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N ew  D e l h i :  A 
high-intensity ex-
plosion ripped thr 
ough a car parked 

near the Red Fort metro 
station on Monday eve 
ning, gutting several ve-
hicles and killing at 
least eight people, offi-
cials said.

Twenty-four people 
were injured in the 
blast that took place on 
a busy evening when 
the area was milling wit 
h people. The injured 
were taken to the LNJP 
hospital a few kilome-
tres away. Videos shared 
by the Chandni Chowk 
Traders' Association 
showed the magnitude 
of  the blast. A body cou 
ld be seen lying on a ve-
hicle. Another video 
showed a body lying on 

the road. Eyewitnesses 
said body parts could be 
seen scattered near the 
blast site.

A high alert has been 
sounded in Delhi. Ten 
fire tenders were rus 
hed to the spot with po-
lice cordoning off  the 
area, the Delhi Fire Ser-
vices said. The fire, of-
ficials said, was brought 
under control by 7.29 
pm. "Six cars, two erick-
shaws and one autorick-
shaw were gutted in the 
fire," said a fire depart-
ment official. A team of  
the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) rea 
ched the spot. The blast 
was so powerful that it 
shattered the windows 
of  vehicles parked sev-
eral metres away. The 
sound was heard at ITO 
a few kilometres away.

"The blast occurred 
in a car parked near Re 

d Fort metro station gat 
e number 1. The inten-
sity was quite high. In-
juries are feared," said a 
senior official of  Delhi 
Fire Service. Visuals of  
the incident showed 
plumes of  fire billowing 
from the burning cars.

Panic gripped the 
area as several vehicles 
were seen damaged at 
the spot following the 
loud explosion. An in-
jured eyewitness, who 
suffered a wound on his 
forehead, said the ex-
plosion appeared to 
have originated from a 
car, probably a Swift.

“There was a Swift ca 
r in front of  my auto. Th 
ere was something in 
that car that suddenly 
blasted,” he said. Anoth 
er witness said, “I was 
at the gurdwara when I 
heard a strong sound. 
We couldn't mak e out 

what it was, it was that 
loud.” “A number of  ve-
hicles nearby were com-
pletely damaged,” he 
added. Sanjay Bhargaw, 
president of  the Chan-
dni Chowk Traders As-
sociation, whose shop is 
about 800 metres away 
from the incident site, 
said the entire building 
shook due to the blast. 
There was chaos in the 
market as people start-
ed running, he shared.

The blast came hours 
after the recovery of  
around 360 kg of  sus-
pected ammonium ni-
trate and a cache of  
arms and ammunition 
from a Kashmiri doctor' 
s rented accommoda-
tion in nearby Fari dab 
ad. Haryana Police, in 
coordination with their 
Jammu and Kashmir 
counterparts, arrested 
Dr Muzammil Ganaie 

from Farid aba d's Dha 
uj area recovere d exp-
los ive materials, weap-
ons, and timers from 
his rented house.

Eight people, includ-
ing three doctors, were 
arrested and 2,900 kg of  
explosives seized with 
the uncovering of  a 
“white collar” terror 
module involving the 
Jaish-e-Mohammed and 
Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind 
and spanning Kashmir, 
Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh, officials said.

Among those arrest-
ed following a 15-day op-
eration were Kashmir's 
Dr Ganaie in Faridabad 
and Dr Shaheen, 

a woman doctor from 
Lucknow, who was 

taken by air to Srina-
gar for custodial inter-
rogation, officials said. 
An AK-47 rifle was foun 
d in her car.

Eight killed in blast Near Red Fort, 
cars gutted and several injured

"Six cars, two erick-
shaws and one autorick-
shaw were gutted in the 
fire," said a fire depart-
ment official. A team of 
the National 
Investigation Agency 
(NIA) reached the spot. 
The blast was so power-
ful that it shattered the 
windows of vehicles 
parked several metres 
away. The sound was 
heard at ITO a few kilo-
metres away.
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H yderabad: Ac-
claimed Telan-
gana poet and 
lyricist Andesri, 

who penned the state 
anthem “Jaya Jayahe 
Telangana”, passed 
away on Monday whi 
le undergoing treatme 
nt at Gandhi Hospital. 
He was 64.

Andesri was shifted 
to Gandhi Hospital lat 
e on Sunday night af-
ter he collapsed in his 
house in Lalaguda. He 
breathed his last at 
around 7.30 a.m., the 
doctors said. Andesri 
is survived by three 
daughters and a son. 
Born on July 18, 1961, 
in Rebarthi village of  
Maddur mandal in the 
present Jangaon dis-
trict, his actual name 
was Ande Yellaiah.

Despite having no 
formal schooling, he 
rose to become one of  
Telangana’s most cel-
ebrated poets. Throu 
gh simple and heart-
felt  language,  he 
strived to create social 
awareness. He was 
awarded an honorary 
doctorate by Kakatiya 
University in recogni-
tion of  his contribu 
tions.

The work “Mayama 
i Pothunnadamma” 
brought him signifi-
cant popularity. The 
eminent poet played a 
significant role in the 
Telangana movement 
through his writings 
and songs. His compo-
sition “Jaya Jayahe 
Telangana Janani 
Jaya Ketanam” becam 
e the anthem of  the 
statehood struggle an 
d was adopted as the 
official state song by 
the Congress govern-
ment in December 
2023.

Andesri was hon-
oured with a cash 
award of  Rs one crore 
by Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy during 
the Telangana Forma-
tion Day celebrations 
this year in recogni-
tion of  his immense 
contribution. At the 
same event on June 2, 
his song “Jaya Jayahe 
Telangana” was offi-
cially released with a 
tune composed by the 
well-known musician 
Keeravani.

Andesri was also a 
leading lyricist who 
penned songs for sev-
eral socially consciou 
s and revolutionary 

films. Chief  Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy ex-
pressed deep shock 
over the sudden de-
mise of  Andesri and 
announced that his 
last rites will be per-
for med with state 
honours.

The passing away 
of  the great Telangan 
a writer Andesri, who 
penned the popular 
Telangana state song 
"Jaya Jayahe Telan-
gana", is a huge loss to 
the Telangana literar 
y world, the Chief  
Minister said, remem-
bering that the song 
'Jaya Jayahe Telanga-
na' stood as the voice 
of  crores of  people 
during the Telangana 
movement and in the 
achievement of  a sep-
arate state.

CM Revanth Reddy 
also recalled his close 
association with An-
desri after the "people' 
s government" came 
to power, during the 
composition of  the 
Telangana song with 
new voices and the 
ideas shared with him 
for the state’s develop 
ment.

Andesri's yeoman 
services in the achie 
vement of  statehood 
for Telangana are 
praiseworthy, and Tel-
angana people will re-
member him forever, 
the Chief  Minister 
said, expressing deep 
sympathies to the be-
reaved family membe 
rs.

CM Revanth Reddy 
instructed the offi-
cials to perform the 
last rites of  Andesri 
with state honours. 
State Chief  Secretary 
K Ramakrishna Rao 
was directed to make 
arrangements for the 
same.

State Ministers, 
Bharat Rashtra Samit 
hi (BRS) president 
and for mer Chief  
Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao, BRS 
working president 
K.T. Rama Rao, state 
BJP chief  Ramchan-
der Rao, Union Minis-
ters G. Kishan Reddy 
and Bandi Sanjay and 
leaders of  various po-
litical parties condole 
d the death of  Ande 
sri. Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N. Cha 
ndrababu Naidu also 
expressed shock over 
the demise of  An-
desri. He termed it an 
irreplaceable loss to 
the Telugu literary 
world.

Noted poet Andesri 
passes away

TPN Bureau | Nov 10

V IJAYAWADA: Th 
e Government of  
Andhra Pradesh 
has appealed to the 

Central Government for 
urgent financial assis-
tance following the wide-
spread devastation cause 
d by Cyclone ‘Montha’, 
which battered several 
parts of  the state last 
week. The total loss has 
been assessed at ₹6,384 
crore, with the Stat e see 
king interim central aid 
of  ₹901.4 crore for imme-
diate relief  and rehabili 
tation.

An eight-member Cen-
tral Team, led by Pasum-
ibasu, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of  Home Affair 
s, and Dr K Ponnuswamy, 
Director, Ministry of  Ag-
riculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare, visited the state 
on Monday to assess the 
damage. The delegation 

was briefed at the RTGS 
office in Amaravati, whe 
re Special Chief  Secre-
tary (Revenue) G Jay-
alakshmi and RTGS CEO 
and AP State Disaster 
Management Authority 
Managing Director Pra-
khar Jain presented a de-
tailed PowerPoint report 
on the scale of  destr uc-
tion. According to offici 
als, Cyclone Montha cau 
sed extensive damage 
across 24 districts, im-
pacting agriculture, fish-
eries, infrastructure, 
and housing sectors. In 
agriculture, 1.61 lakh 
acres of  crops—includ-
ing paddy, cotton, green 
gram, and maize—were 
destroyed, while 6,250 
hectares of  horticultural 

crops and 17.72 hectares 
of  mulberry plantations 
were damaged. In the 
fisheries sector, 3,063 
hectares of  fish ponds 
were affected.

Infrastructure losses 
were equally severe. The 
Roads and Buildings De-
partment reported dam-
age to 4,794 km of  roads 
and 311 bridges and cul-
verts, while the Irriga-
tion Department record-
ed destruction of  3,437 
minor and 2,417 major 
and medium irrigation 
structures. Additionally, 
4,566 houses, 1,853 school 
s, and 58 urban local bod-
ies suffered significant 
damage.

Officials noted that ad-
vance planning and tech-

nology-driven disaster 
management helped 
avert major loss of  life. 
The State deployed 680 
drones for real-time 
flood monitoring, rescue 
coordination, and dam-
age assessment—one of  
the largest such opera-
tions in the country.

Between October 27 
and 29, Andhra Pradesh 
recorded 82.3 mm of  rai 
nfall, nearly nine times 
the seasonal average. 
The cyclone affected 443 
mandals, leading to three 
deaths, submergence of  
9,960 houses, and dis-
placement of  1,11,402 per 
sons. For relief  efforts, 
12 N DRF teams, 13 SDRF 
tea ms, 1,702 vehicles, an 
d 11 0 trained swimmers 
were mobilized. A total 
of  2,471 rehabilitation 
centres were set up 
across 22 districts, shel-
tering 1.92 lakh displaced 
persons.

AP Revised Cyclone Damage To Rs 6k 
Crore, Seeks Centre Aid

President and PM to attend  
Satya Saibaba centenary 
celebrations at Puttaparthi

CM directs officials 
to make arrange-
ments in a big way
Indian Railways to 
run special trains 
to Puttaparthi.
Minister's commit-
tee to monitor 
arrangements at 
Puttaparthi
TPN Bureau | Nov 10

V IJAYAWADA: 
Chief  Minister 
N Chandrababu 
Naidu asked the 

officials to make ar-
rangements in a grand 
manner for Puttapar-
thi Satya Saibaba cen-
tenary celebrations to 
be organized on No-
vember 19. He said 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is sched-
uled to attend the cel-
ebrations on Novem 
ber 19 and President 
of  India Droupadi 
Murmu on November 
22.  The Chief  Minis-
ter conducted a re-
view with Officials at 
secretariat today on 
the arrangements at 
Puttaparthi for Satya 
Saibaba centenary 

celebrations.  Speak-
ing on the occasion, 
the Chief  Minister 
said as large number 
of  people attend the 
celebrations and have 
darshan of  Satya Sai-
baba Samadhi, prior 
crowd management 
plans should be made 
and there should not 
be any traffic snarls. 
He said medical cam 
ps should be organ-
ized in view of  surg-
ing crowds. The Chief  
Minister form ed Min-
ister's committee to 
monitor the arrange-
ments at Puttap arthi.

The officials said 
that the Indian Rail-
ways has been operat-
ing 65 special trains to 
Puttaparthi from No-
vember 13 to Decem-
ber 1. They said 20 bus 
es were arranged for 
convenience of  people 
from Railway station 
to Prasanti Nilayam. 
They said safe drink-
ing water and toilet 
facilities were provid 
ed. Ministers S Savita, 
Satyakumar Yadav, 
Anam Ramnarayana 
Reddy, Anagani Satya 
prasad and Chief  

Secretary K Vijay-
anand were prese nt.
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V IJAYAWADA: Th 
e 1372nd (35th) Cab-
inet meeting of  the 
Gover nment  of  

A n d h r  a  P r a d e s h , 
chaired by Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naid 
u, was held on Monday at 
the State Secretariat. 
The Cabinet approved a 
series of  landmark deci-
sions across key sec-
tors—investment, infra-

structure, energy, govern 
ance and financial re-
forms—designed to ac-
celerate the state’s eco-
nomic growth, attract 
close to ₹1 lakh crore in 
new investments, and 
generate substantial em-
ployment opportunities 
for the youth.

Minister for Informa-
tion, Public Relations an 
d Housing, Kolusu Par-
thasarathy, briefed the 
media following the meet 
ing, highlighting that ap-

provals were granted for 
40 major agenda items. 
The decisions under-
score the government’s 
commitment to creating 
a robust industrial eco-
system, improving gov-
ernance efficiency, and 
advancing the develop-
ment of  Amaravati and 
other regional hubs.

Key Highlights of  Cab-
inet Decisions

1. Investment and In-
frastructure Boost

The Cabinet cleared 

several major projects 
and funding proposals 
aimed at strengthening 
the state’s physical and 
industrial infrastruc 
ture.

Airport Development 
Support:

Approved providing 
back-to-back loan sup-
port for the repayment 
of  HUDCO loans taken 
by the AP Airport Devel-
opment Corporation 
Limited (APADCL), in-
cluding issuance of  a 

Letter of  Comfort to fa-
cilitate the process.

Amaravati Capital 
City Infrastructure:

Sanctioned a compre-
hensive funding package 
for Amaravati’s infra-
structure revival:

₹595.01 crore for con-
struction of  Flood Pump-
ing Station-2.

₹1,863 crore for utility 
ducting and allied works 

across Land Pooling 
Scheme (LPS) zones.

Approval of  L1 bids for 
infrastructure packages 
(46, 47, 48).

Sanctioned borrowing 
of  ₹7,500 crore from NaB-
FID for development in 
Zones 4, 9, and 12.

Cleared an additional 
₹1,500 crore loan from 
APPFCL to expedite key 
capital city projects.

Cabinet Approves Rs 1L Crore 
Investment Proposals, Major Infra Push

BUZZ POINTS

CM Directs 
Officials to 

Prepare Action 
Plan for Visakha 

Economic Region

TPN Bureau | Nov 
10 Tirupati: 

T he Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devasthanam, 
the official custodi-
an of  Sri Venkates 

wara temple, has termi-
nated the services of  two 
outsourced employees 
for allegedly consuming 
non-vegetarian food near 
Alipiri. A complaint was 
lodged at the Tirumala 
Two Town Police Station 
in this regard. "TTD has 
taken strict action agai 
nst two outsourced em-
ployees, Ramaswamy 
and Sarasamma, for con-
suming non-vegetarian 
food near Alipiri," said 
an official press release 
from the temple body.

The case was regis-
tered under section 114 
of  the Andhra Pradesh 
Charitable and Endow-
ments Act, and an inves-
tigation has been initi-
ated, police said.

TTD terminates 
2 employees for 
consuming non-
veg food near 
Alipiri
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C I D  I n t e n s i f i e s 

Probe into Tirumala 
Parakamani Theft Ca-
seThe CID has stepped 
up its investigation 
into alleged irregulari-
ties in the Tirumala 
Parakamani (temple 
offerings) theft case. A 
team of  officials on 
Monday continued 
their inquiry at the Pad 
mavathi Guest House 
in Tirupati, question-
ing key individuals 
linked to the incident. 
Former police officers 
who earlier served at 
the Tirumala I Town 
Police Station Sub-In-
spector Lakshmi Red-
dy and Circle Inspector 
Jaganmohan Reddy 
ppeared before the CID 
for questi oning. 

Giridhar, who served 
as the Vigilance and Se-
curity Officer (VSO) of  
the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) 
at the time of  the theft, 
was also examined.Ac-
cording to the investi-

gation, a staff  member 
named Ravikumar, 
who had been working 
for years as an account-
ant on behalf  of  a reli-
gious mutt, allegedly 
diverted foreign cur-
rency donations col-
lected at the Parakam-
ani. On April 29, 2023, 
during the previous 
YSRCP government, 
Ravikumar was report-
edly caught while at-
tempting to conceal 

foreign currency notes 
inside his clothes. 

Officials, suspecting 
his movements, con-
ducted a search and 
discovered the hidden 
money. Following a 
complaint by then AV 
SO Satish Kumar, an 
FIR was filed again st 
him.Of ficials  con-
firmed that Ravikumar 
had attempted to steal 
900 US dollars, then 
valued at around Rs 

72,000. Further allega-
tions suggest that 
while 112 notes were 
confiscated, official re-
cords mentioned only 
nine, raising deeper 
concerns of  long-term 
misappropriation. 

Reports indicate that 
Ravikumar amassed 
wealth amounting to 
several crores through 
such malpractice over 
the years. It is also al-

leged that influential 
figures from the YS-
RCP period intervened 
to settle the case throug 
h the Lok Adalat and 
subsequently took over 
his properties.The CID 
is now scrutinizing 
these claims to uncover 
the full extent of  the 
scam, possible admin-
istrative negligence, 
and any political links 
behind the attempted 
cover-up.
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VIJAYAWADA: The 

A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
Chambers of  Commerc 
e and Industry Federa-
tion (AP Chambers) 
has welcomed the State 
Government’s decision 
to release long-pending 
food processing sector 
incentives, benefiting 
222 industrial units 
across Andhra Prades 
h. In a statement, AP 
Chambers extended its 
gratitude to Chief  Min-
ister N Chandrababu 
Naidu for prioritizing 
the revival of  the sec-
tor, calling the move a 
major boost to indus-
trial confidence and 
growth. The Chamber 
noted that the food pro-
cessing industry is one 
of  the State’s most 
promising sectors, of-
fering immense oppor-
tunities for value addi-
tion,  exports,  and 
employment generati 
on.

“The release of  these 
incentives will streng 
then investor confi-
dence, accelerate the 
execution of  new pro-
jects, and enhance the 
entire food value chain 
from farm to market,” 
the statement said. AP 
Chambers estimated 
that the sector could at-
tract ₹40,000 to ₹50,000 
crore in investments 
over the next three to 
four years, creating 
substantial employ-
ment and supporting 
regionally balanced 
development.

The Chamber ex-
pressed appreciation to 
Industries and Com-

merce Minister T.G. 
Bharath, Principal Sec-
r e t a r y  C h i r a n j iv i 
Chowdary, and Dr. 
Sekhar Babu, CEO of  
the Andhra Pradesh 
Food Processing Socie-
ty, for their proactive 
leadership and contin-
ued support to the 
industry.

AP Chambers also 
lauded the recently un-
veiled Andhra Pradesh 
Food Processing Policy 
2024–29, describing it 
as a forward-looking, 
investor-friendly frame 
work that would posi-
tion the State as a na-
tional hub for agro and 
food-based industr ies. 
The Chamber reaf-
firmed its commitment 
to work with the State 
Gover nment to ad-
vance sustainable in-
dustrial and agro-econ 
omic 

development across 
Andhra Prade sh.

Amaravati, Nov 10 
(PTI) Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu and state 
Congress president Y S 
Sharmila on Monday 
joined leaders across the 
Telugu states in condol-
ing the demise of  noted 
poet and lyricist Ande 
Sri.

 Ande Sri, the author 
of  Telangana’s iconic 
state song ‘Jaya Jaya he 
Telangana’, died in Hy-
derabad this morning. 
Naidu described Ande 
Sri as a remarkable poet 

who gave Telangana its 
State song and termed 
his death an “irrepara-
ble loss” to the Telugu 
literary world.

“Deeply saddened by 
the demise of  renowned 
poet Ande Sri, who gave 
Telangana its state son 
g,” Naidu said in a post 
on X. Sharmila also paid 
tribute to Ande Sri, call-
ing him a people’s poet 
who awakened the soci-
ety through his words. 
She prayed for his soul’s 
peace  and f amily ’s 
strength.

Technology, trade, 
sustainability, and 
inclusive growth to 
drive two-day summit 
on November 14–15

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
VIJAYAWADA: The 

Government of  Andhra 
Pradesh and the Confed-
eration of  Indian Indus-
try (CII) have announced 
the agenda for the Part-
nership Summit 2025, set 
to take place on Novem-
ber 14–15 at the AU Engi-
neering College Grounds 
in Visakhapatnam. The 
flagship event will bring 
together global leaders, 
policymakers, and indus-
try captains to deliberate 
on trade, technology, sus-
tainability, inclusion, 
and the future of  indus-
tri alisation.

The summit will open 
on November 14 with an 
Inaugural and Opening 
Plenary, themed “Trade: 
Technology, Trust and 
Trade Navigating the 

New Geoeconomic Or-
der.” This session will set 
the tone for discussions 
on India’s growth mo-
mentum, global partner-
ships, and government 
industry collaboration.

The Valedictory Ses-
sion on November 15 will 
feature Syed Abdul Na-
zeer, Hon’ble Governor 
of  Andhra Pradesh, as 
Chief  Guest, and Piyush 
Goyal, Union Minister 
for Commerce and Indus-
try, and N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, Hon’ble Chief  
Minister of  Andhra 
Pradesh, as Guests of  
Honour, alongside CII 
leadership.

Global growth and in-
novation in focus

Plenary sessions will 
address critical themes 
such as “Gateway to 
Growth: The Trade and 
Investment Imperative,” 
“Strengthening Multilat-
eralism,” “Crisis to Com-
petitiveness,” and “Glob-
al Financial Archite 
cture: Time for a Re-

set?”—all aimed at fos-
tering resilient supply 
chains, economic secu-
rity, and renewed multi-
lateral cooperation.

Frontier technology 
will be a major focus, 
with sessions on AI for 
Viksit Bharat, AI and the 
Future of  Jobs, Interna-
tional Collaboration on 
AI for Social Good, In-
dia’s Precision Medicine 
Leap, Biodesign, and In-
dia’s Space Leap. These 
discussions will explore 
the intersection of  deep 
technology, human capi-
tal, and innovation ecos 
ystems.

Under the banner of  
Future of  Industrialisa-
tion, sessions will exam-
ine Advanced Manufac-
turing, Industrial Corrid 
ors 2.0, Semiconductors 
and Critical Minerals, 
and MSME Scale-Ups 
aimed at boosting pro-
ductivity and readiness 
for Industry 4.0 and 5.0 
transitions.

Sustainability and 

inclusion
The sustainability 

track will spotlight Cli-
mate Risks for Indian 
Businesses, ESG Evolu-
tion, Sustainable Cities, 
Financing the Blue Fron-
tier, and Green Hydro-
gen, linking climate ac-
tion to investment and 
risk management. Paral-
lel sessions on inclusion 
and skills will focus on 
Gender-Responsive Inno-
vation, Reskilling for a 
New World, Youth Vision 
2047, and AI-enabled 
jobs, reinforcing women-
led development and 
workforce transforma-
tion aligned with In-
dia@2047 goals.

Andhra Pradesh as a 
growth hub A special se-
ries of  Government of  
Andhra Pradesh (GoAP) 
sessions will position the 
state as a strategic in-
vestment hub across de-
fence, aerospace, space, 
drones, electronics, sem-
iconductors, logistics, 
coastal manufacturing, 

agribusiness, sustaina-
ble cities, tourism, and 
Tier-2 IT/GCCs. Andhra 
Pradesh will also high-
light its vision to emerge 
as India’s Green Hydro-
gen Valley, promoting in-
digenous supply chains 
and skills development. 
Another highlight will 
be Atmanirbhar Quan-
tum in AP, showcasing 
the state’s ambition to 
build a future-ready 
quantum ecosystem.

Country partnerships 
and global engagement

Dedicated country ses-
sions with Russia, Ja-
pan, UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
and Sing apore wil l 
strengthen international 
cooperation in trade, 
technology, and supply 
chains. The summit’s 
Day 1 agenda will in-
clude plenaries on geo-
economics, AI for sus-
tained growth, innova 
tion, and Andhra Prad 
esh’s industrial strategy, 
concluding with a cultur-
al evening. 

AP Chambers Welcomes 
Release of Food Processing 
Incentives Benefiting 222 Units

Minister Durgesh Calls for 
Global Tourism Promotion and 
Investment in Andhra Pradesh AP Govt, CII Unveil Agenda for Partnership 

Summit 2025 in Visakhapatnam

Andhra leaders condole demise 
of Telangana poet Ande SriCID Intensifies Probe Into 

Parakamani Theft Case

Focus on Cargo 
Handling, Green 
Energy and Medical 
Touris
m Development
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Vijayawada: Chief  

Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu has directed 
officials to prepare a 
comprehensive action 
plan for the develop-
ment of  the Visakha 
E c o n o m i c  Re g i o n , 
stretching from Sri-
kakulam to Konasee-
ma, with the goal of  
transforming the re-
gion into a  major 
growth hub for Andhra 
Pradesh.

 
Reviewing the pro-

gress on the proposed 
economic region at the 
Secretariat on Monday, 
the Chief  Minister 
stressed the need to for-
mulate suitable policies 
to attract large-scale do-
mestic and internation-
al investments. He said 
that the Visakha Eco-

nomic Region has the 
potential to become a 
vital industrial and lo-
gistics corridor for east-
ern India.

Highlighting the im-
portance of  infrastruc-
ture, the CM instructed 
officials to prioritize 
cargo-handling projects 
across ports from Mula-
pet in Srikakulam to 
Kakinada, noting that 
these ports serve as cru-
cial gateways for Odis-
ha, Chhattisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Mahar 

ashtra. He said that the 
coastline must be devel-
oped as an East-West 
Coastal Corridor to en-
hance trade and connec 
tivity.

The Chief  Minister 
underscored the need to 
focus on green energy 
and renewable projects, 
aligning with the state’s 
vision of  sustainable 
industrial growth. He 
said Visakhapatnam is 
poised to emerge as a 
global IT hub, especial-
ly with the establish-

ment of  the Next Gen 
AI Data Centre by Goog-
le, which will spur digi-
tal infrastructure and 
innovation.

Chandrababu Naidu 
also proposed the devel-
opment of  Visakhapat-
nam as a healthcare 
and medical tourism 
hub, citing its strong 
network of  hospitals, 
favorable climate, and 
global connectivity. He 
instructed officials to 
plan for integrated 
housing projects to 

meet the growing resi-
dential demand in and 
around the city.

According to initial 
estimates, the Visakha 
Economic Region is ex-
pected to attract invest-
ments worth $100 to 
$115 billion, including 
$15 billion from central 
government initiatives 
and $85 billion from the 
private sector.

During the meeting, 
senior officials request-
ed the Chief  Minister to 
constitute a Visakha 
Economic Region De-
velopment Authority 
(VERDA) to oversee 
and coordinate the exe-
cution of  projects 
across sectors such as 
ports, logistics, energy, 
healthcare, and infor-
mation technology.

The Chief  Minister 
assured that the propos-
al would be examined 
and directed depart-
ments to work in coor-
dination to ensure the 
rapid, sustainable, and 
inclusive development 
of  the region.

CM Directs Officials to Prepare Action 
Plan for Visakha Economic Region

Non-stop 
Vijayawada–
Singapore flight to 
boost tourism con-
nectivity from 
November 15

TPN Bureau |  Nov 
1 0 ,  V I JAYAWA DA : 
Tourism Minister Kan-
dula  Durgesh has 
called for joint efforts 
by government and pri-
vate stakeholders to 
p r o m o t e  A n d h r a 
Pradesh globally as a 
premier tourism desti-
nation, attract major 
investments, and gen-
erate large-scale em-
ployment. Speaking as 
the chief  guest at a 
tourism stakeholders’ 
meet organized by the 
AP Chambers of  Com-
merce and Industry 
Federation (APCCIF) 
in Vijayawada, the 
minister said the gov-
ernment’s priority is 
economic growth and 
job creation through 
tourism-led developm 
ent. During the event, 
Minister Durgesh un-
veiled the poster of  the 
new non-stop Indigo 

flight (6E 1029) connect-
ing Vijayawada and 
Singapore, scheduled 
to commence on No-
vember 15. The flight 
will depart from Vi-
jayawada at 10:05 a.m. 
and reach Singapore at 
4:40 p.m., with the re-
turn flight (6E 1030) de-
parting Singapore at 
6:10 a.m. and arriving 
in Vijayawada at 7:45 a. 
m. the same day.

Highlighting the 
state’s new Tourism 
Policy, the minister 
said Andhra Pradesh is 
making rapid progress 
with strong govern-
ment–industry collabo-
ration. “Tourism has 
been accorded indus-
trial status, and a com-
prehensive policy fram 
ework—covering cara-
van tourism, homestay 
s, and land allotment—
ha s been launched to 
accelerate growth,” he 
stated.Durgesh lauded 
the AP Chambers for 
forming a dedicated 
Tourism Division with 
specialized committees 
for MICE, adventure, 
wellness, heli-tourism, 
and health tourism, 

calling it a model for ef-
fective coordination 
and growth. He stress 
ed that the PPP model 
will be the cornerstone 
of  Andhra Pradesh’s 
development strategy, 
assuring investors of  
land parcels, incen-
tives, and single-win-
dow clearances from 
the government.

“Andhra Pradesh’s 
natural beauty sur-
passes even Kerala’s,” 
Durgesh said, stressing 
the need for aggressive 
domestic and interna-
tional promotion to 
showcase the state’s 
beaches, hills, and cul-
tural heritage.  He 
urged stakeholders to 
collaborate on a global 
outreach campaign to 
make Andhra Pradesh 
a world-class tourism 
hub. Commending the 
state leadership, he 
said CM Chandrababu 
Naidu and Deputy CM 
Pawan Kalyan have 
taken transformative 
decisions for tourism 
ove r  t h e  p a s t  1 5 
months, ensuring poli-
cy innovation and in-
vestment facilitation.
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TPN Bureau | Nov 10
VIJAYAWADA: State B 

C, EWS Welfare, Hand-
loom and Textiles Minis-
ter S Savita stated that 
the political, economic, 
and social advancement 
of  Backward Classes 
(BCs) has been made pos-
sible only through the 
Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) under the leader-
ship of  Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu.

Speaking after meet-
ing representatives of  
the newly elected Amara-
vati Kuruma Welfare As-
sociation, Guntur dis-
trict branch, at her Tade 
palli camp office, Minis-
ter Savita said the TDP 
has consistently worked 
for the upliftment of  
BCs. The delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum 
to the minister seeking 
resolution of  several 
community-related is-
sues. Minister Savita as-
sured them that neces-
sary steps would be 

taken to address their 
concerns.

She announced that 

Kurumas will be given 
priority under the up-
coming Adarana 3.0 
scheme and highlighted 

that various self-employ-
ment initiatives are be-
ing implemented thro 
ugh the BC Welfare De-
partment, giving special 
emphasis to the Kuruma 
community.

Reiterating the party’s 
commitment to BC wel-
fare, the minister said 
that TDP founder NT Ra 
ma Rao envisioned the 
social and economic em-
powerment of  BCs and 
CM Chandrababu Naidu 
continues to follow that 
path by introducing sev-
eral welfare schemes for 
t h e i r  d eve l o p m e n t . 
“While the previous gov-

ernment neglected and 
suppressed BCs, Chan-
drababu Naidu stood by 
them and ensured their 
recognition and pro-
gress,” she remarked.

Minister Savita con-
gratulated the newly 
elected representatives 
of  the association’s Gun-
tur district branch. Amo 
ng those who met the 
minister were associa-
tion president Marri Ven 
kata Satyanarayana, 
vice-president B Um-
amaheswara Rao, gener-
al secretary B Ram-
akrishna, treasurer KV 
Satyanarayana, and oth-
er members.

Calls Adulterated 
Ghee Use in 
Tirumala Laddus an 
“Unpardonable 
Crime”

TPN Bureau | Nov 
10

VIJAYAWADA:  Lan-
ka Dinakar, Chairman 
of  the Twenty Point 
Program, has strongly 
condemned the alleged 
use of  adulterated 
ghee in the prepara-
tion of  the sacred Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devasth 
anam (TTD) laddus, 
calling it “an unpar-
donable crime against 
the sanctity of  Lord 
Venkateswara.”

Speaking to the me-
dia, Dinakar said the 
revelations emerging 
from the CBI investiga-
tion into the adulter-
ated ghee supply were 
“deeply disturbing” 
and exposed how the 
spiritual integrity of  

TTD was compromised 
during the 2019–2024 
period, when the insti-
tution was under the 
control of  the YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy-led 
government.

He alleged that dur-
ing that time, the TTD 
was treated “not as a 
spiritual centre but as 
a source of  income for 
the ruling party’s asso-
ciates.” Dinakar claim 
ed that the CBI probe 
had uncovered shock-
ing details regarding 
large-scale irregulari-
ties in ghee procure-
ment for the temple’s 
famed Srivari laddus.

According to Dina-
kar, a company named 
Bole Baba Organic 
Dairy supplied nearly 
68 lakh kilograms of  
ghee to TTD between 
2019 and 2024, despite 
not having collected “a 
single drop of  milk or 
butter”  from any 
source. “The CBI has 

also identified the sup-
pliers of  the chemicals 
used in manufacturing 
this adulterated ghee,” 
he said, calling it a 
grave breach of  faith 
and a threat to devo-
tees’ sentiments.

Dinakar accused the 
TTD board appointed 
by the previous YSRCP 
government of  being 
complicit in several ir-
regularities and finan-
cial mismanagements. 
He said that despite re-
peated complaints and 
warnings, no correc-
tive action was taken 
during that period.

“Those responsible 
for desecrating the 
sanctity of  the Lord’s 
offerings must face 
strict legal conse-
quences,” Dinakar de-
manded, urging the 
state government to 
ensure complete trans-
parency and account-
abi l i ty  in  temple 
administration.

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
KURNOOL: The YSR 

Congress Party (YSRCP) 
has accused the Andhra 
Pradesh coalition gov-
ernment of  turning the 
state into a “police-driv-
en dictatorship” 

where dissent is pun-
ished and democracy is 
under thre at.

 
Addressing a press 

conference in Kurnool 
on Sunday, YSRCP Legal 
Cell State President 
Manohar Reddy and Dis-
trict President and for-
mer MLA SV Mohan 
Reddy alleged that the 
government is misusing 
the police force to silence 
critics, protect the liquor 
mafia, and frame opposi-
tion leaders and citizens 
in fabricated cases.

“The government is 
deliberately targeting so-
cial media users, party 
functionaries, and jour-
nalists for merely ques-
tioning those in power,” 
Manohar Reddy said. He 
referred to the recent 

bus-burning case, alleg-
ing that even before the 
facts were established, 
police and ruling leaders 
concocted narratives to 
implicate innocent peo-
ple. “The DIG gave con-
tradictory statements — 
first claiming the bikers 
were sober and later say-
ing they were drunk 
based on CCTV footage. 
They even spread propa-
ganda that the victims 
consumed adulterated 
liquor from belt shops, 
only to later arrest crit-
ics who questioned this 
version,” he said.

Reddy claimed that 27 
citizens were booked 
merely for their social 
media posts, calling it “a 
brazen attack on civil lib-
erty.” He accused the 
government of  using se-
dition-style, ganja, and 
harassment cases to in-
still fear among the oppo-
sition and media. “Even 
YSRCP Media State Sec-
retary Pudi Srihari has 
been targeted,” he no 
ted. Former MLA SV Mo-

han Reddy challenged 
the ruling alliance to 
prove that belt shops do 
not exist in the state. “If  
they can prove it, we will 
quit politics. Otherwise, 
let the TDP explain why 
thousands of  illegal belt 
shops and spurious liq-
uor factories continue to 
operate,” he said. He al-
leged that the TDP-
backed liquor mafia was 

manufacturing fake liq-
uor and distributing it 
through illegal outlets 
while police framed YS-
RCP workers instead of  
going after real offend 
ers.

Calling the current re-
gime “a dictatorship dis-
guised as democracy,” 
the leaders warned that 
officials acting as politi-

cal agents would face ac-
countability. They de-
manded the withdrawal 
of  false cases, closure of  
illegal belt shops, and a 
return to democratic 
governance and welfare-
oriented policies.

“The people’s anger is 
growing. No government 
built on fear and vendet-
ta can last,” the YSRCP 
leaders declared.

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
Vizag: Visakhapatnam 

MP M.V.V. Bharat anno 
unced that the Confed-
eration of  Indian Industr 
y (CII) Partnership Sum-
mit will be held in Vi-
sakhapatnam on Novem-
ber 14 and 15, projecting 
a historic wave of  invest-
ments  into  Andhra 
Pradesh. Speaking to re-
porters, Bharat said mor 
e than 400 agreements 
are expected to be signed 

during the summit, po-
tentially bringing invest-
ments worth around Rs. 
9 lakh crore to the state.

 The MP stated that the 
city administration is 
undertaking large‑scale 
beautification works 
across Visakhapatnam 
in preparation for the 
global event, which will 
see the participation of  
leading national and in-
ternational companies. 
He added that several 

foundation‑laying cere-
monies for major pro-
jects are scheduled to 
take place in the coming 
week as part of  the broa 
der development mo-
mentum preceding the 
summit.However, Bharat 
strongly criticized lead-
ers of  the YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP), accusing 
them of  adopting an an-
ti‑development stance 
that undermines the 
state’s progress. 

He expressed disap-
pointment that instead 
of  supporting initiatives 
to attract industry and 
employment, the opposi-
tion was allegedly at-
tempting to obstruct de-
velopment effor ts.“YSR 
CP leaders do not want 
Andhra Pradesh to pro-
gress,”  Bharat said. 
“They dislike seeing in-
vestments come into the 
state. Their political phi-
losophy seems to rest on 

keeping the poor in pov-
erty rather than empow-
ering them. During their 
rule, they scrapped sev-
eral welfare programs 
designed to uplift weaker 
sections and even drove 
away industries that 
were ready to invest in 
our state. ”The MP al-
leged that despite being 
rejected by the public in 
the elections, YSRCP 
leaders have not changed 
their approach. “Devel-

opment is not in their vo-
cabulary. They specialize 
only in destruction. 
While Visakhapatnam is 
preparing to host a worl 
d‑class investment sum-
mit, these leaders are or-
ganizing protests and 

rallies. People must rec-
ognize what such actions 
truly signify,” he assert 
ed.Bharat concluded that 
the CII Summit marks a 
turning point for Andhra 
Pradesh’s economic fu-
ture and expressed confi-

dence that the collabora-
tive efforts between the 
government and indus-
try would transform Vi-
sakhapatnam into one of  
India’s fastest‑growing 
investment destinatio ns.

BCs Achieved Recognition Only 
Through TDP: Minister Savita

TDP Minister Accuses Jagan Govt of 
Compromising TTD Sanctity; Calls 

YSRCP’s Defeat ‘Divine Retribution’
TPN Bureau | Nov 

10
V I J AYAWA DA  : 

Andhra Pradesh Social 
Welfare Minister Dr 
Dola Sree Bala Veeran-
janeya Swamy launch 
ed a sharp attack on 
the previous YSRCP 
government, alleging 
that the Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanam 
(TTD) laddus consid-
ered sacred by millions 
of  devotees were adul-
terated during the YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy 
regime for monetary 
gain. Addressing the 
media, the Minister 
questioned why no ac-
tion was taken against 
companies such as Pre-
mier Agrifoods Pvt. 
Ltd., Vaishnavi Dairy 
Specialties Ltd. and 
Bhol ebaba Dairies, de-

spite multiple reports 
confirming adultera-
tion of  ghee with veg-
etable and palm oils. 
“When the reports 
clearly established the 
compromise in purity, 
why did the Jagan gov-
ernment shield the 
suppliers instead of  
taking punitive ac-
tion?” he asked.

Dr Swamy also al-
leged that former TTD 
Chairman YV Subba 
Reddy refused to coop-
erate with the Special 
Investigation Team 
(SIT) by not sharing 
his bank details and 
claimed that he “oper-
ated the adulteration 
racket from Delhi.” He 
said that such actions 
amounted to a grave 
betrayal of  devotees’ 

faith. “Playing with 
Srivari Prasadam and 
adulterating the sa-
cred laddu ghee is an 
unforgivable sin,” the 
Minister asserted. He 
remarked that the YS-
RCP’s electoral defeat, 
being reduced to just 
11 seats, was a form of  
divine retribution for 
tampering with the 
sanctity of  the temple 
and its offeri ngs.Dr. 
Swamy said the cur-
rent government is 
committed to restoring 
transparency, purity, 
and accountability in 
the administration of  
the TTD. He added that 
the state would ensure 
that no individual or 
entity “ever dares to 
commercialize or cor-
rupt what devotees 
consider divine.”

Lanka Dinakar Alleges TTD’s 
Spiritual Sanctity Was 

Compromised Under YSRCP Rule

YSRCP Slams Naidu Government Over 
‘Vendetta Politics’, Illegal Cases and 

Liquor Mafia Nexus

MP Bharat Announces Massive Investment 
Push Ahead of CII Summit in Visakhapatnam
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TPN Bureau | Nov 10
VIJAYAWADA :  In 

view of  the blast inci-
dent reported in Delhi 
t o d ay,  t h e  D i re c t o r 
G e n e r a l  o f  P o l i c e , 
Andhra Pradesh, has 
issued instructions to 
all Superintendents of  
Police,  Range DIGs, 
and IGPs to strengthen 
s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s 
across the State.

  All public places, 
vital installations, and 
sensitive locations are 

being brought under 
enhanced security cov-
erage. Special Branch 
and Intelligence Wings 
have been activated to 
collect field-level in-
for mation and main-
t a i n  c l o s e  s u r ve i l -
lance.  The public is 
urged to remain alert 
and vigilant  and to 
promptly report any 
s u s p i c i o u s  o b j e c t s , 
persons, or activities 
to the nearest police 
station or by dialing 

100 / 112.
Particular attention 

is being given to places 
of  mass gatherings, 
with intensified pa-
trolling, checking, and 
monitoring through 
CCTV networks and 
special teams. All field 
officers have been di-
rected to launch spe-
c i a l  o p e r a t i o n s                 
to       ensure the safety 
and security of  citi-
zens throughout the 
State.

AP DGP puts state on alert

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
Peddigudem: A major 

road mishap was avert-
ed in Palnadu district 
on Monday night when 
a private travels bus en 
route from Hyderabad 
to Bapatla narrowly es-
caped a serious acci-
dent near Reddigudem 
village in Rajupalem 
mandal. According to 
local sources, the bus, 
carrying about 30 pas-
sengers, lost control af-
ter hitting large pipes 
that were placed along 
the roadside for ongo-

i n g  r o a d - w i d e n i n g 
works. 

  The impact caused 
the vehicle to tilt sharp-
ly to one side, creating 
panic among the on-
board passengers. How-
ever, due to the driver’s 
timely response and the 
sturdy balance of  the 
bus, a grave disaster 
was prevented.Witness-
es said the passengers, 
many of  whom were re-
turning home after the 
weekend, were alarmed 
but acted calmly. All 
commuters managed to 

exit safely through the 
emergency door soon 
after the vehicle came 
to a halt. 

Fortunately, no inju-
ries were reported in 
the incident.Local resi-
dents and workers at 
the roadside construc-
tion site quickly gath-
ered at the spot to assist 
the passengers. Police 
arrived shortly after be-
ing alerted and con-
ducted an initial in-
quiry into the incident. 
Preliminary reports 
suggest the accident oc-

curred due to inade-
quate lighting and the 
ab s e n c e  o f  p ro p e r 
warning signs at the 
road-expansion work 
area. 

Authorities are ex-
pected to review the 
safety standards main-
tained by the contractor 
responsible for the con-
struction.The incident 
has once again raised 
concerns about road 
safety measures in on-
going infrastructure 
projects across Palnadu 
district.

Driver Dies of Heart Attack On 
Bus, Saves 50 Students 

T P N  BU R E AU  | 
NOV 10

Alamuru: A tragic 
yet inspiring incident 
was reported in Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar Kona-
seema district, where 
a bus driver’s pres-
ence of  mind saved 
the lives of  50 college 
students even as he 
suffered a fatal heart 
attack behind the 
wheel. The incident 
occurred on Monday 
morning near Madiki 
village in Alamuru 
mandal, along the na-
tional highway.Ac-
cording to local sourc-
es, the deceased has 
been identified as D. 
Narayana Raju, a resi-
d e n t  o f  M a d i k i 
village. 

  He was employed 
as a driver for the Giet 
Engineering College 
bus based in Rajama-
hendravaram. On the 
day of  the incident, 
Narayana Raju was 
transporting students 
from Ganti village of  
Kothapeta mandal to 
the college when he 
suddenly experienced 
severe chest pain, sus-
pected to be due to a 
heart attack.Despite 
the immense pain and 
failing health, the 

driver managed to re-
main composed. 

Eyewitnesses and 
students on board re-
counted that as he be-
gan to lose conscious-
ness, he immediately 
reduced the bus’s 
speed and carefully 
steered it to the side of  
the road, preventing 
what could have been 
a major tragedy. Mo-
ments later, he col-
lapsed against the 
steering wheel.The 
s t u d e n t s  r e a l i z e d 
something was wrong 
when the vehicle came 
to a halt. Acting quick-
ly, they rushed toward 
the driver’s seat only 
to find Narayana Raju 
motionless. Some stu-
dents called for help 
while others tried to 
revive him. Local resi-
dents and passersby 
soon gathered at the 
scene, and an ambu-
l a n c e  w a s  c a l l e d 
immediately. 

However, the medi-
cal team confirmed 
that the driver had al-
ready passed away by 
the time assistance ar-
rived.Villagers and 
students expressed 
deep sorrow over his 
demise, lauding his 
bravery and extraordi-

nary sense of  duty. 
“Even while dying, he 
ensured that every 
student reached safely. 
He is nothing less 
than a hero,” said one 
of  the locals. Police 
have registered a case 
and shifted the body to 
the local government 
h o s p i t a l  f o r 
postmortem. 

The college manage-
ment also conveyed 
their condolences to 
the bereaved family, 
recognizing Narayana 
Raju’s sacrifice and 
selfless act that pre-
vented a potential dis-
aster.As the village 
mourns his loss, the 
story of  Narayana Ra-
ju’s courage and re-
sponsibility continues 
to inspire many. His 
final moments stand 
as a testament to the 
power of  duty, com-
passion, and remark-
able human spirit.

Private Travels Bus Narrowly Escapes Major Accident Near Reddigudem

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
B h i m a v a r a m : 

(Andhra Pradesh) A 
38-year-old man stabbed 
his mother and younger 
brother to death follow-
ing a heated argument 
here, police said on 
Monday. The accused, G 
Srinivas, attacked his 
mother, Mahalakshmi 
(60) and brother, Ravi 
Teja (33) at their home 
in West Godavari dis-
trict late on Sunday 
night after a heated ar-
gument, police said.

He accused them of  
mentally harassing him 
and always taking sides 
against him, police 
said. “Srinivas killed 
his mother and younger 
brother by stabbing 

them to death,” the of-
ficial told PTI. Police 
said Srinivas alleged 
that his mother always 
supported his younger 
brother and that their 
“continued harass-
ment” pushed him to 
the crime.

Both died on the spot 
from their injuries, po-
lice added. Following 
the attack, Srinivas 
called the police and 
surrendered, confess-
ing to the crime, the of-
ficial said. Police have 
registered a case under 
Section 103 of  the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanh-
ita (BNS) in connection 
with the incident, and 
further investigation is 
underway.

Man stabs mother, 
brother to death after 

argument in West 
Godavari

Vizag Youth Ends Life Over Job Failure and 
Debt Pressure

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
Visakhapatnam: A 

tragic incident in Vi-
sakhapatnam has high-
lighted the growing 
stress among unem-
ployed youth strug-
gling to meet financial 
c o m m i t m e n t s .  A 
31-year-old man from 
Srikakulam district 
ended his life in Mad-
huranagar, reportedly 
depressed over his pro-
longed unemployment 
and mounting loan bur-
den. The deceased, 
identified as Sampath 
Kumar, hailed from Ko-
rlam village in Sri-
kakulam district. 

  According to police 
sources, Sampath was 
well educated, having 
completed an MBA, 
and had been trying for 
several years to secure 
a suitable job. Despite 
multiple attempts, he 
was unsuccessful in 
finding stable employ-
ment, which caused 
him significant dis-
tress over time. Police 
said Sampath had re-
cently purchased a new 
bike by taking a loan 
from a private finance 
company. 

However, as he re-
mained jobless, he fell 
behind on his monthly 

EMI payments. The fi-
nance company’s staff  
reportedly seized his 
bike after repeated de-
faults, leaving Sampath 
deeply dejected. Neigh-
bors told the police that 
he had been visibly dis-
turbed over the past 
few weeks and had 
withdrawn from social 

interactions. On Mon-
d ay,  S a m p at h  w a s 
found hanging from a 
ceiling fan in his rent-
e d  r o o m  i n 
Madhuranagar. 

His friends, who had 
not seen him since 
morning, discovered 
his body and immedi-
ately informed the po-

lice. Law enforcement 
officers rushed to the 
spot and began their 
preliminary investiga-
tion. The body was lat-
er  shifted to  King 
George Hospital (KGH) 
for post-mortem exami-
nation.Police recov-
ered a handwritten 
note at the scene, which 

appeared to be a sui-
cide letter. 

In the note, Sampath 
reportedly apologized 
to his mother, writing, 
“ S o r r y,  A m m a .  I 
couldn’t achieve what I 
wanted. No one is re-
sponsible for my death.” 
This statement indicat-
ed that the young man 
had been suffering from 
intense emotional dis-
tress due to his unem-
ployment and debt. The 
officials have registered 
a case and are investi-
gating the circumstanc-
es leading to his death. 
They suspect that pro-
longed joblessness and 
pressure from the fi-
nance company may 
have pushed him over 
the edge. 

The incident has 
sparked concern among 
locals, who urge authori-
ties to address the prob-
lem of  educated unem-
ployment and to ensure 
that financial institu-
tions act responsibly 
when handling loan de-
faulters.Sampath’s death 
serves as a grim remind-
er of  the mental health 
challenges facing today’s 
youth amid rising eco-
nomic pressures and 
l i m i t e d  c a r e e r 
opportunities.

Foundation Laid for MSK Prasad 
International Cricket Academy in Amaravati

TPN Bureau | Nov 10 
VIJAYAWADA: The 

foundation stone for the 
MSK Prasad Internation-
al Cricket Academy was 
laid on Monday at Pitchu-
kalapalem in Amaravati. 
Spread across 12 acres, 
the academy aims to nur-
ture world-class cricket-
ers by offering advanced 
training and education 
facilities within Andhra 
Pradesh’s capital region.

Former Indian crick-
eter MSK Prasad and his 
family members partici-
pated in the foundation 
ceremony. Speaking on 
the occasion, Prasad said 
the upcoming complex 
would be developed into a 

world-class sports hub fo-
cused on fostering local 
cricketing talent and 
strengthening Amarava-
ti’s sports ecosystem.

The integrated sports 
campus will include a 
state-of-the-art indoor 
training academy with 
advanced nets and per-
formance analysis sys-
tems, accommodating up 
to 400 trainees. It will also 
feature an international 
residential school com-
bining academics and 
sports training for 1,000 
students. Additional fa-
cilities include hostels 
for players and visiting 
teams, a mini cricket sta-
dium for local tourna-

ments, modern gyms, 
physiotherapy and reha-
bilitation centres, and in-
door and outdoor train-
ing zones with advanced 
c o n d i t i o n i n g 
equipment.

An Olympic-standard 
swimming pool and ath-
lete wellness amenities 
will further enhance the 
complex. The initiative 
underscores the Andhra 
Pradesh Government’s 
commitment to creating 
world-class sports infra-
structure. With full sup-
port from APCRDA, Am-
aravati is poised to 
emerge as a major centre 
for sports excellence in 
the region.

VP. SIDDHARTHA STUDENTS 
SHINE IN VVIT BALOTSAV

TPN Bureau | Nov 
10

Vijayawada:  Stu-
dents of  V.P. Siddhar-
tha Public  School 
showcased remarka-
ble talent at the VVIT 
Balotsav held at Nam-
bur by participating 
in various cultural 
and literary competi-
tions such as paper 
craft, digital drawing, 
folk dance, clay mod-
eling, group dance, 
c l a s s i c a l  s i n g i n g , 
English and Telugu 
elocution, Sanskrit 
sloka recitation, in-
strumental  music, 
spell bee and more, 
w i n n i n g  s e v e r a l 

prizes.
  O u t s t a n d i n g 

Achievements
V. Mounika secured 

First Prize in Digital 
Drawing.

K. Nishik (Sub-Jun-
ior Cate gory) won 
First Prize in San-
skrit Sloka Recitation 
Instrumental Music 
Telugu Poem Recita-
tion K. Rithvik (Class 
7) won First Prize in 
Paper Craft. Vidya 
Jain (Class 7) bagged 
Second Prize in Paper 
C r a f t .  N i h a r  wo n 
First Prize in Digital 
Drawing and Second 
Prize in Paper Craft 
(Junior Category).

P r i t h m y a  J a i n 
(Class 6) received Sec-
ond Prize in Paper 
Craft. Sree Mahee se-
cured Second Prize in 
Folk Dance (Solo).

The school Princi-
pal Mr. Meda Seethar-
amaiah, Vice-Princi-
pal Mrs. Rosemary, 
and  Headmistress 
Mrs.  Jayalakshmi 
congratulated all the 
prize winners and ap-
preciated their hard 
work, creativity, and 
dedication. They also 
a ck n ow l e d g e d  t h e 
support of  teachers 
and parents in guid-
ing the students to-
wards excellence.
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NarasaRaopet, Pal-
nadu District: A new 
Anna Canteen was in-
augurated at the Pal-
nadu District Collec-
tor’s Office in Naras 
araopet on Monday to 
provide food facilities 
for people visiting the 
weekly public griev-
ance redressal meet-
ings. Narasaraopet 
MLA Dr. Chadalavada 
Aravind Babu inau-
gurated the canteen 
in the presence of  Dis-
trict Collector Kruti-
ka Shukla, who at-
tended the event as 
t h e  ch i e f  g u e s t . 
Speaking at the inau-
guration, Dr. Aravind 
Babu highlighted that 
the Anna Canteen 
scheme, launched by 
the state government 
as part of  its welfare 
initiatives, has earned 
immense goodwill 
and appreciation 
from people across 
various sections of  
society. 

He said that can-
teens like these are 
serving as lifelines for 
the poor, offering nu-
tritious meals at af-
fordable rates and en-
suring that no citizen 
goes hungry.Dr. Ara-
vind Babu added that 
the government is 
committed to expand-
ing such welfare pro-
grams further and en-
suring that their 
benefits reach every 
household. He stated 
that the newly opened 
canteen at the Collec-
tor’s Office will par-
ticularly help visitors 
who come from rural 
and remote areas to 
attend the public 
grievance redressal 
program held every 
Monday. 

 

These citizens often 
spend long hours 
waiting to meet offi-
cials, and the canteen 
will now provide th 
em a convenient pla 
ce for quality meals at 
a nominal cost.In her 
address, District Col-
lector Krutika Shukla 
expressed apprecia-
tion for the effort to 
start the canteen 
within the Collector-
ate premi ses. 

She said that ensur-
ing food security and 
accessibility is a key 
part of  citizen welfare 
and that the district 
administration would 
ensure the canteen 
functions effectively 
while maintaining 
quality and hygiene 
standards. She prom-
ised strict monitoring 
so that the meals pro-
vided meet nutrition 
standards and are 
served at fair prices.

The Collector reit-
erated that initiatives 
like Anna Canteen 
play a crucial role in 
promoting social wel-
fare by combining ad-
ministrative effort 
with community ser-
vice. She thanked the 
local officials, volun-
teers, and organiza-
tions who contributed 
to establishing the 
facility.

The launch also saw 
participation from 
several district offi-
cials, staff  members, 
and public represent-
atives. Following the 
inauguration, both 
the MLA and the Col-
lector interacted with 
beneficiaries and 
sampled the meals 
served, receiving pos-
itive feedback from 
citizens appreciative 
of  the government’s 
initiative.

TPN Bureau | Nov 10
Pedakurapadu: Ped-

akurapadu MLA Praveen 
Bhāshyam actively par-
ticipated in a series of  
developmental programs 
across Bellamkonda 
mandal on Monday, 
marking the inaugura-
tion and foundation 
stone laying of  several 
infrastructure works 
worth crores of  rupees. 
These initiatives, aimed 
at improving road con-
nectivity and public 
amenities, are expected 
to boost the region’s 
overall growth and ac-
cessibility. Addressing 
gatherings at various lo-
cations, the MLA laid the 
foundation for a new BT 
road connecting Ven-
kataiapalem and Manne-
sultaanpalem villages, to 
be constructed at a cost 
of  ₹ 5 crore. 

He also inaugurated 
the new Secretariat 
building and the adja-

cent internal CC road in 
Bellamkonda, developed 
with a budget of  Rs. 60 
lakh. In Sri Ram An-
janeyapuram village, 
Praveen laid the founda-
tion stone for a CC road 
funded under the NREGS 
scheme at a cost of  ₹1.25 
crore. Continuing his de-
velopment drive, he in-
augurated three newly 
built Anganwadi centres 
in Bellamkonda, con-
structed with ₹16 lakh 
under the “Mana Badi – 
Mana Bhavishyathu” 
initiative. 

At the Kolluru Sri 
Prasannanjaneya Swa-
my Temple, the MLA 
was accorded a tradition-
al welcome by temple of-
ficials, including Execu-
tive Officer Sanimella 
Kotireddy and chief  
priest Borra Venkata 
Anantacharyulu. Special 
pujas were performed on 
t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  a n d 
Bhāshyam also partici-
pated in the oath-taking 
ceremonies of  the new 
committees of  the tem-
ple and Nandirajupalem 
society. Speaking on the 

occasion, the MLA re-
called his deep spiritual 
connection with Lord 
Anjaneya, mentioning 
that shortly after visit-
ing the Kolluru temple, 
his election ticket was 
confirmed. 

He said that he began 
and ended his election 
campaign in the pres-
ence of  Anjaneya Swa-
my, attributing his politi-
cal success to divine 
blessings. Bhāshyam ex-
pressed his commitment 
to developing the Kollu-
ru temple complex on 
par with the famous Ha-
numan Junction shrine, 
turning it into a key reli-
gious and tourist desti-
nation. He further an-
nounced plans to develop 
the road connecting Ket-
avaram Lakshmi Nar-
asimha Swamy temple 
before the upcoming 
Pushkaralu festival, im-
proving pilgrimage ac-
cess for devotees. 
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Hyderabad: The city 

is set to witness one of  
the most significant 
corporate and social 
gatherings of  the year 
as the second edition of  
the South India’s Larg-
est CSR Summit takes 
place on November 12, 
2025. Scheduled from 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
the event aims to bring 
together a wide spec-
trum of  professionals, 
government officials, 
corporate leaders, and 
social innovators to dis-
cuss the evolving land-
scape of  Corporate So-
cial  Responsibility 
(CSR) in India.

Over 1,500 prominent 
participants, including 
top executives from 
leading corporations, 
CSR professionals, poli-
cy makers, representa-
tives from non-govern-
mental organizations, 

and social entrepre-
neurs, are expected to 
attend. The summit 
will focus on major 
themes such as sustain-
able development, so-
cial innovation, collab-
orative partnerships, 
and inclusive growth 
issues that have be-
come central to the cor-
porate sustainability 
agenda in recent years. 

A series of  panel dis-
cussions, keynote ses-
sions, and interactive 
workshops are planned 
to explore how busi-
nesses can align social 
goals with economic 
progress. 

The event will also 
feature showcases of  
innovative CSR pro-
jects and best practice 
presentations from 
across India, providing 
attendees with opportu-
nities to learn, share, 
and for m strategic 
partnerships. 

Dedicated network-
ing sessions will allow 
participants to engage 
with thought leaders 
and explore avenues for 
cross-sector collabora-
tions.Representing the 
Government of  Andhra 
Pradesh, Narasaraopet 
MLA Dr. Chadalavada 
Aravinda Babu has 
been formally invited 
to attend as a special 
guest. He will partici-
pate in the summit as 
the official government 
representative, reflect-
ing the state’s growing 
emphasis on strength-
ening CSR initiatives 
and building partner-
ships with industries 

across state borders. 
His participation is 

seen as a step toward 
enhancing collabora-
tion between Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana 
in the CSR and social 
innovation sectors.
Originally scheduled 
for November 8, the 
summit was resched-
uled to November 12 to 
accommodate key dele-
gates and ensure wider 
participation. 

Hosted in Hyderabad, 
the event underscores 
South India’s emer-
gence as a regional hub 
for sustainable busi-
ness and corporate re-
sponsibility initia tives.

MLA Praveen Bhāshyam Launches 
Key Development Works 

TPN Bureau | Nov 10 
East Godavari: Allega-

tions of  irregular land 
registrations have sur-
faced at the Kadiyam 
Sub-Registrar Office in 
Rajamahendravaram 
Rural Mandal, where of-
ficials are accused of  
registering prohibited 
lands despite clear re-
strictions. The contro-
versy centers around 
Survey No. 21/8 of  Hu-
kumpeta village, which 
is  l isted under the 
Andhra Pradesh Real Es-
tate Regulatory Author-
ity’s (AP RERA) prohib-
ited category. Despite 
this restriction, records 
show that the land was 
recently registered in 
violation of  norms. Ac-
cording to established 
procedure, lands includ-
ed in the prohibited list 
such as gover nment 
lands, Inam lands, or tho 
se under court disputes 
cannot be registered un-
less a competent author-
ity issues explicit clear-
ance, such as a court 
order, NOC, or a Collec-
tor’s directive. 

 
However, reports sug-

gest that the Kadiyam 
Sub-Registrar Office has 

been registering such 
lands by misinterpreting 
a 2022 government circu-
lar (Memo No. G1/1 
9131/2005 dated 13.06.2 
022) from the Registra-
tion and Stamps Depart-
ment.The circular tem-
porarily lifted restrict 
ions on registrations re-
lated to certain DTCP 
(Town and Country Plan-
ning) layouts but did not 
extend the relaxation to 
RERA-prohibited or oth-
er restricted lands. De-
spite this, Kadiyam offi-
cials allegedly cited this 
circular to justify the 
registration of  the RE-

RA-listed property, a 
move legal experts de-
scribe as a gross misin-
terpretation of  govern-
ment orders.

Local sources allege 
that certain employees 
in the registrar’s office, 
acting under political or 
broker pressure, pro-
cessed registrations for 
prohibited lands in ex-
change for bribes. In 
some cases,  owners 
claim that transactions 
were carried out without 
their knowledge, raising 
concerns of  fraud and 
collusion. Past instances 
reportedly include the 
registration of  irriga-
tion and government 
lands based on manipu-
lated documents.

The violations are not 
just procedural errors 
but could potentially 
lead to major legal com-
plications, property loss, 
and prolonged court bat-
tles for affected individu-

als. Section 22(A) of  the 
Registration Act, 1908 
expressly forbids regis-
tration of  lands under 
restriction,  making 
these actions legally un-
tenable.Public outrage is 
growing, with residents 
and legal experts de-
manding a full-fledged 
investigation by the Dis-
trict Registrar and the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
Stamps and Registra-
tion. They are calling for 
disciplinary and crimi-
nal proceedings against 
responsible officers. 

Observers warn that 
if  unchecked, such prac-
tices could turn into a 
“prohibited lands regis-
tration mafia,” under-
mining public trust in 
the state’s land registra-
tion system.This case 
highlights the urgent 
need for administrative 
vigilance and transpar-
ency in land documenta-
tion procedures across 
Andhra Pradesh.

Hyderabad to Host South India’s CSR 
Summit – 2nd Edition on November 12

Anna Canteen 
Inaugurated at Palnadu 

District Collector’s 
Office to Serve Visiting 

Citizens
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Vinukonda, Palnadu 

District: A massive loan 
distribution program 
o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e 
Andhra Pradesh Gra-
meena Bank was held 
on Monday at the Y Con-
vention Hall, Vinukon-
da. Narasaraopet MP 
Lavu Sri Krishnadevar-
ayalu and Government 
Chief  Whip GV An-
janeyulu attended the 
event as chief  guests, 
distributing loan sanc-
tion letters and cheques 
to beneficiaries across 
the Palnadu district. 
Loans totaling Rs 650 
crores have been sanc-
tioned for DWCRA wom-

en’s groups, farmers, 
small-scale entrepre-
neurs, and artisan fami-

lies. Speaking on the oc-
casion, GV Anjaneyulu 
said financial empower-

ment of  rural families 
is vital for economic 
self-reliance and credit-

MP, Chief Whip Distribute Loans 
Worth Rs 650 Crores in Palnadu

Registration of prohibited lands 
in Rajahmundry  poses a threat

ed banks for their pro-
active role. 

He termed the sanc-
tioning of  Rs 650 crores 
to women’s self-help 
gro ups as a historic 
milestone. Emphasiz-
ing the importance of  
credit access, he noted 
that small and low-in-
come families rely 
heavily on banking 
support for progress.
He advised banks to 
adopt a positive ap-
proach towards farm 
loans, horticulture, 
dairy development, ir-
rigation, and allied sec-
tors. Anjaneyulu high-
lighted that Chief  
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu’s Vision 
2047 aims to raise the 
annual income of  eve-
ry household in the 
state to Rs 55 lakh. 

He urged citizens to 
maintain good credit 
scores to avail loans 

easily and encouraged 
solar panel installa-
tions for farmers to cut 
electricity costs and 
improve their earn-
ings.MP Lavu Sri 
Krishnadevarayalu 
stressed that strong 
banks create strong vil-
lages. He underlined 
the role of  banking in-
stitutions in support-
ing farmers, traders, 
and rural busine sses. 

He also called for 
greater focus on small 
enterprises, livestock, 
dairy, and horticulture 
loans while promoting 
digital banking aware-
ness among rural peo-
ple.The event was at-
tended by DCCB Chai 
rman Makkena Mall-
ikarjuna Rao, bank of-
ficials, branch manag-
ers, self-help group 
representatives, and 
numerous  benef ic 
iaries.

MLA Yarapatineni Performs 
Special Rituals at Bugga 
Malleswara Swamy Temple

TPN Bureau | Nov 
10, Machavaram (Pal-
nadu District): Gu-
razala MLA Yarapat-
ineni Srinivasa Rao 
perfor med special 
rituals and abhishek-
am to Lord Bugga 
Malleswara Swamy 
and Goddess Bhrama-
ramba at the ancient 
temple near Morjam-
padu in Machavaram 
mandal on the auspi-
cious occasion of  Kar-
tika Somavaram. 

 
The lawmaker was 

warmly welcomed by 
priests with Poorna-
kumbham honors as 
per temple tradition.
During the visit, MLA 
Srinivasa Rao person-
ally reviewed the fa-
cilities being offered 
to devotees by the 
temple committee and 
interacted with tem-
ple authorities to dis-
cuss areas that could 
be improved for the 
convenience of  pil-
grims. He appreciated 
the committee’s ef-
forts in preserving 
the sanctity and en-

suring smooth con-
duct of  rituals during 
the holy month.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, MLA Yarapat-
ineni recalled the 
great historical and 
spiritual significance 
of  the Bugga Malles 
wara Swamy temple, 
describing it as a 
shrine that has stood 
since the time of  an-
cient sages and contin 
ues to hold immense 
reverence in the re-
gion. He highlighted 
that temples like this 
are not only a reflec-
tion of  local heritage 
but also centers of  
faith that unite com-
muni ties.

A large number of  
devotees participated 
in the special poojas 
and witnessed the tra-
ditional abhishekam 
rituals with devotion 
and enthusiasm. The 
atmosphere resonated 
with devotional chan 
ts as the serene sur-
roundings of  the tem-
ple came alive with 
spiritual fervor on 
this sacred day.
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Youth Employment Drives Bihar Poll Agendas Ahead 
of Elections

 As Bihar heads to 
P h a s e  1  A s s e m b l y 
elections,  youth em-
ployment has emerged 
as  the  central  issue 
shaping political nar-
r at ive s.  Pa r t i e s  a re 
tailoring their prom-
ises to attract young 
voters, who form a sig-
nificant portion of  the 
electorate and are in-
creasingly vocal about 
the need for local job 
opportunities and in-
dustrial growth.

In Patna, the newly-
b u i l t  G a n g a  r i v e r -
f r o n t ,  d u b b e d  t h e 
city’s ‘Marine Drive,’ 
i s  b u s t l i n g  w i t h 
youngsters unwinding 
a f t e r  l o n g  d ay s  o f  
c o m p e t i t i v e  e x a m 
pre parations.  Many, 
l ike  Ankit  Kumar,  a 
TRE aspirant, empha-
size that employment 
remains the top prior-
ity for Bihar’s youth. 
“Youth toh sabse peh-
l e  r o z g a a r  c h a a h t a 
hai ,  chaahe  koi  bhi 

h o , ”  h e  r e m a r k e d , 
highlighting a senti-
m e n t  s h a re d  a c ro s s 
the state.

Political parties are 
responding  with  di -
verse promises.  The 
NDA has pledged one 
crore new jobs along-
side initiatives for in-
dustrial development 
and infrastructure ex-
pansion. The goal is to 
create  an ecosystem 
where graduates and 
skilled youth can find 
e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h i n 
B i h a r,  re d u c i n g  t h e 
n e e d  t o  m i g r a t e  t o 
m e t r o s  l i k e  D e l h i , 
B e n g a l u r u ,  o r 
Mumbai.

Meanwhile, the Ma-
hagathbandhan is fo-
cusing on direct sup-
por t ,  proposing  one 
g ove r n m e n t  j o b  p e r 
household and unem-
ployment stipends to 
e a s e  t h e  i m m e d i at e 
pressure on young job 
seekers. Both allianc-
es recognize that ad-

dressing education-to-
e m p l o y m e n t  g a p s , 
skill development, and 
access  to  industrial 
jobs is essential to se-
cure the youth vote.

Experts note that Bi-
har’s youth face lim-
ited opportunities in 
l o c a l  i n d u s t r i e s  d e -
spite the state’s grow-
i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 
food processing,  and 
IT sectors. Young vot-
ers  are increasingly 
asking for companies 
and industries to set 
up operations locally, 
so they can build ca-
reers without leaving 
their hometowns. In-
dustrial hubs in Pat-
n a ,  M u z a f f a r p u r, 
Gaya, and Bhagalpur 
are being highlighted 
as  potential  centers 
for growth, particular-
ly in IT,  textile,  and 
agro-based sectors.

While some students 
express  satis f action 
with recent develop-
ment initiatives, many 

call for long-term, sus-
tainable employment 
r a t h e r  t h a n  s h o r t -
t e r m  s c h e m e s.  “ We 
want industries,  not 
just  promises,”  said 
a n o t h e r  y o u t h  i n 
Muzaffarpur.

Wi t h  j o b  c r e a t i o n 
taking center  sta g e, 
Bihar’s young elector-
ate is influencing po-
litical  agendas more 
than ever. As parties 
compete to win their 
favor, employment and 
i n d u s t r i a l  d e ve l o p -
ment are likely to re-
m a i n  k e y  d e t e r m i -
nants  o f  the  s tate ’s 
political landscape in 
this election season.

The focus on youth 
j o b s  u n d e r s c o r e s  a 
broader demand: that 
Bihar’s  development 
translates into tangi-
ble career opportuni-
ties, empowering local 
ta lent  and reducing 
the perennial outflow 
of  graduates to other 
states.

NCLAT Rulings Spotlight India’s 
Tough Stance on Big Tech

India’s regulators are send-
ing a clear message to Big 
Tech, as the National Compa-
ny Law Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT) recently ruled on 
WhatsApp’s privacy practices, 
upholding a penalty while 
scrapping a blanket ban on 
data sharing with Meta. The 
decision highlights India’s 
balanced approach—penaliz-
ing unfair practices without 
i m p o s i n g  e x t r e m e 
restrictions.

The case traces back to No-

vember 2024, when the Compe-
tition Commission of  India 
(CCI) found that WhatsApp 
had abused its dominant posi-
tion by forcing users to accept 
its 2021 privacy policy, which 
allowed user data sharing 
with Meta for advertising and 
business purposes. The CCI 
fined Meta and WhatsApp Rs 
213 crore and imposed a five-
year data-sharing ban. On ap-
peal, the NCLAT agreed that 
the privacy update restricted 
user choice and transparency, 

upholding the fine, but re-
moved the data-sharing ban, 
stating that the CCI had not 
demonstrated specific market 
harm.

India’s regulatory scrutiny 
extends beyond WhatsApp. In 
2022, Google was fined Rs 1,337 
crore for leveraging its domi-
nance in the Android ecosys-
tem by pre-installing apps like 
Search, Chrome, and You-
Tube, limiting consumer 
choice and challenging small-
er competitors. A separate 

CCI case against Google’s Play 
Store billing policies resulted 
in a Rs 936.44 crore fine, later 
reduced by the NCLAT to 
about Rs 216.69 crore, empha-
sizing the need for transpar-
ency and allowing developers 
alternative payment options.

E-commerce giants have 
also been under the lens. Ama-
zon and Flipkart faced investi-
gations over preferential 
treatment to certain sellers 
and the use of  foreign invest-
ment structures to subsidize 
services, disadvantaging ordi-
nary vendors. The CCI im-
posed a Rs 200 crore penalty 
on Amazon in 2021 for misre-
porting investment details, 
which the NCLAT upheld in 
2022. The Supreme Court later 
stayed the recovery pending 
further hearings.

These cases demonstrate In-
dia’s proactive approach to 
regulating market dominance, 
ensuring fair competition 
while avoiding blanket re-
strictions that could disrupt 
digital markets. Analysts note 
that India’s tech policy frame-
work is evolving, combining 
penalties, monitoring, and 
regulatory oversight to pro-
tect consumer interests and 
support a level playing field.

With scrutiny extending to 
WhatsApp, Google, Amazon, 
Flipkart, and X (formerly 
Twitter), India is positioning 
itself  as a country where Big 
Tech must comply with com-
petition norms or face signifi-
cant penalties, sending a 
strong signal to the global tech 
industry.

Delhi’s Air Crisis: When Lungs 
Become Collateral Damage

 Delhi’s struggle with air 
pollution has reached a point 
where breathing itself  has be-
come a daily challenge, yet 
public concern and official ac-
countability appear to be fad-
ing. Research shows that toxic 
air is shortening residents’ 
lifespans by nearly a decade, 
but the combination of  politi-
cal inaction, public indiffer-
ence, and “whataboutery” has 
normalized Delhi’s smog-
filled days.

In previous years, citizens 
would raise alarms, post pic-
tures wearing masks, and 
c a m p a i g n  o n l i n e  w i t h 
hashtags like #rightto-
breathe. Many still voice con-
cerns, but a growing number 
of  Delhiites have resigned 
themselves to coping rather 
than protesting. Air purifiers, 
masks, WFH options, and 
short escapes from the city 
have become the modern sur-
vival toolkit, but those with-
out resources are left strug-
gling in silence.

A troubling development 
this year is the erosion of  
trust in air quality data. Citi-
zens no longer see the annual 
ritual of  checking AQI before 
stepping out as meaningful. 
Allegations of  tampering 
with AQI readings and water 
spraying at pollution sensors 
have cast doubt on official 
numbers. As a result, people 
are forced to breathe toxic air 
without reliable information, 
leaving both lungs and minds 
compromised.

Public engagement on pol-
lution issues has shifted. So-
cial media debates often place 
citizens on trial rather than 

officials. Questions like “Why 
are farmers burning stub-
ble?” or “What did the previ-
ous government do?” domi-
nate discussions, shifting 
focus from systemic account-
ability to individual justifica-
tions. Persistent headaches, 
coughs, and sore throats fur-
ther silence dissent, as people 
opt for quiet endurance over 
confrontation.

Even street protests face re-
strictions. Demonstrations at 
India Gate are quickly dis-
persed by police, forcing ac-
tivists to relocate to designat-
ed spots like Jantar Mantar, 
while Supreme Court orders 
on limited firecracker win-
dows are openly flouted dur-
ing Diwali. The message is 
clear: citizens are restricted 

in protest, even as air quality 
continues to worsen.

Delhi’s air crisis exempli-
fies a grim reality: while po-
litical blame-games and social 
media fights continue, the 
real victims are the lungs of  
the city’s residents. Clean air 
is not a political prize to be de-
bated; it is a basic necessity, 
yet every year, Delhiites are 
forced to sacrifice their health 
as part of  a recurring, seem-
ingly inescapable cycle.

In the end, the fight for 
clean air remains lost in ritu-
alized tolerance, while those 
who breathe the toxic air bear 
the consequences silently. The 
debate may continue, but the 
lungs of  Delhi will never 
forget.

Despite Health Campaigns, Blood Clot Awareness Remains Dangerously Low
Behind many sudden 

deaths in India lies an 
often-overlooked killer 
— blood clots that block 
blood flow to the heart, 
lungs, or brain. Globally, 
one in four deaths is 
linked to clotting disor-
ders, more than those 
caused by AIDS, breast 
cancer, or road accidents 
combined. In India, clots 
strike at a younger age 
than in the West, often 
during people’s  most 
productive years. Of  the 
2.5 million heart-related 
deaths reported annual-
ly in India, a significant 
portion is triggered by 
clot formation.

Despite major cam-
paigns for diabetes and 
hyper tension,  public 
awareness about clotting 
remains alarmingly low. 
Warning signs — chest 

pain, swelling in a leg, 
shortness of  breath, or 
dizziness — are often ig-
nored until it’s too late. 
Conditions such as deep 
vein thrombosis (DVT) 
and pulmonary embo-
lism (PE), collectively 
known as venous throm-
boembolism, can recur 
and cause lasting dam-
age or sudden death if  
untreated.

The Covid-19 pandem-
ic drew brief  attention 
to  clotting disorders 
when infections were 
found to  make blood 
more prone to clotting by 
damaging vessels and ac-
tivating platelets. The D-
dimer test, which detects 
fragments of  clots in the 
bloodstream,  became 
widely known. However, 
as the pandemic faded, 
so did public concern.

The risk of  clotting is 
higher among people 
who are sedentary, obese, 
d i a b e t i c ,  r e c ove r i n g 
from surgery, or under-
going cancer therapy. 
Women face additional 
risks during pregnancy 
or while taking oral con-
traceptives, and soldiers 
stationed at high alti-
tudes are also vulnerable 
due to low oxygen and 
dehydration.

Exper ts  stress that 
prevention is simple — 
move more, sit less, and 
stay hydrated. Standing 
or walking every hour 
can significantly reduce 
risk. Treatment has also 
advanced, with modern 
anticoagulants such as 
dabigatran and rivaroxa-
ban providing  safer, 
more targeted options 
than older drugs like 

warfarin. India has con-
tributed to innovation in 
this field through the 
Council of  Scientific and 
Industrial  Research’s 
streptokinase enzyme 
and ongoing research at 
IISc and IIT (BHU) into 
nano-based therapies.

India’s first national 
registry for clotting dis-
o r d e r s ,  i - R e g Ve D , 
launched by the ICMR in 
2022, is already helping 
shape hospital protocols. 
Still, experts call for a 
nationwide awareness 
campaign across work-
places,  airl ines,  and 
hospitals.

Blood clots may kill si-
lently, but with early rec-
ognition,  prevention, 
and timely care, India 
can  tur n  this  s i lent 
threat into a preventable 
one.
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Canvassing ends for Bihar final phase polls; 
3.7 cr voters to seal fate of 1,302 leaders

TPN Correspondent | Varanasi

Campaigning for the sec-
ond and final phase of  Bi-
har assembly elections 
concluded on Sunday, 
ahead of  polling on No-
vember 11. This phase cov-
ers 122 seats across 20 dis-
tricts, with results slated 
for November 14.

The closing day saw a 
flurry of  high-profile cam-

paigning. Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, and 
Leader of  Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi led the blitz-
krieg. Rahul Gandhi ad-
d r e s s e d  r a l l i e s  i n 
Kishanganj and Purnea, 
reiterating allegations of  
“vote theft” and claiming 
that Prime Minister Modi, 
Shah, and the Election 

Commission have no an-
swers. Shah, campaigning 
in Sasaram and Arwal, ac-
cused the INDIA bloc of  
creating a “corridor for in-
filtrators” while present-
ing PM Modi’s vision of  an 
“industrial corridor.”

Over 3.7 crore voters 
will decide the fate of  1,302 
candidates across 45,399 
polling booths. Bihar po-

lice and central forces 
have beefed up security, 
sealing borders with Ne-
p a l ,  U t t a r  P r a d e s h , 
Jharkhand, and West Ben-
gal, with 150 additional 
central companies de-
ployed for tighter vigi-
lance than the first phase.

This phase includes See-
manchal (dense Muslim 
population), Kosi region 

(large EBC population), 
parts of  Mithilanchal, and 
Champaran. Unlike the 
first phase, where the Ma-
hagathbandhan defended 
most seats, the NDA now 
carries the onus. In 2020, 
the NDA won 70 seats in 
this region, while the Ma-
hagathbandhan secured 
50.

Among NDA candidates, 
53 are from BJP, 44 JD(U), 
15 LJP (Chirag Paswan), 
four RLD, and six HAM. 
Key ministers under CM 
Nitish Kumar, including 
Bijendra Yadav, Nitish 
Mishra, Renu Devi, and 
Lesie Singh, are in the 
fray. For the Mahagath-
bandhan, RJD fields 72, 
Congress 37, VIP 10, and 
other allies four candi-
dates. Leaders like Tejash-
wi Yadav, Priyanka Gan-
dhi,  and Mallikarjun 
Kharge campaigned exten-
sively, though Tejashwi 
b o r e  t h e  m a i n 
responsibility.

Key campaign themes 
included industrializa-
tion, job creation, infiltra-
tion concerns, and claims 
of  “jungle raj” under op-
position rule. PM Modi 
urged voters to exceed the 
first phase turnout of  
65%, while both sides 
claimed confidence of  
victory.

Unlimited possibilities to strengthen India, Angola 
ties in various sectors: Murmu

TPN Correspondent | Patna

President Droupadi 
Murmu has highlighted 
the “unlimited possibili-
ties” for expanding ties be-
tween India and Angola 
across multiple sectors, 
including energy, agricul-
ture, food processing, and 
medicines. She also noted 
opportunities to strength-
en collaboration in critical 
minerals exploration and 
diamond processing.

Speaking during bilat-
eral discussions with An-
gola President João Ma-
nuel Gonçalves Lourenço 
on November 9, 2025, in 
Luanda, Murmu empha-
sized the potential for 
deeper cooperation that 
could benefit both nations 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d 
strategically.

This visit marks the 
first state visit to Angola 
by an Indian President, re-
flecting the growing im-
portance of  the partner-
s h i p.  M u r m u ’s  t r i p 
coincides with Angola’s 
50th Independence Day 
celebrations on November 
11, which she is set to at-

tend. It also comes during 
the commemoration of  40 
years of  diplomatic rela-
tions between India and 
Angola, established in 
1985.

President Murmu de-
scribed the bilateral dis-
cussions as an opportuni-
ty to explore innovative 
approaches to trade and 
investment, particularly 

in sectors crucial for sus-
tainable development. She 
stressed that enhancing 
ties in critical minerals 
and diamond processing 
could pave the way for mu-

tually beneficial industri-
al projects and technology 
exchanges.

The visit also includes 
engagements aimed at 
deepening cultural and 
educational ties and boost-
ing people-to-people con-
nections, strengthening 
the overall framework of  
India-Angola relations.

The two leaders reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to expanding cooperation 
across sectors while ex-
ploring new avenues for 
economic growth, invest-
ment, and technological 
collaboration. Murmu’s 
visit underscores India’s 
intent to enhance strate-
gic partnerships in Africa, 
focusing on sectors that 
can deliver tangible bene-
fits to both countries.

The discussions set the 
stage for a renewed road-
map of  collaboration, 
marking a milestone in 
the evolving relationship 
between India and Angola, 
with a focus on sustaina-
ble development, econom-
ic growth, and long-term 
strategic partnership.

Registration not mandatory, we are recognised 
as a body of individuals: RSS chief

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) chief  
Mohan Bhagwat clarified 
on Sunday that the organ-
isation does not require 
formal registration, stat-
ing that it is “recognised 
a s  a  b o d y  o f  
individuals.”

Bha gwat ’s  remarks 
came during his address 
at the ‘100 Years of  Sangh 

Journey: New Horizons’ 
lecture series in Bengalu-
ru on November 9, 2025. 
The RSS head responded 
to repeated questions re-
garding the organisa-
tion’s registration status, 
explaining that the group 
operates as a collective of  
volunteers rather than a 
legally registered entity.

The clarification is sig-
nificant given longstand-

ing public and media in-
terest in the RSS’s legal 
and organisational frame-
work. Despite not being 
formally registered, the 
RSS has historical ly 
maintained a wide net-
work of  affiliates, schools, 
and community service 
initiatives across India.

During the lecture, 
Bhagwat also highlighted 
the RSS’s century-long 

journey, focusing on its 
societal and cultural con-
tributions. He reiterated 
that the Sangh functions 
through the dedication 
and voluntary participa-
tion of  its members rath-
er than relying on legal 
formalities.

Experts note that while 
the RSS operates without 
formal registration, it has 
structured bodies and ini-

tiatives, including chari-
table, educational, and so-
cial outreach programs, 
which function within ex-
isting legal frameworks. 
Bhagwat’s comments un-
derline the organisation’s 
self-perception as a volun-
tary cultural movement 
rather than a convention-
al entity requiring statu-
tory recognition.

The lecture,  which 
marked Day 2 of  the se-
ries, drew attention to the 
RSS’s historical evolution 
and future vision. The 
chief  emphasised that the 
Sangh’s work continues to 
focus on nation-building, 
cultural education, and 
social service, staying 
true to its foundational 
ethos.

Bhagwat’s explanation 
regarding registration re-
inforces the RSS’s long-
standing position of  func-
t i o n i n g  a s  a 
volunteer-driven network 
and clarifies public que-
ries about its legal status, 
highlighting the distinc-
tion between administra-
tive registration and or-
ganisational legitimacy.

“Made Of Cardboard”: 
Udhayanidhi Stalin Jabs 

Actor Vijay, TVK Responds

Tamil Nadu Deputy 
Chief  Minister Udhay-
anidhi Stalin launched 
a veiled attack on actor-
turned-politician Vijay, 
suggesting that some 
individuals are enter-
ing politics without 
ideology or a strong 
foundation.

Speaking at the Plati-
num Jubilee celebration 
of  DMK, Stalin empha-
sised the importance of  
ideology in politics, say-
ing, “Ideology is the 
foundation of  DMK. If  
the foundation is strong, 
then the fort built on it 
will also remain strong. 
Today, some are trying 
to enter politics without 
any foundation.” His re-
marks were widely in-
terpreted as a reference 
to Vijay, who heads the 
Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK).

In a sarcastic analogy, 

Stalin compared Vijay 
and TVK to replica mod-
els of  the Taj Mahal and 
Eiffel Tower, saying, 
“People get excited, take 
selfies, and feel thrilled. 
But those are just made 
of  cardboard without 
any foundation or ideol-
ogy. A slight touch or 
wind is enough.” He 
added that the DMK was 
built through decades 
of  struggle and sacri-
fice, recalling the par-
ty’s hardships during 
the Emergency.

TVK swiftly respond-
ed to the comments. 
Loyola Mani, a TVK 
spokesperson, ques-
tioned Stalin’s own po-
litical credentials, writ-
ing on X, “Udhayanidhi 
Stalin says DMK was 
built through sacrifice 
and struggle. But what 
is his role in that move-
ment? What protests 

has he faced? What sac-
rifices has he made?”

Mani also raised ques-
tions about Stalin’s po-
litical rise, saying, “On 
what basis was he given 
the youth wing post and 
ticket to contest elec-
tions? Tell us what qual-
ifications you have be-
yond being the grandson 
of  former Chief  Minis-
ter M Karunanidhi and 
the son of  MK Stalin.”

TVK concluded by as-
serting its political am-
bitions, claiming it will 
defeat the ruling DMK 
in the 2026 Tamil Nadu 
assembly elections. The 
exchange highlights in-
creasing tensions ahead 
of  the state elections, 
with veteran and new 
political players stak-
ing positions and draw-
ing sharp lines in the 
s t a t e ’ s  p o l i t i c a l 
landscape.

“Love PM Modi Bit Too 
Much”: Chirag Paswan 
Affirms Loyalty To NDA

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  | 
Kolkata

Lok Janshakti Party 
(Ram Vilas) chief  Chi-
rag Paswan reaffirmed 
his unwavering support 
for Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday, 
saying he is “insepara-
ble” from the PM and 
emphasizing that he 
will remain part of  the 
National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA).

Speaking to ANI, Pas-
wan dismissed specula-
tion about a post-poll al-
liance after the Bihar 
elections. “As long as 
my Prime Minister is 
there, I am absolutely 
not going anywhere. My 
dedication and my love 
remain. I love him a bit 
too much,” he said. He 
noted that while he 
communicates with 
Congress MP Priyanka 
Gandhi, he has no in-

tention of  leaving the 
NDA fold.

Reflecting on his fa-
ther Ram Vilas Pas-
wan’s political legacy, 
Chirag highlighted the 
LJP’s historical pattern 
of  joining alliances be-
fore elections rather 
than post-poll. He re-
called how his father, 
often called the political 
“weatherman,” joined 
the UPA in 2004, leading 
to its unexpected victo-
ry. Chirag stressed that 
he continues this tradi-
tion of  strategic allianc-
es and loyalty.

Formed in 2000, the 
LJP initially joined the 
NDA, parted ways in 
2002, and later joined 
the UPA in 2004. Follow-
ing Ram Vilas Paswan’s 
death in 2020, the party 
split into two factions: 
LJP (Ram Vilas) led by 
Chirag, and Rashtriya 

LJP led by Pashupati 
Kumar Paras. Chirag 
rejoined the NDA ahead 
of  the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections, winning all 
five seats contested in 
Bihar.

Paswan reiterated his 
party’s focus on devel-
opment and the “Bihar 
First,  Bihari First” 
agenda. He expressed 
confidence in the NDA 
forming a strong gov-
ernment in Bihar, at-
tributing it to public 
faith in the “double-en-
gine” government.

The upcoming second 
phase of  the 2025 Bihar 
assembly polls will be 
crucial for the NDA, de-
ciding the fate of  key 
ministers from both 
JD(U) and BJP, includ-
ing Nitish Kumar’s cab-
inet members and other 
senior leaders in north-
ern Bihar strongholds.
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“People Against Tariff Fools”: Trump Pledges $2,000 
“Dividends” To Americans

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald 
Trump has doubled down 
on his controversial tariff  
policies, promising that 
every American—exclud-
ing the wealthiest—will 
receive at least $2,000 from 
tariff  revenues. The pledge 
comes as the US Supreme 
Court questions the legal-
ity of  his sweeping trade 
measures, marking a key 
test of  executive powers in 
global economic policy.

Trump defended his ap-
proach on his Truth Social 
platform, calling critics of  
tariffs “fools” and assert-
ing that his policies have 
made the United States the 
“richest” and “most re-
spected” nation in the 
world. He claimed that tar-
iffs have driven record do-
mestic investment, with 
new factories and plants 
being established across 
the country, and have con-
tributed to “almost no in-
flation” and historically 
high 401(k) values.

“Businesses are pouring 
into the USA ONLY BE-
CAUSE OF TARIFFS,” 
Trump wrote, emphasiz-
ing that his strategy has 
incentivized domestic 

growth while reshaping 
the trade landscape. He 
also framed his actions as 
a matter of  national secu-
rity, questioning why the 
president could not impose 

tariffs even when foreign 
countries levy duties on 
the United States.

Trump’s remarks follow 
a Supreme Court hearing 
where justices—both con-

servative and liberal—
challenged the administra-
tion’s use of  a 1977 law 
designed for national 
emergencies to justify 
broad tariffs. The court 

questioned whether such a 
sweeping executive action 
requires clear congres-
sional approval, with some 
conservative justices ac-
knowledging the presi-

dent’s inherent powers in 
foreign trade but indicat-
ing a potential split in 
judgment. The case stems 
from lawsuits filed by 12 
states and several busi-
nesses,  arguing that 
Trump’s tariffs exceeded 
executive authority.

If  upheld, the tariffs 
could generate trillions of  
dollars in revenue over the 
next decade, a significant 
portion of  which Trump 
says will fund “tariff  divi-
dends” for Americans. He 
framed the payouts as a re-
ward to citizens benefiting 
from his economic poli-
cies, while critics argue 
that the plan is economi-
cally risky and legally 
questionable.

The Supreme Court’s de-
cision will have far-reach-
ing implications, not only 
for the legality of  Trump’s 
tariffs but also for the lim-
its of  presidential power 
in shaping trade policy. 
Until then, Trump contin-
ues to champion his tariff  
program as a hallmark of  
his economic and foreign 
policy legacy, vowing to 
use the funds collected to 
directly benefit the Ameri-
can public.

China Suspends Special Port Fees on U.S. 
Ships

TPN Correspondent |   Beijing

China announced on 
Monday that it will sus-
pend “special port fees” 
on U.S. vessels for one 
year, in a move signaling a 
tentative thaw in trade 
tensions between the two 
economic powers. The 
suspension will take effect 
simultaneously with the 
United States’ temporary 
pause on levies targeting 
Chinese ships, reinforcing 
a fragile trade truce.

The decision comes af-
ter a series of  months 
marked by a volatile trade 
and tariff  war between 
Washington and Beijing, 
which had disrupted glob-
al supply chains and 
raised concerns about the 
world economy. Chinese 
officials described the sus-
pension as a reciprocal 
step following Washing-
ton’s recent easing of  cer-
tain tariffs on Chinese 
goods.

The agreement follows 
the recent meeting be-
tween Presidents Xi Jin-
ping and Donald Trump in 
South Korea, which ob-

servers hailed as a turn-
ing point in U.S.-China 
economic relations. While 
the overall trade war re-
mains unresolved, both 

countries appear willing 
to explore temporary com-
promises to stabilize bilat-
eral commerce and avoid 
further escalation.

Analysts view the sus-
pension of  special port 
fees as a practical meas-
ure with immediate ben-
efits for shipping compa-

nies and import-export 
businesses. U.S. vessels 
docking in major Chinese 
ports such as Shenzhen, 
Shanghai, and Guang-

zhou will be exempt from 
these additional charges 
for the duration of  the 
year-long suspension, re-
ducing operational costs 
and improving trade 
flows.

Despite the positive 
steps, experts caution 
that the truce is precari-
ous. Core issues such as 
intellectual  property, 
technology transfer, and 
long-term tariff  struc-
tures remain unresolved. 
Both nations are expected 
to continue high-level ne-
gotiations in the coming 
months to build a more 
durable framework for 
economic cooperation.

For now, the suspension 
of  port fees is a visible 
sign of  mutual goodwill 
and the potential for eas-
ing tensions, offering a 
temporary reprieve to in-
d u s t r i e s  a f f e c t e d  by 
months of  trade hostili-
ties. Stakeholders in the 
shipping and logistics sec-
tors are closely monitor-
ing further developments 
to gauge the stability of  
this emerging detente.

Nepal Urged to Seek India’s Support for March Polls
T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |   

Kathmandu

 Nepali Congress leader 
and for mer minister 
Minendra Rijal has urged 
Nepal’s interim govern-
ment to actively seek lo-
gistical support from In-
dia and other friendly 
n at i o n s  t o  e n s u re  a 
smooth conduct of  the up-
coming March 2026 gen-
eral elections.

In an exclusive state-
ment to ANI, Rijal high-
lighted the challenges and 
limited resources facing 
the election authorities. 
He emphasized that the 
government should not 
hesitate to request assis-
tance from neighboring 
countries, particularly In-
dia, due to the open and 
porous border that makes 
logistical coordination 
easier.

“We’re not in the ideal 
time, so given what we 
have today, we must care-
fully assess what we need 
in terms of  managing lo-
gistics,” Rijal said. “Sup-
port from our friends, es-
pecially India, can be 
invaluable. Logistics can 
be easily brought from 
that side of  the border 
compared to the northern 

side. Other bilateral do-
nors and multilateral or-
ganizations can also play 
a critical role.”

Rijal framed such coop-
eration as an investment 
in Nepal’s democratic sta-

bility. He stressed that in-
t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t 
would help ensure the 
smooth conduct of  elec-
tions and allow the incom-
ing government to secure 
a legitimate mandate 

from the people. “We 
should be able to convince 
them this is an invest-
ment—an investment to 
put governance back to-
gether and ensure the 
new government has the 

people’s mandate,” he 
said.

With just four months 
remaining before the 
polls, Nepal has already 
launched its voter regis-
tration drive. Long queues 

have been reported out-
side district election of-
fices as the registration 
deadline of  November 16 
approaches. Only citizens 
who turn 18 by March 4, 
2026, will be eligible to 
vote in the elections that 
will elect a new House of  
Representatives.

Rijal’s comments un-
derscore the urgency of  
logistical preparedness 
and the importance of  in-
ternational cooperation 
in safeguarding the integ-
rity of  Nepal’s democrat-
ic process.The latest kid-
napping underscores the 
persistent threats faced 
by expatriates in the Sa-
hel region and the chal-
lenges Mali faces in main-
taining security amid 
continuing political insta-
bility and jihadist vio-
lence. Authorities in Mali 
and India are reportedly 
monitoring the situation 
closely and coordinating 
efforts for the safe release 
o f  t h e  k i d n a p p e d 
nationals.

The incident is expect-
ed to heighten concerns 
over investments and in-
ternational presence in 
Mali as the country strug-
gles to regain stability.

Super Typhoon Fung-
wong Kills Four in 

Philippines

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |  
Bamako

Five Indian nation-
als were kidnapped in 
western Mali last week, 
prompting urgent ac-
tion by the Indian Em-
bassy in Bamako. The 
hostages, employed by 
a company involved in 
electrification projects, 
were abducted near Ko-
bri on November 6. No 
group has yet claimed 
responsibility for the 
attack.

In a statement on X, 
the Indian Embassy 
said it is “working 
closely with the Malian 
authorities and the 
company concerned to 
secure their safe re-
lease as quickly as pos-
sible.” New Delhi is 
monitoring the situa-
tion closely, coordinat-
ing with local officials 
to ensure the hostages’ 
safety.

Mali, currently un-
der a military junta, 
has faced escalating 
unrest driven by crimi-
nal groups and jihad-
ists linked to Al-Qaeda 
and the Islamic State. 
Kidnappings targeting 
foreigners are increas-
ingly common, as secu-
rity forces struggle to 
contain militant activi-
ties and protect vital 
infrastructure.

T h e  k i d n a p p i n g 
comes amid worsening 
economic and security 
conditions, with the Al-

Qaeda-linked Group 
for the Support of  Is-
l a m  a n d  M u s l i m s 
( J N I M )  i m p o s i n g 
blockades and intensi-
fying attacks on high-
ways, fuel convoys, and 
gover nment forces. 
The group has also tar-
geted foreign workers, 
aid personnel, and in-
dustrial sites across 
Mali and the wider Sa-
hel region.

JNIM’s recent opera-
tions include the ab-
duction of  two Emirati 
nationals and an Ira-
nian near Bamako in 
September; the victims 
were released last week 
following a ransom re-
portedly exceeding $50 
million.

The growing threat 
has led several coun-
tries, including the 
United States, United 
Kingdom, and Germa-
ny, to issue urgent trav-
el advisories, urging 
citizens to leave Mali 
due to the “unpredict-
a b l e  s e c u r i t y 
situation.”

Authorities continue 
to assess the situation 
as efforts to secure the 
release of  the five Indi-
ans intensify. The inci-
dent underscores the 
persistent security 
risks faced by foreign 
workers in Mali and 
the broader Sahel re-
gion, where jihadist ac-
tivity remains a major 
destabilizing force.

Five Indians Kidnapped in 
Mali Amid Rising Jihadist 

Violence

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  | 
Philippines

S u p e r  T y p h o o n 
Fung-wong, one of  the 
strongest storms of  the 
year in the Philippines, 
has claimed four lives 
as authorities begin as-
sessing damage across 
the most populous is-
land of  Luzon. Over 
one million people 
were evacuated ahead 
of  the typhoon’s land-
fall on Sunday, amid 
howling winds, heavy 
rain, and storm swells.

Most of  the fatalities 
occurred due to a mud-
slide in Nueva Vizcaya, 
which buried a house 
and killed two chil-
dren, while two others 
died from drowning 
and fallen debris, offi-
cials reported. Region-
al civil defence authori-
ties also confirmed 
that landslides isolated 
at least four towns in 
Au r o r a  p r o v i n c e , 
where Fung-wong first 
made landfall.

Residents described 
a harrowing night as 
strong winds tore 
through rooftops and 
tree branches, making 
it impossible to sleep. 
Romeo Mariano, who 
sheltered with his 
grandmother in Isabela 
province, said, “When 
we got out to check our 
home, we saw the dam-

age,” though early as-
sessments suggest that 
the overall death toll is 
likely to remain low.

The storm has now 
shifted northeast to-
ward Taiwan, with sus-
tained winds dropping 
to between 130 kph and 
160 kph (80–100 mph). 
Meteorologists warn 
that while the typhoon 
has weakened slightly, 
its outer bands could 
still bring heavy rain 
and storm surges to 
coastal areas.

Fung-wong is the 
21st typhoon of  the 
year in the Philippines, 
striking just days after 
Typhoon Kalmaegi, 
which killed 224 people 
in the country and five 
in Vietnam. In antici-
pation of  further im-
pacts, the Taiwanese 
government has or-
dered evacuations in 
flood-prone areas, in-
cluding the town of  
Guangfu on the is-
land’s east coast, his-
torically vulnerable to 
t y p h o o n - i n d u c e d 
flooding.

Authorities continue 
to monitor the storm 
closely, urging resi-
dents in affected areas 
to stay indoors, follow 
evacuation orders, and 
avoid traveling through 
flooded or landslide-
prone zones.
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HUL Q2 Profit Rises 3.8% to ₹2,694 Crore
FMCG giant Hindustan 

Unilever Ltd (HUL) re-
ported a 3.8% rise in its 
consolidated net profit for 
the second quarter ending 
September 2025. The com-
pany’s net profit climbed 
to ₹2,694 crore, up from 
₹2,595 crore during the 
same quarter last year, ac-
cording to a regulatory fil-
ing released on October 
23.

HUL’s revenue for the 
quarter also saw growth, 
increasing by 2.1% to
₹16,034 crore compared to 
the year-ago period. The 
modest rise in revenue 
and profit reflects steady 
performance amid a com-
petitive and inflationary 
market environment.

The company’s board 
approved an interim divi-
dend of  ₹19 per share for 
the fiscal year 2025-26, un-
derscoring HUL’s commit-
ment to rewarding share-
holders amid consistent 
earnings growth.

HUL, one of  India’s 
leading fast-moving con-
sumer goods companies, 
operates across diverse 
product categories includ-
ing personal care, home 
care, and foods. Its steady 
quarterly results suggest 
resilience in the face of  
fluctuating raw material 
costs and changing con-
sumer demand.

The company continues 

to focus on innovation and 
market expansion to drive 
sustainable growth. HUL’s 
performance in Q2 also 
signals confidence in nav-
igating macroeconomic 
challenges, maintaining 
market share, and tapping 

into evolving consumer 
trends.

Industry experts view 
HUL’s steady profit and 
revenue growth as a posi-
tive sign for the FMCG 
sector, indicating under-
lying demand strength 

d e s p i t e  e c o n o m i c 
uncertainties.

With its robust portfolio 
and strategic initiatives, 
HUL remains well-posi-
tioned to capitalize on 
long-term growth oppor-
tunities in India’s vast 

consumer market.
The company is expect-

ed to maintain focus on 
cost efficiencies and digi-
tal transformation as it 
gears up for the remain-
der of  the fiscal year.

HUL’s second-quarter 

results come at a time 
when FMCG companies 
are adapting to shifting 
consumer preferences and 
inflationary pressures, 
making these figures a 
closely watched indicator 
for the sector.

Reliance Industries Recalibrates Russian 
Oil Imports to Follow India’s Guidelines

Reliance Industries  Ltd 
(RIL), one of  India’s largest im-
porters of  crude oil from Rus-
sia, has announced that it will 
recalibrate its Russian oil im-
ports to comply with the Gov-
ernment of  India’s latest guide-
lines. This move comes in the 
wake of  fresh sanctions im-
posed by the United States and 
European countries targeting 
Russian oil firms amid the on-
going conflict in Ukraine.

A company of ficial  con-
firmed that Reliance is adjust-
ing its procurement strategy to 
align with the directives issued 
by Indian authorities, ensuring 
compliance with evolving in-
ternational and domestic regu-
latory frameworks. The recali-
b r at i o n  a i m s  t o  b a l a n c e 
Reliance’s operational require-
ments with India’s broader ge-
o p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
considerations.

The U.S. and European sanc-
tions, which target Russia’s 
major oil producers, including 
Rosneft and Lukoil, have led to 
increased scrutiny and pres-
sure on companies globally to 
reduce their exposure to Rus-
sian oil. India, being one of  the 
largest buyers of  discounted 

Russian crude since the onset 
of  the Ukraine conflict in 2022, 

has faced significant diplomat-
ic and economic challenges due 

to these sanctions.
Reliance Industries’ decision 

to adjust its imports reflects 
the broader impact of  these in-
ternational sanctions on In-
dia’s energy sector and high-
lights the government’s efforts 
to navigate the complex geopo-
litical landscape while ensur-
ing energy security. The recali-
bration also indicates India’s 
intent to maintain a balanced 
approach in its trade relations 
amid the intensifying global fo-
c u s  o n  Ru s s i a ’s  e n e r g y 
exports.

Industry sources suggest 
that while India continues to 
rely on Russian oil due to cost 
advantages, companies like Re-
liance are taking measured 
steps to align with internation-
al expectations and avoid sec-
ondary sanctions risks. The 
recalibration is expected to be 
a phased process, with compa-
nies closely monitoring the 
evolving situation to adapt 
t h e i r  i m p o r t  s t r a t e g i e s 
accordingly.

Reliance’s move underscores 
the dynamic nature of  the 
global oil market and the chal-
lenges faced by major import-
ers in managing geopolitical 
risks while securing their en-
ergy needs.

Sensex Jumps Over 700 
Points, Nifty Regains 

26,000 Level in Early Trade

Mumbai: The Indian 
stock markets opened 
strong on Thursday, 
with the benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty 
posting significant 
gains in early trade. 
The Sensex surged over 
700 points, while the 
Nifty reclaimed the psy-
chologically important 
26,000 mark, reflecting 
r e n e w e d  i nv e s t o r 
optimism.

The upbeat sentiment 
was largely driven by 
positive developments 
around the U.S.-India 
trade ne gotiations, 
which have sparked 
hopes of  a potential 
deal that could boost bi-
lateral economic ties. 
This optimism encour-
aged fresh foreign fund 
inflows into the Indian 
markets, providing ad-
ditional momentum.

Information Technol-
ogy (IT) stocks led the 
rally, with robust buy-
ing interest propelling 
gains in the sector. In-
vestors are optimistic 
about the growth pros-
pects of  IT companies 
amid improving global 
demand and increasing 
digital transformation 
initiatives worldwide.

Market analysts not-
ed that foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) 
played a crucial role in 
the early surge, chan-
neling funds into Indi-
an equities,  which 

helped boost liquidity 
and confidence. The re-
newed foreign inflows 
come at a time when 
global markets are cau-
tiously watching geopo-
litical and economic 
developments.

Broader indices also 
followed the positive 
trend, with mid-cap and 
small-cap stocks wit-
nessing buying inter-
est. Market partici-
pants remained hopeful 
that the trade deal and 
strong corporate earn-
ings could sustain the 
upward momentum in 
the near term.

The early session 
gains reflected a shift in 
market sentiment after 
recent volatility, with 
investors focusing on 
favorable policy cues 
and potential easing of  
trade tensions. The 
move above the 26,000 
level on the Nifty is 
seen as a key technical 
milestone that could 
pave the way for further 
upside.

Overall, Thursday’s 
early trade suggested a 
bullish start for Indian 
equities, supported by 
strong foreign partici-
pation and sectoral buy-
ing, particularly in IT 
stocks. Investors will be 
closely watching devel-
opments on the trade 
front and upcoming 
economic data for fur-
ther direction.

Rupee Strengthens by 13 Paise to 87.80 Against 
US Dollar in Early Trade

The Indian rupee ap-
preciated by 13 paise to 
trade at 87.80 against the 
U.S. dollar in early trade 
on Thursday, October 23, 
2025. Market participants 
attributed the gain to pos-
itive developments sur-
rounding the U.S.-India 
trade deal, coupled with 
strong foreign fund in-
flows and upbeat domes-
tic equity markets.

Forex traders high-
lighted that increased for-
eign investment inflows 
into Indian markets, 
alongside a broader risk-
on sentiment globally, 
helped boost investor con-
fidence and supported the 
rupee’s upward momen-
tum. The ongoing opti-
mism around trade rela-
tions between the U.S. 
and India has played a 
key role in improving 
market sentiment and 
strengthening the local 
currency.

In addition to the trade 
deal, domestic equities 
saw positive trends dur-
ing the initial trade ses-

sion, with benchmark in-
dices like Sensex and 
Nifty rising sharply, fur-
ther encouraging foreign 

portfolio investors to 
pour money into Indian 
assets. This inflow of  for-
eign capital is a critical 

factor that has under-
pinned the rupee’s gains 
in recent sessions.

The rupee’s apprecia-

tion is also seen as part of  
a global risk-on environ-
ment, where investors are 
willing to take on more 

risk amid hopes for eas-
ing geopolitical tensions 
and improved economic 
prospects. This positive 
risk appetite has benefit-
ed emerging market cur-
rencies, including the In-
dian rupee.

Currency analysts note 
that while the rupee re-
mains influenced by mul-
tiple exter nal factors 
such as crude oil prices, 
U.S. dollar strength, and 
global economic condi-
tions, the current positive 
trajectory reflects grow-
ing confidence in India’s 
economic outlook and 
trade diplomacy.

Overall, the early trade 
session’s gain in the ru-
pee marks a continuation 
of  cautious optimism in 
the financial markets, 
supported by improving 
bilateral ties and steady 
foreign investments.

Traders will continue 
to watch global cues and 
domestic developments 
closely to gauge the ru-
pee’s trajectory in the 
coming days.

Infosys Promoters to 
Skip ₹18,000 Crore 

Share Buyback

I n f o s y s  L t d  a n -
nounced that its pro-
moters and promoter 
group will not partici-
pate in the company’s 
₹18,000 crore share buy-
back program, the larg-
est buyback the tech gi-
ant has undertaken to 
date. The company re-
vealed this in a stock 
m a rk e t  f i l i n g  o n 
Wednesday, October 22, 
2025.

Infosys plans to buy 
back 10 crore shares at 
an average price of  
₹1,800 per share, mark-
ing its fifth buyback in 
the last decade. This 
significant move re-
flects the company’s 
strong cash position 
and confidence in its 
long-term prospects.

However, the promot-
ers — including Sudha 
Gopalakrishnan, wife 
of  co-founder Kris Go-
palakrishnan,  who 
holds the largest pro-
m o t e r  s t a ke  w i t h 
9,53,57,000 shares — 
have chosen not to par-
ticipate in this buyback 
exercise. The company 
clarified that promoter-
held shares were ex-
cluded when calculat-
ing the entitlement 
ratio for the buyback.

This decision means 
that only non-promoter 
shareholders are eligi-
ble to tender their 
shares in the buyback, 

potentially increasing 
the  percenta g e  o f  
shares bought back 
from the public and in-
stitutional investors.

Share buybacks are a 
common way for com-
panies to return capital 
to shareholders, often 
signaling confidence in 
the firm’s future per-
formance and improv-
ing key financial met-
rics like earnings per 
share (EPS).

Infosys’  buyback 
comes amid a phase of  
robust business perfor-
mance and growth in 
the IT sector, with the 
company continuously 
expanding its global 
client base and digital 
services portfolio.

M a rke t  a n a l y s t s 
view the buyback posi-
tively, suggesting it 
could provide support 
to Infosys’ stock price 
while delivering direct 
r e t u r n s  t o 
shareholders.

Investors will closely 
watch the buyback pro-
cess and its impact on 
the stock, as well as 
any further corporate 
actions from Infosys in 
the near term.

The company’s an-
nouncement under-
scores its commitment 
to prudent capital man-
agement while main-
taining flexibility for 
future investments.
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Smart Bed Worth ₹1.75 Lakh Malfunctions , 
Users Face Sleepless Night

Owners of  the high-
end Eight Sleep “Pod” 
s m a r t  b e d s ,  p r i c e d 
a r o u n d  � 1 . 7 5  l a k h 
($2,000), were left frus-
trated after a global Am-
a z o n  We b  S e r v i c e s 
(AWS) outage caused 
widespread malfunc-
tions late Monday night.

The Pod beds, known 
fo r  t h e i r  a u t o m at e d 
t e m p e r at u re  c o n t ro l 
and adjustable settings, 
suddenly overheated 
and froze in fixed posi-
t i o n s,  l e av i n g  u s e r s 
s t u c k  a n d  s l e e p - d e -
prived. The issue was 
traced to a disruption in 
AWS’s US-EAST-1 re-
g i o n ,  w h i c h  b e g a n 
around 3 a.m. ET. The 
beds rely on AWS serv-
ers to function via app-
based controls.

By morning, Downde-
t e c t o r  h a d  re c o rd e d 
over eight million out-
age reports globally, af-
fecting not just smart 
home devices but also 
apps, gaming platforms, 
and banking services.

Several users took to 
Reddit and X (formerly 

Twitter) to share their 
ordeal. Some reported 
intense heating issues, 

while others were una-
ble to adjust their beds, 
leading to discomfort 

and panic during sleep.
E i g h t  S l e e p ’s  C E O 

Matteo Franceschetti is-

sued a public apology 
on X:

“The AWS outage has 

impacted some of  our 
users since last night, 
disrupting their sleep. 
That is not the experi-
ence we want to pro-
vide, and I want to apol-
ogize for it.”

Franceschetti added 
that the company would 
work round-the-clock to 
ensure such issues don’t 
happen again. He re-
vealed that developers 
were building an “out-
age-proof  mode” that 
would allow the bed to 
operate independently 
of  AWS during similar 
incidents.

While some services 
h ave  b e e n  re s t o re d , 
F r a n c e s ch e t t i  n o t e d 
that data processing de-
lays may persist, and 
full functionality would 
r e t u r n  a s  A W S 
stabilizes.

For now, frustrated 
users are demanding a 
“real solution” — with 
many questioning the 
re l i ab i l i t y  o f  s m a r t 
home devices that rely 
entirely on cloud ser-
v i c e s  f o r  b a s i c 
operations.

How Do Engineers Keep The Water Out While 
Building Bridges On Rivers?

Ever wondered how mas-
sive bridge foundations are 
laid in deep, fast-flowing riv-
ers? Unlike land construc-
tion, building in water poses 
serious challenges, including 
strong currents, limited visi-
bility, and high risk for work-
ers. To overcome this, engi-
n e e r s  u s e  a  r e m a rk a b l e 
technique called a cofferdam 
— a temporary watertight 
structure that makes under-
water construction possible 
in dry conditions.

A cofferdam is essentially 
an enclosed area built within 
the river using interlocking 
steel sheet piles, typically 10 
to  20  metres  long.  These 
sheets are hammered deep 
into the riverbed using hy-
draulic or vibratory ham-
mers, forming a sealed circle 
or rectangle that blocks water 
from entering. Once sealed, 
powerful pumps remove the 
water from the inside, creat-
ing a dry workspace.

This method was used in 
major Indian infrastructure 

projects like the Thane Creek 
Bridge, where engineers not-

ed that vibrations from the 
pile-driving process even 

scared off  nearby fish.
Before construction begins, 

a thorough survey of  the riv-
erbed is conducted to meas-
ure depth, soil stability, and 
current speed. These details 
determine how deep the foun-
dation needs to be and how 
many support  pil lars are 
required.

Once water is pumped out 
and the space is dry, workers 
can safely descend into the 
cofferdam — often via lad-
ders or crane platforms — to 
begin laying the bridge foun-
dation. Strict safety meas-
ures are in place, with hel-
m e t s  a n d  l i f e  j a c k e t s 
mandatory on site.

Despite its temporary na-
ture, a cofferdam plays a crit-
ical role in ensuring bridge 
stability and safety. Once the 
foundation work is complete, 
the structure is dismantled, 
and water is gradually rein-
troduced to the area.

This ingenious engineering 
solution allows for massive 
construction projects to suc-
ceed — even in the middle of  
a river.

What Should Disappear From Earth? 
In a thread that quickly 

turned hilarious and insightful, 
a Reddit user recently asked: 
“Delete one thing from Earth 
that you think would make it 
better?” What followed was a 
mix of  clever, quirky, and unex-
pectedly deep responses that re-
flected the internet’s creativity 
and collective frustrations.

Among the most viral re-
sponses was one user suggest-
ing “UV rays because sun-
screens are oily,” blending 
humour with a common skin-
care complaint. Another top 
comment simply read: “My 
browsing history”, drawing 
laughs and thousands of  
upvotes.

Others were slightly more 
practical but still amusing, 
such as “tobacco stains”, “occa-
sional cold that brings immense 
throat pain”, and even “alarm 
clocks”. One user mused, “Mos-
quitoes. No one would miss 
them.”

However, the conversation 
also took a more philosophical 
turn. One Redditor stated: 
“Greed—the root of  all prob-
lems.” Another added: “Re-
move the concept of  politics,” 
though that sparked a debate, 
with one reply noting, “Politics 
isn’t inherently bad. It’s how 
people use it.”

The post spurred hundreds 
of  responses within hours, 
ranging from light-hearted ir-
ritants like pop-up ads and 
spam emails to global issues 
such as poverty, corruption, 
and pollution.

Many agreed that removing 
even one small annoyance 
could drastically improve daily 
life, while some believed only 

deeper systemic changes could 
bring true transformation.

As the thread grew, it became 
a mix of  meme-worthy answers 

and real reflections — a rare in-
ternet moment where enter-
tainment met empathy.

One thing is clear: from UV 

rays to rude drivers, the world 
might be a little better with a 
“delete” button — if  only it 
existed.

Modern Problems 
Require Modern 

Solutions

Bengaluru’s crum-
bling roads have long 
been a sore spot for its 
residents, but a recent 
incident near KR Road 
has pushed the frustra-
tion to new heights — 
or depths. A pothole 
nearly half  a foot deep 
was spotted covered by 
an old couch, reported-
ly placed there by local 
shopkeepers as a warn-
ing for drivers and 
two-wheelers.

The unusual worka-
round gained attention 
after a photo of  the 
scene was shared on 
Reddit. The uploader 
explained that despite 
the pothole being a haz-
ard large enough to 
trap a scooter wheel, 
civic authorities had 
done little beyond plac-
ing traffic cones and 
barricades.

“The shopkeepers 
didn’t complain or at-
tempt to fix it, they just 
placed a couch there,” 
the user wrote, noting 
how pedestrians and 
drivers merely avoid 
the pothole instead of  
addressing the larger 
issue. The Redditor 
also mentioned filing a 
complaint through the 
Namma Bengaluru (Sa-
haya) app, but said no 

response was received 
from civic authorities.

The image has since 
gone viral and reignit-
ed public anger over 
BBMP’s (now GBA’s) 
inaction. “I honestly 
don’t expect anything 
from the authorities,” 
the Reddit user added. 
“Unless people force 
change, things will re-
main the same for an-
other decade.”

This pothole protest 
comes amid increasing 
scrutiny of  Bengalu-
ru’s urban infrastruc-
ture. Recent comments 
from top entrepreneurs 
like Rajan Anandan 
and Aadit Palicha high-
light growing concern 
about the city’s traffic 
congestion and road 
conditions, while civic 
issues have sparked po-
litical debates between 
BJP and Cong ress 
leaders.

While the couch-cov-
ered pothole may have 
served as a creative — 
albeit desperate — safe-
ty measure, it also sym-
bolizes the city’s deeper 
problem: citizens los-
ing faith in civic ac-
countability and choos-
ing to improvise rather 
than wait for official 
action.

Viral Metro Art Mistaken 
for Madhubani Is Actually 

Warli, Confirms AI

A viral image show-
ing a metro coach cov-
ered in stunning tradi-
tional artwork had the 
internet buzzing, with 
many believing it was 
part of  Patna Metro’s 
initiative to celebrate 
Madhubani art. The 
vibrant patterns and 
cultural designs led 
social media users to 
praise the effort — but 
it turns out, the art 
isn’t Madhubani at all.

A s  a p p r e c i a t i o n 
poured in, eagle-eyed 
users began question-
ing the authenticity of  
t h e  c l a i m .  “ T h i s 
doesn’t look like Mad-
hubani,”  one user 
w r o t e .  A n o t h e r 
chimed in,  “Looks 
more like Warli art to 
me.” The confusion 
prompted a fact-check 
from an unusual but 
m o d e r n  s o u rc e  — 
Grok, the AI chatbot 
f r o m  X  ( f o r m e rl y 
Twitter).

When asked to iden-
tify the art form, Grok 
responded clearly: 
“That ’s  Warli  ar t . 
Those geometric stick 
figures and tribal mo-
tifs are classic Warli 

style from Maharash-
tra — fits the Pune 
Metro hint perfectly.”

The revelation shift-
ed the narrative. Not 
only was the artwork 
not Madhubani, it also 
wasn’t  from Patna 
Metro. It was actually 
a Pune Metro coach, 
decorated in Warli art, 
a tribal style native to 
Maharashtra known 
for its simple stick fig-
ures and depictions of  
rural life.

Despite the confu-
sion, the viral post 
highlighted public ap-
preciation for India’s 
diverse folk art tradi-
tions. While one user 
joked, “At least it’s not 
the floor — or it would 
be covered in pan 
masala stains,” others 
celebrated the creative 
fusion of  culture and 
urban transit.

The mix-up sparked 
debate but also show-
cased how India’s ar-
tistic heritage contin-
ues to thrive, even on 
modern platforms like 
m e t r o  c o a c h e s  — 
whether it’s Madhu-
bani in Bihar or Warli 
in Maharashtra.

Internet Replies with UV Rays, Tobacco Stains & More
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Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy Aim for Revival 
at Japan Open

Indian badminton stars 
Lakshya Sen and HS Pran-
noy will be eyeing a turna-
round in form as they lead 
India’s campaign at the Ku-
mamoto Masters Japan Su-
per 500 tournament, begin-
ning Tuesday in Kumamoto. 
The USD 475,000 event pre-
sents an opportunity for the 
shuttlers to regain momen-
tum ahead of  the year-end 
circuit.

After enduring a chal-
lenging run earlier this sea-
son,  Lakshya Sen has 
shown signs of  resurgence 
with a runner-up finish at 
the Hong Kong Open and 
quarterfinal appearances at 
both the Denmark Open 
and Hylo Open. Seeded sev-
enth, the 24-year-old from 
Almora—who finished 
fourth at the Paris Olym-
pics—faces a tough open-
ing-round clash against Ja-
pan’s world No. 25 Koki 
Watanabe.

Meanwhile, HS Prannoy, 
the 2023 World Champion-
ships bronze medallist, will 
look to bounce back after an 
injury-hit spell. The Kerala 
shuttler struggled with chi-
kungunya before the Paris 
Games and played through 

pain, leading to an early 
exit. Having been forced to 
retire during his Korea 
Open match in September 
due to a rib injury, Prannoy 
is now returning to action 
after a month-long recovery. 
He opens his campaign 
against Malaysia’s Jun Hao 

Leong.
Among India’s younger 

prospects, Ayush Shetty, 
fresh from his US Open title 
and a memorable win over 
former world champion 
Loh Kean Yew, faces a tough 
first-round test against top 
seed Kunlavut Vitidsarn of  

Thailand. Tharun Man-
nepalli, a Macau Open sem-
ifinalist, meets Korea’s 
Jeon Hyeok Jin, while 
Kiran George, who im-
pressed with a quarterfinal 
run at the Hylo Open, will 
take on a qualifier.

In mixed doubles, Rohan 

Kapoor and Ruthvika Shi-
vani Gadde will battle the 
American duo of  Presley 
Smith and Jennie Gai. With 
no Indian entries in other 
categories, all eyes will be 
on the singles contingent to 
deliver strong performanc-
es in Kumamoto.

Lando Norris Extends F1 Championship Lead with 
Sao Paulo Victory

McLaren’s Lando Norris 
continued his dominant 
form in the Formula 1 sea-
son by clinching his second 
consecutive win at the Sao 
Paulo Grand Prix on Sun-
day, further strengthening 
his position at the top of  
the Drivers’ Championship 

standings.
Coming off  a stunning 

victory in Mexico City, the 
British driver delivered an-
other commanding perfor-
mance in Brazil, securing 
his seventh win of  the sea-
son. Starting from pole po-
sition, Norris controlled 

the race from start to fin-
ish, crossing the line more 
than 10 seconds ahead of  
Mercedes’ rising star Kimi 
Antonelli, who achieved a 
career-best second place.

Red Bull’s Max Verstap-
pen rounded off  the podi-
um in third, trailing An-

t o n e l l i  by  l e s s  t h a n 
four-tenths of  a second af-
ter a late charge that fell 
just short. Despite Verstap-
pen’s efforts, Norris’ pace 
p r o v e d  u n t o u c h a b l e 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r a c e 
weekend.

With this win, Norris 

now sits 24 points clear of  
his McLaren teammate Os-
car Piastri—390 to 366—
with just three races re-
m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  2 0 2 5 
Formula 1 season. The con-
sistent 1-2 finishes for 
McLaren have cemented 
the team’s dominance this 
year, marking a significant 
shift in the championship 
landscape once ruled by 
Red Bull.

Mercedes showed im-
proved form, thanks to An-
tonelli’s breakthrough po-
dium, while Ferrari and 
Aston Martin endured 
mixed results, struggling to 
match the frontrunners’ 
pace.

For Norris, the Sao Paulo 
victory underscores his 
growing maturity and title 
credentials. Having taken 
the championship lead for 
the first time in Mexico, he 
now appears firmly in con-
trol as the season heads to-
ward its climax.

The next race in Las Ve-
gas will be crucial for both 
McLaren drivers, as the 
battle for the championship 
enters its defining stages.

Yosuke Asaji Wins Singapore Open; Ajeetesh 
Sandhu Finishes T-37

Golfer in nearly five dec-
ades to win the Singapore 
Open, defeating Korea’s Je-
unghun Wang in a dramatic 
sudden-death playoff  on 
Sunday. The USD 2 million 
event, part of  the Asian 
Tour’s International Series, 
took place at the Singapore 
Island Country Club.

Asaji sealed the victory 
with a birdie putt from six 
feet on the par-five 18th hole 
after Wang found water 
with his approach shot and 
settled for a bogey. The win 
marks Asaji’s first interna-
tional title and his second 
victory of  the season, fol-
lowing his triumph at the 
Crown’s Tournament in Ja-
pan earlier this year.

India’s Ajeetesh Sandhu 
delivered a steady perfor-
mance, finishing T-37 with a 
total score of  9-under 279, 
capped by a final-round 70 
( -2).  Although Sandhu 
stayed consistent through-
out the week, he couldn’t 
mount a challenge in the 
closing stages but gained 
valuable ranking points 
ahead of  the season’s final 
stretch.

Thailand’s Rattanon Wan-
nasrichan (66) and Korea’s 
Soomin Lee (69) shared 
third place, just one shot be-
hind the playoff  contenders. 

Korea’s Bio Kim secured 
solo fifth after a closing 70.

Asaji’s final-round 67 (-5) 
included five consecutive 
birdies from the second 
hole, showcasing his re-

markable composure under 
pressure. His precise put-
ting proved decisive, par-
ticularly a clutch par save 
on the 15th that kept him 
ahead.

With the victory, Asaji 
moved to fifth on the Asian 
Tour Order of  Merit and 
second on the International 
Series Rankings, cementing 
his place among Asia’s top 

golfers. The Asian Tour now 
heads to Riyadh for the PIF 
Saudi International, the 
richest event of  the season, 
scheduled in two weeks’ 
time.

Lionel Messi Reaches 
400 Career Assists, Four 

Shy of All-Time Record

Football legend Lionel Messi 
continues to redefine great-
ness, reaching yet another ca-
reer milestone as he recorded 
his 400th career assist during 
Inter Miami’s 4-0 win over 
Nashville SC in the Major 
League Soccer (MLS) playoffs 
on Saturday night.

Messi delivered a master-
class performance, scoring two 
first-half  goals and setting up 
two more, guiding Inter Miami 
to victory in the decisive Game 
3 of  their Eastern Conference 
first-round series. With the two 
assists, the Argentine maestro 
became just the second player 
in football history to reach 400 
assists across club and inter-
national matches — now sit-
ting just four behind Hungari-
an legend Ferenc Puskás, who 
tops the all-time list.

In his illustrious career 
spanning 1,133 games, Messi 
has now registered 894 goals 
and 400 assists for club and 
country combined. His long-
time rival Cristiano Ronaldo, 
by comparison, stands ninth 

on the assists list with 304.
Messi’s influence on Inter 

Miami has been monumental. 
In the playoff  series against 
Nashville, the seven-time Bal-
lon d’Or winner contributed to 
all eight goals his team scored 
— netting five himself  and as-
sisting on three. His vision and 
precision also set up Tadeo Al-
lende’s quickfire brace in the 
second half, which sealed Mi-
ami’s progression to the East-
er n Conference semifinals, 
where they will face FC Cincin-
nati on November 22 or 23.

With Inter Miami reaching 
this stage for the first time in 
club history, Messi remains 
the driving force behind their 
dream run. Already the Gold-
en Boot winner and favourite 
for a second consecutive MLS 
MVP award, the 38-year-old 
continues to prove that age is 
no barrier to brilliance.

As he closes in on yet anoth-
er world record, Messi’s lega-
cy as football’s ultimate play-
maker grows stronger than 
ever.

India Clinch T20I Series 
Against Australia as Rain 

Halts Final Match

Team India secured a 2-1 series 
victory over Australia after the 
fifth and final T20 International 
at the Gabba was abandoned due 
to rain on Saturday. The down-
pour ended any hopes of  a full 
contest, bringing the exciting 
five-match series to an early 
conclusion.

After being put in to bat, In-
dia’s openers Shubman Gill and 
Abhishek Sharma gave the visi-
tors a fiery start, racing to a 50-
run stand in quick time. Gill 
looked in fine touch, unbeaten 
on 29 off  16 balls, while Abhishek 
smashed 23 off  13 deliveries be-
fore rain interrupted play in the 
fourth over. Unfortunately, the 
showers intensified, forcing the 
umpires to call off  the game 
without a single ball bowled in 
Australia’s innings.

The washout meant India, who 
had already taken a 2-1 lead after 
victories in Sydney and Canber-
ra, clinched the series despite 
Australia’s win in Adelaide. It 
marks another successful outing 

for India’s young squad, led by 
Suryakumar Yadav, who show-
cased both flair and composure 
throughout the tour.

The series saw several stand-
out performances, including ex-
plosive batting from Ruturaj Gai-
kwad and Rinku Singh, alongside 
crucial bowling spells from 
Mukesh Kumar and Axar Patel. 
For Australia, Travis Head and 
Matthew Short were among the 
top performers, though incon-
sistent bowling hurt their chanc-
es of  a comeback.

With this result, India contin-
ue their impressive T20 record in 
overseas conditions, extending 
their dominance ahead of  next 
year’s T20 World Cup. The team 
will now shift focus to the up-
coming ODI series, while Aus-
tralia look to regroup after a 
rain-marred finish in Brisbane.

Despite the anticlimactic end, 
India’s young guns once again 
proved their mettle on foreign 
soil, sealing a well-deserved 2-1 
series triumph.
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Ravi Teja’s RT76 Title and 
First Look to Be Unveiled 

Today

Mass Maharaj Ravi Teja is all 
set to kick-start the promotions 
of  his much-awaited film, cur-
rently referred to as RT76. The 
movie, which features Ashika 
Ranganath and Dimple Hayathi 
as the female leads, has already 
built strong anticipation 
among fans.

According to the latest offi-
cial update, the makers have 
confirmed that the title and 
first-look poster of  RT76 will be 
released tomorrow, November 
10, 2025, at 3:33 PM. Adding to 
the excitement, the team has 
also announced that the film 
will arrive in theaters during 
the Sankranthi festival season 
in January 2026, setting the 
stage for a grand holiday 

release.
If  reports are to be believed, 

the film’s title is Bhartha Ma-
hasayulaku Vignyapthi, though 
an official confirmation is ex-
pected during tomorrow’s big 
reveal. The project is being 
helmed by Kishore Tirumala, 
known for his knack for blend-
ing strong emotions with com-
mercial entertainment. The 
movie is produced by Sudhakar 
Cherukuri under the banner of  
Sri Lakshmi Venkateswara 
Cinemas, a production house 
known for delivering quality 
films.

Music for RT76 is composed 
by Bheems Ceciroleo, who is ex-
pected to deliver an energetic 
soundtrack in line with Ravi 

Teja’s mass appeal. The combi-
nation of  Kishore Tirumala’s 
storytelling and Ravi Teja’s 
trademark screen presence is 
expected to strike the perfect 
balance between emotion and 
entertainment.

With the Sankranthi release 
slot already locked, RT76 is 
gearing up to join the festival 
box-office race alongside other 
major releases. Fans of  Ravi 
Teja, fondly known as Mass Ma-
haraj, are eagerly awaiting the 
first look to see what new ava-
tar the star will sport this time.

All eyes are now on tomor-
row’s 3:33 PM reveal, which 
promises to kick off  the film’s 
promotional campaign in 
grand style.

Jason Sanjay’s Directorial Debut with Sundeep 
Kishan Titled Sigma

Sharwanand’s Biker First Single 
“Pretty Baby” Announced with 

Romantic Poster

Ram Charan Breaks 
Chiranjeevi’s YouTube Record 

with ‘Chikiri Chikiri’ Song

The Mega family is 
once again dominating 
social media, as a new 
record race between 
Megastar Chiranjeevi 
and Mega Power Star 
Ram Charan has be-
come the talk of  Tolly-
wood. While both stars 
are busy with their up-
coming films, their lat-
est songs have set the 
internet ablaze with 
back-to-back milestones 
on YouTube.

Chiranjeevi’s latest 
film, Manashankara 
Varaprasad Garu, re-
cently released its ener-
getic track ‘Mesala Pil-
l a ’ ,  c o m p o s e d  b y 
Bheems Ceciroleo. The 
song quickly became a 
viral sensation, cross-
ing 50 million views on 
YouTube within a few 
days. Fans flooded so-
cial media with dance 
reels and short videos, 
making it one of  the 
most popular Telugu 
songs of  recent times.

However, Ram Charan 
has now surpassed his 
father’s record in record 
time. The first single 
from his upcoming film 
Peddi, titled ‘Chikiri 
Chikiri’, directed by Bu-
chibabu Sana and com-
posed by AR Rahman, 
has stormed the charts. 

Released in four lan-
guages, the vibrant 
number achieved 50 mil-
lion views in just 35 
hours, making it one of  
the fastest-viewed Telu-
gu songs in recent 
memory.

While Chiranjeevi’s 
song reached the same 
milestone in three 
weeks, Charan’s track 
achieved it in less than 
two days, setting a new 
benchmark. The song’s 
cross-language appeal 
and AR Rahman’s signa-
ture composition style 
have played a key role in 
its rapid success.

Fans have dubbed the 
ongoing father-son mu-
sical battle as the “Mega 
Music Festival”, cele-
brating both stars’ 
achievements. Social 
media is flooded with 
celebratory posts, fan 
edits, and comparisons, 
with many predicting 
that both Manashanka-
ra Varaprasad Garu 
and Peddi will create 
major waves at the box 
office.

With Chiranjeevi and 
Ram Charan setting re-
cords one after another, 
the Mega legacy contin-
ues to dominate both 
YouTube and the hearts 
of  Telugu cinema fans.

12A Railway Colony 
Locks Trailer Release 

Date

The upcoming Telu-
gu film 12A Railway 
Colony has been creat-
ing a quiet buzz among 
cinephiles, and the lat-
est update has added to 
the anticipation. The 
makers have officially 
announced that the 
film’s trailer will be re-
leased on November 11, 
2025, followed by its 
theatrical release on 
November 21, 2025.

The film marks the 
directorial debut of  
Nani Kasaragadda, a 
new talent stepping 
into the Telugu film in-
dustry with a promise 
of  fresh storytelling 
and emotional depth. 
Leading the project is 
Allari Naresh, known 
for his versatility and 
ability to balance com-
edy and drama. How-
ever, this time, he will 
be seen in a completely 
contrasting and in-
tense role, quite differ-
ent from his usual com-
ic performances.

12A Railway Colony 
is expected to explore a 
deeply emotional nar-
rative, set against the 
backdrop of  a railway 
settlement — a setting 
rarely explored in Telu-
gu cinema. With a mix 
of  realism and grip-

ping human emotions, 
the film aims to con-
nect with audiences 
through strong writing 
a n d  r e l a t a b l e 
characters.

For Allari Naresh, 
this project is a signifi-
cant one, as he looks to 
continue his successful 
transition into serious 
and content-driven 
roles. His recent perfor-
mances have earned 
him critical acclaim, 
and 12A Railway Colo-
ny is expected to fur-
ther establish his im-
age as a perfor mer 
capable of  handling 
layered characters.

Produced with an 
emphasis on storytell-
ing rather than specta-
cle, the film has already 
generated curiosity 
within industry circles. 
With the trailer’s re-
lease just days away, 
fans are eagerly wait-
ing to see the first 
glimpse of  what prom-
ises to be a heartfelt 
cinematic experience.

With Nani Kasara-
gadda’s vision and Al-
lari Naresh’s powerful 
presence, 12A Railway 
Colony is shaping up to 
be one of  the most in-
teresting Telugu releas-
es of  November 2025.
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In an exciting devel-
opment for South In-
dian cinema, Jason 
Sanjay, the son of  su-
perstar Thalapathy Vi-
jay, is stepping into di-
rection with his debut 
film titled Sigma. The 
project is being bank-
rolled by Lyca Produc-
tions, known for pro-
d u c i n g  s e v e r a l 
b i g - b u d g e t  T a m i l 
films.

T h e  m a k e r s  u n -
veiled the title and 
first-look poster earli-
er today, sparking ex-
citement among fans. 
The poster features ac-
tor Sundeep Kishan in 
a rugged avatar, seated 
atop a massive pile of  
cash, exuding power 
and confidence. The 
intense imagery hints 
at a high-octane action 
d r a m a  c e n t e r e d 
around money, power, 
a n d  a m b i t i o n . Wi t h 
Sigma, Jason Sanjay is 
expected to bring a 
f r e s h  v i s i o n  a n d 
youthful energy to Ta-
mil cinema. Having 
completed his  f i lm 
studies abroad, he is 
making his debut in a 
grand fashion, backed 
by a major production 
house and a talented 
team.

Music for the film is 

composed by the popu-
lar Thaman S, who has 
a reputation for deliv-
ering chart-topping 
soundtracks and pow-
e r f u l  b a c k g r o u n d 
scores. The shoot is 
currently underway, 
w i t h  m o r e  d e t a i l s 
about  the cast  and 
crew expected to be 
announced soon.

Sigma will  be re-
leased in both Tamil 
and Telugu, position-
ing it as a bilingual ac-
tion entertainer aimed 
at a wide audience. 
Given Sundeep Kis-
han’s popularity in 
both industries and 
Jason Sanjay’s strong 
lineage, expectations 
are already sky-high.

Fans of  Thalapathy 
Vijay have taken to so-
cial media to celebrate 
Jason’s new journey, 
expressing immense 
pride and curiosity 
about his directorial 
style. With Sigma, Ja-
son Sanjay is all set to 
carve his own identity 
in the film industry 
while paying homage 
to his cinematic roots.

Sigma promises to 
be a stylish, mass-ac-
t ion enter tainer  — 
and one of  the most 
awaited debuts in re-
cent times.

Nava Dalapathy Sudheer 
Babu’s latest outing, Jatad-
hara, hit theatres on Friday 
amid decent pre-release buzz. 
However, the supernatural 
thriller has struggled to live 
up to expectations, both criti-
cally and commercially. Ac-
cording to official reports, the 
film has managed to collect 
₹2.91 crore gross worldwide 
over its first two days — a fig-
ure that signals a weak start 
for a project of  its scale.

Despite an intriguing con-
cept and strong visuals, Jat-
adhara has reportedly failed 
to connect with mainstream 
audiences. The film’s pacing 
and screenplay have received 
mixed reviews, resulting in 
limited word-of-mouth trac-
tion. Trade analysts note that 
the coming days will be cru-
cial for the film’s box office 
fate, as competition from new 
releases could further dent its 
collections.

Directed by Umesh Kumar 
Bansal, Jatadhara features 
Sonakshi  Sinha,  Divya 

Khossla, Shilpa Shirodkar, 
and Indira Krishna in pivotal 
roles alongside Sudheer 
Babu. The ensemble cast had 
raised expectations for a grip-
ping supernatural experi-
ence, but early responses sug-
gest that the execution fell 
short of  its potential.

The film is jointly produced 
by Umesh Kumar Bansal, 
Shivin Narang, Aruna Agar-
wal, Prerna Arora, Shilpa 
Singhal, and Nikhil Nanda 
under multiple banners. The 
music and background score 
have been composed by Ra-
jeev Raj, adding a haunting 
touch to the film’s atmospher-
ic tone.

With its modest box office 
performance, Jatadhara faces 
an uphill battle to recover 
production costs. The makers 
and fans are now hoping for a 
turnaround over the week-
end, but given the current 
trend, sustaining strong num-
bers may prove challenging 
for Sudheer Babu’s latest su-
pernatural venture.


