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Telangana BJP Leader Advocates 
for Farmers’ Rights on RRR 
Alignment
Telangana BJP State President Shri 
Ramchandra Rao has drawn attention to a 
critical issue affecting the residents and agri-
cultural community of Puttapaka in Yadadri 
Bhuvanagiri District.1 The villagers are facing 
significant hardship due to the revised align-
ment of the southern portion of the Regional 
Ring Road (RRR). 

PRGI REGISTRATION NO. “TGENG/25/A2485” 

BUZZ POINTS
THE SPIRIT OF 
BATHUKAMMA

The vibrant nine-day 
Bathukamma festi-
val has commenced 

with great fervor 
across Telangana, 
bringing with it a 
message of hope 

and prosperity. At a 
grand inaugural 

event held at the his-
toric Thousand Pillar 
Temple in Warangal, 

Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu 

Bhatti Vikramarka 
addressed a large 
gathering, empha-
sizing the festival’s 
deep cultural and 
spiritual signifi-

cance. The celebra-
tion, organized by 

the Telangana Music 
Academy and super-

vised by the 
Telangana Cultural 
Department, show-

cased the state’s 
rich heritage, includ-

ing a captivating 
Kakatiya dance per-

formance.
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MAHESH KUMAR 
GOUD INAUGURATES 

DISABILITY T20 
CHAMPIONSHIP

TPCC President and MLC 
Shri Mahesh Kumar 

Goud inaugurated the 
Rajiv Gandhi Disability 

T20 Championship 2025 
at Uppal Stadium, speak-
ing on the importance of 
sports and the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
their development.1 He 
fondly recalled former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 

Gandhi as a leader who 
possessed a great love 

for sports, highlighting a 
legacy the current gov-

ernment aims to uphold.
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TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21:  
A powerful thun-
derstorm accompa-
nied by heavy rains 
lashed Hyderabad 

on Sunday evening, 
bringing significant 
rainfall to several parts 
of  the city. The eastern 
zones, including Hay-
athnagar, Uppal, and LB 
Nagar, were among the 
worst affected as the 
storm unleashed intense 
spells of  rain, disrupt-
ing normal life and wa-
t e rl o g g i n g  s eve r a l 
areas.

According to rainfall 
data recorded by the Tel-
angana State Develop-
ment Planning Society 
(TGDPS) at 8 p.m., De-
fence Colony in Hay-
athnagar witnessed the 
highest rainfall, with 85 
mm recorded in just a 
few hours. Other parts of  
Hayathnagar registered 

51.5  mm, while the 
GHMC zonal office in Up-
pal reported 25 mm. Va-
nasthalipuram’s NGOs 
Colony received 22.8 mm.

The downpour, which 
began in the eastern lo-
calities, soon spread 
across the city, hitting 
M a l k a j g i r i ,  K a p r a , 
Boduppal, Nacharam, 
Mallapur, and Kothapet 
colonies. Later, heavy 
rain was also reported in 
Jeedimetla, Balanagar, 
Dammaiguda, Nagaram, 
Nizampet, and nearby in-
dustrial areas, showing 
the wide impact of  the 
storm.

The thunderstorm, ac-
companied by strong 
winds and lightning, left 
commuters stranded 
during peak evening 
hours. Several low-lying 
areas witnessed water 
stagnation, while traffic 
moved at a snail’s pace in 
parts of  LB Nagar, Uppal 
Ring Road, and Va-

nasthalipuram. Resi-
dents of  affected locali-
ties shared visuals on 
social media showing 
flooded roads, overflow-
ing drains, and heavy 
lightning strikes illumi-
nating the skies.

Independent weather 
trackers from Hyderabad 
had earlier issued an 
alert, forecasting possi-
ble thunderstorms be-
tween 8:15 p.m. and mid-
night on Sunday. The 
prediction turned out ac-
curate, as the city experi-
enced intense rainfall 
within that time frame.

Meteorological ex-
perts attributed the sud-
den storm to the prevail-
ing monsoon conditions, 
coupled with localized 
weather activity. “Mois-
ture inflows and conver-
gence over Hyderabad 
triggered the thunder-
storms. Such sudden but 
intense spells are com-
mon during the retreat-

ing monsoon season,” 
said a weather official.

While the heavy rains 
brought relief  from hu-
mid conditions during 
the day, they also caused 
disruptions. Several resi-
dents in low-lying colo-
nies faced power cuts 
lasting for more than an 
hour. Waterlogging in in-
terior roads also forced 
motorists to take longer 
routes. In industrial are-
as such as Jeedimetla 
and Balanagar, workers 
reported difficulties in 
returning home as heavy 
water stagnation slowed 
d o w n  v e h i c u l a r 
movement.

Authorities of  the 
Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Cor poration 
(GHMC) stated that 
emergency teams were 
pressed into service to 
clear clogged drains and 
respond to complaints of  
flooding. Disaster Re-
sponse Force (DRF) per-

sonnel were also de-
ployed in sensitive areas. 
“Our teams are monitor-
ing the situation. Citi-
zens are advised to avoid 
waterlogged stretches 
and take precautions 
a g ainst  l ightning,” 
GHMC officials said.

With more rain expect-
ed over the next few 
days, weather trackers 
have urged residents to 
remain alert and avoid 
venturing out unneces-
sarily during thunder-
storm activity. The latest 
storm has once again 
highlighted Hyderabad’s 
vulnerability to intense 
short-duration rains, 
particularly in areas 
with poor drainage 
infrastructure.

As the city braces for 
more wet days, Sunday’s 
thunderstorm has left 
residents reminded of  
the unpredictable nature 
of  monsoon rains in 
Hyderabad.

Heavy Thunderstorm Batters Heavy Thunderstorm Batters 

Hyderabad; Hayathnagar Hyderabad; Hayathnagar 
Records 85 mm RainfallRecords 85 mm RainfallTPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
Telangana Food 
and Civil Supplies 
Minister Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy has 

made it clear that the 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t 
strongly opposes the pro-
posed increase in the 
height of  the Almatti 
Dam in Kar nataka. 
Speaking to reporters, 
the Minister stated that 
the matter is currently 
under consideration in 
the Supreme Court of  In-
dia, and Telangana will 
put forth its objections 
with full force. He an-
nounced that he would 
personally go to Delhi to 
present the State’s case 
and argue against the 
proposal.

“The Telangana Gov-
ernment will not allow 
any injustice to be done 
to the people of  the State. 
We are opposed to the Al-
matti Dam height in-
crease and will fight le-
gally to protect our 
rightful share of  Krish-
na waters,” Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy asserted.

The Almatti Dam, lo-

cated across the Krishna 
River in Karnataka, has 
been a point of  conten-
tion among riparian 
states for decades. Telan-
gana fears that any fur-
ther increase in its stor-
age capacity would 
adversely affect the in-
flows into its projects 
and reduce its share of  
water, especially in times 
of  drought.

Minister Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy also ad-
dressed the ongoing in-
q u i r y  i n t o  t h e 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irri-
gation Project. He said 
that the government is 
committed to a transpar-
ent investigation, and ap-
propriate legal action 
will be taken against 
those found guilty of  ir-
regularities, regardless 
of  their political or ad-
ministrative standing. 
“No one is above the law. 
If  there are violations, 
action will be initiated 
strictly in accordance 
w i t h  t h e  l aw, ”  h e 
stressed.

On a positive note, the 
Minister assured that

Telangana Opposes 
Almatti Dam Height 
Increase:  Uttam 
Kumar Reddy

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
In a shocking de-
velopment, for-
mer Deputy Su-
perintendent of  

Police (DSP) Nalini has 
created a stir on social 
media with an emotion-
al post that she de-
scribed as her “death 
declaration.” Writing 
on Facebook, Nalini ex-
pressed deep anguish 
over her prolonged ill-
ness and linked her suf-
fering to the physical 
and mental scars left by 
the Telangana state-
hood movement.

Nalini, who had ac-
tively participated in 
various struggles dur-
ing the Telangana agi-
tation, stated that she 
has been carrying inju-
ries and pain ever 
since. “The Telangana 
movement left me with 

scars all over my life. I 
endured that pain and 
lived in anonymity for 
12 long years,” she 
wrote, recalling her 
ordeal.

She further men-
tioned that it was only 
through the grace of  
Maharshi Dayananda 
that she found solace in 
spirituality. Nalini 
claimed to have dedi-
cated herself  to reli-
gious service by estab-

lishing the Veda Yagna 
Protection Committee, 
through which she en-
gaged in preserving 
and promoting Vedic 
traditions.

In her post, the for-
mer police officer also 
recalled an assurance 
she received from Tel-
angana Chief  Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy. Ac-
cording to her, the 
Chief  Minister had 
promised to help her, 

but her petition alleg-
edly did not receive 
proper attention. “After 
six months, I found out 
that my petition was 
thrown into the dust-
bin. Later, I re-scanned 
my office copy and sub-
mitted it again. But so 
far, there has been no 
response,” Nalini wrote 
w i t h  v i s i b l e 
disappointment.

She used the post to 
make a heartfelt appeal 
to the media and the 
public regarding her 
legacy. “After my death, 
please do not write that 
I was a suspended of-
ficer. I resigned from 
service. Call me a poet-
ess, a Yajna Brahma, 
and the founder of  the 
Veda Yagna Protection 
Committee,” she urged, 
highlighting her wish 
to be remembered for 
her

Former DSP Nalini Posts Emotional 
“Death Declaration” on Social Media

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
Praja Shanthi Par-
ty founder and 
president KA Paul 
has landed in legal 

trouble after a case of  
sexual harassment was 
registered against him 
in Hyderabad. The FIR 
was filed at the Panjag-
utta Police Station fol-
lowing a complaint 
lodged by a young wom-
an who had been work-
ing in his office.

According to police 
sources, the woman ap-
proached the She Teams 
of  Hyderabad Police al-
leging that she was being 
sexually harassed by 
Paul. She reportedly pro-
vided the authorities 
with evidence to support 
her claims. Acting on her 
complaint, She Teams 
conducted a preliminary 

inquiry and subsequent-
ly transferred the case to 
Panjagutta Police Sta-
t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r 
investigation.

The police have con-
firmed that an FIR has 
been registered against 
KA Paul under relevant 
sections pertaining to 
sexual harassment. They 
also stated that a formal 
investigation has been 
launched, and necessary 
procedures, including 
verification of  the sub-
mitted evidence and 
questioning of  those in-
volved, will be carried 
out.

The allegations have 
come as a major blow to 
KA Paul, a controversial 
evangelist-turned-politi-
cian known for his flam-
boyant style, dramatic 
statements, and frequent 
claims of  international 
influence.  Over the 

years, Paul has made 
headlines for his uncon-
ventional political cam-
paigns and sensational 
remarks targeting main-
stream par ties  and 
leaders.

With the registration 
of  this case, Paul now 
faces not just political 
challenges but also legal 

scrutiny that could po-
tentially damage his rep-
utation and weaken his 
party’s standing ahead 
of  any electoral activi-
ties. The Praja Shanthi 
Party, though not a ma-
jor political force in Tel-
angana, has been posi

Big Setback for KA Paul as 
FIR Registered Against Him

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
The Congress gov-
ernment in Telan-
gana is walking a 
political tightrope 

as it stares at growing 
discontent in rural are-
as, particularly among 
farmers, while also grap-
pling with court dead-
lines on conducting local 
body elections. With an-
ger mounting over the 
shortage of  urea and 

welfare schemes falter-
ing on the ground, the 
government has signaled 
that it will delay the elec-
tions beyond the Septem-
ber 30 deadline set by the 
High Court. In a bold, if  
risky, political gambit, 
the ruling party is pre-
paring to raise reserva-
tions for Backward 
Classes (BCs) in local 
body elections to 42 
percent.

According to senior 
government sources, a 

Government Order (GO) 
enhancing BC quotas 
will be issued next week. 
The move, however, di-
rectly challenges the Su-
preme Court’s ceiling of  
50 percent on total reser-
vations. Anticipating le-
gal complications, the 
State has already mobi-
lized its legal teams to 
defend the policy before 
the High Court.

Immediately after is-
suing the GO, the gov-
ernment plans to ap-

proach the Court seeking 
an extension of  the elec-
tion deadline. Officials 
said the petition will cite 
the State’s “policy com-
mitment” to social jus-
tice, pointing to Assem-
bly bills pending with 
the President, ordinanc-
es awaiting the Gover-
nor’s nod, and previous-
ly issued GOs.  The 
nar rative,  they ex-
plained, will attempt to 
show that procedural de-
lays in implementing the 

reservation policy have 
prevented the govern-
ment from adhering to 
the Court’s timeline.

“ T h e  g ove r n m e n t 
wants to project itself  as 
pro-BC while shifting the 
blame for the delay on 
procedural hurdles,” 
said a senior insider fa-
miliar with the strategy. 
Party leaders are confi-
dent that by foreground-
ing the reservation issue, 
they can deflect criti-
cism from BC organisa-

tions, even if  the courts 
later strike down the en-
hanced quotas.

The Congress leader-
ship finds itself  in a deli-
cate position. On one 
hand, the promise of  
higher BC representa-
tion is politically potent 
and helps consolidate 
support among a key de-
mographic. On the other, 
the legal risks are con-
siderable, and an adverse 
judgment 

Telangana Congress Bets on  
BC Quota Push, Delays Local Body Elections 
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tioning itself  as an al-

ternative voice in state 
politics.

Police officials have 
maintained that they 
are treating the com-
plaint with utmost seri-
ousness and will follow 
due process of  law. “We 
have registered a case 
based on the complaint 
transferred from She 
Teams. An investiga-
tion is underway, and 
we will proceed accord-
ing to the evidence 
gathered,” an official 
said.

The complainant has 
reportedly insisted that 
she faced repeated har-
assment while working 
in Paul’s office, which 
forced her to approach 
the authorities for help. 
Sources suggest that her 
testimony, along with 
digital and other sup-
porting evidence, has 
been handed over to the 
investigators.

Legal experts point out 

that if  the allegations 
are proven true, Paul 
could face stringent ac-
tion under laws relating 
to workplace harassment 
and sexual misconduct. 
On the other hand, if  
found baseless, the case 
could still have political 
ramifications, given 
Paul’s high-profile image 
and the public attention 
his activities usually 
attract.

Meanwhile, Paul has 
not issued any public 
statement regarding the 
FIR or the allegations 

against him. His party 
members have also re-
mained largely silent, 
with no official response 
released as of  yet.

The case has sparked 
debate in political and 
social circles, with many 
calling for a fair and 
transparent investiga-
tion while ensuring jus-
tice for the complainant. 
As the probe unfolds, all 
eyes will be on how this 
development impacts KA 
Paul’s political journey 
and personal credibility 
in the coming days.

Big Setback for KA Paul as 
FIR Registered Against Him
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could dent the gov-

ernment’s credibility. 
Still, leaders argue that 
the political payoff  
from attempting the 
move outweighs the 
risks. “Conditions are 
not favourable, so the 
party wants to buy time. 
If  all goes well, the local 
body elections will like-
ly be held in January,” a 
senior Congress func-
tionary admitted.

The urgency behind 
the strategy stems from 
deepening rural dissat-
is f action.  Far mers 
across Telangana have 
been expressing frustra-
tion over the prolonged 
shortage of  urea, which 

has directly affected 
crop sowing. At the 
same time, flagship wel-
fare programs such as 
Rythu Bharosa and free 
fine rice distribution 
have not delivered the 
expected results, lead-
ing  to  resentment 
against the ruling party. 
Party strategists fear 
that if  local body elec-
tions are held under 
these conditions, the op-
position could capital-
ize on grassroots anger 
to inflict serious politi-
cal damage.

To offset this, the gov-
er nment is keen to 
showcase major devel-
opment projects in the 
months ahead. Chief  

Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy has instructed of-
ficials to fast-track the 
foundation laying of  
high-profile ventures 
such as the ambitious 
Bharat Future City and 
the Gateway of  Hy-
derabad project on the 
Outer Ring Road. Both 
events are expected in 
December and are in-
tended to project Telan-
gana as a hub of  eco-
nomic g rowth and 
urban transformation.

Other initiatives be-
ing readied for public 
attention include the 
Musi Riverfront rejuve-
nation project, a revival 
of  the long-pending 
SLBC tunnel works, and 

urgent repair and stabi-
lization efforts at the 
Medigadda barrage. By 
putting progress on in-
frastructure and irriga-
tion back on the public 
agenda, the government 
hopes to rebuild confi-
dence and blunt criti-
cism from the farming 
community.

Political analysts be-
lieve the Congress’s cur-
rent strategy combines 
delay, diversion, and de-
livery. The delay comes 
in the form of  postpon-
ing elections; the diver-
sion is represented by 
the politically sensitive 
BC quota move; and the 
delivery is expected 
through the launch of  

marquee development 
projects. Whether this 
tri-pronged approach 
can effectively shield 
the government from 
growing unrest remains 
uncertain.

For now, the Congress 
appears determined to 
bet big on the reserva-
tion gambit—not mere-
ly as a legal defense in 
the courts, but as a po-
litical shield in the vil-
lages. As the deadline 
for local body polls 
looms, the ruling par-
ty’s moves will be close-
ly watched, both in the 
courtroom and in the 
countryside, where its 
future political fortunes 
may well be decided.

Telangana Congress Bets on  
BC Quota Push, Delays Local Body Elections
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the State Government 

is determined to com-
plete pending irrigation 
projects such as Tummi-
dihatti and Pranahita-
Chevella, which are cru-
cial for the agricultural 
and drinking water 
needs of  Telangana. He 
emphasized that these 
projects, once completed, 
would provide sustaina-
ble water resources for 
farmers and address 
long-standing regional 
imbalances.

Highlighting the his-
torical injustice in water 
allocations, Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy accused pre-
vious governments of  
failing to secure Telan-
gana’s rightful share in 
both Krishna and Goda-
vari river waters. “In the 
past, Telangana was sub-
jected to grave injustice 
in water sharing. We will 
not let such mistakes be 
repeated. Whether it is 
the Krishna or Godavari, 
we will fight with any 
state to safeguard Telan-
gana’s rightful share,” 

he declared.
The Krishna and Goda-

vari rivers have been 
central to inter-state dis-
putes in southern India, 
with Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, and 
Maharashtra locked in 
prolonged battles over al-
locations. Telangana, be-
ing a landlocked state 
heavily dependent on 
river waters for irriga-
tion, maintains that any 
unilateral move by Kar-
nataka to increase Al-
matti  Dam’s height 

would compromise its 
water security.

The Minister’s state-
ments underscore the 
Te l a n g a n a  G ove r n -
ment’s assertive ap-
proach in defending the 
State’s water rights. As 
the Supreme Court con-
tinues to deliberate on 
the issue, the upcoming 
hearings in Delhi are ex-
pected to play a crucial 
role in shaping the fu-
ture of  inter-state river 
water distribution in the 
region.

Telangana Opposes Almatti Dam Height 
Increase:  Uttam Kumar Reddy
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spiritual and literary 

contributions rather 
than controversies from 
her professional past.

The post has triggered 
widespread discussions 
across Telangana, with 
many expressing shock 
at her health condition 
and the intensity of  her 
words. Her emotional 
revelation has also 
drawn attention from in-
telligence agencies, who 
are reportedly inquiring 
into her present state of  
health and the circum-
stances surrounding her 
social media statement.

Nalini’s message re-
flects the long-lasting 
physical and psychologi-
cal toll of  the Telangana 
movement, which, while 
achieving statehood in 
2014, left many activists 
and participants with 
personal struggles. Her 
claim that she has suf-
fered silently for over a 
decade underscores the 
sacrifices made by those 

who took part in the 
agitation.

Political observers 
note that her comments 
about the Chief  Minis-
ter’s unfulfilled assur-
ance could potentially 
raise questions about the 
government’s handling 
of  appeals from activists 
and former officials. 
Meanwhile, social organ-
izations and sympathiz-
ers are calling for imme-
d i a t e  m e d i c a l  a n d 
emotional support for 
the former DSP.

Nalini’s dramatic post 
serves as both a personal 
cry for recognition and a 
reminder of  the linger-
ing wounds of  the Telan-
gana struggle. As con-
cerns grow about her 
health, her words have 
once again brought to 
the forefront the human 
cost of  political move-
ments and the responsi-
bilities of  the state to-
ward those who stood on 
the frontlines.

Former DSP Nalini Posts 
Emotional “Death 

Declaration” on Social Media

T
elangana Minister 
Seethakka has tak-
en charge of  the 
preparations for 
Chief  Minister Re-

vanth Reddy’s upcoming 
visit to Medaram, where 
he is expected to finalize 
the comprehensive de-
velopment plan for the 
Sammakka Saralamma 
temple. Acting as both a 
local MLA and a state 
minister, Seethakka is 
personally overseeing 
the arrangements to en-
sure a seamless visit. 
She has conducted a se-
ries of  review meetings 
with top officials, includ-
ing the District Collector, 
SP, and other members 
of  the district adminis-
tration, as well as the 
temple priests.

The primary focus of  
the Chief  Minister’s vis-
it is to formalize the Me-
daram development 
plan, which aims to en-
hance facilities for the 
millions of  devotees who 
attend the biennial Me-
daram Jathara. Minister 
Seethakka emphasized 
that the government is 
fully dedicated to this 
initiative and that the de-
velopment work will be 
fast-tracked once the 
plan is approved. Her 
proactive involvement is 
evident in her direct en-
gagement with all de-
partments, providing 
specific instructions to 
each to ensure every as-
pect of  the visit and sub-
sequent development 

w o r k  i s  h a n d l e d 
meticulously.

Despite the ongoing 
Engilipoola Bathukam-
ma festival, Minister 
Seethakka arrived in 
Medaram early on Sun-
day to inspect the ar-
rangements. She made it 
a point to consult with 
the temple priests to 
gather their input on 
proposed changes to the 
temple premises. This 
step highlights the gov-
ernment’s intention to 
incorporate the views of  
local stakeholders and 
religious authorities in 
the development process. 
The successful execution 
of  the plan is expected to 
significantly improve 
the pilgrimage experi-
ence, providing better in-
frastructure and ameni-
ties for the massive 
crowds that flock to the 
temple.

CM Revanth Reddy’s 
Medaram Visit and 
Development PlanTPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
The vibrant nine-
day Bathukamma 
festival has com-
menced with great 

fervor across Telangana, 
bringing with it a mes-
sage of  hope and pros-
perity. At a grand inau-
gural event held at the 
historic Thousand Pillar 
Temple in Warangal, 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramar-
ka addressed a large 
gathering, emphasizing 
the festival’s deep cultur-
al and spiritual signifi-

cance. The celebration, 
organized by the Telan-
gana Music Academy 
and supervised by the 
Telangana Cultural De-
partment, showcased the 
state’s rich heritage, in-
cluding a captivating 
K a k a t i y a  d a n c e 
performance.

 
During his speech, the 

Deputy Chief  Minister 
expressed his heartfelt 
wishes for the state’s 
well-being. He remarked 
that Bathukamma, a 
unique floral festival, is 
a testament to the devo-
tion and faith of  women 

who worship Goddess 
Gauramma. He hoped 
their prayers, offered 
with great sincerity us-
ing a variety of  flowers 
from nature, would be 
answered, leading to 
peace and prosperity for 
all. The festival, which 
celebrates womanhood 
and nature, is being or-
ganized on a large scale 
under the guidance of  
Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy, highlighting the 
government’s commit-
ment to promoting cul-
tural traditions.

Ministers Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy, Jupally 

Krishna Rao, Seethakka, 
and Konda Surekha were 
also present at the event, 
underscoring the collec-
tive effort to make the 
festival a resounding 
success. The atmosphere 
was filled with joy and 
excitement as partici-
pants and spectators 
alike immersed them-
selves in the festivities. 
A highlight of  the even-
ing was a powerful 
dance-drama based on 
the li fe  of  Chakali 
Ailamma, a celebrated 
heroine of  the Telanga-
na armed struggle. This 
performance served as a 

poignant reminder of  
the strength and resil-
ience of  women.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister’s words reso-
nated deeply with the au-
dience, particularly his 
emphasis on the finan-
cial empowerment of  
women. He stated that it 
is his wish for women 
across the state to not 
only thrive spiritually 
but also to achieve finan-
cial independence and 
prosperity. The festival, 
therefore, is not just a 
cultural event but also a 
symbol of  progress and 

empowerment. As the 
celebrations continue for 
the next nine days, the 
state hopes for a bounty 
of  blessings and a bright-
er future. This festive pe-
riod provides an oppor-
tunity for communities 
to come together, cele-
brate their shared iden-
tity, and reinforce the 
values of  unity and har-
mony. The spirit of  
Bathukamma, with its 
vibrant floral arrange-
ments and devotional 
songs, truly reflects the 
soul of  Telangana.

The Spirit of Bathukamma
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TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
Te l a n g a n a  B J P 
State  President 
Shri Ramchandra 
Rao has drawn at-

tention to a critical issue 
affecting the residents 
and agricultural commu-
nity of  Puttapaka in Ya-
dadri Bhuvanagiri Dis-
trict.1 The villagers are 
facing significant hard-
ship due to the revised 
alignment of  the south-
ern portion of  the Re-
gional Ring Road (RRR). 
T h i s  n ew  ro u t e  i s 
planned to run directly 
through their fertile, cul-
tivable land, which is the 
cornerstone of  their 
livelihood.

During his visit to the 
area, farmers expressed 
their profound distress 
to Ramchandra Rao. 
They explained that ac-
quiring their farmland 
for this infrastructure 
project would result in 
substantial financial 
losses and jeopardize 
their very existence. 
They have appealed to 
the government to cancel 
the current plan and con-
duct a new survey.2 The 
farmers believe a viable 
solution exists by rerout-
ing the road to utilize 

nearby hilly terrain that 
is unsuitable for farm-
ing. This alternative 
would preserve their val-
uable croplands while 
still allowing for the 
completion of  the road 
project.

 The farmers empha-
sized their vulnerability 
as small and marginal 
landholders, stating that 
the proposed alignment 
places an unbearable fi-
nancial burden on them. 
Their anxiety stems 
from the fear of  losing 
the lands that have sus-
tained their families for 
generations.

After a patient and 
careful hearing of  their 
concerns, Shri Ram-
chandra Rao gave his as-
surance that he would 
personally raise the 
matter with the appro-
priate authorities. He 

stressed that the govern-
ment has a fundamental 
obligation to protect its 
farmers’ lands and en-
sure their livelihoods 
are not compromised. 
He strongly urged the 
state government to 
conduct a thorough re-
view of  the RRR align-
ment and make a deci-
sion that protects the 
interests of  the agricul-
tural community.3 This 
issue underscores the 
delicate balance be-
tween modern develop-
ment and the preserva-
tion of  traditional 
livelihoods. Ramchan-
dra Rao’s intervention 
provides a glimmer of  
hope for the beleaguered 
farmers who are desper-
ately seeking a resolu-
tion that respects their 
rights and secures their 
future.

Telangana BJP Leader 
Advocates for Farmers’ 
Rights on RRR Alignment

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: A 
book titled “Amma 
Odi Naa Telanga-
na,” authored by 
volunteer Nagen-

der, was launched at the 
BITS Pilani Auditorium 
in Medchal Malkajgiri. 
The event was attended 
by notable figures, in-
cluding Governor Bish-
nu Dev Verma, former 
Governor Bandaru Dat-
tatreya, MP Etala Ra-
jender,  and several 
MLAs. The book, a prod-
uct of  Nagender’s year-
and-a-half-long journey 
across Telangana, docu-
ments his experiences 
and observations on the 
culture and traditions of  
rural life.

Speaking at the event, 
MP Etala  Rajender 
praised Nagender’s self-
less dedication to his re-
search, noting that the 
cooperation he received 
from villagers and gov-
ernment officials alike is 
a testament to the sup-
port society gives to 
those who serve the pub-
lic without personal 
gain. Drawing from his 
own extensive political 

career, Rajender empha-
sized the importance of  
direct engagement to un-
derstand societal prob-
lems. He stated that true 
comprehension comes 
from firsthand experi-
ence, which is necessary 
for providing accurate 
solutions. He contrasted 
this with merely gather-
ing information, which 
he said, is insufficient 
for  f inding precise 
answers.

Rajender also touched 
upon the persistent chal-

lenges facing India de-
spite 79 years of  inde-
pendence. He cited the 
progress made under 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s leadership, 
highlighting Modi’s fo-
cus on people-oriented 
governance. Rajender 
used the example of  the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), noting its im-
mense growth in collec-
tions from ₹73,000 crores 
to ₹2.5 lakh crores. He 
also mentioned India’s 
global leadership in digi-

tal payments as a result 
of  a single policy deci-
sion, illustrating the 
power of  small but im-
pactful changes.

Despite these advance-
ments,  Rajender ac-
knowledged the signifi-
cant disparities that 
remain, particularly in 
tribal areas where basic 
facilities are still lacking. 
He noted the growing gap 
between the rich and 
poor and assured the au-
dience that the govern-
ment is implementing 

policies to address these 
inequities. He spoke of  
the vision for a prosper-
ous Telangana, free from 
hunger, but cautioned 
against the state falling 
into a debt trap. He 
pledged to work hard to 
elevate Telangana’s eco-
nomic standing and as-
sured Nagender that po-
litical leaders would 
utilize his valuable re-
search for the benefit of  
the state’s citizens.

 In his address, Nagen-
der shared details of  his 
journey, which included 
visiting over 8,000 villag-
es and 4,400 government 
schools, as well as every 
irrigation project. In-
spired by his mother’s 
advice to serve his coun-
try, he announced his 
commitment to working 
for the people in the 
fields of  education and 
health. He also declared 
his decision to adopt Pa-
tharota village, the birth-
place of  tribal hero 
Komaram Bheem. The 
event, also attended by 
Nagender’s parents, was 
a celebration of  his dedi-
cation and a call to ac-
tion for further social 
progress.

“Amma Odi Naa Telangana” Book 
Release Highlights Rural Issues

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
Union Minister of  
State for Home Af-
fairs, Bandi San-
jay Kumar, paid 

his respects to the late 
Konda Laxman Bapuji 
on his death anniversa-
ry in Karimnagar, ac-
companied by local BJP 
leaders.1 Following the 
tribute, the minister ad-
dressed the media, de-
livering a powerful 
speech that simultane-
ously honored the Tel-
angana stalwart and 
took aim at his political 
opponents.2

Sanjay praised Konda 
Laxman Bapuji as a 
monumental figure in 
Telangana’s history, 
calling him the “flag of  
the Telangana move-

ment” and a symbol of  
the state’s self-respect. 
He noted Bapuji’s re-
markable journey, from 
being a leader of  the 
handloom cooperative 
movement to a key 
strategist against the 
Nizam’s rule.3 Sanjay 
also highlighted Bapu-
ji’s unwavering com-
mitment to his princi-
ples,  including his 
service as a lawyer who 
provided free legal aid 
to those arrested during 
the peasant ar med 
struggle.4 The minister 
recalled how Bapuji, at 
the age of  96, undertook 
a deeksha (protest fast) 
at Jantar Mantar in Del-
hi, demonstrating his 
sincerity towards the 
formation of  Telanga-
na. Sanjay urged the 
state government to of-

ficially celebrate Bapu-
ji’s birth and death an-
niversaries to ensure 
his legacy and sacrific-
es are remembered by 
future generations.5

 Shifting his focus to 
national issues, Sanjay 
challenged critics of  
the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) reforms.6 He 
criticized those who he 
said were making “use-
less” comments about 
the tax system, compar-
ing their remarks to 
idle chatter about food 
items like idli, dosa, 
and vada.7 He insisted 
that if  there are genu-
ine losses due to the re-
forms, they should be 
publicly stated with evi-
dence.8 Sanjay pointed 
out that Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man is a southerner 

and, if  there are any is-
sues,  they can be 
brought to her attention 
for a solution.9

He also announced 
that as part of  Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s birthday cele-
brations, a “Seva Pak-
shasava” will be organ-
ized from September 17 
to October 2.10 During 
this period, the party 
will conduct extensive 
awareness programs to 
educate the public on 
the benefits of  GST re-
forms and will also 
honor GST buyers and 
sellers.11 This initia-
tive, he said, is part of  
a larger effort to en-
sure that the positive 
impacts of  the govern-
ment’s policies are un-
d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e 
people.

Bandi Sanjay Pays Tribute to Konda Laxman Bapuji and Defends GST Reforms

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
Telangana Senior 
IPS Officer and 
TGS RTC Managing 
Director V.C. Sajja-

nar paid a heartfelt trib-
ute to the Organization 
for Counter Terrorist 
Operations (OCTOPUS), 
praising its invaluable 
service in combating ter-
rorism. Speaking at a 
“Get-Together” event 
called ‘OCTOPUS Com-
mando Pillars’ at the 
TGS Police First Battal-
ion in Yousufguda, Hy-
derabad, Sajjanar under-
scored the Telangana 
unit’s vast experience 
and its standing as a 
highly effective force 
nationally.

The event brought to-
gether former officers of  
the elite unit, and Sajja-
nar shared his own mem-

ories from his time serv-
ing with OCTOPUS. He 
recalled how the unit 
was established by the 
former Andhra Pradesh 
government following 
the horrific twin blasts 
at Gokul Chat and Lum-
bini Park. Sajjanar spoke 
with pride about his role 
in the organization, 
highlighting the rigor-
ous training, challeng-
ing operations, and a 
strong sense of  team-
work that left an indeli-
ble mark on him.

Sajjanar attributed 
OCTOPUS’s growth into 
a powerful force, now 
comparable to the Na-
tional Security Guard 
(NSG), to the collective 
dedication of  its mem-
bers. He believes that 
such gatherings are vital 
for reinforcing camara-
derie and motivating fu-
ture commandos. He en-

couraged the organizers 
to maintain this tradi-
tion, seeing it as a way to 
f o s t e r  a  l a s t i n g 
community.

In a forward-looking 
proposal, he called for 
the creation of  an NGO 
named ‘OCTOPUS Pil-
lars’ to support the wel-
fare of  former mem-
b e r s .  T h e  e v e n t 
concluded with Sajja-
nar honoring comman-
dos who had served in 
both the Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh OCTO-
PUS units. The occasion 
was attended by several 
distinguished guests, 
including retired IG 
Murali Krishna, Battal-
ion DIGs Sunny and 
Prasad Babu, and re-
t ired  Commandant 
Ramakrishna, all of  
whom recognized the 
enduring legacy of  the 
OCTOPUS force.

V.C. Sajjanar Lauds OCTOPUS’s 
Crucial Role in Counter-Terrorism

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
Hyderabad’s May-
or, Gadwal Vijay-
alakshmi, has of-
fered her heartfelt 

greetings to all women 
as the Bathukamma fes-
tival commences. In her 
message, she highlight-

ed the festival’s deep 
cultural roots, calling it 
a true symbol of  Telan-
gana’s rich traditions 
and heritage.

The mayor expressed 
her hope that the nine-
day floral festival would 
illuminate the lives of  
residents across the 
Greater Hyderabad re-

gion. Bathukamma, 
which celebrates the 
beauty of  nature and 
the spirit of  woman-
hood, holds a special 
place in the hearts of  
the people of  Telanga-
na.1 The festival in-
volves women meticu-
l o u s l y  a r r a n g i n g 
flowers in a conical 

shape, an act of  worship 
and a tribute to Goddess 
Gauri.2 This traditional 
practice, which culmi-
nates in the immersion 
of  the floral arrange-
ments in a water body, is 
not just a religious 
event but also a power-
f u l  c o m m u n a l 
gathering.3

 The mayor’s wishes 
come as the city pre-
pares for a grand cele-
bration, with various 
events planned to honor 
the festival. Her mes-
sage underscored the 
government’s commit-
ment to preserving and 
promoting these cultur-
al traditions, which are 

integral to the state’s 
identity. As women 
across the city come to-
gether to sing, dance, 
and celebrate, the may-
or’s message serves as a 
beacon of  hope and a 
reminder of  the joy and 
unity that Bathukamma 
brings to the people of  
Hyderabad.

Hyderabad Mayor Extends Warm Wishes for Bathukamma

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21:Tel-
angana’s Transport 
Minister, Ponnam Prab-
hakar, has expressed 
profound concern re-

garding a reported signifi-
cant increase in the United 
States’ H-1B visa fees. This 
development is expected to 
have a considerable impact 
on a large number of  Indian 
professionals, particularly 
those hailing from Telangana 
and the broader technology 
sector. The minister high-
lighted the serious ramifica-
tions of  the proposed fee, re-
portedly reaching close to Rs. 
90 lakh, or approximately 
USD 100,000. He stated that 
this dramatic rise could jeop-
ardize the careers of  many 
talented Indian professionals, 
negatively affect the nation’s 
IT exports, and dampen the 
aspirations of  countless 
young individuals seeking 
global opportunities.

Hyderabad, a flourishing 

IT hub, is a major source of  
highly skilled workers who 
migrate to the United States 
annually on H-1B visas. The 
minister pointed out that the 
strength of  the relationship 
between India and the U.S. is 
built on the free exchange of  
talent and technology. He 
warned that such an abrupt 
and exorbitant hike would in-
troduce a great deal of  uncer-
tainty for both young profes-
sionals and multinational 
corporations. Minister Prab-
hakar urgently called upon 
the Indian government to ad-
dress this critical issue 
through diplomatic channels, 
prioritizing the protection of  
I n d i a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ’ 
interests.

In his appeal, the minister 
also urged IT companies, var-
ious industry associations, 
and NRI communities to form 
a united front. He believes 
that a collective effort would 
effectively communicate the 
potential far-reaching eco-
nomic consequences of  this 

policy change to the U.S. ad-
ministration. The goal is to 
make them understand the 
broader impact beyond just a 
fee adjustment.

Furthermore, Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar assured 
the public that the Telangana 
government would provide 
comprehensive support to the 
families and professionals 
who are affected by this poli-
cy. He committed to working 
closely with the Union Gov-
ernment to secure opportuni-
ties for the state’s skilled 
workforce. The minister’s 
statement underscores the 
Telangana government’s ded-
ication to its citizens and its 
willingness to intervene on 
their behalf  in international 
matters that affect their eco-
nomic future. This situation 
has created considerable anx-
iety among the tech commu-
nity, and the government’s 
quick response is aimed at 
mitigating some of  that con-
cern while actively seeking a 
solution.

Telangana Minister Voices 
Alarm Over H-1B Visa Fee Hike

TPN Bureau,

H
yderabad, Sept 21: 
B J P  Te l a n g a n a 
State President N. 
Ramchandra Rao 
extended his heart-

felt congratulations to 
the Akhil Bharatiya Vid-
yarthi Parishad (ABVP) 
for its sweeping victory 
in the Hyderabad Cen-
tral University (HCU) 
student union elections.1 
This win, he stated, is a 
clear confirmation that 
ABVP is the sole organi-
zation representing the 
genuine interests and as-
pirations of  the student 
community.

Ramchandra Rao ad-
dressed past attempts by 
opposition parties to ma-
lign ABVP and BJP by 
spreading false informa-
tion in the wake of  the 
Rohith Vemula incident. 
He accused these parties 
of  trying to create divi-
sions among students 
along the lines of  caste 
and religion. The elec-
tion outcome, he assert-
ed, serves as a powerful 
refutation of  these “left-
ist and divisive forces” 
that seek to create chaos 
on campus. 

The BJP leader credit-
ed ABVP’s success to its 
core principles of  patri-
otism, nationalism, and 
dedication to student 
welfare. He noted that 
the students have once 
again demonstrated 
their trust in these ide-

als, leading to a resound-
ing victory. This renewed 
confidence, he added, 
will motivate ABVP to 
work with even greater 
responsibility. He em-
phasized that organiza-
tions like ABVP and BJP, 
rooted in nationalist 
principles, serve as an 
inspiration for India’s 
youth, while alliances 
based on foreign and di-
visive ideologies cannot 
gain traction among 
students.

Ramchandra Rao high-
lighted the fractured 
state of  the opposition 
on campus, noting that 
despite the presence of  
12-13 student unions at 
HCU, none dared to con-
test the elections inde-
pendently. He attributed 
this to their lack of  both 
numerical strength and 
ideolo gical  suppor t 
among the students. He 
stated that these groups, 
which often form allianc-
es, have an agenda of  
promoting anti-national 
politics while neglecting 
student-specific issues.

 The resounding win 
for ABVP, according to 
Ramchandra Rao, re-
flects a growing senti-
ment among students 
that prioritizes “nation 
first—caste and religion 
later.”3 This shift in 
mindset, he concluded, 
has provided ABVP with 
unprecedented support, 
leading to its historic 
triumph.

ABVP’s HCU Victory: A Triumph of 
Nationalism and Student Welfare



04 HYDERABAD, 22TH SEPTEMBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

HYDERABAD

A 
major demolition 
drive is under-
way in Gajulara-
maram, Qutbul-
lapur, as Hydra 

officials, with police 
support, are razing il-
legal structures on gov-
ernment land.1 The op-
eration, which began 
in survey numbers 307, 
329/1, and 342, has es-
calated with the pres-
ence of  Medchal-Mal-
kajgiri Collector Manu 
Chaudhary. Locals, in-
cluding families who 
have resided in small 
houses for nearly five 
years, are expressing 
t h e i r  a n g e r  a n d 
distress.2

While authorities 
are primarily target-
ing empty structures 
and those with com-
pound walls, they have 
promised to give resi-
dents of  occupied 
houses time to relo-
cate. The drive is fo-
cused on reclaiming 
271 acres of  govern-
ment land belonging to 
APSFC in survey num-

bers 307 and 308. The 
operation has created a 
volatile situation, par-
ticularly in Balayya 
Basti and Habib Basti, 
where locals are active-
ly resisting the demoli-
tion teams.

In Balayya Basti, 
women staged a unique 
protest by performing 
the Bathukamma festi-
val while holding elec-
trical wires, a symbolic 
gesture against the 
demolition. The emo-
tional pleas of  chil-
dren, who are now left 
without homes or elec-
tricity, underscore the 
human cost of  the 
drive. A tense atmos-
phere also prevailed in 
Habib Basti, where res-
idents threw stones at 
the JCBs attempting to 
tear down structures, 
leading to a clash with 
police. Authorities 
have detained one per-
son named Habib dur-
ing the scuffle.

Former Qutbullapur 
MLA Koona Srisailam 
Goud visited the site, 

expressing his concern 
for the affected resi-
dents. He criticized the 
previous BRS govern-
ment for allegedly en-
couraging land grab-
bing over the past 
decade and claimed 
that officials and pub-
lic representatives 
were complicit in these 
illegal activities. Goud 
emphasized that the 
current Congress gov-
ernment is committed 
to protecting the poor 
and assured the resi-
dents that they are on 
their side.

The large-scale op-
eration involves police, 
revenue, Hydra, and 
electricity officials, 
highlighting the coor-
dinated effort to clear 
the encroachments. 
The demolitions have 
brought into sharp fo-
cus the long-standing 
issue of  illegal con-
struction on govern-
ment property and the 
social consequences 
faced by those who 
have settled there.

Hyderabad Demolitions 
Spark Tense Protests

T
h e  G re at e r  H y -
derabad Municipal 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
(GHMC) recently or-
ganized a heart-

warming “Indie Puppy 
Adoption Fair” at KBR 
Park, a significant step 
toward promoting re-
sponsible pet owner-
ship.1 During the event, 
GHMC Chief  Veterinary 
Officer Dr. Vakeel made a 
passionate appeal to 
those who adopted pup-
pies, urging them to treat 
these animals as integral 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e i r 
families.

The fair, held on a Sun-
day morning, showcased 

27 healthy and vibrant 
native puppies. A total of  
16 puppies found their 
new homes, a testament 
to the community’s 
g rowing interest in 
adopting local breeds. Dr. 
Vakeel commended the 
individuals who came 
forward, highlighting 
their commendable love 
and affection for the ca-
nines. He also encour-
aged more people to par-
t i c i p a t e  i n  s u c h 
initiatives, emphasizing 
that caring for an animal 
can further strengthen 
familial bonds and bring 
immense joy.

Dr. Vakeel’s message 

centered on the idea that 
these Indian-origin pup-
pies, often called “in-
dies” or “desi dogs,” de-
serve the same care, love, 
and respect as any other 
pet. He stressed the im-
portance of  providing 
them with a safe, nurtur-
ing environment, proper 
nutrition, and regular 
veterinary care.  By 
choosing to adopt rather 
than purchase, he ex-
plained, people are help-
ing to reduce the number 
of  stray animals on the 
streets and giving a de-
serving  creature  a 
chance at a better life.

 The fair attracted a di-

verse crowd of  dog lov-
ers and concerned citi-
zens, who watched the 
proceedings with great 
interest. The event un-
derscored the GHMC’s 
commitment to animal 
welfare and its efforts to 
create a more compas-
sionate and humane ur-
ban environment. It was 
also an opportunity for 
the public to learn about 
the benefits of  adopting 
local breeds, which are 
generally well-adapted to 
the Indian climate and 
are known for their 
resilience.

The program saw the 
participation of  several 

key officials from the 
GHMC Veterinary de-
partment, including 
Deputy Director Dr. 
Chakrapani Reddy and 
Veterinary Assistant Di-
rector Dr.2 Vivekanand, 
along with other veteri-
nary officers. Their pres-
ence demonstrated the 
institutional support for 
this initiative. The fair’s 
success is expected to in-
spire similar events, fur-
ther popularizing the 
adoption of  native pup-
pies and encouraging a 
shift toward a culture of  
care and empathy for all 
animals.

GHMC Promotes Indie Puppy Adoption 
and Responsible Pet Ownership

A 
grand spiritual 
event, the Shri Sai 
Naam Shata Koti 
Maha Japa Yajna, 
is set to begin to-

morrow and will con-
tinue until February 4, 
2026. This significant 
undertaking aims to 
complete a total of  100 
crore recitations of  the 
sacred Sai Naam, a de-
votional effort organ-
ized to fulfill the desires 
of  devotees and pro-
mote global well-being. 
The announcement was 
made by B.V. Shyam Ku-
mar, the president of  
t h e  D i l s u k h n a g a r 
Shirdi Sai Baba San-

sthan Trust.
The inaugural cere-

mony will be a mo-
mentous occasion, 
with Swami Swa-
roopananda visiting 
the Dilsukhnagar Sai 
Baba Temple to for-
mally launch the pro-
gram. This act will set 
in motion a period of  
intense devotion and 
worship for the follow-
ers of  Sai Baba. Ac-
cording to trust mem-
bers, this prolonged 
event is a testament to 
the community’s un-
wavering faith and 
commitment to spirit-
ual practices.

In addition to this 
major event, the trust 
is also preparing to 
celebrate the Navratri 
festival in a magnifi-
cent manner. As part 
of  these festivities, a 
new idol of  Sai Baba 
will be installed on 
the second day of  Vi-
jayadashami, further 
enhancing the sancti-
ty of  the temple and 
providing a focal 
point for devotees’ 
prayers.

Former trust presi-
dent Mallaiah high-
l i g h t e d  t h a t  t h e 
Dilsukhnagar temple 
will mirror the spirit-

ual activities conduct-
ed at the main Shirdi 
shrine. This includes 
the daily organization 
of  food distribution 
programs, homas (sa-
cred fire rituals), and 
various forms of  wor-
ship. These regular 
events are designed to 
ensure that the temple 
remains a center of  
devotion and service, 
catering to the needs 
of  its community. The 
continuous perfor-
mance of  these rituals 
will provide a steady 
source of  spiritual sol-
ace and charitable 
work.

The trust officials 
underscored their 
commitment to serv-
ing the community 
and fostering a spirit 
of  unity and benevo-
lence. The upcoming 
events, particularly 
the extensive japa ya-
jna, are expected to 
draw a large number 
of  followers, creating 
a powerful atmos-
phere of  collective 
prayer. The organiz-
ers believe that this 
prolonged period of  
devotion will bring 
peace, prosperity, and 
blessings to everyone 
involved.

Sri Sai Naam Shata Koti Japa Maha Yajna to Begin

T
PCC President and 
MLC Shri Mahesh 
Kumar Goud inau-
gurated the Rajiv 
Gandhi Disability 

T20 Championship 2025 
at Uppal Stadium, speak-
ing on the importance of  
sports and the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
their development.1 He 
fondly recalled former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi as a leader who 
possessed a great love for 
sports, highlighting a leg-
acy the current govern-
ment aims to uphold.2

Addressing the audi-
ence, Goud announced 

that the gover nment 
would strive to establish 
another international-
level stadium, similar to 
the one in Uppal, in the 
state’s “Fourth City.”3 He 
praised Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy’s passion 

for athletics and stated 
that under his leader-
ship, the government is 
giving special attention 
to sports development 
with a goal of  making 
Telangana a sports hub 
b y  t h e  u p c o m i n g 

Olympics.4
Sharing a personal 

connection, the TPCC 
President mentioned his 
own experience as a 
cricket enthusiast and 
former captain of  the 
Nizamabad Cricket Blue 
team.5 This personal an-
ecdote added weight to 
his call for parental in-
volvement, as he urged 
parents to motivate 
their children to pursue 
sports.6 He stressed that 
sports offer more than a 
career path; they con-
tribute to an individu-
al’s holistic develop-
m e n t  a n d 

character-building.
The inauguration of  

this tournament for ath-
letes with disabilities is a 
testament to the govern-
ment’s focus on inclusiv-
ity within sports. By pro-
viding a platform for 
these talented individu-
als, the event aligns with 
the broader vision of  cre-
ating a supportive envi-
ronment for all athletes 
in Telangana. The cham-
pionship not only pro-
motes the spirit of  com-
petition but also sends a 
powerful message about 
e q u a l i t y  a n d 
opportunity.

Mahesh Kumar Goud Inaugurates 
Disability T20 Championship

T
h e  C y b e r a b a d 
Traffic Police con-
ducted a major 
drunk driving en-
forcement drive 

over the past weekend, 
apprehending a total of  
490 individuals for 
driving under the influ-
ence of  alcohol. This 
special operation was a 
concentrated effort to 
curb impaired driving 
and enhance road safe-
ty in the region.

A detailed break-
down of  the cases by 
vehicle type revealed 
that two-wheelers ac-
counted for the major-
ity of  the offenses, with 
384 riders being caught. 
This was followed by 
four-wheelers, with 79 
cases, three-wheelers 
with 20, and heavy ve-
hicles with 7. The po-
lice department is tak-
ing a serious stance 
against all forms of  
drunk driving, regard-
less of  the vehicle type.

The Blood Alcohol 
Concentration (BAC) 
levels of  the offenders 
varied, with most fall-
ing into the lower 

range.1 Specifically, 432 
individuals had a BAC 
l e ve l  b e t w e e n  3 5 
mg/100 ml and 200 
mg/100 ml. A smaller 
but still concerning 
group of  42 offenders 
had BAC levels ranging 
from 201 mg/100 ml to 
300 mg/100 ml. Fur-
thermore, 16 individu-
als were caught with 
exceptionally high 
BAC levels, ranging 
from 301 mg/100 ml to 
550 mg/100 ml, high-
lighting a severe disre-
gard for public safety.

All of  the apprehend-
ed offenders will be 
presented before the 
Honorable Court for le-
gal proceedings. The 
Cyberabad Police has 
issued a stern warning 
that drunk driving is a 
grave offense and will 
be dealt with severely.2 
The statement reiter-
ated that if  an individ-
ual is found to be driv-
ing while intoxicated 
and causes a fatal acci-
dent,  they will  be 
charged under Section 
105 of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.3 
This law addresses 

“Culpable Homicide 
Not Amounting to Mur-
der” and can result in a 
punishment of  up to 10 
years of  imprisonment 
in addition to a fine.4

In a review of  the 
previous week’s cases 
(from September 15 to 
September 20), a total 
of  199 drunk driving 
cases were resolved in 
the courts. Of  these, 
187 individuals were is-
sued fines, while 12 
were sentenced to jail. 
The jail terms varied, 
with four persons re-
ceiving a one-day sen-
tence and five persons 
receiving a two-day 
sentence. Additionally, 
17 individuals were as-
signed social service as 
part of  their penalty, 
demonstrating the 
courts’ use of  alterna-
tive punishments to re-
habilitate offenders 
and make them aware 
of  their civic responsi-
bilities. This multifac-
eted approach by the 
police and judiciary 
aims to create a strong 
deterrent against driv-
ing under the influence 
of  alcohol.

Cyberabad Police 
Intensifies Drunk 
Driving Enforcement
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A 
large-scale Ram 
Leela festival is 
set to be held for 
the first time in 
Chintakunta as 

part of  the upcoming 
Dussehra celebrations. 
Organized by Manju-
natha Youth Friends, 
the event will take 
place on the second 
day of  October at the 
SSRP Canal. This ini-
tiative marks a signifi-
cant cultural addition 
to the village’s festive 
calendar, bringing the 
traditional dramatic 
retelling of  the Rama-
y a n a  t o  t h e 
community.

In a show of  support, 
local MLA Gangula 
Kamalakar unveiled 
the event’s wall post-
ers at his camp office. 
He expressed his ap-
preciation for the Man-
junatha Youth Friends 

and their leader, Gur-
rala Jayaprakash Red-
dy, for organizing the 
festival. The MLA em-
phasized the deep de-
votion with which peo-
ple celebrate Dussehra 
and praised the youth 
group for their com-
mendable effort in 
bringing the Ram Lee-
l a  f e s t i v a l  t o 
Chintakunta.

The organizers have 
encouraged a large 
public turnout to en-
sure the success of  the 
event. The festival is 
expected to attract res-
idents from Chin-
takunta and surround-
ing areas, providing a 
communal space for 
celebration and cultur-
al enrichment.

Several local leaders 
and community mem-
bers attended the post-
er unveiling, demon-

strating a unified front 
in support of  the festi-
val. These included 
former Library Chair-
man Enugu Ravinder 
R e d d y,  f o r m e r 
Kothapalli Mandal 
Vice MPP Bhukya 
Tirupati Nayak, for-
mer Corporator Bona-
la Srikanth, BRS Party 
Mandal General Secre-
tary Renigunta Raju, 
and various other lead-
ers such as Bejjanki 
Sampath, Manikantha 
Goud,  and Kamal 
Goud. Their presence 
highlights the local 
community’s enthusi-
asm and collaboration 
in making this cultur-
al event a reality. The 
inaugural Ram Leela 
festival is anticipated 
to be a grand success, 
laying the foundation 
for an enduring tradi-
tion in the village.

Ram Leela Festival to 
Debut in Chintakunta

A
ndela Sriramulu, 
the BJP in-charge 
for the Mahesh-
waram constitu-
ency and Ran-

gareddy District Local 
Bodies Election Con-
vener, has taken a pro-
active step to address a 
persistent sanitation 
problem in CN Reddy 
Colony. Residents of  the 
colony, located within 
the Badangpet Munici-
pal Corporation, have 
been struggling with a 
significant issue for 
several years: unidenti-
fied individuals dump-
ing garbage on the 
main road at night. De-
spite numerous com-
plaints, the problem 
has remained unre-
solved, leading to foul 
smells and unhygienic 
conditions.

 As part of  the “Seva 

Pakhwada” program, 
organized to celebrate 
the birthday of  Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, Sriramulu par-
ticipated in a “Swachh 
Bharat” initiative in 
the area. After person-
ally assessing the situa-
tion and listening to the 
residents’ grievances, 
he took matters into his 
own hands. Sriramulu 
funded and installed a 
green mat fence at his 
own expense to physi-
cally prevent people 
from dumping waste on 
the road.

This innovative solu-
tion has been met with 
great appreciation from 
the community. Resi-
dents of  the colony ex-
pressed their gratitude 
for Sriramulu’s action, 
which directly tackles 
the source of  the prob-

lem. They also high-
lighted the importance 
of  his initiative, hoping 
it will inspire local gov-
ernment and municipal 
officials to adopt simi-
lar measures in other 
affected areas. The resi-
dents believe this crea-

tive and effective ap-
proach could be a model 
for improving cleanli-
ness and public health 
across the municipality. 
Sriramulu’s effort dem-
onstrates a commit-
ment to community 
welfare and a hands-on 

approach to local gov-
ernance. His actions 
have not only provided 
a temporary fix but 
have also brought atten-
tion to a critical civic 
issue that requires 
long-ter m solutions 
from the authorities.

BJP Leader Andela Sriramulu Addresses 
Garbage Issue with Innovative Solution

H
yderabad’s rapid 
urbanization has 
created a paradoxi-
cal situation where 
the city, despite re-

ceiving significant rain-
fall, faces a serious wa-
ter scarcity issue. As 
more residential and 
commercial spaces are 
covered with concrete, 
rainwater is unable to 
permeate the ground, 
leading to a critical drop 
in groundwater levels. 
This depletion has re-
sulted in a surge in de-
mand for water tankers, 
which supply water for 
daily needs.1 In re-
sponse, Hyderabad In-
charge Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar has 
called for a city-wide ef-
fort, urging everyone to 
work together like an 
“army” to conserve wa-

t e r  a n d  i n c r e a s e 
groundwater.

The central tenet of  
this strategy is the wide-
spread construction of  
recharge pits, known lo-
cally as inkudu gunthas. 
This method not only re-
plenishes the groundwa-
ter but also serves as a 
critical measure to pre-
vent urban flooding dur-
ing heavy rains. To en-
sure its implementation, 
the Hyderabad Metro 
Water Works has made it 
mandatory to install 
these pits for all new and 
existing drain connec-
tions. The Water Board 
is also offering technical 
support from qualified 
geologists to ensure 
these structures are 
built scientifically for 
maximum effectiveness.

Government regula-

tions already require 
inkudu guntha construc-
tion for houses built on 
plots larger than 300 
square meters. The min-
ister has also urged offi-
cials to identify proper-
ties that have neglected 
this requirement. In ad-
dition to individual 
houses, the plan includes 
constructing public re-
charge pits in common 
areas of  colonies, gov-
ernment schools, and 
near dry borewells.2 The 
Hyderabad Metro Water 
Works, in collaboration 
with GHMC and HMDA, 
has set an ambitious tar-
get of  creating approxi-
mately 16,000 such struc-
tures this year.3 This 
c o m p r e h e n s ive  a p -
proach aims to create a 
sustainable water future 
for the metropolis.

The Imperative of Rainwater 
Harvesting in Hyderabad

T
he Telangana gov-
ernment has offi-
cially changed the 
state’s identity to 
‘TG’ from the previ-

ous ‘TS’. Following this 
directive, Hyderabad Po-
lice Commissioner C.V. 
Anand issued a mandate 
for all police vehicles 
within the city commis-
sionerate to undergo a 
complete re-branding. 
This extensive process 
involves removing the 
old ‘Telangana State Po-
lice’ stickers and replac-
ing them with new ‘Tel-
angana Police’ decals.1

The Central Armed 
Reserve (C.A.R.) Head-
quarters officials have 
spearheaded this mas-
sive operation.2 They 
have already overseen 
the re-stickering of  188 
government vehicles. 
The project, which in-
curred an approximate 
cost of  ₹1.6 crore, encom-
passed a comprehensive 
vehicle makeover. Be-
yond just the new stick-
ers, the work included 
machine polishing, dent-
ing, and painting on 
bumpers, doors, and var-
ious panels to ensure 
each vehicle was in pris-
tine condition.3

On Sunday, as per the 
Commissioner’s instruc-
tions, C.A.R. officials of-
ficially put 134 patrol ve-
hicles back into service. 
These vehicles, now 

sporting their new iden-
tity, are expected to play 
a crucial role in main-
taining law and order, 
preventing criminal ac-
tivity, and ensuring a 
swift response to emer-
gencies.4 The police 
force believes that this 
visible change will also 
reinforce their presence 
and authority in the city.

The re-stickering pro-
cess is ongoing. The 
C.A.R. Headquarters an-
nounced that other vehi-
cles within the Hy-
derabad City Police’s 
jurisdiction, including 
those for the Traffic ACP, 
Inspector, pilot vehicles, 
and interceptors, will be 
completed in the upcom-
ing days. This systematic 
approach ensures that 
the entire fleet is brought 
up to the new standard.

Furthermore, clear in-
structions have been giv-
en to all vehicle drivers to 
maintain their vehicles’ 
cleanliness and proper 
condition. The initiative 
marks a significant visu-
al change for the Hy-
derabad police force, 
aligning it with the state’s 
new identity while also 
ensuring that all vehicles 
are in top operational 
shape for their duties. 
The Deputy Commission-
er of  Police of  the C.A.R. 
Headquarters confirmed 
these details and partici-
pated in the program.

T
he Excise Enforce-
ment Department in 
Shamshabad, under 
the jurisdiction of  the 
Cyberabad Police, has 

conducted a significant op-
eration, seizing a large 
quantity of  non-duty paid 
liquor. The coordinated 
raid resulted in the confis-
cation of  360 bottles of  for-
eign liquor, with an esti-
mated value of  ₹14.50 
lakhs.

On Sunday morning, a 
joint team led by the 
Shamshabad District Task 
Force (DTF) CI Pawan Ku-
mar and the Chevella SHO, 
along with other person-
nel, carried out the inspec-
tions. The excise staff  suc-
cessfully intercepted the 
shipment, which was 
found to contain a variety 
of  alcoholic beverages.

Further investigation 
by the Enforcement DTF 
staff  revealed that the 
seized liquor was smug-
gled into the state from 
various locations, includ-
ing Goa, Haryana, and 
Lucknow. This discovery 
highlights a significant il-
legal network for distrib-
uting alcohol across state 

lines, bypassing legal 
channels and evading tax-
es. The value of  the seized 
goods underscores the 
scale  o f  this  i l l ic i t 
activity.

 The raids were conduct-
ed under the direct super-
vision of  top excise offi-
cials, including Excise 
Enforcement Director 
Sanwas Qasim, Deputy 
Commissioner Dasharath, 
and Excise Superinten-
dent Krishnapriya. DTFC 
Praveen Kumar and other 
police officers played a key 
role in the operation, dem-
onstrating the concerted 
effort to crack down on the 
illegal liquor trade.

This successful raid is 
part of  an ongoing drive to 
curb the smuggling of  
non-duty paid liquor, 
which not only causes a 
significant loss of  revenue 
for the state but also poses 
risks to consumers. The 
excise department has 
been actively conducting 
similar operations in dif-
ferent parts of  Telangana 
to dismantle these illegal 
networks and ensure that 
all alcohol sales are legiti-
mate and regulated.

Massive Seizure of Non-Duty 
Paid Liquor in Shamshabad

Hyderabad Police 
Vehicles Receive 
New ‘TG’ Identity

O
n the death anni-
versary of  Acharya 
Ko n d a  L a x m a n 
Bapuji, TPCC Cam-
paign Committee 

Chairman and former 
MP Madhuyashki Goud 
paid his respects by gar-
landing the late leader’s 
statue at Tank Bund. He 
was joined by several 
other prominent figures, 
including Visharadhan 
Maharaj, Naragoni, and 
Jajula Srinivas Goud.

Speaking at the event, 
Madhuyashki  Goud 
fondly recalled his per-
sonal connection with 
Konda Laxman Bapuji, 
stating that he would 
never forget their many 
discussions on the for-
mation of  Telangana and 
other important issues 
during his time as a 
Member of  Parliament. 
He described Bapuji as a 
“great person” who up-
held values in politics 
and fought tirelessly for 
the state’s formation 

throughout his lifetime.
Madhuyashki Goud, 

however, argued that the 
dream of  a complete Tel-
angana has only been 
half-realized. He stated 
that while the state has 
been formed, the greater 
goal of  a “social Telan-
g ana” is  yet  to  be 
achieved. According to 
Goud, the true tribute to 
Konda Laxman Bapuji 
would be to ensure that 
the Bahujana communi-

ties—a term referring to 
a large segment of  the 
population, including 
backward classes, sched-
uled castes, and sched-
uled tribes—achieve 
statehood in its fullest 
sense. He called upon 
these communities to 
unite and work together 
to achieve this goal.

He criticized the pre-
vious BRS government’s 
ten-year rule, alleging 
that it had caused severe 

injustice to the BC, SC, 
and ST communities. In 
contrast, he assured the 
public that the current 
Congress Praja govern-
ment would prioritize 
all communities. He em-
phasized that the new 
administration is com-
mitted to listening to 
and resolving every-
one’s demands, marking 
a new chapter of  inclu-
sive governance in the 
state.

Madhu Goud Calls for Social Telangana 
on Konda Laxman Bapuji’s Anniversary

A 
l a r g e - s c a l e 
“heart health 
run” was re-
cently organ-
iz ed  on  Hy-

derabad’s  iconic 
N e c k l a c e  Ro a d , 
bringing together 
thousands of  people 
to raise awareness 
about cardiovascu-
lar well-being. The 
event, a collaborative 
effort between Apol-
lo Hospitals, Hy-
derabad, and the 
Cardiac Rehab Foun-
dation, aimed to 
highlight the critical 
role of  exercise and 
lifestyle adjustments 
in preventing prema-
ture heart attacks.

The run attracted 
a diverse crowd, in-
cluding fitness en-
thusiasts, two thou-
sand heart patients, 
and a large number 
of  doctors, all partic-
ipating with a shared 
purpose. The event 
featured different 
race categories—2K, 
5K, and 10K—with a 
route that stretched 
from Sanjeevaiah 
Park to People’s Pla-
za and back. This 
multi-distance for-
mat encouraged par-
ticipation from indi-
viduals of  all fitness 
levels, from seasoned 
runners to those who 
are just beginning 
t h e i r  h e a l t h 
journeys.

During the event, 
medical profession-
als emphasized that 
a proactive approach 
to health, including 
consistent physical 

activity and dietary 
modifications, is fun-
damental to main-
taining a healthy 
heart. They pointed 
out that the rising in-
cidence of  heart at-
tacks,  especially 
among younger indi-
viduals, is directly 
linked to modern-
day factors such as a 
sedentary lifestyle, 
high stress levels, 
and the consumption 
of  unhealthy, pro-
cessed foods.

Doctors  at  the 
event also spoke 
about the impor-
tance of  cardiac re-
habilitation, clarify-
ing that it is not just 
for post-surgery re-
covery. They stressed 
that systematic re-
hab programs and 
proper awareness 
can prevent up to 90 
percent of  heart at-
tacks. This message 
underscores the pow-
er of  preventive med-
icine and a holistic 
approach to cardio-
vascular health. The 
run served as a visu-
al demonstration of  
the community’s 
commitment to fit-
ness and a powerful 
platform for doctors 
to share their exper-
tise. The participa-
tion of  heart patients 
in the run was par-
ticularly inspiring, 
proving that with 
proper care and dedi-
cation, it is possible 
to live an active and 
healthy life even af-
t e r  a  c a r d i a c  
event.

Hyderabad Cardiac 
Run Promotes Heart 
Health Awareness
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J
ust as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 
returned from Tian-
jin on September 1, 
he tweeted his con-

dolences over the devas-
tating earthquake in Af-
ghanistan. The tweet 
drew an immediate re-
sponse from Giani Har-
preet Singh, former 
head priest of  the Akal 
Takht and Takht Sri 
Damdama Sahib, who 
positioned himself  as a 
leader in the fractured 
Sikh political land-
scape. Giani Ji, leading 
the Nawan Akali Dal, 
stressed that Punjab has 
been severely affected 
by floods, with nearly 
1,500 villages and 300,000 
people impacted since 
August 17,  and ex-
pressed disappointment 
at the Prime Minister’s 
absence.

While Modi immedi-
ately spoke to Punjab 
Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann and prom-

ised support, and Union 
Agriculture Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
visited flood-affected ar-
eas, the people of  Pun-
jab felt neglected. For 
many Sikhs, this deep-
ens long-standing dis-
trust toward New Delhi, 
rooted in the farmers’ 
protests and other his-
torical grievances. Crit-
ics argue that the BJP’s 
absence highlights po-
litical calculation, as 
Punjab remains a com-
plex battleground for 
the party.

The BJP has histori-
cally aimed to expand 
into states where it 
lacked power, including 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
and West Bengal. In 
Punjab, the party’s 
strategy relies on a di-
vided Sikh vote and con-
solidated Hindu sup-
port. Meanwhile, the 
growing influence of  
radical groups and sepa-
ratist propaganda, in-

cluding subtle narra-
tives  from abroad, 
further complicates the 
political landscape. ISI-
backed channels exploit 
divisions, promoting a 
sense of  alienation 
a m o n g  S i k h s  a n d 
Punjabis.

This moment pre-
sents both a challenge 
and an opportunity. In-
dia cannot repeat past 
mistakes, as seen dur-
ing the Mizoram fam-
ine of  the 1960s, when 
delayed central inter-
vention fueled insur-
gency. For the BJP and 
the Prime Minister, ad-
dressing Punjab’s crisis 
with urgency and em-
pathy is not only a po-
litical imperative but a 
national responsibility. 
Demonstrating solidar-
ity now could reinforce 
trust, strengthen unity, 
and prevent external 
actors from exploiting 
r e g i o n a l  v u l n e 
rabilities.

BJP’s Punjab Strategy Tested Amid Floods and Rising Alienation

GST Cut, Inflation Under 
Control: Optimism As 
Festival Season Approaches

P
resident Donald 
Trump is once 
again shaking up 
immigration poli-
cy, this time tar-

geting the H-1B visa 
program that allows 
U.S. companies to hire 
skilled foreign engi-
neers and tech profes-
sionals. Signed late Fri-
day night, the new 
regulations signifi-
cantly raise the cost of  
hiring foreign workers, 
forcing companies to 
reconsider their de-
pendence on imported 
talent.

Under the overhaul, 
companies must now 
pay $100,000 per H-1B 
worker—a steep in-
crease from previous 
fees. But the changes 

don’t stop there. The 
Trump administration 
is also revising prevail-
ing wage rules, requir-
ing that foreign visa-
holders earn the same 
salary as their Ameri-
can counterparts. This 
combination of  higher 
fees and wage parity is 
designed to discourage 
companies from rely-
ing on cheaper foreign 
labor and to tilt the la-
bor market toward U.S. 
workers.

The new rules pre-
serve H-1B visas as a 
last resort, allowing 
them only in fields 
where domestic talent 
is genuinely scarce. 
The administration ar-
gues this approach an-
swers longstanding 

complaints from critics 
that companies have 
become addicted to 
low-cost foreign em-
ployees, undermining 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
American workers. 
Supporters of  the re-
form say it is long over-
due, aiming to ensure 
that U.S. talent is prior-
itized in key sectors 
such as technology, en-
g i n e e r i n g ,  a n d 
research.

However, the plan is 
expected to face legal 
challenges, and not all 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  a r e 
pleased. Tech compa-
nies, in particular, may 
feel the pinch. For 
years, major corpora-
tions have relied on 
H-1B visas to fill gaps 

in highly specialized 
roles. Many leaders 
warn that restricting 
access to global talent 
could hurt innovation 
and economic growth. 
Deedy Das, a partner at 
M e n l o  Ve n t u r e s , 
summed up industry 
concerns on X, saying, 
“If  the U.S. ceases to at-
tract the best talent, it 
drastically reduces its 
ability to innovate and 
grow the economy.”

This is not the first 
time H-1B reforms have 
been proposed. Previ-
ous attempts stumbled 
after pushback from 
tech giants, including 
Elon Musk and Vivek 
Ramaswamy, who ar-
gued that stricter rules 
would hinder competi-

tiveness. Despite those 
warnings, the Trump 
administration is push-
ing forward, betting 
that American compa-
nies can meet their tal-
e n t  n e e d s 
domestically.

Whether this gamble 
succeeds depends on 
the willingness of  U.S. 
businesses to hire and 
train local workers, 
and on the courts’ re-
sponse to challenges. 
For now, the message is 
clear: foreign workers 
will no longer be the 
default choice for U.S. 
tech companies, and 
domestic talent will be 
given priority. The in-
dustry, however, braces 
f o r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
adjustment.

$100,000 H-1B visa is a 
gamble that could protect US jobs

A
s the festive sea-
son draws near, 
India finds itself  
in a rare moment 
of  economic and 

cultural optimism. 
Away from the turbu-
lence of  politics, floods, 
and global trade uncer-
tainties, the mood at 
home is brightening. A 
combination of  con-
trolled inflation, ra-
tionalized GST rates, 
and government-led in-
frastructure projects 
has set the stage for a 
season of  spending, 
travel, and celebration

The introduction of  
the new GST regime on 
September 22 comes at 
a symbolic and practi-
cal time. With the end 
of  Mahalaya Ama-
vasya, traditionally re-
garded as inauspicious 
for purchases, house-
holds are ready to 
splurge on everything 
from consumer dura-
bles to automobiles. Re-
search firm Crisil pre-
d i c t s  I n d i a  I n c ’s 
revenues could rise by 
6–7% this fiscal, thanks 
to GST cuts making key 
products more afforda-
ble. This, in turn, is ex-
pected to fuel demand 
and provide a strong 
push to industries al-
ready gearing up for 
the festive rush

Adding to consumer 

confidence is the steady 
fall in inflation. The re-
tai l  inf lat ion  rate 
dipped to 2.1% in Au-
gust 2025, well within 
the RBI’s comfort band. 
Combined with earlier 
income tax reforms that 
increased disposable in-
comes, families now 
have stronger purchas-
ing power and greater 
willingness to spend on 
festivities, travel, and 
household needs

Meanwhile, Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s inauguration of  
Rs 40,000 crore worth 
of  development pro-
jects in Bihar adds an-
other layer of  opti-
m i s m .  N e w 
infrastructure, includ-
ing the Purnea airport 
and Vande Bharat 
t r a i n s ,  p r o m i s e s 

smoother travel during 
peak festive migration 
when families return to 
their hometowns. For 
over 40,000 families re-
ceiving per manent 
housing under PMAY, 
this festive season will 
be remembered as one 
of  new beginnings and 
security

However, even amid 
cheer, challenges loom. 
India’s rising sugar 
consumption, especial-
ly through processed 
foods, has worsened 
health concerns. Re-
ports show over 101 
million Indians live 
with diabetes, while an-
other 136 million are 
pre-diabetic. The fes-
tive indulgence in 
sweets, though joyous, 
raises the need for 
greater community 

a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t 
healthier alternatives 
like organic treats, 
homemade delicacies, 
a n d  m i n d f u l 
consumption

Still, the overarching 
sentiment remains pos-
itive. From improved 
travel options to lower 
GST burdens, from new 
homes to rising in-
comes, the foundations 
for a vibrant festive 
season are firmly in 
place. India’s ability to 
balance celebration 
with caution—econom-
ic growth with health 
awareness—will define 
how the months ahead 
unfold. For now, the 
lamps are ready to be 
lit, homes ready to be 
adorned, and optimism 
ready to take center 
stage

R
evolutions often 
roar into history 
with chants, pro-
tests, and the fall of  
regimes. For a mo-

ment, it feels as though 
dawn has broken. Yet 
when the dust settles, the 
shadows of  fear, greed, 
and inequality remain. 
Thrones change, consti-
tutions are rewritten, but 
daily life falls back into 
the same rhythm of  cor-
ruption and despair. 
From Europe’s uprisings 
to America’s civil war, 
from Russia’s overthrow 
of  the Tsar to the Arab 
Spring, the cycle has re-
peated. Even in India, 
movements like Quit In-
dia or Sampoorna Kranti 
shook the empire but 
could not uproot the 
deeper malaise

Nepal’s student pro-
tests are the latest re-
minder. Young people 
have again braved bul-
lets, demanding freedom 
and equality. Their cour-
age is undeniable—near-
ly twenty lives were lost 
in recent demonstra-
tions—but history warns 
us that unless something 
deeper changes, today’s 
rebels often become to-
morrow’s establishment. 
Outrage flares on social 
media, hashtags trend, 
power changes hands, 
and disil lusionment 
returns.

The core truth is this: 

no corrupt system sur-
vives without the silent 
consent of  its people. If  
citizens’ minds remain 
clouded by fear and dis-
traction, rulers will mir-
ror that condition. Pow-
er has shifted from 
swords to screens; algo-
rithms now shape de-
sires and fears. Govern-
ments may fall, but if  
attention is still surren-
dered to the glow of  a de-
vice, little has truly 
changed

That is why revolu-
tions burn out. They re-
place faces without re-
placing blindness. Anger 
is raw fuel, but without 

direction it collapses into 
ashes. Imagine if  the 
same passion that filled 
Nepal’s streets were di-
rected at the greater cri-
sis—climate collapse. 
Forests vanish, heat-
waves kill thousands, 
species disappear, and yet 
the world barely march-
es. We rise for comfort 
but not for survival

Real revolutions begin 
within. A crowd cannot 
revolt; only individuals 
can. True freedom arises 
when a person dares to 
ask: Who shapes my de-
sires? What fears control 
me? Without such self-
inquiry, protests remain 

theatre. The most danger-
ous tyrant is not in pal-
aces but within the mind.

The first spark must 
burn in classrooms, in 
conversations, in the si-
lence of  awareness. A 
single awakened mind 
frightens tyranny more 
than a thousand stones in 
the street. Unless the in-
ner chains break, outer 
revolutions will always 
fail.

Freedom that endures 
is not the fall of  govern-
ments but the fall of  delu-
sion. Only then can sacri-
fice bear fruit,  and 
courage reach its true 
promise.

The First Fire Must Burn Within: 
Why Revolutions Fail Without 
Inner Awakening
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A 
day before the new 
reduced GST rates 
come into effect, 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 

Sunday urged citizens 
to promote ‘swadeshi’ 
goods and highlighted 
the economic benefits 
of  next-generation GST 
reforms, calling them a 
step forward for At-
manirbhar Bharat. Ad-
dressing the nation, 
Modi announced a ‘GST 
bachat utsav (savings 
festival)’ coinciding 
with the first day of  
Navratri, which, com-
bined with the existing 
income tax exemption, 
will create a “double bo-
nanza” for taxpayers 
and consumers.

“On the first day of  
Navratri, the country 
will take an important 
step for Atmanirbhar 
Bharat. With the sun-
rise tomorrow, the next-
generation GST reforms 
will come into effect. 
Everyone—from youths 
and women to farmers 
and traders—will bene-
fit,” Modi said, stressing 
that the reforms will ac-
celerate India’s growth, 
improve ease of  doing 
business, and attract 
investment.

Modi reflected on the 
journey of  GST since its 
introduction in 2017, 

noting that it realised 
the “one nation-one tax” 
dream and simplified a 
web of  levies that had 
burdened businesses 
and consumers.  He 
highlighted that income 
tax exemption up to Rs 
12 lakh, alongside GST 
reforms, will signifi-
cantly benefit the poor, 
middle class, and neo-
middle class, and pro-
vide a boost to MSMEs.

The GST Council, 
comprising the Centre 
and states, has decided 
to implement a two-tier 
GST structure: 5 and 18 
per cent for the majority 
of  goods and services, 40 
per cent on ultra-luxury 
items, while tobacco 

and related products re-
main at 28 per cent plus 
cess. About 375 items, 
including mass con-
sumption goods like 
ghee, butter, paneer, cof-
fee, ice cream, and aspi-
rational items like TVs, 
ACs, and washing ma-
chines, will become 
cheaper starting Sep-
tember 22.

PM Modi urged citi-
zens to take pride in 
buying and selling in-
digenous goods, draw-
ing a parallel between 
the Swadeshi movement 
that strengthened In-
dia’s independence and 
the role of  local prod-
ucts in empowering In-
dia’s prosperity.

PM Modi pitches for 
‘swadeshi’ goods

GST reforms will accelerate India’s growth story

TPN Correspondent | 

New Delhi

P
opular Assamese 
s i n g e r  Z u b e e n 
Garg’s body began 
its final journey 
home in Kahilipara 

from Guwahati airport 
on Sunday morning, 
with thousands of  fans 
lining the streets to 
catch a last glimpse of  
the beloved artiste. The 
emotionally charged 
convoy moved slowly 
through a sea of  mourn-
ers from all walks of  life, 

showering flowers on 
the ambulance carrying 
Garg’s casket as it cov-
ered the 25-kilometre 
route from Lokpriya 
Gopinath Bordoloi Inter-
national Airport to his 
residence.

As the flight carrying 
his body landed from 
Delhi, the casket was 
first brought out from 
the luggage section and 
placed near the runway. 
Garg’s wife, Garima Sai-
kia Garg, broke down 
and offered floral trib-
utes while placing an As-
samese ‘gamosa’ on the 

coffin. The coffin was 
later placed in a flower-
decked ambulance, ac-
companied by Garima, 
senior state officials, 
and a team of  musicians. 
Fans raised mobile 
phones to capture the 
moment, sang his songs, 
and chanted “Jai Zubeen 
da”  as  the  convoy 
progressed.

Assam Director Gen-
eral of  Police Harmeet 
Singh and Guwahati Po-
lice Commissioner Par-
thasarathi Mahanta 
walked ahead to clear 
the way. The singer’s fa-

vo u r i t e  o p e n  j e e p, 
adorned with his por-
trait, also formed part of  
the procession. Devoted 
fans held cut-outs and 
‘gamosas’ bearing the 
words “Z G (Zubeen 
Garg) Forever,” express-
ing grief  over his sud-
den demise.

Garg’s mortal remains 
will first be kept at his 
Kahilipara residence for 
about ninety minutes to 
allow family members, 
including his 85-year-old 
ailing father, to pay their 
respects. Later, the body 
will be moved to the Ar-

jun Bhogeswar Baruah 
Sports Complex, where 
the public can pay hom-
age from 9 am to 7 pm.

The singer, who mes-
merised audiences for 
over three decades with 
more than 38,000 songs 
in 40 languages and dia-
lects, passed away in Sin-
gapore while swimming 
in the sea without a life 
jacket. Details of  his last 
rites are yet to be final-
ised, with the Assam 
Cabinet expected to de-
cide on the cremation 
v e n u e  o n  S u n d a y 
evening.

Thousands Mourn as Singer Zubeen Garg’s 
Mortal Remains Begin Final Journey Home

TPN Correspondent | 

Delhi

T
he Tamil Nadu gov-
e r n m e n t  h a s 
p u s h e d  b a c k 
a g a i n s t  a c t o r -
turned-politician 

Vijay’s recent allega-
t i o n s  d u r i n g  h i s 
Thaizhaga Vetrika-
zhagam campaign in 
Nagapattinam, issuing 
a fact-check on his 
claims regarding tidal 
forests, maritime col-
leges, and police re-
strictions. The ruling 
DMK dismissed his 
charges as misinforma-

tion, even as Vijay di-
rectly challenged Chief  
Minister MK Stalin, 
asking, “Are you threat-
ening me, Chief  Minis-
ter Sir?”

Vijay had alleged that 
the government failed 
to protect tidal forests 
designed to prevent soil 
erosion. In response, 
the DMK highlighted 
that the state’s man-
grove area has doubled 
from 45 sq km in 2021 to 
90 sq km. Specifically, 
government data shows 
mangroves now cover 
586 hectares in Nagapa-
ttinam and 521 hectares 
in Mayiladuthurai.

He also claimed Na-
gapattinam lacked a 
maritime college. The 
government countered 
that the Tamil Nadu Dr 
J Jayalalithaa Fisher-
ies University is opera-
tional in the district. 
On alleged police re-
strictions, Vijay ac-
cused the DMK of  tar-
geting his campaign 
while sparing national 
leaders. Officials clari-
fied that 20 conditions 
were imposed on Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s rally in Chennai 
on April 9, 2024.

On the second day of  
his campaign, Vijay 

broadened his attack on 
the ruling party, em-
phasizing his long-
standing support for 
fishermen. “Vijay is al-
ways a fisherman’s 
friend,” he said, recall-
ing efforts to highlight 
atrocities faced by fish-
ermen in Madurai and 
2011 meetings con-
demning attacks on the 
community. He also 
stressed support for Sri 
Lankan Tamils, criti-
cizing the BJP for dif-
ferentiating between 
groups and calling for 
permanent solutions.

Vijay further ques-
tioned Stalin’s foreign 

trips, suggesting they 
may prioritize family 
investments over state 
development. He al-
leged disruptions to his 
campaign meetings, cit-
ing incidents in Ari-
yalur and Trichy where 
power cuts and restric-
tions on gestures were 
imposed. Concluding, 
he directly addressed 
the Chief  Minister, 
“Are you threatening 
me?”

This escalating politi-
cal clash highlights ten-
sions between Vijay’s 
new political ambitions 
and the DMK ahead of  
upcoming elections.

Vijay Clashes with DMK, Questions Stalin Over Campaign Restrictions in TN

TPN Correspondent | 

Delhi

U
nion Minister Kiren 
Rijiju on Sunday 
h i g h l i g h t e d  re -
marks made by for-
mer Foreign Secre-

tary Kanwal Sibal, who 
criticised Congress Pres-
i d e n t  M a l l i k a r j u n 
Kharge’s response to the 
recent H-1B visa policy 
announced by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump. Rij-
iju said that while there 
is room for political de-
bate, national interests 
demand a united stance.

Kharge had earlier 
linked the visa policy to 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s personal rap-
port with Trump, sug-
gesting that Indians 
were hurt by what he 
termed the “gifts” Modi 
received following a re-
cent birthday call from 
the US President. Kharge 
argued that foreign poli-
cy should prioritize In-
dia’s interests and be 
guided by balanced di-
plomacy rather than 
public displays of  friend-
ship such as slogans and 
bear hugs.

In response, Sibal 

s h a r p l y  c r i t i c i s e d 
Kharge, saying that 
b l a m i n g  M o d i  f o r 
Trump’s decision under-
mines India’s position at 
a time when a united 
f r o n t  i s  n e c e s s a r y 
against external pres-
sures. Sibal noted that 
Trump has taken similar 
actions against other al-
lies, including Europe 
and Japan, and empha-
sised that India’s firm 
stance had already chal-
lenged the US approach.

Sibal further ques-
tioned whether the oppo-
sition was against India 
maintaining independ-
ent foreign policy choic-

es, pointing out that un-
like some countries, 
India had not engaged in 
personal business deal-
ings to win favour with 
Trump. “Is the opposi-
tion against India refus-
ing to be dictated on our 
foreign policy choices by 
the US? We have, unlike 
Pakistan, not done busi-
ness deals involving his 
family and close associ-
ates to earn Trump’s 
goodwill, which, in any 
case, cannot be relied 
upon,” he wrote.

He urged internal uni-
ty in the face of  interna-
tional challenges, stress-
ing that such solidarity 

would serve the national 
interest far more than 
political point-scoring. 
Rijiju endorsed Sibal’s 
message, calling him a 
highly intellectual and 
erudite diplomat and 
urging all political par-
ties to prioritise India’s 
interests over partisan 
politics in matters of  for-
eign policy.

This episode under-
scores the importance of  
a cohesive stance in in-
ternational diplomacy, 
particularly when navi-
gating decisions by glob-
al powers that affect the 
Indian diaspora and stra-
tegic interests.

TPN Correspondent | 

Delhi

I
ndia has become the 
first country to secure 
exclusive rights for the 
exploration of  polyme-
tallic sulphides in the 

Indian Ocean, marking a 
historic milestone in the 
nation’s deep-sea re-
source initiatives. The an-
nouncement came on Sat-
u r d ay  f r o m  U n i o n 
Minister of  State for 
Earth Sciences, Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh, who confirmed 
the signing of  a new 15-
year contract between the 
Ministry of  Earth Scienc-
es and the International 
Seabed Authority (ISA). 
This contract grants In-
dia exclusive exploration 
rights over a 10,000 square 
kilometre area of  the 
Carlsberg Ridge in the In-
dian Ocean.

Polymetallic sulphides 
are rich in valuable met-
als, including iron, cop-
per, zinc, silver, gold, and 
platinum. Their strategic 
importance and commer-
cial potential have drawn 
attention from nations 
across the globe, making 
India a pioneer in seabed 

resource exploration. Ac-
cording to Dr. Singh, the 
new contract represents 
a crucial step in realising 
the vision of  India’s Deep 
Ocean Mission, which 
aims to advance seabed 
mineral exploration and 
develop advanced mining 
technologies.

“By formalising exclu-
sive rights for polymetal-
lic sulphide exploration 
in the Carlsberg Ridge, 
India has consolidated 
its leadership in deep-sea 
research. This initiative 
will not only enhance 
our maritime presence 

but also build national 
capacity for future re-
source utilisation,” Dr. 
Singh added.

India’s position in in-
ternational seabed explo-
r a t i o n  i s  f u r t h e r 
strengthened by its prior 
designation as a “Pio-
neer Investor” for polym-
etallic nodule explora-
tion. With this new 
contract,  India now 
holds two polymetallic 
sulphide exploration 
agreements—one in the 
Central Indian Ridge and 
Southwest Indian Ridge, 
and the other in the 

Carlsberg Ridge. This 
makes India the country 
with the largest allocated 
area for polymetallic sul-
p h i d e  e x p l o r a t i o n 
globally.

Dr. M. Ravichandran, 
Secretary of  the Minis-
try of  Earth Sciences, ex-
pressed pride in India’s 
achievement, emphasis-
ing that this leadership 
positions the country at 
the forefront of  interna-
tional deep-sea research 
and sets the stage for fu-
ture technological and 
economic gains from sea-
bed minerals.

India secures rights to explore polymetallic 

sulphides in Indian Ocean
Kiren Rijiju endorses diplomat’s 
H-1B response to slam Congress
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T
he US government 
has clarified that 
the recent hike in 
H-1B visa applica-
tion fees will not af-

fect current visa holders 
or those seeking renew-
als. White House Press 
Secretary Karoline Leav-
itt, on Saturday, ex-
plained on social media 
platform X that the new 
rule “applies only to new 
visas, not renewals, and 
n o t  c u r r e n t  v i s a 
holders.”

The H-1B visa allows 
foreign workers to be 
employed in specialty 
occupations in the Unit-
ed States. On Friday, 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump announced a 
steep increase in the 
H-1B application fee, 
raising it to $100,000 
(around Rs 86 lakh), as 
part of  measures aimed 
at curbing abuses that 
“displace US workers 
and undermine national 
security,” according to 
the White House fact 
sheet.

Leavitt clarified that 
this $100,000 charge is a 
one-time fee for new ap-

plicants and not an an-
nual requirement. She 
emphasized that exist-
ing H-1B holders, in-
cluding those currently 
outside the US, will not 
be impacted. “H-1B 
visa holders can leave 
and re-enter the coun-
try to the same extent 
a s  t h e y  n o r m a l ly 
would. Whatever abili-
ty they have to do that 
is not impacted by yes-
terday’s proclama-
tion,” she said.

The Ministry of  Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) ex-

pressed concern over the 
fee hike, noting that the 
increase from $1,000 to 
$100,000 “is likely to have 
humanitarian conse-
quences by way of  dis-
ruption for families” and 
urged US authorities to 
address the potential 
issues.

Meanwhile, the White 
House fact sheet high-
lighted that future H-1B 
visa petitions will re-
quire the $100,000 pay-
ment for approval, un-
less a case is deemed in 
the national interest. 

The Secretary of  Home-
land Security has been 
tasked with ensuring 
that petitions from appli-
cants outside the US not 
accompanied by the fee 
are restricted, except in 
exce ptional  c ircum 
stances.

This  clarif ication 
seeks to reassure cur-
rent H-1B holders while 
signaling stricter rules 
for new applicants, aim-
ing to prioritize Ameri-
can workers in the high-
ly competitive tech and 
specialty job sectors.

$100,000 H-1B Visa Fee For 

New Applicants
 Current Holders Can Re-Enter US

TPN Correspondent | 
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P
akistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  will partic-
ipate in a meeting 
of  select Muslim 

leaders with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump in 
New York on the side-
lines of  the 80th United 
Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA), Paki-
stan’s Foreign Office 
(FO) confirmed. The 
meeting aims to dis-
cuss regional and in-
ternational peace and 
security.

Shehbaz will lead Pa-
kistan’s delegation to 
the high-level segment 
of  the UNGA starting 
September 22, accom-

panied by Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar, other 
ministers, and senior 
officials. His address at 
the UNGA is expected 
to urge the interna-
tional community to 
resolve situations of  
“prolonged occupation 
and denial of  the right 
to self-determination,” 
particularly in Pales-
tine and India-occu-
pied Kashmir. The 
prime minister will 
also highlight the cri-
sis in Gaza, calling for 
decisive action to alle-
viate the suffering of  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n 
people.

In addition to these 
engagements, Shehbaz 
will present Pakistan’s 
stance on global issues, 
including  cl imate 

change, terrorism, Is-
lamophobia, and sus-
tainable development. 
His schedule in New 
York includes several 
high-level events, such 
as UN Security Coun-
cil meetings, sessions 
of  the Global Develop-
ment Initiative (GDI), 
and a special Climate 
Action event. He is also 
expected to meet sen-
ior UN officials and 
world leaders to dis-
cuss matters of  mutual 
concern.

The FO emphasized 
that Shehbaz’s partici-
pation underscores Pa-
kistan’s commitment 
to multilateralism and 
the UN, reflecting the 
country’s longstanding 
contributions toward 
global peace and devel-

opment.  This will 
mark his first direct 
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h 
Trump since taking of-
fice in January, follow-
ing earlier meetings 
between US and Paki-
stani military officials 
without senior civilian 
representation.

Amid rising tensions 
in the Middle East, 
S h e h b a z  r e c e n t l y 
signed a Strategic Mu-
tual Defence Agree-
m e n t  w i t h  S a u d i 
Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, pledg-
ing mutual action 
against any attack on 
either nation, high-
lighting Pakistan’s 
proactive diplomatic 
and security engage-
ments on the global 
stage.

Shehbaz Sharif to Attend High-Level 
UN Meetings, Meet Trump in New York

TPN Correspondent |  

LONDON

B
ri tain’s  De puty 
Prime Minister Da-
vid Lammy on Sun-
day, September 21, 
2025, clarified that 

recognising a Palestini-
an state would not create 
one “overnight,” empha-
sizing that any recogni-
tion must be part of  a 
broader peace process. 
Speaking to Sky News, 
Lammy noted that Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer 
would make a decision 
on recognising Palestine 
later that day, with the 
move aimed at keeping 
alive the prospects of  a 
two-state solution—a 
Palestinian state co-ex-
isting alongside Israel.

Starmer had earlier 
stated in July that Brit-
ain would recognise Pal-
estine unless Israel 
agreed to a ceasefire 
with Hamas, allowed hu-
manitarian aid into 
Gaza, renounced annexa-
tion of  the West Bank, 
and committed to a via-

ble peace process. Lam-
my said that recent de-
velopments, including 
the attack on Qatar and 
Israel’s settlement ex-
pansion, had made the 
prospects for a ceasefire 
bleak.

The anticipated recog-
nition comes ahead of  
the U.N. General Assem-
bly, where other nations 
including Australia, 
Canada, and France are 
also preparing to recog-
nise a Palestinian state. 
The move has drawn 
criticism from the U.S. 
and Israel, who argue it 
rewards Hamas and ter-
rorism. Trump voiced 
d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h 
Starmer’s plan during 
his recent UK visit, al-
though he framed it as 
one of  the few policy dis-
agreements with the 
British Prime Minister.

Lammy, representing 
the UK at the U.N., high-
lighted that the country 
has a historic role in the 
region, having governed 
Palestine after World 
War I and issued the 1917 
Balfour Declaration sup-

porting a “national home 
for the Jewish people,” 
while pledging not to 
prejudice Palestinian 
civi l  and rel igious 
rights—a commitment 
largely neglected over 
the decades.

UK officials have long 
supported an independ-
ent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel, but in-
sist that recognition 
must align with a com-
prehensive peace plan. 
Lammy noted that the 
ongoing destruction in 
Gaza, displacement of  its 
population, and Israel’s 
West Bank settlements 
have made achieving a 
two-state solution in-
creasingly challenging, 
as much of  the world 
considers Israel’s occu-
pation of  the West Bank 
illegal.

The UK’s potential rec-
ognition of  Palestine un-
derscores growing inter-
national concern over 
stalled peace efforts and 
seeks to reaffirm sup-
port for Palestinian self-
determination within a 
negotiated framework.

U.K. PM set to 
announce decision 
on Palestinian state

TPN Correspondent | 
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U
krainian President 
Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy has called for 
intensified inter-
national sanctions 

and enhanced military 
support to counter Rus-
sia’s escalating aggres-
sion. In a statement on 
X, Zelenskyy revealed 
that Ukraine faced more 
than 1,500 strike drones, 
over 1,280 guided aerial 
bombs, and 50 missiles 
of  various types in the 
past week alone.

Zelenskyy empha-
sized the need for long-
range strike capabilities 
and robust sanctions to 
compel Moscow to seek 
peace. “Russia must feel 
the consequences of  
what it is doing. Suffi-
cient counteraction is 
needed to force them to 
seek peace. That can be 
achieved with adequate 
strength of  our army, 

our long-range strike ca-
pabilities, and strong 
sanctions and pressure 
against Russia,” he 
stated.

The Ukrainian leader 
highlighted that Rus-
sian military produc-
tion relies heavily on 
foreign-made compo-
nents, identifying over 
132,000 foreign items 
from countries includ-
ing Europe, the US, Chi-
na, and Japan in Rus-
s i a n  w e a p o n r y. 
Zelenskyy warned that 
i f  M o s c ow  i s  n o t 
stopped, Russian aggres-
sion could spread be-
yond Ukraine to Europe 
and the Indo-Pacific 
region.

Zelenskyy called on 
world powers to close 
loopholes that allow 
Russia to bypass sanc-
tions and pressure coun-
tries and companies 
supplying dual-use tech-
nologies. He specifically 
urged the upcoming 
19th EU sanctions pack-

age to be “truly painful” 
and stressed the impor-
tance of  alignment from 
the United States with 
European efforts.

Earlier, the European 
Union proposed its 19th 
sanctions package tar-
geting key sectors sus-
taining Russia’s “war 
effort” in Ukraine. The 
proposal includes a full 
transaction ban on Rus-
sian banks, prohibitions 
on investments in Rus-
sian Special Economic 
Zones, and restrictions 
on energy exports, in-
cluding a full LNG im-
port ban by January 
2027. Sanctions also tar-
get Moscow’s shadow 
fleet, expanding to 118 
new vessels.

Zelenskyy thanked na-
tions already providing 
support, reiterating that 
strong sanctions and co-
ordinated international 
pressure are essential 
tools to stop Russian at-
t a c k s  a n d  p r o t e c t 
Ukrainian lives.

Zelenskyy Pushes for “Truly 
Painful” Sanctions Against Russia

TPN Correspondent | 

Ottawa

A
mid President Don-
ald Trump’s recent 
announcement to 
hike H-1B visa fees 
to $100,000, Elon 

Musk’s contradictory 
posts on the program 
have resurfaced, draw-
ing renewed attention to 
his shifting stance. The 
fee increase, aimed at 
high-skilled foreign 
workers, is expected to 
significantly impact In-
dian professionals, who 
make up a substantial 
portion of  the U.S. tech 
workforce.

Musk, the billionaire 
entrepreneur behind 
SpaceX and Tesla, had 
previously defended the 
H-1B system, highlight-
ing its role in enabling 
him and other critical 
talent to build compa-

nies that “made America 
strong.” On December 
28, 2024, Musk tweeted, 
“The reason I’m in 
America along with so 
many critical people 
who built SpaceX, Tesla 
and hundreds of  other 
companies that made 

America strong is be-
cause of  H1B. Take a big 
step back and F*** your-
self  in the face. I will go 
to war on this issue the 
likes of  which you can-
n o t  p o s s i b l y 
comprehend.”

Interestingly,  just 

hours before this force-
ful defense, Musk had 
acknowledged the need 
for reform, posting, “No 
question that the H1B 
system needs to be over-
hauled.” His stance con-
tinued to evolve the next 
day, describing the pro-
gram as “broken” and 
advocating “major re-
form.” Musk suggested 
measures such as rais-
ing the minimum salary 
and imposing an annual 
maintenance fee to make 
hiring foreign talent 
more expensive than re-
cruiting domestically, 
stating, “Easily fixed by 
raising the minimum 
salary significantly and 
adding a yearly cost for 
maintaining the H1B, 
making it materially 
more expensive to hire 
from overseas than do-
mestically. I’ve been very 
clear that the program is 
broken and needs major 

reform.”
The H-1B visa pro-

gram allows foreign pro-
fessionals, particularly 
in technology and spe-
cialty occupations, to 
work in the U.S. for an 
initial three-year period, 
extendable by three 
more years. Musk’s fluc-
tuating comments re-
flect broader tech indus-
try debates as companies 
navigate the implica-
tions of  Trump’s fee 
hike, which could dra-
matically reshape the re-
cruitment of  foreign tal-
ent in American tech 
firms.

The resurfacing of  
M u s k ’s  s t a t e m e n t s 
comes at a critical mo-
ment, highlighting the 
tension between U.S. im-
migration policy re-
forms and the tech sec-
tor’s dependence on 
skilled international 
professionals.

Elon Musk’s Flip-Flop on H-1B Visas 
Resurfaces Amid Trump Fee Hike
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T
he combined mar-
ket valuation of  
seven of  India’s 
top-10 most valued 
companies soared 

by ₹1,18,328.29 crore last 
week, reflecting re-
newed investor opti-
mism in equities. State 
Bank of  India (SBI) and 
Bharti Airtel emerged 
as the biggest gainers 
during this period, as 
the BSE benchmark 
surged 721.53 points, or 
0.88 per cent.

SBI’s market capitali-
sation jumped ₹35,953.25 
crore, taking its valua-
tion to ₹7,95,910 crore, 
while Bharti Airtel add-

ed ₹33,214.77 crore, 
reaching ₹11,18,952.64 
crore. Reliance Indus-
tries, continuing its 
dominance, saw its mar-
ket cap rise ₹17,389.23 
crore to ₹19,04,898.51 
crore. Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) also 
posted gains, climbing 
₹12,952.75  crore to 
₹11,46,879.47 crore.

Other winners includ-
ed Life Insurance Cor-
poration of  India (LIC), 
whose valuation edged 
higher by ₹12,460.25 
crore to ₹5,65,612.92 
crore,  and Infosys, 
which rose ₹6,127.73 
crore to ₹6,39,901.03 

crore. HDFC Bank’s 
market cap inched up by 
₹230.31 crore, taking it 
to ₹14,84,816.26 crore.

On the flip side, some 
major companies saw 
declines. ICICI Bank’s 
valuation fell ₹10,707.87 
crore to ₹10,01,654.46 
crore, Bajaj Finance 
dipped ₹6,346.93 crore to 
₹6,17,892.72 crore, and 
Hindustan Unilever lost 
₹5,039.87 crore, standing 
at ₹6,01,225.16 crore.

Overall, the week 
highlighted strong per-
for mance by state-
owned and tech-centric 
firms, signaling sus-
tained investor confi-

dence amid positive 
market sentiment. Reli-
ance Industries re-
tained its position as the 
most valued company in 
India, followed by HDFC 
Bank, TCS, Bharti Air-
tel, ICICI Bank, SBI, In-
fosys, Bajaj Finance, 
a n d  H i n d u s t a n 
Unilever.

As equities continue 
to show momentum, in-
vestors are closely 
watching the perfor-
mance of  these blue-
chip companies, whose 
market movements of-
ten influence broader 
market trends and in-
vestor strategies.

SBI and Bharti Airtel Lead Top Firms’ Market Valuation Gains

B
uyers are in for a bo-
nanza as leading au-
tomakers Maruti 
Suzuki, Tata Mo-
tors, Hyundai Mo-

tor India, and luxury 
carmakers like Mer-
cedes-Benz and BMW an-
nounce significant price 
cuts effective from Sep-
tember 22, coinciding 
with the start of  the aus-
picious Navaratri peri-
od. Two-wheeler makers 
are also joining the 
trend, passing on GST 
benefits to customers.

Maruti Suzuki India, 
the country’s largest 
carmaker, has reduced 
vehicle prices by up to 
₹1.29 lakh. The company 
aims to attract two-
wheeler users to four-
wheelers by offering ad-

ditional discounts on 
small cars beyond the 
GST cut of  8.5%. Popu-
lar models such as S-
Presso, Alto K10, Celer-
io, Wagon-R, and Ignis 
have seen price reduc-
tions ranging from 
₹71,300 to ₹1,29,600. Pre-
mium models including 
Swift, Baleno, Dzire, 
Fronx, Brezza, Grand 
Vitara, Jimny, Ertiga, 
and XL6 also received 
substantial cuts, with 
savings of  up to ₹1.12 
lakh.

Tata Motors has cut 
prices across its passen-
ger vehicles by ₹75,000 to 
₹1.45 lakh, including Rs 
85,000 off  the compact 
SUV Punch and Rs 1.55 
lakh on Nexon. Premium 
SUVs Harrier and Safari 

now cost ₹1.4 lakh and 
₹1.45 lakh less, respec-
tively. Mahindra & Mahi-
ndra has already re-
duced prices by up to 
₹1.56 lakh on models like 
Bolero, XUV3OO, Thar, 
and Scorpio Classic. 
Hyundai, Honda, Kia, 
and Toyota are also im-
plementing reductions, 
with Hyundai Tucson 
seeing the highest cut of  
₹2.4 lakh.

Luxury automakers 
have followed suit. Mer-
cedes-Benz announced 
reductions ranging from 
₹2 lakh (A-Class) to ₹10 
lakh (S-Class), while 
BMW Motor India is cut-
ting prices by up to ₹13.6 
lakh across its portfolio. 
Audi and Jaguar Land 
Rover have also reduced 

prices, with cuts ranging 
from ₹2.6 lakh to ₹30.4 
lakh.

In the two-wheeler seg-
ment, Hero MotoCorp 
and Honda Motorcycle & 
Scooter India are lower-
ing prices by up to 
₹15,743 and ₹18,800, 
respectively.

According to Maruti 
Suzuki India Senior Ex-
ecutive Officer Partho 
Banerjee, “With car pen-
etration in India at just 34 
per 1,000 people, there is 
no better time to put In-
dia on wheels.” Consum-
ers are expected to bene-
fit significantly from 
these combined GST-re-
lated and additional price 
cuts, making the festive 
season an ideal time for 
vehicle purchases.

Major Carmakers Slash Prices 
Ahead of Navaratri, GST Cut 
Benefits Customers

I
ndia’s foreign ex-
change reserves rose 
by USD 4.698 billion in 
the week ending Sep-
tember 12, reaching 

USD 702.966 billion, ac-
cording to the Reserve 
Bank of  India’s (RBI) lat-
est ‘Weekly Statistical 
Supplement.’ This marks 
the third consecutive 
week of  gains and sees 
the much-anticipated 
USD 700 billion mile-
stone crossed. 

The largest component 
of  the reserves, India’s 
foreign currency assets 
(FCA), increased by USD 
2.537 billion to USD 
587.014 billion. Gold re-
serves also contributed 
to the rise, climbing USD 
2.12 billion to reach USD 
92.419 billion. 

RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra, following the 
latest monetary policy 
review, emphasized that 
India’s foreign exchange 
reserves are sufficient to 
cover approximately 11 
months of  the country’s 
imports. This provides a 
strong buffer to manage 
external shocks and sup-
port the stability of  the 
Indian rupee.

Historical trends show 
India steadily building 

its forex reserves over re-
cent years. In 2023, the 
country added roughly 
USD 58 billion to the kit-
ty, reversing a cumula-
tive decline of  USD 71 bil-
lion in 2022. In 2024, 
reserves rose by over 
USD 20 billion, while 2025 
has already seen a cumu-
lative increase of  about 
USD 53 billion so far.

Foreign exchange re-
serves, or FX reserves, 
are assets held by a coun-
try’s central bank, pri-
marily in major reserve 
currencies such as the 
US Dollar, with smaller 
portions in the Euro, 
Japanese Yen, and Pound 
Sterling. The RBI active-
ly manages these re-
serves to stabilize the ru-
pee, buying dollars when 
the rupee strengthens 
and selling them when it 
weakens.

With the forex kitty 
crossing the USD 700 bil-
lion mark, India’s exter-
nal stability outlook re-
mains strong, giving 
policymakers greater 
flexibility to respond to 
global volatility and re-
inforcing confidence in 
the country’s economic 
resilience amid global 
uncertainties.

I
ndia’s factory gate in-
flation, measured by 
the Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI), stood at a 
two-year low of  -0.58% 

in July, continuing the 
deflationary trend ob-
served in June. Analysts 
attribute the recent 
change in the wholesale 
price trajectory to an up-
swing in food prices after 
months of  decline.

Paras Jasrai, Associ-
ate Director at India Rat-
ings and Research, noted 
that food prices played a 
significant role in re-
versing the deflationary 
trend. In August 2025, 
food prices rose 0.2% 
compared with the same 
month last year, while 
the decline in vegetable 
prices slowed to 14.2% 
year-on-year—the slow-
est pace in six months. 
Edible oils recorded a 
sharp increase of  22.9% 
in August, marking the 
highest surge in three 
months.

Jewellery prices also 
climbed significantly, 
rising 32.6% year-on-
year in August, contrib-
uting to a rise in core in-
flation, which reached a 
five-month high of  1.6%. 

Experts expect core in-
flation to remain around 
1.8% through the end of  
2025 due to a low base ef-
fect, keeping overall 
price pressures in check.

Food items accounted 
for 73 basis points of  the 
110 basis points uptick in 
the headline WPI be-
tween July and August, 
highlighting the domi-
nant role of  essential 
commodities in inflation 
trends. Non-food manu-
factured items, which 
make up the core WPI, 
added 27 basis points to 
the headline print, ac-
cording to Rahul Agraw-
al, Senior Economist at 
ICRA.

While deflationary 
pressures have eased, the 
rise in essential commod-
ity prices indicates that 
inflation dynamics re-
main sensitive to chang-
es in food and commodity 
markets. Policymakers 
and analysts will contin-
ue to monitor WPI and 
core inflation trends 
closely as India navigates 
supply-side pressures 
and prepares for the up-
coming festive season, 
where consumer demand 
is expected to rise.

India’s Forex 
Reserves Cross USD 
700 Billion, Third 
Weekly Rise in a Row

Wholesale Price Inflation 
at Two-Year Low, Core 
Inflation Rises

D
riven by strong 
global demand, In-
dia has become one 
of  the world’s most 
mature flexible of-

fice ecosystems, with in-
ternational firms ac-
counting for 72 per cent 
of  flex space absorption 
in 2024, according to 
Cushman & Wakefield’s 
Global Trends in Flexi-
ble Office 2025 report. 
The remaining 28 per 
cent of  demand came 
from startups, leverag-
ing flexible offices to 
manage costs, attract 
talent, and scale effi-
ciently in a competitive 
landscape.

India scored a perfect 
100 on Cushman & Wake-
field’s maturity index, 
surpassing global peers 
including the UK at 98, 
France at 97, the US at 
81, and Japan and Singa-
pore at 77. The score re-
flects multiple metrics, 
including flexible inven-
tory as a share of  total 

office space, number of  
operators, leasing activ-
ity, emerging agreement 
structures, and overall 
market depth.

Ramita Arora, Manag-
ing Director Bengaluru 
& Head – Flex, India, 
Cushman & Wakefield, 
highlighted India’s mar-
ket maturity, diversity 
of  operators, and ability 
to pivot with demand, 
noting that many West-
ern markets are still 
evolving.

Flexible office de-
mand in India has risen 
nearly sixfold since 2020, 
with 2024 alone seeing 
flex space account for 15 
per cent of  new office 
leasing. Operator expan-
sion has surged, with 
33.5 million square feet 
leased between 2022 and 
2024—equivalent to over 
500,000 seats. Annual 
take-up has tripled over 
five years, confirming 
flexible workspace as a 
mainstream solution 

rather than an alternate 
option.

India is now the larg-
est flexible office market 
in APAC, with 79.7 mil-
lion square feet of  stock 
across the top eight cit-
ies, expected to reach 85 
million square feet by 
year-end and surpass 100 
million by 2026. Man-
aged office and enter-
prise models now domi-
nate, accounting for 
70-80 per cent of  de-
mand. Bengaluru leads 
with 30 per cent of  na-
tional flex inventory, fol-
lowed by Delhi NCR, 
Pune, and Hyderabad.

Institutional interest 
is growing, with four op-
erators already public 
and more IPOs antici-
pated. The next 3-5 years 
are expected to see con-
solidation, with leading 
players strengthening 
market share while 
niche operators contin-
ue to meet specialised 
needs.

India Emerges as Leading Flexible Office Market Globally
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N
ew Delhi: From 
fingernail diaries 
to pizza-eating liz-
ards, the 2025 Ig 
Nobel Prizes once 

again honoured re-
search that makes peo-
ple laugh before it 
makes them think. The 
awards ceremony was 
held virtually from 
Harvard University’s 
Sanders Theatre, show-
casing unusual studies 
from around the world 
that pose real scientific 
questions.

Among the winners, 
Vikash Kumar and 
Sarthak Mittal of  India 
received the engineer-
ing design prize for an-
alysing how foul-smell-
ing shoes affect the 
user experience of  shoe 
racks. This marks In-

dia’s 22nd Ig Nobel win. 
Their research re-
minds designers that 
even everyday nuisanc-
es merit serious ergo-
nomic consideration.

The literature prize 
went posthumously to 
American physician 
William Bean, who 
spent 35 years tracking 
the growth of  his fin-
gernails. His son, Ben-
nett Bean, accepted the 
award.

In psychology, re-
searchers Marcin Za-
jenkowski of  Poland 
and Gilles Gignac of  
Australia studied the 
effects of  telling people 
they are intelligent, re-
vealing insights into 
self-esteem and person-
ality dynamics.

The nutrition prize 

recognised teams from 
Nigeria, Togo, Italy, 
and France for study-
ing rainbow lizards 
that developed a taste 
for pizza scraps, high-
lighting how urbanisa-
tion can influence ani-
mal diets. Similarly, the 
paediatrics prize went 
to Julie Mennella and 
Gary Beauchamp of  
the US, whose work 
showed that garlic con-
sumption by mothers 
can alter breast milk 
flavour and infant 
behaviour.

Japan took the biolo-
gy prize for painting 
zebra-like stripes on 
cows to reduce fly bites, 
while the chemistry 
prize went to Rotem 
and Daniel Naftalovich 
and Frank Greenway 

for exploring the effects 
of  ingesting Teflon as a 
potential way to bulk 
m e a l s  w i t h o u t 
calories.

The peace prize hon-
oured a social experi-
ment showing that 
moderate alcohol con-
sumption can improve 
foreign language speak-
ing, adding a humorous 
twist to the concept of  
“Dutch courage.”

Other notable awards 
included studies on 
bats flying under alco-
hol influence and the 
physics of  lumpy pasta 
sauces. These quirky 
projects demonstrate 
the enduring charm of  
the Ig Nobel Prizes: hu-
mour and curiosity to-
gether driving scientif-
ic exploration.

2025 Ig Nobel Prizes 
Celebrate Quirky Science

M
ove over horses, 
bulls,  and ea-
gles—a new sym-
bol has entered 
the global auto-

mobile scene, and it is 
deeply rooted in Indian 
culture. British super-
car maker Lanzante 
Limited has gone viral 
after unveiling a luxury 
hypercar featuring Lord 
Ganesha on its badge, 
capturing the attention 
of  car enthusiasts and 
social  media users 
worldwide.

The sleek, futuristic 
vehicle proudly carries 
the image of  Ganesh ji, 
the Hindu deity known 

for wisdom and remover 
of  obstacles, right on its 
symbol. The move has 
sparked curiosity across 
the internet, with fans 
wondering how Indian 
spirituality ended up on 
a British supercar.

The fascinating story 
behind the unique em-
blem traces back to 
George Harrison of  The 
Beatles, according to a 
popular Instagram influ-
encer who shared the 
backstory in a viral post. 
Harrison’s interest in In-
dian culture and spiritu-
ality during the 1960s in-
s p i r e d  a  g l o b a l 
fascination with Indian 

traditions, art, and reli-
gious symbols—a fasci-
nation that, decades lat-
er, has found its way into 
the automotive world.

Car enthusiasts have 
praised Lanzante Limit-
ed for combining luxury 
engineering with cultur-
al symbolism, calling it 
a bold and innovative de-
sign choice. The hyper-
car itself  is a marvel of  
performance and tech-
nology, but it’s the Gane-
sha emblem that has 
sparked a conversation 
about how tradition can 
blend with cutting-edge 
modernity.

Social media has been 

flooded with posts cele-
brating the fusion of  In-
dian culture with a glob-
ally recognized luxury 
brand. Experts note that 
this move not only cele-
brates spirituality but 
also positions Indian 
cultural symbols on the 
world stage, highlight-
ing their universal 
appeal.

The Lanzante hyper-
car with Lord Ganesha’s 
badge demonstrates 
that heritage and inno-
vation can coexist, and 
in doing so, it has cap-
tured hearts far beyond 
t h e  a u t o m o t i v e 
community.

Lord Ganesha Inspires 
British Hypercar Symbol

L
ondon: Buried 700 
metres beneath 
the North Sea sea-
bed, around 80 
miles off  York-

shire’s coast, lies the 
Silverpit crater, an ex-
traordinary geological 
formation that has 
long puzzled scien-
tists. For decades, ex-
perts debated whether 
it was created by shift-
ing salt deposits or by 
a dramatic asteroid 
strike. Now, new re-
search has settled the 
controversy, revealing 
that the crater was 
most likely formed by 
an asteroid or comet 
impact over 43 million 
years ago.

The space rock, esti-
mated to be 160 metres 
wide—about the size 
of  York Minster—
smashed into the sea, 
creating a crater en-
circled by concentric 
faults and unleashing 
a tsunami nearly 100 
metres high. While far 

smaller than Mexico’s 
Chicxulub crater, 
which caused the di-
nosaur extinction, Sil-
verpit remains signifi-
cant as the only known 
impact crater near the 
UK.

Discovered in 2002 
by petroleum geosci-
entists, the two-mile-
wide depression im-
mediately sparked 
debate. Some believed 
it showed classic fea-
tures of  an impact cra-
ter, while others dis-
missed it as the result 
of  salt movement deep 
underground. A Geo-
logical Society vote in 
2009 overwhelmingly 
rejected the asteroid 
hypothesis, favouring 
the more mundane 
explanation.

However, new seis-
mic imaging, micro-
scopic rock analysis, 
and numerical model-
ling led by sedimen-
tologist Dr. Uisdean 
Nicholson of  Heriot-

Watt University has 
now provided the 
strongest evidence yet 
for an impact origin. 
“It was definitely an 
exciting moment,” Ni-
cholson said, describ-
ing the work as a “nee-
dle in a haystack 
approach”.

Asteroid impacts 
are rare, with only 
about 200 confirmed 
craters on land and 33 
beneath the oceans 
worldwide. Silverpit’s 
exceptional preserva-
tion offers scientists a 
unique chance to 
study how such colli-
sions shaped Earth’s 
history and what con-
sequences a future as-
teroid strike might 
bring.

For now, the Silver-
pit crater stands as a 
dramatic reminder of  
our planet’s cosmic 
vulnerabilities, hid-
den beneath the quiet 
waves of  the North 
Sea.

Scientists Confirm 
Silverpit Crater Was 
Caused by Asteroid Strike I

magine rushing into a 
public restroom, only 
to discover that even a 
simple tissue paper 
now comes with a 

condition. In China, a 
viral video has shown 
how people need to ei-
ther watch an advertise-
ment or pay money to 
access toilet paper. The 
clip, widely circulated 
on social media, cap-
tures a woman scanning 
a QR code at a dispenser, 
where she’s asked to 
view an ad before the 
machine releases tissue. 
If  she doesn’t want to 
watch, the alternative is 
to pay 0.5 RMB, roughly 
six Indian rupees. Au-
thorities claim this sys-
tem is aimed at reduc-
ing waste, as people 
often grab excessive 

amounts of  free paper. 
Now, the choice has 
been simplified: either 
watch an ad or pay a 
coin

T he inter net  was 
quick to react, and re-
sponses ranged from 
amused to shocked. One 
traveler recalled carry-
ing personal tissues dur-
ing their trip to China, 
calling the setup a 
unique cultural experi-
ence. Another comment 
read, “This is the first 
truly dystopian thing 
I’ve seen.” A few poked 
fun, saying, “Watch the 
ads during the poop, by 
the time you’re done, the 
tissue is enough al-
ready.” Some others ar-
gued that because public 
toilets in China are free, 
the measure was neces-

sary to prevent overuse 
of  supplies

Interestingly, this isn’t 
the first time such an ex-
periment was tried. Back 
in 2017, Beijing’s Temple 
of  Heaven park installed 
facial recognition dis-
pensers. Each visitor 
was allotted a fixed 
amount of  toilet paper, 
and if  they needed more, 
they had to wait for nine 
minutes before the ma-
chine dispensed again. 
The goal was the same: 
conservation and pre-
venting misuse

While the system has 
sparked debate, it re-
flects how technology, 
convenience, and human 
habits collide in unex-
pected ways—even in the 
most private corners of  
daily life

No Free Toilet Paper? In 
China, Watch An Ad Or Pay

T
he much-awaited iP-
hone 17 series has 
finally arrived in In-
dia, and as expected, 
the craze around it 

is nothing short of  ex-
traordinary. From long 
queues outside Apple 
outlets to people proudly 
flashing their brand-new 
devices, the excitement 
was unmissable.  In 
Mumbai, customers be-
gan lining up hours be-
fore stores opened, with 
some even arriving at 
midnight to secure the 
latest iPhone. Among 
them, Aman Chouhan 
stole the spotlight after 
waiting nearly eight 
hours outside the BKC 
Apple Store. Arriving at 
midnight, he walked out 
with not one but two iP-
hone 17 Pro Max models 
i n  A p p l e ’ s  n e w l y 
launched Cosmic Orange 
shade. Speaking to ANI, 
Aman said, “I was wait-
ing since midnight, and 
now I finally got it. The 
orange colour is new, and 
it’s in demand.”

B u t  w h i l e  A m a n 
proudly flaunted his big 
buy, the internet had its 
own fun. Social media 

was soon filled with play-
ful comments. One user 
wrote, “The bravest 
Chauhan after Prithviraj 
Chauhan.”  Another 
joked, “Waited all night 
just to flex an orange iP-
hone, as if  Tim Cook per-
sonally ended poverty 
with this launch.” Some-
one else quipped, “It’s a 
phone, not the Kohinoor 
diamond.” The roasts 
kept coming, with users 
calling the purchase less 
of  a gadget and more of  
a “tax product.”

Interestingly, the fren-
zy didn’t end with Aman. 
Another buyer, Aman 
Memon from Jogesh-
wari, queued up from 3 
AM and became one of  
the first to own the iP-
hone 17 in Mumbai. He 
purchased three devices, 
two for his family and 
one for himself, saying 
he would have paid even 
Rs 2 lakh for the new de-
sign and colour.

With prices starting at 
Rs 82,999 and the Pro 
Max beginning at Rs 
1,49,900, the iPhone 17 
has once again proven 
Apple’s unbeatable aspi-
rational pull in India.

This Mumbai 
iPhone17 Buyer 
Was In Queue 
For 8 Hours
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PLAY ZONE

S
tar Indian badmin-
ton duo Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty 
have stormed into 

the men’s doubles final at 
the China Masters Super 
750 tournament with a 
commanding straight-
game victory over for-
mer world champions 
Aaron Chia and Soh 
Wooi Yik of  Malaysia. 
The semifinal clash, held 
at Shenzhen on Saturday, 
ended 21-17, 21-14 in fa-
vour of  the Asian Games 
champions, marking 
their second consecutive 
final appearance in as 
many weeks, following a 
World Championships 

bronze and a runner-up 
finish at the Hong Kong 
Open.

Coming into the match, 
Satwik and Chirag held a 
4-11 head-to-head record 
against the Malaysian 
pair, who are two-time 
Olympic medallists. 
However, their recent 
victory over Aaron and 
Soh en route to the World 
Championships bronze 
in Paris gave the Indians 
a significant psychologi-
cal edge. Employing an 
all-out attacking strategy 
backed by solid defence, 
Satwik and Chirag domi-
nated the front court and 
kept their rivals, espe-
cially Aaron, on the back 

foot throughout the 
41-minute contest.

The first game was 
fiercely contested, with 
the Malaysians briefly 
taking a 10-7 lead. Errors 
from Aaron, including a 
service fault, allowed the 
Indians to claw back, and 
at 14-13, another misstep 
from the Malaysian at 
the net swung momen-
tum decisively in favour 
of  Satwik and Chirag. A 
series of  sharp smashes 
and consistent net play 
helped the Indians seal 
the opener on their sec-
ond game point.

In the second game, 
Satwik and Chirag quick-
ly established a 5-2 lead, 

extending it to 8-2 with 
precise smashes and deft 
front-court control. De-
spite Aaron and Soh nar-
rowing the gap briefly, 
the Indians maintained 
composure, entering the 
interval 11-6 ahead. They 
kept the pressure on to 
close out the match, fin-
ishing 21-14, showcasing 
attacking brilliance, tac-
tical discipline, and un-
w a v e r i n g  d e t e r m 
ination.

Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty will 
now face their final oppo-
nents, aiming to add an-
other prestigious title to 
a n  a l r e a d y  s t e l l a r 
season.

Satwik-Chirag Dominate, 
Storm Into China Masters Final

M
anchester United 
secured a tense 2-1 
victory over Chel-
sea at Old Traf-
ford, easing the 

pressure on struggling 
boss Ruben Amorim. 
Both teams finished with 
10 men in a chaotic clash 
that saw early drama set 
the tone. Chelsea goal-
keeper Robert Sanchez 
was sent off  in just the 
fifth minute for denying a 
clear goal-scoring oppor-
tunity, giving United a 
significant advantage.

Bruno Fernandes cap-
italized on the early nu-
merical edge, scoring 
his 100th goal for Man-
chester United in all 

competitions during his 
200th Premier League 
appearance. United dou-
bled their lead in the 
37th minute when Ca-
semiro headed home 
from close range, only 
for the Brazil midfielder 
to be sent off  for a sec-
ond booking in first-half  
stoppage time.

Chelsea attempted a 
late comeback, with 
Trevoh Chalobah head-
ing in a goal in the 80th 
minute, but United held 
on to claim just their sec-
ond win in six matches 
across all competitions 
this season. The victory 
lifted United from just 
above the relegation zone 

to ninth place, providing 
Ruben Amorim some 
breathing space amid 
mounting scrutiny.

Amid a difficult start to 
the season, Amorim has 
faced criticism for Unit-
ed’s poor results, includ-
ing a humiliating League 
Cup exit at fourth-tier 
Grimsby and a 3-0 defeat 
to Manchester City last 
weekend. Despite the 
pressure, he retained his 
favored 3-4-3 formation, a 
decision that paid off  
with early dominance 
and clinical finishing.

Chelsea’s misery was 
compounded by injuries 
and tactical disruptions, 
including the early red 

card and the forced sub-
stitution of  England for-
ward Cole Palmer. Unit-
ed’s early momentum, 
combined with clinical 
finishing from Fernandes 
and Casemiro, proved 
decisive.

The match marked a 
crucial turnaround for 
Ruben Amorim, whose 
tenure has seen only nine 
wins in 32 Premier 
League games. While the 
victory offers temporary 
relief, consistent results 
will be essential for the 
Portuguese coach to se-
cure his position and 
steady Manchester Unit-
e d ’ s  t u r b u l e n t 
campaign.

Manchester United Beat Chelsea To 
Ease Pressure On Ruben Amorim

A
ustralia reinforced 
their supremacy 
over India as they 
defeated the hosts 
by 43 runs in the 

third women’s ODI, se-
curing their 11th consec-
utive bilateral series 
win. The match, played 
on Saturday, showcased 
a masterclass from Beth 
Mooney, who single-
handedly propelled Aus-
tralia to a commanding 
total.

Mooney’s scintillating 
innings of  138 runs off  
just 79 balls was the cor-
nerstone of  Australia’s 
performance, driving 
the team to a joint-high-
est ODI total of  412 all 
out. Her aggressive 
stroke play and flawless 
timing left the Indian 
bowlers  s tr ug gling 
throughout, as she dom-
inated the scoreboard 
with a blend of  powerful 
shots and impeccable 
placement. This score 

marked Australia’s 
h i g h e s t - e v e r  t o t a l 
against India, further 
emphasizing their grow-
ing dominance in wom-
en’s cricket.

India’s response saw a 
valiant effort from star 
batter Smriti Mandha-
na, who tried to anchor 
the innings and keep In-
dia in contention. De-
spite her heroics, the 
rest of  the batting line-
up struggled to match 
the onslaught, falling 
short of  the massive tar-
get.  Indian bowlers 
found it challenging to 
break partnerships and 
stem the flow of  runs, 
especially against Moon-
ey’s explosive batting.

Australia’s fielding 
and disciplined bowling 
ensured that India could 
not mount a serious 
challenge. The 43-run 
margin, though narrow-
er than expected, was 
enough to seal a con-

vincing victory and un-
derscore Australia’s su-
perior perfor mance 
across all departments.

With this win, Aus-
tralia not only secured 
the series but also sent a 
strong message about 
their depth, experience, 
and consistency in in-
ternational women’s 
cricket. India, despite 
flashes of  brilliance 
from Mandhana and a 
few other batters, will 
need to regroup and fo-
cus on strengthening 
their batting and bowl-
ing strategies to com-
pete effectively in future 
encounters against top-
t i e r  t e a m s  l i k e 
Australia.

The series triumph ce-
ments Australia’s repu-
tation as a dominant 
force in women’s cricket, 
highlighting the impact 
of  individual brilliance 
like Mooney’s alongside 
collective team effort.

Australia Clinches Series 
With 43-Run Win Over 
India in Third Women’s ODI

Botswana delivered a 
sensational  perfor-
mance to win the men’s 
world 4x400 metres relay 
in challenging, rainy 
conditions on Sunday, 
edging out the United 
States and South Africa 
in a dramatic blanket 
finish to become the 
first African nation to 
claim the title.

As torrential rain 
lashed the stadium, the 
United States, who had 
narrowly qualified for 
the final after a run-off  
against Kenya earlier 
that morning, held the 
lead at the final change-
over. Known for their 
dominance in the event, 
having won nine of  the 
last ten world titles, the 
Americans made four 
athlete changes for the 
final in a bid to secure 

gold.
However, Botswana’s 

21-year-old Collen Kebi-
natshipi, fresh off  his 
individual 400m tri-
umph, ran a remarkable 
anchor leg to surge past 
the competition and 
clinch gold in a time of  
2:57.76. The Americans 
finished just behind, 
clocking 2:57.83 to se-
cure silver, with South 
Africa narrowly miss-
ing out on silver by two 
t h o u s a n d t h s  o f  a 
second.

Kebinatshipi’s effort 
marked a historic mo-
ment for African athlet-
ics, as Botswana became 
the first African country 
to top the podium in the 
men’s 4x400m relay at 
t h e  W o r l d 
Championships.

In the women’s relay 

that followed on the 
drenched track, the 
United States resumed 
their dominance. An-
chored by individual 
400m champion Sydney 
McLaughlin-Levrone, 
the Americans stormed 
to victory in 3:16.61. Ja-
maica held on for second 
place in 3:19.25, despite a 
valiant effort by the 
Netherlands’ 400m hur-
dles gold medallist 
Femke Bol on the final 
leg, as the Dutch team 
finished third in 3:20.18.

Botswana’s historic 
win and the Americans’ 
continued strength in 
the women’s event high-
lighted the drama and 
excitement of  the relay 
races, demonstrating in-
credible skill, resilience, 
and determination un-
der difficult conditions.

Botswana Clinches 
Historic Gold in Men’s 
4x400m Relay at 
World Championships

Mithun Manhas, a vet-
eran of  Indian domestic 
cricket, is poised to be-
come the next president 
of  the Board of  Control 
for Cricket in India 
(BCCI), with an unop-
posed election scheduled 
during the annual gen-
eral meeting (AGM) on 
September 28 at the BCCI 
headquarters. Cricket of-
ficials and top adminis-
trators convened in New 
Delhi on Saturday, the 
first day for filing nomi-
nations, as the board fi-
nalized its leadership 
lineup for the coming 
term.

After consultations 
with senior government 
ministers, the BCCI hier-
archy settled on Manhas 
as the consensus candi-
date for the top post. 
Manhas, who enjoyed a 
long and successful ca-
reer as a dependable 
batsman for Delhi before 
concluding his playing 
days with Jammu & 
Kashmir, is widely re-
garded as a trusted fig-
ure within the BCCI’s 
administrative network. 
Despite never represent-
ing India in Test cricket, 
Manhas’ classical bat-
ting style and strong do-
mestic credentials have 
ear ned him respect 
across the cricketing 
fraternity.

Manhas, currently 
serving as an assistant 

coach with the Gujarat 
Titans for three seasons, 
will represent Jammu & 
Kashmir at the AGM. 
Other former cricket 
stalwarts attending the 
meeting include Harb-
h a j a n  S i n g h  a n d 
Raghuram Bhatt, repre-
senting Punjab and Kar-
nataka, respectively. For-
mer India captain and 
ex-BCCI chief  Sourav 
Ganguly will also be pre-
sent, having returned as 
the head of  the Bengal 
Cricket Association.

Continuity is expected 
in key administrative 
posts, with Devajit Sai-
kia and Rajeev Shukla 
likely to retain their 
roles as secretary and 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t . 
Raghuram Bhatt is ex-
pected to file his nomina-
tion for the treasurer’s 
position, while Prabhtej 
Singh Bhatia is likely to 
be elected unopposed as 
joint secretary. The sixth 
seat on the BCCI apex 
council is set to go to 
Jaydev Shah, the former 
Saurashtra captain and 
long-time head of  the 
Saurashtra  Cricket 
Association.

With this lineup, the 
BCCI aims to ensure a 
smooth transition of  
leadership while main-
taining stability and ex-
perience at the helm of  
I n d i a n  c r i c k e t 
administration.

Mithun Manhas 
Set to Be Elected 
BCCI President 
Unopposed
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SCREEN

B
ollywood actress 
Janhvi Kapoor has 
achieved a mile-
stone moment in 
her career, as her 

critically acclaimed film 
Homebound has official-
ly been selected as In-
dia’s entry for the 2026 
Academy Awards. Direct-
ed by award-winning 
filmmaker Neeraj Ghay-
wan, the film also stars 
Ishaan Khatter and 
Vishal Jethwa in pivotal 
roles. This announce-
ment has sparked excite-
ment across the film fra-
ternity and among fans, 
as Janhvi steps into a 
global spotlight with this 

powerful project
W h a t  m a k e s  t h e 

achievement even more 
striking is the competi-
tion Homebound had to 
surpass. According to re-
ports, the film outshined 
some of  the biggest Telu-
gu releases of  the year, 
including Allu Arjun’s 
much-awaited Pushpa 2: 
The Rule, Vishnu Man-
chu’s ambitious Kannap-
pa, Dhanush’s mytholog-
ical drama Kuberaa, and 
Venkatesh’s family en-
tertainer Sankranthiki 
Vastunnam. Despite the 
strong buzz and star pow-
er surrounding these 
projects, the jury found 

Homebound to be the 
most compelling choice 
to represent Indian cine-
ma on the global stage

Homebound has al-
ready been making 
waves internationally. 
Earlier this year, it was 
screened in the prestig-
ious Un Certain Regard 
section at the Cannes 
Film Festival, where it 
received glowing reviews 
for its nuanced storytell-
ing, powerful perfor-
mances, and cinematic 
depth. Critics praised 
Janhvi’s portrayal, not-
ing her ability to bring 
sensitivity and strength 
to a complex character. 

The film’s universal 
themes of  resilience, be-
longing, and identity ap-
pear to have resonated 
strongly with global 
audiences

For Janhvi Kapoor, 
this selection marks a de-
fining moment in her 
evolving career, estab-
lishing her not only as a 
star but also as a serious 
performer capable of  
carrying films with in-
ternational appeal. With 
India now rallying be-
hind Homebound, all 
eyes will be on the Oscars 
next year to see whether 
this film can make histo-
ry on the world stage

Janhvi’s Homebound is 
India’s Oscar Pick

“T hey Call Him 
OG” is already 
rewriting re-
cords before its 

release, creating an elec-
trifying wave among 
fans of  Power Star 
Pawan Kalyan. With just 
four days left for its 
grand theatrical debut, 
the film has pulled off  a 
rare and historic mile-
stone in Tollywood. Even 
before the trailer launch, 
“OG” has crossed the 
massive $2 million mark 
i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a 
through premiere pre-
sales alone. What makes 
this achievement ex-
traordinary is that no 
trailer has been released 
yet, yet the frenzy among 
fans is so high that book-
ings are skyrocketing. 
This feat makes “OG” 
the fastest Pawan Kalyan 
film ever to hit the $2 
million benchmark over-

seas, proving once again 
the unshakable star pow-
er of  the actor. The ex-
citement has only dou-
b l e d  w i t h  t h e 
announcement that the 
much-awaited trailer 
will drop today, setting 
the stage for an even big-
ger storm at the box 
office.

Directed by Sujeeth, 

“They Call Him OG” is 
being touted as a high-
octane gangster drama 
that promises style, 
scale, and solid action. 
The film also features 
Priyanka Mohan as the 
female lead, while Bolly-
wood actor Emraan 
Hashmi is stepping into 
Tollywood as the antago-
nist. The ensemble cast 

includes Sriya Reddy, Ar-
jun Das, and veteran ac-
tor Prakash Raj, adding 
immense weight to the 
narrative. Produced by 
DVV Danayya and Kaly-
an Dasari under the D 
Entertainment banner, 
“OG” has music com-
posed by Thaman, rais-
ing expectations for a 
powerful soundtrack to 
complement the film’s 
mass appeal.

With North American 
pre-sales already prov-
ing to be historic and fan 
anticipation touching 
the skies, all eyes are 
now on the trailer and 
the film’s opening day 
box of fice rampage. 
“OG” is not just a movie; 
it has become a celebra-
tion for Pawan Kalyan’s 
fans worldwide, who are 
eagerly waiting to wit-
ness their idol unleash 
his magic on the big 
screen.

Power Star Magic: OG 
Crosses $2M Without Trailer

T
a m i l  s u p e r s t a r 
Dhanush is back, 
not just as an actor 
but also as a film-
maker,  with his 

much-awaited directori-
al venture Idli Kadai. 
Now, the film is all set to 
reach Telugu audiences 
under the title Idli Kottu, 
and the makers have just 
released the trailer, 
which has already creat-
ed a strong buzz among 
fans.

I d l i  Ko t t u  m a rk s 
Dhanush’s fourth film as 
a director, and this time 
he is also playing the 
lead role. The movie is 
co-produced by Akash 
Bhaskaran, while in Tel-
ugu it is being presented 
by producer Rama Rao 
Chintapalli under the Sri 
Vedakshara Movies ban-
ner. The Telugu release 
is locked for October 1, 

ensuring a festive treat 
for audiences.

The trailer gives a 
glimpse into Dhanush’s 
character as a passionate 
chef. His dialogue — 
“They say you can do 
everything with ma-
chines, but taste comes 
only if  you put your 
mind to it. The work we 
do in life is not just for 
income” — perfectly 

sums up the film’s soul-
ful theme. The emphasis 
on passion, sincerity, and 
purpose in work makes 
the trailer both relatable 
and thought-provoking.

The cast is equally im-
pressive. Nithya Menen 
plays the female lead op-
posite Dhanush, while 
Arun Vijay, Shalini Pan-
dey, Sathyaraj, and Ra-
jkiran appear in crucial 

roles, adding depth to 
the narrative. With such 
a stellar ensemble, the 
film promises both dra-
m a  a n d  e m o t i o n a l 
intensity.

On the technical front, 
Idli Kottu boasts rich vis-
uals by cinematographer 
Kiran Kaushik, while 
G.V. Prakash Kumar’s 
music brings warmth 
and soul to the storytell-
ing. The film is jointly 
produced by Dawn Pic-
tures and Wunderbar 
Films Pvt. Ltd., further 
raising expectations.

With its inspiring dia-
logues, relatable prem-
ise, and strong star cast, 
Idli Kottu is gearing up 
to be one of  the most 
talked-about releases 
this season, bringing 
Dhanush’s vision as a di-
rector once again into 
the spotlight.

Dhanush’s ‘Idli Kottu’ Trailer 
Promises a Soulful Feast

P
rabhas, the pan-In-
dia superstar, is all 
set to take his fans 
by  s t o r m  o n c e 
again, this time 

with his upcoming enter-
tainer Raja Saab. As per 
the latest reports, the 
makers are planning a 
massive promotional 
drive in the United 
States, making this one 
of  the biggest interna-
tional campaigns for an 
Indian film in recent 
times.

The grand event is 
scheduled for December 
20, when Prabhas himself  
will head to the US to in-
teract with fans and me-
dia. Adding to the frenzy, 
the much-awaited trailer 
of  Raja Saab will also be 
launched on the same day, 
ensuring global audienc-
es witness the power-
packed glimpse first-
hand. With excitement 
already at a peak, this 
double treat has left fans 
counting down the days.

Directed by Maruthi, 
Raja Saab promises to 
present Prabhas in a re-
freshing new avatar, 
combining mass enter-
tainment with a blend of  

fun, romance, and high-
energy action. Industry 
insiders believe this film 
will showcase a lighter 
side of  Prabhas while 
still keeping his trade-
mark screen presence 
intact.

Given Prabhas’ im-
mense fan following 
across continents, the US 
promotional event is ex-
pected to draw record-
breaking crowds. Trade 
analysts suggest it could 
even set a new bench-
mark for international 
film promotions, high-
lighting just how big the 
craze for Indian cinema 
has become in the West.

Back home too, the 
buzz around Raja Saab is 
skyrocketing, with fans 
eager to see their favorite 
star in a completely dif-
ferent shade. With the 
trailer launch lined up 
alongside the US event, 
December 20 is shaping 
up to be a festival day for 
P r a b h a s  f a n s 
worldwide.

Raja Saab is produced 
on a grand scale and 
promises to be yet anoth-
er milestone in Prabhas’ 
illustrious career.

S
uperstar Mohanlal 
has been conferred 
with the prestig-
ious Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award for 

the year 2023, the highest 
recognition in Indian 
cinema, the Ministry of  
Information & Broad-
casting announced on 
Saturday. Known as the 
pride of  Malayalam cin-
ema, Mohanlal’s journey 
spans over four decades, 
during which he has 
earned acclaim not just 
as an actor, but also as a 
director and producer, 
making him one of  the 
most versatile and en-
during figures in Indian 
film history.

With an impressive fil-
mography exceeding 350 
movies across Malay-
alam, Tamil, Telugu, and 
Hindi cinema, Mohanlal 
has enthralled audiences 
with his remarkable 
range, effortlessly por-
traying a variety of  roles 
that highlight his depth 
and dedication to the 
craft. His performances 
have consistently dem-
onstrated charisma, au-
thenticity, and a commit-
ment to storytelling that 
resonates with viewers 
across generations.

Mohanlal’s contribu-
tion to Indian cinema is 
unparalleled, blending 
commercial success with 
critical acclaim. His abil-
ity to navigate between 
intense dramatic roles 
and lighter, comedic 
characters has solidified 
his status as one of  the 
greatest actors in the 

country. Beyond acting, 
his ventures as a produc-
er and director have fur-
ther enriched the film 
industry, showcasing his 
multifaceted talent and 
vision for cinematic 
excellence.

Over the years, Mo-
hanlal has been the re-
cipient of  numerous ac-
colades, including the 
Padma Bhushan and 
Padma Shri, reflecting 
his lasting impact and 
legacy in Indian cinema. 
The Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award now adds the ulti-
mate recognition to his 
illustrious career, hon-
ouring his  l i fetime 
achievements and his 
contributions to shaping 
the cultural fabric of  In-
dian cinema.

This accolade not only 
celebrates Mohanlal’s ar-
tistic brilliance but also 
his role as a torchbearer 
for Malayalam and Indi-
an cinema globally. Fans, 
colleagues, and industry 
peers have lauded the an-
nouncement, extending 
heartfelt congratula-
tions to the legendary ac-
tor, whose dedication 
and artistry continue to 
inspire generations of  
filmmakers and audienc-
es alike.

Massive Event Planned for 
Prabhas’ Raja Saab in the US

Mohanlal Honoured 
with Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award


