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TPN | ARN Mahesh

Andhra Pradesh: Another YSRC leader
is going to be a remand prisoner very
soon. Ex-MP Mr. MVV Satyanarayana,
who is basically a realtor, is getting
into a big scoop. The ex-MP visited
the office of the Director, Town Plan-
ning, a week back, which is located at
Mangalagiri. He argued with the Di-
rector, Town Planning, Vidyullata, for
not giving permission for his 24-floor
building at Visakhapatnam. As per
the complaint of the Town Planning
Director, he threatened her severely.
The Director has given a complaint to
the police and a case was registered
accordingly.

In 2019, he became an MP on behalf
of YSRC from Visakhapatnam. But lat-
er onwards, many allegations have
come against him and his business.
Encroaching roads and including
them into his real estate ventures,
subsequently selling them, has been

ARRESTED SOON...

noted. Many politicians have raised
their voices against his encroach-
ments. Janasena Corporator Murthy
Yadav has agitated against his en-
croachments several times.

In 2023, a kidnap issue exposed many
financial irregularities of the ex-MP.
A clash with a partner led to this kid-
nap. This incident became a headline
in the media and everybody turned
their eyes to his business. He started a
film production house and produced

four to five films also. But even when
he was MP, Mr. Jaganmohan Red-
dy removed him from the in-charge
post, deputing another. It means Mr.
Jagan had declared that he would not
be an MP candidate again. He was
thrown into a position to contest as
MLA from Vizag East constituency
against his will.

The problem is that, keeping all these
issues with him, he busted out on
the Town Planning Director and gave
himself into the hands of the police.
Now, there is a buzz that he will be
arrested very soon. Moreover, all
his encroachments on government
places and all other issues will be-
come grounds to register more cases
against him. Like that, one more YSRC
leader will roam between prison and
court for months together, it seems.
Already the police are busy listing
all his irregularities and allegations
mounted on him. The details will be
revealed very soon.

Jagan Slams
Babu’s ‘Red
Book’ Rule

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

Former Chief Minister and YSRCP chief
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy accused the
Chandrababu Naidu government of im-
posing an “emergency-like situation”
through a “Red Book Constitution,” sti-
fling dissent in Andhra Pradesh. Visit-
ing Nellore, Jagan met jailed former
minister Kakani Govardhan Reddy and
consoled former MLA Nallapareddi
Prasanna Kumar Reddy, whose house
was attacked. Addressing the media, he
condemned the government’s tactics.
Jagan questioned restrictions on his
movements, asking if meeting party
members was a crime. He described
unprecedented police deployment, bar-
ricades, and road excavations to block
his supporters, alleging Naidu’s fear of
public backlash against his governance.
Jagan claimed Naidu’'s administration,
riddled with unfulfilled promises like
Super Six and Seven, has led to public
discontent, prompting efforts to si-
lence opposition voices. Highlighting
injustices, Jagan cited 14 cases against
Kakani, with new charges filed as bail
is granted, and the violent attack on
Prasanna’s home by 80 armed men,
damaging property and threatening
his 83-year-old mother. He warned that
such actions sow “poisonous seeds” that
will harm democracy, urging Naidu to
end this “wrong tradition.”

Jagan accused the government of tar-
geting YSRCP leaders with false cas-
es, citing examples like Pinnelli Ra-
makrishna Reddy, Nandigam Suresh,
and others.

June 2026 Set as
Deadline for Plastic Ban

TPN Correspondent |
Andhra Pradesh

Andhra Pradesh is set to become a
single-use plastic-free state by June 5,
2026, with the State Secretariat lead-
ing the way by achieving this goal by
August 15, 2025, announced Principal
Secretary (Municipal Administration
& Urban Development) S. Suresh Ku-
mar. Speaking at an awareness and
training program held at the Secre-
tariat on Friday, Kumar outlined Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu’s vi-
sion to eliminate single-use plastics,
aligning with the Swarna Andhra,
Swachha Andhra campaign.

Kumar highlighted the environmen-
tal and health hazards of single-use
plastics, including microplastics that
harm humans, animals, and ecosys-
tems, contributing to pollution and
even cancer risks. He detailed a robust
action plan to ban items like plastic
bottles, cups, plates, and carry bags in
the Secretariat, replacing them with
reusable and biodegradable alterna-
tives. RO plants will ensure drinking
water availability, and stainless steel
bottles will be provided to employees.
Three-colored dustbins for waste seg-
regation will also be installed.
Swachha Andhra Corporation MD B.
Anil Kumar Reddy revealed the for-
mation of a Secretariat Plastic-Free
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Taskforce, chaired by the GAD Prin-
cipal Secretary, to enforce the ban.
Awareness programs for MLOs and
vendors began on Friday, with pro-
motional materials launching on Au-
gust 5, a trial ban on August 11, and
full implementation by August 15. En-
vironmentally friendly alternatives
will be promoted to ensure compli-
ance.

The initiative follows Naidu’s direc-
tive to ban single-use plastics in 17
municipal corporations by October 2,
2025, and establish circular economy
parks and recycling centers. The state
aims to boost its GSDP by 15,000 crore
annually through sustainable waste
management, creating jobs for 1 lakh
people. Employees and vendors were
urged to cooperate in making the
Secretariat a model for a plastic-free
Andhra Pradesh.

What Should've Been
Stopped Was Fueled:
CM Fires at YSRCP

TPN Correspondent | Kadapa

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu lashed out
at the previous YSRCP regime, ac-
cusing it of dismantling central
schemes and promoting a culture
of provocation and destruction.
Speaking at a Prajavedika Sabha in
Gudem Cheruvu of Jammalama-
dugu constituency in Kadapa
district, Chandrababu expressed
sharp disapproval of the opposi-
tion’s behavior and stressed the
importance of responsible leader-
ship.

“What should have been repri-
manded was let go... Will you
provoke instead?” he questioned,
in reference to YSRCP's silence on
derogatory remarks made against
Kovur MLA Prashanthi Reddy. “If
a leader himself encourages such
actions, what example are you
setting for the party? When a per-
son talks wildly, the leader should
condemn it. But here, the leader is
the one provoking,” he said, clear-
ly targeting former CM Jagan Mo-
han Reddy.

Drawing a sharp contrast, Chan-
drababu emphasized that while
destruction is easy, maintaining
and nurturing progress is the real
challenge. “During YSRCP’s five-
year rule, they destroyed good ini-
tiatives. They even stopped central
government schemes. Now we
have to pick up the pieces,” he re-
marked.

Chandrababu also warned miscre-
ants, stating that drones are being
used for surveillance and those
who create trouble for the people
will not be spared. “If you believe a
newspaper witness and jump into
Godavari holding a dog’s tail, what
will happen?” he said sarcastical-
ly.

He affirmed his commitment
to the development of the Jam-
malamadugu region and an-
nounced that the work for the
long-pending Kadapa Steel Plant
had begun. “Clear orders have
been given to complete the first
phase of the plant by December
2028. This will be a game changer
for the region,” he said.
Chandrababu also highlighted
tourism and infrastructure plans,
announcing that Gandikota,
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CM Chandrababu
Travels in Auto

Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu surprised locals

in Gudencheruvu village of
Jammalamadugu constitu-
ency by arriving personally to
distribute a widow’s pension.
He visited the home of ben-
eficiary Ulsala Alivelamma
in YSR Kadapa district and
interacted with her family to
understand their living con-
ditions and challenges.
During the visit, Chandraba-
bu spoke with Alivelam-
ma’s elder son Venugopal,

a handloom worker, and
inspected his loom. Venugo-
pal informed the CM that his
son Harshavardhan, aged 6,
received support under the
‘Talliki Vandanam' scheme.
Later, the Chief Minister
spoke with her younger son
Jagadish, an auto driver. In
a rare gesture, Chandrababu
traveled in Jagadish’s auto

to the nearby Prajavedika,
engaging in conversation
about the family’s financial
struggles during the ride.

Remand Extended for
Accused in Liquor Scam

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

The Vijayawada ACB court has ex-
tended the judicial remand of all
the accused in the high-profile
Andhra Pradesh liquor scam case
till August 13. As many as 12 indi-
viduals have been arrested in con-
nection with the scam, including
YSRCP MP Mithun Reddy.

As the previous remand period
concluded on Friday, the SIT of-
ficials brought 9 accused from
the Vijayawada district jail to the
court. The individuals presented
include Dhanunjaya Reddy, Krish-

namohan Reddy, Raj K.C. Red-
dy, Paila Dilip, Venkatesh Naidu,
Buneti Chanakya, Balaji Govin-
dappa, Chevireddy Bhaskar Reddy,
and Sajjala Sridhar Reddy.
Additionally, two more accused
were brought from Guntur district
jail, while MP Mithun Reddy was
brought from Rajahmundry cen-
tral jail for court proceedings.

The court has now directed that
all the accused remain in judicial
custody until August 13, as the SIT
continues its investigation into
the multi-crore liquor scam that
has rocked the state.

Minister Reviews Singapore’s Waste & Policing Systems

TPN Correspondent |
Andhra Pradesh

Andhra Pradesh Municipal Adminis-
tration and Urban Development Min-
ister P. Narayana is currently on an
official visit to Singapore, studying
global urban planning and manage-
ment models to shape Amaravati into
a world-class capital city. Over the past
six days, the Minister has been review-
ing various infrastructure projects and
holding discussions with key experts
and officials in Singapore.

On Friday morning, Minister Naraya-
na, accompanied by CRDA Commis-
sioner Kannababu, visited the ALBA
Waste Management Plant. The plant
specializes in handling solid waste

collected from households and in-
dustries, transforming it through ad-
vanced technologies. The Minister ex-
amined methods used for plastic and
electronic waste recycling, along with
the production of energy from other
residual waste materials. Singapore
officials briefed the Minister on the
collection, transportation, and pro-
cessing systems, which ensure mini-
mal environmental impact.

Narayana expressed keen interest in
adopting similar models in Andhra
Pradesh. The state government is al-
ready focusing on efficient solid waste
management, including plans to de-
velop waste-to-energy plants and elec-
tronic waste recycling facilities. Dis-
cussions were held on how some of
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these internationally proven strategies
could be customized and implement-
ed in select areas of Andhra Pradesh to
enhance urban living standards.

Later in the day, the Minister visited
the Singapore Police Force Headquar-
ters. He was given a detailed presen-
tation by senior police officials about

Singapore’s law enforcement strate-
gies, public safety systems, and the
advanced technologies employed to
prevent and tackle crime. Minister
Narayana appreciated the integration
of smart surveillance, data analytics,
and public engagement in maintain-
ing law and order.

Following his engagements in Singa-
pore, the Minister left for Malaysia on
Friday night. In Malaysia, he will con-
tinue his study tour focusing on urban
development models including iconic
structures like the Petronas Twin Tow-
ers, convention centers, and road in-
frastructure. The visit aims to gather
inputs that can be adapted to acceler-
ate the progress of Amaravati and oth-
er urban centers in Andhra Pradesh.
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What Should've
Been Stopped...

Continued from page 1

known as the ‘Grand Canyon of India,” would be
developed with 85 crore. “We will install a grand
statue of Sri Krishnadevaraya there. NTR began the
Gandikota project, and I completed it. We've also
initiated the lining of Handri-Neeva canal and re-
pairs of local ponds,” he added.

Recalling the recent election results, he said, “We
won seven out of ten seats in the joint Kadapa dis-
trict in the 2024 elections. In the next elections, we
will win ten out of ten. People are with us.”

Jagan Slams Babu'’s
‘Red Book’ Rule

Continued from page 1

He alleged widespread corruption in liquor, sand,
and mining sectors, with TDP leaders profiting while
public welfare schemes like Aarogyasri and Rythu
Bharosa falter. Jagan vowed that YSRCP would hold
wrongdoers accountable, warning officials that jus-
tice would prevail when his party returns to power.

Final Key of Mega
DSC Released Today

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

The Government of Andhra Pradesh conducted
the Mega DSC-2025 examinations for filling 16,347
teacher posts across 89 categories from 06.06.2025
to 02.07.2025. After the release of the initial key, ob-
jections were invited online from the candidates.
A team of subject experts thoroughly examined
these objections and prepared the final key. The fi-
nal key for the teacher recruitment examinations
will be available on the official website https://
apdsc.apcfss.in from Saturday. Candidates can
download the final key from the official website of
the School Education Department.

No objections will be accepted on the final key,
informed M. V. Krishna Reddy, Convenor, Mega
DSC-2025.

SC Relief for Mohan
Babu, Vishnu

TPN Correspondent | New Delhi

The Supreme Court has granted relief to veteran actor
Mohan Babu and his son Manchu Vishnu by quash-
ing the criminal case filed against them in connec-
tion with a protest held in 2019 over pending fee re-
imbursement dues. The apex court bench comprising
Justice BV Nagarathna and Justice KV Viswanathan
ruled that the charges filed by police did not warrant
prosecution.

The case stemmed from a protest conducted by Mo-
han Babu, Vishnu, and staff of the Sri Vidyanikethan
educational institutions in Tirupati on March 22,
2019. They staged a rally demanding the release of
long-pending fee reimbursement funds for students,
also raising slogans critical of the then state govern-
ment. As the protest caused traffic disruptions, police
registered an FIR under multiple sections for violating
the model code of conduct during election season. De-
spite challenging the FIR in the Andhra Pradesh High
Court, Mohan Babu’s plea was dismissed. Subsequent-
ly, he approached the Supreme Court on March 3 this
year. After reviewing the FIR and charge sheet filed
by Chandragiri police on March 23, 2019, the Supreme
Court observed that the charges were not applicable.
The bench remarked that after reading the FIR and
charge sheet together, it was unclear how the cited
sections of law could be applied to the protest. The
court set aside both the FIR and the charge sheet, of-
fering relief to both father and son.

Nominated Posts Soon, Says CM

TPN Correspondent |
Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu has announced that
the process of filling nominat-
ed posts will begin soon and
assured that those who have
worked hard for the party will be
given due recognition. During a
teleconference with TDP leaders,
ministers, MLAs, MPs, MLCs, and
coordinators on Friday, Chan-
drababu emphasized the impor-
tance of party workers and their
contributions.

He noted that the party had pre-

4 ~
viously suffered due to its inabil-
ity to effectively communicate

its achievements to the people.
This time, he directed the party
cadre to ensure that all initia-
tives of the coalition government
are widely publicized among the
public. He called on leaders and
activists to actively participate
in the inauguration events of
flagship programs such as An-
nadata Sukhibhava and free bus
travel for women, scheduled to
be launched this month.

Chandrababu also took the op-
portunity to criticize the former
YSRCP government, alleging that
farmers were severely neglected
and deceived during Y.S. Jagan

Mohan Reddy's rule. He claimed
that promises made under the
banner of farmer assurance
were not fulfilled, and that the
farming community suffered
under the previous regime.
Highlighting the coalition gov-
ernment's commitment to agri-
culture, Chandrababu said that
a total financial assistance of
320,000 per farmer will be di-
rectly deposited into their ac-
counts, combining both central
and state government contribu-
tions. He reiterated that farmers
are a top priority for the current
administration.

AP Constable Final
Results Out

TPN Correspondent |
Andhra Pradesh

Home Minister Vangalapudi
Anitha on Friday released the fi-
nal results for the recruitment of
6,100 constables in the State Po-
lice Department. The announce-
ment took place at the Police
Headquarters in Mangalagiri in
the presence of DGP Harish Ku-
mar Gupta, Recruitment Board
Chairman R.K. Meena, Addition-
al DGP N. Madhusudhan Reddy,
and other senior officials.

Of the total posts, 3,580 are Civ-
il Constables (both male and fe-
male), and 2,520 are APSP Con-
stables (male). Visakhapatnam’s
Gandi Nanaji topped the list
with 168 marks, followed by G.
Ramya Madhuri from Vizianaga-
ram with 159 marks and Merugu
Achyutaravu from Rajahmundry
with 144.5 marks.

The Home Minister revealed that
a total of 5,03,486 candidates ap-
plied online, out of which 4,59,182

appeared for the preliminary
exam. Of them, 95,208 were eligi-
ble for physical tests, and 38,914
qualified for the final written
exam held on July 10. In total,
33,921 candidates were declared
eligible. She added that 1,063
women were selected among
the 3,580 Civil Constable posts.
Training for the selected can-
didates will commence in the
first week of September. The fi-
nal merit list and category-wise
cutoff marks are available on
www.slprb.ap.gov.in. For further
assistance, candidates can con-
tact 9441450639 or 9100203323, or
email at mail-slprb@ap.gov.in.
DGP Harish Kumar Gupta con-
gratulated the selected candi-
dates and stated that CCTV in-
stallations in all police stations
are underway. He added that 95
acres have been acquired in Agi-
ripalli mandal of Eluru district
for the new Andhra Pradesh Po-
lice Academy (APPA), and the
construction will begin soon.

Atchannaidu

Slams Jagan

for Provoking Violence

TPN Correspondent |
Srikakulam

Minister for Agriculture Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu strongly criticized
YSRCP chief Jagan Mohan Red-
dy, alleging that he is instigating
violence and promoting political
unrest after his defeat in the 2024
elections. Atchannaidu claimed
that Jagan has lost mental balance
and is unable to digest the devel-
opment and welfare being imple-
mented by the current coalition
government under Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu.

The Minister condemned Jagan’s
alleged call for attacks on min-
isters’ houses and his support for
leaders with criminal records and
indecent behaviour. Atchannaidu
said such statements are nothing
short of an assault on democra-
cy. He accused Jagan of backing
rowdy elements and recalled that
YSRCP had encouraged political vi-
olence during its tenure, including
attacks on opposition leaders in
Visakhapatnam, Hindupur, Man-
galagiri, and Bhimavaram.
Atchannaidu warned that Jagan is
once again trying to revive violent
politics, which the people have al-
ready rejected. He highlighted the

-

massive corruption and misuse
of power during the YSRCP regime
and said the public has not forgot-
ten the suffering caused under Ja-
gan’s rule.

He pointed out that while the pres-
ent government is implementing
schemes like Talli ki Vandanam,
free gas cylinders, pensions, bus
travel for women, and drone
farming, Jagan is resorting to divi-
sive tactics. He questioned why Ja-
gan visited leaders accused of vul-
garity and corruption but failed to
support a party worker who died
under his convoy.

Atchannaidu concluded that
Andhra Pradesh is on a progres-
sive path and any attempt to de-
rail peace will be met with strict
action. The coalition government
remains committed to develop-
ment, welfare, and law and order.

CM Chandrababu
Receives Warm Farewell

l.l"? _
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TPN Correspondent | Kadapa

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu received a warm farewell
from ministers, MLAs, and district
officials as he concluded his one-
day visit to YSR Kadapa district on
Friday. After completing his tour of
Gudem Cheruvu in Jammalama-
dugu mandal and Gandikota,
the Chief Minister departed from
Kadapa Airport to Vijayawada at
6:55 PM.

At the airport, several leaders and
officials gathered to bid farewell.
The group included District In-
charge Minister and BC Welfare

Minister S. Savitha, Tourism and
Cinematography Minister Kan-
dula Durgesh, Government Whip
and Jammalamadugu MLA Adi-
narayana Reddy, District Collector
Dr. Sridhar Cherukuri, and Su-
perintendent of Police E.G. Ashok
Kumar. MLAs from Mydukur and
Kamalapuram—Putta Sudhakar
Yadav and Putta Krishna Chait-
anya Reddy—as well as Proddatur
MLA N. Varadarajulu Reddy, former
MLC B.Tech Ravi, and local leaders
Srinivasa Reddy, Putta Narasimha
Reddy, and Govardhan Reddy were
also present, along with several
other district officials.

Three Cases Filed

During Jagan’s Visit

TPN Correspondent | Nellore

Three police cases have been reg-
istered in connection with the
recent visit of YSR Congress Party
chief and former Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy to Nel-
lore. The cases stem from viola-
tions committed by YSRCP leaders
and supporters during the event.
According to police reports, a
tense situation unfolded near
the residence of former Minister
P. Prasannakumar Reddy, where
party leaders and workers al-
legedly dismantled barricades set
up by police. The commotion led
to Special Branch Head Constable
Malakondaiah of Kavali falling
under a barricade and suffering a
fractured arm. Following the in-
cident, police filed a case against
Prasannakumar Reddy, Bobbala
Srinivas Yadav, Patapati Prabha-
kar, and others involved in the
confrontation.

In a separate incident, a protest

held on the road during Jagan’s
visit created traffic disruptions.
For obstructing the public and
violating traffic regulations, the
Dargamitta police booked another
case against Prasannakumar Red-
dy and several party members.
Additionally, police registered a
third case for conducting a motor-
cycle rally without obtaining prior
permission, which is a violation
of public gathering norms. This
case was also filed by the Darga-
mitta police station.

Police sources stated that all three
cases were registered based on
video evidence and reports from
officers on duty. Authorities are
expected to issue notices to the ac-
cused for further inquiry.

The incidents have raised ques-
tions about crowd control and law
enforcement preparedness during
political visits. Police have assured
that they will handle all such inci-
dents strictly in accordance with
the law.
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Free Power for 65,000 Weaving
Families: Min Savitha

TPN Correspondent |
Amaravati

In a major boost to the hand-
loom sector, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has an-
nounced the launch of a free
electricity scheme for weavers,
which will come into effect
from August 7, coinciding with
National Handloom Day. Under
the scheme, weavers using tra-
ditional looms will be provid-
ed 200 units of free electricity,
while those operating upgraded
looms will receive 500 units free
of cost.

The scheme is expected to bene-
fit around 65,000 weaving fami-
lies across the state, with an an-
nual financial burden of Rs.125
crore on the government. This
marks the fulfilment of another

key election promise made by
the coalition government, aim-
ing to support the traditional
handloom sector that suffered
losses during the previous re-
gime.

Textile and Handlooms Minis-
ter Savitha expressed gratitude
to CM Chandrababu for initi-
ating the scheme and said the
move would offer significant
financial relief to weaver fam-
ilies. The scheme was finalized
after consultations between the
CM and the minister during
Chandrababu’'s recent visit to
Kadapa for pension distribution
programs.

Over the years, the TDP-led co-
alition has implemented sever-
al measures to strengthen the
handloom sector. These include

a new textiles policy with an
outlay of Rs.10,000 crore aimed
at creating employment for 1.51
lakh individuals, enhanced NTR
Bharosa pensions from Rs.3,000
to Rs.4,000 for 92,724 weavers,
and financial support through
thrift schemes and cooperative
bank loans.

Skill development programs

have also been initiated across
five districts to train weavers in
contemporary textile designs.
Exhibitions were organized in
seven major cities to market
handloom products, while AP
State Handloom Weavers Co-
operative Society (APCO) facili-
tated direct-to-home deliveries
through e-commerce platforms.
Plans are also in place to devel-
op textile parks in Rayadurgam,
Hindupur, Brandix, and Emmi-
ganur, along with constructing
a Rs.172 crore Unity Mall in Vi-
sakhapatnam. The state gov-
ernment has also partnered
with private textile firms like
Tata Taneira and Aditya Birla
Group to ensure better market-
ing and employment opportu-
nities for weavers.

MP Questions Low Pay for Anganwadi, MGNREGA

TPN Correspondent | NTR District
Machilipatnam MP Vallabhaneni Bala-
showry raised critical concerns about An-

ganwadi workers and MGN-
REGA wages during the winter
session of Parliament on Fri-
day, pressing the Union Min-
istry of Women and Child De-
velopment for answers. In a
pointed query,
asked about the performance of
Anganwadi centres in Andhra
Pradesh, the stagnation of An-
ganwadi workers’ honorarium
since 2018, and whether MGN-
REGA wages could be linked to
inflation.

Union Minister of State Savitri Thakur re-
sponded in writing, citing Poshan Tracker

Balashowry |

data showing improved nutrition indicators
for children across India, including Andhra
Pradesh. She provided details of child mal-
nutrition indices (0-5 years)
and household visits by An-
ganwadi workers in the state
for June 2024 and 2025. Thak-
ur clarified that Anganwadi
workers and helpers are “hon-
orary workers” who volunteer
for child care and develop-
ment, receiving a fixed hon-
orarium. Since October 2018,
the Centre raised the hono-
rarium for Anganwadi work-
ers at regular centres from
¥3,000 to 4,500 monthly, for mini-cen-
tres from 2,250 to 3,500, and for helpers
from 1,500 to 32,250, with cost-sharing
between the Centre and states. Additional

performance-based incentives of ¥500 for
workers and 3250 for helpers are provided,
alongside state-specific top-ups.[|(https://
www.devdiscourse.com/article/head-
lines/3525934-no-honorarium-hike-for-an-
ganwadi-workers-ministry-confirms)

On MGNREGA wages, Thakur stated no
proposal exists to link them to inflation,
without elaborating on reasons. Balashow-
ry’s questions highlight the plight of An-
ganwadi workers, whose honorarium has
not increased in seven years despite rising
costs, and MGNREGA workers facing stag-
nant wages. The MP’s office emphasized
his commitment to advocating for Andhra
Pradesh’s rural workforce, urging the gov-
ernment to address these pressing issues
to ensure fair compensation and improved
welfare services.

Speaker Ayyanna
Patrudu Distributes
Pensions

TPN Correspondent | Anakapalli
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly Speaker Chintakayala
Ayyanna Patrudu participated in a grand pension distribu-
tion program under the NTR Bharosa scheme in Gunupudi
village, Nathavaram mandal, Anakapalli district, on Friday.
Personally handing over pensions
to beneficiaries, the Speaker ad-
dressed a village gathering, laud-
ing Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu’'s leadership for executing
the program with unmatched pres-
tige across India.
Ayyanna lambasted the previous
2 YSRCP government, alleging ram-
- pant corruption, including a recent
%11 crore scam and a ¥10,000 crore
. liquor scandal, which he claimed
drained the state’s treasury. De-
spite financial challenges inherited
from YSRCP, the current government is disbursing pensions
to 64 lakh beneficiaries statewide this month, spending
%2,750 crore. In the Narsipatnam constituency, 41,882 benefi-
ciaries received %18 crore, while Nathavaram mandal’s 11,093
got %4.62 crore. Gunupudi alone saw 716 beneficiaries receive
%27.63 lakh. Additionally, 17 lakh widows statewide received
%700 crore, and 1.08 lakh new beneficiaries, including 750
from Narsipatnam, got 43.40 crore.

The Speaker highlighted the Annadata Sukheebhava scheme,
ensuring 320,000 per farmer annually—z314,000 from the
state and 6,000 from the Centre—disbursed in three instal-
ments. Anakapalli district’s 2.31 lakh farmers received 161
crore, with Nathavaram’s 10,596 getting 37.42 crore. For vil-
lage development, ¥49.55 lakh was sanctioned for Gunupu-
di’s roads, and %8 crore for the Tandava project, with more
funds promised. Ayyanna visited Gunupudi ZP High School,
pledging a volleyball and kabaddi court, sports equipment,
16 toilet doors, school painting funds, and 10 study tables,
with another 10 tables supported by Tandava Chairman
Karak Satyanarayana. Urging leaders to promote govern-
ment schemes, he was joined by TDP, Jana Sena leaders, and
officials, reinforcing the coalition’s commitment to welfare
and development.

BTech Ravi’s Wife to Contest Poll: CM Ramesh

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) chief Y.S.
Sharmila Reddy launched a blistering attack on Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu, accusing his coalition
government of deceiving farmers under the guise of the
Annadata Sukheebhava scheme. Addressing the media,
Sharmila alleged that Naidu’s pre-election promise of
320,000 per farmer has been diluted by linking it to the
Centre’s 6,000 PM Kisan scheme, leaving the state con-
tributing only 14,000.

Sharmila highlighted that out of 76.07 lakh farmers in

TPN Correspondent |
Pulivendula

BJP MP CM Ramesh made sharp
political comments while re-
vealing that the Pulivendula
ZPTC elections are approaching.
He announced that BTech Ravi’s
wife, a TDP leader, will contest
the election and confidently
stated that she is certain to win.
He ruled out any possibility of
the YSRCP returning to power in
Andhra Pradesh, asserting that
the current public sentiment is

against them. Highlighting the
difference in leadership styles,
CM Ramesh remarked that it is
only due to Chandrababu Naidu’s

~ patience and democratic nature

that YSRCP leaders like Jagan are
able to move freely today.

“Had Chandrababu followed a
factional approach like Peddi
Reddy, action would have been
taken long ago. But Chandraba-
bu thinks for the good of the
state, not for revenge,” Ramesh
said. He also slammed YSRCP for

nurturing a culture of faction-
alism in Andhra Pradesh and
claimed he could produce a list
of violent incidents to prove it.
Questioning the previous YSRCP
rule, CM Ramesh asked why
Chandrababu Naidu and Pawan
Kalyan couldn’t be stopped from
moving freely if the previous
government was so powerful.
“Chandrababu doesn’t think like
Jagan. He is not driven by fac-
tionalism,” he concluded.

Andhra Pradesh, the government shortlisted only 47 lakh
for the scheme, excluding nearly 30 lakh farmers through
arbitrary filtering. “Naidu’s Annadata Sukheebhava is not
about farmers’ prosperity but their misery,” she charged,
pointing to similar cuts in other promises like gas cyl-
inders and the Talliki Vandanam scheme, which she
claimed benefit only half the eligible population.
Questioning Naidu’s integrity, Sharmila recalled his op-
position days when he criticized linking state and central
schemes. “Why didn’t you clarify before elections that
the 320,000 included the Centre’s share? Why merge PM
Kisan, a national scheme, with your promise?” she de-
manded. She accused Naidu of backtracking on his “big
promises” and misleading farmers for votes.

The APCC chief emphasized that the Congress party stands
firmly with farmers, demanding that the state govern-
ment directly provide 320,000 per farmer under Annadata
Sukheebhava, independent of central funds. “Chandraba-
bu must answer for this betrayal,” Sharmila asserted, urg-
ing the government to honor its election commitments
without excuses.

She warned that the Congress would intensify its fight
if farmers’ grievances remain unaddressed, signaling
a growing opposition challenge to the coalition’s gover-

Pensioners GCan Claim
Missed Payouts: Minister

[r

YSRCP Slams Govt for
Obstructing Visit

TPN Correspondent | Nellore

The YSRCP leadership declared for-
mer Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s
recent visit to Nellore a g
grand success, despite
what they termed as de- -
liberate and undemocrat-
ic attempts by the rul-. ¥
ing alliance to obstruct
it. Party leaders accused
the government of trying
every tactic—from road
blockades using barri-
cades and JCBs to issuing police no-

TPN Correspondent | Bapatla
Under the NTR Bharosa Pen-
sion Scheme, eligible ben-
eficiaries across Bapatla
district are receiving their
monthly pensions for August,
announced State Revenue, |
Registration and Stamps Min-
ister Anagani Satya Prasad.

On Friday, the minister par-
ticipated in the pension distri-
bution program at Penumudi
village in Repalle mandal.
He began the day with a spe-
cial puja and harathi to Riv-
er Krishna at the Penumu-
di Pushkara bathing ghat,
alongside District Collector 1J.

gladly receive any police notic-
es. Jagan's visit gave hope to a

to doorstep pension delivery
on the 1st of every month.
They also clarified that bene-
ficiaries can claim up to three
months’ pensions at once if
they miss any previous dis-
bursements.Minister  Satya
Prasad stated that from this
month, spouse pensions are
being distributed to widows

district witnessing political ven-

nance. The public, Sharmila added, is watching Naidu’s
actions closely as the state grapples with unfulfilled

promises.

tices and filing cases—to prevent
public participation.

At a press meet in the Nellore dis-
trict party office, MLC Parvatareddy
Chandrasekhar Reddy, former MLA
Nallapareddy Prasanna Kumar
Reddy, Anam Vijay Kumar Reddy,
Meraga Murali, and Kakani Poo-
jitha voiced strong criticism of the
state’s actions.

They said permission for the heli-
pad was delayed, and public move-
ment was restricted with police im-
posing 35 different conditions. Over
3,000 YSRCP leaders were served
notices. Despite the pressure, thou-
sands of enthusiastic supporters
voluntarily walked alongside Ja-
gan, proving his continued public
appeal.

Chandrasekhar Reddy said, “we’ll

detta.” Prasanna Kumar Reddy
condemned police action against
women leaders and said the use of
force exposed fear within the rul-
ing coalition.

Kakani Poojitha expressed grat-
itude for Jagan’s personal visit,
saying it gave her family courage
during adversity. “He stood by us
like an elder brother,” she said,
questioning whether we still lived
in a democracy.

Anam Vijay Kumar Reddy and Mer-
aga Murali highlighted that despite
lathi charges and road closures
from Sullurpet to Udayagiri, YSRCP
cadres marched in solidarity with
Jagan. The leaders affirmed that
no amount of intimidation could
shake their faith or deter the peo-
ple’s support.

Venkata Murali.

The minister personally visit-
ed the homes of beneficiaries
and handed over pensions,
including old age pensions to
Alla Mangamma, Gottimuk-
kala Brahmaneswara Rao,
and Ankima Venkateswara
Rao; disability pensions to
Alla Lakshmi Tirupatamma
and Chevuluri Mahalaxmi;
and widow pensions to Kok-
kiligadda Pamulamma, Sajja
Lakshmi, and Mopidevi Ku-
mari.Speaking on the occa-
sion, the minister and collec-
tor enquired about the welfare
of pensioners and whether
pensions were being received
on time. They reiterated the
Chief Minister’'s commitment

whose husbands received
pensions and passed away
between 2019 and 2023. A total
of 1,08,206 spouse pensions
amounting to ¥43.28 crore are
being distributed across all 26
districts of Andhra Pradesh.
In Bapatla district, 4,233
spouse pensions are being
distributed across six constit-
uencies, 25 mandals, and four
municipalities—amounting
to 1.69 crore. Specifically,
in Repalle constituency, 756
spouse pensions worth ¥30.24
lakh are being disbursed.
Repalle Revenue Division Of-
ficer Ramalakshmi, Mandal
Revenue Officer Srinivas Rao,
and others participated in the
program.



Saturday
2" August, 2025

006 X6

VIJAYAWADA

Amaravati to Bloom as India’s Greenest Capital: CM Naidu

TPN Correspondent |
Amaravati

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu unveiled an ambitious
vision to transform Amaravati
into India’s largest lung space
city, rooted in the “Amaravati
in Nature” concept. Reviewing
the city’s Beautification and
Green-Blue Master Plan at the
Secretariat on Friday, Naidu
directed officials to create a vi-
brant, eco-friendly capital with
lush avenues, scenic roads,
green belts, and buffer zones.

Naidu emphasized planting
native and medicinal species to
foster biodiversity, drawing in-
spiration from Bengaluru and
Singapore’s Bidadari Estate, a
250-acre housing project for
10,000 residents. He proposed
international-standard parks
named after countries, show-
casing their native flora, and
year-round blooming trees to
captivate residents and tour-
ists. The Krishna Riverfront,
Kondaveeti Vagu, and canals
will be developed into serene

.
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retreats with cycling tracks.
The Chief Minister advocated
for housing projects surround-
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ed by tree-lined parks, ensur-
ing a pollution-free environ-
ment. A 50-acre reservoir at

Shakamuru will be encircled
by greenery, while six islands
upstream of Prakasam Barrage
will become scenic riverfront
zones.

Undavalli Hill will be trans-
formed into a floral forest, visi-
ble from all directions.

Naidu suggested consulting
yoga guru Baba Ramdev for cul-
tivating medicinal herbs and
promoting Kadiyam’s nurser-
ies. Indigenous species from
across India, from the Hima-
layas to Kanyakumari, will be

grown to enhance ecological
balance. Local universities and
students will be involved in
beautification efforts, ensuring
community participation.

The plan integrates Amarava-
ti’s cultural heritage with mod-
ern amenities, aiming for sus-
tainable development. Naidu
stressed that all initiatives,
from road plantations to river-
front designs, must prioritize
environmental health, making
Amaravati a model for livable,
green urban spaces in India.

Govt Bans Single-Use
Plastic at Secretariat

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

Andhra Pradesh has taken a significant step to-
ward becoming a single-use plastic-free state
by June 5, 2026, following the call given by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu. As part of the
initiative, the state Secretariat will become free
of single-use plastic items by August 15, 2025,
announced Principal Secretary of the Municipal
Administration and Urban Development Depart-

ment S. Suresh Kumar.

He addressed an awareness and training ses-
sion held at the Secretariat on Friday, attended
by MLOs of various departments. Suresh Kumar
emphasized the harmful effects of single-use
plastics, including environmental pollution and
health hazards caused by microplastics. He not-
ed that several cancer cases have been linked to

plastic exposure.

As part of this mission, the Secretariat will im-
mediately ban the sale, distribution, and use of
plastic bottles, cups, plates, stickers, sachets, and
carry bags. The government will promote alterna-
tives like reusable and biodegradable products. RO
plants will be installed for drinking water in all
blocks, and reusable stainless-steel water bottles

will be provided to employees.

Further, three-color dustbins will be introduced
for solid waste segregation. The comprehensive
action plan is being implemented in collabora-
tion with Swachh Andhra Corporation.

Swachh Andhra Corporation MD B. Anil Kumar
Reddy announced the formation of a Secretariat
Plastic-Free Task Force, chaired by the GAD Princi-
pal Secretary. Sensitization and training sessions
for MLOs and vendors are underway, with pub-
licity materials to be released on August 5. A trial
implementation of the ban is scheduled for Au-
gust 11, followed by full-scale enforcement from

August 15.

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawada
The 44th Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Ne-
phrology - Southern Chapter began on Friday at SS Conven-
tion Centre in Vijayawada. The three-day event was formal-
ly inaugurated by Dr. P. Chandrasekhar, Vice-Chancellor of
Dr. NTR University of Health Sciences, along with AP Medical
Council Chairman Dr. D. Sriharirao and renowned nephrol-
ogist Dr. Nalamati Amman. The event saw the participation
of over 600 delegates from across South India.

Speaking at the event, Dr. Chandrasekhar stressed the need
to embrace modern medical advancements and ensure bet-
ter healthcare services, especially for people in rural areas.
He said that such conferences serve as a great platform to
understand the latest developments in treatments, medical
technologies, and drug innovations. He urged healthcare
professionals to focus not only on treatment but also on cre-
ating awareness among the public on disease prevention.
Dr. D. Sriharirao praised the Andhra Pradesh Nephrology So-
ciety for hosting this prestigious event and expressed confi-
dence that it would become a milestone in southern India’s
medical landscape. He emphasized the importance of con-
tinuous learning and collaboration among medical profes-
sionals to address growing health challenges.

Dr. Nalamati Amman, the Organising Chairman, highlight-
ed that the conference would discuss advancements, chal-
lenges, and innovations in nephrology. He added that the
goal is to provide internationally benchmarked treatments
and to enhance the skills of nephrologists in the region.
Organising Secretary Dr. G. Sivarama Krishna and other key
figures were also present at the inaugural session. The con-
ference will feature expert talks and sessions on various ne-
phrology topics over the next two days.

NTR Health UC Urges
Modern Medical
learning

Pro Kabaddi Back in
AP After 7 Years

Bapatia Police Busts Nationwide cvner sScam

TPN Correspondent | Bapatla

Bapatla district police have cracked
a sensational cybercrime case by
arresting two cybercriminals from
Rajasthan who operated fake web-
sites mimicking popular tourist
and temple destinations across In-
dia. The accused, Paranjeet (20) and
Bittu (21), from Sahasan village in
Bharatpur district, duped unsus-
pecting users by creating fake web-
sites resembling APTDC Haritha Re-
sorts in Suryalanka, TTD, Srisailam,

and Trimbakeshwar temples.

Following a complaint filed on
June 16, 2024, by the Haritha Re-
sort manager, a case was registered

under IPC Section 420 and

nearly 350 lakh.

crime.gov.in.

Section 66-D. Under the leadership
of SP Tushar Dudi IPS, two special T
teams tracked the suspects using
NCRP and financial portals. A to-
tal of 127 complaints from 18 states
were found, with a fraud amount of

The accused were arrested in Ra-
jasthan on July 23 and produced in
ACJM-II court before being shifted
to Guntur jail. They will be in po-
lice custody on August 1 and 2. SP
Tushar Dudi warned citizens to
avoid clicking suspicious links and
report cyber frauds to 1930 or cyber- g
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TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

The Pro Kabaddi League (PKL) is set
to make a grand return to Andhra
Pradesh after a seven-year hiatus,
with the 12th season kicking off on
August 29 at Visakhapatnam’s Rajiv
Gandhi Indoor Stadium. The opening
match will feature a thrilling clash
between Telugu Titans and Tamil
Thalaivas, marking a significant mo-
ment for sports enthusiasts in the
state, announced Sports Authority of
Andhra Pradesh (SAAP) Chairman An-
imini Ravinaidu in a statement re-
leased on Friday.

Ravinaidu expressed delight at PKL’s
homecoming, noting that the 2018
Season 6 in Visakhapatnam left fans
enthralled. “The 12th season will cre-
ate another unforgettable experi-
ence,” he said, emphasizing the state’s
commitment to hosting a memora-
ble tournament. The Andhra Pradesh
government and SAAP will extend full
support to PKL organizers, associate
partners, and sponsors to ensure the
event’s success, he assured.

The season, spanning Visakhapat-
nam, Jaipur, Chennai, and Delhi, will

PRO®
KABADDI

see 12 teams compete for glory. The
opening weekend in Vizag promis-
es high-octane action, with Telugu
Titans facing UP Yoddhas on August
30 and Tamil Thalaivas taking on U
Mumba on Super Sunday, alongside
reigning champions Haryana Steelers
beginning their title defense against
Bengal Warriorz. The return to Vizag,
a kabaddi stronghold since Seasons 1
and 3, is expected to reignite the re-
gion’s passion for the sport.
Ravinaidu highlighted the state’s ded-
ication to fostering sports, stating that
the PKL’s return aligns with efforts to
promote kabaddi and engage fans.
The multi-city format, praised by PKL
Commissioner Anupam Goswami,
aims to deepen the league’s connec-
tion with its fanbase, with Visakhapa-
tnam poised to play a pivotal role in
this new chapter.

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawada
With the grand Dasara Sharanna-
varatri Mahotsavams set to begin
from September 22 to October 2, 2025,
Vijayawada Police Commissioner
S.V. Rajasekhar Babu, conducted a
review meeting to oversee arrange-
ments. This year’s celebrations will
span 11 days, drawing devotees from
across the state, other states, and
even abroad to the famous Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy Temple.

The meeting, held at the Commis-
sioner’s Office conference hall, in-
cluded temple authorities and senior
police officers. Discussions focused on
crowd management, queue systems,
bathing ghats, prasadam counters,
and ensuring seamless darshan for
devotees. Special emphasis was laid
on minimizing congestion and avoid-
ing inconvenience to pilgrims during

the high-footfall festival.

The Commissioner stressed the need
for quick and comfortable darshan
arrangements for common devotees.

Discussions also covered improve-
ments to traffic regulation, deploy-
ment of police forces, and real-time
information dissemination to guide
devotees.

The review further involved detailed
planning for providing adequate facil-
ities, maintaining law and order, and
ensuring round-the-clock monitoring
of the premises.

Among those present were DCP K.G.V.
Saritha IPS, T. Tirumaleswara Reddy
IPS, SVD Prasad, Temple EO Sreena-
nayak, ADCs G. Ramakrishna, A.V.L.
Prasanna Kumar, K. Koteshwara Rao,
ACP West Durgarao, Inspector Guru
Prakash, temple officials, and staff.

Grievance Day Held to Resolve Farmers’ Issues

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawa-
da

The Andhra Pradesh Capital Re-
gion Development Authority (AP-
CRDA) organized a Grievance Day
at its Thulluru office to address
the concerns of farmers from
the Amaravati Capital Region. G.
Surya Sai Praveenchand, Addi-
tional Commissioner of APCRDA,
received petitions from sever-
al farmers, primarily regard-
ing issues under the Negotiated
Settlement Policy (NSP), village
boundary lands, assigned lands,

annuity payments, and other
land-related grievances.

The Additional Commissioner
assured the petitioners that im-
mediate steps would be taken,
particularly on issues related
to Lanka and assigned lands,
in alignment with government
directives. He also directed of-
ficials from concerned depart-
ments to initiate prompt action
on the grievances raised.

During the session, CRDA of-
ficials resolved a majority of
the issues on the spot. For the

remaining complaints, appro-
priate steps were initiated, and
officials emphasized that public
grievances are being addressed
without delay. The Grievance
Day sessions are held every Fri-
day from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
and farmers were urged to take
full advantage of this weekly fo-
rum.

A total of 78 petitions were re-
ceived during the session. These
included 73 land-related issues
from Amaravati, 3 pertaining to
the Planning Department, and 1

each under Infra-1 and Infra-II
categories.

The event was attended by GRM
Nodal Officer P. Jayashree, Spe-
cial Deputy Collectors B. Sriniva-
sa Naik, M. Seshireddy, K.S. Bh-
agyarekha, P. Padmavathi, A.G.
Chinni Krishna, G. Ravinder, G.
Bheemarao, CRDA Survey Assis- |
tant Director G. Panduranga Rao
Ramakrishnan, Tahsildars, Zon-
al Joint Director, Senior Planner
C.H. Madhusudhan, and other
senior officials.
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Kurnool Gears Up for PM-Kisan Event

e~

TPN Correspondent | Kurnool
Kurnool District Collector P. Ran-

on Satur&ay. During a telec
ference held on Friday with con-

¥

on-

sized the need for well-planned
arrangements.

He instructed that the event be
conducted in every assembly
constituency and at Rythu Seva
Kendras (RSKs), ensuring farm-
er participation on a large scale.
The programme will include a
live stream of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's address from
Varanasi between 11 AM and 12
Noon, as well as Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu’s partici-
pation from Prakasam district.
The Collector directed officials to
arrange TVs at all RSKs for live
coverage.

sentatives should be formally
invited to take part in the pro-
gramme. Awareness should
also be created among farmers
on agricultural topics during
the event. Pamphlets contain-
ing programme details must be
distributed to farmers, the Col-
lector added. He also instructed
officials to clearly explain how
much amount is being depos-
ited under the Annadata Sukh-
ibhava scheme, and if any farm-
er hasn't received it, the reason
must be provided.

Joint Collector Dr. B. Navya, Dis-
trict Agriculture Officer Varal-

jith Basha has directed officials
to successfully organize the An-
nadata Sukhibhava-PM Kisan
programme across the district

stituency special officers, man-
dal special officers, tahsildars,
and agriculture department
officials, the Collector empha-

akshmi, officials
agriculture

In addition, he said the event
must also be held at AMCs, PACS,
and KVKs. Ministers, MPs, MLAS,

from
department,
tahsildars participated in the

MLCs, and other public repre-

teleconference.

Land for Every
Family: Gollector

TPN Correspondent | Tirupati

In a proactive step toward addressing rural issues, Tirupati
District Collector Dr. S. Venkateshwar visited Irakam Island
in Tada mandal on Friday, where he conducted a special
gram sabha. The event was also attended by Sullurupeta
MLA Nelavala Vijayasree, who brought the villagers’ con-
cerns directly to the attention of the district administration.
Interacting with the residents, Collector Venkateshwar stat-
ed that multiple issues had been highlighted by the MLA,
particularly relating to education and housing. “Children
in the village are facing
hardships commuting |
to school, and there
is a serious demand §
for housing sites. In
response, the govern- [§
ment has decided to
identify suitable gov-
ernment lands and al-
lot 2.50 cents of land to
each family on August 14,” he announced.

MLA Nelavala Vijayasree added that 95 new pension sanc-
tions have already been approved for Irakam residents. She
also informed the gathering that under the first installment
of Rythu Bharosa, eligible farmers will receive financial as-
sistance starting tomorrow. “This is a people’s government
committed to the welfare of all sections,” she emphasized.
The meeting saw significant participation from local lead-
ers, former MP Nelavala Subrahmanyam, RDVO E. Kiran
Mai, and a large number of villagers. The gram sabha cre-
ated a platform for direct dialogue between officials and vil-
lagers, enabling real-time feedback and decision-making.
This initiative underscores the government’s commitment
to rural development and welfare through transparent,
ground-level interaction with communities.

Al

Make Use of Mothers'

Milk Bank
.. '“[ ( LB

TPN Correspondent | Guntakal

As part of the World Breastfeeding
Week celebrations being held from
August 1 to 7, medical staff from the
PP Unit of Area Hospital, Guntakal,
urged mothers to make use of the
district’s prestigious Mothers’ Milk
Bank. The awareness event saw par-
ticipation from PP Unit doctors Dr.
Gangadhar, Dr. Aruna, Dr. Haritha,
Dr. Lakshmi Devi, Health Supervisor,
ASHA workers, and Health Educator
Venu Gopal. Pregnant women and
lactating mothers also attended in
good numbers.During the session,
doctors highlighted the importance
of breastfeeding and explained the
nutritional value of breast milk. They
emphasized that the yellowish co-
lostrum, produced within the first
hour after birth, is like nectar for the
newborn. They advised mothers to

feed only breast milk for the first six
months, noting that it is a complete
food for infants and helps in building
immunity to protect against diseas-
es.The doctors informed the partici-
pants that a Mothers’ Milk Bank has
been set up at the District General
Hospital to support infants in need.
They urged the public to be aware of
the facility and utilize it when nec-
essary. The health team and ASHA
workers pledged to actively promote
breastfeeding and educate families
about its health benefits.

The event was conducted as part of
the global efforts to promote exclu-
sive breastfeeding and reduce in-
fant mortality rates. The health offi-
cials reiterated their commitment to
spreading awareness in every com-
munity and called on families to sup-
port breastfeeding mothers.

MLA Koona to Attend US Legislative Meet

Srikakulam

TPN Correspondent |

Amadalavalasa MLA and AP
PUC Chairman Koona Raviku-
mar has earned a rare honour
by being selected to partici-
pate in the prestigious Glob-
al Legislative Summit (NCSL)
to be held in Boston, USA, on
August 4-6. He is among the
130-member historic Indian
delegation of MLAs and MLCs

parties.

from 28 states and 21 political

Speaking on the occasion,
Ravi Kumar said he is proud
to represent Andhra Pradesh
and his constituency on such
a global platform. He empha-
sized that this is not just in-
ternational recognition, but
an opportunity to learn global
best practices in governance
to better serve the public.

The summit will focus on
Al in governance, digital de-
mocracy, cybersecurity, voter
trust, and policy innovation.
The delegation will also en-
gage in dialogue with glob-
al leaders and Indian-origin
professionals from diverse
fields. Ravi Kumar thanked
NLC India and founder Dr. Ra-
hul V. Karad for the opportu-
nity.

Pink Bus Gancer Gamps in 16 PHCs

TPN Correspondent | Tirupati

As part of a widespread health
initiative, Sri Venkateswara
Institute of Medical Sciences
(SVIMS), Tirupati, will conduct
Pink Bus screening camps in 16
Primary Health Centres (PHCS)
across Tirupati district through-
out August. The camps are be-
ing organized under the super-
vision of Dr. K. Nagaraj, Head
of Community Medicine, as per
the directives of SVIMS Direc-
tor-cum-Vice Chancellor Dr. R.V.
Kumar. In line with the Andhra
Pradesh state government’s
guidelines and with the cooper-
ation of the District Medical and

ed free of cost, encouraging peo-
ple to take proactive steps toward
their health. SVIMS urges resi-
dents in the scheduled areas to
utilize this opportunity for early
diagnosis and health awareness.
The detailed schedule for the
camps is as follows:

August 4: KVIB Puram, Kovanur
August 7: Nidigurthi, Chinnapan-
duru
August 11:
varam
August 14: Varagali, Balireddyp-
alem

August 18: GK Palli, Chennuru
August 21: Balayapalli, Dakkili
August 25: Chittedu, Chillakur

Vallipedu, Chinta-

MLA Vows to
Boost Sports
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TPN Correspondent | Srikakulam
Local MLA Gondu Shankar has pledged to strengthen the
sports ecosystem in Srikakulam district by enhancing
infrastructure and nurturing young talent. Inaugurat-
ing a district-level seminar for PETs (Physical Education
Teachers) and PDs (Physical Directors) at Kodi Rammur-
thy Stadium on Friday, the MLA emphasized his commit-
ment to shaping the stadium into a premier sports hub
of the state.
Addressing the gathering, Shankar said, “My goal is to
see athletes from Srikakulam make a mark at nation-
al and international levels. We are committed to com-
pleting the stadium’s development within the next six
months and dedicating it to the people of the district.”
He highlighted the role of sports in student development,
stating that participation in games not only improves
physical strength but also nurtures mental empathy,
discipline, and social responsibility among youth. Sports,
he added, inspire individuals and act as a strong founda-
tion for building society.
The seminar saw active participation from sports associ-
ation representatives including P. Sundara Rao and M.V.
Ramana, Srikakulam division education officials, TDP
youth leader Reddy Girija Shankar, and TDP city presi-
dent Madarapu Venkatesh.
Officials announced that a comprehensive district-level
action plan has been designed to promote sports through
educational institutions. Special programs will be imple-
mented to instill sports culture among students across
the district.
PETs and PDs present at the seminar shared various sug-
gestions and feedback to improve physical education at
the grassroots level. The event proved to be informative
and motivational for all participants.

Health Department, these mo-
bile cancer screening initiatives
aim to provide early detection
services and raise awareness
among the public. Two Pink Bus-
es will travel across different

PHCs, focusing on cancer aware-
ness and screening for both men
and women.The screening in-
cludes free tests for blood pres-
sure and blood sugar levels. For
women, the Pink Bus will offer

mammography for breast cancer
detection and Pap smear tests to
identify cervical cancer. For men
and women alike, the camps will
also include oral cancer screen-
ing. All these services are provid-

August 28: Dasukuppam, Ban-
garupeta

These camps are expected to
benefit hundreds of villagers by
bringing preventive healthcare
closer to home.

Rs. 1.73 Crore Cyher
Fraud Busted

TPN Correspondent | Anantapur

In a major breakthrough, the Anantapur police, un-
der the supervision of SP P. Jagadeesh, have arrested a
five-member cyber fraud gang involved in a fake invest-
ment scam operated from Cambodia and coordinated
through Delhi. Authorities seized 41.20 lakh in cash, 8
mobile phones, a car, 20 ATM cards, 15 SIM cards, 5 bank
passbooks, 10 cheque books, and 2 Wi-Fi routers.

The gang lured Veparalla-based software engineer
Narasimhappa through fake Facebook investment ads
and tricked him into joining a WhatsApp group linked
to fraudulent apps like VIP66 Bajaj Investment and K26
Zerodha. Initially, he invested 12 lakh and was shown
fake profits, increasing his trust. Over a month, from
April 15 to May 14, he invested a total of ¥1.73 crore. When
he attempted to withdraw 3.4 crore (investment + fake
profits), he was told to pay 40% in taxes, raising suspi-
cion and prompting him to file a police complaint.
Following a probe based on Cr.No.112/2025 under rele-
vant sections of the IT Act, the police identified that the
defrauded money was routed through 13 fake bank ac-
counts created across India. The accused used internet
banking and planned to transfer the funds abroad via
cryptocurrency. A private bank manager suspected of
aiding the scam is under investigation.

SP Jagadeesh praised the efforts of DSP Ravibabu and
CIs Jayanaik, Venkataramana, Shaik Zakir, and SIs Nag-
amadhu and Gurnath Reddy. He urged the public to be
alert against fake financial apps and investment scams,
and to report suspicious activities to police or cybercrime
helplines.
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ny person below the age
of 18 is considered a child
under the United Nations
Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC). The
UNCRC, a global framework to safe-
guard children's rights, came into
force on 2nd September 1990. India
ratified this convention on 11th De-
cember 1992 and has since imple-
mented its provisions. Today, 196
countries across the world follow
the principles laid out in the UNCRC.

The fundamental rights
guaranteed to every child
under the UNCRC include:
* Right to Survival

* Right to Development

» Right to Protection

* Right to Participation
These rights are to be
ensured without any
discrimination.

To uphold these principles, the Gov-
ernment of India enacted the Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2000, which has been
amended over time. The latest ver-
sion, Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Amendment

Act, 2021, came into effect from 1st
September 2022. Under Section 27
of this Act, Child Welfare Commit-
tees (CWCs) have been constituted
in every district. These Committees
function as a bench of Judicial Mag-
istrate of First Class, empowered by
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973.
CWCs are responsible for interacting
with and assessing children brought
before them, often from highly vul-
nerable backgrounds, including:
« Orphans and semi-orphans
e Children from broken or abu-
sive families
e Street children and child la-
borers
« Victims of trafficking, child
marriage, or abuse
- Drug-addicted or mentally/
physically challenged children
e Children affected by HIV/AIDS
e Abandoned or surrendered
children
- Missing and begging children
These children are temporarily
placed in licensed Child Care Institu-
tions (CCIs) for care, counseling, and
rehabilitation. The goal is to reunite
them with their families where pos-
sible, or otherwise, prepare them for
an independent and dignified life.

B.V.S. Kumar
Former Chairman
Child Welfare Committee
Krishna District

However, a major gap exists in the
implementation of Individual Care
Plans (ICPs) — a crucial component
mandated by the law.

What is an Individual

Care Plan?

An Individual Care Plan is a per-
sonalized and dynamic roadmap

designed for each child, tailored to
address their unique needs, chal-
lenges, and aspirations. It is devel-
oped in collaboration with care-
givers, counselors, and wherever
possible, the child and their family.

A well-prepared
ICP should include:

« Personal Medical History

» Family and Social Background

» Developmental Milestones

« Emotional and Behavioral
Needs

« Interests, Preferences, and
Talents

» Educational and Vocational
Goals

« Specific timelines, strategies,
and interventions

Regular reviews and updates must

be conducted to adjust the plan as

the child grows and their circum-

stances evolve.

The Consequences of
Neglecting ICPs :

Many CCIs, due to lack of awareness,
resources, or oversight, fail to pre-
pare or implement ICPs for the chil-
dren under their care. This shortfall
severely affects the child’s ability to

reintegrate into society once they
turn 18 — the legal age at which
they must exit the institution.
Although some support may be ex-
tended through After-Care Programs,
these are limited and require that the
child is adequately prepared for inde-
pendent living, Without proper educa-
tion, skill development, or emotional
support, many of these young adults
are left directionless and vulnerable,
often slipping back into cycles of pov-
erty, exploitation, or crime.

The Way Forward :

The Women and Child Welfare De-
partment, along with the District
Child Protection Units (DCPUs) and
Child Welfare Committees (CWCs),
must ensure that each and every
child in a CCI is cared for according
to an Individual Care Plan. Strict
monitoring, regular audits, and ca-
pacity-building of CCI staff are es-
sential to achieving this.

Every child deserves the chance to
live a safe, fulfilling, and indepen-
dent life. A well-designed and im-
plemented Individual Care Plan is
not a formality — it is a fundamen-
tal right and a lifeline for the vul-
nerable children of our society.

China Grows Wary as Pakistan Becomes Security
Liability Amid CPEC Threats

China’s strategic patience with Pa-
kistan is wearing thin as persistent
security threats endanger its flagship
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) project
— the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC). During a recent meeting
with Pakistan Army Chief General
Asim Munir, China’s Central Military
Commission Vice-Chairman Zhang
Youxia explicitly urged stronger secu-
rity for Chinese nationals and invest-
ments in Pakistan.

The appeal is not new — but it is in-
creasingly urgent. A 2024 report by
Pakistan’s National Counter Terror-
ism Authority (NACTA) revealed that
20 Chinese citizens have been killed
and 34 injured in attacks since 2021.
The threat is twofold, stemming from
both Baloch insurgents and Islamist
militants like the Tehreek-e-Taliban
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Pakistan (TTP).

While the TTP targets Chinese per-
sonnel as a symbolic attack against
Islamabad’s foreign alliances, Baloch
insurgents see Beijing's presence as
exploitation of their resource-rich re-
gion. Their tactics — hijackings, sui-
cide bombings (including by women),
and road blockades — aim to cripple
CPEC-linked logistics and damage Pa-
kistan’s trade routes.

Despite deploying Special Security
Divisions and surveillance systems,
Pakistan’s response has been large-
ly reactive. Strategic vulnerabilities
persist, and Beijing’s dissatisfaction
is now surfacing publicly. The up-
coming B2B-focused second phase of
CPEC requires a secure environment
— something Pakistan is struggling to

guarantee.

Internally, Pakistan’s fragile security
apparatus, ethnic grievances, and eco-
nomic constraints further complicate
the situation. Delays, insurance hikes,
and operational risks are eroding Chi-
na’s investment appetite, pushing it to
reassess engagement terms.

The CPEC’s viability, deeply tied to
western China’s stability and Xinji-
ang’s economic agenda, now hangs
in the balance. A continued failure to
secure Chinese interests could convert
Pakistan from a “strategic ally” into a
costly liability — forcing China to re-
consider the depth of its relationship.

The road ahead may be defined less
by partnership and more by growing
frustration in Beijing.

‘Make in India’ Falls Short as
Manufacturing Shrinks, Not Surges

A decade after its grand
launch, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s flagship Make
in India campaign is falter-
ing. Promised as a revival of
India’s manufacturing might,
the initiative now stands as a
cautionary tale of optics over-
shadowing execution.

Launched in 2014, Make in
India aimed to increase the
manufacturing sector’s GDP
share from 16% to 25% by 2022.
Instead, it dipped below 13%
by 2024. Jobs in the sector fell
drastically from 5.1 crore in
2016-17 to 2.7 crore in 2020-21,

raising deep concerns.

At its core, critics say, Make in
India was more about brand-
ing than building. Flashy sum-
mits and a logo designed by a
U.S. firm masked the absence
of a coherent policy roadmap.
Key components — infrastruc-
ture, skilling, and sectoral fo-
cus — were either underfund-
ed or ignored.

Gross Fixed Capital Formation,
a key indicator of infrastruc-
ture investment, declined from
36% of GDP in 2007 to 30% by
2024. Foreign Direct Invest-

ment also plummeted, falling
from 8.8% of total capital for-
mation in 2020 to 2.3% in 2024.

While Production-Linked In-
centive (PLI) schemes provid-
ed a minor boost in areas like
smartphone manufacturing,
they couldn’t offset structur-
al gaps. Meanwhile, policy
shocks like demonetisation
and a flawed GST rollout dev-
astated small and medium
enterprises — the backbone of
India’s manufacturing sector.

With over 1,400 regulatory re-
quirements draining resourc-
es and credit access limited
to just 20% of MSMEs, growth
remains elusive. Reports on
job losses and unemployment
were buried, and key economic
data was withheld, raising ac-
countability concerns.

The decade-long effort, instead
of revitalising industry, has
left it adrift. As global peers ad-
vance domestic manufactur-
ing, Make in India has become
a case study in missed oppor-
tunity — proving that strategy,
not slogans, drives real eco-
nomic transformation.

BJP’s Changing Stance on Divorce,
Inheritance, and Social Policies

The BJP’s shifting positions on
key social issues such as di-
vorce, inheritance laws, and
caste policies reflect a broader
pattern of ideological evolu-
tion—or retreat—since its or-
igins as the Jan Sangh in the
1950s.

Originally, the Jan Sangh op-
posed divorce and supported
the joint family system as cen-
tral to Hindu society. Its 1957
manifesto promised to repeal
laws like the Hindu Marriage
and Hindu Succession Acts,
which challenged these tra-
ditional structures. Women’s
rights, particularly around
inheritance, were not cham-
pioned but opposed, reflecting
conservative social values. Yet,
as Indian society urbanized
and nuclear families became
more common—especially
among the BJP’s core urban,
upper-caste supporters—these
stances softened or were aban-
doned altogether without clear
explanation.

Similarly, the party’s earlier
hardline approach on caste
sought to eliminate untouch-
ability but dismissed affirma-

tive action policies like reser-
vations for Scheduled Castes

and Tribes. This has now
evolved into a more complex,
sometimes contradictory ap-
proach that struggles to ad-
dress ongoing social inequali-
ties.

On language, the Jan Sangh
had pushed for Hindi to dom-
inate all regional languages,
a stance that has been toned
down amid backlash and po-
litical pragmatism.

The BJP’s journey from an
ideologically rigid party to a
pragmatic electoral machine

shows in its recent social pol-
icy focus, which still under-
goes shifts based on political
calculations rather than clear
ideological commitments.
This mirrors changes in its
economic and foreign policies
over decades, signaling a par-
ty responsive to middle-class
voters’ priorities such as an-
ti-corruption, rather than
strictly adhering to its original
manifesto.

While adaptability is common
in politics, BJP’s lack of trans-
parency about these shifts
raises questions about the con-
sistency of its vision for India’s
social fabric.
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TPN Correspondent |
New Delhi

With India gearing up to cel-
ebrate its 79th Independence
Day on August 15, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has once
again invited citizens to con-
tribute ideas and suggestions
for his annual address from
the Red Fort.

In a message posted on X (for-
merly Twitter), the Prime Min-
ister urged Indians to share
their thoughts on the themes
they believe should be high-
lighted in this year’s speech.
“As we approach this year’s In-
dependence Day, I look forward
to hearing from my fellow In-
dians! What themes or ideas
would you like to see reflected
in this year’s Independence
Day speech?” PM Modi wrote,
directing people to the Open Fo-

™\

rum on MyGov and the NaMo
App.

This call for public input has
become a signature aspect of
the Prime Minister’s Indepen-
dence Day preparations, re-
flecting his consistent push for
participatory democracy and
citizen engagement.

"\ T

Since taking office in 2014, PM
Modi has incorporated pub-
lic suggestions into his major
addresses, often spotlighting
grassroots innovations, youth
achievements, national devel-
opment milestones, and cit-
izen-driven policy ideas. His
Independence Day speeches

are watched closely as they of-
ten set the tone for the govern-
ment’s priorities in the months
ahead. The MyGov platform
and the NaMo App have been
crucial digital tools in connect-
ing the public with the govern-
ment. Citizens from across the
country can now submit their
ideas through these platforms,
with a chance for their sug-
gestions to be included in the
Prime Minister’s speech.

This year’s Independence Day
is expected to focus on themes
of unity, technological ad-
vancement, and India's grow-
ing global leadership as the
nation approaches its 80th
year of independence in 2026.
Submissions are now open,
and the public is encouraged to
contribute their voice to one of
India’s most symbolic national
moments.

India warns nationals in Ireland to stay vigilant

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Amid a concerning rise in hate
crimes, the Indian Embassy in
Dublin has issued an advisory
urging Indian nationals resid-
ing in Ireland to stay vigilant
and prioritize their personal
safety. The advisory follows
several recent incidents involv-

ing physical assaults on Indian
citizens.

“There has been an increase in
the instances of physical at-
tacks against Indian citizens in
Ireland recently,” the embassy
stated in an official note shared
on Thursday. It called upon all
Indian nationals to remain

alert and adopt reasonable pre-
cautions.

Officials specifically advised
individuals to avoid venturing
into deserted areas, especially
during late or odd hours. While
the advisory did not detail spe-
cific cases, the tone reflects
growing concern over targeted

hate crimes within the Irish
community.

The embassy assured that it is
monitoring the situation close-
ly and remains in touch with
local authorities. It also encour-
aged victims of such incidents
to report them promptly to the
police and the embassy for nec-
essary assistance.

TPN Correspondent |
New Delhi

The Election Commission on
Friday announced that the Vice
Presidential election will be
held on September 9, follow-
ing the unexpected resigna-
tion of Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar last month.

A formal notification for the
election will be issued on Au-
gust 7, with August 21 as the last
date for filing nominations.
The results will be declared on
the same day as the polling.

Mr Dhankhar resigned on July
21, more than two years before
the end of his term, which was
scheduled to conclude in Au-
gust 2027. While he officially
cited health reasons, sourc-
es indicated growing friction
with the central government,
particularly after his refusal to
support the Centre’s position

Poll To Be Held On Sep 9

on the impeachment of Justice
Yashwant Varma.

As per Clause 2 of Article 68 of
the Constitution, an election to
fill a Vice Presidential vacancy
must be held as soon as pos-
sible. The person elected will
serve a full five-year term from
the date of assuming office.

The Vice President is elected by
an Electoral College comprising
elected and nominated mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha and
elected members of the Lok
Sabha.

The ruling NDA alliance is in
a strong position to secure the
post. In the Lok Sabha, the NDA
holds 293 out of 542 filled seats,
while in the Rajya Sabha, it en-
joys support from 129 members,
giving the alliance an effective
backing of 422 lawmakers —
comfortably above the 391 votes
needed for a win.

We have steady & time
tested partnership with
Russia: MEA

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

India on Friday firmly defend-
ed its longstanding relation-
ship with Russia following con-
troversial remarks by former
US President Donald Trump.
Responding to Trump’s com-
ments, Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal emphasized
that India’s foreign relations
are independent and not influ-
enced by third-party views.

“Our ties with any country
stand on their merit and should
not be seen through the prism
of a third country,” Jaiswal
stated. “As far as India-Russia
relations are concerned, we
have a steady and time-tested
partnership.”

Trump had criticized India and
Russia in a post on his social
platform Truth Social, saying,
“They can take their dead econ-
omies down together.” He also
claimed that India’s tariffs are
among the highest in the world
and dismissed bilateral trade

with both nations as minimal.

In response, the MEA reiter-
ated India’s strong and evolv-
ing partnership with the US.
Jaiswal highlighted the “com-
prehensive global strategic
partnership” between India
and the US, grounded in dem-
ocratic values and strong peo-
ple-to-people ties. He noted that
the relationship has endured
various challenges and transi-
tions, and India remains com-
mitted to advancing its strate-
gic agenda with Washington.

Ex-MP Prajwal Revanna Convicted of
Raping House Help

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Former JD(S) MP Prajwal Revan-
na was found guilty by a special
court in Bengaluru on Friday for
sexually assaulting a woman
who worked as domestic help
at his family's farmhouse. The
court, designated for MPs and
MLAs, will announce the quan-
tum of punishment on Satur-
day.

The survivor accused Revanna
of repeatedly raping her since
2021 and threatening to leak
explicit videos if she spoke out.

Following a detailed
trial that included
testimony from 26
witnesses and Revan-
na himself, the court
framed charges un-
der multiple IPC sec-
tions, including rape,
voyeurism, criminal
intimidation, and il-
legal circulation of
intimate images.

Revanna, 34, was ar-
rested on May 31 last
year and is current-
ly facing three more

sexual assault cases. These in-
clude the rape of a former Zil-
la Panchayat member and a
senior domestic worker from
Mysuru. In another case, he is
accused of sexually harassing a
woman via video call.

The scandal intensified in 2024
when over 2,000 obscene vid-
eos allegedly linked to Revanna
surfaced online. The JD(S) sus-
pended him, and he later lost
his Hassan seat in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. The cases are
being investigated by the Kar-
nataka CID.

NIA Should Probe Case
Linked To Gogoi's Wife:
Himanta Sarma

TPN Correspondent | New Delhi

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has defended
his move to consider transferring a sensitive investigation
involving Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi's wife, Elizabeth Col-
burn, to the National Investigation Agency (NIA). The case
concerns alleged links between Colburn and a Pakistan-based
NGO, raising national security concerns.

Sarma, addressing the media on Thursday, explained that
the Assam Police Special Investigation Team (SIT), currently
probing the matter, has limitations in its scope—particular-
ly in accessing communication data beyond two years. “The
NIA, on the other hand, can trace telephonic interactions as
far back as 2010. The SIT has done commendable work, but
this case has broader implications, including issues of citi-
zenship and potential foreign interference,” he said.

Earlier this year, Sarma had directed the registration of a
case against a Pakistani national believed to have connec-
tions with Colburn. He accused the individual of attempting
to interfere in Assam’s domestic matters and indicated that
Colburn may also face scrutiny for alleged links to Pakistan’s
intelligence agency, ISI.

Additionally, Sarma has questioned Colburn’s alleged partici-
pation in the recent Lok Sabha election campaign despite be-
ing a British citizen. “This case ultimately concerns national
security, and the Centre is best positioned to investigate it
thoroughly,” the Chief Minister asserted.

The SIT has been instructed to conclude its investigation by
September 10, after which its findings will be presented to
the Assam Cabinet. “Only after reviewing the report will the
cabinet consider formally recommending that the NIA take
over,” Sarma added. The case has drawn political attention,
with Congress leaders calling the probe a political vendetta,
while the BJP argues that national interest and legal integri-
ty must be upheld, regardless of political affiliations.
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Tharoor Differs With
Rahul Gandhi Over
Trump Remarks

TPN Correspondent | Delhi
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Congress MP Shashi Tharoor on Friday publicly distanced
himself from party colleague Rahul Gandhi’s endorsement of
US President Donald Trump's controversial remarks calling
India a "dead economy’. Responding to Trump’s statement
on social media, Mr Tharoor said, “This is not the case, and
we all know it,” defending India’s economic strength amid
recent trade tensions with Washington.

Trump, while justifying a 25% tariff on Indian exports,
claimed he was unconcerned about India’s ties with Russia
and dismissed both nations’ economies as “dead.” “They can
take their dead economies down together,” he wrote on Truth
Social, also accusing India of maintaining “strenuous and
obnoxious” trade barriers. Surprisingly, Rahul Gandhi, the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, agreed with Trump’s
assessment. “He is right. Everybody knows this except the
Prime Minister and the Finance Minister,” he told reporters
in Parliament.

However, other Congress leaders voiced strong disagreement.
Karti Chidambaram, Congress MP, called Trump “an uncon-
ventional politician” and downplayed the comment. “India
and America are large economies that need each other. Flip-
ping comments won’t derail this relationship,” he said in an
interview.

Rajya Sabha MP Rajiv Shukla also rejected Trump’s charac-
terization of India’s economy. “Our economic condition is
not at all weak. Trump is living in a delusion,” he told ANIL.
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Trump releases revised

TPN Correspondent |
New Delhi

U.S. President Donald Trump
has issued a revised executive
order formalizing new recipro-
cal tariffs for nearly 70 coun-
tries, retaining a 25% tariff on
Indian exports while slashing
Pakistan’s rate from 29% to 19%.
The revised duties, outlined in
an executive order titled “Fur-
ther Modifying The Reciprocal
Tariff Rates,” will come into ef-
fect from August 7, 2025.

India’s tariff rate remains un-
changed despite earlier threats
of an added penalty over its
continued military and energy
ties with Russia. However, the
finalized order makes no men-
tion of this penalty. Trump had
earlier accused India of using
high tariffs and non-monetary

tarii!s for 70 count

trade barriers and being a ma-
jor buyer of Russian energy and
defense equipment—factors he
claimed warranted the tariff
hike.

Pakistan, in contrast, received
a 10% tariff reduction, draw-
ing attention to Washington’s
evolving trade strategy in South
Asia.

The move comes amid tense
U.S.-India relations following
Trump’s criticism of India’s
BRICS membership and trade
surplus with the U.S., which
he described as “massive.” The
White House also questioned
India’'s alignment with Ameri-
can economic and security pri-
orities.

India, while expressing con-
cern, has announced it is re-
viewing the tariffs and will take

“all necessary steps to safe-
guard national interests.” Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal
indicated that exemptions will
apply to goods shipped before
August 7 and cleared in the U.S.
by October 5—offering export-
ers temporary relief.

Trade analysts warn the tariff
policy could complicate bilat-
eral trade talks, with former
U.S. official Wendy Cutler not-
ing that India was once consid-
ered a promising candidate for
a quick agreement. Meanwhile,
U.S. businesses and customs of-
ficials are bracing for logistical
challenges stemming from the
uneven global tariff landscape.

Tariff rates across the board
now range between 10% and
40%, with Laos and Myanmar
facing the highest levies.

No F-35 Jets From US?
India Weighs Options

TPN Correspondent | London

India is exploring ways to ease tensions with
the US following President Donald Trump’s
surprise announcement of a 25% tariff on In-
dian exports, sources familiar with the matter
told Bloomberg. Despite the tariff threat, New
Delhi has ruled out immediate retaliation and
is considering increasing imports from the US,
including natural gas, communication equip-
ment, and gold, to help narrow its trade sur-
plus over the next few years.

Officials expressed disappointment over
Trump’s move but remain committed to con-
tinuing bilateral trade talks. Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal confirmed that the gov-
ernment is consulting exporters to assess the
tariffs’ impact and vowed to protect national
interests.

Notably, India has decided against boosting
defense purchases from the US, a key de-
mand from Trump. The Modi government is
not interested in acquiring the expensive F-35
stealth fighter jets, which Trump had offered
during Modi’s visit to Washington in February.
Instead, India prefers focusing on domestic

defense manufacturing partnerships rather
than buying ready-made US equipment.

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent criticized
India for slowing trade negotiations, citing
India’s close ties with Russia as a concern.
Trump’s tariffs also come amid criticism of In-
dia’s energy purchases from Russia, which the
US sees as supporting Moscow’s war efforts in
Ukraine.

Despite the trade tensions, both countries had
previously aimed to finalize a bilateral trade
deal by fall 2025. Analysts remain cautious
about Trump’s tariff threats, viewing them
possibly as negotiating tactics, similar to past
US-EU trade disputes.

India’s markets reacted mildly, with the rupee
dipping slightly and stocks edging lower. Ex-
perts suggest India may need to be more flexi-
ble in ongoing talks but reaffirm the country’s
priority to protect farmers, entrepreneurs, and
small businesses.

As the US-India relationship navigates these
hurdles, New Delhi balances diplomatic prag-
matism with safeguarding its strategic and
economic interests.

Trump Deserves Nobel Peace
Prize for Ending India-Pak
Conflict: White House

Zelensky Calls for Regime
Change in Russia to Ensure

TPN Correspondent | Washington

White House Press Secretary Kar-
oline Leavitt on Thursday asserted
that U.S. President Donald Trump
should be awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize, citing his role in brokering
multiple global ceasefires—in-
cluding the recent de-escalation
between India and Pakistan.

During a press briefing in Wash-
ington, Leavitt claimed that Pres-
ident Trump has successfully me-
diated peace in several conflict
zones during his six months in
office. “He has now ended conflicts
between Thailand and Cambodia,
Israel and Iran, Rwanda and the
DRC, India and Pakistan, Serbia
and Kosovo, and Egypt and Ethio-
pia,” she stated. “It’s well past time
President Trump was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize.”

Trump had earlier taken credit
for ending hostilities between In-
dia and Pakistan, saying a cease-
fire was achieved on May 10 after
a "long night" of U.S.-led talks. He
has since repeated that claim in
public statements, saying he lev-
eraged trade deals to push both
nations toward peace, adding that

the U.S. promised increased trade
if military action ceased.

However, Indian officials strong-
ly deny any external mediation.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
told Parliament that no foreign
leader, including Trump, influ-
enced India’s military decisions
during Operation Sindoor. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar reit-
erated that there was no third-par-
ty role and confirmed that there
were no phone calls between Modi
and Trump during the time Trump
claims he negotiated the ceasefire.

“India acted independently and
firmly in its national interest,”
Jaishankar told the Rajya Sabha,
directly contradicting Trump’s as-
sertions.

The White House push for Trump’s
Nobel recognition comes amid
broader diplomatic tensions, in-
cluding new U.S. tariffs on Indi-
an exports and growing criticism
of India’s ties with Russia. While
the Nobel Committee remains si-
lent, Trump’s self-promotion as
a peacemaker continues to draw
both support and skepticism at
home and abroad.

"India An Ally, But Can't
Align 100% Of Time": US
On Trump Tariffs

TPN Correspondent | Washington

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio acknowl-
edged India as a strategic ally but expressed
clear frustration over India’s continued pur-
chase of Russian oil, calling it "a point of irri-
tation” in bilateral relations. Rubio’s remarks
came a day after former US President Donald
Trump announced a 25 percent tariff on Indi-
an goods starting August 1, alongside unspec-
ified penalties targeting India’s procurement
of Russian military equipment and energy.

Speaking to Fox Radio, Rubio emphasized that
while India is a key partner, alignment on ev-
ery issue is unrealistic. “India has huge energy
needs,” he said, explaining that Russia’s sanc-
tioned and discounted oil is an economically at-
tractive option for India. However, Rubio warned
that these purchases indirectly sustain Russia’s
war efforts in Ukraine. Trump’s tariff announce-
ment criticized India for high tariffs and trade
barriers, alongside its close military and energy
ties with Russia and China. On his social media
platform Truth Social, Trump stated, “India will
therefore be paying a tariff of 25%, plus a penalty
for the above, starting on August first.”

India responded calmly, with the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry stating that it is re-
viewing the US announcement while remaining
committed to negotiating a fair and balanced
bilateral trade agreement. The government re-
affirmed its priority to protect farmers, entre-
preneurs, and MSMEs, promising to safeguard
national interests as done with other trade
deals, such as the Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement with the UK.

Long-Term Peace

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky has called on
Western nations to pursue
regime change in Russia,
warning that Moscow will
remain a threat even after
the current war ends unless
its leadership is replaced.

Speaking via video at an
international conference
marking the 50th anniver-
sary of the Helsinki Accords,
Zelensky stated, “I believe
Russia can be pushed to
stop this war... But if the
world doesn't aim to change
the regime in Russia, that
means even after the war
ends, Moscow will still try
to destabilize neighboring
countries.”

Zelensky also urged the
West to go beyond sanctions
by confiscating frozen Rus-
sian assets and using them
to support Ukraine’s defense.
“It’s time to confiscate Russian
assets, not just freeze them,” he
said, emphasizing that the funds
should be redirected toward
countering Russian aggression.

His comments come amid
heightened tensions between
Moscow and Western nations,
with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov accusing the West
of betraying the Helsinki Accords’
principles. In an article released
to mark the anniversary, Lavrov
claimed the European Union is
evolving into a “Fourth Reich,”
citing rising Russophobia and
militarization.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
also weighed in, accusing West-
ern governments of misleading

their citizens to justify soaring
military expenditures and mask-
ing internal economic problems.

Despite these sharp exchanges,
Moscow claims it remains open
to negotiations with Kyiv. RT
reported that several rounds of
talks have taken place in recent
months but that little progress
has been made, with Russia ac-
cusing Ukraine and its allies of
failing to address “territorial re-
alities.”

Russia has also questioned Zelen-
sky’s political legitimacy, argu-
ing that his term expired in May
2024 and that martial law does
not justify postponing elections
indefinitely. Russian officials
claim the Ukrainian parliament
now holds governing authority.
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Markets Extend Losses

Global Cues, Trump Tariffs Hit Sentiments

Indian stock markets
ended in losses for the
fifth consecutive week.
Sectoral indices including
the benchmarks suffered
a huge fall on Friday. Al-
though they appeared
to be stable at the begin-
ning, they were in a rout
when European markets
opened. The reasons for
this were Trump tariffs,
negative news, and neg-
ative signals from Asian
and international mar-
kets. Investors also cau-
tiously sold. The Nifty’s
approach to the key 100
moving averages indi-
cates weakness in the me-
dium term. Technically,
the indices are also bear-
ish. In total, the Nifty
lost 203 points and the
Sensex lost 585 points.

The BSE Sensex, which
closed at 81,185 in
the previous session,
opened at 81,074 on
Thursday. It touched an
intraday low of 80,495.
It reached an intraday high of 81,317.
It ended at 80,599, down 585 points.
The NSE Nifty, which opened at 24,734,
touched a low of 24,535 and a high of

i
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24,784, 1t closed down 203 points at
24,565. The Nifty Bank fell 344 points to
55,617.

In the Nifty50, 12 companies gained
and 38 lost. Trent, Asian Paints, Hindu-
stan Unilever, Nestle, Hero MotoCorp
were the top gainers. Sun Pharma, Dr.
Reddy’s Labs, Cipla, Adani Enterprises,
and Tata Steel were the biggest losers.
All sectoral indices, except FMCG, were
mixed today. Pharma, healthcare, tele-
com, defense, metal, IT, realty, man-

ufacturing, oil, commod-
ities, PSU bank and auto
indices fell heavily.

Market breadth in NSE
today is in favor of sell-
ers. Out of a total of 3040
stocks traded, 785 gained.
2173 lost. 56 shares touched
52-week highs and 47
touched 52-week lows. Up-
per circuit was reached at
80 and lower circuit at 57.

Tata Power Q1 net profit
increased by 6.2% from Rs.
1188 crore to Rs. 1263 crore.
Shares of textile compa-
nies including Gokaldas,
Pearl Global and KPR Mill
fell up to 6 percent in the
wake of Trump tariffs. The
rupee strengthened by 8
paise against the dollar and settled
at 87.52. On the third day in the after-
noon, the response to the IPO of Shree
Lotus Developers was 56.30 times. The
response to the IPO of M&B Engineer-
ing was 21.27 times. Hyundai Motors
India sold 60,073 units in July. Safari
Industries’ net profit rose by 15% to Rs.
51 crore from Rs. 44 crore. The response
to the NSDL IPO was 18.02 times on the
third day in the afternoon. Coal India’s
production in July fell by 16.6 percent
and sales by 11.3 percent.

Starlink Gets Satellite Internet
Permit In India

n a major development

for India’s digital infra-
structure, Elon Musk-led
Starlink has been granted
a Unified License to launch
satellite-based internet ser-
vices in the country, Union
Telecom Minister Jyotirad-
itya Scindia announced on
Thursday.

The announcement coincid-
ed with the 30th anniversa-
ry of India’s first cellular call
made in 1995, highlighting
the country’s rapid telecommunica-
tions evolution over the decades.

Scindia said a comprehensive frame-
work for spectrum allocation and gate-
way setup has already been prepared,
ensuring a smooth and speedy rollout
of satellite services. Alongside Starlink,
Bharti-backed Eutelsat OneWeb and Jio
SES are also awaiting spectrum allot-
ment to begin their own satcom oper-
ations.

“This is a big step forward in bridging
the digital divide. From remote villag-

. )

es to cities, satellite internet will help
bring affordable and reliable internet
access to everyone,” Scindia noted.

India’s digital progress under the Modi
government was also highlighted. The
country now has 1.2 billion telephone
connections, and internet subscrip-
tions have grown by 286%, reaching
970 million. Broadband usage surged
by over 1,450% since 2014, and mobile
data costs have dropped by 96.6%, now
averaging just 8.9 per GB—the lowest
globally.

The Minister also cited the revival
of BSNL, which reported consec-
utive annual net profits for the
first time in 18 years, supported
by over 83,000 4G sites built with
indigenous technology.

On 5G, India has covered 99.6%
of districts with over 4.74 lakh
5G towers and 300 million users,
making it the fastest 5G rollout
globally. The country also leads in
6G patent filings, placing it among
the top six nations worldwide.

Industry leaders hailed the decision.
COAI DG S.P. Kochhar called India the
world’s second-largest telecom mar-
ket, while HFCL MD Mahendra Nahata
and GX Group CEO Paritosh Prajapati
emphasized India’s growing techno-
logical self-reliance and the country’s
emerging leadership in global telecom
innovation.

With Starlink’s entry, India is poised to
take internet connectivity to even the
most underserved regions, reinforcing
its digital future.

Manuiacturmg SBGIIII' ﬁl‘ﬂWlll Hits 15 Mﬂlllll High in July

Indla S manufacturing
sector activity surged to a
16-month high in July, driv-
en by a sharp rise in new
orders and output, accord-
ing to the latest HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) re-
leased on Friday.

The seasonally adjusted
PMI stood at 59.1 in July, up
from 58.4 in June, marking
the strongest performance
since March 2024. A PMI
reading above 50 indicates
expansion, while below 50 signals con-
traction.

“India recorded a 59.1 manufactur-
ing PMI in July, up from 58.4 the prior
month. This marked a 16-month high...
supported by strong growth in new or-
ders and output,” said Pranjul Bhan-
dari, Chief India Economist at HSBC.

The survey, compiled by S&P Glob-
al, showed that overall sales rose at
the fastest pace in nearly five years,
propelling production growth to a
15-month high. However, despite the

N

strong activity levels, business con-
fidence dipped to its lowest point in
three years, with concerns over rising
competition and persistent inflation
clouding the outlook.

The report noted that while companies
continued to expand their workforce,
hiring slowed to an eight-month low.
93% of firms surveyed indicated that
current employment levels were ade-
quate for meeting existing demand. As
a result, outstanding business volumes
rose only marginally in July.

“Amid softening business
-~ confidence, Indian manu-
¢ facturers hired extra staff
| at the slowest rate since No-
=L | vember 2024,” Bhandari add-

ed.

Inflationary pressures re-
mained elevated, with firms
reporting higher prices for
" . aluminium, leather, rub-

~ ber, and steel. Input costs
rose at a faster pace than in
June, prompting companies
" to raise output prices amid
strong demand.

Despite current challenges, Indian
manufacturers maintained a positive
outlook for the next 12 months. The
government’s ongoing push to raise
the manufacturing sector’s share in
GDP to 23%, along with robust demand
in sunrise sectors, continues to provide
long-term optimism.

The HSBC India Manufacturing PMI is
based on responses from a panel of ap-
proximately 400 manufacturers across
India.

Commercial LPG
Cylinder Price Cut By
Rs 33.50

In a move that brings much-need-
ed relief to the hospitality and
commercial sectors, oil marketing
companies have announced a re-
duction in the price of 19 kg com-
mercial LPG cylinders by ¥33.50. The
new rates came into effect starting
Thursday, August 1.

As per the revised prices, the cost
of a 19 kg commercial LPG cylinder
in the national capital now stands
at 1,631.50, down from 31,665.
This price cut follows the standard
monthly revision that oil compa-
nies undertake at the beginning of
every month.

The reduction in commercial LPG
rates is expected to ease the cost
burden on hotels, restaurants, ca-
tering businesses, and small in-
dustries that rely heavily on com-
mercial LPG for daily operations.
However, prices of 14.2 kg domestic
LPG cylinders remain unchanged,
offering no direct relief to house-
hold consumers this month.

Key Rates (Post Revision):

Delhi: 31,631.50 (down %33.50)
Mumbai: 31,585.00 (approximate)
Chennai: 31,800.50 (approximate)
Kolkata: ¥1,743.00 (approximate)

(Prices may vary slightly depending
on local taxes.)

This is the fourth consecutive price
cut on commercial LPG cylinders
in the last five months, signaling a
relatively stable international mar-
ket for liquefied petroleum gas and
possibly reflecting softening crude
prices.

0il marketing companies such as
Indian 0Oil Corporation, Bharat Pe-
troleum, and Hindustan Petroleum
review LPG rates monthly based on
global benchmark prices and the
rupee-dollar exchange rate. While
commercial LPG rates are deregu-
lated and directly linked to interna-
tional prices, domestic LPG prices
are more tightly controlled by the
government and subject to periodic
subsidies or policy interventions.

Industry bodies have welcomed the
move, with some restaurant asso-
ciations saying it would provide
“short-term breathing room” as
input costs remain high across the
food and beverage sector.

No announcement has yet been
made regarding any revision in do-
mestic LPG subsidies or further re-
ductions.

July GST Collections
Rise by 7.5% to %1.96
Lakh Crore

he Centre on Thursday released

the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
collection data for July 2025, report-
ing a 7.5% year-on-year increase.
The total collection stood at 31.96
lakh crore, driven by higher income
from domestic transactions and
imports.
However, the growth was slight-
ly lower when compared to recent
months. In the first quarter of this
year, the average GST collection was
¥2.1 lakh crore—significantly high-
er than the July figure. April saw a
peak of ¥2.37 1akh crore, followed by
32.01 lakh crore in May.
The GST revenue for the April-July
period reached 8.18 lakh crore,
marking a 10.7% increase over the
¥7.39 lakh crore collected during
the same period last year.
In July, the total GST collection of
%1.96 lakh crore comprised 335,470
crore from Central GST, 44,059
crore from State GST, ¥1,03,536 crore
from Integrated GST, and 12,670
crore from cess.

After adjusting for refunds, the
net GST revenue for July stood at
%1,68,588 crore, a marginal 1.7% in-
crease over last year. The subdued
net growth is attributed to a rise
in refunds, which reached 327,147
crore.

Net GST revenue from April to July
recorded an 8.4% growth at 7.1
lakh crore. Among the states, Tri-
pura reported the highest growth
at 41%, followed by Meghalaya at
26%, Madhya Pradesh at 18%, Bihar
at 16%, and Andhra Pradesh at 14%.
Maharashtra’s GST revenue grew
by 6% to ¥30,590 crore.

Karnataka saw a 7% increase, Tam-
il Nadu 8%, and Gujarat a modest
3%. On the other hand, Manipur
and Mizoram recorded declines of
36% and 21% respectively.

Despite slower GST revenue growth
this month, the manufacturing
sector posted its strongest perfor-
mance in 16 months, indicating
continued economic momentum.
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Spanish Town Declares Dying
Due to Cemetery Crisis

Illegal

n the quaint Spanish town of

Lanjardén, dying is technical-
ly illegal — a peculiar law born
out of a serious space shortage
in the town’s only cemetery.
The bizarre edict was issued in
1999 by then-mayor Jose Rubio,
who, faced with no available
burial plots, jokingly banned
death until a new graveyard
could be found.

“It is hereby forbidden to die
in Lanjardn,” the decree hu-
morously stated. Mayor Rubio
clarified at the time, “I'm just
a mayor. Above me is God, who
ultimately runs things,” adding
that the law was taken in good L
humor by residents.

Now, 26 years later, the rule
still stands, and the cemetery
crisis remains unresolved,
with Lanjarén still operating
only one graveyard. Despite its macabre-sound-
ing legislation, Lanjardn is a peaceful town of
4,000 people, known for its natural beauty and
therapeutic mineral springs. Located in the Al-
pujarra region of Granada at the base of the Sier-
ra Nevada mountains, it attracts wellness seek-
ers and tourists alike.

The town’s 18th-century spa, or balneario, con-

ments through mineral-rich waters. Lanjardn is
also famous for its annual Fiesta del Agua y del
Jamoén — a summer celebration featuring town-
wide water fights and traditional foods.

Lanjarén’s quirky law has sparked renewed at-
tention, especially among Gen Z travelers on Tik-
Tok, searching for hidden gems beyond Spain’s
usual tourist hubs.

Interestingly, Lanjarén isn’t alone in its ban on
death. Longyearbyen, Norway, enacted a simi-
lar rule in 1950 when scientists found that bod-
ies didn’t decompose in the permafrost, raising
public health concerns.

While symbolic, these laws reflect deeper issues
— from climate impacts to infrastructure short-
falls — and continue to amuse and intrigue vis-

tinues to draw visitors looking for relief from ail-

itors from around the world.

Could Earth Be Ejected
From the Solar System?

recent study published in the journal
Icarus has raised intriguing and un-
settling questions about the long-term
stability of Earth’s orbit within the so-
lar system. Astronomers Nathan Kaib
and Sean Raymond used thousands
of computer simulations to exam-
ine how passing stars—known as
“field stars"—might disrupt our
planetary system over billions of
years.

The research reveals that the
solar system is less stable than
once thought. If a star with a
mass similar to the Sun pass-
es within about 10,000 astro-
nomical units (roughly 1.5
trillion kilometers), it could
disturb the Oort Cloud, a
distant shell of icy bod-
ies surrounding the solar
system. This disturbance
could trigger a cascade
of orbital instabilities

affecting the planets.
The study finds that

Mercury’s orbit could become unstable
with a 50-80% increased risk of chaotic
shifts. Such changes could lead to gravita-
tional chain reactions, potentially pushing
Venus or Mars into collision courses with
Earth. More alarmingly, Earth itself could
be thrown toward Jupiter, whose immense
gravity might then fling our planet out of
the solar system entirely.

While the probability of such an event oc-
curring in the next five billion years re-
mains low—around 0.2%—the findings
challenge the long-standing view that
planetary orbits are fixed and unchanging.
This research offers a sobering reminder
that Earth, despite its seeming security, ex-
ists within a dynamic and sometimes un-
predictable cosmic environment. The pos-
sibility that our planet could be displaced
or even ejected underscores the need for
continued study of celestial mechanics
and the influences of passing stars.
Ultimately, the study provides a humbling
perspective on humanity’s place in the
vast and ever-changing universe.

Swiggy Re-
Evaluates Rapido
Stake Amid Rising

ﬂﬂlllllellllon

wiggy has officially confirmed it is reas-

sessing its stake in bike taxi and logistics
startup Rapido, as competition in India’s
mobility and quick-commerce sectors heats
up. The move comes during a crucial period
for the food delivery giant, which is navigat-
ing rising marketing costs and a sharpened
focus on achieving profitability in its prima-
ry business verticals.

Swiggy, which holds a significant minori-
ty stake in Rapido, is reportedly evaluating
the strategic value of this investment as it
reallocates resources toward its core op-
erations—primarily food delivery and In-
stamart, its quick-commerce platform. Ac-
cording to insiders, the re-evaluation is part
of a larger strategic review that may involve
either increasing its involvement in Rapido
or partially divesting its stake, depending on
future market alignment.

The decision reflects broader market dy-
namics, with competition from rivals like
Zomato and Zepto prompting Swiggy to op-
timize its capital deployment. Swiggy has
been increasing marketing spend in high-
growth cities and investing in technology to
enhance customer experience, while main-
taining its push for profitability ahead of a
potential IPO.

Rapido, meanwhile, continues to expand its
bike taxi and logistics services across ma-
jor Indian cities. It remains a strong player
in last-mile connectivity, but its long-term
synergy with Swiggy’s food and grocery de-
livery ambitions is under review.

Swiggy’s spokesperson stated, “We period-
ically assess all our investments to ensure
they align with our long-term business ob-
jectives. Rapido has been a valued partner,
and any decisions will be taken with strate-
gic clarity and in mutual interest.”

Analysts see this re-evaluation as a prag-
matic step for Swiggy to sharpen its oper-
ational focus and maintain a competitive
edge in a rapidly evolving market. Further
announcements regarding the Rapido stake
are expected in the coming months.

World's Skinniest Gar Stuns
Internet With Tﬂﬂllllllﬂl(-l.ll(ﬂ Ilesmn

he internet is buzzing over a bizarre yet

fascinating invention that’s turning heads
across social media platforms — a shockingly
skinny car that looks more like a stretched-
out scooter than an actual vehicle. Dubbed
by amused users as “a moving toothpick,”
this ultra-thin ride is now going viral for its
quirky design and surprising functionality.

A video shared on Instagram showcases an
Italian inventor driving what appears to be
a heavily modified version of the classic Fiat
Panda. But this is no ordinary Panda. The car
has been transformed into a comically nar-
row, one-seater vehicle with all four wheels

retained — but spaced so tightly together that
the entire car body has been stripped down to its
slimmest possible form.

Despite its unconventional look, the car is fully
operational, and the video shows the inventor
confidently navigating it through regular roads,
drawing amazed looks from bystanders. View-
ers online were left both amused and confused,
with one user joking, “If you sneeze, you might
tip over!” while another added, “How is this even
road-legal?”

The quirky design might not be the most prac-
tical for daily commuting, but it has certainly
ignited curiosity and laughter across the globe.
Many praised the creativity and engineering
skills behind the design, even if the car itself
might not make it into mainstream production
anytime soon.

Whether it’s a stunt, an art piece, or just an ex-
pression of eccentric automotive passion, the
world’s skinniest car proves that there’s no limit
to innovation — or imagination — when it comes
to going viral.

Meta Smartwatch With Camera
Likely to Launch in September

eta Platforms is reportedly gearing up to

launch a new smartwatch with built-in
cameras as early as September 2025, accord-
ing to sources familiar with the development.
The long-rumored wearable is said to include
two integrated cameras, making it one of the
first smartwatches to feature such a design.
Development on the Meta smartwatch report-
edly began in 2021, as part of the company’s
broader ambition to expand its hardware eco-
system and deepen its footprint in the wear-
able tech space. Meta, the parent company of
Facebook and Instagram, has been gradually
pushing into augmented reality (AR), virtual
reality (VR), and now possibly wearable com-
puting, with this smartwatch being seen as
a stepping stone to more advanced wearable
platforms.
Leaked renders and prototypes suggest that
the watch may come with a detachable face
and dual-camera system—one front-facing
and another on the side—intended to enable
photo and video capture from the wrist. These
features could also serve Meta’s plans for fu-
ture integration with its metaverse and AR/VR
platforms.
While Meta has not officially confirmed the
launch or specifications, reports indicate the
watch may include health tracking features

such as heart rate monitoring, activity track-
ing, and potentially even EMG (electromyog-
raphy) sensors, which can detect motor nerve
signals.

If launched, this smartwatch would put Meta
in direct competition with market leaders like
Apple and Samsung. However, the inclusion
of cameras may raise privacy concerns, es-
pecially in public spaces—an issue that previ-
ously hampered the adoption of Google Glass.
As the wearable tech market continues to
grow, Meta’s rumored September unveiling
could be a pivotal moment for the company’s
hardware ambitions. More details are expect-
ed to surface in the coming weeks as Meta
prepares for a potential launch event.
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India Bowled 0ut for 224 in 5th Test Day 2

ndia was bowled out for 224 in

their first innings on day two of
the fifth and final Test against En-
gland at The Oval, succumbing to
a brilliant bowling performance
led by England pacer Gus Atkin-
son.
The Indian innings, which re-
sumed at 204 for six after rain de-
layed day one, suffered an early
blow as overnight batters Karun
Nair (57) and Washington Sun-
dar (26) were dismissed within
the first 20 minutes of play. Their
quick wickets exposed a fragile In-
dian tail, which collapsed without
much resistance, adding just 20
more runs.
Atkinson was the standout bowler
for England, claiming five wickets
for 33 runs in 21.4 overs, including
key breakthroughs that brought
the Indian innings to an end. His

partner Josh Tongue also impressed with The dismissal of Nair and Sundar marked
figures of 3 for 57, the duo sharing the bulk a crucial turning point, as the lower order
of the bowling workload on a pitch that of- failed to build any substantial partnerships.

fered movement and bounce.

of the batting lineup struggled to withstand mainder of the Test due to a shoulder injury. Tongue 3/57) vs England.
the pressure from England’s pace attack. With India’s first innings now complete,

England will look to capitalize on this ad-
vantage as the match progresses. The game
remains finely poised with several sessions
England’s bowling attack was further boost- left to play.
Earlier in the innings, Sai Sudharsan top- ed by the injury setback to Indian pacer
scored for India with 38 runs, but the rest Chris Woakes, who was ruled out of the re-

Brief Scores: India 224 all out (Karun Nair 57,
Sai Sudharsan 38; Gus Atkinson 5/33, Josh

Tharun Mannepalli Upsets

Top Seed at Macau Open

t the Macau Open Super 300 bad-

minton tournament, Indian shut-
tler Tharun Mannepalli stunned the
top seed Lee Cheuk Yiu in a thrilling
one-hour match on Thursday. The
23-year-old, known for his powerful
game and newly improved agility,
came from behind to win 19-21, 21-14,
22-20, marking the biggest victory of
his career so far.

Tharun’s journey has been marked
by perseverance and steady improve-
ment. Starting badminton at age eight
in Khammam, he later moved to Hy-
derabad to train and study, eventu-
ally joining the prestigious Pullela
Gopichand Academy four years ago.
Tharun credits his recent break-
through to better coaching, sponsor-
ship from 0GQ, and focused training
on becoming leaner and faster.

“This is my biggest win,” said Tharun.

“At 23, it’s not too late. I didn’t always have chances to compete and improve.”

sponsors to play internationally, but now

things have changed, and I am getting more His coach Guru Sai Dutt highlighted the

hard work behind this success. “Tha-
run had to change his body type and
improve his agility, which took con-
sistent effort over the last two years.
He has also enhanced his shot-mak-
ing, moving from a power-dependent
style to a more tactical game,” Guru
said.

Against Lee, a top-15 player, Tharun
started strong with a 7-1 lead in the
first game, showcasing his powerful
smashes and solid defense. Although
Lee recovered to take the first set,
Tharun found his rhythm and adapt-
ed his game to win the next two sets.
His physical strength combined with
improved court coverage proved deci-
sive in the tight final set.

. Tharun’s win not only secures his
place in the Macau Open semifinals
but also signals his rising presence on
the international badminton circuit.

Zverev Marks 500th
ATP Win with
Comeback in Toronto

op-seeded Alexander Zverev reached a significant

milestone on Thursday, clinching his 500th ATP match
win at the Toronto Masters. The German star battled back
from a first-set loss to defeat Matteo Arnaldi 6-7 (5/7), 6-3,
6-2 and secure a spot in the fourth round of the US Open
warm-up tournament.

Zverev, who has won 24 ATP titles so far, broke Arnaldi
twice in the deciding set to close out the match in just
over two hours. Reflecting on the achievement, Zverev
said, “It’s a great achievement. Not a lot of players reach
this milestone. But I still want 500 more — maybe even
more.”

The 27-year-old admitted that his game improved as the
match progressed. “I started playing better from the base-
line and found my rhythm a bit. My backhand felt off but
I was comfortable and happy with my level,” he added.
zZverev will next face Francisco Cerundolo, who defeated
Tomas Echeverry 6-3, 6-4.

In other action, American Alex Michelsen upset third seed
Lorenzo Musetti 3-6, 7-6 (7/4), 6-4 to reach the Masters 1000
fourth round for the first time. Despite nearly 50 unforced
errors and limited break conversions, Michelsen said, “I
returned really well today. I played offensive tennis and
executed really well.” Michelsen will face fellow Ameri-
can Learner Tien, who beat Reilly Opelka 7-6 (7/3), 6-3

Fifth seed Holger Rune advanced with a 6-2, 6-4 win over
Alexandre Muller. Meanwhile, eighth seed Casper Ruud
overcame a slow start to beat Nuno Borges 7-5, 6-4, earn-
ing his 20th win of the season. Ruud will next meet 11th
seed Karen Khachanov, who edged past Emilio Nava 6-7
(6/8), 6-4, 6-1.

Ruud and Khachanov last met during the 2022 US Open
semifinals, won by Ruud.

Next, he faces reigning junior World Cham-
pion Hu Zhe An from China in a match that
promises another exciting challenge.

The tournament continues to showcase fierce competi-
tion as players gear up for the US Open.

he All India Football Fed-

eration (AIFF) has ap-
pointed Khalid Jamil as the
head coach of India’s Senior
Men’s Football Team, follow-
ing a thorough evaluation of
shortlisted candidates. The
decision was made during the
AIFF Executive Committee’s ||
virtual meeting on Friday, '
with a strong recommenda-
tion from the Technical Com-
mittee.

The meeting was attend-
ed by AIFF President Kalyan
Chaubey, Vice President NA
Haris, Treasurer Kipa Ajay,
along with esteemed former
coaches Bimal Ghosh and
Armando Colaco, and foot-
ball veteran Shabbir Ali. AIFF
Technical Director Syed Sabir
Pasha and National Teams Di-
rector Subrata Paul presented
a SWOT analysis of the three
shortlisted coaches: Khalid
Jamil, Stephen Constantine,
and Stefan Tarkovic.

Veteran coaches Colaco and Ali emphasized the importance
of giving Indian coaches a fair chance to lead the national
team, recalling their own early coaching careers without
national experience. This sentiment was echoed by Tech-
nical Committee Chairperson IM Vijayan, who highlighted
India’s improved FIFA rankings under Indian coaches like
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AIFF Men’s Coach of the Year
K H A l I n A M I awards in 2023-24 and 2024-25.
g i . L The Executive Committee
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Sukhwinder Singh and Syed
Nayeemuddin. Vijayan strong-
ly endorsed Khalid Jamil, not-
ing Jamil’s recent back-to-back

largely supported the Technical
Committee’s recommendation.
Vice President Haris, along
with members Pinky Bompal
Magar, Thongam Tababi Devi,
Climax Lawrence, and others,
agreed that promoting an Indi-
an coach would benefit Indian
football. While some members
supported former coach Ste-
phen Constantine, the majority
favored Jamil, especially given
India’s upcoming fixtures.

The AIFF highlighted that In-
dia’s participation in the CAFA
Nations Cup 2025 later this
month, followed by crucial AFC
Asian Cup Qualifiers against
Singapore in October, requires
steady leadership. Jamil’s fa-
miliarity with the team and proven coaching record made
him the preferred choice for these important challenges.

Khalid Jamil’s appointment marks a significant step to-
wards empowering Indian coaches at the highest level of
the national game.

Messi To Play
Cricket in India

rgentine

football
legend Lio-
nel Messi is
all set to vis-
it India for a
promotional
tour from De-
cember 13 to 15.
This marks his
second  visit
to the country
after his 2011
appearance.
During the
three-day trip,
Messi will en-
gage with fans
in  Mumbai,
Delhi, and Kol-
kata.
A major high-
light of the vis-
it is a proposed
cricket match
at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium on
December 14, where Messi is expect-
ed to play alongside Indian crick-
et legends like Sachin Tendulkar,
MS Dhoni, Rohit Sharma, and Virat
Kohli. Sources from the Mumbai
Cricket Association confirmed that
an agency has approached them
to book the venue. An official an-
nouncement is expected once the fi-
nal schedule is confirmed.

In Kolkata, Messi will conduct a spe-
cial football workshop for children.
Additionally, reports suggest that a
‘GOAT Cup’ match is being planned
in his honour at Eden Gardens.
However, the excitement around his
December tour has raised doubts
about an earlier announced friendly
match featuring the Argentina team
in Kerala, originally scheduled for
October or November.
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‘Bhagavant Kesari’ wins

Best Telugu Film

71st National Film Awards Announced

he central government has officially an-

nounced the winners of the 7ist National
Film Awards, celebrating excellence in Indian
cinema. The Hindi film ‘12th Fail’ has bagged the
prestigious award for Best National Film, while
the Best Actor award has been shared by Shah
Rukh Khan for ‘Jawan’ and Vikrant Massey for
‘12th Fail'. Rani Mukerji has been honored as
Best Actress for her powerful performance in
‘Mrs. Chatterjee vs. Norway'.
In the Telugu category, ‘Bhagavant Kesari’, di-
rected by Anil Ravipudi and starring Nandamuri
Balakrishna, has been chosen as the Best Telu-
gu Film. The recognition highlights the film’s
strong narrative and impactful performances.
In other language categories, ‘Kandilu’ has
won the Best Kannada Film, ‘Parking’ has been
awarded Best Tamil Film, and ‘Kathal received
the honor of Best Hindi Film. The high-octane

Telugu superhero film ‘Hanuman’ secured the
award for Best Action Direction and Visual Ef-
fects, showcasing technical excellence.

A Telugu song also made a mark at the national
level. The emotionally resonant folk track ‘Uru
Palleturu’ from the movie ‘Balagam’ was select-
ed as the Best Film Song, with Kasarla Shyam re-
ceiving recognition for his heartfelt lyrics. Music
director GV Prakash Kumar won the Best Music
Direction award for his work in ‘Vaathi’ (Tamil),
while Harshavardhan Rameshwar bagged the
Best Background Score for ‘Animal’ (Hindji).
Telugu film ‘Baby’ received two major accolades.
Sai Rajesh was awarded Best Screenplay Writer,
and PVNS Rohit received the Best Male Playback
Singer award for his soulful rendering in the
film.

The awards were announced in both feature and

non-feature categories, with films across Hindji,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Gujarati,
Marathi, Assamese, Odia, and English receiving
honors. The jury recognized newcomers, child
artists, and experimental films along with com-

mercial hits, showcasing the diversity and cre-
ative richness of Indian cinema.

These honors not only acknowledge individual
brilliance but also underline regional cinema’s
growing influence on the national stage.

List of National Awards

Feature Film Category

Best National Film: 12th Fail (Hindi)

Best Actor: Shah Rukh Khan (Jawan, Hindi),
Vikrant Massey (12th Fail, Hindi)

Best Actress: Rani Mukherjee (Mrs Chatterjee
vs Norway, Hindi)

Best Supporting Actor: Vijay Raghavan (Pook-
kalam, Malayalam), Muthupettai Somu Bhas-
kar (Parking, Tamil)

Best Supporting Actress: Urvashi (Ulluku, Ma-
layalam), Janaki Bodiwala (Vash, Gujarati)
Best Director: Sudeepto Sen (The Kerala Story,
Hindji)

Best Telugu Film: Bhagavanth Kesari

Best Tamil Film: Parking

Best Film Critics Award: Utpal Dutta (Assamese)

Best Music Direction: G.V. Prakash Kumar
(Vaathi, Tamil)

Best Background Music: Harshavardhan Ra-
meshwar (Animal, Hindi)

Best Makeup: Srikanth Desai (Sam Bahadur,
Hindi)

Best Costume Design: Sam Bahadur (Hindi)
Best Production Design: Mohandas (2018 - Ev-
eryone Is a Hero, Malayalam)

Best Editing: Midhun Murali (Pookkalam, Ma-
layalam)

Best Sound Design: Sachin Sudhakaran, Hari
Haran Murali Dharan (Animal, Hindi)

Best Screenplay (Original): Sai Rajesh Neelam
(Baby, Telugu), Ramkumar Balakrishnan
(Parking, Tamil)

Best Dialogues: Deepak Kingrani (Sirf Ek Banda
Kafi Hai, Hindi)

Best Cinematography: Pasantanu Mohapatro
(The Kerala Story, Hindi)

Best Playback Singer (Female): Shilpa Rao
(Jawan - Cheliya, Hindji)

Best Playback Singer (Male): P.V. Rohit (Baby,
Telugu)

Best Child Artist: Sukritiveni (Gandhitata Chet-
tu), Kabir Khandari, Trisha Thosar, Srinivas Po-
kale, Bhargav Jagdeep (Gypsy, Naal 2, Marathi)
Best Animation/Visual Effects Film: Hanu-
man (Telugu)

Best Children’s Film: Naal (Marathi)

Best National Integration / Social Values
Film: Sam Bahadur (Hindi)

Best Popular Film: Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Ka-
hani (Hindi)

Best Debut Director: Ashish Bende (Atmapam-
plet, Marathi)

Non-Feature Film Category

Best Non-Feature Film: Flowering Man (Hindi)

Best Script: Sunflowers Were the First Ones to Know (Kan-
nada)

Best Voice Over: The Sacred Jack - Exploring the Trees of
Wishes (English)

Best Music Direction: The First Film (Hindi)

Best Editing: Moving Focus (English)

Best Sound Design: Dundagiri Ke Phool (Hindi)

Best Cinematography: Little Wings (Tamil)

Best Direction: The First Film (Hindji)

Best Arts/Culture Film: Timeless Tamil Nadu (English)

Best Biographical Film: Maa Bau, Maa Gaon (0Odia), Lentino
Ovo: A Light on the Eastern Horizon (English)

Best Debut Director: Maw: The Spirit Dreams of Chera (Mizo)
Special Mention Films: Nakal: Chronicle of Paddy Man (Ma-
layalam), The Sea and Seven Villages (Odia)

Mahavatar
Narasimha A
True Blockbuster

he devo-

tional an-
imation film
Mahavatar
Narasimha
is  rewriting
box office
history as it
emerges  as
a true block-
buster. Joint-
ly produced
by Kleem
Productions,
Hombale
Films, and
Geetha Films,
the film has
struck a deep
chord  with
audiences
across In-
dia, grossing
an  impres-
sive %53 crore
within a short
span of its re-
lease.

The film’s strong performance
is further underscored by the
massive audience turnout,
with over 1.5 million tickets
sold via BookMyShow alone.
This level of engagement high-
lights the unprecedented pop-
ularity of an Indian animated
feature and reaffirms the ris-
ing potential of animated cin-
ema in the country.

Directed by Ashwin Kumar and
produced by Shilpaa Dhawan,
Kushal Desai, and Chaitanya
Desai, Mahavatar Narasimha
is the first installment in the
ambitious Mahavatar Cine-
matic Universe (MCU), which
draws inspiration from the
Dashavatara—ten divine in-
carnations of Lord Vishnu. The
film brings to life the powerful
story of Lord Narasimha in a
visually captivating manner,
blending mythological story-
telling with high-quality ani-
mation.

ROARING BLOCKBUSTER
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IN CIHEMAS NOW

What makes the success of
Mahavatar Narasimha even
more remarkable is that it
comes at a time when animat-
ed films in India have histori-
cally struggled to make a sig-
nificant mark at the box office.
By surpassing expectations
and setting new benchmarks
for animated devotional cine-
ma, the film paves the way for
future projects under the MCU
banner.

The film’s combination of spir-
itual themes, striking visuals,
and high production value has
created a unique cinematic ex-
perience, resonating with both
young viewers and family au-
diences.

Wwith glowing word-of-mouth
and sustained momentum
at the box office, Mahavatar
Narasimha continues to domi-
nate screens and has solidified
its place as one of India’s most
successful animated ventures
to date.

ctress Raashi Khanna is setting the in-

ternet ablaze with her glamorous be-
hind-the-scenes look from her upcoming
romantic drama Telusu Kada, co-starring
Siddu Jonnalagadda. With the release of the
first single, “Mallika Gandha,” fans have
been treated to a sneak peek of the film’s
vibrant aesthetics and Raashi’s stunning
transformation.

In the BTS photos shared on social me-
dia, Raashi stuns in a shimmering golden
off-shoulder gown featuring a daring thigh-
high slit. Her effortlessly styled loose curls,
radiant makeup, and bold red lipstick per-
fectly complement the dress, creating a vi-
sually captivating moment. The visuals are
already making waves among fans, building

 excitement for the film’s theatrical release.

One particular image, showing Raashi pos-
ing amidst chandeliers and on-set com-
motion, came with a poetic caption: “In
between chandeliers and chaos, we found
the rhythm.” The caption, paired with her
striking look, has fueled fan speculation
about the film’s tone—expected to be a mix
of glamour, emotion, and melody.

Telusu Kada, directed by Neeraja Kona, is
scheduled to hit theatres on October 17, 2025,
and is already one of the most talked-about
upcoming Telugu releases. The music, visu-
als, and Raashi’s new avatar have generated
significant pre-release buzz.

Adding to the anticipation, Raashi Khan-
na is also starring in Ustaad Bhagat Singh
alongside Powerstar Pawan Kalyan. With
both films lined up, the actress is clearly on
a roll, and fans are eager to witness her di-
verse performances.

From graceful elegance to powerful screen
presence, Raashi Khanna continues to prove
her star power. With “Mallika Gandha”
making a stylish entry, Telusu Kada looks
set to charm audiences this festive season.




