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TPN BUREAU | Vi-
jayawada Oct 12: In a de-
cisive move to curb the
menace of spurious liq-
uor and illegal belt shops
across Andhra Pradesh,
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu on Satur-
day launched the “AP Ex-
cise Suraksha App”, a
technology-driven initia-
tive aimed at ensuring
transparency, accounta-
bility, and safety in the
liquor trade. The Chief
Minister announced the
launch at his camp of-
fice, asserting that the
new initiative would
mark a significant step
toward eradicating coun-
terfeit liquor and restor-
ing public confidence in
the state’s excise
system.

Explaining the fea-
tures of the newly intro-
duced app, Naidu said
that every liquor bottle
sold in Andhra Pradesh
would now be traceable
from manufacturing to
retail. “Shop owners will
be required to scan each
bottle before selling it to
consumers, while cus-
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AP Govt Launches SurakshaApp to Combat
Spurious Liguor: CM NaiduVows Zero Tolerance

tomers can also verify
the authenticity of the
product through the app.
This two-way verifica-
tion will make it nearly
impossible for counter-
feit or illicit liquor to en-
ter the market,” he stat-
ed. The application will
also ensure that all au-
thorised retail outlets
are geo-tagged, effective-
ly preventing the opera-
tion of illegal belt shops
that have proliferated in
recent years.

Referring to the recent
Mulakalacheruvu spuri-
ous liquor case, which
resulted in several casu-
alties and public out-
rage, the Chief Minister
revealed that 16 individ-
uals, including the main
accused Janardhan, have
been arrested out of the
total 23 persons involved.
“We have also suspended
a TDP leader allegedly
linked to the case. My
government will take
strict action against any-
one involved, regardless
of political party or posi-
tion,” he asserted. Naidu
maintained that it was,

in fact, leaders from the
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) who first exposed
the incident, highlight-
ing the administration’s
commitment to account-

ability and

transparency.

The Chief Minister al-
leged that the network
behind the spurious liq-
uor trade has interna-
tional roots, with opera-
tions traced to parts of
Africa. “Certain individ-
uals are trying to repli-
cate that model here in

Andhra Pradesh under
political cover,” he said,
accusing opposition ele-
ments of attempting to
tarnish the govern-
ment’s reform efforts. To
strengthen enforcement
and prevent recurrence,
the state government has
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formed a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) com-
prising top police and
excise officials G.V.G.
Ashok Kumar, Rahul Dev
Sharma, K.
Chakravarthi, Mallika
Garg, and an expert from
the Excise Department.
The SIT has been
tasked with conducting
an exhaustive probe and
recommending a com-
prehensive revamp of
the existing excise sys-
tem.Naidu dismissed the
opposition parties’ de-
mand for a CBI probe,
calling it a politically
motivated tactic de-
signed to divert attention
from their own failures.
“Those who remained si-
lent when 27 people died
in the Jangareddygudem
liquor tragedy during
the previous regime are
now demanding a CBI
probe. Their hypocrisy is
evident,” he remarked.
The Chief Minister ac-
cused the previous gov-
ernment of promoting
its own liquor brands
and monopolizing the en-
tire liquor trade by forci-

bly taking control of
shops, transport net-
works, and distilleries.
He claimed that during
their tenure, the state
saw the transformation
of ganja cultivation into
a commercial enterprise,
which in turn led to an
alarming rise in drug-
related crimes. “Those
who once encouraged
such criminal activities
are now trying to mis-
lead the public with false
propaganda. This gov-
ernment will not spare
anyone spreading misin-

formation,” Naidu
warned.
Emphasizing that the

welfare and safety of cit-
izens remain top priori-
ty, he said the Suraksha
App will establish a
transparent, citizen-con-
nected monitoring sys-
tem wherein consumers
themselves become part
of the enforcement net-
work by verifying prod-
uct authenticity.In a
stern message to Excise
Department personnel,
Naidu stressed that offi-
cials must discharge

their duties strictly in
accordance with the law.
“Any negligence or col-
lusion will invite disci-
plinary action. There
will be no room for cor-
ruption or compromise
when it comes to public
safety,” he cautioned.
With the launch of the
AP Excise Suraksha
App, the government sig-
nals a significant push
toward integrating tech-
nology into public gov-
ernance. By enabling
bottle-wise tracking, citi-
zen participation, and
digital transparency, the
state aims not only to dis-
mantle illegal liquor net-
works but also to rebuild
trust between citizens,
retailers, and the govern-
ment. The initiative re-
flects Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu’s
broader vision for a tech-
nology-powered, corrup-
tion-free Andhra
Pradesh, one where in-
novation and enforce-
ment go hand in hand to
protect lives and uphold
public trust in
governance.

RK Roja Demands CBI Probe Into Spurious
Liquor Scam, Blames Chandrababu and Lokesh
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Lokesh Orders 30-Year Master Plaﬁs for
Congestion-Free Vizag, Pushes Mission-
Mode Infrastructure Delivery

TPN BUREAU, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Oct 12:
In a decisive move to
shape Visakhapat-
nam’s future as a well-
planned growth en-
gine of Andhra
Pradesh, Minister for
Education and Infor-
mation Technology
Nara Lokesh has di-
rected officials to pre-
pare integrated 30-
year master plans for
the entire North
Andhra region. Chair-
ing a high-level review
meeting at the Vi-
sakhapatnam Collec-
torate on Saturday,
Lokesh emphasised
that the city’s expan-
sion must avoid the
traffic chaos and con-
gestion witnessed in
metropolitan hubs
like Bengaluru and
Pune.

“Big investments
are flowing into the Vi-
zag region. Draw up
specific infrastructure
plans and execute
them in mission mode
with zero inconven-
ience to the public,”
Lokesh told district of-
ficials, public repre-
sentatives and urban
planners. He insisted
on seamless coordina-
tion between govern-
ment bodies to fast-
track development
while safeguarding
citizen convenience.
Stressing foresight-
driven urban design,
Lokesh called for wide
arterial roads, capaci-
ty corridors, junction

upgrades and inte-
grated mobility sys-
tems that would sup-
port long-term
demographic, indus-
trial and logistics
growth.

The master plans
are expected to cover
Visakhapatnam,
Anakapalli, Viziana-
garam and Srikaku-
lam districts, antici-
pating population
expansion alongside
industrial investment.
Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s “employ-
ment-first” agenda,
Lokesh revealed that
upcoming projects, in-
cluding a major steel
plant and a host of
large-scale manufac-
turing and technology
companies, could gen-
erate close to five lakh
jobs in the region.
“This is a once-in-a-
generation growth op-
portunity. Convert it

into jobs and inclusive
development,” he
urged.

To strengthen Vi-
sakhapatnam’s posi-
tioning as a national
technology hub, he in-
structed officials to
identify and develop
sizeable land banks
for upcoming IT parks.
“Create shovel-ready
sites where investors
can plug in and start
building immediate-
ly,” he directed, insist-
ing that streamlined
approvals, complete
infrastructure readi-
ness and speed in de-

livery would acceler-
ate investment inflow.
Lokesh also stressed
transparency and effi-
ciency in governance,
directing all depart-
ments to ensure that
projects are executed
swiftly, openly and
without causing pub-
lic inconvenience.
“Decisions must be
swift, transparent and
people-friendly. Pro-
gress should happen
without causing in-
convenience,” he
added.

The extensive re-
view covered multiple
spheres including re-
gional development,
industrial inflows,

TPN BUREAU, Na-
gari, oct 12: Andhra
Pradesh Former Minis-
ter and YSRCP leader
RK Roja has launched a
scathing attack on the
Chandrababu Naidu-
led state government,
demanding an immedi-
ate CBI investigation
into what she described
as a “massive spurious
liquor scam” devastat-
ing families across
Andhra Pradesh.

Addressing a press
conference in her con-
stituency Nagari, Roja
alleged that all availa-
ble evidence points to-
wards Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
and his son, Minister
Nara Lokesh, as key
masterminds behind
the illegal liquor net-
work. She argued that
such large-scale pro-
duction and distribu-
tion of toxic liquor
could not occur without
the protection or in-
volvement of political

leaders in power.
For the last 16
months, after the NDA
coalition came to pow-
er, spurious liquor man-
ufacturing has spread
across the state,” Roja
said, adding that Excise
Department data re-
portedly indicates a
21% rise in fake liquor,
ganja, and drug-related
crimes during this pe-
riod.Accusing the gov-
ernment of engagingin
“diversion politics,”

——
she claimed that in-
stead of taking strong
action against culprits,
the ruling TDP was try-
ing to brand those ar-
rested as YSRCP sym-
pathizers, misleading
the public and shield-
ing political allies.
Roja demanded the
resignation of Excise
Minister Kollu Ravin-
dra, alleging complete
failure in tackling the
menace and deliberate
attempts to misinform

citizens about the scale
of the crisis.The former
minister also called for
a criminal probe into
Principal Secretary
Mukesh Kumar Meena,
citing administrative
lapses and potentially
deliberate inaction. Ac-
cording to her, these
failures have allowed
the fake liquor trade to
expand unchecked and
cause considerable
harm to communities.
In a startling allega-
tion, Roja claimed that
the TDP had brought in
international liquor
dealer Jayachandra
Reddy reportedly own-
er of four liquor facto-
ries in Africa to repli-
cate an “Africa model”
of spurious liquor man-
ufacturing in Andhra
Pradesh.

She questioned the
party’s decision to field
him from Tamballapa-
lle and continue with
him as constituency in-

charge despite his al-
leged conviction in
smuggling-related cas-
es.Roja appealed direct-
ly to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to inter-
vene and order a Cen-
tral Bureau of Investi-
gation probe into the
scam, asserting that
only an independent in-
vestigation could deliv-
er justice to the families
affected by toxic liquor.
She also urged wom-
en across the state to
join the YSRCP’s agita-
tion, intensify protests,
demand the closure of
belt shops, and press for
strict punitive action
against those
responsible.“This is not
just a political issue, it
is a public health emer-
gency,” Roja empha-
sized, warning that
without immediate and
decisive measures, the
fake liquor crisis could
claim even more lives
and push countless
families into tragedy.

YSRCP Launches State wide Protest Against
ceinAndh

Spurious Liquor Mena

corridor design and
urban mobility initia-
tives tailored to the
North Andhra re-
gion’s growth trajec-
tory. Among those pre-
sent were IT Secretary
Katamneni Bhaskar,
Government Chief
Whip Ganababu, Vi-
sakhapatnam Mayor
Pila Srinivasa Rao,
MLAS, district collec-
tors and senior offi-
cials from urban plan-

ning

and

infrastructure depart-
ments. With these di-
rectives, the state aims
to turn Visakhapat-
nam into a congestion-
free, industry-ready
and technologically
advanced urban cen-
tre, setting the stage
for sustainable growth
for the next three
decades.

TPN BUREAU, Vi-
jayawada, October 12,
2025: The YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) has an-
nounced a state-wide agi-
tation to protest against
the alarming surge in
spurious liquor trade
across Andhra Pradesh.
The protest campaign,
directed by party presi-
dent and former Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, aims to spot-
light the alleged large-
scale corruption and
failure of the ruling Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP)-
led coalition government
in controlling this dead-
ly menace that has al-
ready claimed numerous
lives.

As part of the ongoing
agitation, the YSRCP is
organizing protest dem-
onstrations on Monday,
October 13, in front of all
Excise Department of-

fices across the state.
Party leaders, cadre, and
supporters will gather to
submit petitions de-
manding immediate and
decisive action against
those involved in the il-
licit liquor trade. The
party alleges deep-rooted
political patronage and
involvement of key rul-
ing party leaders in this
illegal racket, placing
the health and safety of
the common people at
risk.

The YSRCP has called
for a comprehensive in-
vestigation into all wine
shops, bars, and belt
shops to expose those
running the spurious lig-
uor network regardless
of their political affilia-
tions. A central investi-
gative agency probe by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
been demanded to en-

sure an unbiased in-
quiry. The party also de-
mands fair compensation
for the families of vic-
tims who have lost their
lives to fake liquor poi-
soning.Highlighting
their concerns, YSRCP
leaders have sought the
rollback of the govern-
ment’s privatization
moves in liquor sales
and called for its return
to direct state control.
They have urged the
reduction of working
hours for wine shops and
the cancellation of li-
censes for bars operating
close to schools, temples,

and public spaces as
measures to curb the
spread of spurious lig-
uor.The YSRCP Women’s
Wing has been particu-
larly vocal, staging pro-
tests across major dis-
tricts like Vijayawada,
Tirupati, Kurnool, Gun-
tur, Visakhapatnam,
Anantapur, and Nellore.
Women leaders dramati-
cally smashed liquor bot-
tles during these protests
while chanting slogans
condemning the govern-
ment’s alleged role in
enabling the illicit trade.

They accused the cur-
rent coalition govern-

ra Pradesh

ment of dismantling gov-
ernment-run liquor
shops to benefit TDP
leaders involved in ille-
gal activities linked to
counterfeit liquor manu-
facturing and sales.YS-
RCP Rajampet MP P V
Midhun Reddy has urged
the Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah for urgent
central government in-
tervention. He described
the spurious liquor rack-
et as alarge-scale, organ-
ized interstate crime in-
volving the manufacture
of toxic methanol-based
liquors that have led to
multiple poisoning
deaths. He stressed the
need for coordinated in-
telligence sharing
among states to disman-
tle the illicit network and
called for tight monitor-
ing of industrial alcohol
to prevent its diversion
for illegal use.
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TPN BUREAU, AMAR-
AVATI OCT 12: The
Andhra Pradesh Class
IV Employees Associa-
tion, a vital partner in
the APJAC Amaravati
coalition of employee
unions, has made a
strong demand for the
immediate implementa-
tion of pre-election
promises made by the
government to its staff.
At a crucial state execu-
tive committee meeting
held in Guntur on Sun-
day, association leaders
decried the coalition gov-
ernment's continued in-
action, emphasizing that
employees, especially re-
tirees and bereaved fami-
liesare bearing the brunt
of unfulfilled commit-
ments and overdue
payments.

Key Demands on Un-
fulfilled Promises

Addressing the gather-
ing as chief guest, AP-
JAC Amaravati State
Chairman Bopparaju
Venkateswarlu called on
the government to honor

State Women's Commission Chairperson Dr. Rayapati Sailaja

Champions Empowerment of Girls at Guntur Event

TUR OCT 12 2025:

In a progressive and
stirring appeal for gen-
der equity, State Wom-
en's Commission Chair-
person Dr. Rayapati
Sailaja emphasized the
vital role parents play in
nurturing the self-confi-
dence and growth poten-
tial of girls. Speaking at
the 23rd Parents' Meet-
ing organized by the
Kammazana Seva Samiti
in Guntur on Sunday, Dr.
Rayapati underlined that
a girl's future is shaped
not just by her education
but also by the freedom
and support she receives
from her parents and so-
ciety. Addressing a gath-
ering composed of par-
ents, students, and
dignitaries, Dr. Rayapati
Sailaja asserted that
girls need a supportive
environment that allows
them to develop self-be-
lief and the freedom to
pursue their aspirations.
"Parents must focus on
fostering self-confidence,
independence, and the

Government Set to Cancel Four
Limestone Leases, Including Bharathi

TPN BUREAU OCT 12:
The Andhra Pradesh
government is preparing
to cancel four controver-
sial limestone mining
leases granted last year,
including those allotted
to Bharathi Cement, As-
sociate Cement Compa-
ny (ACC), and Ramco Ce-
ments. This decision
comes in line with the
Central Mines Depart-
ment’s 2015 regulations,
which mandate that all
new mining leases for
major minerals must be
issued only through pub-
lic auction.According to
official sources, the gov-
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ability for girls to make
their own decisions," she
urged. She stressed that
girls should not only ex-
cel academically but
must also be financially
literate. "Financial free-
dom grants girls the
strength to independent-
ly navigate their lives
and decisions," she
observed.

She called for the
broader recognition of
girls as equal heirs to
families, upholding ide-
als and embodying pa-
rental aspirations. "Soci-
ety should value girls as
heirs and encourage
them to grow in an envi-
ronment that celebrates
their ambitions and
achievements," Dr. Raya-
pati said. She also men-
tioned that increasing
the quality and quantity
of time parents spend
with their daughters is
crucial for their bal-
anced development, sug-
gesting, "The time spent
together at home is irre-
placeable; open conver-
sations diminish misun-

‘derstandigs and the

unnecessary involve-
ment of outsiders.

"Dr. Rayapati high-
lighted the importance
of both physical and
mental strength for
women, reminding the
audience that resilience
in these areas allows
girls to succeed in any
field. Addressing mis-
conceptions around as-
sertiveness, she re-
marked, "It is perfectly
acceptable for girls to be
stubborn when it comes
to protecting and grow-
ing themselves, but not
merely for trifles within
the home."In response to
growing concerns about
online safety, she cau-
tioned parents and girls
to remain vigilant about
cybercrimes. "It is vital
that girls exercise self-
restraint and discretion
regarding their online
contacts.

Social media should be
used judiciously, because
its misuse can invite un-
wanted problems," she
warned. She further en-

the guarantees it gave be-
fore coming to power.
“The government should
implement the guaran-
tees given to the employ-
ees before the movement
takes off,” he asserted,
underlining the mount-
ing discontent among
employees. He noted that
more than 15 months
have passed since the co-
alition government took
office, yet crucial pledges
such as the announce-
ment of Interim Relief
(IR), appointment of the
statutory 12th PRS Com-
missioner, and release of
four pending Dearness
Allowances (DAs) re-
main neglected.
Equally alarming,
Bopparaju said, is the
situation of retired em-
ployees who are "dying
while waiting for their
dues" such as gratuity
and leave encashment.
He also highlighted the
pain of families of de-
ceased employees who
are still awaiting finan-
cial settlements. The de-
lay in clearing thousands

of crores in arrears, cou-
pled with the govern-
ment’s failure to even an-
nounce IR to mitigate
hardship, was con-
demned as a gross
injustice.
Organizational Initia-
tives and Association
StrengtheningThe meet-
ing, presided over by
Class IV Employees As-
sociation State President
S. Malleswara Rao and
conducted with the sup-
port of State General
Secretary Thota Sri
Chennappa, also re-
solved to boost organiza-
tional strength at the dis-
trictlevel. Central to this
resolution is the forma-
tion of district executive
committees for the Class
IV Association in all the
13 newly formed dis-
tricts. “Vacancies of
class - IV employees
should be filled in all of-
fices,” stressed the reso-
lution, further reiterat-
ing the demand for filling
vacant posts across
departments.
Association leaders
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pledged to establish or
strengthen district units
in the next two months,
covering both the re-
structured 13 districts
and one additional unit,
to better mobilize grass-
roots support and effec-
tively address long-pend-
ing demands.

Employee Plight and
Call for Action.

Speakers at the meet-
ing poured out their
grievances, stating that
employees have held on
to hope with the arrival
of every festival, expect-
ing resolution or finan-
cial disbursement, but so
far not a single rupee has
reached them from the
government. The unful-
filled promises include
not just pay arrears and
allowances but also the
provision of cashless
medical treatment via
the Employees Health
Scheme (EHS).Boppara-
ju further indicated that
the APJAC Amaravati
would soon meet at the
state executive level to
decide on the next course

i Releases a Press note with demands

of action and announce
future protest programs
if the government fails
to respond.

Broad Participation

The meeting was at-
tended by senior APJAC
leaders, including State
Secretary General Pali-
setty Damodar Rao, State
Women Committee
Chairperson Smt. Pare
Lakshmi, City JAC Gen-
eral Secretary Mdg.
Shankara Rao, AP Gov-
ernment Drivers Associ-
ation NTR District Gen-
eral Secretary D.
Venkateswara Rao, Gun-
tur District Revenue Ser-
vices District President
P.A. Kiran Kumar, and
district presidents and
general secretaries from
all 13 districts.The press
release concluded with
gratitude from State
President S. Malleswara
Rao and State General
Secretary Thota Chen-
nappa Naidu, reflecting a
unified resolve to pursue
the realization of em-
ployee rights and
well-being.

couraged girls to seek pa-
rental support rather
than fear the actions of
online blackmailers or
cyberbullies.During the
event, Dr. Rayapati Saila-
ja was honoured by the
Kammazana Seva Samiti
governing body with a
shawl and a commemo-
rative memento as a
mark of respect and ap-
preciation for her advo-
cacy and leadership.The
meeting also saw the par-
ticipation of several
prominent figures, in-
cluding AP Technology
Services Chairman Man-
nava Mohan Krishna,
State Kamma Corpora-
tion Chairman Nadendla
Brahmam Chowdhury,
industrialists Nuthakki
Ramakrishna Prasad,
Challa Rajendra Prasad,
Chukkapalli Ramesh,
and Buddhist philoso-
pher Dr. Mallempati
Sambasiva Rao.

Members of the Kam-
mazana Seva Samiti, fe-
male hostel students,
and their parents con-
tributed to an engaging
dialogue on how families
and communities can
further empower girls to
lead, achieve, and thrive
with dignity and self-re-
liance.This event under-
scored a growing move-
ment in Andhra Pradesh
to uplift girls and wom-
en, paving the way for a
more enlightened and
progressive society
where gender equality is
not just a goal, but a
practice woven into eve-
ryday life.

Government Invites Public Ideas for Rushikonda
Palace Utilization inVisakhapatnam

TPN BUREAU, Amaravati, Oc-
tober 12:

In a significant move aimed at
ensuring transparency and opti-
mal utilization of state assets,
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has initiated steps to bring
the palatial buildings construct-
ed during the YSRCP regime on
Rushikonda Hills in Visakhapa-
tnam into productive use. The
Tourism Department has
opened the doors for public par-
ticipation by inviting ideas and
suggestions from citizens, ex-
perts, and organizations on how
best these buildings can serve
the public interest.

Tourism Authority CEO Dr.
Amrapali announced that the
department is seeking innova-
tive proposals on potential uses
for the Rushikonda structures,
which have remained largely
unused since their construction.
Members of the public who wish
to share their ideas have been
requested to send their sugges-
tions via email to rushikonda@
aptdc.in. Dr. Amrapali stated
that the government aims to
make practical and people-cen-
tric decisions regarding these
prime properties.

To achieve this, the Andhra
Pradesh Tourism Development
Corporation (APTDC) is looking
to balance tourism promotion,
environmental sustainability,
and public welfare while consid-
ering future use plans. The focus
of the exercise is to ensure that
the development at Rushikonda
complements Visakhapatnam’s
image as a fast-emerging tourist
and business hub. “As part of
this initiative, we are encourag-
ing citizens to share their crea-
tive ideas about how these build-

ings can contribute to the
tourism sector and local econo-
my,” Amrapali said. “This is an
opportunity for people to take
part in building Visakhapat-
nam’s identity as a vibrant tour-
ism destination while maintain-
ing ecological balance.

”To further expand the con-
sultation, a meeting has been
scheduled for the 17th of this
month with several national and
international organizations.
These include prominent tour-
ism development consultancies,
hospitality experts, and environ-
ment planners. The purpose of
the meeting is to gather a wide
range of professional perspec-
tives on repurposing the Rushi-
konda buildings in ways that
can attract both domestic and
international visitors. Dr. Amra-
pali emphasized that the govern-
ment wants to ensure that any
decision taken reflects inclusiv-
ity and transparency.

Therefore, all suggestions re-
ceived from the general public
and expert bodies alike will be
compiled and studied by a spe-
cially formed Group of Minis-
ters. This group will thoroughly
review each proposal’s feasibil-
ity, sustainability, and potential

P
impact on tourism and employ-
ment generation in the
region.“After reviewing the in-
puts from various stakeholders,
the Group of Ministers will sub-
mit their recommendations to
the state cabinet,” she explained.
“Only after this process will the
government make a final deci-
sion on how the Rushikonda
properties will be utilized.

”The state government’s deci-
sion to seek public participation
is being viewed as a progressive
step toward participatory gov-
ernance. It also marks an effort
to put contentious infrastruc-
ture, created at considerable ex-
pense, to meaningful use that
benefits both the local commu-
nity and the state economy.By
involving citizens and global ad-
visors, the government hopes to
transform the Rushikonda
buildings into iconic spaces that
could potentially serve as tour-
ism resorts, convention centers,
or eco-friendly recreational fa-
cilities, thereby boosting Vi-
sakhapatnam’s tourism profile.
The initiative is expected to set
a new benchmark for accounta-
ble and citizen-driven policy-
making in Andhra Pradesh.

Gement’s Allocations

ernment has instructed
the Mines Department to
submit a detailed report
on the irregularities in
granting these leases.
The department has
reportedly completed its
investigation and sub-
mitted the report, recom-
mending the cancella-
tion of four leases that
were issued in violation
of central norms and
timelines.The controver-
sy primarily surrounds
Bharathi Cement, a com-
pany owned by the fami-
ly of YSR Congress Par-
ty (YSRCP) chief Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy,

where his wife Bharathi
Reddy serves as a direc-
tor. The company had ob-
tained two limestone
leases just before the
2024 Assembly elections,
raising questions about
the timing and legality
of the approvals.

The leases in question
trace back to 2009, when
Raghuram Cements—
later acquired by Bhar-
athi Cement—applied for
mining rights over 509.18
acres and 235.56 acres in
Kamalapuram and Erra-
guntla mandals of YSR
Kadapa district. Letters
of Intent (LOIs) were is-

sued for these leases be-

not inform the Mines De-

=
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fore 2015. However, as per
amended rules brought
by the Central govern-
ment, companies with
LOIs issued before Janu-
ary 12, 2015, were re-
quired to secure all per-
missions and
environmental clearanc-
es within two years, i.e.,
by January 11, 2017.
Failure to do so would
render the LOIs invalid.
Bharathi Cement, how-
ever, failed to obtain the
necessary permits with-
in that period. Further
complications arose
when the company did

partment about the
name change from
Raghuram Cements to
Bharathi Cement. As a
result, the state govern-
ment issued a notice in
2016 withdrawing the
LOIs. The company then
approached the High
Court and obtained a sta-
tus quo order. In 2023, the
court directed the gov-
ernment to hear Bhar-
athi Cement’s case and
decide accordingly. Sub-
sequently, on February 2,
2024 barely a month be-
fore election notification
the then Jagan-led ad-

ministration issued
fresh orders granting
both the leases to Bhar-
athi Cement. A similar
pattern was observed in
the case of ACC. The
company had been is-
sued an LOI in 2010 for a
2,463.83-acre limestone
lease in Mylavaram man-
dal of YSR Kadapa dis-
trict. Post-2015 amend-
ments, ACC also failed to
complete the required
procedures within the
stipulated two years.
When the company, now
owned by Adani Ce-
ments since 2022, ap-

proached the High Court,
it received an order in
2023 directing the gov-
ernment to consider its
case. The YSRCP gov-
ernment then sought
opinions from a former
Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court and the
then Advocate General.
Based on their favorable
opinions, a lease was of-
ficially granted to ACC
on November 15, 2023.
Ramco Cements too ben-
efited from similar cir-
cumstances, receiving
267.30 acres of lease
rights in Jayanthip-

uram, Jaggayyapet man-
dal of NTR district on
March 15, 2023.

Officials now confirm
that all these leases —
two of Bharathi Cement,
one of ACC, and one of
Ramco Cements are un-
der review and sched-
uled for cancellation.
The government’s latest
move signals a firm en-
forcement of central
rules and aims to pre-
vent irregular alloca-
tions of valuable miner-
al resources without
transparent auction
procedures.
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Sharmila Slams Centre for Weakening
RTI Act, Calls for Restoration of

Transparency Measures

TPN BUREAU, VIJAYAWADA
OCT 12: In a sharp criticism of
the Union government, Andhra
Pradesh Congress Committee
(APCC) president Y.S. Sharmila
Reddy on Sunday accused the
Centre of systematically erod-
ing the Right to Information
(RTI) Act—one of the most pow-
erful citizen-centric laws ever
enacted in India. Addressing a
gathering in Vijayawada on the
occasion of the RTI Act’s 20th
anniversary, Sharmila de-
scribed the law as a “revolution-
ary weapon for citizens” and a
milestone in ensuring transpar-
ency and accountability in pub-
lic governance.Recalling the
historic contribution of the
Congress in bringing the law
into existence in 2005, she said
the RTI Act was a proud achieve-
ment of the UPA government
under the leadership of then
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh and UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi.

“It was a visionary step that
empowered ordinary citizens to
question the government, ex-
pose corruption, and demand
transparency at every level of
administration,” Sharmila stat-
ed. She noted that lakhs of peo-
ple across the country had used
the provisions of the Act to ac-
cess government records and
bring irregularities to light,
strengthening democratic par-
ticipation over the past two dec-
ades. However, the APCC chief
alleged that the Narendra Modi-
led BJP government had delib-
erately undermined the Act’s
original spirit through the 2019
amendments.

“The amendments effectively
stripped the Information Com-
missions of their autonomy,
gave undue powers to the Cen-
tre to determine their service

rinivas

conditions, and diluted the fixed
tenure of commissioners,”
Sharmila said. “This not only
weakens the institutional integ-
rity of the commissions but also
discourages officials from func-
tioning independently,” she add-
ed.Highlighting the growing ad-
ministrative negligence,
Sharmila pointed out that the
Central Information Commis-
sion (CIC) has been operating
for months without a full-time
Chief Information Commis-
sioner and is currently
understaffed.

Only a few of the mandated 11
commissioners have been ap-
pointed, leading to massive
backlogs. “Across 29 informa-
tion commissions in the coun-
try, more than four lakh RTI ap-
plications are pending,” she
revealed, calling the situation
unacceptable and indicative of
the Centre’s disregard for peo-

v 3
ple’sright to know. Sharmila as-
serted that the RTI framework
represents the foundation of
participatory democracy, where
transparency serves as a check
on power. “When the govern-
ment hides facts or delays re-
sponses, it is not just a bureau-
cratic lapse, it is an attack on
democracy itself,” she warned.

Emphasising that truth and
openness are essential for pub-
lic trust, she said the weakening
of the RTI system threatens the
ability of citizens to hold offi-
cials accountable for misuse of
authority or funds.The APCC,
under her leadership, has de-
manded a complete reversal of
the 2019 amendments and resto-
ration of the RTI Act to its origi-
nal 2005 format. The party also
called for reinstating the five-
year tenure of commissioners,
ensuring the appointment of all
eleven members in the Central

sk A
Information Commission, and
enforcing strong whistleblower
protection mechanisms.

Additionally, the APCC urged
the inclusion of representatives
from various sections of society,
especially women, minorities,
and marginalized communities
in the information commissions
to reflect India’s diversity in its
transparency institutions.Y.S.
Sharmila concluded by pledg-
ing that the Congress would
continue to defend the RTI Act
as part of its larger mission to
safeguard citizens’ democratic
rights. “Every Indian has the
right to ask questions and the
government has the duty to an-
swer. The RTI Act is not just a
law, it is the voice of the people.
We will not allow that voice to
be silenced,” she declared amid
applause from Congress mem-
bers and RTI activists gathered
at the Vijayawada event.
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Farm Sector in Deep Crisis Under
Coalition Rule;_ MVS Na

TPN | Vijayawada |
October 12, 2025 YSR
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) General Secre-
tary MVS Nagi Reddy
has launched a scath-
ing attack on the NDA
coalition government
in Andhra Pradesh, ac-
cusing it of completely
neglecting the farm
sector and pushing
lakhs of farmers and
agricultural labourers
into distress. Address-
ing reporters at the
YSRCP Central Office
in Vijayawada on Sun-
day, Nagi Reddy said
that the coalition’s pol-
icies have crippled the
state’s agricultural
economy and deep-
ened the crisis in rural
livelihoods.

According to Nagi
Reddy, the total culti-
vated area in the state
has drastically fallen
under the current gov-
ernment’s tenure.
“During the five years
of YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s administra-
tion, an average of
32.94 lakh hectares
was cultivated every
kharif season. Under
the coalition govern-
ment, that number has
dropped to just 28.19
lakh hectares, mark-
ing a steep decline of
11.73 lakh hectares,”
he said. This sharp
drop, he noted, has led
to an estimated loss of
over 3,000 crore in ag-
ricultural employ-
ment and production
value, a serious blow
to the state’s rural
economy. The YSRCP
leader criticised the
government’s with-
drawal of key farmer
welfare schemes such
as free crop insurance,

-A

erving Leader

TPN, East Godavari
Oct 12: Ch. RajuThe
Gokavaram region of
East Godavari District
has long been known
for its spiritual atmos-
phere, humanitarian
values, and traditions
rooted in service and
devotion. In recent
years, one name has
emerged as a bright
beacon in continuing
that legacy Kambala
Srinivas. A spiritualist,
philanthropist, and pol-

ringing Pride
to Gokavaram

itician associated with
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), Srinivas
has earned admiration
both locally and across
Andhra Pradesh for his
selfless acts, innovative
service programs, and
unwavering dedication
to societal well-being.
What sets Kambala
Srinivas apart is the
way he blends devotion
with social
responsibility.

In a political land-
scape often clouded by
partisan agendas, Srin-
ivas has consciously
kept his public service
initiatives free from po-
litical bias. His person-
al philosophy resonates
with the belief, “Ser-
vice is my Dharma —
Society is my Temple”.
This mantra guides
every initiative he un-
dertakes, whether it is
a religious campaign,
social empowerment
program, or poverty al-
leviation effort.Impact-
ful Programs Rooted in
SpiritualityOne of
Srinivas’ most celebrat-
ed initiatives is the
“Bangaru Varalakshmi
Kanuka”. Launched to
honor both the econom-
ic and spiritual
strength of women,
this program involved

creating 2,000 Varalak-
shmi forms containing
atotal of one and a half
kilos of gold.

These beautifully
crafted icons were free-
ly distributed among
women in Gokavaram,
Rampachodavaram,
and Rajanagaram. For
the recipients, this was
far more than a valua-
ble gift it was an ac-
knowledgment of their
dignity, their role in
preserving tradition,
and their place in the
spiritual foundation of
society. Another nota-
ble aspect of Srinivas’
service is his large-
scale distribution pro-
grams. Every month,
he provides 3,000 kilo-
grams of rice to 200
economically strug-
gling families and free
silk sarees to more
than 10,000 women.

These programs are
not occasional charity
events; they are sus-
tained efforts that re-
flect his vision of
strengthening the com-
munity’s social fabric.
In his words, bringing
happiness to society is
equal to visiting a tem-
ple both acts nourish
the soul. Recognitions

that Reflect Responsi-
bilitySrinivas’ work
has earned him signifi-
cant accolades, which
he humbly views not as
rewards, but as remind-
ers of growing respon-
sibility. In 2025, he re-
ceived the “Business
Achievers Award” pre-
sented by Zee Telugu
News Channel from the
hands of former Vice
President of India, M.
Venkaiah Naidu. Simi-
larly, he was honored
with the “Best Service
Award” at the Raj News
Telugu Business Excel-
lence Awards, present-
ed by Andhra Pradesh
State Ministers Kollu
Ravindra and Konda-
palli Srinivas.

For Srinivas, these
awards serve as en-
couragement but also
as a moral signal that
the path of service de-
mands continuous ef-
fort. “Awards bring joy;,
but they are symbols of
responsibility,” he says,

expressing that every
recognition fuels his
determination to reach
more people in need.
Philosophy: Three
Roles, One Path
Despite wearing mul-
tiple hats spiritualist,
philanthropist, and pol-
itician Srinivas does
not view these as sepa-
rate identities. “These
are not three separate
paths for me. Service is
my mantra. Spirituali-
ty is my guide, public
service is my practice,”
he explains. In essence,
his spiritual beliefs in-
fluence his philanthro-
py, while his political
presence offers him an
avenue to expand that
service to more people.
This integrated philos-
ophy also shapes his
outlook on empower-
ment, particularly for
women, whom he de-
scribes as the “power
of religion.” Through
initiatives like Banga-
ru Varalakshmi Kanu-

ka and the provision of
silk sarees, Srinivas
places women’s dignity
at the center of his ser-
vice mission.

Service Beyond
Awards and Politic-
sKambala Srinivas’
programs are not de-
signed to win votes or
gain political influence
they stem from a deeply
personal conviction
that society’s happi-
ness and strength are
the foundation upon
which dharma rests.
He sees social service
and religious devotion
as interwoven threads,
each reinforcing the
other. His temple visita-
tions and religious ritu-
als are complemented
by direct help to the
poor, proving that for
him, spirituality ex-
tends to alleviating the
material hardships of
others.Under his guid-
ance and generosity,
thousands of women
have received not just
gifts but symbols of
respect.

Hundreds of families
have gained monthly
food security. The rip-
ple effects of these ef-
forts reach far beyond
immediate beneficiar-
ies, inspiring others in
the community to take
part in humanitarian
work. Looking Ahead-
When asked about his
future goals, Srinivas
speaks with conviction:
“Every poor family in
the society should live
with self-respect. The
youth should come for-
ward with the spirit of
service. I will continue
to spread Dharma and
carry out service pro-
grams as long as I can.
”In a time when many
service efforts last only
as long as media atten-
tion remains, Srinivas’
commitment to sus-
tained, meaningful
work stands out.

His combination of
spiritual conviction, so-

which he said has left
cultivators vulnerable
to natural calamities
like droughts and
floods. “Major crops
such as paddy, chilli,
tobacco, mango, onion,
and tomato have faced
massive damage this
year. Yet, the govern-
ment has offered no
compensation, no re-
lief, and no reassur-
ance,” he alleged.Nagi
Reddy contrasted the
current situation with
the proactive meas-
ures taken by the pre-
vious YSRCP
administration.

He recalled that de-
spite starting with a
nearly empty treasury
of just 100 crore, for-
mer Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy
had prioritised the
welfare of farmers
through initiatives
like Rythu Bharosa,
which provided 12,500
in annual investment
support to every farm-
er. He also mentioned
that the previous gov-
ernment ensured time-
ly disbursal of free
crop insurance, input
assistance, and creat-
ed price stabilization
funds to protect farm-
ers from market
volatility.“In con-
trast,” Nagi Reddy
continued, “Chief
Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu began his

cial action, and politi-

gi Reddy

term with 7,000 crore
but has failed to deliv-
er even basic support
to the agricultural
community.

Payments are being
delayed, crop procure-
ment is stalled, and
promises made to
farmers have not been
honoured.”He pointed
out that the denial of
minimum support
prices (MSP) has fur-
ther worsened the
farmers’ plight. Many,
he said, have been
forced to dump their
produce on roads due
to lack of proper mar-
ket prices or timely
government interven-
tion. “This adminis-
tration’s inaction has
led to desperation
among the farming
community. Tragically,
29 farmers have com-
mitted suicide since
the coalition came to
power.

Yet, not a single be-
reaved family has re-
ceived compensation,”
he revealed.Calling
the current situation a
“collapse of the rural
economy,” Nagi Reddy
demanded the immedi-
ate restoration of crop
insurance, release of
compensation to af-
fected farmers, and re-
vival of procurement
through MARKFED.
“The government
must act before the
farming landscape in
Andhra Pradesh is ir-
reversibly damaged.
This is not develop-
ment it is destruc-
tion,” he warned, urg-
ing the state to
prioritize agriculture
once again to prevent
further social and eco-
nomic suffering.

Whether it is the glow

cal reach creates a
unique model of lead-
ership , one rooted in
action rather than
words. The Gokavaram
region, and increasing-
ly all of Andhra
Pradesh, sees in him a
symbol of service that
has crossed the bound-
aries of religion, eco-
nomics, and politics.

A Living Example of
Dharma in Action

For the people of
Gokavaram, Kambala
Srinivas is more than a
leader; he is a lifeline
of compassion. By giv-
ing equal weight to reli-
gious practices and
practical help, he
brings a holistic ap-
proach to community
welfare. His guiding be-
lief that only a strong,
harmonious society
can uphold dharma
continues to inspire.

of gold icons in the
Bangaru Varalakshmi
Kanuka, the warmth of
silk sarees draped
around women’s shoul-
ders, or the life-sustain-
ing rice bags that reach
poor households each
month, his work bright-
ens lives while remind-
ing the community of
its own potential for
kindness. In merging
devotion with action,
Kambala Srinivas has
not only brought pride
to Gokavaram but has
shown that spirituality
is most powerful when
it serves humanity. His
journey proves that the
truest measure of a
person's life is not what
they claim, but what
they continually prac-
tice and in that, he
stands as a living,
breathing mirror of
selfless service.
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TPN BUREAU, Vi-
jayawada, Oct 11 - Praja
Arogya Vedika (PAV) has
extended full support to
the ongoing protest of
Primary Health Center
(PHC) doctors, urging

the state government to
immediately fulfil the as-
surances given to them
and restore the supply of
medicines to PHCs
across Andhra Pradesh.
On Saturday, a delega-

tion from PAV’s NTR Dis-
trict Committee visited
the protest camp of PHC
doctors at Dharna
Chowk, Alankar Center,
Vijayawada, where hun-
dreds of physicians from

VIJAYAWADA
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government primary
health centers have been
staging an agitation
since October 4th.

The team expressed
solidarity with their
struggle, stressing that

resolving the doctors' is-
sues is directly tied to
improving the public
healthcare system.
Speaking at the protest
site, PAV NTR District
General Secretary G. Vi-
jay Prakash emphasized
that addressing PHC doc-
tors’ problems is tanta-
mount to addressing pa-
tient concerns and
strengthening the over-
all medical infrastruc-
ture. He noted that near-
1y 2,800 doctors serve in
rural and tribal areas,
often under challenging
circumstances, ensuring
that underserved com-
munities receive essen-
tial healthcare services.

“The government’s in-
difference is unaccepta-
ble. These doctors have
been boycotting duties
and agitating for over a
week to secure promises
already made to them.
Yet, the administration
is responding like a lem-

oncompletely indiffer-
ent,” Vijay Prakash stat-
ed bluntly. He demanded
the immediate cancella-
tion of JVO No. 99, provi-
sion of 30% reservation
in clinical posts for in-
service doctors, and 50%
in non-clinical posts
within the in-service cat-
egory, along with tribal
allowance for doctors
serving in tribal PHCs.
Other major demands
from the protesting doc-
tors include timely pro-
motions, payment of no-
tional increments,
settlement of 104 service
arrears, and complete
government manage-
ment of all medical and
health services.

Vijay Prakash warned
that continued inaction
would severely under-
mine the primary health
system and jeopardize
the public’s access to
quality care.He rejected
any notion that the doc-

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

PrajaArogyaVedika Demands Immediate
Fulfillment of Promises to PHC Doctors

tors are making exces-
sive demands, pointing
out that their agitation is
rooted solely in promises
the government had al-
ready agreed to earlier.
“By fulfilling these just
demands, the govern-
ment will empower doc-
tors to deliver far more
effective healthcare ser-
vices to the people,” he
said.The protest also saw
participation from vari-
ous medical sector lead-
ers, including Dr. Ravin-
dra Nayak, Dr. Kishore,
Dr. Vinod, Dr. Gyanesh,
and Dr. Mounika. Repre-
sentatives from other as-
sociations in the medical
field echoed the call for
immediate resolution of
the PHC doctors’ griev-
ances. A round table
meeting, held at the pro-
test camp, reiterated the
urgency of addressing
these issues. PAV leaders
argued that it was imper-
ative to get the primary

health system back on
track, especially in rural
and tribal belts where
PHCs form the backbone
of basic medical care.
District leaders PBS
Ramavatharam, Leela,
and Bhanu Prasad, along
with several PAV activ-
ists, stood alongside the
doctors, affirming their
commitment to continue
supporting the move-
ment until the govern-
ment takes concrete
action.

Praja Arogya Vedika
warned that prolonged
government silence
could escalate the crisis,
disrupt rural healthcare
delivery, and erode pub-
lic trust in the medical
system. They appealed to
state authorities to dem-
onstrate responsiveness
and empathy by fulfilling
the assurances without
delay, thereby strength-
ening public health in
Andhra Pradesh.

The Andhra Pradesh Police will host the 2nd All India Police
Weightlifting Cluster from October 13 to 17,2025,

markingasignificantsportingeventforpolice

PTN BUREAU, VI-
JAYAWADA, OCT 12:
The All India Police
Sports Control Board,
New Delhi, will take
place at two prestig-
ious venues: the VIT
Campus in Amarava-
ti and Acharya Na-
garjuna University
(ANU) in Guntur. The
event will feature
competitions in
weightlifting, power-
lifting, and yoga
across both men's and
women's categories.
The inaugural cere-
mony is set for Octo-
ber 13 at 8:30 a.m. at
the 6th Battalion of
the Andhra Pradesh
State Police (APSP) in
Mangalagiri.

The ceremony will
be graced by Van-
galapudi Anitha,
Minister for Home Af-
fairs and Disaster
Management, Gov-
ernment of Andhra
Pradesh, as the Chief
Guest, alongside Har-
ish Kumar Gupta, Di-
rector General of Po-
lice, Andhra Pradesh,
serving as the Guest
of Honour. This year's
cluster will witness
the participation of
32 teams representing
police forces from
various states, Union
Territories, and Cen-
tral Police Organisa-

CESL

Expands Focus
from Electric to
Hydrogen Buses

TPN BUREAU, Vi-
jayawada, October 12,
2025: In a major boost to
India’s green mobility
revolution, Convergence
Energy Services Limited
(CESL), a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Energy Ef-
ficiency Services Limit-
ed (EESL) under the
Ministry of Power, Gov-
ernment of India, has
unveiled a comprehen-
sive plan to expand its
clean transportation ini-
tiatives from electric to
hydrogen-powered bus-
es.After successfully ten-
dering over 33,000 elec-
tric buses across

tions, with a total of
1,010 athletes competing.
Including support staff
and officials, approxi-
mately 1,500 members
will take part in the
event, underscoring its
scale and the growing
emphasis on sports with-
in police departments.
The 2nd All India Po-
lice Weightlifting Clus-
ter builds on the inaugu-
ral edition held in
202425, which was host-
ed by the Chhattisgarh
Police in Bhilai. This an-
nual event has quickly
gained prestige as a na-
tional-level platform for
police personnel to show-
case their strength, skill,
and fitness as part of
their professional devel-
opment. Significantly,
this edition is the first
police weightlifting com-
petition to be organized
in Amaravati, the newly
established capital city
of Andhra Pradesh. The
choice of venue reflects
the state's commitment

Accel

multiple Indian states
and cities under various
government flagship
programs, CESL is now
preparing to aggregate
national demand for hy-
drogen buses. This move
marks a significant step
toward achieving the
country’s long-term sus-
tainable transport and
climate goals.CESL, the
Union Government’s
nominated nodal agency;,
will coordinate with cen-
tral and state govern-
ments to align policies,
create uniform procure-
ment mechanisms, and
build confidence among
Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs),
financiers, and state
transport undertakings.
The initiative aims to
overcome the earlier
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physical fitness among
its law enforcement offic-
ers as well as fostering
inter-state camaraderie.

Over the course of five
days, the competition
will see intense contests
in physical strength and
conditioning disciplines,
highlighting weightlift-
ing and powerlifting
alongside yoga, which
promotes mental and
physical well-being
among the officers. The
events will feature ath-
letes competing in vari-
ous weight categories,
fostering a spirit of
healthy competition and
mutual respect. The
Andhra Pradesh Police,
known for its dynamic
involvement in sports, is
proud to host an event
that not only elevates po-
licing through physical
excellence but also pro-
motes unity and national
integration among po-
lice forces. The cluster is
expected to draw atten-

forcesnationwide

tion from police offi-
cials, sports enthusi-
asts, and the general
public due to its com-
prehensive and inclu-
sive approach.

The event will con-
clude on October 17,
after which the win-
ning teams and out-
standing performers
will be honored for
their achievements.
The All India Police
Weightlifting Cluster
continues to grow as a
key event on the na-
tional police sporting
calendar, helping of-
ficers maintain peak
physical condition
while building bonds
that transcend region-
al boundaries.

With the 2nd edition
now underway on the
strong foundation of
last year’s successful
initiation, the Andhra
Pradesh Police’s role
as host demonstrates
its aspiration to be a
leader in police sports
development on a na-
tional scale. This
event promises to be a
showcase of strength,
discipline, and sports-
manship, contribut-
ing positively to the
professional and per-
sonal lives of police
personnel across
India.

Aprotest was held inVJA city under the hanner of the
Public Response Forum at Kalakshetram

Demanded justice for
Y.PurankumarIPS

TPN BHREAU, VI-
JAYAWADA OCT 12: Y.
PurankumarIPS,who be-
longed to the SC commu-
nity tragically took his
own life. The demonstra-
tion called for the sus-
pension and arrest of the
DGP and Rohtak SP,
whom the protesters ac-
cused of being responsi-
ble for Purankumar’s
death due to social har-
assment and caste dis-
crimination. The protest
included a prayer cere-
mony where fat lamps
were lit, symbolizing a
plea for the peaceful re-
pose of Purankumar's
soul. The protest was or-
ganized by prominent lo-
cal leaders including Ko-
lanukonda Shivaji BC
leader Praveen, Kurshee-
da, Nelam Mallishwarao,
Sunitha, Jaladi Shiva,
and others.

Participants empha-
sized that the incident
highlights the ongoing
caste-based discrimina-
tion and social untouch-
ability prevalent in the
country, especially with-
in the police force and
public institutions. They
voiced their demands for
stringent action against
those responsible for
Purankumar’s death,
pointing out the failure
of higher officials in up-
holding social justice
and equality.

The community ex-
pressed outrage over the
role of higher officials in
recruitment processes,
particularly through
UPSC, which they ac-
cused of condoning dis-
crimination. They de-
manded that the
government take imme-
diate steps to provide
equal rights and oppor-
tunities to BC, SC, ST,
and minority communi-
ties. In addition, they
called for swift action
against the perpetrators
involved in the murder
of a Dalit individual in
Rayabareli and con-
demned the incident
where shoes were
thrown at the Chief Jus-

tice of India, expressing
a broader concern over
the respect and safety of
social leaders and judici-
ary figures.

The organizers also
demanded that the au-
thorities suspend and ar-
rest the responsible offic-
ers under the SC/ST
Atrocity Act and other
relevant laws. The pro-
tests underscored the ur-
gency of addressing
caste injustices, not only
to achieve social equali-
ty but also to prevent
such tragedies from re-
curring. The community
has given a strong mes-
sage that their fight for
justice will continue un-
til concrete action is tak-

rates India’s Clean Mobhility

challenge of limited hy-
drogen bus demand,
which hindered large-
scale manufacturing and
adoption. According to
CESL officials, the com-
pany’s hydrogen mobili-
ty plan will rest on four
key pillars: aggregation
of national demand,
stakeholder coordina-
tion, harmonized pro-
curement, and industry
confidence-building. The
overarching objective is
to ensure that hydrogen
bus adoption becomes a
practical and scalable so-
lution for India’s public
transportation needs.
Building upon the suc-
cess of its electric bus
programs such as FAME
India Phase II, National
Electric Bus Program
(NEBP), PM-eBus Sewa
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Comvergence Energy Services Limited

Scheme, and PM E-
DRIVE Scheme, CESL
has been designated by
the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (Mo-
HUA), Ministry of Heavy
Industries (MHI), and
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) as the nodal
and project implement-

ing agency for the de-
mand aggregation, ten-
dering, and deployment
of both electric and hy-
drogen mobility solu-
tions. The company is
also the implementing
agency for the Payment
Security Mechanism
(PSM) under the PM-

eBus Sewa Scheme.
CESL’s earlier success in
electric bus aggregation
has already demonstrat-
ed a transformation in
India’s transport eco-
nomics. Its Gross Cost
Contract (GCC) model
brought down the cost of
e-bus operations to levels
comparable to or lower
than CNG and diesel bus-
es, ensuring financial
feasibility for states and
operators.

The model emphasized
transparent bidding,
standardized technical
requirements, and mo-
bility-as-a-service con-
tractsprinciples CESL
now intends to replicate
for hydrogen bus pro-
curement. Highlighting
the importance of the hy-
drogen initiative, Akh-

ilesh Kumar Dixit, Chief
Executive Officer of
EESL, in a letter to key
stakeholders including
Bhupender Gupta, CMD
of NHPC, reinforced the
need for accelerated hy-
drogen bus demand ag-
gregation to further na-
tional economic and
environmental interests.
While CESL works
across the country, it will
give special attention to
major southern cities
such as Tirupati, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Vijayawa-
da, Hyderabad, Waran-
gal, Bengaluru, Mysore,
Chennai, Coimbatore,
a n d
Thiruvananthapuram.
These citiesowing to
their travel volumes, eco-
nomic significance, and
environmental challen-

en, emphasizing that
Purankumar’s death is a
wake-up call for system-
ic reform and accounta-
bility within law enforce-
ment and administrative
frameworks.

This protest reflects
the rising consciousness
and activism among
marginalized communi-
ties demanding fairness
and prompt justice in
cases of caste-based har-
assment and social dis-
crimination across the
nation. The communi-
ty’s resolve signals a
growing demand for
equality, social dignity,
and the eradication of
casteism in all spheres
of life.

Drive

gesstand to benefit im-
mensely from clean and
sustainable hydrogen-
based mobility solutions.
With hydrogen buses
poised to complement In-
dia’s electric transport
ecosystem, CESL’s latest
initiative signifies a deci-
sive stride toward
achieving the govern-
ment’s vision of net-zero
emissions, sustainable
urban mobility, and tech-
nological innovation in
the transport sector.
CESL’s commitment re-
affirms India’s leader-
ship in clean energy
transitionsmoving from
electric to hydrogen,
from aspiration to large-
scale implementation,
and from cleaner cities
to a truly green nation.
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Prathipati PullaRao Felicitates DSC-
Selected Gandidates in Chilakaluripet

TPNBUREAU,CHILAKALURIP-
ETOCT12:Agrandfelicitationc-
eremonywasorganizedinChilakalurip-
etonSundaytohonorcandidates-
fromtheconstituencywhosuccessful-
lysecuredgovernmentteachingpost-
sthroughtherecentDistrictSelectionCo
mmittee(DSC)recruitmentprocess.
Theeventwasgracedbyformerminis-
terandlocalMLAPrathipatiPullaRa-
o,whocongratulatedtheachieversanda-
cknowledgedtheirdedicationandmer-
itthatearnedthemthecovetedpositions.

Addressingthegathering,Prathipati
PullaRaostatedthattheprogramwas-
conductedundertheguidanceanddirect
ionofTeluguDesamParty(TDP)
nationalgeneralsecretaryNaralLokesh.
HehighlightedLokesh’scontinualeffor
tsinensuringthattherecruitmentproce
ssremainedtransparent,merit-based,a
ndfreefromanypoliticalbias.Pul-
laRaoemphasizedthatdespitenumer-
ouslegalhurdles—overl50courtcas-
esallegedlyfiledbytheYSRCongress-
PartytohalttheDSCrecruitment,Lokes-
handtheTDPleadershipfoughtrelent-
lesslytoprotecttheinterestsofaspirant-
sandupholdthesanctityoftheprocess.

HeexplainedthattheDSCrecruit-

mentprovidedemploymentopportuniti
est016,000qualifiedaspirantsacrossthe
statepurelyonthebasisofmerit.“TheT-
DPbelievesinempoweringtheyouth-
througheducationalandemploymen-
topportunities.Everyselectedcandidat
erepresentsthevictoryofhonestyhardw
ork,andfairgovernanceovercorruption
andfavoritism,”PullaRaoremarkedam
idapplausefromtheaudience.Healso-
creditedTDPchiefandChiefMinisterN.
ChandrababuNaidufordesigningasys-
temthatprioritizesknowledgeandqual-
ificationratherthanpoliticalinfluence.
Laudingthesuccessof48candidates-
fromtheChilakaluripetconstituency,P
ullaRaonotedthattheirachievement-
wasamatteroflocalprideandareflection
ofthetown’sgrowingemphasisoneduca
tionandemploymentpreparation.
Heencouragedthenewlyrecruited-
teacherstoservesocietywithcommitme
nt,discipline,andintegrity,aseducation
hasthepowertoshapethefutureofthesta
te.“TheyouthofAndhraPradeshlookup
toleaderswhostandbytheirpromises-
,anditisbecauseofChandrababulNaidu-
andNaraLokeshthatthousandsofaspir-
antsnowhavegovernmentjobs.
Theyhavesetanewbenchmarkfortra

REGIONAL

nsparencyinrecruitment,”headded.
Thefelicitationeventwitnessedenthu-
siasticparticipationfromlocalleaders,p
artyfunctionaries,andthefamiliesofsu
ccessfulcandidates.MunicipalChairm
anSheikhRafani,MarketYardC-
hairmanSheikhKarimulla,andViceCh
airmanPilliKoteswaraRaowerea-
mongthedignitariespresent.SeniorTD-
PleadersincludingNelluruSadasiva-
Rao,PathanSamadKhan,andMaddu-
malaRavicongratulatedtheselected-
candidatesandpraisedtheirpersever-
ance.
Severalparticipantsalsoex-
pressedtheirgratitudetotheTDPleader-
shipforensuringacorruption-freere-
cruitmentprocess.
Theystatedthattheopportuni-
tynotonlychangedtheirpersonallivesb-
utalsoinspiredhundredsofotherstopur-
suetheirdreamswithreneweddetermi-
nation.Theeventconcludedwithinform
alinteractions,distributionoffelicitati-
onmementos,andcelebratorycheerasa-
ttendeespledgedcontinuedsupport-
fordevelopmentalandeducationalini-
tiativesintheregion.
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Palnadu Collector Urges Citizens
to Use “Mee Kosam” Services for
Grievance Redressal

TPN BUREAU, Pal-
nadu District Oct 12:
The District Collector
Kritika Shukla has ap-
pealed to citizens to
actively utilize the
“Mee Kosam” Call
Center and online fa-
cilities for faster reso-
lution of their griev-
ances. Speaking in a
statement issued on
Sunday, she reminded
the public that griev-
ances can be regis-
tered by dialing 1100,
the dedicated Mee Ko-
sam Call Center num-
ber, or by visiting the
official website Mee-
kosam.ap.gov.in.
Through these plat-
forms, applicants can
not only lodge fresh
complaints but also
track the status of
their pending peti-
tions in real-time.

The Collector em-
phasized that these
services aim to make
grievance redressal
more transparent,
swift, and accessible to
every citizen in the
district.Highlighting
the importance of pro-
active participation,
Shukla announced
that the Public Griev-
ance Redressal System
(PGRS) programme
will be organized at
the Collectorate in

Narasaraopet on Mon-
day, October 13, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Offi-
cials from all depart-
ments will be present
during the event to ad-
dress the concerns of
the public.

She urged citizens
intending to attend the
programme to come
prepared with all rele-
vant documents. This
includes original peti-
tions, valid identifica-
tion details, and ac-
knowledgment slips
from earlier submis-
sions (if applicable).
Such preparedness,
she noted, would help
ensure that their
grievances are pro-
cessed quickly and ef-
fectively during the
session. The Collector
further informed that
once issues are ad-
dressed, petitioners
will receive SMS alerts
on their registered mo-
bile numbers, provid-
ing clear confirmation
about the resolution.

In addition, notices
and endorsements re-
garding grievance clo-
sure or administrative
action are being dis-
patched through
WhatsApp and regis-
tered post. This ap-
proach is intended to
shorten communica-

tion delays and allow
citizens to receive up-
dates promptly with-
out the need to make
repeated visits to gov-
ernment offices.Shuk-
la stated that griev-
ance redressal is a key
priority for the district
administration and
that technology-driven
solutions like Mee Ko-
sam are instrumental
in bridging the gap be-
tween citizens and of-
ficials. By integrating
both digital and physi-
cal channels such as
call centers, websites,
SMS, and WhatsApp,
the administration
hopes to make the
grievance process
more user-friendly
and effective.

She concluded by en-
couraging all citizens
to come forward, make
use of the available
services, and partici-
pate in the collective
effort to strengthen
transparent govern-
ance in Palnadu.
“Your cooperation is
essential in helping us
serve you better,” she
remarked, underscor-
ing that government
responsiveness de-
pends not only on ad-
ministrative systems
but also on active pub-
lic engagement.
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Five Students Swept Away hy Waves at
ChiralaVadarevu Beach, Three Dead, Search
On for Two Missing.

TPN BUREAU, CHIRA-
LA, OCT 12: Tragedy
struck the coastal waters
of Vadarevu Beach in
Chirala mandal of Bap-
atla district on Sunday,
when five students were
swept away by powerful
waves. The incident has
cast a pall over the holi-
day mood, as rescue
teams continue search-
ing for two of the miss-
ing youths. According to
eye witnesses, the group
of ten engineering stu-
dents from Wits Univer-
sity in Amaravati had
come to Vadarevu for a
Sunday outing. Vadare-
vu, along with nearby
Suryalanka Beach, is a
popular tourist spot dur-
ing weekends and
holidays.

The students, excited
to enjoy the sea, entered
the water in the after-
noon. Suddenly, strong
waves pulled several of
them out to deeper wa-
ters before they could re-
act.Among those who
were caught by the pow-
erful current were Sri
Saket, Sai Manideep, and
Jeevan Satwik, all from

Hyderabad, as well as So-
mesh and Gautam, both
hailing from Chirala. Lo-
cal fishermen and swim-
mers, seeing the group in
distress, rushed to help.
Despite their valiant ef-
forts, three of the youths
Sri Saket, Sai Manideep,
and Jeevan Satwik could
not be saved.

The sea carried them
away, and their lifeless
bodies washed ashore
shortly afterward.The
bodies have been shifted
to Chirala Government
Hospital for post-mortem
formalities, and their
families have been in-
formed. The news has
come as a devastating
blow to parents and
classmates, many of
whom have gathered at
the hospital in shock and
grief. Meanwhile, So-
mesh and Gautam re-
main missing. Officials
from the Fire Depart-
ment and the Fisheries
Department have de-
ployed rescue boats and
special lighting equip-
ment, including dragon
lights, to aid in night-
time search operations.
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The strong currents
and choppy waters have
posed significant chal-
lenges to the search
teams, but authorities re-
main hopeful they will
locate the missing
youths.Bapatla District
Superintendent of Police
Umamaheshwar person-
ally visited the site to
oversee the rescue ef-
forts and assured that all
possible measures were
being taken. He also ap-
pealed to the public to
exercise caution when

entering the se:;, espe-

cially during periods of
rough weather. Incidents
such as this have once
again highlighted the
need for increased safety
measures and public
awareness at beaches in
Andhra Pradesh.

While Vadarevu and
Suryalanka beaches are
popular destinations,
they have witnessed ac-
cidents in the past due to
strong tidal conditions.
Officials are likely to re-
view safety protocols, in-

cludlng the deployment
of lifeguards and warn-
ing systems, to prevent
similar tragedies in the
future.As rescue opera-
tions continue late into
the night, hopes remain
pinned on finding the
missing students and
bringing closure to the
grieving families. The
incident serves as a so-
bering reminder of the
unpredictable nature of
the sea and the impor-
tance of vigilance near
coastal waters.

Distribution of Clothes to 53 Tribal Children
by Jana Sena Leaders in Poyya Panchayat

c
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TPN BUREAU, Thot-
tambedu, OCT 12: As
part of the ongoing Jana
Sena tour focused on
grassroots welfare, Jana
Sena leaders recently
visited the Scheduled
Tribe colony under
Poyya Panchayat in
Thottambedu mandal to

clothes for tribal chil-
dren. Over 50 children
residing in the ST colony
received new clothing ar-
ranged directly by Jana
Sena leaders, bringing
joy to the children and
their families.

The local trlbal com-
munity expressed deep
gratitude and happiness
as the leaders went them-
selves to the colony for
this humanitarian ges-
ture. The initiative em-
phasized Jana Sena's
commitment to address-
ing the basic needs of

tribal and marginalized
communities. Several
prominent Jana Sena fig-
ures actively participat-
ed in the clothes distri-
bution program. Leaders
including Peta Chan-
drasekhar, Peta Chiran-
jeevi, Gandham Srinu,
Mani, Dr. Nakka Prasad,
Arif, Mahesh, Pradeep
Kumar, Naveen, Mahesh,
Dinesh, Kallipudi Ven-
katesh, Ramesh Babu,
Muni Chandra, Raja,
Ganesh, and Muni Ku-
mar were all present,
showing strong party
support and unity in this
social cause.

The event highlighted
the party's concern for
tribal welfare in remote
areas and the impor-
tance of direct commu-
nity engagement by po-
litical leaders. By
personally overseeing

the distribution, the
Jana Sena leaders almed
to build trust and open-
ness with the local popu-
lation, many of whom
face economic hard-
ships. This clothes distri-
bution program is part
of a wider Jana Sena ef-
fort to connect with di-
verse communities
across Andhra Pradesh
and contribute to their
upliftment.

The leaders assured
continued focus on wel-
fare initiatives aimed at
improving living stand-
ards and basic amenities
for tribal and rural resi-
dents.The children and
their parents expressed
considerable happiness
and appreciation for the
care and attention re-
ceived from the Jana
Sena team during this
event.
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Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has reignited
the call for a modern
Swadeshi movement,
emphasizing that today’s
version is not about re-
jecting globalization, but
about strategic self-reli-
ance. Amid rising US tar-
iffs on Indian goods and
H-1B visa fee hikes, the
government is urging
citizens and industries
to focus on building do-
mestic capabilities un-
der initiatives like ‘Make
in India 2.0’ and ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’.

The Swadeshi move-
ment historically fos-
tered nationalist unity;
in its modern form, it
aims to instill economic
confidence. With the US
tariffs creating both
short-term challenges
and long-term opportu-
nities, India must pivot
from overdependence on
a single market to build-

IndiaAttracts

Path to India’s Self-Reliance

ing resilient, diversified
trade networks. The cri-
sis provides a chance to
restructure trade, up-
grade domestic indus-
tries, and position India
as a reliable alternative
manufacturing hub for
global companies.
Instead of merely rely-
ing on slogans, leaders
are encouraged to take
tangible steps by promot-
ing the consumption of
Indian-made goods and
incentivizing domestic
production. Strengthen-
ing local demand reduc-
es vulnerability to tariffs
while enhancing bar-
gaining power in inter-
national trade negotia-
tions. Sectors such as
electronics, pharmaceu-
ticals, textiles, auto com-
ponents, and green tech-
nology present
opportunities for India
to attract foreign direct
investment and co-manu-

facturing partnerships
with allies of the US, cre-
ating new value-chain
alliances.

Domestic innovation
is central to this vision.
Investments in semicon-
ductors, EV batteries,
aerospace, defense, and
high-end manufacturing
are crucial, allowing In-
dia to move up the value
chain beyond low-cost la-
bor competition. Digital
Swadeshi initiatives, in-
cluding homegrown fin-
tech, social media, AI,
and quantum platforms,
can reduce reliance on
foreign technology while
fostering a robust tech
ecosystem. Green
Swadeshi efforts in solar,
hydrogen, and EV tech-
nologies further
strengthen self-reliance.

Agriculture and food
security also form key
pillars, as India can re-
duce imports of items

Record Foreign
Investment Despite
Rupee Weakness

Global central banks
are no longer moving in
unison, creating a frag-
mented monetary land-
scape. The United
States Federal Reserve
recently cut its policy
rate by 25 basis points,
bringing it to arange of
4-4.25 per cent. In con-
trast, the European
Central Bank (ECB) re-
mains cautious, hold-
ing rates steady as it
balances inflation con-
cerns with sluggish
growth. Japan contin-
ues its ultra-loose mon-
etary policy with near-
zerorates and extensive
bond purchases, while
China is aggressively
easing policy rates to
support its slowing
economy. This diver-
gence marks a clear de-
parture from the post-
pandemic trend when
most central banks
tightened policies col-
lectively to combat in-
flation. Liquidity is
now being injected in
some regions while
withdrawn in others,
creating yield differen-
tials that scatter capital
flows rather than chan-
neling them uniformly.

Amid this global

monetary complexity,
the Indian rupee is un-
der pressure, recently
slipping past Rs 88 to
the dollar, marking a
historic low. Conven-
tional wisdom would
suggest that a weaken-
ing currency deters for-
eign investors, yet para-
doxically, inflows into
India continue unabat-
ed. Foreign portfolio in-
vestments (FPIs)
surged, crossing $14.6
billion in equities and
nearly $9-10 billion in
debt in FY25. Momen-
tum is expected to ac-
celerate with India’s
inclusion in JPMor-
gan’s Emerging Market
Bond Index, which be-
gan in June 2024 and
will reach full weight
by March 2025, poten-
tially attracting $20-25
billion in debt inflows.

Why do investors re-
main bullish despite
the rupee depreciation?
Three key factors stand
out. First, India’s rela-
tive growth advantage
is unmatched, with pro-
jected GDP growth of
6.5 per cent in FY2025,
compared with 0.7 per
cent in the eurozone

and 0.9 per cent in the
United States. Second,
macroeconomic credi-
bility matters: August
2025 inflation moderat-
ed to 4.9 per cent, with-
in the Reserve Bank of
India’s target range, re-
flecting steady and
credible policy manage-
ment. Third, index-
driven and structural
flows provide stability;,
as pension funds and
sovereign wealth funds
allocate resources to In-
dia due to benchmark
mandates rather than
speculative motives.

Combined, these fac-
tors explain the para-
dox: despite the rupee’s
weakness, India re-
mains a magnet for cap-
ital. It offers relative
safety compared with
emerging peers like
Turkey, South Africa,
or Brazil and delivers
higher returns than de-
veloped markets such
as the US or Europe. In
a world of fragmented
global liquidity, India
stands out as a pre-
ferred investment des-
tination, underpinned
by growth, stability,
and structural inflows.

OPINION

like edible oil and simul-
taneously emerge as a
global food exporter. MS-
MEs and startups will be
critical drivers, generat-
ing employment and fos-
tering innovation, lever-
aging India’s
demographic advantage
of a youthful workforce.

The modern Swadeshi
movement is a strategic
response to uncertainty
in global trade. It is not
merely a policy direction
but a national necessity,
ensuring that India re-
mains resilient, self-reli-
ant, and positioned to
convert challenges like
US tariffs into long-term
economic strength and
global influence. By fo-
cusing on domestic capa-
bility, innovation, and
diversified trade, India
can safeguard its eco-
nomic sovereignty and
emerge stronger in the
global order.
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IT Giants Prioritising Short-Term Gains
Over Long-Term Innovation?

The Indian IT servic-
es sector faces a critical
crossroads. Just days
ago, US President Don-
ald Trump signed a de-
cree imposing a
$1,00,000 fee for each
H-1B visa used for on-
shore work, raising
costs and threatening
the traditional labour
arbitrage model that
has long powered In-
dia’s IT giants. Mean-
while, Infosys an-
nounced an
unprecedented Rs
18,000 crore share buy-
back, signalling a pref-
erence for rewarding
shareholders rather
than investing in long-
term innovation. Buy-
backs and high divi-
dends can indicate a
lack of profitable
growth opportunities,
undervaluation of
shares, or a strategy to
boost earnings per
share. For promoter-led
companies like TCS,
Wipro, and HCL Tech-
nologies, dividends
largely benefit promot-
ers rather than minor-
ity shareholders, un-
derscoring the
short-term orientation.
The competitive land-
scape is shifting. Global
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capability centres
(GCCs) are expanding
rapidly, growing at 40
percent in FY24, com-
pared with just 5 per-
cent growth among In-
dia’s top five IT firms.
These GCCs retain in-
tellectual property
rights in-house, com-
pete for talent, and
threaten margins of
traditional IT services.
TCS’s recent announce-
ment to cut 12,000 jobs
illustrates the sector’s
need to manage costs
while sustaining inves-
tor confidence.

This raises a crucial

question: Are India’s IT
services companies
over-reliant on labour
arbitrage, at the ex-
pense of products, plat-
forms, and intellectual
property (IPR)? While
buybacks, dividends,
and cost-cutting satisfy
shareholders in the
short term, they do lit-
tle to future-proof busi-
nesses in the age of Al
Surplus cash could be
better deployed in de-
veloping platforms, in-
vesting in Al-driven
language models, or
making strategic acqui-
sitions—areas that gen-
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erate sustainable reve-
nues without a
proportional increase
in labour costs.
India’s IT giants
must also confront five
key challenges: geo-
graphic concentration
risk, overemphasis on
margins over volume,
dependency on soft-
ware services, risk-
aversion in cash de-
ployment, and
short-term shareholder
focus. Companies like
Berkshire Hathaway
demonstrate that long-
term value creation of-
ten outperforms divi-

dend-centric
strategies.

Ultimately, India’s IT
firms must pivot to-
ward creating enduring
value for shareholders,
employees, customers,
and the broader ecosys-
tem. By investing in in-
novation, IPR, and
homegrown platforms,
they can reduce reli-
ance on labour arbi-
trage, compete globally,
and secure sustainable
growth—transforming
from service providers
to product and technol-
ogy leaders in the Al
era.

Free Speech: The Lifeblood of Public Reason and Democracy

One of the most vul-
nerable domains of pub-
lic life today is free
speech. As US Supreme
Court Justice Louis
Brandeis famously stat-
ed, public discussion is a
political duty: the reme-
dy to falsehood and harm
is more speech, not en-
forced silence. Free
speech is essential be-
cause it makes the Pub-
lic, enabling citizens to
participate in shaping
ideas, policies, and soci-
etal norms. Yet, both to-
talitarian and democrat-
ic regimes increasingly
curtail this freedom, re-
vealing a worrying con-
vergence in practice.

The principle of Pub-
lic Reason asserts that
laws harming communi-
ties, driven by prejudice,
sectarianism, or ideolog-
ical motives, are illegiti-
mate. Restrictions are
justified only when
speech produces actual
harm, such as hate

speech inciting violence.
What is unacceptable is
viewpoint-based sup-
pression—proscribing
speech simply because it
challenges the state’s of-
ficial stance. Legal schol-
ar Geoffrey Stone
emphasized:

“The government may

not restrict expression

simply because it disa-
grees with the speaker’s
views.” Similarly, Jus-
tice Thurgood Marshall
insisted that govern-
ments cannot limit
speech based on its con-
tent or ideas, for doing so
undermines democratic
debate. Yet, governments

often justify curbs on
speech citing “national
interest” or “national
good,” ironically under-
mining the very public
whose participation de-
fines these concepts. Pa-
ternalistic regulation
privileges certain major-
ity interests over the
broader public, skewing
discourse and shaping
citizens to conform to
ideological lines. Histori-
cal examples are stark:
Nazi Germany’s propa-
ganda machinery and
Rwanda’s radio-fueled
ethnic mobilization
show how viewpoint sup-
pression and orchestrat-
ed hate speech paved the
way for genocide.Coun-
tering harmful speech is
central to preserving
Public Reason. As politi-
cal scientist Katherine
Gelber observes, citizens
must respond to disa-
greeable or harmful
speech, engaging in rea-
soned rebuttal to prevent

the public from being
manipulated. In Haber-
masian terms, the Public
emerges not only
through debate but
through active counters
to misinformation, bias,
and hate speech. Silence,
or non-engagement, ena-
bles manipulation and
diminishes democratic
life. Nobel laureate Toni
Morrison reminded us:
“There is no time for de-
spair, no place for self-
pity, no need for silence,
no room for fear. We
speak, we write, we do
language. That is how
civilizations heal.”
Speaking back—continu-
ally, logically, and pur-
posefully—is not just a
civic duty; it is what sus-
tains Public Reason and
qualifies our life within
a democracy. Free
speech, therefore, is not
merely a right—it is the
lifeblood of an informed,
resilient, and participa-
tory society.
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« BJP,JD(U) to Contest 101
Seats Each

 Chirag Paswan’s LJP Bags
29 Seats

TPN Bureau | Mumbai 3

After weeks of intense negotiations, the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) has of-
ficially sealed its seat-sharing arrangement
for the upcoming Bihar Assembly elections.
The final agreement was announced by Un-
ion Minister and BJP’s Bihar in-charge
Dharmendra Pradhan via a post on X (for-
merly Twitter) on Saturday.

Under the deal, the BJP and Nitish Ku-

|

mar’s Janata Dal United (JDU) will contest
101 seats each out of the total 243 assembly
seats in the state. This reflects a slight re-
duction from the 2020 elections, where the
BJP contested 110 and the JDU 115.

Smaller allies Upendra Kushwaha’s Rash-
triya Lok Morcha and Jitan Ram Manjhi’s
Hindustan Awam Morcha (HAM) have been
allocated six seats each.

The highlight of the agreement, howev-
er, is the final allocation of 29 seats to Chi-
rag Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas), whose demands had caused pro-
longed delays. Initially pushing for 40-45
seats, the LJP had even hinted at explor-
ing an alliance with Prashant Kishor’s Jan
Suraaj Party if demands were not met.

Despite the BJP initially offering just 25

INDIA

Bihar Assembly polls
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seats, persistent negotiations with Prad-
han led to a compromise, with all major
partners making room for the LJP. The
agreement reportedly involved sacrifices
from both the BJP and JDU’s share to ac-
commodate Paswan’s demands.

The LJP’s claim was backed by its 100%
strike rate in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, winning all five constituencies it
contested, and its performance in the 2020
assembly elections. Chirag Paswan also
pushed for at least two assembly seats in
each of his party’s Lok Sabha strong-
holds, along with seats for senior party
leaders.

The NDA hopes the unified front will
strengthen its chances against the Maha-
gathbandhan in the upcoming polls.

“Attacks On Independent Thinking™:
Rahul Gandhi’s Remarks In Chile Irk BJP

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Congress leader and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi has once again drawn
sharp criticism from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) after his recent comments dur-
ing an interaction with students at the Uni-
versity of Chile. Speaking about India’s edu-
cation system, caste dynamics, and the state
of independent thinking, Gandhi’s remarks
have been labelled by the BJP as “anti-India
propaganda on foreign soil.”

Responding to a student’s question, Gan-
dhi said he wished to preserve the “curios-
ity” of young minds in India and ensure
that students can “think openly, ask ques-
tions, and be scientific.” He claimed that
such freedom is “under attack” in India, cit-
ing a decline in scientific thinking over the
past decade under the current
government.

“Our education system is dominated by
upper castes. Tribal, middle, and lower
caste traditions have been left out. I want to
change that,” he added, arguing for broader
inclusion in the academic curriculum.

The BJP quickly hit back. Spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla, a former Congress
leader, accused Gandhi of undermining In-
dia’s institutions. “He is not the Leader of
the Opposition. He is the leader of propa-
ganda and hypocrisy. This is a pattern — he
goes abroad to attack India’s democratic

system, judiciary, and sovereignty,” said
Poonawalla.

He also accused Gandhi of spreading mis-
information, saying, “He talks of free think-
ing being suppressed in India. But the real
suppression happens in his party — look at
what happened to Shashi Tharoor.”

¥

The video of Gandhi’s remarks was
shared on his social media after returning
from a tour of South American nations, in-
cluding Chile. The BJP’s criticism of Gan-
dhi has intensified since his elevation as
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament,
particularly after his foreign visits.

1 Lakh Single-Teacher Schools Serve Over 33

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Over 1.04 lakh schools in India are being
run by just one teacher, catering to more
than 33 lakh students, according to data from
the Ministry of Education for the academic
year 2024-25. These schools, averaging
around 34 students each, raise serious con-
cerns about adherence to the norms of the
Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009.

The RTE Act mandates a pupil-teacher ra-
tio (PTR) of 30:1 at the primary level (Classes
I-V) and 35:1 at the upper primary level
(Classes VI-VIII). However, in these single-
teacher schools, achieving such ratios is
structurally impossible, leading to questions
about the quality of education being
imparted.

Among states, Andhra Pradesh leads with
the highest number of single-teacher schools,
while Uttar Pradesh tops the list in terms of
student enrolment in these schools. Other
states with significant numbers of such
schools include Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and the Union Territory of
Lakshadweep.

When it comes to the total number of stu-
dents in these schools, Uttar Pradesh again
tops the chart, followed by Jharkhand, West
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh. Education ex-
perts warn that such a setup is unsustaina-
ble and detrimental to student learning out-

Lakh Studen Across India

comes, especially in rural and tribal belts
where these schools are often concentrated.

The data comes at a time when the govern-
ment has been pushing for improved infra-
structure, digitisation, and quality in school
education under schemes like Samagra Shi-
ksha Abhiyan. However, the prevalence of
such a large number of single-teacher

schools indicates severe staffing gaps, par-
ticularly in remote and underdeveloped
regions.

With over 33.7 lakh students dependent on
these schools, addressing the shortage of
teachers is likely to be a key challenge for
both state and central education authorities
in the coming years.
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Afghan Minister Defends Absence
of Women Journalists at Presser
as ‘Technical Issue’

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi on Sunday re-
sponded to widespread outrage over
the absence of female journalists at
his recent press conference in New
Delhi, calling it a “technical issue”
and denying any deliberate
exclusion.

The controversy erupted after
NDTYV reported that no women jour-
nalists were seen at the minister’s
press meet held at the Afghanistan
Embassy. The incident prompted
backlash from Indian opposition lead-
ers, journalists’ associations, and civ-
il society groups, calling it “discrimi-
natory” and an “insult to women.”

Clarifying at a second press inter-
action, Muttaqi said, “It was organ-
ised on short notice with a short list
of journalists. There was no inten-
tion to exclude anyone. It was merely
a logistical decision by our col-
leagues.” He also claimed that 2.8 mil-
lion girls and women continue to
study in schools and madrasas in Af-
ghanistan, though certain restric-
tions remain.

The issue gained political traction

after Congress MP Rahul Gandhi crit-
icised Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, stating that allowing such ex-
clusion signals weakness and a lack
of commitment to gender equality.
“He’s telling every woman in India
that he is too weak to stand up for
them,” Gandhi said.

Former Union Minister P. Chidam-
baram also expressed shock and said
male journalists should have boy-
cotted the event in solidarity. CPI(MM)
leader M.A. Baby termed the act “de-
plorable,” while the Editors Guild of
India and Indian Women Press Corps
(IWPC) condemned the move, calling
it a violation of media freedom and
gender equality norms.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) clarified it had no role in or-
ganising the press conference, stat-
ing the Afghan Embassy, a foreign
mission, independently handled the
guest list. The decision to exclude
women, it said, was made by visiting
Taliban officials.

The Taliban regime remains under
global scrutiny for curbing women’s
rights in Afghanistan since its re-
turn to power in 2021.

Uddhav Thackeray Leads
Protest, Demands Loan
Waiver and ¥50,000 Aid for
Farmers
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TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Former Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray led a protest
demanding a complete loan waiver
and 250,000 per hectare compensation
for farmers hit by floods and crop loss.
His party, Shiv Sena (UBT), accused
the Maharashtra government of mis-
leading farmers with a “%31,000 crore
lie”.

Thackeray warned of a statewide
agitation after Diwali if the demands
are not met. “Farmers are selling
their wives’ mangalsutras. Where is
the government’s conscience?” he
asked, taking a swipe at Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for not mentioning
farmers during his recent visit to the
state.

Thackeray said the party would sup-
port the state’s package if 1 lakh per
hectare is deposited into farmers’ ac-
counts before Diwali. He cited the
Shiv Sena-led Maha Vikas Aghadi’s
previous loan waiver as proof of com-
mitment to farmers’ welfare.

“This is not a hambarda morcha, it

is an ishara morcha,” he said, vowing
to visit every district post-Diwali to
review implementation of aid. He also
appealed to farmers not to lose hope or
resort to suicide.

The 231,000 crore relief package an-
nounced by the Fadnavis government
covers crop damage across 65 lakh
hectares, including major losses in
cotton, soybean, and onion farms. Of
this, 17,675 crore is for crop compen-
sation, 30,000 per damaged well, and
¥10,000 per hectare for the upcoming
Rabi season.

CM Devendra Fadnavis dismissed
the protest, questioning Thackeray’s
moral right to lead it. “His 220,000
crore waiver during his term was
nothing new. We had already imple-
mented similar relief earlier,” Fad-
navis said. He added that 16 lakh farm-
ers’ dues were cleared under the
current government.

With farmers’ distress growing, the
issue is set to become a major flash-
point ahead of the upcoming state
elections.
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‘Like You Did In Middle East’
Zelensky Asks Trump To Broker
Ukraine Truce

TPN Correspondent |
Sidoarjo

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky re-
vealed on Saturday that
he spoke with former
U.S. President Donald
Trump, urging him to
leverage his diplomatic
influence to help end
the ongoing war in
Ukraine, just as he did
in previous Middle
East peace efforts.

In a Facebook post
following the phone
call, Zelensky wrote,
“If awar can be stopped
in one region, then
surely other wars can
be stopped as well — in-
cluding the Russian
war.” The Ukrainian
leader has consistently
pushed for stronger in-
ternational mediation
since Russia’s full-scale
invasion began in 2022.

The appeal to Trump
marks a significant
turn in their relation-
ship, which has evolved
substantially since a
contentious meeting at
the White House earlier
this year in February.
At the time, the two
leaders clashed over
military aid and for-
eign policy during a
widely covered, tense
televised encounter.

However, relations
have since improved.
Trump has softened his

rhetoric, recently call-
ing Zelensky a “nice
guy” and reiterating
support for Ukraine’s
sovereignty. The for-
mer U.S. President has
also made headlines by
claiming he could nego-
tiate an end to the war
“within days” if re-
elected, a stance that
has drawn both praise
and skepticism.

While Trump cur-
rently holds no official
government position,
Zelensky’s outreach
suggests Ukraine is
open to any avenue
that could bring about
a ceasefire or broader
peace deal, especially
with the conflict near-
ing its fourth year and
casualties mounting
on both sides.

Zelensky’s call
comes as global diplo-
matic momentum
builds for renewed ne-
gotiations, and follows
comments by Melania
Trump, who credited
Russian talks for aid-
ing the return of
Ukrainian children
displaced during the
war — an issue
Ukraine considers a
major humanitarian
crisis.

There has been no of-
ficial statement from
Trump’s office regard-
ing the call.

Preparations begin to
ramp up aid in Gaza as
ceasefire

Brings hope for end to 2-year war

TPN Correspondent
| Gaza

Preparations are in
full swing to deliver ur-
gently needed aid into
the Gaza Strip as a new
ceasefire agreement be-
tween Israel and Ha-
mas offers the first ma-
jor opening for
humanitarian relief
after two years of re-
lentless conflict.

On Sunday, Egypt an-
nounced it is sending
400 aid trucks into
Gaza, loaded with med-
ical supplies, food, fuel,
tents, and blankets. The
Egyptian Red Crescent
confirmed the dis-
patch, with the aid ex-
pected to reach Gaza
after passing through
Israeli inspection zones
at the Kerem Shalom
crossing.

The Israeli Coordina-
tion of Government Ac-
tivities in the Territo-
ries (COGAT), the
agency overseeing hu-
manitarian operations
in Gaza, said aid deliv-
ery will increase to 600
trucks daily as agreed
in the ceasefire terms.
This marks a signifi-
cant rise from the lim-
ited aid flows of recent
months, which the
United Nations said
covered only 20 percent
of the population’s

needs due to ongoing
fighting, border clo-
sures, and restrictions
on certain items.

Sunday’s develop-
ments come amid re-
newed hope that the
ceasefire could hold
and eventually bring
an end to the two-year
war that has devastated
Gaza’s infrastructure,
economy, and civilian
life. Images from Gaza
City on Sunday showed
Palestinians returning
to street markets, a sign
of tentative normalcy
following months of
displacement and
violence.

However, all aid con-
voys will still undergo
Israeli security checks
before entering the en-
clave, a point of ongo-
ing tension among aid
groups who argue that
restrictions have long
delayed essential hu-
manitarian support.

Despite the challeng-
es ahead, the increased
aid movement is a criti-
cal lifeline for Gaza’s
2.2 million residents.
Humanitarian agen-
cies are now preparing
to scale up operations
in the coming days,
hopeful that this truce
will mark a lasting
shift toward peace and
recovery.
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Trump to Join Gaza Peace Deal Ceremony
in Israel and Egypt

TPN Bureau | Washington

U.S. President Donald Trump is set to travel to Israel
and Egypt on Sunday to participate in the signing cere-
mony of the long-anticipated Gaza Peace Plan, marking
a significant diplomatic moment in the Middle East fol-
lowing a two-year-long war between Israel and Hamas.

Trump will depart the White House on Sunday after-
noon and arrive in Tel Aviv early Monday morning, local
time. His visit will begin with a private meeting with the
families of hostages at the Knesset (Israeli Parliament),
followed by a formal address to Israeli lawmakers. This
is Trump’s first visit to Israel since announcing the
ceasefire agreement, which has raised hopes for lasting
peace in the war-ravaged Gaza Strip.

The visit coincides with the rollout of the first phase
of the Gaza Peace Plan—a 21-point framework that in-
cludes the gradual disarmament of Hamas, increased
humanitarian aid, and a phased reopening of Gaza’s
borders.

Following his address in Israel, Trump will travel to
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where the official peace signing
ceremony will be held on Monday afternoon. Egypt has
played a crucial mediating role in the negotiations, host-
ing several rounds of backchannel talks between Israel
and Hamas following Trump’s proposal earlier this year.

While the full details of the agreement remain undis-
closed, White House officials have described the plan as
a “comprehensive roadmap to end hostilities and begin
rebuilding Gaza.”

The trip highlights Trump’s renewed diplomatic push
in the region and comes amid broader efforts to stabilize
the Middle East. The White House has said the Presi-
dent’s itinerary is subject to change depending on secu-
rity conditions on the ground, but all preparations are
in place for what could be a landmark moment in re-
gional peace efforts.
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“58 Pak Soldiers Killed”: Taliban’s Big Claim And

AWarning Aft

TPN Correspondent |Islamabad
Taliban spokesperson Zabeehullah Mujahid on Sun-
day said retaliatory strikes near the Durand Line in Beh-

rampur district killed at least fifty eight Pakistani sol-
diers and wounded over thirty. He warned Pakistan that
the Taliban would leave “no attack unanswered” and ac-

er Strikes

cused Islamabad of allowing ISIS members to shelter on
its soil.

Mujahid told reporters that Afghan forces struck mul-
tiple Pakistani posts along the frontier after three explo-
sions in Afghanistan the previous week — two in Kabul
and one in Paktika — incidents the Taliban blamed on
Pakistani actors. He alleged that recruits were moved
through Karachi and Islamabad to training centres in
Pashtunkhwa, where attacks against Afghanistan were
planned, and claimed “documented evidence” supported
those assertions.

Defending the operations, the spokesperson said Af-
ghan forces seized a significant cache of weapons but
also suffered casualties, with more than twenty Islamic
Emirate fighters killed or wounded. He framed the
strikes as defensive actions to protect Afghanistan’s air-
space and land borders.

Pakistan, while not confirming responsibility for the
earlier blasts, condemned the cross border attacks and
accused the Afghan side of harbouring Pakistani Tali-
ban elements. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif con-
demned the airstrikes, saying the Pakistani army “gave
a befitting reply,” destroyed several Afghan posts and
forced those forces to retreat, and insisted that every
provocation would be met with a strong response.

Mujahid added that the air operations were halted fol-
lowing diplomatic interventions by Qatar and Saudi Ara-
bia. The exchanges have increased tensions along mul-
tiple border provinces cited by the Taliban, including
Helmand, Kandahar, Zabul, Paktika, Paktia, Khost, Nan-
garhar and Kunar.

Independent verification of casualty figures and many
claims remains unavailable. NDTV, a trusted news out-
let, reported on the developments and attributed state-
ments to both sides. International observers have urged
restraint while calling for independent investigations to
verify facts and de-escalate cross-border tensions imme-
diately and thoroughly.

“Typical Example Of Double Standards™: China Slams
US Over Extra100% Tariff

TPN Correspondent | Beijing

Tens of thousand of Palestinians be-
gan returning to northern Gaza on Fri-
day as a U.S.-brokered ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas took effect, raising
hopes for an end to a devastating two-
year war. The truce comes alongside a
deal to release the remaining 48 hostag-
es, expected by Monday.

Though the fighting has largely
ceased, uncertainty looms over who will
govern Gaza as Israeli forces gradually
pull back, still holding nearly 50% of the
territory. Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has warned that Hamas
must disarm or face renewed military
action.

The war, sparked by Hamas’ October
2023 attack on Israel that killed 1,200 and
led to 251 hostages, has claimed over
67,000 Palestinian lives and displaced
nearly 90% of Gaza’s population. Return-
ing families are now greeted by rubble
and ruins in once-thriving neighbour-
hoods like Zeitoun and Khan Younis.

In parallel, international aid is set to
ramp up. The United Nations confirmed
aid convoys carrying fuel, medicine, and
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food will begin entering Gaza on Sunday,
with 170,000 metric tons pre-positioned
in Jordan and Egypt. However, only 20%
of required aid has reached Gaza in re-
cent months due to Israeli restrictions.
Meanwhile, prisoner-hostage exchang-

es are expected to begin soon. Israel will
reportedly release 2,000 Palestinian pris-
oners, though high-profile detainees like
Marwan Barghouti are excluded.

The ceasefire is part of former U.S.
President Donald Trump’s peace plan,

which includes a continued Israeli mil-
itary presence in Gaza and proposes an
international security force led by
Arab and Muslim nations. The plan en-
visions a long-term role for the Pales-
tinian Authority, though it lacks clarity

on Palestinian statehood — something
Netanyahu firmly opposes.

Despite fragile hopes, many Palestin-
ians return to find nothing left of their
homes, facing a future still shaped by
war.
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PhonePe Narrows Losses, Reports
1,115 Grore Revenue in FY25

Fintech giant PhonePe
has showcased a strong
financial turnaround in
FY25, significantly nar-
rowing its consolidated
losses to 1,727.4 crore,

compared to 1,996.1
crore in FY24. The re-
sults highlight the com-
pany’s improving funda-
mentals as it prepares to
file its Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP) later
this year, marking its
next big step toward a

publiclisting. According
to data sourced from To-
fler, PhonePe’srevenue
from operations jumped
40.5%, rising from 5,064
crore in FY24 to 7,115
crore in FY25. This ro-
bust growth underlines
the company’s dominant
position in India’s digital
payments and fintech
ecosystem, which contin-
ues to expand at a rapid
pace. A key highlight of
the fiscal was the three-
fold surge in adjusted

Profit After Tax (PAT),
which stood at 630 crore
in FY25, compared to 197
crore in the previous
year. This growth re-
flects improved opera-
tional efficiency, higher
adoption of value-added
services, and better cost
management across
verticals.

Notably, PhonePe also
achieved a major mile-
stone by turning free
cash flow positive for the
first time. The company

reported net cash flow
from operations at 1,202
crore for the year ending
March 31, 2025. This
achievement is expected
to enhance investor con-
fidence as it signals sus-
tainable financial health.

While overall expenses
rose 21% year-on-year to
9,394 crore, the propor-
tion of revenue growth
outpaced expenditure,
contributing to healthier
margins.

Global rating agency
S&P has retained In-
dia’s GDP growth fore-
cast at 6.5% for the cur-
rent fiscal year, citing
robust domestic de-
mand supported by a
largely benign mon-
soon. The agency noted
that India’s economy
grew at 7.8% in the
April-June quarter,
highlighting resilience
amid global
uncertainties.

In its statement, S&P
said, “We forecast In-
dia’s GDP growth to
hold steady at 6.5% this
fiscal year, ending
March 31, 2026. Domes-
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tic demand is expected
to remain strong, driv-
en by favorable mon-
soon conditions, in-
come and GST cuts, and
accelerating govern-
ment investment.” The
agency emphasized that
these factors will con-
tinue to underpin eco-
nomic expansion de-
spite external
challenges.

S&P also revised In-
dia’s inflation forecast
down to 3.2% for the fis-
cal year, noting that a
sharper-than-expected
decline in food inflation
will help keep overall
price pressures low.
This moderation in in-

S&P Maintain;Inda’s
GDP Growth at 6.5%,
Expects RBI Rate Cut

flation provides the Re-
serve Bank of India
(RBI) room to ease mon-
etary policy, and S&P
anticipates a 25 basis
points rate cut during
the fiscal year.

In its Economic Out-
look Asia-Pacific Q4
2025 report, S&P high-
lighted that resilient do-
mestic demand across
the region may cushion
economies from the im-
pact of stronger exter-
nal headwinds, includ-
ing US import tariffs
and slower global
growth. The agency not-
ed that while China has
fared relatively better
under these conditions,

™

Southeast Asian emerg-
ing markets and India
have faced more signifi-
cant challenges than
initially expected.

S&P’s assessment un-
derscores India’s capac-
ity to maintain steady
growth through domes-
tic consumption, policy
support, and infrastruc-
ture spending, even as
global trade tensions
and external economic
pressures persist. Ana-
lysts view the RBI’s an-
ticipated rate cut as a
measure to sustain
credit growth and bol-
ster investment in the
coming months.

Crude Oil Futures Slip on Weak
Spot Market Demand

Crude oil futures on
the Multi-Commodity
Exchange (MCX) de-
clined on Tuesday, as
traders trimmed posi-
tions amid weak demand
in the spot market. Octo-
ber delivery crude fell Rs
16 or 0.29%, settling at Rs
5,506 per barrel across
12,933 lots.

Analysts noted that
the drop in futures prices
reflected profit-booking
and cautious trading, as
market participants re-
sponded to soft spot mar-
ket activity. Weak physi-
cal demand for crude
prompted sellers to of-
fload their holdings,
weighing on prices dur-
ing the session.

On the global front, oil
benchmarks also wit-
nessed mild declines.
West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude traded
0.33% lower at USD 61.95
per barrel, while Brent
crude slipped 0.56% to
USD 66.20 per barrel in

New York, reflecting a
broader cautious senti-
ment in the energy
markets.

Analysts said that de-
spite global concerns
over supply disruptions
in some regions, the cur-
rent demand-supply dy-
namics remain subdued,
limiting significant up-
side in crude prices.
Traders are closely
watching inventory data,
geopolitical develop-
ments, and OPEC signals
for indications of any
supply tightening that
could support price
recovery.

Market observers
highlighted that the
MCX crude futures trend

mirrors global patterns,
as both domestic and in-
ternational markets face
tepid demand and mixed
trading signals. Inves-
tors are expected to mon-
itor upcoming economic
data releases and fuel
consumption trends to
gauge future price
direction.

Overall, the oil futures
market remains under
pressure, reflecting weak
spot demand and cau-
tious investor sentiment.
Market participants con-
tinue to adopt a wait-and-
watch approach, balanc-
ing domestic demand
trends with global price
movements.

Backed by U.S. retail
giant Walmart, PhonePe
has been aggressively di-
versifying into insur-
ance, wealth manage-
ment, and lending
segments, further
strengthening its fintech
footprint. With IPO plans
on the horizon, FY25’s
performance puts the
company in a strong po-
sition to attract investors
looking to ride India’s
booming digital
economy.
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tock Markets Slip for Third
Consecutive DayAmid FiI
Outflows and H-1B Concerns

Indian equity markets
closed lower for the third
straight session on Tues-
day, dragged by foreign
fund outflows and con-
cerns over a steep hike
in U.S. H-1B visa fees.
The benchmark BSE
Sensex settled at
82,102.10, down 57.87
points or 0.07%, while
the NSE Nifty 50 slipped
32.85 points or 0.13% to
25,169.50.

During the session,
Sensex oscillated be-
tween a high of 82,370.38
and a low of 81,776.53, re-
flecting volatile trading.
Analysts attributed the

decline to selling pres-
sure in IT stocks and
blue-chip private bank-
ing shares, while buying
in auto stocks and select
public sector banks
cushioned losses.

Among Sensex constit-
uents, Trent, Tech Mahi-
ndra, Hindustan Unile-
ver, UltraTech Cement,
Asian Paints, Eternal,
and ITC were the major
laggards. HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank also
dragged the indices low-
er. On the upside, Axis
Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Maruti, and State Bank
of India were key

gainers.

“The domestic equity
market traded range-
bound and ended flat, in-
dicating ongoing consoli-
dation. Broader
sentiment remained cau-
tious, with small- and
mid-cap stocks lagging
benchmarks,” said Vi-
nod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd. Sector-wise,
autos, metals, and finan-
cials gained on robust
festive demand post-GST
cuts, while FMCG and re-
alty faced pressure from
profit booking.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) offloaded

equities worth 2,910.09
crore on Monday, reflect-
ing sustained selling
pressure.

In global markets,
Shanghai and Hong
Kong closed lower, while
South Korea’s Kospi end-
ed in positive territory.
Japanese markets were
closed for a holiday. Eu-
ropean markets traded
higher, and U.S. indices
gained on Monday:.

Meanwhile, the rupee
fell 52 paise to an all-time
low of 88.82 against the
U.S. dollar, and Brent
crude rose 0.45% to
$66.87 a barrel, adding to
market caution.

Coca-Cola hottler SLMG beverages
targets Rs 9,000 cr revenue

SLMG Beverages, In-
dia’s largest Coca-Cola
bottler, expects high
single-digit sales
growth in FY26 despite
facing headwinds in
the June quarter due to
unseasonal rains and
geopolitical concerns,
said Joint Managing
Director Paritosh Lad-
hani on Monday. The
company anticipates
its gross revenue to
cross Rs 9,000 crore,
aided by festivals and
GST concessions on its
non-aerated drinks
portfolio, which con-
tributes around 30% of
total sales.

“The June quarter
was below expecta-
tions, with 35-40% high-
er rainfall affecting
sales. However, we an-

ticipate strong growth
in the December quar-
ter and may even
achieve double-digit
growth,” Ladhani told
PTI. He added that fizz-
based drinks will also
see arise as consumers
have discretionary
spending power.
SLMG Beverages
plans to invest around
Rs 8,000 crore over the
next six years for ex-
pansion, funded
through internal accru-
als and debt, including
greenfield plants in
Buxer, Bihar and Gora-
khpur, UP. The compa-
ny’s current bottling
capacity of 22,000 BPM
is expected to increase
to 27,000 BPM by year-
end. Ladhani highlight-
ed that 65-70% of the

investment will go into plant capacity;,
while the remainder will support
market development, warehousing,
fleet, and new product launches.

On a mid-term outlook, Ladhani
stated the company aims to cross Rs
20,000 crore in gross turnover over the
next five to six years. Regarding an
IPO, he emphasized the focus will re-
main on strengthening operations be-
fore considering public listing.

SLMG Beverages is part of the Rs
10,000-crore Ladhani Group, which
has interests in hospitality, real es-
tate, and energy, with 70% of its rev-
enue coming from the bottling busi-
ness. In hospitality, the group plans to
invest around Rs 3,000 crore, expand-
ing from 550 to 700 keys with the up-
coming Taj Gateway project, aiming
for 1,500 rooms in the next five to six
years.




PORT

m VIJAYAWADA, 13™ OCTOBER, 2025

Climate Ghange Forces Fish to New

Across the planet, spe-
cies are on the move,
with climate change forc-
ing over 12,000 species to
shift their homes across
land, freshwater, and
seas. In the ocean, tropi-
cal fish are moving into
temperate reefs along
Australia’s east coast,
one of the fastest-warm-
ing marine regions. New
coral and fish species are
arriving in Sydney’s wa-
ters, and their numbers
are expected to rise as
the climate changes. Tra-
ditionally, researchers
and citizen scientists
monitor these shifts
through visual surveys,
but small, rare, noctur-
nal, or cave-dwelling spe-
cies are often missed,
meaning the true rate of
movement is likely
underestimated.

Our new research,
published in Diversity
and Distributions, uses
environmental DNA, or
eDNA, to detect these
hidden migrations. Fish
shed mucus, scales, and
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Homes: DNATells the Story

waste that contain DNA.
By collecting seawater
and filtering it, we can
extract these genetic fin-
gerprints and identify
the species present,
much like forensic scien-
tists solving a crime
from hair or finger-
prints. While eDNA has
been used since the 1980s
for microbes, its applica-
tion to larger animals
and plants has trans-
formed biodiversity
monitoring.

We surveyed 2,000 kilo-
metres of Australia’s
east coast, from tropical
reefs to temperate kelp
forests. Alongside tradi-
tional visual transects,
we collected seawater for
DNA analysis. Back in
the lab, filtering and se-
quencing the water re-
vealed species often
missed by divers. Tropi-
cal species like lined sur-
geonfish, striated sur-
geonfish, and
black-blotched porcu-
pinefish were detected in
temperate ecosystems

for the first time. Con-
versely, divers were often
better at spotting tem-
perate species, highlight-

Samsung India, the
country’s largest con-
sumer electronics
brand, has unveiled
special festive pricing
across its Galaxy
smartphone lineup,
giving customers an
opportunity to own
premium and feature-
rich devices at some of
the most attractive
prices since launch.
The offers are designed
to bring Al-powered
features to enhance
creativity, productivity;
and everyday experi-
ences within reach of
more users.

The premium Galaxy
S24 series takes the
spotlight in this festive
sale. The Galaxy S24
Ultra, India’s best-sell-
ing premium smart-
phone, is available at
Rs 71,999, down from Rs
1,29,999. The Galaxy
S24, powered by the
Qualcomm Snapdrag-
on 8 Gen 3 processor, is
priced at Rs 39,999
(originally Rs 74,999),
while the Galaxy S24
FE, offering the same
advanced AI experi-
ence, can be purchased
for Rs 29,999 (originally
Rs 59,999). The Galaxy
A series is also seeing
discounts of up to 42%.
The Galaxy A55 5G is
available for Rs 23,999
(originally Rs 39,999),

Samsung India Announces
Festive Discounts Across
Galaxy Smartphones

and the Galaxy A35 5G
is priced at Rs 17,999
(originally Rs 30,999).
Both feature a 6.6-inch
FHD+ 120Hz Super
AMOLED display, Dol-
by stereo speakers, Vi-
sion Booster technolo-
gy, and a versatile
camera setup with a
50MP main sensor, ul-
tra-wide and macro
lenses, plus enhanced
Nightography capabili-
ties. The Galaxy M se-
ries offers up to 30%
off, with the M36 5G at
Rs 13,999 (originally Rs
19,999), M16 5G at Rs
10,499 (originally Rs
13,499), and MO06 5G at
Rs 7,499 (originally Rs
9,999). Designed for In-
dian Gen Z consumers,

the M36 5G brings Al
innovations and Corn-
ing® Gorilla® Glass
Victus®+ for durabili-
ty. The Galaxy F series
also sees up to 30% dis-
counts, including the
F36 5G at Rs 13,999 and
F06 5G at Rs 7,499. The
F06 5G supports 12 5G
bands across opera-
tors, offering a com-
plete 5G experience at
an affordable price.
These festive offers
across Galaxy S, A, M,
and F series go live
from 22 September
2025, giving customers
a prime chance to up-
grade their smart-
phones with cutting-
edge technology at
unbeatable prices.

ing that eDNA comple-

ments rather than

replaces visual surveys.
Combining eDNA with

traditional methods pro-
vides the clearest view
yet of how climate
change is reshaping ma-

rine life. Globally, spe-
cies are shifting ranges
as oceans warm and cur-
rents change. Tracking

these movements is es-
sential to understand
ecological transforma-
tions, anticipate which

species may thrive or de-
cline, and better manage
our oceans in a rapidly
changing climate.

Apple Responds toiPhone 17‘Scratchgate’ Goncerns

Apple has addressed
growing concerns about
the so-called ‘scratch-
gate’ affecting its new iP-
hone 17 series. Several
users of the iPhone 17
Pro, iPhone 17 Pro Max,
and iPhone Air have re-
ported that their devices
are developing visible
scratches, particularly
around the camera is-
land, just weeks after
launch. The issue ap-
pears more pronounced
in the Deep Blue, Cosmic
Orange, and Space Black
colour variants.

Tech reviewers and us-
ers noticed that the
scratches tend to form
around the sharp edges
of the camera bump.

NASA officials con-
firmed on September
23, 2025, that the agen-
cy’s first crewed flight
in its Artemis program,
a mission circling the
moon and returning to
Earth, remains on
track for April 2026,
with a potential launch
as early as February if
conditions allow. Arte-
mis 2 is a critical pre-
cursor to NASA’s goal

Quantum Entanglement Breakthrough

Brings Nuclear Spin
v,

Computers Closer

— . W

Popular YouTuber Jer-
ryRigEverything sug-
gested that the anodised
aluminium layer on the
iPhone 17 and iPhone 17
Pro Max “does not stick
to corners very well,” po-
tentially causing these
marks. While the iPhone
17 series performed well
in official durability and
scratch tests, real-world

of landing astronauts
on the moon for the
first time since 1972,
testing the Space
Launch System (SLS)
rocket and Orion cap-
sule with a human crew
aboard.

The Artemis pro-
gram represents the
United States’ flagship
lunar initiative, a mul-
ti-billion-dollar effort
toreturn humans to the

Quantum entangle-
ment — famously called
“spooky action at a dis-
tance” by Albert Ein-
stein — is the key feature
that makes quantum
computers powerful. It
allows particles to be
connected in ways that
enable computations im-
possible for classical
computers, such as simu-
lating molecules, phar-
maceuticals, or catalysts.
In new research pub-
lished in Science, scien-
tists have demonstrated
entanglement between
two atomic nuclei sepa-
rated by about 20 nano-
metres, a breakthrough
that could accelerate the
development of quan-
tum computers using nu-
clear spins.

usage has highlighted a
vulnerability that some
customers weren’t
expecting.

In response, Apple
clarified that the scratch-
es are not permanent
and can generally be
cleaned. The company
emphasized that the de-
vices remain highly du-
rable and that normal

handling might produce
minor marks, which do
not affect the perfor-
mance or functionality
of the phone. Apple reas-
sured users that the iP-
hone 17’s materials, in-
cluding the camera
housing and aluminium
frame, were designed for
long-term use and every-
day wear, but recom-
mended handling the de-
vices with care to avoid
scratches in vulnerable
areas. This incident
highlights the challenges
smartphone makers face
when balancing sleek de-
sign with durability, par-
ticularly as devices in-
creasingly feature sharp
edges, large camera mod-

ules, and premium fin-
ishes. Despite the
‘scratchgate’ reports,
early reviews show that
the iPhone 17 series con-
tinues to deliver strong
performance, advanced
features, and reliability,
with Apple taking steps
to address user concerns
and provide guidance on
keeping devices in top
condition.

As the conversation
around iPhone 17
scratches continues on-
line, Apple encourages
customers to report any
concerns and follow care
recommendations to
maintain the phone’s fin-
ish while enjoying its
full suite of features.

NASA's Artemis 2 Moon Mission Set
for 2026, Could Launch Earlier

moon, coinciding with
China’s similar goal of a
2030 astronaut moon
landing. Artemis 2 will
be a 10-day mission,
with four astronauts fly-
ing around the moon
and back, preparing for
Artemis 3, the ambi-
tious 2027 lunar landing
using a Starship moon
lander.

Artemis 2 will utilize
NASA’s 322-foot-tall SLS
rocket, developed by
Boeing and Northrop
Grumman, and the Ori-
on capsule, built by
Lockheed Martin. This
mission marks the first

Quantum engineers
face a fundamental chal-
lenge: balancing the
need to shield qubits
from noise while allow-
ing them to interact for
computations. Many
quantum hardware plat-
forms either excel in
shielding but are hard to
control, or perform fast
operations but are prone
to errors. The team, led
by Professor Andrea Mo-
rello, works with phos-
phorus atoms implanted
in silicon chips, using
the spins of atomic nu-
clei to store quantum in-
formation reliably. Until
now, entanglement be-
tween nuclei required
them to share a single
electron, limiting
scalability.

time the SLS-Orion com-
bination will carry hu-
mans. Acting senior
NASA official Lakiesha
Hawkins emphasized
that while the mission
could potentially launch
earlier, astronaut safety
will guide the final
schedule.

The crew includes
Commander Reid Wise-
man, who previously
flew to the International
Space Station (ISS) on a
Russian Soyuz in 2014;
Pilot Victor Glover, a
2020 SpaceX ISS mission
veteran; Mission Spe-
cialist Christina Koch,

The new approach
uses electrons as “tele-
phones” to enable com-
munication between nu-
clei even when they are
physically separated.
Each electron interacts
with a nucleus, and elec-
trons interact with one
another, creating entan-
glement between distant
nuclei via a method
called the “geometric
gate.” In the experiment,
the phosphorus nuclei
were 20 nanometres
apart — a distance com-
patible with existing sili-
con transistor
fabrication.

This breakthrough in-
tegrates long-lived nu-
clear spin qubits into
standard silicon chips,
opening the path for scal-

who flew to the ISS in
2019; and Canadian as-
tronaut Jeremy Hansen,
flying to space for the
first time and becoming
the first Canadian to
travel near the moon.
Artemis 2 represents
a major milestone in lu-
nar exploration, testing
systems, crew readiness,
and deep-space opera-
tions ahead of the his-
toric Artemis 3 landing.
NASA continues to mon-
itor spacecraft readi-
ness, ensuring both safe-
ty and mission success
as humanity prepares to
return to the moon.

able, reliable quantum
computing. The team en-
visions extending entan-
glement over even great-
er distances by
manipulating electron
shapes and positions, al-
lowing more complex
quantum circuits. This
research bridges elec-
tron-based quantum de-
vices and nuclear spin
qubits, bringing practi-
cal, high-fidelity quan-
tum computers closer to
reality.

By combining preci-
sion, stability, and scala-
bility, this work marks a
significant step toward
the next generation of
quantum computing
built on silicon, the back-
bone of today’s
electronics.
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iding high on their
historic bronze
medal finish in the
mixed team event,
Indian shuttlers are
gearing up to make their
mark in the individual
competitions at the BWF
World Junior Champion-
ships, which commence
here on Monday.

India’s mixed team
bronze is a significant
milestone, boosting con-
fidence and raising ex-
pectations among the
young players. The
achievement reflects the
steady rise of Indian
badminton on the global

—

junior stage, as the na-
tion now aims to add to
its tally of individual
medals.

So far, India has won a
total of 11 individual
medals in the history of
the World Junior Cham-
pionships, including
four silver medals, show-
casing the country’s po-
tential to shine in singles
and doubles events alike.
The current crop of play-
ers is determined to
build on this legacy and
make a deep run in their
respective categories.

Among the standout
performers are Vennala

{

Kalagotla and Reshika
Uthayasooriyan, who re-
cently competed fiercely
in the women’s doubles
quarterfinals against
tough Korean opponents.
Their spirited perfor-
mance has been a source
of inspiration for the en-
tire Indian contingent.
The individual events
will test the players’
skills, stamina, and men-
tal toughness as they
face some of the best
young talent from
around the world. Coach-
es and officials are opti-
mistic that the positive
momentum from the

Italy Defeats Estonia 3-1,Moves
Closer to World Cup Play-0ff Spot

taly secured a cru-

cial 3-1 victory over

Estonia in their 2026

World Cup qualifier

on Saturday, moving
three points clear of Is-
rael in second place in
Group I, which offers a
play-off spot for the
World Cup finals in the
USA, Canada, and
Mexico.

Goals from Moise
Kean, Mateo Retegui,
and Pio Esposito
helped Italy maintain
momentum, despite
Estonia’s late consola-
tion goal from Rauno
Sappinen after a rare
error by Italy’s goal-
keeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma.

Kean opened the
scoring early in the
fifth minute, marking
his sixth goal in four
international games
this campaign. Howev-
er, he left the match

shortly after due to an
ankle injury, putting
his availability for
Tuesday’s crucial clash
against Israel in doubt.

Retegui doubled the
lead in the 38th minute,
redeeming himself af-
ter missing a penalty
earlier in the half. Es-
posito sealed the win
with his first interna-
tional goal, slotting
home a precise cross
from Leonardo Spinaz-
zola just before Esto-
nia’s goal.

Italy coach Gennaro
Gattuso expressed sat-
isfaction with the
team’s progress, prais-
ing the players’ profes-
sionalism and desire.
“We’re progressing
match after match, but
often the second game
of the international
break is the one which
causes us more diffi-
culty,” he said.

With 12 points, Italy
remain six behind
group leaders Norway,
who have a command-
ing goal difference and
are almost certain to
qualify directly. Italy
also hold a game in
hand over Israel and
Norway.

The upcoming fix-
ture against Israel in
Udine is expected to be
overshadowed by pro-
Palestinian protests
amid heightened ten-
sions following the on-
going conflict in Gaza.
Only 5,000 tickets have
been sold, and local au-
thorities have voiced
concerns about poten-
tial unrest.

Despite these chal-
lenges, Italy will look
to secure their place in
the play-offs as they
continue their World
Cup qualification
campaign.

PLAY ZONE

mixed team event will
translate into strong in-
dividual showings.

With the tournament
taking place on home
soil in Guwahati, Indian
shuttlers will also have
the advantage of pas-
sionate local support,
which could prove cru-
cial in high-pressure
moments.

As the World Junior
Championships unfold, all
eyes will be on India’s
young stars to see if they
can convert team success
into individual glory and
continue India’s ascent in
international badminton.

——

| I\hbappe Shines as France

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Coco Gauff Overcomes Serve

espite struggling
with her serve and
committing seven
double faults, Coco
Gauff secured a
hard-fought 6-4, 6-3 vic-
tory over Jasmine Pao-
lini on Saturday to reach
the Wuhan Open final.
Both Gauff and Pao-
lini, ranked third and
fifth respectively, had
challenges with their
service games through-
out the match. However,
Gauff managed to edge
Paolini in crucial mo-
ments, converting seven
breaks of serve com-

Beat Azerbaijan 3-0in
World Cup Qualifier

ylian Mbappe once
again proved to be
France’s match-win-
ner as the reigning
world champions se-
cured a solid 3-0 victory
over Azerbaijan in their
FIFA World Cup Group D
qualifier on Friday.
Despite missing sever-
al key players, France
maintained their unbeat-
en streak in the qualifi-
ers with this home win,
moving to nine points
from three games. The
match, played at the Sta-
de de France, saw Mbap-
pe open the scoring just
before halftime with a
clinical finish, giving
Les Bleus the lead going
into the break.
Mbappe’s influence
continued after the inter-
val as he provided a pre-
cise assist for Adrien Ra-
biot, who doubled the
lead early in the second
half. Substitute Florian
Thauvin then sealed the
comfortable win by net-
ting a late third goal, en-
suring France’s domi-
nance throughout the
game.
Coach Didier Des-

champs will be encour-
aged by the team’s per-
formance, especially
given the absence of sev-
eral regular starters.
The win puts France in a
strong position to qualify
for the 2026 World Cup,
with a crucial away
game against Iceland
scheduled for Monday
that could potentially
seal their spot in the
tournament.

However, the night was
not without concern as
Mbappe took a knock to
his ankle late in the
match and was substitut-
ed as a precaution. The
French camp will be hop-
ing the injury is minor
ahead of the upcoming
fixtures.

With a combination of
youthful energy and ex-
perienced players,
France continues to
show why they remain
one of the favorites for
next year’s World Cup.
Mbappe’s star power and
clinical finishing remain
vital to their campaign
as they look to secure a
place in the finals next
year.

<~ WoestoReachWuhanO

pared to Paolini’s five.
The third-ranked Ameri-
can battled back from be-
ing down three breaks in
the second set and im-
pressively closed out the
match by winning the fi-
nal four games.

Gauff’s serving strug-
gles this season have
been well documented.
After changing her serv-
ing coach in August, she
still leads the women’s
tour with 378 double
faults, which is over 120
more than the next clos-
est player. Despite this,
her aggressive baseline

game and resilience
helped her overcome
Paolini’s challenge.

Paolini came into the
semifinal on the back of
a stunning upset, having
eliminated Wimbledon
champion Iga Swiatek in
the quarterfinals, show-
casing her strong form
in Wuhan.

In the other semifinal
held on Saturday, top-
ranked Aryna Sabalenka
was set to face Jessica
Pegula, promising an-
other thrilling contest to
determine the second
finalist.

pen Final

Gauff’s win cements
her status as one of the
leading contenders for
the Wuhan Open title
and adds momentum to
her campaign this sea-
son. The final will test
her ability to maintain
composure under pres-
sure and potentially se-
cure another prestig-
ious tournament
victory.

Fans will be eagerly
watching to see if Gauff
can overcome her serv-
ing inconsistency and
lift the trophy in
Wuhan.

Jadeja: Need to Work
Hard on Slow Turners

ndia’s star all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja ad-
mitted the challenges
posed by the slow-
turning pitch in the
ongoing second Test
against the West Indies
but stressed the impor-
tance of adapting to the
surface conditions to
meet the team’s goals.
On day two at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium, Jadeja
emerged as India’s most
successful bowler, deliv-
ering 14 overs and claim-
ing three crucial wick-
ets. Despite the slow
bounce and lack of sig-
nificant turn, he man-
aged to maintain pres-
sure on the West Indies
batters, who showed
more resistance com-
pared to their brief in-
nings in the opening

Test.

“Slow turners are
tough to bowl on, but
that’s the kind of surface
we’ve got to work hard
on. It demands patience
and discipline,” Jadeja
said. The pitch, while of-
fering less assistance
than expected, aligns
well with the team’s
strategy for the series,
focusing on building
pressure through con-
sistent bowling rather
than relying solely on
sharp turn.

After bowling out the
West Indies cheaply in
the first Test, India holds
a strong position with a
378-run lead in this
match. However, the visi-
tors showed improved
resilience on day two,
ending at 140 for four and

aiming to extend their
innings and test India’s
bowling attack further.

Jadeja’s effort stood
out as he utilized his ex-
perience and skill to ex-
tract whatever help was
available from the pitch.
“It’s about adapting to
conditions and being pa-
tient. We are focused on
staying disciplined and
putting runs on the
board,” he added.

As the match progress-
es, India will look to capi-
talize on their dominant
position, while West In-
dies aims to bat longer
and challenge the hosts.
Jadeja’s role will be cru-
cial in breaking partner-
ships and maintaining
pressure in these tricky
slow-turning
conditions.
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K-Ramp Trailer

Promises Diwali |

Laugh Riot

he theatrical trail-

er of K-Ramp,

starring Kiran

Abbavaram and

Yukti Thareja,
was unveiled on Satur-
day evening and has
quickly caught the at-
tention of Telugu mov-
ie buffs. Packed with
comedy, romance, and
youthful energy, the
trailer sets the tone for
a festive release on Oc-
tober 18, just in time
for Diwali.

Directed by debutant
Jains Nani, K-Ramp
appears to be a light-
hearted comedy caper
that thrives on quirky
characterizations and
humorous storytelling.
The film follows the
carefree life of the lead
character, played by
Kiran Abbavaram,
who enjoys life to the
fullest with his gang of

(IRAN

friends. His world
turns upside down
when he meets the
charming Yukti Thare-
ja, sparking a series of
romantic and comic
events.

The two-minute
trailer showcases plen-
ty of laugh-out-loud
moments, witty dia-
logues, and fun inter-
actions between the
lead pair. It’s an exten-
sion of the previously
released teaser—mi-
nus the edgy lan-
guage—which had al-
ready built solid
expectations among
youth audiences.

Kiran Abbavaram
once again proves his
knack for comedy with
his energetic screen
presence and trade-
mark dialogue deliv-
ery. His performance is
being touted as the

highlight of the film.
Yukti Thareja adds
freshness to the ro-
mantic angle, while
the supporting cast—
Vennela Kishore, Sai
Kumar, and Muralid-
har Goud—brings sol-
id comic support.

Backed by Hasya
Movies and Rudransh
Celluloid, the film
boasts good produc-
tion values and vi-
brant visuals, aligning
well with the festive
mood. Director Jains
Nani seems to have
struck a balance be-
tween romance, come-
dy, and light action to
appeal to a broad
audience.

With its fun-filled
vibe and youthful ap-
peal, K-Ramp is gear-
ing up to deliver a full-
on entertainer this
Diwali season.

ABBAVARAAM HE

RUUDRANSH
bt

SCREEN

MANESE BARY P
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Andhra King TalukaTeaser Out: A
Mix of Fandom and Romance

he much-antici-
pated teaser of
Andhra King Ta-
luka has been of-
ficially unveiled,
igniting buzz among
fans and film enthusi-
asts. Starring energet-
ic actor Ram Pothineni
and newcomer Bhag-
yashri Borse, the film
promises a high-volt-
age blend of fandom,
love, and drama.
Directed by Mahesh
Babu P, the movie is
slated for a theatrical

release on November
28, 2025. The teaser
gives a quick yet im-
pactful peek into the
life of a die-hard fan
whose admiration for
real-life star Upendra
borders on obsession.
It hints at how this in-
tense fan love inter-
twines with his roman-
tic life, setting the
stage for an emotion-
ally charged
narrative.

Ram Pothineni,
known for his energet-

ic screen presence, ap-
pears to be in top form,
while Bhagyashri
Borse brings fresh ap-
peal to the screen. The
teaser also hints at in-
tense chemistry be-
tween the lead pair,
adding to the
anticipation.
Supporting roles are
played by noted actors
Rao Ramesh, Satya,
and Murali Sharma,
bringing depth and
versatility to the cast.
The film is being bank-

rolled by Mythri Movie
Makers, known for
backing several suc-
cessful Telugu films.
Adding to the enter-
tainment quotient is
the vibrant music com-
posed by Vivek-
Mervin, whose score in
the teaser already
seems to have struck a
chord with fans.
While the teaser
keeps the plot under
wraps, it cleverly
builds curiosity
around the conse-

quences of extreme
fandom and how it im-
pacts personal rela-
tionships. With a mix
of mass appeal and
emotional depth,
Andhra King Taluka
appears set to offer
something for all sec-
tions of the audience.
The trailer is expect-
ed to drop soon, offer-
ing more insights into
the storyline. Until
then, the teaser has
done its job-raising ex-
pectations sky high.

Santhana Prapthirasthu Hits Theatres on November 14
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DIWALI 2025 IN THEATRES e

he much-awaited fam-
ily entertainer San-
thana Prapthirasthu
is all set to hit thea-
tres worldwide on No-
vember 14, 2025. With its
teaser already creating
waves and songs trending
across platforms, the film
is riding high on buzz
ahead of release.
Directed by Sanjeev
Reddy, known for crafting
heartfelt stories with a
touch of humour, the film
delves into real-life chal-
lenges faced by today’s
young couples. Blending
light-hearted comedy with
emotional depth, Santha-
na Prapthirasthu aims to
strike a chord with both
youth and family
audiences.
Vikrant and Chandini

Chowdary lead the cast,
bringing charm and re-
latability to their roles.
The ever-popular Venne-
la Kishore adds comic
brilliance, promising
plenty of laugh-out-loud
moments. The support-
ing cast, too, features sev-
eral familiar faces, en-
suring strong
performances across the
board.

Produced by Madhura
Sreedhar Reddy and Nirvi
Hariprasad Reddy, the
film is said to be high on
production values, with
vibrant visuals captured
by cinematographer Mahi
Reddy Pandugula. The
teaser already showcases
a colorful palette that en-
hances the film’s youthful
vibe.

Kantara Chapter 1 Nears
S4M Mark in North America

antara: Chapter 1,
the much-awaited
spiritual action
drama directed by
nd starring
Rishab Shetty, is con-
tinuing its strong box
office run, particularly
in overseas markets.
After 10 days in thea-
tres, the film has
grossed an impressive
$3.8 million in North
America, and is well on
track to cross the $4
million milestone by
the end of its second
Sunday.

A sequel to the 2022
pan-India hit Kantara,
this chapter expands
the universe with a
deeper dive into folk-
lore and divine power,
with Rukmini Vasanth
playing a significant
role alongside Shetty.
The film has struck a
chord with both Indian
and international audi-
ences, thanks to its
gripping narrative,
rooted cultural themes,
and powerful visuals.

Backed by Hombale
Films, the production
house behind KGF and
Salaar, the film has ben-
efitted from strong
word-of-mouth and sol-
id promotional efforts

in the overseas mar-
kets. Its success in
North America is par-
ticularly notable, as it
outpaces several recent
South Indian releases
in the region.

The film also features
Jayaram, Gulshan De-
vaiah, and Pramodh
Shetty in prominent
roles, all of whom have
been praised for their
performances. The
haunting and spiritual
musical score by Aja-
neesh Loknath has add-
ed significantly to the
film’s atmospheric
appeal.

With strong collec-
tions continuing into
its second weekend,
Kantara: Chapter 1 is
proving to be both a
critical and commer-
cial success. If the mo-
mentum holds, the film
could emerge as one of
the highest-grossing In-
dian films in North
America this year.

All eyes are now on
its long-term perfor-
mance, especially with
Diwali releases around
the corner. For now,
Kantara: Chapter 1 con-
tinues to shine at the
box office with divine
force.

Music plays a key role
in Santhana Prapthi-
rasthu, with composer
Sunil Kashyap delivering
a soundtrack that has
quickly gained popularity.
The songs are melodious
yet catchy, reflecting the
film’s emotional tone
while staying
entertaining.

Touted as a perfect festi-
val release, the film prom-
ises a feel-good cinematic
experience for audiences
of all ages. With its blend
of humour, heart, and re-
latable themes, Santhana
Prapthirasthu is expected
to strike gold at the box
office.

Mark your calendars—
this family entertainer ar-
rives on November 14 in
cinemas near you.
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Telusu Kada Gets U/A
Certificate Ahead of Release

he much-anticipat-
ed romantic come-
dy Telusu Kada,
starring Siddhu
Jonnalagadda, has
officially received a
U/A certificate from
the censor board, clear-
ing its path for a grand
theatrical release on
October 17, 2025.
Directed by popular
celebrity stylist Neera-
ja Kona in her debut
outing as a filmmaker,
Telusu Kada features
Raashi Khanna and
Srinidhi Shetty as the
female leads. With the
trailer expected to drop
soon, the censor clear-
ance has further amped
up excitement among
fans and movie buffs.
Though the exact
runtime is yet to be re-
vealed, the makers con-
firmed that the film has
completed all neces-
sary censor formali-
ties. The certification
suggests a family-

friendly film with light-
hearted moments and
emotional depth, fitting
the rom-com genre.
Known for his quirky
charm and youthful
screen presence, Sid-
dhu Jonnalagadda
plays the central role in

this feel-good entertain-
er. The film is expected
to showcase a modern
take on love and rela-
tionships, infused with
humour, emotions, and
music.

The supporting cast
includes Harsha

Chemudu, known for
his comic timing, and
Ravi Mariya, along
with other familiar fac-
es. Backed by the well-
known banner People
Media Factory, the film
promises quality pro-
duction and wide
release.

Adding musical spar-
kle to the project is top
composer Thaman,
whose songs and back-
ground score are ex-
pected to play a crucial
role in enhancing the
film’s emotional and
entertainment
quotient.

With its youthful
cast, debutant direc-
tor’s fresh vision, and
promising music, Telu-
su Kada is gearing up to
be a breezy romantic
ride this festive season.
All eyes are now on the
trailer, which is expect-
ed to offer a better
glimpse into the world
of Telusu Kada.
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