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₹113 crore 
boost for tribal 

schools in 
Andhra 
Pradesh

NBA releases 
Rs 3 Crore to 

Red 
Sanders 

Farmers in 
Andhra 
Pradesh 

 The State govern-
ment has sanctioned 
₹ 113 crore for devel-
oping infrastructure 
facilities in 757 tribal 
schools located 
under nine Integrat 
ed Tribal Develop 
ment Agencies 
(ITDAs), said Women 
Development, Child 
Welfare and Tribal 
Welfare Minister 
Gummidi Sandhya 
Rani. Speaking to the 
media at the 
Secretariat on 
Tuesday, she said Rs 
83 crore was allotted 
to tribal ashram 
schools and Rs 30 
crore to gurukul 
schools.

TPN Bureau| Nov 4: 
Hyderabad: 

T wo persons were 
killed and several ot 
hers injured in thr 
ee accidents in An 

dhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana since the horrific 
collision between an RT    
C bus and a tipper truck 
that claimed 19 lives in 
Telangana’s Rangareddy 
district.

A series of  road acci-
dents involving RTC and 
private buses is causing 
concern among commut-
ers in the Telugu states 
of  Telangana and Andh 
ra Pradesh. In the latest 
accident in Andhra Prad 
esh’s Sri Sathya Sai distr     
ict, one person was killed 
and eight others injured 
when a private travel bus 
rammed into a truck ear-
ly Tuesday morning.

The accident occurred 
near Dhamajipalli in 
Chennakothapalle man-
dal when a Hyderabad-B 
engaluru bus. The bus be   
longing to Jabbar Trav-
els hit the truck from be-
hind while negotiating 
the turn. There were 27 
passengers aboard the 
bus. Police registered a 
case and took up an in-

vestigation. This is the 
second accident involv-
ing a private travel bus 
on the same route in 10 
days. Nineteen people we 
re burnt to death when a 
private bus caught fire 
after running over a mo-
torbike lying on the road 
following an accident 
near Kurnool town of  
Andhra Pradesh on Oc-
tober 24.

The bus belonging to V 
Kaveri Travels was en-
gulfed by flames after the 
motorbike got stuck un-
der its belly. The spark 
and fuel leakage from the 
bike triggered the mas-
sive blaze.

Monday’s head-on col-
lision between an RTC 
bus and a tipper truck in 
Telangana’s Rangareddy 
district also claimed 19 
lives. The accident occur 

red near Mirzaguda in 
Chevella mandal, about 
60 km from Hyderabad, 
when the speeding truck 
carrying construction 
material rammed into 
the bus, which was going 
to Hyderabad from Tan-
dur. Several passengers 
were buried under the 
gravel. On Monday nig  
ht, a private travel bus 
overturned in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Eluru district, 
killing a man and injur-
ing 10 others. The acci-
dent occurred when the 
bus belonging to Bharati 
Travels, and coming to 
Hyderabad from Eluru, 
overturned while negoti-
ating a turn at Jubilee Na-
gar. V. Praveen Babu (25), 
a software engineer who 
was coming to Hyderabad 
to join the new job at an 
IT company, lost his life.

TPN bureau | Nov 4: 
Visakhapatnam: 

V isakhapatnam 
and Alluri Sithara-
maraju districts of  
Andhra Pradesh 

were jolted by a mild eart 
hquake on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

The tremors triggered 
panic among residents in 
some areas. People ran 
out of  their houses on 
hearing a loud sound. 
However, there were no 
reports of  any casualties 
or damage. The tremors 
were experienced in Vi-
sakhapatnam from 4.16 
a.m. to 4.20 a.m. Tremors 
were felt in se veral parts 
of  Visakhapatnam city 
and its outsk irts, includ-
ing Arilova, Adivivaram, 
Madhavadhara, Akkayy 
apalem, HB Colony, Alli-
puram, Endada, Bh ee-
mili, Simhachalam, and 
Pendurthi areas. Accord-
ing to the National Cent-

er of  Seismology, the epi-
centre of  the earthquake 
was at G. Madugula in 
Alluri Sitharamaraju 
district at a dep th of  10 
km. The epicentre was 
110 km from the port city 
of  Visakhapatnam. Ex-
perts described it as a 
shallow earthqu ake wit 
h an intensity of  3.7 on 
the Richter scale. They 
said there was no need 
for people to be worried 
as the tremors were mild 
due to structural adjust-
ments. They pointed out 
that the region is consid-
ered tectonically stable. 
According to the Nation-
al Center for Seismology, 
the earthquake of  4.7 
magnitude was felt in In-
dia, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
China and Bhutan early 
Tuesday. Its epicentre 
was four km from Shi-
gaste in Tibet.

On December 4, 2024, 
parts of  Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh were 
jolted by an earthquake 

of  5.3 magnitude. Medar-
am in the Mulugu district 
of  Telangana was the epi-
centre. The intensity of  
tremors was high in dis-
tricts along the banks of  
the Godavari River in 
both Telugu states. This 
was the second earth-
quake of  over 5 magni-
tude on the Richter Scale 

in the region in the last 55 
years. The region had ex-
perienced an earthquake 
with a magnitude of  5.7 
on April 13, 1969, with 
Bhadrachalam as the epi-
centre. According to sci-
entists, both earthquakes 
were linked to the Goda-
vari rift valley, which is a 
fault zone.

TPN/Aakumarru/
krishna Nov 4: 

E xposing the anti-
farmer policy of  
the coalition gov-
ernment, former 

Chief  Minister and YS-
RCP President YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy has 
demanded that the 
crop insurance should 
be paid immediately, 
failing which the Party 
would take up the is-
sue. Speaking to media 
on Tuesday, after visit-
ing the affected areas 
and interacting with 
farmers who had sho 
wn the damaged crops, 
he said Chandrababu 
Naidu has to be grossly 
blamed for doing away 
with crop insurance 
and the farmers had to 
bear the brunt. As it is 
his fault for not paying 
the crop insurance, his 
government has to pay 
the amount along with 
the Rs 600 crore dues 
and start paying the 
premium for the forth-
coming Rabi season. 

Crop enumeration 
was not done properly 
and was taken up in a h 
urry and there are man 
y riders that paddy will 
not be procured for tho 
se who claim crop in-
surance and the extent 
of  damage for 15 lakh a 

cres was brought down 
to evade compens 
ation. The district Col-
lector asked the offi-
cials to complete the en 
umeration in one day, 
and every farmer in all 
the 25 districts are tell-
ing in unison that no 
one had done the enu-
meration and no offi-
cial had come for a 
field visit. While paddy 
farmers are the biggest 
losers with 11 lakh acr 
es being sown, cotton, 
banana, maize, and oth 
er crops were washed 
aw ay during Cyclone 
Montha. While farm-
ers are in distress, 
Chandrababu conducts 
an aerial survey and 
leaves for London, 
while his son goes to 
Mumbai to watch a 
cricket match, leaving 
farmers in the lurch.  
During the 18 months 
of  coalition governme 
nt, there are 16 disas-
ters, from cyclones to 
heavy rains to drought, 
and the government’s 
attitude towards the fa 
rmers has been harsh; 
it has no compassion. 

Chandrababu did no 
t pay the promised in-
put subsidy of  Rs 20,00 
0 for two years and has 
given only Rs 5,000, and 
now there are efforts to 
scale down the extent 

of  crop loss. During ou 
r term, we have prom 
ptly paid input subsidy, 
and crop insurance wa 
s done with punctuali-
ty, besides the Rs 3,000 
crore Price Stabiliza-
tion Fund, which had 
ensured that farmers 
get MSP at all times 
and has spent Rs 7,800 
crore during our term.  

The RBKs were serv-
ing the farmers' inter-
ests, handholding the 
m at every step from 
seeds to marketing and 
enumeration was done 
effectively. During the 
coalition government, 
only 19 lakh farmers 
were registered for 
crop insurance, as they 
had taken bank loans 
and it is mandatory for 
them and the remain-
ing farmers stand to 
lose. During our term, 
we had paid a premium 
for 85 lakh farmers. We 
demand that the crop 
insurance amount sho 
uld be paid to all farm-
ers as the government 
has defaulted in paying 
the premium, he said, 
adding that the arm-
chair enumeration is 
evident from the fact 
that e-cropping 112 to 120 
percent in Bapatla dis-
trict, which shows the 
haphazard manner in 
which it was carried out.

TPN Amaravati, 
Nov 4 

A ndhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Nai 
du met Indian Hi  

gh Commissioner to the 
UK Vikram Doraiswami 
and discussed various 
issues, including part-
nership with UK un 
iversities.The Chief  
Minister, who is on a per 
sonal visit to London, 
posted on ‘X’ that he dis-
cussed with the High 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  t h e 

strengthening of  trade 
relations, education col-
laboration, innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and 
diaspora engagement 
between Andhra Prad 
esh and the UK.

According to an offi-
cial statement here, the 
Chief  Minister discuss 
ed the issue of  various 
universities in the UK 
forming partnerships 
with Andhra Pradesh. 
Issues like UK universi-
ties setting up their cen-
tres in Andhra Pradesh 
and joint ventures with 
the support of  the Cen-

tre were also discussed.
The Chief  Minister 

expressed keen interest 
in the partnership bet 
ween UK universities 
and educational institu-
tions in Andhra Prade 
sh. The possibility of  
partnership in the areas 
of  life sciences, bioge-
netics, mineral extrac-
tion and metals came up 
for discussion.

CM Naidu told the Hi 
gh Commissioner that 
the state was looking for 
cooperation in areas li 
ke Artificial Intelligen 
ce, semiconductor, spac 

e technology, core engi-
neering, and Marine 
Indu stry 4.0. Student ex 

change was another is-
sue which was discuss 
ed during the meeting. 

Earlier, at the CII Roun 
dtable, CM Naidu inter-
acted with leaders from 

diverse sectors, from co 
nstruction to education. 
“We discussed emerging 
opportunities in Andhr 
a Pradesh and potential 
areas of  collaboration. I 
also extended a warm in 
vitation to them to join 
us at the CII Partnershi 
p Summit in Visakhapa-
tnam on November 14-
15, to further explore 
collaboration opportu-
nities in our State,” the 
CM posted.

He had a series of  
meetings with industry 
leaders during which he 
invited them to the Part-

nership Summit.
"Had a fruitful meet-

ing in London with a 
delegation from Samko 
Holdings, led by Mr. Sa 
mpathkumar Mallaya, 
Chairman, and Mr. Sa 
ilesh Hiranandani, Cha 
irman, SRAM & MRAM 
Group. We explored col-
laboration on setting up 
semiconductor and ad-
vanced-packaging facili-
ties and developing Bat-
tery Energy Storage 
Systems (BESS) to enha 
nce reliable and green 
energy in Andhra Pra 
desh,” he said.

Minister Durgesh 
participates in 
the World Travel 
Market (WTM)-
2025 in London, 
voicing AP's tour-
ism potential...
TPM Buearu, East 
Godavari Nov 4: 

M inister Durge 
sh, along with 
the Deputy High 
Commissioner 

and Tourism Ministers 
of  various states, inau-
gurates the stall set up 
by the Indian Ministry 
of  Tourism at WTM... 
Minister Kandula Dur  
gesh inaugurates the 
AP Tourism stall with 
representatives, featur-
ing a Kuchipudi dance 
performance reflecting 
the state's culture...

Minister Durgesh hol 
ds separate discussions 
with over 20 Internati 
onal Tour Operators, In 
ternational Hotels rep-
resentatives, MICE Inve 
stors, International Tra 
vel Magazines, and In-
ternational Media Bl 

oggers*
*Explanation to in-

ternational delegates 
on tourism investment 
opportunities and tour-
ism packages in the 
state*

*Minister Kandula 
Durgesh reveals steps 
will be taken to bring 
international recogni-
tion to AP Tourism*

Minister Kandula Du 
rgesh stated that AP's 
tourism prestige has 
been explained on an 
international platform, 
and they will proudly 
place AP on the global 
tourism map. Minister 
Kandula Durgesh and 
Special Secretary for 
Tourism Ajay Jain par-
ticipated in the World 
Travel Market (WTM)-
2025 exhibition, being 
held from November 4 
to 6 at ExCeL London, 
and voiced the state's 
tourism potential. 

On the first day, the 
team led by Minister 
Kandula Durgesh had a 
very busy schedule.

First, Minister Kan-
dula Durgesh, along 
with the Deputy High 
Commissioner and 
Tourism Ministers of  
various states from the 

country, inaugurated 
the stall set up by the In-
dian Ministry of  Tour-
ism. Later, they inaugu-
rated the AP Tourism 
stall with local repre-
sentatives, featuring a 
Kuchipudi dance per-
formance that reflects 
the state's culture. Thro 
ugh the AP stall at the 
World Travel Market, 
publicity was given to 
inform tourists from 
around the world about 
the state's natural sce-
nic locations, historical 
forts, extensive coastli 
ne, and heritage wealth.

Similarly, they held 
separate meetings with 
over 20 international 
tour operators, hotel re 
presentatives, MICE in-
vestors, owners of  re-
nowned travel maga-

zines, media bloggers, 
adventure travel com-
panies, tailor-made trav 
el companies, online tra 
vel media, tourism boar 
ds, and Kruti Retail Ven 
tures LLP. 

They explained the 
vast investment oppor-
tunities in the state's 
tourism sector and the 
special features of  AP 
tourism. International 
delegates visiting the 
AP stall were welcomed 
with Kuchipudi dance, 
reflecting AP's culture, 
and were offered Araku 
Coffee. Andhra's famou 
s Pootharekulu were of-
fered for tasting. GI-
tagged Etikoppaka and 
Kondapalli toys were di 
splayed, explaining the 
ir uniqueness and man-
ufacturing process. The 

y were also presented as 
gifts to several people.

Afterward, he spoke 
with international me-
dia representatives, re-
vealing details about 
the new Tourism Policy 
2024-29 and the granting 
of  industrial status to 
the tourism sector, in-
viting tourism invest-
ments to AP. He stated, 
"It is our responsibility 
to provide assurance 
for investments made 
in the state's tourism 
sector." 

Those who met with 
Minister Durgesh in-
cluded Peacock Tour 
Company CEO Kannan 
Sivanathan, interna-
tional travel exhibitors 
from Russia and vari-
ous other countries, 
Myna Travel MD, MICE 
investors, the manage-
ment of  500 Hotels Ch 
ain, Signature Hospital-
ity Group CEO Ramesh 
Arora, Rajasthan Dy. 
CM and others. They 
participated in the din-
ner hosted by the High 
Commissioner of  India. 
On this occasion, Min-
ister Kandula Durgesh 
clarified that their goal 
is to make AP tourism 
global.

Andhra CM Naidu discusses partnership with UK universities

YS Jagan Demands Insurance 
Amount To All Farmers

Two killed, several injured in bus 
accidents in Andhra, Telangana

We will proudly place AP on the global 
tourism map - Minister Durgesh

Vizag, Alluri districts of 
Andhra jolted by tremors

The tremors triggered panic among residents in some areas. 
People ran out of their houses on hearing a loud sound. However, 
there were no reports of any casualties or damage. The tremors 
were experienced in Visakhapatnam from 4.16 a.m. to 4.20 a.m.
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TPN/VIJAYAWADA 
Nov 4: The State govern-
ment has sanctioned ₹ 113 
crore for developing in-
frastructure facilities in 
757 tribal schools located 
under nine Integrated 

Tribal  Development 
Agencies (ITDAs), said 
Women Development, 
Child Welfare and Tribal 
Welfare Minister Gum-
midi Sandhya Rani. 
Speaking to the media at 

the Secretariat on Tues-
day, she said Rs 83 crore 
was allotted to tribal ash-
ram schools and Rs 30 
crore to gurukul schools. 

 
The Minister recalled 

that soon after the coali-
tion gover nment as-
sumed office, ₹ 155 crore 
was spent last year to im-
prove amenities in tribal 
educational institutions, 
and this year additional 
funds were sanctioned to 
further strengthen facili-
ties. She said “the State 
has 199 gurukuls and 558 
ashram schools, all of  
which would be equipped 
with RO plants, wash-
rooms, and other basic 
amenities. Construction 
of  2,012 toilets through 
Swachh Andhra Corpo-
ration is in progress. As 
per the Chief  Minister’s 
directions, prepaid and 
coin phones are being in-
stalled in all hostels to 
enable students to com-
municate with their 
parents.”

She said over 16,000 
teacher posts were filled 
through DSC, ensuring 
adequate staff  in all trib-
al schools, while 1,100 

contract teachers contin-
ue in service without ter-
mination. About 150 
meritorious tribal stu-
dents are being given IIT, 
NIT, and NEET coaching 
at centres in Parvathip-
uram and Seethampeta, 
with another centre 
planned in Visakhapat-
nam. She also announced 
that 5,000 mini angan-
wadis have been upgrad-
ed into main centres, 
each assigned a teacher 
and an ayah. For “Sak-
sham” anganwadis, ₹ 1 
lakh each was sanc-
tioned for purchasing 
televisions and furniture 
to support audiovisual 
learning.

The Minister said the 
government allotted ₹ 24 
crore for cattle distribu-
tion and ₹ 20 crore for 
TRICOR loans to im-
prove tribal livelihoods, 
besides extending 150 
days of  work under 
MGNREGS.

₹113 crore boost for tribal schools in Andhra Pradesh

Hyderabad devotee gifts 22-kg 
silver vessel to Tirumala temple

AP Chambers Announces 
Business Expo 2025

Home Minister Inaugurates New 
Thulluru Police Sub-Division Office

Tirupati, Nov 4 (PTI) 
The Tirumala Tirupati 
D eva s t h a n a m s  o n 
Tuesday said that a de 
votee from Hyderabad 
donated a large silver 
vessel (gangalam) to 
Lord Venkateswara 
Swamy. Weighing 22 kg 
and valued at Rs 30 
lakh, the gangalam 

was donated by J Srini-
vasulu Reddy, said 
Tirumala Tirupati Dev 
asthanams (TTD).

“Srinivasulu Reddy 
donated a silver gan-
galam weighing 22 kil-
ograms and worth Rs 
30 lakhs to Sri Ven-
kateswara in Tirumala 
on Tuesday morning,” 

said the temple body in 
a release. Reddy hand-
ed over the silver gan-
galam to the temple of-
ficials in front of  the 
Srivari temple.

TTD is the official 
custodian of  Sri Ven-
kateswara temple, the 
richest Hindu shrine 
in the world.

TPN/Guntur Nov 4: 
Public Sector Undertak-
ings must function with 
transparency, responsi-
bility and complete ac-
countability,  stated 
Andhra Pradesh Legis-
lative Assembly Public 
Undertakings Commit-
tee Chairman Koona 
Ravi Kumar.

On Tuesday, the Pub-
lic Undertakings Com-
mittee led by Koona 
Ravi Kumar toured Gu 
ntur District. The Com-
mittee reviewed the 
functioning of  AP For-
est Development Corpo-
ration, AP Medical Ser-
vices & Infrastructure 
Development Corpora-
tion, AP Aviation Cor-
poration and AP Air-
por ts  Development 
Corporation at the Gun-
t u r  D i s t r i c t  C o l l e 
ctorate.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chairman said 
that every PSU that re-
ceives funds from Gov-
ernment must strictly 
maintain proper statis-
tics, audit records and 
financial documenta-
tion. He clearly instr 
ucted that all mandato-

ry inspections must be 
completed within each 
financial year.

He added that the 
Committee evaluates 
the efficiency, perfor-
mance and accountabil-
ity of  all Government 
PSUs, which would ulti-
mately lead to better 
revenue generation for 
the state. He directed 
every PSU to submit an-
nual activity reports, 
annual income and ex-
penditure reports with-
out fail. The Committee 
examined each corpora-
tion’s operations in de-
tail. He emphasized that 
all audit objections 
must also be submitted 
in time. He questioned 
the reasons for delay in 
submission and sought 
clarifications on the in-

ternal lapses. The Com-
mittee would examine 
functioning of  182 PSUs 
in total — out of  which 
30 have already been re-
viewed so far.

He questioned the AP 
Forest Development 
Corporation for not sub-
mitting the annual re-
ports for the last 8 years. 
He also questioned AP 
Medical Services & In-
frastructure Develop-
ment Corporation for 
not submitting annual 
reports from 2014 on-
wards and ordered that 
all audit objections be 
submitted immediately 
and responsible officers 
be recommended for 
disciplinary action. He 
directed preparation of  
an action plan to fur-
ther strengthen forest 

development corpora-
tion and examine possi-
bilities of  Eco Tourism 
projects under PPP mo 
de.

Similarly, he ques-
tioned AP Airports De-
velopment Corporation 
for not conducting au-
dits for 6 years and or-
dered that all reports be 
updated before the up-
coming Budget Session. 
The review of  AP Police 
Housing Corporation 
and AP Dairy  develop-
ment corporation was 
not taken up as    the 
Chairmans not attend-
ed and  the Committee 
expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the absence.

APFDC Vice Chair-
man & MD Dr. S.S. Sre 
edhar stated that the 
pending statistical 
works will be completed 
before March. APM-
SIDC MD Girisha ex-
plained that the corpo-
ration is executing 293 
works worth ₹14,820 cr 
ores, out of  which wo 
rks worth ₹3,947 crores 
have been completed.

AP Airports Develop-
ment Corporation MD 
Praveen Aditya said 

that statistics will be 
updated within two to 
three weeks and a Board 
Meeting will be held on 
27th of  this month. He 
infor med that Bho 
gapuram Airport will 
commence operations 
by June next year and 
steps are being taken to 
increase air services at 
Kurnool Airport. Pro-
posals are in process to 
develop nine additional 
airports across various 
regions in the state.

Committee Members 
Tenali Sravan Kumar, 
Giddi Satyanarayana, 
Kumar Raja Varla, Vas-
antha Venkata Krishna 
Prasad, Bumhireddy 
Ramagopala Reddy, 
Contractor Ishaq Ba-
sha, Gouthu Sirisha, 
Aithabathula Ananda 
Rao, District Collector 
A. Thameem Ansaria, 
DRO N.S.K. Khaja Vali, 
Deputy Collector Vijay-
alakshmi, Committee 
Assistant Secretary U. 
Nagamunnayya, Senior 
Audit Officers from 
Principal Accountant 
General Office and oth-
er concerned officials 
participated.

PSUs must ensure transparency and 
accountability: AP House panel chief

NBA releases Rs 3 Crore to Red 
Sanders Farmers in Andhra Pradesh 

TPN Bureau |  Nov 4 
Vijayawada: A notable 
series of  ABS release ini-
tiatives aimed at promot-
ing the sustainable use 
of  India’s biological re-
sources, the National 
Biodiversity Authority 
has disbursed Rs 3.00 
crore to 199 beneficiar-
ies, covering 198 farmers 
from Andhra Pradesh 
and cultivators of  Red 
Sanders (Pterocarpus 
santalinus), along with 
one academic institu-
tion, University of  An 
dhr a.

Accor ding to an offi-
cial statement from the 
Ministry of  Environ-
ment, Forests, and Cli-
mate Change, the dis-
bursement, facilitated 
through the Andhra 
Pradesh State Biodiver-
sity Board, is part of  the 
Access and Benefit-Shar-
ing mechanism under 
the Biological Diversity 
Act.

This initiative builds 
on a series of  benefit-
sharing measures under-
taken by the NBA to pro-
mote inclusive biod 
iversity conservation. 
Previously, the NBA had 
released Rs 48.00 crore to 
the Andhra Pra desh For-
est Department, Karna-
taka Forest Department, 
and the Andhra Pradesh 
State Biodiversity Board 

for the protection and 
conservation of  Red 
Sanders, and Rs 55.00 
lakh to farmers in Tamil 
Nadu.

Under the current dis-
bursement, each benefi-
ciary, i.e. farmers, will 
receive an amount rang-
ing from Rs 33,000 to Rs 
22.00 lakh, depending on 
the quantity of  cultivat-
ed Red Sanders wood 
supplied to the users. It 
was also observed that 
beneficiaries are receiv-
ing higher amounts com-
pared to the sale value of  
the wood.

The beneficiaries are 
from 48 villages across 
four districts of  Andhra 
Pradesh: Chittoor, Nel-
lore, Tirupati, and Cud-
dapah. This reflects the 
broad participation of  
local farming communi-
ties engaged in cultivat-
ing and conserving this 
highly valued endemic 
species.

The villages are as fol-
lows: Eguvareddy, Vari-
palle, Nallamanukaluva, 
Rallakuppam, Varathur, 
Kandriga, Vengalra-
jukuppam, Puram, Am-
bakam, Perumalllapalli, 
Mambedu, Durgasam-
u d r a m ,  S i t h a r a m a -
puram, Meriyapaka, Mi-
t a p l e m ,  A l a t h u r, 
Srirangarajapuram, Ch-
innatayyuru in Chittoor 

District; Thallapalli in 
Nellore District; Cherrlo-
pally, Peddamallela, Mo-
tumallela, Rompicherla, 
Vadamalapeta, Karuru, 
Pulikundram, Sivagir, 
Pichatur, Aruru, Pala-
mangalam, Vadamala-
peta, Sribaripuram, Pa-
tha Arcot, KBR Puram, 
Kakavedu, Panapakam, 
Damalcheruvu, Gadan-
ki, Kalyanapuram in 
Tirupati district; and 
Chalivendula, Venkata 
mpalli, Dandlopalli, Put 
hanavaripalli, Ketha ra-
jupalle, Vallurupalli, 
Ananthayyagaripalli, 
Pullampet, and Tim-
masamudram in Cud-
dapah District.

The initiative origi-

nates from the recom-
mendations of  the Ex-
pert Committee on Red 
Sanders, formed by the 
NBA in 2015, which cre-
ated a comprehensive 
policy titled “Policy for 
Conservation, Sustaina-
ble Use, and Fair and Eq-
uitable Benefit Sharing 
Arising from the Utilisa-
tion of  Red Sanders.”

A key result of  the Co 
mmittee’s work was the 
2019 policy relaxatio n by 
the Directorate General 
of  Foreign Trade (DG 
FT), which allowed the 
export of  Red Sanders 
from cultivated sour ces, 
marking a significan t 
step in promoting legal 
and sustainable trade.

It shows how policy 
tools like ABS can make 
biodiversity conserva-
tion a viable livelihood 
option. This benefit-
sharing initiative sup-
ports the NBA’s commit-
ment to linking biodiv 
ersity conservation with 
livelihood improvement, 
boosting community 
participation and ensur-
ing that biodiversity cus-
todians receive their 
rightful benefits.

It represents another 
milestone in India’s ef-
forts toward fair benefit-
sharing with providers 
and the long-term con-
servation of  its most val-
ued and iconic species, 
i.e Red Sanders.

T P N / Vi j ayaw a d a 
Nov 4:  Andhra Pradesh 
Chambers of  Com-
merce and Industry 
Federation (AP Cham-
bers) today held its 
Board meeting in Vi-
jayawada. Board mem-
bers from diverse sec-
tors from across the 
State participated in 
the meeting.

 During the course of  
the meeting, AP Cham-
bers announced the 
second edition of  its 
Business Expo, ‘AP 
Chambers Business 
Expo 2025’, which will 
be held from 12 to 14 De-
cember 2025 at SS Con-
vention, Vijayawada.

Speaking on the oc-
casion AP Chambers 
President Mr. Bhaska-
ra Rao, “The first edi-
tion of  Business Expo 
organised by AP Cham-
bers in November 2024 
in Vijayawada was a 
huge success, marking 
one of  the largest busi-
ness gatherings in the 
region. With participa-
tion from more than 
150 exhibitors repre-
senting diverse sectors, 
the Expo served as a 
vibrant platform for 
networking, collabora-
tion, and showcasing 
innovations. 

The Expo featured 
sectoral seminars on 
all the three days, whi 
ch drew wide participa-
tion from industrialists 
and entrepreneurs and 
witnessed an impres-

sive footfall of  over 
30,000 visitors across 
three days.

“AP Chambers Busi-
ness Expo 2025 is a pre-
mier event that will at-
tract a diverse audience 
including MSMEs, en-
trepreneurs, industri-
alists, industry profes-
sionals, innovators, 
service providers, and 
consumers from across 
Andhra Pradesh. The 
Expo will feature aro 
und 160 exhibitors and 
is estimated to have 
around 30,000 plus foot-
falls. The exhibition 
will provide a unique 
platform for network-
ing, knowledge ex-
change, collaboration, 
and busi ness growth. 
The Expo will feature 
parallel sectoral semi-
nars with participation 
from ministers, bu-
reaucrats, entrepre-
neurs, and subject mat-
ter expe rts.”

AP Chambers called 
upon the businesses 
based in Andhra Pra 
desh to utilise this op-
portunity by partici-
pating in the Business 
Expo 2025, which offers 
them unique platform 
for networking, knowl-
edge exchange, collabo-
ration, and business 
growth. During the de-
liberations, AP Cham-
bers expressed hope 
that the State govern-
ment will release the 
second instalment of  
the incentives during 

this month. 
The Chambers’ Boa 

rd members opined 
that the power charges 
in Andhra Pradesh are 
quite high compared 
with other states and 
form the major portion 
of  the production costs 
for industries. Mr. Bhas 
kara Rao appealed to 
the State government 
to bring down the pow-
er charges and stated 
that lowering the pow-
er charges will help 
MSMEs and large in-
dustries cut down costs 
and also attract more 
investments to the 
State.

Mr. Bhaskara Rao 
further added that even 
though the State is fo-
cusing on Speed of  Do-
ing Business, inspec-
tion raj is prevailing in 
the State as industries 
have to meet many 
compliances stipulated 
by multiple departmen 
ts. He requested the 
government to take 
measures to simplify 
compliances at the 
ground level, which 
will ease the pressure 
on industries.

AP Chambers’ office-
bearers, Mr. Potluri 
Bhaskara Rao, Presi-
dent ;  Mr.  B.  Raja 
Sekhar, Executive Vice 
President; Mr. Sub-
barao Ravuri, General 
Secretary; Mr. S. Ak-
kaiah Naidu, Treasur-
er participated in the 
Board meeting.

TPN/VIJAYAWADA 
Nov 4:  Andhra Pradesh 
Home Minister Van-
galapudi Anita inaugu-
rated the newly con-
str ucted T hullur u 
Police Sub-Division Of-
fice on Tuesday. Speak-
ing at the event, the 
minister expressed 
happiness over the 
completion and inau-
guration of  the new fa-
cility, stressing its im-
portance for law en for 
cement in the region.

She recalled that 
Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu had ini-
tiated the construction 
of  Amaravati in 2014. 
However, she pointed 
out that the office re-
mained incomplete 
during the YSRCP gov-
ernment’s tenure from 
2019 until now. Anita 
praised the farmers 
who had selflessly do-
nated their lands for 
the capital, stating that 

their sacrifices are now 
yielding visible resu 
lts. The Home Minister 
appreciated SP Vakul 
Jindal and DSP Murali 
Krishna for their dedi-
cated efforts in com-
pleting the building. 
She also commended 
the DGP’s efforts to 
strengthen the state’s 
police system, noting 
that the government is 
providing all necessary 
facilities for police 
personnel.

Anita announced th 
at the government has 
extended insurance 

coverage up to ₹1 crore 
for police officers and 
added that under the al-
liance gover nment, 
6,100 constable posts 
have been filled, where-
as not a single consta-
ble was recruited dur-
ing the YSRCP regime. 
Families of  deceased 
police officers would 
receive a minimum of  
₹15 lakh throu gh insur-
ance, she said.

Addressing issues of  
misinformation, Anita 
condemned the spread 
of  fake videos on social 
media, citing a recent 
incident where a video 
from Uttar Pradesh 
was falsely circulated 
as an event in Andhra 
Pradesh. She stated 
that AP Police are ef-
fectively countering 
such fake news using 
advanced technology, 
following directions 
from CM Chandrababu 
Naidu.
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TPN AMARAVATHI 
NOV 4: A tense confron-
tation within the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) has 
reached the party’s disci-
plinary committee after 
a bitter exchange be-
tween Tiruvuru MLA 
Kolikapudi Srinivas Rao 
and Vijayawada MP Kes-
ineni Chinni. The dis-
pute, which has stirred 
political circles in the 
NTR district, was for-
mally reviewed on Tues-
day at the TDP state 
headquarters in Mang 
alagiri.

 The meeting, chaired 
by TDP state president 
Palla Srinivas Rao, last-
ed nearly four hours. 
Committee members Ko-
nakalla Narayana Rao, 
Varla Ramaiah, M.A. 
Shareef, and Panchu-
marthi Anuradha were 
also present. MLA Ko-
likapudi appeared before 
the committee and sub-
mitted a detailed written 
explanation concerning 
his controversial social 
media posts and allega-
tions against Kesineni 
Chinni. 

After completing his 
deposition, he quietly 
left the premises. Later 
in the evening, MP Kes-
ineni was expected to ap-
pear before the panel to 
present his version of  
events.The confronta-
tion began when Kolika-
pudi accused Kesineni 
Chinni of  accepting Rs 5 
crore in exchange for se-
curing him a TDP ticket 
during the last assembly 
elections. The MLA post-
ed bank statements on 
his WhatsApp status as 
supposed proof, trigger-

ing a storm within the 
party. 

In subsequent posts, 
Kolikapudi declared that 
Tiruvuru was not a 
“public park where any-
one could walk in as they 
please,” asserting that he 
entered politics through 
his fight against YSRCP 
leader Jagan Mohan Red-
dy and not through fi-
nancial deals or favors.
He also shared posts ac-
cusing certain political 
leaders of  “selling posi-
tions for money,” further 
escalating tensions. 

These messages reignit-
ed the long-simmering 
rivalry between the MLA 
and MP, which had al-
ready created divisions 
among party cadres in 
Tiruvuru.

Reacting sharply, Kes-
ineni Chinni rejected all 
allegations, calling them 
baseless and immature. 
He stated that he had 
never aligned himself  
with YSRCP or its leader-
ship and that he would 
continue to stand firmly 
by TDP president N. 

Chandrababu Naidu, 
general secretary Nara 
Lokesh, and Jana Sena 
chief  Pawan Kalyan. 
Chinni commented that 
any TDP leader who tar-
geted these figures would 
be treated as his political 
adversary. 

Taking a swipe at Ko-

likapudi, he remarked 
that the MLA’s inconsist-
ent behavior betrayed 
political immaturity, say-
ing, “Only a month ago 
he called me a leader; no 
w he calls me a dem 
on.”Sources say Chan-
drababu Naidu expre 
ssed strong displeasure 
over the public spat, 

viewing it as damaging 
to the party’s discipline 
and image. Acting on his 
directive, the discipli-
nary committee has 
summoned both leaders 
for inquiry. The commit-
tee’s findings are expect-
ed to play a key role in 
restoring internal order 
within the TDP’s ranks.

TDP Panel Probes Clash Between 
Tiruvuru MLA and Vijayawada MP

Minister Nimmala 
Ramanayudu Visits 
Cyclone-Affected 
Areas in Palakollu, 
Extends Support to 
Fishermen Families

TPN BUREAU Pala-
kollu Nov 4: Minister 
Nimmala Ramanay-
udu visited several cy-
clone-affected villages 
under the Palakollu 
constituency of  West 
Godavari district, in-
cluding Kattukalva 
and Yelamanchilanka, 
as part of  his tour to 
assess the impact of  
the recent storm that 
hit the coastal region. 
The minister person-
ally met with fisher-
men families whose 
homes and livelihoods 
were badly affected by 
the cyclone’s heavy ra 
ins and strong winds.

 
During his visit, he 

distributed 50 kilo-
grams of  rice and es-
sential commodities to 
each of  the affected 
families as immediate 
relief. Ramanayudu as-
sured the residents 
that the state govern-
ment is committed to 
extending all neces-
sary support to restore 
normalcy in the affect-
ed villages. He empha-
sized that rehabilita-
tion efforts would be 

carried out swiftly, and 
special attention would 
be given to the needs of  
fishermen and small 
farmers who suffered 
heavy losses.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Nimmala Raman-
ayudu criticized oppo-
sition leader Y. S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
claiming that he has 
lost the moral right to 
speak on issues con-
cerning farmers today. 
The minister recalled 
that during the previ-
ous administration led 
by Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
even during cyclones 
and floods, the then 
Chief  Minister restr ic-
ted his visits to barri-
caded areas and avoid-
ed direct interaction 
with farmers. “Back 
then, far mers who 
tried to express their 
hardships were threat-
ened with police cases. 

That was the state of  
affairs under their gov-
ernance,” he remar 
ked.Ramanayudu con-
trasted that past ap-
proach with the cur-
rent gover nment’s 
readiness to be on the 
ground, meeting peo-
ple and providing di-
rect relief  without de-
lay. He asserted that 
the present adminis-
tration under Presi-
dent Trump–aligned 
leadership and the 

state’s coalition gov-
ernment prioritizes 
the welfare of  agricul-
tural communities. 
“Farmers are the back-
bone of  the nation, and 
their well-being is our 
foremost responsibili-
ty,” he said.

The minister also hi 
ghlighted that through 
the ongoing ‘Annadata 
Sukhībhava’ scheme, 
eligible farmers are be-
ing directly provided 
with financial assis-
tance of  Rs. 20,000 each 
to support cultivation 
and relief  from recent 
losses. He said the 
scheme aims to ensure 
that every farmer re-
ceives timely help 
without bureaucratic 
delays. 

Ramanayudu con-
cluded his visit by ap-
pealing to the local of-
ficials to speed up 
damage assessment re-
ports and ensure that 
every affected family 
receives relief  materi-
als and compensation 
promptly. 

His proactive en-
gagement and on-the-
ground approach were 
appreciated by many 
villagers,  who ex-
pressed gratitude for 
the government’s time-
ly response and per-
sonal attention to their 
problems.

JAGAN HAS NO MORAL 
RIGHT TO VISIT FARMERS : 

NIMMALA RAMANAIDU

Thousands Gather to 
Meet the Minister; 
Lokesh Personally 
Listens to 
Grievances and 
Promises Support

TPN VIJAYAWADA 
Nov 4: Andhra Pradesh 
Minister for Education 
and IT, Nara Lokesh, 
held his 70th Praja Dar-
bar (People’s Grievance 
Meet) at the Telugu De-

sam Party (TDP) central 
office on Tuesday. Thou-
sands of  people and par-
ty workers from across 
the state flocked to the 
venue to meet the minis-
ter and submit their pe-
titions. Lokesh warmly 
greeted everyone and 
spent over four hours 
listening to the prob-
lems of  more than 4,000 
individuals. He issued 
on-the-spot instructions 
to officials to address 
the grievances and as-

sured the public that the 
coalition government 
would stand by them.

During the event, citi-
zens from several dis-
tricts raised a wide ran 
ge of  issues. Hari krish-
na from Buddepupeta 
village in Srikakulam 
district complained that 
during the previous YS-
RCP regime, false cases 
were filed against him 
and his property was 
forcibly registered by lo-
cal leaders. Lokesh as-

sured him of  justice.
Similarly, Ravibabu 

from Kakumanu in Gu 
ntur district alleged that 
his ancestral land was 
being encroached upon 
with fake documents by 
YSRCP supporters. Loke 
sh promised prompt ac-
tion. U Ravi from Adoni, 
Kurnool district, said he 
was removed from his 
guest lecturer position 
due to political bias and 
requested reinstate-
ment. Representatives 

from the Unemployed 
Paramedical Health As-
sistants (Male) Associa-
tion urged the govern-
ment to fill vacant posts 
in the Health Depar 
tment. Tribal represent-
atives from Nallamala 
sought new schools in 
remote Chenchu habita-
tions under the Tribal 
Welfare Department. 
The Andhra Pradesh 
Power Employees’ Un-
ion requested the regu-
larization and pay revi-

sion of  23,500 contract 
workers in the power 
sector. Other petitions 
included requests for 
medical aid, establish-
ment of  a new govern-
ment junior college in 
Chittoor district, and ac-
tion against illegal en-
croachments on govern-
ment  land in NTR 
district. Lokesh assured 
that all matters would be 
carefully reviewed and 
appropriate measures 
taken.

Lokesh Holds 70th Day of Praja Darbar at TDP Headquarters

TDP MLC Demands Action Against 
YSRCP Leader for Remarks on Women

Vande Mataram Turns 150: BJP to 
Host Grand Celebrations on Nov 7

Andhra Dy CM stresses quality, zero irregulari-
ties for Rs 2000 cr SASCI funds for rural roads

Amaravati, November 
4: TDP MLC Greeshma 
Kavali strongly con-
demned YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) leader 
Nallapureddy Prasanna 
Kumar Reddy for what 
she described as “foolish 
and disrespectful re-
marks” against women. 
Speaking at a press con-
ference held at the Telu-
gu Desam Party (TDP) 
central office in Man-
galagiri on Monday, she 
warned that if  he failed 
to change his attitude, 
the public would teach 

him a lesson. 
Greeshma Kavali lam-

basted Prasanna Kumar 
Reddy for making offen-
sive comments against 
Nara Bhuvaneswari, the 
wife of  TDP National 
President and former 
Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu. She not-
ed that Nara Bhuvane-
swari ,  bor n into  a 
respected family, has de-
voted her life to social 
service and works ear-
nestly for the welfare of  
the poor. “Making inde-
cent statements about a 

woman of  such integrity 
is a disgrace not only to 
politics but to humanity 
itself,” she stated.

Criticizing the YSRCP 
culture, Kavali alleged 
that belittling and humil-
iating women had be-
come a routine practice 
among its leaders. She 
called on Chief  Minister 
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
to act immediately by 
suspending Prasanna 
Kumar Reddy from the 
party. “If  the Chief  Min-
ister truly respects wom-
en, he must ensure ac-
countability within his 
own ranks,” she demand-
ed. Kavali also insisted 
that Prasanna Kumar 
Reddy issue a public 
apology to Nara Bhu-

vaneswari for his objec-
tionable remarks.

The MLC warned that 
if  the ruling party’s lead-
ers continued to behave 
in this manner, it would 
face severe backlash in 
the upcoming elections. 
“If  the YSRCP leader-
ship continues to de-
g rade women,  they 
might not even secure 
the 11 Assembly seats the 
y currently hold,” Gr ee-
shma remarked. She ex-
pressed dismay that even 
while Nara Bhavani, an-
other TDP leader, is per-
forming her religious 
vow with devotion, she is 
being forced to face po-
litical attacks.

E m p h a s i z i n g  t h e 
TDP’s values, Greeshma 

stated that Telugu Des-
am leaders work based 
on principles and always 
uphold respect toward 
every woman, irrespec-
tive of  political differ-
ences. She added that the 
party stands firm in pro-
tecting women’s dignity 
and will not tolerate per-
sonal attacks disguised 
as political criticism.

Her remarks highlight 
a growing political flash-
point in Andhra Pradesh 
over the tone and nature 
of  political discourse. 
With increasing public 
scrutiny over leaders’ be-
havior, the issue of  wom-
en’s respect and repre-
sentation continues to 
take center stage in state 
politics.

TPN/VIJAYAWADA 
Nov 4: Andhra Pradesh 
BJP president P.V.N. 
Madhav has called upon 
party cadres to organise 
special programmes 

across the state on No-
vember 7 to mark the 
150th anniversary of  the 
patriotic song Vande Ma-
taram. Madhav held a 
teleconference with BJP 

MPs, MLAs, and state 
office-bearers to plan the 
activities. 

The party appointed 
SC Morcha state presi-
dent Panathala Suresh 
as the state in-charge for 
the celebrations. Mark-
ing the milestone year, 
Madhav urged that the 
full version of  the song 
be rendered during the 
celebrations. He an-
nounced that a grand 
event commemorating 
150 years of  Vande Mata-

ram would be held in 
Kakinada on November 
7. Recalling the song’s 
historic role in India’s 
freedom movement, 
Madhav said Vande Ma-
t a r a m ,  w r i t t e n  by 
Bankim Chandra Chat-
terjee, had united the na-
tion from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari during the 
struggle for independ-
ence. He cited that at Vi-
nukonda, firing broke 
out when people sang the 
song, and in Rajamahen-

dravaram, it inspired 
youth-led movements.

Madhav pointed out 
that Vande Mataram was 
instrumental in oppos-
ing the partition of  Ben-
gal. “During the British 
era, freedom fighters 
raised the slogan ‘Vande 
Mataram’ as a symbol of  
defiance,” he said. The 
song, which was cut 
short during a Congress 
session held in Kakinada 
in 1923, is still sung in its 
abridged form today.

Amaravati, Nov 4 (PTI) 
Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan on Tuesday stre 
ssed the importance of  
quality standards while 
utilising Rs 2,000 crore 
allocated by the central 
government under the 
Special Assistance to 
States for Capital Inves 
tment.

Kalyan said that dam-
aged Panchayat Raj 
roads in villages would 
be reconstructed on a 
priority basis, focusing 
first on severely dam-

aged stretches and di-
rected engineering offi-
cials to maintain transp 
arency in fund utilisa 
tion.

“The central govern-
ment has allocated Rs 
2,000 crore under the 
Special Assistance to 
States for Capital Invest-
ment (SASCI), and it 
must be utilized with 
quality standards,” said 
Kalyan in an official 
press release.

The deputy CM high-
lighted the strong coordi-
nation between the cen-

tral and state governme 
nts, underscoring the re-
sponsibility of  officials 
to ensure these funds 
benefit every rural area. 
Kalyan warned that ir-
regularities would not be 
tolerated. He cited Rs 35 
crore allocation for the 
Sri Satya Sai district 
roads under SASCI as an 
example.

The Janasena chief  
said that the NDA coali-
tion government aims to 
strengthen rural infra-
structure through effec-
tive monitoring and ac-

countability, ensuring 
every rupee benefits the 
people of  Andhra Prad 
esh.

Kalyan alleged that the 
previous YSRCP govern-
ment had neglected road 
construction and failed 

to utilise opportunities 
to obtain central funds, 
while the current NDA 
coalition government is 
actively securing finan-
cial support from the 
Centre for development 
works across the state.
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VIJAYAWADA

TPN VIJAYAWADA 
NOV 4: Durga Temple 
Land Dispute in Vi-
jayawada Sparks Fresh 
Concerns Over Devotee 
AmenitiesA long-pend-
ing land dispute involv-
ing the revered Kanaka 
Durga Temple in Vi-
jayawada has once again 
come to light, raising 
concerns among devo-
tees over the lack of  ba-
sic facilities such as ac-
c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d 
parking. The property in 
question, located at 
Kummaripalem, was 
originally allocated to 
the temple by the previ-
ous state government to 
develop infrastructure 
for pilgrims but remains 
unused due to adminis-
trative and political hur-

dles.According to re-
ports, the earlier ad 
ministration had signed 
an agreement to hand ov 
er this land to the Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devas 
thanams (TTD) for devel-
opment purposes. 

  Around Rs. 2 crore 
was reportedly spent on 
leveling the land, which 
was temporarily used for 
vehicle parking. Howev-
er, when the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) gov-
ernment took power, 
control over the site was 
taken away from the tem-
ple authorities. A notice 
board was installed pro-
hibiting any construc-
tion activity, and the area 
has remained locked 
since then. Allegations 
surfaced that influential 

figures in the then ruling 
party had their eyes on 
the prime land valued at 
several crores of  ru pees.

The earlier proposal 
had envisioned const 
ructing a Kalyana Man-
dapam at a cost of  Rs. 6 
crore, along with guest 
houses and a multi-level 
parking facility to serve 
domestic and interna-
tional devotees flocking 
to the temple. The design 
models and budget plans 
were prepared and for-
warded to the Endow-
ments Department Com-
missioner for approval. 
Unfortunately, before the 
plans could materialize, 
the project was halted 
abruptly, leaving the de-
velopment in limbo. 

As a result, the Durga 

Temple continues to 
struggle with space con-
straints for cottages and 
parking.With over two 
crore devotees visiting 
the temple annually, the 
need for infrastructure 
improvements is more 
critical than ever. On 
re gular days,  about 
30,000 devotees visit the 
shrine, with numbers 
rising to over 50,000 on 
weekends. During the 
Dasara festival, footfall 
crosses 15 to 20 lakh pil-
grims, while thousands 
arrive during Bhavani 
Deeksha and other fes-
tivities. Despite this mas-
sive inflow, there are no 
temple-managed cottag-
es, forcing pilgrims to de-
pend entirely on private 
hotels. Even parking 

their vehicles near the 
temple remains an every-
day challenge.Due to this 
situation, TTD has been 
seeking temporary per-
mission from authorities 
to use the Kummari-
palem land for parking 
during major festivals 
like Dasara. Once the cel-
ebrations conclude, the 
site is again locked and 
left idle. Although the 
government had official-
ly allotted the land to the 
temple years ago, the as-
signment has yet to take 
practical effect. Devotees 
and officials now hope 
the authorities will step 
in to resolve the matter 
permanently and create 
the much-needed facili-
ties for the comfort and 
convenience of  pilg rims.

Durga Temple Land Locked in 
Politics, Devotees Left in the Lurch

TPN BUREAU VI-
JAYAWADA NOV 4 : Re-
ports of  misuse of  mu-
nicipal parking co nt 
racts have come to light 
in Vijayawada, where 
political influence is al-
legedly being used to ob-
struct public e-auctions 
and enable illegal collec-
tions at major parking 
sites.According to sourc-
es within the Vijayawa-
da Municipal Corpora-
tion (VMC), certain 
leaders and their follow-
ers have been using the 
city’s parking slots as a 
source of  unauthorized 
income. By preventing 
open competition in 
lease auctions, they have 
allegedly deprived the 
corporation of  signifi-
cant revenue.

 
Two prime parking lo-

cations — the Old City 
BRP Road and the SBI 

Main Branch area  have 
remained vacant since 
the end of  their lease 
terms in August 2024. 
The previous leasehold-
er, who reportedly oper-
ates under the patronage 
of  a ruling party corpo-
rator, had taken these 
sites under a benami 
(proxy) name. During 
his tenure, he charged 
motorists exorbitant 
fees much higher than 
the approved rates. In-
stead of  the prescribed 
Rs. 30 per car for three 
hours, customers were 
allegedly being forced to 
pay between Rs. 100 and 
Rs. 200.

Following repeated 
public complaints, VMC 
officials investigated 
and blacklisted the indi-
vidual. However, after 
facing disciplinary ac-
tion, he is said to have 

retaliated by ensuring 
that no other bidders 
participated in the sub-
sequent e -auctions. 
When the parking leases 
w e r e  r e - t e n d e r e d 
through the online por-
tal in August, not a sin-
gle bid was received. 
During the next short-
term e-tender floated on 
September 24, only one 
bidder came forward, 
quoting just Rs. 20,000 
above the upset price.
The combined upset 
price for the two sites 
was fixed at Rs. 49,11,062, 
whereas the single bid-
der’s quote stood at Rs. 
49,31,062. As per munici-
pal norms, the winning 
bid should be at least 11 
percent higher than the 
upset price a difference 
amounting to Rs. 5,4 
0,216. Nonetheless, muni 
cipal ruling party lead-
ers are reportedly pres-

suring officials to ap-
prove the subpar single 
tender.

The proposal was 
placed before the stand-
ing committee, which 
delayed its approval, al-
legedly awaiting com-
mission deals. However, 
insiders claim it will 
likely be approved in the 
next meeting.Adding 
further controversy, the 
pending proposal also 
seeks to exempt the new 
leaseholder from paying 
GST on parking fees and 
to allow payment of  the 
total  amount in 12 
monthly installments of  
Rs. 4,10,922 each.These 
developments, if  con-
firmed, could deepen 
public mistrust in the 
city’s revenue processes 
and raise questions 
about accountability 
within the Vijayawada 
Municipal Corporation.

Online Investment Racket Busted, 
Three From Andhra Held 

Vijayawada, Novem-
ber 4: The Hyderabad 
Cyber Crime Police 
have arrested three in-
dividuals from Andhra 
Pradesh in connection 
with a major online in-
vestment fraud, in 
which unsuspecting 
victims were tricked 
into transferring large 
s u m s  o f  m o n e y 
through fake invest-
ment schemes shared 
over WhatsApp. 

According to police 
reports, the accused 
colluded with a group 
of  organized cyber 
fraudsters who posed 
as professional invest-
ment advisers. They 
approached several 
Hyderabad residents 
via WhatsApp, gaining 
their trust with prom-
ises of  high returns on 
digital investments. 
Once the victims were 
convinced, the fraud-
sters  manipulated 
them into transferring 
their money to bank 
accounts that were 
opened and managed 
by the arrested indi-
viduals.Investigators 
revealed that the three 
accused had helped the 
main fraudsters by cre-
ating and maintaining 
multiple  bank ac-
counts to channel the 
i l le g al ly  obtained 
funds. 

In return for their 

cooperation, each of  
them received commis-
sions ranging from 15 
to 20 percent on the 
money deposited into 
their accounts.The ar-
rested accused have 
been identified as Ma-
datala Ramesh Reddy, 
25, an unemployed 
youth from Thamma 
Ranga Reddy Nagar, 
Guntur district; Gandi 
Srinu, a private em-
ployee from Indra Na-
gar, Visakhapatnam; 
and Gurrapukonda 
Sridhar, a resident of  
Gollapudi, Vijayawa-
da, who worked as a 
loan provider. Togeth-
er, the trio enabled the 
cyber fraudsters to si-
phon off  approximate-
ly Rs. 59 lakh from mul-
tiple victims.

 
Following a com-

plaint lodged by one of  
the defrauded inves-
tors, the Hyderabad 
Cyber Crime Cell lau 
nched an investigation 
that tracked the flow of  
money through online 
transactions. This led 
the team to the bank 
accounts operated by 
the three accused. 
Upon interrogation, 
the police found evi-
dence confirming their 
involvement in facili-
tating the online scam.
Acting under the su-
pervision of  Cyber 

Crimes  ACP Shiv 
Maruthi and Inspector 
S. Naresh, the police 
team arrested the sus-
pects and seized sever-
al incriminating items, 
i n c l u d i n g  m o b i l e 
phones, a Poco hand-
set, and multiple debit 
cards used in the ope 
ration. 

The investigation is 
ongoing to trace the 
main perpetrators be-
hind the larger net-
work of  cyber sca 
mmers who orchestrat-
ed the fraudulent inves 
tment scheme.Authori-
ties have once again 
urged citizens to exer-
cise caution before en-
gaging with unknown 
individuals or groups 
online, especially those 
offering investment ad-
vice or lucrative earn-
ing opp ortunities. 

Police officials em-
phasized that genuine 
financial institutions 
never seek personal in-
formation or money 
transfers through so-
cial media or messag-
ing platforms.The Hy-
derabad Cyber Crime 
Police are also coordi-
nating with banks and 
digital payment chan-
nels to identify and 
block suspicious ac-
counts linked to simi-
lar fraudulent activi-
ties across the region.

Political Clout Casts Shadow Over Vijayawada Parking Leases

TPN/VIJAYAWADA 
Nov 4: The Vigilance Aw 
areness Week 2025 con-
cluded today, i.e. 4th No-
vember 2025 with a 
grand ceremony at the 
Divisional Auditorium, 
Vijayawada Division, 
South Central Railway. 
The event, held in the 
presence of  senior offi-
cials and staff, was ma 
rked by inspiring speech-
es, thought-provoking 
presentations, and recog-
nition of  employees who 
excelled in various com-
petitions conducted dur-
ing the week.

Mohit Sonakiya, Divi-
sional Railway Manager, 
Vijayawada Division, 
and Chief  Guest of  the 
occasion, delivered a 
compelling address high-
lighting the core values 
of  integrity, vigilance, 
and accountability with-

in Indian Railways. He 
reflected on the legacy of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel, emphasising that the 
observance of  Vigilance 
Awareness Week during 
Patel’s birth anniversary 
serves as a powerful re-
minder of  moral courage 
and honesty in public 
service.

In his address, Mohit 
Sonakiya underscored 
that every railway em-
ployee is a custodian of  a 
vital national asset, bear-
ing the responsibility of  
ensuring safe, efficient, 
and transparent service 
to millions of  passengers 
and stakeholders. He 
stressed that vigilance is 
not the sole duty of  the 
Vigilance Department 
but a collective responsi-
bility, urging staff  to 
stand against any wrong-
doing and to contribute 

proactively to building a 
culture of  integrity.

He outlined a three-pi 
llar approach to strength-
en ethical practices with-
in the Division:

1.	 Prevention is 
Better than Cure – Estab-
lishing systems that re-
duce corruption oppor-
tunities through digi 
tization and simplified 
procedures.

2.	 Transparency 
Builds Trust – Ensuring 
open access to processes 
and criteria for all stake-
holders to eliminate 
malpractices.

3.	 Zero Tolerance 
to Corruption – Taking 
swift and firm action 
against corruption while 
protecting and reward-
ing integrity.

Sonakiya commended 
the Division’s progress 
in performance indica-

tors and passenger satis-
faction, calling for sus-
tained vigilance in futu 
re projects to ensure acco 
untability and fairness. 
He made a heartfelt appe 
al to employees to uphold 
honesty in their profes-
sional conduct and to 
leave behind a legacy of  
integrity for future ge 
nerations.

The Guest of  Honour, 
S Srinivas, Chief  Work-
shop Manager, Rayana-
padu, in his address, em-
phasised the importance 
of  using modern tools an 
d technology to prevent 
corruption. He highlig 
hted that self-awareness, 
knowledge, and professio 
nal integrity are key to 
curbing unethical prac-
tices, pointing out that 
ignorance, pressure, and 
lack of  awareness often 
lead to misconduct.

The event also fea-
tured insightful presen-
tations by three Vigi-
lance Officers:

Ch. Rakesh, Dy. Chief  
Vigilance Officer (Traf-
fic & RPF) – Delivered a 
presentation on various 
types of  vigilance: Partic 
ipative, Preventive, Prob-
ing, Protective, and Puni-
tive, along with steps to 
identify vigilance ang 
les.

B. Rama Rao, Dy. Chief  
Vigilance Officer (Engi-
neering) – Shared case 
studies highlighting vig-
ilance scenarios in the 
Engineering Departm 
ent. K. Ravi Kumar, Sr. 
Vigilance Officer (Per-
sonnel) – Presented real-
life case studies from the 
Personnel Department, 
i l lustrating lessons 
learned from vigilance 
interventions.

Vigilance Week Ends with Call for Integrity in Railways

Crowds Defy Curbs During 
Jagan’s Cyclone Tour

TPN BUREAU Ma 
chilipatnam, Krishna 
District Nov 4: Chief  Mi 
nister Y. S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy’s visit to cy-
clone-affected areas in 
the Krishna district 
witnessed large gather-
ings of  YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) support-
ers, despite strict re-
strictions imposed by 
the police. The Chief  Mi 
nister is currently on a 
tour assessing the dam-
age caused by the re-
cent cyclone, interact-

ing with victims, and 
reviewing relief  meas-
ures.Police had earlier 
issued clear directives 
limiting the convoy to 
10 vehicles and the total 
number of  attendees to 
no more than 500 peo-
ple, in order to maint 
ain order and ensure 
safety in the cyclone-hit 
zones. 

However, these in-
structions were disre-
garded as thousands of  
YSRCP cadres poured 

into the area to catch a 
glimpse of  the Chief  
Minister. Reports indi-
cate that party workers, 
led by Pedana constitu-
ency in-charge Uppala 
Ramu, mobilized sup-
porters from various 
villages, resulting in 
massive crowds along 
the Guduru highway. 
Many gathered on the 
roadside, chanting slo-
gans and waving flags, 
turning the visit into a 
show of  political str 
ength despite police ad-

visories.Law enforce-
ment personnel faced 
considerable challenges 
in  control l ing  the 
situation. 

Barricades were set 
up at several points to 
restrict entry, and addi-
tional forces were de-
ployed to manage the 
swelling crowds. Offi-
cials stated that the pri-
ority remained ensur-
ing the Chief  Minister’s 
security and preventing 
any disruption to relief  
operations.

Authorities expre 
ssed concern over the 
violation of  movement 
restrictions, emphasiz-
ing that such large gath-
erings can obstruct on-
going emergency relief  
work and pose risks 
during adverse weather 
conditions. Despite the 
heavy tur nout, the 
Chief  Minister contin-
ued his inspection with-
out incident, promising 
comprehensive relief  
measures to those af-
fected by the cyclone.
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TPN PALNADU, Nov 4:  In a 
significant milestone for Pal-
nadu district, the first interna-
tional adoption has officially 
been approved under the super-
vision of  District Collector Kri-
tika Shukla. A family from Illi-
nois, United States, has come 
forward to adopt a one-year-old 
girl from the region, marking an 
important step in cross-country 
adoption procedures since the 
district’s formation. According 
to official sources, the child, 
named Amara Pragathi, had 
been under the protection of  the 
Special Adoption Section, an al-
lied division of  the Department 
of  Women Development and 
Child Welfare. 

 Braden Reese Webb, a residen 
t of  Illinois, expressed his inter-

est in adopting the child through 
an application submitted online 
via the Caring Portal. The appli-
cation underwent standard re-
view by the Central Adoption 
Resource Authority (CARA), fol-
lowing which the adoption was 
formally approved by the Gov-
ernment of  India.After the 
clearance, District Collector 
Kritika Shukla held an online 
interaction with the adoptive 
parent to learn about his readi-
ness and commitment toward 
the child’s well-being. 

During the meeting, she em-
phasized the importance of  pro-
viding care and affection equiv-
alent to that given to biological 
children. The collector appreci-
ated the sincerity shown by the 
adoptive parent, who assured 

that Amara Pragathi would be 
treated lovingly and equally as 
one of  his own. Webb also con-
firmed his willingness to ensure 
medical care for the child, par-
ticularly for her right eye, wh ic 
h requires specialized treatme 
nt.Officials stated that meticu-
lous legal and procedural steps 
were followed to guarantee the 
child’s safety and secure place-
ment. The adoption not only re-
flects the district administra-
tion’s efficient facilitation of  
the process but also highlights 
the global recognition of  the 
systems established under Indi 
a’s centralized adoption me cha 
nism. 

The Department of  Women 
Development and Child Welfare 
in Palnadu played a crucial role 

in coordinating with national 
and international agencies to 
make this adoption possible.
District Collector Kritika Shuk-
la remarked that this event 
marks a proud moment for Pal-
nadu since it is the first foreign 
adoption registered after the 
district’s establishment. 

She expressed optimism that 
such transparent and compas-
sionate adoption processes 
would continue to help aban-
doned or orphaned children 
find nurturing families world-
wide. The case of  Amara Pra-
gathi stands as a remarkable 
example of  how coordinated ef-
forts between local administra-
tion and international appli-
cants can change lives beyond 
borders.

Palnadu Sees First International Adoption

G.V. Anjaneyulu Urg-
es Officials to Provide 
Better Public Services

TPN,  Vinukonda 
(Palnadu District) Nov 
5: The CW called upon 
officials and employees 
across departments to 
render more effective 
services to the people 
of  his constituency. Ad-
dressing a review meet 
ing with departmental 
officers at his office on 
Tuesday, he appreciat-
ed the spirited efforts 
of  various depart-
ments during the re-
cent Mandha cyclone 
and the subsequent flo 
ods.The Chief  Whip 
praised officials for 
their swift response 
that ensured no loss of  
life within the constit-
uency. He lauded the 
agricultural and horti-
cultural officers for 
visiting flood-affected 
villages, assessing crop 
damage, and uploading 
detailed reports to the 
government for relief  
actions. 

 He also commended 
power sector engineers 
for restoring electrici-
ty under war-footing 
conditions after dam-
age to poles, transform-
ers, and circuits caused 
power outages in sev-

eral areas.Anjaneyulu 
extended appreciation 
to officers and staff  
from revenue, munici-
pal, electrical, R&B, 
RWS, Panchayat Raj, 
animal husbandry, and 
APSRTC departments 
for their dedicated ser-
vice during the cyclone 
crisis. He directed mu-
nicipal and health au-
thorities to intensify 
sanitation initiatives 
to prevent the outbreak 
of  infectious diseases 
in villages and instr 
ucted veterinary offi-
cials to take preventive 
steps to protect live 
stock.

The Chief  Whip em-
phasized proper aware-
ness among Scheduled 
C a s t e ,  S c h e d u l e d 
Tribe, and Backward 
Class households re-
garding the coalition 
government’s policy of  
providing free power 
supply. He urged offi-
cials to ensure installa-
tion of  free electricity 
meters in eligible hous 
eholds.He further in-
structed revenue au-
thorities to issue land 
titles to all applicants 
awaiting site allocatio 
ns and identify those 
still without house 
plots, ensuring that 

every family applies 
under the housing 
scheme. Pending appli-
cations for land pass-
books numbering over 
6,000 in the constitu-
ency must be cleared 
without delay, he note 
d. Highlighting the 
benefits of  the Surya 
Ghar solar initiative, 
Anjaneyulu stated that 
the program would 
generate significant 
long-term savings and 
serve as a sustainable 
income source for poor 
families. He urged of-
ficials to promote awar 
eness and facilitate the 
installation of  solar sy 
stems for every house-
hold.Additionally, he 
appreciated horticul-
ture officials for en-
couraging farmers to 
cultivate fruit crops on 
17,000 acres under the 
constituency’s horti-
culture expansion driv 
e. Concluding the meet-
ing, G.V. Anjaneyulu 
felicitated several offi-
cials who had excelled 
in relief  operations 
during the cyclone pe-
riod.The rev iew ses-
sion witnessed partici-
pation from officers of  
multiple departments 
and leaders of  the coa-
lition govern ment.

Chief Whip Calls for Stronger 
Public Service Delivery

MLA Dr. Chadalavada 
Aravind Babu 
Announces Rs. 50 
Crore for Completion 
of Pending Wo rks at 
JNTU College

TPN BUREAU Nar-
asaraopet, Nov 4: In a 
major step toward stre 

ngthening technical ed-
ucation infrastructure 
in Palnadu district, Dr. 
Chadalavada Aravind 
Babu, MLA of  Narasa 
raopet, announced that 
Rs. 50 crore will be allo-
cated for completing the 
pending works of  the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Tech-
nological University 
(JNTU) College of  Engi-

neering, Kakani. The 
decision follows de-
tailed instructions from 
Chief  Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, and Edu-
cation Minister Nara 
Lokesh to expedite the 
campus development. 
On Tuesday, Dr. Aravind 
Babu, accompanied by 

District Collector Dr. 
Kritika Shukla, inspect-
ed the permanent cam-
pus of  the JNTU College 
at Kakani village in 
Narasaraopet mandal. 
The MLA reviewed on-
going construction 
works and pending in-
frastructure projects in 
consultation with the 
college principal and en-
gineering officials. Par-
ticular attention was 
given to the incomplete 
hostels, laboratory ex-
pansions, compound 
walls, and other essen-
tial facilities. Spea king 

to the media after the 
inspection, the MLA 
criticized the previous 
YSR Congress Party 
government for neglect-
ing the project, which 
was initiated in 2016 
during the earlier Telu-
gu Desam Party (TDP) 
regime. He emphasized 
that the coalition gov-
ernment is fully com-
mitted to completing all 
campus works before 
the commencement of  
the 2026–27 academic 
year. “Our goal is to 
make the JNTU College 
of  Engineering at Ka-

kani a model institution 
that offers free and qual-
ity technical education 
to deserving students 
from backward areas of  
Palnadu district,” he 
expl ained.Dr. Aravind 
Babu stated that with 
the sanctioned Rs. 50 
crore, construction and 
development activities 
such as hostels, labora-
tories, internal roads, 
compound walls, and 
various basic amenities 
will be completed swif  
tly. He also reviewed the 
progress of  the existing 
buildings and issued in-

structions to complete 
the remaining tasks on 
a priority basis.The ML 
A highlighted that the 
institution, established 
ov er a vast campus of  
ne arly 85.94 acres, was 
set up with a vision to 
promote higher techni-
cal education in rural 
areas. He added that the 
coalition government, 
led by Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu 
and Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan, is 
placing high impor-
tance on education in-
frastructure to empow-

er students from econ 
omically weaker secti 
ons.Promising to dedi-
cate a fully developed 
campus to students in 
the upcoming academic 
session, Dr. Aravind 
Babu expressed confi-
dence that the combined 
efforts of  the govern-
ment and educational 
authorities would soon 
make the Kakani JNTU 
campus a center of  ex-
cellence in the Palnadu 
region. Several local co-
alition leaders and offi-
cials participated in the 
inspection program.

₹50 Crore Sanctioned to Complete JNTU Kakani Works

āDemands Justice for Kavali Workers In APCOS Scheme

Gopireddy Leads Signature Drive Against Medical College Privatization 

TPN, Kavali (Nellore 
District) Nov 4: A major 
protest was held on Tues-
day under the leadership 
of  the Centre of  Indian 
Trade Unions (CITUā) at 
the Kavali Municipal Of-
fice, demanding that mu-
nicipal workers be bro 
ught under the purview 
of  the Andhra Pradesh 
Corporation for Out-
sourced Services (AP-
COS). The protest high-
lighted a long-pending 
issue concerning hun-
dreds of  municipal work-
ers who have been work-
ing for over a decade 
without receiving fair 
wages or job security.

 
Speaking to reporters, 

CITU leaders strongly 
criticized the municipal 
administration for fail-
ing to implement the 
minimum wage norms 
mandated by law. They 
pointed out that despite 
several years of  continu-
ous service, workers are 
still paid meager salaries 
that barely cover their 
basic needs. Many work-
ers are forced to perform 
multiple tasks daily, in-
cluding sanitation work, 
waste collection, drain-
age maintenance, and 

other essential civic du-
ties, yet are denied prop-
er financial compensati 
on. The union leaders al-
leged that the municipal-
ity’s negligence has left 
workers in severe dis-
tress. They asserted that 
the municipal manage-
ment has continued to 
exploit the labor force 
without regularizing 
their services or recog-
nizing their contribution 
to maintaining urban hy-
giene and infrastructure. 
“These employees are 
the backbone of  local 
civic operations. For ten 
years they have been 
serving the public tire-
lessly, but the adminis-
tration has turned a 
blind eye to their plight,” 
one of  the agitating lead-

ers commented during 
the demonstration. The 
CITU representatives de-
manded the immediate 
regularization of  all eli-
gible workers through 
their absorption into the 
APCOS system. 

They argued that 
bringing them under AP-
COS would not only pro-
vide job security but also 
ensure timely payment 
of  wages, provident fund 
benefits, and social secu-
rity measures such as 
health insurance. The 
union reiterated that the 
current system of  irreg-
ular contract employ-
ment allows the authori-
ties to exploit workers 
while avoiding account-
ability.The protest drew 
attention from local resi-

dents and civic activists, 
many of  whom express 
ed support for the work-
ers. Several protesters 
carried placards de-
manding “Equal Pay for 
Equal Work” and “Jus-
tice for Kavali Municipal 
Laborers.” 

Sl9gans calling for gov-
ernment intervention 
echoed across the prem-
ises as municipal em-
ployees and CITU mem-
bers stood united in their 
appeal.CITU leaders 
warned that the agita-
tion would continue un-
til all their demands are 
met. They vowed to in-
tensify the protests 
across Nellore district if  
the authorities fail to re-
spond promptly. “Our 
struggle will go on until 

justice is achieved. 
The government must 

recognize the services of  
these experienced mu-
nicipal workers who 
have kept the town clean 
and running smoothly 
for years,” said a senior 
district leader of  CITU.
The protesting workers 
submitted a representa-
tion to the municipal 
commissioner, urging 
immediate action. They 
requested that the issue 
be escalated to higher au-
thorities in the Urban 
Development Depart-
ment and the State Gov-
ernment for appropriate 
policy intervention.  The 
leaders also reminded of-
ficials that several mu-
nicipalities in other dis-
tricts  have already 
integrated their workers 
into APCOS, setting a 
precedent that should be 
followed in Kavali as 
well. As the protest con-
cluded, the atmosphere 
remained charged with 
determination. For the 
workers of  Kavali Mu-
nicipality, Tuesday’s 
dharna symbolized not 
just a fight for better pay, 
but a battle for dignity, 
recognition, and securi-
ty in their daily lives.

TPN BUREAU PAL-
NADU NOV 4: Dr. Gopire 
ddy Leads Signature 
Campaign Against Medi-
cal Colleges’ Privatiza-
tion A spirited “Racha-
banda” public meeting 
was organized on Tues-
day at Ramireddipalem 
village in Rom picherla 
mandal of  Palnadu dis-
trict under the leader-
ship of  Dr. Gopi reddy 
Srinivas Reddy, Execu-
tive Working President 
of  the YSR Congress Par-
ty (YSRCP), Palnadu dis-
trict. The event drew lo-
cal villagers, party cadre, 
and community mem-
bers who gathered to ex-
press their opposition to 
the ongoing privatiza-
tion of  government med-
ical colleges in Andhra 
Pradesh.  Addressing the 
gathering, Dr. Gopireddy 
spearheaded the “One 
Crore Signature Cam-
paign” as part of  the bro 
ader move ment initiated 

by the YSRCP to protest 
the state governme nt’s 
decision to privatize ex-
isting government medi-
cal colleges. He person-
ally participated in the 
signature drive, symboli-
cally mar king the par-
ty’s strong commitment 
to safeguard the public 
healthcare education 
system established un-
der former Chief  Minis-
ter Y. S. Jagan Mohan Re 
ddy.In his speech, Dr. Go 
pireddy accused Chief  
Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu and Min-
ister Nara Lokesh of  un-
dermining the progress 
made under the pre vi-
ous YSRCP governm ent. 
He alleged that the weal 
th, welfare institutions, 
and people’s resources 
built during the YSRCP 
rule were now being sold 
off  to private pla yers for 
political and fina ncial 
gain. He condem ned 
what he termed as an 

“anti-people privatiza-
tion strategy” that wo 
uld push medical educa-
tion out of  reach for stu-
den ts from poor and mid 
dle-class families.Dr. 
Gopireddy emphasized 
that medical education 
should remain accessi-
ble to all, not just a privi-
lege for the wealthy. 

He urged YSRCP lead-
ers, supporters, and the 
public to unite in com-
pleting the One Crore 
Signature Campaign suc-

cessfully, warning that 
failure to resist these 
moves would result in se-
vere setbacks for the 
healthcare and educa-
tion sectors in Andhra 
Pradesh. The Rachaban-
da programme served as 
a platform for open po-
litical dialogue, where lo-
cal citizens voiced their 
concerns over rising 
costs and diminishing 
accessibility in the pub-
lic healthcare and educa-
tion sectors. Several sen-

ior YSRCP leaders and 
activists took part in the 
event, reiterating the 
party’s com mitment to 
fight against privatiza-
tion and protect the vi-
sion of  equitable access 
to education laid down 
by Y. S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s administration. 
The event concluded 
with renewed pledges 
from party members to 
intensify the campaign 
across Palnadu district 
in the coming weeks.
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Trump’s China Deal Seen as Self-Sabotage
US President Donald 

Trump’s recent meeting 
with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping in South Ko-
rea has raised concerns 
over Washington’s stra-
tegic position, with ana-
lysts suggesting Trump 
has “shot himself  in the 
foot.” The high-profile 
encounter, meant to re-
solve tensions from the 
trade war he initiated, 
ended with a 12-month 
truce but left key US in-
t e r e s t s  p o t e n t i a l l y 
compromised.

Trump sought a deal to 
end the trade war, which 
began with tariffs on 
Chinese goods in April. 
While he hailed the meet-
ing as a “great success,” 
Xi remained composed, 
securing concessions 
without giving up much. 
China agreed to suspend 
its latest export controls 
on rare earth minerals 
for a year—resources 
critical to smartphones, 

advanced electronics, 
and military systems—
and resumed soybean 
imports from the US, a 
politically significant 
move.

In return, Trump re-
duced tariffs on China 
and suspended port fees 
on Chinese ships. He also 
relaxed US export con-
trols, allowing American 
tech firms, including 
Nvidia, to engage with 
Chinese companies. This 
has alarmed US security 
experts, as China could 
gain access to advanced 
AI chips crucial for mili-
tary and technological 
advancement. Critics ar-
gue this could strength-
en Beijing’s strategic 
edge while undermining 
US technological con-
tainment policies.

The truce reflects a 
broader miscalculation. 
China has long planned 
for technological and 
trade supremacy, imple-

menting policies like 
“Made in China 2025” to 
enhance self-reliance in 
high-tech manufactur-
ing. Xi also sought new 
markets to reduce de-
pendence on the US, us-
ing rare earth minerals 
as leverage during the 
trade conflict. Trump’s 
concessions effectively 
delay China’s restrictive 
licensing measures, giv-
ing Beijing additional 
time to advance its tech-
nological ambitions.

The agreement’s rip-
ple effects extend global-
ly. Countries like India, 
Europe, and Canada are 
recalibrating strategies 
amid US-China competi-
tion. India, in particular, 
faces dual challenges: 
navigating US tariffs 
while managing strate-
gic rivalry with China. 
The situation highlights 
the importance of  diver-
sifying trade partner-
ships and building self-

reliance in high-tech and 
defense sectors.

Trump’s approach, 
seen by many as transac-
tional, risks undermin-
ing US economic and na-
t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y 
objectives. While the 
12-month truce may al-
low time for a broader 
deal, it also provides Chi-
na with breathing space 
to consolidate technolog-
ical  gains.  Analysts 
warn that the apparent 
short-term victory for 
the US may, in fact, em-
power Beijing in the 
long-term, exposing vul-
nerabilities in Washing-
ton’s trade and security 
strategy.

The Trump-Xi encoun-
ter underscores the deli-
cate balance between di-
plomacy, commerce, and 
national security, with 
global powers and allies 
closely watching the con-
sequences of  the US 
concessions.

Mokama Strongmen Reshape Bihar Poll Battle
Mokama, Bihar:  As 

the state assembly elec-
tions approach, Moka-
ma’s notorious strong-
m e n ,  A n a n t  Ku m a r 
Singh and Suraj Bhan 
Singh, are once again 
shaping the political 
landscape. Both hailing 
from the Bhumihar com-
munity, their decades-
long rivalry has moved 
from bullets to ballots, 
but violence and intimi-
d a t i o n  r e m a i n  e n -
trenched in this river-
side township.

Suraj Bhan, 60, sen-
tenced to life in 2008 for 
a 1992 murder in Be-
gusarai, cannot contest 
elections himself.  In-
stead, his wife Veena 
Devi is the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) candi-
date, vying for the seat 
against Anant Singh, 58, 
a Janata Dal (United) 
leader recently arrested 
in connection with the 
murder of  Jan Suraaj 
supporter Dular Chand 

Ya d av.  G u n f i r e  a n d 
stone-pelting have again 
marked Mokama’s politi-
cal arena, highlighting 
its long history of  crime 
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h 
politics.

Mokama has long re-
lied on musclemen like 
Singh and Bhan to main-
tain electoral influence. 
Dular Chand’s killing 
during a clash between 
Jan Suraaj campaigners 
and Singh’s supporters 
underscores the contin-
uing volati l i ty.  Resi -
dents express frustra-
t i o n  ove r  p e r s i s t e n t 
violence. “There is no 
way to live peacefully 
here. Every other con-
stituency has moved on, 
but Mokama remains 
under the grip of  blood-
shed,” said local resi-
dent Amlesh Kumar.

Both strongmen rose 
from personal tragedy 
a n d  a m b i t i o n .  S u r a j 
Bhan entered crime af-
ter the murder of  his 

cousin Moti Singh in 
1989 and gradually lever-
aged criminal influence 
into politics. He later ex-
panded into railway con-
tracts,  extending his 
reach into Gorakhpur, 
Uttar Pradesh, amid vio-
lent confrontations with 
rival strongmen. Mean-
while, Anant Singh’s tra-
jectory began after the 
murder  o f  his  e lder 
brother in the 1980s. 
With his brother Dilip 
Singh paving a political 
path, Anant built muscle 
power in Mokama and 
secured contracts at the 
NTPC Barh plant, con-
solidating wealth and 
influence.

Over decades,  both 
have blended crime with 
politics to maintain con-
trol in Mokama. Their 
influence has made them 
indispensable to state 
leaders like Nitish Ku-
mar and Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav, who rely on these 
figures to secure elector-

al gains.
T h e  2 0 2 5  e l e c t i o n s 

mark the closest the two 
have been to a direct 
contest in years, with 
their  proxies—Veena 
Devi and Anant Singh 
himself—leading cam-
paigns. Mokama voters 
face a choice between 
candidates whose politi-
cal power remains insep-
arable from a legacy of  
violence, extortion, and 
control over key con-
tracts. The outcome may 
determine whether this 
re gion finally sees a 
break from its bloody 
past or continues its cy-
c l e  o f  c r i m e - f u e l e d 
politics.

Mokama remains a 
stark reminder of  how 
criminal networks con-
tinue to shape Bihar’s 
p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e, 
highlighting the endur-
ing relevance of  strong-
men in local elections 
despite legal and moral 
constraints.

Supreme Court Upholds Lawyer-Client 
Privilege

The Supreme Court has 
reinforced the sanctity of  
attor ney-client privilege, 
delivering a verdict that 
underscores the independ-
ence of  the le gal profes-
sion as a constitutional ne-
c e s s i t y.  T h e  j u d g m e n t 
comes after the Enforce-
m e n t  D i r e c t o r a t e  ( E D ) 
summoned Senior Advo-
cates  Arvind  Datar  and 
Pratap Venugopal earlier 
this  year,  sparking con-
cerns over the confidenti-
a l i t y  o f  l a w y e r - c l i e n t 
communications.

T h e  E D  w i t h d rew  t h e 
summons fol lowing pro-
tests  from the  Supreme 
Court Bar Association and 

the Bar Council of  India 
and issued instr uctions 
that no advocate should be 
summoned without the pri-
or approval of  the ED direc-
tor. However, the incident 
p r o m p t e d  t h e  S u p r e m e 
Court to take up the matter 
s u o  m o t u ,  q u e s t i o n i n g 
whether a lawyer could be 
summoned merely for giv-
ing legal advice or repre-
senting a client.

The case also had roots in 
Ahmedabad, where a police 
officer summoned a lawyer 
who had filed a bail plea in 
a money-lending dispute, de-
manding details of  the case. 
The High Court refused in-
tervention, highlighting a 

growing tension between in-
vestigative agencies and the 
legal profession. A three-
judge bench led by Chief  
Justice B R Gavai, with Jus-
tices K Vinod Chandran and 
N V Anjaria, heard the mat-
t e r  a n d  re c o g n i z e d  t h e 
broader implications for the 
right to legal defence.

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t 
stressed that i f  lawyers 
could be summoned for per-
forming their professional 
duties, the right to defence 
risks being treated as a priv-
ilege granted by the state 
rather than a constitutional 
guarantee. The judgment be-
g an with a reference to 
Shakespeare’s Henry VI: 

“The first thing we do, let’s 
kill  all  the lawyers,” ex-
plaining that it served as a 
caution against silencing 
those who defend law and 
order.

Crucially, the Court high-
lighted Section 132 of  the 
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniy-
am, which preserves confi-
dentiality between lawyers 
and clients—a principle 
rooted in Section 126 of  the 
Indian Evidence Act of  1872. 
Communications made to a 
lawyer in professional con-
fidence cannot be disclosed 
unless intended to further a 
crime or reveal  a crime 
committed after the law-
yer’s engagement. The priv-
ilege is the client’s, ena-
bling full disclosure to their 
advocate without fear of  
self-incrimination.

Legal experts hailed the 
verdict as a vital reaffirma-
tion of  constitutional pro-
tections. “The independence 
of  the Bar is not a profes-
sional courtesy; it is essen-
tial to the rule of  law,” noted 
one advocate. The ruling 
sends a clear message: in-
vestigative authorities can-
not overstep and encroach 
on the professional space of  
lawyers, ensuring that citi-
zens retain their fundamen-
tal right to defence and legal 
counsel.

The Supreme Court’s judg-
ment thus strengthens the 
framework of  attorney-cli-
ent confidentiality, reinforc-
ing that the lawyer’s duty is 
to defend, while the state’s 
duty is to investigate—nei-
ther may usurp the other.

India’s Quasi-Federal Model 
Remains Strong

As India approaches the 
76th anniversary of  its Con-
stitution, experts highlight 
the resilience and relevance 
of  its quasi-federal govern-
ance. The Indian Constitu-
tion, while neither fully fed-
eral nor purely unitary, 
balances strong central au-
thority with commanding 
state units, enabling the 
world’s largest democracy to 
manage extraordinary diver-
sity under a single legal and 
political framework.

The Constituent Assembly 
deliberately designed India’s 
federal structure to maintain 
unity while allowing regional 
autonomy. Dr. B R Ambedkar 
emphasized that India’s fed-
eration is “indestructible” 
and not based on an agree-
ment between states, ensur-
ing that no state has the right 
to secede. He also noted the 
challenge of  balancing Cen-
tre-state powers, cautioning 
against making the Centre so 
strong that it could under-
mine the federal compact. 
Other leaders, including B G 
Kher, stressed that India’s fed-
eralism emerged from its 
unique struggle for independ-
ence rather than fear of  exter-
nal threats.

Article 1 of  the Constitu-
tion declares India a “Union 
of  States,” and the Constitu-
tion provides for a dual polity, 
bicameralism, and a division 
of  powers through the Union, 
State, and Concurrent Lists. 
Parliament holds the power to 
modify state boundaries un-
der Article 3 and legislate on 
State List subjects during 
emergencies. The Rajya Sab-

ha represents regional inter-
ests, acting as a check on ma-
joritarianism in the Lok 
Sabha.

Today, India’s quasi-federal 
framework faces challenges, 
particularly fiscal centralisa-
tion. The implementation of  
the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) has reduced states’ tax-
ation powers, causing reve-
nue shortfalls of  19–33%, fur-
ther compounded by delayed 
compensation payments. Ad-
ministrative and political cen-
tralisation, including the use 
of  emergency powers during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, has 
also tested the federal 
balance.

Despite these pressures, In-
dia’s quasi-federalism has 
proven resilient. It has ena-
bled coordinated national pro-
grams like Pulse Polio, facili-
tated inter-state dispute 
resolution under Articles 262 
and 263, and created a unified 

market through GST. Cooper-
ative institutions such as the 
GST Council, Niti Aayog, In-
ter-State Council, and Zonal 
Councils provide mecha-
nisms for dialogue and con-
sensus. The 73rd and 74th 
A m e n d m e n t s  f u r t h e r 
strengthened local govern-
ance by empowering Panchay-
ats and municipalities.

India’s federal system, root-
ed in the principle of  “self-
rule with shared-rule,” dem-
onstrates that unity and 
diversity can coexist. By ac-
commodating regional aspira-
tions while preserving nation-
al cohesion, the quasi-federal 
model continues to be a stra-
tegic asset, ensuring that In-
dia’s diversity strengthens 
rather than fragments the 
country.

Ravindra Garimella and 
Shristi Srivastava are experts 
in constitutional and parlia-
mentary affairs.
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PM Modi Alleges Congress Trying to 
Undermine RJD in Bihar Polls

TPN Bureau | New Delhi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday ac-
cused the Congress of  at-
tempting to destroy its 
Bihar ally, the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD), claim-
ing the party wants to 
capture the RJD’s vote 
bank in future elections. 
Speaking at rallies in Sa-

harsa and Katihar, Modi 
alleged that Congress had 
deployed leaders from 
outside Bihar, including a 
former Punjab Chief  Min-
ister, to campaign—lead-
ers he claimed had a his-
tory of  making anti-Bihar 
statements.

Modi also targeted the 
RJD, alleging that it had 

reduced the prominence 
of  Congress leaders’ pho-
tos on campaigning mate-
rial and predicted a com-
plete breakdown of  the 
alliance post-polls.

Addressing the issue of  
alleged infiltration in See-
manchal, a region with a 
dense Muslim population, 
Modi claimed that outsid-

ers were being provided 
benefits such as free 
foodgrains and health-
care at the expense of  lo-
cal residents. He accused 
both the Congress and 
RJD of  protecting these 
“infiltrators” for electoral 
gains.

The PM highlighted the 
development work of  the 

NDA government, citing 
the Kosi Mahasetu pro-
ject, which was stalled un-
der the UPA, but restarted 
under his leadership and 
dedicated in 2020, reduc-
ing travel distance across 
the river from 300 km to 30 
km. He also contrasted 
funding for Nalanda Uni-
versity, noting that while 
the UPA allocated ₹30 
crore, the NDA provided 
₹2,000 crore, resulting in a 
modern campus with stu-
dents from 21 countries.

Modi lauded Indian 
women for their achieve-
ments, referencing the 
Women’s World Cup win 
and noting women’s grow-
ing role in defense and 
other fields.

The rallies in Bihar 
were also addressed by UP 
CM Yogi Adityanath, 
Home Minister  Amit 
Shah, Maharashtra CM 
Devendra Fadnavis, and 
Union Minister Chirag 
Paswan, reinforcing the 
BJP’s campaign ahead of  
the upcoming Assembly 
elections.

Modi’s speeches com-
bined attacks on opposi-
tion alliances with a fo-
c u s  o n  d eve l o p m e n t 
achievements, aiming to 
consolidate support in 
k e y  S e e m a n c h a l 
constituencies.

“You Know What Happened To Me”: BJP Leader’s 
Warning For Shashi Tharoor

TPN Correspondent | Srinagar

Senior Congress leader 
S h a s h i  T h a ro o r  h a s 
sparked debate after his 
article in Project Syndi-
cate, titled “Indian Politics 
Are a Family Business”, 
critiquing dynastic poli-
tics in India. The piece ex-
amines the prevalence of  
family-led parties, includ-
ing Congress, Samajwadi 
Party, DMK, Trinamool 
Congress, and National 
Conference, and calls for a 
shift toward meritocracy.

Tharoor argued that dy-
nastic politics undermines 
Indian democracy, stating 
that “when political power 
is determined by lineage 
rather than ability, com-
mitment, or grassroots en-
gagement, the quality of  
governance suffers.” He 
advocated reforms like le-
gally mandated term lim-
its, internal party elec-
tions, and voter education 
to ensure leaders are cho-
sen based on merit.

The article drew an unu-
sual reaction from She-
hzad Poonawalla, former 
Congress leader turned 

BJP spokesperson, who 
praised Tharoor as a “very 
insightful” writer but 
warned of  potential back-
lash.  Poonawalla de-
scribed Tharoor as “Kha-
tron ke Khiladi”—one who 
plays with danger—citing 
the Congress “first family” 
as “very vengeful.” Poona-
walla referenced his own 
experience criticizing Ra-
hul Gandhi in 2017, when 
he faced political conse-
quences for calling out dy-
nastic leadership.

Tharoor, a four-time MP 
f r o m  T h i r u v a n a n -
thapuram, has long been 
considered a rebel within 
Congress, having contest-
ed the party president elec-
tion against Mallikarjun 
Kharge and called for in-
ternal reforms in 2022 
alongside a group of  23 
leaders. His positions after 
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack and Operation Sin-
door, including endorsing 
parts of  the government’s 
response, further strained 
his relations with Con-
gress leadership.

The recent article is ex-

pected to deepen existing 
rifts, as Tharoor continues 
to challenge dynastic poli-
tics from within a party 
historically dominated by 
family leadership. His call 
for merit-based politics 

comes amid ongoing de-
bates over the future direc-
tion of  Indian political 
parties and governance 
standards.

This episode highlights 
the delicate balance within 

party dynamics, where 
outspoken leaders may 
face both admiration and 
political risks for challeng-
i n g  e n t r e n c h e d 
hierarchies.

India, Israel Strengthen Anti-Terror, Trade 
Cooperation

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India and Israel on Tues-
day discussed ways to en-
hance anti-terror coopera-
tion and expand ties in 
trade, infrastructure, and 
regional connectivity dur-
ing high-level talks in New 
Delhi. The discussions 
took place between Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Gideon 
Sa’ar, highlighting both 
countries’ commitment to 
a global “zero tolerance” 
approach to terrorism.

The two sides also re-
viewed the India-Middle 
East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEC), focusing 
on how the initiative could 

strengthen regional trade 
and connectivity. Officials 
said the corridor is seen as 
a key project to link mar-
kets across India, the Mid-
dle East, and Europe, 
boosting investment and 
economic cooperation.

Amid the talks, India ex-
pressed hope that the U.S.-
brokered Gaza peace plan 

would lead to durable sta-
bility in the region, reflect-
ing New Delhi’s broader 
focus on promoting peace 
and security in West Asia.

T h e  m e e t i n g  a l s o 
touched upon plans for a 
possible visit to India by 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in 
the coming months, under-

lining the importance of  
diplomatic engagement in 
d e e p e n i n g  b i l a t e r a l 
relations.

Both ministers empha-
sized the need for joint ini-
tiatives in technology, in-
n o v a t i o n ,  a n d 
infrastructure develop-
ment, while reiterating the 
countries’ shared commit-
ment to fight terrorism 
and extremism globally.

This round of  discus-
sions reflects India and Is-
rael’s ongoing efforts to 
strengthen strategic ties, 
combining security col-
laboration with economic 
and trade partnerships. 
Enhanced cooperation un-
der frameworks like IMEC 
is expected to facilitate 
smoother trade flows and 
investment opportunities 
between Asia, the Middle 
East, and Europe.

The talks signal a con-
tinued trajectory of  close 
engagement, as both na-
tions look to balance secu-
rity priorities with eco-
nomic g rowth,  while 
maintaining dialogue on 
regional peace and stabil-
ity initiatives.

Rahul Gandhi Slams Modi for 
Distracting Youth with Social 

Media

TPN Correspondent | Patna 

Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Tuesday 
accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of  keep-
ing the youth occupied 
with social media, in-
cluding reels on Insta-
gram and Facebook, to 
distract  them from 
pressing issues such as 
education, health, and 
employment.

Addressing consecu-
tive rallies in Aurang-
abad district, Gandhi 
alleged that Modi was 
promoting “addiction” 
to social media as a de-
liberate strategy to pre-
vent young people from 
questioning the govern-
ment’s policies. “This is 
the new high (‘nasha’) 
of  the 21st century. He 
wants such a scenario 
because it ensures that 
the youth remain dis-
tracted and do not hold 
his  gover nment ac-

countable,”  Gandhi 
said.

The former Congress 
president also accused 
Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah of  engag-
ing in “vote chori” (vote 
theft) in Bihar, claim-
ing the NDA knows it 
cannot win the upcom-
ing assembly elections. 
Gandhi urged voters to 
support the INDIA bloc, 
promising that, if  elect-
ed, it would focus on the 
welfare of  the extreme-
ly backward, socially 
marginalized, and Dalit 
communities.

Gandhi outlined his 
vision for Bihar, includ-
ing transforming the 
state into a manufactur-
ing hub with products 
proudly labelled “Made 
in Bihar” and establish-
ing a state-of-the-art 
university at Nalanda 
to revive the region’s 
historical prominence 

in education.
He also criticized 

Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar, accusing him of  
turning Bihar’s youth 
into labourers while de-
stroying employment 
opportunities. Gandhi 
further alleged that Ku-
mar operated under the 
directions of  officials 
in New Delhi and point-
ed to frequent question 
paper leaks, which he 
said primarily benefit 
financially privileged 
students.

The Congress lead-
er’s remarks highlight 
his push to frame the 
upcoming Bihar As-
sembly elections as a 
choice between youth 
empowerment and gov-
ernance neglect, urging 
citizens to vote for de-
velopment, education, 
and employment re-
forms over social media 
distractions.

Tejashwi Yadav Promises Rs 
30,000 for Women Ahead of 

Bihar Polls

TPN Correspondent | New 
Delhi

Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) leader Tejashwi 
Yadav on Tuesday an-
nounced that his party 
will provide Rs 30,000 an-
nually to women in Bi-
har in a single transfer 
if  voted to power, under 
the proposed ‘Mai Bahin 
Maan Yojana’ .  T he 
scheme is scheduled to 
be implemented on Ma-
kar Sankranti (January 
14, 2026).

The announcement 
comes just days ahead of  
the first phase of  Bihar 
Assembly polls on No-
vember 6 and aims to 
counter the ruling NDA’s 
‘Mukhyamantri Mahila 
Rojgar Yojana’, under 
which Rs 10,000 has al-
ready been transferred 
to over 1 crore women to 
support entrepreneur-
s h i p  a n d  s m a l l 

businesses.
Speaking at a press 

conference in Patna, Ya-
dav said, “All the moth-
ers and sisters in Bihar 
are excited about the 
Mai Bahin Maan Yojana. 
People say that this 
scheme will provide 
them with economic jus-
tice.” The RJD’s mani-
festo earlier pledged Rs 
2,500 per month for wom-
en starting December 1, 
along with Rs 30,000 an-
nually for the next five 
years. Responding to 
public demand, Yadav 
said the entire annual 
amount will be trans-
ferred in one go on Janu-
ary 14.

In addition to women-
focused financial sup-
port, Yadav promised in-
centives for farmers, 
including Rs 300 per 
quintal of  paddy and Rs 
400 for wheat as a bonus 

over the Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP). He 
also highlighted admin-
istrative reforms, prom-
ising the posting of  
teachers, police, health-
care workers, and other 
employees within a 
70-kilometre radius of  
their home districts.

Yadav reiterated his 
commitment to reintro-
ducing the Old Pension 
Scheme (OPS), which 
has been a key demand 
among government em-
ployees in the state.

Bihar will vote in two 
phases—November 6 
and 11—with counting 
scheduled for November 
14. Yadav’s announce-
ment is seen as a strate-
gic move to consolidate 
support among women 
voters and counter the 
NDA’s poll outreach in 
t h e  r u n - u p  t o  t h e 
elections.
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“New York Will Be Economic, Social Disaster 
If Mamdani Becomes Mayor”: Trump 

TPN Bureau | Washington

US President Donald 
Trump has endorsed for-
mer New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo in his in-
dependent bid for New 
York City mayor, warning 
voters against electing 
Democratic  social is t 
Zohran Mamdani. In a 
post on Truth Social, 
Trump described Mam-
dani, 34, as a “commu-
nist” and claimed a Mam-
dani victory would lead to 
a “complete and total eco-
nomic and social disas-
ter” for the city.

Trump, who often re-
fers to New York as his 
first home, threatened 
that federal funds for the 
city could be restricted to 
the bare minimum if  
Mamdani were elected. 
“If  Communist Candidate 
Zohran Mamdani wins 
the Election for Mayor of  
New York City, it is highly 
unlikely that I will be con-
tributing Federal Funds, 
other than the very mini-
mum as required… this 
once great City has ZERO 
chance of  success, or 

even survival,” he wrote.
Highlighting Cuomo’s 

track record, Trump ar-
gued that a vote for the 

former governor would 
be a safer choice. “I would 
much rather see a Demo-
crat, who has had a Re-

cord of  Success, WIN, 
than a Communist with 
no experience and a Re-
cord of  COMPLETE AND 

T O TA L  FA I L U R E , ” 
Trump said, referencing 
Mamdani’s tenure as an 
Assemblyman and ques-

tioning his ability to lead 
the city.

Trump also criticized 
GOP nominee Curtis Sli-
wa, claiming that voting 
for him could inadvert-
ently support Mamdani. 
He even took a jab at Sli-
wa’s signature red beret, 
suggesting he would look 
better without it.

T h e  e n d o r s e m e n t 
comes as New York City 
prepares for its mayoral 
election on November 4, 
in a race that has drawn 
national attention due to 
the mix of  independent, 
Democratic, and Republi-
can candidates. Trump’s 
intervention underscores 
the high stakes and polar-
ized atmosphere sur-
rounding the vote, as he 
seeks to influence the out-
come in favor of  Cuomo 
over both Mamdani and 
Sliwa.

The election is expected 
to be closely watched, 
with voters evaluating ex-
perience, political ideol-
ogy, and leadership abili-
ty as they head to the 
polls. 

“We Weren’t The First Nor...”: Pak Responds To 
Trump’s Claim On Testing Nukes 

TPN Correspondent | Florida

A senior Pakistani offi-
cial has reiterated that Is-
lamabad will not be the 
first to resume nuclear 
tests, following remarks by 
US President Donald 
Trump suggesting that Pa-
kistan might be secretly 
testing its nuclear weap-
ons. Speaking to CBS 
News, the official empha-
sized, “Pakistan was not 
the first to carry out nu-
clear tests and will not be 
the first to resume nuclear 
tests.”

Trump, in a recent inter-
view on CBS’s 60 Minutes, 
claimed that countries in-
cluding Russia, China, 
North Korea, and Pakistan 
have allegedly conducted 
underground nuclear tests 
without public disclosure. 
He added that the United 
States might need to con-
duct its own tests to avoid 
being the only country not 
testing. “They don’t go and 
tell you about it… They 
test way underground, 
where people don’t know 
exactly what’s happening 

with the test. You feel a lit-
tle bit of  a vibration,” 
Trump said.

While Trump’s allega-
tions stirred global atten-
tion, historical records 

show that no nation other 
than North Korea has con-
ducted nuclear detona-
tions in recent decades. 
Russia and China last test-
ed in 1990 and 1996, respec-

tively. The United States, a 
signatory of  the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) since 1996, con-
ducted its final nuclear 
test in 1992.

Pakistan’s nuclear his-
tory indicates its last 
known nuclear explosive 
tests occurred in 1998, af-
ter which Islamabad de-
clared a unilateral morato-

rium on nuclear testing, 
though it has not signed 
the CTBT. Pakistani au-
thorities have consistently 
emphasized their commit-
ment to maintaining re-
gional stability and re-
fraining from initiating 
nuclear detonations.

Experts suggest that 
Trump’s comments may 
reflect geopolitical con-
cerns about nuclear deter-
rence rather than con-
f i r m e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  
clandestine testing. Ana-
lysts note that Pakistan 
continues to rely on its ex-
isting arsenal while engag-
ing in diplomatic efforts to 
reassure the international 
community about its nu-
clear policy.

The exchange under-
scores ongoing tensions 
over nuclear capabilities 
in South Asia and high-
lights the sensitivity sur-
rounding statements by 
global leaders regarding 
weapons testing. Pakistan 
remains firm on its stance 
of  not being the first to re-
sume nuclear tests.

India Sends 40 Tonnes of Relief Material to Jamaica, 
Cuba

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |  
Balochistan

India on Tuesday dis-
patched 40 tonnes of  hu-
manitarian aid to Jamaica 
and Cuba in the aftermath 
of  Hurricane Melissa, re-
affirming New Delhi’s 
commitment to support its 
Global South partners 
during natural disasters.

An Indian Air Force 
(IAF) aircraft carrying 20 
tonnes of  relief  supplies 
for each country took off  
from New Delhi this morn-
ing. The shipment in-
cludes Aarogya Maitri 
BHISHM Cube field hospi-
tals, food and daily utility 
items, medicines, medical 
equipment, power genera-
tors, shelter material, hy-
giene kits, and rehabilita-
tion support items, aimed 
at assisting affected com-
munities in recovery and 
rebuilding efforts.

External Affairs Minis-
ter Dr. S. Jaishankar high-
lighted India’s dedication 
to timely disaster relief, 
stating, “India stands 
with our Global South 
partners in the face of  
such natural disasters and 
will assist our friends in 
recovery and reconstruc-
tion.” He added that the 
initiative reflects India’s 

broader humanitarian 
outreach guided by the 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
ethos, focusing on rapid 
assistance to nations im-
pacted by climate-induced 
calamities.

Hurricane Melissa, a 
powerful tropical storm, 

recently swept across 
parts of  the Caribbean, 
causing widespread de-
struction to infrastructure 
and disrupting essential 
services. The storm has 
claimed around 50 lives so 
far and left communities 
in urgent need of  aid.

Officials emphasized 
that India’s support in-
cludes both immediate re-
lief  and resources for me-
dium-term rehabilitation, 
such as medical care, shel-
ters, and basic utilities. 
T h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  
BHISHM Cube field hospi-

tals will provide essential 
healthcare services in af-
fected regions, while food, 
hygiene kits, and shelter 
material will assist fami-
lies displaced by the 
storm.

This humanitarian ges-
ture underscores India’s 

active role in internation-
al disaster relief  and soli-
darity with countries fac-
ing climate-related crises, 
strengthening ties with 
Caribbean nations while 
offering timely support to 
save lives and rebuild 
communities.

Global Peace Prayer 
Festival 2025 Kicks 

Off in Thimphu

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |  
Kathmandu

At least nine climb-
ers, including two Ne-
pali guides, have lost 
their lives in two sepa-
rate avalanche inci-
dents in Nepal, officials 
confirmed on Tuesday. 
The tragedies occurred 
in the Himalayan re-
gions of  Mt. Yalung Ri 
and Mt. Panbari, high-
lighting the persistent 
dangers faced by moun-
taineers in Nepal’s 
high-altitude peaks.

The first incident 
struck near Mt. Yalung 
Ri (6,920m) under Gau-
rishanker Rural Mu-
nicipality on Monday 
morning. Seven climb-
ers were buried in the 
avalanche while at-
tempting to scale the 
peak, according to Dep-
uty Superintendent of  
Police Gyan Kumar Ma-
hato. A joint rescue 
mission was mobilized 
to retrieve the victims’ 
bodies.

The deceased climb-
ers included two Nepali 
guides, two Italians—
Paolo Cocco and Marco 
Di Marcello—a Cana-
dian, a French, and a 
German national. Ad-
ditionally, five climb-
ers, including three Ne-
palis and two French 
nationals, sustained 
injuries and were air-
lifted to hospitals in 
Kathmandu. Four more 
climbers with minor 
injuries were also res-
cued from the site.

In a separate tragedy 
in the Manaslu region, 
two Italian climbers, 
Stefano Farronato and 
Alessandro Caputo, 
who had been missing 

since heavy snowfall on 
October 28, were found 
dead inside their tent at 
Camp I of  Mt. Panbari 
(6,887m). Their bodies 
were recovered from an 
altitude of  5,242 meters 
on Tuesday. Another 
Italian climber, Velter 
Paralion, who had been 
stranded with them, 
was rescued earlier on 
Sunday.

The Nepal Tourism 
Board expressed deep 
sorrow over the inci-
dents, issuing condo-
lences to the families of  
the victims. “We are 
deeply saddened by the 
tragic loss of  lives in 
the avalanche. Our 
heartfelt condolences 
go out to the families 
and friends of  the sev-
en victims in Yalung Ri 
mountain,” the board 
stated.

These incidents un-
derscore the extreme 
risks faced by moun-
taineers in Nepal’s 
high-altitude ranges, 
especially during the 
p re - w i n t e r  s e a s o n 
when heavy snowfall 
and avalanches are 
common. Rescue teams 
continue their opera-
tions to ensure the safe-
ty of  survivors and re-
cover the deceased.

Nine Climbers Killed In 
Seperate Avalanches In 

Nepal

TPN Correspondent |  Bue-
nos Aires

The Global Peace 
Prayer Festival 2025 
commenced on Tues-
day at the Changlimith-
ang Stadium in Thim-
phu,  with  Bhutan 
Prime Minister Tsher-
ing Tobgay attending 
the opening ceremony. 
The 13-day spiritual 
gathering, running 
from November 4 to 17, 
aims to unite Buddhist 
leaders, practitioners, 
and peace advocates 
from around the world 
to promote harmony, 
compassion, and global 
peace.

Organized by the 
Royal Government of  
Bhutan, the festival 
brings together repre-
sentatives from Thera-
vada, Mahayana, and 
Vajrayana traditions, 
reflecting the nation’s 
effort to harness the 
transformative power 
of  mindfulness and lov-
ing-kindness. The open-
ing day featured the sa-
cred Jabzhi Dhoechog 
ritual, conducted by the 
Central Monastic Body 
at Kuenselphodrang, 
which combines peace-
ful offerings with pro-
tective elements to 
cleanse negative karma 
from body, speech, and 
mind.

At Changlimithang 
Ground, participants 
engaged in a non-sec-
tarian Global Peace 
Prayer, with prayers of-
fered in English, Tibet-
an, and Dzongkha, ac-
c o m p a n i e d  b y 
simultaneous transla-

tions. Eminent lamas 
provided public bless-
ings, followed by the 
mass recitation of  the 
Bazaguru mantra, sym-
bolizing collective 
mindfulness and devo-
t i o n  f o r  g l o b a l 
harmony.

The festival’s high-
l i g h t  w i l l  b e  t h e 
Kalachakra Initiation 
and Empowerment, led 
by His Holiness the Je 
Khenpo, offering teach-
ings on the connection 
between individuals, 
the universe, and the 
innate Buddha nature 
in all beings.

Additionally, the fes-
tival will host the Bhik-
khuni Ordination (Ge-
longma Ordination), 
where over 250 Bud-
dhist nuns will be or-
dained by His Holiness 
at the Bhutan Nuns 
Foundation, emphasiz-
ing Bhutan’s commit-
ment to gender inclu-
s i o n  i n  m o n a s t i c 
traditions.

Complementing the 
spiritual programs, the 
festival will feature ex-
hibitions of  Kalachakra 
art,  artefacts,  and 
scholarly seminars, 
showcasing Bhutan’s 
dedication to preserv-
ing and sharing its rich 
Buddhist heritage.

The Global Peace 
Prayer Festival 2025 
stands as a historic oc-
casion, promoting uni-
ty, devotion, and collec-
tive healing, sending a 
powerful message of  
hope, compassion, and 
peace in today’s divided 
world.



09 www.truepointnews.com

ECONOMY
HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER, 05.11.2025

India’s 92% AI adoption rate the highest in Asia 
Pacific: BCG report

India has emerged as the front-
runner in workplace artificial 
intelligence (AI) adoption in the 
Asia Pacific region, with 92% of  
employees using AI in their dai-
ly work, according to a report by 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG).

Across the Asia Pacific, 78% 
of  workers regularly use AI, sur-
passing the global average of  
72%. The report, published by 
BCG X, the firm’s technology 
build and design arm, highlights 
the region’s leadership in inte-
grating AI across workplaces, 
from of f ices  to  frontline 
operations.

“India’s AI adoption rate, the 
highest in Asia Pacific, signals 
not just enthusiasm but readi-
ness for the next phase of  trans-
formation,” said Nipun Kalra, 
India Leader, BCG X. He noted 
that 58% of  frontline Indian em-
ployees receive clear guidance 
on AI use, nearly double the re-
gional average, fostering re-
s p o n s i b l e  a n d  s c a l a b l e 
innovation.

The study shows AI adoption 
is no longer confined to manage-
rial roles. Across Asia Pacific, 
70% of  frontline employees now 
use AI weekly or more, com-
pared to 51% globally, demon-
strating how workers at all levels 
a r e  d r i v i n g  d i g i t a l 
transformation.

Despite optimism, concerns 

remain. 52% of  employees worry 
AI may replace their roles, while 
only a third fully understand 
how AI tools work. Additionally, 
58% admitted they would use AI 
without company approval, un-
derscoring the need for better 
governance and oversight.

BCG emphasized that sus-
tained AI progress will require 
effective leadership, upskilling, 
and organizational design. “Or-
ganizations must move from ex-
perimentation to reimagining 
operating models, building gov-
ernance, skills, and structures 

that turn AI’s promise into 
measurable enterprise and eco-
nomic value,” Kalra added.

The findings highlight India’s 
readiness for large-scale AI 
adoption and the critical need 
for structured frameworks to en-
sure that the technology benefits 

both businesses and employees 
while mitigating risks.

This report positions India not 
only as a regional leader in AI 
adoption but also as a model for 
responsible and strategic AI in-
tegration across emerging 
economies.

Markets Slip on Foreign Fund Outflows, Weak Asian 
Cues

Equity markets opened lower 
on Tuesday, weighed down by 
foreign fund outflows and weak 
cues from Asian peers. The BSE 
Sensex slipped 55 points to 
83,923.48, while the NSE Nifty 
50  dipped 40.95  points  to 
25,722.40 in early trade.

Among the Sensex stocks, 
Power Grid, Eternal, HCL Tech, 
Maruti, Tata Motors, and Info-
sys were the major laggards, 
while Bharti Airtel, Titan, Reli-
ance Industries, and Mahindra 
& Mahindra gained ground.

According to exchange data, 

Foreign Institutional Investors 
(FIIs) sold equities worth Rs 
1,883.78 crore on Monday, con-
tinuing a trend of  persistent 
outflows. In contrast, Domestic 
Institutional Investors (DIIs) 
bought shares worth Rs 3,516.36 
crore, providing partial sup-

port to the market.
“FIIs’ renewed selling is 

constraining the rally in the 
market. In the last four days, 
FIIs have offloaded equities 
worth Rs 14,269 crore. Higher 
valuations in India and muted 
earnings growth are restrain-

ing foreign investors, who are 
now focusing on cheaper mar-
kets with better earnings po-
tential,” said V K Vijayaku-
m a r,  C h i e f  I n v e s t m e n t 
Strategist, Geojit Investments 
Limited.

In Asian markets, most indi-
ces traded lower, with South 
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei 
225, and Shanghai’s SSE Com-
posite under pressure. Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng was an ex-
ception, trading in positive 
territory.

US markets ended mostly 
higher on Monday, providing 
mixed global cues. The Brent 
crude benchmark slipped 0.20% 
to USD 64.76 a barrel, adding to 
the cautious sentiment.

In the previous session, the 
Sensex had inched up 39.78 
points to 83,978.49, while the 
Nifty gained 41.25 points to set-
tle at 25,763.35. Analysts sug-
gest that market direction will 
continue to be influenced by 
FIIs’ selling patterns, domestic 
earnings growth, and global 
economic cues.

The early weakness high-
lights investor caution amid 
valuation concerns and global 
volatility, even as domestic in-
stitutional support offers some 
cushion to the markets.

Rupee Rises 11 Paise 
to 88.66 Against 

Dollar

The Indian rupee re-
bounded on Tuesday, 
settling 11 paise higher 
at 88.66 against the U.S. 
dollar amid a mix of  do-
mestic  and global 
factors.

Forex traders noted 
that while the rupee 
showed signs of  recov-
ery, gains remained lim-
ited due to a firm dollar, 
continued foreign fund 
outflows, and subdued 
domestic equity mar-
kets. These factors tem-
pered a sharper appre-
ciation in the currency.

Early trade saw the 
rupee hovering around 
88.70 before gradually 
strengthening as sell-
ing pressure eased. An-
alysts attributed the re-
covery to improved 
market sentiment and 
lower demand for dol-
lars in the spot market.

“While the rupee’s re-
bound is encouraging, 
persistent foreign capi-
tal  outflows and a 
strong greenback glob-
ally are preventing 
more significant gains,” 
said a senior forex deal-
er at a leading Mumbai-
based bank.

The U.S. dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s perfor-
mance against a basket 
of  major currencies, re-
mained supported by 
expectations of  stable 
interest rates in the 
United States. This lim-
ited the rupee’s upward 
m ove m e n t  d e s p i t e 
some domestic buying 

interest.
In the domestic equi-

ty markets, the Sensex 
and Nifty opened lower 
amid cautious investor 
sentiment, further re-
stricting foreign in-
flows and keeping pres-
sure on the currency.

Analysts suggest that 
in the near term, the 
rupee is likely to trade 
in a narrow range, in-
fluenced by global dol-
lar trends, foreign insti-
tutional investor (FII) 
activity, and domestic 
macroeconomic indica-
tors such as trade bal-
ance and inflation data.

The rupee had faced 
pressure in the previ-
ous sessions due to 
large outflows by for-
eign investors, with eq-
uities witnessing net 
selling. However, im-
proved domestic de-
mand for the currency 
and easing market con-
cerns provided sup-
port, allowing the ru-
pee to recover part of  
its losses.

With global markets 
expected to remain vol-
atile, forex traders are 
closely watching U.S. 
economic data, crude 
oil prices, and domes-
tic fund flows to gauge 
the currency’s trajec-
tory in the coming 
weeks.

The rupee’s rebound, 
though modest, reflects 
resilience amid global 
uncertainties and ongo-
ing volatility in capital 
markets.

Microsoft Signs $9.7B Deal With IREN for 
Nvidia Chips

Microsoft has entered into a 
$9.7 billion contract with data-
center operator IREN, securing 
access to Nvidia’s advanced 
chips to address the growing de-
mand for artificial intelligence 
(AI) computing power. The deal 
aims to help Microsoft overcome 
bottlenecks that have limited its 
ability to fully capitalize on the 
AI boom.

According to IREN’s filing, a 
portion of  the funds from Micro-
soft’s prepayment will be used to 
finance part of  its $5.8 billion 
deal with Dell, which supplies 
Nvidia’s GB300 chips and other 
equipment essential for Micro-
soft’s AI infrastructure.

The announcement had an 
immediate impact on the stock 
market. IREN shares surged 
more than 20% in premarket 
trading on Monday, reflecting 
investor optimism about the 
strategic partnership. Dell’s 
shares also rose 5%, given its 
role in providing the AI-server 
hardware that Microsoft will 
deploy.

Analysts say the deal under-
scores Microsoft’s commitment 
to expanding its AI capabilities 
at a time when demand for high-

performance computing is sky-
rocketing. By securing priority 
access to Nvidia chips through 
IREN, Microsoft can accelerate 
the rollout of  its AI products 
and services while managing 
supply chain challenges.

“Access to cutting-edge Nvidia 
chips is critical for Microsoft to 

maintain competitiveness in the 
AI sector,” said an industry ana-
lyst.  “This deal  not only 
strengthens its data-center ca-
pacity but also helps hedge 
against global semiconductor 
supply constraints.”

The partnership also illus-
trates the growing trend of  tech 

giants collaborating with data-
center operators to secure hard-
ware essential for AI workloads, 
signaling the strategic impor-
tance of  supply chain manage-
ment in the AI race.

Microsoft and IREN did not 
provide exact timelines for de-
ployment, but the scale of  the 

contract indicates a significant 
expansion of  Microsoft’s AI in-
frastructure in the coming 
months. The move is expected to 
reinforce Microsoft’s position in 
the AI market while giving IREN 
and Dell a substantial boost in 
revenue from chip-related 
contracts.

SBI Q2 Net Profit 
Jumps 10% to 
₹20,160 Crore

State Bank of  India 
(SBI) reported a 10% 
year-on-year rise in net 
profit for the second 
quarter ended Septem-
ber 30, 2025, at ₹20,160 
crore, driven by im-
proved asset quality 
and gains from strate-
gic investments.

A key contributor to 
the robust performance 
was the sale of  a 13.18% 
stake in Yes Bank, 
which generated a prof-
it of  ₹4,593 crore. This 
exceptional gain signif-
icantly boosted the 
bank’s overall net earn-
ings for the quarter.

The bank’s perfor-
mance also reflects 
strengthened asset 
quality across its lend-
ing portfolio, which 
helped offset pressures 
from other operational 
costs. Analysts note 
that SBI’s proactive ap-
proach in managing 
non-performing assets 
and strategic stake 
sales is reinforcing its 
financial position.

“This quarter’s re-
sults highlight SBI’s 
ability to generate ex-
c e p t i o n a l  r e t u r n s 
through smart invest-
ment decisions while 
maintaining healthy 

lending practices,” 
s a i d  a n  i n d u s t r y 
expert.

SBI, India’s largest 
public sector lender, 
continues to leverage 
its wide branch net-
work and digital bank-
ing footprint to drive 
growth, while balanc-
ing risk management 
and capital allocation. 
The gains from the Yes 
Bank stake sale under-
score the bank’s focus 
on unlocking value 
f r o m  s t r a t e g i c 
investments.

With robust capital 
buffers and improved 
asset quality, SBI is 
we l l - p o s i t i o n e d  t o 
m a i n t a i n  s t e a d y 
growth in the coming 
quarters, even as the 
broader banking sector 
faces challenges from 
fluctuating interest 
rates and evolving 
credit demand.

The bank’s strong 
quarterly performance 
also strengthens inves-
tor confidence, reflect-
ing its continued domi-
n a n c e  i n  I n d i a ’ s 
banking landscape and 
its capacity to capital-
ize on both operational 
a n d  s t r a t e g i c 
opportunities.
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WhatsApp May Soon Let Users Call Others 
via Username

WhatsApp is reported-
ly developing a new fea-
ture that will allow users 
to call or message others 
using usernames, elimi-
nating the need to ex-
change phone numbers. 
This functionality, spot-
ted in recent beta releas-
es for iOS and Android 
by feature tracker WABe-
taInfo, could significant-
ly simplify connecting 
with new contacts while 
maintaining privacy.

The feature will let us-
ers search for a person’s 
username in the Calls 
tab. If  a match is found, 
users can tap on voice 
call or video call buttons 
to initiate a conversa-
tion. Depending on pri-
vacy settings, the caller 
may also see the person’s 
profile photo before con-
necting. While the fea-
ture is still in develop-
ment, it promises to offer 
a more streamlined way 
of  communication, simi-
lar to Signal’s existing 
username-based calls.

To prevent misuse by 
spammers or scammers, 
WhatsApp plans to in-
troduce a “user name 

key” system. Unknown 
u s e r s  at t e m p t i n g  t o 
place a call would need 
to  enter  the  cor rect 
user name key to con-
nect. This feature is ex-
pected to be optional but 
could play a crucial role 
in enhancing security 
while enabling easier 

communication.
Apart from username-

based calls, WhatsApp 
is actively testing sev-
e r a l  o t h e r  f e at u re s. 
T hese  include  cover 
photos for chats, in-chat 
storage management, 
media and sticker fil-
ters, message limits for 

new chats, and a chan-
nel quiz feature. Users 
may also soon be able to 
reply and react to mes-
sages from Apple Watch 
and secure chat backups 
w i t h  p a s s k e y 
encryption.

No official timeline 
has been shared regard-

ing the rollout of  these 
features. They are ex-
pected to first appear on 
the beta channel, where 
WhatsApp will test them 
before  making  them 
available to all users. 
Once released, these up-
dates could mark a sig-
nificant shift  in how 

WhatsApp handles pri-
vacy, contact discovery, 
and user interaction.

This development in-
d i c a t e s  W h a t s A p p ’s 
growing focus on en-
hancing usability while 
balancing security and 
privacy for its over 2 bil-
lion global users.

Ignyte Launches Ultra-Light Airlite Helmets in 
India

Ignyte, the premium brand of  
Steelbird Hi-Tech India Ltd, has 
launched its Airlite Series hel-
mets in India, setting a new 
benchmark in ultra-lightweight, 
high-safety motorcycle helmets. 
The series introduces flagship 
models AI-10 and AI-14, certified 
under ECE 22.06 (Europe) and 
DOT (USA) standards, ensuring 
global-level safety for riders.

Weighing just 900 grams 
(ECE) and 800 grams (DOT), the 
Airlite helmets are designed to 
provide a zero-fatigue riding ex-
perience without compromising 
impact protection. They are 
crafted using Ignyte’s proprie-
tary balloon moulding technol-
ogy, featuring a multi-impact 
Expanded Polypropylene (EPP) 
liner, which efficiently absorbs 
energy and rebounds after im-
pact for lasting protection, sur-
passing traditional EPS liners.

The helmets sport an ultra-
light fiberglass composite shell 
with controlled resin distribu-
tion for uniform thickness and 
superior strength. Riders can 
choose between Double D-Ring 
and Micrometric Buckle reten-
tion systems, combining profes-
sional-grade safety with every-

day convenience. The premium 
interiors use imported, anti-al-
lergenic fabric that is replacea-
ble and washable, ensuring 
long-term comfort and hygiene. 
The optical-grade polycarbon-
ate visor provides distortion-
free clarity, scratch resistance, 
and UV protection.

The Airlite Series also offers 
dual-shell sizing for precise fit 
and balanced aesthetics, cater-
ing to riders of  all head sizes. 
Each model is certified under 
ISI, ECE 22.06, and DOT stand-
ards, reflecting Ignyte’s commit-
ment to meeting the most de-
m a n d i n g  g l o b a l  s a f e t y 
requirements.

Pricing for the Airlite Series 
starts at Rs 6,659 for the AI-10E 
(ISI + ECE 22.06), with the AI-
14E (ISI + ECE 22.06) priced at 
Rs 6,999. The DOT variants—AI-
10 and AI-14—are priced at Rs 
6,649 and Rs 6,859, respectively.

The helmets will be available 
at authorized Steelbird and Ig-
nyte dealerships and leading on-
line platforms across India, of-
fering riders an ideal blend of  
lightweight comfort, advanced 
safety, and modern design for 
every journey.

iOS 26.1 Lets Users Tone Down Liquid Glass 
Effect

Apple’s iOS 26.1 update brings 
a new option to adjust the con-
troversial Liquid Glass effect, 
which debuted in iOS 26 last 
September. The feature, praised 
for its sleek glossy appearance 
but criticized for reducing read-
ability, can now be toggled be-
tween Clear and Tinted modes, 
giving users more control over 
their display experience.

The Liquid Glass effect adds a 
high-translucency, glass-like 
finish across iPhone interfaces. 
While visually striking, many 
users found it distracting and 
inconsistent across different 
wallpapers. iOS 26.1 addresses 
these concerns by allowing us-
ers to reduce transparency and 
gloss with the Tinted option, 
making menus and app back-
grounds easier to read.

To adjust the Liquid Glass ef-
fect, users should first ensure 
their device is updated to iOS 
26.1. Then, navigate to Settings 
> Display & Brightness > Liquid 
Glass. Selecting Clear preserves 
the original glossy look, while 
Tinted tones down the effect, 
giving the interface a more 
opaque and neutral appearance. 
This makes text and icons clear-
er, improving usability without 
losing the modern aesthetic.

The update is available for iP-
hone 11 and newer models, in-
cluding the second-generation 

iPhone SE. While the change 
may seem minor, it reflects Ap-
ple’s willingness to respond to 
user feedback, a shift from the 
company’s typically cautious 
approach to design changes.

iOS 26.1 also includes several 
security fixes and other en-
hancements, but the Liquid 
Glass toggle has emerged as the 
most talked-about feature. For 
users who struggled with the 

overly reflective interface, the 
update offers a simple solution 
to restore readability while 
maintaining the stylistic appeal 
of  Apple’s bold visual choices.

With the Tinted setting, Apple 

balances visual innovation and 
practical usability, allowing us-
ers to enjoy a modern interface 
without compromising on clari-
ty—a move likely to win over 
critics of  the original design. 

French Students React to 
Spicy Andhra Chicken 

Curry

A viral video captur-
ing the reactions of  a 
group of  French stu-
dents tasting Andhra 
chicken curry for the 
first time has won 
hearts on social media. 
The clip, shared on Ins-
tagram by @amar-
p r a s h a n t h _ 0 7 _ y t , 
shows the students at-
tempting the fiery 
South Indian delicacy 
with rice, revealing 
both their struggle 
with the spice and their 
enjoyment of  the dish.

In the video, the 
French students are 
seen eating the curry 
in the traditional Indi-
an way, mixing it with 
rice using their hands. 
The expressions on 
their faces range from 
shock at the heat to 
sheer delight. While 
some struggle with the 
intensity of  the spices, 
one student is seen lick-
ing his plate clean, 
clearly impressed by 
the flavor despite the 
fiery kick.

The video has struck 
a chord with viewers 
online, celebrating not 
only the boldness of  
the students but also 
the richness of  Indian 
cuisine. It reflects how 
food can bridge cultur-
al gaps, bringing peo-
ple together through 
shared experiences. 

The reel has garnered 
thousands of  likes and 
comments, with many 
praising the students’ 
adventurous spirit and 
the  populari ty  o f  
A n d h r a  c u i s i n e 
abroad.

Social media users 
have been quick to 
comment on the spice 
tolerance challenge, 
with many tagging 
friends who might en-
joy or struggle with 
such a spicy dish. The 
video also highlights 
the global appeal of  re-
gional Indian cuisines, 
showing that authentic 
flavors can excite food 
lovers, even those unac-
customed to intense 
spices.

With short-form con-
tent like this going vi-
ral, many are now curi-
o u s  t o  s e e  m o r e 
international reactions 
to Indian dishes, from 
street foods to home-
style recipes. The clip 
serves as a light-heart-
ed reminder that food 
is a universal language, 
capable of  creating mo-
ments of  joy, surprise, 
and connection across 
cultures.

And for the French 
students, this fiery 
Andhra chicken expe-
rience was one to re-
member—and share 
with the world.

McDonald’s CEO 
Picks Snack Wrap as 
Favourite Menu Item

McDonald’s  CEO 
Chris Kempczinski re-
cently revealed his fa-
vourite menu item in a 
playful “McDonald’s 
Menu Item Tourna-
ment,” surprising fans 
by choosing a non-
burger item as his top 
pick. The tournament, 
shared on LinkedIn, 
featured popular menu 
staples including Big 
Mac, Egg McMuffin, 
World Famous Fries, 
McCrispy Chicken 
Sandwich, Filet-O-Fish, 
Chicken McNuggets, 
Vanilla Cone, Apple 
Pie, Quarter Pounder 
with Cheese (QPC), and 
Snack Wrap.

In the bracket-style 
challenge, Kempczins-
ki initially favoured 
the Egg McMuffin over 
the Big Mac, showing 
his fondness for Mc-
Donald’s breakfast of-
ferings. The fries, often 
celebrated as a fan fa-
vourite, perfor med 
strongly, defeating the 
Egg McMuffin, Mc-
Crispy, and Filet-O-
Fish, but eventually 
lost to Chicken McNug-
gets. The McNuggets 
t h e n  p r o g r e s s e d 
through the rounds, 
surpassing McCrispy 
Strips but falling short 
against the Vanilla 
Cone.

The tournament’s 
semi-finals saw the 
Quarter Pounder with 
Cheese edge out the Va-
nilla Cone, leading to a 

final showdown be-
tween the QPC and the 
Snack Wrap. In a sur-
prising turn, Kempcz-
inski crowned the 
Snack Wrap—compris-
ing McCrispy Strips, 
s h r e d d e d  l e t t u c e, 
cheese, and a soft tor-
tilla—as his ultimate 
favourite.

The choice carries 
special significance, as 
the Snack Wrap made a 
return to McDonald’s 
US menus in July 2025 
after nearly ten years 
off  shelves. Fans and 
social media users re-
sponded positively to 
the CEO’s pick, appre-
ciating the spotlight on 
a beloved, once-retired 
menu item.

The video offered a 
rare, personal glimpse 
into the preferences of  
McDonald’s top execu-
tive, showing that even 
the leader of  a global 
fast-food empire has 
his own quirky favour-
ites. The Snack Wrap’s 
victory underscores its 
enduring popularity 
and reminds fans of  
the simple pleasures 
beyond burgers and 
fries.

Kempczinski’s fun 
tournament not only 
engaged food lovers 
worldwide but also cel-
ebrated the diversity 
of  McDonald’s menu 
offerings, from break-
fast classics to desserts 
a n d  n o s t a l g i c 
favourites.
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Sinner, Alcaraz to Face Off in South Korea 
Exhibition Ahead of Australian Open

Tennis fans are in for a 
treat as Jannik Sinner and 
Carlos Alcaraz, the world’s 
top two men’s players, are 
set to clash in an exhibition 
match in South Korea this 
January. Organisers an-
nounced on Monday (No-
vember 3, 2025) that the 
high-profile encounter will 
take place at the Incheon 
Inspire Arena on January 
10, just eight days before 
the Australian Open kicks 
off  in Melbourne.

The match will be part of  
the prestigious Hyundai 
Card Super Match series, 
which has previously host-
ed some of  the biggest leg-
ends in tennis, including 
Roger Federer, Rafael Nad-
al, Novak Djokovic, Pete 
Sampras, Maria Sharapo-
va, and Venus Williams. 
The inclusion of  Sinner 
and Alcaraz continues the 
event’s legacy of  featuring 
the sport’s elite.

Both players have been in 
scintillating form, domi-
nating men’s tennis in re-
cent seasons. Between 
them, Sinner and Alcaraz 
have claimed nine of  the 
last ten major titles, ce-
menting their rivalry as 

one of  the most exciting in 
modern tennis. Their exhi-
bition in South Korea will 
offer fans an early glimpse 
of  their form and intensity 
ahead of  the new season.

The matchup also high-

lights tennis’s growing 
global reach, with Asia be-
coming an increasingly 
popular destination for 
high-profile events. Organ-
isers expect a packed house 
at Incheon’s state-of-the-art 

arena, as Korean fans get a 
rare opportunity to witness 
two of  the sport’s brightest 
stars in action.

With both athletes eyeing 
strong starts to their 2025 
campaigns, the South Ko-

rea exhibition promises to 
deliver world-class tennis 
and a thrilling preview of  
what could be another 
fierce battle for Grand Slam 
supremacy at the Australi-
an Open.

Mirabai Chanu to Move Up to 53kg as Her Weight Class 
Is Axed from 2028 Olympics

Olympic silver medallist 
Mirabai Chanu will com-
pete in a higher weight cat-
egory at the 2028 Los Ange-
les Olympics, after her 
current 49kg division was 
dropped from the Games. 
The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has re-

structured the weightlift-
ing programme, increas-
ing the total number of  
events to 12 — six for men 
and six for women — lead-
ing to the removal of  
C h a n u ’ s  l o n g - t i m e 
category.

Chanu, who won silver 

at the Tokyo Olympics 
(2021) in the 49kg class, 
will now move up to 53kg, 
the lowest weight division 
available for women at the 
LA Games. The decision 
was confirmed after the In-
ternational Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) released 

new Olympic categories on 
Monday, marking the sec-
ond major category reshuf-
fle within a year.

India’s chief  national 
coach Vijay Sharma said 
the change could benefit 
Chanu in the long run. 
“This is good for Mirabai 

because cutting down to 
48kg was always taxing for 
her body,” Sharma told 
PTI. “She will continue in 
the same class till  the 
Asian Games next year, af-
ter which we’ll begin pre-
paring her for 53kg.”

Chanu, 31, has often spo-
ken about the physical 
strain of  maintaining a 
sub-49kg frame. Moving up 
a category will allow her to 
add muscle mass and po-
tentially improve her over-
al l  l i f ts.  She recently 
clinched gold at the Com-
monwealth Champion-
ships and silver at the 
World Championships in 
the 48kg class.

The new Olympic weight 
categories, which take ef-
fect from August 1, 2026, 
will feature 53kg, 61kg, 
69kg, 77kg, 86kg, and +86kg 
for women and 65kg, 75kg, 
85kg, 95kg, 110kg, and 
+110kg for men.

Despite the shift, Chanu 
remains one of  India’s top 
medal hopes as she begins 
her journey toward the 
2028 Los Angeles Olympics 
in a new division.

Mohsin Naqvi Unlikely to Attend ICC Meet as 
BCCI Raises Asia Cup Trophy Issue

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) chairman Mohsin 
Naqvi is reportedly unlike-
ly to attend the ongoing ICC 
Executive Board meeting in 
Dubai, where the BCCI is 
expected to raise the con-
tentious issue surrounding 
the Asia Cup trophy. The 
trophy has remained locked 
inside the Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) headquar-
ters in Dubai since the 
tournament’s conclusion in 
late September.

According to sources, 
Naqvi’s absence may be due 
to “domestic political is-
sues” in Pakistan, though 
his decision has drawn at-
tention given that he also 
serves as ACC chairman. 
The meeting, which began 
on Tuesday (November 4, 
2025), was expected to see 
heated discussions over the 
trophy controversy — an 
incident that has strained 
cricketing relations be-
tween India and Pakistan.

The issue stems from the 
Asia Cup 2025 final, where 
the Indian players report-
edly declined to accept the 
trophy from Naqvi follow-
ing his anti-India remarks 
during the tournament. As 
a result, the trophy presen-
tation ceremony was never 

held, and the silverware 
has since remained un-
claimed at the ACC’s Dubai 
office.

The Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) is 
now pushing for a formal 
resolution to the matter at 

the ICC meeting. Officials 
are likely to question Naq-
vi’s conduct as both PCB 
and ACC head, arguing that 
his statements and actions 
have politicized a continen-
tal cricket event.

With Naqvi expected to 

skip the meeting, ACC rep-
resentatives may instead 
handle the matter on his be-
half. However, his absence 
could further complicate 
discussions, leaving the tro-
phy dispute unresolved.

The controversy under-

scores the continuing ten-
sions between India and Pa-
k i s t a n  i n  c r i c k e t 
governance, despite efforts 
by the ICC to maintain neu-
trality and promote coop-
eration among member 
boards. 

Pakistan Women’s Coach 
Muhammad Wasim Sacked 

After World Cup Debacle

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) has sacked Muhammad 
Wasim, head coach of  the nation-
al women’s cricket team, follow-
ing the team’s disastrous perfor-
mance in the recently concluded 
ICC Women’s ODI World Cup. 
The decision comes after Paki-
stan finished last in the eight-
team tournament, co-hosted by 
India and Sri Lanka.

Pakistan, led by Fatima Sana, 
endured a forgettable campaign 
— losing four matches, while 
three others were washed out 
due to rain. Despite having 
topped the qualifying rounds in 
Lahore earlier this year to se-
cure their World Cup berth, the 
team failed to register a single 
win in the main event, playing 
all their matches in Colombo.

In a statement, the PCB con-
firmed that Wasim’s contract ex-
pired at the end of  the tourna-
ment and would not be renewed. 
The board is now on the lookout 
for a new head coach, with sourc-

es indicating that a foreign can-
didate is being considered. If  no 
suitable option is found, former 
Pakistan captain Bismah Ma-
roof  could be appointed to the 
role.

Wasim, a former Test cricketer 
and ex-chief  selector of  Paki-
stan’s men’s team, had taken 
over the women’s side last year. 
His tenure saw a string of  under-
whelming results, including Pa-
kistan’s Asia Cup semifinal exit 
and an early league-stage elimi-
nation in the T20 World Cup ear-
lier this year.

A PCB insider revealed that 
the entire support staff  would 
also be replaced soon as part of  
a broader overhaul aimed at re-
building the women’s setup.

The changes come amid In-
dia’s triumphant Women’s World 
Cup victory, which has further 
highlighted the contrasting for-
tunes of  the two neighboring 
cricketing nations on the global 
stage. 

Sangram Singh 
Makes History with 

LFL Europe Win

India’s wrestling icon turned 
MMA fighter Sangram Singh 
has made history by becoming 
the first Indian to win at the 
Levels Fight League (LFL) Eu-
rope. The victory came at LFL 20 
in Amsterdam, where Sangram 
faced Tunisia’s Hakim Trabelsi, 
a younger and experienced 
MMA striker.

From the opening bell, San-
gram showcased his superior 
wrestling skills, controlling the 
fight with strategic positioning 
and precise striking. He main-
tained dominance by keeping 
the match in clinch and body-
lock positions, neutralizing Tra-
belsi’s attacks while staying 
calm and composed.

The fight ended decisively in 
the second round when San-
gram executed a flawless bar-
arm choke submission, a vari-
ant of  the rear-naked choke, 
forcing Trabelsi to tap out. This 
finish highlighted Sangram’s 
fight IQ, technical mastery, and 
mental toughness.

This win adds to Sangram 
Singh’s growing MMA legacy in 
Europe. He had earlier made a 
sensational debut at the Gama 
International Fighting Champi-
onship in Tbilisi, Georgia, de-
feating Pakistani fighter Ali 

Raza Nasir in under 90 seconds. 
Even at the age of  40, Sangram 
continues to prove that disci-
pline, confidence, and determi-
nation define a champion more 
than age.

Speaking after the match, 
Sangram said, “This win be-
longs to every young Indian 
dreaming of  competing on the 
world stage. Levels Fight League 
gave me the platform to show-
case Indian grit and resilience 
in Europe. I hope my journey 
inspires many more to pursue 
their dreams with dedication 
and courage.”

C o a c h  B h u p e s h  Ku m a r 
praised Sangram’s strategy and 
patience, noting that his wres-
tling skills and tactical disci-
pline were key to controlling the 
fight. LFL President Donovan 
James Alexander Panayiotis 
hailed Sangram as an inspira-
tion, adding that his energy, hu-
mility, and relentless spirit 
make him a perfect ambassador 
for Indian sportsmanship.

LFL officials called the victo-
ry a milestone moment in Indi-
an MMA history, with Sangram 
Singh now cementing his status 
as a symbol of  courage, resil-
ience, and excellence on the 
global stage.
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Manjummel Boys Triumphs 
as Mammootty Wins 

Seventh Best Actor Award

The 55th Kerala State Film 
Awards, often hailed as the 
Oscars of  Mollywood, cele-
brated the finest achieve-
ments in Malayalam cinema 
at a grand ceremony held at 
the Kerala Sahitya Akademi 
Hall, Thrissur. Announced by 
Cultural Affairs Minister Saji 
Cherian on November 3, 2025, 
the awards honoured the best 
works from films released in 
2024.

Instituted in 1969, the Kera-
la State Film Awards are the 
highest recognition in Malay-
alam cinema, celebrating ex-
cellence in performance, sto-
ryte l l ing ,  and  technical 
brilliance. This year’s jury, 
chaired by actor-director 
Prakash Raj, evaluated 128 

films, narrowing them down 
to 26 finalists through de-
t a i l e d  s c r e e n i n g s  a n d 
discussions.

Among the biggest winners 
of  the evening was the surviv-
al drama Manjummel Boys, 
which emerged as the Best 
Film, reaffirming its place as 
one of  Malayalam cinema’s 
most compelling recent re-
leases. The film’s gripping 
narrative, emotional depth, 
and technical finesse were 
widely praised by critics and 
audiences alike.

Veteran superstar Mam-
mootty added another feather 
to his illustrious cap, winning 
his seventh Best Actor award 
for his powerful performance 
that once again showcased his 

unmatched versatility and en-
during command over the 
craft. His latest win further 
cements his status as one of  
India’s greatest living actors.

The awards also highlight-
ed the growing diversity and 
creativity in Malayalam cin-
ema, honouring emerging tal-
ents and innovative filmmak-
ers who continue to push 
artistic boundaries.

With Manjummel Boys and 
Mammootty leading the hon-
ours, the 55th Kerala State 
Film Awards reflected both 
the artistic legacy and the dy-
namic evolution of  Malay-
alam cinema—proving once 
again why it remains one of  
the most respected film indus-
tries in India.

What Is the First Spark? New Poster from 
Dulquer Salmaan’s Kaantha

Meenakshi’s First 
Look from NC24: 
Archaeologist on 

Duty

“Awards Are Being Compromised”: 
Prakash Raj’s Strong Words on 

National Film Awards

V e t e r a n  a c t o r 
Prakash Raj’s recent 
comments on the Na-
tional Film Awards 
have sparked a heated 
debate across the Indi-
an film industry. Speak-
ing during the an-
nouncement of  the 55th 
Ke r a l a  S t at e  F i l m 
Aw a rd s,  wh e re  h e 
served as the jury 
chairman, Prakash Raj 
made some candid and 
controversial remarks 
about the credibility of  
national-level awards.

The actor stated, “I 
am not afraid to say 
that the National Film 
Awards are now being 
compromised. I  am 
happy to serve as the 
chairman of  the Kerala 
jury because the state 
government assured 
complete freedom in 
the selection process 
without interference.” 
His remarks were per-
ceived as a sharp cri-
tique of  what he sees as 
growing bias and favor-
itism within the na-
tional awards system.

He went on to add, 
“Only a few are getting 
priority in the awards 
system. When juries 
start compromising, a 
great actor like Mam-

mootty does not need 
such awards.” These 
strong words  have 
since gone viral, draw-
ing intense reactions 
from fans and industry 
insiders alike.

The comments came 
shortly after Mam-
mootty won the Best 
Actor award at the Ker-
ala State Film Awards 
for his stellar perfor-
mance in  Bhrama-
yugam, marking yet an-
other milestone in his 
i l l u s t r i o u s  c a r e e r. 
While the win was 
w i d e ly  c e l e b r at e d , 
Prakash Raj’s remarks 
have stirred discussion 
about the transparency 
and integrity of  award 
j u r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country.

Alongside Bhrama-
yugam, films like Man-
jummel Boys also won 
top honours this year. 
Concluding his state-
ment, Prakash Raj ap-
pealed to filmmakers to 
focus more on chil-
dren’s cinema, urging 
directors and writers to 
create  stories  that 
speak to audiences of  
all ages, emphasizing 
that cinema should rep-
resent every section of  
society. 

AKT to Premiere Two 
Days Early in the USA

Actor Ram Pothineni 
is all set to charm audi-
ences with his upcom-
ing film Andhra King 
Taluka (AKT), directed 
by Mahesh Babu P un-
der the prestigious 
Mythri Movie Makers 
banner. The film, slated 
for a global release on 
November 28, has al-
ready created massive 
buzz with its catchy 
songs and powerful 
teaser, both of  which 
have received an over-
whelming response 
from fans and critics 
alike.

In an exciting update, 
the makers have an-
nounced that AKT will 
premiere two days ear-
lier in the USA, giving 
overseas fans an exclu-
sive first look on No-
vember 26. To make the 
occasion even more spe-
cial, Ram Pothineni 
himself  will embark on 
a promotional tour 
across the USA — his 
first ever international 
promotion campaign.

The tour, scheduled 
from November 26 to 30, 
will see Ram attending 

premiere shows, inter-
acting with fans, and 
participating in meet-
and-greet events during 
special screenings. This 
move reflects the team’s 
confidence in the film’s 
potential to make a 
strong mark at the over-
seas box office.

The makers believe 
that the film’s engaging 
storyline and emotional 
depth will resonate par-
ticularly well with Telu-
gu audiences abroad, 
who have consistently 
supported romantic 
dramas with fresh and 
relatable themes.

With Mythri Movie 
Makers backing the 
project and a promising 
promotional strategy in 
place, expectations are 
high that Andhra King 
Taluka will open to re-
cord numbers both in 
India and overseas. As 
excitement builds, all 
eyes are now on Ram 
Pothineni’s much-antic-
ipated USA tour and the 
early premieres that 
will set the stage for one 
of  the most awaited re-
leases of  the year.
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T h e  a n t i c i p a t i o n 
around Dulquer Sal -
maan’s much-awaited 
period drama Kaantha 
i s  r e a c h i n g  n e w 
heights. Following the 
successful release of  
the energetic Rage of  
K a a n t h a  t r a c k ,  t h e 
makers have now un-
vei led  a  new poster 
teasing that the “first 
spark” will be revealed 
at 4 PM today.

Directed by Selvama-
ni Selvaraj, Kaantha is 
a grand pan-India pro-
j e c t  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e 
backdrop of  the 1960s, 
promising to transport 
audiences to a bygone 
era of  Indian cinema. 
The latest poster, fea-
t u r i n g  D u l q u e r  S a l -
m a a n ,  B h a g ya s h r e e 
Borse, and Samuthira-
kani,  has gone viral 
a c ro s s  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
platforms, leaving fans 
s p e c u l a t i n g  a b o u t 
what the “first spark” 
might signify—wheth-
er it’s a teaser, a scene 
reveal ,  or  a  musical 
surprise.

The film has already 
g e n e r a t e d  m a s s i v e 
buzz with its promo-
tional content. The re-
cently released song 
“Ammadivee”, a soul-

ful  melody featuring 
D u l q u e r  a n d  B h a g -
yashree, has struck a 
chord with music lov-
ers. Meanwhile, Rage 
o f  K a a n t h a  s e t  t h e 
tone for the movie’s in-
t e n s e  a n d  d r a m a t i c 
theme, amplifying ex-
citement for what’s to 
come.

Adding to the film’s 
star power, Rana Dag-
gubati is co-producing 
K a a n t h a  a l o n g s i d e 
D u l q u e r  S a l m a a n , 
marking a unique col-
l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n 
Malayalam and Telugu 
c i n e m a  i n d u s t r i e s . 
T h e  m o v i e  a i m s  t o 
blend historical story-
telling with grand vis-
uals,  celebrating the 
char m and spirit  of  
the golden era of  Indi-
an film culture.

With its release set 
f o r  N o v e m b e r  1 4 , 
Kaantha is shaping up 
to be one of  the most 
talked-about releases 
of  the year. Fans are 
now eagerly waiting to 
s e e  wh at  t h e  m u ch -
teased  “ f irst  spark” 
will ignite at 4 PM — a 
glimpse that could set 
the stage for yet anoth-
er  Dulquer  Salmaan 
blockbuster.

Naga Chaitanya is all set to 
explore the realms of  myths 
and mysteries in his upcom-
ing film #NC24, directed by 
Karthik Dandu, best known 
for Virupaksha. The film is be-
ing produced under SVCC and 
Sukumar Writings, with 
BVSN Prasad and Sukumar 
as producers and Bapineedu 
as presenter.

After intriguing audiences 
with an intense glimpse ear-
lier, the makers have now un-
veiled the first look of  
Meenakshi Chaudhary, the 
leading lady of  the film. Step-
ping away from the conven-
tional heroine roles, Meenak-
shi essays the character 
Daksha, an archaeologist 
driven by passion and 
courage.

In the striking poster, 
Meenakshi is seen dressed in 
rugged field gear, sporting 
spectacles and examining an 
ancient artifact through a 

magnifying glass. The back-
drop of  a dimly lit cave adds 
an aura of  adventure and dis-
covery, hinting at the pivotal 
role her character plays in un-
covering the film’s central 
mystery.

Her look has already 
sparked curiosity among fans, 
who are eager to see how her 
character blends with the 
film’s mythical and suspense-
ful narrative.

Adding further excitement, 
Sparsh Shrivastava, known 
for his performance in Laapa-
taa Ladies, makes his Tolly-
wood debut with this project. 
The shooting for NC24 is cur-
r e n t l y  p r o g r e s s i n g  i n 
Hyderabad.

With a compelling premise, 
a strong technical team, and 
intriguing character reveals, 
NC24 promises to be a thrill-
ing cinematic journey that in-
tertwines ancient secrets with 
modern-day exploration.


