership 
Summit 2025, marking 
a major milestone in 
the state’s renewable 
energy mission.

 The MoU was signed 
in the presence of  Ati-
rath Group Chairman 
Lt. R. Balakrishnan an 
d his team. Speaking to 
media persons after 
the signing, Chairman 
Balakrishnan expres 
sed his delight and ter 
med the collaboration 
with the Andhra Pra 
desh government as “a 
momentous step to-
ward a sustainable en-
ergy future.”

He announced that 

Atirath Holdings India 
Ltd would invest ₹4,000 
crore in the Com-
pressed Bio-Gas (CBG) 
sector by establishing 
25 plants, each with a 
20-tonne-per-day capac-
ity, across various pa 
rts of  Andhra Pradesh. 
The project is expected 
to create over 9,000 di-
rect and indirect em-
ployment opportuni-
ties, benefiting youth 
and farmers alike.

Chairman Balakris 
hnan congratulated 
Atirath Group and  ap-
preciated the efforts of  
the entire Atirath fam-
ily for “leading the pro-
ject from the front and 
ensuring its successful 
materialization.”

He further revealed 
that the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the 
first CBG plant will 
take place in the last 
week of  November at 
Gundlasumudram, Pra 
kasam district, with 
subsequent plants to 

follow. The entire pro-
ject is expected to be-
come operational with-
in 15 months.

He said that Com-
pressed Bio-Gas (CBG), 
also known as bio-
CNG, is a renewable 
and clean fuel derived 
from organic material 
through anaerobic di-
gestion and purifica-
tion. With methane 
content  exceeding 
90%, its properties 
closely resemble con-
ventional Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG), 
making it an ideal sub-
stitute for use in auto-
motive, industrial and 
commercial applic 
ations. This landmark 
investment underscor 
es Andhra Pradesh’s 
growing prominence 
as a hub for green en-
ergy and sustainable 
development, reinforc-
ing the state’s commit-
ment to clean energy 
initiatives and envi-
ronmental respons 
ibility.
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Visakhapatnam: And 

hra Pradesh attracted in-
vestments to a tune of  Rs 
11,91,972 cr   by signing 
MoUs with four hundred 
companies in two days 
including on Thursday 
and on the first day of  
CII partnership summit 
today providing employ-
mentopportunities to 
13.32 lakh youth. 

 It may be noted that 
the state government 
signed 41 MoUs  in the 
presenceof  ChiefMinis-
ter.  Meanwhile 324 MoUs 
signed in presence of  
ministers with an invest-

ment of  Rs 8,41,786 cr. 
Majority of  MoUs signed 
with APCRDA, Energy, 
Food processing,  Indus-
try, trade, IT and Munici-
pal departments.

Meanwhile the Lulu 
Inter national g roup 
signed MoU with Andhra 
Pradesh government in 
the presence of  Chief  
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu and Lulu group 
chairman MD Yousful 
Ali  towards investments 
in various sectors in-
cluding developing a 
Lulu Mall in Visakhapa-
tnam at a cost of  Rs 1,066 

crore and food process-
ing units.

The Lulu group chair-
man said that  the group 
will start export of  man-
go, guava pulp and spices  
from January. He said 
Logistics and Procure-
ment export centre will 
be set up in Rayalaseema 
soon.

Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu  asked 
the Lulu group chair-
man to purchase agri 
products from farmers 
in Andhra Pradesh. He 
said that the Lulu mall is 
not a shopping mall and 
it will help to promote 

tourism in Visakh apat 
nam.

Later the Singapore 
government signed MoU 
with Andhra Pradesh  
for cooperation in urban 
governance,  digital gov-
ernance transformation 
and Sustainability in the 
presence of  Chief  Minis-
ter Chandrababu and 
Minister Nara Lokesh 
and Singapore minister 
Gan Siow Huang, Union 
Minister K Rammohan 
Naidu and Minister Na-
dendla Manohar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu said 
Andhra Pradesh is eager 
to work with Singapore  
which runs industries 
with innovative ideas. 
He said Singapore devel-
oped by adopting best 
public policies. Minister 
Lokesh opined that it is a 
good beginning to work 
with Singapore.

Union Minister Ram-
mohan Naidu announced 
introducing flights be-
tween Vijayawada and 
Singapore for three days 
in a week soon.

Bureau | November 14
New Delhi [India]: : 

Andhra Pradesh was 
placed at the centre of  
India’s next phase of  
growth as business lead-
ers announced concrete 
plans for finance, skills 
and healthcare at the CII 
Partnership Summit 
2025 in Vizag.

Sanjiv Bajaj, CMD of  
Bajaj Finserv, said the 
state was “not just a sta 
te, it is a strategic growth 
engine for India,” point-
ing to its coastline, infra-
structure and govern-
ance as a gateway “for 
trade, for technology and 
digital and tech innova-
tion.” He said a modern 
and inclusive financial 
system must keep pace 
with this growth and 
added that Bajaj Finserv 
looked forward to ena-
bling “every Andhraite 
in their own journey.”

He stated the company 
hoped “to cover over 30 
lakh Andhraites, indi-
viduals, small business-
es... disbursing over 
Rs15,000 crore just in 
this year alone, only in 

Andhra Pradesh.”
He also spoke of  skill-

ing, noting that the Ra-
hul Bajaj Centre of  Ex-
cellence in Skilling had 
set up skilling and career 
counselling centres “not 
only in Amravati, but in 
Vijayawada, in Vish 
akhapatnam, in Tirupa-
ti, in Sri City,” with plans 
for Rajahmundry and 
other locations.

 Healthcare leaders un-
derlined the same theme. 
Shobana Kamineni, Pro-
moter, Apollo Hospitals 
Enterprise, said Andhra 
Pradesh was “a land of  
opportunity,” adding 
that “today, Andhra 

Pradesh is not just com-
peting, it’s leading,” 
across renewable energy, 
IT, manufacturing and 
healthcare. She high-
lighted the state’s work 
on health indicators, 
medical education and 
rural technology out-
reach, and said Apollo 
was building a full “healt 
hcare ecosystem.”

She said Apollo had a 
large presence in cities 
including Vizag, Tirupa-
ti, Vijayawada and Chit-
toor, supported by digital 
platforms and district 
outreach, with “almost 
21,000 people” working 
in the Apollo family for 

the state. She said the tel-
emedicine program had 
done “over 20 million tel-
econsultations” and 
would scale further.

Kamineni added that 
Apollo had partnered 
with the University of  
Leicester “to establish a 
center for digital health 
precision medicine at 
Apollo University in 
Chittoor,” and said Apol-
lo would “double down,” 
aiming to train talent to 
serve India and the worl 
d. Setting the wider con-
text, Suchitra Ella, Joint 
Mana ging Director, 
Bharat Biotech and Vice 
President, CII, said glob-

al trade was shifting 
with tariff  barriers and 
protectionist trends. She 
said India was respond-
ing with “self-sustaining 
growth” led by manufac-
turing and clean energy, 
noting “the 209 gigawatt 
already achieved as of  
January 2025” toward 
the 2030 renewable tar-
get. She added that atma-
nirbharta meant “part-
nership, innovation, 
shared growth,” and re-
called India’s vaccine 
role during the pandem-
ic and the early ground-
work “when Genome 
Valley was created... at 
Hyderabad.”
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Tirumala, Andhra 

Pradesh: A shocking 
incident has created a 
stir in Tirumala and th 
e Tirupati Devasthan-
am administration af-
ter former Assistant 
Vigilance & Security 
Officer (AVSO) of  the 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD), 
Satish Kumar, was 
found dead under sus-
picious circumstances. 
His body was discov-
ered on the railway 
track near Komali, clos 
e to Tadipatri in Anan-
tapur district.Satish 
Kumar had earlier bee 
n in the spotlight for 
his role in the high‑pro-
file  “Parakamani” 
theft case in which he 
lodged a complaint 
against TTD employee 
Ravi Kumar for alleg-
edly stealing foreign 
currency from the tem-
ple’s offerings. 

Based on Satish’s 
complaint in April 
2023, the Vigilance De-
partment registered a 
case and later filed a 
chargesheet against 
Ravi Kumar on May 30, 
2023.However, the case 
took a controversial 

turn when political 
pressure reportedly 
forced Satish to com-
promise in court. Sen-
ior political leaders, 
top TTD officials, and 
police officers alleged-
ly influenced him to 
settle the case. Follow-
ing the settlement in 
September 2023 at a 
Lok Adalat, Ravi Ku-
mar’s properties came 
under scrutiny. 

 He had reportedly 
offered to donate his 
assets to TTD if  he 
were spared from pros-
ecution, a proposal th 
at local political figur 
es allegedly exploited. 
Soon after, the TTD 
Board passed a resolu-
tion to accept some of  
Ravi Kumar’s assets as 
donations.When the 
new coalition govern-
ment assumed office, 
the Parakamani case 
resurfaced. The And 
hra Pradesh High 
Court recently direct-
ed the Crime Investiga-
tion Department (CID) 
to reopen the invest 
igation. 

A special team head-
ed by CID DGP Ravis-
hankar Ayyannar be-
gan reinvestigating the 

case, reaching a cru-
cial stage when Satish 
Kumar’s sudden death 
occurred.Satish, a na-
tive of  Pattikonda in 
Kurnool district, was 
currently serving as a 
Government Railway 
Police (GRP) Inspector 
in Gooty. 

His mysterious dea 
th, coinciding with the 
intensifying probe, has 
sparked widespread 
suspicion and political 
controversy. Many are 
questioning whether 
his death was acciden-
tal or linked to the sen-
sitive case he had ex-
posed two years ago. 
CID officials have re-
portedly taken up the 
investigation into Sat-
ish’s death as well, 
treating it as potential-
ly connected to the on-
going Parakamani 
case. Meanwhile, po-
litical circles and the 
TTD administration 
are on edge as both cas-
es Satish’s death and 
the currency theft 
threaten to reveal 
deeper links between 
power, temple wealth, 
and corruption within 
one of  India’s richest 
religious institutions.

AP attracts investments to a tune 
of Rs 11.92 lakh cr in two days

Industry leaders tout Andhra as India’s next 
growth engine at CII Partnership Summit 2025

Atirath Holdings Signs ₹4,000 Crore 
Investment MoU with AP in Bio-CNG Sector

Former TTD AVSO Satish Kumar 
Found Dead Under Suspicious 
Circumstances Near Tadipatri
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Visakhapatnam: AP 

is entering a new era of  
technology-led growth: 
C M  C h a n d r a b a b u 
Naidu welcomes Reli-
ance’s landmark invest-
ments Reliance is here 
to build, empower and 
serve Andhra Pradesh 
for generations: Reli-
ance Executive Direc-
tor PMS Prasad.

On the opening day 
of  the CII Partnership 
Summit 2025 in Visakh 
apatnam, Reliance In-
dustries Limited (RIL) 
announced a major new 
wave of  investments in 
Andhra Pradesh, fur-
ther strengthening its 
long-standing partner-
ship with the state. The 
Government of  Andhra 
Pradesh and Reliance 
Industries signed an 
MoU to establish a 1 
GW artificial intelli-
gence data centre, in 
the presence of  Chief  
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu, Minister for IT 
& Industries Nara 
Lokesh, and Reliance 
Industries Executive 
Director P.M.S. Prasad.

Reliance to set up a 1 
GW AI data centre in 
Andhra Pradesh

Reliance announced 
that it will build a fully 
modular, future-ready 1 
GW AI data centre de-
signed to host the wo 
rld’s most advanced GP 
Us, TPUs and AI proces-
sors. This facility will 
operate as a twin to the 
company’s gigawatt-
scale AI data centre in 
Jamnagar, creating one 
of  Asia’s most powerful 
AI infrastructure netw 
orks.T he  company 
highlighted its mission 
to democratise access 
to artificial intellige 
nce, delivering pro-lev-
el AI tools to students, 
farmers, entrepreneurs 
and families through 
the MyJio platform.

6 GWp solar project 
to power the AI data 
centre

Greenfield integrated 
food park to come up in 
Kurnool Reliance fur-
ther  announced  a 
Greenfield integrated 
food park in Kurnool, 
spread across 170 acres 
allotted by APIIC. 

Equipped with world-
class automated sys-
tems, the facility will 
manufacture beverag-
es, packaged drinking 
w at e r,  ch o c o l at e s, 
snacks, atta and more. 
The project is expected 
to generate several 
thousand direct and in-
direct jobs across the 
region.

Complementing the 
state’s green-growth 
agenda, the company 
will set up integrated 
compressed biogas 
(CBG) hubs to strength-
en natural farming, re-
juvenate soil health and 
support rural econo-
mies while advancing 
India’s clean energy 
goals. Reliance has bro-
ken ground on its first 
CBG plant in Prakasam 
earlier in April this y 
ear. The company reaf-
firmed its deep commit-
ment to Andhra Prad 
esh across its core sec-
tors like retail, jio and 
Oil & gas operations in 
Kakinada. Reliance has 
already invested over 
USD 25 billion in the 

state across oil & gas, 
digital services and 
retail.

Welcoming the an-
nouncements, Hon’ble 
Chief  Minister  N. 
Chandrababu Naidu 
said, “Andhra Pradesh 
is entering a new era of  
technology-led growth, 
sustainability and in-
dustrial resurgence. I 
welcome Reliance’s 
landmark investments, 
which align with our vi-
sion to make AP a glob-
al hub for AI innova-
tion, renewable energy 
and advanced manufac-
turing. These projects 
will generate high-qual-
ity jobs, open new op-
portunities for our 
youth, and accelerate 
the state’s journey to-
wards a cleaner and mo 
re prosperous future.”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr P.M.S. Prasad, 
Executive Director, Re-
liance Industries, said, 
“Andhra Pradesh is ris-
ing with purpose and 
intent. Reliance is not 
here just to invest. We 
are here to build. 

Reliance Industries to set up 1 GW AI 
data centre in AP powered by 6 GW solar

Minister Kandula Durgesh expresses happiness on 
the success of the Visakhapatnam CII Summit.
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Visakhapatnam : YS-

RCP State Vice President 
of  Medical Wing and 
SEC Member Dr. Meha-
boob Shaik strongly con-
demned the comments 
made by Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 
two days ago during a 
public event, alleging 
that the remarks were 
derogatory towards the 
medical fraternity.

 
Dr Shaik said that it 

was “shameful” for a per-
son holding the responsi-
ble office of  Chief  Minis-
ter to make statements 
that could foster disre-
spect toward doctors, 
whom the public regard 
as lifesaving figures. He 
criticized the Chief  Min-

ister for, in his view, be-
littling one of  the most 
sacred professions under 
the guise of  promoting 
technology.

Questioning Chandr 
ababu’s stance, Dr Shaik 
asked whether the Chief  
Minister seeks treat-
ment from doctors or re-
lies on robots and artifi-
cial intelligence when he 
falls ill. He further al-
leged that even in the 
Skill Development Cor-
poration scam case, 
Chandrababu’s bail was 
granted based on certifi-
cates issued by qualified 
medical professionals, 
not any form of  robotic 
certification.

Stating that the com-
ments have hurt the sen-

timents of  doctors across 
the state, Dr. Shaik de-
manded that Chandraba-
bu immediately with-
draw his remarks and 
issue an unconditional 
apology to the medical 
community. Failing to do 
so, he warned, could 
spark a backlash not onl 
y from doctors but also 
from the general public.

He added that voters 
would deliver the “appro-
priate treatment” in the 
upcoming elections, us-
ing their ballots as a 
powerful tool. Dr Shaik 
also cautioned that if  
such statements are re-
peated, people them-
selves would be com-
pelled to “operate and 
silence” Chandrababu 
politically.
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Vijayawada: Former 

Minister Sake Saila-
janath has demanded a 
probe headed by a sitting 
Supreme Court judge 
into the tragic death of  
former TTD Assistant 
Vigilance and Security 
Officer (AVSO) Satish 
Kumar, who died by sui-
cide after harassment by 
members of  the Special 
Investigation Team (SI 
T). Addressing the media 
at the YSRCP central of-
fice, Sailajanath stated 
that Satish Kumar was 
relentlessly pressured 
and mentally tortured by 
SIT officials in connec-
tion with the Parakama-
ni foreign currency theft 
case, ultimately forcing 
him to take his own life. 
He said that only an im-
partial, high-level judi-
cial inquiry can estab-
lish what transpired 
during the SIT’s interro-
gation and how the in-
vestigating officers han-

dled the case.
 Sailajanath explained 

that Satish Kumar, who 
was earlier in charge as 
AVSO, had himself  filed 
the original complaint 
years ago against one 
Ravi Kumar, accusing 
him of  stealing foreign 
dollars from the Tiruma-
la Parakamani. Shock-
ingly, the same SIT that 
is now re-investigating 
the case has named Sat-
ish Kumar, who was the 
complainant, as an ac-
cused. The SIT had ques-
tioned him at length re-
cently and even issued 
fresh notices asking him 

to appear again. Close 
family members and col-
leagues have asserted 
that Satish Kumar re-
peatedly maintained he 
had done no wrong and 
had no role whatsoever 
in the theft. Overwhe 
lme d by the intimida-
tion and humiliation 
during the inquiry, he al-
legedly took the extreme 
step, Sailajanath said.

The coalition govern-
ment is turning the sa-
cred Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) 
into a political theatre 
for its selfish agenda. 
The sudden discovery of  
Satish Kumar’s body on 
the Tadipatri railway 
track shocked everyone, 
and TTD officials them-
selves believe it to be a 
clear case of  suicide driv 
en by SIT harassment. 
Despite being the officer 
who originally reported 
the foreign currency 
theft, he was now being 
vilified, tortured, and 

falsely implicated, Saila-
janath said.

He further stated that 
the coalition govern-
ment is conspiring to tar-
get former TTD Chair-
man Bhumana Kar una 
kar Reddy through fabri-
cated narratives and 
misuse of  investigative 
agencies. Harassing an 
innocent former official 
under the guise of  ques-
tioning and pushing him 
to the point of  death, is 
an unforgivable act, he 
added. 

Sailajanath demanded 
that the probe must reve 
al what exactly the SIT di 
d during its interrogati 
on, how Satish Kumar 
wa s treated, and wheth-
er coercion or miscondu 
ct played any role in his 
death. He urged the gov-
ernment to change its vi 
ndictive approach and 
stop attempting to weap-
onize past incidents to 
frame political opp 

one nts.
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Vi j ayaw a d a :  D e -

manding a CBI probe 
into the tragic suicide 
of  Satish Kumar, YS-
RCP has said he was 
hounded to death and 
efforts were on to impli-
cate our leaders in the 
case.

Speaking to media 

her e on Friday, former 
TTD Chairman Bhu-
mana Karunakar Red-
dy said, the Chandraba-
bu  gover nment  is 
deviating from court 
orders in the investiga-
tion process an d is all 
bent on implicating YS-
RCP leaders and has 
driven Satish Kumar, 

the AVSO of  TTD, to sui 
cide. YSRCP demands 
action against those 
harassing him, who 
was hounded by the 
SIT. YSRCP demands a 
CBI inquiry into the 
suicide an d the way the 
investigation is being 
carried out breaching 
the court orders.

There has been a con-
spiracy to implicate me 
and use police against 
police to elicit false con-
fessions, he said, add-
ing that pressure is be-
ing mounted on people 
to get confessions in 
their favour.

The suicide is noth-
ing but a murder by the 

government as Satish 
Kumar was harassed to 
the point of  suicide. 
Such incidents will 
bring police morale to a 
low ebb, he said, adding 
that unless an inquiry 
is conducted by a cen-
tral agency, the truth 
will not co me out, he 
said.
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Amaravati: In a ma-

jor boost to Andhra 
Pradesh’s investment 
landscape, Brookfield 
Asset Management is 
set to invest Rs 1.10 la 
kh crore in various se 
ctors across the state, 
Industries and Infor-
mation Technology 
Minister Nara Lokesh 
announced on Friday. 
The minister described 
this as one of  the larg-
est foreign investments 
secured by the state 
under the current gov-
ernment, marking a 
significant milestone 
in its economic devel-
opment efforts. An-
nouncing the develop-
ment on social media 
platform ‘X’, Lokesh 
said that Brookfield’s 
proposed investment 
would primarily focus 
on renewable energy, 
battery manufactur-
ing, and pumped stor-
age projects sectors 
that are vital to the 

global transition to-
ward sustainable and 
clean energy solut 
ions. 

These projects, he 
noted, align with the 
state’s mission to es-
tablish itself  as a hub 
for green energy and 
advanced industrial 
growth in South India.
According to Lokesh, 
Brookfield is also ex-
ploring opportunities 
in real estate, business 
centers, infrastruc-
ture, and port develop-
ment across Andhra 
Pradesh. The diversi-
fied investment plan is 
expected to create 
thousands of  direct 
and indirect jobs, stim-
ulate regional econo-
mies, and support sus-
tainable urban and 
industrial expansion. 
“This demonstrates 
growing global confi-
d e n c e  i n  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s progressive 
policies and business-
friendly governance,” 

Lokesh said in his post.
The announcement 

follows a series of  pro-
active initiatives by the 
state government to at-
tract global investors 
through policy re-
forms, industrial cor-
ridor development, an 
d fast-track approvals. 
Andhra Pradesh has 
recently emerged as 
one of  India’s leading 
destinations for renew-
able energy and logis-
tics investments, with 
major projects under-
way in Visakhapat-
nam, Anantapur, and 
Kurnool districts.

Brookfield Asset 
Management, head-
quartered in Canada, 
is one of  the world’s 
largest alternative in-
vestment firms with 
global assets worth 
over USD 900 billion. 
Its focus areas include 
renewable power, in-
frastructure, real es-
tate, and private equity. 
The company’s deci-
sion to expand opera-
tions in Andhra Pra 
desh underscores its 
confidence in India’s 
growing green econo-
my and the state’s stra-
tegic location and in-
frastructure potential.
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Vinnukonda (Palnadu 

District): Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) State Chief  
Whip and Vinnukonda 
MLA GV Anjaneyulu 
called on party function-
aries to ensure that all 
TDP candidates secure 
victory in the upcoming 
local body elections. He 
emphasized that village 
and mandal-level com-
mittees are the pillars of  
the party and must lead 
grassroots initiatives to 
resolve local issues.

 
Participating in the 

oath-taking ceremony of  
TDP’s town, mandal, 
cluster, unit, and booth-
level committees at 
Gangineni  Kalyana 
Mandapam, the MLA ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
people of  Vinnukonda 
constituency for electing 
him three times. He 
pledged to work tireless-
ly for the region’s devel-
opment following the di-
rective of  Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu. 
Anjaneyulu recalled the 
development initiatives 
undertaken during the 
tenure of  former MLAs 

Makkina Mallikarjuna 
Rao and Veerapaneni 
Yellamanda Rao, con-
trasting them with the 
failures of  the previous 
YSRCP regime. 

He alleged that the for-
mer MLA failed to con-
struct even a single toi-
let or lay the Ghat road 
leading to the sacred 
Vinnukonda hill. He 
anno unced plans to 
complete the construc-
tion of  the Ghat Road 
and renovation of  the 
Ramalingeswara Swamy 
temple with the support 
of  devotees. Highlight-
ing developmental pri-
orities, he mentioned 
that under TDP govern-
ance, 21 acres in the NSP 
Colony were handed 
over to the municipality, 
but the previous govern-
ment did not initiate any 
works there. 

He promised to devel-
op commercial complex-
es in the area with the 
Chief  Minister’s sup-
port. The MLA also 
urged committees to 
strengthen the party’s 
base and resolve minor 

internal disputes locally. 
Anjaneyulu announced 
that every Friday, a pub-
lic darbar would be held 
at his office, where offi-
cials would address civic 
grievances in the morn-
ing and party-related is-
sues in the evening. He 
vowed to tour every vil-
lage to assess and solve 
people’s problems, as-
serting that the coalition 
government is actively 
implementing its prom-
ises despite inheriting 
debts of  ₹10 lakh crore.

He also urged citizens 
to adopt solar power, not-
ing that the government 
is providing 100% subsi-
dy  fo r  S C  a n d  S T 
beneficiaries. 

The MLA encouraged 
farmers to develop fruit 
orchards and announced 
a ₹2 lakh cash award to 
merit students securing 
first rank in the district 
through the Shivasakthi 
Foundation. He urged 
the disabled and land-
less poor to apply for tri-
cycles and housing plots, 
ensuring inclusive de-
velopment across the 
constituency.

YSRCP demands CBI probe 
into Satish Kumar’s suicide

TDP Chief Whip: Ensure 
100% Victory in Local Bodies

Dr Mehaboob Shaik Condemns CM 
Chandrababu’s Remarks on Doctors

Brookfield to Invest Rs 1.10 Lakh Crore in Andhra 
Pradesh, Announces Minister Nara Lokesh

Victims Approach TDP 
Headquarters Alleging Land 

Encroachment and 
Administrative Negligence.

SIT harassment responsible for 
Satish Kumar’s death: Sailajanath

Former Minister Seediri Appalaraju Appears 
Before Police in Illegal Rally Case
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Srikakulam (Kashi-

bugga): Former minis-
ter and YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) leader 
Seediri Appalaraju ap-
peared before the Kashi-
bugga Police on Thurs-
day for questioning in 
connection with a case 
filed over an unauthor-
ized rally held in Palasa 
last month. The rally, 
conducted on October 
13 under the pretext of  
protesting against spu-
rious liquor, reportedly 
involved more than 200 
participants and was or-
ganized without official 
permission.

 According to police 
sources, the interroga-
tion began at around 
3:30 p.m. and continued 
until 9:45 p.m. Appalara-
ju was questioned on 
several aspects of  the 
case, including the deci-
sion to hold the rally 
without prior consent 
from authorities. Relia-
ble sources said that 
during questioning, the 

former minister fre-
quently responded that 
he was either unaware 
of  certain details or did 
not remember specific 
incidents.

When police asked wh 
y the rally was held de-
spite a lack of  permis-
sion, Appalaraju report-
edly replied that it was 
done “according to law.” 
Officers pressed further 
about why permission 
was not obtained, to 
which he allegedly an-
swered that he was una-
ware of  the procedure. 
When investigators pre-

sented him with evi-
dence and sought clari-
fications,  he again 
maintained that he did 
not recall or know about 
the details.

After the inquiry, Ap-
palaraju spoke to the 
media outside the police 
station. He alleged that 
the coalition govern-
ment was targeting him 
and other YSR Congress 
leaders as part of  a po-
litical vendetta. “Since 
the alliance came to 
power, ten cases have 
been registered against 

me,” he claimed. The 
former minister said he 
was being harassed for 
raising his voice on pub-
lic issues and accused 
the government of  atte 
mpting to suppress 
dissent.

Appalaraju also re-
ferred to a previous case 
filed against him after 
he commented on the 
tragic stampede at the 
Kashibugga Venkat es-
wara Swamy temple, 
where nine devotees 
had lost their lives. He 
asserted that his re-
marks were made pure-
ly in the public interest 
and accused the police 
of  acting under politi-
cal pressure. 

Meanwhile, sources 
in the police departme 
nt confirmed that the in-
vestigation into the un-
authorized rally case is 
still ongoing. They indi-
cated that further ac-
tion would be taken 
based on the evidence 
and statements collect-
ed during the inquiry.
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Amaravati: Several 

victims from different 
districts reached the Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP) 
central office in Man-
galagiri on Thursday to 
submit their grievances, 
alleging injustice and 

administrative negli-
gence under the current 
re gim e.

 Among them was Na-
garaju from Betham-
cherla in Nandyal dis-
trict, who claimed that a 
group of  persons, alleg-
edly with the support of  
YSRCP leader and for-
mer finance minister 
Buggana Rajendranath 
Reddy, had illegally occu-
pied his land. He said 
that despite filing com-
plaints with the local po-
lice, no action was taken 
so far. Seeking justice, he 
approached the TDP cen-
tral office and submitted 
a written complaint.

TDP leaders, including 
CDEP Chairman Deepan 
Reddy and AP Housing 
Board Chairman Battula 
Tatayyababu, personally 
received petitions from 
several individuals who 
turned up with various 
issues ranging from land 

disputes to local admin-
istrative corruption.In 
a n o t h e r  p e t i t i o n , 
Dasharatha Ramayya 
from Suryaraopalem vil-
lage in Undrajavaram 
mandal of  East Godavari 
district sought stringent 
action against his son-in-
law and the latter’s fri 
end, alleging their invol 
vement in his daughter’s 
death.

Similarly, Annapurna 
from Amudalavalasa in 
Regidi mandal of  Vizi-
anagaram district com-
plained that due to an er-
ror by the local tahsildar, 
her property had been 
wrongly listed under the 
prohibited lands catego-
ry. She appealed for im-
mediate correction of  of-
ficial records to protect 
her ownership rights.

TDP officials assured 
the petitioners that the p 
arty would take up their 
concerns with the con-
cerned authorities and 
follow up on each case. 
They reiterated that the 
opposition party remai 
ns committed to stand-
ing up for victims of  ad-
ministrative injustice 
and misuse of  po wer.



04 VIJAYAWADA, 15TH NOVEMBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

VIJAYAWADA

V I J AYA W A D A  M U -
N I C I PA L  C O R P O R A -
T I O N  I N T E N S I F I E S 
E N F O R C E M E N T 
D R I V E

TPN Bureau | Nov 
14

The Vijayawada Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
(VMC) has stepped up 
its enforcement drive 
against illegal con-
structions across the 
city. On Friday, Novem-
ber 14, 2025, a special 
team from the Town 
Planning Department, 
under the supervision 
of  Chief  City Planner 
K. Sanjay Ratnakumar, 
carried out demolition 
operations at Carmel 
Nagar, removing unau-
thorized sheds and 
structures built with-
out official approval.

Speaking to the me-
dia after the operation, 
Chief  City Planner 
Sanjay Ratnakumar 
asserted that the mu-
nicipal authorities 
were conducting field 
inspections in all parts 
of  Vijayawada to iden-
tify buildings and stru 
ctures violating planni 
ng norms. He said the 
demolition at Carmel 
Nagar is part of  a larg-
er campaign to bring 
order to urban devel-

opment and to ensure 
strict adherence to mu-
n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g 
regulations.

Ratnakumar explain 
ed that several con-
structions in the city 
had come up without 
approved plans, posing 
not only urban plan-
ning challenges but 
also safety risks. He 
emphasized that indi-
viduals seeking to con-
struct buildings, com-
mercial spaces, or even 
small sheds must obtai 
n prior approval from 
the Municipal Corpor 
ation. 

The official warned 
that any deviation 
from sanctioned plans 
would face similar ac-
tion.The VMC’s Town 
Planning Wing has 
also been directed to 
intensify inspections 
and coordinate with lo-
cal ward officers to 
identify violations at 
the earliest. The corpo-
ration aims to prevent 
unauthorized layouts, 
roadside encroach-
ments, and illegal ex-
tensions that obstruct 
traffic or civic works. 

According to VMC 
officials, demolition 
notices are being is-
sued to violators, and a 
continuous monitor-
ing mechanism has 

been implemented to 
track compliance. Res-
idents of  Carmel Na-
gar and surrounding 
areas were advised to 
cooperate with offi-
cials and follow due 
procedure for obtain-
ing building permis-
sions. The Municipal 
Corporation reminded 
that its online building 
approval system sim-
plifies the process, al-
lowing citizens to sub-
mit plans and appl 
ications digitally to 
avoid irregularities.

The VMC’s ongoing 
initiative forms part 
of  a broader urban dis-
cipline program in-
tended to improve 
planned growth, road 
safety, and civic infra-
structure. As Vijayaw 
ada continues to ex-
pand rapidly, the mu-
nicipal authorities re-
iterated their commi 
tment to maintaining a 
well-regulated and sus-
tainable city enviro 
nment. The Public Re-
lations Officer of  the 
Vijaya wada Munici-
pal Corporation con-
firmed that such demo-
lition drives would 
continue in phases 
across different zones 
until all unauthorized 
constr uctions  are 
addressed.
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Vijayawada: Governor 

of  Andhra Pradesh S. Ab 
dul Nazeer offered floral 
tributes to the portrait of  
first Prime Minister of  
India Bharat Ratna Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru on 
his 136th birth anniver-
sary which is also cele-
brated as Children’s Day, 
at a programme held at 
Durbar Hall  in Raj 
Bhavan here on Friday.  

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Sri Abdul 
Nazeer has said Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru had 
great love for children 
and often said they were 
the future of  the nation 
and the citizens of  to-
morrow, real strength of  
a country and the very 
foundation of  society. He 
said Pandit Nehru played 
an important role in sha 

ping our nation's educa-
tion sector and strongly 
believed in scientific 
knowledge, reasoning, 
and rationality as the ba-
sis of  all learning. 

PS Surya Prakash, 
Joint Secretary to Gover-
nor, K Raghu, Deputy 
Secretary, officers and 
staff  members of  Raj 
Bhavan have attended 
the programme. 

opetTPN Bureau | Nov 
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Narasaraopet (Palna 
du District): Children’s 
Day, celebrated across In-
dia on November 14 to m 
ark the birth anniversa-
ry of  the country’s first 
Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, was 
observed with great en-
thusiasm and joy at Igro 
School, located on Kes-
anapalli Road in Naras 
araopet. The celebratio 
ns turned into a memo-
rable event for students, 
parents, and teachers 
alike.The event’s chief  
guest was Dr. Chadala-
vada Aditya, son of  Nar-
asaraopet MLA Dr. Cha 
dalavada Aravinda Bab 
u.   Addressing the gath-
ering, Dr. Aditya encour-
aged the children to dre 
am big, work hard, and 

nurture their creativity. 
He lauded the school for 
organizing such pro-
grams that recognize the 
importance of  children’s 
growth and well-being. 
Sharing his experiences, 
Dr. Aditya said that chil-
dren are not only the bac 
kbone of  a country but 
also its future architects. 
“It is our collective duty 
to encourage their edu-
cation, health, and hap 
piness. Today is not just 
a celebration of  their joy 
but also a reminder to se-
cure their future,” he re-
marked.The Children’s 
Day celebration com-
memorates Pandit Neh 
ru’s affection toward 
children and his vision 
for their holistic develop-
ment. Known affection-
ately as ‘Chacha Nehru,’ 
he believed that every 

child deserved the oppor-
tunity for quality educa-
tion and healthy growth. 
Across India, schools an 
d institutions mark this 
day with various cultur-
al programs, sports activ 
ities, and competitions 
that allow children to 
showcase their talents.

This year, the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) emphasized 
the global theme “Chil-
dren’s Rights and Safe-
ty,” highlighting the 
need to protect and em-
power children world-
wide. Igro School’s cele-
brations resonated with 
this spirit as the event 
focused on promoting 
awareness about child 
rights and education.
Students of  Igro School 
actively participated in 
various performances, 

including dances, songs, 
skits, and games, which 
added color and vibran-
cy to the occasion. 

The school principal 
and teachers guided the 
program, ensuring every 
child had a chance to 
participate. Dr. Aditya, 
who is also a practicing 
medical professional, 
distributed prizes to the 
winners and appreciated 
the students’ efforts. He 
also commended the teac 
hers and parents for thei 
r dedicated role in shap-
ing young minds.The 
event concluded with a 
vote of  thanks and a re-
newed commitment to 
nurture children with 
love, care, and quality 
education—the very ide-
als Pandit Nehru envi-
sioned for the nation’s 
future.
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Amaravati: The Andh 
ra Pradesh government 
has urged the Centre to 
sanction an additional 
₹1,274.93 cro re to com-
plete land acquisition 
and resettlement works 
for the first phase of  
the Polavaram irriga-
tion project without de-
lays or complications. 
Officials from the sta 
te’s rehabilitation and 
resettlement (R&R) de-
partment have submit-
ted this proposal to the 
Polavaram Revised 
Cost Committee (RC C), 
seeking approval for 
the shortfall am ount.

 In August 2024, the 
Union Cabinet had ap-
proved the first phase 
of  the project, allowing 
water storage up to 
+41.15 meters. Initially, 
the state’s water reso 
urces department had 
estimated that ₹13,545. 
35 crore would be re-
quired  at 2023 pr ice 
levels  to complete all 
land acquisition and 
R&R works for thi s 
phase. However, after 
evaluation, the Central 
Water Commission 
(CWC) suggested re-
ducing the allocation to 
₹12,824.84 crore. 

The RCC later appr 
oved a further curtail 
ed figure of  ₹12,2 70.42 
crore, combining ₹5,604 
.47 crore for land acqui-
sition and ₹6,66 5.95 
crore for rehabilita-

tion. The difference of  
₹1,274.93 crore betw een 
the state’s proposal and 
the RCC‑appro ved 
amount has now be-
come a matter of  con-
tention. Andhra Prade 
sh officials have maint 
ained that the addition-
al funds are crucial to 
ensure sm ooth comple-
tion of  the project’s 
first‑phase com mitme 
nts. 

The sate government 
has also reiterated that 
several unforeseen 
challeng es—beyond 
land cost and compen-
sation packages have 
complicated the pro-
cess and require recog-
nition by the Centre.

According to official 
data, around 5,426.09 
acres of  the land identi-
fied are titled (patta) 
lands that were later al-
lotted to poor benefi-
ciaries, while another 
6,944.79 acres were oc-
cupied by economically 
weaker families. Pro-
viding compensation to 
these groups alone has 
cost the state ₹32.44 
crore, which the Pola-
varam Project Author-
ity (PP A) refused to 
reimb urse. Due to le-
gal litigations, compen-
sation awards totaling 
₹63.83 crore have been 
deposited in various 
courts, as mandated by 
law. Yet, the PPA ex-

cluded these amounts 
while assessing the re-
imbursable costs, re-
sulting in funding cuts. 
Similarly, ₹62.33 crore 
spent on land acquired 
for the project’s right 
and left canals has also 
been disallowed during 
financial review.

State officials have ap-
pealed to the RCC an d the 
Centre to review these 
deductions thoroughly 
and sanction the remain-
ing funds in full. They ar-
gue that releasing this 
balance will expedite 
completion of  Phase‑I, 
ensuring that the Pola-
varam national project 
progresses smo othly to-
ward its intended goals.
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Vijayawada: For resi-

dents like S. Satyanaray-
ana from Patamata, the 
dream of  building a 
home turned uncertain 
after the town planning 
authorities rejected his 
building permission re-
quest. His application 
for constructing a house 
in Thadigadapa on a 30 
0-square-yard plot was 
returned because the 
site fell under an unau-
thorized layout. 

Unknown to him wh 
en he bought the land 
two and a half  years ag 
o, the layout had no of-
ficial approval. Thou-
san ds of  property buy-
ers across Andhra Pra 
desh who purchased plo 
ts in similar unauthor-
ized layouts can now 
regularize their hold-
ings through the gov-
ernment’s Layout Regu-
l a r i z at i o n  S ch e m e 
(LRS). The state govern-
ment has extended the 
scheme’s deadline to 
January 23, 2026, giving 
bu ye r s  a  re n ewe d 
chance to legalize their 
properties and avoid 
penalties.

Officials clarified th 
at anyone who purcha 
sed plots before June 30, 
2025, is eligible to apply. 
Applications must be 
submitted online throu 

gh a Licensed Technical 
Person (LTP). Appli-
cants should upload the 
necessary ownership 
documents, site plans 
showing boundaries 
and road widths, en-
cumbrance certificates, 
market value certifi-
cates, and land-use con-
version approvals. Ad-
ditionally, indemnity 
bonds and road widen-
ing agreements are 
required. 

Upon payment of  pe-
nalization and develop-
ment charges as pre-
scribed, plots can be 
officially regularized.

The government has 
also announced a 50 per-
cent concession on open 
space charges for those 
regularizing residential 
plots, offering further 
financial relief. This 
move is expected to en-
courage more plot own-
ers to come forward.Fol-
lowing the July 2025 
announcement of  the 
scheme, authorities re-
ceived 42,335 applica-
tions within three mont 
hs. With the extended de 
adline, officials expect 
another 25,000 appl 
ications. 

They urged citizens 

to seize this opportuni-
ty, warning that a simi-
lar scheme may not be 
reopened.Authorities 
stressed that failure to 
regularize unauthor-
ized layouts could lead 
to significant difficul-
ties. Building permis-
sions for such plots will 
not be issued, and any 
constructions under-
taken will be treated as 
illegal and subject to 
demolition. Plots may 
also be listed as prohib-
ited properties in Sub-
Registrar offices, block-
ing future sale  or 
transfer. 

Banks will not issue 
home loans for these 
sites, and numbers for 
even temporary build-
ings will not be allotted. 
Municipalities will also 
deny access to civic ame 
nities such as roads, 
drainage, water supply, 
and street lighting.By 
extending the deadline 
and offering fee conces-
sions, the government 
aims to bring unap-
proved layouts into the 
formal urban frame-
work while providing 
long-term security to 
legitimate plot owners.

Layout Regularization Deadline  
Extention Provides Relief for Plot Buyers

Illegal Constructions  
Demolished in Carmel Nagar

Governor offers tributes to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru on Children’s Day

Polavaram Project Phase‑I Land 
Acquisition Requires Additional ₹1,275 
Crore: Andhra Pradesh Appeals to Centre

Children’s Day Celebrated with 
Enthusiasm at Igro School, Narasara 
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Kodur, Krishna Dis-
trict: Serious allega-
tions have emerged 
from Koduru Mandal 
under the Avanigadda 
Assembly constituen-
cy regarding large-sca 
le corruption in the 
renewal and verifica-
tion of  disability pen-
sion certificates un-
der the YSR NTR Bha 
rosa scheme.Accord-
ing to reliable local 
sources, several indi-
viduals across villag-
es in Koduru, includ-
ing Mandapakala, Ull 
ipalem, Vishwanath 
apalli, and others, hav 
e allegedly collected 
large sums of  money 
ranging from Rs. 30, 
000 to Rs. 50,000 from 
pension beneficia 
ries. The payments 
were reportedly taken 
with the promise of  
ensuring that their 
disability certificates 
remain valid and that 
their pensions contin-
ue uninterrupted, eve 
n for those who may 
not be medically eligi-
ble.In the previous ph 
ase of  certificate veri-
fication, there were 
already reports that 
some agents and mid-
dlemen had accepted 
bribes to influence 
the continuation of  
pensions. Despite ear-
lier government at-
tempts to identify and 
cancel ineligible dis-
ability certificates, 
several beneficiaries 
are said to have re-
tained their pensions 
through unethical 
means. Currently, the 
second phase of  veri-
fication is being con-
ducted at government 
hos pitals in Machili-
patnam and Gudi-
vada, overseen by cer-
tified medical officers. 
However, locals allege 

that some individuals 
wit h political back-
ing ha ve avoided at-
tending these manda-
tory medical asses 
sments. Instead, it is 
claimed tha t they 
have used money and 
political influence to 
manipulate the pro-
cess, obtaining fa-
vorable verification 
results without prop-
er medical examinati 
on.

These development 
s have caused wide-
spread concern amon 
g genuine beneficiar-
ies and social activ-
ists in the region. The 
y argue that such cor-
ruption undermines 
the credibility of  wel-
fare  schemes de-
signed to support the 
truly disabled and 
economically vulner-
able sections of  soci-
ety. Several villagers 
have appealed to high-
er officials and the di 
strict administration 
to intervene immedi-
ately, investigate the 
allegations, and take 
strong action against 
those involved. Ob-
servers point out that 
the government’s ef-
forts to streamline 
welfare schemes and 
eliminate ineligible 
beneficiaries will be 
undermined if  local-
level corruption is not 
addressed effectively. 
Calls are growing for 
both administrative 
and legal action to en-
sure transparency 
and accountability in 
the certification pro-
cess. As the allegation 
s gain traction, citi-
zens of  Koduru Man-
dal are urging senior 
officials to conduct a 
detailed inquiry into 
the bribery claims 
and restore public 
confidence in the wel-
fare delivery system.
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Narasaraopet (Pal-

nadu District): A grand 
swearing-in ceremony 
of  Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) leaders was held 
on Thursday night at 
the Town Hall in Nar-
asaraopet under the 
leadership of  MLA Dr. 
Chadalawada Aravind 
Babu. The event marked 
the formal induction 
and oath-taking of  new-
ly appointed TDP man-
dal, cluster, unit, and vil 
lage booth in-charges f  
rom across the constitu 
ency. 

 The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic 
participation from par-
ty cadres and support-
ers, reflecting a rene 
wed spirit within the ra 
nks ahead of  upcoming 
organizational activi-
ties.Dr. Chadalawada 
Aravind Babu atte nded 

the event as the chief  
guest and administered 
the oath to the party 
leaders. Addressing the 
gathering, he empha-
sized the importance of  
unity, discipline, and 

dedication in strength-
ening the Telugu Desam 
Party at the grassroots 
level. He reminded par-
ty members of  their re-
sponsibilities and cal    
led upon them to work 

tirelessly toward the de-
velopment of  the Nar-
asaraopet constituency. 

He also urged the in-
charges to maintain clo 
se contact with people, 
identify local issues, 

and ensure that the par-
ty’s welfare agenda re  
aches every household. 
Dr. Aravind Babu high-
lighted that the Telugu 
Desam Party has a long 
legacy of  public service 
and development-ori-
ented governance, and 
every worker must con-
tribute to preserving 
that legacy. He said the 
newly appointed in-
charges should act as a 
bridge between the lead-
ership and the public, 
continuing the party’s 
mission of  transparent 
and peo ple-ce ntric ad-
ministrat ion.

Party leaders who at-
tended the ceremony de-
scribed it as a crucial 
step in strengthening 
the TDP’s organization-
al structure in the Pal-
nadu region. They ex-
pressed confidence that 
under Dr. Aravind Ba-

bu’s dynamic leader-
ship, the constituency 
would witness faster 
progress in infrastruc-
ture, education, and em-
ployment sectors.The 
event drew a large gath-
ering of  local TDP lead-
ers, activists, and sup-
porters, turning the ve 
nue into a vibrant stage 
of  political enthusi asm. 

Party flags, slogans, 
and chants filled the ha 
ll as members pledged to 
uphold the ideals of  the 
Telugu Desam Party 
and support their lead-
er’s vision for a stronger 
Narasaraopet. With this 
grand ceremony, th e 
TDP in Narasaraopet 
appears to have rekin-
dled its organizational 
momentum, aiming to 
expand its base and reaf-
firm its commitment to 
serving the people of  
Palnadu district.
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Chilakaluripet, Nan-

dendla (Palnadu Dis-
trict): Equal opportuni-
ties for girls are the fou 
ndation of  a progressive 
society, said Nadikattu 
Ramireddy, Chairman of  
the Golconda Group of  
Institutions and promot-
er of  the Chirumamilla 
Ed ucational and Village 
Development Trust. He 
was addressing students 
during a Children’s Day 
celebration held on Fri-
day at the Zilla Parishad 
High School in Chirum-
amilla, organized under 
the supervision of  Head-
master Kishore.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ramireddy said 
that women are the pil-
lars of  family harmony, 
affection, and human 
values. He observed that 
current global crises 
such as conflicts, inequ 

alities, and climate chan 
ge are having a serious 
impact on the future of  
girls. He appreciated the 
way young women arou 
nd the world are uniting 
to face these challenges 
and fighting for climate 
justice and an end to vi-
ole nce. Emphasizing 
that ensuring girls’ safe-
ty and future has become 
more crucial than ever, 
Ramireddy recalled that 
it has been 30 years since 
world nations adopted 
the Beijing Declaration 
to uphold women’s and 
girls’ rights and promote 
gender equality. While 
women are now excel-
ling in various fields, he 
said, inequalities still 
persist, particularly 
among girls from eco-
nomically weaker and 
marginalized sections 
who continue to struggle 
for access to education, 

healthcare, and econom-
ic empowerment.

He appreciated the ef-
forts of  both central and 
state governments for 
implementing program 
mes such as Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao to promote 
gender balance and edu-
cational opportunities. 
Nonetheless, he noted 
that poverty continues to 
hinder the progress of  
many girls. Highlighting 
the importance of  aware-
ness about laws and sch 
emes like the Prohibitio 
n of  Child Marriage Act 
(2026), Protection of  Chi 
ldren from Sexual Offenc 
es Act (2012), Sukanya 
Samriddhi Yojana, Pos 
han Abhiyan, and Mis-
sion Vatsalya, he urged 
for their effective imple-
mentation and commu-
nity participation.

Ramireddy stressed 
the need to promote hy-

giene and health aware-
ness during school years, 
alongside vocational 
training and employ-
ment opportunities. He 
said that the National 
Education Policy aims to 
achieve gender parity in 
education by 2035, which 
requires enhanced in-
vestment in girls’ educat 
ion.

Appreciating the con-
tribution of  the NGO 
“Educated Girls,” which 
has provided education 
to nearly 2 million girls 
in remote rural areas, he 
called upon more organi-
zations to join such ef-
forts. He concluded that 
real progress and empo 
werment of  girls would 
be possible only when eq 
ual opportunities reach 
every stage of  their lives, 
paving the way for a 
strong and inclusive 
future.
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Narasaraopet (Palnad 

u District): Children’s 
Day was celebrated with 
great enthusiasm at the 
Government High Scho 
ol in Shankara Bharat ip-
uram, Linganguntla, 
near Narasaraopet on 
Friday. The event turned 
into a meaningful occa-
sion for students as local 
MLA Dr. Chadalavada 
Ara vind Babu partici-
pated as the chief  guest 
and distributed bicycles 
to meritorious students.

As part of  the celebra-
tions, 15 students who 
demonstrated outstand-
ing performance in aca-
demics, sports, and arts 
were presented with br 
nd new bicycles. The ini-
tiative was made possi-
ble through the Corpora 
te Social Responsibility 
(CSR) funds of  the State 
Bank of  India (SBI). 

The MLA appreciated 
SBI’s gesture for sup-
porting educational de-
velopment and encour-

aging young talent in gov 
ernment schools.Speak-
ing on the occasion, Dr. 
Aravind Babu stated that 
Children’s Day is not just 
about celebration and 
joy, but also a time to re-
flect on the importance 
of  empowering children 

for a brighter future. He 
emphasized that promot-
ing education, health, 
and extracurricular ac-
tivities plays a vital role 
in shaping self-confide 
nce and life skills among 
students. 

“Recognizing and re-

warding the merit of  stu-
dents motivates them to 
aim higher and builds a 
strong foundation for 
their future,” he said. 
The legislator also high-
lighted the government’s 
commitment to improv-
ing school infrastruc-

ture, ensuring quality 
education, and imple-
menting programs that 
provide opportunities 
for rural children. He 
called upon teachers and 
parents to work hand-in-
hand in nurturing chil-
dren's potential and gui-

di ng them toward excell 
ence.

Officials from the Sta 
te Bank of  India, includ-
ing the Regional Manag-
er and bank staff, attend-
ed the program and exp 
ressed satisfaction with 
how the CSR initiative 
was being utilized. They 
stated that SBI would 
continue supporting ed-
ucational institutions 
through similar pro-
grams in the future.

Community leaders, 
members of  local asso-
ciations, teachers, and 
students participated ac-
tively in the celebration. 
The school campus wore 
a festive look, echoing 
the spirit of  Children’s 
Day with cultural progra 
ms, songs, and speeches 
on the life and vision of  
Pandit Jawaharlal Ne 
hru. The event conclud-
ed with distribution of  
sweets and photographs 
of  the honored students 
proudly receiving their 
bicycles.
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Vinukonda (Pal-
nadu District): Mark-
ing Children’s Day on 
Thursday, Govern-
ment Chief  Whip and 
Vinukonda MLA G.V. 
Anjaneyulu paid flo-
ral tributes to the por 
trait of  India’s first 
Prime Minister, Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehr 
u, at a special pro-
gramme organized at 
his office in the town. 
Addressing the gath-
ering, MLA Anjaney-
ulu said that the path 
shown by ‘Chacha 
Nehru’ continues to 
enlighten genera-
tions and inspire the 
nation. 

“Children are the 
true wealth of  every 
country. Nehru’s lov 
e, thoughts, and ide-
als remain a beacon 
of  inspiration to this 
day,” he said. The leg-
islator described Ch 
ildren’s Day not just 
as a celebration, but 
as a reminder of  ever 
yone’s responsibility 
to secure and nurture 
the younger genera-
tion. He stressed that 
the nation’s develop-
ment depends on the 
education, health, an 
d moral values of  its 
children. 

 Every child pos-
sesses unique talent, 
and it is the collective 
duty of  families, teac 
hers, and the govern-
ment to identify and 
nurture that potentia 
l. He called for equal 
encouragement for 
children to excel in 
academics, sports, a 
nd creative pursuits, 
adding that only th 
rough holistic growth 
can they em erge as 
confident an d re-

sponsible citizens. 
Speaking on govern-
ment initiativ es, An-
janeyulu said that sp 
ecial attention is be-
ing given to improv-
ing educational op-
portunities, nutrit 
ional support, and sc 
hool infrastructure, 
particularly in rural 
areas. 

He mentioned that 
the State government 
is implementing sev-
eral welfare schemes 
aimed at strengthen-
ing childhood educa-
tion and ensuring 
that every child has 
access to quality lear 
ning and healthy gro 
wth. The MLA urged 
all sections of  society 
to extend their suppo 
rt in creating an envi-
ronment where chil-
dren can dream, lear 
n, and achieve. “It is 
we, the elders, who 
must impart love, co 
urage, and discipline 
to the younger gener 
ation. 

The direction sho 
wn by Chacha Nehru 
should guide our ef-
forts in shaping mod-
ern India,” he added. 
Concluding his re-
marks, Anjaneyulu 
reiterated that the fu-
ture of  the country 
lies in the hands of  
educated, value-driv-
en children who will 
steer the nation to-
ward progress and 
harmony. The event 
witnessed participa-
tion from local lead-
ers, party workers, 
women’s associatio 
ns, and students, who 
paid tributes and 
took part in cultural 
activities dedicated 
to celebrating chil-
d r e n  a n d  t h e i r 
potential.

Children’s Day Celebrated Grandly 

MLA G.V. 
Anjaneyulu 

says Children’s 
Future Defines 
Nation’s Future

MLA Attends Grand Swearing-In Ceremony 
of TDP Leaders in Narasaraopet 

Allegations of Bribery in 
Disability Pension 
Verification Process 
Surface in Koduru Mandal

Equal Opportunities Key to 
Social Progress: Ramireddy
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GST Reform 2.0: Turning 
Compliance Into Empowerment

Since its rollout in 2017, the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
in India has been both a com-
pliance challenge and an un-
intentional digital revolution. 
What began as a complex tax 
system has evolved into a live, 
verifiable digital ledger of  the 
economy, enabling businesses 
and authorities alike to lever-
age real-time data. Mandatory 
e-invoicing and the GST Net-
work (GSTN) turned every in-
voice into a trusted financial 
footprint, creating a founda-
tion for credit access, finan-
cial inclusion, and data-driv-
en governance.

For small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs), GST fil-
ings became a financial pass-
port. Lenders could now 
assess a firm’s health instant-
ly, unlocking loans and in-
voice financing. Yet, this digi-
tal advantage is uneven. Only 
12% of  MSMEs are fully digi-
talised, leaving many reliant 
on paper records or out-
sourced accounting. This digi-
tal divide risks creating a two-
s p e e d  e c o n o m y,  wh e r e 
businesses in digitally ad-
vanced states like Karnataka, 

Maharashtra, and Tamil 
Nadu thrive, while those in 
less-connected regions lag 
behind.

GST Reform 2.0 aims to 
bridge this gap. The 56th GST 
Council meeting introduced 
people-centric reforms, in-
cluding a simplified two-rate 
tax structure and reduced lev-
ies on daily essentials. For 
businesses, the changes are 
transformative: provisional, 
risk-based refunds cover 90% 
of  claims, easing cash-flow 
constraints, while a stream-
lined, automated GST regis-
tration scheme promises on-
b o a r d i n g  o f  l o w - r i s k 
entrepreneurs in just three 
days. The establishment of  
the GST Appellate Tribunal 
(GSTAT) by December 2025 
adds a credible, rules-based 
enforcement layer.

The convergence of  the ini-
tial digital engine and these 
deliberate reforms creates a 
powerful synergy. Real-time 
GST data not only empowers 
businesses with financial 
tools but also enables authori-
ties to detect fraud efficiently. 
However, for the system to 

achieve its full potential, digi-
tal literacy and access must 
improve. Experts advocate a 
three-pronged approach: scal-
ing practical digital training, 
promoting affordable tech 
platforms for micro-enterpris-
es, and using policy incentives 
to encourage adoption.

Looking ahead, GST is 
poised to become more than a 
tax mechanism—it could 
emerge as a cornerstone of  In-
dia’s economic strategy. Rec-
ognising the GST data infra-
structure as a national public 
good, similar to UPI, could 
stimulate private innovation 
in finance and supply-chain 
management. The next phase 
will test whether GST 2.0 can 
drive inclusive growth, ensur-
ing that every MSME, regard-
less of  location or size, bene-
f i t s  f r o m  t h i s  d i g i t a l 
transformation.

GST’s journey—from cha-
otic rollout to digital back-
bone and now to a tool of  em-
powerment—could redefine 
India’s economic landscape, 
shaping competitiveness and 
inclusivity for the decade 
ahead.

Amazon Layoffs Highlight 
AI Transition Challenges

Global tech industry 
trembled last week as Am-
azon announced the layoff  
of  14,000 employees, part 
of  a broader wave that has 
seen over 1,72,000 jobs cut 
across American tech gi-
ants, including Meta, Mi-
crosoft, Salesforce, and 
Google. These reductions 
have sparked concerns 
about the human cost of  
automation, especially as 
artificial intelligence con-
tinues to transform work-
places worldwide.

The layoffs contrast 
sharply with the soaring 
market value of  AI hard-
ware and software leaders. 
Nvidia, whose chips power 
AI data centers, recently 
reached a staggering $5 
trillion market capitaliza-
tion, while OpenAI, in 
partnership with Micro-
soft, plans to develop 30 gi-
gawatts of  computing re-
sources at a cost of  $1.4 
trillion. Such figures un-
derscore a growing divide 
between AI-driven wealth 
creation and workforce 
instability.

Jensen Huang, Nvidia’s 
CEO, recently highlighted 
the future demand for 
skilled trades like electri-
cians and plumbers as AI 
infrastructure expands. 
His comments illustrate 
the duality of  the AI revo-
lution: while some jobs are 
replaced by automation, 
new roles emerge that re-
quire technical, adaptive, 
and hybrid skill sets. Ana-
lysts emphasize that long-
term success depends on 
the ability of  workers to 
reinvent themselves, adapt 
to new tools, and blend 
core skills with technolog-
ical fluency.

The rapid rise of  AI has 

also amplified demand for 
cybersecurity, data man-
agement, and AI-specific 
roles, as automation tools 
proliferate. “Agentic AI,” 
which integrates interme-
diate technologies to en-
hance automation, demon-
strates  the need for 
professionals who can 
combine coding, industry 
knowledge, and problem-
solving skills. As AI-gener-
ated content grows, so 
does the need for human 
oversight to manage mis-
use, maintain trust, and 
ensure quality.

Historical parallels offer 
lessons for today. The late 
Sitaram Kesri, former 
Congress treasurer, was 
known for his impeccable 
trustworthiness—a quali-
ty still vital in the AI era. 
Similarly, past technologi-
cal revolutions, such as 
electrification or industri-
al mechanization, created 
fears of  job losses but ulti-
mately gave rise to new 
roles. Roy Amara’s law, 
which notes that people 
overestimate short-term 
impacts and underesti-
mate long-term change, re-
mains relevant: AI may 
disrupt now, but it also 
generates opportunities 
for those prepared to 
adapt.

Experts advise tech pro-
fessionals to focus on con-
tinuous learning, cultivate 
human-centric skills like 
trust and teamwork, and 
maintain financial pru-
dence to navigate this 
transition. While AI is re-
shaping the workplace, the 
combination of  human 
judgment, adaptability, 
and resilience will remain 
indispensable in the new 
digital economy.

India Pushes for Globalised Rupee 
Ecosystem

India is taking 
significant steps to 
reduce reliance on 
the U.S. dollar and 
strengthen its fi-
nancial sovereignty 
amid an increasing-
ly uncertain global 
trade environment. 
Geopolitical ten-
sions,  sanctions 
threats on Russian 
oil, and inconsist-
ent U.S. tariff  poli-
cies have accelerat-
ed efforts to develop 
a rupee-led interna-
tional settlement 
system.

The Reserve Bank 
of  India (RBI) has 
spearheaded key 
initiatives to pro-

mote rupee interna-
tionalisation. In Oc-
t o b e r,  t h e  R B I 
allowed authorised 
dealer (AD) banks 
and their overseas 
branches to extend 
rupee-denominated 
loans to residents, 
businesses, and fi-
nancial institutions 
in Nepal, Bhutan, 
and Sri Lanka. This 
i s  f a c i l i t a t e d 
through Special Ru-
pee Vostro Accounts 
(SRVAs), which now 
number around 200, 
up from 156 in Feb-
ruary. The expan-
sion allows bilateral 
trade settlements in 
rupees, bypassing 

the U.S. dollar, re-
ducing conversion 
costs, and limiting 
exposure to dollar 
volatility. Surplus 
SRVA balances can 
also be invested in 
cor porate bonds 
and commercial pa-
pers, enhancing li-
quidity and attract-
i n g  f o r e i g n 
participation.

In parallel, the 
RBI has launched 
the Central Bank 
Digital Currency 
(CBDC), or Digital 
Rupee (e₹), a block-
chain-based, fully 
regulated digital to-
ken. The digital ru-
pee supports atomic 

settlements via De-
livery vs Payment 
(DvP) protocols, en-
suring efficiency, 
privacy, and trans-
parency. The RBI 
will also publish 
reference exchange 
rates for major trad-
ing partners’ cur-
rencies, starting 
with UAE dirhams 
and Indonesian ru-
pees, to streamline 
INR-based trade 
settlements.

GIFT City in Gu-
jarat has emerged 
as a hub for these 
developments. Fi-
nance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman 
inaugurated the 

Foreign Currency 
Settlement System 
in October, enabling 
faster and safer 
transactions in ma-
j o r  c u r r e n c i e s , 
starting with the 
U.S. dollar and ex-
panding to the euro, 
yen, and pound. 
Meanwhile, BRICS 
countries are ex-
ploring integration 
of  their digital cur-
rency systems, aim-
ing to reduce inter-
mediary costs and 
promote de-dollari-
sation. The New De-
velopment Bank 
plans its first INR-
denominated bond 
issuance to encour-

age local currency 
financing.

India is also plan-
ning onshore rupee 
bonds worth $400–
500 million with 
three- to five-year 
m a t u r i t i e s  b y 
March 2026. These 
moves could expand 
investment oppor-
tunities in masala 
bonds and reinforce 
India’s role in glob-
al financial mar-
kets. Future plans 
include linking SR-
VAs with the Uni-
fied Payments Inter-
f a c e  ( U P I )  f o r 
international settle-
ments and integrat-
ing with central 

bank digital curren-
cies, potentially en-
abling GIFT City to 
operate as a 24×7 
global  f inancial 
hub.

A n a l y s t s  s a y 
these steps mark a 
strategic shift from 
a globalised outlook 
to transactional di-
plomacy, prioritis-
ing national finan-
cial sovereignty. By 
reducing depend-
ence on offshore fi-
nancial centres, In-
dia aims to enhance 
regional stability, 
attract investment, 
and strengthen the 
r u p e e ’ s  g l o b a l 
presence.

Trump’s Trade Power, India’s Missed 
Opportunity

U.S.  President  Donald 
Trump’s recent Asia tour has 
highlighted the growing influ-
ence of  trade as a tool of  geo-
political power—an area 
where India appears to have 
missed the memo. Analysts 
note that while China has lev-
eraged both its seller and buy-
er power, India has yet to fully 
exploit its potential in global 
trade.

Trump, who often empha-
sizes the U.S. as the world’s 
largest importer, has used this 
economic leverage to shape re-
lationships with exporting na-
tions. During his interactions 
with China, he demonstrated 
how import dependence can 
translate into bargaining pow-
er, particularly in commodi-
ties like soybeans and corn, 

vital for Chinese agriculture. 
By contrast, India’s imports of  
U.S. soybeans, corn, and edible 
oils—totaling over $18 billion 
annually—remain underuti-
lized in diplomatic strategy.

China’s success, experts say, 
stems from a mix of  forward 
planning, technological adop-
tion, and strategic patience. 
The nation has invested in ge-
netically modified crops, im-
proved yields, and diversified 
import sources, ensuring it 
can negotiate from a position 
of  strength. India, meanwhile, 
continues to rely heavily on 
trade protectionism and do-
mestic lobbying pressures, 
limiting its ability to wield 
similar influence.

The recent events under-
score the shift in global power 

dynamics: reputation, moral 
authority, or political history 
no longer determine lever-
age—economic power does. 
Trump reportedly showed con-
descension toward India’s 
leadership, emphasizing that 
hard power is measured by 
what nations can offer rather 
than what they expect. Ana-
lysts argue that India’s hesi-
tancy to strategically use its 
import capacity has cost it po-
tential influence in bilateral 
negotiations.

Experts point to lessons 
from history: like Deng Xiaop-
ing’s dictum to “bide your 
time, hide your power,” na-
tions must exercise patience 
and deploy strategic leverage 
rather than celebrate econom-
ic size prematurely. India, 

while the world’s fifth-largest 
economy, has yet to convert its 
market size into tangible dip-
lomatic influence.

Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal has urged Indian entre-
preneurs to adapt, innovate, 
and move beyond tariff  protec-
tions. Observers say this mo-
ment resembles India’s 1991 
balance-of-payments crisis, 
signaling that reform may now 
be necessary, driven not by fi-
nancial collapse but by geopo-
litical imperatives.

As global trade reshapes 
power structures, India’s chal-
lenge will be to align domestic 
policy with strategic opportu-
nity, ensuring its buying pow-
er becomes a currency in in-
ternational diplomacy rather 
than a missed chance.
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Mahila and Youth is new MY formula in Bihar: 
PM Modi at BJP HQ in Delhi

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, addressing BJP 
workers at the party head-
quarters in Delhi, de-
clared that the National 
Democratic Alliance’s 
sweeping victory in Bihar 
has laid the foundation 
for a similar outcome in 
We s t  B e n g a l ,  wh e r e 
Mamata Banerjee’s Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) cur-
rently holds power. Draw-
i n g  a  s y m b o l i c 
comparison, he said, “The 
river Ganga flows to Ben-
gal via Bihar. And the vic-
tory in Bihar, like the riv-
er, has paved the way for 
our victory in Bengal.”

The NDA’s emphatic 
win—securing over 200 of  
the 243 seats—positions 
the BJP as the single-larg-
est party in Bihar. Modi 
credited party workers for 
the triumph, saying their 
dedication had trans-
formed people’s expecta-
tions into reality.

The Prime Minister 
also drew parallels be-
tween Bihar’s electoral 
mandate and West Ben-
gal’s political climate. 
Referencing the BJP’s 
long-standing critique of  
“Jungle Raj” under the 
Opposition alliance in Bi-
har, he urged the people 
of  Bengal to “uproot Jun-

gle Raj” from their own 
state. He added that the 
victory would energize 
BJP efforts not just in 
Bengal, but across south-
ern India as well.

Even before the final re-
sults were declared, sev-
eral BJP leaders had 
turned their attention to 
Bengal. Union Minister 
Giriraj Singh war ned 

Mamata  Baner jee  to 
“brace for the worst,” 
while Suvendu Adhikari 
predicted a “spectacular” 
BJP performance in the 
2026 state elections. Su-
kanta Majumdar, invok-
ing “Mission Bengal,” 
said it was time to “clean 
u p  t h e  j u n g l e s  o f  
Bengal.”

In a swift and sharp re-

sponse, the Trinamool 
Congress took to social 
media with a defiant 
“Bring it on.” Sharing an 
old video of  Mamata Ba-
nerjee asserting her po-
litical resilience, the TMC 
accused the BJP of  slan-
der and disrespect toward 
Bengal’s identity. The par-
ty vowed that in 2026, the 
people would “democrati-

cally crush” the BJP’s 
“arrogance” and reaffirm 
Banerjee’s leadership 
with over 250 seats.

TMC spokesperson Ku-
nal Ghosh dismissed any 
connection between Bi-
har’s outcome and Ben-
gal’s political future, as-
serting confidence in 
another sweeping TMC 
victory.

ED Attaches Rs 61 Crore Assets of Bhupesh Baghel’s 
Son in Chhattisgarh Liquor Scam

TPN Correspondent | Patna

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has provision-
ally attached assets worth 
Rs 61.20 crore belonging 
to Chaitanya Baghel, son 
of  former Chhattisgarh 
Chief  Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel, under the Preven-
tion of  Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), 2002, in 
connection with the ongo-
ing investigation into the 
C h h a t t i s g a r h  l i q u o r 
scam.

The attached assets in-
clude 364 residential plots 
and agricultural lands 
valued at Rs 59.96 crore, 
alongside movable assets 
such as bank balances 
and fixed deposits worth 
Rs 1.24 crore. The ED said 
the action is part of  its 
continuing probe into the 
liquor syndicate that al-
legedly caused massive 
l o s s e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e 
exchequer.

The investigation was 
initiated following an FIR 
by the Anti-Corruption 
B u re a u / E n fo rc e m e n t 
W i n g  ( A C B / E O W ) , 
Raipur, under sections of  

the IPC and the Preven-
tion of  Corruption Act, 
1988. Police and ED inves-
tigations revealed that the 
liquor scam resulted in 
over Rs 2,500 crore of  il-
licit proceeds, with Chait-
anya Baghel positioned at 
the top of  the syndicate.

According to the ED, 
Chaitanya Baghel con-
t ro l l e d  a n d  m a n a g e d 
the accounts of  all  il -
licit funds collected by 
the syndicate and di -
rected key decisions re-
garding the collection, 
c h a n n e l i z a t i o n ,  a n d 
distribution of  the pro-
ceeds.  The probe fur-
ther revealed that  he 
laundered a portion of  
these proceeds through 
his real estate business, 
n o t ably  t h e  “ Vi t t h a l 
Green” project  under 
his proprietorship, M/s 
Baghel Developers.

Chaitanya Baghel was 
arrested by the ED on 
July 18 and remains in ju-
dicial custody. Earlier, 
the ED had arrested sev-
eral high-profile individ-
uals linked to the case, 

including former IAS of-
ficer Anil Tuteja, Arvind 
S i n g h ,  T r i l o k  S i n g h 
Dhillon, Anwar Dhebar, 
Arun Pati Tripathi, and 
MLA Kawasi Lakhma, 

who was the excise min-
ister at the time.

This latest attachment 
of  Rs 61.20 crore comes in 
continuation of  previous 
actions by the ED, which 

had already seized im-
movable properties val-
ued at around Rs 215 
crore, highlighting the 
scale and seriousness of  
the investigation.

India and Canada Deepen Cooperation on Critical 
Minerals, Trade, and Investment

TPN Correspondent | Chennai

India and Canada have 
taken significant steps to 
strengthen their economic 
partnership, focusing on 
critical minerals, clean en-
ergy, and expanded invest-
ment opportunities. The 

progress came during the 
7th India-Canada Ministe-
rial Dialogue on Trade and 
Investment, held in New 
Delhi under the frame-
work of  the New Roadmap 
2025. The dialogue was co-
chaired by India’s Com-

merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal and 
Canada’s Minister of  Ex-
port Promotion, Interna-
tional Trade, and Econom-
ic Development, Maninder 
Sidhu, who visited India 
from November 11 to 14.

In a joint statement is-
sued on November 14, 2025, 
both nations highlighted 
their commitment to deep-
ening long-term supply 
chain cooperation in criti-
cal minerals—an area vi-
tal for global clean energy 
transitions and advanced 
manufacturing. These 
minerals, essential for bat-
teries, renewable technolo-
gies, and electronic compo-
n e n t s ,  h ave  b e c o m e 
strategically important as 
countries work to diversify 
supply chains amid rising 
global demand.

The ministers agreed to 
enhance collaboration in 
clean energy, emphasiz-
ing the shared goal of  ac-
celerating sustainable in-
dustrial  g rowth.  The 
partnership aims to sup-
port new-age industries 
and ensure stable access 
to minerals central to 
transitioning toward 
greener economies.

Beyond critical miner-
als and clean energy, In-
dia and Canada also an-
nounced plans to expand 
trade and investment op-
portunities in sectors in-
cluding aerospace and 

dual-use capabilities—ar-
eas seen as high-potential 
for innovation and tech-
nology-based coopera-
tion. The two sides com-
mitted to identifying 
specific investment pro-
jects and strengthening 
business-to-business link-
ages to maximize the ben-
e f i t s  o f  b i l a t e r a l 
engagement.

The meeting under-
scored the importance of  
resilient and mutually 
beneficial economic ties, 
particularly at a time 
w h e n  g l o b a l  s u p p l y 
chains continue to face 
geopolitical and logistical 
challenges. The ministers 
reaffirmed their inten-
tion to  work closely 
through established insti-
tutional mechanisms to 
advance negotiations, re-
move trade barriers, and 
promote smoother invest-
ment flow.

Overall, the latest min-
isterial dialogue marks a 
renewed chapter in India-
Canada relations, setting 
a strong foundation for 
strategic, long-term coop-
eration across emerging 
and traditional sectors.

Delhi Chokes as Severe 
Air Pollution Persists 

Amid Spike in Farm Fires

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Delhi continued to 
grapple with hazardous 
air quality on Wednes-
day, as the city recorded 
its second consecutive 
day of  ‘severe’ pollution, 
with the 24-hour average 
Air Quality Index (AQI) 
at 418, according to data 
from the Central Pollu-
tion Control  Board 
(CPCB).

The deteriorating air 
quality is largely attrib-
uted to stubble-burning 
in neighbouring states, 
which contributed 22.4 
per cent to Delhi’s PM2.5 
levels on Wednesday — 
the highest share record-
ed from farm fires this 
winter. Additionally, 15.5 
per cent of  the pollution 
was transported from 
outside the city, as per 
the Decision Support 
System (DSS) data.

A ‘severe’ AQI poses 
serious health risks 

even for healthy individ-
uals and can significant-
ly affect people with res-
piratory or cardiac 
conditions. Delhi had 
recorded its first ‘severe’ 
day of  the season on 
Tuesday, with the AQI 
reaching 428, after sev-
eral days in the ‘very 
poor’ category due to 
stagnant weather and lo-
cal emissions.

Satel l i te  ima g ery 
showed 312 farm fire in-
cidents in Punjab, 72 in 
Haryana, and 322 in Ut-
tar Pradesh on Tuesday, 
highlighting the scale of  
crop residue burning af-
fecting the capital. DSS 
projections for Thurs-
day indicate that stub-
ble-burning will contrib-
ute around 10.1 per cent 
to PM2.5 levels, while 
transport-related emis-
sions are expected to 
rise slightly to 19.3 per 
cent.

The Air Quality Early 
W a r n i n g  S y s t e m 
(AQEWS) has predicted 
that pollution levels are 
likely to remain in the 
‘very poor’ category 
f r o m  T h u r s d a y 
onwards.

On the weather front, 
temperatures in the city 
continued to dip, with 
Wednesday recording a 
minimum of  10.4°C, 
3.1°C below normal, and 
a maximum of  27.7°C, 
slightly below average. 
Thursday is expected to 
witness shallow morn-
ing fog, with tempera-
tures ranging between 
11°C and 26°C.

Au t h o r i t i e s  h ave 
urged residents, espe-
cially children, the el-
derly, and those with pre-
e x i s t i n g  h e a l t h 
conditions, to limit out-
door activities and take 
precautions amid the on-
going air quality crisis.

Result Surprising, Election 
Not Fair From Start”: Rahul 

Gandhi On Bihar Loss

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Reacting to the Con-
gress’s poor perfor-
mance in the Bihar As-
sembly election, Rahul 
Gandhi termed the re-
sult “truly surprising” 
and alleged that the elec-
toral process had been 
unfair from the very be-
ginning. Speaking to re-
porters, the Congress 
leader said the party had 
anticipated a closer fight 
but was taken aback by 
the magnitude of  the Na-
tional Democratic Alli-
ance’s victory.

According to Gandhi, 
several factors contrib-
uted to what he de-
scribed as a skewed play-
ing field. He claimed 
that from the start of  the 
campaign, the Congress 
and its allies faced obsta-
cles in communicating 
with voters, while the 
ruling alliance enjoyed 
what he called dispro-
portionate media visibil-

ity. He argued that the 
conditions under which 
the election was con-
ducted raised questions 
about whether all par-
ties received equal op-
portunities to present 
their case before the 
electorate.

G a n d h i  a l s o  e x -
pressed concern over 
the conduct of  certain 
institutions, implying 
that impartiality had 
been compromised. 
Without naming spe-
cific agencies, he said 
that the misuse of  cen-
tral bodies to influence 
political outcomes had 
become a pattern, not 
j u s t  i n  B i h a r  b u t 
across multiple states. 
Such interference, he 
a d d e d ,  u n d e r m i n e s 
public trust and weak-
ens  the  democratic 
framework.

Despite the setback, 
Rahul Gandhi reaf-
firmed the Congress’s 

commitment to intro-
spection and organiza-
tional strengthening. He 
said the party would 
closely analyze the re-
sults, understand where 
it fell short, and work 
with allies to rebuild mo-
mentum ahead of  future 
elections. Gandhi em-
phasized that the fight 
for a “fair and just In-
dia” would continue, re-
gardless of  electoral 
outcomes.

He also addressed 
Congress workers, urg-
ing them not to lose 
heart. “We respect the 
people’s mandate,” he 
said, “but we will con-
tinue to raise our voice 
for truth, justice, and 
democratic values.”

The Bihar result, he 
c o n c l u d e d ,  s h o u l d 
serve as both a lesson 
and a motivation for 
the Congress to push 
forward with renewed 
determination.
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“New York Will Turn Into Mumbai”: Real Estate Billionaire 
On Mamdani’s Win

TPN Correspondent |  New 
York City 

Real estate billion-
aire Barry Sternlicht 
has warned that New 
York City could face a 
“really tough time” un-
der mayor-elect Zohran 
Mamdani, comparing 
the potential economic 
fallout of  his policies to 
turning the city “into 
Mumbai.”

Speaking to CNBC, 
the Starwood Capital 
Group CEO criticized 
the Democratic social-
ist’s proposed housing 
and social welfare re-
forms, claiming they 
could drive up costs 
and destabilize the real 
estate market. Sternli-
cht’s comments come 
after Mamdani’s sweep-
ing victory, where he 
won four out of  five 
boroughs to become 
New York’s first Mus-
lim and South Asian-
origin mayor.

M a m d a n i ’s  c a m -
paign promises include 
rent freezes in rent-sta-
bilized apartments, 
free bus services, uni-
versal childcare for 
ch i l d re n  a g e d  s i x 
months to five years, 
and city-owned grocery 

stores in each borough. 
While his supporters 
hail these as progres-
sive reforms, business 
leaders like Sternlicht 
argue they could wors-
en the city’s economic 
challenges.

“Every project in 
New York has to go un-

ion, and it’s super ex-
pensive. It leads to ex-
t r e m e l y  c o s t l y 
housing,” Sternlicht 
said, blaming trade 
unions for stifling de-
velopment and mak-
ing blue states “diffi-
cult to add supply of  
housing to.”

Criticizing Mamda-
ni’s rent policies, he 
added, “If  tenants don’t 
pay and can’t be evict-
ed, it creates a domino 
e f f e c t — e ve n t u a l l y 
you’ll turn New York 
City into Mumbai.”

The billionaire also 
raised concerns over 

public safety, refer-
e n c i n g  M a m d a n i ’s 
earlier stance on “De-
fund the Police.” He 
warned that reduced 
police support could 
drive families away 
and harm the city’s 
stability.

Despite  the back-

lash, Mamdani main-
tains that his admin-
i s t r a t i o n  w i l l 
prioritize housing ac-
cess,  social  equity, 
and affordability—an 
agenda that continues 
to polarize New York-
ers across economic 
and political lines.

Bangladesh on High Alert Ahead of Sheikh Hasina 
Tribunal Verdict Date

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Dhaka

Bangladesh has been 
placed on high alert as 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) 
prepares to announce 
on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, the date of  its 
verdict in the case 
against former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na. The charges against 
her include crimes 
against humanity and 
murder related to the 
July 2024 uprising that 
led to her government’s 
ouster.

Security forces, in-
cluding the army and 
police, have been de-
ployed across the coun-
try, particularly at air-
p o r t s  a n d  k e y 
government installa-
tions, as tensions esca-
late ahead of  the an-
n o u n c e m e n t .  T h e 
Bangladesh Awami 
League (AL) has called 
for a nationwide dawn-
to-dusk lockdown on 
Thursday, urging sup-
porters to participate 
i n  p e a c e f u l 
demonstrations.

Following the ban on 
Awami League activi-
ties by the interim gov-
ernment led by Nobel 
laureate Muhammad 
Yunus, party leaders 

have been using social 
media to coordinate the 
programme from un-
disclosed locations. In 
recent days, incidents 
of  vehicle arson and 

crude bomb explosions 
have been reported in 
various regions, includ-
ing Dhaka, heightening 
fears of  unrest.

Police have launched 

extensive operations to 
arrest AL leaders and 
activists, while securi-
ty checkpoints and ve-
hicle inspections have 
been established in ma-

jor cities to maintain 
order. Meanwhile, Awa-
mi League supporters 
have been holding flash 
ral l ies  demanding 
Hasina’s release and 
condemning the tribu-
nal proceedings.

The legal case stems 
from the July 2024 stu-
dent-led protests that 
toppled Hasina’s gov-
ernment, during which 
more than 1,400 people 
were killed, according 
to a United Nations re-
port. The former Prime 
Minister fled to India 
on August 5, 2024, after 
losing control of  the 
government.

Ironically, the ICT 
was originally estab-
lished by Hasina’s own 
administration to pros-
ecute 1971 Liberation 
War crimes. The cur-
rent interim govern-
ment has amended the 
tribunal’s legal frame-
work to bring charges 
against her. Testimo-
nies in the case are 
complete, and the tribu-
nal will announce the 
v e r d i c t  d a t e  o n 
Thursday.

PM Modi Returns After Bhutan Visit, Says Outcomes Will 
Strengthen Ties 

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Bhutan, 

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi returned 
t o  N e w  D e l h i  o n 
Wednesday after com-
pleting a successful 
two-day state visit to 
B h u t a n ,  a i m e d  a t 
deepening the long-
standing partnership 
between the two Hima-
layan neighbours.

Before de par ting 
from Thimphu, the 
Prime Minister shared 
a post on X, expressing 
heartfelt gratitude to 
the people and Govern-
ment of  Bhutan for 
their hospitality. “My 
visit to Bhutan has tak-
en place when the peo-
ple of  this nation are 
marking several land-
mark programmes... 
The outcomes in sec-
tors like energy, health-
care, and connectivity 
will add momentum to 
our bilateral partner-
ship,” he wrote.

In a warm gesture, 
King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck 
personally accompa-
nied Prime Minister 
Modi to the airport for 

his departure. “I am 
grateful to His Majesty 
the King of  Bhutan for 
coming to the airport 
as I board for Delhi,” 
Modi said.

During the visit, 
Prime Minister Modi 
held comprehensive 
talks with the King of  
Bhutan, the Fourth 
Druk Gyalpo Jigme 

Singye Wangchuck, 
and Prime Minister 
Tshering Tobgay, focus-
ing on enhancing coop-
eration in energy, con-
n e c t i v i t y,  t r a d e , 

technology, and people-
to-people exchanges.

A major highlight 
of  the trip was the 
joint inauguration of  
the 1,020 MW Punat-

sangchhu-II Hydroe-
l e c t r i c  P r o j e c t ,  a 
landmark in India-
Bhutan energy col-
laboration. The two 
sides also announced 
new initiatives in re-
n e w a b l e  e n e r g y, 
h e a l t h c a r e ,  a n d 
c r o s s - b o r d e r 
infrastructure.

Prime Minister Modi 
participated in the 70th 
birth anniversary cele-
brations of  the Fourth 
Druk Gyalpo and joined 
the Bhutanese leader-
ship at the Kalachakra 
“Wheel of  Time” em-
powerment ceremony 
in Thimphu, attended 
by over 30,000 devotees 
as part of  the Global 
Peace Prayer Festival 
2025.

Reaffirming India’s 
support for Bhutan’s 
13th Five Year Plan 
and the King’s Gele-
phu Mindfulness City 
initiative, PM Modi 
emphasized that the 
visit reflects the en-
during friendship and 
shared cultural values 
that continue to define 
t h e  I n d i a - B h u t a n 
relationship.

Trump Hosts Syrian 
President at White 

House

TPN Correspondent | Gaza

Israel has reopened the Zikim 
Crossing in northern Gaza to al-
low the entry of  humanitarian 
aid trucks into the war-torn en-
clave, the Israeli defense body 
COGAT (Coordinator of  Govern-
ment Activities in the Territo-
ries) announced on Wednesday.

The reopening marks a signifi-
cant development amid mount-
ing appeals from U.N. aid agen-
c i e s  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
organizations that have repeat-
edly called for improved access 
to the northern regions of  Gaza. 
The area has faced severe short-
ages of  food, medicine, and es-
sential supplies since the recent 
conflict and the subsequent Isra-
el-Hamas ceasefire last month.

COGAT stated that the deci-
sion aims to facilitate the deliv-
ery of  critical humanitarian as-
sistance, including food, medical 
supplies, and relief  materials, to 
civilians struggling in the devas-
tated northern districts. Images 
shared from the area showed 
trucks carrying sacks of  flour 
and other aid items crossing into 
Gaza, signaling the resumption 

of  relief  efforts that had been 
halted for weeks.

The Zikim Crossing, located 
along the northern border of  the 
enclave, has remained largely 
closed throughout much of  the 
conflict, forcing aid deliveries to 
enter primarily through south-
ern routes such as Kerem Sha-
lom and Rafah. U.N. officials 
have warned that continued re-
strictions in the north were ex-
acerbating an already dire hu-
m a n i t a r i a n  c r i s i s ,  w i t h 
thousands of  displaced families 
living in makeshift shelters and 
struggling to access clean water 
and food.

Humanitarian agencies have 
welcomed the reopening as a 
positive step but emphasized 
that sustained and unrestricted 
access will be essential to meet 
the massive needs of  Gaza’s 
population.

The move comes as interna-
tional pressure continues to 
mount on both Israel and Hamas 
to maintain stability following 
the fragile ceasefire and to prior-
itize the welfare of  civilians 
caught in the crossfire.

Israel Reopens Zikim 
Crossing to Allow Aid 
Into Northern Gaza

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
has indicated a softer approach 
toward H-1B visa reforms, recog-
nizing the critical role of  spe-
cialized foreign talent in main-
taining America’s industrial and 
technological edge.

During an interview with Fox 
News host Laura Ingraham on 
Tuesday, Trump defended the 
value of  skilled immigrant 
workers, noting that complex 
roles in sectors such as manufac-
turing and defense cannot be 
quickly filled by long-term un-
employed Americans without 
extensive training. “I agree, but 
you also have to bring this tal-
ent,” he said when asked about 
H-1B visa reforms.

Trump stressed that while he 
supports raising wages for 
American workers, the US still 
needs to import expertise to sus-
tain key industries. He cited 
Georgia’s manufacturing sector 
as an example, where the remov-
al of  skilled South Korean work-
ers created challenges in produc-
ing high-tech products like 
batteries, which require exten-
sive experience and safety 
knowledge.

Earlier in September, Trump 
signed a proclamation overhaul-

ing the H-1B visa process, impos-
ing a sharp increase in fees from 
about USD 1,500 to USD 100,000 
for new applications and lottery 
entries after September 21, 2025. 
Current visa holders and peti-
tions filed before this date re-
main unaffected.

The President emphasized 
that certain specialized skills 
cannot be quickly learned by un-
trained workers. “You can’t take 
people off  the unemployment 
line and say, ‘I’m going to put you 
into a factory where we’re going 
to make missiles.’ It doesn’t 
work that way,” Trump noted.

He also referenced recent ICE 
raids at a Hyundai plant in Geor-
gia, highlighting the need for for-
eign expertise to train local 
workers in complex manufactur-
ing processes.

Trump’s remarks mark a sig-
nificant shift from his earlier 
hardline stance on foreign work-
er visas, signaling a more prag-
matic recognition of  the impor-
tance of  skilled immigrants in 
sustaining US competitiveness 
in high-tech and industrial 
sectors.

This pivot could influence on-
going debates over H-1B policies 
and the broader US approach to 
attracting global talent.
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Markets Slip on Foreign Fund Outflows, 
Weak Asian Cues

E q u i t y  m a r k e t s 
opened lower on Tues-
day, weighed down by 
foreign fund outflows 
and weak cues from 
Asian peers. The BSE 
Sensex slipped 55 points 
to 83,923.48, while the 
NSE Nifty 50 dipped 
40.95 points to 25,722.40 
in early trade.

Among the Sensex 
stocks, Power Grid, 
Eter nal,  HCL Tech, 
Maruti, Tata Motors, 
and Infosys were the 
major laggards, while 
Bharti Airtel, Titan, Re-
liance Industries, and 
Mahindra & Mahindra 
gained ground.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  e x -
change data, Foreign 
Institutional Investors 
(FIIs)  sold equities 
worth Rs 1,883.78 crore 
on Monday, continuing 
a trend of  persistent 
outflows. In contrast, 
Domestic Institutional 
Investors (DIIs) bought 
shares worth Rs 3,516.36 
crore, providing partial 
support to the market.

“FIIs’ renewed selling 
is constraining the ral-
ly in the market. In the 
last four days, FIIs have 
o f f l o a d e d  e q u i t i e s 
worth Rs 14,269 crore. 

Higher valuations in In-
dia and muted earnings 
growth are restraining 

foreign investors, who 
are now focusing on 
cheaper markets with 

better earnings poten-
tial,” said V K Vijayaku-
mar, Chief  Investment 

Strategist, Geojit In-
vestments Limited.

In Asian markets, 

most indices traded 
lower, with South Ko-
rea’s Kospi, Japan’s 
Nikkei 225, and Shang-
hai’s SSE Composite 
under pressure. Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng was 
an exception, trading in 
positive territory.

US markets ended 
mostly higher on Mon-
day, providing mixed 
global cues. The Brent 
c r u d e  b e n c h m a r k 
slipped 0.20% to USD 
64.76 a barrel, adding to 
t h e  c a u t i o u s 
sentiment.

In the previous ses-
sion, the Sensex had 
inched up 39.78 points 
to 83,978.49, while the 
N i f t y  g a i n e d  4 1 . 2 5 
points  to  set t le  at 
25,763.35. Analysts sug-
gest that market direc-
tion will continue to be 
influenced by FIIs’ sell-
ing patterns, domestic 
earnings growth, and 
global economic cues.

The early weakness 
highlights investor cau-
tion amid valuation 
concerns and global 
volatility, even as do-
mestic institutional 
support of fers some 
c u s h i o n  t o  t h e 
markets.

India’s 92% AI adoption rate the highest 
in Asia Pacific: BCG report

India has emerged as the 
front-runner in workplace ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) adop-

tion in the Asia Pacific re-
gion, with 92% of  employees 
using AI in their daily work, 

according to a report by Bos-
ton Consulting Group (BCG).

Across the Asia Pacific, 

78% of  workers regularly use 
AI, surpassing the global av-
erage of  72%. The report, 
published by BCG X, the 
firm’s technology build and 
design arm, highlights the re-
gion’s leadership in integrat-
ing AI across workplaces, 
from offices to frontline 
operations.

“India’s AI adoption rate, 
the highest in Asia Pacific, 
signals not just enthusiasm 
but readiness for the next 
phase of  transformation,” 
said Nipun Kalra, India Lead-
er, BCG X. He noted that 58% 
of  frontline Indian employ-
ees receive clear guidance on 
AI use, nearly double the re-
gional average, fostering re-
sponsible  and scalable 
innovation.

The study shows AI adop-
tion is no longer confined to 
managerial roles. Across 
Asia Pacific, 70% of  frontline 
employees now use AI weekly 
or more, compared to 51% 
globally, demonstrating how 
workers at all levels are driv-
ing digital transformation.

Despite optimism, con-
cerns remain. 52% of  employ-
ees worry AI may replace 

their roles, while only a third 
fully understand how AI tools 
work. Additionally, 58% ad-
mitted they would use AI 
without company approval, 
underscoring the need for 
b e t t e r  g ove r n a n c e  a n d 
oversight.

BCG emphasized that sus-
tained AI progress will re-
quire effective leadership, 
upskilling, and organization-
al design. “Organizations 
must move from experimen-
tation to reimagining operat-
ing models, building govern-
ance, skills, and structures 
that turn AI’s promise into 
measurable enterprise and 
economic value,” Kalra 
added.

The findings highlight In-
dia’s readiness for large-scale 
AI adoption and the critical 
need for structured frame-
works to ensure that the tech-
nology benefits both busi-
nesses and employees while 
mitigating risks.

This report positions India 
not only as a regional leader 
in AI adoption but also as a 
model for responsible and 
strategic AI integration 
across emerging economies.

Rupee Rises 11 Paise to 
88.66 Against Dollar

The Indian rupee rebound-
ed on Tuesday, settling 11 pai-
se higher at 88.66 against the 
U.S. dollar amid a mix of  do-
mestic and global factors.

Forex traders noted that 
while the rupee showed signs 
of  recovery, gains remained 
limited due to a firm dollar, 
continued foreign fund out-
flows, and subdued domestic 
equity markets. These factors 
tempered a sharper apprecia-
tion in the currency.

Early trade saw the rupee 
hovering around 88.70 before 
gradually strengthening as 
selling pressure eased. Ana-
lysts attributed the recovery 
to improved market senti-
ment and lower demand for 
dollars in the spot market.

“While the rupee’s rebound 
is encouraging, persistent for-
eign capital outflows and a 
strong greenback globally are 
preventing more significant 
gains,” said a senior forex 
dealer at a leading Mumbai-
based bank.

The U.S. dollar index, 
which measures the green-
back’s performance against a 
basket of  major currencies, 
remained supported by expec-
tations of  stable interest rates 
in the United States. This lim-
ited the rupee’s upward move-
ment despite some domestic 
buying interest.

In the domestic equity mar-
kets, the Sensex and Nifty 
opened lower amid cautious 
investor sentiment, further 
restricting foreign inflows 
and keeping pressure on the 
currency.

Analysts suggest that in the 
near term, the rupee is likely 
to trade in a narrow range, in-
fluenced by global dollar 
trends, foreign institutional 
investor (FII) activity, and do-
mestic macroeconomic indi-
cators such as trade balance 
and inflation data.

The rupee had faced pres-
sure in the previous sessions 
due to large outflows by for-
eign investors, with equities 
witnessing net selling. How-
ever, improved domestic de-
mand for the currency and 
easing market concerns pro-
vided support, allowing the 
rupee to recover part of  its 
losses.

With global markets expect-
ed to remain volatile, forex 
traders are closely watching 
U.S. economic data, crude oil 
prices, and domestic fund 
flows to gauge the currency’s 
trajectory in the coming 
weeks.

The rupee’s  rebound, 
though modest, reflects resil-
ience amid global uncertain-
ties and ongoing volatility in 
capital markets.

Microsoft Signs $9.7B Deal With IREN for Nvidia 
Chips

Microsoft has entered 
into a $9.7 billion con-
tract with data-center 
operator IREN, securing 
access to Nvidia’s ad-
vanced chips to address 
the growing demand for 
artificial intelligence 
(AI) computing power. 
The deal aims to help 
Microsoft overcome bot-
tlenecks that have lim-
ited its ability to fully 
capitalize on the AI 
boom.

According to IREN’s 
filing, a portion of  the 
funds from Microsoft’s 
prepayment will be used 
to finance part of  its $5.8 
billion deal with Dell, 
which supplies Nvidia’s 
GB300 chips and other 
equipment essential for 
M i c r o s o f t ’ s  A I 
infrastructure.

The announcement 
had an immediate im-
pact on the stock mar-
ket. IREN shares surged 
more than 20% in pre-
market trading on Mon-
day, reflecting investor 
optimism about the stra-
tegic partnership. Dell’s 

shares also rose 5%, giv-
en its role in providing 
the AI-server hardware 
that Microsoft  will 
deploy.

Analysts say the deal 
underscores Microsoft’s 
commitment to expand-
ing its AI capabilities at 
a time when demand for 
high-performance com-
puting is skyrocketing. 
By securing priority ac-
cess to Nvidia chips 
through IREN, Micro-
soft can accelerate the 
rollout of  its AI prod-
ucts and services while 
managing supply chain 
challenges.

“Access to cutting-
edge Nvidia chips is 
critical for Microsoft to 
maintain competitive-
ness in the AI sector,” 
said an industry ana-
lyst. “This deal not only 
strengthens its data-
center capacity but also 
helps hedge against 
global semiconductor 
supply constraints.”

The partnership also 
illustrates the growing 
trend of  tech giants col-

laborating with data-
center operators to se-
cure hardware essential 
for AI workloads, signal-
ing the strategic impor-
tance of  supply chain 

management in the AI 
race.

Microsoft and IREN 
did not provide exact 
timelines for deploy-
ment, but the scale of  

the contract indicates a 
significant expansion of  
Microsoft’s AI infra-
structure in the coming 
months. The move is ex-
pected to reinforce Mi-

crosoft’s position in the 
AI market while giving 
IREN and Dell a sub-
stantial boost in reve-
nue from chip-related 
contracts.

SBI Q2 Net Profit 
Jumps 10% to ₹20,160 

Crore

State Bank of  India (SBI) 
reported a 10% year-on-year 
rise in net profit for the sec-
ond quarter ended Septem-
ber 30, 2025, at ₹20,160 crore, 
driven by improved asset 
quality and gains from stra-
tegic investments.

A key contributor to the ro-
bust performance was the 
sale of  a 13.18% stake in Yes 
Bank, which generated a 
profit of  ₹4,593 crore. This ex-
ceptional gain significantly 
boosted the bank’s overall net 
earnings for the quarter.

The bank’s performance 
also reflects strengthened as-
set quality across its lending 
portfolio, which helped offset 
pressures from other opera-
tional costs. Analysts note 
that SBI’s proactive approach 
in managing non-performing 
assets and strategic stake 
sales is reinforcing its finan-
cial position.

“This quarter’s results 
highlight SBI’s ability to gen-
erate exceptional returns 
through smart investment 
decisions while maintaining 

healthy lending practices,” 
said an industry expert.

SBI, India’s largest public 
sector lender, continues to 
leverage its wide branch net-
work and digital banking 
footprint to drive growth, 
while balancing risk manage-
ment and capital allocation. 
The gains from the Yes Bank 
stake sale underscore the 
bank’s focus on unlocking 
v a l u e  f r o m  s t r a t e g i c 
investments.

With robust capital buffers 
and improved asset quality, 
SBI is well-positioned to 
maintain steady growth in 
the coming quarters, even as 
the broader banking sector 
faces challenges from fluctu-
ating interest rates and evolv-
ing credit demand.

The bank’s strong quarter-
ly performance also strength-
ens investor confidence, re-
f l e c t i n g  i t s  c o n t i n u e d 
dominance in India’s bank-
ing landscape and its capaci-
ty to capitalize on both opera-
t i o n a l  a n d  s t r a t e g i c 
opportunities.
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Sleeping Capsules at Kunming Airport Offer 
Rest for Travelers

Travelers at China’s 
Kunming Airport can 
now enjoy a unique 
way to rest and re-
charge during layovers 
or early flights: sleep-
ing capsules. These 
compact private pods 
are designed to pro-
vide comfort, privacy, 
and convenience in 
t h e  b u s y  a i r p o r t 
environment.

A video that recently 
went viral on Reddit 
shows a traveler un-
locking one of  the cap-
sules using a remote. 
Inside, the pod reveals 
a cozy space with a soft 
bed, dimmable light-
ing, ventilation con-
trols, and even water 
bottles, making it a 
self-contained area for 
rest. The capsules are 
ideal for solo travelers 
or passengers waiting 
for connecting flights.

Located on the 4th 
floor of  the departure 
hall, the capsules are 
equipped with a small 
fan and a control panel 
to adjust lighting and 
airflow. The design pri-
oritizes comfort while 
maximizing space effi-

ciency, allowing pas-
sengers to relax with-
out the disturbance of  
crowded lounges or un-

comfortable seating.
The introduction of  

sleeping capsules is 
par t  of  a  g rowing 

t r e n d  i n  a i r p o r t s 
worldwide to offer in-
novative amenities 
that cater to travelers’ 

needs. Unlike tradi-
tional lounges, these 
pods provide a private 
and quiet environ-

ment, enabling passen-
gers to nap, work, or 
s i m p ly  u n w i n d  i n 
peace.

T r a v e l e r s  h a v e 
praised the capsules 
for their practicality 
and comfort, noting 
that they provide a 
much-needed break 
during long layovers 
or  after  over night 
flights. With airport 
travel often involving 
fatigue and stress, 
such innovations are 
proving popular for 
improving the overall 
passenger experience.

The Kunming Air-
port sleeping capsules 
highlight a shift to-
ward more personal-
ized travel amenities, 
blending modern tech-
nology with conveni-
ence. As airports com-
pete to of fer better 
services, these com-
pact pods may soon be-
come a standard fea-
t u r e  i n  m a j o r 
international termi-
nals, offering weary 
travelers a safe and 
comfor table  haven 
amid the bustle of  
travel.

World’s Largest Spider Web Found in Romanian 
Cave

Scientists have discovered 
what may be the world’s larg-
est spider web in a sulfur-
rich cave near the Greece-
Albania border, a find that 
has both amazed and un-
nerved arachnophobes 
worldwide. The discovery, 
documented in the journal 
Subterranean Biology, fea-
tures a colossal web housing 
approximately 111,000 spi-
ders from two rival species 
coexisting peacefully.

According to researchers, 
the web stretches along the 
walls of  a narrow, low-roofed 
tunnel deep inside the cave, 
in a permanently dark zone 
near the cavern’s mouth. The 
spiders have built thousands 
of  interconnected funnel 
webs, forming a sprawling 
colony that scientists de-
scribe as a “silky tent city.”

A video accompanying the 
study shows a researcher 
gently touching the web, re-
vealing its dense structure as 
the strands ripple under the 

glow of  his headlamp. The 
sheer scale of  the web, com-
bined with the high number 
of  arachnids living in close 

proximity, has drawn wide-
spread attention online.

Experts note that the coex-
istence of  the two rival spe-

cies is particularly unusual, 
as such species typically 
compete aggressively for ter-
ritory. The stable environ-

ment of  the cave, with its 
constant temperature, high 
humidity, and rich sulfur 
content, appears to support 
this rare phenomenon.

“This web is extraordi-
nary not just in size, but in 
the harmony displayed by 
the spiders,” said one re-
searcher. “It gives us new in-
sights into arachnid behav-
ior and the ways ecosystems 
can support unexpected 
biodiversity.”

The Romanian cave web 
adds to growing evidence 
that subterranean environ-
ments can host complex and 
previously undocumented 
communities. Scientists 
hope further study will shed 
light on how these spiders 
cooperate and maintain such 
an enormous structure with-
out significant conflict.   

The discovery has quickly 
gone viral, with videos of  
the web sparking fascination 
and horror in equal measure 
among social media users.

Nagpur’s Diamond Crossing: India’s Unique 
Railway Marvel

Nagpur Railway Station 
in Maharashtra is home to 
India’s only Diamond Cross-
ing, a rare railway junction 
where trains from four dif-
ferent directions intersect 
safely and seamlessly. This 
engineering marvel high-
lights the precision and ef-
ficiency of  Indian Railways, 
ensuring smooth operations 
at one of  the country’s busi-
est rail hubs.

The crossing earns its 
name from the diamond 
shape formed by intersect-
ing tracks when viewed 
from above. Despite han-
dling heavy daily rail traf-
fic, the meticulous manage-
ment by signal operators 
and railway staff  ensures 
there are no accidents, 
showcasing the high level of  
coordination involved in 
managing train movements 
at this complex junction.

The Diamond Crossing 
connects four major rail 
routes, allowing trains to 
travel from all sides without 
disruption. Its strategic lo-
cation at Nagpur, a key city 
in central India, makes it 
crucial for passenger and 
freight movement across the 
country. This junction not 
only enhances operational 
efficiency but also demon-
strates the engineering 
prowess and traffic manage-
ment  ski l ls  o f  Indian 
Railways.

Safety at the crossing is 

maintained through contin-
uous monitoring of  train 
movements, with signal op-
erators coordinating each 
train’s entry and exit. This 
system minimizes delays 
and eliminates potential col-
lisions, making it a model of  
rai lway precision and 

control.
For visitors and train en-

thusiasts,  the Diamond 
Crossing is more than just a 
functional railway point—it 
is a spectacle of  engineering 
brilliance. From the air, the 
intersecting tracks resem-
ble a perfect diamond, re-

flecting the careful planning 
and foresight that went into 
its design.

Nagpur’s Diamond Cross-
ing stands as a symbol of  
India’s railway heritage and 
operational excellence, il-
lustrating how innovation 
and meticulous manage-

ment can handle complex 
traffic with remarkable ef-
ficiency. It continues to im-
press both travelers and pro-
f e s s i o n a l s ,  o f f e r i n g  a 
glimpse into the intricate 
workings of  one of  the 
w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  r a i l 
networks.

Woman Asked to 
Leave Nykaa Store 

in Faridabad

Faridabad, November 7 – A 
woman visiting a Nykaa store 
in Sector 15 had a distressing 
experience while shopping for 
her sister’s wedding. She 
claimed that she and her 
friend were asked to leave the 
store in a humiliating manner, 
drawing attention from other 
customers.

The woman shared her or-
deal on Reddit under the title, 
“Asked to leave Nykaa and 
told to never return!” Accord-
ing to her, the incident oc-
curred on November 6 in the 
presence of  the store manag-
er, who reportedly did not 
intervene.

She recounted that the con-
frontation began when she 
was checking colour correc-
tors. A saleswoman allegedly 
told her she could not use the 
product directly and that she 
should ask for assistance if  
she wanted anything. The 
woman said she complied, not-
ing the staff ’s “commanding 
tone.”

Later, while browsing skin-
care products, the saleswom-
an reportedly told them that 
the store was closing, even 

though it was only 7 PM and 
other customers were still 
shopping. When questioned, 
the staff  member allegedly 
said, “Tum jaisi ladkiyo ko 
mai ache se janti hun, kuch 
kharidana nahi  hai  bas 
ghumne aajati ho” (“I know 
girls like you very well, you 
don’t come to buy anything, 
just to roam around”).

The situation escalated 
when the saleswoman shout-
ed, “Kaam karti hun mai ya-
han. Naukar hun tumhari?” 
(“I work here. Am I your serv-
ant?”), and allegedly contin-
ued insulting the women with 
phrases like “batameez ladki-
ya” (“ill-mannered girls”) and 
“maa baap ne kuch sikhaya 
nhi” (“your parents haven’t 
taught you anything”).

The confrontation report-
edly ended with the staff  tell-
ing the women, “Bahar niklo 
yahan se kabhi aa mat jana 
yahan” (“Get out and never 
come back here”), and contin-
ued outside the store in full 
view of  the market.

Nykaa has not yet issued an 
official statement regarding 
the incident.

Chinese Tech Firm 
Gifts Gold Keycaps to 

Employees

In a glittering celebration of  
hard work, Chinese tech com-
pany Insta360 has continued 
its unique tradition of  reward-
ing employees with solid gold 
keycaps. The Shenzhen-based 
firm, known for its 360-degree 
cameras, marked Program-
mer’s Day by handing out 21 
gold keycaps to top-perform-
ing staff  this year.

The most valuable piece, a 
spacebar weighing 35 .02 
grams, is worth approximate-
ly 320,000 yuan (around Rs 39 
lakh). Since starting this ini-
tiative four years ago, Insta360 
has given out a total of  55 gold 
keycaps, with their value dou-
bling due to rising gold 
prices.

Employees described the 
gold gifts as both practical and 
symbolic. “There are things 
that cannot be measured by 
money,” one staff  member 
said, while another shared 
that they keep gold from every 
special occasion instead of  
selling it. Some employees 
even aim to collect enough 
keycaps to “fill the whole 

keyboard.
The tradition extends be-

yond keycaps. Staff  who re-
cently got married or had a 
baby receive a one-gram gold 
coin, and the year-end party 
often features a grand prize of  
a 50-gram gold bar. Earlier this 
year, for the company’s 10th 
anniversary, every employee 
and intern received a “gold 
blind box” containing a small 
gold sticker with the message: 
“All that glitters is not only 
gold, but also you.”

Insta360 founder Liu Jin-
gkang explained that the gold 
rewards are not given for their 
monetary value but for what 
they represent: stability, rec-
ognition, and appreciation of  
employees’ efforts. “Each key-
stroke turns stone into gold,” 
he said, emphasizing that the 
company’s success is built on 
its team’s dedication.

The company’s innovative 
reward system has earned it 
the nickname “gold factory” 
in China’s tech scene, blend-
ing employee motivation with 
a literal touch of  luxury.
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BCCI Announces ₹51 Crore Reward for 
World Cup-Winning Indian Women’s Team

In a historic moment for 
Indian cricket, the national 
women’s team lifted their 
m a i d e n  I C C  Wo m e n’s 
World Cup trophy after de-
feating South Africa in a 
thrilling final. The victory 
ended decades of  near 
misses,  including the 
heartbreaks of  the 2005 and 
2017 finals, marking a new 
era for women’s cricket in 
India.

To honor this monumen-
tal achievement, the Board 
of  Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) announced a 
massive cash reward of  ₹51 
crore for the entire squad, 
including players, coaches, 
and support staff. BCCI sec-
retary Devajit Saikia made 
the  announcement  in 
M u m b a i ,  l a u d i n g  t h e 
team’s remarkable journey 
and historic win.

“In 1983, Kapil Dev in-
spired a new generation by 
winning India’s first World 
Cup. Today, Harmanpreet 
Kaur and her team have 
done the same for women’s 
cricket,” Saikia said. “They 
have not only brought the 
trophy home but also won 
the hearts of  millions, in-

spiring the next generation 
of  cricketers.”

Saikia also praised the 
transformational efforts of  
former BCCI secretary Jay 
Shah, whose tenure from 
2019 to 2024 saw major re-
forms in women’s cricket. 

“Pay parity was introduced 
under his leadership, and 
ICC prize money for wom-
en’s tournaments was in-
creased by 300 percent — 
from $2.88 million to $14 
million,” he noted.

The Indian women’s 

team’s World Cup triumph 
has been hailed as a defin-
ing moment for gender 
equality in sports, drawing 
parallels to the 1983 men’s 
World Cup win that revolu-
tionized Indian cricket.

With the ₹51 crore re-

ward and growing institu-
tional support, the achieve-
ment is expected to further 
boost the popularity and 
participation of  women in 
cricket, firmly establishing 
India as a powerhouse in 
the global women’s game.

Anirban Lahiri Shines with Consistent Play as McKibbin 
Wins Hong Kong Open

India’s Anirban Lahiri 
continued his fine form 
with yet another solid 

performance at the Link 
Hong Kong Open 2025, 
finishing as the top Indi-

an golfer in the field. The 
LIV Golf  star carded a 
two-under 68 in the final 

round on Sunday, mark-
ing his fourth consecu-
tive under-par round at 
the  prest igious  Asian 
Tour event.

Lahiri concluded the 
tournament with a total 
of  14-under, finishing 13 
strokes behind Northern 
Ireland’s Tom McKibbin, 
who clinched the title in 
his maiden Asian Tour 
appearance.  McKibbin 
delivered a commanding 
performance throughout 
the week, sealing victory 
with remarkable compo-
sure to secure his first-
ever Asian Tour triumph 
at the Hong Kong Golf  
Club.

Among the other Indian 
g o l f e r s ,  v e t e r a n  S S P 
C h a w r a s i a  a l s o  i m -
pressed with a  steady 
two-under 68 on the final 
day, finishing at 10-under 
overall. Ajeetesh Sandhu 
matched their round of  
68, ending just one shot 
b e h i n d  C h aw r a s i a  a t 
9-under, ensuring a re-
spectable showing for the 
Indian contingent in the 
U S D  2  m i l l i o n 

tournament.
Lahiri ,  re presenting 

Crushers GC in the LIV 
Golf  circuit, once again 
demonstrated his consist-
e n cy  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e, 
maintaining composure 
across all four rounds. 
His performance under-
lined his status as one of  
India’s most dependable 
golfers on the inter na-
tional stage.

While a victory eluded 
him this week, Lahiri’s 
s t r i n g  o f  u n d e r - p a r 
rounds will  serve as a 
confidence booster ahead 
of  his upcoming events. 
With his short game and 
putting in strong touch, 
the Indian ace continues 
to build momentum as he 
seeks to add another title 
t o  h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
career.

F o r  M c K i b b i n ,  t h e 
Hong Kong Open marked 
a breakthrough perfor-
m a n c e,  c ap p i n g  o f f  a 
memorable debut on the 
Asian Tour and setting 
the stage for what prom-
ises to be a bright future 
in world golf.

Celtic Defeat 10-Man Rangers to Enter Scottish 
League Cup Final

Celtic booked their place 
in the Scottish League Cup 
final with a hard-fought 3-1 
win over arch-rivals Rang-
ers at Hampden Park on 
Sunday, extending interim 
manager Martin O’Neill’s 
perfect start since return-
ing to the helm. The result 
sees Celtic advance to face 
St. Mirren in next month’s 
final.

In just his second match 
back in charge following 
Brendan Rodgers’ resigna-
tion earlier in the week, 
O’Neill guided the Hoops to 
victory in an emotionally 
charged Old Firm clash. 
Celtic took the lead midway 
through the first half  when 
Jonny Kenny headed home 
from Arne Engels’ corner. 
Rangers’ troubles deepened 
shortly before halftime 
when Thelo Aasgaard was 
sent off  for a dangerous 
challenge on Anthony 
Ralston, reducing them to 10 
men.

Despite being a man 
down, Rangers showed spir-
it and were rewarded late in 
normal time when James 
Tavernier converted a pen-
alty after Ralston was penal-
ized for handball, forcing 
extra time.

Celtic regained control in 

the added period as Callum 
McGregor’s long-range 
strike restored their lead, 
catching Rangers goalkeep-
er Jack Butland off  guard. 
The victory was sealed 
when teenager Callum Os-
mand — making only his 

second appearance for the 
senior side — slotted home 
Kieran Tierney’s cross for 
his first goal in green and 
white.

The win comes as both 
Glasgow giants adjust to 
new management following 

disappointing starts to the 
season. Rangers’ new boss 
Danny Rohl, just two weeks 
into his tenure, faces a mas-
sive task with his side trail-
ing leaders Hearts by 14 
points in the Scottish Pre-
miership and struggling in 

Europe.
For O’Neill and Celtic, the 

result offers a timely morale 
boost and a chance to secure 
silverware early in his sec-
ond spell, reigniting belief  
among fans after a turbu-
lent period under Rodgers.

Unnati Hooda’s Exit Ends 
India’s Run at Hylo Open

India’s campaign at the Hylo 
Open 2025 came to an end after 
young badminton sensation 
Unnati Hooda bowed out in the 
women’s singles semifinals. 
The 18-year-old rising star 
from Rohtak went down in 
straight games to Indonesia’s 
top seed Putri Kusuma Warda-
ni on Saturday night, losing 
7 -21,  13 -21  in a  35-minute 
encounter.

Despite the defeat, Unnati’s 
performance throughout the 
tournament drew praise from 
badminton fans and experts 
alike. Displaying confidence, 
composure, and remarkable 
agility, she showcased her po-
tential against top interna-
t i o n a l  p l aye r s .  H oweve r, 
a g a i n s t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e d 
Wardani, Unnati struggled to 
match her opponent’s pace 
and precision, leading to an 
early deficit that proved diffi-
cult to recover from.

The semifinal loss marked 
the end of  India’s challenge at 
the USD 475,000 Super 300 
event, held in Saarbrücken, 
Germany. While Unnati’s cam-

paign ended one step short of  
the final, her consistent show-
ing reinforced her status as 
one of  India’s most promising 
young shuttlers on the global 
stage.

Unnati’s impressive for m 
follows her recent success as 
part of  the Indian team that 
clinched its first-ever medal — 
a bronze — at the BWF World 
Junior Mixed Team Champi-
onships held in Guwahati last 
month. Her growing experi-
ence in both junior and senior 
international circuits has po-
sitioned her as a vital prospect 
for India’s badminton future.

With continued exposure 
and training,  the teenage 
prodigy is expected to make 
deeper runs in upcoming BWF 
tour naments. Although the 
Hylo Open ended in disap-
pointment, Unnati Hooda’s 
spirited performances have 
provided Indian badminton 
fans plenty of  optimism for 
the years ahead, as she contin-
ues to mature and challenge 
the world’s best on the inter-
national stage.

Bengaluru, Punjab Set Up 
Winner-Takes-All Clash in 

Super Cup

Bengaluru FC and Punjab FC 
are set for a thrilling winner-
takes-all clash in the AIFF Super 
Cup after registering emphatic 
victories in their respective 
Group C matches on Sunday in 
Margao.

At the PJN Stadium, Bengalu-
ru FC produced a dominant per-
formance to thrash Gokulam 
Kerala FC 4-0, with Australian 
midfielder Ryan Williams steal-
ing the spotlight. Williams 
scored twice and assisted anoth-
er in a commanding display that 
showcased his creativity and fin-
ishing prowess.

Bengaluru opened the scoring 
early through Vinith Venkatesh 
before Williams doubled the lead 
with a clinical strike. The Aus-
tralian playmaker then turned 
provider, setting up Sunil 
Chhetri for Bengaluru’s third 
goal as the Blues tightened their 
grip on the contest. Williams 
capped off  a stellar evening by 
scoring his second and Bengalu-
ru’s fourth, sealing a compre-
hensive win that reflected the 
team’s attacking intent and 

sharpness.
Meanwhile, in the other Group 

C fixture, Punjab FC cruised 
past Mohammedan Sporting 
with a confident 2-0 victory. The 
result means both Bengaluru 
and Punjab now sit level on 
points, setting up an exciting de-
cider to determine who advanc-
es to the knockout stage.

For Bengaluru, the result 
marked a much-needed boost af-
ter an inconsistent run in do-
mestic competitions. Under 
head coach Gerard Zaragoza, the 
Blues appeared organized and 
fluid in attack, with Williams or-
chestrating play in midfield and 
veterans like Chhetri providing 
leadership up front.

The final group-stage match 
between Bengaluru FC and Pun-
jab FC promises to be an intense 
battle, with a semifinal berth on 
the line. Both sides have shown 
strong form, but only one will 
progress, making the upcoming 
encounter a true test of  resil-
ience, tactical discipline, and at-
tacking flair in this year’s Super 
Cup.
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Akhanda 2: First Single 
to Be Unveiled in 

Mumbai 

The much-awaited se-
quel to the blockbuster 
Akhanda, titled Akhanda 
2: Thaandavam, is gearing 
up for a massive pan-Indi-
an release. Starring Nan-
damuri Balakrishna in the 
lead role, the film has been 
generating immense buzz 
among fans and cinephiles 
ever since its announce-
ment. Now, the makers 
have officially locked the 
date and venue for the re-
lease of  the film’s first sin-
gle, setting the stage for an 
electrifying start to its mu-
sical promotions.

The first single from 
Akhanda 2 will be un-
veiled tomor row at a 
grand event in Mumbai. 
Interestingly, the team has 
chosen PVR Juhu as the 

venue for the launch, 
marking a strategic shift 
from the Telugu states to 
the Hindi-speaking belt. 
The event is scheduled to 
take place after 5 PM and 
will be attended by key 
members of  the cast and 
crew.

D i r e c t o r  B o y a p a t i 
Sreenu, known for his 
mass-action spectacles, is 
reportedly giving special 
emphasis to Hindi promo-
tions this time around. His 
decision to kick off  the 
musical journey in Mum-
bai highlights the team’s 
intention to expand the 
film’s reach across north-
ern regions and strength-
en its pan-Indian appeal.

The film features Samy-
uktha as the female lead, 

while Aadi Pinisetty will 
be seen in a powerful an-
tagonist role. Produced by 
Raam Achanta and Gopi 
Achanta,  Akhanda 2: 
Thaandavam promises to 
be a grand visual and mu-
sical experience, with S. 
Thaman composing the 
soundtrack.

Fans can expect the 
first single to deliver the 
signature high-energy 
vibe associated with the 
Akhanda franchise. More 
updates regarding the 
film’s additional cast, re-
lease date, and promotion-
al plans are expected to 
follow soon. Stay tuned 
for further announce-
ments as Akhanda 2 gears 
up to dominate the big 
screen once again.

‘Marriage Should Have An Expiry Date’ – Kajol’s 
Shocking Statement

Raashi Khanna Turns 
Heads with Classy Yet 
Bold Look During Film 

Promotions

Anirudh And Kavya 
Maran Spotted Together 

In NY?

The internet is once again 
buzzing with speculation 
about music director Anirudh 
Ravichander and Sun TV heir-
ess Kavya Maran after a new 
video surfaced online. The 
clip, which has now gone viral, 
shows the two walking togeth-
er on the streets of  New York, 
reigniting long-standing ru-
mours about their alleged 
relationship.

Earlier this year, reports 
suggested that Anirudh and 
Kavya were dating, but the 
Jailer composer promptly dis-
missed the claims through a 
social media post, clarifying 
that there was no truth to the 
rumours. However, the recent 
sighting has once again set so-
cial media abuzz, with fans 
and gossip pages sharing 
screenshots and clips from a 
vlog originally uploaded by a 
UK-based travel vlogger.

In the viral video, Anirudh 
and Kavya appear to be stroll-
ing casually, accompanied by 
another unidentified woman. 
The short clip was enough to 

reignite fan theories, with 
many questioning whether 
there is more to their friend-
ship than meets the eye.

Anirudh has had a long-
standing professional associa-
tion with Sun TV Network, 
having composed music for 
several of  its major film pro-
ductions. Interestingly, it was 
also rumoured that he com-
posed the anthem for Kavya 
Maran-owned IPL team, Sun-
risers Hyderabad, though he 
reportedly chose not to take 
p u b l i c  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e 
composition.

While neither Anirudh nor 
Kavya has commented on the 
latest viral video, the renewed 
attention has once again 
made them a trending topic 
online. Fans are now waiting 
to see whether the duo will ad-
dress the speculation or con-
tinue to maintain their si-
lence. Until then, the mystery 
surrounding their relation-
ship remains one of  the most 
talked-about subjects in en-
tertainment circles.

Globe Trotter: Meet Desi 
Girl Priyanka Chopra as 

MANDAKINI

After creating waves with 
Prithviraj Sukumaran’s in-
tense first-look poster as 
Kumbha, the makers of  Globe 
Trotter have now unveiled an-
other major surprise — Pri-
yanka Chopra Jonas as Man-
dakini. The reveal has taken 
social media by storm, mark-
ing the global icon’s grand re-
turn to Indian cinema after a 
six-year hiatus.

The newly released poster 
showcases Priyanka in a fierce 
action avatar, donning a strik-
ing yellow saree while leaping 
mid-air and firing a gun 
against a backdrop of  fiery ex-
plosions. The visual perfectly 
encapsulates SS Rajamouli’s 
signature grandeur and prom-
ises a powerhouse role for the 
actress.

Director SS Rajamouli intro-
duced her character on X (for-
merly Twitter) with a heartfelt 
note, writing, “The woman 
who redefined Indian cinema 
on the global stage. Welcome 
back, Desi Girl! Can’t wait for 
the world to witness your myr-

iad shades of  Mandakini.” His 
message not only celebrates 
Priyanka’s legacy but also 
builds excitement for her dy-
namic portrayal in the film.

Globe Trotter is already one 
of  the most awaited pan-Indi-
an projects, featuring Mahesh 
Babu and Prithviraj Suku-
maran in pivotal roles. With 
Priyanka Chopra now joining 
the stellar cast, expectations 
have soared even higher. The 
film is said to be an adventur-
ous action epic spanning mul-
tiple continents, blending glob-
al storytelling with Indian 
ethos — a true Rajamouli-style 
spectacle.

Fans and film enthusiasts 
have flooded social media with 
praise for Priyanka’s stunning 
look, hailing her return as 
both powerful and glamorous. 
As anticipation continues to 
build, Globe Trotter is shaping 
up to be one of  the biggest cin-
ematic events in recent years, 
uniting some of  India’s most 
celebrated talents on a global 
stage.
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Actress Kajol has 
once again made head-
lines with her outspo-
ken and thought-pro-
vo k i n g  c o m m e n t s. 
During the latest epi-
sode of  her talk show 
Two Much With Kajol 
and Twinkle, co-hosted 
by Twinkle Khanna, 
Kajol shared a bold 
opinion about the con-
cept of  marriage that 
quickly went viral on 
social media.

The episode featured 
actors Vicky Kaushal 
and Kriti Sanon as spe-
cial guests. During an 
engaging discussion on 
modern relationships 
and marriage, Twinkle 
posed a hypothetical 
question to the panel: 
“Should marriage have 
an expiry date and a re-
newal option?” While 
Vicky, Kriti, and Twin-
kle unanimously disa-
greed, Kajol surprised 
everyone with her un-
c o n v e n t i o n a l 
viewpoint.

Kajol remarked, “I 
definitely think so. 
What says you will get 
married to the right 
person at the right 
time? So, you should 
have a renewal option. 
And if  there’s an expi-
ry date, then we don’t 
have to suffer for too 

long.” Her statement 
sparked laughter on 
the set but also ignited 
a serious debate on-
line, with netizens di-
v i d e d  o v e r  h e r 
perspective.

Twinkle Khanna hu-

morously countered 
Kajol’s view, saying, 
“No, it’s marriage, it’s 
not a washing ma-
chine,”  drawing a 
round of  applause 
from the guests.

Kajol, known for her 

candid and fearless na-
ture, has often voiced 
unique opinions that 
chal leng e  societal 
nor ms. Her recent 
comment, however, has 
stirred controversy, 
with some appreciat-

ing her realistic take 
on modern relation-
ships while others la-
b e l i n g  i t  a s  t o o 
radical.

The clip from the 
show has since gone vi-
ral, drawing millions 

of  views and sparking 
discussions across so-
cial media platforms. 
Two Much With Kajol 
and Twinkle continues 
to grab attention for its 
honest conversations 
and celebrity candor.

Actress Raashi Khanna is 
once again making headlines, 
this time for her effortlessly 
stylish and bold appearance 
that perfectly blends grace 
with confidence. Known for 
her versatility and charm, 
Raashi recently stepped out in 
a striking floral corset outfit 
with soft, flowing drapes — a 
look that instantly caught eve-
ryone’s attention.

The actress completed her 
ensemble with a chunky sil-
ver neckpiece and bracelet, 
adding an edgy touch to her 
otherwise delicate outfit. Her 
wavy hair and serene expres-
sion brought the entire look 
together, exuding understated 
elegance. Fans couldn’t stop 
praising her for pulling off  a 
look that was neither loud nor 
simple, but just the right bal-
ance of  classy and bold — the 
kind that makes you look 
twice without even realizing 
it.

On the work front, Raashi’s 
Tollywood comeback attempt 

with Telusu Kada didn’t go as 
planned, and the film’s failure 
reportedly left her momentar-
ily disheartened. However, 
she seems undeterred, keep-
ing her focus on upcoming 
projects. One of  her biggest 
releases ahead is Ustaad Bha-
gat Singh, alongside Power 
Star Pawan Kalyan, which is 
currently in the pipeline.

Meanwhile, Raashi’s Bolly-
wood journey appears to be on 
a much brighter track. She is 
gearing up for the release of  
120 Bahadur, a war drama pro-
duced by Farhan Akhtar, slat-
ed to hit theatres on Novem-
ber 21. In the film, she plays 
the wife of  Major Shaitan Sin-
gh Bhati — a role she de-
scribed as both “tough and 
deeply emotional.”

Balancing beauty with sub-
stance, Raashi Khanna con-
tinues to prove that she’s 
more than just a pretty face 
— she’s an actress who’s here 
to stay, one project and one 
perfect look at a time.


