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BUZZ POINTS

MINISTER PONNAM 
PRABHAKAR 
DISTRIBUTES 

STITCHING 
MISSIONS TO 

MINORITY WOMEN IN 
JUBILEE HILLS

Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar led a dis-
tribution drive for 

Kuttu Missions 
under the 

Indiramma Minority 
Women Shakti 
scheme at the 
Muhammadiya 
Function Hall in 

Yusufguda, Jubilee 
Hills, reaffirming the 
state government’s 

commitment to 
women empower-

ment.
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TPCC Media Chief Hits Out at 
Prashant Kishor, Lauds CM Revanth 
Reddy’s Grassroots Leadership
Telangana Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC) Media and Communication 
Chairman Sama Rammohan Reddy has 
launched a sharp attack on political strate-
gist Prashant Kishor, calling him a “political 
prepaid recharge” whose influence is limit-
ed to “TV debates and press statements.”

TRUE

TPCC LAUNCHES 
STATEWIDE 
SIGNATURE 

CAMPAIGN TO 
EXPOSE ALLEGED 

VOTE 
MANIPULATION 

BY BJP
Telangana Pradesh 

Congress 
Committee (TPCC) 
president Mahesh 
Kumar Goud has 

announced a state-
wide signature cam-

paign to highlight 
alleged vote manip-
ulation and electoral 
irregularities by the 

BJP.

PAGE 03

PAGE 03

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
Thousands of  sup-
porters, well-wish-
ers, and party work-
ers turned up at the 

funeral to pay their re-
spects, demonstrating the 
deep affection and regard 
he commanded across the 
political spectrum. His 
mortal remains were first 
brought to Suryapet, the 
constituency he repre-
sented for several terms, 
where locals gathered to 
offer their prayers and 
tributes. The procession 
then moved to his home-
town, where the funeral 
rituals were performed 
with full State honours.

The ceremony wit-
nessed the presence of  
several senior political 
figures and dignitaries. 
Ministers N. Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy, Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy, and Adluri 
Laxman, along with Tel-
angana Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) presi-

dent Mahesh Goud, were 
among the key attendees. 
Legislators, members of  
the Legislative Council, 
and various local repre-
sentatives from the com-
bined Nalgonda district 
also participated in the 
event, highlighting Red-
dy’s enduring influence in 
state politics and the re-
spect he commanded 
among colleagues and 
peers.

Throughout his politi-
cal career, Reddy was 
known for his dedication 
to public service and his 
efforts to bring develop-
ment and welfare initia-
tives to his constituency. 
He played a pivotal role in 
strengthening the Con-
gress party in the region 
and was widely regarded 
for his accessibility and 
commitment to the peo-
ple. Supporters recalled 
his tireless efforts to ad-
dress local issues, ranging 
from infrastructure devel

The state bid a solemn 
farewell to former 

Minister and senior 
Congress leader 

Ramreddy Damodar 
Reddy, whose final rites 
were held on Saturday in 

his native village of 
Thungathurthy in 

Suryapet district. The 
five-time MLA, who 

passed away on October 1 
due to a kidney-related 

illness, was remembered 
for his decades-long 
service in Telangana 

politics and his 
unwavering commitment 

to the people of his 
constituency.

Former minister Ramreddy 
Damodar Reddy laid to rest 

with state honours
TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
Cur rently,  the 
dam is receiving 
an inflow of  2.70 
lakh cusecs, and 

an equal amount is be-
ing discharged down-
stream to maintain the 
water balance. Of  this, 
2.16 lakh cusecs are 
flowing through the 
spillway, while 8,193 
cusecs are being direct-
ed into the left canal 
for irrigation purpos-
es. Additionally, 33,291 
cusecs of  water is be-
ing supplied to the 
power station for elec-
tricity generation.

The reservoir’s full 
water level (FWL) is 
590 feet, while the cur-
rent water level stands 
at 587.30 feet. Nagarju-
na Sagar has a total 
storage capacity of  

312.04 TMC, of  which 
305.68 TMC is current-
ly stored. Authorities 
are closely monitoring 
the levels to ensure 
that the storage does 
not exceed safe limits, 
given the ongoing 
heavy inflows.

Meanwhile, the Ju-
rala project is also wit-
nessing substantial 
flood inflows. The res-
ervoir is currently re-
ceiving 2,63,370 cusecs, 
while the discharge 
downstream has been 
maintained at 2,70,754 
cusecs to manage the 
floodwaters. Officials 
at both projects are co-
ordinating closely with 
downstream authori-
ties to ensure that wa-
ter release schedules 
are communicated to 
affected areas, mini-
mizing the risk of  
flooding and related 

damage.
With the ongoing 

monsoon and heavy 
rainfall in the catch-
ment areas, residents 
along the downstream 
riverbanks have been 
advised to remain alert 
and follow instructions 
issued by local authori-
ties. Farmers depend-
ing on canal irrigation 
are also monitoring 
water flows, as con-
trolled releases from 
both reservoirs are 
crucial for crop irriga-
tion while maintaining 
flood safety.

The management of  
Nagarjuna Sagar and 
Jurala projects is criti-
cal at this time, as both 
reservoirs play a vital 
role in irrigation, pow-
er generation, and 
flood control in the 
region. 

The flood situation at major reservoirs in the region continues to 
demand close monitoring, as authorities manage inflows and 

releases to ensure safety downstream. At the Nagarjuna Sagar 
Dam, officials have opened 26 gates to release water following 

heavy flood inflows into the reservoir.

Authorities release 
water from Nagarjuna 

Sagar and Jurala  
projects amid heavy 

inflows

Telangana High 
Court acquits man 
in 2008 rape case

Justice J Sreenivas Rao of the Telangana 
High Court has set aside the conviction 

of the petitioner, Mohammed Irfan Khan, 
in a 2008 rape case, granting him the 

benefit of doubt.

Parties shift gears as 
Telangana gears up for 

local body elections 
TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
Telangana is wit-
nessing a surge 
in political activ-
ity as local body 

elections approach. 
With the legal uncer-
tainty surrounding the 
polls now cleared by 

the High Court, the 
C o n g re s s,  B h a r at 
R a s h t r a  S a m i t h i 
(BRS), and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) 
have all swung into ac-
tion, preparing for 
what promises to be a 
fierce and closely 
fought contest.

The ruling Congress 

has taken an early lead 
in campaigning, bank-
ing on its welfare-driv-
en governance model. 
The party is highlight-
ing its flagship initia-
tives — including the 
loan waiver for farm-
ers, free bus travel for 
women,

 BRS eyes revival | BJP banks on north | Congress pitches welfare

‘We must explain our work to the people’: 
Sridhar Babu rallies Congress cadre

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04:  
Minister Sridhar 
Babu on Saturday 
chaired a crucial 
meeting with Con-

gress leaders and work-
ers from Vikarabad and 
neighboring districts to 
chalk out strategies for 
the upcoming local body 
elections. The meeting 
was aimed at reinforcing 
the Congress’s welfare 
message and countering 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ’ s 
criticism.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sridhar Babu em-

phasized the need to take 
the government’s wel-
fare initiatives to every 
doorstep. He urged the 
cadre to focus on three 

major schemes — the 
free bus travel for wom-
en, the farm loan waiver, 
and the free gas cylinder 
distribution — and ex-

plain how these initia-
tives have tangibly ben-
efited the people.

“These schemes are 
n o t  j u s t  p ro m i s e s ; 

they’ve improved lives,” 
the minister said. “Our 
responsibility is to make 
sure the public under-
stands what the Con-
gress government has 
delivered in less than a 
year.”

Sridhar Babu also 
called on party workers 
to expose the corruption 
and maladministration 
that marked the BRS’s 
rule. He accused the BRS 
of  colluding with the 
BJP, alleging that both 
parties have worked to 
destabilize the Congress 
government.

PAGE 02

PAGE 02

PAGE 02

PAGE 02

PAGE 02



02 HYDERABAD, 05TH OCTOBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

TELANGANA

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 
03: The appel-
lant had chal-
lenged the judg-
ment of  the V 

Additional Metropol-
itan Sessions Judge 
(Mahila Court), Hy-
derabad, which on 
June 17, 2013, found 
him guilty under 

Sections 376 (rape) 
and 506 (criminal in-
timidation) of  the In-
dian Penal Code. He 
was sentenced to 10 
years of  rigorous im-
p r i s o n m e n t  a n d 
fined Rs 1,000 for 
rape, and another Rs 
1 , 0 0 0  f o r 
intimidation.

The case was based 
o n  a  c o m p l a i n t 

lodged on April 3, 
2009, at the Bahadur-
pura police station 
by the complainant, 
who alleged that on 
November 21, 2008, 
the accused entered 
her house and sexu-
ally assaulted her. 
She further alleged 
that the family of  the 
accused refused mar-
riage and intimidat-

ed her into silence. 
After investigation, a 
charg esheet  was 
filed against Irfan 
Khan and another 
relative, leading to 
trial before the Mah-
ila Court.

The sessions judge 
had convicted Irfan 
Khan while acquit-
t ing him of  the 
charge under Section 

417 IPC (cheating by 
false promise of  mar-
riage). In appeal, Ir-
fan Khan’s counsel 
argued that the com-
plainant had admit-
ted being in a consen-
sual relationship 
with him for four 
years, and that the al-
legations were made 
only to pressure him 
into marriage.

The complaint was 
lodged more than 
four months after the 
alle ged incident, 
without explanation 
for the delay. Counsel 
further highlighted 
inconsistencies in 
the complainant’s 
testimony, particu-
larly the claim that 
the accused forced a 
t a b l e t  i n t o  h e r 

mouth, which sur-
faced only during tri-
al. Medical evidence 
also did not support 
the allegation of  re-
c e n t  s e x u a l 
intercourse.

The assistant public 
prosecutor, however, 
maintained that the 
complainant’s evi-
dence was sufficient 
to sustain conviction. 

After examining the 
evidence,  Justice 
Sreenivas Rao held 
that the prosecution 
had failed to prove the 
charges beyond rea-
sonable doubt. Conse-
quently, the convic-
tion and sentence 
imposed by the trial 
court were set aside, 
and Irfan Khan was 
acquitted.

Telangana High Court acquits man in 2008 rape case

‘We must explain our work to 
the people’: Sridhar Babu 

rallies Congress cadre

Authorities release water from 
Nagarjuna Sagar and Jurala  
projects amid heavy inflows

According to party 
sources, the meeting was 
also meant to energize 
grassroots workers and 
instill confidence ahead 
of  the polls. Leaders 
from various constituen-
cies assured that exten-
sive door-to-door cam-
p a i g n s  we re  b e i n g 

organized to strengthen 
the party’s connect with 
voters.

The Congress hopes to 
leverage its welfare-driv-
en governance model to 
consolidate support and 
blunt opposition attacks 
as the election campaign 
gathers pace across 
Telangana.

Officials continue to 
urge the public to re-
main cautious and stay 
updated on water re-
lease announcements to 
ensure safety. Authori-
ties have assured that 
continuous monitoring 

and necessary adjust-
ments in gate operations 
will be carried out to 
prevent any untoward 
incidents while balanc-
ing the multiple de-
mands of  flood manage-
ment, irrigation, and 
power generation.
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and gas cylinder dis-
tribution — as proof  of  
its commitment to im-
proving people’s lives. 
Rural voters, especially 
those from agrarian 
communities, are ex-
pected to play a decisive 
role in determining the 
outcome.

Congress leaders be-
lieve these welfare 
schemes have created a 
strong connect with the 
masses. However, the 
party is also facing an 
aggressive counter-cam-
paign, with opposition 
leaders alleging that 
public confidence in the 
Congress has waned 
since it assumed power. 
For the ruling party, 
therefore, the local body 
elections will serve as a 

crucial test to reaffirm 
its popularity and si-
lence critics.

The BRS, though out 
of  power, remains a for-
midable player owing to 
its strong organization-
al structure at the grass-
roots level. Determined 
to prove that it contin-
ues to be relevant, the 
BRS leadership is mobi-
lizing its cadres across 
rural Telangana. For 
the party, these elec-
tions are as much about 
reclaiming lost ground 
as they are about signal-
ing to the electorate that 
it remains a key force in 
the state’s political 
landscape.

The BJP, on the other 
hand, is focusing its en-
ergy on northern Telan-
gana — particularly in 

districts like Nizama-
bad, Adilabad, and Ka-
rimnagar — where it 
enjoys a relatively 
strong cadre base. Po-
litical observers say the 
BJP’s role could be piv-
otal in these regions, 
with triangular contests 
likely to emerge be-
tween the Congress, 
BRS, and BJP. Even if  
the party doesn’t secure 
outright majorities, its 
presence could split 
votes and influence out-
c o m e s  i n  s e v e r a l 
constituencies.

In most other parts of  
Telangana, however, the 
battle is expected to re-
main largely between 
the Congress and the 
BRS. Despite this, the 
BJP’s presence, even in 
pockets, could have a 

ripple effect on the larg-
er electoral equations.

Beyond immediate re-
sults, the elections are 
significant for all three 
parties. For the Con-
gress, they are a test of  
its governance and pub-
lic acceptance. For the 
BRS, they represent a 
fight for revival and rel-
evance. For the BJP, the 
polls are an opportunity 
to expand its base and 
assert itself  as a credi-
ble alternative.

As campaigning in-
tensifies, all eyes are on 
how Telangana’s voters 
will respond. The out-
come is expected to re-
flect the changing politi-
cal undercurrents of  
the state and set the tone 
for future electoral 
battles.

Parties shift gears as Telangana 
gears up for local body elections 

opment to social wel-
fare, which earned him 
the admiration of  his 
constituents.

During the funeral, 
many leaders and party 
members paid homage 
to Reddy’s legacy, re-
membering him as a 
stalwart of  the Con-
gress party and a leader 
who worked selflessly 
for the betterment of  so-
ciety. Residents and po-
litical figures alike ex-
pressed their sorrow at 
his passing and shared 
memories of  his leader-
ship, guidance, and 
vision.

Reddy’s death marks 
a significant loss for 
Telangana’s political 

landscape, particularly 
in Suryapet and the sur-
rounding areas, where 
he was a prominent and 
influential figure. While 
the community mourns 
his loss, his contribu-
tions to the region and 
the political fraternity 
are expected to leave a 
lasting impact. The fu-
neral concluded with 
prayers and final re-
spects, reflecting the 
deep reverence held for 
Ramreddy Damodar 
Reddy by both the pub-
lic and political circles. 
His legacy of  dedicated 
service and commit-
ment to the welfare of  
his constituents will 
continue to be remem-
bered for years to come.

Former minister 
Ramreddy Damodar 

Reddy laid to rest 
with state honours
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TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
In a unique blend 
of  modern tech-
nology and age-
old tradition, Hy-

d e r a b a d - b a s e d 
laparoscopic surgeon 
Dr. Praveen Koduru re-
cently performed a cus-
tomary ‘vahan pooja’ 
on his newly purchased 
Tesla Model Y. The rit-
ual, widely practiced 
across India whenever 
a new vehicle is bought, 
i nvo l ve s  i nvo k i n g 
blessings for safety and 
prosperity through cer-
emonial offerings and 
prayers.

For generations, ve-
hicle owners have driv-

en their new cars to 
temples or invited 
priests to their homes 
to perform the pooja. 
The rituals typically in-
clude breaking a coco-
nut, applying vermil-
lion (kumkum) on the 
vehicle, and adorning 
it with garlands. De-
spite the advent of  elec-
tric and futuristic vehi-
c les,  th e  p rac t i c e 
continues to remain 
popular, reflecting the 
enduring importance 
of  tradition in Indian 
culture.

Dr. Koduru, who took 
delivery of  the Ultra 
Red Tesla Model Y last 
week, shared pictures 
of  the gleaming car 
outside a temple, deco-

rated with vibrant gar-
lands. Family mem-
bers, dressed in festive 
attire, posed alongside 
the vehicle as the priest 
conducted the rituals. 
Dr. Koduru humorous-
ly captioned the post, 
“No car, including Te-
sla, can get a five-star 
safety rating in Indian 
culture, unless a vahan 
pooja is done.”

The post quickly gar-
nered attention on so-
cial media, highlight-
i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e 
futuristic design of  the 
Tesla but also the cele-
bratory essence of  In-
dian customs. Tesla of-
ficially entered the 
Indian market in July 
this year, sparking ex-

citement among elec-
tric vehicle enthusi-
asts.  Dr.  Koduru’s 
Model Y is reportedly 
the first of  its kind in 
Hyderabad, marking a 
milestone for EV adop-
tion in the city.

The occasion under-
scores the growing pop-
ularity of  electric vehi-
cles in India while 
highlighting how tradi-
tional customs remain 
interwoven with mod-
ern lifestyles. Dr. Kodu-
ru’s experience has 
sparked conversations 
among car enthusiasts 
and social media users, 
inspiring others to 
blend tradition with in-
novation in their own 
ways.

Tesla meets Dasara 
tradition in Hyderabad 

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
The Drugs Control 
Administration of  
Telangana has is-
sued an urgent pub-

lic alert and stop use no-
tice concerning Coldrif  
Syrup (Batch No. SR-13), 
manufactured by Sresan 
Pharma, following re-
ports of  tragic child 
d e a t h s  i n  M a d hy a 
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

The syrup, which con-
tains Paracetamol, Phe-
nylephrine Hydrochlo-
r i d e ,  a n d 
C h l o r p h e n i r a m i n e 
Maleate, was manufac-
tured in May 2025 and 
has an expiry date of  
April 2027. Authorities 
have indicated that this 
specific batch has been 
allegedly adulterated 
with Diethylene Glycol 
(DEG), a highly toxic 

substance that can cause 
severe poisoning and 
death if  ingested.

Health officials have 
strongly advised the 
public to immediately 
stop using the affected 
batch of  Coldrif  Syrup 
and to return it to phar-
macies or health centers 
for proper disposal. Par-
ents and caregivers are 
urged to check the batch 
number carefully and 
avoid giving this medi-
cine to children under 
any circumstances.

The Drugs Control 
Administration is coor-
dinating with health de-
partments across states 
to ensure widespread 
awareness and prevent 
further casualties. Hos-
pitals and pediatric clin-
ics have also been in-
structed to report any 
cases of  suspected poi-
soning linked to the syr-

up. Authorities are 
treating this incident 
with utmost urgency 
and are investigating 
the manufacturing pro-
cess and distribution 
chain of  Sresan Pharma 
to determine how the 
adulteration occurred.

Meanwhile, the pub-
lic is being asked to re-
main vigilant about 
any symptoms of  poi-
soning in children who 
may have consumed 
medicines from this 
batch, including nau-
sea, vomiting, abdomi-
nal pain, or unusual 
drowsiness, and to seek 
immediate medical at-
tention if  any such 
signs appear. This inci-
dent underscores the 
critical importance of  
stringent quality con-
trol and regulatory 
oversight in the phar-
maceutical sector.

Telangana issues stop use 
notice for Coldrif syrup after 

reports of child deaths
TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: A 
petition challeng-
ing the High Court 
orders on back-
ward class (BC) res-

ervations has been filed 
in the Supreme Court, 
drawing attention amid 
the upcoming local body 
elections in the state.

The petitioner, Mr. 
Vanga Gopal Reddy, has 
sought a review of  the 
High Court’s decisions 
that allow 42% reserva-
tions for BCs, highlight-
ing concerns that cumu-
lative reservations in 
the state are now exceed-
ing the 50% threshold. 
In his petition, Reddy 
requested that the Su-
preme Court intervene 
to stop further reserva-
tions that push the total 
beyond the constitution-
al limit.

The case is scheduled 
for hearing on October 6 
before a bench headed 
by Justice Vikram Nath. 
Legal observers are 
closely watching the 
proceedings, noting that 
the timing is particular-
ly sensitive as political 
parties and voters are 
gearing up for local body 
elections.

The 42% BC reserva-
tion has been a signifi-
cant policy measure 
aimed at providing so-
cial and educational ad-
vantages to backward 
classes. However, with 
additional quotas for 
S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e s , 
Scheduled Tribes, and 
other special categories, 
cumulative reservations 
in the state are now re-
portedly exceeding the 
50% cap established by 
earlier Supreme Court 
rulings.

The petition has al-
ready generated wide-
spread attention among 
political circles and the 
public. Parties are keen-
ly observing the Su-
preme Court’s response, 
as any change to the res-
ervation framework 
could impact electoral 
strategies and candidate 
selections for the local 
body polls. Legal ex-
perts expect the Su-
preme Court to careful-
ly examine the merits of  
the case,  the High 
Court’s reasoning, and 
the broader implica-
tions of  altering reser-
vation percentages. The 
proceedings on October 
6 will be closely moni-
tored, as they could have 
far-reaching conse-
quences for policy, poli-
tics, and the balance of  
social justice in the 
region.

Supreme Court to hear review 
petition on 42% BC reservations 

ahead of local body elections

W
ith Telangana’s 
local body elec-
tion notification 
expected on Octo-
ber 9, the Bharati-

ya Janata Party (BJP) 
has intensified prepara-
tions to strengthen its 
grassroots machinery 
and finalize candidates 
across districts.

State BJP president 
Ramchander Rao has in-
structed leaders to sub-
mit three potential can-
didates for each position 
by October 5 to expedite 
the selection process. 
The party has decided 
that the state committee 
will finalize ZPTC candi-
dates, while district-level 
core committees will 
handle MPTC selections. 
Party insiders said the 
decision aims to ensure 
greater efficiency and 
decentralization, while 
also involving local lead-

ership in key decisions. 
The BJP’s larger goal, 
they added, is to expand 
its organizational base 
and reinforce its pres-
ence in local governance 
structures.

With  a  relat ively 
stronger cadre in north-
ern Telangana, the party 
is eyeing significant 
gains in that region 
while making steady in-
roads into other dis-
tricts. “We want to build 
a strong network at the 
grassroots that will serve 
as the foundation for the 
BJP’s future growth in 
Telangana,” a senior 
party functionary said.

By maintaining organ-
izational discipline and 
giving priority to local 
leadership, the BJP 
hopes to project itself  as 
a credible alternative in 
the state’s evolving po-
litical environment.

BJP sets eyes on 
grassroots ahead of 
local body elections
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TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
T e l a n g a n a 
Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) 
president Mahesh 

Kumar Goud has an-
nounced a statewide sig-
nature campaign to 
highlight alleged vote 
manipulation and elec-
toral irregularities by 

the BJP.
In a Zoom meeting 

with senior party lead-
ers, Goud alleged that 
“massive vote theft” en-
abled the BJP to return 
to power for the third 
consecutive term at the 
Centre. He also accused 
the Election Commis-
sion of  India (ECI) of  
acting in favour of  the 
ruling party by ignoring 

the “detailed evidence” 
presented by Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi.

According to the 
TPCC, Gandhi had doc-
umented several in-
stances of  voter manip-
ulation, yet no action 
was taken by the ECI. 
Goud said the signature 
drive aims to raise pub-
lic awareness and docu-
ment these alleged ir-

r e g u l a r i t i e s  t o 
“safeguard democratic 
processes”.

The campaign, initial-
ly delayed due to heavy 
rains, will now begin 
immediately in all dis-
tricts. Goud instructed 
party leaders to ensure 
that each village gath-
ers at least 100 signa-
tures, with active par-
ticipation from all 

Congress units. “Every 
signature is a statement 
of  faith in democracy 
and a stand against vote 
theft,” he said.

District Congress 
presidents, MLAs, and 
local leaders have been 
tasked with overseeing 
the campaign and mobi-
lizing volunteers. AICC 
in-charge Meenakshi 
Natarajan urged the 

cadre to treat the drive 
as a “prestigious and 
high-priority task,” em-
phasizing that it must 
reflect the party’s com-
mitment to electoral 
integrity.

The signatures will 
be compiled and sub-
mitted to the AICC by 
October 15. TPCC lead-
ers have been directed 
to ensure that the cam-

paign is comprehensive 
and well-coordinated.

Cong ress sources 
said the drive is not 
only about raising 
awareness but also a 
means to re-energize 
grassroots workers and 
strengthen the party’s 
presence ahead of  local 
elections. Despite the 
weather disruptions, 
the leadership remains 

determined to execute 
the campaign on a large 
scale.

“The people must 
know how their votes 
were stolen. We are 
standing up for democ-
racy and accountabili-
ty,” Goud said, reiterat-
ing the TPCC’s focus on 
protecting voter rights 
and fair elections across 
Telangana.

TPCC Launches Statewide Signature Campaign to Expose 

Alleged Vote Manipulation by BJP
Party directs leaders to collect 100 signatures from each village by October 15

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
The upcoming 
Jubilee Hills by-
election appears 
increasingly tilt-

ed in favour of  Magan-
ti Sunitha, wife of  the 
late three-time MLA 
Maganti Gopinath, as 
a strong wave of  sym-
pathy swee ps the 
constituency.

Political observers 
say that Gopinath’s 
sudden demise has left 
an emotional void 
among voters who 
were deeply connected 
to him. “The sympathy 
factor is clearly visible 
on the ground. The 
family enjoys goodwill 
built over decades,” a 
senior analyst said.

The BJP and Con-
gress are reportedly 
still undecided about 
t h e i r  c a n d i d at e s . 
Sources said BJP had 
considered fielding ac-
tress Jayasudha, but 
she is hesitant given 
the prevailing senti-
ment in favour of  the 
Maganti family. Both 
BJP and Congress 

have formed commit-
tees to finalize their 
nominees.

Congress, despite 
facing challenges due 
to the HYDRAA con-
troversy and real es-
tate sector slowdown, 
could benefit from 
MIM’s support in the 
constituency. However, 
analysts say that in a 
sympathy-driven elec-
tion, even strategic al-
liances may not offset 
emotional appeal.

The late Gopinath’s 
long service and per-
sonal rapport with res-
idents are seen as deci-
sive factors.  “For 
many voters, this by-
election is more a trib-
ute than a political 
choice,” a party insid-
er said.

As campaigning in-
tensifies, all eyes are 
on whether develop-
ment issues or emo-
tional attachment will 
dominate voter senti-
ment. The outcome is 
expected to reveal how 
legacy politics contin-
ues to shape urban 
constituencies like Ju-
bilee Hills.

Sympathy Wave 
May Carry Maganti 
Family to Victory in 
Jubilee Hills By-Poll
Parties struggle to finalize candidates as vot-

ers rally behind late MLA Gopinath’s widow

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Commit-
tee (TPCC) Media 
and Communica-

tion Chairman Sama 
Rammohan Reddy has 
launched a sharp attack 
on political strategist 
Prashant Kishor, calling 
him a “political prepaid 
recharge” whose influ-
ence is limited to “TV de-
b a t e s  a n d  p r e s s 
statements.”

Speaking to reporters, 
Reddy said Kishor’s po-
l i t ical  commentary 
lacked substance and 
that he had failed to 
make a tangible differ-
ence in governance. “In 
his 50 years of  life, 
Kishor might have spo-
ken just 15 minutes for 
Bihar’s welfare.  He 

works for whoever pays 
him and vanishes after 
t h e  c a m p a i g n , ”  h e 
remarked.

Reddy claimed that 
Kishor’s reputation as a 
poll strategist was “over-
hyped” and that his suc-
cess was driven more by 
marketing than by real 
results. “He has earned 
crores, but not credibili-
ty,” Reddy said.

Drawing a contrast, 
Reddy praised Chief  
Minister A Revanth Red-
dy as a “leader born 
from the people’s move-
ment,” noting that he 
rose from a farming fam-
ily with no political line-
age. “Revanth Reddy’s 
story is the story of  peo-
ple’s faith. His govern-
ance reflects courage, 
fairness, and inclusivi-
ty,” he said.

Highlighting Telanga-

na’s inclusive govern-
ance, Reddy noted that 
CM Revanth treats all 
communities equally, in-
cluding migrant resi-
dents from Bihar and 
other states. “He holds 
the people’s aspirations 
in his heart, not just in 
manifestos,” Reddy said.

He dismissed Kishor’s 
comments about the Tel-
angana CM as “a big 
joke,” saying, “Kishor 
thrives on airtime; Re-
vanth thrives on public 
trust.”

Reddy concluded that 
true leadership is meas-
ured not by slogans or 
strategies but by the 
positive impact on citi-
zens’ lives. “That is 
what distinguishes Re-
vanth Reddy from self-
styled consultants like 
Prashant Kishor,” he 
said.

TPCC Media Chief Hits Out 
at Prashant Kishor, Lauds 

CM Revanth Reddy’s 
Grassroots Leadership

‘Kishor is a political prepaid recharge; Revanth’s rise is people’s man-
date,’ says Sama Rammohan Reddy TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar led a dis-
tribution drive for 
Kuttu Missions un-

der the Indiramma Mi-
nority Women Shakti 
scheme at the Muham-
madiya Function Hall in 
Yusufguda, Jubilee Hills, 
reaffirming the state 
government’s commit-
m e n t  t o  w o m e n 
empowerment.

The event was attend-
ed by Minority Finance 
Corporation Chairman 
Obedulla Kotwal, former 
MP Anjan Kumar Yadav, 
f o r m e r  c r i c k e t e r 
Azharuddin, Urdu Acad-
emy Chairman Tahir 

Bin Hamdan, and other 
senior leaders.

Minister Prabhakar 
said Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy’s govern-
ment has made women’s 
economic independence 
a central focus. “We have 
created opportunities for 
women to become entre-
preneurs — from owning 
RTC buses to running 
canteens and solar 
units,” he said.

The government has 
also provided 200 units 
of  free power, gas cylin-
ders, ration cards, and 
free RTC travel for wom-
en to ease household bur-
dens and improve living 
standards.

Addressing the upcom-
ing Jubilee Hills by-elec-

tion, Prabhakar urged 
voters to support the 
Congress, saying, “Sus-
tained development re-
quires continuity in gov-
e r n a n c e .  R e a l 
empowerment comes 
f r o m  p o l i c i e s ,  n o t 
sympathy.”

He accused the opposi-
tion of  exploiting the 
Maganti family’s trage-
dy, asserting that “Con-
gress delivers progress, 
not promises.”

The program under-
scored the state’s empha-
sis on inclusive develop-
ment, combining welfare 
delivery with direct com-
munity engagement to 
promote women’s partic-
ipation in economic 
activities.

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
In a significant 
development, two 
divisions of  the 
Dandakaranya 

Special Zonal Commit-
tee (DKSZC) of  the CPI 
(Maoist) — the Gadchi-
roli and North Bastar 
units — have backed 
politburo member Mal-
lojula Venugopal alias 
Sonu’s call to tempo-
rarily suspend armed 
struggle.

Earlier this month, a 
six-page statement at-
tributed to Sonu went 
viral, acknowledging 
that the Maoist move-
ment had failed to 
adapt to India’s chang-
ing social and political 
realities. “Our dogma-
tism and wrong poli-
cies weakened the 

movement,” the state-
ment said.

Fresh declarations 
from the Gadchiroli 
(Sept 27) and North 
Bastar (Sept 28) divi-
sions have now echoed 
Sonu’s position, admit-
ting that decades of  
armed struggle have 
not delivered tangible 
results.

North Bastar spokes-
person Suresh Kodopi 
said, “Thousands of  
comrades have sacri-
ficed their lives, but 
people’s lives have not 
improved.  Society 
wants peace, not vio-
lence. Today’s youth 
are not interested in 
j o i n i n g  t h e 
movement.”

Both divisions urged 
a transition toward po-
litical mobilisation and 
g rassroots engage-

ment. “It is time to re-
think our methods and 
reconnect with the peo-
ple,” one statement 
read.

Analysts say the sup-
port for Sonu marks a 
rare internal challenge 
to the Maoist central 
committee, which has 
condemned his re-
marks as divisive. How-
ever, observers believe 
this could signal an 
ideological shift within 
the movement, from 
armed confrontation to 
political participation.

If  this sentiment 
spreads, experts say it 
could reshape the dy-
namics of  left-wing ex-
tremism across central 
India, bringing long-
awaited opportunities 
for dialogue and peace-
building in affected 
areas.

Two Maoist Divisions Endorse 
Politburo Member Sonu’s Call 
to Suspend Armed Struggle

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
Distributes Stitching Missions to 

Minority Women in Jubilee Hills
Indiramma Women Shakti scheme aims to promote  

self-employment and inclusive growth

Factions admit movement’s decline, urge shift to political mobilisation
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T
elangana bets Big 
on Sustainable 
Public Transport

Telangana is 
set to revolution-

ize public transport in 
Hyderabad with the 
rollout of  2,800 elec-
tric buses by 2027, re-
placing diesel vehi-
cles to curb emissions 
and ease congestion.

T h e  Te l a n g a n a 
State Road Transport 
Corporation (TSRTC) 
has already intro-
duced 265 electric bus-
es and expects 275 
more by year-end. To 
support the shift, 19 
depots are being up-
graded with charging 
stations, and 10 new 

depots will be built at 
an estimated cost of  
₹392 crore.

To  f i n a n c e  t h e 
move, city bus fares 
have been revised 
from October 6, with 
an additional ₹5 for 
the first three stages 
and ₹10 beyond the 
fourth for all catego-
ries, including e-bus-
e s  a n d  M e t r o 
services.

Officials said the 
initiative aims to 
make Hyderabad a 
model for eco-friendly 
urban mobility while 
offering commuters 
cleaner, quieter, and 
more comfortable 
rides.

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
In a shocking in-
cident, police ar-
rested a couple 
fo r  a l l e g e d ly 

murdering their sev-
en-year-old niece by 
throwing her into an 
overhead water tank 
i n  C h a w n i , 
Yakutpura.

The accused, Mir 
Sami Ali (36) and his 
wife Yasmeen Begum 
(28), suspected the 
child’s parents of  per-
forming black magic 
that caused their own 
d a u g h t e r ’s  d e at h 
months earlier. There 
were also long-stand-
ing property disputes 
between the families.

Police said the 
couple tied the 
girl’s hands, gagged 
her with tape, and 
threw her into the 
tank, where she 
drowned. Her par-
ents had initially 
reported her miss-
ing, prompting a 
search that ended 
w i t h  t h e  g r i m 
discovery.

The couple later 
confessed during in-
terrogation. Police as-
sured stringent action 
and extended support 
t o  t h e  b e r e ave d 
family.

The case highlights 
how superstition and 
personal enmity can 
l e a d  t o  t r a g i c 
consequences.

2,800 E-Buses for 
Hyderabad by 2027

Hyderabad couple 
held for murder of 

7-year-old niece

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
124 Decoy Ops, 61 
A w a r e n e s s 
Drives Conduct-
ed in a Week

Cyberabad:  The 
Women & Children 
Safety Wing of  Cy-
berabad Police inten-
sified its operations 
last week to enhance 
safety and awareness 
a c r o s s  i t s 
jurisdiction.

SHE Teams carried 
out 124 decoy opera-
tions, catching 26 of-
fenders in acts of  pub-
l i c  h a r a s s m e n t . 
Twelve complaints 
were received from 
women victims, and 
61 awareness pro-
g rams were held, 
along with four coun-
selling sessions.

The Family Coun-
selling Centre inter-
vened in 16 domestic 
disputes, helping fam-

ilies reconcile differ-
ences. Meanwhile, the 
Anti-Human Traffick-
ing Unit rescued six 
victims from a brothel 
in Madhapur and ar-
rested three accused.

Night raids in Mad-
hapur, Rajendrana-
gar, Kukatpally, and 
Jeedimetla led to the 
detention of  eight 
transgender individu-
a l s  a n d  t wo  s e x 
workers.

Cyberabad Police 
also conducted aware-
ness drives on issues 
including trafficking, 
cyberbullying, and 
child rights, urging 
the public to use hel-
plines — 181 (Women), 
1098 (Child), and 1930 
(Cybercrime) — to 
seek help.

Officials empha-
sized prevention, 
counselling, and edu-
cation as key pillars 
in ensuring women 
and children’s safety.

A senior Majlis 
worker, Abdul Has-
nath (63), succumbed 
to injuries sustained 
in a road accident on 
September 30 in the 
Barkas area under 
Bandlaguda police 
limits. Hasnath, a res-
ident of  Kalpattar Ali-
bag, was riding a two-
wheeler with his 
friend Sajid (55) when 
a speeding Toyota 
Fortuner hit them 
from behind. Hasnath 
suffered fatal head 
and body injuries, 
while Sajid sustained 

fractures.
Despite treatment, 

Hasnath passed away 
on Thursday. Baha-
durpura MLA Mo-
hammed Mubin later 
oversaw formalities 
and handed over the 
body to the family.

Police identified the 
Fortuner driver as Re-
han Ali Beg Maskati 
(37) and said investi-
gations are underway. 
The incident has 
raised concerns over 
speeding and poor 
road discipline in the 
area.

Senior Majlis Worker  
Dies in Road Mishap

Speeding Fortuner Rams Bike; MLA Mubin 
Visits Hospital

Cyberabad police step up 
vigil for women & children

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
City commuters 
will have to pay ₹5 
to ₹10 more for bus 
rides from October 

6, as the Telangana gov-
ernment revises fares 

to fund its electric bus 
expansion plan.

The Telangana State 
Road Transport Corpo-
ration (TGSRTC) said 
the hike supports the 
state’s goal of  replacing 
2,800 diesel buses with 
electric ones by 2027 

within the Outer Ring 
Road.

Under the new fare 
structure, passengers 
traveling up to three 
stops will pay ₹15 in-
stead of  ₹10, while long-
er trips will cost about 
₹20. Metro Express, e-

buses, and Deluxe ser-
vices will see a ₹5–₹10 
increase depending on 
the distance.

Currently, 265 elec-
tric buses are opera-
tional across six depots 
in Greater Hyderabad, 
with another 275 set to 

join by year-end. TG-
SRTC is also developing 
charging infrastruc-
ture at 19 depots and 
constructing 10 new de-
pots at a cost of  ₹392 
crore.

Officials said the fare 
revision is essential to 

sustain the shift toward 
electric mobility and 
improve commuter ex-
perience. The corpora-
tion urged citizens to 
support the move as an 
investment in a cleaner 
a n d  g r e e n e r 
Hyderabad.

Bus fares hiked to power 
Hyderabad’s green shift

Commuters to Pay ₹5–₹10 More as Hyderabad Gears Up for 2,800 Electric Buses

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: A 
major mishap was 
narrowly avoided 
during idol immer-
sion at Saroor Na-

gar Lake on Saturday 
when a crane used for 
lowering idols suddenly 
rose due to overloading.

The incident, which 
occurred around 6 a.m., 

caused panic among dev-
otees, though no injuries 
were reported. Officials 
quickly stabilized the 
crane and resumed im-
mersion safely.

Authorities have or-
dered a safety review 
ahead of  upcoming festi-
vals, with devotees urg-
ing stricter checks on 
heavy machinery used 
during public events.

Crane mishap  
averted during Durga 

idol immersion
Overloaded Crane at Saroor Nagar Lake Raises 

Safety Concerns

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 04: 
The Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) 
o n  S a t u r d a y 
lashed out at the 

Congress government 
for delays in complet-
ing the Telangana In-
stitute of  Medical Sci-
ences (TIMS) at LB 
Nagar, accusing it of  
derailing the state’s 
h e a l t h c a r e 
infrastructure.

During a visit to the 
construction site, sen-
ior BRS MLA and for-
mer Health Minister T. 
Harish Rao said the 
project — envisioned 

as a six-storey super-
specialty hospital — 
has seen little pro-
gress, with only five 
floors completed in two 
years.

“The Congress has 
no foresight. What 
KCR planned for a hun-
dred years, this gov-
ernment has undone in 
months,” Harish Rao 
said, accusing the ad-
ministration of  ne-
glecting pending ten-
ders, land acquisition, 
and funds finalised un-
der BRS rule.

He recalled that for-
mer CM K.  Chan-
drashekhar Rao had 
planned four TIMS 

hospitals around Hy-
derabad and a 2,000-bed 
NIMS expansion to en-
sure affordable health-
care for all. “These hos-
pitals would have been 
functional by now if  
the Congress hadn’t 
stalled them,” he said.

Harish Rao also al-
leged that salaries for 
Basti Dawakhana staff  
have been pending for 
six months, ₹1,400 
crore in Aarogyasri 
bills remain unpaid, 
and the Kanti Velugu 
eyecare drive has come 
to a halt. He urged the 
government to com-
plete the LB Nagar and 
Warangal TIMS pro-

jects on a war footing.
“Don’t play politics 

with hospitals that 
save lives. Deadlines 
can shift, but work 
must not stop,” he 
warned, adding that 
public outrage is inevi-
table if  delays persist.

The inspection team 
included former minis-
ter P. Sabitha Indra 
Reddy, MLAs Sudhir 
Reddy, K.P. Vivekanan-
da, Kaleru Venkatesh, 
and MLC Yadav Reddy. 
The BRS maintained 
that it would continue 
to hold the Congress 
accountable for lapses 
in the state’s health 
infrastructure.

BRS slams Congress over 
delay in TIMS construction

Harish Rao Warns of Public Backlash if Key Health Projects Stall Further

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Oct 
04: Residents 
and communi-
ty leaders in 
Balapur have 

raised alarm over 
the growing pres-
ence of  undocument-
ed migrants — in-
c l u d i n g  p e o p l e 
identified as Bangla-
deshi, Rohingya, and 
others from Myan-
mar and parts of  Af-
rica — who they al-
lege have settled 
illegally and started 
small businesses in 
parts of  Greater Hy-
derabad and along 
the Outer Ring Road.

Locals claim that 
thousands of  mi-
grants entered India 
through irregular 
routes and have 

since integrated into 
the area, some over-
staying expired vi-
sas. Many reported-
l y  r u n  s m a l l 
businesses such as 
brick and vegetable 
trading, employ lo-
cal labour, and in 
some cases, pur-
chase vehicles to op-
erate as unauthor-
i s e d  p a s s e n g e r 
rickshaws at night.

Residents allege 
that some migrants 
have even obtained 
Aadhaar and voter 
IDs fraudulently. 
Though a few such 
cases have led to ar-
rests, locals com-
plain that enforce-
m e n t  r e m a i n s 
sporadic and inade-
quate. “They should 
not be able to access 
civic benefits illegal-

ly,” said a resident, 
r e q u e s t i n g 
anonymity.

The issue gained 
political attention af-
ter BJP leader Sreer-
amulu, who contest-
e d  f r o m 
Maheshwaram, vis-
ited Balapur and de-
manded action. Lo-
cals handed over 
suspected vehicles to 
Meerpet police and 
urged the authori-
ties to seize unregis-
tered taxis and in-
vestigate alleged 
criminal activity.

Some community 
members have also 
voiced security con-
cerns, warning that 
unregulated settle-
ments could be ex-
ploited by organised 
networks. Others 
said aid groups pro-

viding support to ref-
ugees complicate en-
f o r c e m e n t , 
underscoring the 
need to balance hu-
manitarian assis-
tance with rule of  
law.

Police and civic of-
ficials have yet to is-
sue a public re-
sponse. Residents 
have called on cen-
tral and state agen-
cies to jointly verify 
documents, identify 
genuine refugees, 
and deport those re-
siding illegally.

Balapur locals say 
they want prompt, 
transparent action 
— one that restores 
order and civic in-
tegrity while ensur-
ing humanitarian 
p r i n c i p l e s  a r e 
upheld.

Locals Raise Alarm Over Illegal 
Migrant Settlements in Balapur
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 Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramarka Praises 
Khammam’s Pallavi for National-Level 

Achievement in AI
K

hammam: Kham-
mam district is cel-
ebrating as Talluri 
Pallavi, a young 
talent from Arem-

pula village in Kham-
mam Rural mandal, has 
showcased her excep-
tional skills in the field 
of  Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) at the nation-
al level. Deputy Chief  
Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka personally laud-
ed Pallavi’s achieve-
ment, noting that her 
success brings im-
mense pride to the dis-
trict and serves as an 
inspiration for the 
youth.

Pallavi excelled in the 

Artificial Intelligence 
Programming Assis-
tant category, emerging 
as a national topper. 
Her dedication and 
hard work earned her 
recognition at the pres-
tigious Kaushal Deek-
shant Ceremony held at 
Vigyan Bhavan, New 
Delhi, where she re-
ceived the award from 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday. 
The Deputy CM ex-
pressed his happiness, 
saying that Pallavi’s ac-
complishment is a mat-
ter of  pride for Kham-
mam and the entire 
state.

Highlighting the sig-

n i f i c a n c e  o f  h e r 
achievement, Deputy 
CM Vikramarka en-
couraged young people 
in the district to follow 
Pallavi’s example, em-
phasizing that rural 
students can reach na-
tional and even interna-
tional levels of  success 
with determination and 
proper guidance. He 
stated that Pallavi’s ac-
complishment under-
scores the growing po-
tential of  youth in 
emerging technological 
fields, particularly in 
A I ,  s c i e n c e ,  a n d 
technology.

During the event, 
Vikramarka also per-

sonally congratulated 
Pallavi’s parents, Tal-
luri Ravi and Ajita, for 
nurturing her talent 
and supporting her 
journey. He urged the 
younger generation to 
take inspiration from 
her success and dedi-
cate themselves to de-
veloping skills that are 
critical for the modern, 
t e c h n o l o g y - d r ive n 
world.

Pallavi’s recognition 
not only highlights her 
individual brilliance 
but also emphasizes the 
importance of  skill de-
velopment programs 
and encouragement for 
students in rural areas. 

The Deputy CM reiter-
ated that such achieve-
ments enhance Kham-
mam’s reputation as a 
hub of  budding talent 
in science and technol-
ogy. He expressed hope 
that more students will 
follow Pallavi’s path, 
bringing national rec-
ognition to the district 
and contributing to the 
country’s technological 
advancement.

Pallavi’s national 
award is a testament to 
her hard work, talent, 
and determination, and 
serves as a beacon of  in-
spiration for students 
across Khammam and 
Telangana.

M
a h e s h w a r a m : 
Congress leaders 
in Maheshwaram 
c o n s t i t u e n c y 
have outlined the 

v a r i o u s  w e l f a r e 
schemes and develop-
ment projects being im-
plemented by the cur-
r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t , 
emphasizing that initia-
tives left incomplete by 
the previous BRS ad-
ministration are now 
being executed within 
just two years.

At a special meeting 
held at the Tukkuguda 
office with Mandal lead-
ers from Maheshwaram 
and Kandukur, Mahesh-
waram in-charge Kic-
chenna Gari Lakshma 
Reddy detailed key initi-
atives benefiting the lo-
cal population. These in-
clude free bus travel for 
women, distribution of  
ration cards, provision 
of  fine rice (sanna bhiy-
am), free electricity, one-

time loan waivers, and 
Indiramma houses for 
the underprivileged.

L a k s h m a  R e d d y 
stressed that with the de-
velopment of  the “Fu-
ture City,” Maheshwar-
am is set to evolve into a 
major urban hub, offer-
ing opportunities in 
land, employment, and 
livelihoods for residents. 
He urged local leaders to 
ensure that constituents 
are fully aware of  the 
government’s schemes 
and the benefits they 
provide.

“Leaders must explain 
to people both the pro-
grams being implement-
ed and the projects still 
to be completed. Citizens 
should understand how 
these initiatives directly 
improve their lives,” 
L a k s h m a  R e d d y 
instructed.

The meeting was at-
tended by Congress lead-
ers, mandal coordina-

tors, in-charges, and 
observers. Discussions 
focused on ensuring ef-
fective delivery of  wel-
fare schemes and raising 
public awareness about 
ongoing development 
efforts.

Lakshma Reddy high-
lighted the importance 
of  closely monitoring 
projects and actively in-
volving local leaders to 
ensure timely implemen-
tation. He stressed that 
these ef forts aim to 
bridge gaps left by previ-
ous administrations and 
accelerate socio-econom-
i c  g r o w t h  i n  t h e 
constituency.

Concluding the ses-
sion, leaders reaffirmed 
their commitment to in-
clusive development, eq-
uitable access to welfare 
measures, and improv-
ing infrastructure, em-
ployment, and housing 
opportunities across 
Maheshwaram.

 Congress Highlights 
Welfare and Development 

Initiatives in Maheshwaram

H
yderabad: The res-
toration of  the 
iconic Sardar Ma-
hal in the Old City 
is expected to be 

completed within the 
next six months, with of-
ficials hopeful of  open-
ing it to the public by 
March next year, just in 
time for the summer va-
cation tourist season.

The restoration work 
on this heritage struc-
ture, initiated in 2022, 
had faced temporary 
halts due to fund short-
ages. After intervention 
by local public represent-
atives, the work resumed 
and is now progressing 
steadily. “The majority 
of  the restoration has 
been completed. Only 
minor works remain, 
and we are optimistic 
about finishing them by 
March,” said an official 

from the Quli Qutb Shah 
Urban Development Au-
t h o r i t y  ( Q Q S U DA ) , 
which is overseeing the 
project, with a private 
agency entrusted for the 
restoration.

Once completed, the 
State government plans 
to convert Sardar Mahal 
into a vibrant tourist 
hub featuring an art gal-
lery, cultural centre, her-
itage accommodation, 
and a small café, mod-
elled along the lines of  
Rajasthan’s Neemrana 
Fort Palace. The project 
is being executed at a 
cost of  Rs. 30 crores. Two 
months ago, GHMC Com-
missioner R V Karnan 
inspected the site along 
with local public repre-
sentatives to review 
progress.

Historically, Sardar 
Mahal was built in 1900 

in European architec-
tural style by Nizam VI 
Mir Mahboob Ali Khan 
for his consort Sardar 
Begum. However, Sard-
ar Begum refused to in-
habit the palace as it did 
not meet her expecta-
tions. Despite remain-
ing unoccupied, the 
building retained her 
name. The Mahal was 
later declared a heritage 
building by the Heritage 
Conservation Commit-
tee and INTACH, and the 
GHMC took it over in 
1965 due to pending 
property taxes.

Upon complet ion, 
Sardar Mahal is set to 
emerge as one of  Hy-
derabad’s key heritage 
and cultural attractions, 
drawing tourists from 
across the country and 
enhancing the city’s Old 
City tourism landscape.

Sardar Mahal Restoration to 
Complete by March Next Year, Set 

to Become Major Tourist Hub

H
yderabad: Health 
Minister Damodar 
Rajanarsimha ex-
pressed confidence 
that the Congress 

Party is set to achieve a 
resounding victory in the 
upcoming local body elec-
tions across joint Mah-
bubnagar district. He stat-
ed that public sentiment 
remains strongly favora-
ble toward the party and 
the government, reflect-
ing the positive impact of  
developmental initiatives 
and welfare schemes.

On Saturday evening, 
Minister Rajanarsimha 
hosted a strategic meet-
ing at his residence in 
Banjara Hills, convening 
MLAs and key party 
leaders from the district 
to chart election strate-
gies. Ministers Juplly 
Krishnarao, Vakiti Sri-
hari, and MLAs Veer-
lapalli Shankarayya, 
Parnikareddy, Rajesh 
Reddy, Gavinolla Madhu-
sudhan Reddy, Megha 
Reddy, Yenam Srinivas 
Reddy, and Kasireddy 
Narayana Reddy partici-
pated in the session.

The meeting focused 
on key aspects of  elec-
tion management, in-
cluding candidate selec-
t i o n ,  c a m p a i g n 
strategies, outreach of  
government schemes to 

constituents, and coun-
tering opposition narra-
tives. Ministers and 
MLAs discussed address-
ing false claims spread 
on social media while en-
suring accurate informa-
tion reaches the public.

Minister Rajanarsim-
ha emphasized the im-
portance of  prioritizing 
hardworking party work-
ers and leaders in ticket 
allocations. He advised 
that the opinions of  
grassroots workers and 
local leaders be consid-
ered during this process 
to ensure fairness and 
maintain unity. Special 
attention was urged to 
avoid any coordination 
gaps among leaders, 
which could impact elec-
tion outcomes.

The minister also in-

structed party members 
to strengthen connec-
tions with the electorate, 
actively showcase the 
government’s welfare 
programs and develop-
ment initiatives, and 
make sure these benefits 
reach every household. 
Party workers were ad-
vised to counter misin-
formation effectively 
while communicating 
the truth of  government 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  t o 
citizens.

The session concluded 
with Minister Rajanar-
simha urging all party 
members to work in uni-
son to ensure Congress 
maintains its stronghold 
in joint Mahbubnagar 
and continues delivering 
governance-focused de-
velopment to the people.

Health Minister Damodar 
Rajanarsimha Confident of 

Congress Sweep in Joint 
Mahbubnagar Local Body Elections

V
ijayawada: The Mis-
sion for Elimina-
tion of  Poverty in 
Municipal Areas 
(MEPMA), which 

works towards urban 
poverty alleviation, has 
achieved a remarkable 
milestone by winning 
four state-level awards at 
the recently announced 
Swachh Andhra Awards.

Among 19 government 
departments participat-
ing in the competition 
organized by the Swachh 
Andhra Corporation, 
MEPMA was recognized 
with the Best Social Me-
dia Management Award. 
The award acknowl-
edged MEPMA’s out-
standing performance in 
content quality, creative 
campaigns, regular post-
ings, public engagement 
through likes and shares, 
and effective promotion 
of  Swachh Andhra 
initiatives.

In addition, MEPMA’s 
Slum Level Federations 
(SLFs) from Prakasam, 
Srikakulam, and Vi-
sakhapatnam districts 
received recognition for 
their innovative initia-
tives in Terrace Garden 
and Home Compost cat-
egories. These awards 
highlight MEPMA’s tan-
gible impact on grass-
roots urban environmen-
tal programs, reinforcing 
its commitment to sus-

tainable living and com-
munity engagement.

The awards will be for-
mally presented on Mon-
day, 6th of  this month, at 
Tummalapalli Kalakshe-
tram, Vijayawada. The 
Hon’ble Chief  Minister 
of  Andhra Pradesh, Sri 
N. Chandrababu Naidu, 
will personally present 
the Best Social Media 
Management Award to 
MEPMA Mission Direc-
tor, Sri N. Tej Bharath, 
IAS.

Mission Director Sri 
N. Tej Bharath expressed 
his gratitude, emphasiz-
ing that these accolades 
reflect the guidance of  
Hon’ble Minister for Mu-
nicipal Administration 
& Urban Development, 
Sri P. Narayana, and the 
supervision of  Principal 
Secretary to Govern-
ment, Sri S. Suresh Ku-
mar, IAS. He dedicated 
this achievement to the 
entire MEPMA team and 
the Urban Self-Help 
Groups for their continu-
ous dedication and tire-
less efforts in improving 
urban living conditions.

These awards rein-
force MEPMA’s role as a 
pioneer in community-
driven urban initiatives 
and underscore its com-
mitment to innovation, 
sustainability, and pub-
l i c  e n g a g e m e n t  i n 
Andhra Pradesh.

MEPMA Bags Four 
Prestigious State-Level 

Awards at Swachh 
Andhra Awards



06 HYDERABAD, 05TH OCTOBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

OPINION

M
ah esh  Ku mar 
Goud - a hope for 
the downtrodden 
in the Congress - 
stands for the 

party’s promise to give 
voice and power to 
those who have been 
left behind. Rahul Gan-
dhi, who has spoken 
strongly for OBC rights 
and the  poor,  has 
worked to bring atten-
tion to the needs of  
marginalised commu-
nities. As part of  that 
effort, Bomma Mahesh 
Kumar Goud was cho-
sen to lead the Telan-
gana Congress. At the 
national level, the party 
gave the all-India lead-
ership to Mallikarjun 
Kharge, a leader from 
the SC community. 
These choices show the 
party’s clear commit-
ment to weaker and de-
pressed sections of  
society.

Mahesh Kumar 
Goud’s rise is a story 
of  steady work and 

service. He began as a 
simple party worker 
and rose through the 
ranks because of  his 
dedication and close 
contact with the 
people. In September 
2024 he became the 
first Backward Class 
leader to head the 
Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee. 
That moment sent a 
strong message: the 
party values social 
justice and wants 
leaders who under-
stand life at the 
grassroots. Working 
under the guidance of  
senior leaders and 
with the support of  
AICC officials, Mr. 
Goud has also worked 
closely with Chief  
Minister Revanth 
Reddy, Deputy Chief  
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka, and state 
ministers to keep the 
party united and 
active.

A good leader brings 

people together and 
earns their trust, but a 
great leader does 
something more: a 
great leader helps 
people find confidence 
in themselves. This 
idea fits Mahesh 
Kumar Goud’s ap-
proach. He does not 
only ask people to trust 
him; he tries to make 
them feel strong and 
capable. He has made 
it a point that party 
leaders and public 
representatives meet 
people directly. 
Through programmes 
like ‘Andubaatulo 
Prajaprathinidhulu’, 
ministers, MLAs and 
MPs meet citizens at 
Gandhi Bhavan to 
listen and respond. 
This simple habit of  
listening has helped 
restore faith in public 
service and made 
governance more open.

Leadership also 
means showing the 
way by example: 

knowing the right 
path, walking it, and 
guiding others along it. 
Mr. Mahesh Kumar 
Goud has shown this 
by linking government 
work with party 
outreach. He has 
worked to ensure that 
welfare schemes reach 
the people who need 
them most - schemes 
such as free bus travel 
for women, Aarogyasri 
health cover up to ₹10 
lakh, 200 units of  free 
electricity, subsidised 
LPG cylinders at ₹500, 
farmer loan waivers, 
and the Indiramma 
Housing Scheme. He 
has pushed party 
workers to ensure that 
promises are converted 
into real benefits in 
villages and towns, not 
just announcements on 
paper.

Sometimes a leader 
must choose what is 
right even if  it is not 
easy or popular. As one 
saying goes, “a man 

who wants to lead the 
orchestra must turn 
his back on the 
crowd.” Mahesh 
Kumar Goud has 
shown that kind of  
courage when he took 
bold steps for social 
justice and public 
mobilisation. His 
Janahita Padayatra, 
inspired by Gandhian 
service, brought him 
close to ordinary 
people. Students and 
youth joined him in 
the march and in 
voluntary work, 
showing that his 
leadership is not 
distant but shared. At 
the national level he 
stood with campaigns 
that defended the 
constitution and 
democratic values, and 
supported movements 
that asked for fair 
electoral rights.

A key achievement 
during his time has 
been the strong focus 
on the rights of  

backward communi-
ties. His work on the 
BC Declaration and 
the role he played 
around the caste 
census helped lead to 
the expansion of  BC 
reservations to 42% 
— a change many see 
as a major step toward 
fairness in Telangana. 
By pushing for such 
measures and by 
ensuring welfare 
schemes run properly, 
he has become a figure 
who stands for both 
rights and results.

The rise of  Mahesh 
Kumar Goud from a 
grassroots worker to 
the state party chief  
sends a clear message: 
people from marginal-
ised communities can 
reach top posts 
through honesty, hard 
work, and service. His 
journey encourages 
BCs, women, youth, 
farmers, and other 
weaker sections to 
believe that change is 

possible. With the 
Congress working on 
its long-term vision of  
‘Telangana Rising 
2047’, Mr. Goud is 
important for build-
ing party strength and 
keeping close ties 
with the people, while 
the government works 
on development and 
service delivery.

As he completes a 
year in office, Mahesh 
Kumar Goud is seen not 
only as an organiser 
but also as a teacher for 
young leaders and a 
fighter for social 
justice. His life shows 
that leadership is more 
than power; it is about 
inspiring confidence in 
others, leading by 
example, and standing 
firm for what is right. 
When politics is rooted 
in service, fairness, and 
openness, it can change 
lives — and Mahesh 
Kumar Goud’s journey 
is one such example of  
that change.

Mahesh Kumar Goud - 
Downtrodden Hope In Congress

- Sagar 
Vanaparthi,  

Political
 Analyst

I
n an era  where 
smartphones place 
the world at our fin-
gertips, the chal-
lenge isn’t access to 

information — it’s how 
we process and use it. 
With every swipe and 
click, we are flooded 
with headlines, videos, 
and viral messages. 
But as researcher and 
social commentator 
Anjali Akolkar notes, 
true digital literacy is 
not about technological 
skill alone. It’s about 
discernment — know-
ing when to trust, when 
to question, and when 
to stay silent.

Take a familiar 
scenario: a forwarded 
message on WhatsApp 
claims a school 
holiday due to unfore-
seen circumstances. 

Meera forwards it to 
multiple groups 
without checking, 
while Rohan verifies it 
through the school’s 
website and helpline, 
only to find it’s false. 
Their difference? Not 
age or education — but 
digital literacy.

Akolkar emphasizes 
that the ability to post 
a photo or use an app 
doesn’t make someone 
digitally literate. Real 
literacy lies in 
understanding 
context, questioning 
sources, and recogniz-
ing emotional manipu-
lation in digital 
content. It’s about the 
pause — a few seconds 
that can prevent the 
spread of  misinforma-
tion and confusion.

Digital users today 

are not just consumers 
of  information, but 
also its distributors. A 
single forwarded video 
can reach hundreds in 
minutes, making each 
person a micro-pub-
lisher. This power, 
Akolkar argues, comes 
with responsibility. 
Before sharing any 
message, one should 
ask:
•	 Source: Where did 

this originate?
•	 Verification: Has it 

been confirmed by a 
credible platform?

•	 Impact: Could this 
cause panic or 
harm?
If  these answers 

aren’t clear, restraint 
is wiser than reaction.

Akolkar also calls 
for a cultural shift 
toward conscious 

digital use. Homes, 
schools, and offices 
must instill habits like 
fact-checking, verify-
ing publication dates, 
and using reverse 
image searches. These 
small acts can signifi-
cantly curb the 
wildfire of  
misinformation.

In a world where AI 
can fake voices and 
images with unsettling 
accuracy, the ability to 
discern truth is more 
critical than ever. 
Digital literacy, 
Akolkar argues, must 
move us from passive 
scrolling to active 
responsibility.

Because in the 
digital age, it’s not just 
about how fast we can 
share — it’s about 
whether we should.

Pause Before You Share: 
The True Meaning of 
Digital Literacy

I
ndia is rapidly emerg-
ing as a global clean 
energy leader, but its 
ambitious transition 
risks stalling without 

significant expansion in 
climate finance. Accord-
ing to the 2025 Climate 
Report by the United 
Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral, India, along with 
China and Brazil, is at 
the forefront of  scaling 
solar and wind energy 
among developing na-
tions. In 2024 alone, In-
dia added 24.5 gigawatts 
(GW) of  solar capacity, 
placing it third globally, 
after China and the 
United States.

India’s strides are not 
just about energy; they 
are reshaping the 
economy. The renew-
able energy sector 
contributed to 5% of  

the country’s GDP 
growth in 2023 and 
employed over a 
million people. Off-grid 
solar solutions alone 
accounted for more 
than 80,000 jobs in 2021. 
India’s international 
leadership, including 
its key role in establish-
ing the International 
Solar Alliance (ISA), 
underscores its 
commitment to a 
sustainable energy 
future.

However, behind this 
progress lies a signifi-
cant challenge — the 
widening climate 
finance gap. Experts 
argue that without 
adequate and sustained 
financial support from 
both domestic and 
international sources, 
India may struggle to 

meet its climate 
targets. Climate 
finance is critical not 
just for building 
infrastructure, but for 
supporting innovation, 
capacity building, and 
enabling a just transi-
tion that includes 
vulnerable 
communities.

Despite various 
government schemes 
and increased private 
sector interest, funding 
remains inadequate to 
meet India’s Nationally 
Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs) under the 
Paris Agreement. The 
need for transparent, 
predictable, and 
accessible finance is 
urgent. International 
financial institutions 
and developed coun-
tries have a crucial role 

to play, especially in 
delivering on their 
climate finance 
commitments.

The stakes are high. 
As artificial intelli-
gence, green hydrogen, 
and battery storage 
technologies evolve, 
India’s potential to lead 
the next phase of  the 
clean energy revolution 
depends on its ability 
to mobilize climate 
finance effectively.

If  India’s green 
momentum is to be 
sustained, policy 
reforms, global coop-
eration, and targeted 
investment must go 
hand in hand. Without 
closing the climate 
finance gap, the 
country’s clean energy 
promise may remain 
just that — a promise.

India’s Clean Energy 
Boom Faces Climate 
Finance Roadblock
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Delhi 

P
rime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sat-
urday launched a 
series of  ambitious 
youth-focused initi-

atives worth over ₹62,000 
crore, aimed at trans-
forming education, skill 
development, and em-
ployment opportunities 
across India, with a spe-
cial focus on Bihar.

Speaking at Vigyan 
Bhawan, the Prime Min-
ister inaugurated PM-
SETU (Pradhan Mantri 
Skilling and Employabil-
i ty  T ransfor mation 
through Upgraded ITIs), 
a ₹60,000 crore centrally-
sponsored scheme. It will 
modernise 1,000 govern-
ment ITIs nationwide 
through a hub-and-spoke 
model, integrating ad-
vanced infrastructure, 
digital learning, and in-
dustry partnerships. The 

World Bank and ADB are 
co-financing the initia-
tive, with pilot focus ar-
eas including Patna and 
Darbhanga.

The event also hosted 
the Kaushal Deekshant 
Samaroh, honouring 46 
All-India Toppers from 
Industrial Training In-
stitutes. Additionally, 
1,200 Vocational Skill 
Labs were launched in 
Navodaya Vidyalayas 
and Eklavya Model 
Schools, empowering 
students in tribal and re-
mote regions with train-
ing in 12 high-demand 
sectors.

In a major push for Bi-
har’s youth, PM Modi re-
launched the Mukhy-
a m a n t r i  N i s h c h a y 
Swayam Sahayata Bhat-
ta Yojana, offering ₹1,000 
monthly stipends and 
free skill training for 
graduates. He also un-
veiled the redesigned Bi-
har Student Credit Card 
Scheme, providing inter-

est-free education loans 
up to ₹4 lakh.

PM Modi inaugurated 
the Jan Nayak Karpoori 
Thakur Skill University 
and laid foundation 
stones for new academ-
ic facilities in four Bi-
har universities under 
the PM-USHA scheme, 
benefiting over 27,000 
students. The Bihta 
campus of  NIT Patna 
was also dedicated, fea-
turing cutting-edge tech 
labs and incubation 
centres.

Finally, over 4,000 ap-
pointment letters were 
distributed, and ₹450 
crore in scholarships 
transferred to 25 lakh 
students  under the 
state’s Balak/Balika 
Scholarship Scheme.

These initiatives mark 
a major step towards po-
sitioning Bihar as a hub 
for skilled manpower 
and empowering India’s 
youth for a competitive 
global future.

Bihar Polls: PM Modi To 
Announce Rs 1,000 Monthly 

Aid For 5 Lakh Graduates

TPN Correspondent | 

Delhi

T
amil Nadu Chief  
Minister M.K. Sta-
lin on Saturday ex-
pressed deep sorrow 
and resolve follow-

ing the tragic stampede 
in Karur that claimed 41 
lives during a public ral-
ly organised by actor-pol-
itician Vijay’s Tamizha-
ga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK).

In a statement on so-
cial media, Stalin said 
the government is treat-
ing the High Court’s ob-
servations with utmost 
seriousness, adding, “We 
are all deeply shaken. I 
feel great anguish for 
every family suffering 
the loss of  a loved one 
and share in their tears 
and pain.”

Stalin confirmed that 
a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT), ordered by 
the Madras High Court 
and led by Inspector-
General of  Police Asra 
Garg, will begin a com-
prehensive inquiry. 
“This investigation will 
bring out the full truth. 
Accountability will be 
ensured at every level,” 
Stalin affirmed.

The stampede on Sep-

tember 27 occurred in 
the Velusamy area of  
Karur, allegedly due to 
poor crowd management 
at a TVK rally. The trag-
edy has drawn criticism 
over the party’s handling 
of  the event. The High 
Court has since banned 
political rallies and road-
shows along highways in 
the state until Standard 
Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) are put in place.

Stalin said Tamil Nadu 
will lead the way in draft-
ing SOPs to prevent fu-
ture stampedes, involv-
ing input from experts, 
political parties, activ-
ists, and the general 
public.

Meanwhile, anticipa-
tory bail pleas by top 
TVK leaders — including 
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y 
Anand, Joint Secretary 
CTR Nirmal Kumar, and 
District Secretary N Sa-
thish Kumar — have 
been dismissed by the 
Madurai Bench of  the 
High Court, citing unru-
ly crowd behaviour and 
d a m a g e  t o  p u b l i c 
property.

Stalin appealed for 
unity, urging all political 
groups to avoid blame 
games and instead con-
t r i b u t e  t o  l a s t i n g 
solutions.

TPN Correspondent | 

New Delhi

A
ctor-turned-politi-
c i a n  K a n g a n a 
Ranaut has de-
clared Prime Min-
i s t e r  N a re n d r a 

Modi as her ideal pick to 
walk the fashion ramp, 
calling him the perfect 
“showstopper” with 
“ g r e a t  s t y l e  a n d 
presence.”

Speaking to ANI at a 
fashion event in Delhi, 
Kangana smiled and 
said, “Our Prime Minis-
ter. He can definitely 
[walk the ramp]. He’s 
got great style.” She 
elaborated that it’s not 
just his wardrobe that 
makes him stylish, but 
his overall persona, 
awareness, and dedica-
tion to Indian industries 

and people.
“And he’s very aware. 

Not just politically, but 
socially. And he cares a 
great deal about Indian 
industries and Indian 
people. Making India his 
baby. So, I think he would 
be a great showstopper,” 
she added.

Kangana herself  was 
the showstopper at the 
event for designer Raab-
ta by Rahul, presenting a 
bridal jewellery collec-
tion titled “Saltanat.” 
She wore an intricately 
embroidered ivory saree 
paired with emerald-gold 
jewellery and a floral 
bun, drawing admiration 
f o r  h e r  e l e g a n t 
appearance.

The actor has a history 
of  walking the ramp for 
top designers. In 2022, 
she made headlines 
walking for Khadi India 

at Lakme Fashion Week 
and later for designer 
Varun Chakkilam in a 
richly  embroidered 
lehenga.

On the work front, 
Kangana is set to debut 
in Hollywood with a hor-
ror drama titled “Blessed 
Be the Evil,” co-starring 
Tyler Posey and Scarlet 
Rose Stallone. She was 
last seen in “Emergen-
cy,” a film she directed 
and headlined, portray-
ing former PM Indira 
Gandhi.

Despite her film com-
mitments, Kangana re-
mains active in politics 
and public discourse, of-
ten voicing strong opin-
ions on national issues. 
Her comments about PM 
Modi add yet another 
note of  admiration in 
her consistent public 
support for the leader.

PM Modi Would Be the 
Perfect ‘Showstopper’: 

Says Kangana 
“Will Bring Out Full 

Truth”: MK Stalin On 
Vijay’s Karur Rally 

Stampede

TPN Correspondent 

| Delhi

I
n a tragic incident, 
27-year-old Indian 
s t u d e n t  C h a n -
d r a s h e k a r  Po l e 
from Hyderabad 

was shot dead at a gas 
station in Dallas, 
United States, late Fri-
day night. The gun-
man, still unidenti-
f i e d ,  r e p o r t e d l y 
opened fire while Pole 
was working his part-
time shift. Local au-
thorities are investi-
gating the incident, 
but no arrests have 
been made yet.

Chandrashekar had 
moved to the US in 
2023 for higher studies 
after completing a 
bachelor’s degree in 
dental surgery in Hy-
derabad. He had re-
cently ear ned his 
master’s degree six 

months ago and was 
working part-time 
while searching for a 
full-time job in his 
field.

The news of  his 
death has left his fam-
ily devastated. His 
parents, based in Hy-
derabad, have ap-
pealed to the Indian 
government for help 
in bringing back their 
son’s body for final 
rites.

Senior BRS leaders, 
including MLA Su-
dhir Reddy and for-
mer minister T Har-
ish Rao, visited the 
family on Saturday to 
of fer condolences. 
Rao described the kill-
ing as “heart-wrench-
ing” and called for 
swift action.

“The pain that the 
parents are going 
through, knowing 
that their son, who 
they believed would 

reach great heights, is 
no more, is unbeara-
ble,” Harish Rao said 
in a post on social 
media.

He urged the Telan-
gana state govern-
ment and the Minis-
t r y  o f  E x t e r n a l 
Affairs to coordinate 
with US officials and 
the Indian Embassy to 
ensure Pole’s mortal 
remains are brought 
home without delay.

The incident has 
sparked fresh con-
cerns among Indian 
families about the 
safety of  students and 
workers abroad. The 
Indian consulate in 
Houston is reportedly 
in touch with local au-
thorities and the vic-
tim’s family.

Further details on 
the investigation and 
possible motives be-
hind the shooting are 
awaited.

Indian Dental Student, 
Working Part-Time At US 
Gas Station, Shot Dead

TPN Correspondent | 

Delhi

I
ndia has witnessed a 
sharp decline in vio-
lent crimes over the 
last decade, according 
to data from the Na-

tional Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB). From 1.45 
lakh cases in 2014, vio-
lent crime incidents 
dropped to 1.02 lakh in 
2023—a 29% decrease, 
signaling significant 
progress in law enforce-
ment and public safety.

The data, covering key 

categories such as rape, 
dowry deaths, riots, and 
murders, also shows 2023 
figures falling below the 
2004 level of  1.18 lakh 
cases, suggesting con-
s i s t e n t  l o n g - t e r m 
improvement.

Crimes Against 
Women Decline

One of  the most nota-
ble reductions has been 
in crimes against wom-
en. Rape cases, which 
had surged from 2004 to 
2014, declined 19%, from 
36,735 in 2014 to 29,670 in 

2023. Dowry deaths also 
dropped significantly, 
from 8,455 to 6,156 cases, 
marking a 27% fall, the 
shar pest  among all 
categories.

Murder and Riots 
Cases Also Down

Violent crimes like 
murders and riots also 
showed steady decline. 
Murder cases fell by 
18%—from 33,981 in 2014 
to 27,721 in 2023. Riots, 
which were a major con-
cern during incidents 
like the 2020 Northeast 

Delhi violence, saw a 
40% reduction, from 
66,042 to 39,260 cases.

Reforms and 
Technology Behind 
the Drop

Officials attribute this 
positive trend to focused 
reforms in policing and 
internal security. The 
Crime and Criminal 
Tracking Network and 
Systems (CCTNS) now 
links 17,712 police sta-
tions and gives access to 
over 35 crore crime re-
cords nationwide.

Under the Police 
M o d e r n i s a t i o n 
Scheme, the govern-
ment allocated Rs 4,846 
crore since 2021 to en-
hance communication 
tools, surveillance sys-
tems, and weapons in-
frastructure, helping 
police forces respond 
more efficiently.

This data marks a 
major turnaround in 
India’s fight against 
violent crime and re-
flects the impact of  sus-
tained reform in the 
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e 
system.

India Sees 29% Drop in Violent 
Crimes Over Decade: NCRB Data
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A 
coalition of  health-
care providers, uni-
versity professors, 
religious groups, 
and others have 

filed a federal lawsuit 
challenging former US 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump’s new $100,000 fee 
for H-1B visa applica-
tions. The lawsuit, filed 
in the US District Court 
in San Francisco, argues 
that the steep fee is ille-
gal, disruptive, and a ma-
jor blow to sectors al-
ready struggling with 
skilled labor shortages.

Trump signed a presi-
dential proclamation on 

September 19, imple-
menting the fee with 
just 36 hours’ notice, 
prompting panic among 
employers who scram-
bled to bring back H-1B 
employees to the US. 
T h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n 
claimed the H-1B pro-
gramme had been “ex-
ploited to replace Amer-
ican workers  with 
l owe r- p a i d ,  l owe r-
skilled labour.”

The lawsuit claims 
the fee has “thrown em-
ployers, workers, and 
federal agencies into 
chaos” and demands 
immediate relief. Ac-
cording to the plaintiffs 
— represented by De-
mocracy Forward Foun-
dation and the Justice 

Action Center — the 
move threatens to strip 
hospitals of  medical 
staff, churches of  pas-
tors, and classrooms of  
educators.

“Trump’s order is not 
just anti-immigrant, it’s 
anti-American,” said 
Todd Wolfson, president 
of  the American Asso-
ciation of  University 
Professors. “It shuts the 
door on innovation and 
lifesaving research.”

Critics argue the fee 
is an unconstitutional 
overreach, bypassing 
Congress to impose 
what amounts to a new 
tax. “Trump cannot uni-
laterally rewrite immi-
gration law or tax for-
eign talent,” said Skye 

Perryman, CEO of  De-
mocracy Forward.

The H-1B visa pro-
gramme, historically 
filled via lottery, is 
widely used by tech 
firms, hospitals, and ed-
ucational institutions 
to hire specialized tal-
ent. Top recipients in-
clude Amazon, Tata 
Consultancy, Microsoft, 
Apple, and Google. Cali-
fornia remains home to 
t h e  l a r g e s t  H - 1 B 
workforce.

No response has yet 
been issued by the De-
partment of  Homeland 
Security, Customs and 
Border Protection, or 
the State Department, 
all named in the lawsuit 
alongside Trump.

Trump’s $100K H-1B Visa Fee Challenged 
in Court by Health Workers, Professors

TPN Correspondent | 

Indonesia

A 
Russian drone 
strike on a rail-
way station in 
n o r t h e a s t e r n 
Ukraine’s Sumy 

region killed at least 
30 people and injured 
dozens more, Ukrain-
ian President Volody-
myr Zelensky con-
firmed on Saturday, 
calling the attack “sav-
age” and deliberate.

The strike targeted 
the Shostka train sta-
tion, located just 50 
km from the Russian 
border. The victims in-
cluded passengers and 
railway employees, ac-
cording to Zelensky, 
who shared a harrow-

ing video of  a burning 
train carriage with 
shattered windows 
and twisted metal. 
“The Russians could 
not have been una-
ware that they were 
striking civilians,” he 
said, condemning the 
assault as another 
b r u t a l  b l o w  t o 
U k r a i n e ’ s 
infrastructure.

Since the beginning 
of  the full-scale inva-
sion in February 2022, 
Russia has frequently 
targeted Ukraine’s 
railway systems, view-
ing them as critical 
supply and transport 
routes. Saturday’s at-
tack adds to the long 
list of  strikes that 
h av e  d e v a s t a t e d 
Ukrainian transport 

hubs  and energ y 
facilities.

In a separate over-
night assault, Russian 
forces also launched 
s t r i k e s  o n  t h e 
Chernigiv region, cut-
ting power to nearly 
50,000 homes. The at-
tack is part of  a broad-
er campaign that has 
increasingly targeted 
civilian infrastruc-
ture, drawing interna-
tional criticism.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Ukraine’s military 
claimed responsibility 
for a retaliatory drone 
strike on a major oil 
refinery in Russia’s 
Leningrad region, as 
part of  its ongoing 
strategy to disrupt 
Russian energy sup-
plies. Kyiv has vowed 

to escalate its long-
range drone opera-
tions in response to 
Moscow’s continuous 
aerial bombardment 
of  Ukrainian cities 
and infrastructure.

The latest develop-
ments mark a sharp 
escalation in the ongo-
ing war, as both na-
tions ramp up cross-
border drone warfare. 
With winter approach-
ing, concerns are ris-
ing over the humani-
tarian impact  o f  
repeated attacks on 
civilian energy and 
transport networks.

The international 
community continues 
to monitor the conflict 
closely, amid calls for 
restraint and renewed 
diplomatic efforts.

“Savage”: Zelensky Says Russian Drone 
Strike On Ukraine Train Station Kills 30

TPN Correspondent |  

New Delhi

P
rime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has 
hailed the leader-
ship of  former US 
President Donald 

Trump after Hamas sig-
naled acceptance of  a 
US-brokered peace plan 
aimed at ending the on-
going Gaza conflict.

In a significant diplo-
matic development, Ha-
mas has agreed in princi-
ple to release all Israeli 
hostages, contingent 
upon the fulfillment of  
“field conditions” for the 
exchange. The group ex-
pressed readiness to en-
ter immediate negotia-
tions with international 
mediators to finalise the 
terms.

The announcement 
came just hours before 
the expiry of  Trump’s 
self-imposed deadline, 
which he described as a 
“last chance” for Hamas 
to agree to the peace 
framework.

Welcoming the pro-
gress, Prime Minister 
Modi praised Trump’s ef-
forts, calling his role “in-
strumental in moving 
toward lasting peace in 
the region.” In a state-
ment issued by the Min-
istry of  External Affairs, 
Modi said, “India sup-
ports all diplomatic ef-
forts aimed at restoring 

peace and stability in 
West Asia. President 
Trump’s initiative is a 
positive step.”

The proposed deal, 
which has not been fully 
disclosed publicly, re-
portedly involves phased 
hostage releases, a cease-
fire, and guaranteed hu-
manitarian access to 
Gaza. It also includes 
provisions for the reo-
pening of  borders and 
reconstruction under in-
ternational oversight.

Trump, who has re-
mained actively in-
volved in Middle East 
diplomacy since leav-
ing office, described 
Hamas’ response as a 
“ c r i t i c a l  b r e a k -
through”, but warned 
that the implementa-
tion phase would be 
closely monitored by 
the US and its allies.

The Indian govern-
ment has expressed hope 
that the deal could lead 
to long-term de-escala-
tion in the region. Offi-
cials confirmed that In-
dia is in touch with key 
stakeholders and is pre-
pared to support recon-
struction and humani-
tarian aid efforts.

The inter national 
community has cau-
tiously welcomed the de-
velopment, though ex-
perts warn that trust 
deficits and security con-
cerns could still derail 
the peace process.

PM Modi Praises 
Trump as Hamas 

Signals Support for 
Gaza Peace Deal

TPN Correspondent |  

El Segundo

S
anae Takaichi is on 
track to become Ja-
pan’s first female 
prime minister af-
ter clinching victo-

ry in the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
leadership  race  on 
Saturday. 

In a runoff  between 
the top two candidates, 
Takaichi secured 185 
votes against Shinjiro 
Koizumi’s 156, signaling 
strong support within 
party ranks. Earlier 
rounds already showed 
her dominance among 
party members. 

With the LDP holding 
significant influence in 
Japan’s parliament, 
Takaichi is expected to 
win the formal parlia-
mentary vote later this 
month and officially as-
sume the role of  prime 
minister. 

Challenges Ahead

Takaichi inherits a 
deeply fragmented LDP. 
The party has lost its ma-
jority in both houses of  
parliament, making coa-
lition-building essential 
to passing legislation 
and budgets. 

She will also face the 
task of  winning back 
public trust, especially 
among younger voters 
who have turned toward 
smaller populist parties 
amid rising cost-of-living 
pressures and demo-
graphic change. 

Despite breaking gen-
der barriers, it is unclear 
if  her leadership will 
translate into progress 
on women’s  issues. 
Known for her conserva-
tive views, Takaichi may 
focus less on social re-
forms and more on eco-
nomic revival. 

Policy  Outlook & 
Diplomacy

Analysts predict Taka-
ichi’s victory could 
swing Japan toward 
more stimulative fiscal 

policies. Bloomberg Eco-
nomics notes her pro-
stimulus leanings may 
slow the pace of  rate 
hikes by the Bank of  Ja-
pan and influence broad-
er markets. 

In foreign policy, she 
may quickly face tests. 
The United States–Japan 
tariff  deal is nearing 
completion, and pres-
sures over defense spend-
ing from allies will de-
mand delicate diplomacy. 
Takaichi has also ex-
pressed interest in visit-
ing the controversial 
Yasukuni Shrine, which 
could stir tensions with 
China. 

Addressing lawmakers 
immediately after her 
win, she echoed the chal-
lenges ahead: “There is a 
mountain of  things that 
we must accomplish to-
gether.” As Japan gears 
up for this historic shift, 
many will watch not just 
whether she wins, but 
how she leads in turbu-
lent times.

Japan Set to Elect First 
Female PM After Takaichi 

Wins LDP Leadership Race TPN Correspondent |  

Muzaffarabad

A
fter nearly a week 
of  violent unrest 
in Pakistan-occu-
p i e d  K a s h m i r 
(PoK), the federal 

government and protest 
leaders have reached an 
agreement to end wide-
spread demonstrations 
that have left at least 10 
dead and hundreds 
injured.

The breakthrough 
came late Saturday fol-
lowing intense negotia-
tions between Islama-
bad officials and the 
Jammu Kashmir Joint 
Awami Action Commit-
tee (JKJAAC) — a coali-
tion representing civil 
society, traders, and lo-
cal rights activists. The 
agreement aims to re-
store calm in the region, 
where tensions have 
flared over governance 
failures, economic hard-

ship, and long-standing 
grievances about ne-
glect by the central 
government.

The unrest began on 
September 29 when 
talks between JKJAAC 
leaders and local au-
thorities broke down. 
What started as a peace-
ful strike soon spiraled 
into violent confronta-
tions, with clashes be-
tween demonstrators 
and security forces re-
por ted in multiple 
towns including Muzaf-
farabad, Rawalakot, and 
Mirpur.

Protesters accused 
the government of  ig-
noring the region’s de-
mands for affordable 
electricity, fair taxation, 
and greater autonomy 
in administrative mat-
ters. The strike turned 
violent after videos of  
alleged police brutality 
went viral, sparking fur-
ther outrage.

Saturday’s agreement 

includes commitments 
from the government to 
review energy tariffs, 
suspend controversial 
taxes, and initiate a high-
level inquiry into police 
excesses during the pro-
tests. The JKJAAC has 
called off  the strike and 
urged supporters to 
maintain peace.

Officials have begun 
withdrawing paramili-
tary forces from key pro-
test sites, while local 
leaders have appealed 
for a return to normalcy. 
“This is a step toward 
justice and a voice for 
the people of  PoK,” said 
a  J K J A A C 
spokesperson.

While calm has tem-
porarily returned, ana-
lysts caution that long-
term stability in PoK 
will depend on whether 
the central government 
honors its promises and 
begins serious dialogue 
on the region’s political 
and economic future.

Peace Deal Signed to End 
Deadly Protests in Pakistan-

Occupied Kashmir
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F
inance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman 
has said that India’s 
emergence as a stabi-
lising force in the 

global order is “neither 
accidental nor tran-
sient”, asserting that the 
era of  unquestioned 
dominance by a single 
hegemon is now under 
challenge.

Speaking at the Fourth 
Kautilya Economic Con-
clave in New Delhi on 
F riday,  Sitharaman 
pointed to significant 
shifts in global power dy-
namics. Without naming 
the United States direct-
ly, she remarked, “The 
absolute dominance 
once enjoyed by a hegem-
on is now contested.”

The conclave, jointly 
hosted by the Ministry 
of  Finance and the Insti-
t u t e  o f  E c o n o m i c 
Growth, focused on In-

dia’s evolving role in 
global economic policy-
making and strategy.

Highlighting geopoliti-
cal tensions, Sitharaman 
said that sanctions, tar-
if fs, and decoupling 
strategies are straining 
traditional alliances and 
giving rise to new coali-
tions. “These shifts are 
testing the resilience of  
nations. For India, the 
choices we make today 
will decide whether our 
resilience becomes the 
base for leadership or 
just a buffer against 
global uncertainties,” 
she said.

The minister also not-
ed that Asia’s economic 
narrative is undergoing 
a transformation, with 
many countries present-
ing alternative models of  
governance and growth. 
This, she said, is chal-
lenging the long-held as-

sumption that Western 
liberal values are the 
sole path to economic 
success.

“India is not only a 
participant but increas-
ingly a shaper of  global 
outcomes,” she added, 
stressing that the coun-
try’s assertive and inde-
pendent policymaking is 
b e i n g  r e c o g n i s e d 
worldwide.

The address comes at a 
time when India is pre-
paring to deepen its glob-
al partnerships, even as 
it maintains strategic au-
tonomy amidst rising 
US-China rivalry and 
g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c 
realignments.

The conclave is expect-
ed to see further discus-
sions on global supply 
chains, India’s digital 
economy, and fiscal sus-
tainability in the coming 
sessions.

India’s Rise as Global Stabiliser Not 
Accidental, Says FM Sitharaman

T
he Union Govern-
m e n t  h a s 
launched an in-
vestigation into 
leading e-com-

merce platforms Flip-
kart and Amazon fol-
lowing widespread 
consumer complaints 
over arbitrary plat-
form charges, includ-
ing ₹99-₹100 “platform 
fees” during the ongo-
ing festive season.

Union Minister of  
Consumer Af fairs 
Prahlad Joshi con-
firmed the probe in a 

post on social media 
platform X (formerly 
Twitter), stating that 
“dark patterns” are 
being used by these 
companies to “mislead 
a n d  e x p l o i t ” 
consumers.

“The Department of  
Consumer Affairs has 
received complaints 
against e-commerce 
platforms charging ex-
tra for Cash-on-Deliv-
ery — a practice clas-
s i f i e d  a s  a  d a rk 
pattern,” Joshi said. 
He added that a de-

tailed investigation is 
underway, and strict 
action will be taken 
against any violation 
of  consumer rights.

The probe was trig-
gered after hundreds 
of  users took to social 
media to express out-
rage over hidden or ex-
cessive charges ap-
plied at checkout. A 
v i r a l  s c r e e n s h o t 
shared by the Minister 
shows Flipkart alleg-
edly charging ₹226 in 
additional fees, includ-
ing ₹99 platform fee, 

₹48 payment handling 
fee, and ₹79 “Protect 
Promise” fee.

Though Joshi did 
not directly name Am-
azon or Flipkart in his 
official statement, the 
screenshot and timing 
— during both plat-
forms’ festive mega-
sales - point toward 
these giants being at 
the center of  the 
controversy.

Consumer advocates 
have welcomed the 
move,  cal l ing for 
greater transparency 

in pricing. Many ar-
gue that these fees are 
not clearly disclosed 
up front and may vio-
late consumer protec-
tion norms.

With India’s e-com-
merce sector booming, 
the government’s ac-
tion signals tighter 
scrutiny over digital 
marketplaces and their 
pricing practices. In-
dustry observers say 
this could prompt a re-
view of  fee structures 
across platforms in the 
coming months.

Flipkart, Amazon face Centre probe 
for charging ₹100 platform fee

M
etal stocks contin-
ued their strong 
rally on October 3, 
2025, bucking the 
otherwise sub-

dued market sentiment. 
National Aluminium 
Company (NALCO), Tata 
Steel, Jindal Stainless, 
Hindalco Industries, Ve-
danta, and other key 
players led the charge, 
supported by a blend of  
domestic and global fac-
tors fueling demand and 
investor confidence.

NALCO emerged as 
the day’s top performer 
with a robust 4.7% gain, 
closing at ₹224 per share. 
Tata Steel, Jindal Stain-
less, Hindalco Indus-
tries,  Vedanta, JSW 
Steel, Hindustan Zinc, 
and Hindustan Copper 
followed suit, advancing 
between 2% and 4%. The 
strong buying pushed 
the Nifty Metal Index to 
a fresh record high of  
10,343, marking a 2.5% 
rise for the day and ex-
tending its winning 
streak to four consecu-
tive sessions.

So far this week, the 
Nifty Metal Index has 
surged 4.54%, while Oc-
tober’s first three trad-
ing sessions alone have 
seen nearly a 3% gain, 
reflecting the sector’s 
bullish momentum.

What’s Driving the 

Rally?
Several factors have 

contributed to this up-
swing. The decline in the 
US dollar index amid 
growing expectations of  
multiple Federal Reserve 
rate cuts has boosted 
global commodity de-
mand. Additionally, re-
ports of  the European 
Union considering a 50% 
steel import tariff  hike 
have increased optimism 
around domestic steel 
producers.

The steady rise in base 
metal prices, especially 
copper, has also buoyed 
investor sentiment, rein-
forcing the bullish case 
for metal stocks.

Outlook
Analysts believe the 

metal sector’s strong per-
formance is likely to con-
tinue as global monetary 
easing supports indus-
trial demand, and protec-
tive trade measures fa-
vor local producers. 
However, market watch-
ers caution that volatili-
ty in commodity prices 
and geopolitical develop-
ments could impact 
short-term trends.

Investors are advised 
to monitor global cues 
and sector fundamentals 
closely as metal stocks 
shine in an otherwise 
c a u t i o u s  m a r k e t 
environment.

NALCO, Tata Steel, 
Jindal Stainless Lead 

Gains In Subdued Trade

S
hares of  Tata In-
vestment Corpora-
tion soared nearly 
12% on F riday, 
reaching an all-

time high of  ₹11,847 on 
the NSE, amid rising in-
vestor excitement ahead 
of  the upcoming Tata 
Capital IPO. The rally 
marked the fifth straight 
session of  gains, with 
the stock jumping 35% 
since September 26, 
when Tata Capital offi-
cially announced its IPO 
dates.

The surge reflects bull-
ish sentiment surround-
ing the IPO, scheduled to 
open for public subscrip-
tion from October 6 to 
October 8, with a price 
band fixed at ₹310-₹326 
per share. Market ana-
lysts view Tata Invest-
ment Corp as a key ben-
e f i c i a r y,  g ive n  i t s 

significant holding in 
Tata Capital, making it a 
proxy play for investors 
seeking indirect expo-
sure to the IPO.

Stock Split Adds Fuel 
to Rally

Adding to the momen-
tum, Tata Investment 
Corporation recently an-
nounced a stock split in a 
1:10 ratio, aimed at boost-
ing liquidity and retail 
participation. Following 
the split, the face value 
of  each share will reduce 
from ₹10 to ₹1, making 
the high-priced stock 
more accessible. The re-
cord date for the stock 
split is October 14, fur-
ther intensifying trading 
activity in the counter.

Market Outlook
The ongoing rally in 

Tata Investment shares 
underscores heightened 
optimism in Tata Group 

firms, particularly with 
a string of  IPOs on the 
horizon. Analysts sug-
gest that the combina-
tion of  Tata Capital’s 
strong brand equity and 
Tata Investment’s strate-
gic positioning is attract-
ing both institutional 
and retail investors.

With the IPO buzz and 
stock split aligned with-
in the same fortnight, 
the stock may continue 
to see heightened inter-
est in the near term. 
However, experts advise 
cautious optimism, giv-
en the sharp short-term 
gains.

The Tata Capital IPO, 
along with others like 
LG Electronics India, is 
expected to test investor 
appetite in a volatile 
market, setting the tone 
for the upcoming earn-
ings season.

Tata Investment Corp 
Hits Record High, 

Surges 35% in 5 Days 

A
s  t h e  w e e k 
wrapped up on 
October 3, Indian 
equity markets 
witnessed notable 

volatility, influenced 
by global uncertainties 
and domestic cues. 
Here’s a snapshot of  
the top market movers 
and investment trends 
that shaped Nifty and 
Sensex.

Top Market 
Trends

•	 Gold prices surged 
towards an all-time 
high, nearing $3,890/
oz, driven by Federal 
Reserve rate cut ex-
pectations, US gov-
ernment shutdown, 
and increased cen-
tral bank demand 
globally. In India, 
gold  futures  hit 
₹1 ,17 ,800  per  10 
g r a m s,  o f f e r i n g 
strong returns amid 
global turmoil.

•	 Anticipation around 
major  upcoming 
IPOs added to inves-
tor buzz:

•	 Tata Capital Ltd., 
backed by the trust-
ed Tata Group.

•	 LG Electronics India 
Ltd., aiming to ex-
pand global exports.

•	 Anantam Highways 
Trust, linked to in-
frastructure boom.

•	 Rubicon Research 
Ltd., focusing on 
debt reduction and 
growth.

Top Gainers (NSE 
Nifty & BSE 
Sensex)
•	 L&T: Rose over 6% 

this week amid opti-
mism around infra-
structure growth 
and government cap-
ital expenditure.

•	 Hindustan Aero-
n a u t i c s  ( H A L ) : 
Gained over 5% as 
defence stocks re-
mained strong on ex-
port momentum.

•	 Infosys: Up nearly 
4% due to positive 
sentiment around 
US tech demand 
recovery.

Top Losers

•	 T i t a n :  D r o p p e d 
around 4% due to 
concerns over dis-
cretionary spending 
amid rising gold 
prices.

•	 HDFC Bank: Fell 
over 3% on weak 
l e n d i n g  g r o w t h 
expectations.

•	 JSW Steel: Down 3% 
as global metal pric-
es corrected and ex-
p o r t  d e m a n d 
softened.

Mutual Fund 
Activity

New fund offerings 
(NFOs) from Motilal 
Oswal, ICICI Pruden-
tial, and Invesco India 
saw increased retail 
participation, especial-
ly in consumption and 
conglomerate-focused 
funds.

As investor senti-
ment fluctuates with 
global cues, the mar-
kets remain cautiously 
optimistic heading 
into the festive season.

Top Gainers, Losers 
That Moved Nifty & 
Sensex This Week 
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C
oconut is a staple 
in Indian house-
holds, used in 
everything from 
curries to chut-

neys. But for the mil-
lions living with diabe-
tes,  the  quest ion 
remains: Is coconut 
s a f e  t o  c o n s u m e 
regularly?

Health experts sug-
gest that coconut can 
be included in a dia-
betic-friendly diet — 
but in moderation. 
The white flesh of  the 
coconut, though slight-
ly sweet, contains rela-
tively low net carbohy-
drates due to its high 
fibre content. This fi-
bre slows down diges-
tion and reduces the 
risk of  sudden spikes 
in blood sugar, making 
it a better alternative 
to many refined carbo-
hydrate foods.

A study published in 
the British Journal of  
Nutrition supports 
this claim, stating that 
coconut flour and oth-
er fibre-rich foods are 
associated with a low-
er glycemic index in 
both healthy individu-
als and those with dia-
betes. This means co-

conut-based foods may 
have a gentler effect on 
blood sugar levels.

However, the story 
doesn’t end there. Co-
conut is also high in 
calories and saturated 
fat. This makes it a 
double-edged sword, 
especially for diabetics 
who already face an in-
creased risk of  cardio-

vascular issues. Over-
consumption could 
lead to weight gain 
and heart-related com-
plications, negating 
the benefits of  its fibre 
content.

Nutritionists advise 
strict portion control. 
A few tablespoons of  
grated coconut or a 
small amount of  coco-

nut milk in cooking is 
generally considered 
safe for most diabetics. 
However, regularly 
consuming large quan-
tities — especially in 
sweets or fried dishes 
— could be harmful.

In conclusion, coco-
nut is not off-limits for 
diabetics, but it must 
be consumed mindful-

ly. Diabetic individuals 
should consult their 
doctors or dietitians 
before making coconut 
a regular part of  their 
diet,  especially in 
high-fat forms like co-
conut oil or cream.

Moderation is key — 
coconut can be part of  
a healthy diabetic diet 
when used wisely.

Is Coconut Safe for Diabetics? Experts 
Weigh In on Health Benefits and Risks

NHAI to Install QR Code Signboards on 
Highways for Emergency and Utility Info

T
he National High-
ways Authority of  
India (NHAI) has 
announced a new 
initiative to install 

QR code-enabled sign-
boards across the na-
tional highway network, 
aimed at improving 
road safety, transparen-
cy, and commuter con-
venience. This move, re-
vealed in a press release 
by the Ministry of  Road 
Transport and High-
ways, will allow travel-
lers to instantly access 
critical information by 
scanning QR codes 
while on the move.

The vertical sign-
boards will feature pro-
ject-specific details such 
as the national highway 
number, chainage, pro-
ject length, and timelines 
for construction and 
maintenance. More im-
portantly, they will pro-

vide quick access to 
emergency helpline 
numbers, including 1033, 
as well as contact details 
of  key officials like high-
way patrol officers, toll 
managers, project man-
agers, resident engi-
neers, and NHAI field 
offices.

Additionally, the QR 
codes will offer digital 
access to nearby essen-
tial services such as hos-
pitals, petrol pumps, toi-
lets, police stations, 
restaurants, vehicle re-
pair shops, truck lay-
byes, toll plazas, and 
electric vehicle charging 
stations. This will help 
travellers locate emer-
gency and utility servic-
es quickly, making jour-
n e y s  s a f e r  a n d 
smoother.

To maximize impact, 
NHAI plans to place 
these QR code sign-

boards at strategic loca-
tions such as toll plazas, 
rest  areas,  wayside 
amenities, truck lay-
byes, and at the start and 
end points of  highway 
stretches.

The Ministry empha-
sized that beyond provid-
ing project information, 
these signboards will en-
hance road safety by im-
proving access to emer-
gency services and boost 
user experience by in-
creasing awareness 
about  the  national 
highways.

This initiative repre-
sents a significant step 
towards leveraging tech-
nology for safer, more in-
formed travel on India’s 
highways, reflecting 
NHAI’s commitment to 
enhancing commuter 
convenience and trans-
parency in infrastruc-
ture projects.

A
n Indian software 
engineer at  AI 
startup Mercor 
has ignited online 
debate after reveal-

ing he works 72 to 100 
hours a week. Pranav 
Mehta, a former Micro-
soft employee, described 
the intense schedule as 
a “worthwhile trade-
off ” for rapid personal 
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
growth.

Mehta’s comments 
followed a post by Mer-
cor CEO Brendan Foody, 
who announced the 
company had grown 
from a $1 million to a 
$500 million revenue 
run rate in just 17 
months, calling it the 

“fastest growing com-
pany of  all time.” Mer-
cor is now aiming for a 
$10 billion valuation.

Acknowledging that 
such long hours may ap-
pear “daunting,” Mehta 
highlighted the un-
matched learning op-
portunities at the firm. 
“A comfy 40-hour week 
won’t offer the same up-
side,” he wrote on X 
(formerly Twitter), de-
fending the demanding 
work schedule as part 
of  the startup’s high-
growth culture.

His remarks, however, 
quickly sparked back-
lash. Many social media 
users criticised the glo-
rification of  extreme 

work hours, raising con-
cerns about burnout, 
mental health, and toxic 
workplace culture.

One user questioned 
the mindset behind 
such schedules, asking, 
“Why do you guys try to 
flaunt toxic work cul-
ture as hustle culture?” 
Another sarcastically 
noted, “Dada, you don’t 
have mental issues,” 
pointing to the potential 
mental toll of  such in-
tense routines.

Some offered a more 
optimistic perspective. 
A user suggested that 
the “working environ-
ment must be lit and 
hyped up all the time,” 
implying that the ener-

getic atmosphere might 
justify the high level of  
commitment.

The discussion re-
flects ongoing tensions 
in India’s tech sector, 
where startups often 
push employees to ex-
treme limits for rapid 
growth, sparking de-
bates over the balance 
between ambition and 
employee well-being.

Pranav Mehta’s post 
has reignited conversa-
tions about whether the 
drive for professional 
advancement is worth 
the personal cost, high-
lighting the growing 
scrutiny of  “hustle cul-
ture” in the country’s 
booming tech industry.

Indian Engineer Sparks 
Debate Over 100-Hour Work Weeks

I
n a groundbreaking 
development, Chi-
nese scientists have 
successfully created 
a rare form of  dia-

mond—known as hex-
agonal diamond or lon-
s d a l e i t e — i n  a 
laboratory setting, 
marking a major leap 
in material science. 
This ultra-hard crystal 
is naturally found only 
in meteorites and is be-
lieved to be significant-
ly harder than conven-
tional diamonds.

Published in Nature, 
the study was led by re-
searchers from the Cen-
tre for High-Pressure 
Science & Technology 
Advanced Research. 
They achieved the feat 
by transforming high-
purity graphite into 
hexagonal diamond un-
der carefully controlled 
high-pressure, high-
temperature, and qua-
si-hydrostatic condi-
t ions.  T he  result : 
highly ordered, micro-
metre-sized diamond 
samples that could out-

perform traditional di-
amonds in industrial 
a n d  e l e c t r o n i c 
applications.

Unlike standard cu-
bic diamonds, which 
can fracture along spe-
cific planes, hexagonal 
diamonds have a more 
robust atomic struc-
ture. Until now, at-
tempts to synthesize 
them in labs had mostly 
produced ordinary dia-
monds due to structur-
al instability during 
formation.

L e a d  re s e a rch e r 
Yang Liuxiang attrib-
uted the success to two 
key innovations. First, 
the use of  ultra-pure 
natural graphite as the 
starting material en-
sured minimal defects. 
Second, real-time X-ray 
imaging allowed re-
searchers to monitor 
and control the trans-
for mation process, 
avoiding common syn-
thesis errors.

“This sets a new 
methodological founda-

tion for future material 
breakthroughs,” said 
Yang.

Ho-kwang Mao, a 
high-pressure science 
expert and foreign 
member of  the Chinese 
Academy of  Sciences, 
c a l l e d  t h e  b r e a k -
through a “new path-
way” to next-genera-
t i o n  s u p e r h a r d 
materials and advanced 
electronics.

With its exceptional 
hardness and thermal 
properties, the synthet-
i c  h e x a g o n a l  d i a -
mond—produced at the 
h u n d r e d - m i c r o n 
scale—could revolu-
tionize industries re-
quiring ultra-durable 
materials, from cutting 
tools to high-perfor-
m a n c e 
semiconductors.

The achievement not 
only advances diamond 
synthesis but also 
opens doors to engi-
neering other rare ma-
terials found only in 
e x t r e m e  c o s m i c 
environments.

‘Alien’ Diamond Created on Earth, 
Harder Than Natural Diamonds I

n a world where even 
the remotest regions 
are becoming digi-
tally connected, 
the East Afri-

can nation of  
E r i t r e a 
stands out 
as a rare 
e x c e p -
tion—one 
where mo-
bile internet is 
v i r t u a l l y 
non-existent.

Located  in  the 
Horn of  Africa and 
bordered by Djibouti, 
Sudan, and Ethiopia, Er-
itrea remains one of  the 
most isolated and secre-
tive countries on the 
planet. Despite techno-
logical advancements 
globally, the vast major-
ity of  Eritreans have 
never used mobile data, 
accessed social media, or 
m a d e  a  d i g i t a l 
transaction.

Asmara, the capital 
city, reflects the coun-
try’s limited digital in-
frastructure. There are 
no functional ATMs, and 
only a few select loca-
tions—such as hotels 
and government build-

ings—
have access to 
fixed-line in-
ternet. Even 
that is heavily 
monitored and 
unreliable. For 
ordinary citizens, 
connecting to the inter-
net on mobile phones is 
simply not an option.

Eritrea’s extreme digi-
tal disconnect is closely 
tied to its political struc-
ture. Often referred to as 
the “North Korea of  Af-
rica,” Eritrea has been 

u n d e r 
authoritarian rule since 
gaining independence 
from Ethiopia in 1993. 
The government tightly 
controls information, re-
stricts freedom of  ex-
pression, and mandates 
indefinite national ser-

vice for its citizens.
International organi-

zations and human 
rights groups have 

long criticized 
the regime for 

its lack of  
transparen-
cy and sup-
pression of  
basic free-

doms. The 
country ranks 

among the lowest 
globally in terms of  

press freedom and in-
ternet accessibility.

While the rest of  Af-
rica sees growing digi-
tal economies and so-
c i a l  m e d i a 
revolutions, Eritrea 
remains cut off—its 
citizens deprived of  
the connectivity 

that powers modern 
life. For many young 

Eritreans, the idea of  
s treaming a  video, 
checking messages, or 
browsing the web is not 
a daily habit—it’s an un-
imaginable luxury.

In an age defined by 
digital transformation, 
Eritrea remains one of  
the few countries still 
living largely offline.

Eritrea: The Only Country With 
No Mobile Internet Access
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I
n a significant leader-
ship shift, the BCCI 
has appointed Shub-
man Gill as India’s 
ODI captain for the up-

coming three-match se-
ries against Australia, 
beginning October 19 in 
Perth. Shreyas Iyer has 
been named the vice-cap-
tain, marking a genera-
tional transition in In-
d i a ’ s  w h i t e - b a l l 
leadership.

The move sees Rohit 
Sharma, India’s long-
standing limited-overs 
skipper, stepping aside 
from the role, although 
he remains part of  the 
squad. Virat Kohli also 
returns to the ODI setup, 
ensuring experience is 
not lost amidst the lead-
ership change.

Announcing the deci-
sion in Ahmedabad, 
BCCI chief  selector Ajit 
Agarkar said the change 
was made with a long-
term vision for the 2027 
ICC Cricket World Cup, 
which will be jointly 
hosted by South Africa, 
Z i m b a b w e ,  a n d 
Namibia.

“It’s practically impos-
sible to have three differ-
ent captains for three 
formats. We want con-
sistency and a clear road-

map toward the next ODI 
World Cup,” Agarkar 
stated.

The ODI squad for the 
Australia tour includes a 
blend of  youth and expe-
rience: Shubman Gill 
(C), Rohit Sharma, Virat 
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer (VC), 
KL Rahul (WK), Yashas-
vi Jaiswal, Nitish Kumar 
Reddy, Washington Sund-
ar, Axar Patel, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Harshit Rana, Mo-
hammed Siraj, Arshdeep 
Singh, Prasidh Krishna, 
and Dhruv Jurel (WK).

Meanwhile, Suryaku-
mar Yadav will lead the 
T20I side, with Gill serv-
ing as vice-captain, as 
India  continues  to 
groom future leaders in 
all for mats. Jasprit 
Bumrah has been rested 
for the ODI series, while 
all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya misses out due to 
injury.

The upcoming Austral-
ia tour marks the begin-
ning of  India’s next ODI 
cycle and a new chapter 
in leadership under Gill, 
who is already captain in 
Tests. With seasoned 
players like Rohit and 
Kohli still around, the 
transition appears calcu-
lated and gradual, rather 
than abrupt.

Shubman Gill Replaces 
Rohit Sharma as ODI 

Captain for Australia Series

E
ngland launched 
their ICC Women’s 
World Cup 2025 cam-
paign with a com-
manding 10-wicket 

win over South Africa at 
the ACA Stadium, Barsa-
para, sending a strong 
m e s s a g e  t o  o t h e r 
contenders.

Electing to bowl first, 
England’s bowlers tore 
through South Africa’s 
batting line-up, bundling 
them out for a paltry 69 
runs in just 20.4 overs. 
Only wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Sinalo Jafta (22) man-
aged to reach double fig-
ures, as the rest of  the 
batters collapsed under 
relentless pressure.

Captain Nat Sciver-
Brunt, leading from the 
front, was exceptional 

both as a captain and 
with the ball, marshal-
ing her resources well. 
The English bowling 
unit, featuring the likes 
of  Sophie Ecclestone, 
Kate Cross, and Lauren 
Bell, maintained a tight 
grip, not allowing the 
Proteas any breathing 
space.

In reply, England’s 
openers Tammy Beau-
mont and Danni Wyatt 
made light work of  the 
chase. The duo calmly 
knocked off  the target in 
just 14.1 overs, finishing 
unbeaten and ensuring a 
perfect start to their 
World Cup journey.

This dominant perfor-
mance not only gave 
England a bonus-point 
win but also significant-

ly boosted their net run 
rate early in the tourna-
ment. It was a clinical 
display in all depart-
ments — sharp bowling, 
disciplined fielding, and 
composed batting — 
highlighting England’s 
intent to reclaim the 
World Cup crown.

For South Africa, the 
defeat raises serious con-
cerns about their batting 
depth and composure un-
der pressure. They will 
need a quick turnaround 
to stay competitive in the 
tournament.

As the tournament un-
folds, England’s emphat-
ic win stands as an early 
warning to rivals, signal-
ing that the 2017 champi-
ons are back in business 
and hungry for glory.

I
n a significant leader-
s h i p  t r a n s i t i o n , 
Shubman Gill has 
been appointed as In-
dia’s ODI captain for 

the upcoming series 
against Australia, with 
Shreyas Iyer named his 
deputy. The decision 
marks a clear step by 
the Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
towards building a 
squad for the 2027 ODI 
World Cup.

Veteran stars Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma return to the ODI 
setup, though Rohit has 
now officially been re-
lieved of  captaincy du-
ties. BCCI chief  selec-
t o r  A j i t  A g a rk a r 
confirmed that Rohit 
was informed in ad-
vance, and the move 
aligns with the board’s 
long-ter m strategic 
planning.

In a related develop-

ment, Suryakumar Ya-
dav has been handed 
the reins of  the T20I 
squad, with Gill serving 
as his vice-captain. No-
tably, Hardik Pandya 
misses out due to inju-
ry, while Nitish Kumar 
Reddy finds a spot in 
both formats.

Jasprit Bumrah has 
been rested for the ODI 
series but will feature 
in the T20Is. Yashasvi 
Jaiswal also makes his 
comeback to the ODI 
squad, while KL Rahul 
and Dhruv Jurel will 
handle wicketkeeping 
duties.

India’s ODI Squad 
vs Australia:

Shubman Gill (C), Ro-
hit Sharma, Virat Kohli, 
Shreyas Iyer (VC), Axar 
Patel, KL Rahul (WK), 
Nitish Kumar Reddy, 
Washington Sundar, Kul-

deep Yadav, Harshit 
Rana, Mohammed Siraj, 
Arshdeep Singh, Prasidh 
Krishna, Dhruv Jurel 
(WK), Yashasvi Jaiswal.

India’s T20I Squad 
vs Australia:

Suryakumar Yadav 
(C), Abhishek Sharma, 
Shubman Gill (VC), Ti-
lak Varma, Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy,  Shivam 
Dube, Axar Patel, Jitesh 
Sharma (WK), Varun 
Chakaravarthy, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Arshdeep Sin-
gh, Kuldeep Yadav, Har-
shit Rana, Sanju Samson 
(WK), Rinku Singh, 
Washington Sundar.

The ODI series prom-
ises to be a crucial test 
for India’s new leader-
ship core, while the T20Is 
will continue to shape 
the squad ahead of  fu-
t u r e  g l o b a l 
tournaments.

Shubman Gill Named India’s New 
ODI Captain for Australia Tour

England Crushes South 
Africa by 10 Wickets in 

World Cup Opener

I
ndia registered a 
commanding in-
nings and 140-run 
victory over the 
West Indies on the 

third day of  the first 
Test in Ahmedabad, 
taking a 1-0 lead in the 
two-match series. Af-
ter declaring over-
night at 448/5, India’s 
bowlers, led by Ravin-
dra Jadeja and Mo-
hammed Siraj, dis-
mantled the Windies 
for just 146 in their 
second innings.

The visitors had ear-
lier folded for 162 in 
the first innings, and 

failed to put up any re-
sistance in their sec-
ond outing. Jadeja 
(4/54) and Siraj (3/31) 
were the architects of  
India’s dominant per-
formance with the 
ball. Siraj finished 
with a seven-wicket 
haul in the match, un-
derlining his status as 
India’s pace spear-
h e a d  i n  h o m e 
conditions.

West Indies batters 
once again struggled 
against India’s relent-
less attack. Alick 
Athanaze top-scored 
with 38, while Justin 

Greaves added 25, but 
the rest of  the lineup 
failed to cross 20, col-
lapsing in just 45.1 
overs.

India’s declaration 
at 448 was built on sol-
id performances from 
the top order on day 
two, including centu-
ries from Yashasvi 
Jaiswal and Shubman 
Gill, and a brisk knock 
by Rishabh Pant on re-
turn. The hosts opted 
not to bat further on 
day three, instead fo-
cusing on wrapping up 
the game quickly — a 
strategy that paid off.

This win marks a 
strong start for India 
under the leadership 
of  Shubman Gill, who 
has taken over Test 
captaincy. The all-
round dominance 
with bat and ball high-
lights India’s contin-
ued home supremacy 
and depth in both 
departments.

The second and fi-
nal Test will now be a 
chance for the West In-
dies to regroup, while 
India will aim to seal 
the series with anoth-
e r  c o n v i n c i n g 
performance.

Jadeja, Siraj Power India to Innings 
Win Over West Indies in 1st Test

With the BWF World 
J u n i o r  B a d m i n t o n 
Championships 2025 set 
to kick off  in Guwahati 
from October 6 to 19, In-
dian badminton stars HS 
Prannoy, Lakshya Sen, 
and Ashwini Ponnappa 
have come forward to 
motivate the 25-member 
Indian squad.

India is hosting the 
prestigious tournament 
after 17 years, the last be-
ing in Pune in 2008 — a 
year etched in memory 
when Saina Nehwal 
clinched gold, and RMV 
G u r u s a i  D u t t  wo n 

bronze, marking India’s 
best-ever performance at 
the junior level.

Calling it a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity,” HS 
P r a n n o y,  wh o  wo n 
bronze at the 2010 edi-
tion, reminded the young 
shuttlers about the im-
portance of  the tourna-
ment. “It’s the first step-
ping stone into the world 
stage. From here, you 
start understanding 
what senior-level bad-
minton demands,” said 
Prannoy, who is now one 
of  India’s top-ranked sin-
gles players.

Lakshya Sen, who has 
earned medals at both 
junior and senior world 
championships, advised 
players to leverage home 
conditions and crowd 
support. “This is your 
home turf. Use it. Stay 
disciplined and focused 
— these matches define 
your growth,” said the 
2 4 - y e a r - o l d  f r o m 
Almora.

Veteran women’s dou-
bles player Ashwini Pon-
nappa encouraged the 
team to trust their train-
ing, enjoy the game, and 
aim for medals. “Your 

preparation matters the 
most. Go out there, stay 
confident, and give it 
your all,” she said.

Most of  the Indian 
contingent is currently 
training at the National 
Centre of  Excellence 
(NCE), fine-tuning their 
skills ahead of  the global 
competition.

India has so far won 11 
medals at the World Jun-
ior Championships — 
one gold, four silver, and 
six bronze — and with 
home advantage, hopes 
are high for a strong 
showing in Guwahati.

Prannoy, Lakshya, Ponnappa 
Inspire Indian Squad 

Ahead of World Junior Badminton Championships
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SCREEN

I
n a surprising develop-
ment, Bollywood su-
perstar Deepika Padu-
kone has reportedly 
exited the sequel to 

Kalki 2898 AD, the much-
anticipated mythological 
sci-fi epic starring Prab-
has. The sudden depar-
ture of  one of  the lead 
actors has not only 
shocked fans but also 
caused delays in the 
f i l m ’ s  p r o d u c t i o n 

schedule.
Directed by Nag Ash-

win, Kalki 2898 AD had 
created massive buzz 
with its unique blend of  
mythology and science 
fiction. While the first 
part is still awaiting its 
release, pre-production 
for the sequel had al-
ready begun. However, 
with Deepika’s exit, the 
team is now in search of  
a new leading lady.

Recent reports in Tol-
lywood suggest that Nag 
Ashwin is in talks with 
actress Sai Pallavi to step 
into the role vacated by 
Deepika. Initially, specu-
lation was rife that Ash-
win was planning a sepa-
rate, female-centric film 
with Sai Pallavi. But in-
siders now claim that the 
director is seriously con-
sidering her as the new 
female lead in Kalki 2.

While there is no offi-
cial confirmation yet, 
the news of  this poten-
tial casting has already 
gone viral on social me-
dia. Sai Pallavi, known 
for her strong screen 
presence and acting 
prowess, could bring a 
fresh dynamic to the 
film.

Fans of  Prabhas are 
keenly awaiting updates, 
hoping that the produc-

tion will resume soon. 
However, industry sourc-
es indicate that the se-
quel may not go on floors 
this year due to the ongo-
ing changes in the cast-
ing and scheduling.

With the project facing 
unexpected hurdles, all 
eyes are now on Nag 
Ashwin to steer the mag-
num opus back on track 
and make an official an-
nouncement soon.

Star heroine in talks for Kalki 2?

I
n a development that 
has taken fans by sur-
prise, popular actors 
Vijay Deverakonda 
and Rashmika Man-

danna have reportedly 
gotten engaged. Accord-
ing to the latest media 
reports, the couple ex-
changed rings earlier to-
day in a private ceremo-
ny held  at  Vi jay’s 
residence, attended only 
by close friends and 
family.

Though the news is 
yet to be officially con-
firmed by either actor, 
social media is already 
abuzz with congratula-
tory messages and ex-
citement. For years, ru-
mors of  a romantic 
relationship between 
Vijay and Rashmika 
have been circulating, 

especially after their 
successful on-screen 
pairings in Geetha Go-
vindam and Dear Com-
rade. However, both 
stars have consistently 
denied the relationship 
claims, maintaining 
that they were just close 
friends.

Sources reveal that 
the duo grew closer dur-
ing the filming of  Dear 
Comrade, and have since 
remained in each oth-
er’s inner circles. While 
fans have long speculat-
ed about their relation-
ship status, today’s re-
ported engagement has 
come as a pleasant sur-
prise for many who have 
admired their chemistry 
both on and off  the 
screen.

Despite the strong 

buzz, neither Vijay nor 
Rashmika has made an 
official announcement 
or posted anything on 
their social media ac-
counts regarding the en-
gagement. This has left 
fans eagerly waiting for 
confirmation from the 
couple.

Adding to the excite-
ment, reports suggest 
that the wedding is be-
ing planned for Febru-
ary 2026. If  true, it will 
be one of  the most high-
profile celebrity wed-
dings in the Telugu film 
industry in recent years.

Until an official state-
ment is made, fans and 
media alike remain 
glued to their screens, 
hoping for a glimpse or 
word from the beloved 
stars.

Vijay Deverakonda & Rashmika 
Mandanna Engaged?

Reportedly Engaged in Private Ceremony

T
he fantasy adven-
ture blockbuster Mi-
rai, starring Teja 
Sajja and Manchu 
Manoj, is all set to 

make its grand OTT de-
but. The film will begin 
streaming on Jio Hotstar 
from October 10, in Telu-
gu, Tamil, Kannada, and 
Malayalam, bringing the 
pan-Indian cinematic ex-
p e r i e n c e  t o  h o m e 
viewers.

Directed by Karthik 
Ghattamaneni, Mirai 
made a strong impact at 
the box office, earning 
over ₹150 crores in its 
theatrical run. It stands 
as one of  the highest-
grossing Tollywood films 
of  2025, marking another 
major success for lead 
actor Teja Sajja after his 
previous hit ventures.

Mirai blends mytholo-
gy, mysticism, and mod-
ern storytelling, offering 
a unique narrative rare-
ly explored in Indian cin-

ema. Set against the 
backdrop of  the Emper-
or Ashoka era, the story 
revolves around the bat-
tle between divine pow-
ers, the nine sacred 
scriptures, their protec-
tors, and the ever-pre-
sent threat of  human 
greed. This blend of  an-
cient legend and high-
concept fantasy has reso-
nated with audiences 
across demographics.

A major draw of  the 
film is its spectacular 
visual effects, intense ac-
tion sequences, and an 
evocative background 
score, all of  which con-
tributed to its theatrical 
success. Karthik Ghatta-
maneni’s direction has 
been praised for its vi-
sionary storytelling and 
technical finesse, while 
the performances of  Teja 
Sajja and Manchu Manoj 
brought emotional depth 
and energy to the screen.

The OTT release on Jio 

Hotstar is expected to 
draw massive viewer-
ship, especially from 
those who missed it in 
theaters or wish to revis-
it the grand visuals in 
the comfort of  their 
homes.  Fans across 
South India, in particu-
lar, are excited for the 
film’s availability in 
multiple languages, 
making it more accessi-
ble than ever.

The announcement 
was made via a post on 
‘X’ (formerly Twitter) by 
the streaming platform, 
confirming the release 
date and language op-
tions. As the countdown 
begins for its digital re-
lease, Mirai is poised to 
continue its blockbuster 
journey online.

For fantasy film lovers 
and mythological fiction 
enthusiasts, Mirai prom-
ises an immersive expe-
rience — now just a click 
away.

Blockbuster ‘Mirai’ to 
Stream on Jio Hotstar 

from October 10

I
n the wake of  the recent 
tragic stampede in 
Karur, the makers of  
Jana Nayagan, Thalapa-
thy Vijay’s much-await-

ed final theatrical film, 
have decided to postpone 
the launch of  the film’s 
first song. Originally 
scheduled for the first 
week of  October, the pro-
motional activity has been 
temporarily put on hold 
out of  respect for the vic-
tims and their families.

Directed by H. Vinoth, 
Jana Nayagan is an ac-
tion-packed drama in-
spired by the Balakrishna 
starrer Bhagavanth Kesa-
ri. The film is slated for a 
grand theatrical release 
on January 9, 2026, just in 
time for the Pongal festi-
val. With this being Vi-
jay’s final film before his 
full-time entry into poli-

tics, anticipation around 
Jana Nayagan is at an all-
time high.

The film’s music is com-
posed by Anirudh Ravi-
chander, who has collabo-
rated with Vijay on several 
chart-topping albums. The 
team had planned to kick-
start promotions with the 
release of  the first single, 
but the sudden tragedy in 
Karur led to a change in 
plans. Sources close to the 
production say the deci-
sion was made in solidar-
ity with the grieving fami-
lies and to maintain 
sensitivity during this dif-
ficult time.

Pooja Hegde stars as the 
female lead, and the film 
boasts a stellar ensemble 
cast including Mamitha 
B a i j u ,  B o b by  D e o l , 
Prakash Raj, Priyamani, 
and Gautham Vasudev 

Menon. The movie is be-
ing produced on a grand 
scale by KVN Produc-
tions, a prominent Sandal-
wood banner, marking one 
of  their biggest pan-India 
ventures.

With the film promising 
a mix of  high-octane ac-
tion, emotional depth, and 
political undertones, Jana 
Nayagan is expected to be 
a fitting farewell for Vi-
jay’s film career. The delay 
in promotions, though un-
fortunate, has been widely 
appreciated by fans who 
praised the team’s empa-
thy and sensitivity.

The updated schedule 
for the music launch and 
promotional activities is 
expected to  be  an-
nounced soon, as the 
team continues to work 
towards a grand Pongal 
release.

Jana Nayagan Song Launch 
Delayed Following Karur 

Stampede Tragedy

T
he wait is finally 
over for fans of  Nan-
damuri Balakrishna 
as the makers of  the 
much-anticipated 

film Akhanda 2 have of-
ficially announced the 
release date. On the occa-
sion of  Dussehra, a pow-
erful new poster was un-
veiled, confirming that 
the film will hit theatres 
on December 5, 2025. 
This announcement puts 
an end to months of  spec-
ulation and brings im-
mense joy to Balayya 
fans across the globe.

Directed by Boyapati 
Srinu, Akhanda 2 is a se-
quel to the 2021 block-
buster Akhanda, which 
left a lasting impression 
with its intense action, 
spiritual theme, and Bal-
ayya’s iconic perfor-
mance. The sequel prom-
ises to elevate the scale 
further with a powerful 
blend of  Sanatana Dhar-
ma, mass action, and 
devotion.

The film was initially 
planned for a September 
25 release but was post-
poned due to heavy com-
petition. Now, with all 

production and post-pro-
duction work wrapped 
up, the makers are confi-
dent about a grand De-
cember release. Akhan-
da 2 is also special as it 
marks Balakrishna’s 
first pan-India release, 
with the Hindi dubbing 
already completed.

In the sequel, Bal-
akrishna will be seen in 
dual shades, combining 
intense mass appeal with 
a deeper philosophical 
character. Actress Samy-
uktha Menon stars as the 
female lead, while Aadi 
Pinisetty plays the an-
tagonist. Music is com-
posed by Thaman S, 
whose background score 
was a highlight in the 
first part.

The teaser, which re-
leased earlier, has al-
ready g ar nered  a 
strong response. With 
the trailer and songs 
set to release soon, the 
buzz around Akhanda 
2 is  only g rowing 
stronger. Fans can ex-
pect a divine action 
feast when Balayya re-
turns to the big screen 
on December 5.

Sreeleela To Replace 
Kiara Advani In 
Hindi Biggie?


