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Minister For 
Panchayat Raj, Rural 
Development, And 
Women And Child 
Welfare, Dr. Danasari 
Anasuya (Seet hak-
ka), Held A 
Teleconference With 
Senior Officials To 
Review The Situation 
Arising From The 
Impact Of Cyclone 
Montha. The Minister 
Specifically 
Interacted With The 
Collectors And Other 
Officials Of 
Mahabubabad And 
Mu lugu Districts, Wh 
ere The Cyclone’s 
Impact Was Most 
Severe. 

Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao 
Spoke To The 
Collectors Of 
Khammam And 
Bhadradri 
Kothagudem Dis 
tricts Over The 
Phone, Issuing 
Crucial Instr uctions 
And Key Orders 
Following The 
Landfall And Change 
In Direction Of 
Cyclone Montha. 
Given The Heavy 
Rains Las hing Across 
The Erstwhile 
Khammam District 
Since Last Night, The 
Minister Directed 
Officials To Remain 
Alert And Prepared.

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

H eavy Rains Are 
Lashing Different 
Districts Of  Telan-
gana Due To The 

Impact Of  Severe Cyclo 
nic Storm Montha, Whi 
ch Crossed The Coast In 
Neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh Overnight.11 
Districts Including Wa-
rangal, Mahabubabad, 
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, 
Jangaon, Suryapet, Nal-
gonda, Nagarkurnool, 
And Siddipet Are Wit-
nessing A Downpour, 
With Rain Lashing Hy-
derabad Also.12

Telangana Chief  Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy 
Held A Review Meeting 
With Senior Officials To 
Assess The Cyclone's 
Impact. The Telangana 
Development Planning 
Society Reported That 
Redlawada Received 
183.3 Mm Rainfall, Fol-
lowed By Kalleda With 
159 Mm In Warangal 
District Between 8.30 
Am And 2 Pm.13 The In-

dia Meteorological De-
partment (Imd) Issued 
A Red Alert For Mahabu 
babad, Warangal, And 
Hanumakonda Districts 
From 1 Pm Wedn esday 
To 8.30 Am On October 
30, Warning Of  Very He 
avy To Extremely Heavy 
Rainfall Accompanied 
By Thunderstorm, Lig 
htning, And Gusty Win 
ds (40-50 Km ph).14 A 
Red Alert Indicates Ex-
tremely Heavy Rain Of  
Over 20 Cm In 24 Hou rs. 
Imd Also Issu ed A War 

ning For Heavy To Very 
Heavy Rainfall In Other 
Districts Including Adi-
labad, Mancherial, Nir-
mal, Jagtial, Karimnaga 
r, And Peddapalli. Au-
thorities Declared Holi-
days For All Education-
al Institutions In Kham 
mam, Bh adradri Koth-
agudem, And Mahabub 
abad Districts.15 Nearly 
500 Students And Staff  
Were Rescued From A 
State-Run Residential 
Boys School In Koma-
pally, Nalgonda, After 

The Premises Were In-
undated.16 Waterlog-
ging On Tracks At Dor-
nakal Railway Station 
In Mahabubabad Dis-
trict Led To The Cancel-
lation Of  Seven Passen-
ger Trains And The Par 
tial Cancellation And 
Diversion Of  Others.17 
Tv Visuals Showed A 
Truck With Its Driver 
Getting Was hed Away 
In An Overflowing 
Stream In Khammam 
District, Highlighting 
The Extreme Danger.

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
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D eputy Chief  Min-
ister Of  Telangana, 
Sri Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka, Along 

With Minister For Indus-
tries And It Sri Sridhar 
Babu, Inaugurated The 
McDonald’s Global Of-
fice Near T-Hub, Calling 
It A "Symbol Of  Trust In 
Governance And Faith 
In Telangana’s Talent." 
The Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Asserted That Hyde 
rabad Has Now Emerged 
As The Capital For Gccs 
(Global Capability Cen-
tres), With McDonald’s 

Choosing It As The Base 
For Its Global Office Re-
flecting Faith In The St 
ate's Exceptional Talent.

He Credited Hydera 
bad’s Strength To The Vi-
sionary Policies Of  Gre 
at Leaders Like Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, P V 
Narasimha Rao, And Dr. 
Manmohan Singh. He 
Stated That Nehru Laid 
The Foundations Of  Mo 
dern India Through Insti 
tutions Like Ccmb, Unive 
rsity Of  Hyderabad, Bhe l, 
And Ecil, And P V Nar-
asimha Rao And Dr. Man 
mohan Singh Deepened 
That Vision By Connect-
ing India To The World 
With Growth, Equity, And 

Inclusion. The Deputy Cm 
Compared McDonald's To 
Hyderabad's Transforma-
tion, Saying Both Have 
Proven That Clarity Of  
Purpose Can Serve The 
Entire World. He Noted 
That GCCs In Hyderabad 
Connect Chicago To 
Charminar And Boston 
To Banjara Hills, Trans-
forming The City Into A 
Global Command Centre 
Where Decisions Are 
Made That Shape Markets 
Across Continents. The 
Deputy Cm Expressed 
Happiness That McDon-
ald’s Will Partner With 
Telangana For Skill Devel-
opment And Employment 
Opportunities For The 

Youth. He Also Appreci-
ated The Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities For 
Their Service To Chil-
dren. He Stressed That 
The New Centre Is Not 
Just Another Building, 
But A Symbol Of  India’s 
Confidence And Telanga-
na’s Talent. He Extended 
A Warm Welcome, Saying, 
“Hyderabad Is Not Just 
Your Office; It Is Your 
Partner. Together, Let Us 
Create A Future Where 
The World’s Best Ideas 
Find A Home In India’s 
Most Dynamic City.” The 
Global Leadership Of  Mc-
Donald’s Attended The 
Event, Reaffirming Their 
Commitment To The City.

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
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F or mer Indian 
Cricket Captain M 
ohammed Azharu 
ddin Is Likely To 

Be Inducted Into The 
Telangana Cabinet On 
Friday (October 31), Ac-
cording To Congress 
Sources.8 This Move 
Comes Two Months Af-
ter The State Cabinet 
Nominated Him As A 
Member Of  The Legis-
lative Council (Mlc) Un-
der The Governor’s Qu 
ota, Which Had Initial-
ly Caused Confusion As 
He Was Also Seeking 
The Jubilee Hills As-
sembly By-Election 
Ticket.

However, Azharud-
din’s Humble Accept-
ance Of  The Mlc Nomi-
nation Hinted At An 
Assurance From The 
Party Leadership For A 
Cabinet Berth. The 

Party Recently Anno 
unced Naveen Yadav As 
Its Candidate For The 
November 11 By-Elec-
tion. Azharuddin's In-
duction Is Expected To 
Finally Give Represen-
tation To The Muslim 
Community In The 
Cabinet, Addressing 
Long-Standing Criti-
cism Directed At The 

Ruling Congress Party 
For Not Having A Sin-
gle Muslim Minister 
Since It Came To Power 
Nearly Two Years Ago.9 
The 62-Year-Old For-
mer Mp Was Keen To 
Re-Enter The Fray In 
Jubilee Hills, But The 
Leadership Persuaded 
Him To Accept The Mlc 
Nomination With The 

Assurance Of  A Cabi-
net Post. His Elevation 
Is Also Expected To 
Help The Congress Par-
ty Reach Out To Mus-
lims, Who Constitute 
About 30 Per Cent Of  
The Electorate In Jubi-
lee Hills,  An Area 
Where The Brs Has 
Been Actively Target-
ing The Congress For 
Allegedly "Deceiving" 
The Community And 
"Betraying" Azharud-
din. The Cabinet Was 
Formed In December 
2023 With 12 Ministers 
And Expanded In June 
2025 With Three More, 
Leaving Three Posts 
Still Vacant Out Of  A 
M a x i m u m  O f  1 8 . 
Azharuddin’s Political 
Background Includes 
Being Elected To The 
Lok Sabha From Mo-
radabad In 2009 And 
Serving As Working 
President Of  The Tel-
angana Congress.10

CYCLONE MONTHA TRIGGERS HEAVY 
RAINS: RED ALERT ISSUED IN TELANGANA

Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy Held A 
Review Meeting With Senior Officials To Assess The 
Cyclone's Impact. The Telangana Development 
Planning Society Reported That Redlawada Received 
183.3 Mm Rainfall, Followed By Kalleda With 159 Mm In 
Warangal District Between 8.30 Am And 2 Pm.13 The 
India Meteorological Department (Imd) Issued A Red 
Alert For Mahabu babad, Warangal, And Hanumakonda 
Districts From 1 Pm Wedn esday To 8.30 Am On 
October 30, Warning Of Very He avy To Extremely 
Heavy Rainfall Accompanied By Thunderstorm, Lig 
htning, And Gusty Win ds (40-50 Km ph).

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

T he Movement 
Of  Trains Was 
Disrupted At Dor 
nakal In Telan-

gana's Mahabubabad 
District Due To Flood-
ed Railway Tracks 
Following Heavy Rain 
Under The Impact Of  
Severe Cyclone Mon-
tha.19 The Guntur-Se-
cunderabad Golconda 
Express Was Stopped 
At Dornakal Railway 
Station, While The M 
umbai-Bhubaneswar 
Konark Express And 
The Adilabad-Tirupa-
ti Krishna Express 
Were Halted At Maha-
bubabad Railway St 
ation.

The South Central 
Railway (Scr) Has Al-
ready Canceled 127 
Trains And Diverted 
14 Trains Due To Cy-

clone Montha's Impa 
ct.20 The Scr Annou 
nced The Cancellation 
Of  Major Services In-
cluding The Secun-
derabad-Visakhapat-
nam Express And 
Howrah-Secundera 
bad Falaknuma Expr 
ess Scheduled To De-
part On October 29 An 
d 30, Respectively.21 O 
ther Canceled Trains 
Included Nanded – Vi-
sakhapatnam And N 
arasapur – Guntur.22 
Scr General Manager 
Sanjay Kumar Srivas-
tava Conducted A Re-
view Meeting On The 
Safety Of  Train Oper-
ations And Prepared-
ness To Tackle The Cy 
clone Situation, Hold-
ing Detailed Reviews 
With The Vijayawada 
And Guntur Divisio 
ns.23 He Directed Of-
ficials To Closely Mon 
itor The Cyclone's Pat 
h And Liaise With Stat 

e Government Officia 
ls And Ndrf  Teams To 
Monitor The Position 
Of  Railway-Affected 
Tanks. He Also Or-
dered The Monsoon 
Patrolling Of  Tracks 
In Likely Affected Sec-
tions, With Stationary 
Watchmen Posted At 
All Vulnerable Bridg-
es And Locations To 
Get Real-Time Infor-
mation. The Scr Has 
Prioritized Passenger 
Safety And Is Working 
To Ensure That Alter-
native Arrangements 
Are Made For Strand-
ed Passengers. The E 
xtent Of  The Damage 
To  The Railway Infra-
structure In The Af-
fected Sections Is Still 
Being Assessed, And 
Restoration Work Will 
Begin Immediately O  
nce The Weather Per-
mits To Resume Norm 
al Train Operations.

RAINS DISRUPT RAIL SERVICES; 
SCR CANCELS 127 TRAINS

CM PUTS ADMIN ON ALERT AMID RAINS
Tpn bureau, hyd, 
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F ollowing Heavy 
Rains Under The In-
fluence Of  Cyclone 
Montha Across The 

State, Chief  Minister 
Shri A Revanth Reddy 
Instructed The Entire 
Administration To Re-
main On High Alert. 
The Chief  Minister En-
quired About The Cy-
clone's Impact, Especia 
lly On Paddy Har vest-
ing, And Instructed Au-
thorities To Take Neces-
sary Precautions To Pre 
vent Losses.1 Special Ar 
rangements Sho uld Al 
so Be Made At Th e Pad-
dy And Cotton Pro cure-
ment Centres. Officials 
Briefed The Cm That 
The Impact Is Expected 
To Be More Severe In 
Khammam, Warangal, 
And Nalgonda District 
s.2 With Hyderabad Wit-
nessing Heavy Rains, 
Cm Revanth Reddy Or-
dered Local Civic Au-

thorities To Deploy Dis-
aster Man agement 
Teams To Rescue People 
In Inundated Areas In 
The City.3 Following Th 
e Stoppage And Diver-
sion Of  Several Trains, 
Including The Golconda 
Express And Konark Ex 
press, The Chief  Minis-
ter Suggested That Al-
ternative Arrangemen 
ts Should Be Made With 
out Any Inconvenience 
To The Stranded Pas-
sengers.4 He Directed 
Sdrf  And Ndrf  Teams 
To Take Up Coordinated 
Rescue Operations In 

The Affected Districts 
Under The Guidance Of  
District Collectors. In 
View Of  The Overflow-
ing Of  Rivulets And Ca-
nals, The Cm Instructed 
District Officials To 
Evacuate Families Re-
siding In Low-Lying Ar-
eas And Shift Them To 
Relief  Camps.5 The 
State Irrigation Depart-
ment Was Alerted To 
Closely Monitor Water 
Levels At All Projects 
And Reservoirs, With 
Instructions To Alert 
District Collectors Be-
fore Water Release.6 

The Cm Instructed Of-
ficials To Stop Vehicle 
Traffic On Flooded 
Low-Level Bridges And 
Causeways, Ordering 
Police And Revenue Of-
ficials To Set Up Barri-
cades.7 The Cm Also 
Warned Of  The Risk Of  
Epidemics And Direct-
ed City, Municipal, And 
Village Sanitation Staff  
To Undertake Continu-
ous Sanitation Work To 
Prevent The Breeding 
Of  Mosquitoes And 
Other Insects. Adequate 
Availability Of  Medi-
cines, Opening Of  Medi-
cal Camps, And Precau-
tions To Prevent Loss 
Of  Life, Property, And 
Livestock Were Prior-
itized. The Ghmc, Hyd-
rara, Sdrf, And Fire De-
partment Personnel 
Were Specifically In-
structed To Respond Im-
mediately To Requests 
From People In Hy-
derabad City, Emphasiz-
ing Coordinated Action 
A m o n g  A l l  K e y 
Departments.

AZHARUDDIN LIKELY TO BE INDUCTED INTO CABINET

McDonald’s Opens Global Office In Hyderabad 
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TELANGANA

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

A Man Was Swept 
Away By The Kagna 
River Near Virisetti-
pally Village In Tandu 
r Mandal, Vikarabad 
District. The Victim, 
Identified As Narsim-
hulu From Aganoor 
Village, 

Yelala Mandal, Was 
Accidentally Trapped 
In The River's Strong 
Cur rent. Observing 
His Predicament, Thr 
ee Youths From Viri-
settipally—Shravan, 

Harish Kumar, And 
Shan kar—Rushed To 
The Riverbank To Ini-
tiate The Rescue.

Shravan And Harish 
Dived Into The Swollen 
Stream And Swam To-
wards Narsimhulu, 
Managing To Bring 
Him To A Mud Mound 
In The Middle Of  The 
Water. Subsequently, 
Shankar Threw A 
Rope, Which The Gro 
up Used To Safely Re 
ach The Bank. Narsim-
hulu Survived Due To 
The Courage And 

Timely Action Of  The 
Youths. The Incident 
Occurred Following 
Heavy Rainfall In The 
Catchment Area, Whi  
ch Led To A Sudden 
And Dangerous Surge 
In The River’s Flow. 

The Youths Display 
ed Exceptional Brav-
ery And Presence Of  
Mind In Coordinating 
The Rescue Effort Un-
der Such Treacherous 
Conditions. Local Au-
thorities And Villagers 
Highly Commended 
The Heroic Actions Of  

Shravan, Harish, And 
Shankar, Recognizing 
Their Selfless Risk-
Taking To Save A Life. 
The Rescue Served As 
A Stark Reminder Of  
The Dangers Of  Cross-
ing Swollen Water Bod-
ies During The Mon-
soon Season. Police 
Officials Arrived At 
The Scene To Record 
The Incident And Reit-
erate Safety Warnings 
To The Local Popula-
t i o n  A g a i n s t  Ap -
proaching High-Flow 
Rivers and Streams.

BANNER 
Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 

29th
Minister For Pan-

chayat Raj, Rural Devel-
opment, And Women 
And Child Welfare, Dr. 
Danasari Anasuya (Seet 
hakka), Held A Telecon-
ference With Senior Of-
ficials To Review The 
Situation Arising From 
The Impact Of  Cyclone 
Montha. The Minister 
Specifically Interacted 
With The Collectors 
And Other Officials Of  
Mahabubabad And Mu 

lugu Districts, Wh ere 
The Cyclone's Impact 
Was Most Severe.  She 
Ordered Officials To Co 
ntinuously Review The 
Situation And Be Pre-
pared For Emergency 
Measures.  Minister 
Seethakka Advised The 
Public To Be Vigilant 
And Exercise Self-Re-
straint Amidst The Se-
vere Cold Winds. She 
Instructed Farmers And 
Herders To Take Neces-
sary Precautions Re-
garding Their Cattle 
And Crops. The Minis-

ter Clearly Stated That 
Fishermen Should Not 
Venture Out For Fish-
ing. She Urged The Pub-
lic Not To Attempt To 
Cross Swollen Streams 
And Tanks And To Stay 
Away From Areas With 
Heavy Water Flow. Re-
ceiving Information Th 
at Trains Were Stranded 
In Several Places, She 
Ordered Officials To Im-
mediately Undertake 
Relief  Measures To Pre-
vent Any Inconvenience 
To Passengers, Includ-
ing Providing Food And 

Drinking Water. Minis-
ter Seethakka Request-
ed The Public To Adhere 
To Government Orders 
Until The Cyclone's Im-
pact Lessens And Not To 
Leave Their Homes Un-
less It Is Absolutely Es-
sential. The Minister's 
Swift Action Aims To 
Ensure A Coordinated 
And Effective Response 
Across Multiple Gov-
ernment Departments. 
She Emphasized The 
Role Of  The Panchayat 
Raj  De par tment In 
Clearing Roads And 

Drainage Channels In 
Rural Areas And The 
Women And Child Wel-
fare Department In En-
suring The Safety Of  
Children And Women In 
Relief  Shelters. She Di-
rected Officials To Acti-
vate The Village Disas-
ter Response Teams And 
Conduct Continuous 
Public Announcements 
To Keep Residents In-
formed About The Ch 
anging Weather Condi-
tions And Safety Prot 
ocols.

State Orders Vigil As Cyclone Montha Batters Districts

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao Spoke 
To The Collectors Of  
Khammam And Bhad-
radri Kothagudem Dis 
tricts Over The Phone, 
Issuing Crucial Instr 
uctions And Key Or-
ders Following The 
Landfall And Change 
In Direction Of  Cy-
clone Montha. Given 
The Heavy Rains Las 
hing Across The Erst-
while Khammam Dis-
trict Since Last Night, 
The Minister Directed 
Officials To Remain 
Alert And Prepared.

Minister Tummala 
Advised Farmers To 
Protect Their Crops 
From The Rains, Not 
To Rush To Sell Their 
Produce, And To Post-
pone Paddy Harvest-
ing. He Instructed Of-
ficials To Alert Resid 
ents Of  Low-Lying Vil-
lages And Ensure 
That People Do Not At-
tempt To Cross Swol-
len Streams And Wa-
ter Bodies, Requesting 
The Utilization Of  Po-
lice Services For This 
Purpose. In View Of  
The Potential Increase 
In Flood Intensity, He 
Ordered Irrigation De-

partment Officials 
And Staff  To Continu-
ously Monitor The 
Tanks And Reservoirs. 
The Minister Also 
Urged The Public Not 
To Leave Their Homes 
Unless Absolutely 
Necessary. The Minis-
ter's Direct Interven-
tion Underscores The 
Government's Priority 
On Disaster Prepared-
ness And Minimizing 
Loss Of  Life And Prop-
erty. He Ordered The 
Establishment Of  
Round-The-Clock Con-
trol Rooms At The Col-
lectorates And Mandal 
Levels To Swiftly Ad-

dress Any Emergency 
Situation.  Special 
Teams Were Directed 
To Be Formed To En-
sure The Timely Evac-
uation Of  Vulnerable 
Populations, Especial-
ly Those Residing 
Near The Banks Of  
The River Godavari 
And Its Tributaries. 
He Stressed The Need 
To Stockpile Essential 
Supplies, Including 
Food And Medicines, 
In Designated Relief  
Camps And Ensure 
The Proper Function-
ing Of  Drainage Sys-
tems To Avoid Urban 
Flooding.

COLLECTORS TOLD TO BE 
VIGILANT AMIDST CYCLONE YOUTHS RESCUE MAN STRANDED 

IN KAGNA RIVER IN VIKARABAD

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th Heavy Rains Are 
Lashing Khammam Dis-
trict Due To Cyclone 
Montha (Cyclone Mon-
tha). Consequently, The 
Jannaram Stream In 

Konijerla Mandal Is 
Flowing Fiercely. A Lor-
ry Traveling From En-
koor Towards Kham-
mam Was Swept Away 
By The Floodwaters At 
The Jannaram Crossi 

ng. The Driver Is Report-
ed To Be Trapped Inside 
The Vehicle. Local Au-
thorities And Rescue 
Teams Have Been Mobi-
lized To The Spot To Ini-
tiate Rescue Operations. 

The Continuous Heavy 
Flow Of  Water Is Ham-
pering Rescue Efforts, 
Making It Difficult For 
Teams To Approach The 
Stranded Vehicle. Police 
Have Cordoned Off  The 

Area And Are Warning 
The Public Not To Ven-
ture Near The Swollen 
Strea m. The Adminis-
tration Is Deploying 
Specialized Disaster Re-
sponse Personnel To 

Safely Extract The Driv-
er. The Incident High-
lights The Extreme Dan-
ger Posed By Attempting 
To Cross Flooded Cause-
ways And Streams Dur-
ing The Cyclone's Imp 

act. Officials Have Is-
sued Strict  Orders 
Against Non-Essential 
Travel In The Affected 
Areas Until The Flood-
water Recedes. The Dis-
trict Collector Is Person-

ally Monitoring The 
Rescue Operation And 
Has Directed All Rele-
vant Departments To 
Work In Coordination 
To Ensure The Driver's 
Safety.

LORRY SWEPT AWAY IN KHAMMAM; DRIVER TRAPPED INSIDE

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th Minister Sridhar 
Babu Attended The Inau-
guration Of  The Global 
Office Of  The Interna-
tional Fast-Food Giant, 
McDonald’s, Which Has 
Been Established Over 
1.56 Lakh Square Feet In 
Hi-Tech City. The Minis-
ter Extended His Heart-
felt Thanks To The Glob-
al Leadership Of  Mc 
Donald’s For Choosing 
Hyderabad For Their 
Largest Office Outside 
The United States.

He Stated That This 
Decision Is A Powerful 
Testament To The Con-
d u c ive  E c o s y s t e m , 

World- Class Infrastruc-
ture, Talented Work-
force, Stable Govern-
ment, And Effective 
Leadership That Telan-
gana Offers For Indus-
trial Growth, Calling It 
"Living Proof" Of  The 
Government’s Efficient 
Performance And Global 
Trust. The Minister Not-
ed That McDonald’s Is A 
Symbol Of  Globaliza-
tion, Made Possible By 
The Visionary Economic 
Liberalization (Lpg) Re-
forms Introduced In 1991 
By Then Prime Minister 
P V Narasimha Rao. He 
Highlighted That Hy-
derabad Is Now Attract-

ing Global Attention As 
A Global Ccc (Global Ca-
pability Centre) Hub, 
Not Limited To Technol-
ogy Alone. He Mentioned 
That The Hospitality Gi-
ant Marriott Has Also 
Chosen Hyderabad To 
Set Up Its First Global 
Capability Centre. In 
Pursuit Of  The Vision 
Of  A “Rising Telanga-
na,” The Government 
Prioritizes Collaborating 
With Global Giants Like 
McDonald’s To Achieve 
Shared Progress And In-
novation. The Establish-
ment Of  Such A Massive 
Global Capability Centre 
Is Expected To Create 

Thousands Of  High-Val-
ue Jobs For The Local 
Youth, Further Bolster-
ing Hyderabad's Position 
As A Top Investment 
Destination. Minister 
Babu Reaffirmed The 
Government's Commit-
ment To Streamlining 
Regulatory Processes 
And Providing All Nec-
essary Support To Multi-
national Corporations. 
He Announced Plans To 
Launch A New Policy 
Framework Aimed At 
Attracting More Global 
Capability Centers In 
Non-Tech Sectors, Lever-
aging The State's Diverse 
Talent Pool.

SRIDHAR BABU INAUGURATES 
MCDONALD’S LARGEST GLOBAL 

OFFICE OUTSIDE US IN HYDERABAD

DEPUTY CM BHATTI VIKRAMARKA 
MALLU ORDERS IMMEDIATE 

RELEASE OF ₹303 CRORES FOR 
OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIP DUES

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Bhatti Vikramarka 
Mallu Directed The Fi-
nance Department Of-
ficials To Immediately 
Release ₹303 Crores To-
wards Pending Over-
seas Scholarship Dues 
For Sc, St, Bc, Oc, And 
Minority Students. He 
Issued Strict Instruc-
tions That All Pending 
Amounts From 2022 
Till  Date Must Be 
Cleared At Once.

The Deputy Cm’s Di-
rective Has Brought Im-
mense Relief  And Joy 
To Thousands Of  Fami-
lies Who Had Been Fac-
ing Distress And Disap-
pointment For A Long 
Time. Many Students 
From Poor And Middle-
Class Families Went 
Abroad Under The 
S ch e m e  Wi t h  T h e 
Dream Of  Pursuing 
Higher Education. 
However, The Non-Re-
lease Of  Scholarship 
Funds Since The Previ-
ous Government’s Ten-
ure Caused Severe 
Mental And Financial 
Stress To Students 
Abroad And Their Par-
ents In Telangana. Add-
ing To The Pressure, 
Countries Like The U.S. 
And U.K. Have Imposed 
New Restrictions. Stu-
dents Are Facing In-
creasing Financial Bur-

dens, With Rising Costs 
And Limited Work Op-
portunities. Under-
standing The Gravity 
Of  The Situation, Dep-
uty Cm Bhatti Vikra-
marka Mallu Prior-
itized The Issue And 
Ordered Immediate 
Clearance, Rekindling 
Hope Among Strug-
gling Families. Fami-
lies Expressed Happi-
n e s s  T h a t  T h e 
Government Is Extend-

ing Crucial Support Of  
About ₹20 Lakhs Per 
Student Even In Chal-
l e n g i n g  F i n a n c i a l 
Circumstances. 

Overseas Students 
Conveyed Gratitude, 
Stating That This Time-
ly Financial Support 
Would Help  T hem 
Achieve Their Academ-
ic Goals And Return To 
Contribute Meaning-
fully To The State And 

The Nation. This Deci-
sive Action By The Dep-
uty CM Highlights The 
C o n g r e s s  G ove r n -
ment’s Commitment To 
Student Welfare And 
Clearing The Adminis-
trative Backlog Left By 
The Previous Regime. 
The Immediate Release 
Of  Funds Will Allow 
Students To Focus On 
Their Studies Without 
The Burden Of  Mount-
ing Debts And Fees.
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Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Minister For Revenue, 
Housing, Information, 
And Public Relations, 
Ponguleti Srinivasa 
Reddy, Stated That The 
Primary Goal Of  The In-
diramma Government 
Is To Construct And Pro-
vide Indiramma Houses 
To All Eligible Poor Peo-
ple In The State. He 
Mentioned That Over 
Four Lakh Houses Have 
Already Been Sanc-
tioned, With Over Three 
Lakh In Various Stages 
Of  Construction.

Minister Ponguleti 
Led A Padayatra (Foot 
March) In Karmika Na-
gar, Rehmat Nagar Divi-
sion, As Part Of  The Ju-
bilee Hills Election 
Campaign In Support 
Of  Congress Candidate 
Naveen Yadav. During 
The Event, Approxi-
mately 300 People From 

The Trs Joined The Con-
gress Party In His Pres-
ence. Despite The Rain, 
The Minister Continued 
His Campaign, Having 

Been Appointed The 
Congress In-Charge For 
The Division Just Two 
Days Prior. He An-
nounced That The Gov-

ernment Has Relaxed 
Indiramma Housing 
Rules To Benefit The 
Poor In Urban Areas. He 
Criticized The Previous 

Kcr Regime For Not 
Building  A Single 
House For The Poor 
Over Ten Years, Alleg-
ing That Kcr Built The 
Kaleshwaram Project 
For Commissions. Min-
ister Ponguleti Assured 
That Titles Will Be Giv-
en And Houses Will Be 
Built For All Eligible 
Poor Under    The Lim-
its Of  Ghme And Hmda. 
He Also Promised To 
Complete The Pending 
Double-Bedroom Hous-
es From The Previous 
Government’s Tenure. 
The   Minister Wel-
comed The 300 New 
Members, Including 
Leaders Like Chepala 
Krishna, Anand Rao, 
Basada Krishna, And 
Lakshmi, Who Were 
Impressed   By The De-
velopment Work Of  
T h e  C o n g r e s s 
Government.

Ponguleti Promises Indiramma Houses For All; 
300 Join Congress In Jubilee Hills

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Mulugu District Con-
gress Leaders And Activ-
ists Are Enthusiastically 
Campaigning For The 
Victory Of  Congress 
Candidate Naveen Yadav 
In The Jubilee Hills By-
Election. The Delega-
tion, Led By District 
Congress President Paid-
akula Ashok, Met With 
Minister Seethakka At 

Praja Bhavan To Discuss 
Strategy.

During The Meeting, 
Minister Seethakka Pro-
vided Crucial Sugges-
tions On The Strategy To 
Ensure The Party’s Vic-
tory. She Instructed 
Them To Take The De-
velopment And Welfare 
Programs Implemented 
By The “Praja Govern-
ment” To Every House-
hold. Simultaneously, 

She Advised Them To 
Strongly Condemn The 
False Propaganda Of  
The Brs And Expose The 
Secret Alliance Between 
The Bjp And Brs To The 
Public. Minister Seeth-
akka Stated That While 
Naveen Yadav’s Victory 
Is Certain, They Should 
Avoid Overconfidence. 
She Advised Them To 
Personally Meet Every 
Voter And Continue A 

Comprehensive Cam-
paign That Effectively 
Communicates The Con-
g ress Gover nment’s 
Schemes To The People. 
The Minister’s Guidance 
Emphasizes The Need 
For A Grassroots, Door-
To-Door Approach Fo-
cused On Highlighting 
Tangible Government 
Achievements Rather 
Than Just Relying On 
Anti-Incumbency Fac-

tors. She Stressed The Im-
portance Of  Mobilizing 
Youth And Women Vot-
ers, Who Are Direct Ben-
eficiaries Of  Schemes 
Like Free Bus Travel. The 
Mulugu Team Pledged To 
Implement The Minis-
ter’s Instructions Dili-
gently, Recognizing That 
A Strong Win In Jubilee 
Hills Would Send A Posi-
tive Message Across The 
State.

Seethakka Charts Strategy With Mulugu 
Congress Team For Jubilee Hills Victory

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

In A Press Meet At 
Telangana Bhavan, 
Former Mla Balka 
Suman Accused Con-
g r e s s  C a n d i d a t e 
Naveen Yadav Of  
T h r e a t e n i n g  B r s 
Leaders And Activ-
ists In Jubilee Hills, 
Alleging That He Is 
Doing So With The 
“Support Of  Cm Re-
vanth Reddy.” Suman 
Stated That Yadav Is 
Using The Same Ag-
gressive Language As 
The Chief  Minister, 
And Questioned The 
“ Vi n d i c t iv e  A n d 
Vengeful” Comments 
Made By The Con-
gress Candidate.

Suman Claimed 
That Law And Order 
Have Completely De-
teriorated In Hy-
derabad, With Day-

l ight  T hefts  And 
Attacks Occurring, 
Tur ning The City 
Into A “Mafia Den” 
Since Cm Revanth 
Reddy Took Office, 
Leading To An In-
crease In “Gun Cul-
ture.” He Criticized 
The Ministers For In-
sulting Maganti Su-
nitha While She Was 
Grieving Her Hus-
band’s  Death.  He 
Highlighted That Hy-
derabad’s Develop-
ment Occurred Un-
der Ktr’s Leadership, 
Leading To Brs Victo-
ries In 2018 And 2023. 
Mlc Takkellapally 
Ravinder Rao Ac-
cused Police Of  Raid-
ing A Pastor’s House 
And Intimidating A 
Brs Booth Committee 
Convener, Forcing 
Him To Join Con-
gress. He Also Re-

ferred To A Minis-
t e r ’ s  D a u g h t e r 
Claiming That A Cm 
Follower Threatened 
Her With A Gun. The 
Brs Leaders Alleged 
That The Congress Is 
Violating The Elec-
tion Code And That 
Police Are Following 
Naveen Yadav’s Or-
ders Instead Of  The 
Ec’s.  For mer Mla 
N o m u l a  B h a g a t h 
Stated That Naveen 
Yadav’s “Intimida-
tion Tactics” Will Not 
Scare Brs Leaders, 
And That The Con-
gress Party Will Be 
Buried In The Jubilee 
Hills By-Election. 
They War ned The 
People That If  Such 
“Rowdy-Sheeters” 
Are Elected, The Sit-
uation In The Con-
stituency Will Wors-
en Drastically.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar Welcomed 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 
Leaders From The Bjp 
And Brs Parties Into 
The Congress Fold At 
Gandhi Bhavan. The 
Leaders,  Primarily 
From The Kalwakur-
thy Assembly Constitu-
ency, Joined The Party 
In The Presence Of  

And Under The Leader-
ship Of  Mla Kasireddy 
Narayan Reddy.

The Minister Draped 
The Congress Scarf  
Around The New En-
trants, Formally Wel-
coming Them To The 
Ruling Party.  This 
Mass Induction Is Seen 
As A Significant Boost 
To The Congress Par-
ty’s Strength At The 
Grassroots Level In 

The Kalwakurthy Con-
stituency. Mla Narayan 
Reddy Expressed Con-
fidence That The Join-
ing Of  These Leaders 
Will Further Consoli-
date The Party’s Posi-
tion And Strengthen Its 
Electoral Prospects In 
The Region, Demon-
strating The Growing 
Trust In The “Praja 
Palana” (People’s Gov-
er nment)  And The 

Leadership Of  Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy. The Leaders Who 
Joined Congress Cited 
Their Dissatisfaction 
With The Policies And 
Internal Politics Of  
Their Former Parties 
And Their Attraction 
To The Welfare And De-
velopment Agenda Be-
ing Implemented By 
The Current Congress 
Government. Minister 

Prabhakar Assured 
The New Members 
That They Would Be 
Given Due Respect And 
Opportunities To Con-
tribute To The Party’s 
Activities And The De-
velopment  Of  T he 
State. He Stated That 
The Congress Door Re-
mains Open For All In-
dividuals Who Believe 
In Secular Values And 
Democratic 

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar, Joined By 
Cong ress Leaders 
Charan Kaushik Ya-
dav, Bomma Sriram 
Chakravarthy, And 
B h a s k a r,  H e l d  A 
Press Conference At 
Gandhi Bhavan, Urg-
ing Voters To Elect 
Congress Candidate 
Naveen Yadav In The 
Jubilee Hills By-Elec-
tion. The Minister 
S t at e d  T h at  T h e 
“Praja Palana” Gov-
ernment Is Winning 
P u b l i c  S u p p o r t 
Through Its Welfare 
And Development In-
itiatives, Asserting 
That Congress Will 
Win Jubilee Hills.

He  Emphasiz ed 
That Development In 
Jubilee Hills Is Only 
Possible With The 
Ruling Congress Par-
ty, Advising Voters 
To “Board The Mov-
ing Vehicle” (Con-
gress) And Not The 

Stalled One (Trs/
Brs). The Minister 
Argued That The 
Election Is A Contest 
Between “Congress 
Development And 
Trs Lies.” He Re-
minded Voters That 
It Was The Congress 
That Provided House 
Sites And Built Hous-
es For The Poor In 
Jubilee Hills, Estab-
lished Government 
And Private Compa-
nies For Employ-
ment, And Is Now 
Providing Fine Qual-
ity Rice To Satisfy 
Hunger.  He High-
lighted The Indiram-
ma Housing Scheme, 
Allowing The Poor 
To  Bui ld  Houses 
Even In Hyderabad, 
And The Free Bus 
Travel For Women, 
Which Is Widely Ben-
eficial. The Minister 
Stressed That The 
Government Has Dis-
tributed New Ration 
Cards To All Eligible 
People, Is Providing 6 

Kg Of  Fine Rice To 
Over 2.4 Lakh People 
In Jubilee Hills, Of-
fering 200 Units Of  
Free Electricity, And 
Gas Cylinders For 
₹500. He Countered 
Brs’s “False Propa-
ganda,” Noting That 
While The Brs Failed 
To Bring A Drop Of  
Water To Hyderabad 
In 10 Years, Congress 
Has Begun Work To 
Bring 10 Tmc More 
Water Under Goda-
vari Phase 2. He De-
fended Candidate 
N a v e e n  Y a d a v 
Against Accusations, 
Calling Him An Edu-
cated Son Of  A Bc 
Family.  He Chal -
lenged Brs And Bjp 
Leaders To Discuss 
Their Contributions 
To  Ju b i l e e  H i l l s    
Over The Last 10-12 
Ye a r s ,  A c c u s i n g 
Them Of  “Diversion 
Politics” And Work-
ing Together (“Dosti 
In Delhi, Kushti In 
The Lane”).

Ponnam Welcomes 50 Leaders From BJP, 
BRS Into Congress Fold

Ponnam Rallies For Naveen Yadav, Urges 
Voters To ‘Board The Moving Vehicle’

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

Ktr Participated In 
The Munnuru Kapu 
Atmiya Sammelan 
(Get-Together) At 
Telangana Bhavan, 
Launching A Fierce 
Attack On The Con-
gress Government. 
He Compared The 
State’s Situation To A 
“Fake Movie,” Alleg-
ing That The Con-
gress Is Promising 
The “Chicken” (Six 
G u a r a n t e e s )  B u t 
Only Delivering A 
“Mirage.”

Ktr Alleged That 
No One Shows Enthu-
siasm To Vote For 
Congress, Stating 
That The State Has 
No Proper Procure-
ment System For Pad-
dy And Cotton, No 
Bonus, Investment 
Support, Seeds, Or 
Fertilizers. He Ac-
cused The Congress 

Of  Deceiving The Un-
employed By Promis-
ing Two Lakh Jobs, 
And Stated That The 
Number Of  Jobs Pro-
vided Is Less Than 
Seven Thousand. He 
Claimed Ministers’ 
Statements Are Full 
Of  Lies, And That 
The Promises Of  
Scooters For Young 
Women And ₹2,500 
Per Month For Wom-
en Have Not Been 
Kept. He Accused 
The Congress Of  In-
creasing Fares For 
Men To Offset The 
Free Bus Travel For 
Women, Effectively 
Taking The Money 
From Husbands. Ktr 
Asserted That The 
Congress Gover n-
ment Has Not Built A 
Single Indiramma 
House But Has De-
molished Thousands 
Of  Houses Belonging 
To The Poor.  He 

Urged People To Elect 
Brs In Jubilee Hills 
To “Teach The Gov-
ernment A Lesson,” 
Calling The Election 
A Contest Between 
The “Car And The 
Bulldozer.” He Ac-
cused Congress Of  
Attempting To Win 
T h e  E l e c t i o n 
Through Vote Buying 
And Intimidation, 
Urging Voters To 
Take The Money If  
Offered But Vote For 
Brs, Stating, “Defeat 
Deceit With Deceit.” 
He Accused Congress 
Of  Enrolling 12-13 
Thousand Fake Votes 
A n d  H i g h l i g h t e d 
That Even The Candi-
date’s Brother Has 
T h re e  Vo t e s.  H e 
Urged People To Vote 
For Brs To Ensure 
Welfare Schemes Are 
Implemented And To 
Bring Kcr Back As 
Chief  Minister.

KTR Slams Congress ‘Fake Promises’ At 
Munnuru Kapu Sammelan

BRS Accuses Naveen Yadav Of 
Threats, Says Hyderabad Turning 

Into ‘Mafia Den’
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Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Due To The Impact Of  
Cyclone Montha, Heavy 
Rains Are Lashing 
Across Telangana State. 
Following The Continu-
ous Rainfall, Authori-
ties Have LIFTED THE 
GATES Of  The Twin 
Re s e r vo i r s  I n  H y -
derabad, Osman Sagar 
And Himayat Sagar. Os-
man Sagar's 10 Gates 
Were Lifted, Releasing 
Approximately 2,300 
Cusecs Of  Water Down-
s t r e a m .  S i m i l a rl y, 
Himayat Sagar's 3 Gates 
Were Opened, Releasing 
2,900 Cusecs Of  Water. 
As The Water Flow In-
creased From The Res-
ervoirs, Traffic On The 
Narsinga-Manchirevula 
Culvert Has Been Tem-
porarily Halted To En-
sure Public Safety, With 
Police Diverting Vehi-
cles To Alter native 
Routes. 

The Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Water Supply 
And Sewerage Board Of-
ficials Are On High 
Alert, Monitoring The 
Inflow And Outflow Lev-
els Continuously, And 
Releasing Surplus Wa-

ter Into The Musi River 
Due To The Large In-
flow From Catchment 
Areas. The Combined 
Discharge From The 
Reservoirs Has Signifi-
cantly Increased The 
Water Level In The Musi 

River, Prompting A 
High-Alert Warning. 
The Public Is Strictly 
Advised Not To Visit 
The Musi River Banks, 
Adhere To Of ficial 
Instructions, 

And Avoid Roads With 

High Water Flow. Au-
thorities Have Warned 
Residents In Low-Lying 
Areas Downstream Of  
The Musi River To Be 
Extremely Vigilant And 
Be Prepared For Poten-
tial Evacuation. Contin-

uous Monitoring And 
Coordination Between 
The Water Board, Po-
lice, And Revenue Offi-
cials Are Being Main-
tained To Manage The 
F l o o d  S i t u a t i o n 
Effectively.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Hydraa Commis-
sioner Av Ranganath 
And Ghmc Commis-
sioner Rv Kar nan 
Conducted A Field In-
spection Of  The Lak-
dikapul Area And Its 
Surroundings Due To 
The Continuous Rains 
Caused By The Severe 
Cyclone Montha. The 
Commissioners In-
quired With Officials 
About The Reasons 
For Water Stagnation 
On The Road Near The 
Mehdi Function Hall 
While Approaching 
Lakdikapul  F rom 
Masab Tank. Noting 
That The Water Stag-
nation Was Causing 
Severe Traffic Prob-
lems, The Two Com-
missioners Immedi-
ately Ordered Officials 
To Resolve The Issue. 
They Were Informed 
That Two-Feet Wide 
Pipelines Have Al-
ready Been Laid By 
Excavating The Road 
On Both Sides, And It 
Is Necessary To Con-
nect The Sewage And 
Flood Water From Ar-
eas Including Mahavir 
Hospital Surround-
ings And Chintal Basti 
To These Pipelines. 
The Commissioners 
Instructed That These 

Connection Works 
Also Be Completed 
Quickly. In The Mean-
time, They Suggested 
That The Issue Could 
Be Largely Resolved 
By Removing The Ac-
cumulated Silt From 
The Pipelines Run-
ning Alongside The 
Road From Mahavir 
Hospital To Mehdi 
Function Hall. They 
Ordered That These 
Works Be Completed 
In One Or Two Days. 
Timely Completion Of  
This Drainage Work Is 
Crucial To Mitigate 
Waterlogging During 
Future Rainfall Events 
And To Ensure The 
Smooth Flow Of  Ve-
hicular Traffic On 
This Busy Stretch. 
The Commissioners 
Also Directed Officials 
F r o m  T h e  Wa t e r 
Board And The Engi-

neering Wing To Coor-
dinate Closely To Pre-
vent Any Delays. They 
Further Stressed The 
Need For Proactive 
Measures To Identify 
And Clear Other Po-
tential Waterlogging 
Spots Across The City 
In Light Of  The Ongo-
ing Monsoon Season. 
They Also Asked The 
Traffic Police To Coop-
erate In Expediting 
The Pipeline Connec-
tion Work. Hydra Ad-
ditional Director Varla 
Papaiah And Traffic 
Dcp Srinivas Accom-
panied The Commis-
sioners During The 
Visit. The Officials 
Have Been Asked To 
Submit A Detailed Ac-
tion Taken Report 
(Atr) On The Work's 
Progress By The End 
Of  The Week.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

Hydraa Officials Pro-
tected And Fenced A 
Park Land Valued At ₹10 
Crores In The Brindavan 
Colony, Nizampet Corpo-
ration, Quthbullapur. 
The 20 Guntas (Half  
Acre) Of  Park Land In 
Survey Number 93 Had 
Been The Target Of  En-
croachers Attempting To 
Occupy It Two Months 
Ago, Despite A Collec-
tor's Order In 2020. The 
Encroachment Attempt 

Was Thwarted By Colo-
ny Residents And Akula 
Satish's Team. Following 
A Complaint And Pres-
sure From Hydra Offi-

cials, A Case Was Regis-
tered At Bachupally 
Police Station. Over Two 
Months, Officials Met 
With The Collector And 

Rdo To Address The Is-
sue. A Di Survey Was 
Completed, Identifying 
The Park As Govern-
ment  Land,  And A 
Sketch Plan Was Issued. 
Subsequently, A Petition 
With All Relevant Docu-
ments Was Submitted To 
Hydra Commissioner 
Ranganath. Following 
The Commissioner's Or-
ders, Under The Leader-
ship Of  Ci Naresh, The 
Park Land Was Fenced 
And A Board Declaring 
It As Government Prop-

erty Was Erected On 
Wednesday, Much To The 
Delight Of  The Colony 
Residents,  Who Ex-
pressed Their Thanks 
With Enthusiastic Slo-
gans. Akula Satish Re-
quested The Municipal 
Commissioner To Allo-
cate Funds For The 
Park's Development And 
Open It For Public Use. 
This Successful Recla-
mation Is Seen As A Ma-
jor Victory Against Land 
Grabbing And A Testa-
ment To The Persistence 

Of  The Local Residents 
And The Responsiveness 
Of  The Hydra Commis-
sioner. The Resident Wel-
fare Association Leaders 
Stressed The Importance 
Of  The Park Land For 
The Community's Rec-
reational Needs And The 
Need For Immediate 
Landscaping And Infra-
structure Development 
By The Municipality. Of-
ficials Have Assured 
That A Plan For The 
Park's Development Will 
Be Prioritized.

Osman Sagar & Himayat 
Sagar Gates Opened

Hydraa, GHMC Chiefs 
Inspect Flood Points 

Amid Rains

Hydraa Fences ₹10-Cr Park Land in Nizampet, Foils Encroachers

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

A 35-Year-Old Man 
Was Allegedly Beaten 
To Death By Hotel Em-
ployees In Hyderabad 
Following A Dispute 
Over A Pending Pay-
ment Of  ₹600. The Vic-
tim Was Identified As 
Vislawath Shankar 
From Karmanghat In 
Saroornagar. Accord-
ing To Police, Shankar 
Checked Into The N7 
Elite Hotel In Kar-
manghat With His 
Friends On October 
22. During Checkout 
The Following Day, 
Shankar Argued With 
The Hotel Manage-
ment Over The ₹600 
Outstanding Pay-
ment. The Argument 
E s c a l a t e d ,  A n d 
Shankar Was Alleg-
edly Attacked By The 
Staff  With Sticks And 
A Chair, Leaving Him 
Severely  Injured. 
Shankar Was Rushed 
To A Nearby Hospital 
For Treatment And 
Returned Home, But 
His Condition Wors-
ened On Monday 
Evening. He Was Then 

Rushed To Osmania 
General  Hospital , 
Where He Passed 
Away. Based On A 
Complaint Filed By 
Shankar’s Family, Po-
lice Have Registered A 
Murder Case Against 
Four Hotel Staff  Mem-
bers: Noor, Kamalud-
din, Islam, And Ra-
heem. The Brutality 
Of  The Attack Over A 
Small Sum Of  Money 
Has Shocked The Lo-
cal Community. Police 
Are Actively Search-
ing For The Four Ac-
cused Staff  Members, 
Who Absconded After 
The Incident. The Sa-
roornagar Police Sta-
tion Has Formed Spe-
cial Teams To Track 
Down And Arrest The 
Per petrators.  The 
Body Was Handed 
Over To The Family 
After A Post-Mortem 
Examination. The In-
cident Highlights The 
N e e d  Fo r  B e t t e r 
Training And Conflict 
Resolution Ski l ls 
Among Service Indus-
try Employees. Fur-
ther Investigation Is 
Underway.

Man Killed Over ₹600 Hotel 
Bill; Four Booked for Murder

DGP Leads Blood Donation 
Drive, 164 Units Collected

521g Ganja Seized in Ameerpet
Tpn bureau, hyd, 

oct 29th
The Stf  C Team Of  

The Excise Depart-
ment, Led By Ci Ven-
kateshwarlu And Si 
Manju, Along With 
Staff, Apprehended A 
Person Named Ku 
ndan Kumar Jha, A 
Resident Of  Secun-
derabad, While He 
Was Selling Ganja In 
The Ameerpet Area. 
The Authorities Sei 
zed 521 Grams Of  
Ganja From The Ac-
cused. The Seizure 
Was A Result Of  Tar-
geted Intelligence 
Gathering By The Stf  
Team, Who Moni-
tored The Suspect's 
Activities For Several 
Days. The Street Val-
ue Of  The Seized Con-
traband Is Estimated 
To Be In The Thou-
sands Of  Rupees. The 
Operation Is Part Of  
The Ongoing Efforts 
By The Excise Depart-

ment To Clamp Down 
On Drug Peddling 
And Curb The Supply 
Chain Of  Illegal Sub-
stances In The City, 
Especially Targeting 
Areas Near Educa-
tional Institutions 
And Public Hubs Like 
Ameerpet. 

The Accused Is Be-
ing Questioned To 
Identify His Suppliers 
And Any Larger Net-
work He Might Be A 
Part Of. A Case Has 
B e e n  Re g i s t e r e d 
Against Kundan Ku-
mar Jha Under The 
Relevant Sections Of  
The Ndps (Narcotic 
Drugs And Psycho-
tropic Substances) 
Act. The Suspect Will 
Be Produced Before 
The Court Shortly. 
The Ganja And The 
Accused Were Subse-
quently Handed Over 
To The Ameerpet Ex-
cise Station For Fur-
ther Investigation.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

As Part Of  The Po-
lice Commemoration 
Day Events, A Blood 
Donation Camp Was 
Organized At The Di-
rector General Of  Po-
lice (Dgp) Office On 
Wednesday, Marking 
The First Time Such A 
Camp Was Held There. 
Dgp B Sivadhar Reddy 
H i m s e l f  D o n a t e d 
Blood At The Camp. 
Additional Dgp (Law & 
Order)  Mahesh M 
Bhagwat And Igps S 
Chandrasekhar Reddy 
And M Ramesh Were 
Among The 164 Police 
Personnel And A Large 
Number Of  Ministeri-
al Staff  Who Partici-
pated. The Red Cross 
Society Organizers 
Collected Blood, A To-
tal Of  164 Units Were 
Collected From The 
Dgp Office Staff. Dgp 
Reddy Emphasized 
That Blood Donation 
Can Save Lives In Dan-
gerous Situations, Stat-
ing That One Donation 
Can Provide Blood, 
Plasma, And Platelets, 
Potentially Saving Up 
To Three Lives. He 
Called On Everyone 
With The Opportunity 
To Come Forward And 

Donate Blood. He Men-
tioned That A Recent 
Mega Blood Donation 
Camp Organized By 
The Hyderabad City 
Police Collected Ap-
p rox i m at e ly  4 , 5 0 0 
Units. He Noted That 
While Doctors Suggest 
Donating Four Times 
A Year, Even One Do-
nation Can Save Many 
Lives. The Dgp Stated 
That About 8,000 Peo-
ple Die Annually In 
Road Accidents Across 
The State, And The 
Availability Of  Blood 
Could Save Some Of  
Those Lives. Igp (P&l) 
M Ramesh Welcomed 
The Initiative, Ex-
pressing Joy At The 
High Turnout. The 
Success Of  This First-
Ever Camp At The Dgp 
Office Is Expected To 
Encourage Similar Ini-
tiatives In Other Police 
Units Across The State, 
Reinforcing The Police 
Force's Commitment 
To Community Ser-
vice. The Red Cross So-
ciety Officials Com-
mended The Police 
Department For Their 
Proactive Role In Ad-
dressing The Critical 
N e e d  F o r  B l o o d 
Supply.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th The Income Tax 
(It) Authorities Are 
Conducting Searches 
At Manepally Jewellers 
In Secunderabad. The It 
Department Officials 
Have Been Conducting 
The Searches Since 
Morning. A Team Of  
Officials From The In-
come Tax Department 
Is Currently Involved 
In The Search Opera-
tions At The Jewellery 
Store. Sources Suggest 
The Raids Are Connect-
ed To Allegations Of  
Significant Tax Eva-
sion And Discrepancies 
In The Firm’s Financial 
Statements Over The 
Past Few Years. The 

Searches Are Being 
Conducted Simultane-
ously At Multiple Loca-
tions Connected To The 
Jewellery Group, In-
cluding The Residences 
Of  Key Management 
Personnel And Other 
Business Premises. The 
Officials Are Scrutiniz-
ing Books Of  Accounts, 
Inventory Records, Dig-
ital Data, And Bank 
Transactions To Ascer-
tain The Extent Of  Un-
disclosed Income And 
Unaccounted Wealth. 
Preliminary Informa-
tion Indicates That 
Large Amounts Of  Un-
accounted Cash And 
Gold May Have Been 
Unearthed During The 

Initial Hours Of  The 
Search. The Raids Are 
Part Of  A Broader 
Crackdown By The It 
Department On Busi-
nesses Suspected Of  
Operating Parallel Fi-
nancial Systems. The 
M a n a g e m e n t  O f  
Manepally Jewellers 
Has Not Issued Any Of-
ficial Statement Re-

garding The Ongoing 
Operation. The Investi-
gation Is Expected To 
Continue For Several 
More Hours As Offi-
cials Delve Deeper Into 
The Complex Financial 
Records. Further De-
tails Regarding The 
Scope And Findings Of  
T h e  R a i d s  A r e 
Awaited.

IT Raids Manepally Jewellers Over 
Suspected Tax Evasion

Zoo Staff Take Integrity Pledge, 
Launch Plantation Drive

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th As Part Of  The Vigi-
lance Awareness Week 
Observance (October 
27th To November 2nd, 
2025), The Regional Vigi-
lance And Enforcement 
Office, Hyderabad City, 
In Collaboration With 
Nehru Zoological Park 
(Nzp),  Conducted A 
Mega Plantation Pro-
gram And Integrity 
Pledge Ceremony At 
Nzp. The Event Was Held 
To Reaffirm Their Com-
mitment Towards Integ-
rity And Transparency 

In Public Service, Em-
phasizing "Shared Re-
sponsibility." Smt. J Vas-
antha, Ifs, Curator, Nzp, 
Along With Sri. S Srini-
vas Rao, Dsp, Regional 
Vigilance And Enforce-
ment, Planted Saplings 
Of  Maredu, Jamun, 
Neem, Moduga, And Oth-
er Plant Species. The 
Plantation Drive Aims 
To Promote Environ-
mental Sustainability 
And Green Practices, 
Linking It Symbolically 
To The Cultivation Of  
Ethical Values In Public 

Administration. Vigi-
lance Department Offi-
cials And Zoo Officials 
Participated Together In 
The Integrity Pledge Cer-
emony, Vowing To Up-
hold The Highest Stand-
ards Of  Honesty And 
Transparency In Their 
Official Duties. The DSP 
Highlighted That Vigi-
lance Awareness Week Is 
Crucial For Educating 
Employees About The 
Dangers Of  Corruption 
And Encouraging A Cul-
ture Of  Accountability. 
He Urged All Staff  To Be 

Proactive In Reporting 
Any Unethical Practices. 
The Curator Added That 
Integrating Such Pro-
grams With Environ-
mental Initiatives Helps 
Foster A Holistic Sense 
Of  Responsibility. 

Other Officials Pre-
sent Included M Barno-
ba, Deputy Curator; Dr. 
Ma Hakeem, Deputy Di-
rector (Vet); And Several 
Other Officers From 
Both The Zoo And The 
Regional Vigilance And 
Enforcement Office. 
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Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

A School Attender In 
Karimnagar District Has 
Been Arrested On Charg-
es Of  Sexually Assault-
ing Minor Girl Students 
Under The Pocso (Protec-
tion Of  Children from 
Sexual Offences) Act And 
Has Been Sent To Judi-
cial Custody, Officials 
Confirmed. According To 
A Press Release, The Ac-
cused, An Office Subordi-
nate/Attender At The 
School, Was Misbehaving 
With The Victim Minor 
Girls For The Past Few 
Days By Touching Their 
Sensitive Body Parts.

The Accused Also 
Threatened The Girls By 
Taking Photos Of  Them 
In Sarees During School 
Celebrations And Claim-
ing He Would Morph And 

Post The Pictures. After 
Learning About The Hei-
nous Actions Of  The Ac-
cused, Government Offi-
cials, Including The 
District Child And Wom-
en Welfare Officer, Child 
Welfare Committee Mem-
bers, Mandal Education 
Officer (Meo), And Man-

dal Parishad Develop-
ment Officer (Mpdo), Vis-
ited The School And 
Conducted An Enquiry, 
Where The Allegations 
Were Proven True. The 
Headmistress Filed A Re-
port At The Police Sta-
tion On October 27. A 
Case Was Registered Un-

der Strong Sections Of  
Bns (Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita), Pocso, And It 
Acts, And Was Entrusted 
To An Assistant Commis-
sioner Of  Police (Acp) 
For Investigation. The 
Acp’s Expedited Investi-
gation Revealed That The 
Accused Committed Sex-

ual Assault On Several 
Minor Girls. The Meo 
Confirmed That The At-
tender, Yakub Pasha, Was 
Immediately Suspended, 
And The Headmaster 
Was Also Suspended For 
Failing To Report The In-
cident. Furthermore, The 
Authorities Are Working 
On Transferring All Ten 
Teachers From The 
School. The Accused Was 
Arrested, Medically Ex-
amined, And Remanded 
To Judicial Custody. This 
Decisive Action By The 
Authorities Underscores 
The Commitment To Pro-
tecting Children And 
Maintaining A Safe Edu-
cational Environment. 
The Sakhi Team And 
Bharosa Team Played A 
Crucial Role In Counsel-
ling The Victims And 
Gathering Evidence.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

State Minister For 
Fisheries, Dairy, Ani-
mal Husbandry, Youth 
Services, And Sports, 
Vakiti Srihari, Attend-
ed The Fish Seed Dis-
tribution Program As 
Chief  Guest At The 
Koyil Sagar Project In 
Bollarum Village, De-
varakadra Constitu-
ency, Mahabubnagar 
District. The Program 
Aims To Bring Pros-
perity And Economic 
Development To Fish-
er men’s  Families 
T h r o u g h 
Aquaculture.

At Koyil Sagar Res-
ervoir, 7.77 Lakh Fish 
Seeds Worth ₹12 Lakhs 
Are Being Distribut-
ed; 2.5 Lakh Seeds 
Were Released In The 
First Phase. Speaking 
At The Meeting, Min-
ister Srihari An-
nounced That The 
State Government Has 
Sanctioned Approxi-
mately ₹123 Crores For 

The Development Of  
Fisheries Wealth In 
The State. This In-
cludes Releasing 84 
Crore Fish Seeds 
Worth ₹94 Crores In 
26,000 Water Bodies 
And 10 Crore Prawn 
Seeds Worth ₹29 Crores 
In 300 Ponds With 
100% Subsidy. This 
Initiative Is Expected 
To Provide Economic 
Development And 
Livelihoods For 5 
Lakh Fishermen Fam-
ilies. The Minister As-
sured Priority To The 
Development Of  Mak-
thal, Devarakadra, 
And Narayanpet Con-
stituencies. He Criti-
cized Previous Rulers 
For Neglecting Fish 
Seed Production For 
10 Years. He Thanked 
Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy For Allo-
cating ₹123 Crores To 
The Fisheries Depart-
ment After He Re-
quested An Increased 
Budget Post His Ap-
pointment As Cabinet 

Minister (The First 
From The Mudiraj 
Community). He High-
lighted Other Welfare 
Schemes, Including 
Free Bus Travel For 
Women, 200 Units Of  
Free Electricity, And 
Loan Waivers For 
Farmers. The Minis-
ter Announced A ₹1 
Crore Grant For The 
Modernization Of  The 
Fish Rearing Center 
In Bollarum And The 
Establishment Of  
F i s h  M a rke t s  I n 
Kothakota, Madan-
apuram, And Devar-
akadra. He Urged Pub-
lic Cooperation For 
The State’s Develop-
ment Agenda. The 
Minister Underscored 
The Congress Govern-
ment’s Commitment 
To Supporting Farm-
ers, Providing MSP 
With A ₹500 Bonus Per 
Quintal For Paddy, 
And Procuring The 
Harvest To Distribute 
Fine Quality Rice To 
The Poor.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

The All India Mahila 
Congress (Aimc) Presi-
dent, Ms. Alka Lamba, 
Has Appointed Ms. B 
Aditha Swapna As The 
National Observer For 
Andhra Pradesh Mahila 
Congress. Previously, 
Ms. Aditha Swapna Suc-
cessfully Served As The 
National Observer For 
Bihar, Puducherry, And 
Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands, Where She Was 
I n s t r u m e n t a l  I n 
Strengthening The Or-
ganization’s Grassroots 
Outreach And Leader-
ship Development.

Recognizing Her Dedi-
cation, Efficiency, And 
Leadership, The Respon-
sibility For Andhra 
Pradesh Has Now Been 
Additionally Entrusted 
To Her. Speaking On The 
Occasion, Ms. Aditha 
Swapna Expressed Her 
Sincere Thanks To Aimc 
President Ms. Alka Lam-
ba For Reposing Faith In 
Her. She Pledged To 

Work Under Lamba’s 
Leadership To Strength-
en The Mahila Congress 
In Andhra Pradesh And 
Further Reinforce The 
Vision And Leadership 
Of  Shri Rahul Gandhi. 
Her Primary Focus Will 
Be On Expanding Mahi 

la Congress Presence 
Across Every Mandal 
And Booth Level In The 
State, Mobilizing Wom-
en’s Participation In Pol-
itics. The Aimc Contin-
u e s  I t s  E f f o r t s  To 
Empower Women Lead-
ers, Strengthen The Or-

ganizational Frame-
work,  And Promote 
Equal Participation Of  
Women In Politics. This 
Appointment Signals A 
Renewed Push To Revi-
talize The Party’s Wom-
en’s Wing In Andhra 
Pradesh Ahead Of  Up-

coming Electoral Cycles. 
Aditha Swapna Also In-
tends To Conduct Exten-
sive Outreach Programs 
To Address Women’s Is-
sues, Including Econom-
ic Empowerment And 
Safety, At The Grass-
roots Level.

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

Due To The Heavy 
Rainfall In The Dis-
trict, The Golconda 
Express Was Halted 
At Dor nakal And 
The Krishna Express 
Was Halted At Maha-
bubabad Railway 
Station. In Response 
To The Situation, 
Mahabubabad Dis-
trict  Sp Sudheer 
Ramnath Kekan Im-
mediately Instructed 
Concerned Police Of-
ficials To Undertake 
Relief  Measures To 
Prevent Hardship 
For The Passengers.

M a h a b u b a b a d 
Town Ci Mahender 
Reddy, Rural Ci Sar-
vaiah, Dornakal Ci 
Chandramouli, And 
Their Staff, Includ-

ing Sis And Consta-
bles, Reached The 
Rai lway Stations 
And Distributed Wa-
ter Bottles, Biscuit 
Packets, And Puliho-
ra Packets (Tama-
rind Rice) To The 
Passengers. Despite 
The Train Delays, 
The Police Personnel 
Provided Timely And 
Humanitarian Assis-
tance To The Passen-
gers. The Sp Stated 
That Mahabubabad 
Police Are Always 
With The People And 
Advised The Public 
To Fearlessly Con-
tact The Police For 
Help During Emer-
gencies. He Empha-
sized That Serving 
The People Is The 
Primary Goal Of  The 
Police,  And They 

Will Work Continu-
ously For Public Wel-
fare During Disas-
ters Like The Rain. 
Director General Of  
Police (Dgp) B Sivad-
har Reddy Applaud-
ed The Mahabubabad 
District Police For 
Their Humanitarian 
Response And Their 
Efforts To Aid The 
Stranded Passen-
gers. The Dgp High-
lighted That Such 
Acts Of  Compassion 
Re i n fo rc e  P u bl i c 
Trust In The Police 
Force  and Set  A 
Benchmark for Polic-
ing During Natural 
Calamities.  Local 
R e s i d e n t s  A l s o 
Praised The Quick 
And Decisive Action 
By The District Po-
lice Administration.

Tpn bureau, hyd, oct 
29th

The Telangana State 
Commission For Protec-
tion Of  Child Rights 
(Tscpcrc) Has Directed 
Officials To Take Imme-
diate Action Following 
The Disclosure Of  An Il-
legal Infant Sale In Nal-
gonda District. The Inci-
dent Came To Light 
After A Couple From 
Shantina g ar,  Kor ra 
Babu And Parvathi, Sold 
Their Newborn Daugh-
ter To A Family From 
E l u r u  I n  A n d h r a 
Pradesh, Reportedly Be-
cause The Birth Of  A 
Fourth Girl Was Seen As 
A Financial Burden.

Officials From The 
District Icds Depart-
ment, Child Protection 
Unit, And Child Welfare 
Committee Initiated An 
Investigation, Exposing 
The Unlawful Transac-
tion. The Commission 
Instructed Authorities 
To Take Strict Action 
Against Those Who Fa-
cilitated The Illegal 
Adoption And Ordered 
That The Infant Be Kept 
Under The Telangana 
State Home Protection 
For Ten Days. Express-
ing Dissatisfaction, The 
Commission Noted That 
Such Incidents Have 
Been Recurring In Nal-
gonda Despite Previous 
Warnings To Officials. 
Telangana Lokayukta, 

Justice A Rajasekhar 
Reddy, Has Taken Suo 
Motu Cognisance Of  
The Issue Based On Me-
dia Reports And Issued 
Orders To The District 
Child Welfare Officer 
And Women And Child 
Welfare Department Of-
ficer Krishnaveni To 
Submit A Detailed Re-
port By November 4 On 
The Protective Meas-
ures Taken. Police Have 
Detained Both The Cou-
ple Who Sold The Baby 
And The Couple Who 
Purchased Her. Investi-
gations Revealed That A 
Mediator Named Kondal 
From Guntur Facilitat-
ed An Illegal Sale Agree-
ment For ₹2.5 Lakh With 
Sambamurthy–Rajitha, 
A Couple Employed In 
T he  Panchayat  Raj        
Department From Elu-
ru.  An Advance Of  
₹10,000 Was Reportedly 
Paid, And The Child 
Was Handed Over On 
Saturday. The Commis-
sion Emphasized The 
N e e d  Fo r  R i g o ro u s     
Monitoring And Coun-
seling Of  Families To 
Prevent Such Tragic     
Incidents Driven By 
E c o n o m i c  D i s t r e s s     
And Gender Bias. Au-
thorities Are Also In-
vestigating The Role Of  
The    Mediator And Po-
tential Links To Any 
Organized Adoption 
Racket.

School Attender Held for Sexual 
Assault on Minors in Karimnagar

Aditha Swapna Appointed National 
Observer for AP Mahila Congress

Minister Srihari Launches ₹12-
Lakh Fish Seed Drive at Koyil 

Sagar

Tpn bureau, hyd, 
oct 29th

Bhuvanagiri Mem-
ber Of  Parliament 
(Mp) Chamala Kiran 
Kumar Reddy An-
nounced That The 
South Central Rail-
way (Scr) Has Grant-
ed An Additional 
Stoppage At Jangaon 
Railway Station For 
The Vijayawada – Se-
cunderabad Satava-
hana Express (Train 
Nos.  12713/12714). 
This Decision Fol-
lows A Request Made 
By Mp Reddy Last 
Month To Scr Gener-
al Manager Sanjay 
Kumar Srivastava.

This New Facility 
Will Be Implemented 
On A Trial  Basis 
Starting From Octo-
ber 30, 2025. Jangaon 
District Is A Rapidly 

Developing Region, 
And Its Residents, In-
cluding Students, 
Employees, And Busi-
nessmen, Frequently 
Travel To Hyderabad 
And Vijayawada. Pro-
viding A Stoppage 
For The Satavahana 
Express Will Signifi-
cantly Enhance Trav-
el Convenience For 
The People And Im-
prove Regional Con-
nectivity. The Mp Ex-
pressed His Heartfelt 
Gratitude To The 
South Central Rail-
way Management For 
Honoring This Public 
Re q u e s t  A n d  Re -
sponding Promptly. 
This Stoppage Is Ex-
pected To Be A Major 
Boon For Daily Com-
muters And Traders, 
Reducing Their Trav-
el Time And Making 

The Two Major Cities 
More Accessible. Mp 
Reddy Further Stated 
That This Decision Is 
Extremely Beneficial 
For The People Of  
Jangaon And Its Sur-
rounding Areas, Ful-
filling A Long-Pend-
ing Demand. The Scr 
M a n a g e m e n t  A c -
knowledged The Stra-
tegic Importance Of  
Jangaon As A Key 
Node Between The 
Capital Region And 
Vijayawada. The Mp 
Also Assured The 
Public That He Would 
Continue To Work 
Closely With Railway 
Officials To Intro-
duce More Amenities 
And Facilities At The 
Jangaon Station To 
Cater To The Grow-
i n g  P a s s e n g e r 
Traffic.

Satavahana Express Gets 
Additional Stop at Jangaon

Child Rights Body Orders 
Action in Nalgonda Infant 

Sale Case

DGP Lauds Mahabubabad 
Police for Aiding 

Stranded Passengers 
Amid Rains
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Delhi’s Air: The Myths That Keep 
Choking Us

TPN, Bureau -

 Cyclones often bring 
widespread destruction, 
causing immense prop-
erty damage, loss of  life, 
and severe disruption to 
communities. Yet, the 
name of  a cyclone—an-
nounced almost instant-
ly by meteorological au-
t h o r i t i e s — o f t e n 
captures public atten-

tion more than the 
storm itself. How are 
these names chosen, and 
what do they mean? The 
story behind cyclone 
naming is both organ-
ized and international.

The latest cyclonic 
storm, Cyclone Montha, 
formed in the west-cen-
tral Bay of  Bengal, cur-
rently centered 160 km 

from Machilipatnam, 
240 km from Kakinada, 
and 320 km from Vi-
sakhapatnam. Forecasts 
suggest it could intensi-
fy and make landfall 
near Kakinada, between 
Machilipatnam and Ka-
l i n g a p a t n a m .  T h e 
storm’s name, Montha, 
might raise questions: 
who named it and what 

does it signify?
According to the Vi-

sakhapatnam Cyclone 
War ning Center, the 
name Montha origi-
nates from Thailand. 
Derived from the combi-
nation of  “Mom” and 
“Tha,” in Thai, Montha 
refers to a fragrant flow-
er that holds cultural 
s i g n i f i c a n c e,  o f t e n 

placed near Buddhist 
statues and in temples 
as a sacred symbol.

The tradition of  nam-
ing cyclones in the Bay 
of  Bengal and Arabian 
Sea started in 2000, un-
der the guidance of  the 
United Nations Eco-
nomic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP) and the 
World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO). 
Member countries in-
clude India, Bangla-
desh, Maldives, Myan-
mar, Oman, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, and Thai-
land, each maintaining 
a list of  13 names. Iran, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 

UAE, and Yemen joined 
in 2018. Names are pro-
posed alphabetically by 
country, starting with 
Bangladesh, followed by 
India, and continuing in 
order of  the member 
nations.

The Indian Meteoro-
l o g i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t 
(IMD), one of  six Re-
gional Specialized Mete-
o r o l o g i c a l  C e n t e r s 
(RSMC) worldwide, is 
tasked with issuing cy-
clone warnings, adviso-
ries, and announcing 
names. Cyclone naming 
serves practical purpos-
es: it simplifies commu-
nication for disaster 
management, scientists, 
media, and the general 
public. Names make it 
easier to issue warn-
ings, track simultane-
ous cyclones, and record 
historical data.

The selection process 
ensures that names are 
free of  political, reli-
gious, or cultural sensi-
tivities, gender-neutral, 
non-offensive, easy to 
pronounce, and limited 
to eight letters in Eng-
l i s h .  E a ch  m e m b e r 
country provides spell-
ing and pronunciation 
guidance, while a gov-

erning panel reviews 
and can reject proposed 
names.  Names once 
used for North Indian 
Ocean cyclones cannot 
be reused, ensuring 
uniqueness.

The IMD follows lists 
approved in meetings 
dating back to 2004, af-
ter extensive discussion 
among member states. 
The previous list ex-
pired after Cyclone Am-
phan, and the current 
list is set to remain val-
id for 25 years. Annual-
ly, up to five cyclones 
for m in the Arabian 
Sea, Bay of  Bengal, and 
North Indian Ocean, 
with each being as-
signed the next availa-
ble name from the ap-
proved list.

Cyclone naming has 
become an essential 
part of  modern disas-
ter management. It al-
lows governments, me-
dia,  and citizens to 
communicate clearly 
and act quickly in prep-
aration for potentially 
catastrophic stor ms 
like Cyclone Montha, 
linking science, cul-
ture, and international 
cooperation in a single, 
memorable identifier.

Labelling AI Content Alone Won’t Solve 
Misinformation: India Needs Smarter Rules

The Union government has 
proposed India’s first major Ar-
tificial Intelligence regulation, 
seeking to address the growing 
threat of  AI-generated misinfor-
mation. On 22 October, the Min-
istry of  Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MeitY) 
released draft amendments to 
the Information Technology (IT) 
Rules, 2021, introducing obliga-
tions for social media compa-
nies to label synthetic or AI-gen-
erated content shared on their 
platforms.

Under the proposed rules, 
platforms enabling the creation 
or circulation of  AI content 
must embed metadata, superim-
pose visible labels covering 10 
per cent of  the content, and ver-
ify user declarations when syn-
thetic material is uploaded. The 
move aligns India’s regulatory 
direction with the European Un-
ion and China, both of  which 
have introduced AI labelling 
norms.

However, experts warn that 
labelling alone cannot curb mis-
information. Large-scale detec-
tion of  synthetic content is tech-
nologically difficult, and errors 
— such as missing fake posts or 
mislabelling genuine ones — 
could distort public trust. Unla-
belled content might even ap-
pear more authentic to users, 
inadver tently  amplifying 
falsehoods.

The draft rules also raise legal 
concerns by diluting India’s safe 
harbour protections — a key 
provision that shields social me-
dia platforms from liability for 
user-generated content. The 
amendments allow platforms to 
remove posts based on user com-
plaints without court orders, 
and require them to monitor 
and act on synthetic content 

proactively. This could turn so-
cial media intermediaries into 
arbiters of  online speech, re-
versing the Supreme Court’s 
Shreya Singhal v. Union of  India 
precedent, which placed the bur-
den of  judging illegality on the 
State, not private entities.

Critics argue that this shift 
may lead platforms to over-cen-
sor content to avoid enforce-
ment risks, undermining free 

expression. Parliamentary com-
mittees have also cautioned 
against giving social media com-
panies excessive discretion in 
moderating speech.

Instead of  relying solely on la-
bels, experts recommend a mul-
ti-layered approach — promot-
ing transparency standards, 
such as those by the Coalition 
for Content Provenance and Au-
thenticity, and investing in me-

dia literacy to help users recog-
nise synthetic information.

As AI-generated content 
grows exponentially, India’s reg-
ulatory response must go be-
yond cosmetic labelling. Effec-
t ive  p o l i cy  w i l l  re q u i re 
collaboration between the gov-
ernment, platforms, and users, 
grounded in transparency, ac-
c o u n t ab i l i t y,  a n d  p u bl i c 
education.

Every winter, Delhi sinks 
once again into a thick haze 
of  smog, triggering a famil-
iar cycle of  outrage, blame, 
and quick fixes. Yet, as au-
thor A.K. Mehta writes, the 
real barrier to clean air 
isn’t a lack of  technology or 
governance — it’s the per-
sistence of  myths that dis-
tort how we understand 
and tackle the problem.

The first myth is that 
Delhi’s air pollution is 
unique. While the city’s 
smog is severe, history 
shows that other global 
capitals once faced similar 
crises. London’s streets 
were blanketed in soot 
through the mid-20th cen-
tury, while Los Angeles and 
Beijing endured decades of  
choking smog. These cities 
cleaned up their air not 
through miracles but 
through discipline and 
long-term investment — 
upgrading fuel standards, 
reforming transport sys-

tems, and enforcing strict 
emissions policies. Del-
hi’s challenge, therefore, 
is not exceptional; it is 
solvable with sustained 
commitment.

Another enduring mis-
conception is the belief  in 
instant solutions — that 
one dramatic intervention 
could clear the air over-
night. This year’s favourite 
fix, for instance, is cloud 
seeding, the process of  in-
ducing artificial rain to 
wash away pollutants. How-
ever, experts point out that 
cloud seeding works only 
wh e n  m o i s t u re - l a d e n 
clouds are already present. 
It can temporarily reduce 
pollution but cannot create 
rain from a clear sky.

The truth, Mehta argues, 
is that clean air comes from 
thousands of  small, con-
sistent actions rather than 
grand gestures. Effective 
air management requires 
watering dusty roads, 

greening open soil, main-
taining vehicles, enforcing 
construction rules, and 
managing the city’s airshed 
— all actions that require 
discipline and cooperation 
from citizens, contractors, 
corporations, and the gov-
ernment alike.

Delhi’s fight for breatha-
ble air, therefore, demands 
collective responsibility. It’s 
not just about bans or emer-
gency measures during 
winter but about consistent 
year-round action. Cleaner 
air won’t arrive as a gift 
from the state; it will 
emerge when everyone — 
from policymakers to pe-
destrians — treats the air 
they breathe with the same 
seriousness as life itself.

Until that shift happens, 
Delhi’s skies may clear 
briefly, but its lungs will re-
main  under  s ie g e  — 
trapped not just by pollu-
tion, but by the myths that 
keep the crisis alive.

Bihar Beyond Buddha and Mandal: Why the 2025 Polls Matter 
for Indian Democracy

As Bihar heads to the polls, the 
state once again finds itself  at the 
crossroads of  history and politics. 
Known as the land of  Buddha and 
the birthplace of  democracy, Bi-
har’s legacy extends far beyond its 
current economic challenges. It 
was here that ancient republican 
assemblies, or sanghas, once flour-
ished—earning Bihar a reputation 
as one of  the earliest cradles of  
democratic governance.

Bihar’s modern story, too, has 
shaped India’s political fabric. It 
was in Champaran that Mahatma 
Gandhi launched his first satya-
graha in India in 1917, and from Bi-
har that Jayaprakash Narayan led 

the movement against Indira Gan-
dhi’s Emergency in the 1970s, ush-
ering in India’s first non-Congress 
government.

Today, Bihar represents another 
crucial test—one that could define 
the trajectory of  Indian democracy 
itself. Despite the BJP’s dominance 
across North India, Bihar remains 
the only major Hindi-speaking 
state where the party has never 
ruled alone. Here, the enduring leg-
acy of  Mandal politics, rooted in 
lower-caste empowerment, contin-
ues to resist the consolidation of  
Hindu nationalism that trans-
formed Uttar Pradesh.

This resistance stems from the 

legacy of  Karpoori Thakur, who as 
chief  minister in 1978 introduced a 
26% reservation policy for OBCs, 
cementing the foundations of  
caste-based social justice politics. 
His ideological heirs—Lalu Prasad 
Yadav and Nitish Kumar—have 
kept this vision alive for decades. 
The BJP’s posthumous Bharat Rat-
na for Thakur in 2024 signalled an 
attempt to align with this legacy, 
but whether it translates into po-
l i t ical  dominance  remains 
uncertain.

Beyond electoral arithmetic, the 
Election Commission’s Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of  voter rolls 
in Bihar has stirred concerns 

about disenfranchisement. Critics 
argue that the process risks exclud-
ing vulnerable communities and 
undermining the neutrality of  
democratic institutions.

Political scientists warn that 
such trends reflect democratic 
backsliding, where executive pow-
er encroaches upon independent 
institutions. Bihar’s elections, 
therefore, are more than a regional 
contest—they are a litmus test for 
India’s democratic resilience. 
Whether the polls reinforce back-
sliding or revive the state’s historic 
democratic spirit will reveal much 
about the direction in which In-
dia’s democracy is headed.

From Montha to Amphan: How Cyclones Get Their Names
Decoding Cyclone Names

Vindamuri Krishna Kumar
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Rahul Gandhi vs BJP Over His “PM Will Dance” 
Comment At Bihar Rally

TPN Bureau | New Delhi
Congress leader Rahul 

Gandhi ignited a political 
storm in Bihar on Wednesday 
after making controversial 
remarks about Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during the 
launch of the party’s state 
election campaign. Address-
ing a rally, Gandhi said Modi 

“will dance if you ask him to” 
and accused the ruling BJP 
of “stealing elections” in pre-
vious states, including Maha-
rashtra and Haryana, while 
warning voters to remain 
vigilant in Bihar.

The BJP was quick to re-
taliate, condemning Gandhi’s 
comments as those of a “lo-

cal goon” and asserting that 
he had insulted all Modi sup-
porters. Party leaders ac-
cused Gandhi and Congress 
of mocking Indian voters and 
undermining democracy, 
while also claiming that the 
opposit ion  was  “openly 
standing with intruders.”

Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah addressed Gandhi’s 
“Voter Adhikar Yatra,” high-
lighting the opposition’s re-
peated allegations of Elec-
t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n - B J P 
collusion during their foot 
march across eastern Bihar.

Gandhi also criticized re-
ports of a specially con-
structed pond on the Yamuna 

in Delhi, claiming the Prime 
Minister used it for Chhath 
Puja rituals instead of per-
forming the ceremony in the 
river. “There is no Yamuna 
there… he went to bathe in 
his ‘swimming pool,’” Gandhi 
said.

The Congress is allied with 
Tejashwi Yadav’s Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) in Bihar. Ya-
dav, recently named the op-
position’s chief ministerial 
candidate, focused on poll 
promises during his rally, in-
cluding cooking gas cylin-
ders at Rs 500 and 200 free 
electricity units per house-
hold, while criticizing Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar for al-
legedly being “remotely con-
trolled” by the BJP.

The campaign has also 
sparked debates over the 
legacy of socialist leader 
Karpoori Thakur, with Con-
gress naming Gandhi as “Jan 
Nayak,” a move opposed by 
Hindustan Awam Morcha and 
the ruling alliance.

Bihar will vote in a two-
phase election starting No-
vember 6, with results de-
clared on November 14, 
setting the stage for a heat-
ed contest between the BJP-
JDU alliance and the Con-
gress-RJD opposition.

Bastar Faces Bloodiest Push Against Maoists

T P N  C o r re s p o n d e n t  | 
Chhattisgarh

 As the March 31, 2026 
deadline to eliminate Left 
Wing Extremism (LWE) ap-
proaches, Bastar remains a 
flashpoint of violence, with 
decades of conflict leaving 
deep scars on the region. 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah had described this pe-
riod as the “final phase” of 
India’s long war against 
Maoist insurgency, but the 
human and operational cost 
continues to mount.

O ff i c i a l  re c o rd s  f ro m 
2001 to October 27, 2025, 

show Bastar has witnessed 
3,404 armed encounters be-
tween security forces and 
Maoists, with 1,541 insur-
gents killed. The year 2025 
alone was among the deadli-
est, registering 89 encoun-
ters and 224 Maoist fatali-
t ies, the highest  in  two 

decades. Security forces 
have lost 1,315 personnel in 
the same period, with par-
ticularly heavy casualties in 
2010 and 2017 due to am-
bushes and IED attacks.

Civilian casualties remain 
stark: 1,817 innocents have 
died, often targeted as al-

leged informers by Maoist 
squads. Explosives recov-
ered from Maoist hideouts 
number 4,312, including 
820 in  2025, a longside 
3,327 recorded weapon sei-
zures, reflecting the insur-
g e n t s ’  c o n t i n u e d 
militarization.

Parallel to the violence, a 
growing number of Maoists 
have surrendered. Between 
2001 and 2025, 7,826 cadres 
laid down arms, including 
1,319 in 2025 alone. Securi-
ty operations also resulted 
in 13,416 arrests over 25 
years, highlighting the per-
sistent cycle of recruitment 
and conflict in the region.

Despite years of counter-
insurgency efforts, Bastar’s 
forests remain tense, with 
fear and fatigue dominating 
village life. As the March 
2026 deadline looms, au-
thorities hope for a decisive 
push toward peace, yet the 
reg ion’s  b loody  h istor y 
casts a long shadow.

The figures tell a stark 
story: 3,404 encounters, 
1,541 Maoists killed, 1,315 
security personnel dead, 
1,817 civi l ian casualties, 
7,826 surrenders, 13,416 ar-
rests, and 4,312 explosives 
seized. Bastar’s struggle 
against Maoism continues, 
w i t h  t h e  j u n g l e  s t i l l 
burning.

India Must Reduce Dependence On Foreign 
Critical Technology, Energy: Goyal

T P N  C o r res p o n d e n t  | 
Srinagar

Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal 
on Tuesday emphasized the 
need for India to reduce its 
dependence on foreign criti-
cal technologies and energy 
resources to ensure long-
term growth and national 
sovereignty.

Speaking at an economic 
forum, Goyal highlighted 
that strategic autonomy in 
technology and energy is es-
sential for India to strength-
en its manufacturing sector, 
secure its supply chains, and 
maintain global competitive-
ness. He stressed that while 
imports have supported rap-
id development, over-reli-
ance exposes the country to 
geopolitical risks and supply 
disruptions.

“India  must  invest  in 
homegrown technologies 
and energy solutions. This is 
not just about economic 
growth—it is about safe-
guarding national interests 
and ensuring sustainable de-
velopment,” Goyal said. The 
minister pointed out sectors 
such as semiconductors, re-
newable energy, electric mo-
bility, and advanced manu-
facturing as key areas where 

domestic capabilities need 
to be strengthened.

Goyal also urged business-
es and startups to focus on 
innovation and research in 
critical technologies. “We 
need an ecosystem where In-
dian enterprises can develop 
cutting-edge solutions, re-
ducing the country’s de-
pendence on imports while 

creating high-value jobs at 
home,” he added.

The minister’s remarks 
come at a time when India is 
strategically expanding its 
industrial base and pursuing 
policies to encourage self-
reliance under the “Make in 
India” and “Atmanirbhar 
Bharat” initiatives. Goyal un-
derlined that investments in 

renewable energy, battery 
storage, and digital infra-
structure are critical  to 
achieving energy security 
a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
independence.

He concluded by stating 
that reducing foreign de-
pendence is a long-term en-
deavor requiring collabora-
t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e 

government, private sector, 
and research institutions. 
“ T h i s  i s  t h e  p a t h  t o                 
sustainable growth, econom-
ic resilience, and national 
s o v e r e i g n t y,” h e  s a i d ,             
reinforcing India’s commit-
ment to building a robust 
domestic  industrial  and 
technological foundation.

President Murmu Meets 
Rafale Pilot, Pakistan Claims 

Debunked

TPN Correspondent | 
New Delhi

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Wednesday met 
Squadron Leader Shivangi 
Singh, the first female In-
dian pilot to fly the Rafale, 
at Ambala Air Force Station 
in Haryana. Singh posed 
with the President and 
gave her a hands-on tour of 
the fighter aircraft, dis-
missing recent Pakistani 
social media claims that 
she had been captured dur-
ing Operation Sindoor.

Varanasi-born Singh, 
who has become a symbol 
of women’s achievements 
in the Indian Air Force, was 
seen standing tall in flight 
overalls alongside the 
President, with the Rafale 
jet in the background. The 
visit highlighted India’s op-

erational readiness and re-
affirmed confidence in its 
air force personnel.

The Pakistani claims, 
circulated widely on social 
media, suggested that Sin-
gh’s aircraft had been shot 
down and that she had 
been captured. Indian au-
thorities clarified that 
these reports were false, 
and videos purporting to 
show her “grief-stricken 
family” were unrelated, ac-
tually depicting the family 
of  Sergeant  Surendra 
Kumar.

O p e r a t i o n  S i n d o o r, 
launched in May as a re-
sponse to a terror attack in 
Jammu & Kashmir’s Pahal-
ga m  re g i o n ,  i n vo l ve d 
heightened aerial opera-
tions along the border. Pa-
kistani sources had exag-

gerated their  mil itary 
success, claiming to have 
downed six Indian jets, in-
cluding Singh’s, while India 
reported that Pakistan suf-
f e r e d  l o s s e s  i n  t h e 
engagement.

President Murmu’s visit 
underscores India’s com-
mitment to honoring its 
armed forces while coun-
tering misinformation. The 
interaction with Squadron 
Leader Singh also served 
to inspire young women 
across the country, high-
lighting their growing role 
in the defense sector. The 
display of India’s Rafale ca-
pability and Singh’s leader-
ship reflects the nation’s 
continued focus on opera-
tional excellence and gen-
der inclusion in the armed 
forces.

Bihar Elections: Parties 
Lean on Core Caste Bas

TPN Correspondent | 
Patna 

Bihar heads to the as-
sembly polls in two phases 
starting November 6, both 
major political alliances—
the NDA and the Mahagath-
bandhan (MGB)—have pri-
oritized caste arithmetic 
over inclusive representa-
tion in their ticket distribu-
tion. The strategy under-
scores a shift from election 
slogans to hard-nosed cal-
c u l a t i o n s  a i m e d  a t 
winnability.

The MGB, which cam-
paigned on the progressive 
slogan “JiskiJitni Sankhya 
B h a a r i ,  U s k i U t n i -
Hissedaari” (representa-
tion proportional to popu-
lation), and the NDA, with 
its inclusive “Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vishwas” tagline, 
have both leaned on their 
traditional vote banks.

Within the NDA, the BJP 

has emphasized upper-
caste consolidation. Ra-
jputs have been allocated 
21% of tickets and Bhumi-
hars 16%, far above their 
estimated 3% population 
share each. Muslim repre-
sentation has been nearly 
eliminated, while Yadavs—a 
core MGB bloc—received 
just 6% of BJP tickets. 
JD(U) has reinforced its 
Luv-Kush support, giving 
12% of tickets to Kurmis, 
13% to Koeri/Kushwahas, 
and 19% to Extremely 
Backward Classes (EBCs). 
Muslim candidates consti-
tute only 2% of NDA nomi-
nations despite forming 
18% of Bihar’s population.

On the other hand, the 
MGB, led by RJD, has dou-
bled down on its Muslim-
Yadav (M-Y) base, giving 
Yadavs 37% of tickets—
more than double their 
14% population share—and 

Muslims 13%. To counter 
the perception of “Yadav 
Raj,” upper-caste represen-
tation has been reduced to 
8%, while Kushwaha and 
EBC candidates each re-
ceive 10%. The Congress 
has fielded 34% upper-
caste and 15% NYOBC/
EBC candidates to expand 
the alliance’s reach and 
b a l a n c e  c a s t e 
representation.

A n a l y s t s  s a y  t h e                 
allocation reveals a prag-
matic electoral approach 
where parties are consoli-
dating core voter bases 
ra t h e r  t h a n  p u rs u i n g 
broader inclusion. The Bi-
har election, spanning two 
phases, will conclude with 
results on November 14, 
setting the stage for a 
high-stakes contest shaped 
as much by caste arithme-
t i c  a s  b y  c a m p a i g n 
promises.
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Trump Hails Modi as ‘Tough’, Announces India Trade Deal
TPN Bureau | Tokyo

U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday 
praised Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
describing him as “tough 
as hell,” a “father,” and 
the “nicest-looking guy,” 
while also announcing 
that he is “doing a trade 
deal with India.”

Trump made the re-
marks during his key-
note address at the Asia-
P a c i f i c  E c o n o m i c 
C o o p e r a t i o n  ( A P E C ) 
CEOs Luncheon in Gyeo-
ngju, where he highlight-
ed his engagement with 
leaders across the re-
gion. The U.S. President 
underscored his admira-
tion for Modi’s leader-
ship style, noting that 
his  decisiveness  and 
firmness have contrib-
uted to stability in the 
Indo-Pacific region.

In the same speech, 
Trump reiterated his 
controversial claim of  
having personally inter-
vened to avert a “nuclear 
war” between India and 
Pakistan in May. He as-
serted that his diplomat-
ic efforts helped de-esca-
late tensions between the 
two nuclear-armed na-
tions, and claimed that 
seven aircraft were shot 

down during the crisis.
W h i l e  T r u m p ’s  re -

marks on averting con-
flict have not been inde-
pendently verified, they 
come amid heightened 
attention on U.S.-India 
relations and expanding 
trade ties. The planned 

trade deal, according to 
Trump, will strengthen 
economic cooperation 
and open new avenues 
for investment between 
the two nations.

Experts note that clos-
er U.S.-India trade en-
gagement could have far-

reaching implications 
f o r  r e g i o n a l  s u p p l y 
chains, technology part-
nerships, and defense 
collaboration. The an-
nouncement is likely to 
be welcomed by Indian 
business communities 
looking to expand ex-

ports and attract foreign 
investment.

T r u m p ’ s  c o l o r f u l 
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  
Modi as both a “killer” 
and a “father” reflects 
the for mer U.S. Presi-
dent’s unique style of  
political commentary, 

blending personal admi-
ration with asser tive 
rhetoric. The trade deal 
signals a deepening of  
bilateral ties at a time 
when both countries are 
navigating complex geo-
political  dynamics in 
the Indo-Pacific.

India to Repatriate 500 from Thailand After Scam 
Hub Raid

TPN Correspondent | Bangkok

India will repatriate 500 of  its 
citizens from Thailand follow-
ing a crackdown on a major 
scam hub in Myanmar, Thai 
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvi-
rakul announced on Wednesday. 
The move comes after authori-
ties in Thailand received a wave 
of  workers fleeing across the 
border in the wake of  raids on 
sprawling fraud compounds.

The KK Park compound, lo-
cated near the Thailand-Myan-
mar border, has been notorious 
for hosting operations where 
internet scammers target vic-
tims through romance and busi-
ness cons. Many of  those staff-
ing these facilities claim they 
were trafficked into the hubs, 
although analysts note that 
some workers join willingly, 
lured by the promise of  high 
salaries.

More than 1,000 individuals 
reportedly crossed into Thai-
land over the past week after 
Myanmar’s military raided one 
of  the country’s largest scam 
centers. Images from the Mae 
Sot District in Tak Province 
show people navigating the 
Moei River by boat to escape the 
crackdown.

Thai authorities have coordi-
nated with the Indian govern-
ment to ensure safe repatria-

tion. “We are working closely 
with Indian officials to facilitate 
the return of  their citizens,” 
Charnvirakul said.

These scam operations have 
flourished along Myanmar’s 
loosely governed border regions 
since the country’s 2021 mili-

tary coup and the subsequent 
civil unrest. Such hubs have be-
come a magnet for both traf-
ficked workers and those seek-
ing quick financial gains, 
exploiting the lawlessness in 
certain border areas.

The repatriation of  500 Indi-

ans highlights growing interna-
tional concern over cross-border 
scams and the welfare of  work-
ers caught in these illicit opera-
tions. Governments in the re-
gion are now under pressure to 
tighten border controls, improve 
labor protections, and clamp 

down on criminal networks that 
profit from these schemes.

India’s move to bring back 
its citizens underscores its 
commitment to ensuring the 
safety of  its nationals abroad, 
even amid complex regional 
security challenges.

Netanyahu Orders Strikes in Gaza Amid Hostage Tensions
TPN Correspondent |  Buenos Aires

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu on Tuesday 
ordered immediate “forceful 
strikes” in the Gaza Strip, ac-
cusing Hamas of  violating the 
ceasefire. The announcement 
came after Hamas reportedly 
f ired on Israeli  forces  in 
southern Gaza and returned 
the remains of  a hostage pre-
viously recovered.

Minutes after the strikes 
were ordered, Hamas stated it 
would postpone the handover 
o f  a n o t h e r  h o s t a g e  b o dy 
scheduled for Tuesday even-
ing. The Ezzedine Al-Qassam 
Brigades said in a statement 
that any Israeli escalation 
would impede the search, ex-
cavation, and recovery of  the 
bodies.

On Monday, Hamas handed 
over the 16th of  28 hostage 
bodies under the ceasefire 
deal effective from October 10. 
However, forensic checks re-
vealed the remains belonged 
to the same hostage returned 
two years ago — Ofir Tzarfati. 
Israeli officials accused Ha-
mas of  staging the discovery, 
claiming the remains had 
been reburied before being 
handed over to the Red Cross. 
Tzarfati’s family condemned 
the act, stating it was the third 
time they had been forced to 
rebury their son.

According to the Associated 
Press,  Israeli  troops were 

fired upon in Rafah on Tues-
day, prompting them to return 
f i r e.  I s r a e l i  g ove r n m e n t 
spokeswoman Shosh Bedro-
sian emphasized that “noth-
ing is off  the table” regarding 
consequences for Hamas but 

added that all actions were co-
ordinated with the United 
States, including President 
Donald Trump and his team.

The situation has escalated 
tensions in the region, with 
both sides accusing each other 

of  ceasefire violations. Netan-
yahu’s decision to authorize 
strikes underscores Israel’s 
deter mination to  respond 
swiftly to perceived provoca-
tions, while Hamas continues 
to link the transfer of  hostage 

remains to Israeli actions.
The international commu-

nity has urged restraint as the 
fragile ceasefire faces mount-
ing pressure amid ongoing 
hostilities and complicated 
hostage negotiations.

Pakistan-Afghanistan 
Talks Fail Over 

Militancy Dispute

TPN Correspondent 
|  San Francisco

Thousands of  Ama-
zon employees in the 
U.S. woke up Tuesday 
to early-morning mes-
sages informing them 
that they had been laid 
off, part of  a broader 
reduction of  around 
14,000 corporate roles. 
Many affected workers 
were retail managers, 
according to sources 
and screenshots re-
viewed by Business 
Insider.

The notifications, 
sent via text, instructed 
employees to check 
their personal or work 
emails and contact a 
help desk regarding 
their employment sta-
tus. A memo from Ama-
zon’s HR head, Beth 
Galetti, confirmed that 
impacted employees 
would continue to re-
ceive full pay and ben-
efits for 90 days, along 
w i t h  a  s eve r a n c e 
package.

The layoffs come as 
Amazon pursues a ma-
jor restructuring aimed 
at efficiency and in-
creased adoption of  ar-
tificial intelligence 
tools. In an internal 
blog post, Galetti high-
lighted that AI repre-
sents the most trans-
formative technology 
since the Internet, ena-
bling companies to in-

novate faster in exist-
ing and new markets.

“These changes are 
occurring despite Ama-
zon’s strong financial 
performance,” she not-
ed. The company has 
been streamlining op-
erations over the past 
few years by reducing 
management layers, 
tightening spending, 
revamping perfor-
mance evaluation and 
compensation struc-
tures, and requiring 
corporate staff  to re-
turn to the office five 
days a week.

Amazon’s cost-cut-
ting measures acceler-
ated after pandemic-
era expansion slowed. 
Earlier in 2025, the 
company froze hiring 
in its retail division, 
and its cloud comput-
ing arm, Amazon Web 
Services, also imple-
mented layoffs in July.

The move reflects a 
broader trend in the 
tech sector,  where 
companies such as 
Microsoft and Meta 
have undertaken sig-
nificant workforce re-
d u c t i o n s  d e s p i t e 
strong revenues. Ex-
perts say AI and auto-
mation are increas-
ingly driving these 
changes, reshaping 
corporate structures 
and job roles across 
industries.

Amazon Lays Off 
Thousands Amid 

AI-Driven Restructuring

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  |  
Islamabad

Pakistan confirmed 
on Wednesday that re-
cent talks with Afghan-
istan aimed at tackling 
cross-border terrorism 
have failed, accusing 
Kabul of  backtracking 
on commitments to 
control militancy along 
the border.

The discussions, held 
over four days from Oc-
tober 25, were facilitat-
ed by Turkiye, which 
hosted officials from 
both nations. The agen-
da focused on finding a 
mutual framework to 
curb militant activities 
affecting Pakistan’s 
border regions. Despite 
repeated efforts, the 
two sides could not 
reach a consensus.

Pakistan’s Minister 
for Information and 
Broadcasting, Attaul-
lah Tarar, emphasized 
that Islamabad had ap-
proached the talks in 
good faith, expecting 
concrete  measures 
from Kabul to curb ter-
rorism. He alle ged 
that Afghan authori-
ties did not uphold 
p rev i o u s ly  a g re e d 
commitments, under-
mining regional secu-
rity cooperation.

“The outcome of  
these talks is disap-
pointing. Pakistan re-
mains committed to 
peace and stability in 
the region, but such 
unilateral backtrack-
ing hampers joint ef-
forts against terror-

ism,” Tarar said.
The discussions were 

part of  an ongoing ef-
fort to strengthen bilat-
eral relations and ad-
d r e s s  s e c u r i t y 
concerns, including 
cross-border militant 
infiltration and extrem-
ist activities. Pakistan 
had urged Afghanistan 
to take strict action 
against groups operat-
ing from its territory 
and carrying out at-
tacks in Pakistan.

Afghanistan’s re-
sponse to the break-
down has not been offi-
cially detailed, but 
sources indicate that 
differing interpreta-
tions of  prior agree-
ments and security ar-
r a n g e m e n t s 
contributed to the 
stalemate.

Regional analysts say 
the failure underscores 
the persistent challeng-
es in coordinating 
c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m 
measures between the 
two neighboring na-
tions. Observers also 
highlight the impor-
tance of  international 
facilitation, such as 
Turkiye’s role, in bridg-
ing differences, though 
diplomatic negotia-
tions remain delicate 
and complex.

Pakistan has reiter-
ated that it will con-
tinue pursuing dia-
l o g u e  w h i l e 
simultaneously safe-
guarding its border ar-
eas through enhanced 
security measures.
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Coal India Q2 Profit Falls 50%
Coal India Ltd (CIL) reported 

a sharp decline in its consoli-
dated net profit for the second 
quarter, falling 50.2% sequen-
tially and missing market ex-
pectations. The company’s earn-
ings were weighed down by 
lower production volumes and 
softening coal prices.

CIL’s Q2 revenue stood at Rs 
30,187 crore, down 15.8% from 
Rs 35,842 crore in the previous 
quarter, broadly in line with 
Bloomberg’s forecast of  Rs 
30,394 crore. The decline reflects 
subdued demand from power 
and industrial sectors amid 
moderating fuel prices.

Analysts pointed out that 
while Coal India remains a dom-
inant player in India’s coal mar-
ket, rising operational costs and 
falling dispatches have impact-
ed profitability. The company’s 
margins narrowed significantly, 
raising concerns among inves-
tors about near-term earnings 
growth.

Despite the setback, CIL con-
tinues to benefit from govern-
ment support and long-term 
contracts with state utilities. 
The company has also been fo-
cusing on cost optimization, 
mechanization of  mines, and 
expansion into renewable ener-
gy projects to diversify revenue 
streams.

Industry experts noted that 
the decline in Q2 profits aligns 
with seasonal trends, as mon-

soon-related disruptions and 
lower off-take from thermal 
power plants typically weigh 
on output and revenue during 
the period.

Coal India remains a key 

supplier to India’s energy sec-
tor, and any recovery in power 
demand or domestic coal pric-
es could help restore margins 
in coming quarters. Investors 
will closely watch the compa-

ny’s operational updates, pro-
duction targets, and cost-con-
trol measures to gauge future 
performance.

The latest results highlight 
the challenges faced by tradi-

tional energy companies amid 
changing market dynamics and 
increasing competition from al-
ternative fuels, even as Coal In-
dia retains a strategic position 
in India’s coal supply chain.

Markets Rebound on Fed Rate Cut Hopes

Indian stock markets re-
bounded in early trade on 
Wednesday, supported by glob-
al cues, hopes of  a U.S. Federal 
Reserve rate cut, and fresh for-

eign fund inflows.
The 30-share BSE Sensex 

gained 287.94 points to 84,916.10, 
while the 50-share NSE Nifty 
rose 86.65 points to 26,022.85 in 

early trading. Investors were 
buoyed by optimism that the Fed 
may reduce interest rates, which 
could ease global liquidity condi-
tions and spur investment in 

emerging markets like India.
Among Sensex constituents, 

Asian Paints, Tata Steel, Trent, 
Larsen & Toubro, State Bank of  
India, and Adani Ports were ma-

jor gainers, leading the recovery. 
Market participants noted that 
foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) had resumed buying, con-
tributing to  the  posit ive 
momentum.

Sectorally, banking, metal, and 
infrastructure stocks outper-
formed, reflecting investor con-
fidence in domestic economic 
growth despite lingering con-
cerns over inflation and global 
economic uncertainties. Ana-
lysts said that optimism around 
corporate earnings and govern-
ment reforms also supported 
buying sentiment.

Globally, key indices in Asia 
and Europe showed mixed-to-
positive trends following upbeat 
corporate results and easing con-
cerns about interest rate hikes. 
Wall Street futures indicated a 
positive opening, reinforcing 
risk-on sentiment in Indian 
markets.

Market experts cautioned that 
while early gains were encourag-
ing, investors should remain 
watchful of  macroeconomic de-
velopments and global cues, 
which could influence volatility 
in the near term.

Overall, Wednesday’s early re-
bound highlighted the impact of  
international monetary policy 
expectations and foreign capital 
inflows on domestic equities, un-
derscoring India’s sensitivity to 
global financial conditions.

Amazon to Cut 14,000 
Corporate Jobs Globally

Amazon on Tuesday 
announced plans to re-
duce its  cor porate 
workforce by approxi-
mately 14,000 employ-
ees worldwide, as part 
of  its ongoing efforts to 
streamline operations 
and become a leaner, 
A I - d r i v e n 
organization.

The Seattle-based e-
commerce giant, which 
employs over 1.5 mil-
lion people globally, 
said the move is aimed 
at reducing bureaucra-
cy and improving op-
erational efficiency. 
Contrary to some me-
dia reports suggesting 
30,000 layoffs, the com-
pany clarified that the 
cor porate job cuts 
would affect a smaller 
segment, with implica-
tions across multiple 
geographies, including 
India.

In India, Amazon 
employs between 1.2 
lakh and 1.3 lakh peo-
ple, with around 35,000 
in corporate roles, ac-
cording to industry 
sources. “A few thou-
sand roles” are expect-
ed to be impacted in 
the country. The layoff  
exercise is scheduled 
to commence within 
the next few days, with 
managers undergoing 
special  training to 
c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e 

changes sensitively 
and manage interac-
tions with af fected 
employees.

The decision comes 
amid wider restructur-
ing in the technology 
and e-commerce sec-
tors, as companies fo-
cus on automation, 
cost optimization, and 
adapting to new busi-
ness models. Analysts 
note that Amazon’s 
move mirrors similar 
steps taken by global 
tech giants in recent 
months to control ex-
penses and prioritize 
high-growth areas.

Industry insiders 
highlighted that while 
the corporate layoffs 
are significant, Ama-
zon continues to ex-
pand its operational 
workforce in logistics, 
delivery, and cloud 
computing divisions to 
s u p p o r t  b u s i n e s s 
growth. The company 
emphasized that affect-
ed employees would re-
ceive severance pack-
a g e s  a n d  s u p p o r t 
during the transition.

The announcement 
is expected to have rip-
ple effects in India’s 
corporate sector, spark-
ing conversations on 
workforce realignment 
and the increasing role 
of  AI in corporate 
decision-making.

IIP Growth Slows to Three-Month Low in September
India’s industrial activity 

moderated in September 2025, 
with the Index of  Industrial 
Production (IIP) registering a 
growth of  4%, marking a three-
month low. The data, released 
by the Ministry of  Statistics 
and Programme Implementa-
tion, also highlighted that in-
dustrial growth during the 
first half  of  the financial year 
(April–September) was the 
slowest in at least five years.

The IIP growth in September 
last year stood at 3.2%, reflect-
ing a modest improvement 
over the same period. Indus-
trial expansion had accelerat-
ed to 4.3% by July 2025, but 
growth momentum slowed in 
subsequent months. Analysts 
attributed the slowdown to a 
combination of  factors, includ-
ing muted domestic demand, 
cautious private investment, 
and lingering global economic 
uncertainties.

Sectoral data showed that 
manufacturing, which consti-
tutes the largest share of  the 
index, experienced a decelera-
tion, while mining and elec-
tricity generation also contrib-
uted to the overall slowdown. 
The moderation in industrial 
output is expected to weigh on 
overall GDP growth in the sec-
ond half  of  the fiscal year.

Economists noted that while 

some sectors, such as capital 
goods and consumer durables, 
showed pockets of  resilience, 
the overall trend reflects a cau-
tious business environment. 
They emphasized the need for 

policy measures to stimulate 
investment, boost infrastruc-
ture development, and incen-
tivize industrial production.

The Ministry of  Statistics 
will  release more detailed 

data on sector-wise and use-
based IIP growth in the com-
ing weeks, which will offer 
further insights into indus-
tr ia l  perfor mance.  Mean-
while, market participants 

and policymakers are closely 
monitoring the trend, as in-
dustrial output remains a key 
indicator of  economic health 
and manufacturing activity 
in India.

Rupee Slips to 88.27 
Against Dollar

The Indian rupee 
weakened by 8 paise to 
close at 88.27 against 
the U.S. dollar on Tues-
day, tracking weak do-
mestic equities and for-
eign fund outflows. The 
depreciation reflects 
investor caution amid 
global and domestic 
market movements.

Forex traders noted 
that foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) 
sold equities worth 
�55.58 crore on October 
27, 2025, putting pres-
sure on the currency. 
Despite the outflows, 
the rupee’s decline was 
limited as a softening 
U.S. dollar and easing 
crude oil prices provid-
ed some support.

The dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s strength 
against a basket of  six 
major currencies, fell 
0.09% to 98.69, indicat-
ing mild weakness in 
the U.S. currency in 
global markets. Ana-
lysts said that a weaker 
dollar tends to ease 
pressure on emerging 
market currencies, in-
cluding the rupee, even 
when domestic factors 
e x e r t  d o w n w a r d 
pressure.

Sectorally, persistent 
selling in equity mar-

kets, coupled with cau-
tious trading ahead of  
upcoming macroeco-
nomic data, influenced 
currency movements. 
Market participants 
highlighted that short-
term fluctuations in 
the rupee are often 
driven by global risk 
sentiment, crude oil 
price trends, and capi-
tal flows.

Economists observed 
that while the rupee’s 
recent depreciation is 
modest, continued for-
eign fund outflows or 
shar p volatility in 
crude oil prices could 
create further down-
ward pressure. They 
advised monitoring 
macroeconomic indica-
tors and global market 
cues closely for clues 
on the near-term tra-
j e c t o r y  o f  t h e 
currency.

Overall, the rupee’s 
performance on Tues-
day reflects a balance 
between domestic eq-
uity market weakness 
and global cues, under-
scoring its sensitivity 
to both local and inter-
national developments. 
Investors and export-
ers are expected to 
track currency move-
ments closely in the 
coming days.
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Lemon vs Lime: The Subtle Difference 
Everyone Misses

They may look alike, 
taste similarly sour, and 
both boost immunity — 
but lemons and limes are 
not the same fruit. While 
often used interchangea-
bly in kitchens around the 
world, these citrus cous-
ins have distinct differ-
ences in appearance, fla-
vour, and nutrition that 
set them apart.

The lemon, easily recog-
nised by its bright yellow 
colour and oval shape, is 
the larger of  the two. The 
lime, by contrast, is small-
er, rounder, and usually 
green. Both belong to the 
same citrus family and 
are rich in vitamin C, 
known for strengthening 
the immune system and 
promoting healthy skin.

When it comes to taste, 
lemons tend to be more 
sour yet slightly sweet, 
owing to their higher cit-
ric acid content balanced 
with mild sugar levels. 
Limes, meanwhile, have a 
sharper, more pungent fla-
vour with a hint of  bitter-
ness. Their zest and juice 

are popular in pickles, 
cocktails, and various in-
ternational cuisines, from 
Thai and Mexican to In-
dian dishes. Lemons, on 
the other hand, are com-
monly used in desserts, 
marinades, and refresh-
ing drinks like lemonade.

Nutritionally,  both 
fruits are excellent detoxi-
fiers and aid digestion. 
However, lemons general-
ly contain slightly more 
vitamin C and folate, 
while limes offer more an-
tioxidants and a stronger 
aroma.

In everyday cooking, 
choosing between lemon 
and lime often comes 
down to flavour prefer-
ence and recipe type. Lem-
ons pair well with sweet 
or mild dishes, while 
limes add a bold kick to 
spicy or tangy foods.

So, while the two may 
seem almost identical at 
first glance, a closer look 
— and taste — reveals that 
lemons and limes each 
bring their own unique 
zest to the table.

Organic vs Non-Organic Foods: Which Is Better for Your Health?
Walk through any supermar-

ket and you’ll see shelves lined 
with products proudly labelled 
“organic.” From fruits and veg-
etables to cereals and snacks, 
organic foods have become a 
global trend. Many consumers 
believe they’re healthier and 
better for the environment, 
while others argue they’re just 
pricier versions of  regular pro-
duce. So, what truly sets organic 
and non-organic foods apart?

How They’re Grown:

Organic foods are cultivated 
without synthetic pesticides, 
fertilisers, or genetically modi-
fied organisms (GMOs). Farm-
ers rely on natural techniques 
like composting and crop rota-
tion to maintain soil health. 
Non-organic foods, on the other 
hand, use modern farming 
methods and chemical inputs to 
increase yield and efficiency, 
which may leave small traces of  
residues—though typically 
within safe regulatory limits.

Nutritional Value:

Research shows that while or-
ganic produce can contain 
slightly higher levels of  antioxi-
dants, the overall nutritional 
difference is minor. Both organ-
ic and conventional foods pro-
vide similar amounts of  vita-
mins and minerals. Experts 
suggest that eating a diverse 
range of  fresh, seasonal foods is 

far more important than focus-
ing solely on labels.

Pesticide Exposure:

Organic produce generally 
has fewer pesticide residues. 
However, conventional foods are 
regularly tested and deemed 
safe. Washing or peeling fruits 

and vegetables can further re-
duce exposure, making non-or-
ganic options safe for most 
people.

Environmental Impact:

Organic farming supports bi-
odiversity, enhances soil fertili-
ty, and reduces pollution. Con-

ventional farming, though more 
productive, can deplete resourc-
es and harm ecosystems due to 
heavy chemical use.

Cost and Accessibility:

Organic food often costs more 
due to lower yields and higher 
labour needs. Budget-conscious 

consumers can mix and match—
choosing organic for thin-
skinned fruits like strawberries 
and non-organic for produce 
with protective peels such as ba-
nanas or avocados.

Ultimately, both options can 
be part of  a healthy, balanced 
diet when chosen thoughtfully.

China’s Heatwaves Threaten Hairy Crab Supply
China’s famous “hairy crabs,” 

a seasonal delicacy prized for 
their sweet meat and golden roe, 
are under threat as the country 
battles worsening heatwaves 
linked to climate change. Farm-
ers say the last three years have 
been the most difficult in over a 
decade for crab cultivation, 
with extreme temperatures dis-
rupting breeding and survival 
rates.

For farmers like Xie Dandan, 
34, who has spent more than ten 
years raising hairy crabs, rising 
temperatures have become a 
major concern. “From 2022, it 
feels like the weather has been 
getting worse every year,” she 
said, as she prepared freshly 
harvested crabs for customers 
at her farm in Jiangsu province 
— the heartland of  China’s 
hairy crab industry.

The labour-intensive process 
of  cultivating these freshwater 
crustaceans begins with larvae 
being raised in ponds for about 
a year. They are then trans-
ferred to fenced wetland farms 
where they grow until harvest 
season in autumn. However, 
sustained high temperatures 
and reduced rainfall have heat-
ed water bodies, lowered oxygen 
levels, and increased the risk of  
disease — all factors that threat-
en crab survival.

Hairy crabs, traditionally en-
joyed steamed and served with 
vinegar, are a symbol of  Chi-
nese culinary culture, especial-
ly around the Mid-Autumn Fes-

tival. But this year, farmers 
report lower yields and smaller 
crabs, leading to supply short-
ages and higher prices across 
restaurants and markets.

Experts warn that climate 
change could make such chal-
lenges more frequent, forcing 
farmers to adapt by investing in 
shaded ponds, aeration systems, 

a n d  i m p r o v e d  w a t e r 
management.

As the heat intensifies, the 
fate of  China’s beloved hairy 
crabs — once a reliable seasonal 

luxury — now hangs in the bal-
ance, with both farmers and 
food lovers anxiously watching 
the changing climate’s toll on 
this iconic delicacy.

Why Cyclones Move Towards 
Land

Tropical cyclones, 
powerful weather sys-
tems that form over 
warm ocean waters, 
are driven and direct-
ed by large-scale wind 
patterns in the atmos-
phere. These storms 
t y p i c a l l y  d e v e l o p 
where sea surface 
temperatures exceed 
26°C, providing the 
heat  and moisture 
they need to intensify. 
However, their even-
t u a l  m ove m e n t  — 
whether they make 
landfall  or remain 
over the sea — is de-
termined entirely by 
surrounding winds.

Cyclones generally 
form between 5° and 
20° north and south of  
the equator, regions 
d o m i n at e d  by  t h e 
trade winds. These 
winds blow from east 
to west as part of  the 
Hadley circulation, a 
massive global con-
vection system creat-
ed by uneven solar 
heating. Warm air ris-
es near the equator, 
moves poleward at 
high altitudes, cools 
and sinks around 30° 
latitude,  and then 
flows back toward the 
equator near the sur-
face. Due to Earth’s 
rotation, this return-
ing air is deflected 

westward by the Co-
riolis effect, generat-
ing the easterly trade 
winds that push cy-
clones  toward the 
west — and, in many 
cases, toward land.

This is why tropical 
cyclones in the North 
Indian Ocean often 
travel from the Bay of  
Bengal or the Arabian 
Sea  toward India , 
Bangladesh, or Myan-
mar. Similarly, storms 
in the Atlantic typi-
cally move westward 
toward the Caribbean 
or the southeastern 
United States.

If  global geography 
or wind patterns were 
reversed — if  the 
trade winds blew from 
west to east instead — 
most cyclones would 
be steered away from 
land, drastically re-
d u c i n g  l a n d f a l l 
events.

Ultimately, cyclones 
don’ t  “seek” land; 
they are simply car-
ried by the winds that 
dominate tropical re-
gions. Their devastat-
i n g  l a n d f a l l s  a re, 
therefore,  a conse-
quence of  geography 
and atmospheric cir-
culation rather than 
any natural prefer-
ence of  the stor ms 
themselves.

Why We Don’t Feel the 
Earth Moving

Even though the 
Earth is constantly 
spinning and hurtling 
through space,  we 
don’t feel any of  this 
motion — and that’s 
because everything 
around us is moving 
along at  the same 
steady pace. The Earth 
rotates once every 24 
hours, which means 
someone standing on 
the equator is travel-
ling at about 1,600 km 
per hour due to the 
planet’s spin. At the 
same time, the Earth 
orbits the Sun at an as-
tonishing 1,07,000 km 
per hour.

Despite these im-
mense speeds, we don’t 
sense any movement 
because it’s smooth 
and constant. Our bod-
ies, including our in-
ner ears — which help 
detect balance and mo-
tion — can only feel 
changes in speed or di-
rection, known as ac-
celeration. For exam-
p l e ,  w h e n  a  c a r 
suddenly starts, stops, 
or turns, we feel it im-
mediately. But once 
the car cruises smooth-
ly at a constant speed, 
that sensation disap-

pears unless we look 
outside.

The same principle 
applies to the Earth. 
Since its rotation and 
revolution are stable 
a n d  u n c h a n g i n g , 
there’s no acceleration 
for us to detect. Every-
thing — the air, oceans, 
buildings, and even 
our bodies — moves to-
gether with the planet, 
maintaining a con-
s t a n t  r e l a t i v e 
position.

We  o n l y  n o t i c e 
Earth’s motion indi-
rectly, through natural 
phenomena like day 
and night, caused by 
the planet’s rotation, 
or seasons, resulting 
from its orbit around 
the Sun and tilted axis. 
Without these clues, 
there’s nothing in our 
everyday experience 
to suggest we’re mov-
ing at such extraordi-
nary speeds.

In short, the reason 
we don’t feel the Earth 
move is not because it 
isn’t moving — it’s be-
cause it moves perfect-
ly smoothly, carrying 
us along with every-
thing else on its sur-
face through space.
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World No.1 Alcaraz Shocked by Norrie at Paris 
Masters

World number one Carlos 
Alcaraz suffered an unex-
pected first-round exit at the 
Paris Masters on Tuesday, 
losing 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 to 31st-
ranked Cameron Norrie. 
The 22-year-old Spaniard ad-
mitted he had “no feeling at 
all” for the ball, struggling 
through a mid-match slump 
that mirrored his earlier 
struggles at Roland Garros 
this season.

“Even in the first set that 
I won, I felt I could do much 
more,” Alcaraz said. “I tried 
in the second set, but it was 
totally the opposite… I had 
no feeling at all.” Despite 
his poor performance, he 
praised Norrie for taking 
full  advantage of  his 
mistakes.

Nor rie,  in  contrast , 
played with poise on the 
17,500-capacity La Defense 
Arena centre court, keeping 
his composure through key 
points and drawing admira-
tion from the crowd for pre-
cise shot-making, including 
a stunning passing shot and 
a perfectly placed lob. “Such 
a special win to beat proba-
bly the most confident play-
er in the world right now,” 
Norrie said.

Alcaraz’s early exit opens 

the door for rival Jannik 
Sinner to potentially claim 
the top ranking if  he goes 
deep in the tournament. 
The Spaniard had returned 
to competition after a three-
week break due to an ankle 
injury that forced him to 
skip the Shanghai Masters.

Other notable results in-
cluded Taylor Fritz cruising 
past Australian qualifier 
Aleksandar Vukic 7-6 (7/4), 
6-2, and Daniil Medvedev de-
feating Jaume Munar 6-1, 
6-3. Rising stars also im-
pressed: 19-year-old Joao 
Fonseca overcame Denis 

Shapovalov, while Canadian 
Felix Auger-Aliassime 
staged a comeback to beat 
Francisco Comesana.

Meanwhile, wildcard Val-
entin Vacherot continued 
his remarkable form, defeat-
ing 14th seed Jiri Lehecka 
6-1, 6-3, and will face cousin 

Arthur Rinderknech in a re-
match of  the Shanghai fi-
nal. The winner of  that 
clash will meet Norrie in 
the third round. Sinner, 
seeded second, begins his 
Paris campaign against Bel-
gium’s Zizou Bergs on 
Wednesday.

Medvedev Cruises Into Second Round at Paris Masters

Former world number 
one Daniil Medvedev began 
his Paris Masters campaign 
with a dominant 6-1, 6-3 vic-
tory over Spain’s Jaume 
Munar on Tuesday. The 
2020 Paris Masters cham-
pion looked in fine form on 
the centre court at the new 
La Defense Arena, wrap-

ping up the first set in un-
der 30 minutes and break-
ing Munar in the sixth 
game of  the second set to 
seal the win. Medvedev will 
now face Bulgarian Grigor 
Dimitrov in the second 
round.

Meanwhile, Canadian 
ninth seed Felix Auger-Ali-

assime kept his hopes of  
qualifying for the ATP Fi-
nals alive with a comeback 
6-7 (2/7), 6-3, 6-3 win over 
Argentina’s  Francisco 
Comesana. Auger-Alias-
sime is currently ninth in 
the ATP Finals race and 
needs a strong run in Paris 
to secure a spot in Turin for 

his second career appear-
ance at the season-ending 
tournament.

Another standout perfor-
mance came from Valentin 
Vacherot, the Monegasque 
wildcard and Shanghai 
Masters winner. Vacherot 
continued his sensational 
form by defeating 14th seed 

Jiri Lehecka 6-1, 6-3 in un-
der an hour. Vacherot will 
face his cousin Arthur 
Rinderknech in a repeat of  
the Shanghai final, with the 
winner set to meet either 
Medvedev or Dimitrov in 
the next round.

Other early-round victo-
ries included Canadian Ga-
briel Diallo, who beat the 
Netherlands’ Tallon Griek-
spoor 6-3, 6-4, and France’s 
Corentin Moutet, who over-
came American lucky loser 
Reilly Opelka in three sets.

The marquee clash of  the 
day will feature world num-
ber one Carlos Alcaraz, 
who will play his opening 
match against Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie in the 
round of  32. Alcaraz, re-
turning after a short injury 
break, will look to make a 
statement after missing the 
Shanghai Masters and will 
be under pressure to main-
tain his top ranking as the 
Paris Masters unfolds.

With top seeds advancing 
smoothly and emerging tal-
ents making headlines, the 
Paris Masters promises 
high drama as players jos-
tle for crucial ranking 
points ahead of  the ATP 
Finals.

Oman Replaces Pakistan at Junior Hockey 
World Cup

Oman will join the lineup 
for the upcoming FIH Men’s 
Junior World Cup 2025 in 
Tamil Nadu, following Paki-
stan’s late withdrawal, the 
International Hockey Fed-
eration (FIH) announced on 
Wednesday. The tourna-
ment is scheduled from No-
vember 28 to December 10, 
with matches to be held in 
Chennai and Madurai.

Oman earned the spot as 
the next highest-ranked 
team from the Junior Asia 
Cup 2024, stepping in after 
Pakistan decided not to par-
ticipate despite qualifying 
through last year’s conti-
nental championship. The 
Pakistan Hockey Federa-
tion informed the FIH that 
the team would not accept 
the invitation, citing inter-
nal consultations with their 
gover nment before the 
event.

Pakistan had been placed 
in Group B alongside India, 
Chile, and Switzerland. 
With Oman taking their 
place, the group composi-
tion has been updated ahead 
of  the tournament. This late 
withdrawal marks the sec-
ond recent instance of  Paki-
stan pulling out from a ma-
jor hockey event in India, 
after the Men’s Asia Cup in 

Rajgir, Bihar, where Bangla-
desh replaced them. The 
withdrawal also cost Paki-
stan a chance to qualify for 
next year’s World Cup, as 
the Asia Junior Cup served 
as a qualifying event.

The FIH had initially 
postponed the official draw 

for nearly a month to ac-
commodate Pakistan’s deci-
sion-making, eventually 
holding the ceremony at its 
headquarters in Lausanne. 
The Men’s Junior World 
Cup 2025 will feature 24 
teams for the first time, 
alongside the Women’s edi-

tion, reflecting the FIH’s 
Empower ment and En-
gagement strategy aimed 
a t  p r o m o t i n g  w i d e r 
participation.

Germany enters the tour-
nament as the defending 
champions, having won the 
2023 edition in Kuala Lum-

pur, Malaysia. The inclu-
sion of  Oman ensures the 
tournament maintains full 
participation and competi-
tive balance, while giving 
the Middle Eastern nation 
an opportunity to showcase 
its growing hockey prowess 
on the global stage.

Fulham Edge Wycombe in 
Penalties to Reach 

Quarter-Finals

Fulham survived a scare 
from third-tier Wycombe to 
reach the League Cup quarter-
finals after a 1-1 draw at Adams 
Park on Tuesday. Marco Silva’s 
side fell behind early when Cau-
ley Woodrow scored in the 
fourth minute against his for-
mer club. The Cottagers re-
sponded in the 48th minute as 
Josh King netted his first sen-
ior goal to level the match.

Despite heavy pressure from 
Fulham, Wycombe defended 
resolutely, with Anders Hagel-
skjaer clearing a Kevin Mbabu 
strike off  the line in the final 
seconds. The tie was settled via 
a penalty shoot-out, in which 
Fulham twice missed chances 
as Ryan Sessegnon and Jonah 
Kusi-Asare were denied by Wy-
combe goalkeeper Will Norris. 
However, after Donnell McNeil-
ly’s effort was saved, Issa Diop 
scored the decisive penalty, 
sending Fulham through. The 
win ended a four-game losing 
streak that had dropped Ful-
ham to 17th in the Premier 
League.

West London rivals Brentford 

also  advanced,  thrashing 
Grimsby 5-0 at Blundell Park. 
The fourth-tier Mariners had 
shocked Manchester United 
and Sheffield Wednesday in ear-
lier rounds but were quickly 
subdued.  Mathias  Jensen 
opened the scoring from 20 
yards, followed by a Keane Lew-
is-Potter header and Reiss Nel-
son strike before halftime. Fa-
bio Carvalho added a penalty in 
the second half, with Nathan 
Collins completing the rout. 
Brentford manager Keith An-
drews praised his squad’s depth 
and competitiveness, aiming 
for their first major cup final.

Third-tier Cardiff  City joined 
the quarter-finals after beating 
Championship side Wrexham 
2-1 in an all-Welsh clash. Yousef  
Salech gave Cardiff  the lead, 
before Kieffer Moore equalised 
for Wrexham. Will Fish secured 
victory with a 71st-minute fin-
ish. Cardiff  reached the quar-
ter-finals for the first time since 
the 2011-12 final, with boss Bri-
an Barry-Murphy highlighting 
the team’s resilience and com-
posure under pressure.

Rohit Sharma 
Becomes No. 1 ODI 

Batter

Former India skipper Rohit 
Sharma created history on 
Wednesday by becoming the 
No. 1-ranked player in the ICC 
Men’s ODI Batter Rankings for 
the first time in his career.

Rohit moved up two spots to 
claim the top position following 
his unbeaten century in the 
third and final ODI against 
Australia in Sydney, where he 
led India to a commanding 
n i n e - w i cke t  v i c t o r y.  T h e 
38-year-old right-hander, in a 
destructive partnership with 
Virat Kohli (74*), struck 13 
fours and three sixes to score 
his 33rd ODI century, overtak-
ing Afghanistan’s Ibrahim 
Zadran and India teammate 
Shubman Gill in the process. 
Rohit has consistently featured 
in the top 10 of  the rankings 
over the last decade.

India spinner Axar Patel also 
benefited from the Sydney win, 
climbing six places to 31st 
among ODI bowlers and four 
spots to eighth in the ODI all-
rounder rankings. Other nota-
ble ODI movements include 
New Zealand’s Mitchell Sant-

ner rising to fourth and Aus-
tralia’s Josh Hazlewood moving 
to eighth among bowlers, while 
England’s Harry Brook surged 
23 spots to 25th among batters.

The latest Test rankings saw 
South Africa’s Keshav Maharaj 
jump nine places to 13th after 
taking nine wickets against Pa-
kistan in Rawalpindi, with 
teammate  Simon Har mer 
climbing 26 spots to 45th. South 
African batters Aiden Markram 
(up two spots to 15th) and Tony 
de Zorzi (up seven spots to 47th) 
also moved up, alongside all-
rounder Kagiso Rabada, now 
11th. Pakistan’s Shan Masood 
improved five spots to 42nd.

In T20I rankings, South Afri-
ca’s Corbin Bosch rose 40 places 
to 53rd among bowlers, while 
Pakistan’s Mohammad Nawaz 
jumped to sixth among all-
rounders,  and Saim Ayub 
moved up five spots to 49th in 
the batter rankings.

Rohit’s  ascent to the top 
underscores  his  enduring 
class  and consistency,  ce -
menting his place among the 
elite of  world cricket. 
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Netflix Buys Gujarati Horror Film for 
Rs. 3.5 Crore

Vash Level 2, the 
latest Gujarati hor-
ror film, has made 
waves on Netflix 
since its digital pre-
m i e re,  re c e iv i n g 
strong audience re-
actions and earning 
praise from the film-
makers. Reports sug-
gest that Netflix ac-
quired the digital 
rights for approxi-
mately Rs. 3.5 crore, 
marking the highest 
amount ever paid for 
a Gujarati film.

The movie, also re-
leased in Hindi, is 
being hailed as a 
milestone for Guja-
rati cinema, show-
casing the growing 
popularity and com-
mercial potential of  
regional films in In-
dia .  Net f l ix  wil l 
stream Vash Level 2 
for three and a half  
years, holding exclu-
sive rights to both 

the Gujarati  and 
Hindi versions for 
the first year. Follow-
ing this period, the 
producers have the 
option to release the 
film on other stream-

ing platforms.
P r o d u c e d  b y 

Kalpesh Soni and 
Krunal Soni and di-
r e c t e d  b y 
Krishnadev Yagnik, 
the film features a 

star-studded cast, in-
cluding Janki Bodi-
wala, Hitu Kanodia, 
Monal Gajjar, and 
veteran actor Hiten 
Kumar. The film’s 
music is composed 

by Andrew Samuel, 
while Shivam Bhatt 
handled editing, con-
tributing to the over-
all high production 
values.

Industry insiders 

note that the deal re-
flects the rising sig-
nificance of  region-
al content in India’s 
OTT market, where 
platforms like Netf-
lix are increasingly 

investing in diverse 
stories to cater to 
pan-Indian audienc-
es. The strong recep-
tion of  Vash Level 2 
demonstrates that 
Gujarati films can 
attract substantial 
viewership and gen-
erate meaningful 
revenue beyond tra-
ditional theatrical 
releases.

The success  of  
Vash Level 2 could 
pave the way for 
more Gujarati and 
regional films to se-
cure significant digi-
tal deals, encourag-
ing filmmakers to 
invest in high-quali-
ty production and 
storytelling for wid-
er audiences. The 
film’s horror genre 
and bilingual re-
lease strategy are 
also seen as key fac-
tors in its digital 
success.

Malavika Mohanan in Mega158?  Denies  
Rumours

Ram Pothineni’s Andhra King Taluka May Be 
Preponed

Baahubali: The Epic – 
Full Interview Video 

Released

T h e  m a k e r s  o f  
Baahubali  have re-
leased the full inter-
view video featuring 
d i r e c t o r  S . S .  R a -
jamouli along with ac-
t o r s  P r a b h a s  a n d 
R a n a  D a g g u b a t i , 
ahead of  the film’s 
special re-release as 
Baahubali: The Epic. 
The two-part block-
buster  will  now be 
presented as a single 
cinematic experience, 
hitting theaters on 
October 31, 2025.

In the interview, Ra-
jamouli, Prabhas, and 
Rana took fans down 
memory lane, sharing 
behind-the-scenes sto-
ries from the making 
of  both Baahubali : 
The Be ginning and 
Baahubali: The Con-
clusion. The trio dis-
c u s s e d  c h a l l e n g e s 
f a c e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
shoot, including ac-
tion sequences, visual 
effects, and the crea-
tion of  the iconic Ma-
h i s h m a t i  k i n g d o m 
that became a land-
m a r k  i n  I n d i a n 
cinema.

P r a b h a s  s p o k e 
about  the  physical 
and emotional prepa-
ration required for 
his role as Amarendra 
and Mahendra Baahu-
bali, while Rana re-

flected on portraying 
the antagonist Bhalla-
ladeva, highlighting 
t h e  i n t e n s i t y  a n d 
depth needed for the 
character. Rajamouli, 
in turn, elaborated on 
his directorial vision 
and how he balanced 
grandeur with story-
telling, ensuring that 
every scene resonated 
with audiences.

The interview also 
revisi ted  f an  reac -
tions to the original 
releases,  including 
the unprecedented ex-
citement surrounding 
the film’s cliffhanger 
moments and box of-
fice milestones. Both 
actors expressed grat-
itude to their fans for 
the enduring support 
that helped Baahubali 
achieve cult status.

With the re-release 
a s  B a a h u b a l i :  T h e 
Epic, the makers aim 
to provide audiences 
a unique experience 
by combining both 
parts seamlessly, en-
hanced with addition-
al cinematic touches 
for theaters. The full 
interview video, now 
available online, has 
further fueled excite-
ment, reminding fans 
o f  t h e  f i l m ’s  e p i c 
scale and cinematic 
legacy.

Korean Star Don Lee 
Joins Prabhas in Spirit

Korean actor Don 
Lee, popularly known 
as Ma Dong-seok, is all 
set to make his Indian 
cinema debut in Sand-
eep Reddy Vanga’s up-
coming film Spirit, star-
r i n g  P r a b h a s . 
According to reports 
from a Korean enter-
tainment portal, Don 
Lee will portray a piv-
otal  character who 
stands in opposition to 
Prabhas’ role, setting 
the stage for an epic cin-
ematic showdown.

The casting of  Don 
Lee has generated im-
m e n s e  e x c i t e m e n t 
among fans of  both In-
dian and Korean cine-
ma. Known for his pow-
erful screen presence 
and action-packed per-
formances in films like 
The Outlaws and Train 
to Busan Presents: Pen-
insula, Don Lee is ex-
pected to bring a fresh 
intensity to the high-
octane narrative of  
Spirit.

Directed by Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga, who has 
earned a reputation as 
one of  the most contro-
versial yet commercial-
ly successful filmmak-
ers in recent times, 
Spirit is anticipated to 

be a visually spectacu-
lar and action-heavy 
drama. The collabora-
tion between Prabhas, a 
pan-Indian star, and 
Don Lee, a Korean ac-
tion icon, is  being 
hailed as a landmark 
moment in Indo-Korean 
cinema relations.

While specific plot de-
tails are being kept un-
der wraps, insiders sug-
gest that the film will 
feature intense action 
sequences, larger-than-
life stunts, and an en-
gaging storyline that 
pits two powerful per-
sonalities against each 
other. Fans are eagerly 
awaiting promotional 
material, with the first 
look and teaser expect-
ed to release in the com-
ing months.

Produced by a leading 
studio in collaboration 
with international part-
ners, Spirit is shaping 
up to be one of  the big-
gest action spectacles in 
Indian cinema. With the 
inclusion of  Don Lee, 
the project is expected 
to attract a global audi-
ence, potentially mark-
ing a significant step in 
cross-cultural collabo-
rations in South Asian 
cinema.
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Ram Pothineni’s 
upcoming Telugu 
film Andhra King 
Taluka is reportedly 
eyeing a possible 
preponement ahead 
of  its scheduled re-
lease on November 
28, 2025. The movie, 
directed by Mahesh 
Babu. P of  Miss Shet-
ty Mr. Polishetty 
fame, is said to focus 
on Tollywood fan-
dom and extreme fan 
culture in Andhra 
Pradesh.

The film’s USA dis-
tributor recently an-
nounced early pre-
mieres on November 
26, a departure from 
the standard prac-
tice of  holding pre-
mieres just a day be-
fo re  t h e  o f f i c i a l 
release. Industry ob-
servers suggest that 
this move could hint 
at a preponement to 
November 27, though 
an official confirma-
tion from the makers 
is still awaited.

Andhra King Ta-
luka stars Bhagyasri 
Borse as the female 

lead, with Upendra 
playing a key sup-
porting role. Pro-

duced by Mythri 
Movie Makers, the 
film’s music is com-

posed by the Vivek-
Mervin duo. So far, 
the makers have re-

leased two songs and 
a teaser,  with the 
third single sched-

uled for release on 
October 31, adding 
t o  t h e  a n t i c i p a -

tion among fans.
T h e  b u z z  s u r -

rounding a possible 
date change has in-
tensified as Telugu 
cinema enthusiasts 
eagerly await a solo 
release for the Ram 
Pothineni starrer. 
Analysts note that 
preponing releases 
is often used to capi-
talize on festival 
weekends or avoid 
clashes with other 
major films, and this 
could be a strate-
gic move to maxi-
m i z e  b o x  o f f i c e 
collections.

With Andhra King 
Taluka promising 
high-energy perfor-
mances, catchy mu-
sic, and a storyline 
celebrating fan cul-
ture, expectations 
are high. The indus-
try is closely watch-
ing for an official 
rel e a s e  d a t e  an-
nouncement, which 
will settle specula-
tion and allow fans 
in India and abroad 
to plan for early 
screenings.

Actress Malavika 
Mohanan has clari-
fied that she is not 
part of  Megastar 
Chiranjeevi’s  up-
coming 158th film, 
tentatively tit led 
Mega158, putting an 
end to widespread 
speculation on social 
media.

The big-ticket pro-
ject is set to be di-
rected by Bobby, who 
previously collabo-
rated with Chiran-
jeevi on the success-
ful Waltair Veerayya. 
Rumours about Ma-
lavika joining the 
cast had created sig-
nificant buzz online, 
with fans eagerly an-
ticipating a fresh 
pairing with the Tel-
ugu superstar.

Addressing the 
speculation, Malavi-
ka said she would be 
thril led to  share 
screen space with 
Chiranjeevi in the 
future but empha-
sized that she is not 
involved in this par-
t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t . 
“While I would love 
to work with him 

someday, the reports 
about my casting in 
Me g a158  are  not 
true,” the actress 
stated.

Currently, Malavi-
ka is fully focused on 
her upcoming film 
T h e  R a j a  S a a b , 
which stars Prabhas 

and is directed by 
Maruthi. The movie, 
described as a hor-
ror-comedy, is sched-
uled to release on 

January 9 ,  2026 , 
across multiple In-
dian languages.

Industry insiders 
note that the initial 

casting of  Mega158 
is still under wraps, 
and fans are eagerly 
awaiting official an-
n o u n c e m e n t s  re -

garding the lead ac-
tors and supporting 
cast. With Chiranjee-
vi returning to the 
big screen in a high-
profile project, ex-
pectations are high, 
and every casting up-
date generates in-
tense  discussion 
online.

Mega158 marks an-
other collaboration 
between Chiranjeevi 
and director Bobby, 
following the box-of-
fice success of  Wal-
tair Veerayya. The 
film is expected to 
feature high-octane 
action sequences, 
star-studded music, 
and elaborate pro-
duction values, fur-
ther  heightening 
anticipation.

While Malavika 
Mohanan fans may 
be disappointed by 
the news, her upcom-
ing The Raja Saab 
promises to be a ma-
jor draw, especially 
with the combined 
star power of  Prab-
has and her growing 
popularity in pan-
Indian cinema.


