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BUZZ POINTS

CENTRE APPROVES

868 CRORE FOR 34

ROAD AND BRIDGE
PROJECTS IN
TELANGANA

The Central Government
has approved a major
infrastructure initiative in
, with Union Minister for
Road Transport and
Highways announcing the
sanction of 34 road and
bridge projects under the
(CRIF). The total invest-
ment for these projects
has been pegged at 868
crore, covering a com-
bined length of 422.36
kilometres across the
state. The announcement
was made by the minister
through a post on the
social media platform.

WELFARE OF

JOURNALISTS
WILL BE TAKEN

CARE: MINISTER

Ponguleti Srinivasa
Reddy, Minister for
Information and Public
Relations (I&PR), has
reaffirmed the state gov-
ernment’s commitment
to safeguarding the wel-
fare and rights of journal-
ists under the leadership
of Chief Minister.
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NEW DISCOM AND UNDERGROUND

CABLE IN HYDE

PN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Sept 16:
Revanth Reddy, the
Chief Minister of ,
conducted a com-
prehensive review
meeting with senior of-
ficials of the State En-
ergy Department to
discuss key proposals
and reforms aimed at
strengthening the pow-
er infrastructure
across the state, par-
ticularly in the region.
The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy
Chief Minister, Princi-
pal Secretary of Ener-
gy, CM’s Special Secre-
tary , (GENCO) CMD ,
CMD , (SPDCL) CMD ,
(NPDCL) CMD , (RED-
CO) Chairman and oth-
er top officials.
During the review,
officials briefed the
Chief Minister on sev-
eral proposals regard-
ing the implementa-
tion of underground
power cabling in Great-
er Hyderabad. They ex-
plained the key aspects
to be included in the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for the under-
ground cabling system.
Emphasizing the need
for a reliable power
supply system, the
Chief Minister direct-
ed that, along with un-
derground cabling, pri-
ority should be given to
upgrading existing
power substations in
the Core Urban Region.
He stressed that load
replacement measures
must be undertaken to
prevent overloading

and instructed officials
to ensure that no power
connection should ex-
ceed the designed ca-
pacity of a substation.
He also advised en-
hancing the capacity of
substations wherever
necessary to meet the
growing demand.

The Chief Minister
further ordered offi-
cials to identify areas
in the Core Urban Re-
gion where new power
substations are re-
quired and to incorpo-
rate advanced technol-
ogies in wurban
substations to improve
efficiency and safety.
He also suggested that
the underground ca-
bling system should be
designed in a way that
it can accommodate
not just electricity ca-
bles but also other util-
ity cables, enabling bet-
ter infrastructure
coordination. To en-
sure the state adopts
the best practices, he
directed the Energy
Department to study

KAVITHA MAY IMPACT RESULT OF
JUBILEE HILLS BY=POLLS

heated debate has
erupted within
the (BRS) over the
possible impact
of former party
leader on the upcom-
ing by-election in the
constituency. Kavitha,
who was recently sus-
pended from the party;,
has been openly acting
against BRS and dis-
tancing herself from
its leadership, creating
ripples in the party’s
internal circles. The
by-poll was necessitat-
ed by the sudden de-
mise of sitting BRS
MLA , and BRS has
fielded his wife as its
candidate, hoping to
gain public sympathy.
However, the political
atmosphere appears
far from one-sided.
Unlike earlier elec-
tions where BRS en-
joyed a clear edge, the
party is now facing a
tough contest as both
(Congress) and (BJP)
are making aggressive
moves to wrest control
of the seat. Political ob-
servers believe that the
sympathy factor sur-
rounding Gopinath’s
death is not resonating
as strongly with the
public as BRS had an-
ticipated. This has
raised concerns among
BRS strategists about
potential cracks in their
traditional vote base.
In this tense back-
drop, Kavitha’s role
has become a focal
point of discussion.
Several political ana-
lysts are suggesting
that Kavitha still holds

influence in certain
pockets of Jubilee
Hills, and her actions
could sway the out-
come. While she has
not announced support
for any specific candi-
date, there is growing
speculation that if she
indirectly or openly
backs a rival candi-
date, it could lead to a
split in the BRS vote
bank. Such a scenario
could tip the balance in
favor of either Con-
gress or BJP, both of
whom are eyeing an
upset victory in the

constituency.

BRS insiders are re-
portedly worried that
even a small shift of
loyal BRS supporters
towards another candi-
date because of Kavi-
tha’s influence could
prove costly in a close-
ly contested by-poll.
Analysts also point out
that Kavitha’s fallout
with the party has
been very public, and
her recent statements
have been interpreted
as attempts to under-
mine the current lead-
ership. This has led to
further uncertainty
among local cadre and
voters who were once

aligned with her fac-
tion within the party.

The BRS leadership
is trying to project uni-
ty and rally behind
Gopinath’s wife, but
the shadow of Kavi-
tha’s possible interfer-
ence looms large. As
campaigning intensi-
fies, Congress and BJP
are closely watching
the situation, report-
edly ready to capitalize
on any anti-BRS senti-
ment Kavitha may in-
directly fuel.

With voting day ap-
proaching, the central

question being debated
in political circles is
whether Kavitha will
actively intervene in
the Jubilee Hills by-poll
or remain on the side-
lines. If she chooses to
play an active role,
even subtly, it could
dramatically reshape
the contest and pose a
serious threat to BRS’s
chances of retaining
the seat. Either way,
her mere presence as a
political wildcard has
already added a new
layer of unpredictabil-
ity to the by-election,
making it one of the
most closely watched
contests in the state.

similar underground
cabling projects imple-
mented in and other
states. He instructed
that a comprehensive
plan for the under-
ground cabling project
should be prepared by
December and that the
entire project in the
Core Urban Region
should be completed
within the next two
and a half years.

In addition to under-
ground cabling, the
meeting also discussed
the proposal to estab-
lish a new power distri-
bution company (DIS-
COM) in the state,
apart from the existing
SPDCL and NPDCL.
Officials informed the
Chief Minister that the
Energy Department
had prepared a prelimi-
nary plan for this new
DISCOM. They ex-
plained that electricity
consumption related to
agriculture, major and
minor lift irrigation
projects, rural drink-
ing water supply, and
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drinking water supply
within the (GHMC)
limits could be brought
under the purview of
the new DISCOM.

The Chief Minister
suggested reorganizing
the existing two DIS-
COMs into three by cre-
ating this new one and
gave key directions on
the allocation of Power
Purchase Agreements
(PPAs), division of
staff, sharing of assets,
settlement of dues, and
other related issues. He
stated that the govern-
ment would proceed
with the formation of
the new DISCOM only
after obtaining Cabinet
approval. Revanth Red-
dy directed officials to
prepare a comprehen-
sive and time-bound
plan for setting up the
new DISCOM at the
earliest, marking a ma-
jor step towards
strengthening the
state’s power sector
and ensuring reliable
electricity supply to all
sectors.
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CASHINADE's HOME

ARRESTED IN DA CASE

In a major crackdown on corruption, the (ACB) has
arrested , Assistant Divisional Engineer
(Operations) with the (TGSPDCL) at Ibrahimbagh,
on charges of possessing assets disproportionate to

ccording to an offi-

cial press release is-

sued by the ACB,

searches were con-

ducted at ten differ-
ent locations linked to
Erugu, including proper-
ties owned by his rela-
tives and suspected bena-
mis. The searches led to
the discovery of several
high-value properties
and assets. These in-
clude a flat in , a ground-
plus-five-storey commer-
cial building in , and a
private company named
Amthar Chemicals
spread over 10 acres of
land. Additionally, six
residential plots in , agri-
cultural farmland, two
cars, significant quanti-
ties of gold ornaments,
and multiple bank depos-
its were also identified as
part of the seized
properties.

During the searches,
officials also discovered
unaccounted cash
amounting to 2.18 crore
at the residence of a sus-
pected benami associat-
ed with the engineer. In-
vestigators suspect that
these assets were ac-
quired by Erugu by mis-
using his official posi-
tion and engaging in

his known sources of income. Following extensive
searches, ACB officials uncovered a staggering
amount of wealth allegedly amassed through cor-
rupt practices.

corrupt practices during
his tenure at TGSPDCL.
ACB officials noted that
while the official values
of the properties are list-
ed at certain amounts,
their actual market val-
ue is believed to be sub-
stantially higher, indi-
cating the scale of
alleged illicit gains.
“The searches have
clearly revealed that the
officer amassed these
movable and immovable
properties dispropor-
tionate to his known
sources of income by
abusing his official posi-
tion. The searches are
still continuing to trace
further assets,” an ACB
official stated.
Following his arrest,
Ambedkar Erugu was
produced before a local
court and has since been

remanded to judicial cus-
tody. The ACB is continu-
ing its investigation to
identify other potential
benamis and to ascertain
the full extent of the
wealth accumulated by
the accused. Officials
said they are also exam-
ining the flow of funds
related to the company
and properties discov-
ered during the raids.
The arrest has sent
shockwaves through the
power utility sector,
highlighting the persis-
tent issue of corruption
within certain sections
of the bureaucracy. The
ACB has reiterated its
commitment to rooting
out corruption and stat-
ed that strict action
would continue against
officials found to be
CONTINUED ON >>P2

KOTHAGUDEM IS GOING TO GET
GREEN FIELD AIRPORT SOON

othagudem is set to
get a major infra-
structure boost,
with plans for estab-
ishing a Greenfield
Airport taking shape af-
ter discussions between ,
Telangana’s Minister for
Agriculture, and , Union
Minister for Civil Avia-
tion, in . The meeting,
held recently, has paved
the way for a broad agree-
ment between the and
the to move ahead with
setting up the airport in
the industrial town.
According to sources
familiar with the discus-
sions, Mr. Nageswara
Rao made a strong pitch
highlighting the strate-
gic importance of Koth-
agudem, which is well
known for its extensive
coal mines and a cluster
of power generation
units and heavy indus-
tries. He underscored
that the region has seen
significant industrial
growth, but lacks direct

air connectivity, which
has been hampering
business and investment
opportunities.
Responding positively
to the appeal, Mr. Ram-
mohan Naidu reportedly
conveyed his acceptance
in principle to the pro-
posal, assuring the state
government of the Cen-
tre’s support for the pro-
ject. The Union Minister
is said to have acknowl-
edged the growing eco-
nomic activity in and
around Kothagudem and
the potential benefits
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that improved air con-
nectivity could bring for
trade, commerce, and
employment.

Officials said both gov-
ernments have reached a
preliminary understand-
ing to establish a Green-
field Airport, which will
be designed and built
from scratch rather than
upgrading any existing
airstrip. Such an airport
would cater to both pas-
senger and cargo needs,
providing a significant
logistical advantage to
the coal belt and sur-

WE ARE LEAVING ARMS, STOP
THE OPERATION: MAOISTS

letter purportedly
sent by (Maoists)
has stirred specu-
lation in national
security circles af-
ter it was addressed to ,
the Prime Minister of
India, and , the Union
Minister for Home Af-
fairs. The letter, sent in
the name of a Maoist
leader identified as ,
claims that the group is

prepared to abandon
armed struggle and re-
quested the govern-
ment to halt its ongoing
anti-Maoist operations
for at least one month
as a confidence-build-
ing measure.

The development
comes in the backdrop
of a series of heavy set-
backs suffered by Mao-
ist cadres in recent

months, particularly
due to coordinated op-
erations carried out by
central paramilitary
forces with the backing
and strategic oversight
of the Ministry of
Home Affairs. Accord-
ing to security officials,
several Maoist leaders
and cadres have been
killed in these intensi
fied operations, which

rounding industrial
hubs.

The ministers are also
understood to have re-
viewed the technical and
economic feasibility of
the project during their
talks. They reportedly
discussed land availabil-
ity, environmental clear-
ances, and the need to
ensure compliance with
aviation safety and infra-
structure norms. Early
assessments suggest that
the project could give a
major boost to the local
economy, improving con-
nectivity for industries
as well as opening up
new opportunities in
tourism and services in
the eastern part of .

Government sources
indicated that further
formalities, including a
detailed project report
(DPR) and clearances
from the (DGCA) and
other concerned depart-
ments, will follow soon.
Once all approvals are in

have significantly
weakened the outfit’s
operational strength
and morale.

Sources indicate that
the current offensive,
which has been openly
endorsed and super-
vised by Amit Shah, has

place, the airport is ex-
pected to be developed
under the public-private
partnership (PPP) model
to attract investment and
ensure timely
completion.

The proposal has gen-
erated excitement among
local business circles
and residents, who have
long demanded better
transport infrastructure
to match the area’s eco-
nomic profile. The estab-
lishment of a Greenfield
Airport in Kothagudem
is seen as a transforma-
tive step that could inte-
grate the industrial town
more closely with na-
tional and international
markets.

If the plans progress
as expected, Kothagu-
dem could soon join the
growing list of regional
cities across India wit-
nessing rapid infrastruc-
tural development
through enhanced avia-
tion connectivity.

driven the Maoist or-
ganization into a state
of deep crisis. Once
considered a formida-
ble insurgent network
across several states,
the Maoists are now re-
portedly struggling for

CONTINUED ON >>P3
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WELFARE OF JOURNALISTS WILL
BE TAKEN CARE: MINISTER

onguleti Srinivasa

Reddy, Minister for

Information and

Public Relations

(I&PR), has reaf-
firmed the state govern-
ment’s commitment to
safeguarding the welfare
and rights of journalists
under the leadership of
Chief Minister.

At a review meeting
held at the on Monday,
the Minister instructed
officials to ensure that
all eligible journalists
are issued accreditation
cards through a trans-
parent and fair process.
He emphasised that the
government values the
role of the media in de-
mocracy and will extend
full support to their pro-
fessional and personal
welfare.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
including, Special Chief
Secretary (Home), ,
Chairman of the,, I&PR
Special Commissioner,
and, CPRO. Several criti-
cal issues were discussed
during the review, in-
cluding accreditation
policy reforms, the pro-
vision of health benefits
for journalists, the reviv-
al of journalism awards,
and the functioning of
the high-power commit-
tee responsible for ad-
dressing attacks on
journalists.

Minister Srinivasa
Reddy announced that
the high-power commit-
tee would be reconstitut-
ed to strengthen its effec-
tiveness. He pointed out
that a government order
issued in 2008 by the then
Congress government in
undivided —which gov-
erns the committee’s
structure and func-
tions—has not been re-
voked or revised even
after the formation of
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Telangana, and now re-
quires an update.

He further revealed
that the tripartite com-
mittee on journalists’
salaries and allowances
would also be restruc-
tured to better address
the current needs of me-
dia professionals. On the
issue of health insur-
ance, the Minister in-
structed officials to work
closely with the to con-
duct a detailed study and
design a suitable health
policy tailored for
journalists.

Additionally, he direct-
ed the creation of a dedi-
cated online portal for
receiving and processing
accreditation applica-
tions, which he said
would make the process
more accessible and
transparent. He also wel-
comed the proposal by
Press Academy Chair-

man K. Srinivasa Reddy
to restore the long-dis-
continued awards for ex-
cellence in journalism,
stating that such recog-
nitions would encourage
quality reporting and ac-
knowledge the hard
work of media
professionals.

The meeting was also
attended by , CEO of the
Aarogyasri Health Care
Trust, , Additional Com-
missioner of Labour, and
several other senior offi-
cials. According to an of-
ficial statement, the gov-
ernment is expected to
issue formal orders on
the proposed measures
soon, marking a signifi-
cant step towards
strengthening institu-
tional support and wel-
fare mechanisms for
journalists across
Telangana.
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cen!re Approves _868 cror_e for 34 Road and
Bridge Projects inTelangana

PN Bureau, Hy-

derabad, Sept 16:

The Central Gov-

ernment has ap-

proved a major in-
frastructure initiative
in , with Union Minis-
ter for Road Transport
and Highways an-
nouncing the sanction
of 34 road and bridge
projects under the
(CRIF). The total invest-
ment for these projects
has been pegged at 868
crore, covering a com-
bined length of 422.36
kilometres across the
state. The announce-
ment was made by the
minister through a post
on the social media
platform .

According to Gadka-
ri, the projects are ex-
pected to significantly
enhance connectivity
within Telangana, im-
proving transportation
networks between ur-
ban centres, industrial
hubs, and rural areas.
“These initiatives are
aimed at significantly
enhancing connectivity
and strengthening the
State’s transport net-
work. The Central Gov-
ernment remains reso-
lute in its commitment
to advancing road infra-
structure in Telangana,
thereby fostering inclu-
sive growth and bal-
anced regional develop-
ment,” the minister
noted in his post.

Officials from the
Ministry of Road
Transport and High-
ways (MoRTH) said
that the sanctioned pro-
jects include both road
widening and construc-

i
tion of new bridges, ad-
dressing critical bottle-
necks in the state’s
transport corridors.
Many of the roads slat-
ed for development are
vital links connecting
districts, industrial
zones, and agricultural
markets, ensuring
smoother flow of goods
and people. The bridge
projects will not only
reduce travel time but
also strengthen resil-
ience against floods and
other natural disrup-
tions that have occa-
sionally hampered con-
nectivity in rural and

semi-urban areas.

The CRIF, under
which these projects
are being funded, is
part of the Union Gov-
ernment’s broader plan
to enhance road and in-
frastructure networks
across India. It aims to
provide targeted sup-
port to states for im-
proving road quality,
building new linkages,
and facilitating safer
and more efficient
transport networks.
The fund has been in-
strumental in enabling
states to implement
large-scale projects that

boost reg10na1 develop
ment and economic
activity.

Analysts believe that
the sanctioned projects
in Telangana will also
have a direct impact on
economic growth by fa-
cilitating the move-
ment of goods from in-
dustrial hubs, mining
areas, and agricultural
belts to urban centres
and markets. Improved
road infrastructure is
expected to attract
more investment, par-
ticularly in logistics,
manufacturing, and
agro-based industries.

It is also likely to boost
employment opportuni-
ties during the con-
struction phase and in
ancillary sectors.

State officials wel-
comed the Centre’s an-
nouncement, highlight-
ing that these projects
align with Telangana’s
ongoing efforts to mod-
ernise its transport net-
work. By reducing trav-
el time and improving
road safety, the projects
are expected to benefit
commuters, transport-
ers, and businesses
alike.

The Union Ministry
has indicated that de-
tailed project reports
(DPRs) and tendering
processes for the 34 pro-
jects will commence
soon, with an emphasis
on timely completion,
quality construction,
and adherence to envi-
ronmental and safety
standards. Once com-
pleted, the initiatives
are expected to create a
modern, efficient, and
resilient road network
in Telangana, further
integrating the state’s
economic and social in-
frastructure with na-
tional development
objectives.

With this significant
funding and project
rollout, the Central
Government and the
state of Telangana are
moving closer to
achieving a well-con-
nected, sustainable,
and inclusive transport
ecosystem that sup-
ports long-term growth
and regional
development.

VEENAKUMARI, NEW CHIEF POSTMASTER
GENERAL OF TELANGANANOW

TPN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Sept 16: Veena
Kumari a 1998-batch of-
ficer of the (IPoS), has
taken charge as the new
Chief Postmaster Gen-
eral of the . She assumed
office on September 8,
marking the beginning
of what officials de-
scribed as a new phase
of modernisation and
citizen-centric reforms
in the state’s postal
network.

According to a release
issued on Tuesday by As-
sistant Director of Postal
Services , Dermal brings
with her over 27 years of
distinguished service
spanning administra-
tion, technology deploy-
ment, policy reforms and
international engage-
ments. Known for her ex-
pertise in driving tech-
nology-1led
transformations and in-
stitutional reforms, she
is expected to lead the
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Telangana Circle with a
focus on enhancing effi-
ciency, digital integra-
tion, and service
delivery.

Dermal has previously
held several key roles
within the postal frame-
work, combining high-
level policy-making re-
sponsibilities with
field-level operational
experience. Her tenure
has been marked by ini-
tiatives aimed at improv-
ing the reach and relia-
bility of postal services,
streamlining human re-
source development, and
introducing innovations
in service delivery
models.

Most recently, she
served as Deputy Direc-
tor General (PMU) at the
between 2024 and 2025. In
that role, she spearhead-
ed the nationwide rollout
of Advanced Postal
Technology (APT) 2.0
across more than 1.5

lakh post offices, a move
hailed as a major leap
forward in the digital
transformation of postal
services. The APT 2.0
project has been credited
with enhancing opera-
tional efficiency, improv-
ing customer experience,
and integrating postal
networks with emerging
digital platforms.
Officials said her ap-
pointment comes at a
crucial juncture, as the
postal network in is un-
dergoing rapid techno-
logical upgrades and
aligning itself with the
expanding demands of e-
commerce, financial in-
clusion, and last-mile de-
livery. Dermal is
expected to bring strate-
gic leadership in these
areas, leveraging her ex-
perience in policy re-
forms and technology
deployment to strength-
en the operational capa-
bilities of the circle.

Under her leadership,

the Telangana Postal Cir-
cle is likely to accelerate
its efforts to modernise
infrastructure, expand
digital services, and en-
hance citizen engage-
ment through improved
accessibility and relia-
bility. The department
also aims to strengthen
its workforce capacity
through targeted HR de-
velopment measures, an
area where Dermal has
had extensive
experience.

Her assumption of
charge has been wel-
comed within the postal
fraternity, with many of-
ficials expressing confi-
dence that her leader-
ship will usher in a new
era of efficiency, innova-
tion, and customer-ori-
ented growth for the
state’s postal services.

ACB FOUNDRs.2 Cr CASH IN ADE S HOME

amassing wealth ille-
gally. The Bureau has
also appealed to the pub-
lic to come forward with
credible information
about any such suspi-

cious accumulation of
wealth by public
servants.

As the investigation
progresses, further rev-
elations are expected in

the case, which could po-
tentially uncover a larg-
er network of financial
irregularities. The ar-
rest of Ambedkar Eru-
gu stands as a signifi-

cant development in the
ACB’s ongoing drive to
enforce accountability
and transparency with-
in government depart-
ments in Telangana.

CMLAUNCHED A SPECIAL PROGRAM

FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED STUDENTS

PN Burea, Hy-

derabad, Sept 16:

In a heartening

initiative, the has

launched a special
programme to train
visually impaired stu-
dents in music, aiming
to empower them
through artistic ex-
pression and skill de-
velopment. The effort
has drawn apprecia-
tion from the top eche-
lons of the, with Chief
Minister personally
commending the
project.

As part of the pro-
gramme, a formal
event was held where
the Chief Minister, ac-
companied by , Minis-
ter for Transport and
BC Welfare, and , Min-
ister for Minorities
Welfare, distributed
musical instruments
to the visually im-
paired students. The
gesture marked a sym-
bolic push for inclu-

sive development,
highlighting the gov-
ernment’s commit-
ment to supporting the
aspirations of differ-
ently abled children.

During the event,
the students show-
cased their musical tal-
ent by performing a
series of songs for the
dignitaries. Their per-
formances won praise
from the ministers,
who lauded the stu-
dents’ determination
and enthusiasm. A spe-
cially recorded CD of
these songs was also
released on the occa-
sion by the ministers,
marking a milestone
for the budding
musicians.

Officials from the
Welfare Department
said the initiative is
aimed at nurturing
hidden talents among
visually impaired chil-
dren, building their
confidence, and open-

ing up new opportuni-
ties in cultural and
creative fields. They
added that music train-
ing not only offers a po-
tential career path but
also provides a thera-
peutic outlet for emo-
tional expression and
social inclusion.
Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy applaud-
ed the Karimnagar ad-
ministration for
conceptualising and
executing such a
unique programme.
He stressed that the
government is com-
mitted to ensuring that
differently abled chil-
dren are given equal
opportunities to pur-
sue their interests and
develop their skills.
The ministers also as-
sured continued sup-
port for similar initia-
tives across the state,
stating that such pro-
grammes reflect the
government’s broader

vision of inclusive
welfare.

Parents and teachers
present at the event ex-
pressed happiness
over the initiative, not-
ing that it had already
sparked a newfound
confidence in the par-
ticipating students.
They said the support
from the district ad-
ministration and the
personal encourage-
ment from the Chief
Minister would go a
long way in motivating
the children to pursue
their passion for
music.

The event concluded
with a collective pledge
from the ministers and
officials to expand
such inclusive pro-
grammes to other parts
of , ensuring that dif-
ferently abled children
across the state can ac-
cess platforms to show-
case their talents and
realise their potential.
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KTR says By

PN Bureau, Hy-

derabad, Sept 16:

The political heat in

intensified on Tues-

day as (KTR), work-
ing president of the
(BRS), launched a scath-
ing attack on the ruling ,
predicting inevitable by-
elections in the state and
asserting that the Con-
gress government’s
“honeymoon period”
was over.

Speaking at a meeting
of constituency leaders
and activists at , KTR ac-
cused the Congress of
surviving on lies, defec-
tions, and fear of elec-
tions, while asserting
that BRS would soon wit-
ness a political resur-
gence under the leader-
ship of (KCR).

In a direct challenge,
KTR asked the Congress
to openly admit the de-
fected BRS MLAs into its

party and face the people
in by-elections.

“If the Congress truly
believes in democracy,
let them say these MLAs
are theirs and go for by-
elections. Their defeat is
certain,”

he said, adding that
the Congress’s hesita-
tion to acknowledge the
defectors publicly ex-
posed its lack of confi-

dence and moral
weakness.
KTR remarked that de-

fections from BRS to
Congress had weakened
the ruling party rather
than strengthening it, as
it had failed to own them
up and seek public
mandate.

Calling the Congress a
party “built on lies,” the
BRS leader said that the
ruling party had come to
power on false promises
and misinformation, and

Y

warned that people’s pa-
tience was wearing thin.
He alleged that the

TELANGANA

- a
Congress was scared of
facing elections at any polls, and was trying to

level, whether they were

panchayat polls or by-

cling to power through

backdoor tactics and
blame games.

KTR admitted that
BRS failed to effectively
counter the Congress
narrative during the last
Assembly elections.

“Our focus was solely
on development and wel-
fare. That was our mis-
take. We did not expose
the Congress’s lies
effectively,”

he acknowledged.

However, he stressed
that the honeymoon pe-
riod for the government
was over, and said that
the public no longer
trusts a government sur-
viving only by blaming
the previous administra-
tion instead of deliver-
ing on its promises.

In a pointed attack on,
a state minister, KTR
questioned his political
integrity in light of pre-
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vious (ED) raids on his
residence.

He demanded clarity
on the outcome of the
raids, asking why both
the ED and the Minister
remained silent.

“Has he colluded with
the (BJP)? Or is he work-
ing at the behest of Re-
vanth Reddy, who him-
self is working in
tandem with the BJP?”

KTR questioned, add-
ing that he doubted Srin-
ivas Reddy’s chances of
being re-elected from in
the next polls.

Despite what he de-
scribed as conspiracies
by both the Congress and
the BJP, KTR exuded
confidence that BRS
would make a strong
comeback. He hailed
KCR as the architect of
Telangana and one of
the longest-serving re-
gional leaders after the

Electlons are inevitable

late , and compared his
potentlal return to pow-
er to the coronation of
Lord Rama after exile.

“Like Lord Rama’s
crowning after return-
ing from exile, BRS will
return to power under
KCR’s leadership,” KTR
declared, drawing ap-
plause from party
cadres.

KTR’s remarks come
at a time when political
battlelines are sharpen-
ing in Telangana, with
defections, party infight-
ing, and leadership chal-
lenges dominating the
headlines. His state-
ments indicate that BRS
is preparing to take an
aggressive stance
against the Congress,
aiming to reclaim lost
ground and position it-
self as the primary chal-
lenger in the state’s po-
litical arena.

Minister Slams False Propaganda

Against Free Bus Scheme

inister has

strongly con-

demned the false

propaganda and

baseless criti-
cism being spread
about the free bus trav-
el scheme for women in
. Addressing a felicita-
tion event organized to
congratulate the newly
elected members of the
Secretariat Women Em-
ployees’ Welfare Asso-
ciation, Seethakka
lashed out at those at-
tempting to portray the
scheme as unnecessary
and discredit it through
misleading content on
social media.

The Minister ex-
pressed serious con-
cern that certain indi-
viduals were posting
videos and comments
online to undermine
the significance of the
scheme, which was
launched with the aim
of empowering women
and reducing their fi-
nancial burden. She
stated that some were
trying to portray the
scheme as wasteful,
without understanding
its positive impact on
millions of women
across the state. “Such
comments and videos
are not just misleading
but are deeply insulting
and derogatory towards
women,” Seethakka

said, adding that these
attempts reflect the
deep-rooted male chau-
vinistic mindset of
those indulging in such
acts.

Seethakka urged peo-
ple to be vigilant and
not fall prey to such
false propaganda. She
called upon society to
recognise and support
women’s empowerment
initiatives instead of
trying to belittle them.
“When women are sup-
ported, they can create
wonders. Instead of
mocking schemes
meant for their welfare,
we should encourage
and celebrate their pro-
gress,” she asserted.

Highlighting the
transformative impact
of the free bus travel
scheme, Seethakka said
it had brought signifi-

cant relief to women
from poor and middle-
class families by reduc-
ing their daily travel
expenses. She added
that the scheme was
enabling women to
travel safely and con-
veniently to their work-
places, educational in-
stitutions, and markets,
thereby contributing to
their social and eco-
nomic mobility. “This
scheme is not just about
free travel; it is about
giving women the free-
dom to move, to work,
and to achieve their
goals without being
held back by financial
constraints,” the Minis-
ter said.

Seethakka warned
that the government
would consider taking
strict action against
those who deliberately

spread false informa-
tion or make derogato-
ry remarks about wom-
en-centric welfare
schemes. She stressed
that undermining
women’s welfare initia-
tives would not be toler-
ated, and those trying
to malign such schemes
would be held
accountable.

Minister also partici-
pated in the felicitation
programme and joined
Seethakka in congratu-
lating the newly elected
members of the Secre-
tariat Women Employ-
ees’ Welfare Associa-
tion. Both ministers
emphasized that the
government is commit-
ted to creating an ena-
bling environment
where women can
thrive, and that any at-
tempt to discredit such
welfare schemes would
be dealt with seriously.

Concluding her re-
marks, Seethakka
called on everyone to
join hands in building a
society that values and
uplifts women. She said
the success of welfare
schemes depends on
the collective efforts of
the government, civil
society, and citizens to
ensure they reach the
intended beneficiaries
without stigma or
misinformation.

TELANGANA LOSTRs.5000 Cr

DUETO GSTREVISION

PN Bureau, Hy-

derabad, Sept 16: Mr.

Mallu Bhatti Vikra-

marka, the Deputy

Chief Minister of
Telangana Government,
has said that the state
government is prepared
to forgo revenue of near-
ly 5,000 crore annually
following the recent revi-
sion of (GST) rates.
Speaking at an interac-
tion with the business
community at the on
Tuesday, September 16,
Bhatti said the decision
to rationalise GST was
taken by Chief Minister
and the state cabinet as
part of a broader policy
aimed at benefiting poor,
middle-class, and farm-
ing families.

Bhatti explained that
although the state would
incur a significant reve-
nue loss, the government
had actively supported
the policy changes to
promote economic
growth among common
and middle-class people.
The programme was or-
ganised by the to engage
with traders and explain
the rationale behind the
GST revisions. He noted
that the new GST struc-

ture would benefit crores
of people as many essen-
tial and widely used
goods would become
cheaper, thereby easing
the financial burden on
households.

“The revised GST
rates will ensure that a
large number of goods
are available at lower
prices. It is the responsi-
bility of both the govern-
ment and the trading
community to make sure
these benefits actually
reach the public,” Bhatti
said, as per a press re-
lease from his office. He
emphasised that the suc-
cess of this reform de-
pended on honest and
transparent implementa-
tion by traders, urging
them to clearly display
the revised prices of

goods after the rate
changes.

Bhatti revealed that
detailed discussions
were held in to simplify
GST procedures and re-
duce complexities for
businesses. He asked
traders to communicate
the impact of GST
changes without hesita-
tion and to place boards
in front of their shops
listing how the prices of
different goods have
changed after the ration-
alisation. This, he said,
would help the public un-
derstand the benefits
they are entitled to and
create trust between con-
sumers and the trading
community.

Highlighting the eco-
nomic impact of one ma-
jor revision, Bhatti said

that the GST slab on ce-
ment has been reduced
from 28% to 18%, which
will directly bring down
cement prices. He said
this would boost the con-
struction sector and cre-
ate new avenues for
growth and employment.
He also remarked that is
rapidly evolving into a
“city state” as urbanisa-
tion accelerates across
Telangana, and the state
needs a robust construc-
tion and infrastructure
ecosystem to support
this growth.
Reassuring the busi-
ness community, Bhatti
said that the Telangana
government is always
open to discussing and
resolving their con-
cerns to make doing
business easier in the
state. “The govern-
ment’s doors are always
open. Any issues raised
by traders will be dis-
cussed and resolved,” he
assured, adding that co-
operation between the
government and busi-
ness community was es-
sential to ensure that
the benefits of GST re-
forms are effectively
passed on to the people.

WE ARE LEAVING ARMS, STOP THE OPERATION: MAOISTS

their survival, facing de-
pleting manpower, disrupt-
ed supply chains, and de-
clining public support in
their former strongholds.

While Maoist influence
still lingers in certain re-
mote forested zones and
pockets where their sympa-
thizers remain, intelli-
gence inputs suggest that
their ability to mount re-
taliatory strikes has drasti-
cally diminished. Local
cadres, fearing further loss-
es, have reportedly re-
frained from engaging in
any significant counter-at-
tacks against security forc-
es, a marked shift from
their earlier strategy of ag-

gressive resistance.

This letter, if genuine,
could signal a rare expres-
sion of willingness from
the Maoists to explore a
cessation of hostilities —at
least temporarily. However,
the authenticity of the
communication remains
under question. Neither
the Government of India
nor the Maoist leadership
has officially confirmed
whether the letter is genu-
ine. Security analysts cau-
tion that the possibility of
the letter being a tactical
ploy by a weakened group
cannot be ruled out, aimed
at buying time to regroup
and recover from the recent

onslaught.

Experts also note that
the Maoist movement has
been on a steady decline
since the launch of over a
decade ago, which marked
the beginning of sustained
and coordinated counter-
insurgency efforts by cen-
tral and state forces. The
recent string of successful
encounters and surrenders
has further eroded their
cadre strength and disrupt-
ed their command
structure.

Until an official state-
ment is issued either by the
government or by the Mao-
ist leadership confirming
or denying the authenticity

of the letter, authorities are
treating it with caution. If
verified, it could open the
door to a possible cessation
of hostilities and dialogue,
but if it proves false, it
would underscore the Mao-
ists’ desperation and con-
tinued use of psychological
tactics to ease the pressure
of security operations.

For now, the letter re-
mains an intriguing devel-
opment in the long-running
conflict, and its implica-
tions will depend entirely
on whether it represents a
genuine shift in the Maoist
approach or merely a stra-
tegic maneuver born out of
crisis.

Teenmaar Mallanna Set to Launch New Political Party

PN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Sept 16: In
a move that could
reshape the politi-
cal landscape of ,
noted journalist-
turned-politician , pop-
ularly known as, is pre-
paring to launch a new
political party. The for-
mal announcement is
expected to be made on
the eve of Telangana’s
merger with India anni-
versary, a symbolic date
chosen to underline his
vision for the state’s po-
litical future.
Currently serving as
an MLC and a key fig-
ure in the (Congress) in
Telangana, Mallanna
has been under discipli-
nary action by the party

leadership. Over the
years, he has emerged
as a vocal advocate for
the rights of Backward
Classes (BCs), often re-
iterating his demand
for BC reservations and
championing the slo-
gan of “BC CM for
Telangana.”

RIFT WITH
CONGRESS

Mallanna’s fallout
with Congress stems
from his strong criti-
cism of a government
survey on BCs, which
he publicly alleged to be
flawed and misleading.
His remarks created a
stir within the party,
leading to his suspen-

sion from Congress
pending disciplinary
proceedings.

Before joining Con-
gress, Mallanna had
also been associated
with the (BJP) for a
brief period. His deci-
sion to now float a sepa-
rate party marks a sig-
nificant shift in his
political trajectory,
raising questions on
whether he can build an
independent support
base strong enough to
influence Telangana
politics.

CAN HE MAKE
AN IMPACT?

Political analysts are
closely watching to see

whether Teenmaar
Mallanna can convert
his personal popularity
into electoral success.
His strong stance on BC
rights may help him at-
tract support from
backward communi-
ties, but building a full-
fledged political organi-
sation from scratch
remains a formidable
challenge.

As Telangana’s politi-
cal scene continues to
evolve, Mallanna’s new
venture could emerge
as a wildcard in upcom-
ing electoral battles, po-
tentially altering vote
dynamics among back-
ward classes and disen-
chanted sections of the
electorate.

A JOURNEY FROM MEDIA TO POLITICS

Chintapandu Naveen’s rise has been any-
thing but conventional. Starting as a small-time
employee in a media house, he gained popular-
ity through his satirical television programme
, which earned him the nickname Teenmaar
Mallanna. His witty and bold commentary on
contemporary issues struck a chord with the

6

public, particularly among youth and rural

audiences.

Riding on his popularity, Mallanna made a
determined entry into active politics, often
facing setbacks and resistance, but gradually
carving out a space for himself. His eventual
election as Member of Legislative Council
(MLC) is seen as the culmination of his
persistent efforts in public life.

While his detractors
dismiss the move as
personal ambition, his
supporters believe this

could be the beginning
of a BC-centric political
force in Telangana.
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PN Bureau, Hy-

derabad, Sept 16—

Weather experts

have issued a warn-

ing for heavy to
very heavy rainfall in
Hyderabad and adjoin-
ing districts starting
Tuesday evening and
continuing through the
early hours of Wednes-
day. Both the India Me-
teorological Depart-
ment (IMD) and
independent weather
analysts have cautioned
residents to remain
alert for potentially in-
tense weather
conditions.

According to the IMD-
Hyderabad’s one-day
forecast issued Tuesday
morning, the city will
experience a generally
cloudy sky with light to
moderate rain or thun-
dershowers, accompa-
nied by gusty winds.
Misty or hazy condi-
tions are also expected

HYDERABAD
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Heavy Rainfall Likely in Hyderabad,
urrounding Dlstrlcts on Wednesday

Hn,/'

durlng the early morn-
ing and night hours.
The IMD has predicted
maximum and mini-
mum temperatures of
around 29°C and 22°C,
respectively.
Independent weather
analyst T. Balaji, popu-
larly known on social
media for his accurate
forecasts, echoed the
IMD’s warnings, pre-
dicting significant rain-
fall across Hyderabad
and neighboring dis-
tricts. Posting on X (for-
merly Twitter), Balaji
stated, “Today (Tues-
day), a massive trough
line is expected to pass
through the Hyderabad
region. Therefore, Hy-
derabad and surround-
ing districts like Medak,
Sangareddy, Kamared-
dy, Siddipet, Rangared-
dy, Vikarabad, Yadadri-
Bhongir, Nizamabad,
Jagtial, and Rajanna-
Siricilla will receive

heavy to Very heavy
rainfall during the even-
ing to overnight hours.”

He added that while
Hyderabad would expe-
rience dry conditions

until Tuesday after-
noon, widespread show-
ers are likely to begin by
evening and continue
through the night. The
rainfall could bring

Telangana Cracks Down on lllegal Sale of
Abortion Kits: 165 Medical Licences Suspended

Medical Abortion (MTP)

PN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Sept. 16 —
In a sweeping state-
wide operation, the
Drugs Control Ad-

ministration (DCA) of
Telangana has intensi-
fied its efforts to combat
the illegal sale of abor-
tion kits. Between Au-
gust 22 and September
15, DCA officials con-
ducted raids on 809 medi-
cal shops across the
state. The inspections
uncovered violations at
234 locations, leading to
the suspension of 165
medical store licences
and the cancellation of
seven others.

The crackdown fo-
cused on the unauthor-
ized sale and distribu-
tion of Medical
Termination of Preg-
nancy (MTP) kits, which
contain drugs such as
Mifepristone and Mis-
oprostol. These medica-
tions are used to medi-
cally terminate
pregnancies and are
classified under Sched-
ule H of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules, 1945.
As such, they cannot be
sold over the counter and
must only be dispensed
with a valid prescription
from a registered medi-
cal practitioner.

During the raids, DCA
teams also identified
quacks and unlicensed
individuals who were
found illegally stocking
and selling these abor-
tion kits without proper
authorization. Officials
reported a range of vio-
lations including dis-
pensing medication
without a doctor’s pre-
scription, absence or in-

completeness of bill re-
cords, selling drugs in
the absence of a licensed
pharmacist, and operat-
ing medical stores with-
out valid documents.
Authorities empha-
sized that these viola-
tions pose a serious
threat to public health.
The misuse of MTP Kits,
especially without prop-
er medical supervision,
can lead to life-threaten-
ing complications. Ac-
cording to the Medical
Termination of Preg-
nancy Act, 2002, abortion
kits should only be used
under the supervision of
a qualified gynaecolo-
gist. Inappropriate use
of these drugs can cause
severe adverse effects
such as excessive uterine
bleeding, incomplete
abortion, and failure to
detect ectopic pregnan-
cies. Ectopic pregnan-
cies, if not diagnosed
and treated in time, can

R

rupture and lead to in-
ternal bleeding or even
death.

Speaking to the media,
senior DCA officials reit-
erated the department’s
commitment to ensuring
safe medical practices
and upholding the law.
They warned that strict
legal action would be
taken against violators,
including cancellation
of drug licences and
prosecution under rele-
vant provisions of the
Drugs and Cosmetics
Act.

The DCA has also ap-
pealed to the public not
to purchase abortion
pills from unauthorized
sources or without con-
sulting a registered med-
ical practitioner. "Self-
medication with MTP
kits is dangerous and
canresult in irreversible
health complications. We
urge people to approach
licensed medical profes-

Kit of Mifepristone & Misoprostol Tablets
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sionals for any reproduc-
tive health-related is-
sues," an official stated.

This large-scale opera-
tion highlights the state's
determination to tackle
the rising concerns over
the misuse of abortion
drugs and ensure that
such sensitive medical
treatments are adminis-
tered safely and legally.
The DCA has indicated
that more such inspec-
tions will continue in the
coming months to moni-
tor compliance and curb
unlawful practices in the
pharmaceutical retail
sector.

In addition to enforce-
ment actions, the DCA
also plans to increase
awareness among phar-
macists and the public
about the legal and medi-
cal implications of han-
dling and using Schedule
H drugs, especially those
related to abortion and
reproductive health.

temporary flooding in
low-lying areas and traf-
fic disruptions across
the city, similar to the
spells seen in previous
weeks.

The weather system
responsible for the in-
coming rain is attribut-
ed to a trough line—a
type of low-pressure
area in the atmos-

phere—which is likely
to intensify as it passes
over the central parts of
Telangana, including
Hyderabad.

In light of these warn-
ings, authorities have
advised citizens to take
precautions, especially
during evening and
night hours. Commut-
ers are urged to plan
their travel in advance
and avoid routes prone
to waterlogging. Motor-
ists, in particular, are
advised to drive cau-
tiously as visibility may
be reduced due to mist
or heavy showers.

Urban flooding has
been a recurring issue
for Hyderabad during
monsoon spells, and of-
ficials from the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC)
are reportedly on alert.
Emergency teams and
disaster response units
have been kept on stand-

by to deal with any rain-
related incidents.

While this bout of
rain brings some relief
from the recent hot and
humid conditions, the
IMD has not ruled out
the possibility of fur-
ther rainfall in the com-
ing days, depending on
the development of ad-
ditional weather
systems.

Residents are encour-
aged to monitor updates
from official channels
and stay indoors during
periods of intense rain-
fall. The public can also
follow real-time weath-
er alerts from IMD and
trusted meteorologists
like Balaji for accurate
and timely
information.

As always, caution re-
mains key as the city
prepares for another
wet night under the in-
fluence of changing
monsoon dynamics.

ber 16:
In a major step
towards resolving
the perennial flooding
issues in the heart of
the city, , Hyderabad In-
charge Minister, along
with , Mayor of
(GHMC), on Tuesday
laid the foundation
stone for a comprehen-
sive stormwater drain
(SWD) project from
Lakdikapool to Nam-
pally Exhibition
Ground.

The project, under-
taken by GHMC, is be-
ing implemented at an
estimated cost of 17.93
crore and is expected to
provide a lasting solu-
tion to waterlogging
and flooding during
monsoons in several
densely populated
localities.

Speaking at the
event, Minister Prab-
hakar emphasised the
government’s commit-
ment to improving civ-
ic infrastructure and
urban resilience under
the leadership of ,
Chief Minister of .

“A substantial
amount of funds is be-
ing allocated for devel-
oping roads and canals
across the city. These
efforts are part of a
broader strategy to en-
hance civic amenities
and improve the brand
image of Hyderabad,”
he said.

The ceremony was
also attended by , Mem-

B

ber of , , MLA from
Nampally, , MLC, and ,
Zonal Commissioner,
among other officials
and public
representatives.

Project Details

According to GHMC
officials, the stormwa-
ter drain will be con-
structed using Rein-
forced Cement
Concrete (RCC) box
technology to ensure
durability and long-
term sustainability.
The total length of the
drain will be 2,720 me-
tres, strategically de-
signed to channel rain-
water from several
low-lying areas and
prevent urban
flooding.

The project has
been divided into
two major
stretches:

» New Pragathi Press to

Nampally Exhibition
Grounds — covering

about 2,150 metres
« Chirag Ali Lane to

Bombay Bazaar via

Nampally Station

Road — covering 570

metres

The drain will cater
to a catchment area of
approximately 175.13
hectares, covering sev-
eral critical and flood-
prone localities includ-
ing FTCCI Marg, Red
Hills, Devaiah Bagh,
Ek Minar Masjid Road,
Netaji Nagar, and Nam-
pally Station Road.

By creating a dedi-
cated channel for
stormwater, the project
aims to reduce surface
runoff, prevent water
stagnation, and im-
prove road safety dur-
ing the rainy season.

Officials added that
once completed, the
RCC box drain will sig-
nificantly reduce the
burden on existing sew-
er and drainage net-
works, allowing rain-
water to be quickly
discharged into natural

Foundation Stone for 17_.93-Cr0fe
Storm water Drain Project

PN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Septem-

outfalls. The project is
also expected to im-
prove sanitation and
minimise damage to
roads and public prop-
erty caused by seasonal
flooding.

Part of Broader
Urban
Development
Push

The GHMC has been
prioritising stormwa-
ter drain development
in several parts of the
city as part of its cli-
mate resilience and
infrastructure
strengthening plan.
Similar projects are
already underway in
other vulnerable
zones.

With this new pro-
ject, the government
hopes to address one of
the long-standing civic
challenges in central
Hyderabad, bringing
relief to thousands of
residents and
commuters.

PN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Septem-
ber 16:
In a major bu-
reaucratic reshuf-
fle, the has issued Gov-
ernment Order (GO) No.
1241, transferring and
assigning new responsi-
bilities to several senior
IAS officers. The shake-
up is aimed at strength-
ening governance, ac-
celerating project
implementation, and
bringing renewed ad-
ministrative focus to
crucial sectors includ-
ing transport, urban
planning, and social
welfare.

As part of the reshuf-
fle, , TAS, assumed
charge on Tuesday as
the Managing Director
(MD) of (HMRL). He has
been given full addition-

al responsibilities of
the post, officially re-
lieving long-time MD
from his duties.

HMRL, one of the
largest metro rail pro-
jects in the country, is
currently preparing for
network expansion and
service upgrades. The
government is under-
stood to be banking on
Sarfaraz Ahmad’s ad-
ministrative experience
to infuse new momen-
tum into the city’s rapid
transit operations and
to push forward with
pending infrastructure
projects.

Apart from this key
appointment, three oth-
er IAS officers have
been transferred or giv-
en additional charges:

IAS, who was serving
as the Director of

(WCD), has been re-
lieved from her
position.

She has been replaced
by , IAS, who has now
been posted as the Di-
rector of WCD. The de-
partment is responsible
for implementing a
range of schemes and
policies aimed at wom-
en’s safety, empower-
ment, and the protec-
tion of child rights
across Telangana. Offi-
cials expect Ojha’s ap-
pointment to strengthen
ongoing programmes
and improve outreach
efforts.

IAS, has been given
full additional charge as
Secretary of (TGSWRE-
IS), relieving from the
post. TGSWREIS man-
ages hundreds of resi-
dential schools and col-

leges for students from
marginalised communi-
ties, and Krishna Adi-
tya’s appointment is be-
ing viewed as a move to
inject fresh leadership
into the organisation’s
educational initiatives.

IAS, has been ap-
pointed as the Joint
Metropolitan Commis-
sioner (General) of
(HMDA) and also given
full additional charge as
HMDA Secretary, re-
placing , who has been
transferred. HMDA
oversees planning, in-
frastructure develop-
ment, and regulation in
the rapidly expanding
Hyderabad metropoli-
tan region. The govern-
ment hopes that Sree-
vatsa’s appointment
will accelerate planning
approvals and strength-

inter-agency
coordlnatlon

Senior officials said
the reshuffle is part of a
broader effort by the
state government to op-
timise administration,
fill key vacancies, and
place experienced offic-
ers in critical roles. The
changes come at a time
when Telangana is fo-
cusing on urban infra-
structure growth, social
welfare reforms, and
improving public ser-
vice delivery across
departments.

The latest transfers
reflect the government’s
intent to bring in dy-
namic leadership and
enhance operational ef-
ficiency across depart-
ments handling crucial
development
programmes.

Telangana Gout Reshuyffles Key IAS Offlcers
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Telangana Tourism and Gulture Minister

Reviews Preparations for Bathuk

PN Bureau, Hy-
derabad, Sept 16:
Telangana Tour-
ism and Culture
Minister Jupalli
Krishna Rao has con-
ducted a comprehen-
sive review of prepara-
tions for the upcoming
Bathukamma festival,
emphasizing that the
celebrations should
seamlessly blend tradi-
tion with modernity
while highlighting the
state’s rich cultural her-
itage, natural beauty,
and tourism potential.
The review meeting
was held at the Tourism
Plaza in Begumpet.

Speaking at the meet-
ing, Minister Krishna
Rao stated that arrange-
ments are being made
to ensure that the
Bathukamma festivi-
ties are celebrated in a
grand and vibrant man-
ner, engaging people
from all walks of life.
He stressed the need for
the festival to reflect
Telangana’s culture
and traditions, in line
with the directives of
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao.

The Minister in-
structed officials to en-
sure that celebrations
are conducted not only
in villages but also in

Hyderabad with equal
grandeur. He highlight-
ed the importance of
involving famous pil-
grimage sites, histori-
cal locations, and key
tourist destinations
across the state in the
festivities. Special em-
phasis was laid on or-
ganizing cultural pro-
grams at these locations
to showcase Telanga-
na’s unique traditions
and heritage.

Minister Krishna Rao
also directed the offi-
cials to design Bathu-
kamma-themed songs,
visuals, and events that
capture the essence of
the state’s culture and
traditions, while pro-

moting environmental
awareness and tourism.
He encouraged citizens
to share these cultural
expressions on social
media, such as in color
tunes and status up-
dates, to enhance public
engagement and global
visibility.

In terms of sustaina-
bility, the Minister
stressed that flowers
and other materials
used during the festival
should not be discarded
carelessly. Officials
were asked to ensure
eco-friendly arrange-
ments and avoid the use
of non-biodegradable
items in festival
preparations.
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The festival is sched-
uled to be celebrated
from September 21 to
30, and the Minister em-
phasized that the open-
ing ceremony on Sep-
tember 21 at the historic
Veerabhadra Temple in
Warangal should be ex-
ecuted in a grand man-
ner. In Hyderabad,
Bathukamma idols will
be installed at selected
junctions, tourism ho-
tels, railway stations,
bus terminals, airports,
and universities to en-
courage widespread
participation.

Minister Krishna Rao
also requested educa-
tional institutions to in-
volve students in Bathu-

amma Festival

kamma celebrations,
ensuring that the
younger generation ac-
tively participates in
the festival. District
Collectors were in-
structed to oversee ar-
rangements in their re-
spective districts to
guarantee smooth and
vibrant celebrations.
Additionally, cultural
experts and profession-
als are to be engaged for
the organization of pro-
grams to ensure the au-
thenticity and gran-
deur of the festivities.
The review meeting
was attended by Special
Chief Secretary of the
Tourism Department
Jayesh Ranjan, Mem-
ber of the Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare
Commission Bhavani
Reddy, Chairperson of
the Vaishya Corpora-
tion Kalva Sujata, State
Art Gallery Director
Lakshmi, and other
senior officials.
Through these metic-
ulous preparations, Tel-
angana aims to show-
case Bathukamma as a
festival that not only
preserves tradition but
also promotes tourism,
environmental aware-
ness, and cultural pride
on a global platform.

Telangana Minister Konda Surekha
Assures Support to Forest Officials

PN Bureau, Hy-

derabad, Septl6:

Telangana Forest,

Environment, and

Endowments Min-
ister Konda Surekha
has assured forest offi-
cials of her full sup-
port, emphasizing that
any attack on them will
be met with strict ac-
tion under the PD Acts.
The minister made the
remarks during a re-
view meeting with rep-
resentatives of the
State Forest Depart-
ment Officers’ Associa-
tion at the Telangana
Secretariat on
Monday.

The meeting was at-
tended by Principal
Secretary Ahmed Na-
deem, PCCF Dr. Suvar-
na, Sunita Bhagwat,
and other senior offi-
cials. During the ses-
sion, leaders of the for-
est officers’
associations highlight-
ed their concerns and
challenges faced in the
field.

Speaking at the
meeting, Minister
Surekha said she
would always stand as
a “big sister” to forest
personnel and would
remain accessible to
listen to their griev-
ances. She assured that
minor issues could be
resolved within the de-
partment itself, while
more critical matters
would be escalated to
the Chief Minister for
speedy resolution. “We
are all part of one fam-
ily,” the minister said,
underlining the impor-
tance of forest officials
as the frontline person-
nel protecting the
state’s natural resourc-
es. She described it as
her responsibility to
ensure their welfare.

Minister Surekha
also pledged to work
toward granting forest
officials allowances
equivalent to those
provided to police per-
sonnel. Her assuranc-
es were welcomed by
all the association
leaders present at the
meeting. She recalled
that in the unified
Andhra Pradesh, for-
est officers used to re-

‘

were discontinued af-

ter the formation of

Telangana. She added

that the Chief Minis-

ter has responded posi-
tively to issues brought
to his attention during

a recent departmental

review, marking the

first time such support
was extended to forest
officials in Telangana.

The association lead-
ers presented a list of
demands and sugges-
tions to the minister,
including:

« Strict action against
encroachers of for-
est land, similar to
measures in
Maharashtra.

+ Immediate appoint-
ments of forest beat
officers and recruit-
ment for nearly 2,000
vacant posts.

» Upgrading Section
Officer posts from
zone-level to district-
level positions.

ceive awards, which

wheelers to beat of-
ficers, Section Offic-
ers, and DROs for
field inspections.

« Reorganization of

sections and beats at
the state level.

- Implementation of a

three-year rotation
policy for field offi-
cials to ensure 100%
transfers.

- Establishment of

two to three forest
stations in every
district.

» Provision of arms

for officials as part
of forest protection.

» Allocation of rent-

free quarters for of-
ficials posted in ru-
ral forest areas, in
place of HRA.

« Regular promotion-

based recruitment to
replace conversion
quotas, similar to ex-
cise department
practices.

» Admission priority

for forest officials’
children in schools,
similar to provisions
for police personnel.

+ Granting gazetted
status to Deputy
Rangers.

« Prompt resolution of
vigilance, enforce-
ment, and discipli-
nary cases to ensure
justice.

» Equal pay and allow-
ances for forest offi-
cials as received by
police personnel.
Minister Surekha as-

sured the officers that

all feasible measures
would be taken to ad-
dress their demands
and improve working
conditions. She reiter-
ated the government’s
commitment to the
safety, welfare, and pro-
fessional recognition
of forest personnel,
highlighting their cru-
cial role in protecting

Telangana’s forests

and environment.

Hydra Continues Search
for Three Missing Persons

PN Bureau, Hy-

derabad, Septl6:

The search opera-

tion for three indi-

viduals who went
missing after falling
into drains on Sunday
is ongoing, with Hydra
authorities conducting
extensive surveys
across multiple loca-
tions. Despite intensive
efforts, the missing per-
sons have not yet been
located.

On Tuesday, Hydra
officials carried out a
detailed inspection of
the drains and extended
the search to the Musi
River. The operation in-
volved the use of drones
to scan the entire river
stretch, though no sig-
nificant leads were
found.

During the search,
Hydra personnel recov-
ered a two-wheeler be-
longing to Dinesh, also
known as Sunny, which
had fallen into a canal
in Vinobha Colony,
Musheerabad. The bike
was found approximate-
ly 150 meters from the
incident site and was
retrieved by officials on
Tuesday. Following this,
Hydra teams opened
every catch pit between
the location where the
vehicle was found and
the site of the accident,

but Sunny’s trail re-
mained elusive.

The search operation
also continues for Ar-
jun and Ramulu, who
went missing after fall-
ing into the Afzal Sagar
drain in Asifnagar. Sim-
ilar to Sunny’s case,
drones were deployed
over the Musi River on
Tuesday, but the opera-
tion did not yield any
results.

Additional Hydra
personnel, including
Sri Varlapappayya, con-
firmed that the teams
had also ventured into
underground drainage
channels to locate the
missing individuals, de-
spite the high risks in-
volved. They noted that
DRF personnel con-
ducted searches in the
subterranean drainage
network with extreme
caution, highlighting
the challenges posed by
such operations.

Hydra officials, in-
cluding Sri
Jayaprakash, Sri Gau-
tam, and Sri Yajnana-
rayana, are leading the

SN

L ot
search operations, coor-
dinating the teams and
monitoring progress
closely. The authorities
have assured that ef-
forts will continue re-
lentlessly until the
missing persons are
traced.

The ongoing search
underscores the dan-
gers associated with ur-
ban drains and water
bodies during the mon-
soon season. Authori-
ties have advised resi-
dents to exercise
caution near open
drains and rivers, par-
ticularly during heavy
rainfall, to prevent such
incidents.

Despite the exhaus-
tive search using both
drones and on-ground
inspections, the miss-
ing individuals remain
unlocated, leaving fami-
lies anxious and offi-
cials vigilant. Hydra
authorities have stated
that every possible
measure is being un-
dertaken to trace the
missing persons
safely.

PN Bureau, Ka-

rimnagar, Sept 16:

The recent heavy

rains have severe-

ly damaged roads
across Manakondur
constituency, prompt-
ing urgent action from
the local administra-
tion. Manakondur
MLA Dr. Kavvampalli
Satyanarayana has di-
rected Panchayati Raj
officials to ensure that
repair work is carried
out immediately, em-
phasizing that public
inconvenience due to
damaged roads must
be minimized.

On Tuesday, the
MLA convened a re-
view meeting at the
Prajabhavan in LMD
Colony to assess the
condition of roads in
the constituency, along
with the progress of
various ongoing devel-
opment works. During
the meeting, Dr.
Satyanarayana closely
examined the impact
of heavy rains and
floods on local infra-
structure, particularly
focusing on the pot-
holes and damaged
stretches that have dis-
rupted daily commut-

ing for residents.

Dr. Satyanarayana
questioned the offi-
cials about any propos-
als that may have been
submitted to the gov-
ernment regarding the
repair of these roads.
He stressed the impor-
tance of creating an
actionable plan that
identifies damaged
roads on a mandal-
wise basis, so that re-
pair work can com-
mence without delay.
“The heavy rainfall
and floods have left
many roads in poor
condition, causing se-
vere inconvenience to
the public. It is impera-
tive that repair work
begins immediately,”
the MLA said.

The review meeting
was attended by key
Panchayati Raj engi-
neering officials, in-
cluding Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineer
Rahman, Deputy EEs
Manjula Bhargavi and
Ravi Prasad, as well as
AEs Surender Reddy,
Praveen, Mallesh, and
Venkateshwar. Offi-
cials briefed the MLA
on the status of each
affected road and out-

lined the technical and
financial resources re-
quired to undertake
repairs efficiently.

Dr. Satyanarayana
instructed the officials
to prioritize roads that
are crucial for connec-
tivity and daily com-
muting. He empha-
sized that all necessary
coordination should be
established between
state government de-
partments and Pan-
chayati Raj officials to
ensure seamless exe-
cution of repair pro-
jects. The MLA also
highlighted that citi-
zens should not face
prolonged hardships
due to infrastructural
damage and that trans-
parency in planning
and execution is
essential.

The meeting con-
cluded with the MLA
directing the officials
to prepare a detailed
action plan mandal by
mandal. This plan will
focus on identifying
the worst-hit roads and
implementing repair
and maintenance
works immediately. Of-
ficials assured the
MLA that they would

PN

Manakondur MLA Directs Immediate Repairs of

Roads Damaged by Recent Rains

expedite the repair
process and report
progress regularly to
ensure accountability
and timely
completion.

The urgent review
comes at a time when
residents of Manakon-
dur constituency have
faced significant diffi-
culties due to damaged
roads, which have af-
fected daily travel, ac-
cess to essential ser-
vices, and local
transportation. By pri-
oritizing repair work,
the MLA aims to re-
store normalcy and en-
sure that public mobil-
ity is not
compromised.

With these direc-
tives in place, it is ex-
pected that the repair
and maintenance of
roads in Manakondur
will be carried out
swiftly, mitigating the
impact of recent heavy
rains and floods. Resi-
dents are hopeful that
the proactive meas-
ures by the MLA and
Panchayati Raj offi-
cials will lead to safer
and more accessible
roads across the
constituency.
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From Degrees to Skills: Why Indian Education Needs Urgent Reinvention

CA, CMA, CPA

(USA), M.Com

Founder, CEO
ShreeM Education

or years now, I've
watched thousands of
students pass through
the traditional educa-
tion system - bright,
capable, and full of poten-

tial, only to land in a job
market that barely recog-
nizes their degrees. As
someone who works at the
intersection of education,
employability, and indus-
try-readiness, I can say this
with conviction: our cur-
rent education model is
outdated. And in today’s
fast paced world, outdated
is dangerous. When Educa-
tion Became a Checklist In
many parts of India, edu-
cation is no longer about
learning — it’s about
checking boxes. Get a de-
gree. Get ajob. Get a salary.
That’s the loop. And in the
process, we’re producing
graduates who are not job-

ready — just job-hoping.
Over time, I’ve seen stu-
dents enter colleges with-
out clarity, study without
curiosity, and graduate
without confidence. They
come to us, not because
they failed their exams, but
because their degrees
failed to prepare them for
the real world. The intent
was noble. The result, how-
ever, is disheartening. The
Problem Isn’t the Students.
It’s the System. Students
today are hungry, restless,
and exposed to more global
competition than any pre-
vious generation. But the
system they’re being
trained in was built for a

world that no longer exists.
And it shows. Across the
country, I’ve spoken to
HR’s and employers who
don’t even glance at de-
grees anymore. They ask: ¢
Can they work on real
data? « Can they communi-
cate effectively? « Do they
understand the tools we
use? « Can they solve prob-
lems without waiting for a
supervisor? And unfortu-
nately, the answer — more
often than not — is “no.”
This isn’t limited to com-
merce or finance. It cuts
across engineering, law,
media, and even business
schools. The symptoms are
everywhere: underemploy-

didn't sign

leaves
Having born

Is of the sway

Independence
In the sunset

However this day...
Is not just a cloth

to begot again

threads

With meagre perks

And the thoughts opened the eyes
Probably concealed the shy beauty with

And conceived from my people

The life shaped in silk yarn

By the touch of my ancestors fingertips

Maybe, adapted, initial syllable, for civilisation!

With breathe yarns my grand, grang grand fathers
weaved on weft and wrapt tool

The grandure and glory in handloom cloth is

A singasia of Indian culture

The secrecy of aesthetic beauty of

The sky touching young queens

Lies in the the dressed up silk sarees is
Of that glitters mirage!

The kudos of great kings
That mirrored the colours That are imprinted

Of the spindle in the loom!

In the early hours flattered at the hopes of

Is of the projectile National flag!

That I nit the thread of yarn
The pages of wetted tears of the life struggle are

Me is the Brahma, the Creator

At the tip of fingers born inb

The dreams of colourful atrs are

Vanished, in the palms,dark clouds

The starving pains, that hide, in the broken

Its not just a piece of cloth,
The towering industry of weavers

In midst od the scream of powerlooms
The weavers slender artistic sound,
Of miserable thready pain

Is the symbol of erstwhile.

Involved fully in work of craft
The days are not conscious of time

The struggle in life is
Hunger noise of bloom and gloom

In struggling life of weavers

The sweat thread of starving

The silky colours drenched in pain rain
In the sound of weaving tool its a fateline

However...

Life among the sorrowful tides

Fought out for hopes

Me is the weaver

That weaves the dreams on the loom psyche

The Life of yarn threads

hen the primitive couple
Perhaps might enjoyed fruit where God

On the journey path

In search of summary of life
While nitting the threads

The rainbow, VIBGYOR
a blend of colours

Was glittering before my eyes

Just a thread it is
A ray of hope
That's a life tie

The work that I do
Is a tear droplet

And a novel melodious song

Translation:
Dr.T.Radhakrishnamacharyulu
Source: A Telugu poem “Noolupogula
Bathuku” by
Wilson Rao Kommavarapu.

ment, confusion, lack of
confidence, and an obses-
sion with “degree and cer-
tifications” that offer no
practical value. The Illu-
sion of a Guaranteed Fu-
ture What concerns me
even more is the debt trap.
Inspired by flashy promis-
es and global logos, parents
are now willing to take
massive loans to send their
children to courses that of-
fer little more than inflated
hope. Zoho’s founder, Srid-
har Vembu, has rightly
questioned this model. “I
urge students and parents
to be cautious in borrow-
ing heavily to pursue de-
grees abroad. Borrowing

heavily to pursue degrees
in India is unwise too. I
strongly believe we should
not trap young people in
debt in the name of educa-
tion. The only smart course
is for prospective employ-
ers to fund training pro-
grams and for the industry
to broadly accept such al-
ternative credentials rath-
er than ask for formal de-
grees. The best investment
we make as a company is in
training and skill develop-
ment. I hope companies do
this widely so we don’t
strand young people in
debt.” This is not just an
opinion. They’re signals
from the world we are step-

< .\\\..

ping into. What the Future
Demands The truth is this:
A degree is no longer a dif-
ferentiator. A skill is. And
the sooner we accept that,
the faster we can build a
generation that’s future-
ready. The Shift Is Not Op-
tional. It’s Inevitable. Col-
leges and universities need
to evolve. We need fewer
lectures and more labs.
Fewer PDF's and more pro-
jects. Fewer rigid degrees
and more flexible path-
ways. The world no longer
asks, “Where did you
study?” It asks: « What can
you do? - Can you learn
fast? - Can you adapt when
things change? The day our

education system starts an-
swering those questions,
we’ll stop worrying about
placements. In Conclusion
As afounder, a mentor, and
most importantly, a con-
cerned citizen — I believe
this change is not just nec-
essary, it’s non-negotiable.
Because education should
be about unlocking poten-
tial —not adding pressure.
And because our students
don’t just deserve jobs —
they deserve futures. Let’s
build an education system
that respects talent, nur-
tures skill, and prepares
for the world we actually
live in — not the one we left
behind.

India’s Bond Yields Rise Despite

Rate Cuts, Inflation at Record Low

Market Reactions
and Fiscal Concerns

umbai: India’s
inflation is at an
eight-year low,
and the Reserve
Bank of India
(RBI) has cut policy
rates three times since
February. Yet, in a
counter-intuitive trend,
the 10-year government
bond yields have
climbed over 20 basis
points since June, clos-
ing at 6.47 percent on
Wednesday.

Why Yields
Are Rising

Bond yields typically
fall when interest rates
are reduced, but ex-
perts cite several con-
cerns driving the unex-
pected surge.
Lower-than-expected
tax collections, fiscal
deficit worries, and
global uncertainties,
including US tariffs on
Indian exports, have
unnerved investors.
RBI’s shift in stance
from ‘accommodative’
to ‘neutral’ has also sig-
naled a pause in further
cuts, contributing to
the rise.

Impact of GST
Cuts

The government’s de-

Independent analyst Ajay Bodke explained that while GDP
growthin Qlis encouraging, fears of fiscal slippage remain
high. Weak tax receipts, slowing global demand, and geopo-
litical tensions have heightened risks. Investors are also

worried about higher government borrowing if revenues fall
short, which would push yields further upward. Former
Federal Bank director Ashutosh Khajuria noted that the
market read RBI's neutral stance as the end of rate cuts. The
bond market, he said, “sees the future” and expects infla-
tionto bottom out. He added that yields breached the nor-
mal 60-80 basis points spread with the repo rate, influ-
enced heavily by global movements and US trade policies.

cision to rationalize
GST rates to two slabs
— 5 percent and 18 per-
cent — was initially
feared to cause a larger
fiscal shock. However,
investors found the im-
pact manageable, with
yields softening slight-
ly after the announce-
ment. The Finance
Ministry estimates a
revenue loss of Rs
48,000 crore from the
rate cuts.

Export and

Dutsourcing
Worries

Experts warn that
punitive US tariffs are
already hurting sectors
like textiles, gems and
jewellery, and chemi-
cals. Services exports
may also suffer if the
US proceeds with the
proposed outsourcing
tax under the HIRE bill.
Bodke said replacing
US markets with alter-
natives will be “a long-
drawn, low-margin

process.”

Looking Ahead

SBI Research has cau-

tioned that yields may
not moderate until the
impact of tariffs be-
comes clear. With infla-
tion low but global
headwinds rising, the
Indian bond market re-
mains jittery. For now,
the government faces
the challenge of manag-
ingfiscal stability while
navigating trade shocks
and market anxieties.

US threats of moretariffson India will backfire

he White House has

signaled plans to im-

pose tariffs of up to

100 per cent on Chi-

na and India, the
two largest buyers of
Russian energy, in an at-
tempt to weaken Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s
war machine in Ukraine.
However, the success of
this strategy depends on
support from the Euro-
pean Union and the
Group of Seven, where
consensus remains
unlikely.

EU Resistance and
Global Dilemmas

The European Union
faces hurdles, particu-
larly from Hungary’s
pro-Kremlin leadership,
which is expected to
block any secondary
sanctions. Similarly, Ja-
pan and the UK may

avoid fully aligning with
Washington, wary of
jeopardizing their strate-
gic interests in Asia. For
many advanced econo-
mies, the tariffs present
a difficult balance be-
tween security priorities
and economic
pragmatism.

China’s Leverage
on Raw Materials

China, now a major
competitor to Western
manufacturers, could
face a surge of redirect-
ed exports to Europe if
the US tariffs take effect.
European producers
might welcome tempo-
rary protection from
Chinese goods like cars,
furniture, and applianc-
es, but the move remains
anti-consumer and risky.
Beijing controls critical
resources like rare

earths and has previous-
ly weaponized this ad-
vantage in trade dis-
putes. Analysts warn
that it could easily retali-
ate again if faced with a
broader coalition.

India in the
Crossfire

India’s inclusion in the
tariff plan has raised
eyebrows. Unlike China,
India is neither a strate-
gic rival nor a manufac-
turing threat. On the
contrary, it has been
building deeper trade
ties, recently signing a
free-trade pact with the
UK while negotiating
one with the EU. Japa-
nese companies such as
Suzuki and Honda have
invested heavily in India,
and financial giants like
Sumitomo Mitsui and
Mizuho are expanding

their footprint.

Pressure on Modi
Government

President Donald
Trump, while threaten-
ing tariffs beyond the
current 50 per cent, has
also expressed optimism
about securing a bilateral
trade deal with India. Yet
Washington’s demands
go beyond energy, press-
ing New Delhi to end Rus-
sian oil purchases and
open its agriculture mar-
ket to genetically modi-
fied US corn and soy-
beans. For Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
conceding on agriculture
could spark fresh pro-
tests from farmers who
have already resisted re-
forms in the past decade.

Strategic
Risks Ahead

If pushed too hard, In-
dia may lean toward a
Eurasian bloc where
Chinese manufacturing

dominates and Russia
supplies commodities, a
shift that would under-
mine US goals. Modi’s

challenge is to balance
domestic political pres-
sures with external
trade demands, avoiding

both agricultural con-
cessions at home and
strategic isolation
abroad.
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Kerala Drafts 25-Year Urhan Policy
Following Landmark Urhan Conclave

TPN Correspondent |

Kerala

erala has unveiled
plans for its first
comprehensive ur-

ban policy, setting
25-year vision for

the state’s cities, follow-
ing the Kerala Urban
Conclave 2025 held in
Kochi. The two-day
event attracted over
3,000 delegates, includ-
ing international ex-
perts and mayors from
eight Indian cities, and
focused on shaping sus-
tainable, inclusive, and

economically vibrant
urban futures.

The conclave gener-
ated 300 actionable rec-
ommendations de-
signed to enhance
livability, equity, and
economic growth
across urban areas. Key
proposals include con-
ducting social audits
for urban local bodies,
establishing city-level
business development
councils, creating five
economic growth hubs,
setting up urban obser-
vatories in every city,
and mobilising revenue
through digital tax sys-

Conclave
2025

tems, green bonds, and
diaspora contri
butions.

Local Self-Govern-
ment Minister MB
Rajesh described the
conclave as “a historic
step towards building
cities of the future,” em-
phasizing that the 25-
year vision transcends
political divides and ac-
tively involves citizens,
experts, and elected rep-
resentatives. “These 300
recommendations will
guide us in drafting a
modern, inclusive, and
climate-resilient urban
policy that can serve as

a model for the entire
country,” he said.

In a move to elevate
the policy on the global
stage, Kerala also signed
Letters of Intent with
UN-Habitat and the
United Nations Univer-
sity’s Institute on Com-
parative Regional Inte-
gration Studies
(UNU-CRIS). These col-
laborations are expected
to facilitate the showcas-
ing of Kerala’s urban
initiatives at platforms
such as the World Urban
Forum and create oppor-
tunities for internation-
al knowledge exchange

L

and technical support.

The state government
aims for the policy to
balance rapid urbanisa-
tion with sustainability,
ensuring that cities re-
main economically dy-
namic, socially equita-
ble, and environm
entally resilient over the
next quarter-century.
With the combined ex-
pertise of local stake-
holders and internation-
al partners, Kerala’s
urban policy is posi-
tioned to set bench-
marks for inclusive ur-
ban governance in India
and beyond.

Congress Forms Pradesh Election Committee

Ahead of Bihar Assembly Polls PM Navmchandm in Delhi

TPN Correspondent |
Delhi

head of the Bihar

Assembly elec-

tions, the Congress

on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 16, 2025, an-
nounced the formation
of its Pradesh Election
Committee to prepare
the party for the upcom-
ing electoral battle. The
move comes as part of
the party’s strategy to
strengthen its organisa-
tion and ensure coordi-
nated efforts across the
state.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has
approved the constitu-
tion of the Pradesh Elec-
tion Committee of the
Bihar Pradesh Congress
Committee (BPCC) with
immediate effect. The
committee will serve as
the central decision-
making body for poll-re-

lated planning, cam-
paign strategies, and
candidate coordination
in Bihar.

The newly formed
committee comprises 39
members, including
prominent leaders such
as Bihar unit chief
Rajesh Ram, Shakeel
Ahmed Khan, and
Madan Mohan Jha. Oth-
er notable members in-
clude Rajesh Rathore,
Motilal Sharma, Anshul
Avijit, Qaiser Ali Khan,
Ramesh Prasad Yadav,
Shashi Ranjan, Subodh
Mandal, Fauzia Rana,

and Khushboo Kumari.
In addition to its mem-
bers, the committee will
have all Members of Par-
liament (MPs), Members
of the Legislative As-
sembly (MLAs), Mem-
bers of the Legislative
Council (MLCs), AICC
secretaries, Congress
Working Committee
(CWC) members from Bi-
har, and heads of frontal
organisations as perma-
nent invitees. This struc-
ture is aimed at ensuring
inclusivity and leverag-
ing the experience of
senior leaders for effec-

tive election
management.

Bihar is expected to go
to polls around Novem-
ber 2025, and the Con-
gress is keen on mount-
ing a strong challenge to
itsrivals in the state. The
formation of the Pradesh
Election Committee is
seen as a step to stream-
line campaign efforts,
identify strong candi-
dates, and address local
issues effectively, with a
focus on boosting the
party’s prospects in the
elections.

Party sources indicat-
ed that the committee
will meet regularly in
the coming weeks to fi-
nalise campaign strate-
gies, coordinate with
district-level units, and
monitor poll prepara-
tions, underscoring
Congress’s intent to be
fully battle-ready for the
Bihar Assembly
elections.
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PM to Inaugurate PM MITRA
Park, Launch Seva Pakhwada in

Madhya Pradesh

TPN Bureau |
New Delhi

rime Minister

Narendra Modi

will lay the foun-

dation stone for

India’s first PM
MITRA Park and inau-
gurate the fortnight-
long ‘Sewa Pakhwada’
during his visit to Dhar
district in Madhya
Pradesh on Wednesday
(September 17, 2025),
Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav announced. The
PM will also launch the
Swasth Nari Sashakt
Parivar Abhiyan at
Bhainsola village in
the district.

The health campaign
will include state-wide
camps for screening
and testing of diabetes,
high blood pressure,
anaemia, and tubercu-
losis at Ayushman Aro-
gya Mandirs and Com-
munity Health Centers.
Prenatal checkups, nu-

trition counseling, and
training sessions on
menstrual hygiene and
nutrition for adoles-
cent girls will also be
conducted. Voluntary
blood donation will be
encouraged as part of
the initiative.

CM Yadav highlight-
ed that the fortnight-
long drive aligns with
the Prime Minister’s
vision of a healthy so-
ciety contributing to a
strong nation. “Wom-
en’s health and empow-
erment are the basis of
progress. Madhya
Pradesh has to play an
important role in the
Developed India 2047
mission,” he said.

The PM MITRA Park
in Dhar has already at-
tracted investment pro-
posals exceeding 23,000
crore from 114 leading
textile companies.
Once fully developed,
the park is expected to
generate employment

for three lakh people.
The project follows the
5F vision — Farm-to-
Fibre-to-Factory-to-
Fashion-to-Foreign —
and spans a total of
2,158 acres, with 1,300
acres already allotted
and the remaining
land to be provided in
phases.

The inauguration of
Seva Pakhwada, sched-
uled from September
17 to October 2, will see
the Prime Minister ad-
dressing the people of
Madhya Pradesh and
reinforcing the govern-
ment’s commitment to
public service, wom-
en’s empowerment,
and health. The PM MI-
TRA Park is expected
to bring transforma-
tive socio-economic
benefits to the region,
providing livelihoods
for thousands of fami-
lies and boosting In-
dia’s textile and appar-
el industry.

Sonia, Rahul Gandhi meet Mauritius

TPN Correspondent |
New Delhi

ongress Parliamen-

tary Party Chair-

person Sonia Gan-

dhi and Leader of

the Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi on Tuesday
held a meeting with Dr
Navinchandra Ramgool-
am, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Mauri-
tius, in Delhi. Dr Ram-
goolam, who carries the
distinguished honours
of GCSK and FRCP, ison
an official visit to India
aimed at strengthening
bilateral relations be-
tween Port Louis and
New Delhi.

While the specifics of
the discussions were not
officially disclosed, party
sources indicated that
the talks highlighted In-
dia’s historic and cultur-
al connections with Mau-
ritius. The meeting

focused on enhancmg
people-to-people ties, fos-
tering cooperation across
various sectors, and rein-
forcing the long-standing
friendship between the
two nations. The leaders
reportedly discussed av-
enues to promote cultur-
al exchanges, economic
partnerships, and collab-
orative initiatives that
would benefit citizens of
both countries.

Dr Ramgoolam’s visit,
scheduled from Septem-
ber 9 to 16, has involved
extensive engagements

with Indlan leaders and
visits to significant cul-
tural and economic hubs.
During his trip, he
toured Mumbai, Varana-
si, Ayodhya, and Tirupa-
ti, gaining insights into
India’s rich heritage,
spiritual landmarks, and
economic landscapes.
The Prime Minister of
Mauritius has expressed
interest in deepening
collaboration in areas
such as trade, tourism,
education, and technolo-
gy, building on the strong
historical ties between

the two nations.

The meeting with So-
nia and Rahul Gandhi
underscores the impor-
tance Mauritius places
on its relationship with
India, reflecting shared
values, mutual respect,
and the aim of strength-
ening bilateral engage-
ment at multiple levels.
Both sides highlighted
the significance of con-
tinuing dialogue and ex-
panding cooperative ef-
forts to enhance
economic, cultural, and
social linkages.

Dr Ramgoolam’s visit
is seen as part of a broad-
er initiative to consoli-
date diplomatic rela-
tions, promote cultural
diplomacy, and explore
new opportunities for
collaboration, ensuring
that the longstanding
bond between India and
Mauritius continues to
flourish in the years
ahead.

“Against Federalism™: Vijay’s TUK Criticises Amit Shah’s Hindi Day Remarks

TPN Correspondent |
Delhi

ctor Vijay’s Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhag-
am (TVK) has
strongly criticised
Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah’s remarks
on Hindi, terming them
an attempt to impose the
language on non-Hindi-
speaking states. The par-
ty described the com-
ments as discriminatory
towards non-BJP-ruled
states and a threat to In-
dia’s federal structure.
“The Union govern-
ment, even after failing
to impose Hindi, is con-
stantly trying to enforce
it,” said TVK propagan-
da and policy general

secretary Arunraj in a
statement. He added that
prioritising one lan-
guage over others goes
against federalism and
called on Shah to with-
draw his statement made
on Hindi Day, in which
he said Hindi will play
an important role in a
self-reliant India.

The TVK urged the
Union government to
embrace all states, lan-
guages, and religions,
noting that such inclu-
sivity would ensure ho-
listic growth for the
country. TVK chief Vijay,
who has announced po-
litical opposition to both
the ruling DMK and the
BJP in Tamil Nadu, has
previously criticised the
alleged imposition of

Hindi through the three-
language policy.

The party also ex-
pressed concern over
Shah’s comments on the
English language, call-
ing them a “direct” as-
sault on Tamil Nadu’s
two-language education
policy. On September 14,
Shah had addressed Hin-
di Diwas, stating that
Hindi should not be seen
as arival to other Indian
languages but as a com-
panion. “I always say
that Hindi is not a com-
petition to Indian lan-
guages. Hindi is a friend
of Indian languages.
There are no conflicts be-
tween them,” he had
said.

Resistance to teaching
Hindi in southern

schools, led by Tamil
Nadu and the ruling
DMK, remains strong.
The state follows a two-
language policy and fac-
es Central pressure to
introduce a third lan-
guage. The DMK has
warned that the National
Education Policy could
enforce cultural homog-
enisation, threatening
India’s linguistic diver-
sity and the distinct cul-
tural identity of south-
ern states.

TVK’s statement re-
flects the growing debate
over language policy and
federal rights in India,
highlighting the tension
between regional lan-
guage preservation and
Central government
initiatives.
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“Most Degenerate Newspaper”:
Trump Sues New York Times For $15 Billion

TPN Bureau |
Washington

S President Don-
ald Trump an-
nounced on Mon-
day that he is
filing a $15 billion
defamation lawsuit
against The New York
Times, accusing the
newspaper of waging a
decades-long “cam-
paign of lies” against
him. Trump labelled
the publication a “vir-
tual mouthpiece for the
Radical Left Democrat
Party” and criticised
its coverage of him, his
family, his business,
and the MAGA and
America First
movements.

Trump, in a post on
X, claimed that the
Times’ endorsement of
Vice President Kamala
Harris during the pres-
idential race, promi-
nently placed on the
newspaper’s front
page, amounted to “the
single largest illegal
campaign contribu-
tion, ever.” He argued
that the publication
has long practised a
pattern of abuse, com-
paring its coverage to
other liberal media

”

outlets such as ABC
and CBS.

The lawsuit, which
will be filed in Florida,
accuses the Times of
spreading falsehoods
about Trump and en-
gaging in illegal and
unacceptable defama-
tion. Trump also refer-
enced past legal victo-

ries against other
media organizations,
citing settlements with
ABC and CBS for al-
leged false reporting.
He described the Times
as a “once respected
rag” that has been al-
lowed to smear him for
too long.

Trump has consist-

GLOBAL

ently taken legal action
against media outlets
he claims have misrep-
resented him. Earlier
lawsuits included ABC
News, which settled for
a $15 million donation
to the future Trump Li-
brary, and CBS’ 60 Min-
utes, both of which in-
volved claims of false

reporting and
defamation.
The president

framed the new legal
action as a continua-
tion of his effort to
hold media organiza-
tions accountable for
what he described as
malicious reporting.
“The New York Times
has been allowed to
freely lie, smear, and
defame me for far too
long, and that stops
now,” Trump said, reit-
erating his commit-
ment to fight the media
in court and protect his
public and political
image.

The case adds to
Trump’s ongoing high-
profile media battles,
highlighting the presi-
dent’s continued focus
on litigation as a tool
against perceived ad-
versaries in the press.

TPN Correspon-
dent | Islamabad

Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and
Chief of Army Staff,
Field Marshal Asim Mu-
nir, are expected to meet
US President Donald
Trump on September 25
on the sidelines of the
United Nations General
Assembly, according to
Khyber News, citing
sources. The high-level
meeting is likely to cover
Pakistan’s devastating
floods, the fallout of the
Israeli strike on Qatar,
and the ongoing diplo-
matic tensions with
India.

No official confirma-
tion has come from Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services
Public Relations or its
embassy in Washington.
However, the report fol-
lows Munir’s two recent
visits to the US. In June,
Trump hosted Munir at
the White House, dis-
cussing trade, economic
development, and cryp-
tocurrency. This visit
was followed in July by a
US-Pakistan trade deal
announcement and
Washington’s pledge to
assist Pakistan in devel-
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Shehbaz Sharif To Meet Trump
Next Week, Asim Munir To TagAIong

oping its oil reserves.

The recent thaw in US-
Pakistan relations comes
after Islamabad credited
Trump for mediating a
truce during the May
military conflict with In-
dia, a claim strongly re-
jected by New Delhi. Ini-
tially, Pakistan stated
that its Director General
of Military Operations
had proposed the cease-
fire to India, but later ac-
knowledged Washing-
ton’s role in the
breakthrough.

Munir returned to
Washington in August to

attend the retirement
ceremony of outgoing
Centcom Commander
General Michael E. Kuri-
1la and the change of
command for Admiral
Brad Cooper. During the
trip, he also met US
Chairman of Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General
Dan Caine.

The upcoming dia-
logue with Trump is ex-
pected to further shape
the US-Pakistan relation-
ship, which had been
strained in previous
years. Analysts suggest
that the talks could focus

=

on economic, strategic,
and regional security is-
sues, including develop-
ments in Afghanistan
and South Asia.

The meeting will be
closely watched as Paki-
stan seeks to strengthen
ties with the US amid
regional challenges and
economic pressures. Ob-
servers note that the en-
gagement could influ-
ence Islamabad’s
diplomatic stance on on-
going disputes with
New Delhi and its broad-
er foreign policy
agenda.

Arab-Islamic Summit Condemns Israel, But Takes Minimal

TPN Correspon-
dent | Gaza

eaders from across
the Muslim world
convened in Qatar for
the highly anticipat-
ed Arab and Islamic
Summit amid rising out-
rage over Israel’s war on
Gaza. While the summit
delivered strong rhetoric
condemning Israeli ac-

tions, it fell short of im-
posing any significant
punitive measures, leav-
ing many Muslim capi-
tals disappointed.

The final statement
urged states to “take all
possible legal and effec-
tive measures to prevent
Israel from continuing
its actions against the
Palestinian people.” The
communique included

formal condemnations
and calls for internation-
al investi gations, but
stopped short of sanc-
tions, oil embargoes, or
downgrading diplomatic
ties, a notable omission
given the scale of de-
struction in Gaza.
Significantly, UAE,
Bahrain, and Morocco—
key signatories to the
Abraham Accords—re-

mained silent on Israel,
raising eyebrows as Mon-
day marked the fifth an-
niversary of their formal
recognition of the coun-
try. Their muted stance
highlighted the delicate
balance these states
maintain in their diplo-
matic engagements.
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
(MBS) attended the sum-

Zelenskyy calls for European
alr defence system

TPN Correspon-
dent | Kyiv

ussian forces struck

the southern

Ukrainian city of

Zaporizhzhia over-

night, wounding 13
people, including two
children, officials said
Tuesday. The bombard-
ment damaged over 20
apartment buildings and
sparked fires, compound-
ingrecovery efforts from
previous attacks, region-
al head Ivan Fedorov
noted.

In response, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy called on Euro-
pean leaders to create a
robust, multilayered air
defence system to protect
the continent’s skies. “All
the technologies for this
are available. We need in-
vestments and desire, we
need strong actions and
decisions from all our

partners,” he said on Tel-
egram, emphasizing the
urgency amid ongoing
Russian aggression.

The strike in Zapor-
izhzhia comes more than
three and a half years af-
ter Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine, with
no ceasefire or peace set-
tlement in sight. Despite
months of US-led diplo-
matic efforts, fighting
continues along the
roughly 1,000-kilometre
front line.

Zelenskyy highlighted
the scale of recent Rus-
sian attacks, noting that

.

;
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in just the past two weeks,
Moscow launched over
3,500 drones, more than
2,500 glide bombs, and
nearly 200 missiles across
Ukraine. Glide bombs,
typically deployed from
jets at high altitudes be-
hind the front lines, cre-
ate large craters and re-
main largely uncountera

ble by Ukrainian
defences.
The ongoing drone and

glide bomb threat has
also reached neighbor-
ing countries, with re-
cent Russian drones
landing in Poland. NATO

has responded by rein-
forcing European air de-
fences, signaling grow-
ing concern over
Moscow’s long-range
capabilities.

Fedorov described the
human and logistical toll
of the latest strike, saying
municipal workers are
once again repairing win-
dows and buildings dam-
aged in previous attacks,
adding strain on local
resources.

Zelenskyy’s appeal un-
derscores Ukraine’s con-
tinued reliance on inter-
national support to
counter Russian military
advances and protect ci-
vilian populations. The
call for a coordinated Eu-
ropean air defence system
reflects broader fears over
regional security as Rus-
sia continues its aerial as-
saults and drone cam-
paigns across Ukrainian
territory.

mit but did not address
the gathering, surprising
observers given Riyadh’s
regional influence and
the growing calls for de-
cisive action. Analysts
suggest his silence sig-
nals caution, possibly in-
fluenced by geopolitical
conside rations.

Dr. Rashad Moham-
med Al-Alimi, Chairman
of Yemen’s Presidential

Leadership Council,
called for a comprehen-
sive Arab and Islamic ap-
proach to counter Israeli
expansionist policies. He
also criticised the Hou-
this, stating, “The geopo-
litical challenges we face
today prove that the ex-
pansionist regional
states and armed groups
in the region are two
sides of the same coin.”

The summit’s outcome
reflects a familiar pat-
tern in regional diploma-
cy, where fiery state-
ments often fail to
translate into tangible
action. While leaders
united in condemnation,
concrete measures
against Israel remained
absent, underscoring the
challenges of achieving
consensus among diverse

member states with dif-
fering strategic priori-
ties and alliances.

The summit demon-
strated the limits of col-
lective Arab and Islamic
influence, as nations con-
tinue to weigh political
pragmatism against mor-
al and public pressure to
support Palestinians in
Gaza.

South Korea-U.S. Trade Talks Face Delays

TPN Correspon-
dent | New York

outh Korea’s tariff
negotiations with

the United States
have hit a stall, with
Seoul emphasizing

the need to protect do-
mestic companies from
potential losses, officials
said Tuesday. President
Lee Jae Myung is deter-
mined not torush a trade
deal at the expense of na-
tional interests, even as
both countries aim to fi-
nalise an agreement fol-
lowing the broad frame-
work announced in July.
The two nations con-
tinue to work through
details of the proposed
deal, particularly sur-
rounding a $350 billion
investment fund. “We
cannot do everything the
U.S. wants... Although
President Lee aims to
reach a deal as soon as
possible, he is deter-
mined not to give up his
role concerning the na-
tional interest in order to
meet a deadline,” a Presi-
dential official told

reporters.

South Korea’s top
trade envoy, Yeo Han-
koo, is in the United
States for follow-up nego-
tiations, engaging inten-
sively with American of-
ficials to resolve
outstanding issues. Yeo
noted that while both
sides are committed to
finalising a deal, the
“devil is in the details,”
highlighting the com-
plexity of the remaining
discussions.

The stalled talks come
amid broader economic
pressures, with South
Korea seeking to balance

commitments under the
trade agreement with
the need to safeguard its
industries from potential
disadvantages. Officials
stressed that the country
would not compromise
on critical points merely
to meet a timeline.
Analysts note that the
negotiations are crucial
for both sides, as the deal
could significantly en-
hance investment flows
and strengthen economic
cooperation. However,
careful navigation is re-
quired to ensure that Ko-
rean companies do not
bear disproportionate

costs.

The discussions mark
the latest round in ongo-
ing efforts to enhance bi-
lateral trade relations be-
tween South Korea and
the U.S., which have faced
hurdles due to differing
economic priorities and
regulatory concerns.
Both nations remain com-
mitted to finalising the
agreement, but sources
indicate that achieving a
mutually acceptable reso-
lution may take addition-
al time, reflecting the in-
tricate balance between
economic growth and do-
mestic protection.
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India’s Exports Rise 6.7% In
August, Trade Deficit Narrows

ndia’s exports grew

by 6.7% to $35.1 bil-

lion in August 2025,

while imports fell

sharply by 10.12% to
$61.59 billion, accord-
ing to official trade
data released on Mon-
day. In the same month
last year, exports had
stood at $32.89 billion,
and imports were at
$68.53 billion, indicat-
ing a significant im-
provement in the trade
balance.

The trade deficit for
August narrowed to
$26.49 billion, compared
to $35.64 billion record-
ed during the corre-
sponding period in 2024.

This comes as a relief
for the government,
which has been closely
monitoring external
trade pressures amid
global economic
uncertainties.

Cumulatively, during
April-August of the
2025-26 fiscal year, ex-
ports touched $184.13
billion, while imports
reached $306.52 billion.
The data suggests a
gradual strengthening
of India’s export mo-
mentum despite chal-
lenging international
conditions.

Commerce secretary
Sunil Barthwal, while
briefing the media, said

Indian exporters have
performed commenda-
bly despite uncertain-
ties in global trade poli-
cies and volatile
demand. He highlighted
that services exports
also played a crucial
role in cutting India’s
trade deficit by 9.4%
during the first quarter
of the current fiscal
year.

The government re-
mains optimistic about
overall performance in
the current fiscal. Un-
ion Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush
Goyal recently said that
India’s combined goods
and services exports are

Passenger Vehicle

Dispatches Dip 9% ,
Two-Wheelers Rise

ew Delhi: Passenger

vehicle dispatches

from companies to

dealers fell 9% year-

on-year in August
to 3,21,840 units, com-
pared to 3,52,921 units in
the same month last
year. According to the
Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers
(STIAM), the decline was
mainly due to manufac-
turers recalibrating sup-
plies in response to low
market demand.

SIAM Director Gener-
al Rajesh Menon said
sales were impacted as
customers deferred pur-
chases in anticipation of
a GSTrate cut and poten-
tial price reductions.
The wait-and-watch ap-
proach by buyers
weighed heavily on pas-
senger vehicle sales dur-

Tata Technologies Shares Rise

After ES-Tec Acquisition

ata Technologies

Limited shares

rose 2% intraday

on Monday, Sep-

tember 15, follow-
ing the company’s ac-
quisition of
Germany-based ES-Tec
GmbH and its subsidi-
aries in a deal valued at
up to 75 million. The
transaction, to be exe-
cuted through Tata
Technologies’ Singa-
pore subsidiary, is ex-
pected to close by De-
cember 31, 2025, subject
to regulatory approvals
in Germany and
Morocco.

Founded in 2006 and
headquartered in Wolfs-
burg, ES-Tec Group is a
premium automotive

In contrast, the two-
wheeler segment record-
ed growth, with dis-
patches rising 7%
year-on-year to 18,33,921
units in August, up from
17,11,662 units in August
2024. Scooter sales
jumped 13% to 6,83,397
units, while motorcycle
dispatches rose 4% to
11,06,638 units, showing
resilience in the entry-
level and commuter
segments.

The three-wheeler cat-
egory posted its highest-
ever dispatch figures for
August, growing 8% to
75,759 units compared to
69,962 units in the previ-
ous year. This growth
highlights sustained de-
mand in urban and semi-
urban mobility markets,
supported by rising
adoption of shared mo-
bility solutions.

Looking ahead, indus-
try leaders expect the
government’s decision to
reduce GST rates on ve-
hicles to provide a much-
needed boost. From Sep-
tember 22, petrol and
diesel cars with engine
capacities up to 1,200 cc
and 1,500 cc will attract
18% GST, while larger
vehicles will continue to
face the highest 40%
slab. Electric vehicles
will remain at the lowest
5% GST rate, ensuring
continued policy support
for clean mobility.

The automotive sector
anticipates renewed de-
mand during the upcom-
ing festive season, with
the revised GST struc-
ture expected to make ve-
hicles more affordable
and accessible to a broad-
er customer base.

expected to cross $900
billion in 2025, signaling
resilience in external
trade.

With imports declin-
ing and exports on an
upward trajectory, In-
dia’s trade outlook ap-
pears relatively stable,
although risks from geo-
political tensions, fluc-
tuating commodity pric-
es, and slowing global
growth remain. The
narrowing deficit in Au-
gust provides a positive
signal as the country
looks to strengthen its
manufacturing and ser-
vices exports in the
coming months.

Sensex, Nifty Rebound Ahead
Of India-U.S. Trade Talks

umbai: Bench-
mark equity indi-
ces Sensex and
Nifty staged a re-
bound in early
trade on Tuesday (Sep-
tember 16, 2025), buoyed
by optimism over the
India-U.S. bilateral trade
talks and positive cues
from global markets.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced 201.69
points to 81,987.43 in ear-
ly trade, while the NSE
Nifty rose 52.8 points to
25,122. Market senti-
ment was lifted ahead of
the day-long India-U.S.
bilateral trade discus-
sions, with hopes of pro-
gress in securing a fa-
vorable deal.

Investor mood was
further supported by
gains in global peers
ahead of the U.S. Feder-
al Reserve policy meet-
ing later this week. In

F &

engineering services
provider specializing in
advanced driver assis-
tance systems (ADAS),
connected driving, and
digital engineering. The
firm reported revenues
of 36 million in 2024 and
employs over 300
professionals.

Tata Technologies
said the acquisition will
significantly enhance
its engineering, re-
search, and develop-
ment (ER&D) capabili-
ties, particularly in
embedded systems and
systems engineering.
The company expects

the deal to be earnings-
per-share (EPS) accre-
tive from the first full
year of operations.
“The acquisition of
ES-Tec Group is a stra-
tegic leap that enhances
our ability to deliver
end-to-end product engi-
neering solutions

Asia, South Korea’s Ko-
spi, Japan’s Nikkei 225
and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng traded in positive
territory, though Shang-
hai’s SSE Composite in-
dex was marginally low-
er. On Wall Street, U.S.
markets had closed
higher on Monday.

Among Sensex con-
stituents, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Kotak Mahi-
ndra Bank, Axis Bank,
Larsen & Toubro, Ul-
traTech Cement and
NTPC emerged as major
gainers. On the down-
side, Titan, Asian
Paints, HDFC Bank and
State Bank of India were
among the prominent
laggards.

Meanwhile, global oil
benchmark Brent crude
edged up 0.19% to $67.57
a barrel, offering some
stability to commodity
markets.
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across the automotive
value chain,” said War-
ren Harris, MD & CEO
of Tata Technologies.
“ES-Tec’s technical
depth, customer cen-
tricity, and regional
strength align perfectly
with our vision to be the
first partner choice for
global OEMs navigating
the shift towards intel-
ligent, connected, and
sustainable mobility."
Marc Wille, MD &
CEO of ES-Tec, added
that the partnership
will allow the German
firm to broaden its in-
ternational presence
and tackle future auto-
motive challenges. “To-
gether, we are ready to
drive the global automo-
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Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs), howev-
er, continued to show
caution. They offloaded
equities worth 1,268.59
crore on Monday (Sep-
tember 15, 2025), accord-
ing to exchange data,
highlighting the persis-

tent volatility in foreign
fund flows.

On Monday, the Sensex
had snapped a five-day
rally, shedding 118.96
points or 0.15% to settle
at 81,785.74. The Nifty
also ended its eight-day
winning streak, closing
44.80 points lower or
0.18% at 25,069.20.

Market participants
are now closely tracking
both the India-U.S. talks
and the outcome of the
U.S. Federal Reserve

meeting, which are ex-
pected to set the near-
term direction for

equities.
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tive industry forward—
delivering real value
through competitive
pricing, outstanding
quality, and faster devel-
opment cycles," Wille
said.

The acquisition will
give Tata Technologies
a stronger foothold in
Europe’s automotive
hub, a key market as
OEMs ramp up R&D in-
vestments in electrifica-
tion, ADAS, and soft-
ware-defined vehicle
platforms. The Europe-
an engineering services
market is projected to
grow from 4.5 billion in
2020 to 11.7 billion by
2030, offering signifi-
cant growth opportuni-
ties for the company.
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Rupee Gains 12 Paise
Ahead 0f India-U.8.

TradeTalks

umbai: The ru-
pee appreciat-
ed 12 paise to
88.04 against
the U.S. dollar
in early trade on
Tuesday (September
16, 2025), as investors
awaited cues from the
India-U.S. trade talks
in New Delhi. Ameri-
can negotiator
Brendan Lynch is set
to meet Indian offi-
cials for the day-long
discussions, raising
hopes of progress in
resolving trade
tensions.

At the interbank
foreign exchange
market, the domestic
unit opened at 88.05
and touched 88.04
against the green-
back, marking a gain
of 12 paise from its
previous close. In ini-
tial trade, the rupee
also slipped briefly to
88.16. On Monday, it
had settled higher by
10 paise at 88.16.

Forex traders said
the rupee continues
to face pressure from
uneven fund flows
and tariff shocks
triggered by U.S.
President Donald
Trump’s protection-
ist measures. To curb
volatility, the Reserve
Bank of India has
stepped up interven-
tions in the offshore
non-deliverable for-
ward (NDF) market.

“The key catalyst
this week will be the
U.S.-India trade
talks,” CR Forex Ad-
visors MD Amit Pa-
bari said, adding that
progress in discus-
sions could provide

the rupee with much-
needed support, espe-
cially with India’s
fundamentals show-
ing resilience.

Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which
measures the green-
back’s strength
against six major
currencies, was trad-
ing at 97.22, down
0.08%. Brent crude
futures rose 0.25% to
$67.61 per barrel, add-
ing a layer of caution
for import-reliant
India.

On the domestic eq-
uity front, markets
opened higher, with
Sensex climbing
201.69 points to
81,987.43 and Nifty
rising 52.8 points to
25,122. However, for-
eign institutional in-
vestors continued to
pare exposure, off-
loading equities
worth 1,268.59 crore
on Monday.

The trade negotia-
tions come against
the backdrop of re-
cent U.S. tariffs of
50% on Indian goods,
which have dented
exports. Five rounds
of talks have already
taken place, while the
sixth round, sched-
uled in late August,
was postponed due to
escalating tensions.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi re-
cently welcomed
Trump’s positive re-
marks on bilateral
talks, expressing con-
fidence that the nego-
tiations could unlock
greater opportunities
in the partnership.
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OFF BEAT

Alvs Media: Yomiuri Sues for ¥

apan’s largest news-
paper, Yomiuri
Shimbun, has filed
a lawsuit against
U.S.-based artificial
intelligence company
Perplexity Al, accusing
it of unauthorized use
of more than 120,000
news articles. The suit,
filed Thursday in a To-
kyo court, seeks 2.2 bil-
lion yen (approximately
$14.7 million) in
damages.
This marks the first
legal action by a major
Japanese media house

against an Al firm for
content scraping and re-
use, adding to a growing
wave of lawsuits glob-
ally as media companies
push back against what
they call exploitative Al
practices.

The complaint alleges
that Perplexity’s search
engine accessed and re-
produced Yomiuri con-
tent without permission
between February and
June 2025. The newspa-
per said this constitutes
“free-riding on the re-
sults of the activities of

news organisations,
which have invested a
great deal of effort and
expense.”

Yomiuri also claims
financial damages from
lost ad revenue, arguing
that users are reading
Al-generated summa-
ries instead of visiting
its website. “This un-
dermines accurate jour-
nalism and could shake
the foundations of de-
mocracy,” said a spokes-
person from the
newspaper.

With a daily circula-

tion of around six mil-
lion and a newsroom of
roughly 2,500 reporters,
Yomiuri Shimbun is a
dominant media force
in Japan, although its
readership has declined
from over 10 million in
2010.

Perplexity has not is-
sued an official re-
sponse to the latest law-
suit. However, in
previous legal disputes
— including one with
The Wall Street Journal
and New York Post in
2024 — the company

criticized media law-
suits as "shortsighted"
and claimed they re-
strict access to publicly
available information.

“This adversarial pos-
ture stifles innovation,”
Perplexity said at the
time, arguing for collab-
oration between media
and AI companies to
build mutually benefi-
cial tools.

The case could set a
significant precedent
for content ownership
and AI’srole in the glob-
al media landscape.

2.2B In Damages

‘Alien’ Diamond Created on Earth,
Harder Than Natural Diamonds

n a groundbreaking
development, Chi-
nese scientists have
successfully created
a rare form of dia-
mond—known as hex-
agonal diamond or lon-
sdaleite—in a
laboratory setting,
marking a major leap
in material science.
This ultra-hard crystal
is naturally found only
in meteorites and is be-
lieved to be significant-
ly harder than conven-
tional diamonds.
Published in Nature,
the study was led by re-
searchers from the
Centre for High-Pres-
sure Science & Tech-
nology Advanced Re-
search. They achieved
the feat by transform-
ing high-purity graph-
ite into hexagonal dia-
mond under carefully
controlled high-pres-
sure, high-tempera-
ture, and quasi-hydro-
static conditions. The
result: highly ordered,
micrometre-sized dia-
mond samples that

could outperform tra-
ditional diamonds in
industrial and elec-
tronic applications.

Unlike standard cu-
bic diamonds, which
can fracture along spe-
cific planes, hexagonal
diamonds have a more
robust atomic struc-
ture. Until now, at-
tempts to synthesize
them in labs had most-
ly produced ordinary
diamonds due to struc-
tural instability dur-
ing formation.

Lead researcher
Yang Liuxiang attrib-
uted the success to two
key innovations. First,
the use of ultra-pure
natural graphite as the
starting material en-
sured minimal defects.
Second, real-time X-
ray imaging allowed
researchers to monitor
and control the trans-
formation process,
avoiding common syn-
thesis errors.

“This sets a new
methodological foun-
dation for future mate-

rial breakthroughs,”
said Yang.

Ho-kwang Mao, a
high-pressure science
expert and foreign
member of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sci-
ences, called the break-
through a “new
pathway” to next-gen-
eration superhard ma-
terials and advanced
electronics.

With its exceptional
hardness and thermal
properties, the syn-
thetic hexagonal dia-
mond—produced at
the hundred-micron
scale—could revolu-
tionize industries re-
quiring ultra-durable
materials, from cut-
ting tools to high-per-
for mamnce
semiconductors.

The achievement not
only advances dia-
mond synthesis but
also opens doors to en-
gineering other rare
materials found only
in extreme cosmic
environments.

n Indian software
engineer at Al
startup Mercor
has ignited online
debate after re-
vealing he works 72 to
100 hours a week. Pra-
nav Mehta, a former
Microsoft employee, de-
scribed the intense
schedule as a “worth-
while trade-off” for
rapid personal and pro-
fessional growth.
Mehta’s comments
followed a post by Mer-
cor CEO Brendan
Foody, who announced
the company had

grown from a $1 mil-
lion to a $500 million
revenue runrate in just
17 months, calling it
the “fastest growing
company of all time.”
Mercor is now aiming
for a $10 billion
valuation.
Acknowledging that
such long hours may
appear “daunting,” Me-
hta highlighted the un-
matched learning op-
portunities at the firm.
“A comfy 40-hour week
won't offer the same up-
side,” he wrote on X
(formerly Twitter), de-

fending the demanding
work schedule as part
of the startup’s high-
growth culture.

His remarks, howev-
er, quickly sparked
backlash. Many social
media users criticised
the glorification of ex-
treme work hours, rais-
ing concerns about
burnout, mental
health, and toxic work-
place culture.

One user questioned
the mindset behind
such schedules, asking,
“Why do you guys try
to flaunt toxic work cul-

Indian Engineer Sparks Debate Over

100-Hour Work Weeks

L)

ture as hustle culture?”
Another sarcastically
noted, “Dada, you don't
have mental issues,”
pointing to the poten-
tial mental toll of such
intense routines.

Some offered a more
optimistic perspective.
A user suggested that
the “working environ-
ment must be lit and
hyped up all the time,”
implying that the ener-
getic atmosphere might
justify the high level of
commitment.

The discussion re-
flects ongoing tensions

in India’s tech sector,
where startups often
push employees to ex-
treme limits for rapid
growth, sparking de-
bates over the balance
between ambition and
employee well-being.

Pranav Mehta’s post
hasreignited conversa-
tions about whether
the drive for profes-
sional advancement is
worth the personal
cost, highlighting the
growing scrutiny of
“hustle culture” in the
country’s booming tech
industry.

Eritrea: The Only Country With
No Mobile Internet Access

n a world where even

the remotest regions

are becoming digi-
tally connected, the

East African nation
of Eritrea stands out
as arare exception—
one where mobile in-
ternet is virtually non
-existent.

Located in the Horn
of Africa and bordered
by Djibouti, Sudan, and
Ethiopia, Eritrea re-
mains one of the most
isolated and secretive
countries on the plan-
et. Despite technologi-
cal advancements glob-
ally, the vast majority
of Eritreans have nev-
er used mobile data, ac-
cessed social media, or
made a digital
transaction.

Asmara, the capital
city, reflects the coun-
try’s limited digital in-
frastructure. There are
no functional ATMs,
and only a few select lo-
cations—such as hotels
and government build-

ings—
have ac-
cess to
fixed-line
internet. Even
that is heavily
monitored and un-
reliable. For ordi-
nary citizens, con-
necting to the internet
on mobile phones is
simply not an option.
Eritrea’s extreme
digital disconnect is
closely tied to its politi-
cal structure. Often re-
ferred to as the “North
Korea of Africa,” Eri-
trea has been under au-
thoritarian rule since
gaining independence

long criticized the re-
gime for its lack of
transparency and
suppression of ba-

sic freedoms.

The country
ranks among

the

from
Ethiopia in 1993. The
government tightly
controls information,
restricts freedom of ex-
pression, and man-
dates indefinite nation-
al service for its
citizens.
International organ-
izations and human
rights groups have

lowest

globally in

terms of press free-

dom and internet ac-
ces sibility.

While the rest of Af-
rica sees growing digi-
tal economies and so-

cial media
revolutions, Eritrea
remains cut off—its
citizens deprived of
the connectivity that
powers modern life.
For many young Eri-
treans, the idea of
streaming a video,
checking messages, or
browsing the web is not
a daily habit—it’s an
unimaginable luxury.

In an age defined by
digital transformation,
Eritrea remains one of
the few countries still
living largely offline.

1,000-Year-Old Ceremonial Heads,
Ancient Structures Found In Peru

ima, In a major ar-
chaeological break-
through, researchers
in Peru’s Amazon re-
gion have unearthed
1,000-year-old ceremoni-
al stone club heads, near-
1y 200 ancient structures,
and a unique zigzag
frieze at the Ollape site
in La Jalca district. The
area was once home to
the Chachapoyas civili-
zation, also known as the
“Warriors of the
Clouds,” who thrived be-
tween 900 and 1450 AD.

According to lead ar-
chaeologist Pablo Solis,
the intricately carved
club heads are believed
to have held ceremonial
or symbolic importance,
shedding light on the rit-
ual practices of a civili-
zation that remains
largely understudied.
“These artifacts offer a
rare glimpse into the cer-
emonial life of the
Chachapoyas people,”
Solis said.

The site also features a
zigzag frieze, a decora-
tive pattern never before
found in the region. Ar-
chaeologists believe this
discovery could repre-
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sent a unique architec-
tural style or symbolic
motif used by the
Chachapoyas. The sheer
number of structures
discovered at Ollape sug-
gests that it may have
served as a major cere-
monial and residential
center.

The Chachapoyas civi-
lization, known for its
distinct cliffside tombs
and cloud-forest archi-

tecture, has long fasci-
nated historians but re-
mains relatively
mysterious compared to
other ancient Andean
cultures like the Incas.
Peru continues to be a
global hotspot for ar-
chaeological discoveries.
With landmarks like Ma-
chu Picchu and the Naz-
ca Lines, the country’s
vast and varied geogra-
phy remains rich in his-
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torical secrets. The latest
discoveries in Ollape add
to a growing body of evi-
dence highlighting the
complexity and cultural
richness of pre-Columbi-
an societies in the Ama-
zon region.

Further excavations
and studies are expected
to reveal more about the
Chachapoyas’ social
structure, religious be-
liefs, and daily life.
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VSindhu Cruises Into Pre-
narterfinals At China Masters

henzhen: Star In-
dian shuttler PV
Sindhu began her
China Masters Su-
per 750 campaign
on a commanding note,
defeating Denmark’s
Julie Dawall Jakobsen
in straight games to
move into the women’s
singles pre-quarterfi-
nals on Wednesday. The
two-time Olympic med-
allist needed just 27
minutes to seal the con-
test 21-4, 21-10, display-
ing her trademark ag-
gression and tactical
superiority.

Dominant
Performance

Sindhu, who has
faced six first-round ex-
its on the BWF World
Tour this season,
looked determined to
avoid another early
exit. She started the
opening game with
sharp smashes and
quick footwork, racing
to a double-digit lead in
no time. The Indian

wrapped up the game
in slightly over 10 min-
utes, leaving her oppo-
nent with little room to
respond.

The second game saw
a brief fightback from
Jakobsen, who leveled
at 4-4 after Sindhu’s
early 4-1 lead. However,
the Indian quickly re-
gained control, mixing
her strokes to perfec-
tion. A six-point burst
from 11-8 to 17-8 sealed
Jakobsen’s fate as Sind-
hu closed out the match
with ease.

Head-to-Head Edge

This is not the first
time Sindhu has bested
Jakobsen. The Indian
had defeated the Dane
in their two previous
encounters, including
their meeting in March
at the Yonex Swiss
Open, where Jakobsen
had stretched her to a
close contest. On this
occasion, however,
Sindhu’s dominance
was absolute, with her
superior experience
and shot selection prov-

ing decisive.
Return To Form

The emphatic win is
significant for Sindhu,
who had crashed out of
the Hong Kong Open in
the opening round less
than two weeks ago,
losing to another Dane,
Line Christophersen.
At 30, Sindhu has en-
dured a challenging
season but Wednes-
day’s display suggests a
return to form and re-
newed confidence as
she chases her first ma-
jor title of the year.

Indian Challenge
Continues

Later in the day,
young Indian shuttler
Ayush Shetty will face
a tough test against
sixth-seeded Chou Tien
Chen of Chinese Taipei
in men’s singles. Shet-
ty, who stunned Japan’s
Kodai Naraoka last
week, will be eager to
build on that break-
through performance.

Smriti Mandhana
Reclaims No.1 Spot
InICC ODI Rankings

ew Delhi: Star India
opener Smriti Man-
dhana has re-
claimed the No.1 po-
sition in the latest
ICC ODI batting rank-
ings released on Tuesday
(September 16, 2025). Her
return to the top comes
on the back of afine half-
century against Austral-
ia in the first ODI of the
ongoing three-match se-
ries in Mullanpur.
Mandhana Back At
The Top
Mandhana scored a 63-
ball 58 in India’s opening
game, though her effort
went in vain as Australia
chased down the target
with ease to go 1-0 up.
The knock helped her
gain seven rating points,
taking her tally to 735,
four points clear of Eng-
land’s Nat Sciver-Brunt,
who slipped to second
with 731. This is Mand-
hana’s second stint as
the top-ranked ODI bat-
ter in 2025, having first
reached the summit in
2019.
Boost Ahead Of World
Cup
The No.1 spot is ex-
pected to boost Mandha-
na’s confidence ahead of

the Women’s Cricket
World Cup, starting Sep-
tember 30. India will be
banking heavily on her
consistent performances
at the top of the order.

Other Indian Gains

Young opener Pratika
Rawal climbed four plac-
es to 42nd after her solid
64, while Harleen Deol
moved to 43rd following
a composed 54. Spinner
Sneh Rana also gained
five spots, reaching 13th
in the bowling rankings.

Australian Players
Rise

Australia’s Beth Moon-
ey jumped three places to
fifth after her unbeaten
77 in the first ODI. Anna-
bel Sutherland and Phoe-
be Litchfield, both
among the runs, shared
the 25th spot after big
jumps in the rankings.
Among bowlers, pacer
Kim Garth rose to fourth
and spinner Alana King
to fifth, both reaching
their career-best
positions.

Bowling Chart

England’s Sophie Ec-
clestone continues to
dominate the ODI bowl-
ing rankings, holding on
firmly to the No.1 spot.
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Apollo Tyres Becomes Team India’s

NewJersey Sponsor
PG

ew Delhi: Apollo

Tyres has replaced

Dreamll1 as the of-

ficial jersey spon-

sor of the Indian
cricket team, the Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) confirmed
on Tuesday. The develop-
ment comes after
Dreamll exited follow-
ing the government’s
ban on real-money gam-
ing platforms under new
legislation.

Deal Value And
Duration

According to sources,
Apollo Tyres will pay ap-
proximately 4.5 crore
per game as part of the
sponsorship deal, a sig-
nificant increase from
the 4 crore per game that
Dreamil was paying ear-
lier. The contract, which
runs until 2027, is expect-
ed to bring in nearly 600
crore for the BCCI.

Bidding Battle

The competition for In-
dia’s jersey sponsorship
reportedly involved Can-
va and JK Tyre, both of
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whom lost out to Apollo
Tyres in the bidding pro-
cess. Birla Optus Paints
had also shown interest
but opted not to enter the
bidding race.

BCCI's
Eligibility Rules

Following Dream11’s
exit, the BCCI tightened
its sponsorship eligibili-
ty criteria. Companies
from sectors such as
gaming, betting, crypto,
and tobacco were barred
from bidding. The board
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also restricted brands in
categories like athlei-
sure, sportswear, finan-
cial services, insurance,
soft drinks, home appli-
ances, and safety locks,
ensuring only select in-
dustries could compete.

Official
Confirmation
Pending

Though an official
public announcement is
expected soon, a senior
BCCI official confirmed
that the deal has been fi-

0
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nalized with Apollo
Tyres. The Indian team
is currently playing the
Asia Cup in Dubai with-
out a title sponsor on
their jerseys, but the
Apollo Tyres logo is set
to debut shortly.

Big Boost For BCCI

The agreement en-
sures that BCCI not only
secures a replacement
sponsor quickly after
Dreamil1’s exit but also
gains a more lucrative
deal, further boosting its
commercial strength in
global cricket.

Manchester City Dominates Derby as

United Struggles Continue

anchester City re-
turned to winning
ways with a com-
manding 3-0 victo-
ry over Manches-
ter United in the 197th
Manchester derby at the
Etihad Stadium on Sun-
day. Phil Foden opened
the scoring in the 18th
minute with a precise
header, and Erling Haal-
and added two more
goals in the second half,
also hitting the post.
Haaland has been in ex-
ceptional form, scoring
seven goals in just a
week after netting five
for Norway against Mol-
dova. Guardiola praised
the Norwegian striker as
a “special player,” while
Foden described City’s
performance as
“complete.”

For Manchester Unit-
ed, the result marked an-
other difficult day under
coach Ruben Amorim.
United has managed just
one win in five games
across all competitions
this season and has col-
lected only four points
from four Premier
League matches — their
worst start since 1992.
Amorim, who has won
eight of 31 league games

since taking charge, ad-

mitted the record is un-
acceptable but insisted
he would stick to his foot-
balling philosophy, say-
ing, “When I want to
change my philosophy, I
will change. If not, you
have to change the man.”

Elsewhere, Liverpool
secured a dramatic 1-0
victory against Burnley
to reclaim the top spot in
the Premier League. Mo-
hamed Salah scored a
stoppage-time penalty in
the fifth minute of added
time after Hannibal Mej-

bri’s handball. The goal
also elevated Salah to
fourth place on the Pre-
mier League’s all-time
scorers list with 188
goals. This marked the
fourth consecutive game
in which Liverpool
scored a winning goal in

the final 10 minutes or
later, underscoring their
resilience and flair for
dramatic finishes.

With City ending a
two-game losing streak
and Liverpool maintain-
ing a perfect start, the
Premier League season

is already shaping up to
be highly competitive.
Meanwhile, Manchester
United faces mounting
pressure to turn its cam-
paign around as early
setbacks continue to
weigh heavily on the
team.

Neeraj Chopra Begins T'itle Defence
At World Championships In Tokyo

okyo: Indian jave-

lin ace Neeraj

Chopra will begin

his World Champi-

onships title de-
fence in Tokyo on
Wednesday with the
qualification round,
facing one of the most
competitive fields in
recent memory.
Chopra, who won gold
in Budapest in 2023,
will aim to become
only the third male
javelin thrower in his-
tory to defend the
world title after his
coach Jan Zelezny and
Grenada’s Anderson
Peters.

The event has added
intrigue as Chopra re-
turns to action against
a star-studded lineup
featuring Olympic
champion Arshad Na-
deem, Germany’s Dia-

mond League winner
Julian Weber, Czech
veteran Jakub Vadle-
jch, and 2012 Olympic
gold medallist Keshorn
Walcott. Nadeem, who
denied Chopra gold at
the Paris Olympics
with a throw of 92.97m,
has been placed in a
separate group for the
qualifiers, with a po-
tential clash set for
Thursday’s final.
Chopra enters the
competition with a
wild card as defending
champion, while India
fields its biggest-ever
contingent with Sachin
Yadav, Yashvir Singh,
and Rohit Yadav also in
contention. Chopra
will be in Group A
alongside Weber, Wal-
cott, Vadlejch, and
Sachin, while Group B
features Nadeem, Pe-

ters, Yego, Da Silva, Ro-
hit, and Yashvir. Ath-
letes achieving the

X1 RQ

automatic qualifying
mark of 84.50m or
ranking among the top

12 will progress to the
final.
The 27-year-old

Chopra, who made his-
tory by winning Olym-
pic gold in Tokyo in
2021, has crossed the
90m mark once this
year with a 90.23m ef-
fort in Doha. However,
his season has been in-
consistent with mixed
results, including sub-
85m throws. In con-
trast, Weber has been
the most consistent
this season, register-
ing multiple 90m-plus
efforts and leading the
charts with 91.51m.

The men’s javelin
will be closely watched
by Indian fans, espe-
cially after Chopra,
Kishore Jena, and DP
Manu all made the fi-
nal in 2023, delivering
one of India’s strong-
est ever shows at the
World Champ
ionships.
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No Premieres for
awan Kalyan's ‘06’

ower Star Pawan

Kalyan’s much-

awaited film ‘OG’

is set to hit theat-

ers on September
25, but fans have ex-
pressed disappoint-
ment over the absence
of premiere shows. Di-
rected by Sujith and
produced by Danayya
under the DVV banner,
the film comes with
huge expectations and
is expected to make a
big impact at the box
office.

Typically, blockbust-
er films hold premiere
shows a day before the
official release, giving
fans an early chance to
watch their favorite
stars on the big screen.
However, for ‘OG’, no
such shows will be
held, news that has
gone viral on social me-

dia. Fans had hoped to
attend premieres, but
the situation is differ-
ent this time due to gov-
ernment restrictions.

After the recent
Pushpa 2 incident, au-
thorities have tight-
ened rules around pre-
miere shows. As a
result, the government
has not granted per-
mission for early
screenings, and audi-
ences will have to wait
until the official re-
lease day to watch the
film. In Telangana, in
particular, it has been
confirmed that no pre-
miere shows will take
place.

The film will start
screening from 6 am
on its release date, al-
lowing fans to catch
the first shows early in
the morning. Despite

o
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the disappointment,
excitement around
Pawan Kalyan’s per-
formance and the
film’s high production
values remains high.
Social media reactions
show mixed feelings,
with fans expressing
both eagerness and
frustration over miss-
ing the chance for an
exclusive premiere
experience.

The ‘OG’ team is yet
to comment on the pre-
miere situation, but
anticipation continues
to build for the film’s
official release. With
Pawan Kalyan in the
lead and a strong pro-
duction backing, ‘OG’
is expected to attract
massive crowds in
theaters, making Sep-
tember 25 a significant
day for his fans.

Mohanlal’s “Vrishabha’ First Look Released

alayalam super-
star Mohanlal is
set to thrill audi-
ences in the big-
budget Pan India
film ‘Vrishabha’. The
first look of the film has
been officially released,
giving fans a glimpse of
Mohanlal in his new
avatar as a fierce
warrior.

Directed by Nanda
Kishore, the film is be-
ing produced by a con-
sortium of top produc-
tion houses, including
Connect Media, Balaji
Telefilms, Abhishek S.
Vyas Studios, and Aa-
shirvad Cinemas. Pro-
ducers Shobha Kapoor,
Ekta R. Kapoor, C.K.
Padmakumar, Varun
Mathur, Saurabh
Mishra, Abhishek S.
Vyas, Praveer Singh,
Vishal Gurnani, and
Juhi Parekh Mehta are
jointly backing the pro-
ject, signaling a strong
Pan India appeal.

The makers have con-
firmed that the film will
release simultaneously
in Telugu and Malay-
alam, further expand-
ing its reach. Alongside
the first look, they have
shared an update about

the teaser, which is
scheduled to release on

September 18. Fans are
eagerly waiting to see
more about the sto-
ryline and the visual
style of the film.

‘Vrishabha’ is report-
edly set in a mythologi-
cal backdrop and re-
volves around an
emotional battle be-
tween a father and son.
Mohanlal’s character
as a warrior is expected
to be central to this in-
tense narrative, blend-
ing action with deep
family emotions.

The film’s production
values and star-studded
backing indicate a ma-
jor cinematic experi-
ence, with expectations
high for both visual ef-
fects and storytelling.
Industry insiders sug-
gest that the Pan India
strategy, along with Mo-
hanlal’s widespread
popularity, could make
‘Vrishabha’ a major hit
across multiple
languages.

With the teaser re-
lease just around the
corner, excitement
among fans is building
rapidly. The first look
has already sparked so-
cial media buzz, with
many praising Mohan-
lal’s powerful presence
and the film’s epic feel.

Audiences can expect a
blend of mythology, ac-

Mythological Spectacle ‘Jatadhara’
Release Date Locked

atadhara’, the high-
ly antlclpated
mythological thrill-
er starring Sudheer
Babu, has officially
confirmed its release
date. The film, which has
already created strong
buzz with its motion
poster, will hit theaters
on November 7, 2025.
Directed by Abhishek
Jaiswal and Venkat Kaly-
an, the movie blends my-
thology with high-con-
cept storytelling.
Sudheer Babu’s striking
first look, paired with a
spiritual connection to
Lord Shiva, has set high
expectations. Bollywood
star Sonakshi Sinha is
making her Telugu de-
but in this film, essaying
the role of a dangerous
dark queen, a character
that is expected to bring
intensity and depth to
the narrative.
Producers have de-
scribed ‘Jatadhara’ as a
grand cinematic specta-
cle rooted in Indian cul-
ture and traditions. The
story promises a dramat-
ic clash between divine
forces and dark powers,
drawing inspiration
from ancient folk tales of
India. With themes of
spirituality, conflict, and
transformation, the film
is aiming to deliver both
emotional resonance and
larger-than-life visuals.
Umesh Kumar Bansal
is producing the project
and has called it “a rare,
emotionally powerful,
and visually unforgetta-
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ble experience.” With a
focus on authenticity
and scale, the team is
preparing to present au-
diences with a visual
treat that goes beyond
regular commercial
cinema.

The makers are confi-
dent that ‘Jatadhara’
will appeal not only to
Telugu audiences but
also resonate with view-
ers across India, given
its mythological themes
and universal storytell-
ing. The combination of
Sudheer Babu’s intense

performance and Sonak-
shi Sinha’s debut as a
fierce antagonist has
further raised
anticipation.

As the release date ap-
proaches, fans are eager-
ly waiting for the teaser
and trailer, which are ex-
pected to showcase the
grandeur and dark inten-
sity of the film. With its
mix of divine energy and
cinematic scale, ‘Jatad-
hara’ is shaping up to be
one of the most awaited
mythological films of
the year.

tion, and emotional
drama when ‘Vrishab-

ha h1ts screens in the
coming months.

Madhav Bhupathi Raju Shines
in Maremma’ First Look

nother star heir

from the Ravi Teja

family is gearing

up for his debut in

Tollywood. Madhav
Bhupathi Raju, son of
Mass Maharaja Ravi
Teja’s brother, is set to
make his mark as a hero
with the rural action
drama ‘Maremma’. The
film is directed by
Macharla Nagaraju and
produced by Mayur Red-
dy Bandaru.

On Madhav’s birthday,
September 15, the film
team released a glimpse
video that has grabbed
attention. In the video,
Madhav is seen sporting
a bushy beard, rugged
look, and a complete
mass style. A standout
scene shows him walk-
ing into a kabaddi
ground wearing a lungi,
highlighting his power-
ful character. Fans are
praising his screen pres-
ence, body language, and
mass dialogue delivery,
setting high expectations
for the film.

‘Maremma’ is being
shaped as an action-emo-
tional drama rooted in a
village setting. The
shooting is taking place
in rural locations to

maintain authenticity.
Madhav’s portrayal re-
flects a full mass avatar,
aiming to establish him
as a strong hero in Tolly-
wood. Industry watchers
are noting his hard work
and dedication, evident
from the intensity and
energy in the glimpse
video.

The film’s team has
hinted that the first look,
teaser, and audio updates
will be unveiled soon.
Alongside Madhayv,
Deepa Balu plays the her-
oine, while actors Vikas
Vashishtha, Vinod Ku-
mar, Dayanand Reddy,
and Rupa Lakshmi play
key roles. Prashanth Vi-
hari is composing the
music, adding further ex-
citement to the project.

With shooting pro-
gressing rapidly, antici-
pation is building around
Madhav Bhupathi Raju’s
debut. Fans are eager to
see how Ravi Teja’s neph-
ew will carve his place in
Tollywood and whether
‘Maremma’ will establish
him as a promising new
hero in the industry. The
glimpse has already
sparked discussions and
heightened curiosity
among audiences.

Kantara Makers Go To Court Against Karnataka Govut
As State Caps Ticket Prices At Rs 200

ays after the Kar-
nataka govern-
ment capped mov-
ie ticket prices at
Rs 200 across all
theatres, including mul-
tiplexes, Hombale Films
has filed four Public In-
terest Litigations (PILs)
in the Karnataka High
Court challenging the
move. The production
house, known for the
blockbuster Kantara
franchise, is joined by
the Multiplex Associa-
tion of India, Keystone
Entertainment, and VK
Films as petitioners.
The petitions argue
that fixing ticket prices
at Rs 200 will signifi-

cantly impact the reve-
nue potential of films,
particularly high-budg-
et productions. With
Kantara: Chapter 1, a
prequel to the 2022 hit,
scheduled for release on
October 2, producers
and multiplex owners
fear heavy losses at the
box office.

“Ahead of some big
movie releases in Kar-
nataka, four PILs have
been filed in the High
Court over the govern-
ment’s decision to cap

movie tickets at Rs 200,”
a press note confirmed.
“Multiplex owners and
producers argue that
uniform pricing, espe-
cially for multiplexes,
will reduce income and
cause financial strain
on the industry.”

The Karnataka gov-
ernment introduced the
rule under the newly
amended Karnataka
Cinemas (Regulation)
Amendment Rules,
2025, stating that Rs 200
will be the maximum

price for movie tickets
statewide, exclusive of
taxes. However, the rule
exempts multi-screen
cinemas with premium
facilities of 75 seats or
fewer.

The decision is part
of broader amendments
under the Karnataka
Cinema (Control) Act,
1964. Draft rules were
first issued in July, with
the final notification de-
claring that the Rs 200
ticket price will take ef-
fect upon publication in

the Official Gazette.

While the govern-
ment maintains the
move ensures afforda-
ble entertainment, film-
makers and multiplex
associations insist that
the cap undermines
profitability, particular-
ly for films requiring
higher production and
distribution costs. The
High Court is expected
to hear the matter soon,
with industry stake-
holders closely watch-
ing the outcome.
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