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Educational 

Reforms Must 
Aim for a $30 

Trillion 
Economy: Nara 
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V isakhapatnam:  
Visakhapatnam is 
preparing to host 
the 30th Confedera‑

tion of  Indian Industry 
(CII) Partnership Sum‑
mit 2025 on November 14 
and 15, a prestigious glob 
al business event jointly 
organised by the Govern‑
ment of  Andhra Pradesh 
and the CII. The summit 
aims to project Andhra 
Pradesh as a preferred 
global destination for in‑
vestment and innova‑
tion, with Chief  Ministe 
r N. Chandrababu Naidu 
overseeing every detail 
to ensure a world‑class 
event.The summit, the 
med Partners in Progre 
ss. India’s Roadmap to 
Viksit Bharat 2047, will 
be held at the Andhra 
University Engineering 
College grounds. 

More than 100 interna‑
tional delegates are ex‑
pected to participate, 
representing countries 
across Europe, Asia, and 
the Middle East. Several 
Memoranda of  Under‑
standing (MoUs) are ex‑
pected to be signed dur‑
ing the two-day summit, 
potentially unlocking in‑
vestment opportunities 
worth ₹10 lakh crore acr 
oss various sectors. Chi 
ef  Minister Naidu has an 
chored the event around 
his vision of  transform‑
ing Andhra Pradesh into 
a global trade hub, focus‑
ing on sectors such as 
green energy, informa‑
tion technology, electron‑
ics, automobiles, space, 
defence, and tourism. 

“Invest in Andhra Pr 

adesh” is the key messa 
ge the government aims 
to convey through this 
event.The Chief  Minis‑
ter will be in Visakhapa‑
tnam for four days, hold‑
ing meetings with lead 
ing industrialists and 
foreign delegations. On 
Wednesday, he will meet 
Bharat Forge Vice Chair‑
man Amit Kalyani and 
review final preparatio 
ns with CII officials. On 
Thursday, he will partici‑
pate in a high‑level In‑
dia–Europe Cooperation 
for Sustainable Growth 
roundtable at Novotel, fo‑
cusing on green innova‑
tion and European in‑
vestment opportunities. 
He will also hold talks wi 
th business representa‑
tives from Taiwan, Italy, 
Sweden, the Nether‑
lands, and major Indian 
companies such as Re‑
New Power, Hero Future 
Engineers, and Muru‑
gappa Group.

The summit formally 
opens on Friday, Novem‑

ber 14, with Vice Preside 
nt C.P. Radhakrishnan in 
augurating the proceed‑
ings. Union Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal 
will open the Andhra Pra 
desh Pavilion, while lea 
ding industrialists Yusu 
ff  Ali, Baba Kalyani, and 
Karan Adani are expect‑
ed to attend. Sessions on 
Technology, Trust, and 
Trade and AI for Viksit 
Bharat will explore how 
digital transformation 
can accelerate economic 
growth. A major highlig 
ht will be the signing of  
an agreement to launch a 
direct flight service be‑
tween Singapore and 
Vijayawada.

Later that day, Chief  
Minister Naidu will par‑
ticipate in the Reimagin‑
ing Public Finance Sum‑
mit and lay the founda 
tion stone for a new Lulu 
Mall in Visakhapatnam. 
The evening will conclu 
de with a gala dinner for 
delegates and officials.
On Saturday, the second 

day, Naidu will interact 
with Bloomberg Media 
and lay foundation ston 
es for projects by Raymo 
nd, Sri City, and Indosole. 
He will meet delegations 
from Bahrain, New Zea‑
land, Canada, and Japan 
before inaugurating the 
World Economic Forum’s 
Centre for Frontie r Tech‑
nologies and lau nching a 
Google project in the city. 

The summit will con‑
clude with MoU exchang‑
es and a media briefing 
summarising key out‑
comes.To promote the 
event globally, Naidu and 
his team conducted inter‑
national roadshows in 
Singapore, the UAE, and 
the UK, inviting inve stor 
s to explore Andhra Pra 
desh’s opportunities. The 
government expects this 
summit to significantly 
boost industrial growth, 
generate employment for 
the youth, and elevate the 
state’s image as India’s 
rising economic powe 
rhouse.

Assigned Lands 
to be Leased for 
Renewable 
Energy Projects
C Pradeep Kumar | 
Nov 12

V IJAYAWADA: In 
a landmark decisi 
on, the Andhra Pra 
desh government h 

as allowed assigned land 
s to be leased out exclusi 
vely to renewable energy 
companies. The move, ai 
med at ensuring sustain‑
able development while 
uplifting the poor, was ap 
proved by the State Cabi‑
net as part of  ongoing re 
venue reforms.

According to official 
data, the state has a total 
of  36,36,748 acres of  as‑
signed land. Out of  these, 
13,62,345 acres are eligi‑
ble for freehold conver‑
sion, and 9,93,248 acres h 
ave already been conve 
rted. This leaves around 
26,43,500 acres of  land av 
ailable for lease. Under t 
he new policy, these lan 
ds can only be leased to 
companies involved in 
solar, wind, compressed 
biogas (CBG) or pumped 
storage energy projects.

The leasing process 
will be facilitated either 
through NEDCAP or the 
Rural Board that the 
state government is plan‑
ning to establish soon. 
The government has al‑
ready identified specific 
zones across Andhra 

Pradesh where renewa‑
ble energy plants can be 
set up. Within these 
zones, if  suitable govern‑
ment land is available, it 
will be allotted by the 
state; if  private land is 
required, companies can 
lease it directly. Follow‑
ing the Cabinet-approved 
amendment to the Assig 
nment Act, even assigne 
d lands can now be leased 
for renewable energy pu 
rposes.

As per the existing po 
wer department policy 
(subject to reconfirmatio 
n), renewable energy 
companies can be estab‑
lished in two cases: Indu 
stries setting up renewab 
le energy units for their 
own power requiremen 
ts. Companies establish‑
ing units in government-
identified renewable en‑
ergy zones.

Benefits for Poor Far 
mers Farmers who have 
already leased their pri‑
va te lands to renewable 
energy companies are re‑
ceiving notable benefits 
such as:

Annual lease rent of  
₹30,000 to ₹40,000 per acre

A 5% increase in rent 
every two years

Employment opportu‑
nities for unemployed fa 
mily members (subject 
to power department co 
nfirmation)

These same benefits 
will now extend to farm‑
ers owning assigned lan 
ds. For small and mar‑
ginal farmers — most of  
whom own less than five 
acres — this provides a 

stable  and assured 
source of  income. Typi‑
cally, these farmers de‑
pend entirely on agricul‑
ture, earning income 
only if  the crop succeeds. 
With this leasing policy, 
they can earn a fixed an‑
nual rent even without 
cultivating the land. Ad‑
ditionally, if  they take up 
wage work elsewhere — 
for example, two mem‑
bers earning ₹200 per day 
for 20 days a month over 
10 months — they can 
earn up to ₹80,000 a year.

Combined with the 
lease income, this could 
significantly improve 
their family’s financial 
stability.

Overall, this initiative 
promises to be a golden 
opportunity for poor and 
landless far mers in 
Andhra Pradesh.

Speaking to True Poin 
t, State Revenue, Regis‑
tration and Stamps Min‑
ister Anagani Satyapras‑
ad said, “Allowing the 
lease of  assigned lands is 
part of  the broader re‑
forms we are bringing in 
the revenue system to 
benefit the poor. This wi 
ll provide a stable inco 
me to small and margin‑
al farmers while making 
them active participants 
in transforming Andhra 
Pradesh into a renewa‑
ble energy hub. The com‑
ing industries and facto‑
ries will also create em 
ployment for their chil‑
dren. This decision is yet 
another step toward 
making Andhra Pradesh 
a poverty-free state.”
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T irupati: The inve 
stigation into the 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TT 

D) adulterated ghee sca 
ndal has taken a major 
turn, as former addi‑
tional executive officer 
A.V. Dharma Reddy has 
turned approver before 
the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) Spe‑
cial Investigation Team 
(SIT). His detailed testi‑
mony, sources say, has 
shed light on how the 
adulteration of  ghee 
used for Srivari prasa‑
dam occurred and who 
allegedly mastermind‑
ed it.According to inve 
stigative inputs, Dhar‑
ma Reddy has provided 
the SIT with crucial evi‑
dence on the alleged cor 
ruption network that 
operated during the pr 
evious YSRCP govern 
ment. He reportedly ad‑
mitted that the adulter‑
ation took place under 
political and adminis‑
trative pressure, par‑
ticularly from then 
TTD Board Chairman 
Y.V. Subba Reddy, who 
is the uncle of  former 
chief  minister Y.S. Jag‑
an Mohan Reddy. Dhar‑
ma Reddy is believed to 
have detailed how key 
officials were coerced 
into facilitating the 
supply of  substandard 
ghee used in Tirumala 
temple rituals.

The CBI SIT’s ques‑
tioning session entered 
its second day on Wed 

nesday at the Alipiri in‑
vestigation office in Ti 
rupati. Along with Dha 
rma Reddy, Bhole Baba 
Group directors Vipin 
Jain and Pamil Jain we 
re also examined sepa‑
rately regarding the ad  
ulterated product sup‑
ply chain. Investigators 
are probing how massi 
ve quantities of  synth 
etic compounds—such 
as monoglycerides and 
acetic acid esters were 
mixed to manufacture 
the ghee supplied to T 
TD through companies 
under scrutiny like Ha 
rsh Fresh Foods and Ha 
rsh Dairy. Unconfirmed 
reports suggest that 
Dharma Reddy’s depo‑
sition not only exposes 
supply-level manipula‑
tions but also impli‑
cates senior decision-
makers who allegedly 
overlooked pu rity 
norms for financial 
gain. The SIT sources 
indicate that his coop‑
eration may signifi‑
cantly strengthen the 

prosecution’s case as 
forensic tests have al‑
ready confirmed the 
adulteration of  sacred 
ghee supplied for tem‑
ple rituals.

Meanwhile, the polit‑
ical reverberations of  
the scandal have inten‑
sified. Former minister 
Devineni Uma launched 
a scathing attack on the 
previous YSRCP ad‑
ministration, alleging 
that the episode repre‑
sents one of  the gravest 
betrayals of  devotees’ 
faith. Speaking to the 
media in Amaravati, he 
claimed that “the sins 
committed in the sanc‑
tum of  Lord Venkate sw 
ara’s service have shak‑
en the trust of  milli 
ons.”  Uma cited Dhar‑
ma Reddy’s statement 
as a confirmation of  
Y.V. Su bba Reddy’s 
knowledge and involve‑
ment in the adultera‑
tion process.Devineni 
accused the former rul‑
ers of  de secrating tem‑
ple sanctity by replac‑

i n g  g e n u i n e 
ingredients, using ra‑
tion rice in the temple’s 
annadanam progr am, 
and generating unholy 
profits from sacred of‑
ferings meant for Lord 
Venkateswara. He de‑
manded exemplary pun 
ishment for those re‑
sponsible, asserting tha 
t such individuals de‑
serve “the harshest pen 
alty possible.”

The scandal, which 
began unraveling earli‑
er this year, has already 
triggered multiple CBI 
and Enforcement Direc‑
torate inquiries into 
linked financial trans‑
actions and procureme 
nt irregularities. The 
SIT’s latest questioning 
session has expanded 
the scope of  investiga‑
tion toward corporate 
suppliers and TTD’s in‑
ternal approval mech 
anisms. As the probe 
deepens, devotees and 
public representatives 
are demanding trans‑
parency and quick jus‑
tice. The CBI SIT is ex‑
pected to summon more 
former officials and pri‑
vate company execu‑
tives in the following 
days. Dharma Reddy’s 
role as an approver, in‑
vestigators say, could 
become the cornerstone 
of  the case as the agen‑
cy prepares to file a 
comprehensive charge 
sheet against the ac‑
cused network behind 
the adulterated ghee 
used for Srivari prasa 
dam.
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V ijayawada:  And 
hra Pradesh Dep‑
uty Chief  Minis‑
ter and Jana Sena 

Party (JSP) chief  Mr. 
Pawan Kalyan is stead‑
ily emerging as a deci‑
sive force within the 
state’s alliance govern‑
ment. Once perceived 
by critics as politically 
passive or less informed 
about government func‑
tioning, recent develop‑
ments have shown quite 
the opposite. His asser‑
tive participation in 
cabinet meetings, point‑
ed remarks on govern‑
ance lapses, and inter‑
ventions in administrat 
ive issues are highlight‑
ing his growing influ‑
ence in the coalition led 
by Chief  Minister Mr. 
N. Chandrababu Naidu.

From the early days 
of  the alliance gov‑
ernme nt, Pawan Kaly‑
an has displayed a keen 
eye for detail in moni‑
toring the activities of  
both his party members 
and government de‑
partments. During re‑
cent cabinet meetings, 
his pointed discussions 
about the behavior of  
certain MLAs and dis‑
trict-level administra‑
tive lapses drew atten‑
tion across political cir 
cles. While he refrained 
from naming any legis‑
lator directly, his com‑
ments on MLAs’ in‑
volvement in civil dis 
putes indirectly hinted 
at corruption and mis‑
use of  power.

Taking On Adminis‑
trative Lapses

One of  Pawan Kalyan 
’s first assertive moves 

came shortly after as‑
suming office, when he 
openly questioned the 
police department over 
its hesitation to arrest 
an accused in a sensi‑
tive case. His indirect 
criticism of  Home Min‑
ister Mrs. Anitha stirr 
ed brief  tensions with‑
in the alliance, but his 
remarks were not with‑
drawn — signaling that 
the Deputy Chief  Min‑
ister was ready to call 
out inefficiency, even 
within his own gove 
rnment.

 His proactive stance 
became more evident 
when he personally vis‑
ited Kakinada after re‑
ceiving information a 
bout a ship allegedly tr 
ansporting PDS (Public 
Distribution System) 
rice illegally. Without 
waiting for bureaucrat‑
ic protocols, Pawan Kal 
yan ordered officials to 
seize the ship, directly 

exposing lapses in the 
local administration 
and police department. 
The move sent a strong 
message to those involv 
ed in the ration mafia 
and established that the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
was closely monitoring 
governance issues be‑
yond his formal portfo 
lio. Though the illegal 
ration trade has not bee 
n completely eradicat‑
ed, his intervention cre‑
ated a state-wide alert 
and forced authorities 
to act more cautiously 
in future.

Disciplining Officials 
and Protecting Govern 
ance

In another instance, 
Pawan Kalyan instruct‑
ed a Superintendent of  
Police to investigate a 
Deputy Superintendent 
(DSP) allegedly involv 
ed in civil disputes and 
gambling activities. Th 
e directive caused politi 

cal ripples when Depu‑
ty Speaker Mr. Raghura‑
ma Krishna Raju initia 
lly criticized the move 
but later retracted his 
statement. The episode 
again reinforced Pawan 
Kalyan’s commitment 
to administrative disci‑
pline and accountab 
ility.

Balancing Alliance 
Tensions

Internal friction be‑
tween Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) and Jana 
Sena Party cadres has 
been an ongoing con‑
cern in several constit‑
uencies. Pawan Kalyan 
is said to have raised th 
e issue directly with Ch 
ief  Minister Chandrab‑
abu Naidu, urging both 
parties to maintain har‑
mony. He reportedly ca 
utioned MLAs and in-
charge ministers again 
st indulging in local-lev‑
el power displays that 
could damage the coali‑

tion’s image.
Firm Stand on Forest 

and Environmental 
Issues

As Minister for For‑
ests, Pawan Kalyan has 
also taken an active role 
in addressing land en‑
croachments and ille‑
gal logging. His initia‑
tive in documenting an 
d presenting evidence 
on alleged encroach‑
ments linked to former 
minister Mr. Peddired‑
dy Ramachandra Red‑
dy’s associates has been 
widely discussed. Addi‑
tionally, his stern warn‑
ing to red sandalwood 
smugglers underscored 
his determination to 
protect state resources.

Public Response and 
Criticism

While some critics ar‑
gue that Pawan Kalyan 
often stops short of  en‑
suring complete resolu‑
tion to the issues he 
raises, his growing as‑
sertiveness has been 
well received by many, 
including his support‑
ers within the Jana Se 
na Party. Political obse 
rvers note that his style 
— combining activism 
with administrative fo‑
cus — is gradually re‑
shaping his image from 
a celebrity politician to 
a serious decision-mak‑
er in governance.

With his continued in 
terventions across vari‑
ous sectors, Pawan Kal 
yan appears intent on 
proving that he is not 
merely a symbolic part‑
ner in the alliance gov‑
ernment but an active 
force shaping its accou 
ntability and direction.

Pawan Kalyan Steps Up As Assertive 
Deputy CM in Naidu Cabinet

From the early days of the alliance governme nt, 
Pawan Kalyan has displayed a keen eye for detail in 
monitoring the activities of both his party members 
and government departments. 

Poor Farmers to Gain 
from Andhra’s 
Renewable Energy Push

Dharma Reddy Turns Approver in 
TTD Adulterated Ghee Case

CII Partnership Summit 2025: Visakhapatnam 
Gears Up for 10 Lakh-Crore Investment Push
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TPN/DELHI:  MoU sig 

ned in presence of  Min-
ister Nara Lokesh dur-
ing U.S. - India Strategic 
Partnership Forum Boa 
rd Roundtable in New 
Delhi 'We aim to build a 
world-class 300 MW cam-
pus in Visakhapatnam : 
Tillman Global Co-Presi-
dent Sachit Ahuja

The Government of  A 
ndhra Pradesh, through 
the Andhra Pradesh Eco-
nomic Development Bo 
ard (APEDB), has signed 
a Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding with Till-
man Global Holdings to 
develop “TDGAP1,” a 300 
MW hyperscale data cen 
ter campus in Visakhapa-
tnam with a proposed in-
vestment of  approxima 
tely Rs. 15,000 crore, posi-
tioning the State as a pre-
mier digital infrastruc-
ture hub in India and the 
Indo-Pacific region.

Executed in Visakhap 
atnam on November 12, 
2025, the MoU establish-
es a facilitation frame-
work for time-bound de-
velopment over the next 
12 months, with APEDB 
coordinating investor fa-
cilitation and inter-agen-
cy support within the ap-
plicable policies, rules, 
and procedures of  the 
Government of  Andhra 
Pradesh and where re-
quired, the Union Gov-
ernment of  India.

The signing took place 
on the sidelines of  the 

U.S.- India Strategic Par 
tnership Forum (USIS 
PF) Board Roundtable in 
New Delhi, which was at-
tended by Minister Nara 
Lokesh, along with lead-
ing global business fig-
ures including John Ch 
ambers (Founder & CEO, 
JC2 Ventures & Chair-
man, USISPF), Shantanu 
Narayen (Chair & CEO, 
Adobe Systems & Vice-
Chair, USISPF), Prabha-
kar Raghavan (Chief  Tec 
hnologist, Google), Salil 
Parekh (CEO, Infosys), a 
nd Sachit Ahuja (Co-Pres 
ident, Tillman Global H 
oldings), among others. 
The MoU was facilitated 
by Dr. Mukesh Aghi, Pre 
sident & CEO, USISPF, 
and Mr. Sachit Ahuja, 
Co-President, Tillman 
Global Holdings.

The project is planned 
over roughly 40 acres 
and is expected to gener-
ate 200–300 direct jobs 
and 800–1,000 indirect 
jobs by 2028 through gro 
wth in allied services, lo-
gistics, cloud, networks, 
and ancillary units, cata-
lysing a broader digital 
ecosystem in the State.

Under the MoU, Till-
man Global Holdings w 
ill bring investment, tec 
hnology, planning and de 
sign, and critical equip-
ment for the TDGAP1 ca 
mpus, while all land al-
lotments, incentives, and 
benefits will be under-
taken by the concerned 
departments through 
due process, including 
participation in any ap-
plicable competitive ten-
der processes as per pre-

vailing rules and regul 
ations.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sachit Ahuja, Co-Pr 
esident, Tillman Global 
Holdings, said, “Andhra 
Pradesh offers a compel-
ling combination of  coas 
tal connectivity, progres-
sive governance, and a ra 
pidly expanding digital 
economy. With TDGAP1, 
we aim to build a world-
class 300 MW campus in 
Visakhapatnam that an-
chors long-term digital 
infrastructure, creates 
high-quality jobs, and ca-
talyses a broader ecosys-
tem of  services and inno-
vation. We value the Stat 
e’s facilitation through 
APEDB and look forwar 
d to executing this pro-
ject in a time-bound man 
ner.”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Nara Lokesh, Min-
ister for IT, Electronics & 
HRD, Government of  
Andhra Pradesh, added, 
“This MoU underscores 
Andhra Pradesh’s strat-
egy to position Visakh 
apatnam as a premier 
data center hub. The pro-
posed Rs. 15,000 crore in 
ve stment by Tillman Glo 
bal Holdings will streng 
then our digital backbo 
ne, generate direct and 
indirect employment for 
our youth, and attract al-
lied investments across 
energy, networks, cloud, 
and services. The Gover 
nment will facilitate wit 
hin policy to ensure swif  
t, transparent progre ss.”

About Tillman Global 
Holdings

Tillman Global Hold-
ings is a New York–head-
quartered digital infra-
structure company that 
operates globally. Its 
portfolio consists of  cell 
towers, fiber networks, 
data centers, small cells, 
enterprise networks, and 
EV  charging infrastru 
cture.

To date, Tillman has 
raised over $12 billion in 
capital to support its var-
ious platforms, which in-
clude Tillman Infra-
structure, Eaton Fiber, 
Tillman Fiber, Tillman 
Digital Gateway, Tillman 
Digital Cities, and Till-
man Logistics.
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VIJAYAWADA: Gov-

ernor of  Andhra Prad 
esh and Chancellor of  
Rayalaseema Univer-
sity, S Abdul Nazeer, pr 
esided over the 4th Con 
vocation Ceremony of  
Rayalaseema Univer-
sity held at the univer-
sity campus on Wedne 
sday.

Delivering the con-
vocation address, Gov-
ernor Abdul Nazeer str 
essed that higher edu-
cation serves as a gate-
way to global opportu-
nities, equipping stude 
nts with the essential 
skills and knowledge 
needed to thrive in a 
rapidly evolving world. 
“In a country like In-
dia, where socio-eco-
nomic disparities per-
sist, higher education 
acts as a great leveller, 
empowering individu-
als to transform their 
lives and contribute 
meaningfully to socie-
ty,” he said.

 
Highlighting the 

growing influence of  
emerging technologi 
es, the Governor stated 
that the advent of  quan 
tum computing is ope 
ning new horizons in 
higher education by of-
fering innovative tools 
to solve complex prob-

lems. “This technology 
nurtures critical think 
ing and prepares stu-
dents for high-demand 
careers in fields such 
as information securi-
ty, drug discovery, and 
finance,” he observed.

Governor Nazeer al 
so underlined the im-
portance of  aligning 
education with the de-
velopmental vision of  
both the state and the 
nation. Referring to 
‘Viksit Andhra Prades 
h’, the Government’s 
strategic roadmap to 
transform the state 
into a $2.4 trillion econ-
omy by 2047, he said 
the initiative is in har-
mony with the nation-
al goal of  ‘Viksit Bha 
rat’, which envisions a 
developed India by the 
same year.

Congratulating the 

graduates and medal 
winners, the Governor 
urged them to uphold 
ethical values, pursue 
lifelong learning, and 
contribute to nation-
building through inno-
vation and social 
responsibility.

Earlier in the event, 
Dr. SSV Ramakumar, 
Chief  Technology Offi 
cer and Executive Vice 
President of  AM Gree 
n, was conferred the 
Honoris Causa degree 
in recognition of  his 
outstanding contribu-
tions. Prof. V. Venkata 
Basava Rao, Vice-Cha 
ncellor of  Rayala see-
ma University, present-
ed the annual report 
highlighting the uni-
versity’s academic pro-
gress, research achie 
vements, and develop-
mental initiatives.

M I N I S T E R  H I G H L I G H T S 
S K I L L  D E V E L O P M E N T, 
$ 1  T R I L L I O N  I N V E S T -
M E N T  TA R G E T  F O R 
A N D H R A  P R A D E S H

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
VIJAYAWADA: India 

must set its sights be-
yond a $5 trillion econo-
my and work toward be-
coming a $30 trillion 
global powerhouse, said 
Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ter for Education, IT, and 
Electronics Nara Loke-
sh, while addressing the 
CII Southern Region–VI 
T AP Higher Education 
Conclave 2025 in Am 
aravati.

“The theme of  this co 
nclave is ‘Reimagining 
Higher Education to Tra 
nsform India into a $5 
Trillion Economy’. But I 
believe we should aim 
higher. The real chal-

lenge is achieving a $30 
trillion economy. With-
out strong human capital 
and intellectual resourc-
es, economic progress is 
impossible,” he said, stre 
ssing that education re-
forms must align with na 
tional economic ambit 
ions.

Trillion-Dollar Target 
for Andhra Pradesh

Highlighting Andhra 
Pradesh’s investment su 
ccess, Lokesh announced 
that the state has already 
attracted $120 billion in 
the last 17 months throu 
gh its “Speed of  Doing 
Business” approach, and 
expects another $120 bil-
lion during the upcom-
ing Global Investment 
Summit. “Our goal is to 
attract $1 trillion in in-
vestments by 2029. When 
states grow stronger, the 
nation becomes strong-

er,” he said, adding that 
Amaravati will undergo 
remarkable transforma-
tion in the next three 
years.

Bridging the Skill Gap
Lokesh underscored 

that India’s demographic 
dividend — with 54% of  
its population below 25 
years — can only yield 
results if  the youth pos-

sess the right skills. 
“Only 34.7% of  India’s 
working-age population 
has formal skill training 
compared to 96% in Sout 
h Korea and 75% in Ger-
many. We must address 
this gap urgently,” he obs 
erved.

He noted that, accord-
ing to the Economic Sur-
vey 2023–24, only 51% of  

Indian graduates are em-
ployable. “The issue isn’t 
lack of  intelligence, but 
a mismatch between edu-
cation and market de-
mand. While degree-
holders wait for jobs, 
short-term skill courses 
are creating employable 
youth in months,” he 
remarked.

Skill Census and Nai-

Punyam Portal
To tackle this challen 

ge, Lokesh revealed that 
Andhra Pradesh launc 
hed a Skill Census 16 mo 
nths ago to assess the sk 
ill profile of  every citize 
n. “We started it in Man-
galagiri to map skills 
and provide training ali 
gned with industry need    
s. We are also developing 
an AI-based ‘NaiPunyam 
Portal’ to connect skilled 
youth with employment 
opportunities,” he said.

Vision 2047: Swarna 
Andhra

Emphasizing that And 
hra Pradesh aims to be-
come a $2.4 trillion econ-
omy by 2047, Lokesh out-
lined five pillars for tra 
nsformation — Curricu-
lum to Career, Research 
& Innovation, Digital Fu-
ture Skills, Internation-
alization, and Regional 
Industrial Clusters. He 
said these would turn 
Andhra Pradesh into a 
knowledge and innova-

tion hub in sync with Pri  
me Minister Modi’s Vik-
sit Bharat 2047 vision.

The conclave was at-
tended by CII Southern 
Region Chairman Ash-
win Mahalingam, VIT Vi 
ce President Dr. GV Sel-
vam, First Gen Founder 
& CEO Philip Asmus, AP 
Higher Education Coun-
cil Vice-Chairperson K 
Ratna Sheelamani, and 
CII AP Vice Chairman 
Sharanam Narendra Ku-
mar, among others.

S TAT E ’ S  G R E E N  H Y -
D R O G E N  H U B  N E A R 
V I Z A G  T O  AT T R A C T 
₹ 1 . 8 5  L A K H  C R O R E  I N -
V E S T M E N T

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
VIJAYAWADA: In a sig 

nificant boost to India’s 
clean energy transition, 
the Bureau of  Energy Ef-
ficiency (BEE) under the 
Ministry of  Power, Gov-
ernment of  India, has co 
mmended Andhra Prade 
sh for its proactive steps 
toward sustainable en-
ergy development, par-
ticularly the establish-
ment of  the Centre of  Ex 
cellence for Energy Tra 
nsition (CoEET) at Visa 
khapatnam.

During a review inter-
action with State offi-
cials, the BEE urged all 
State Governments and 
their State Designated 
Agencies (SDAs) to adopt 
a mission-mode appro 
ach to fast-track the im-
plementation of  Energy 
Efficiency (EE) technolo-
gies. BEE officials emph 
asized that EE adoption 
is essential for meeting 

India’s Net Zero Emis-
sion target by 2070 and 
for creating large-scale 
employment.

Appreciating Andhra 
Pradesh’s efforts, BEE 
described the CoEET — 
spearheaded by the 
Andhra Pradesh Eastern 
Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited (APEPD-
CL) — as a “significant 
milestone” in promoting 
renewable energy, ener-
gy efficiency, and clean 
technology innovation. 
The initiative comes ah 

ead of  the CII Partnersh 
ip Summit in Visakhapa-
tnam, where global en-
ergy experts will deliber-
ate on renewable integr 
ation and sustainable 
infrastructure.

During the discussio 
ns, Chief  Secretary K Vi-
jayanand expressed grat-
itude to BEE, Energy Ef-
ficiency Services Limit    
ed (EESL), and the Min-
istry of  Power for their 
technical and financial 
support. He said the Sta 
te Government, under 

Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, is com-
mitted to ensuring 24x7 
quality power supply to 
attract global invest 
ments.

He revealed that under 
the Integrated Clean En-
ergy Policy 2024, the 
State aims to mobilize ₹10 
lakh crore in green en-
ergy investments by 
2029. He also announced 
a landmark Green Hy-
drogen Hub project near 
Visakhapatnam, to be de-
veloped in collaboration 

with NTPC Green Ener-
gy Limited (NGEL) and 
NREDCAP, with an in-
vestment of  ₹1.85 lakh 
crore. The hub will play 
a pivotal role in achiev-
ing India’s target of  500 
GW of  non-fossil energy 
capacity by 2030.

BEE Secretary Milind 
Deore lauded the CoEET 
initiative, stating it “per-
fectly aligns with India’s 
national energy efficien-
cy and clean energy goal 
s.” He praised its multi-
stakeholder governance 
model, emphasis on R& 
D, skill development, and 
entrepreneurship sup-
port, adding that CoEET 
could become a national 
hub for clean energy inn 
ovation.

Deore also commend-
ed APEPDCL CMD Prud-
vitej for leading more 
than 20 applied research 
and pilot projects and for 
training over 1,000 pro-
fessionals and engineers 
in energy efficiency 
practices strengthening 
Andhra Pradesh’s lead-
ership in India’s clean 
energy transformation.

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
VIJAYAWADA: An o 

fficer from the Andhra 
Pradesh Police Depart-
ment has brought lau-
rels to the force by suc-
cessfully completing 
the prestigious Goa 
Ironman 70.3 Triath-
lon. K Chakravarthi, 
Superintendent of  Po-
lice, CID, Andhra Pra 
desh, participated for 
the first time in the Ir 
onman 70.3 event held 
at Miramar Beach, Go 
a, on November 9. The 
grueling triathlon co 
mprising 1.9 km swim-
ming, 90 km cycling, 
and 21.1 km running 
had to be completed 
within 8 hours and 30 
minutes. Demonstrat-
ing remarkable endur-
ance and determina-
tion, SP Chakravarthi 
finished the event in 
just 8 hours, earning 
the official Ironman 
finisher’s medal from 
the organizers.

The competition saw 
participation from ov 
er 1,300 athletes repre-
senting 65 countries, 

making it one of  the 
toughest endurance 
events in the world. Th 
e Ironman 70.3 triath-
lon is considered a true 
test of  physical and me 
ntal strength, and ath-
letes finishing in the 
top three positions qua 
lify for the Ironman 
70.3 World Champio 
nship. On Wednesday 
evening, SP Chakrava   
rthi met DGP Harish 
Kum ar Gupta at the 
Andhra Pradesh Police 
Headquarters in Man-
galagiri. Congratulat-
ing th e officer on his 
outsta nding achieve-
ment, th e DGP com-

mended his dedication, 
discipline, and sport-
ing spirit. DGP Harish 
Kumar Gupta said that 
Chakra varthi’s ac-
complishm ent has 
brought pride to the 
entire Andhra Pradesh 
Police Department, 
and expressed confi-
dence that he would ac 
hieve even greater suc-
cess in future competi-
tions. “Such achievem 
ents inspire our per-
sonnel to pursue excel-
lence not only in ser-
vice but also in pers 
onal and professional 
development,”  the 
DGP rema rked.

Educational Reforms Must Aim for a 
$30 Trillion Economy: Nara Lokesh

AP inks Rs. 15,000 crore pact with Tillman Global Holdings 

BEE Lauds AP’s  CoEET Initiative; Calls for 
Mission-Mode Push on Energy Efficiency

Higher Education is a Gateway to Global 
Opportunities: Governor Abdul Nazeer

AP Police Officer Excels in 
Goa Ironman 70.3 Triathlon
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VIJAYAWADA: Andh 

ra Pradesh Health Minis-
ter Satya Kumar Yadav 
has launched a blistering 
attack on former Chief  
Minister YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, accusing him 
of  spreading false propa-
ganda against the state 
government’s Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) 
model for medical col 
leges.

 In a strongly worded 
statement, the Minister 
said that Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, who had fixed ex-
orbitant annual fees of  
₹12–20 lakh for half  the 
seats in government me 
dical colleges during his 
tenure, was now “shed-
ding crocodile tears for 
students” and provoking 
his party cadre with 
baseless allegations. “A 
man mired in corrup-
tion, fake liquor rackets, 
and even fake Tirupati 
laddus has no moral 
right to talk about public 
welfare,” Yadav ass ert-
ed. “Public Rejected His 
Arrogance”

Satya Kumar pointed 
out that despite years of  
propaganda, the people 
decisively rejected Jagan 
Mohan Reddy’s govern-

ance in the 2024 elec-
tions, reducing his party 
to just 11 Assembly seats. 
“Even after being reject-
ed by the people, his ar-
rogance and deceit re-
main unchanged,” he sai 
d. The Minister stated 
that Jagan’s growing hos 
tility stems from his ha-
tred toward Chief  Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Nai 
du, whose leadership is 
steering Andhra Pradesh 
back on the path of  de-
velopment. “Under the 
NDA government led by 
PM Narendra Modi and 

CM Chandrababu Naidu, 
Andhra Pradesh is wit-
nessing record invest-
ments, job creation and 
economic revival — and 
that is what Jagan can-
not digest,” Yadav said.

“How Many Fake Sig-
natures in Tadepalli Pal-
ace?” Referring to Jag-
an’s ongoing campaign 
claiming to have collect-
ed one crore signatures 
against the PPP model, 
the Minister questioned 
the authenticity of  the 
signatures. “Since there 
is no public support for 

his propaganda, how ma 
ny of  those signatures 
were forged inside the 
Tadepalli Palace?” he 
asked, warning Jagan to 
stop insulting the peo-
ple’s intelligence with 
fabricated campaigns.

“Who Hiked Fees to ₹20 
Lakh? Wasn’t That Pri-
vat ization?”

Yadav reminded that it 
was the YSRCP govern-
ment that had imposed 
high fees for self-financ-
ing seats in new govern-
ment colleges. “Isn’t that 
the real privatization?” 

he asked, alleging that 
the previous govern-
ment’s ₹8,480 crore plan 
for 17 colleges was de-
signed for illicit finan-
cial gain, not for public 
welfare.

PPP Model Transpar-
ent and Studen t-Frie 
ndly

Clarifying misconcep-
tions, the Minister said 
that under the PPP mod-
el, the government re-
tains full control over 
admissions, reserva-
tions, and fee structures. 
The land will remain 
government property, 
and the state has the 
right to intervene in case 
of  mismanagement.

Yadav stressed that no 
poor student will lose a 
seat. On the contrary, the 
model will create an ad-
ditional 220 MBBS seats 
annually, benefiting stu-
dents from weaker secti 
ons.

Concluding, Yadav sai 
d, “Jagan Reddy’s mali-
cious campaign against 
the PPP model has no ta 
kers. After five years of  
destructive misrule, the 
people of  Andhra Prad 
esh will no longer fall for 
his false politics.”

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
VIJAYAWADA: The 

State of  Andhra Pradesh 
witnessed an unprece-
dented wave of  public re 
sistance today as lakhs 
of  students, youth, doc-
tors, women, and civil 
society members joined 
YSRCP's historic “Praja 
Garjana” against the co-
alition government’s 
move to privatize gov-
ernment medical colleg-
es. From Srikakulam to 
Chittor, from Tirupati to 
Visakhapatnam, rallies 
erupted across all 175 
Assembly constituen-
cies, sending a clear 
message that public 
healthcare and medical 
education cannot be sold 
to private cartels.

Across the state, YSR 
Congress Party leaders 
led massive protests, 
submitted representa-
tions to local authori-
ties, and mobilized the 
public in defense of  YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 
vision of  accessible 

medical education and 
world-class healthcare 
for the poor. Thousands 
marched despite police 
restrictions, barricades, 
bike key snatching, and 
house arrests at several 
centers. Speaking in 
Guntur, former Minister 

Ambati Rambabu fired a 
powerful warning to the 
coalition government, 
stating: “We built 17 
medical colleges with 
honesty and commit-
ment to the poor. Chan-
drababu is no w conspir-
ing to hand the m over to 

corporates and fill Loke-
sh's pockets. One crore 
signatures ha ve already 
exposed this govern-
ment’s betrayal. We will 
not stop until privatiza-
tion is scrap ped.” He 
condemned police har-
assment, declaring that 

no force can su ppress a 
people’s movement de-
fending public health.

In Machilipatnam, 
Perni Kittu questioned 
the regime’s intentions: 
“Chandrababu claims 
he diverted a cyclone, th 
en why couldn’t he build 

a single medical college? 
This government cou 
ldn’t stop private urea sc  
ams, how can it stop cor-
porate looting if  medical 
colleges are handed to 
them?” He vowed that 
the fight will continue 
until every government 
medical  colle ge re-
mained in public hands.

At Punganur, former 
minister Peddireddy Ra-
machandra Reddy re-
minded the public of  YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 
transformational heal 
thcare vision: “We cre-
ated 2,150 new medical 
seats already, soon it will 
be 4,500. This is the first 
time poor students had 
such an opportunity. 
Chandrababu wants to 
snatch away this future 
and destroy the hopes of  
rural students. We will 
not allow this loot raj.”

Former Minister Bot-
sa Satyanarayana, who 
faced police barring him 
from leading a rally in 
Vizianag aram, con-

demned the undemo-
cratic actions: “The coa-
lition government fears 
the people’s voice. They 
can stop rallies, but not 
public anger. YSRCP sow 
ed dreams in the hearts 
of  poor students, Chan-
drababu wants to crush 
them.”

From Pulivendula, YS 
Avinash Reddy declared 
that the people will pro-
tect the legacy of  Dr. YS 
R and YS Jagan. “These 
medical colleges are not 
buildings, but they are 
dreams of  lakhs of  poor 
families. This fight is for 
justice.”

Police high-handed-
ness was reported in 
multiple constituencies, 
bikes seized, leaders de-
tained, key activists hou 
se-arrested, yet the mov 
ement only grew strong-
er with every attempt to 
suppress it. This unprec-
edented uprising has 
now become a people's 
referendum against pri-
vatization and a reaffir-

mation of  the belief  that 
healthcare must remain 
a public responsibility,  
not a corporate auction.

The YSR Congress Pa 
rty declares that this str 
uggle will intensify until 
the government fully 
withdraws its PPP deci-
sion and guarantees that 
all 17 government medi-
cal colleges remain with 
the people of  Andhra 
Pradesh. The One Crore 
Signature campaign and 
today's “Praja Garjana” 
have made it clear that 
Andhra Pradesh stands 
united against privatiza-
tion of  Medical Coll 
eges. 

Leaders across regio 
ns, including Gudivada 
Amarnath, Kurasala 
Kannababu, Kakani Go-
vardhan Reddy, Vallabha 
neni Vamsi, Pinnelli Ra 
makrishna Reddy, Meda 
Raghunath Reddy, RK 
Roja, and Devineni Avi-
nash, and all the constit-
uencies echoed a unified 
message

TPN BUREAU | Nov 12
Amaravati (Andhra 

Pradesh): Andhra Pra 
desh Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan cal 
led for the establishment 
of  a 'Sanatana Dharma 
Parirakshana Board' to 
safeguard the Sanatan 
faith, amid controversy 
over alleged adulteration 
in the ghee used for Tiru-
pati Laddus.

 In a post shared on the 
social media platform X 
on Tuesday, Kalyan stat-
ed that the sentiments 
and practices of  Sana-
tanis are being mocked 
and undermined, which 
erodes the trust of  devo 
tees. The Deputy CM wro 
te, "For the global Hindu 
community, Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanam is 
more than a pilgrimage 
centre; it is a sacred spir-
itual sojourn. The Tiru-
pati Laddu is not just a 
sweet; it is a shared emo-
tion - we distribute it 
among friends, family 
and strangers alike, for it 
embodies our collective 

belief  and profound 
faith."

"On average, nearly 2.5 
crore devotees visit Tiru-
mala every year. And 
when the sentiments and 
practices of  Sanatanis 
are mocked or undermin 
ed, it is not merely hurt-
ful; it shatters the trust 
and devotion of  millions 
around the world. Secu-
larism must be a two-wa 
y street," he added. Call-
ing for a protection body 

for Sanatan Dharma, he 
stated that the board 
must be established with 
the consensus of  all st 
akeholders.

"Protection and re-
spect for our faith cannot 
be negotiable. Our Sana-
tana Dharma is one of  
the oldest and ever-evolv-
ing civilisations, and it is 
high time we establish 
the Sanatana Dharma 
Parirakshana Board 
with the consensus of  all 

the stakeholders," the X 
post read. In another X 
post, Kalyan cited a me-
dia report alleging Rs 250 
crore worth of  adulter-
ated ghee was used in Ti 
rupati Laddus between 
2019 and 2024.

This comes after for-
mer Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) Ex-
ecutive Officer Dharma 
Reddy appeared before 
the SIT in connection 
with the adulterated 

ghee case. He was ques-
tioned regarding the pro-
curement of  adulterated 
ghee.

Meanwhile, the SIT 
has issued online notices 
to former TTD Chair-
man YV Subba Reddy, di-
recting him to appear for 
questioning on Novem-
ber 13. It is learned that 
he has requested a week's 
time, stating that he will 
appear before the SIT af-
ter November 15.

Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu-led TDP 
slammed the previous 
YSRCP regime for the al-
leged adulteration. "To 
make ghee, milk is need-
ed. Especially for the 
pure ghee used in Tiru-
mala laddus, it is made 
from cow's milk. But dur-
ing the YCP regime, the 
adulterated ghee used 
for laddus was reported-
ly made without using 
real milk, from chemi-
cals and animal fat, with 
spurious types of  oils," 
TDP wrote on X. 

TPN Bureau | nov 12
Amaravati :  Gov-

ernm ent Chief  Whip 
GV Anjaneyulu came d 
own heavily on the YS 
R Congress Party (YS-
RCP), accusing it of  
creating a new politi-
cal drama in the name 
of  medical colleges. 
Addressing the media 
on Wednesday, An-
janeyulu alleged that 
the previous YSRCP 
government had failed 
to genuinely invest in 
medical education in-
frastructure, despite 
claiming otherwise.

 He stated that the 
central government ha 
d sanctioned Rs. 1,550 
crore for the construc-
tion of  new medical 
colleges across Andhra 
Pradesh, but not a sin-
gle rupee was contrib-
uted from the state’s 
own funds during Jag-
an Mohan Reddy’s five-
year tenure. 

According to him, 
the YSRCP govern-
ment only achieved 18 
percent of  the planned 
construction work 
within that period, 
demonstrating ineffi-
ciency and lack of  co 

mmitment.“Under Jag 
an’s model, every pro-
ject moved at a snail’s 
pace. It was a system of  
delay and deception. In 
contrast, under Chan-
drababu Naidu’s lead-
ership, the work is pro-
gressing at a super-fast 
pace. Within just two 
years, the new govern-
ment is determined to 
complete all pending 
medical college pro-
jects,” Anjaneyulu ass 
erted.

He emphasized that 
the state’s current Pub-
lic-Private Partnership 
(PPP) model was de-
signed to ensure faster 
completion, better 
transparency, and re-
duced financial burden 
on the government. He 
argued that this model 

would enable the state 
to meet its goal of  ex-
panding healthcare 
and medical education 
infrastructure more ef-
ficiently. Criticizing 
the previous adminis-
tration for wasting val-
uable time and central 
funds, Anjaneyulu ad 
ded that the present go 
vernment led by Chief  
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu is rectifying tho 
se mistakes by bring-
ing accountability and 
speed to development. 

He reiterated the 
government’s commit-
ment to complete all 
medical college pro-
jects within the prom-
ised timeline to fulfill 
the aspirations of  stu-
dents and the health-
care sector.

TPN Bureau | nov 12
Amaravati: The min-

ister marking the reali-
zation of  the long-che 
rished dream of  pro-
viding homes for the 
poor. He said the state 
government, led by 
Chief  Minister N. Cha 
ndrababu Naidu, is ful-
filling the vision of  the 
late N. T. Rama Rao, wh 
o aspired for every fam 
ily to own a home.Spea  
king to the media, Min-
ister Satya Prasad said 
that under the Chief  
Minister’s farsighted 
leadership, the state 
had completed and is 
now handing over 3 
lakh houses within 16 
months. Despite severe 
financial challenges, he 
noted, the construction 
works continued with-
out interruption, re-
flecting the govern-
ment’s strong comm 
itment to the welfare of  
economically weaker 
sections.The minister 
explained that the state 
is also extending sup-
port to individuals who 

already have their own 
land but lack the means 
to build houses. He reaf-
firmed the govern-
ment’s goal of  ensuring 
that every eligible fam-
ily in Andhra Prad esh 
receives a permanent 
pucca house by 2029. 
Satya Prasad contrast-
ed the current adminis-
tration’s efforts with 
those of  the previous 
YSR Congress Party 
government, accusing 
former Chief  Min ister 
Y. S. Jagan Moha n Red-
dy of  exploiting the 
poor in the name of  
land distribution. He al-

leged that the “cent pat-
ta” schem e, touted as a 
w e l f a r e  m e a s u r e, 
turned into large-scale 
corruption under Jag-
an’s rule.W hile the pre 
vious government of-
fered small land plots to the 
poor, Jagan himself  lived 
lavishly in a palatial bunga-
low, the minister remarked. 

He asserted that the pre-
sent coalition government 
remains dedicated to deliv-
ering lasting housing and 
securi ty to every working-
cla ss family across And hra 
Pradesh, symbolizing the 
fulfillment of  a long-stand-
ing promise to the people.

Andhra Dy CM Pawan Kalyan calls for 
'Sanatana Dharma Parirakshana 
Board' amid Tirupati Laddu ghee row

Naidu Fulfilled NTR’s 
Vision: Anagani 

Health Minister Satya Kumar Yadav Slams Jagan’s 
“False Politics” Over PPP Medical Colleges

Students, Docs Join YSRCP Praja Garjana Protest

GV Anjaneyulu Slams YSRCP Over “Drama” 
in Medical College Development



04 VIJAYAWADA, 13TH NOVEMBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

VIJAYAWADA

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
Visakhapatnam: The 

National Education 
Day Celebrations 2025 
were held with remark 
able enthusiasm at IIA 
M College, M.V.P. Colo‑
ny, Visakhapatnam, 
commemorating the 
137th birth anniversa‑
ry of  Bharat Ratna 
Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, India’s first Edu‑
cation Minister and a 
pioneering architect of  
modern Indian educa‑
tion. The programme, 
organised by the Maul‑
ana Abul Kalam Azad 
Trust (MAKAT) in as‑
sociation with Andhra 
University and ILF 
Global, Belgium, drew 
academicians, digni‑
taries, and students to‑
gether to pay homage 
to Maulana Azad’s en‑
during vision of  inclu‑
sive education, com‑
munal harmony, and 
intellectual progress.

 Presiding over the 
event, Prof. Pulipati Ki 
ng, Rector of  Andhra 
University, delivered 
an inspiring presiden‑
tial address highlight‑
ing Azad’s contribu‑
tions to India’s educ 
ational foundation, in‑
cluding the establish‑
ment of  premier insti‑
tutions such as the 

University Grants 
Commission and the 
Indian Institutes of  
Technology. 

He praised MAKAT 
for upholding Azad’s 
ideals by promoting 
education and national 
integration.Dr. Khaja 
Rahamtulla T., Chair‑
man and Managing Tr 
ustee of  MAKAT, and 
Janab K.M. Chistee, 
Vice‑Chairman, led the 
celebrations with flo‑
ral tributes and pre‑
sented the Trust’s An‑
nual  Re por t  2025, 
detailing its education‑
al and welfare initia‑
tives across Andhra 
Pradesh.

The distinguished 
guest list included Sri 
T.D. Janardhan, Politi‑
cal Secretary and Polit‑
buro Member of  the 
TDP; Sri M. Sribharat, 
Member of  Parliament 
and President of  GI‑
TAM Group; Janab Sh 
ariff  Mohammed Ahm 
ed, Advisor for Minor‑
ity Affairs; and Mr. Sr 
ini Reddy, Founder and 
CEO of  ILF Global, 
Belg ium. Each speak‑
er extolled Azad’s life‑
long dedication to sec‑
ularism, unity, and 
knowledge, urging 
youth to emulate his 
spirit of  service and 

nation‑ building.Sev‑
eral prominent person‑
alities were felicitated 
for their contributions 
in education, research, 
and social service. 

Among them were 
Dr. Mohammed Muzer‑
uddin Baig (Young Sci‑
entist Award, Japan), 
Prof. Valli Kumari (Be 
st Teacher Award 202 
5), Prof. Shaik Kalesha 
Vali (National Change 
Maker Award), and 
Prof. Jaladi Ravi (State 
Best Teacher Award 
2025).In a major an‑
nouncement, Mr. Srini 
Reddy pledged a match 
ing grant of  ₹5 million 
to MANAT, MA KAT’s 
Educational Empower‑
ment Initiative, and ap‑
pealed to global donors 
to support access to 
education for under‑
privileged students.

The event concluded 
with a vote of  thanks, 
acknowledging the co 
ntributions of  guests, 
scholars, and dignitar‑
ies. The 2025 National 
Education Day celebra‑
tions at IIAM College 
stood as a tribute to 
Azad’s time less belief  
that education is the 
bedrock of  national 
unity, progress, and 
empow erment.

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
Tadepalli: In a signifi‑

cant step toward inclu‑
sive urban development, 
the Andhra Pradesh Mis‑
sion for Elimination of  
Poverty in Municipal Ar‑
eas (MEPMA) launched 
a new initiative titled 
“HOPE” (Holistic Oppor‑
tunities for PwDs in nee 
d of  Empowerment) at 
its state office in Tade‑
palli on Wednesday. The 
program seeks to pro‑
mote the social and eco‑
nomic empowerment of  
Persons with Disabili‑
ties (PwDs) across urban 
areas of  Andhra Pradesh 
by focusing on liveli‑
hoods, skills, and finan‑
cial inclusion.

The one-day aware‑
ness program was con‑
ducted under the chair‑
manship of  MEPMA 
Mission Director N. Tej 
Bharath, IAS. Address‑
ing the participants, he 

underlined the govern‑
ment’s strong commit‑
ment to ensuring that 
urban development ini‑
tiatives are inclusive and 
equitable. He said that 
MEPMA views the em‑
powerment of  PwDs not 
as a welfare effort but as 
an economic mission vi‑
tal to sustainable growth.

Sri Tej Bharath expla 
ined that MEPMA’s on‑
going initiatives will be 
expanded through struc‑
tured interventions un‑
der the HOPE fram ewo 
rk. These include skill 
development training, fi‑
nancial access through 
self-help groups and 
banks, entrepreneurship 

opportunities, and mar‑
ket linkages. He empha‑
sised the need for dedi‑
cated teams to handle 
the special requirements 
of  differently-abled indi‑
viduals and urged field-
level officers to focus on 
active group formation, 
continuous mentoring, 
and need-based assist 
ance.

He also highlighted 
that MEPMA’s collabora‑
tion with NGOs and tech‑
nical experts would play 
a decisive role in identi‑
fying challenges faced by 
PwDs and bridging gaps 
between policy and im‑
plementation. The de‑
partment aims to create 
an ecosystem that sup‑
ports both economic in‑
dependence and social 
inclusion of  persons 
with disabilities.Project 
Directors from Guntur, 
Vijayawada, Prakasam, 
and Kakinada districts, 

along with City Mission 
Managers, Technical Ex‑
perts from Inclusion and 
Building (IB) divisions, 
MEPMA headquarters 
staff, and representa‑
tives from partner or‑
ganisations attended the 
program. 

Participants shared 
strategies and discussed 
models for scaling up ur‑
ban livelihood interven‑
tions.The HOPE initia‑
tive, officials said, refl 
ects MEPMA’s broader 
vision of  ensuring that 
no section of  society is 
left behind in the state’s 
urban growth journey. 
By aligning policy, capac‑
ity, and community par‑
ticipation, the program 
is expected to bring new 
avenues for sustainable 
livelihoods and improve 
the quality of  life for 
thousands of  PwDs 
across Andhra Pradesh.
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Madanapalle, Anna‑

maiah District Health 
authorities have tempo‑
rarily shut down Global 
Multi-Speciality Hospi‑
tal in Madanapalle follo 
wing serious violations 
of  medical laws and al‑
leged involvement in il‑
legal kidney transplant 
operations. The closure 
came after the death of  
a young woman named 
Yamuna, reportedly a 
victim of  an unauthor‑
ized kidney surgery per‑
formed at the private 
hospital.Annamaiah 
District Medical and 
Health Officer (DMHO) 
Dr. Deva Shivamani led 
the investigation on 
Wednesday. 

She visited Madana‑
palle to personally ex‑
amine the case and in‑
spect the hospital pre 
mises located in the SBI 

Colony area. During the 
inspection, officials 
scrutinized the medical 
equipment used for sur‑
geries, assessed the hos‑
pital’s compliance with 
medical practice regula‑
tions, and seized patient 
records for further in‑
quiry. Dr. Shivamani 
confirmed that a de‑
tailed report would be 
submitted to the state 
government soon. Ac‑
cording to preliminary 
information, Yamuna, a 
woman from Visakhapa‑
tnam, had come to Mada 
napalle seeking kidney 
transplant surgery at 
Global Hospital. 

The procedure, alleg‑
edly conducted secretly 
without proper medical 
authorization or adher‑
ence to organ transplan‑
tation guidelines, ended 
tragically as she lost her 
life during the opera‑

tion. The incident was 
brought to light after Ya‑
muna’s husband filed a 
complaint with authori‑
ties.Following the com‑
plaint, the victims con‑
tacted the emergency 
helpline 112, prompting 
police teams from Tiru‑
pati to intervene. 

 Tirupati police coor‑
dinated with local law 
enforcement in Madan‑
apalle to initiate further 
investigation. The Mad 
anapalle II Town Police 
Station, under the supe 
rvision of  Circle Inspec‑
tor Raja Reddy, formed a 
special team to probe 
the matter in depth. Po‑
lice sources revealed 
that several individuals 
associated with the hos‑
pital have been taken 
into custody for ques‑
tioning. Investigators 
are examining the roles 
of  doctors, administra‑

tive staff, and possible 
external agents suspect‑

ed of  facilitating organ 
trade. The case has been 

booked under sections 
related to human organ 

trafficking and cheat‑
ing, given the serious 
nature of  the alleged 
medical malpractice.In‑
spector Raja Reddy stat‑
ed that initial evidence 
points to an illegal or‑
gan transplant network 
operating in violation 
of  the Transplantation 
of  Human Organs Act. 
He confirmed that digi‑
tal and written records 
seized from the hospital 
will undergo forensic 
examination to trace 
the full chain of  individ‑
uals involved in the un‑
lawful procedure.

Health officials have 
also initiated parallel 
departmental action to 
assess whether the hos‑
pital possessed the re‑
quired sanction from 
the State Government 
and the appropriate 
Transplant Authoriza‑
tion Committee for con‑

ducting organ trans‑
plantation surgeries. 
Early findings suggest 
that the hospital lacked 
valid approval for kid‑
ney transplant opera‑
tions. Locals expressed 
shock and concern over 
the news, demanding 
strict legal action and 
more stringent monitor‑
ing of  private hospitals 
to prevent misuse of  
medical facilities. 

The DMHO’s office as‑
sured that the hospital 
would remain sealed un‑
til the inquiry con‑
cludes and accountabil‑
ity is established.This 
incident has brought 
the issue of  illegal or‑
gan transplants back 
into focus in Andhra 
Pradesh, highlighting 
the urgent need for 
tighter enforcement of  
medical ethics and 
transplant regulations.
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Vijayawada: In a ma‑

jor anti-narcotics oper‑
ation, Directorate of  Re 
venue Intelligence (DR 
I) officials seized 249 
kilograms of  ganja nea 
r Kanuru on the outskir 
ts of  Vijayawada. The 
operation was carried 
out jointly with the And 
hra Pradesh Eagle Task 
Force and resulted in 
the arrest of  four perso 
ns, including a key ac‑
cused. Another suspect 
managed to escape and 
is currently absco nd‑
ing.  According to offi‑
cia ls, the accused had 
procured the contra‑
band from Odisha and 
transported it to Vijay 
awada for storage. Intel‑
ligence inputs indicat‑
ed that the gang was 
preparing to move the 
consignment to Uttar 
Pradesh for dist ribu‑
tion. Acting swiftly on 
the tip-off, DRI teams 
conducted a surprise 

raid at a storage point 
n e a r  K a n u r u  a n d 
caught the suspects red-
handed while they were 

loading the ganja into a 
vehicle bearing Uttar 
Pradesh registration.
The seized narcotics 

are estimated to be 
worth around Rs 49.76 
lakh in the illegal mar‑
ket. DRI officials said 

the arrested individu‑
als are being interro‑
gated to trace the full 
network involved in the 
inter-state smuggling 
operation. 

Preliminary investi‑
gations suggest that the 
group is linked to a lar 
ger syndicate operating 
across Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh, and northern 
states.Authorities have 
launched a manhunt for 
the absconding accused 
and are verifying the 
ownership and movem 
ent of  the vehicle used 
in the smuggling atte 
mpt. Further investiga‑
tions are underway to 
identify other associ‑
ates and financial chan‑
nels connected with the 
racket. The DRI stated 
that strict surveillance 
will continue in coordi‑
nation with police and 
intelligence units to cu 
rb the smuggling of  il‑
legal narcotics through 
Andhra Pradesh.
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Vijayawada: In a major 

boost to rail connectivity 
across coastal Andhra 
Pradesh, the Ministry of  
Railways has approved 
the extension of  the 
Chennai Central–Vijay 
awada Vande Bharat Ex‑
press up to Narasapura 
m. The Southern Rail‑
way officially announced 
on Wednesday evening 
that the extended servic‑
es will commence from 
January 12, 2026, offer‑
ing faster and more com‑
fortable travel options 
for passengers in the Go‑
davari region.

 The Vande Bharat Ex‑
press, currently operat‑
ing between Chennai 

Central and Vijayawada 
under train numbers 
20677 and 20678, departs 
from Chennai at 5:30 AM 

and reaches Vijayawada 
at 11:40 AM after stops at 
Renigunta, Gudur, Nel‑
lore, Ongole, and Tenali. 

With the new schedule, 
the train will continue 
its journey beyond Vi‑
jayawada, halting at Gu‑

divada and Bhimavaram 
before arriving at Naras 
apuram.

As per the revised tim 

etable, the train will rea 
ch Vijayawada at 11:40 A 
M and depart at 11:45 
AM. It is scheduled to ar‑
rive at Gudivada at 12:29 
PM, Bhimavaram at 1:14 
PM, and finally reach 
Narasapuram at 2:10 PM. 
On its return journey, 
the train will depart Nar‑
asapuram at 2:50 PM, 
stop at Bhimavaram at 
3:19 PM, reach Gudivada 
at 4:04 PM, and arrive at 
Vijayawada by 4:50 PM. 
From Vijayawada, it will 
depart again at 4:55 PM 
and reach its destina‑
tion, Chennai Central, at 
11:45 PM.

The extension is ex‑
pected to significantly 
benefit daily commuters, 

business travelers, and 
tourists across Krishna 
and West Godavari dis‑
tricts. Passengers in 
towns like Bhimavaram 
and Narasapuram have 
long awaited a premium 
high-speed connection to 
Chennai and other major 
cities. The decision is 
also seen as part of  Indi‑
an Railways’ ongoing ef‑
forts to enhance Vande B 
harat connectivity acro 
ss key regional corrido 
rs.

Railway officials stat‑
ed that the extension 
aligns with growing pas‑
senger demand and lo‑
gistical feasibility fol‑
lowing infrastructure 
upgrades on the Gudi‑

vada–Narasapuram line. 
Enhanced comfort fea‑
tures, better seating, and 
reduced travel time will 
likely make this route 
one of  the most pre‑
ferred train services in 
the region.

The Chennai–Nar‑
asapuram Vande Bharat 
is set to become an im‑
portant addition to the 
expanding network of  
semi-high-speed trains 
connecting southern In‑
dia. Regular bookings for 
the extended service are 
expected to open soon, of‑
fering a faster and 
smoother travel experi‑
ence to thousands of  pas‑
sengers every day.

Illegal Organ Surgery Ring Busted at Madanapalle Global Hospital

National Education Day 
Celebrated at IIAM College

Chennai–Narasapuram Vande Bharat Express Services from January 12

DRI Busts Ganja Smuggling Racket; 249 Kg Seized

MEPMA Launches “HOPE” Initiative to Empower Persons with Disabilities
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Rajuhmundry | East 

Godavari: Once regarded 
as a model institution for 
planned urban develop-
ment, the Rajamahendra 
varam Urban Develop-
ment Authority (RUDA) 
has now come under se-
vere criticism for alleged 
corruption and unregu-
lated approvals. Months 
after Telugu Desam Par-
ty leader Boddu Venkata 
Ramana Chowdary took 
charge as RUDA Chairpe 
rson, the organization’s 
functioning has drawn 
sharp public outrage. B 
oddu Ramana Chowdary, 
who had vowed to clean 
se RUDA of  corruption 
and ensure transparent, 
rule-based development, 
now finds his adminis-
tration accused of  ignor-
ing blatant irregularities 
within the system. 

According to insider 
reports, officials have 
been issuing permis-
sions for layouts, hotels, 
and industries in clear 
violation of  planning 

norms, often without the 
mandatory no-objection 
certificates (NOCs) or 
proper scrutiny. Several 
glaring examples expose 
the depth of  the problem. 
Near Ravulapalem, a ho-
tel was approved without 

environmental clear-
ance; in Namavaram Pa 
nchayat of  Rajanagaram 
mandal, permissions we 
re granted in total disre-
gard of  the Master Plan. 

In Bikkavolu area of  
Anaparthi constituency, 

records falsely mention 
the presence of  a road to 
clear an industrial pro-
ject. Likewise, in Koru-
konda near the airport, 
layout permits were is-
sued without land con-
version or NOCs. Even 

the Anandnagar quarry 
zone in Rajahmundry re-
portedly witnessed at-
tempts to push plan ap-
provals despite lacking 
required mining and en-
vironmental per mis-
sions.Local sources al-
lege that officials have 
been processing layout 
files through “submis-
sion methods,” bypass-
ing the Chairperson’s sig 
nature and making back-
door approvals routine. 

Critics say the Chair-
man’s silence—whether 
from negligence or lack 
of  awareness—has em-
boldened this adminis-
trative malpractice. “If  
he knows and ignores, 
that’s complicity; if  he 
doesn’t, it shows loss of  
control,” remarked a for-
mer planning expert.The 
fallout is visible across 
the urban landscape. The 
Rajahmundry Master 
Plan, which demarcated 
residential, green, and in 
dustrial zones, is report-
edly in disarray due to in 
consistent and illegal pe 

rmits. The state govern-
ment, sources say, has 
temporarily suspended 
the Master Plan’s imple-
mentation to review 
these rampant violati 
ons.

Public sentiment is 
turning sharply against 
the authority. Citizens de 
mand an immediate clea 
nup, cancellation of  ille-
gal approvals, and depar 
tmental inquiries into of-
ficials responsible. Ur-
ban experts argue that 
only stringent corrective 
action can restore RU-
DA’s lost credibility.“Has 
RUDA become a people’s 
development agency or 
just an officers’ profit 
center?” ask citizens of  
Rajamahendravaram in 
growing frustration. 

Once envisioned as a 
symbol of  transparent 
governance, RUDA now 
stands as an institution 
battling credibility and 
questions of  survival in 
the wake of  unchecked 
corruption.
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12 Macherla (Palnadu 
District): The long-
cherished dream of  
the poor to own a hou 
se is turning into a re 
ality under the allian 
ce government, said 
Macherla MLA Jula-
kanti Brahmananda 
Reddy. He was speak-
ing after distributing 
building permission 
documents to benefi-
ciaries at the local m 
unicipal office on We 
dnesday under the A 
P Housing Corpora-
tion and the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Urban) 2.0 scheme.
Addressing the gath-
ering, Julakanti stro 
ngly criticized the fiv 
e-year rule of  the pre-
vious government led 
by Y. S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy. 

 
He alleged that the 

former regime failed 
miserably to ensure 
housing for the poor 
and even neglected th 
e construction of  TI 
DCO houses. “Instead 
of  fulfilling promis-
es, Jagan Reddy en-
joyed the luxury of  
power for five years 
and is now protesting 
on the streets,” the 
MLA said, mocking 
the opposition lead-
er’s current political 
mobilization. Jula-
kanti further accused 
the prior government 
of  allotting house 
sites near graveyards 
to the poor, saying su 
ch acts reminded peo-
ple of  the untouchabi 
lity practices in Puli 
vendula. 

He stated that the 
state was driven into 
massive debts and its 
financial system se-
verely disrupted dur-
ing Jagan’s tenure.In 
contrast, Julakanti 
assured that the pre-

sent alliance govern-
ment under the lead-
ership of  Chief  Mini 
ster N. Chandrababu 
Naidu is fully com-
mitted to completing 
houses for all eligible 
beneficiaries by 2029. 
“Every poor family in 
the state wil l have a 
roof  over thei r head 
in the coming years,” 
he asserted confid 
ently.

The MLA urged all 
eligible citizens in 
his constituency to a 
pply for housing plots 
and construction loa 
ns at their nearest vil 
lage or ward secretar-
iats to take advantage 
of  the government’s 
welfare programs. He 
emphasized that with 
in the next three year 
s, the dream of  ownin 
g a home will be fulfil 
led for every deserv-
ing individual in Mac 
herla constituency. 
Julakanti praised the 
collaborative efforts 
of  the state and cen-
tral governments in 
accelerating housing 
development for low-
income families thro 
ugh the PMAY Urban 
2.0 initiative. 

He said these joint 
schemes reflect the al 
liance's commitment 
to inclusive growth 
and the welfare of  the 
poor. The event was 
attended by Macherla 
Municipal Chairman 
Sheikh Madar Saheb, 
State Vaddera Corpo-
ration Director Kome 
ra Durgarao, Agri-
cultural Market Yard 
Chairman Rajaboyi-
na Malleshwari Mad-
hu Yadav, youth lead-
er Julakanti Akkir ed 
dy, Housing DE Balu 
Naik, AE Sathuluri 
Mariyadasu, munici-
pal councillors, and 
several local leaders.
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Narasaraopet (Pal-

nadu District): YSR 
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) leaders have lev-
eled serious allegations 
against the ruling coali-
tion government, accus-
ing it of  orchestrating a 
Rs 10,000 crore scam un-
der the guise of  privat-
izing state-run medical 
colleges. YSRCP Pal-
nadu District Working 
President Dr. Gopired-
dy Srinivasa Reddy led 
a massive protest rally 
in Narasa raopet on 
Wednesday, denouncing 
what he called an at-
tempt to hand over pub-
lic medical institutions 
to private individuals 
c l o s e  t o  t h e 

government.
Speaking to the me-

dia, Dr. Gopireddy al-
leged that Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Na 
idu and Minister Nara 
Lokesh were trying to 
generate enormous ille-
gal profits by selling an 
estimated 1,400 medical 
seats over the next five 
years. He demanded 
that the government im-
mediately withdraw its 
privatization plan and 
accused it of  betraying 
the interests of  poor 
and middle-class stu-
dents.Thousands of  YS-
RCP leaders, activists, 
and youth joined the 
protest march, which 
started from the party 
office on Guntur Road 

and proceeded through 
Mallamma Center be-
fore concluding at the 
RDO office. 

Dr. Gopireddy re-
minded that during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
many poor people had 
lost their lives due to 
lack of  medical access, 
prompting former Chi  
ef  Minister Y. S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy to estab-
lish 17 new governme nt 
medical colleges acr oss 
all districts betwee n 
2021 and 2022.He cha 
rged that the present 
coalition government 
had reversed this visi 
on by leasing out these 
public institutions to 
private players for 66 
years at a nominal rate 

of  Rs 1,000 per acre. “Is 
there any state in the 
country that has ever 
handed over its medical 
colleges to private indi-
viduals?” he asked. 

He further criticized 
Chandrababu Naidu’s 
long rule, alleging that 
he had failed to estab-
lish even a single gov-
ernment medical col-
lege during his previ 
ous 16-year tenure.Call-
ing the privatization 
policy a “scheme to loot 
Rs 10,000 crore,” Dr. 
Gopireddy warned that 
the government would 
soon face public back-
lash similar to the one 
that toppled the Janard-
han Reddy administra-
tion decades ago for at-

t e m p t i n g  s i m i l a r 
measures. He urged the 
government to preserve 
public healthcare insti-
tutions, stating that 

only state-run medical 
colleges can ensure 
quality education and 
accessible healthcare 
for the poor.
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12 Hyderabad/Nar-
asaraopet (Palnadu 
district): The second 
edition of  South Indi 
a’s largest Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
(CSR) Summit was 
held grandly on We 
dnesday at Shilpaka-
la Vedika, Hydera ba 
d. Narasaraopet MLA 
Dr. Chadalawada Ara-
vinda Babu attended 
as a chief  guest and 
urged corporate lead-
ers to actively con-
tribute to social wel-
fare and local devel 
opment through CSR 
initiatives.Address-
ing the gathering, Dr. 
Aravinda Babu stat-
ed that CSR is not jus 
t a legal mandate bu t 
a moral obligation of  
every business leader 
toward society. 

He emphasized th 
at companies should 
focus on environmen-
tal protection, em-
ployee welfare, trans-
parency, and effective 
CSR fund utilization. 
“Every business en-
terprise must con-
tribute at least two 
percent of  its profits 
to CSR activities that 
directly benefit the 
people and protect 
the future of  our soci-
ety,” the MLA said. 
Highlighting the de-
velopment needs of  
Narasaraopet con-

stituency, he pointed 
out key areas such as 
roads, education, he 
althcare, irrigation, 
and women empo 
werment. 

 He appealed to cor-
porate organizations 
and NGOs to collabo-
rate more closely to 
bring tangible im-
provements in rural 
areas. “If  CSR repre-
sentatives visit Nar-
asaraopet and under-
stand local needs, 
joint projects can be 
initiated that will 
double the social im-
pact,” he added.The 
summit, organized 
by Prateek Founda-
tion and CSR. 

Now, brought to-
gether over 1,500 cor-
porate leaders, CSR 
professionals, policy-
makers, and NGOs. 
Discussions centered 
on sustainable devel-
opment, social inno-
vation, and collabora-
tive partnerships 
aimed at making CSR 
more impactful acro 
ss South India. Dur-
ing the event, Dr. Ara-
vinda Babu held dis-
cussions with several 
dignitaries, includ-
ing Haryana Gover-
nor Bandaru Dat-
tatreya, on enhancing 
public-private coop-
eration for commu-
nity welfare and re-
gional growth.
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Sattenapalli (Palnadu 

district): Sattenapalli 
MLA Kanna Lakshmi-
narayana inaugurated a 
cotton procurement cen 
ter on Wednesday at the 
Lakshmi Cotton Trading 
Company, set up under 
the Agricultural Market 
Committee’s allocation 
for ginning mills in the 
town. The facility will fa-
cilitate direct purchase 
of  cotton from farmers 
without intermediaries. 
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Agricultural Marke 
t Yard Chairperson Ko-
matineni Shobharani 
said the central govern-
ment has fixed the Mini-
mum Support Price for 
the 2025–26 season at Rs 
8,110 per quintal as per 
the Cotton Corporation 
of  India (CCI). 

She advised farmers to 
sell their produce direct-
ly at government-noti-
fied centers and avoid 
middlemen to get better 
returns.Later, address-

ing participants at the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (PMAY) house in-
auguration program, 
MLA Kanna Lakshmi-
narayana said that due to 
the foresight of  Chief  
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, three lakh hou 
ses were completed with-
in sixteen months and 
handed over to the poor. 

He said the govern-
ment took up constructio 
n on a war footing imme-
diately after assuming 
office and completed the 
pending houses swiftly.
Kanna recalled that dur-
ing 2014–19, under the T 
IDCO and other housing 
schemes, 12 lakh houses 
were built for the poor. 
Criticizing former Chief  
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, he alleged 
that Jagan had stalled th 
e housing projects, with-
held Rs 920 crore dues to 
NTR Rural Housing ben-
eficiaries, and conducted 
incomplete house inau-
gurations without pro-

viding basic infrastructu 
re such as water, drain-
age, roads, and electri 
city. The current coali-
tion government, he add-
ed, is providing all essen-
tial amenities along with 
the new houses. He de-
scribed the ongoing Inte-
grated Housing Develop-
ment Program as anot 
her milestone, ensuring 
that even poorer families 
live in comfortable dwell-
ings. The government ha 
s decided to allot 3 cents 
of  land per family in ru-
ral areas and 2 cents in 
urban areas. Those who 
already own land but can 
not afford to build hous-
es will also receive gov-

ernment assistance. For 
the lower-middle-income 
group, Rs 4 lakh financia 
l aid is being offered, wit 
h a 40% contribution fro 
m the state and 60% from 
the central government.

The MLA reiterated 
that the government aim 
s to provide a permanent 
house to every eligible fa 
mily by 2029. He accused 
the previous administra-
tion of  large-scale cor-
ruption in sand supply, 
land purchases for lay-
outs, and misuse of  pub-
lic funds estimated at 
over Rs 7,500 crore.Later, 
Kanna Lakshminaraya-
na inaugurated the new-
ly constructed village 
secretariat building at 
Bhattalur in Sattenapalli 
rural mandal, built at a 
cost of  Rs 40 lakh, and lai 
d the foundation stone fo 
r a new health center es-
timated at Rs 36 lakh. Lo-
cal leaders, officials, and 
party workers partici-
pated in the programs.

TPN Bureau | Nov 12
Palnadu district, Chi 

lakaluripet (TPN): Dis-
trict Collector Kritika 
Shukla conducted an on-
site inspection of  la nds 
allotted to the And hra 
Pradesh Mineral Devel-
opment Corporation (AP 
MDC) at Yadavalli vil-
lage in Chilakaluripet 
mandal on Wednesday. 
The visit aimed to revie 
w records, verify land al-
lotment details, and as-
sess the current condi-
tion and usage of  the as-
signed plots.

Accompanied by Rev-
enue Divisional Officer 
Hemalatha, Chilakalu 
ripet Tahsildar Sheikh 
Hussain, surveyors, and 
senior officials from con-

cerned departments, the 
Collector inspected the 
APMDC-assigned lands 
in detail. Officials bri 
efed her on the extent of  
the land, survey number 
s, and boundary demar-
cations, as well as the 
present utilization sta-
tus.During the inspecti 
on, the Collector review 
ed revenue documents 
and maps related to the 
allotment. She inquired 
about the process fol-
lowed in identifying and 
allocating the land to AP-
MDC and sought clarity 
on any disputes or encr 
oachments. 

Emphasizing the im-
portance of  maintaining 
accurate and updated 
land records, she direct-

ed the revenue staff  to 
ensure that all relevant 
details are digitized and 
promptly reflected in of-
ficial databases. Collec-
tor Shukla instructed th 
e officials to safeguard 
government land from 
unauthorized occupa-

tion and to monitor its 
usage closely. She stress 
ed that lands assigned 
for industrial and devel-
opmental purposes such 
as those of  APMDC must 
be utilized strictly accor 
ding to the stated objec-
tives, contributing to the 

state’s mineral resource 
management and eco-
nomic growth.She also 
highlighted the need for 
environmental responsi-
bility in all mining-relat-
ed activities. 

While interacting with 
APMDC representatives, 
the Collector asked for a 
comprehensive report on 
their operations, enviro 
nmental impact, and fu-
ture development plans. 
She reiterated that the 
administration would 
extend support for legiti-
mate industrial expan-
sion but would not toler-
ate misuse or neglect of  
public assets.Later, the 
Collector advised the 
mandal and revenue of-
ficers to conduct fre-

quent reviews to prevent 
irregularities and direct-
ed them to resolve any 
pending land record is-
sues within a stipulated 
time frame. 

The inspection, ac-
cording to officials, is 
part of  the district ad-
ministration’s broader 
initiative to streamline 
land management sys-
tems and ensure trans-
parency in public asset 
utilization.The visit con-
cluded with the Collector 
emphasizing coordina-
tion among the APMDC, 
revenue, and survey de-
partments to maintain 
accurate information 
and accountability over 
allotted lands in the 
district.

Illegal Layouts, Fake Files Tarnish RUDA’s Image

MLA Kanna Slams Jagan for Stalling Projects, Hails PMAY Push

MLA Seeks CSR 
Push for Palnadu 
Growth at 
Hyderabad Summit

YSRCP Alleges Rs 10,000 Crore Scam 
in Medical College Privatization

Ensure No Encroachment on Govt Land: Collector to Officials

Alliance Govt 
Fulfilling 

Poor’s Housing 
Dreams: MLA 

Julakanti



06 www.truepointnews.com

OPINION
HYDERABAD, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER, 13.11.2025

Trump’s Nuclear Testing Post 
Sparks Debate Amid Asia Tour

U.S. President Donald Trump em-
barked on his three-nation Asia tour, 
he stirred controversy with a star-
tling post on Truth Social. In a mes-
sage described as “disjointed and 
dangerous,” Trump called for the re-
sumption of  nuclear testing, claim-
ing it was necessary to bring the U.S. 
“to the same level as China and Rus-
sia.” He then continued with a series 
of  rants and tangents, leaving many 
observers puzzled about the ration-
ale behind the statement.

Experts note that nuclear testing 
itself  is unlikely to trigger immedi-
ate fear or a new arms race. Both 
Russia and China have substantial 
nuclear arsenals and resources, 
meaning a U.S. resumption of  testing 
would not dramatically alter global 
power dynamics. Nevertheless, the 
post  has reignited debates over 
Trump’s approach to international 
relations and nuclear policy.

Political analysts suggest that 
such statements may be part of  a 
broader pattern in Trump’s commu-
nication style. By posting provoca-
tive messages on social media plat-

forms like Truth Social, he keeps the 
public and international observers 
guessing about his intentions. This 
unpredictability can amplify atten-
tion on his actions while also creat-
i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  d i p l o m at i c 
circles.

The Asia tour, which is still ongo-
ing, is expected to cover key geopo-
litical topics, including trade, secu-
rity, and regional alliances. Trump’s 
recent posts have raised questions 
about whether his personal messag-
ing might overshadow official diplo-
matic discussions or send mixed sig-
nals to allies and adversaries.

While nuclear testing remains a 
sensitive issue, experts emphasize 
that the practical impact of  one 
country resuming tests is limited in 
today’s strategic environment. The 
focus now is on monitoring both the 
Asia tour outcomes and the continu-
ing flow of  statements from Trump’s 
social media activity.

The unfolding scenario under-
scores the challenges of  navigating 
international diplomacy amid unpre-
dictable political communication.

The Global Phenomenon of 
“6-7” Captivates Gen Alpha

A curious cultural phe-
nomenon has swept across 
social media and class-
rooms worldwide: the vi-
ral term “6-7”. Named Dic-
tionary.com’s Word of  the 
Year 2025, “6-7” is neither 
a word nor a number in 
the conventional sense. Its 
appeal lies in its ambigui-
ty, acting as a universal 
gesture of  indifference, 
i r o n y,  o r  p l a y f u l 
engagement.

Originating from rapper 
Skrilla’s 2024 track ‘Doot 
Doot (6 7)’, the term quick-
ly transcended music. 
Fans speculated wildly 
about its meaning—from a 
reference to Philadel-
phia’s 67th Street to a sym-
bolic nod to transforma-
tion—but its true power is 
that it has no fixed defini-
tion. Its viral rise was am-
plified when NBA star La-
M e l o  B a l l  a p p e a r e d 
mouthing the phrase, giv-
ing it a visual and numeri-
cal context, followed by 
“67 Kid,” a child whose en-
thusiastic chant and hand 
g e s t u re s  t u r n e d  t h e 
phrase into a global meme.

The term has become a 
generational inside joke, 
especially among Gen Al-
pha. It functions as a 
“shibboleth,” creating in-
stant solidarity among 
those who understand it 
while baffling older gen-
erations. Teachers world-
wide report disruptions in 
classrooms, with students 
breaking into coordinated 
chants of  “six!” followed 
by “seven!”—a playful rit-
ual of  participation and 
rebellion against conven-
tional instruction.

“6-7” exemplifies the 
performative nature of  
moder n language. Its 
meaning is less in words 

and more in gesture, tone, 
and timing. It demon-
strates how linguistic cre-
ativity now thrives on re-
contextualization rather 
than invention. Numbers 
stripped of  arithmetic val-
ue become tools for hu-
mor, social bonding, and 
digital virality. The phrase 
has spread international-
ly, from classrooms in 
Michigan to boat races in 
Malaysia, demonstrating 
how English serves as the 
lingua franca of  global 
meme culture.

Sociologically, “6-7” sig-
nals the evolving dynam-
ics of  digital globaliza-
t i o n .  T h e  p h r a s e 
leverages content from 
American hip-hop and 
NBA culture but tran-
scends borders through 
platforms like TikTok, 
creating a shared, plane-
tary experience. For chil-
dren, replying “6-7” is not 
failure to communicate; 
it is a demonstration of  
independence, algorith-
mic literacy, and playful 
resistance to defined 
meaning.

Though ephemeral—
likely to be replaced by 
the next viral sequence in 
months—“6-7” stands as a 
six-foot-seven monument 
to modern communica-
tion, celebrating absurd-
ity, creativity, and the col-
lective joy of  nonsensical 
expression. For now, it is 
a reminder that language 
is as much about connec-
tion and belonging as it is 
about definition.

Next time someone 
asks how you are, try it: a 
straight face, a gentle 
hand wobble, and a soft: 
“6-7 .”  I f  they laugh, 
you’re in. If  not, welcome 
to the mystery.

AI and Capitalism Threaten the Middle Class

The middle class, long con-
sidered the backbone of  mod-
ern societies, is facing an ex-
istential crisis as artificial 
intelligence (AI) and capital-
ist priorities reshape the 
workforce. According to ex-
perts, corporate strategies 
are increasingly sidelining 
middle-tier employees, signal-
ing a profound structural 
shift in employment.

Middle-class workers—de-
fined broadly as white-collar 
professionals, managers, and 
skilled technicians—are now 
considered expendable. Cor-
porates have realized that lay-
ing off  a single manager often 
saves more than retrenching 
multiple blue-collar workers, 

due to the higher salaries and 
associated benefits of  middle-
tier employees. This cost-ben-
efit logic, amplified by AI and 
automation, is reshaping hir-
ing and retention strategies 
across industries.

AI is a key driver in this 
transformation. Advanced al-
gorithms and machine learn-
ing tools can now perform 
tasks previously reserved for 
mid-level professionals, in-
cluding data analysis, finan-
cial modeling, customer sup-
p o r t ,  a n d  e v e n 
decision-making processes. 
While automation has long 
replaced routine blue-collar 
jobs, it is now encroaching 
into sectors once considered 

secure. AI not only boosts ef-
ficiency but also allows com-
panies to reduce headcount 
and overhead costs, further 
marginalizing the middle 
class.

The economic rationale is 
stark: corporations prioritize 
profit maximization over job 
preservation. The pandemic 
and subsequent technological 
acceleration have taught 
firms that they can maintain 
productivity while trimming 
middle management, leaving 
the traditional middle class 
increasingly vulnerable. The 
social consequences, howev-
er, are severe. A shrinking 
middle class threatens eco-
nomic stability, consumer 

spending, and societal cohe-
sion, as the gap between the 
affluent and the working poor 
widens.

Experts warn that without 
intervention, this trend will 
continue. Some suggest re-
training programs, progres-
sive taxation, and stronger 
labor protections to preserve 
middle-class relevance. Yet, 
corporate incentives remain 
aligned with automation and 
downsizing, making systemic 
change difficult.

The disappearance of  the 
middle class is not just an eco-
nomic issue—it is a cultural 
and social one. Historically, 
this group has provided sta-
bility, innovation, and civic 

engagement. Its erosion may 
alter not only the labor mar-
ket but also the fabric of  dem-
ocratic societies.

In summary, AI and modern 
capitalist strategies are re-
shaping employment in ways 
that threaten the middle 
class’s survival. Companies 
are finding it more cost-effec-
tive to automate roles and 
eliminate mid-tier positions, 
leaving traditional safe-
guards for the middle class 
increasingly obsolete. Unless 
proactive policies are adopt-
ed, this trend may redefine 
the very structure of  modern 
economies, leaving millions 
of  middle-class professionals 
in a precarious position.

Bangladesh Faces Banking Crisis 
Amid NPL Surge

Bangladesh, once hailed as one 
of  Asia’s fastest-growing econo-
mies, is grappling with its “weak-
est banking system in the re-
gion,” according to the Asian 
Development Bank’s 2025 report. 
By December 2024, non-perform-
ing loans (NPLs) accounted for 
20.2 percent of  total loans (Tk 
3,45,765 crore), the highest in 
South Asia, rising further to 27.09 
percent (Tk 5,30,428 crore) by 
June 2025. In comparison, India’s 
NPL ratio was 2.5 percent, and 
Pakistan’s 6.3 percent.

Experts cite a combination of  
decades-long financial indisci-
pline, political turmoil, and poor 
governance for the crisis. Econo-
mist Mustafizur Rahman noted 
that politicians and business 
elites exploited the banking sys-

tem, overstating collateral and 
siphoning funds abroad, leaving 
banks with virtually worthless 
assets. The problem intensified 
under the Yunus administration, 
when NPLs nearly doubled in a 
year, and persisted despite re-
forms initiated after the fall of  
the Hasina government in 2024.

Bangladesh Bank has respond-
ed with a tight monetary policy, a 
flexible exchange rate, and sweep-
ing reforms. The Bank Resolu-
tion Ordinance (BRO) 2025 grants 
the central bank authority to re-
structure or close failing institu-
tions, while new loan classifica-
tion rules  and Risk-Based 
Supervision aim to improve over-
sight. Five struggling Islamic 
banks are set to merge into a sin-
gle state-owned institution to pre-

vent systemic collapse.
Despite these measures, pri-

vate sector investment remains 
stagnant at historic lows, con-
strained by high interest rates, 
political uncertainty, and cau-
tious lending. Public sector cred-
it growth is high, reflecting gov-
ernment borrowing needs, but 
banks’ excess liquidity and low 
deposit growth indicate weak pri-
vate confidence. Analysts warn 
that the capital shortfall across 24 
scheduled banks threatens finan-
cial stability, with state-owned 
banks holding 42.8 percent of  
loans as non-performing.

Signs of  stabilisation have 
emerged. Inflation has moderated 
to around 8.3 percent, the taka 
has steadied at Tk 122 per dollar, 
foreign reserves exceed $31 bil-

lion, and GDP growth is projected 
near 5 percent for FY25. However, 
economists stress that long-term 
recovery will require sustained 
reforms, political stability, and 
improved corporate governance.

“The Bangladesh economy is 
moving forward, but it will take 
four to five years to stabilise the 
financial sector fully,” said Rah-
man. He emphasized that conti-
nuity in reforms, combined with 
stable governance, is essential for 
economic recovery and investor 
confidence.

Bangladesh now faces a criti-
cal test: restoring trust, restruc-
turing institutions, and ensur-
i n g  t h a t  p a s t  f i n a n c i a l 
mismanagement does not under-
mine the country’s hard-won 
growth gains.
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PM Modi Inaugurates Kalachakra ‘Wheel 
Of Time’ In Presence Of Bhutan King

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

On the second day of  
h i s  v i s i t  t o  B h u t a n , 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated 
the sacred Kalachakra 
‘Wheel of  Time,’ mark-
ing the commencement 
of  the Kalachakra Em-
power ment as part of  
the ongoing Global Peace 
Prayer  Fest ival .  T he 
event was attended by 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck, the King of  
Bhutan, and presided 
over by Je Khenpo, the 

Chief  Abbot of  Bhutan.
Sharing pictures of  

the ceremony on X, PM 
Modi described the event 
a s  a  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t 
brings to gether Bud-
dhist devotees and schol-
ars from Bhutan. “Had 
the honour of  inaugurat-
ing K�lacakra ‘Wheel of  
T i m e ’  E m p owe r m e n t 
with His Majesty Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck, the King of  Bhu-
tan and His Holiness the 
Je Khenpo, which made 
it even more special,” he 

wrote.
The Kalachakra Em-

powerment is a ritual of  
immense cultural and 
spiritual significance for 
Buddhists globally.  It 
forms a key part of  the 
Global Peace Prayer Fes-
tival, which aims to fos-
ter peace and spiritual 
harmony while celebrat-
ing Buddhist traditions.

A day prior, PM Modi 
joined the Bhutanese 
King to seek blessings 
from the Holy Relics of  
Lord Buddha at Thim-

phu’s Tashichhodzong. 
The relics, enshrined at 
the Grand Kuenrey Hall, 
were sent from India as a 
special gesture to com-
memorate the Fourth 
King of  Bhutan’s 70th 
b i r t h d a y  a n d  t h e 
festival.

The Prime Minister 
also took part in the cel-
ebrations marking the 
70th birth anniversary 
of  Bhutan’s Fourth King, 
underscoring the centu-
ries -old  cultural  and 
spiritual ties between In-

dia and Bhutan.
PM Modi’s participa-

tion in these ceremonies 
highlights India’s endur-
ing cultural, spiritual, 
a n d  p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e 
connections with Bhu-
tan, reinforcing the Him-
alayan nation as a key 
partner in the region. 
The visit reflects both 
countries’ commitment 
to strengthening diplo-
matic and cultural rela-
tions while honoring 
shared traditions and 
values.

Jaishankar Meets Anita Anand at G7, Seeks to 
Rebuild India-Canada Ties

TPN Correspondent | Patna

External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar met his 
Canadian counterpart, 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Anita Anand, on the side-
lines of  the G7 foreign 
ministers’ meeting in Nia-
gara, Canada, emphasiz-
ing the need to strengthen 
bilateral relations be-
tween the two nations.

In a post on social me-
dia, Mr. Jaishankar con-
gratulated Ms. Anand for 
successfully hosting the 
G7 foreign ministers’ gath-
ering and expressed ap-
preciation for the progress 
made in implementing the 
New Roadmap 2025, a stra-
tegic plan aimed at en-
hancing India-Canada 
ties. He highlighted the 
commitment of  both coun-
tries to further rebuilding 
and expanding their part-
nership across multiple 
sectors.

This meeting comes a 
month after Ms. Anand 
visited India,  during 
which both nations un-
veiled the ambitious road-
map focusing on key areas 

such as trade, critical min-
erals, energy, and techno-
logical collaboration. The 
roadmap aims to deepen 
cooperation, facilitate in-
vestments, and strengthen 
economic and strategic 

ties between India and 
Canada.

During the discussions 
at the G7 sidelines, the 
ministers reviewed ongo-
ing initiatives and ex-
plored opportunities to 

boost collaboration in ar-
eas of  mutual interest. 
The talks are seen as part 
of  broader efforts to reset 
and revitalise India-Cana-
da relations, which have 
been steadily growing in 

recent years through dip-
lomatic, economic, and 
cultural engagements.

The meeting under-
scores the importance 
both countries place on 
dialogue and partnership 
within global forums like 
the G7, reflecting shared 
priorities on economic de-
velopment, sustainability, 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
cooperation.

By engaging at such 
high-level platforms, India 
and Canada aim to consol-
idate their bilateral ties, 
address emerging global 
challenges, and create new 
avenues for collaboration 
in trade, technology, and 
strategic sectors.

This interaction be-
tween Jaishankar and 
Anand marks a significant 
step in sustaining momen-
tum in India-Canada rela-
tions and implementing 
initiatives outlined in the 
New Roadmap 2025.

Tags: India, Canada, S. 
J a i s h a n k a r,  A n i t a 
Anand, G7, Bilateral Re-
lations, Trade, New Road-
map 2025

J&K Police Raid Over 200 Locations In Crackdown 
On Jamaat-e-Islami

TPN Correspondent | Kolkata

Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, along with other 
security forces, carried 
out extensive operations 
against banned Jamaat-
e-Islami (JeI) cadres in 
the Valley following the 
deadly terror blast in 
Delhi that killed eight 
people. Authorities said 
the crackdown aims to 
dismantle terrorist net-

wo rk s  a n d  c u r b  t h e 
ground-level influence 
of  JeI.

Police in Kulgam dis-
trict conducted coordi-
nated raids at over 200 
locations, targeting the 
homes and premises of  
JeI members and associ-
ates. Over the past four 
days, more than 400 Cor-
don and Search Opera-
tions (CASOs) have been 

conducted in areas previ-
ously associated with 
militant activity and 
Over Ground Workers 
(OGWs).

In Sopore,  security 
forces carried out raids 
across multiple locations 
in Sopore, Zaingeer, and 
Rafiabad, focusing on in-
dividuals and premises 
linked to JeI, which has 
been banned under the 

Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA). Sig-
nificant quantities of  in-
criminating material, 
including documents, 
d i g i t a l  g a d g e t s ,  a n d 
printed content connect-
ed to the organisation, 
were seized. Several indi-
viduals are being ques-
tioned in connection 
with unlawful activities.

Anantnag police re-

ported that around 500 
individuals connected to 
banned organisations, 
including JeI, as well as 
relatives of  J&K natives 
operating from Pakistan 
(JKNOPs), have been in-
terrogated. Many have 
been detained under pre-
ventive laws and shifted 
to District Jail Mattan.

In Shopian district, 
searches targeted the 
residences of  JeI activ-
ists, including those of  
Dr.  Hameed Fayaz at 
Naidgam and Moham-
mad Yousuf  Falahie at 
Chitragam. Investiga-
t ions are  ongoing to 
trace wider networks al-
l e g e d l y  s u p p o r t i n g 
terrorism.

Authorities said intel-
l igence suggests  that 
the Delhi blast, linked 
to Dr. Mohd Umar, may 
have been part of  a larg-
er module intending to 
carry out a major terror 
strike. Security forces 
continue to tighten sur-
veillance and conduct 
operations to prevent 
any resurgence of  JeI-
related activities in the 
region.

India Rejects Pakistan 
PM’s Allegations After 

Islamabad Terror Attack

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India on Tuesday 
strongly dismissed as 
baseless the allegations 
made by Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif  linking a recent ter-
ror attack in Islamabad 
to New Delhi. The Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry de-
scribed the claims as a 
“predictable tactic” by 
Pakistan’s leadership to 
create false narratives.

The comments from 
India came in response 
to the suicide attack on 
Monday outside a court 
in the Pakistani capital, 
which claimed the lives 
of  12 people. In the after-
math, PM Sharif  ac-
cused groups “active 
with Indian support” of  
o r c h e s t r a t i n g  t h e 
attack.

External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Ran-

dhir Jaiswal said the in-
ternational community 
is well aware of  the real-
ity and will not be mis-
led by Pakistan’s “des-
perate” ploys. He termed 
the allegations as an at-
tempt by the “delirious” 
Pakistani leadership to 
divert attention from its 
own internal security 
failures.

India has consistently 
highlighted that it con-
demns terrorism in all 
forms and has repeated-
ly urged Pakistan to 
take concrete steps 
against terror groups 
operating from its soil. 
The MEA reiterated that 
blaming India for inci-
dents within Pakistan is 
both baseless and coun-
terproductive to region-
al peace and stability.

The suicide attack in 
Islamabad drew wide-

spread condemnation 
from across the globe, 
with authorities focus-
ing on securing the area 
and investigating the 
perpetrators. Security 
officials in Pakistan 
continue to probe the at-
tack, while Indian offi-
cials stressed that link-
i n g  I n d i a  t o  s u c h 
incidents undermines 
genuine efforts to fight 
terrorism.

This latest exchange 
between the two coun-
tries underscores the 
ongoing tensions and 
mistrust in bilateral re-
lations, especially re-
garding cross-border se-
curity issues and the 
fight against terrorism.

Tags: India, Pakistan, 
Shehbaz Sharif, Islama-
bad, Terror Attack, 
MEA, Randhir Jaiswal, 
Bilateral Tensions

Bihar Records Highest 
Voter Turnout Since 

1951 at 67%

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Bihar witnessed its 
highest voter turnout 
since 1951, with nearly 
67% of  voters casting 
their ballots in the two-
phase Assembly elec-
tions, the Election Com-
mission of  India (ECI) 
announced. This marks 
a significant rise of  
9.6% compared to the 
p r e v i o u s  s t a t e 
elections.

According to  ECI 
data, 62.8% of  men and 
71.6% of  women partici-
pated in the polls, re-
flecting strong engage-
ment across gender 
lines. The higher turn-
out comes amid intense 
political campaigns by 
both ruling and opposi-
tion parties, highlight-
ing the electorate’s en-
thusiasm in shaping the 
state’s political future.

The Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) expressed 
confidence following 
the polling, claiming it 
would “break the record 
of  the 2010 election re-
sults.” Meanwhile, op-
position parties sug-
gested a wave in their 
favor,  urging par ty 
workers to remain vigi-
l a n t  a g a i n s t  “ vo t e 
thieves” and ensure a 
fair counting process.

Long queues were 
seen across rural and 
urban constituencies 
on the final day of  vot-
ing, as citizens turned 
out in large numbers 
despite logistical chal-
lenges. Election offi-
cials noted that the high 
turnout is indicative of  
the public’s keen inter-
est in the state’s govern-
ance and development 
priorities.

Political analysts say 
the increased participa-

tion could significantly 
influence the outcome, 
making the election 
highly competitive. The 
final results are expect-
ed to be closely watched, 
as they may reshape Bi-
har’s political land-
scape and determine 
the ruling coalition for 
the next five years.

The Bihar Assembly 
elections this year have 
also highlighted the 
growing role of  women 
voters, whose turnout 
exceeded that of  men by 
nearly 9 percentage 
points. Observers be-
lieve this could be a de-
cisive factor in several 
key constituencies.

The state now awaits 
the counting of  votes, 
which will determine 
which party or alliance 
secures the mandate to 
gover n Bihar in the 
coming term.
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“New York Will Turn Into Mumbai”: Real Estate 
Billionaire On Mamdani’s Win

TPN Correspondent |  New 
York City 

Real estate billion-
aire Barry Sternlicht 
has warned that New 
York City could face a 
“really tough time” un-
der mayor-elect Zohran 
Mamdani, comparing 
the potential economic 
fallout of  his policies to 
turning the city “into 
Mumbai.”

Speaking to CNBC, 
the Starwood Capital 
Group CEO criticized 
the Democratic social-
ist’s proposed housing 
and social welfare re-
forms, claiming they 
could drive up costs 
and destabilize the real 
estate market. Sternli-
cht’s comments come 
after Mamdani’s sweep-
ing victory, where he 
won four out of  five 
boroughs to become 
New York’s first Mus-
lim and South Asian-
origin mayor.

Mamdani’s campaign 
promises include rent 
freezes in rent-stabi-
lized apartments, free 
bus services, universal 
childcare for children 
aged six months to five 

years, and city-owned 
grocery stores in each 
borough. While his sup-
porters hail these as 
progressive reforms, 
business leaders like 
Sternlicht argue they 
could worsen the city’s 
economic challenges.

“Every project in 

New York has to go un-
ion, and it’s super ex-
pensive. It leads to ex-
t r e m e l y  c o s t l y 
housing,” Sternlicht 
said, blaming trade un-
ions for stifling devel-
opment and making 
blue states “difficult to 
add supply of  housing 

to.”
Criticizing Mamda-

ni’s rent policies, he 
added, “If  tenants don’t 
pay and can’t be evict-
ed, it creates a domino 
e f f e c t — e ve n t u a l l y 
you’ll turn New York 
City into Mumbai.”

The billionaire also 

raised concerns over 
public safety, referenc-
ing Mamdani’s earlier 
stance on “Defund the 
Police.” He warned 
that reduced police 
support could drive 
families away and 
h a r m  t h e  c i t y ’ s 
stability.

Despite the backlash, 
Mamdani maintains 
that his administration 
will prioritize housing 
access, social equity, 
and affordability—an 
agenda that continues 
to polarize New York-
ers across economic 
and political lines.

Bangladesh on High Alert Ahead of 
Sheikh Hasina Tribunal Verdict Date

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Dhaka

Bangladesh has been 
placed on high alert as 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) 
prepares to announce 
on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, the date of  its 
verdict in the case 
against former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na. The charges against 
her include crimes 
against humanity and 
murder related to the 
July 2024 uprising that 
led to her government’s 
ouster.

Security forces, in-
cluding the army and 
police, have been de-
p l oye d  a c ro s s  t h e 
country, particularly 
at airports and key 
government installa-
tions, as tensions esca-
late ahead of  the an-
n o u n c e m e n t .  T h e 
Bangladesh Awami 
League (AL) has called 
f o r  a  n a t i o n w i d e 
dawn-to-dusk lock-
down on Thursday, 
urging supporters to 

participate in peaceful 
demonstrations.

Following the ban on 
Awami League activi-
ties by the interim gov-
ernment led by Nobel 
laureate Muhammad 

Yunus, party leaders 
have been using social 
media to coordinate the 
programme from un-
disclosed locations. In 
recent days, incidents 
of  vehicle arson and 

crude bomb explosions 
have been reported in 
various regions, includ-
ing Dhaka, heightening 
fears of  unrest.

Police have launched 
extensive operations to 

arrest AL leaders and 
activists, while securi-
ty checkpoints and ve-
hicle inspections have 
been established in ma-
jor cities to maintain 
order. Meanwhile, Awa-

mi League supporters 
have been holding flash 
ral l ies  demanding 
Hasina’s release and 
condemning the tribu-
nal proceedings.

The legal case stems 
from the July 2024 stu-
dent-led protests that 
toppled Hasina’s gov-
ernment, during which 
more than 1,400 people 
were killed, according 
to a United Nations re-
port. The former Prime 
Minister fled to India 
on August 5, 2024, after 
losing control of  the 
government.

Ironically, the ICT 
was originally estab-
lished by Hasina’s own 
administration to pros-
ecute 1971 Liberation 
War crimes. The cur-
rent interim govern-
ment has amended the 
tribunal’s legal frame-
work to bring charges 
against her. Testimo-
nies in the case are 
complete, and the tribu-
nal will announce the 
v e r d i c t  d a t e  o n 
Thursday.

PM Modi Returns After Bhutan Visit, Says Outcomes Will 
Strengthen Ties 

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   
Bhutan, 

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi returned 
t o  N e w  D e l h i  o n 
Wednesday after com-
pleting a successful 
two-day state visit to 
B h u t a n ,  a i m e d  a t 
deepening the long-
standing partnership 
between the two Hima-
layan neighbours.

Before de par ting 
from Thimphu, the 
Prime Minister shared 
a post on X, expressing 
heartfelt gratitude to 
the people and Govern-
ment of  Bhutan for 
their hospitality. “My 
visit to Bhutan has tak-
en place when the peo-
ple of  this nation are 
marking several land-
mark programmes... 
The outcomes in sec-
tors like energy, health-
care, and connectivity 
will add momentum to 
our bilateral partner-
ship,” he wrote.

In a warm gesture, 
King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck 
personally accompa-
nied Prime Minister 
Modi to the airport for 

his departure. “I am 
grateful to His Majesty 
the King of  Bhutan for 
coming to the airport 
as I board for Delhi,” 
Modi said.

During the visit, 
Prime Minister Modi 
held comprehensive 
talks with the King of  
Bhutan, the Fourth 
Druk Gyalpo Jigme 

Singye Wangchuck, 
and Prime Minister 
Tshering Tobgay, fo-
cusing on enhancing 
cooperation in energy, 
connectivity, trade, 

technology, and people-
to-people exchanges.

A major highlight 
of  the trip was the 
joint inauguration of  
the 1,020 MW Punat-

sangchhu-II  Hydro-
e l e c t r i c  P ro j e c t ,  a 
landmark in India-
Bhutan energ y col-
laboration. The two 
s i d e s  a l s o  a n -
nounced new initia-
t ives  in  renewable 
energ y,  healthcare, 
a n d  c r o s s - b o r d e r 
infrastructure.

Prime Minister Modi 
participated in the 70th 
birth anniversary cel-
ebrations of  the Fourth 
D r u k  G ya l p o  a n d 
joined the Bhutanese 
l e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h e 
Kalachakra “Wheel of  
Time” empowerment 
ceremony in Thimphu, 
attended by over 30,000 
devotees as part of  the 
Global Peace Prayer 
Festival 2025.

Reaffirming India’s 
support for Bhutan’s 
13th Five Year Plan 
and the King’s Gele-
phu Mindfulness City 
initiative, PM Modi 
emphasized that the 
visit reflects the en-
during friendship and 
shared cultural values 
that continue to de-
fine the India-Bhutan 
relationship.

Trump Hosts Syrian 
President at White 

House

TPN Correspondent | Gaza

Israel has reopened the Zikim 
Crossing in northern Gaza to al-
low the entry of  humanitarian 
aid trucks into the war-torn en-
clave, the Israeli defense body 
COGAT (Coordinator of  Gov-
ernment Activities in the Terri-
t o r i e s )  a n n o u n c e d  o n 
Wednesday.

The reopening marks a signif-
icant development amid mount-
ing appeals from U.N. aid agen-
c i e s  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
organizations that have repeat-
edly called for improved access 
to the northern regions of  Gaza. 
The area has faced severe short-
ages of  food, medicine, and es-
sential supplies since the recent 
conflict and the subsequent Isra-
el-Hamas ceasefire last month.

COGAT stated that the deci-
sion aims to facilitate the deliv-
ery of  critical humanitarian as-
sistance, including food, medical 
supplies, and relief  materials, to 
civilians struggling in the devas-
tated northern districts. Images 
shared from the area showed 
trucks carrying sacks of  flour 
and other aid items crossing 
into Gaza, signaling the resump-

tion of  relief  efforts that had 
been halted for weeks.

The Zikim Crossing, located 
along the northern border of  
the enclave, has remained 
largely closed throughout 
much of  the conflict, forcing 
aid deliveries to enter primar-
ily through southern routes 
such as Kerem Shalom and Ra-
fah. U.N. officials have warned 
that continued restrictions in 
the north were exacerbating 
an already dire humanitarian 
crisis, with thousands of  dis-
placed families living in make-
shift shelters and struggling to 
access clean water and food.

Humanitarian agencies have 
welcomed the reopening as a 
positive step but emphasized 
that sustained and unrestrict-
ed access will be essential to 
meet the massive needs of  
Gaza’s population.

The move comes as interna-
tional pressure continues to 
mount on both Israel and Ha-
mas to maintain stability fol-
lowing the fragile ceasefire 
and to prioritize the welfare of  
c iv i l i a n s  c a u g h t  i n  t h e 
crossfire.

Israel Reopens Zikim 
Crossing to Allow Aid 
Into Northern Gaza

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
has indicated a softer approach 
toward H-1B visa reforms, rec-
ognizing the critical role of  
specialized foreign talent in 
maintaining America’s indus-
trial and technological edge.

During an interview with 
Fox News host Laura Ingra-
ham on Tuesday, Trump de-
fended the value of  skilled im-
migrant workers, noting that 
complex roles in sectors such 
as manufacturing and defense 
cannot be quickly filled by 
long-term unemployed Ameri-
cans without extensive train-
ing. “I agree, but you also have 
to bring this talent,” he said 
when asked about H-1B visa 
reforms.

Trump stressed that while he 
supports raising wages for 
American workers, the US still 
needs to import expertise to 
sustain key industries. He cit-
ed Georgia’s manufacturing 
sector as an example, where 
the removal of  skilled South 
Korean workers created chal-
lenges in producing high-tech 
products like batteries, which 
require extensive experience 
and safety knowledge.

Earlier in September, Trump 
signed a proclamation over-
hauling the H-1B visa process, 

imposing a sharp increase in 
fees from about USD 1,500 to 
USD 100,000 for new applica-
tions and lottery entries after 
September 21, 2025. Current 
visa holders and petitions filed 
b e f o r e  t h i s  d a t e  r e m a i n 
unaffected.

The President emphasized 
that certain specialized skills 
cannot be quickly learned by 
untrained workers. “You can’t 
take people off  the unemploy-
ment line and say, ‘I’m going to 
put you into a factory where 
we’re going to make missiles.’ 
It  doesn’t work that way,” 
Trump noted.

He also referenced recent 
ICE raids at a Hyundai plant in 
Georgia, highlighting the need 
for foreign expertise to train lo-
cal workers in complex manu-
facturing processes.

Trump’s remarks mark a sig-
nificant shift from his earlier 
hardline stance on foreign 
worker visas, signaling a more 
pragmatic recognition of  the 
importance of  skilled immi-
grants in sustaining US com-
petitiveness in high-tech and 
industrial sectors.

This pivot could influence 
ongoing debates over H-1B poli-
cies and the broader US ap-
proach to attracting global 
talent.
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Plastic Pipes Industry Faces FY25 Challenges, 
Eyes 10–12% Growth Ahead

India’s plastic pipes 
industry has faced sig-
nificant turbulence in 
FY25, struggling with 
subdued infrastructure 
investments, tight li-
quidity, and volatile raw 
material prices, accord-
ing to a report released 
by JM Financial. How-
ever, the industry re-
mains optimistic about 
its medium-term out-
look, supported by stabi-
lising input costs and 
sustained demand from 
key sectors.
Navigating a Tough 
Year

FY25 proved to be a 
challenging year for the 
sector. Plastic pipe man-
ufacturers—especially 
those reliant on PVC 
(polyvinyl chloride)—
had to deal with erratic 
pricing patterns. Global 
factors, such as sluggish 
construction activity in 
major markets like Chi-
na and developed econo-
mies, combined with a 
supply glut from large 
exporters like China, 
South Korea, and Tai-
wan, led to aggressive 
undercutting of  prices 
in the Indian market.

PVC, which consti-
tutes a major input cost 

f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y, 
dropped significantly 
over FY20–25, declining 
at a 4% CAGR, com-
pared to its long-term 
growth trend of  2% 
CAGR over the last 25 
years. After a prolonged 
downtrend, prices be-
gan to recover, rising by 
₹7/kg over the last 4–5 
months to reach ₹79/kg 
in Se ptember 2025. 
While this remains be-
low the FY22 peak, it 
marks a potential turn-

ing point for the sector.
Market Evolution and 
Future Drivers

Traditionally frag-
mented and focused 
heavily on agriculture, 
India’s plastic piping 
sector has evolved into 
a more organised eco-
system, addressing crit-
ical needs in water sup-
p l y,  p l u m b i n g , 
sanitation, and indus-
trial applications.

Despite current hur-

dles, long-term structur-
al drivers remain intact. 
Gover nment-backed 
programs like the Jal 
Jeevan Mission, Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, and 
Housing for All are ex-
pected to boost demand 
significantly, alongside 
growing agricultural 
a n d  r e p l a c e m e n t 
requirements.

JM Financial esti-
mates the Indian plastic 
piping market at ₹600–
650 billion, and forecasts 

a 10–12% CAGR growth 
between FY25 and FY30.
Policy and Regulatory 
Tailwinds

Industry experts be-
lieve upcoming policy 
measures may offer ad-
ditional support. The 
B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n 
Standards (BIS) is ex-
pected to implement 
quality control norms 
for PVC imports by De-
cember 2025,  which 
would restrict the in-

flux of  substandard 
foreign products and 
of fer  a  competitive 
e d g e  t o  d o m e s t i c 
manufacturers.

“Stabilising PVC pric-
es should restore dis-
tributor confidence, re-
duce inventory risks, 
and aid margin recov-
ery for organised play-
ers,” the report conclud-
ed, projecting a more 
stable and profitable 
path ahead for the 
sector.

SBI Bats for 25 bps Rate Cut Ahead 
of RBI Policy Meet

Ahead of  the Reserve Bank 
of  India’s (RBI) bi-monthly 
monetary policy announce-
ment on October 1, a State 
Bank of  India (SBI) research 
report has recommended a 25 
basis point (bps) rate cut, call-
ing it the “best possible op-

tion” in the current economic 
climate.

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC), chaired by RBI 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra, 
will begin its three-day meet-
ing on Monday, September 30, 
amid global economic uncer-

tainty, rising geopolitical ten-
sions, and the recent 50% tar-
iffs imposed by the US on 
Indian exports.

The SBI report argues that 
a modest rate cut would sup-
port domestic growth without 
stoking inflation, especially 

as headline CPI inflation re-
mains within the RBI’s com-
fort range. “A 25 bps cut would 
signal proactive policy sup-
port to insulate the economy 
from external shocks,” the re-
port said.

However, several other 

economists and analysts ex-
pect the RBI to maintain sta-
tus quo on the repo rate, cit-
ing concerns about volatile 
crude prices, geopolitical 
risks, and the weak rupee. 
Many believe the central 
bank will prefer to wait and 
watch, especially as the US 
Federal Reserve remains 
hawkish.

India’s repo rate currently 
stands at 6.50%, unchanged 
since February 2023. The cen-
tral bank has maintained a 
“withdrawal of  accommoda-
tion” stance, balancing infla-
tion control with the need to 
support growth.

A rate cut now, according to 
SBI, would also help ease bor-
rowing costs for businesses 
and consumers, just ahead of  
the festive season, potentially 
boosting consumption and 
credit demand.

The final decision will be 
announced by RBI on Wednes-
day, October 1, and will be 
closely watched by markets, 
banks, and industry stake-
holders for its signal on the 
direction of  monetary policy 
amid global uncertainty.

India’s Power Tools 
Market Set to Cross $3.8 

Billion by 2035

India’s power tools segment 
is projected to more than dou-
ble, reaching $3.8 billion by 
2035, growing at a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) 
of  7.8%, according to indus-
try experts and a recent study 
by IMARC Group.

The growth is being driven 
by massive government capi-
tal expenditure in infrastruc-
ture sectors such as roads, 
railways, airports, and hous-
ing, alongside increasing de-
mand from furniture manu-
facturing, the automotive 
aftermarket, and a rising Do-
It-Yourself  (DIY) culture.

To reduce reliance on im-
ports and tap into the grow-
ing demand, the Union Gov-
e r n m e n t  i s  a c t i v e l y 
encouraging domestic manu-
facturing, which is beginning 
to show results. Local manu-
facturers are gradually scal-
ing up production capacity in 
line with the “Make in India” 
initiative.

The broader hand tools, 
power tools, and fasteners 
market in India is also on an 
upward trajectory. The do-
mestic hand tools market, 
currently valued at $826 mil-

lion (2024), is expected to 
reach $1.22 billion by 2033, re-
flecting a CAGR of  4.1%, the 
IMARC study noted.

This surge is being attrib-
uted to the modernisation of  
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs), in-
creasing industrialisation, 
and strong aftermarket de-
mand. Moreover, with India’s 
booming construction and 
home improvement sectors, 
the need for efficient and 
cost-effective tools is only ex-
pected to grow.

Industry officials said that 
the DIY trend among urban 
consumers, especially in met-
ro cities, is also expanding 
the market for portable and 
battery-operated tools. E-
commerce platforms have 
further simplified access to 
such products, making them 
popular among younger, tech-
savvy users.

Experts believe that sus-
tained policy support, cou-
pled with infrastructure and 
industrial growth, will trans-
form India into a manufac-
turing and export hub for 
power tools over the next 
decade.

Govt to Borrow ₹6.77 Lakh Crore in H2, Holds 
Near FY26 Target

New Delhi: The cen-
tral government plans to 
borrow ₹6.77 lakh crore 
through dated securities 
in the second half  (H2) 
of  fiscal year 2025–26, 
aiming to stay close to 
its full-year borrowing 
goal. 

Having already bor-
rowed ₹7.95 lakh crore in 
H1, the Centre will re-
vise the total gross mar-
ket borrowing for FY26 
to ₹14.72 lakh crore, nar-
rowly lower than the 
original budgeted ₹14.82 
lakh crore. 

The shift is designed 
to balance fiscal disci-
pline with market stabil-
ity, despite increasing 
d e f e n c e  s p e n d i n g 
pressures. 

Officials say that the 
H2 borrowing will be 
conducted over 22 week-
ly tranches, each total-
ing ₹28,000–₹33,000 crore, 
and is scheduled to con-
clude by March 6, 2026. 
Of  the total,  ₹10,000 
crore is planned via sov-
ereign green bonds. 

In terms of  maturity 
composition, the share 
of  shorter-term papers 
(3–5 years) will be in-
creased to 19.9% (from 
15.9%), while the share 
of  longer-term papers 

(15–50 years) will fall 
from 51.8% to 43.7%. Me-
dium-term securities 
(7–10 years) will also see 
a rise to 36.5% from 
32.4%. 

The Centre reaffirmed 

its commitment to keep-
ing the fiscal deficit at 
4.4% of  GDP, compared 
to 4.8% in FY25. To man-
age liquidity mismatch-
es, the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI) has set the 

ways and means advanc-
es (WMA) limit for H2 at 
₹50,000 crore. 

Officials emphasise 
that despite uncertain-
ties—like US-imposed 
tariffs and defence ex-

penditure—the borrow-
ing plan remains pre-
dictable, aiming to avoid 
surprising the bond 
market and limit crowd-
ing out of  state and pri-
vate borrowing. 

India Becomes Top 
Expansion Market for 

APAC 3PL Firms 

India has emerged as the 
most-preferred expansion 
destination for third-party lo-
gistics (3PL) companies in 
the Asia-Pacific (APAC) re-
gion, according to a new re-
port released by CBRE on 
Sunday (September 28, 2025).

The study reveals that 
nearly 70% of  APAC-based 
3PL occupiers are planning 
to expand their footprint in 
India over the next two years. 
This marks the highest intent 
for expansion among all mar-
kets surveyed in the region.

CBRE attributed this grow-
ing interest to India’s rapidly 
developing infrastructure, 
digital transformation in 
supply chains, and the boom-
ing e-commerce sector. Other 
contributing factors include 
favourable government poli-
cies under initiatives such as 
PM Gati Shakti and National 
Logistics Policy, aimed at en-
hancing logistics efficiency 
and reducing operational 
costs.

“India’s position as a key 
supply chain hub is strength-
ening, driven by robust de-
mand from retail, e-com-
merce, manufacturing, and 

FMCG sectors,” said a senior 
CBRE analyst. “The country 
is now seen not only as a con-
sumption market but also as 
a strategic distribution and 
logistics hub.”

The report also highlighted 
a rise in Grade-A warehous-
ing demand, especially in 
Tier-1 cities like Delhi-NCR, 
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and 
Chennai. Tier-2 cities such as 
Lucknow, Coimbatore, and 
Indore are also gaining trac-
tion due to lower costs and 
improving connectivity.

India’s 3PL segment has 
seen double-digit annual 
growth in recent years, sup-
ported by increasing out-
sourcing of  logistics opera-
tions by major industries. 
With rising investments in 
automation, cold chain facili-
ties, and multi-modal logis-
tics parks, the sector is 
p o i s e d  f o r  s u s t a i n e d 
expansion.

CBRE expects the Indian 
logistics real estate market to 
outperfor m its regional 
counterparts in the medium 
term, reinforcing the coun-
try’s status as the logistics 
growth engine of  APAC.
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 Charlie Kirk’s Anti-India Visa Remark Resurfaces 
Amid H-1B Shakeup

C o n s e r vat ive  U S 
leader and staunch 
Trump supporter Char-
lie Kirk, who was shot 
dead on September 10 
in Utah, is back in the 
spotlight after his con-
troversial post on Indi-
ans and immigration 
resurfaced. Just days 
before his death, the 
31-year-old Turning 
Point USA founder de-
clared that America 
does not need more vi-
sas for Indians.

On Se ptember 2 , 
Kirk wrote on X that le-
gal immigration from 
India had displaced 
American workers 
more than any other, 
insisting that America 
was “full” and should 
put “its own people 
first.” His remarks 
were in response to 
Fox News host Laura 
Ingraham, who argued 
that any US trade deal 
with India would in-
vo l ve  m o re  v i s a s. 
Kirk’s post sparked 
backlash, with critics 
calling it xenophobic 
and damaging to inno-
vation and bilateral 
ties, since most Indi-

ans in the US migrate 
as skilled profession-
als in the tech sector.

The controversy has 
resurfaced now be-
cause former President 
Donald Trump, back in 
the headlines, has an-
n o u n c e d  swe e p i n g 
changes to the H-1B 

visa programme. From 
September 21, 2025, ap-
plicants will face an an-
nual $100,000 fee, a 
move expected to dras-
tically reduce Indian 
tech migration. The 
H-1B visa has long 
served as the backbone 
of  Silicon Valley’s 

workforce, powering 
giants like Google, Mi-
crosoft and Amazon 
with Indian talent.

Kirk, known for his 
fiery podcasts  and 
youth outreach, built a 
strong base in con-
s e r v a t iv e  c i r c l e s , 
aligning with Trump’s 

“America First” agen-
da. His critics, howev-
er, saw his stand as 
part of  a broader push 
w i t h i n  t h e  M AG A 
movement to curb le-
gal immigration, even 
at the cost of  Ameri-
ca’s competitiveness.

With his death, Kirk 

leaves behind a polar-
ising legacy. But his 
last words on visas 
highlight a growing 
fault line in US poli-
tics—whether Ameri-
ca should remain open 
to Indian talent or 
shut the door in the 
name of  nationalism.

Bengaluru Techie Calls Traffic the 
City’s “Hidden Tax”

A viral Reddit post has re-
ignited the debate on Ben-
galuru’s traffic crisis, call-
ing it a “hidden tax” that 
drains time and productivi-
ty from lakhs of  commuters. 
Shared in the r/Bengaluru 
community on Friday, the 
post narrates the ordeal of  
an Oracle employee living in 
JP Nagar, who says the 
city’s gridlock costs him 
nearly two and a half  
months of  his life every 
year.

According to the post, the 
techie earns Rs 28 lakh an-
nually, excluding stock op-
tions. Out of  this, he pays Rs 
6.5 lakh in income tax and 
another Rs 1.4 lakh through 
GST on daily expenses—al-
ready surrendering over 
three months of  work to the 
exchequer. But the bigger 
loss, he argues, is time. His 
office, just 14 kilometers 
away, should be a 30-minute 

commute. Instead, it takes 
an exhausting 90 minutes 
each way. Over the course of  
the year, this adds up to 2.5 

months lost—time he be-
lieves is equivalent to anoth-
er hidden tax paid not to the 
government, but to the city’s 

poor infrastructure.
The post has struck a 

chord with thousands of  
Bengaluru residents who 

face the same grind daily. 
Many echoed the frustration 
that India’s “Silicon Valley” 
may be powering global in-
novation, but its broken 
roads, endless traffic jams, 
and inadequate  public 
transport force profession-
als to pay with their most 
valuable resource—time.

Experts say such urban 
inefficiencies also take a toll 
on mental health, family 
life, and the city’s economy. 
While civic authorities have 
announced metro expan-
sions, road upgrades, and 
tech-driven traffic manage-
ment systems, citizens ar-
gue change is too slow to 
match the city’s exploding 
population and vehicle 
density.

For Bengaluru’s work-
force, the message is clear: 
the real tax isn’t just in pay-
checks—it’s the endless 
hours wasted in traffic.

Internet Shocked Over Sky-High iPhone 17 
Prices in Pakistan

Apple’s latest iPhone 17 
series has just hit global 
markets, but in Pakistan, 
it’s the jaw-dropping price 
tags that have caught eve-
ryone’s attention. While 
Indian fans queued up out-
side Apple stores in Mum-
bai and Delhi to grab the 
new device on launch day, 
social media in Pakistan is 
buzzing over how expen-
sive the phones are across 
the border.

A viral post on X re-
vealed that a resident in 
Pakistan will need to shell 
out between PKR 3.65 lakh 
(Rs 1.14 lakh) and PKR 5.74 
lakh (Rs 1.79 lakh) for the 
new lineup. The iPhone 17 
P r o  M a x  a l o n e  c o s t s 
around PKR 547,000—or 
roughly Rs 1.70 lakh. The 
iPhone Air comes in at 
PKR 483,680 (Rs 1.51 lakh), 
while the iPhone 17 Pro is 
priced at PKR 531,680 (Rs 
1.66 lakh).

Reactions online have 
been hilarious and exas-
perated in equal measure. 
Some users quipped that 
“flats mil jayenge iss daam 
mein” (you can buy an 
apartment at this price), 
while others joked that 
buying an iPhone in Paki-
stan now requires taking 
out a loan. Many pointed 
out that with the country 
already struggling with in-
flation and economic chal-
lenges, these luxury prices 
make the iPhone 17 an un-

realistic dream for the av-
erage consumer.

Comparisons with India 
also dominated the chatter, 
where despite premium 
pricing, the iPhone 17 is 

still considerably cheaper. 
Indian fans, though, face 
their own problem—long 
queues outside Apple’s 
flagship stores in cities 
like Bengaluru, Mumbai 

and Delhi.
For Pakistan, however, 

the bigger conversation is 
about affordability. With 
the iPhone priced like real 
estate, netizens are asking 

whether Apple’s latest in-
novation is even worth it—
or if  it’s time to settle for 
Android alternatives that 
don’t cost the price of  a 
flat.

Which Country 
Holds The Most 

Gold? 

Gold has always been more 
than a shiny metal—it is 
wealth, stability, and power. 
Even in today’s digital age of  
cryptocurrency and online 
payments, gold continues to be 
a backbone of  global econo-
mies. Nations with large gold 
reserves enjoy a buffer against 
inflation, rising investor confi-
dence, and stronger curren-
cies. The World Gold Council’s 
latest data highlights the top 
countries leading the gold 
game in 2025

At number one is the United 
States, holding a massive 
8,133.46 tonnes of  gold in the 
second quarter of  2025. This 
level has remained steady 
since the first quarter and 
makes the US the undisputed 
leader in official gold reserves 
worldwide. Germany follows at 
number two, with 3,350.25 
tonnes, although this marks a 
25-year low for the country, still 
placing it  fir mly behind 
America

In third position stands Italy, 
holding steady at 2,451.84 
tonnes—a figure that has bare-

ly changed for decades, show-
casing remarkable consistency. 
Close behind is France with 
2,437 tonnes, maintaining sta-
ble reserves despite past fluc-
tuations. Meanwhile, Russia 
secures fifth place with 2,329.63 
tonnes, nearly doubling its 
long-term average and reflect-
ing its aggressive push to build 
reserves in recent decades

These figures not only under-
line the global gold hierarchy 
but also signal how countries 
use gold as a hedge against eco-
nomic uncertainties. While 
Western economies dominate 
the top ranks, nations like Rus-
sia have been catching up rap-
idly, using gold as a shield 
against sanctions and curren-
cy instability. For emerging 
economies like India, which 
also features in the top 10, gold 
reserves remain a crucial part 
of  financial security and long-
term strategy

The bottom line: gold is still 
king, and the countries that 
hold it the most continue to 
wield significant influence in 
the world economy

Rare Black Tiger 
Captured by Indian 

Photographer 

In a moment that has mes-
merized the world, India has 
gifted a rare glimpse of  na-
ture’s magic. A photograph of  
the elusive black tiger, cap-
tured in Odisha’s Similipal Na-
tional Park, is featured on the 
October 2025 cover of  National 
Geographic. Wildlife enthusi-
asts and the online community 
alike are celebrating this ex-
traordinary achievement.

The photographer behind 
this stunning shot is Prasen-
jeet Yadav, an Indian wildlife 
photographer and National 
Geographic Explorer. Known 
for his dedication and keen eye 
for nature’s hidden wonders, 
Yadav has once again brought 
India’s unique wildlife into 
global focus. The black tiger, 
also called the pseudo-melanis-
tic tiger, is an extremely rare 
variant of  the Bengal tiger, 
and Similipal National Park is 
the only place in the world 
where it is known to exist.

National Geographic high-
lighted the tiger’s striking ap-
pearance, with its dark coat 
and subtle stripes, which 
make it almost invisible in the 
dense forest. The image not 

only showcases the animal’s 
rarity but also emphasizes the 
importance of  wildlife conser-
vation in India. By bringing 
attention to the black tiger, Ya-
dav is encouraging awareness 
and protection of  the forests 
that are home to such unique 
species.

The photograph has gone vi-
ral across social media, with 
enthusiasts, conservationists, 
and nature lovers praising the 
skill, patience, and persever-
ance required to capture such 
a once-in-a-lifetime shot. 
Many users expressed pride 
that an Indian photographer 
has achieved this global recog-
nition while spotlighting the 
b i o d ive r s i t y  o f  I n d i a ’s 
forests.

For Prasenjeet Yadav, this 
moment is both a personal tri-
umph and a reminder of  the 
responsibility photographers 
hold in documenting and pro-
tecting wildlife. The October 
cover of  National Geographic 
is not just about a tiger—it is 
about India’s rich natural her-
itage and the incredible sto-
ries it continues to offer the 
world.
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Sinner, Zverev Advance to Paris Masters 
Quarter-Finals

Italy’s Jannik Sinner 
and defending champion 
Alexander Zverev powered 
into the Paris Masters 
quarter-finals on Thurs-
day, keeping their title 
hopes alive in dominant 
fashion.

Sinner eased past Fran-
cisco Cerundolo 7-5, 6-1 to 
reach the last eight, setting 
up a high-voltage clash 
with American Ben Shel-
ton. The victory means 
Sinner remains on track to 
reclaim the World No. 1 
ranking, following Carlos 
Alcaraz’s shock early exit 
at the hands of  Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie.

“It was a crucial first set. 
Francisco is very talented 
and tough to play against, 
but I raised my level in the 
second,” Sinner said after 
his win. The 24-year-old, 
who has yet to drop a set 
this tournament, is aiming 
for his fifth title of  the 
season.

Shelton continued his 
dream season, beating An-
drey Rublev 7-6(6), 6-3. The 
American fifth seed, who 
won his maiden Masters 
1000 title in Toronto earlier 

this year, also secured a de-
but spot at the ATP Finals 
in Turin. “It’s the result of  
a year’s hard work — the 
ups, downs, and come-
backs,” Shelton said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  Z v e r e v 
maintained his title de-

fence with a 6-2, 6-4 victory 
over Spain’s Alejandro Da-
vidovich Fokina. The Ger-
man third seed will next 
face former World No. 1 Da-
niil Medvedev, who defeat-
ed Lorenzo Sonego in three 
sets. “Daniil is my kryp-

tonite — he beats me most 
o f  t h e  t i m e, ”  Z ve rev 
admitted.

Elsewhere, Alexander 
Bublik stunned fourth seed 
Taylor Fritz 7-6(5), 6-2 to 
meet Alex de Minaur, who 
cruised past Karen Khach-

anov 6-2, 6-2. Felix Auger-
Aliassime also advanced, 
rallying past Daniel Alt-
maier 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, keeping 
his ATP Finals hopes alive 
as the Paris Masters heads 
into an electrifying final 
weekend.

Australia Beat India by 4 Wickets in 2nd T20I, Take 
Series Lead

Australia defeated India 
by 4 wickets in the second 
T20I at the Melbour ne 
Cricket Ground, taking a 
1-0 lead in the five-match se-
ries. The hosts chased down 
India’s modest target of  126 
with ease, maintaining 
their dominant form in the 

series.
India, sent in to bat by 

Australian captain Mitch-
ell Marsh, struggled from 
the start. The team was 
bundled out for 125 in 18.4 
overs, losing early wickets 
under pressure. Australian 
pacer Josh Hazlewood 

starred with the ball, dis-
mantling India’s top order 
in a sensational spell. He 
accounted for vice-captain 
Shubman Gill,  captain 
Suryakumar Yadav, and Ti-
lak Varma in the initial 
overs, putting India on the 
back foot immediately.

Amid the batting col-
lapse, Abhishek Sharma 
stood out with a resilient 68 
runs, while Harshit Rana, 
promoted to No. 7, contrib-
uted 35 runs, providing 
some resistance. Despite 
their efforts, India could 
not recover, as the middle 

and lower order failed to 
capitalize on the platform 
created by Sharma and 
Rana.

Australia’s chase was 
clinical, anchored by steady 
batting performances and 
disciplined bowling. The 
visitors managed the target 
efficiently without losing 
control, showcasing their 
experience and composure 
in tricky situations.

This win gives Australia 
an early edge in the five-
match T20I series, placing 
pressure on India to re-
spond in the remaining 
games. The Indian team 
will need to address their 
batting fragility, especially 
their vulnerability against 
fast bowling in powerplay 
overs, to remain competi-
tive in the series.

The third T20I is sched-
uled to be played later this 
week, where India will look 
to bounce back and level 
the series, while Australia 
aims to consolidate their 
lead and secure a signifi-
cant advantage in the 
contest.

Abhishek Sharma Shines as Hazlewood Tears 
Through India in 2nd T20I

India were bundled out 
for 125 in the second T20I 
against Australia at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
with Abhishek Sharma the 
lone bright spot amid a top-
order collapse. The first 
match of  the five-game se-
ries in Canberra had been 
abandoned due to rain.

Abhishek’s 37-ball 68 fea-
tured aggressive strokes on 
the of f-side,  including 
slashes, check drives, and 
lofted shots, helping him 
reach a 23-ball half-century 
in his debut appearance at 
the iconic venue. His in-
nings stood out as the only 
resistance against the re-
lentless Australian pace 
attack.

Australia’s Josh Hazle-
wood led the charge, wreak-
ing havoc on India’s top 
and middle order. He dis-
missed vice-captain Shub-
man Gill, captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav,  and Tilak 
Varma early, leaving India 
reeling at 5 wickets down 
in just eight overs. The rest 
of  the batting lineup fal-
tered under pressure, fail-
ing to build partnerships 
or mount a meaningful 
chase.

Harshit Rana, promoted 
to No. 7, scored a quick 35, 

offering some late resist-
ance, but it was not enough 
to lift India to a competitive 
total. The visitors’ batting 
frai l t ies,  par t icularly 
against high-quality pace 
bowling in power play 
overs, were on full display.

Australia chased the 
modest target efficiently, 
with their openers and 
middle order keeping the 
scoreboard ticking. Hazle-
wood’s stellar bowling spell 
ensured India never gained 
momentum, giving the 

hosts a comfortable 4-wick-
et victory and a 1-0 lead in 
the series.

The defeat highlights In-
d i a ’s  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o 
strengthen their top-order 
batting and develop strate-
gies to handle quality pace 

attacks. With three more 
T20Is scheduled, India will 
aim to regroup and bounce 
back, while Australia looks 
to consolidate their advan-
tage and take a command-
ing lead in the five-match 
series.

16-Year-Old Ilamparthi A 
R Becomes India’s 90th 

Chess Grandmaster

Ilamparthi A R, a 16-year-old 
chess prodigy from Chennai, 
has become India’s 90th Grand-
master after achieving his final 
norm at the GM4 Bijeljina 2025 
Chess Festival in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

Ilamparthi’s journey to the 
Grandmaster title has been 
marked by consistent perfor-
mance across international 
tournaments. He secured his 
first GM norm at the Hanoi 
tournament in Vietnam in De-
cember 2023, followed by a sec-
ond norm at the Singapore In-
ter national Open in 2024. 
Crossing the 2500 Elo rating at 
the Rilton Cup (2024–25) posi-
tioned him for the final push, 
and his performance in Bosnia 
sealed the prestigious title.

The achievement was widely 
celebrated in the chess commu-
nity. AICF president Nitin Na-
rang took to social media to con-
gratulate Ilamparthi, saying, 
“Grandmaster No. 90 for Bharat! 
Congratulations to Ilamparthi 
A R on fulfilling all the require-
ments to become the 90th 
Grandmaster of  the country. 

Wishing you many more laurels 
and continued success in mak-
ing the nation proud.”

Legendary Indian chess play-
er and five-time World Champi-
on Viswanathan Anand also 
praised the young prodigy, not-
ing, “He has been missing the 
title on a few occasions, but 
each time he came back and 
worked harder. I really believe 
he has a lot of  potential and we 
hope to work together towards 
greater achievements.”

Ilamparthi’s rise is seen as a 
continuation of  India’s growing 
prominence in international 
chess, following in the footsteps 
of  players like Viswanathan 
Anand and Praggnanandhaa R. 
His achievement at such a 
young age highlights his talent, 
dedication, and the growing 
support system for chess in 
India.

The chess frater nity and 
sports enthusiasts across the 
country have hailed Ilampar-
thi’s accomplishment, celebrat-
ing him as an inspiration for 
aspiring young players aiming 
to excel on the global stage.

Oman Replaces Pakistan 
at Junior Hockey World 

Cup

Oman will join the lineup for 
the upcoming FIH Men’s Junior 
World Cup 2025 in Tamil Nadu, 
following Pakistan’s late with-
drawal, the International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) announced 
on Wednesday. The tournament 
is scheduled from November 28 
to December 10, with matches to 
be  held  in  Chennai  and 
Madurai.

Oman earned the spot as the 
next highest-ranked team from 
the Junior Asia Cup 2024, step-
ping in after Pakistan decided 
not to participate despite quali-
fying through last year’s conti-
nental championship. The Paki-
s t a n  H o c ke y  Fe d e r a t i o n 
informed the FIH that the team 
would not accept the invitation, 
citing internal consultations 
with their government before 
the event.

Pakistan had been placed in 
Group B alongside India, Chile, 
and Switzerland. With Oman 
taking their place, the group 
composition has been updated 
ahead of  the tournament. This 
late withdrawal marks the sec-
ond recent instance of  Pakistan 

pulling out from a major hockey 
event in India, after the Men’s 
Asia Cup in Rajgir, Bihar, where 
Bangladesh replaced them. The 
withdrawal also cost Pakistan a 
chance to qualify for next year’s 
World Cup, as the Asia Junior 
Cup served as a qualifying event.

The FIH had initially post-
poned the official draw for near-
ly a month to accommodate Paki-
s t a n ’ s  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , 
eventually holding the ceremony 
at its headquarters in Lausanne. 
The Men’s Junior World Cup 
2025 will feature 24 teams for the 
first time, alongside the Wom-
en’s edition, reflecting the FIH’s 
Empowerment and Engagement 
strategy aimed at promoting 
wider participation.

Germany enters the tourna-
ment as the defending champi-
ons, having won the 2023 edition 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The 
inclusion of  Oman ensures the 
tournament maintains full par-
ticipation and competitive bal-
ance, while giving the Middle 
Eastern nation an opportunity to 
showcase its growing hockey 
prowess on the global stage.
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Avatar: Fire and Ash Sets 
Record with Longest 

Runtime Yet

James Cameron’s much-an-
ticipated Avatar: Fire and Ash 
(Avatar 3) is gearing up to take 
the world by storm on Decem-
ber 19, 2025. As the third in-
s t a l l m e n t  i n  C a m e ro n’s 
groundbreaking sci-fi saga, 
the film has already captured 
global attention — and now, its 
confirmed runtime is adding 
e ve n  m o r e  f u e l  t o  t h e 
excitement.

According to reports, Ava-
tar: Fire and Ash is locked at 
an astonishing 3 hours and 15 
minutes, making it the longest 
entry in the Avatar franchise. 
The extended duration has 
sparked intense curiosity 
among fans and critics alike, 
prompting questions about the 

scale of  storytelling and the 
depth of  themes Cameron 
plans to explore this time.

Sources suggest that Fire 
and Ash delves into darker and 
more emotionally complex ter-
ritory than its predecessors. 
The film promises deeper 
world-building, new civiliza-
tions within Pandora, and 
moral conflicts that could rede-
fine the entire saga. Cameron, 
known for his meticulous at-
tention to detail and technical 
innovation, appears set to de-
liver a grand cinematic experi-
ence that balances visual spec-
t a c l e  w i t h  e m o t i o n a l 
intensity.

Returning to lead the cast 
are Sam Worthington and Zoe 

Saldaña, reprising their roles 
as Jake Sully and Neytiri. 
Backed by producer Jon Lan-
dau, Cameron continues his vi-
sion of  expanding Pandora’s 
mythology while pushing the 
boundaries of  filmmaking 
technology.

With its record-breaking 
runtime, ambitious storytell-
ing, and high emotional stakes, 
Avatar: Fire and Ash is shap-
ing up to be one of  2025’s big-
gest global events. Fans are 
bracing for a breathtaking 
journey that could surpass 
even the monumental success 
of  its predecessors — proving 
once again that when it comes 
to epic cinema, James Camer-
on still reigns supreme.

Chilling Trailer of 12A Railway Colony Promises a 
Gripping Psychological Thriller

The Girlfriend 
Crosses $500K in 

North America

Dhruv Vikram’s Bison 
Set for OTT Premiere 

on Netflix

After a successful the-
atrical  run,  Dhruv 
Vikram’s sports drama 
Bison is gearing up for 
its digital debut. Direct-
ed by the acclaimed 
filmmaker Mari Selva-
raj, the film hit theatres 
on October 24 and 
earned praise for its 
emotional storytelling 
and Dhruv’s powerful 
performance. Now, au-
diences who missed the 
theatrical experience 
have reason to celebrate 
— Bison is reportedly 
set to stream soon on 
Netflix.

According to industry 
buzz, Bison will pre-
miere on the popular 
OTT platform on No-
vember 21, available in 
Tamil, Telugu, and sev-
eral other regional lan-
guages. Though Netflix 
has yet to make an offi-
cial announcement, the 
news has already creat-
ed excitement among 
fans eager to revisit or 
experience the film for 
the first time.

The movie, which ex-
plores the spirit of  
kabaddi and the strug-
gles of  rural youth 
through the lens of  
sports and social dra-
ma, marks another im-

pactful work from Mari 
Selvaraj, known for 
films like Pariyerum Pe-
rumal and Kar nan. 
Dhruv Vikram, son of  
Kollywood star Chiyaan 
Vikram, delivers a ca-
reer-defining perfor-
mance that has been 
widely appreciated by 
critics and audiences 
alike.

Bison also features a 
strong supporting cast 
including Anupama 
Parameswaran, Pasu-
pathi, Rajisha Vijayan, 
Aamir, and Lal in key 
roles. The film’s stirring 
music and background 
score  by Nivas  K. 
Prasanna add depth to 
its intense narrative.

Jointly produced by 
Applause Entertain-
ment and Neelam Stu-
dios,  Bison blends 
sportsmanship with so-
cial commentary, mak-
ing it one of  Tamil cin-
ema’s most talked-about 
releases of  the year. 
With its anticipated 
OTT release, the film is 
expected to reach an 
even wider audience, 
f u r t h e r  c e m e n t i n g 
Dhruv Vikram’s posi-
tion as one of  the most 
promising young stars 
in Indian cinema.

Shiva Re-Release: 
Nagarjuna and RGV Chat 

with Sandeep Reddy Vanga

The legendary Telu-
gu film Shiva, starring 
Akkineni Nagarjuna 
and directed by Ram 
Gopal Varma, releasing 
the cult classic on No-
vember 14, 2025, giving 
fans a chance to relive 
one of  Indian cinema’s 
most path-breaking 
films on the big screen 
once again.

To mark the occa-
sion, a special promo-
tional video has been 
released featuring Na-
garjuna, Ram Gopal 
Varma, and acclaimed 
filmmaker Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga. The trio 
engaged in a candid 
conversation about the 
film’s legacy, its revolu-
tionary filmmaking 
techniques, and how 
Shiva continues to in-
spire a generation of  
filmmakers even dec-
ades later.

In the video, Vanga—
known for his intense 
storytelling style in Ar-
jun Reddy and Ani-
mal—expresses admi-
ration for Shiva’s raw 
energy and technical 
brilliance. He also high-
lights how the film re-
defined action and real-
ism in Telugu cinema. 

Nagarjuna reminisces 
about the experience of  
working with Varma, 
recalling how the film’s 
gritty college backdrop 
and powerful themes 
changed the course of  
his career. Ram Gopal 
Var ma, meanwhile, 
shares insights into the 
creative risks and vi-
sion that made Shiva a 
cinematic milestone.

Originally released 
in 1989, Shiva revolu-
tionized Telugu cinema 
with its bold storytell-
ing, realistic action se-
quences, and innova-
tive sound design. It not 
only established Ram 
Gopal Varma as a vi-
sionary director but 
also turned Nagarjuna 
into a youth icon.

With its re-release, 
Shiva promises to evoke 
nostalgia among long-
time fans and introduce 
new audiences to a 
timeless classic that 
shaped modern Telugu 
filmmaking. The enthu-
siastic response to the 
promotional campaign 
suggests that the film’s 
powerful legacy re-
mains as impactful to-
day as it was over three 
decades ago.
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T he much-awaited 
trailer of  12A Railway 
Colony, starring Allari 
Naresh and Kamakshi 
Bhaskarla, has finally 
dropped, and it’s already 
creating a stir among 
movie enthusiasts. Di-
rected by debutant film-
maker Nani, with music 
by Bheems Ceciroleo, the 
film appears to be a 
haunting psychological 
thriller that blurs the 
line between reality and 
illusion.

From the very first 
frame, the trailer im-
merses viewers in a chill-
ing atmosphere filled 
with dread and suspense. 
It introduces a series of  
gruesome murders that 
form the core of  the story 
while keeping every cru-
cial detail tightly under 
wraps. Each character is 
portrayed with enough 
ambiguity to fuel specu-
lation, making everyone 
a potential suspect in the 
unfolding mystery.

Allari Naresh stands 
out in a strikingly differ-
ent avatar, stepping far 
from his trademark com-
ic persona. His portrayal 
of  a man haunted by vi-
sions and trapped in a 
psychological maze hints 
at one of  his most in-
tense performances yet. 
Dr. Kamakshi Bhaskar-

la’s role adds both emo-
tional depth and in-
trigue, balancing the 
tension with her enig-
matic presence.

Veteran actor Sai Ku-
mar brings his trade-
mark gravitas to the nar-

r a t iv e ,  w h i l e  Viv a 
Harsha’s appearance 
adds another layer of  cu-
riosity to the storyline. 
T h e  g r i p p i n g  b a ck -
ground score by Bheems 
Ceciroleo enhances the 
film’s eerie tone, comple-

menting its dark visuals 
and unsettling pace.

With its blend of  psy-
chological tension, emo-
tional conflict, and mys-
tery, 12A Railway Colony 
looks set to offer a thrill-
ing cinematic experi-

ence. The trailer leaves 
viewers with more ques-
tions than answers—an 
intentional move that 
heightens anticipation 
for its theatrical release.

The film’s unique con-
cept and Naresh’s dra-

matic transformation 
are already fueling dis-
cussions online, mark-
ing 12A Railway Colony 
as one of  the most in-
triguing thrillers to 
w a t c h  o u t  f o r  t h i s 
season.

Rashmika Mandanna’s lat-
est film The Girlfriend is 
making waves at the global 
box office, particularly in 
North America, where it has 
achieved an impressive mile-
stone. The romantic drama, 
directed by Rahul Ravin-
dran, has grossed over $500K 
in the region, marking a 
strong overseas  perfor-
mance for the actress.

The film’s North Ameri-
can success reflects Rashmi-
ka’s growing popularity 
among international audi-
ences. With enthusiastic 
word of  mouth and positive 
reviews highlighting her nu-
anced perfor mance, The 
Girlfriend continues to draw 
steady crowds across multi-
ple cities. The makers ex-
pressed delight at the film’s 
warm reception and consist-
ent box office trend, which 
shows no signs of  slowing 
down.

Alongside Rashmika, ac-
tor Deekshith Shetty plays a 
pivotal role, complementing 
the emotional tone of  the 
story. The film also features 
a talented ensemble cast in-
cluding Rao Ramesh, Rohini, 
and Anu Emmanuel, each 

adding depth to the narra-
tive. Director Rahul Ravin-
dran, known for his sensi-
tive storytelling, appears to 
have struck the right emo-
tional chord with audiences 
through a blend of  romance, 
drama, and relatable human 
conflict.

Produced by Vidya Koppi-
needi  and Dheeraj  Mo-
gilineni, The Girlfriend also 
shines musically, thanks to 
Hesham Abdul  Wahab’s 
soulful songs and Prashanth 
R. Vihari’s evocative back-
ground score. Both elements 
have been widely praised for 
enhancing the film’s emo-
tional impact.

With this $500K milestone, 
The Girlfriend joins the 
growing list of  Telugu films 
finding major success over-
seas. As Rashmika contin-
ues to expand her global fan 
base, the film’s performance 
reinforces her position as 
one of  South Indian cine-
ma’s most bankable stars.

Industry watchers predict 
the film’s collections will 
rise further in the coming 
days as strong audience sup-
port continues across major 
North American markets.


