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PONNAM
ASSURES
RELIEFTO
FLOOD-
AFFECTED
FARMERS
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Minister Ponnam Pra
bhakar Toured The
Flood-Affected Areas
In Chigurumamidi
Mandal Of The
Husnabad
Constituency,
Karimnagar District.
He Inspected The
Damaged Road From
Sitarampur
Crossroads Into The
Village, The Collapsed
Electric Poles, And
The Damaged Crops.
Farmers Were
Severely Affected As
Sand Piles Covered
Their Paddy Fields
Due To The Floods.

CMISSUES
DIRECTIVES
ON RELIEF

EFFORTS

o
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Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy,
Speaking At The

Video Conference,
Stated That The

Meteorological

Department Has
Warned Of Cyclone
Impact On16
Districts.He
Acknowledged That
Despite Taking Prior
Precautions, This s
The Paddy Harvesting
Season,And The
Unexpected Calamity
Is Causing Distress To
Farmers.He
Instructed Officials
To Be Vigilant And
Ordered Collectors To
Cancel All Leave And
Ensure Officials Visit
The Field. He Directed
The Electricity
Department To Be
Alert To Prevent
Power Disruptions
Due To Strong Winds.
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BJP Cries Foul Over
Azhar’s Cabinet Pitch

TPN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Oct 30

he Telangana

BJP has lodged a
complai nt with

the State Chief
Electoral Officer (CE
0), alleging that Chief

Azharuddin’s Induction:

A Game Changer for
Jubilee Hills Bypoll?

Azharuddin, who has been asso-
ciated with the Congress Party
for over a decade, previously
served as a Member of
Parliament from Uttar Pradesh.

TPN Bureau |
Hyderabad,
October 30:

ormer Indian
cricket captain Mo-
hammad Azharud-
din has once again
come into the political
spotlight — this time as
apotential game chang-
er for the Congress Par-
ty ahead of the Jubilee
Hills Assembly bypoll.
The Congress high co
mmand’s decision to el-
evate Azharuddin to th
e state cabinet has sp
arked sharp political re
actions and fresh con-
troversy across Telan-
gana’s political circles.
Azharuddin, who has
been associated with
the Congress Party for
over a decade, previ-
ously served as a Mem-
ber of Parliament from
Uttar Pradesh. Later,
he contested from the
Jubilee Hills constitu-
ency in Hyderabad but
was defeated. Despite
the setback, he re-
mained loyal to the par-
ty and was recently be-
ing considered for a
Legislative Council
(MLC) nomination.
However, sources indi-
cate that his inclusion

in the cabinet was
planned much earlier
by the Congress high
command.

Party insiders reveal
that the decision was
not merely political but
also aimed at ensuring
social and communal
balance within the stat
e cabinet. As a promine
nt figure from the Mus-
lim community with na
tional recognition, Azh
aruddin’s appointment
is expected to resonate
with minority voters,
particularly in Hyder
abad and surrounding
regions. The timing of
his inductio n, however
— just days before the
Jubilee Hills bypoll —
has led opposition par-
ties to cry foul.

The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) and the
Bharat Rashtra Sa
mithi (BRS) have both
lodged formal com-
plaints with the Elec-
tion Commission (EC),
alleging that the Con-
gress move violates the
Model Code of Con-
duct. They argue that
Azharuddin’s sudden
elevation is a deliberate
attempt to influence
voters. Congress lead-
ers, however, dismiss
the allegations, stating

both parties might be

that the cabinet expan-
sion was already in pro-
cess and that the tim-
ing is purely co inc
idental.

Political observers
believe that, intention-
al or not, the move has
stirred significant dis-
cussion among minori-
ty groups. The Congr
ess already enjoys sup-
port from the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (AIMIM), and
Azharuddin’s entry
could further consoli-
date minority votes in
Hyderabad. However,
despite this strategic
advantage, it remains
uncertain how much
this will translate into
actual electoral success
in the Jubilee Hills by-
poll — where sympathy
for the Maganti family;,
following the death of
former MLA Maganti
Gopinath, remains
strong.

Meanwhile, the BJP
and BRS appear to be
coordinating their at-
tacks on the Congress.
Interestingly, BJP lead-
ers have avoided direct-
ly criticizing the BRS
or its candidate, lead-
ing to speculation that

working in tandem to
counter Congress influ-
ence in urban constitu-
encies. The Congress
has repeatedly accused
the two opposition par-
ties of having a covert
understanding ahead
of the next general ele
ctions.

The bypoll is expect-
ed to be closely fought,
with Jubilee Hills’ pre-
dominantly urban elec-
torate likely to play a
decisive role. Analysts
say that while Azharud-
din’s induction brings
renewed energy and
minority focus to the
Congress campaign,
dissatisfaction among
sections of urban vot-
ers toward the govern-
ment could still pose
challenges.

Whether Azharud-
din’s cabinet entry
turns out to be a tacti-
cal masterstroke or a
symbolic gesture will
be known only when
the ballots are counted
— but one thing is cer-
tain: the Congress has
successfully turned the
Jubilee Hills bypoll
into a political spe
ctacle.

Minister A. Revanth
Reddy’s reported pro-
posal to induct former
Indian cricketer Mo-
hammed Azh aruddin
into the Cabinet vio-
lates the Model Code
of Conduct (MCC) and
is aimed at influenc-
ing voters in the Jubi-
lee Hills bye -election.

In aletter, BJP MLA
Payal Shanker stated
that the proposal was
intended to woo vot-
ers and urged the CEO
to take immediate ac-
tion to withdraw the
announcement. Azh
aruddin had contest-
ed from the Jubilee
Hills constituency in
the 2023 Assembly
elections.

The BJP said that th
e move, if confirmed,

would adversely affect
the bye-election and
requested the CEO to
take cognisance of the
alleged violation. Tel-
angana BJP president
Ramchander Rao
termed the decision
an act of “app easem
ent.” Voting for the
Jubilee Hills by-elec-
tion is scheduled for
November 14, with
counting also on the
same day. The bypoll
was necessitated fol-
lowing the death of
sitting MLA and BRS
leader Ma ganti Gopi-
nath. BC leader V.
Naveen Yadav is con-
testing for the Con-
gress, while BRS has
fielded Gopinath’s
widow, Sunitha. BJP
has nominated Lanka-
la Deepak Reddy as its
candi date.

The constituency
has a high concentra-
tion of Muslim voters,
and the Congress’s
move is being seen as
an attempt to boost its
prospects among

them. The Congress
currently has no Mus-
lim MLA or minister
in the state cabinet.
With Azharuddin’s in-
duction, the number
of ministers in the Re-
vanth Reddy cabinet
would rise to 16, while
the sanctioned stre
ngth is 18 including
the Chief Min ister.

The timing of the
proposed expansion
has stirred controver-
sy, with BJP arguing
that promising a cabi-
net berth to a former
candidate associated
with the campaign in
the same constituency
undermines the elec-
toral process. They
termed it a blatant at-
tempt at communal
polarization for elec-
toral gain.

The CEO’s response
to this formal com-
plaint is now highly
anticipated, as it may
set a precedent for de-
fining the limits of
government actions
during election0s.

BRS Accuses CM of Poll
Code Breachin Jubilee Hills

TPN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Oct 30

he Bharat Ras
htra Samithi (BR
S) has filed a com
plaint with the
Election Commission
of India (ECI) aga inst
Telangana Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Red-
dy for allegedly violat-
ing the Mo del Code of
Conduct (MCC) while
campaigning for the
Jubilee Hills Assem-
bly bye-election.

The BRS alleged
that the Chief Minis-
ter tried to influence
film workers by mak-
ing promises during a
meeting in the constit-
uency. A delegation
led by senior BRS ML
A and former minis-
ter Gangula Kamala-
kar submitted the
complaint to Chief
Electoral Officer Sud-
harshan Reddy. The
party demanded that
the Chief Minister be
removed as the Con-
gress’s star campaign-
er and barred from
further campaigning.

They stated that the

constituency compris-
es several thousand
film industry workers
who form a signifi-
cant voter base. Dur-
ing a felicitation pro-
gramme organised by
the Association of
Cine Workers on Tue
sday, the CM report-
edly made promises
and assurances pro-
hibited under the
MCC. The BRS said
that despite prior
complaints, the ECI
failed to prevent the
event, allowing “a bla-
tant misuse of official
position and state ma-
chinery.” The party
demanded registra-
tion of a criminal case
against the CM for
MCC violation and
electoral offences, as
well as disqualifica-
tion of Congress can-
didate Naveen Yadav
for allegedly issuing
“threatening and abu-
sive” remarks against
BRS leaders during a
public meeting.

The BRS also soug
ht protection for its
leaders and workers.

Meanwhile, BRS
working president

K.T. Rama Rao said
the Congress was
“waking up to ground
realities” after two
years in power. React-
ing to Revanth Red-
dy’s promises to cine
workers and reports
of Azharuddin’s pos-
sible cabinet induc-
tion, KTR posted on X:
“Desperate times call
for desperate meas-
ures.” He added that
the Congress was
“promising the moon
to cine workers” and
its ministers were
“desperately running
around in Hyderabad
gullies.”

KTR said it was tim
e to teach the Congres
s a lesson in the Jubi-
lee Hills bypoll.

The twin complain
ts by BRS against both
the Chief Minister
and the Congress can-
didate have intensi-
fied the political bat-
tle. Allegations of the
CM using his office to
influence a key voter
group form a serious
MCC charge, with the
ECI’s decision likely
to impact the final
days of campaigning.

Traffic cametoa

standstill in sev-
eral parts of the
tri-city area of

Warangal-
Hanamkonda-

Kazipet as drains
overflowed and

roads caved in

under the relent-

less rain.

P

Districts Reel

nder Flood Fury

.....

As Cyclone Batters Telangana

corded more than 11.5 cm.

TPN Bureau | Hyderabad |
Oct 30

orrential rains under the
impact of Cyclone Montha

left vast stretches of Telan-
gana inundated on Thurs-

day, with Warangal, Hanamkon-
da, and Khammam districts
bearing the brunt of nature’s
fury. The deep depression, which
weakened after crossing the
Andhra Pradesh coast, triggered
flash floods, submerged roads
and colonies, and caused exten-
sive damage to crops and infra-
structure. Incessant downpour
over the last four days turned

Warangal and Hanamkonda
towns into virtual islands, with
stormwater gushing through
streets and overflowing lakes in-
undating residential colonies.
Traffic came to a standstill in
several parts of the tri-city area
of Warangal-Hanamkonda-Ka-
zipet as drains overflowed and
roads caved in under the relent-
less rain.

According to the Telangana
Development Planning Society,
Bheemdevarapalle in Hanam-
konda district recorded 41.9 cm
of rainfall, the highest in the
state. As many as 35 locations re-
ceived extremely heavy rainfall
above 20.5 cm, while 68 others re-

Hunter Road, connecting Wa-
rangal and Hanamkonda, was
completely submerged after the
Bondhi stream overflowed, para-
lysing vehicular movement.
Floods also snapped road connec-
tivity to the historic Bhadrakali
temple as the adjoining lake
breached its banks and flooded
surrounding colonies. The Wa-
rangal-Mulugu road was ren-
dered impassable due to over-
flowing drains.

Warangal Mayor Gundu Sud-
harani said about 45 localities
under the Greater Warangal Mu-
nicipal Corporation (GWMC)
limits were inundated. “Around

1,200 people have been
evacuated from low-ly-
ing areas and shifted to
rehabilitation centres,”
she said, adding that res-
cue efforts were being
carried out by seven
teams comprising the
State Disaster Response
Force, engineering, and
sanitation staff. Boats
were pressed into ser-
vice, and drones were de-
ployed to deliver food,
water, and essential sup-
plies to stranded reside
nts.

Endowments and For-
ests Minister Konda Sur
ekha, MP Kadiyam Kav
ya, and District Collector
Satya Sharada visited
flood-hit areas and inter-
acted with affected peo-
ple, assuring them of im-
mediate relief meas
ures.

Meanwhile, the Wa-
rangal-Hanamkonda
bus station was sub-
merged, and an RTC bus
heading to Warangal got
trapped in floodwaters
near Upperpalli village
in Wardhannapet man-
dal after water from an
overflowing lake inun-
dated the road. Fortu-
nately, all passengers ma
naged to escape safely.

In rural Warangal, vil-
lages in Nekkonda, Par-
vathagiri, and Sangem
mandals were cut off af-
ter roads and culverts
were washed away. Agri-
cultural lands remained
under several feet of wa-
ter, and electricity poles
and trees were uprooted
in many areas. Authori-

ties cautioned people
against crossing over-
flowing streams and low-
lying bridges.

Elsewhere, Khammam
district too witnessed
massive flooding as the
Munneru river swelled
to 24.7 feet, prompting of-
ficials to issue a third
flood warning. With
heavy inflows from up-
stream Chhattisgarh and
Maharashtra, the river
continued to rise, inun-
dating colonies in Kham-
mam town and cutting
off the Khammam-Bo-
nakal road. Several cars
were washed away, and
nearly 100 families were
moved to relief camps.

In Bhadradri-Kothagu-
dem district, heavy rain
lashed Bhadrachalam,
Dummugudem, As-
waraopeta, and Charla
mandals, where rainfall
exceeded 100 mm. Strea
ms and canals overflow
ed, isolating several vil-
lages. Officials warned
residents near the Goda-
variriver to remain alert
as the water level crossed
the 80-foot mark, flood-
ing low-lying habit
ations.

Flooding was also re-
ported from parts of Ka-
rimnagar, Siddipet, and
Nalgonda, where canals
breached their embank-
ments and inundated
fields and roads. In Said-
apur mandal of Karim-
nagar district, a breach
in the Venkapalli canal
flooded roads and cut off
access to multiple
villages.

Revanthto Survey Flood-Hit
Warangal, Husnabad Today

TPN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Oct 30

hief Minister
A. Revanth Red-
dy will conduct
an aerial sur-
vey of the flood-rav-
aged Warangal dis-
trict and Husnabad
Assembly constitu-
ency on Friday. Fol-
lowing extensive
flood damage, the
Chief Minister di-
rected district collec-
tors and senior offi-
cials to undertake
relief measures on a
war footing in areas
affected by torrential
rains under the influ-
ence of Cyclone Ma
ntha.

Officials were in-
structed to ensure
there isno loss of life
or livestock in flood-
hit areas. The CM
emphasized that
shifting people from
flood-prone zones
and providing reha-
bilitation should be
given top priority.

Revanth Reddy
held a video confer-
ence with collectors
and senior officials
of cyclone-affected
districts today. Depu-
ty Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka,
several ministers,

and top officials par-
ticipated. The minis-
ters and collectors
briefed the CM about
crop damage to pad-
dy and cotton, with
preliminary reports
indicating extensive
loss in the erstwhile
Warangal and Nal-
gonda districts and
Husnabad const
ituency.
Expressing seri-
ous concern over
farmers’ plight, the
CM said the govern-
ment targeted 80
lakh metric tonnes
of paddy procure-
ment and directed
the Civil Supplies
Department to take
strict measures. In
view of reports that
paddy stocks were
soaked and washed
away at IKP centers,
he instructed collec-
tors to immediately
shift paddy to nearby
godowns, mills, or
function halls if stor-
age was unavailable.
He cancelled all of-
ficials’ leaves, or-
dered daily field in-
spections, and
warned of strict ac-
tion against negli-
gent officers who fail
to submit daily re-
ports from procure-
ment centers. The
CM also ordered that
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Minister Ponnam Pra
bhakar Toured The
Flood-Affected Areas In
Chigurumamidi Mandal
Of The Husnabad Con-
stituency, Karimnagar
District. He Inspected
The Damaged Road
From Sitarampur Cross-
roads Into The Village,
The Collapsed Electric
Poles, And The Damaged
Crops. Farmers Were Se-
verely Affected As Sand
Piles Covered Their Pad-
dy Fields Due To The
Floods. The Minister As-
sumed The Affected Far
mers Of Government
Support And Relief. Sub-

sequently, He Inspected
The Indurthi-Koheda
Low-Level Bridge, Which
Was Submerged Due To
The Heavy Flood Flow.
He Noted That This Is
The Third Time This
Year That Floodwaters
Have Flowed Over The
Bridge, Disrupting Traf-
fic Between Indurthi
And Koheda. Minister
Prabhakar Announced
That The Government
Would Sanction A High-
Level Bridge Between In-
durthi And Koheda. He
Also Stated That He
Would Submit A Repre-
sentation Regarding
This Bridge To The
Chief Minister During

The Latter's Visit The
Following Day. He Em-
phasized That This Is A
Crucial Link Road Be-
tween Karimnagar Dis-
trict And Siddipet Dis-
trict. He Instructed
Officials To Document
All The Washed-Out
Roads And Damaged
Crops. The Minister Reit-
erated The Govern-
ment's Commitment To
Taking All Necessary
Measures To Ensure
That Farmers In Karim-
nagar District Do Not
Face Any Difficulties
Due To The Natural Ca-
lamity. District Collector
Pamela Satpathy, Addi-
tional Collector Ashwini

TELANGANA

Tanaji Wakade, Cp
Ghouse Alam, Husnabad
Market Committee
Chairman Tirupati Red-
dy, And Other Key Lead-
ers And Officials Partici-
pated In The Inspection
Tour. The Minister's Im-
mediate Site Visit To The
Disaster Zone Highlights
The Government's Prior-
itization Of Flood Re-
sponse, Especially In Ru-
ral Areas Where Infrast
ructure Damage Can Se-
verely Impact Liveli-
hoods. He Met With Lo-
cal Farmers And
Panchayat Officials To
Understand The Full Ex-
tent Of The Losses,
Promising A Compre-

hensive Compensation
Package After The Offi-
cial Assessment. The De-
cision To Sanction A
High-Level Bridge Is A
Significant Long-Term
Infrastructure Solution
That Will End The Peren-
nial Disruption Of Traf-
fic And Commerce Along
The Indurthi-Koheda
Stretch, Benefiting Com-
muters In Both Districts.
He Directed The Irriga-
tion And Revenue Offi-
cials To Begin Joint
Field Surveys Immedi-
ately After The Water Re-
cedes To Ensure The
Damage Assessment Is
Accurate And Expedi
ent.

Bandi Asks State To
Provide Aid To Flood-Hit

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Union Minister Ban-
di Sanjay Kumar In-
quired About The Rain
Damage Within The
Karimnagar Parlia-
mentary Constituency
Limits. The Central
Minister Sought De-
tails Of The Crop And
Property Damage Fr
om The Respective Dis-
trict Collectors. Bandi
Sanjay Urged The State
Government To Pro-
vide Assistance To The
Farmers Who Lost
Their Crops. He Also
Called Upon Bjp Lead-
ers To Visit The Affect-
ed Areas And Assure
The Farmers Of Their
Support. Following His
Call, Bjp Leaders Are
Touring The Rain-Af-
fected Areas Within
The Karimnagar Par-
liament Constituency.
Bjp District President
Gangadi Krishnareddy
Visited Jupaka Village
In The Huzurabad Con-
stituency And Spoke
With The Affected F
armers, Offering Them
Assurance. The Move
By The Union Minister
To Directly Engage W
ith The Situation And
The District Authori-
ties Underscores The
Bjp's Effort To Stand
With The Farmers Af-
fected By The Natural
Calamity. It Also Puts
Pressure On The State
Government To Expe-
dite Relief Measures.
Bandi Sanjay's Role As
A Central Leader Ena-
bles Him To Advocate
For Central Assistance
To Supplement The
State's Relief Efforts.
The Bjp's Field Visits
Are Part Of A Broader
Strategy To Demonstr
ate Their Concern For
The Welfare Of Farm-
ers And Affected Citi-
zens In The Region.
The Central Minister's
Action Of Contacting
The District Collectors
Directly Is A Mecha-

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30thChief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy, Speaking
At The Video Confer-
ence, Stated That The
Meteorological Depart-
ment Has Warned Of Cy-
clone Impact On 16 Dis-
tricts. He Acknowledged
That Despite Taking Pri-
or Precautions, This Is
The Paddy Harvesting
Season, And The Unex-
pected Calamity Is Caus-
ing Distress To Farmers.
He Instructed Officials
To Be Vigilant And Or-
dered Collectors To Can-
cel All Leave And Ensure
Officials Visit The Field.
He Directed The Elec-
tricity Department To Be

nism To Gather Inde-
pendent Ground-Level
Data On The Extent Of
The Damage, Which Is
Essential For Recom-
mending A Central
Study Team To The Re-
gion. His Public State-
ment Criticizing The
State Government And
Demanding Immediate
Aid Positions The Bjp
As A Proactive Opposi-
tion During The Crisis.
The Visits By Local Bjp
Leaders To Villages
Like Jupaka Are Criti-
cal For Political Visibi
lity And For Building
Trust With The Farm-
ing Community, Which
Is Facing Severe Fi-
nancial Stress Due To
The Crop Losses. They
Are Also Collecting De-
tailed Accounts Of The
Damages To Prepare A
Comprehensive Report
To Be Submitted To
The Party High Com-
mand And The Central
Ministries Concerned.

Konda Surekha Uses
Drones To Assess Dam-
age In Warangal

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Minister Konda Su
rekha Took Action To
Provide Drinking Wa-
ter And Food To Those
Stranded In Flood-Af-
fected Areas Of Wa-
rangal City By Utilizin
g Drones. The Minister
Oversaw Relief Efforts
In The Flood-Affected
Areas Of Warangal
City Today, Along With
Local Collector Dr.
Satya Sharada. The In-
novative Use Of Drone
Technology By Minis-
ter Surekha And The
Local Administration
Highlights A Modern
And Efficient Appro
ach To Disaster Man-
agement, Particularly
In Areas Where Physi-
cal Access Is Difficult
Due To High Floodwa-
ters. Drones Allow For
Swift Delivery Of Es-
sential Supplies To Iso-

Alert To Prevent Power
Disruptions Due To
Strong Winds. He
Stressed The Need To Di-
vert Traffic At Bridges
And Low-Level Cause-
ways On Roads, And To
Raise Public Awareness
So That People Do Not
Come Out Unless Neces-
sary. He Called For Ar-
rangements To Provide
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Where Needed.
Given The High Impact
Of The Storm In Waran-
gal, He Ordered The De-
ployment Of Hydra Ser-
vices Where Necessary.
He Instructed A 24-Hour
Review Of The Situation
And Directed District In-

lated Individuals And
Families, Ensuring
Their Immediate
Needs Are Met While
Rescue Teams Work To
Evacuate Them. Minis-
ter Surekha’s Presence
In The Field, Coordi-
nating With The Dis-
trict Collector And Of-
ficials, Demonstrates
The Government’s
Hands-On Commit-
ment To The People Of
Warangal, One Of The
Most Severely Affected
Areas. The Relief Op-
erations Are Being
Conducted On A War
Footing To Minimize
The Suffering Of The
Flood Victims. She
Also Reviewed The
Progress Of The Evac-
uation Efforts And The
Functioning Of The
Relief Camps Set Up In
The City. The Decision
To Deploy Drones For
Delivery Is A Game-Ch
anger In Urban Flood
Response, Allowing
Authorities To Reach
Stranded People Even
On The Rooftops Of
High-Rise Buildings
Where Boats Cannot
Safely Navigate. Minis-
ter Surekha Stressed
The Need For Continu-
ous Monitoring Of The
Water Levels And The
Prompt Evacuation Of
People From All Identi-
fied Danger Zones. She
Held A Review Meet-
ing With The Munici-
pal And Disaster Re-
sponse Officials, Em
phasizing The Need
For Hygiene And Sani-
tation In The Relief
Camps To Prevent The
Outbreak Of Waterbo
rne Diseases. The Min-
ister's Direct Involve-
ment Is Crucial For
Cutting Down Bureau-
cratic Delays And
Speeding Up The Dis-
tribution Of Immedi-
ate Financial Assis-
tance To The Affected
Families Once The
Government Finalizes
The Relief Package.

Charge Ministers To Co-
ordinate With Officials
And Alert Collectors. He
Emphasized The Need
To Alert Local Residents
Regarding Overflowing
Streams To Prevent Ac-
cidents And To Continu-
ously Monitor Project
Inflow And Outflow. He
Stressed That No Loss
Of Life, Livestock, Or C
rops Should Occur. The
Cm Announced The Po
stponement Of His Wa-
rangal Visit Due To W
eather Conditions, Con-
firming An Aerial Sur-
vey Of Warangal And
Husnabad On Friday. He
Directed The In-Charge
Ministers To Be Present
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PONNAMASSURES RELIEFTO FLOOD-AFFECTED FARMERS

TELANGANASTALLA SPECIALATTRACTION ATBHARAT
INTERNATIONAL RICE CONFERENCE IN DELHI

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

The Telangana State
Civil Supplies Corpora-
tion Stall Was A Special
Attraction At The Bharat
International Rice Con-
ference Held At Bharat
Mandapam Hall No. 14 In
New Delhi On Thursday.
The Stall Was Set Up In
Collaboration With The
Telangana Agricultural
University. M Stephen
Raveendra, Commission-
er Of Food And Civil
Supplies And Ex-Officio
Principal Secretary, Ex-
plained That The State
Participated With The
Aim Of Showcasing Tel-
angana's Rice Export Po-
tential To The World.
The Stall Attracted The
Attention Of Represent-
atives From Various
Countries, Including Ku-

wait And African Na-
tions, As Well As Ncel
Md Unupom Kausik,
Prem Garg, President Of
The Indian Rice Export-
ers Federation, And Nu-
merous Other Promi-
nent Rice Exporters
From Across India. The
Stall Displayed Premium
Varieties Of Rice Such
AsMTU 1010, RNR 15048,
BPT 5204, KNM 1638,
KNM 118 - Jai Sriram,
HMT Sona,

And Chittimuthyalu.
Stephen Rav eendra Stat-
ed That Telangana Rice
Is Already Being Export-
ed To The Philippines
And That Efforts Are Un-
derway To Export To
Middle East And African
Countries. He Added
That Increased Rice Ex-
ports Would Greatly Ben-
efit The Farmers Of Tel-

angana. Dr. Gaurav
Uppal, Secretary Coordi-
nation, Rohith Singh,
Additional Director, And
Other Senior Officials
Of The Civil Supplies
Department Participated
In The Event. Telanga-
na's Participation In The
Conference Is A Strate-
gic Move To Diversify Its
Agricultural Markets
Beyond Domestic Con-
sumption, Particularly
Given The State's Sur-
plus Rice Production.
The Display Of Diverse
Rice Varieties Highlights
The Agricultural Inno-
vation And Quality
Standards Maintained
By Telangana Farmers.
Targeting The Middle
East And AfricaIs A Cal-
culated Move, As These
Regions Offer Signifi-
cant Import Potential

For Staple Grains. The
Commissioner Empha-
sized That The State
Government Is Actively
Working To Streamline
Export Logistics And Es-
tablish Direct Links Be-
tween Telangana's Mill-
ers And International
Buyers. Boosting Ex-
ports Will Not Only Im-

e

prove Farm Income But
Also Strengthen The
State's Economy By
Bringing In Foreign Ex-
change. The Collabora-
tion With The Agricul-
tural University Ensures
That The Displayed Vari-
eties Are Scientifically
Proven And Market - Re
levant.

SRIDHAR BABU DIRECTS OFFICIALS TO
INITIATEWAR FOOTING RELIEF AND
REHABILITATION

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th It And Industries
Minister Duddilla Srid-
har Babu, Who Is Also
The In-Charge Minister
For The Erstwhile Ran-
ga Reddy District, Di-
rected Officials To Un-
dertake Relief And
Rehabilitation Meas-
ures On A War Footing
In Areas Severely Af-
fected By Heavy Rains.
The Minister Held A De-
tailed Telephonic Re-
view With District Col-
lectors, Senior Police
Officers, And Officials
From The Water Board,
Roads & Buildings,
Electricity, And Munici-
pal Departments. He In-
structed Them To Map
All Low-Lying Colonies

And Villages That Expe-
rienced Flooding And
To Implement Preven-
tive Steps To Avoid Re-
currence. Sridhar Babu
Emphasized The Need
For Immediate Repairs
To Damaged Roads And
Culverts And To Imple-
ment Permanent Solu-
tions In Areas With Fre-
quent Power Supply
Interruptions. He Di-
rected Officials To Pro-
vide Timely Assistance
To Flood-Affected Fami-
lies, Assess The Extent
Of Losses, And Submit
Detailed Reports. The
Minister Also Asked Of-
ficials To Personally In-
spect The Affected
Fields And Vegetable
Farms To Prepare Ac-

curate Crop Damage Es-
timates. He Instructed
Departments To Com-
plete Road Restoration
Works On A War Foot-
ing To Ensure Smooth
Vehicular Movement,
With Special Focus On
Roads Where Rtc Bus
Services Were Disrupt-
ed. Sridhar Babu Urged
Collectors And Munici-
pal Commissioners To
Coordinate All Depart-
mental Efforts To En-
sure Relief And Resto-
ration Progresses
Without Delays Or Ad-
ministrative Hurdles.
His Direct Involvement
And Continuous Moni-
toring Ensure Account-
ability And A Swift Re-
sponse To The Disaster

Situation Across The
District. The Focus On
Permanent Solutions
Reflects A Commitment
To Long-Term Resil-
ience Against Future
Extreme Weather
Events. The Telephonic
Review With Multi-De-
partmental Officials Is
A Key Strategy To En-
sure A Unified And In-
tegrated Response
Across The Complex
Urban And Semi-Urban
Sprawl Of Ranga Reddy
District. Minister Srid-
har Babu Laid Stress
On Identifying And Im-
plementing Permanent
Infrastructure Solu-
tions, Such As Improv-
ing Drainage Systems,
To Prevent Seasonal

Flooding In Chronically
Affected Colonies. He
Called For The Immedi-
ate Restoration Of RTC
Bus Routes, Recogniz-
ing Their Importance
As The Primary Mode
Of Public Transport
For The Working Class.
The Directive For Per-
sonal Inspection Of
Crop Damage Estimates
Is Crucial To Ensure
Fair And Accurate
Compensation Is Given
To Farmers. The Minis-
ter's Proactive Ap-
proach Aims To Quick-
ly Stabilize The
Situation And Restore
Normalcy, Leveraging
The Resources Of All
Government Agencies
Under His Supervision.

In The Field In Their Re-
spective Districts, Be Ac-
cessible To The Public,
And Focus On Relief Ef-
forts. The Government Is
Ready To Assist The Peo-
ple In This Time Of Cri-
sis. The Cm's Directives
Constitute A Detailed,
Multi-Sectoral Disaster
Response Plan, Covering
Everything From Agri-
culture And Power Sup-
ply To Traffic Manage-
ment And Public Health.
His Focus On Canceling
Leaves Of All Officials
Ensures Maximum Man-
power Is Available For
Ground-Level Opera-
tions. The Warning To
Electrical Authorities Is

CM ISSUES DIRECTIVES ON

Particularly Important
To Prevent Accidents
From Fallen Poles And
Live Wires. The Empha-
sis On Monitoring Pro-
ject Water Levels Is Cru-
cial For Preventative
Flood Control, Allowing
For Timely Release Of
Water To Avoid Reser-
voir Breaches. The Cm’s
Decision To Postpone
The Aerial Survey But
To Immediately Resched-
ule It Demonstrates Pru-
dence In Safety While
Reaffirming His Com-
mitment To On-Site In-
spection, Highlighting
The Personal Attention
Being Paid To The
Crisis.

RELIEF EFFORTS
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Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th Telangana Minister
For It And Industries
Duddilla Sridhar Babu
Appealed To Voters Of
Jubilee Hills To Bless An
d Strengthen The Con-
gress-Led People’s Gov-
ernment, Which He Said
Is Working With Sincer-
ity And Commitment Fo
r The Development And
Welfare Of All Sections
Of Society. Campaigning
In The Yellareddiguda
Area Along With Adluri
Laxman Kumar And Oth
er Senior Congress Lead-
ers, The Minister Urged

Voters To Elect Congress
Candidate Naveen Yadav
With A Resounding Ma-
jority In The Upcoming
By-Election. Highlightin
g The Development And
Welfare Measures Imple-
mented Over The Past
Two Years, Mr. Sridhar

tion Parties, And Reaffir
med That The Govern-
ment’s Agenda Was Ful-
ly Aligned With The As-
pirations Of The People
Of Telangana. Later, The
Minister Reviewed Ar-
rangements For Chief
Minister A. Revanth Red-

Babu Said The State Gov- dy’s Forthcoming “Cor
ernment Was Working ne r Meeting” In T he
On A Clear Roadmap For Constituency And Dis

A “Rising Telangana,” E
nsuring Inclusive Gro
wth And Social Progress.
He Cautioned The Elec-
torate Not To Be Misled
By The Misinformation
Being Spread By Opposi-

cussed Campaign Strate-
gies With Local Leaders.
The Minister's Appeal
Positions The By-Electio
n As A Vote Of Confide
nce In The Congress Go
vernment’s Vision For

MLA Sriganesh Steps In
To Ease Corridor Chaos

L ;,

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

Cantonment Mla Sr
iganesh Visited The
Site Of The Elevated
Corridor Construc-
tion Work From Para-
dise To Bowenpally
Along With Local
Congress Party Lead-
ers. The Construction
Work Commenced To-
day, Resulting In The
Police Department
Imposing Traffic Re-
strictions And Diver-
sions. Mla Sriganesh
Interacted With Traf-
fic Additional Dcp
Venugopal Reddy,
HMDA Deputy Engi-
neer Vidyasagar, And
Other Officials, Urg-
ing Them To Ensure
Commuters Do Not
Face Traffic Difficul-
ties. He Stressed That
The Government Has
Undertaken The Pres-
tigious Elevated Cor-
ridor Project To Ease
Traffic Flow, And The

N

L

Public Should Not Be
Inconvenienced Dur-
ing Construction. He
Advised Officials To
Take Adequate Pre-
cautions. Specifically,
He Mentioned That
Balamrai Junction
And Anna Nagar Jun
ction Are Experienc-
ing Severe Traffic
Jams And Instructed
Officials To Ensure
That Local Bastis Res-
idents Do Not Face
Any Problems. The
Mla Also Personally
Spoke With Motor-
ists, Heard Their Sug-
gestions, And Brou
ght Them To The At-
tention Of The Police
Officials, Urging
Them To Incorporate
Necessary Adjust-
ments. He Empha-
sized A Collaborative
Approach Between
The Public, Police, An
d Civic Agencies To
Smoothly Manage
The Traffic Flow Dur-
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ing This Extended
Construction Period.
The Mla Insisted On
Clear And Visible Sig-
nage At All Diversion
Points To Prevent
Confusion And Acci-
dents. He Requested
HMDA Officials To
Accelerate The Work
Schedule, Particular-
ly At Key Intersectio
ns, To Minimize The
Duration Of Public
Disruption. The Local
Congress Leaders Ac-
companying The Mla
Highlighted The Com-
munity's Frustration
With The Sudden
Traffic Changes And
Praised The Mla's
Prompt Response To
Address The Issue.
This Proactive Site
Inspection Under-
scores The Commit-
ment To Balancing
Large-Scale Infra-
structure Develop-
ment With Daily Com
muter Conve nience.

Jupally, Rajanarasimha
Rally For Naveen Yadav

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

Ministers Jupally
Krishna Rao And Da-
modara Rajanarasim-
ha Conducted An Ex-
tensive Campaign In
The Yerragadda Divi-
sion Of The Jubilee
Hills By-Election,
Along With Congress
Candidate Naveen Ya-
dav. They Covered Ar-
eas Including Chh
atrapati Shivaji Na-
gar, Anand Nagar, Pre
m Nagar, And Rajeev
Nagar, Going Door-
To-Door And Explain-
ing The Welfare And
Development Schem
es Implemented By
The Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy-Led
Government. They
Highlighted Schemes
Such As Free Bus

Ponnam

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, While Cam-
paigning In The Yusuf-
guda Division Of Jubilee
Hills, Criticized The Op-
position, Stating That
The BRS And BJP Are
Collaborating And Play-
ing "Dramas" For The
Election. He Directly
Challenged Kishan Red-

Travel, 200 Units Of
Free Electricity, The
500 Subsidized Gas
Cylinder, Fine Rice
Distribution, New Ra-
tion Cards, And Indir
amma Houses. They
Emphasized That
Naveen Yadav Is A Lo-
cal Resident With A
Full Grasp Of The
People’s Problems.
They Promised That
If Elected, Naveen Ya-
dav Would Work To
Create Basic Infra-
structure Like Roads,
Education, And Hea
1th Facilities, There-
by Accelerating The
Development Of Jubi-
lee Hills. The Minis-
ters Also Alleged
That The BRS And BJ
P Parties Are Secretly
Working Together To
Defeat The Congress.

They Were Accompa-
nied By Other Senior
Leaders, Including
Government Whip
Adluri Srinivas And
MLC Dande Vithal.
The Presence Of Two
Senior Ministers In
The Same Division
Signifies The Prioriti-
zation Of The Jubilee
Hills Seat By The
Congress High Com-
mand. Their Joint
Campaign Reinforces
The Message That
The Candidate Has
The Institutional Sup-
port Needed To Deliv-
er On Promises. The
Consistent Messaging
Across All Ministers
About The Welfare
Schemes Is A Deliber-
ate Strategy To Con-
solidate The Benefi-
ciary Vote Bank.

POLITICAL

The State. By Linking
Naveen Yadav's Victory
To The Larger Goal of a
"Rising Telangana," The
Minister Aims To Ele-
vate The Significance Of
The Local Poll. His
Warning Against Oppo-
sition Misinformation Is
A Preemptive Strike
Against Their Campaign
Tactics. The Review Of
The CM’s Corner Meet-
ing Shows That Senior
Leadership Is Fully Enga
ged In Ensuring A Suc-
cessful Turnout For The
Final Phase Of Camp
aigning.
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Sridhar Babu Urges Vote For ‘Rising Telangana’

BRS Lodges EC Complaint Against Congress Nominee

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

BRS Leader Palle Ravi
Kumar Held A Press
Meet At BRK Bhavan, Al-
leging That Congress
Candidate Naveen Yadav
In The Jubilee Hills By-
Election Is Threatening
To "Eliminate" The BRS
Cadre Within A Week.
BRS Leader Palle Ravi
Kumar Termed This Ac-
tion "Unconstitutional"”
And A Violation Of The
Election Code. He Stated
That Such Intimidation
Tactics Are Being Used
By Leaders To Garner Vo
tes. The BRS Has Filed A
Complaint With The Ele
tion Commission On Thi
s Matter, Expressing Con
fidence In The Commis-

sion. He Stressed That
CM Revanth Reddy's
Congress Party's Politi-
cal Threats Will Not De-
ter The BRS.

He Urged The Election
Commission To Ensure
A Free And Fair Voting
Environment. Palle Ravi
Kumar Also Mentioned
That CEO Sudarshan
Reddy Informed Them
That A Notice Would Be
Issued To The Congress
Candidate Naveen Yadav.
The BRS Leader De-
manded That The Elec-
tion Commission Take
Strict Action Against
Naveen Yadav For His In-
timidating Remarks
Which Threaten The
Safety Of Opposition

BRS Seeks Naveen Yadav's
Disqualification Over
Threats

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 30th

BRS Leader K. Kishore Goud Reiterated The Alle-
gation That Congress Candidate Naveen Yadav Is
Threatening The BRS Cadre, Stating That The Can-
didate Is Displaying A Threatening Attitude In An
Election That Should Be Conducted Democratically
And Constitutionally. Kishore Goud Asserted That
This Behavior From An Official Party Candidate In
A Democracy Is Unacceptable. He Demanded That
Congress Candidate Naveen Yadav Be Immediately
Disqualified From The Contest, Arguing That He
Lacks The Eligibility To Compete In The Election
Due To His Conduct. This Demand For Disqualifica-
tion Underscores The BRS's Severe Condemnation
Of The Candidate's Alleged Intimidation Tactics.
Kishore Goud Emphasized That Allowing A Candi-
date Who Resorts To Threats To Continue Contesting
Undermines The Spirit Of Free And Fair Elections.
The BRS Is Placing Direct Pressure On The Election
Commission To Take Decisive And Immediate Ac-
tion, Arguing That The Candidate's Actions Have
Made Him Unfit For Public Office. The Party Aims
To Use This Incident To Highlight The Alleged Law-
lessness Of The Ruling Congress Party And Garner

Public Support.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Agriculture Minister
Thummala Nages wara
Rao And Minister Vak-
iti Srihari Held A Re-
view Meeting With Lo-
cal Leaders To Finalize
The Arrangements For
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy's Road
Show And Corner
Meetings Scheduled
For Tomorrow (Octo-
ber 31, 2025) As Part Of
The Jubilee Hills By-
Election Campaign.
They Worked On The
Route Map To Ensure
No Difficult ies Or
Traffic Interruptions
Occur During The

Thummala, Srihari
Finalize CM Revanth'’s
Roadshow Plan

Chief Minister's Tour.
They Directed Security
Personnel To Coordi-
nate Fully And Ensure
Robust Security Meas-
ures At The Meeting
Venues And Along The
Road Show Route. To
Mobilize A Large Num-
ber Of People To The
Meeting. The Goal Of
The Planning Is To En-
sure The Chief Minis-
ter’s Campaign Makes
Congress Candidate
Naveen Yadav’s Victory
Easy In The Constitu-
ency. Minister Thum-
mala Urged All People
To Participate In The
Campaign As A Demo-
cratic Festival.

Hits Out At BRS-BJP ‘Secret Alliance’

dy To Explain What He
Has Done For The Jubi-
lee Hills Constituency In
The Past 12 Years As A
Central Leader. Minister
Prabhakar Asserted
That BJP Is The "Mic" Of
The BRS, Citing Com-
ments Made By A BRS
Mla, And Stated That A
Vote For BJP Is Effective-

ly A Vote For BRS.

He Defended The Con-
gress Government, List-
ing Implemented Wel-
fare Schemes Such As
Fine Rice Distribution,
New Ration Cards, Free
Bus Travel For Women,
200 Units Free Electrici-
ty, And The 500 Gas Cyl-
inder. He Urged Voters
To Elect Naveen Yadav, A
Young, Educated Local
Candidate, With A Huge

Majority, Promising
That The Chief Minister
And All Ministers Will
Stand Behind Him To
Ensure Development.
The Minister's Attack Is
A Clear Attempt To Po-
larize The Opposition
Vote By Exposing The
Alleged Covert Alliance
Between The BRS and
BJP. He Used The Oppor-
tunity To Promote The

Congress Government's
Early Successes In Wel-
fare Delivery, Position-
ing The Party As The
Only Viable Option For
Development. The Focus
On Naveen Yadav's Local
Roots And Education
Aims To Contrast Him
With Other Candidates
And Build A Strong Per-
sonal Connect With The
Electorate.

]
Party Workers. He Stated
That Such Public
Threats Undermine The
Foundations Of Democ-
racy And Create A Cli-
mate Of Fear Among
Voters And Party Cadre.

Palle Ravi Kumar Urged
The ECI To Closely Mon-
itor The Campaign Trail
In Jubilee Hills For Any
Further Incidents Of Vi-
olence Or Intimidation.
The BRS Will Continue

To Fight For The Rights
Of Its Workers And En-
sure That The By-Elec-
tion Is Conducted With-
out Any Unlawful
Interference From The
Ruling Party.

Bhatti Slams BJP Over

‘Azhar Conspiracy’

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

Deputy Chief Min-
ister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka Held A
Press Meet At Gandhi
Bhavan, Allying That
The Bjp Is Conspiring
To Prevent Moham-
mad Azharuddin
From Being Inducted
Into The Telangana
State Cabinet. He
Highlighted That
Azharuddin Served
As The Captain Of
The Indian Cricket
Team And Rendered
Remarkable Service
To The Nation, Bring-
ing Great Pride To In-
dia On The Global
Stage. Despite His
Status As A Celebrat-
ed Sportsman, The
Bjp Is Obstructing
His Induction, Which

The Deputy Cm Al-
leged Is A Joint Con-
spiracy With The Brs.
He Referred To Brs
Leader K. Kavitha’s
Revelation About The
Secret Nexus Be-
tween The Bjp And
Brs, Which He Said
Helped The Bjp Win
Eight Seats In The
Previous Parliamen-
tary Elections. The
Deputy Cm Asserted
That The Bjp’s Action
Is Driven By Commu-
nal Prejudice Against
Minorities, Aiming
To Block A Deserving
Muslim Leader From
The Cabinet. He Dis-
missed The Bjp’s Mcc
Complaint As Hypo-
critical, Citing The
Precedent Of A Bjp
Candidate Being In-
ducted Into The Ra-
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jasthan Cabinet Just
Before A By-Election.
He Defended
Azharuddin’s Eligi-
bility, Noting That He
Is Already An Mlc
And The Swearing-In
Is Outside The Jubi-
lee Hills Constituen-
cy. The Deputy Cm
Also Took The Oppor-
tunity To Highlight
The Government’s
Swift And Proactive
Cyclone Response,
Crediting The Ad-
vance 46-Hour Alert
And Coordinated Ef-
forts For Averting
Major Loss Of Life.
He Reaffirmed The
Congress Party’s
Commitment To So-
cial Inclusion And
Representation For
All Sections Of
Society.

KTR Mocks Congress, Predicts
Deposit Loss In Jubilee Hills

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

BRS Working Presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao
(Ktr) Launched A Sar-
castic Attack On The
Congress Party Via
Social Media Platform
'X', Stating That The
Congress Will Only
Implement Its Prom-
ises If It Loses Its De-
posit In The Jubilee
Hills By-Election. He
Observed That After
Two Years In Govern-
ment, The Congress
Party "Is Finally Wak-
ing Up To Ground Re-
alities" And Is Resort-
ing To "Desperate
Measures" To Save Its
Reputation. Ktr Cited
The Congress's Ac-
tions During The By-
Election Campaign as

Evidence of Its Ex-
treme Pressure. He
Highlighted The
"Promising The Moon
To Cine Workers," The
Report On Inducting
Former Cricketer
Azharuddin Into The
Cabinet, And Minis-
ters "Desperately Run-
ning Around In Hy-
derabad Gullies" As
Signs Of The Party's
Plight. Ktr Reiterated
That If The People En-
sure The Congress
Party Loses Its Depos-
it In The Jubilee Hills
By-Election,

Only Then Will The
Party Begin To Imple-
ment The "Six Guar-
antees And 420 Prom-
ises" Made In 2023. He
Declared That The By-

Election Is The "Right
Venue To Teach A Les-
son" To The Congress
And Its Leadership.
KTR's Criticism Is A
Sharp Political Tactic
To Demoralize The
Congress Cadre And
Influence Undecided
Voters. By Calling Out
Specific Campaign
Promises And The
Azharuddin Contro-
versy, Ktr Attempts To
Frame The Ruling
Party's Actions As Un-
principled And Oppor-
tunistic. His Predic-
tion Of A Deposit Loss
Is A Challenge Meant
To Galvanize The BRS
Support Base And Un-
dermine The Legiti-
macy Of The Con-
gress's Campaign
Efforts.
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Hydraa Reclaims Encroached Land nydraa, cmc chiefs Inspect

Flood Points Amid Rains

Worth 111 Crore In City Outsklrts

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Hydra Successfully
Reclaimed 1.28 Acres Of
Government Land Along
With A 976 Square Yards
Park Space In Rajen-
dranagar And Balapur
Mandals, Rangareddy
District, On Thursday.
The Estimated Value Of
The Reclaimed Land Is
Over 111 Crores. The
Park Land In Shas-
tripuram Colony,
Mailardevupally Village,
Was Previously Fenced
By Municipal Officials.
Hydra Took Action Fol-
lowing A Complaint
From Locals That Cer-
tain Individuals Were
Encroaching On The
Park Land Using False
Documents. Locals Ex-
pressed Happiness That
Hydra Immediately Re-
sponded To The Com-
plaint Regarding The
Encroachment Of The
Park Space In A Huda
Layout Laid In 1996. In
Jilleluguda Village, Bal-
apur Mandal, Hydra
Also Removed Encroach-
ments On 1.28 Acres Of
Government Land In
Survey Number 76. This
Action Was Taken After
Receiving Complaints
That Certain Individuals
Had Created Fake Pattas
(Title Deeds), Sold Them
As Plots, And Were In-
volved In Encroach-

ments. Hydra Fced

The Reclaimed Park And
Government Land And
Installed Hydra Boards.
This Proactive Stance
Demonstrates Hydra’s
Commitment To Protect-
ing Public Property And
Deterring Land Grab-
bers. The Authorities
Have Issued A Strict
Warning Against Any
Future Attempts At En-
croachment On Govern-

e G e
ment Land. The ngh
Market Value Of The Re-
claimed Land Under-
scores The Magnitude
Of The Land Grabbing
Attempt That Was Suc-
cessfully Thwarted By
Hydra. The Quick Re-
sponse To The Citizens’
Complaints In Shas-
tripuram Colony Was
Appreciated, As The
Park Space Is Vital For
The Welfare And Recrea-

A

tlon Of Local Re51dents
The Use Of Fake Pattas
In Jilleluguda Village
Points To A Systematic
Attempt To Defraud The
Government And Poten-
tial Buyers, Indicating
The Involvement Of Or-
ganized Elements. Hy-
dra’s Action To Immedi-
ately Fence The
Reclaimed Plots And
Erect Warning Boards Is
Crucial To Prevent Re-
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Encroachment. The En-
forcement Team Has Ini-
tiated Further Legal
Proceedings Against
The Individuals Respon-
sible For The Illegal Oc-
cupation And The Crea-
tion Of Forged
Documents. This Drive
Is Part Of A Larger Gov-
ernment Effort To Inven-
tory And Secure All Pub-
lic Lands In The
Metropolitan Area.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Hydra Commission-
er Sri A V Ranganath
Suggested That The
Mushkin Cheruvu
(Tank) Should Serve As
A Model For Various
Organizations Develop-
ing Tanks Using Csr
(Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility) Funds.
The Mushkin Cheruvu
In Narsingi Mandal Is
Being Developed By
Tatva Developers Using
Csr Funds. Representa-
tives Of The Firm In-
formed The Commis-
sioner That The Delay
In Development Was
Due To Incomplete
Boundary Marking In
The Past. The Commis-
sioner Assured That
Action Will Be Taken
To Complete The Sur-
vey Of The Govern-
ment Lands Within The
Approximately 60-Acre
Perimeter And Remove
Unauthorized En-
croachments. He Held
A Meeting With Resi-
dents Of The Nearby
Colonies, Temple Com-
mittee Members, Farm-
ers, Irrigation Depart-
ment Officials, And
Representatives Of Tat-
va Developers. The
Commissioner Assured
That Compensation Un-
der Tdr (Transferable
Development Rights)
Would Be Provided To
Farmers Whose Land

N
Falls Under The Ftl
(Full Tank Level) Lim-
its. He Instructed That
Steps Be Taken To En-
sure Proper Floodwater
Inflow Into The Tank
And A Functional Out-
let. He Advised Tatva
Developers To Con-
struct A Sturdy Bund
Around The Tank,
Plant Saplings, And
Carry Out Develop-
ment Works To Create
A Pleasant And Re-
freshing Environment.
The Emphasis Is On
Sustainable Develop-
ment And Ensuring
That The Tank’s Integ-
rity Is Maintained For
Flood Control And Wa-
ter Conservation. This
Collaborative Model
Aims To Leverage Cor-
porate Funding For Ur-
ban Environmental
Projects. The Focus On
Clearing Encroach-
ments Is A Critical Step
To Restore The Tank To
Its Original Capacity
And Protect Public As-
sets. Commissioner

Ranganath Stressed
That The Mushkin
Cheruvu Restoration
Should Be A Compre-
hensive Effort, Not
Limited To Beautifica-
tion But Including Hy-
drological Integrity To
Enhance Ground Water
Recharge And Flood
Mitigation. The Use Of
TDR As Compensation
Is A Standard Mecha-
nism To Facilitate In-
frastructure Develop-
ment Without
Prolonged Legal Dis-
putes With Affected
Farmers. The Commu-
nity Consultation Held
By The Commissioner
Ensures That All Stake-
holders, Including Lo-
cals And Religious Au-
thorities, Are On Board
With The Development
Plan. This Public-Pri-
vate Partnership Is Ex-
pected To Set A Bench-
mark For The
Restoration Of Other
Tanks In The Hy-
derabad Metropolitan
Region.

SHE TEAM !

SPREADS

AWARENESS ON WOMEN'S
SAFETY AND CYBERCRIME

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

The She Team Bala-
nagar Conducted An
Awareness Session At
Bhagyarathi Degree
College In Idpl, Quth-
bullapur, Focusing On
Women’s Safety, Road
Safety, And Cyber-
crime Prevention. The
Session Provided Val-
uable Guidance To
Students, Particularly
On Harassment
Against Women, Cy-
bercrimes, And Road
Safety Measures. The
She Team Stated That
Women Are Advanc-
ing Equally With Men
In All Fields In The
Current Society. They
Advised Students To
Be Careful Regarding
Surveillance And Cy-
bercrime, Emphasiz-
ing The Need To Avoid
Granting Permissions
To Unnecessary Apps
On Mobile Phones.
They Instructed Stu-
dents To Activate All
Safety Settings On
Their Phones And In-
stall The T-Safe App.
In Case Of Any Emer-
gency, They Advised
Dialing 100 And Press-
ing 8, Which Initiates
Mobile Tracking And
Sends Safety Alerts
Every Two Minutes.
Regarding Road Safe-
ty, They Stressed That
Both The Rider And
The Pillion Rider
Must Wear Proper
Helmets, Knee Pads,
And Gloves. They
Urged Students To Re-
frain From Using In-
toxicating Substances
And Maintain Good
Conduct And Morali-
ty. The She Team Also
Informed The Girl
Students That Accord-
ing To The Amended

Law Against Harass-
ment Of Women, The
Punishment Ranges
From 14 Years Impris-
onment To Life Im-
prisonment Or Even
The Death Penalty.
College Principal
Naveen Raj, Director
Nalla Jai Shankar
Goud, She Team Mem-
bers, Police Person-
nel, Lecturers, And
Female Students Par-
ticipated In The
Awareness Session.
The She Team Fo-
cused Heavily On Em-
powering Women Stu-
dents With The
Knowledge Of Their
Rights And The Legal
Recourse Available To
Them Against Harass-
ment. Cyber Security
Tips Were Delivered
With Practical Exam-
ples Of Phishing, Data
Theft, And Social Me-
dia Exploitation,
Highlighting The
Risks Associated With
Oversharing Personal
Information. The Em-
phasis On The Severi-
ty Of Punishment Un-
der The Amended
Laws Is Intended To
Act As A Strong De-
terrent Against
Crimes Targeting
Women. Furthermore,
The Session Advocat-
ed For Responsible
Digital Citizenship
And Safe Driving
Practices, Encourag-
ing The Youth To Be
Law-Abiding And Vig-
ilant. The T-Safe App
Demonstration Pro-
vided A Crucial Tool
For Immediate Assis-
tance In Emergencies.
Such Proactive Aware-
ness Campaigns Are
Essential To Foster A
Safer Environment
And Build Confidence
Among Female
Students.

Cyberabad Police Bust 3 Crore O nline Fraud, 20 Arrested

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

The Cybercrime Police,
Cyberabad, Successfully
Detected 10 Cybercrime
Cases And Arrested 20
Offenders Across Multi-
ple States During The
'Week Of October 22nd To
October 28th, 2025. The
Investigation Revealed
The Pan-India Spread Of
The Cybercriminal Net-
works, With 14 Of The 20
IArrests Linked To Trad-
ing Fraud. The Police
Seized 24 Mobile Phones
IAnd 19 Sim Cards. In A
Significant Case, The Cy-
ber Crime Police Busted
IA 3 Crore Online Ticket
IBooking & Wallet Fraud,
Leading To The Arrest
Of Five Accused. The
IFraud Involved The Ma-

nipulation Of An Online
Ticket Booking And Wal-
let System Of A Reputed
Travel Company, Result-
ing In A Loss Of
3,00,91,683/-. The Modus
Operandi Involved Ac-
cused Exploiting A Tech-
nical Glitch Where
Canceling A Ticket After
Recharging The Online
Wallet Credited Both The
Refund And The Original
Wallet Amount, Effective-
ly Doubling The Balance.
The Accused Repeated
This Process To Inflate
The Wallet Balance,
Which Was Then Used
For Bookings, With The
Accused Collecting Mon-
ey Into Their Personal
Accounts. The Police
Identified And Arrested
The Five Main Accused.

The Cyberabad Police
Advised Businesses To
Conduct Regular Audits
Of Online Payment Sys-
tems, Maintain Strict In-
ternal Access Control,
And Immediately Report
Suspicious Activity To
1930 Or Via The Govern-
ment’s Cybercrime Por-
tal. The Detection Of 10
Cases And The Arrest Of
20 Individuals Highlight
The Vigilance And Inter-
State Coordination Of
The Cyberabad Police In
Tackling Sophisticated
Cybercrime. The Online
Ticket Booking Fraud Is
A Classic Example Of
Criminals Exploiting
Technical Vulnerabilities
(Bugs) For Massive Fi-
nancial Gain. The Arrest-
ed Accused Were Part Of

An Organized Network
That Systematically Tar-
geted The Travel Compa:
ny’s Digital Platform
The Police Have Success:
fully Recovered Some Of]
The Funds And Areg
Working To Trace The
Remaining Amounts
Which Were Diverted Tg
Various Bank Accounts
The Advisory Issued Tg
Businesses Is Timely,
Stressing The Impor
tance Of Robust Security
Infrastructure And Regu
lar Penetration Testing
To Identify And Fix Such
Exploitable Flaws Before
They Are Compromised
Cyberabad Police Areg
Committed To Ensuring
The Digital Safety Of
Both Citizens And Corpo
rate Entities.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
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As Part Of The Ongo-
ing Police Commemora-
tion Week (October 21-31,
2025), The South West
Zone, Hyderabad City
Police, In Association
With Deccan Blasters,
Hosted A Mega Job Mela
On October 30, 2025, At
Roop Garden Function
Hall, Mehdipatnam. The
Event Was Organized To
Provide Employment
Opportunities To Fresh-
ers And Experienced
Male And Female Candi-
dates In Diverse Sectors
Such As It, Software,
Banking, Pharmacy,
Technical, Accounts,

And Sales & Marketing.
Over 60 Companies Par-
ticipated In The Job
Mela, Offering A Wide
Range Of Job Opportuni-
ties. Southwest Zone Dcp
G Chandra Mohan Was
The Chief Guest. Speak-
ing To The Media, The

Dcp Mentioned That
More Than 1000 Unem-
ployed Youth Attended
The Job Mela, And Near-
ly 500 Selected Candi-
dates Received Spot Of-
fer Letters From The
Participating Organiza-
tions. Dcp G Chandra

Mohan Thanked All The
Acps, Shos, And Other
Staff From The South-
west Zone Police For
Their Hard Work In
Making The Event A
Success. This Initiative
Underscores The Hy-
derabad City Police’s
Commitment To Com-
munity Welfare And
Serves To Commemorate
The Brave Police Person-
nel Who Sacrificed Their
Lives In The Line Of
Duty. The Focus Of The
Job Mela Was To Bridge
The Gap Between Job
Seekers And Potential
Employers, Contributing
To Reducing Unemploy-
ment In The Region.

12 ALTERNATE PHOTO IDS VALID
FOR JUBILEE HILLS BY-POLL: GHMC

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

Ghmc Commissioner
And District Election
Officer R V Karnan An-
nounced That Voters In
The Jubilee Hills As-
sembly By-Election On
November 11th, Whose
Names Are On The
Electoral Roll But Do
Not Possess The Voter
Id Card (Epic Card),
Can Still Cast Their
Vote By Presenting Any
One Of The 12 Alterna-
tive Photo Identifica-
tion Cards To The Poll-
ing Staff. He Released A
Statement To This Ef-
fect On Thursday. The
12 Alternative Photo Id
Cards Accepted Are:
Aadhaar Card, Mahat-
ma Gandhi Nrega Job
Card, Passbooks Issued
By Banks/Post Offices
With A Photograph,
Health Insurance
Smart Card Issued By
The Ministry Of La-
bour/Ayushman
Bharat Health Card,
Driving License, Pan
Card, Smart Card Is-
sued By Rgi Under The
National Population
Register (Npr), Indian
Passport, Photo-Affixed
Pension Documents,
Official Identity Cards
Issued To Employees
By Central/State Gov-
ernments/Psus/Public
Limited Companies, Of-
ficial Identity Cards Is-
sued To Mps/Mlas/
Milcs, And Unique Dis-
ability Id (Udid) Card

Similar Community-
Centric Initiatives Are
Being Planned By The
Hyderabad Police To
Further Engage With
The Public And Enhance
Their Social Responsibil-
ity Efforts. The Success
Of The Mega Job Mela Is
A Testament To The Ef-
fective Collaboration Be-
tween The Police Depart-
ment And Community
Organizations Like Dec-
can Blasters. Dcp Chan-
dra Mohan Highlighted
That Such Events Not
Only Provide Livelihood
Opportunities But Also
Help In Reducing Crime
Rates By Engaging Youth
Productively. The Partic-

Issued By The Central
Ministry Of Social Jus-
tice And Empower-
ment. The District Elec-
tion Officer Stressed
That Having A Name
On The Voter List Is Es-
sential, And Any Of
These 12 Cards Can Be
Used In The Absence
Of The Epic Card. This
Measure Is Intended To
Ensure That All Eligi-
ble Voters Are Able To
Exercise Their Fran-
chise Without Hin-
drance. The GhimcIs Tak-
ing Extensive Measures
To Encourage A Higher
Voter Turnout, Especially
Given The Previous Low
Percentage In The Urban
Constituency. This An-
nouncement Aims To
Eliminate Any Barrier To
Voting Related To Non-
Possession Or Loss Of
The Standard EPIC Card.
The Wide Range Of Ac-
ceptable Documents En-
sures Inclusivity, Cater-
ing To Various
Demographics From
Pensioners To Central
Government Employees.
Wake Of The FGG’s Vot-
er Awareness Program,
Directly Addressing The
Need To Facilitate Higher
Participation In The Up-
coming By-Poll. The Elec-
toral Commission Is Also
WEnsuring That Accessi-
ble Polling Booths Are Set
Up And That All Essen-
tial Services Are In
Place For The Smooth
Conduct Of The
Election.

ipation Of A Diverse Set
Of Companies, Ranging
From Established Banks
To Emerging It Firms,
Ensures That Candi-
dates With Varying Edu-
cational Backgrounds
And SKkill Sets Find Suit-
able Employment. The
Immediate Issuance Of
Spot Offer Letters Pro-
vides A Significant Boost
To The Confidence Of
Job Seekers. The Police
Commemoration Week
Is An Ideal Time To Roll
Out Such Welfare Pro-
grams, Honoring The
Memory Of Martyred
Personnel By Serving
The Community They
Died Protecting.

Southwest Zone Police H_ost Mega Job Mela For Youth
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Telangana’s Liquor Policy Draws
ra’s Attention

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
30th

A Team Of Andhra
Pradesh Excise Officials
Visited The Prohibition
And Excise Commission-
er’s Office In Telangana
On Thursday To Gather
Information On Telanga-
na’s Liquor Policy. The
Ap Excise Team Met With
Additional Commission-
er Syed Yasin Qureshi,
Joint Commissioner
Suresh Rathod, And As-
sistant Commissioner
Srinivas To Inquire
About The Policy Guide-
lines And Procedures Re-
lated To Liquor Sales.

Deputy Commissioner
Dr. K Srinivas From Gun-
tur And Dpeo Sri Mani-
kantha From Palnadu Of
The Ap Excise Depart-
ment Specifically Asked

Andh

Additional Commission-
er Qureshi About How
Liquor Sales Are Con-
ducted In Telangana, Par-
ticularly The Implemen-
tation Of Digital Sales.

They Sought Details On
How Digital Payments
Are Processed In Retail
Liquor Shops, The Soft-
ware Being Used, And
How Digital Payments

Are Reconciled. Addi-
tional Commissioner
Qureshi Provided The
Requested Information
To The Ap Excise Offi-
cials. The Visiting Offi-

cials Stated That The Ap
Prohibition And Excise
Commissioner Sridhar
Cherukuri Has Sent Oth-
er Teams To States Like
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
And Maharashtra To
Gather Information On
Their Respective Liquor
Policies, As Andhra
Pradesh Plans To Intro-
duce A New Liquor Poli-
cy. This Extensive Fact-
Finding Mission
Suggests That The Ap
Government Is Seeking
To Adopt Best Practices
And Learn From The Ex-
periences Of Other States
In Modernizing And
Streamlining Its Liquor
Regulation Framework,
Potentially Focusing On
Digital Transparency And
Revenue Management.

Srihari nghllghts 123 Cr Push For Flsherles Sector

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
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Minister Vakiti Sriha-
ri Participated In A
Fishermen (Gangapu-
tra) Convention In Shai-
kpet Division Of The Ju-
bilee Hills Constituency,
Along With AICC In-
Charge Vishwanathan,
Minister Vivek Venkat-
swamy, And Others. In
The Convention, Attend-
ed By A Large Number
Of Local Women And
Congress Workers, Min-
ister Srihari Promised
To Establish An Interna-
tional Modern Fish Mar-
ket In Shaikpet. He Em-
phasized That Congress
Leaders Are Public
Servants, Not Just Poli-
ticians, Who Constantly
Work To Solve People’s
Problems. He Highlight-

VELL
ed The Restoration Of
Indiramma Housing

Schemes And The Imple-
mentation Of Welfare

Measures Like 200 Units

VIEEEEEEL ERELA

Of Free Power, New Ra-
tion Cards, And Fine
Rice Distribution. He
Questioned The BRS

Party’s Neglect Of Shai-

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

The Sherwood In-
ternational School
Management Located
On Pipeline Road,

Under The Pet
Basheerabad Police
Station Limits In
Quthbullapur,
Showed Overenthusi-
asm By Denying En-
try To A 6th-Grade
Student Who Was
Wearing The Ayyap-
pa Mala Deeksha.
The Student Was
Forced To Wait Out-
side The School. The
Student’s Father
Stated That They Had
Worn The Mala With-
out Taking Prior Per-
mission From The
School And Sent
Their Son To School.
However, The School
Principal Asked Him
To Take His Son
Back, Stating That
He Cannot Attend
School Without A
Uniform. The Father
Expressed Anguish,
Stating That They
Have Been Subjected
To This Inconven-
ience For The Past
Three Days. The Fa-
ther Also Alleged
That The Principal
Mocked Their Reli-
gious Practice, Say-
ing That If Students
Are Allowed To Come
Without A Uniform
While Wearing The
Mala, Then In The

Future, Muslim Stu-
dents Might Come To
School Wearing Bur-
qgas. The Father Re-
quested The School
Management To Im-
mediately Allow His
Son To Attend School
As Usual. On Thurs-
day, Abvp Student
Leaders Staged A
Protest Outside The
School, Calling The
Action Unfortunate
And Stating That
Such Behavior To-
wards Students Is
Unacceptable. After
A Three-Hour Pro-
test, The Manage-
ment Finally Re-
sponded And Agreed
To Allow The Student
To Attend School.
The Ayyappa Swamis
And Protesters Were
Heard Chanting
“Sharanu Ghosha,”
Demanding The
School Management
Issue An Apology.
The Abvp Leaders,
Including Medchal
District Convener
Mrutyunjaya And
Kukatpally Convener
Nagesh, Along With
Other Activists, The
Student’s Father,
Ayyappa Swamis,
And Locals Partici-
pated In The Protest.
This Incident Has
Sparked A Debate
About The Balance
Between School Uni-
form Policies And
The Religious Rights

School Bars Boy Wearing
Ayyappa Mala Sparks Protest

Of Students. Local
Police Were Present
At The Scene To
Maintain Order Dur-
ing The Protest And
Facilitate A Resolu-
tion. The School’s In-
itial Stance Faced
Widespread Condem-
nation Across Social
Media And From Sev-
eral Community
Leaders Who Argued
That Spiritual Prac-
tices Should Not Be
Equated With Uni-
form Violations, Es-
pecially During A Sa-
cred Period. The
Principal’s Alleged
Comparison Drew
Particular Criticism
For Being Insensitive
And Discriminatory.
The School Manage-
ment’s Eventual Re-
versal Of The Deci-
sion Was Seen As A
Victory For The Pro-
testing Groups,
Though They Insist-
ed That A Formal
Written Apology Was
Necessary To Ad-
dress The Emotional
Distress Caused To
The Student And His
Family Over The
Three Days. The Dis-
trict Education Au-
thorities Are Expect-
ed To Look Into The
Matter To Ensure
Clear Guidelines Are
Issued To All Schools
Regarding Such Cir-
cumstances In The
Future.

kpet And The Fisher-
men Community During
Its 10-Year Rule. As The
Minister For Fisheries,
He Cited His First

Action After Taking
Charge Was Accident In-
surance For Fishermen
And The Allocation Of
A 123 Crore Budget For
The Fisheries Depart-
ment. He Stressed
The Congress Govern-
ment’s Commitment To
The Welfare of The Gan-
gaputra Community.
Minister Srihari Stated
That The Congress Par-
ty Believes In Social
Justice, Which Is Why
He, A Member Of The
BC Community, Is Now
A Minister, And Naveen
Yadav, A BC Son, Was
Given The Jubilee Hills
Ticket. He Urged Voters
To Reject The BRS An
d BJP, Which He
Claimed Lacked A Genu-
ine Commitment To BC
Welfare.

Forum Pushes Voter
Awareness Ahead Of
Jubilee Hills By-Poll

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct
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The Forum For Good
Governance (Fgg) Con-
ducted A Voter Aware-
ness Programme At The
Press Club, Somajiguda,
In View Of The Jubilee
Hills Assembly Constitu-
ency By-Poll. M Pad-
manabha Reddy, Presi-
dent Of Fgg, Initiated
The Discussion, Stating
That Despite Voting 18
Times Since 1950, Many
Voters Do Not Know The
Purpose Of Voting, With
Religion, Caste, And
Money Playing A Major
Role. He Highlighted The
Low Polling Percentage
In Urban Areas Like Ju-
bilee Hills (Only 47%)
And Called For Improve-
ment. V Nagi Reddy Ias
(R), Former State Elec-
tion Commissioner, Stat-
ed That The Feeling That
“My Single Vote Will Not
Affect The Result”
Should Be Dispelled,
Adding That Selling
One’s Vote Leads To Los-
ing The Right To Ques-
tion The Mla. R V Chan-
dravadan Ias (R) Stated
That An “Enlightened
Voter Is The Only Protec-
tion For Proper Elec-
tions And Good Democ-
racy,” Applauding Fgg’s
Campaign. M V Reddy
Ias (R) Urged Voters To
“Take An Oath Not To
Succumb To The Money
And Liquor” Offered By
Political Parties. S Gopal
Reddy Ips (R), Vice Presi-
dent Of Fgg, Noted That
Candidates Often Spend
Much More Than The
Prescribed 40 Lakh Ceil-
ing. M Padmanabha Red-
dy Appealed To Political
Parties Not To Lure Vot-
ers With Money And Lig-
uor And Reminded That
The Election Machinery
Is Closely Watching The
By-Election. He Urged
Jubilee Hills Voters To

E

Vote In Large Numbers
And Reminded Them
That They Can Also Vote
For Nota (None Of The
Above) If No Candidate
Is Suitable. He An-
nounced An Interactive
Session With Contesting
Candidates On Novem-
ber 2nd At The Press
Club, Basheerbagh. The
Fgg’s Initiative Is Cru-
cial To Mobilize The Ap-
athetic Urban Electorate,
Particularly The Wealth-
ier Residents Of Jubilee
Hills, Who Historically
Show Low Turnout De-
spite Their Influence.
The Speakers Unani-
mously Emphasized
That Voter Responsibili-
ty Is The Cornerstone Of
A Functional Democra-
cy, And Voter Indiffer-
ence Only Empowers
Corrupt Practices. The
Panel Discussion Deeply
Explored The Discon-
nect Between The High
Educational Attainment
In Urban Areas And The
Low Civic Participation.
Former Bureaucrats
Shared Insights Into
How Unethical Cam-
paign Financing Sub-
verts The Electoral Pro-
cess, Stressing That
Voters Must Resist
Temptation To Uphold
The Sanctity Of Their
Franchise. The Decision
To Hold An Interactive
Session With Candidates
Is A Progressive Step To
Foster Accountability
And Direct Dialogue Be-
tween Aspirants And
The Electorate, Promot-
ing Informed Voting.
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Sabitha Slams Govt Over

Tpn bureau, hyd,
oct 30th

Former Minister
And Maheshwaram
Mla Smt Sabitha In-
dra Reddy Personally
Handed Over A Cmrf
(Chief Minister’s Re-
lief Fund) Cheque To
A Beneficiary Within
The Badangpet Mu-
nicipal Corporation
Limits Of The Ma-
heshwaram Constitu-
ency. Speaking On
The Occasion, The
Mla Stated That A
Government Should
Always Be Committed
To The Welfare Of
The People, But Al-
leged That The Cur-
rent Government Is
Acting Contrary To
This Principle.

Sabitha Indra Red-
dy Specifically Men-
tioned That The Con-
tinuous Process Of

Providing Immediate
Assistance To The
Needy Through The
Chief Minister’s Re-
lief Fund Should Be
Carried Out Accord-
ing To A System, A
Plan, And A Defined
Ratio (Proportion).
She Implied That The
Current Government
Is Not Following A
Transparent And Eq-
uitable System In The
Distribution Of Wel-
fare Funds. She
Stressed The Impor-
tance Of Ensuring
That Genuine Benefi-
ciaries Receive Time-
ly Aid Through The
Cmrf Without Undue
Delays Or Bias. The
Mla’s Remarks Serve
As A Critique Of The
Current Administra-
tion’s Handling Of
Welfare Schemes And
Financial Assistance.

‘Biased’ Welfare Distribution

She Emphasized The
Brs Government’s
Past Commitment To
People-Centric Gov-
ernance And Timely
Delivery Of Welfare
Services. The Distri-
bution Event Was At-
tended By Several Lo-
cal Leaders, Including
Badangpet Municipal
Corporation Presi-
dent Ramireddy Ram-
ireddy, Former Corpo-
rators Surnaganti
Arjun, Peddabavi
Anand Reddy, Pedda-
bavi Srinivas Reddy,
Yenugu Ramireddy,
And Former Co-Op-
tion Member Sk Khal-
il Pasha, Among Oth-
ers. Their Presence
Reiterates The Brs’s
Continued Engage-
ment With Local Is-
sues And Public Sup-
port In The
Constituency.

Bhatti Orders Inmediate
Use Of SDRF, TR Funds

Tpn bureau, hyd,
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Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikra-
marka Mallu, In A
Video Conference, In-
structed All District
Collectors To Utilize
SDREF (State Disaster
Relief Fund) And TR
(Treasury) 27 Funds
For Relief And Reha-
bilitation Measures.
He Directed Them To
Get The Expenditure
Ratified Within 30
Days, Assuring Them
That There Would Be
No Financial Con-
straints For The Re-
quired Works. The
Deputy Cm Stated
That Due To The 48-
Hour Advance Alert
Issued By Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy
And The Cabinet,
Along With The
Swift, Coordinated
Response Of The

For Relief

Government Machin-
ery, The State Was
Able To Avert Loss Of
Lives And Large-
Scale Property Dam-
age. He Directed Col-
lectors And Officials
To Remain On High
Alert For The Next 24
Hours And To Carry
Out Relief And Reha-
bilitation Activities
As Per The Cyclone
Manual. He Praised
Officials For Their
Proactive Efforts,
Specifically Mention-
ing The Covering Of
Cotton Crops With
Tarpaulin Sheets. He
Provided Detailed
Updates On The Res-
toration Of Power In-
frastructure, Noting
Significant Progress
In Repairing Substa-
tions, Lines, And
Transformers. The
Deputy CM’s Direc-
tives Ensure That Fi-

nancial Resources
Are Immediately
Available For Flood
Relief Efforts, By-
passing Potential Bu-
reaucratic Delays.
His Detailed Update
On Power Restora-
tion Directly Ad-
dresses Public Con-
cern Over Utility
Disruptions And
Demonstrates The Ef-
ficiency Of The En-
ergy Department’s
Response. By Empha-
sizing The Success
Of Advance Alert
Systems, The Deputy
Cm Defends The Gov-
ernment’s Prepared-
ness Against Political
Criticism. The Use
Of SDRF And TR
Funds On An Emer-
gency Basis Is Cru-
cial For Rapid On-
Ground Relief And
Infrastructure
Repair.
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The Media India Needs:

A free and fearless
press is essential for any
thriving democracy. In-
dia’s Constitution guar-
antees formal press free-
dom, but the real
challenge today is a me-
dia landscape largely cap-
tive to partisanship and
deference—one that si-
lences scrutiny and sti-
fles meaningful debate.
At a time of domestic up-
heaval and global uncer-
tainty, India urgently
needs a press that holds
power accountable, en-
courages honest dis-
course, and signals when
change is necessary. In-
stead, conformity nar-
rows perspectives, weak-
ens oversight, and blinds
the public to critical
course corrections.

Two recent incidents

highlight this concern. Af-
ter the tragic Pahalgam
massacre and India’s sub-
sequent military response
under “Op Sindoor,” the
domestic media narrative
was triumphant. However,
internationally, the reac-
tion was far less support-
ive, with global coverage
focusing on the loss of
Indian jets rather than
the strategic impact of
the strikes. Unverified re-
ports about strikes deep
inside Pakistan circulated
without confirmation,
projecting jingoism that
cost India credibility.
Limited government
briefings and restricted
foreign media access only
worsened the situation.
Most worrying was the
mainstream media’s re-
luctance to question the

government on security
failures that led to the
massacre. Accountability
was noticeably absent.

A similar
emerges in coverage of
tariff disputes with the
U.S. While India must de-

OPINION
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Honest, Plural, Accountable

pattern

Begin—India Must Lead It

The U.S. dollar, once a sym-
bol of global trade stability,
has morphed into a strategic
weapon of economic coercion.
Instead of tanks or troops,
Washington now uses financial
sanctions, SWIFT bans, and
punitive tariffs to control na-
tions—just ask Iran, Russia,
Venezuela, and now India.

Recently, the U.S. imposed a
50% tariff on Indian exports,
punishing India for buying
cheaper oil from Russia—a
country still deeply entwined
economically with the U.S.
through secret tech deals and
uranium trade. This blatant
hypocrisy underscores a larger
truth: India remains trapped in
an economic system designed
to sustain American
dominance.

Despite being the world’s
fifth-largest economy and a
major geopolitical power, India
still settles over 60% of its for-
eign trade in U.S. dollars.
Whether trading with Russia
or importing machinery from
China, payments flow through
New York’s invisible “toll
booth,” enriching American
banks and reinforcing depend-
ence. This system is not about
efficiency but control. The dol-
lar’s status as the world’s re-
serve currency lets the U.S.
print money freely, finance
endless military ventures, and
impose its will on sovereign
nations.

Prime Minister Modi’s call
for “Atmanirbhar Bharat”
(self-reliant India) is com-
mendable, but true self-reli-
ance is impossible as long as
India’s trade remains dollar-
denominated and SWIFT-de-
pendent. One American bu-
reaucrat can freeze payments
to Indian importers or deny li-
quidity to Russian banks, qui-
etly auctioning India’s strate-
gic autonomy.

The solution lies in bold, sys-
tematic de-dollarization, start-
ing with India’s largest trading
partners—China and Russia.
With annual trade exceeding
$135 billion with China and
critical imports from Russia,
India must shift to settling
transactions in rupees, yuan,
rubles, or even barter arrange-
ments like rare earths for

technology.

Forming a Rupee-Yuan-Ru-
ble triad and championing al-
ternative clearinghouses
such as a BRICS+ system
would diminish dollar hegem-
ony and establish a truly
multipolar financial order—
one where trade isn’t weap-
onized and national sover-
eignty respected.

Modi has resisted Western
pressure admirably by con-
tinuing to buy Russian oil,
but this moment demands re-
invention. India can lead a
new era of economic dignity
by building an independent
financial ecosystem—one that
chips away at the dollar’s
false supremacy and lights the
fuse for a post-dollar world.

fend its strategic inter-
ests firmly, effective di-
plomacy requires realism
and agility. Yet main-

Let the Era of Post-Dollar Power
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stream media shy away
from critically assessing
India’s handling of nego-
tiations, choosing in-

stead to echo commen-
tary that supports India’s
stance or criticizes the
U.S. This one-sided cov-
erage undermines deeper
understanding and
reflection.

Though India boasts
courageous journalists
and independent digital
voices working often at
personal risk, these are
exceptions. Concentrated
media ownership, adver-
tising pressures, and
threats—both legal and
online—discourage inves-
tigative scrutiny. Sensa-
tionalism often trumps
in-depth reporting.

Diaspora communities
must also reflect on their
role. While enjoying me-
dia freedoms abroad,
many support narrow, un-
critical media consump-

tion about India, foster-
ing echo chambers rather
than pluralism. True pat-
riotism means demand-
ing the same high stand-
ards of accountability
and fact-based reporting
for the India we cherish.

A responsible press is
not anti-national—it is
democracy’s watchdog. It
highlights both success-
es and failures, enabling
citizens to hold leaders
accountable. Without
genuine inquiry and inde-
pendent questioning,
public access to informa-
tion shrinks, and democ-
racy suffers.

For a truly developed
India, we need media that
informs and challenges,
not inflames. Honest re-
flection—not flattery—is
the path forward.

The New Battlefield: WhatsApp
Groups and Everyday Conflicts

In today’s digital age,
wars are no longer confined
to geopolitics or econom-
ics—they have found a new,
unexpected battleground:
WhatsApp groups. Once
celebrated as a quick and
convenient way to stay con-
nected, WhatsApp has
evolved into a zone of social
tension, petty conflicts,
and endless
misunderstandings.

Take a simple morning
walk and you might over-
hear heated debates
sparked by WhatsApp dis-
putes. In one instance, a
group member faced back-
lash for buying designer
outfits on sale but not shar-
ing the news with the
group. The irritation? She
frequently forwards mes-
sages but kept this exclu-
sive. Meanwhile, just a few
steps away, another group
fumed over a member who
constantly flooded chats
with mundane photos—
from feeding her dog to wa-

tering plants—clogging up
everyone’s phone storage.

These seemingly trivial
quarrels underscore a deep-
er social dilemma: What-
SApp’s ease of communica-
tion blurs boundaries
between private space and
public sharing. One delayed
reply to a long-lost friend’s
message was enough to end
a friendship, while an ac-
quaintance’s persistent
calls and follow-up messag-
es turned interactions into
a source of stress and
withdrawal.

WhatsApp groups span
diverse circles—schools,
families, apartments—and
while they theoretically of-
fer a platform for helpful
information and camarade-
rie, reality often falls short.
Apartment groups, for ex-
ample, start with polite ex-
changes but quickly de-
volve into finger-pointing
over unpaid maintenance,
garbage issues, and dis-
putes about repairs. Just

when the tension peaks,
someone might innocently
ask about a plumber, briefly
breaking the hostile
rhythm.

The constant pressure to
monitor and respond to
messages can be exhaust-
ing. Whether engaging en-
thusiastically or replying
with indifference, users
risk judgment and criti-
cism. The safest response,
some suggest, is a neutral
one: “Nothing, just
WhatsApp.”

This digital battlefield re-
veals the complexities of
modern communication—
where convenience collides
with social expectations,
and every notification can
become a small war. For
many, WhatsApp is less
about connection and more
about navigating fragile
egos and endless drama. In
the war zone of instant
messaging, sometimes the
best defense is simply a qui-
et retreat.

US Pharma Tariffs: Challenge and
Opportunity for India’s Drug Industry

US President Donald
Trump recently an-
nounced that starting Oc-
tober 1, 2025, a 100 % tariff
will be imposed on brand-
ed or patented pharma-
ceutical imports into the
US—unless foreign com-
panies build drug-manu-
facturing facilities on
American soil. Marketed
as a nationalist “produce
in America or pay” policy,
this move aims to bring
supply chains home but
effectively acts as a blunt
instrument of
protectionism.

India, known as the
“pharmacy of the world,”
produces about 20% of
global generic medicines,
supplies nearly 60% of
vaccines worldwide, and
hosts the largest number
of US FDA-approved
manufacturing sites out-

side the US. India’s $30
billion pharmaceutical
exports account for 90%
of US prescriptions. This
tariff threatens to disrupt
this wvital trade
relationship.

While framed as pro-
moting domestic produc-
tion, the tariff is essen-
tially a demand for
market access through
forced relocation. History
shows that tariff costs
are typically absorbed by
consumers and import-
ers, not exporters. The US
healthcare system’s
heavy reliance on afford-
able Indian generics
means any supply disrup-
tion or price hikes could
severely impact patients,
insurers, and govern-
ment programs. Complex
drug manufacturing can’t
be quickly shifted to the

US due to regulatory, in-
vestment, and logistical
hurdles.

Many Indian firms, like
Dr. Reddy’s and Zydus, de-
rive 30-45% of their rev-
enues from the US mar-
ket, making this tariff a
serious financial threat.
Moreover, Indian-made
medicines are often re-
branded and repackaged
abroad, with profits ac-
cruing to foreign firms
rather than Indian
producers.

However, this challenge
can become an opportu-
nity if Indian pharma
companies act strategi-
cally. They should pro-
mote their own brands
directly in markets like
Latin America, Africa,
and Southeast Asia to by-
pass rebranding by for-
eign companies. Building

regional manufacturmg
and regulatory hubs in
partner countries can
help sidestep US tariffs.
Continued focus on regu-
latory compliance,
backed by diplomatic sup-
port and export financ-
ing, will strengthen In-
dia’s global pharma
presence.

Finally, India must en-
gage multilaterally to
challenge protectionist
tariff rules at the WTO
and other forums, and ac-
celerate R&D investment
to move into higher-value
drugs like biosimilars
and specialty injectables.

If approached proac-
tively, India can turn this
tariff threat into a strate-
gic opportunity to rein-
force its position as a
global pharmaceutical
leader.
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‘RJD, Congress like oil and water, out for , :op.p Says INDIABloc

power at any cost’: PM Modi in Bihar

TPN Bureau | New Delhi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday
launched a sharp attack on
the opposition alliance in
Bihar, saying the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal (RJD) and
Congress had come togeth-
er out of “lust for power”
despite being fundamen-
tally different. Speaking at

an election rally in Muzaf-
farpur, Modi described
their alliance as “oil and
water” — entities that “are
in one glass but not
merging.”

“The real news of this
election is not the abuses
being hurled at me,” Modi
said. “It is the scale of dif-
ferences between RJD and

Congress. Their workers
are fighting each other for
dominance.”

Taking aim at opposi-
tion leaders Tejashwi Ya-
dav and Rahul Gandhi,
Modi called them “two roy-
al scions out on bail,”
questioning whether vot-
ers would “allow these sci-
ons to plunder Bihar

again.” He accused the al-
liance of underestimating
the wisdom of Biharis and
said the opposition had
united only “to capture
power at any cost.”
Predicting a historic
win for the ruling National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA), Modi said the RJD-
Congress combine was

“headed for its worst-ever
defeat” in Bihar. He cited
recent surveys indicating
strong public support for
the NDA, which includes
the JD(U), BJP, LJP (Ram
Vilas), Hindustani Awam
Morcha, and Rashtriya
Lok Manch.

Pitching the “Narendra-
Nitish” partnership, Modi
emphasized the govern-
ment’s focus on women’s
empowerment, mention-
ing a scheme under which
Rs 10,000 was directly
transferred to women’s ac-
counts to promote
self-reliance.

Reviving the BJP’s “jun-
gle raj” campaign, Modi
criticized the opposition’s
election materials, saying
their songs and slogans
were filled with references
to weapons like chhura,
katta, and dunali. “This re-
flects their mindset,” he
said.

Mocking the RJD-Con-
gress promise of one job
per household, Modi
quipped: “Yeh itna phenk
rahe hain ke inke
samarthakon ko bhi nahi
pach raha (even their sup-
porters are finding their
lies hard to digest).”

India Gets 6-Month US Sanctions Exemption for
Chabahar Port

TPN Correspondent | Patna

India on Thursday con-
firmed that its invest-
ments and operations at
Iran’s Chabahar Port will
be exempt from U.S. sanc-
tions for six months, allow-
ing work on the key strate-
gic infrastructure project
to continue uninterrupted.
The Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA) said the ex-
emption ensures that
American restrictions an-
nounced in September will
not apply to the port.

The announcement
comes amid intense India—
U.S. negotiations to final-
ize a major bilateral trade
deal. “We continue to re-
main engaged with the
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U.S. side on finalising the
trade deal. Both sides are
continuing to hold discus-
sions,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said, not-
ing that the Commerce
Ministry is leading talks
on trade issues.

India signed a 10-year
agreement with Iran in
2024, under which state-

run India Ports Global Ltd

(IPGL) pledged $370 mil-
lion in investments to de-
velop and operate the Sha-
hid Beheshti terminal at
Chabahar. The port, locat-
ed in Iran’s Sistan-Balo-
chistan province, is a cru-
cial link for India to
Afghanistan and Central
Asia, providing a trade

route that bypasses
Pakistan.

This is not the first time
Chabahar has received a
U.S. waiver. In 2018, the
Trump administration is-
sued a similar exemption
recognizing the port’s im-
portance for regional con-
nectivity and Afghani-
stan’s access to global
markets.

The MEA also said India
is evaluating the implica-
tions of new U.S. sanctions
on Russian oil companies.
“Our position on energy
sourcing is well-known,”
Jaiswal added. “We are
guided by the imperative
to secure affordable ener-
gy from diverse sources for
our 1.4 billion people.”

External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar has pre-
viously defended India’s
energy decisions, noting
that its Russian oil im-
ports remain modest com-
pared to Europe’s.

Commerce Minister Pi-
yush Goyal meanwhile
said trade talks with Wash-
ington are progressing, ex-
pressing optimism for a
“fair and equitable” deal
while emphasizing that In-
dia “will not sign any
agreement in haste.”

Bihar Assembly Elections| Litmus test for Tejashwi
Yadav’s ‘solo show’

TPN Correspondent | Srinagar

As Bihar heads toward
Assembly elections, ques-
tions are mounting within
the I.LN.D.I.A. bloc over the
strategy to turn the cam-
paign into a one-man show
centered around Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav. While he
has been projected as the
alliance’s chief ministeri-
al face, several allies are
uneasy about the shift
from collective leadership
to personality-driven
politics.

Tejashwi’s emergence
as the focal point came af-
ter weeks of internal
wrangling. The Congress
hesitated until the last
moment before endorsing
him, while Vikassheel In-
saan Party (VIP) chief
Mukesh Sahani report-
edly sought assurances
of being named deputy
chief ministerial candi-
date as a bargaining chip.

The official unveiling
of Tejashwi as the CM
face on October 23 high-
lighted the alliance’s in-
ternal imbalance — ban-
ners at the event featured
only his image, omitting

other I.N.D.I.A. bloc
leaders. Similarly, the
joint manifesto released
on October 28 carried
Tejashwi’s picture prom-
inently under the title
“Bihar ka Tejashwi
Pran” (Tejashwi’s Re-
solve), reducing the
presence of other lead-
ers — including Con-
gress’s Rahul Gandhi

and even RJD founder
Lalu Prasad — to minor
photos.

Atrallies, Tejashwi has
positioned himself as the
youthful, forward-look-
ing leader who can take
on Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s NDA. RJD strat-
egists believe his 2020
near-win and image as a
former Deputy Chief

Minister give him credi-
bility and voter appeal.
However, unease per-
sists among allies over
the RJD’s dominance in
seat-sharing and cam-
paign messaging. Some
within the bloc feel side-
lined and worry that
Tejashwi’s personal pro-
jection could alienate
smaller partners, under-

mining the alliance’s
claim of unity.

Despite the dissent,
RJD insiders remain con-
fident that Tejashwi’s
solo pitch will consoli-
date anti-BJP votes, fram-
ing him as the face of Bi-
har’s future — a
generational alternative
to the long-standing po-
litical order.

Will Be “Wiped Out” in
Bihar Polls

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
predicted a complete
rout for the opposition
INDIA bloc in the up-
coming Bihar Assembly
elections, accusing Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi of “insulting”
Chhathi Maiyya and
hurting the sentiments
of the people of Bihar.

Addressing a massive
rally in Lakhisarai,
Shah said the people of
Bihar would “take re-
venge” for Congress
workers’ alleged re-
marks against Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother and Ra-
hul Gandhi’s comments
about those who wor-
ship Chhathi Maiyya.
“Rahul Gandhi insulted
Chhathi Maiyya, calling
the devotion of millions
of Biharis a drama. The

people will teach the IN-
DIA bloc a lesson for this
disrespect,” Shah said to
loud cheers from the
crowd.

In a sharp jibe at Con-
gress’ top leadership,
Shah urged voters to en-
sure the NDA’s victory
with resounding force.
“Press the EVM buttons
on the NDA symbols
with such rage that the
tremors are felt in Ita-
ly,” he said, alluding to
Congress leader Sonia

Gandhi’s Italian
heritage.
Shah asserted that the

ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance — com-
prising the BJP, JD(U),
LJP (Ram Vilas), Hindu-
stani Awam Morcha,
and Rashtriya Lok
Manch — would secure a
historic mandate under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

atl

and Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar.

He said the INDIA
bloc, led by the RJD and
Congress, was “anti-de-
velopment and anti-Bi-
har,” accusing it of di-
viding communities and
glorifying “jungle raj.”
“The people of Bihar
know what the RJD-Con-
gress alliance stands for
— corruption, crime,
and chaos,” he said.

Shah concluded by
praising the NDA gov-
ernment’s welfare
schemes for women,
farmers, and youth,
claiming that the Modi
government’s focus on
development and social
justice had “trans-
formed Bihar’s image.”

“The INDIA bloc will
be wiped out — their ar-
rogance and insults have
sealed their fate,” Shah
declared.

“Don’t Trigger Me”: 17
Children Rescued in
Mumbai Hostage Incident

L

TPN Correspondent | New
Delhi

At least 17 children
were rescued unharmed
on Thursday after aman
held them hostage in the
Powai neighbourhood
of Mumbai, police said.
Responding to a circu-
lated video in which the
suspect identified him-
self as Rohit Arya and
made chilling threats,
authorities mounted a
rapid operation that
ended with the children
being removed and the
suspect arrested at the
scene.

In the pre-incident
video, the man said he
had chosen hostage-tak-
ing instead of suicide to
force conversations with
unspecified individuals.
“I am Rohit Arya. In-
stead of dying by sui-
cide, I have made a plan
and am holding some
children hostage here,”
he said, listing what he
called “simple demands,

studio

moral demands, ethical
demands, and a few
questions.” He warned
officials that “the slight-
est wrong move from
you will trigger me,”
threatening to set the lo-
cation on fire and insist-
ing he was not seeking
money and was “not a
terrorist.”

Mumbai police said
they acted quickly after
the video began circu-
lating on social media,
deploying tactical
teams and negotiators
to the Powai site. Offic-
ers established a secure
perimeter and engaged
with the suspect while
prioritising the safety
of the children. Accord-
ing to authorities, the
swift response and co-
ordinated efforts by lo-
cal law enforcement led
to the children being
evacuated without
physical harm and the
perpetrator being taken
into custody.

Medical teams evalu-
ated the rescued chil-
dren at the scene and
arranged for further
care and counselling
where needed. Police
declined to disclose de-
tailed motives pending
further investigation
but said Arya’s state-
ments suggested he
sought attention and en-
gagement rather than
material gain.

The arrest comes
amid renewed calls for
vigilance over online
content that may herald
violent acts. Local offi-
cials urged parents to
cooperate with investi-
gators and asked anyone
with information about
the suspect or the cir-
cumstances leading up
to the incident to come
forward. Authorities
said they will continue
probing the case to de-
termine the full chain of
events and any wider
threats.
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Vietnam Floods Kill
10, River Hits 60-Year
High

TPN Correspondent | Bue-
nos Aires

Severe flooding in
central Vietnam has
claimed at least 10 lives
this week, as rivers
swell to levels not seen
in six decades, authori-
ties reported on Thurs-
day, October 30, 2025.
The disaster has inun-
dated more than 128,000
homes across five coast-
al provinces, with wa-
ter depths reaching up
to three metres in some
areas.

The flooding, trig-
gered by relentless
heavy rainfall since the
weekend, has wreaked
havoc on communities
and infrastructure.
Some areas recorded a
staggering 1.7 metres
(5ft 7in) of rain within
24 hours, overwhelm-
ing drainage systems
and triggering land-
slides. The ancient
town of Hoi An, a UN-
ESCO World Heritage
site and major tourist
destination, was par-
ticularly hard hit,
prompting emergency
evacuations.

Tourists and resi-
dents were rescued by
boat from submerged
streets in Hoi An, with
images showing water
lapping at historic
buildings and disrupt-
ing daily life. Local au-
thorities warned that
river levels were con-

tinuing torise, surpass-
ing records last set six
decades ago, and called
for heightened vigi-
lance in vulnerable
areas.

Emergency services
and the military have
been deployed to assist
with evacuations, de-
liver relief supplies,
and support stranded
residents. Officials
have urged communi-
ties to move to higher
ground and adhere
strictly to safety
advisories.

The economic impact
is expected to be signifi-
cant, with agriculture,
tourism, and local busi-
nesses facing extensive
losses due to inundated
farmlands, damaged in-
frastructure, and dis-
rupted commerce. Au-
thorities are assessing
the damage and mobi-
lizing national and in-
ternational aid to pro-
vide immediate relief.

Climate experts have
noted that extreme
rainfall events in the
region have been in-
creasing in frequency
and intensity, raising
concerns about long-
term flood resilience.
Meanwhile, residents
continue to navigate
the rising waters, as the
government works to
prevent further casual-
ties and mitigate ongo-
ing flood damage.

Trump Cuts China
Tariffs After Xi Meeting

TPN Correspondent |
Busan

U.S. President Don-
ald Trump announced
a significant easing of
trade tensions with
China following a high-
profile summit with
Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Busan,
South Korea, on Thurs-
day, October 30, 2025.
Trump described the
face-to-face meeting as
a “roaring success,”
highlighting agree-
ments on trade, rare
earth exports, and agri-
cultural purchases.

One of the key out-
comes of the summit is
the reduction of U.S.
tariffs on Chinese
goods. Tariffs imposed
earlier this year as a
punitive measure on
China’s sale of chemi-
cals used in fentanyl
production will be cut
from 20% to 10%. This
adjustment lowers the
overall combined tariff
rate on Chinese im-
ports from 57% to 47%,
signaling a major step
toward de-escalation in
the ongoing U.S.-China
trade disputes.

Trump also revealed
that Beijing had agreed
to increase the export
of rare earth elements
to the United States and
to resume buying
American soybeans.
These developments
are expected to boost
U.S. agricultural ex-
ports while securing
critical supply chains

for technology and
manufacturing
sectors.

On the technology
front, Trump said both
leaders discussed the
export of advanced
computer chips to Chi-
na, with Nvidia set to
enter talks with Chi-
nese officials to facili-
tate the process. The
discussions mark a
cautious but notable
thaw in technology
trade restrictions,
which had been a major
source of tension be-
tween the two
countries.

The summit, held at
Gimhae International
Airport in Busan, drew
global attention as both
leaders posed for pho-
tographs, signaling a
willingness to engage
directly on economic
and strategic issues.
Analysts suggest that
the measures agreed
upon could stabilize
trade relations in the
near term while leav-
ing room for further
negotiations on tech-
nology transfers, mar-
ket access, and intellec-
tual property
protections.

Trump framed the
summit’s outcome as a
win for American
workers, farmers, and
tech industries, empha-
sizing that the U.S. re-
mains committed to
fair trade while pursu-
ing closer cooperation
with China.

TPN Bureau | Tokyo

U.S. President Donald
Trump praised India for
significantly reducing its
imports of Russian oil,
calling New Delhi “very
good” on the issue amid
his administration’s con-
tinued efforts to isolate
Moscow economically
over the war in Ukraine.

Speaking aboard Air
Force One on Thursday,
following his bilateral
meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping at
the APEC Summit in Bu-
san, South Korea, Trump
reiterated that India had
scaled back purchases of
Russian crude. “India’s
been very good on that
front,” he said, while not-
ing that China continues
to buy large quantities of
Russian oil.

Trump added that the
two leaders did not dis-
cuss oil specifically but
focused on working to-
gether to bring an end to
the war in Ukraine. “It
doesn’t affect China, it
doesn’t affect us, but I'd
like to see it done,” he
remarked.

His comments echo
previous claims since
mid-October that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
assured him India would

GLOBAL

either halt or drastically
cut Russian oil imports,
a key source of revenue
for Moscow’s military
campaign.

Earlier this month, In-
dia’s Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs responded to

Trump’s remarks, assert-
ing that the country’s en-
ergy sourcing decisions
are guided by national in-
terest and consumer pro-
tection. MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal
stated that India’s energy

policy aims to secure sta-
ble prices and diversified
supplies while broaden-
ing its energy partner-
ships, including with the
United States.

“India is a significant
importer of oil and gas,”
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India’s Been“Very Good™ On Russian Oil Issue: Trum

Jaiswal said. “Our im-
port policies are guided
entirely by the objective
of safeguarding the inter-
ests of the Indian con-
sumer in a volatile ener-
gy scenario.”

India has long defend-

ed its Russian oil imports
as essential for maintain-
ing economic stability,
even as Washington con-
tinues to urge New Delhi
to diversify its energy
sources amid global sanc-
tions on Moscow

JD Vance Urges Cuts to Legal Immigration at
Campus Event

TPN Correspondent | San
Francisco

U.S. Vice President JD
Vance called for a major
reduction in legal immi-
gration during an appear-
ance at a Turning Point
USA event held at the
University of Mississippi
on Wednesday, October
30, 2025. Speaking to a
packed audience of stu-
dents, Vance argued that
the United States must
significantly scale back
overall immigration lev-
els to protect American
workers and strengthen
national identity.

“We have to get the
overall numbers way, way
down,” Vance said, em-
phasizing that even legal
immigration levels were
putting pressure on wag-
es and job opportunities
for native-born Ameri-
cans. The remarks mark
one of the strongest state-
ments to date from the
Vice President on immi-
gration policy, reinforc-
ing the administration’s
broader agenda of prior-
itizing domestic labor
and border enforcement.

The event, organized

by conservative youth
group Turning Point
USA, was held at the Pa-
vilion at Ole Miss in Ox-

ford, Mississippi. Vance
took questions directly
from students, adopting a
conversational tone as he

discussed the economic
and cultural implica-
tions of high immigra-
tion rates.

The Vice President’s
comments also come
amid a broader national
debate over immigration

reform, as the adminis-
tration faces pressure
from both business
groups advocating for
more skilled foreign
workers and populist con-
servatives demanding
tighter restrictions.

In referencing the late
Turning Point founder
Charlie Kirk, Vance
praised the organiza-
tion’s legacy of open de-
bate and grassroots activ-
ism, urging students to
“think critically about
what kind of country we
want to build.”

While critics argue
that cutting legal immi-
gration could harm eco-
nomic growth, Vance
countered that a smaller,
more selective immigra-
tion policy would help
stabilize communities
and raise wages. “Ameri-
ca’s future should be
built by Americans,” he
said to applause.

The remarks are ex-
pected to reignite policy
discussions in Washing-
ton over the balance be-
tween economic needs
and national sovereignty
in immigration policy.

Florida Ends H-1B Vi

TPN Correspondent | Florida

In a decisive move tar-
geting H-1B visa misuse
in higher education, Flor-
ida Governor Ron DeSan-
tis has ordered state uni-
versities to prioritize
hiring American gradu-
ates over foreign work-
ers. The directive aims to
ensure that taxpayer-
funded institutions serve
the U.S. workforce rather
than relying on imported
labor.

“Universities across
the country are import-
ing foreign workers on
H-1B visas instead of
hiring Americans who
are qualified and availa-
ble to do the job,” DeSan-
tis stated. He emphasized
that Florida leads the na-
tion in higher education,
producing thousands of
highly-qualified gradu-
ates annually.

The Governor has in-
structed the Florida
Board of Governors to
strictly enforce this pol-
icy. Institutions unable
to find suitable Ameri-
can candidates are
urged to review their
academic programs to
align better with job
market needs.

DeSantis highlighted
specific examples of H-1B
hires in Florida universi-

ties, including computer
application coordinators,
assistant professors in
public policy from China,
and an assistant swim
coach from Spain. He
questioned the necessity
of bringing foreign talent
for roles that Americans
can fill, especially amid

 HIGHER EDUGATION

widespread corporate
layoffs.

In addition, the Florida
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE)
is collaborating with fed-
eral authorities, the State
University System, and
institutional partners to
cancel or repurpose over

$33 million in DEI-related
grants. This step is part
of a broader initiative to
ensure that public funds
support American work-
ers first.

H-1B visas, intended
for specialty occupa-
tions, have often been
used by universities ex-

empt from federal caps,
enabling year-round hir-
ing of foreign employees.
The Governor’s actions
mark a significant effort
to redirect higher educa-
tion employment toward
domestic talent while re-
viewing institutional
spending priorities.
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By enforcing these
measures, Florida aims
to set a precedent in U.S.
higher education, em-
phasizing accountabili-
ty, workforce prioritiza-
tion, and alignment
between academic out-
put and local employ-
ment opportunities.
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Maruti Suzuki Cuts Gar Prices by Up to
Rs 1.3 Lakh After GST Reduction

Maruti Suzuki India on Thurs-
day announced a price reduc-
tion across its entire model
range by up to Rs 1,29,600, effec-
tive from September 22, to pass
on the benefit of the recent GST
rate cut to customers. The coun-
try’s largest carmaker said the
move is aimed at making vehi-
cles more affordable and encour-
aging two-wheeler users to up-
grade to cars.

Entry-level models will see sig-
nificant price drops, with S-Pres-
so reduced by up to Rs 1,29,600,
Alto K10 by Rs 1,07,600, Celerio
by Rs 94,100, Wagon-R by Rs
79,600, and Ignis by Rs 71,300.
Premium hatchbacks and se-
dans are also included, with
Swift down by Rs 84,600, Baleno
by Rs 86,100, Dzire by Rs 87,700,
Fronx and Brezza by over Rs 1.1
lakh, Grand Vitara by Rs 1.07
lakh, Jimny by Rs 51,900, Ertiga
by Rs 46,400, and XL6 by Rs
52,000. Commercial vehicles like
Invicto, Eeco, and Super Carry
LCV will see reductions of up to
Rs 68,000.

Partho Banerjee, Senior Ex-
ecutive Officer (Marketing &
Sales) at Maruti Suzuki India,
said the company is reducing
prices of small cars over and
above the 8.5% GST cut to boost
motorisation in India, noting the

low car penetration of 34 vehi-
cles per 1,000 people. He added
that the move would stabilise the
entry-level segment after years
of volume decline and that GST
rate cuts on car parts will also

ECONOMY
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reduce overall maintenance
costs.

The company will compen-
sate its channel partners for
this “strategic pricing” initia-
tive. Banerjee projected that

the passenger vehicle market is
expected to rebound to a CAGR
of 6-7% in the next financial
year. Maruti Suzuki shares
closed almost flat at Rs 15,802
per share on the BSE following
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the announcement.

This initiative underscores
Maruti Suzuki’s commitment to
making cars more accessible
while stimulating growth in In-
dia’s passenger vehicle market.

SEBI Mulls Allowing FPIs in Non-Cash, Non-Agri
Commodity Derivatives

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) is review-
ing a proposal to allow foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) to
trade in non-cash settled, non-
agricultural commodity deriva-
tive contracts, SEBI Chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said on
Wednesday. The move is aimed at

strengthening India’s domestic
commodity markets and attract-
ing greater foreign
participation.

Speaking at the MCX Metals
and Energy Summit 2025 in
Mumbai, Pandey highlighted
that SEBI has already set up a
committee to suggest measures

for deepening the agricultural
commodities segment. “We are
actively looking at ways to de-
velop the non-agricultural com-
modity space, including metals,
and a dedicated working group
will be constituted for this pur-
pose,” he added.

The proposed change would

enable FPIs to participate in de-
rivative contracts beyond cash-
settled agricultural commodi-
ties, potentially enhancing
market liquidity and offering
international investors broader
avenues in India’s commodities
market. Currently, FPI participa-
tion in commodity derivatives is

largely restricted, limiting for-
eign inflows and investment
opportunities.

Pandey emphasized that ex-
panding FPI access to non-agri
commodity derivatives aligns
with SEBI’s broader goal of
deepening financial markets
while maintaining robust regu-
latory oversight. The regulator
is also exploring other measures
to improve transparency, risk
management, and market par-
ticipation across commodity
segments.

Market participants expect the
potential approval to provide a
boost to metals and energy de-
rivatives trading, attracting for-
eign capital and increasing com-
petitiveness. Analysts say this
could also help Indian commod-
ity markets integrate better with
global commodity flows, while
giving domestic investors more
hedging and investment
options.

The SEBI chairman reiterated
that the proposals are under re-
view and would be implemented
with appropriate safeguards to
protect market integrity, risk
management, and investor inter-
ests, signaling SEBI’s ongoing
efforts to modernize India’s com-
modity derivatives ecosystem.

Nvidia Invests $5 Billion in Intel to Boost Al

Leading chipmaker Nvidia an-
nounced on Thursday that it will
invest $5 billion in Intel to devel-
op Al infrastructure and person-
al computing solutions. The in-
vestment involves purchasing
Intel common stock at $23.28 per
share, slightly below Intel’s
Wednesday closing price of
$24.90. Upon completion, Nvidia
will become one of Intel’s largest
shareholders, holding roughly
4% or more of the company. The
transaction is subject to custom-
ary regulatory approvals.

This move follows increased
interest in Intel from major in-
vestors, including the US gov-
ernment, which acquired a
roughly 10% stake in August,
and Japan’s SoftBank, which in-
vested $2 billion. Intel has also
been raising funds by selling as-
sets to support heavy invest-
ments required for advanced
semiconductor development
amid declining market share.

The collaboration will inte-
grate Nvidia’s Al infrastructure
and accelerated computing with
Intel’s leading CPU technologies
and x86 ecosystem. Intel will de-
velop Nvidia-custom x86 CPUs
for data centers, which will be
incorporated into Nvidia’s AI
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platforms. For personal comput-
ing, Intel will create x86 system-
on-chips (SOCs) integrating
Nvidia RTX GPU chiplets, ena-
bling high-performance PCs
combining top-tier CPUs and
GPUs.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
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highlighted the significance of
the collaboration, stating, “Al is
powering a new industrial revo-
lution and reinventing every
layer of the computing stack —
from silicon to systems to soft-
ware. This historic collaboration
tightly couples Nvidia’s Al and

accelerated computing stack
with Intel’s CPUs and the vast
x86 ecosystem — a fusion of two
world-class platforms. Together,
we will expand our ecosystems
and lay the foundation for the
next era of computing.”

The partnership is seen as a

major step in advancing Al capa-
bilities, bridging Nvidia’s GPU
leadership with Intel’s CPU ex-
pertise, and strengthening the
overall AI and PC ecosystem,
signaling a new era of integrat-
ed high-performance computing
solutions.
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Sensex, Nifty Rise on US
Fed Rate Cut; IT Stocks
Lead Gains

Indian equity mar-
kets extended their pos-
itive run on Thursday
following global cues
after the US Federal Re-
serve cut interest rates
by 25 basis points,
bringing the bench-
mark rate to 4-4.25%.
The S&P BSE Sensex
surged over 350 points
to trade above 83,000,
while the NSE Nifty50
crossed 25,400 in early
trade. Broader market
indices also recorded
gains, with volatility
remaining stable.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strat-
egist at Geojit Invest-
ments, described the
Fed’s 25 bp rate cut as a
“risk management
cut,” highlighting un-
certainties around eco-
nomic activity, unem-
ployment, and
inflation. He added that
with the US labor mar-
ket cooling and GDP
growth projected at
1.6% for 2025, further
rate cuts are possible,
creating a favourable
environment for global
and domestic markets.
Despite this, Indian
stocks are largely driv-
en by expectations of
corporate earnings re-
vival and positive de-

velopments in India-
US trade negotiations.

On the domestic
front, Nifty50 closed
Wednesday at 25,330,
marking gains in 11 of
the last 13 sessions and
recovering over 900
points from its recent
low of 24,404 on August
29. Analysts noted that
the Nifty remains in an
uptrend, with support
near 25,150 and resist-
ance levels at 25,550 and
25,670.

IT stocks led the
gains, with Infosys and
Wipro seeing notable
increases, while inves-
tor activity included
major insider purchas-
es in Jindal Steel (Rs
997 crore), Indus Tow-
ers (Rs 708 crore), Jin-
dal Stainless (Rs 352
crore), Tourism Fi-
nance Corporation (Rs
161 crore), and Paisalo
Digital (Rs 126 crore).

With both global and
domestic factors pro-
viding momentum,
market analysts expect
Indian equities to
maintain their bullish
trajectory in the near
term, driven by earn-
ings optimism, policy
support, and sustained
foreign investor
interest.

GST Inversion Eases, But
Input-Output Rate Gaps

The recent GST rate
rationalisation in India
has eased the inverted
duty structure (IDS)
across many sectors,
but wide gaps between
input and output tax
rates continue to raise
concerns for industry,
particularly regarding
working capital and re-
fund processes. The re-
moval of the 12 per cent
slab and consolidation
into two main rates of 5
per cent and 18 per cent
has addressed most
anomalies, yet items
such as bicycles, trac-
tors, fertilisers, and
certain textiles still
face inversion. For ex-
ample, steel inputs at-
tract 18 per cent GST,
while final products
like bicycles and e-bicy-
cles are taxed at 5 per
cent, creating potential
capital blockage.

In the textile sector,
GST cuts on manmade
fibres and yarn have
largely corrected inver-
sion, with about 80 per
cent of the value chain
now aligned. However,
minor inversions re-
main in polyester fibre
raw materials and tex-
tile machinery, where
input tax at 18 per cent
exceeds the final prod-
uct’s 5 per cent rate. A
textile industry execu-
tive noted that the wide
rate difference, though
smaller than before,

Worry Industry

continues to pose work-
ing capital challenges
and highlighted the im-
portance of a smooth
refund mechanism.

Similarly, in the ferti-
liser sector, GST on key
inputs such as sulphu-
ric acid, nitric acid, and
ammonia has been re-
duced from 18 per cent
to 5 per cent. Yet pack-
aging costs and govern-
ment subsidies can still
result in inversion, as
final product prices
may fall below input
costs. Officials involved
in GST rationalisation
acknowledged these
transitional issues but
emphasized that major-
ity of IDS cases have
been corrected, with
expected savings for
the fertiliser sector
reaching Rs 5,000 crore
annually due to lower
refund outgo.

Industry experts cau-
tion that while pro-
gress has been made,
residual inversions
could incentivize eva-
sion if refunds are de-
layed or capital re-
mains blocked,
underscoring the need
for efficient implemen-
tation and monitoring.
The government con-
tinues to refine rates
and streamline process-
es to minimise such
bottlenecks and sup-
port industrial
liquidity.
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Bengaluru Techie Calls

A viral Reddit post
has reignited the de-
bate on Bengaluru’s
traffic crisis, calling it
a “hidden tax” that
drains time and pro-
ductivity from lakhs of
commuters. Shared in
the r/Bengaluru com-
munity on Friday, the
post narrates the or-
deal of an Oracle em-
ployee living in JP Na-
gar, who says the city’s
gridlock costs him
nearly two and a half
months of hislife every
year.

According to the
post, the techie earns
Rs 28 lakh annually, ex-
cluding stock options.
Out of this, he pays Rs
6.5 lakh in income tax
and another Rs 1.4 lakh
through GST on daily
expenses—already sur-
rendering over three
months of work to the
exchequer. But the big-
ger loss, he argues, is
time. His office, just 14
kilometers away,
should be a 30-minute
commute. Instead, it
takes an exhausting 90
minutes each way. Over
the course of the year,
this adds up to 2.5
months lost—time he
believes is equivalent

Traffic the City

's"Hidden Tax”

- ';__qlr—ﬁ. 3
=T T Biw.
= y PR

to another hidden tax
paid not to the govern-
ment, but to the city’s
poor infrastructure.

The post has struck a
chord with thousands
of Bengalururesidents
who face the same
grind daily. Many ech-
oed the frustration that
India’s “Silicon Valley”
may be powering global
innovation, but its bro-
ken roads, endless traf-
fic jams, and inade-
quate public transport
force professionals to
pay with their most val-
uable resource—time.

Experts say such ur-
ban inefficiencies also
take a toll on mental
health, family life, and
the city’s economy.
While civic authorities
have announced metro
expansions, road up-
grades, and tech-driven
traffic management
systems, citizens argue
change is too slow to
match the city’s explod-
ing population and ve-
hicle density.

For Bengaluru’s
workforce, the message
is clear: the real tax
isn’t just in pay-
checks—it’s the endless
hours wasted in
traffic.

Which Country Holds
The Most Gold?

1. UNITED STATES |

8,133.5 & 2 ceamany

Gold has always been
more than a shiny met-
al—it is wealth, stabil-
ity, and power. Even in
today’s digital age of
cryptocurrency and
online payments, gold
continues to be a back-
bone of global econo-
mies. Nations with
large gold reserves en-
joy a buffer against in-
flation, rising investor
confidence, and strong-
er currencies. The
World Gold Council’s
latest data highlights
the top countries lead-
ing the gold game in
2025

At number one is the
United States, holding
a massive 8,133.46
tonnes of gold in the
second quarter of 2025.
This level has re-
mained steady since
the first quarter and
makes the US the un-
disputed leader in offi-
cial gold reserves
worldwide. Germany
follows at number two,
with 3,350.25 tonnes, al-
though this marks a 25-
year low for the coun-
try, still placing it
firmly behind
America

In third position
stands Italy, holding
steady at 2,451.84
tonnes—a figure that
has barely changed for
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decades, showcasing
remarkable consisten-
cy. Close behind is
France with 2,437
tonnes, maintaining
stable reserves despite
past fluctuations.
Meanwhile, Russia se-
cures fifth place with
2,329.63 tonnes, nearly
doubling its long-term
average and reflecting
its aggressive push to
build reserves in re-
cent decades

These figures not
only underline the
global gold hierarchy
but also signal how
countries use gold as a
hedge against econom-
ic uncertainties. While
Western economies
dominate the top
ranks, nations like
Russia have been
catching up rapidly, us-
ing gold as a shield
against sanctions and
currency instability.
For emerging econo-
mies like India, which
also features in the top
10, gold reserves re-
main a crucial part of
financial security and
long-term strategy

The bottom line: gold
is still king, and the
countries that hold it
the most continue to
wield significant influ-
ence in the world
economy

Charlie Kirk’s Anti-IndiaV
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isa Remark

Resurfaces Amid H-1B Shakeup

Conservative US leader
and staunch Trump sup-
porter Charlie Kirk, who
was shot dead on Septem-
ber 10 in Utah, is back in
the spotlight after his con-
troversial post on Indians
and immigration resur-
faced. Just days before his
death, the 31-year-old
Turning Point USA found-
er declared that America
does not need more visas
for Indians.

On September 2, Kirk
wrote on X that legal im-
migration from India had
displaced American work-
ers more than any other,
insisting that America
was “full” and should put
“its own people first.” His
remarks were in response
to Fox News host Laura
Ingraham, who argued
that any US trade deal
with India would involve
more visas. Kirk’s post
sparked backlash, with
critics calling it xenopho-
bic and damaging to inno-
vation and bilateral ties,
since most Indians in the

US migrate as skilled pro-
fessionals in the tech
sector.

The controversy has re-
surfaced now because for-
mer President Donald

*—"!

Trump, back in the head-
lines, has announced
sweeping changes to the

H-1B visa programme.
From September 21, 2025,
applicants will face an an-

nual $100,000 fee, a move
expected to drastically re-
duce Indian tech migra-
tion. The H-1B visa has
long served as the back-
bone of Silicon Valley’s
workforce, powering gi-
ants like Google, Micro-
soft and Amazon with In-
dian talent.

Kirk, known for his
fiery podcasts and youth
outreach, built a strong
base in conservative cir-
cles, aligning with
Trump’s “America First”
agenda. His critics, how-
ever, saw his stand as part
of a broader push within
the MAGA movement to
curb legal immigration,
even at the cost of Ameri-
ca’s competitiveness.

With his death, Kirk
leaves behind a polarising
legacy. But his last words
on visas highlight a grow-
ing fault line in US poli-
tics—whether America
should remain open to In-
dian talent or shut the
door in the name of
nationalism.

Internet Shocked Over Sky-High iPhone 17 Prices in Pakistan

Apple’slatest iPhone 17 series
has just hit global markets, but
in Pakistan, it’s the jaw-drop-
ping price tags that have caught
everyone’s attention. While In-
dian fans queued up outside Ap-
ple stores in Mumbai and Delhi
to grab the new device on launch
day, social media in Pakistan is
buzzing over how expensive the
phones are across the border.

A viral post on X revealed that
aresident in Pakistan will need
to shell out between PKR 3.65
lakh (Rs 1.14 lakh) and PKR 5.74
lakh (Rs 1.79 lakh) for the new
lineup. The iPhone 17 Pro Max
alone costs around PKR
547,000—or roughly Rs 1.70 lakh.
The iPhone Air comes in at PKR
483,680 (Rs 1.51 lakh), while the
iPhone 17 Pro is priced at PKR
531,680 (Rs 1.66 lakh).

Reactions online have been
hilarious and exasperated in
equal measure. Some users
quipped that “flats mil jayenge
iss daam mein” (you can buy
an apartment at this price),
while others joked that buying
an iPhone in Pakistan now re-
quires taking out a loan. Many
pointed out that with the coun-
try already struggling with in-
flation and economic challeng-
es, these luxury prices make
the iPhone 17 an unrealistic
dream for the average
consumer.

Comparisons with India also
dominated the chatter, where

despite premium pricing, the
iPhone 17 is still considerably
cheaper. Indian fans, though,
face their own problem—Ilong

queues outside Apple’s flag-

ship stores in cities like Ben-

galuru, Mumbai and Delhi.
For Pakistan, however, the

bigger conversation is about af-
fordability. With the iPhone
priced like real estate, netizens
are asking whether Apple’s lat-

est innovation is even worth
it—or if it’s time to settle for
Android alternatives that don’t
cost the price of a flat.

Rare Black Tiger Captured by Indian Photographer

In a moment that has mes-
merized the world, India has
gifted a rare glimpse of na-
ture’s magic. A photograph of
the elusive black tiger, cap-
tured in Odisha’s Similipal Na-
tional Park, is featured on the
October 2025 cover of National
Geographic. Wildlife enthusi-
asts and the online community
alike are celebrating this ex-
traordinary achievement.

The photographer behind
this stunning shot is Prasen-
jeet Yadav, an Indian wildlife
photographer and National
Geographic Explorer. Known
for his dedication and keen
eye for nature’s hidden won-
ders, Yadav has once again
brought India’s unique wild-
life into global focus. The
black tiger, also called the
pseudo-melanistic tiger, is an
extremely rare variant of the
Bengal tiger, and Similipal Na-
tional Park is the only place in
the world where it is known to
exist.

National Geographic high-
lighted the tiger’s striking ap-
pearance, with its dark coat
and subtle stripes, which make
it almost invisible in the dense
forest. The image not only
showcases the animal’s rarity
but also emphasizes the im-
portance of wildlife conserva-
tion in India. By bringing at-
tention to the black tiger,
Yadav is encouraging aware-
ness and protection of the for-
ests that are home to such
unique species.

The photograph has gone vi-
ral across social media, with
enthusiasts, conservationists,
and nature lovers praising the
skill, patience, and persever-
ance required to capture such

a once-in-a-lifetime shot. Many
users expressed pride that an
Indian photographer has
achieved this global recogni-
tion while spotlighting the bio-
diversity of India’s forests.

For Prasenjeet Yadav, this
moment is both a personal
triumph and a reminder of
the responsibility photogra-
phers hold in documenting
and protecting wildlife. The

October cover of National
Geographic is not just about
a tiger—it is about India’s
rich natural heritage and the
incredible stories it contin-
ues to offer the world.
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SinnerAdvances, Zverev SurvivesinP
Masters

Jannik Sinner kicked off
his Paris Masters cam-
paign with a commanding
6-4, 6-2 victory over Zizou
Bergs on Wednesday, keep-
ing his hopes of a maiden
ATP 1000 title—and a re-
turn to world number
one—alive. Following the
early exit of world number
one Carlos Alcaraz in the
round of 32, the Italian sec-
ond seed showed no signs
of pressure, breaking early
in both sets and cruising
through the match in just
one hour and 27 minutes
without facing a break
point.

“I’'m very happy to come
through the first match,”
Sinner said. “I was very
precise, and I also started
off with a break straight
away, which gives you a bit
more confidence.” He will
face Francisco Cerundolo
in the third round on
Thursday.

Reigning champion Alex-
ander Zverev also survived
a tough opener, edging past
Argentina’s Camilo Ugo
Carabelli 6-7 (5/7), 6-1, 7-5.
The German fourth seed
overcame an early deficit
in the final set to keep his
title defence alive and will

next play Spain’s Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina.

The day saw other sur-
prises, including Norwe-
gian eighth seed Casper
Ruud’s defeat to Daniel
Altmaier and a withdraw-
al by former world num-
ber one Grigor Dimitrov
due to a shoulder injury,

granting Daniil Medvedev
a walkover to the third
round. Italy’s Lorenzo Mu-
setti fell to compatriot
Lorenzo Sonego in three
sets, while Canadian ninth
seed Felix Auger-Alias-
sime battled past France’s
Alexandre Muller in a
tight contest.

PLAY /ONE

In other matches, Mone-
gasque Valentin Vacherot
defeated Arthur Rinderk-
nech and will face Camer-
on Norrie, while hometown
favorite Corentin Moutet
lost in straight sets to Alex-
ander Bublik. Russian
tenth seed Karen Khach-
anov overcame Joao Fon-

seca 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 and will
meet Australia’s Alex de
Minaur in the round of 16.
With top seeds falling
early and intense battles
continuing, the Paris Mas-
ters promises thrilling ac-
tion as players vie for cru-
cial points and a shot at the
prestigious crown.

Diana Pundole First Indian Woman to Race Ferrari

Pune-based racer Diana
Pundole is set to make his-
tory as the first Indian
woman to compete in a Fer-
rari in an international
championship. The 32-year-
old will be driving the Fer-
rari 296 Challenge car at

the Ferrari Club Challenge
Middle East, which kicks
off in November 2025 and
will run through April 2026.

Pundole will take on
some of the Middle East’s
most iconic circuits, in-
cluding Dubai, Abu Dhabi,

Bahrain, Qatar, and Saudi
Arabia, in the Ferrari 296
Challenge—a track-fo-
cused, high-performance
machine renowned for its
sharp handling and race-
ready engineering. Her par-
ticipation marks a land-
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mark moment for Indian
motorsport and women rac-
ers in particular.

Speaking about this his-
toric opportunity, Diana
said, “It’s truly an incredi-
ble honour. Being part of
the Ferrari Club Challenge

Middle East as the first In-
dian woman is a proud mo-
ment not just for me but for
women in Indian motor-
sport. I hope it encourages
more women to pursue
their passion for racing.”

Diana Pundole began
her racing career in 2018,
participating in the JK
Tyre Women in Motorsport
program. Over the years,
she has secured multiple
podium finishes across
various racing events, es-
tablishing herself as one
of India’s most promising
female racers. Her consist-
ent performances have
now earned her the chance
to showcase her talent on
an international stage
with Ferrari.

With this breakthrough,
Pundole not only repre-
sents India but also high-
lights the growing presence
and success of women in
motorsports. Her entry into
the Ferrari Club Challenge
Middle East is expected to
inspire a new generation of
Indian female racers to aim
for international glory. As
she gears up to take the
track, all eyes will be on Di-
ana Pundole as she drives
history in the making.

Glenn McGrath Names Top 5 Indian ODI Batters:
Virat Kohli No. 1, Sachin Tendulkar Not In Top 2

Legendary Australian
fast bowler Glenn McGrath
has named Virat Kohli as
his top pick among Indian
ODI batters, followed by Ro-
hit Sharma in a move that
surprised many cricket
fans. McGrath placed
Sachin Tendulkar third on
his list, with MS Dhoni and
Yuvraj Singh rounding out
his top five. Notably, explo-
sive opener Virender Se-
hwag was absent from the
ranking.

McGrath praised Rohit’s
incredible numbers in one-
day cricket, calling them
“unbelievable.” “Three dou-
ble hundreds and the high-
est score of 264 is just un-
heard of. 11,370 runs in 276
matches—probably a little
bit unfortunately ear-
marked as a one-day special-
ist. His stats in Test cricket
should have been better be-
cause he was a class player,”
McGrath said. On Kohli, he
added, ‘At No. 1, it’s hard to
go past Virat. You look at the
runs, average, and strike
rate—unbelievable.”

Rohit Sharma recently
made history by becoming
the oldest Indian to reach
the top spot in the ICC ODI
batting rankings at 38 years
and 182 days, surpassing In-
dia captain Shubman Gill.

His rise came after a stellar
performance in the recent
ODI series against Austral-
ia, where he amassed 202
runs in three matches at an
average of 101, earning the
‘Player of the Series’ award.

Shubman Gill, in con-
trast, struggled in the se-
ries, scoring just 43 runs
across three matches. Ro-
hit’s consistency and
big-match performances
in ODIs have now ce-

mented his reputation as
one of India’s greatest
limited-overs batters, a
fact recognized even by
cricketing legends like
McGrath.

With Kohli continuing

to dominate and Rohit
hitting new milestones,
India boasts one of the
most formidable ODI bat-
ting line-ups in the world,
blending experience with
exceptional skill.

D000

www.truepointnews.com

A brilliant 61 from Tanzid
Hasan went in vain as West In-
dies secured a 14-run victory
over Bangladesh in the second
T20I on Wednesday, taking an un-
assailable 2-0 lead in the three-
match series. Three-wicket hauls
from Akeal Hosein and Romario
Shepherd proved decisive as the
visitors restricted Bangladesh to
135/8 while chasing 150.

Hosein (3/22) made history by
surpassing Dwayne Bravo’s tally;
becoming the second-highest
wicket-taker for West Indies in
T20Is with 81 wickets in 83
matches, including a five-wicket
haul. Shepherd complemented
the effort with 3/29 and also con-
tributed a quick 13 runs in the
lower order, earning him the
‘Player of the Match’ award.

West Indies, elected to bat
first, were powered by Alick
Athaneze (52 off 33 balls) and
skipper Shai Hope (55 off 36
balls). The duo stitched together
a 105-run second-wicket partner-

al'lS  wiClinch 2-0 Lead After
14-Run Win Over
Bangladesh

ship after an early loss of Bran-
don King (1), setting the plat-
form for a competitive total.
Mustafizur Rahman (3/21), Ri-
shad Hossain (2/20), and Nasum
Ahmed (2/35) managed to re-
strict further damage, but late
contributions from Roston
Chase (17* in 15 balls) and Shep-
herd (13 in 16 balls) took West
Indies to 149/9.

In the chase, Bangladesh
struggled to build partnerships
despite Tanzid’s resilient in-
nings, which included three
fours and three sixes. His dis-
missal at 117/4 in 17.1 overs trig-
gered a collapse as Shepherd,
Hosein, and Jason Holder (2/20)
took quick wickets. Bangladesh
lost four wickets for just 18 runs
and ended their innings at 135/8.

With the series now sealed,
West Indies can look forward to
the final T20I with confidence,
while Bangladesh will need a
strong performance to avoid a
whitewash.

Oman Replaces
Pakistan at Junior
Hockey World Cup

Oman will join the lineup for
the upcoming FIH Men’s Junior
World Cup 2025 in Tamil Nadu,
following Pakistan’s late with-
drawal, the International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) announced
on Wednesday. The tournament
is scheduled from November 28
to December 10, with matches to
be held in Chennai and
Madurai.

Oman earned the spot as the
next highest-ranked team from
the Junior Asia Cup 2024, step-
ping in after Pakistan decided
not to participate despite quali-
fying through last year’s conti-
nental championship. The Paki-
stan Hockey Federation
informed the FIH that the team
would not accept the invitation,
citing internal consultations
with their government before
the event.

Pakistan had been placed in
Group B alongside India, Chile,
and Switzerland. With Oman
taking their place, the group
composition has been updated
ahead of the tournament. This
late withdrawal marks the sec-
ond recent instance of Pakistan

pulling out from a major hockey
event in India, after the Men’s
Asia Cup in Rajgir, Bihar, where
Bangladesh replaced them. The
withdrawal also cost Pakistan a
chance to qualify for next year’s
World Cup, as the Asia Junior
Cup served as a qualifying event.

The FIH had initially post-
poned the official draw for near-
ly amonth to accommodate Paki-
stan’s decision-making,
eventually holding the ceremony
at its headquarters in Lausanne.
The Men’s Junior World Cup
2025 will feature 24 teams for the
first time, alongside the Wom-
en’s edition, reflecting the FIH’s
Empowerment and Engagement
strategy aimed at promoting
wider participation.

Germany enters the tourna-
ment as the defending champi-
ons, having won the 2023 edition
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The
inclusion of Oman ensures the
tournament maintains full par-
ticipation and competitive bal-
ance, while giving the Middle
Eastern nation an opportunity to
showcase its growing hockey
prowess on the global stage.




PONT

HYDERABAD, FRIDAY, OCTOBER, 31.10.2025

S(REEN Q0006

Www.truepointnews.com

Nani’s HIT 3 Rules Netflix, Beats 0G and Devara

Natural Star Nani’s
HIT 3 is creating
waves on Netflix,

Sharwa’s Biker Glimpse to
Premiere with Baahubali
& Mass Jathara

Charming star Shar-
wa is set to impress au-
diences as a sportsman
in his upcoming film
Biker, directed by Ab-
hilash Reddy Kankara.
The movie, set between
the early 1990s and
2000s, revolves around
bike racing and tells the
story of three genera-
tions bound by love, am-
bition, and adrenaline-
fueled challenges.

Fans eager for a first
look will get their
chance soon. The mak-
ers are set to release the
First Lap Glimpse on
November 1st. However,
moviegoers don’t have
to wait that long. Start-
ing tomorrow, the
glimpse will be attached
to screenings of Baahu-
bali: The Epic and Mass
Jathara, offering an ear-
ly sneak peek on the big
screen.

Sharwa’s first-look
poster has already cre-
ated a buzz among fans.
Dressed in a red, white,
and black streamlined
racing suit, Sharwa ex-
udes intensity and de-
termination. With his
long, curly hair and sun-
glasses, he perfectly
captures the fierce spir-

it of a professional rac-
er, signaling a perfor-
mance that promises
more than just a stylish
appearance.

The glimpse is expect-
ed to provide audiences
with a taste of the film’s
thrilling narrative and
high-octane action se-
quences. It will also
highlight the emotional
journey that ties the
three generations to-
gether, combining
adrenaline-pumping
bike races with heart-
felt family moments.

Produced under the
banner of UV Crea-
tions, Biker is currently
progressing swiftly in
its shoot. The combina-
tion of Sharwa’s star
power, the nostalgic
1990s-2000s setting, and
the film’s focus on pas-
sion and ambition has
already raised expecta-
tions among cinephiles.

With the early glimpse
arriving alongside
blockbuster screenings,
Biker is poised to be-
come one of the most
talked-about films of
the year, promising ac-
tion, emotion, and a riv-
eting journey on two
wheels.

Yash's “Toxic”Set for

Following the mas-
sive success of the KGF
franchise, Rocking Star
Yash has firmly estab-
lished himself as one of
India’s most beloved su-
perstars. His next ven-
ture, Toxic — A Fairy
Tale for Grown-Ups, has
generated enormous
anticipation ever since
it was announced, with
fans eagerly awaiting
every update. Recently,
online speculation sug-
gested the film’s release
might be delayed, spark-
ing concern among
enthusiasts.

However, the makers
have officially quashed
all such rumours, con-
firming that Toxic will
release worldwide on
March 19, 2026, as
planned. KVN Produc-
tions addressed the
chatter on social media,
reinforcing the release
schedule and putting
fan worries to rest. To
build excitement, the
team shared a striking
countdown post stating,
“140 days to go... His
Untamed Presence, Is
Your Existential Crisis.
#ToxicTheMovie re-
leases worldwide on 19-
03-2026.” The post im-
mediately reignited fan
enthusiasm and rein-
forced confidence in the

On-Time Release

film’s timely arrival.

The project’s produc-
tion has been progress-
ing steadily. Post-pro-
duction and VFX work
have been underway
since April, running
alongside Yash’s shoot-
ing commitments for
Ramayana in Mumbai.
The final leg of filming
is currently taking
place in Bangalore,
promising large-scale
sequences and high-oc-
tane action that fans
have come to expect
from the actor.

Promotional cam-
paigns are set to kick
off in January 2026, cre-
ating momentum for
one of the year’s most
eagerly awaited releas-
es. With its official re-
lease date now con-
firmed, anticipation for
Toxic is expected to
reach a fever pitch in
the coming months, as
audiences prepare to
witness Yash in a new
avatar that blends in-
tensity, drama, and
style.

As excitement builds
across India and be-
yond, one thing is cer-
tain: fans can mark
their calendars, be-
cause Toxic is coming—
and it will arrive exact-
ly on time.

proving once again
that his films have a
loyal fan following
both in theaters and
on OTT platforms.
Despite Nani being
busy with his upcom-
ing pan-Indian pro-
ject The Paradise, di-
rected by Srikanth
Odela, his previous
thriller HIT 3 has
surged in popularity,
ranking third in first-
week viewership.
According to the
latest streaming data,
HIT 3 attracted 4.2
million viewers in its
opening week, trail-
ing only behind Push-
pa 2: The Rule with
5.8 million and Kalki
2898 AD (Hindi) with
4.5 million views.
Surprisingly, Pawan
Kalyan’s highly an-
ticipated OG, which
had generated signifi-
cant buzz prior to re-
lease, has settled for
the fourth spot with
3.2 million viewers.
Other popular titles
in the list include
Kingdom (2.9 mil-
lion), Daaku Maha-
raaj (2.6 million), De-

vara (2.2 million),
and Guntur Kaaram
(2.0 million).

The rise of HIT 3
on OTT platforms
highlights Nani’s
consistent ability to
draw audiences,

whether through his
signature charm,
gripping storytelling,
or engaging perfor-
mances. The thriller,
part of the HIT fran-
chise, has been
praised for its taut

narrative and sus-
penseful plot, making
it a must-watch for
fans and new viewers
alike.

Streaming plat-
forms have become a
major avenue for

star-driven content,
and HIT 3’s perfor-
mance reinforces Na-
ni’s status as one of
the most bankable
stars in Telugu cine-
ma. While The Para-
dise is in the works,
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this renewed atten-
tion to HIT 3 cements
Nani’s reputation for
delivering quality
entertainment that
resonates with audi-
ences across the
country.

With the film con-
tinuing to dominate
OTT charts, it’s clear
that Nani’s magic re-
mains unstoppable,
keeping fans eagerly
anticipating his next
cinematic ventures.

Mahakali Joins Prasanth
Varma Cinematic

Vash Level 2, the lat-
est Gujarati horror
film, has made waves on
Netflix since its digital
premiere, receiving
strong audience reac-
tions and earning
praise from the film-
makers. Reports sug-
gest that Netflix ac-
quired the digital rights
for approximately Rs.
3.5 crore, marking the
highest amount ever
paid for a Gujarati film.

The movie, also re-
leased in Hindi, is being
hailed as a milestone
for Gujarati cinema,
showcasing the growing
popularity and commer-
cial potential of region-
al films in India. Netflix
will stream Vash Level 2
for three and a half
years, holding exclusive
rights to both the Guja-
rati and Hindi versions

Universe
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for the first year. Fol-
lowing this period, the
producers have the op-
tion to release the film
on other streaming
platforms.

Produced by Kalpesh
Soni and Krunal Soni
and directed by
Krishnadev Yagnik, the
film features a star-
studded cast, including
Janki Bodiwala, Hitu
Kanodia, Monal Gajjar,
and veteran actor Hiten
Kumar. The film’s mu-
sic is composed by An-
drew Samuel, while
Shivam Bhatt handled
editing, contributing to
the overall high produc-
tion values.

Industry insiders
note that the deal re-
flects the rising signifi-
cance of regional con-
tent in India’s OTT
market, where plat-

forms like Netflix are
increasingly investing
in diverse stories to ca-
ter to pan-Indian audi-
ences. The strong re-
ception of Vash Level 2
demonstrates that Gu-
jarati films can attract
substantial viewership
and generate meaning-
ful revenue beyond tra-
ditional theatrical
releases.

The success of Vash
Level 2 could pave the
way for more Gujarati
and regional films to se-
cure significant digital
deals, encouraging
filmmakers to invest in
high-quality produc-
tion and storytelling for
wider audiences. The
film’s horror genre and
bilingual release strat-
egy are also seen as key
factors in its digital
success.

Rashmika Shines

onLARedC

Rashmika Mandanna,
who has been lighting up
social media with her
adorable “baby talk”
while promoting The
Girlfriend, stole the spot-
light once again—this
time with pure red carpet
glamour. The actress,
who recently spoke about
her deep love for her un-
born children, appeared
at the Swarovski Masters
of Light Opening Cele-
bration in Los Angeles
last night, turning heads
with a bold, confident
look.

Gone was the sweet,
soft persona fans have
seen online. Rashmika
arrived exuding ele-
gance, confidence, and
that signature sparkle
that has become her hall-
mark. Her outfit was a
showstopper: a black-

and-white gown that
seemed pulled from a
classic Hollywood dream.
The white corset top
hugged her figure flaw-
lessly, while the flowing
black skirt added drama
and sophistication.

Complementing the en-
semble were chunky, daz-
zling diamond jewels
from Swarovski, perfect-
ly matching the grandeur
of the event. Her hair was
neatly pulled back, and
her makeup was simple
yet sharp, emphasizing a
cool, grown-up glow that
balanced perfectly with
the sparkle of her
accessories.

Rashmika’s charm lies
in her effortless presence.
She didn’t need to pose or
overdo it—she simply
walked in, smiled, and
owned every camera

arpet

frame. Fans and onlook-
ers could see she was en-
joying herself, soaking in
the atmosphere while ra-
diating confidence and
poise.

Last night’s appear-
ance marks another step
in her evolving style jour-
ney. From social media
darling to red carpet sen-
sation, Rashmika contin-
ues to refine her image,
blending charm, sass, and
elegance in a way that
feels both natural and
refreshing.

As she levels up with
each public appearance,
one thing is clear: Rash-
mika Mandanna is not
just attending events—
she’s making them mem-
orable. With each glamor-
ous outing, she proves
that her star is only rising
higher.
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