www.truepointnews.com

ESTD 2024

P

Published from : Vijayawada - Hyderabad - Delhi - Bengaluru

- Follow us :

J B0 XH

myY v
\

k)

s

ARN No: T/TG/2024/1040
Vol.I ISSUE 190
*Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable

I

Tuesday, 25" February, 2025 | 12 Pages

Weather

Forecast

TIRUPATHI

VERY TOUGH FIGHT IN MLGC ELECTIONS

SURPRISINGLY, PDF RHEAD

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

Andhra Pradesh is witnessing MLC
elections at three places. The polling
is scheduled on 27th February 2025.
Generally, everybody expected that
as Alliance Government is there and
their candidates will get win in an
easy manner. But the ground reality
is different. Pooling up all the power
also, the TDP supported candidates
are not in sure of getting the win in
these elections. Many reasons are
influencing their chances. There is
a situation, where nobody can judge
whom will win these elections. That
much fight is going on in the ground
level.

In Krishna, Guntur Graduates MLC
election sitting MLC, PDF candidate
Mr. Lakshmana Rao has campaigned
in a vigorous manner. Mr. Alapati
Rajendra Prasad is contesting against
him. He had a support of Alliance
parties. In Godavari districts, Alliance
supported candidate Perabathula Ra-
jasekhar is getting tough competition
from PDF candidate Veera Raghavu-
lu. And in Uttarandhra Teachers MLC
elections, there is a triangle war
between PDF, PRTU and APTF candi-
dates. Here alliance parties support-
ing APTF candidate Raghu Varma. As
per the ground reports, there is neck
to neck fight between Mr. Lakshma-
na Rao and Alapati Rajendra Prasad,
Perabathula Rajasekhar and Veera
Raghavulu. Though triangle fight,
there is tough fight between Raghu
Varma and PDF candidate Vijaya
Gowri.

There are four reasons for the
tough situation facing by the
candidates supported by TDP.

1.PDF Strength: The first reason is
all the graduate voters are not nega-
tive at PDF candidates, as they work
for people only and allegations are
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KS Lakshmana Rao

nil against them. When compare to
others supported by other parties,
PDF candidates supported by Left Par-
ties are having good record among
the people. As all the voters are ed-
ucated, they will look for candidates
having clean image. They will not be
influenced with money and muscle
powers. If we witness the campaign
of the candidates supported by TDP,
rowdy sheeters, corrupted leaders
and rich persons, with whom natu-
rally the graduate voters will not be
influenced.

2.Negative on Alliance MLAs: With-
in short period, majority of the MLAs
of ruling parties are getting nega-
tive heat among the public. Because
of their illegal business based on
sand, soil and liquor, the corruption
of MLAs exposed heavily. The failure
of law & order and the money-based
lobbying in and around Government
is also making very bad impact on
the ruling alliance.

3.Gap between Janasena and TDP:
The third and major reason is very
typical. In three places, the cadre
and Janasena are not willing to work

Alapati Rajendra
Prasad

for TDP candidates. Before assembly
elections, we have witnessed cor-
dial relations between them. But,
after the elections Janasena cadre
are feeling very serious concern that
they have been discriminated by the
TDP MLAs and Leaders in the ruling
period. They felt that they have been
cheated by those ruling party leaders,
just to get win that time. That is why
they are reluctant to vote in favour
of TDP supported candidates and are
willing to vote for PDF candidates.
4.YSRC support to PDF: The last rea-
son is YSRC voting. Though the par-
ty is weak now, their voting is there
still. without fielding the candidates,
YSRC is giving support to PDF candi-
dates in an indirect manner. In the
ground level, they working for PDF
directly.

Because of all these reasons, the can-
didates supported by Ruling Alliance
are getting tough fight from PDF can-
didates. Their only advantage is pow-
er and money. If these two factors
influence more, then they can get a
chance, if not influenced, definitely
they will lose.

Jagan decides to boycott
assembly, holds key
meeting with YCP leaders

e Govt has no
plans to grant
opposition
status to YCP,
says Jagan

« Will be in active
politics for
another 30 years

« Reveals that
Jamili elections
will be held in
February 2028

letter to
Naidu

GV Reddy resigns as AP
Fibernet Corporation
Chairman and to TDP

e GV Reddy
submits
resignation

CM
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You will not get
opposition status in
these 5 years: Dy CM

» YCP should go to Germany if it wants opposition status

» People decide opposition status, not the Speaker or CM

« Disrupting the House reflects YCP’s degradation, says Deputy CM
+ YCP wasting assembly time and public money

TPN Correspondent | Andhra Pradesh

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan
firmly dismissed YSRCP’s demand for
opposition status, stating that the deci-
sion lies with the people, not the Chief
Minister or the Speaker. Responding to
the YCP’s protest during the Governor’s
speech in the AP budget session, he as-
serted that the party has no claim to
the status after securing only 11 seats.
Pawan Kalyan pointed out that Jana
Sena is the second-largest party in the
state, having won more seats than YCP.
He remarked that if YCP had won even
one seat more than Jana Sena, they
would have been granted opposition
status. "Opposition status is not some-
thing to be handed over by the govern-
ment—it is decided by the people,” he
said. Taking a dig at YCP leaders, he
remarked that if they want opposition
status based on vote percentage, they
should go to Germany, where elections
operate on a different system.
Criticizing YCP’s conduct in the As-
sembly, Pawan stated that disrupting
proceedings immediately after enter-
ing the House reflects the party’s deg-
radation. "You will not get opposition

status in these five years... it is fixed,"
he declared. He added that special sta-
tus and opposition recognition follow
established rules, which YCP does not
meet.

Pawan also condemned YCP’s attempt
to block the Governor’s speech for
nearly 11 minutes, calling it an act of
disrespect, especially since the Gover-
nor addressed the Assembly despite
being unwell. "Respect the 11 seats
given by the people and come to the
House. The Speaker will allocate time
to speak based on the seats you have,”
he asserted, urging YCP leaders to con-
duct themselves with dignity.
Regarding the Sanatana Dharma
Parirakshan Board, Pawan Kalyan
stated that he would discuss it in de-
tail at the "Aavirbhav Sabha" on March
14. Responding to a query from nation-
al media representatives, he said the
board is necessary, just as the Wagqf
Board exists for the protection of Mus-
lim interests.

He also assured that the government is
working on measures to support chilli
farmers and that discussions with the
Chief Minister and cabinet will be held
soon to address their concerns.

We Must be given
Opposition Status: Botsa

TPN Correspondent, Andhra Pradesh

The YSRCP staged a walkout from the AP budget ses-
sion, with party chief Jagan Mohan Reddy and all *
MLAs boycotting the Governor’s speech before exit-
ing the Assembly. Speaking to the media outside, YCP
MLC Botsa Satyanarayana reiterated the party’s de-

mand for opposition status, arguing that in a democ-

racy, the opposition plays a crucial

SIT formed to probe allegations against Vallabhaneni Vamsi

TPN Correspondent |
Andhra Pradesh

The CID has filed a PT warrant against
YSRCP leader Vallabhaneni Vamsi in
the Gannavaram TDP office attack
case. The Third ACM Court has direct-
ed that Vvamsi be produced in court to-
morrow. This comes after the AP High
Court dismissed his anticipatory bail
petition in the same case, prompting
CID officials to intensify their actions.

Vamsi is currently in remand at Vi-
jayawada jail in connection with the
kidnapping of Satyavardhan, a com-
puter operator at the Gannavaram
TDP office. His remand period ends to-
morrow. Meanwhile, the police have
already petitioned the Vijayawada
SC and ST Court, seeking ten days of
custody for further questioning. The
hearing on the petition has conclud-
ed, and the court granted three days
of police custody for further investiga-

Govt alleges Vamsi caused 195 crore loss through irregularities
HC has already denied bail to Vamsi in the TDP office attack case
Four-member SIT led by GVG Ashok Kumar to investigate the case
Vamsi's remand ends today in the kidnapping case

tion into the kidnapping case.

Former Gannavaram MLA Vallabhane-
ni Vamsi is facing further trouble as
the coalition government has set up
a Special Investigation Team (SIT)
to probe allegations of irregularities
against him. The four-member SIT,
headed by GVG Ashok Kumar, was for-
mally constituted today through gov-
ernment orders.

The government has alleged that
Vamsi caused a loss of 195 crore due

to illegal mining and land grabbing.

ping of Satyavardhan, the computer
The SIT will examine these claims in operator at the Gannavaram TDP of-

detail. It is known that Vamsi was ar-
rested in connection with the kidnap-

fice. He is currently in remand at Vi-
jayawada jail.
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« Polavaram to be completed by 2027
« Metro expansion planned for Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada.
 Super Six schemes driving economic growth and social welfare.

TPN Correspondent | Andhra Pradesh

The Andhra Pradesh Budget Sessions commenced
this morning, with Governor Abdul Nazeer ad-
dressing both Houses. In his speech, he asserted
that the people had given the coalition govern-
ment an unassailable majority in the elections,
reflecting their discontent with the previous ad-
ministration. He emphasized that the current
government is focused on steering the state to-
wards progress through various welfare and de-
velopment initiatives.

The Governor highlighted the significance of the
'Super Six' schemes, stating that they are trans-
forming the lives of the people. He claimed that
since the coalition took charge, the state's per cap-
ita income has risen, and essential services are
being effectively delivered. He pointed out that
pensions have been increased to 4,000 and are
now being distributed directly at people's door-
steps on the first of every month.

Addressing key areas like education, healthcare,
and infrastructure, the Governor reaffirmed the
government's commitment to improving public
services. He stated that Anna canteens have been
revived to provide affordable meals to the under-
privileged. On the economic front, he revealed
that investments worth 6.5 lakh crore have been
secured, contributing to the state's economic
growth, which has now reached 16 lakh crore. He

also emphasized the government's use of artificial
intelligence in industries, administration, and
economic planning.

Governor Nazeer laid out the government's vision
for a prosperous Andhra Pradesh, stating that a
comprehensive roadmap has been prepared under
the 'People First' policy to achieve Swarnandhra
by 2047. He assured that projects like Polavaram
and Amaravati have been mapped, with a firm
commitment to completing Polavaram by 2027.
He further added that the completion of the Po-
lavaram-Banakacharla project would ensure that
Rayalaseema never faces a drought again.
Regarding social welfare, he announced that the
government has taken several measures to uplift
the BC communities, including 34% reservation in
nominated posts and local bodies. The state has
also taken a strong stance against privatization,
successfully halting the privatization of Vizag
Steel. In the education sector, the government has
appointed Vice-Chancellors to nine universities
purely based on merit.

The Governor also underscored the government’s
focus on industrial growth and employment,
mentioning the introduction of a new IT policy to
position Andhra Pradesh as a leader in the sector.
He noted that out of the 93 central schemes that
were discontinued under the previous govern-
ment, 74 have now been revived. Additionally, free
electricity up to 200 units is now being provided to

SC and ST families, and rooftop solar panels have
been installed for 20 lakh SC and ST households.
Infrastructure development remains a key prior-
ity, with the government planning to develop ten
ports as international ports. The metro rail project
is set to advance, with 46 kilometers of metro con-
struction planned for Visakhapatnam and 38.40
kilometers for Vijayawada by 2029. The govern-
ment is also committed to expediting the comple-
tion of the Veligonda project.

With these initiatives, the Governor expressed
confidence that Andhra Pradesh is on the right
track under the coalition government. He reiterat-
ed that the administration is dedicated to ensur-
ing economic growth, social welfare, and infra-
structural development, with the ultimate goal of
making every household financially self-reliant.

Tribal villagers get road access,
ambulance reaches Peddaguda
for the first time

TPN Correspondent | Srikakulam

The long-standing struggle of tribal villagers in Peddaguda Panchayat un-
der Hira Mandal has finally ended, as a newly constructed road has pro-
vided them much-needed connectivity. For years, the nine tribal villages
in the panchayat, located in hilly terrain, lacked proper road access, forc-
ing residents to carry sick and pregnant women on makeshift dollies to

reach medical facilities.

To address this critical issue, the coalition government sanctioned 1.5
crore for a CC and asphalt road leading to the Peddaguda Panchayat cen-
ter. With the completion of the road by ITDA engineers, emergency services

have now become accessible.

On Sunday, a 108 ambulance reached the village for the first time after
locals reported a pregnant woman, Savara Sakhiyaka, experiencing health
complications. The ambulance transported her to Kothur Hospital, 20 kilo-

meters away, within minutes.

The villagers, relieved and elated, expressed their gratitude, stating that
they no longer have to endure the ordeal of carrying patients on foot to

seek medical help.

Farmers should cultivate Rice Variants based
on consumer demand: Minister Atchannaidu

- Minister urges selection
of rice varieties based on
market demand

e Orders irrigation officials
to release water in the
first week of June

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

Agriculture Minister Sri Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu emphasized the need for
farmers to cultivate rice varieties pre-
ferred by consumers to ensure better
market prices. He urged officials to
guide farmers in selecting high-de-
mand rice varieties before the upcom-
ing Kharif season.

In a review meeting held on Monday
in his chamber, Minister Atchannaidu
discussed key agricultural strategies
with Director of Agriculture Sri Dilli
Rao IAS, Civil Supplies Department MD
Sri Manjin IAS, Civil Supplies Commis-
sioner Sri Saurav Gaur IAS, and Acha-
rya N.G. Ranga Agricultural University
Research Director Dr. Satyanarayana,

along with other senior officials. High-
lighting Chief Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s vision of cultivating three
crops annually to strengthen farmers'
economic conditions, the minister
stressed the importance of timely wa-
ter release. He informed that he had
written to Irrigation Minister Sri Nim-
mala Kishtappa, requesting the re-
lease of water in the first week of June
to support the Kharif season.

The minister also directed the Director
of Research, Dr. P. Satyanarayana, to
inform farmers about the rice variet-
ies that are in high demand among
consumers and fetch better prices in
the market. Similarly, he asked Ag-
riculture Director Sri Dilli Rao to pro-
mote the benefits of cultivating such
varieties, ensuring that farmers make
informed choices. Additionally, Minis-
ter Atchannaidu urged millers and rice
exporters to stay in close coordination
with the Agriculture Department to
understand consumer preferences
and market demand for different rice
varieties.

We Must be given Opposition Status: Botsa

Continued from page 1

role in voicing public concerns. Bot-
sa asserted that there are only two
groups in the Assembly—the ruling
coalition and the opposition—and
insisted that YCP must be official-
ly recognized as the opposition. He

justified their protest inside the
House, stating that their slogans
were aimed at securing their rightful
status. Criticizing the government’s
approach, Botsa accused it of failing
to address farmers’ issues, claiming
that instead of taking concrete ac-
tion, the ruling alliance was mere-

ly stating that talks were ongoing
with the Center. He said YCP needs
opposition status to highlight the
suffering of the people, particularly
farmers. Expressing anger over cas-
es being filed against YSRCP leaders,
Botsa slammed the government for
inaction on its “Super Six” promises

even after nine months in power.
He warned that their next course of
action would depend on the govern-
ment’s response to their demand for
opposition status. If necessary, he
declared, YCP would take its fight
to the streets and intensify protests
against the ruling alliance.

APPSC Group 2
Answer Key

Group-2 Mains Preliminary
Key Released

TPN Correspondent | Andhra Pradesh

The Group-2 Mains Examinations in
Andhra Pradesh have concluded with-
out any issues. The Andhra Pradesh
Public Service Commission (APPSC) re-
leased the preliminary ‘key’ for the Pa-
per-1 exam on Sunday evening. Candi-
dates who wish to raise objections can
do so from the 25th to the 27th of this
month through the official website psc.
ap.gov.in.

According to APPSC, out of the 92,250
candidates who applied for the exams,
86,459 downloaded their hall tickets.
Among them, 92 percent appeared for
the exam, reflecting high participation.
The commission has advised candidates
to review the preliminary key carefully
and submit objections, if any, within
the stipulated timeframe.

* 10 MLC seats to

fall vacant in AP,

Telangana next
. month
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Elections for 5 MLC
seats each in AP and
Telangana on March 20

TPN Correspondent | AP & TG

The Election Commission has released
the schedule for elections to 10 MLC
seats under the MLA quota in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, as these seats
will fall vacant next month.

The tenure of five MLCs in AP—Yanama-
la Ramakrishnudu, Janga Krishnamur-
thy, D. Rama Rao, P. Ashok Babu, and
Tirumal Naidu—will end on March 29.
Similarly, in Telangana, Satyavathi Ra-
thod, Mahmood Ali, Mirza Riazul Hasan,
Sheri Subhash Reddy, and Egge Mallesh-
am will complete their terms in March.
According to the election schedule, the
notification will be issued on March 3,
and the nomination process will com-
mence on March 10. Scrutiny of nomi-
nations is scheduled for March 11, while
March 13 is the last date for withdrawal.
Polling will take place on March 20 from
9 AM to 4 PM, with counting beginning
at 5 PM on the same day.

Jagan decides to boycott
assembly, holds key
meeting with YCP leaders

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

YSRCP chief Jagan Mohan Reddy has
decided to boycott the ongoing AP bud-
get meetings, asserting that his party
will not attend the assembly sessions.
On Monday, Jagan, along with YSRCP
members, protested inside the House
demanding that YSRCP be granted oppo-
sition status before staging a walkout.
Following this, he held a crucial meet-
ing with party MLAs and MLCs at his of-
fice in Tadepalli.

During the meeting, Jagan stated that
the government has no intention of rec-
ognizing YSRCP as the main opposition.
He urged party leaders to take their fight
to the people, emphasizing that those
who stand by him will remain his true
supporters. Confident about his polit-
ical future, Jagan declared that he will
remain active in politics for another 30
years.

Jagan also revealed that the next gener-
al elections would be held in February
2028, signaling his party's preparations
for the long-term political battle ahead.

GV Reddy resigns as AP Fibernet Corporation Chairman and to TDP

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati

AP Fibernet Corporation Chairman
GV Reddy has resigned from his po-
sition and also from the primary
membership of the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP). In a letter addressed to

Chief Minister and TDP Chief Chan-
drababu Naidu, he formally submit-
ted his resignation, citing personal
reasons for his decision.

GV Reddy stated in the letter that his
resignation was purely due to per-
sonal considerations and did not

elaborate further. However, he made
it clear that he will continue his pro-
fession as a lawyer.

His resignation comes at a crucial
time when AP Fibernet Corporation
is handling key projects in the state.
Political observers are keen to see if

his exit has any broader implications
within the party or the corporation.

AP Fibernet MD Dinesh
Kumar Directed to Report to
GAD

The Andhra Pradesh government has

directed AP Fibernet Managing Di-
rector Dinesh Kumar to report to the
General Administration Department
(GAD). Meanwhile, the government
has accepted the resignation of AP Fi-
bernet Chairman G.V. Reddy, sources
said.
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Ridiculous to ask
for Opposition
status WIth 11 seats

- Jagan attending the As-
sembly only for formality

» Minister says he came out
of fear of losing member-
ship

TPN Correspondent | Andhra
Pradesh

Minister Atchannaidu strong-
ly criticized YSRCP chief Jagan
Mohan Reddy and his MLAs for
merely attending the Assembly
for presence and leaving soon
after. He condemned the YSRCP
MLAs for walking out within
ten minutes of entering the
House on Monday morning,
stating that they were expect-
ed to discuss public issues but
instead acted as if they were
there just to mark their at-
tendance. He further accused
them of being concerned solely
about retaining their member-
ship rather than addressing

people’s concerns.

The Minister also ridiculed the
demand for opposition status
from a party that won only
eleven seats in the recent elec-
tions. He stated that he had
never seen such a demand be-
fore and criticized the YSRCP
for making it. Atchannaidu
further expressed disappoint-
ment that senior leaders of
the party were backing Jagan’s
stance despite the -electoral
outcome.

Accusing the YSRCP of being
built on corruption and deceit,
Atchannaidu remarked that
the party continues to repeat
the same false narratives it
had previously spread. He al-
leged that the YSRCP leadership
is misleading the people with
lies instead of engaging in con-
structive political discourse.

Former minister
Roja meets Jagan

3
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TPN Correspondent | Amaravati
Former minister and senior
YSRCP leader Roja met party
chief YS Jagan Mohan Reddy at
his residence in Tadepalli. The
meeting reportedly focused on
recent political developments
in the Nagari constituency. Roja
met Jagan at his Tadepalli resi-
dence amid reports that the YS-
RCP high command is keen on
inducting Gali Jagadish into the
party. It is speculated that Roja
and Jagan discussed the same
issue during their meeting.

It is known that the YSRCP high
command has been considering

the induction of Gali Jagadish,
the second son of late lead-
er Gali Muddukrushna Naidu.
While Jagadish was initially ex-
pected to join the party, sources
indicate that his entry has been
stalled due to strong objections
from Roja. In this context, Ja-
gan is said to have discussed the
matter with Roja during their
meeting.

With this discussion, clarity on
Jagadish’s entry into YSRCP is
expected soon. The political de-
velopments in Nagari have now
become a topic of keen interest.

Minister Gottipati Ravi
Kumar expresses
shock over Pedakakani
electrocution incident

TPN Correspondent | Amaravati
Minister Gottipati Ravi Kumar
expressed deep shock over the
electrocution incident in Peda-

kakani, Guntur district, which
claimed the lives of four people.
Extending his condolences to
the families of the deceased, the

minister assured them of gov-
ernment support during this dif-
ficult time.

Minister Ravi Kumar spoke to lo-
cal legislator Dhulipalla Naren-
dra and other officials to gather
details about the tragic accident.
He urged people to exercise cau-
tion while handling electrical
work and advised them to in-
form local electricity officials in
advance to prevent such mis-
haps. He emphasized that time-
ly communication with officials
can help avoid accidents and en-
sure public safety.

- POLITICS

YS Avinash Reddy dares NDA govt on by-
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TPN Correspondent | Kadapa

elections

YSRCP MP YS Avinash Reddy has thrown
a challenge at the coalition govern-
ment, questioning whether it is ready
for by-elections in Kuppam, Pithapu-
ram, and Mangalagiri if they are con-
fident about the people’s support. His
remarks come in response to coalition
leaders claiming that Jagan Mohan
Reddy will be disqualified, necessitating
a by-election in Pulivendula.

Speaking in Kadapa, Avinash Reddy
accused the government of failing in
the implementation of the Super Six
schemes, claiming that the public is al-
ready turning against the coalition. He

bly and deliberately denying it opposi-
tion status.

“There is only one opposition party in
the state. The number of seats is irrel-
evant. If three of the four parties in the
assembly are in the ruling coalition,
then the only remaining party—YS-
RCP—must be recognized as the opposi-
tion,” he stated.

He further criticized the government for
violating democratic norms by refus-
ing to grant opposition status to YSRCP,
calling it an attempt to suppress dissent
and silence the opposition’s voice in the
legislature.

alleged that the government is evading
questions raised by YSRCP in the assem-

“Did you 11 people come for 11 minutes?” — Sharmila

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawada

AP Congress chief YS Sharmila has
launched a scathing attack on YCP
chief and former CM YS Jagan, ques-
tioning his party’s conduct in the AP
Assembly. Taking to X (Twitter), she
criticized Jagan and YCP MLAs for
their brief appearance, asking, “Did
you 11 people come to the Assembly
just for 11 minutes?”

Sharmila accused Jagan of focusing
only on securing opposition status
rather than addressing public issues.

to you than the problems of the peo-
ple?” she asked. She further alleged
that YCP members attended the As-
sembly only out of fear of losing their
membership due to non-attendance.
She also slammed the Governor’s
speech, calling it pointless and dis-
appointing for the people of Andhra
Pradesh, who were expecting clarity
on the implementation of the coali-
tion government’s Super Six prom-
ises. Sharmila remarked that the
speech left people disillusioned as it

“Is opposition status more important

failed to address key concerns.

Counting of votes should be transparent
- Election Observer Sridhar

TPN Correspondent | Eluru

Election Observer CH. Sridhar has di-
rected officials and staff to ensure
transparency in the counting of votes
for the Graduate MLC elections in East
and West Godavari districts. Addressing
a training program at Sir CR Reddy Col-

lege auditorium on Monday, he empha-
sized that the process should be smooth,
peaceful, and error-free, with complete
adherence to protocols.

Election Returning Officer K. Vetriselvi
announced that vote counting will com-

staff and agents must report by 6 AM.
A total of 35 candidates are contesting,
with 3,14,984 voters eligible to cast their
ballots. Given the complexity of the pro-
cess, shift-wise counting staff have been
appointed, as the counting is expected to
continue for three days.

Authorities have proposed 28 tables and
17 rounds for counting. DRDA PD R. Vi-
jayaraju, Master Trainee Srinivas, and
Phani provided a PowerPoint presen-
tation to train observers, supervisors,
and counting staff, followed by practical
training on the counting process. Joint
Collector P. Dhatri Reddy, DRO V. Visves-
wara Rao, Eluru RDO Achyuta Amba-
reesh, DRDA PD R. Vijayaraju, and other
officials participated in the program.

mence at 8 AM on March 3, and counting

Minister Narayana’s team visits Prayagraj to
study Kumbh Mela

TPN  Correspondent |
Prayagraj
A delegation led by Minister
Narayana, along with Mu-
nicipal Department Director
Sampath Kumar and Rajah-
mundry Municipal Commis-
sioner Ketan Garg, visited
Prayagraj to study the ar-
rangements for the Kumbh
Mela in preparation for the
2027 Godavari Pushkaram in
Andhra Pradesh.
As part of their study, the
team visited the Kumbh
Mela Authority office this
evening, where Kumbh Mela
Officer Vijay Kiran Anand
gave a detailed presentation
on congestion management,

traffic control, and securi-
ty measures implemented
during the mega religious

gathering.
The ministerial team also
inspected the Command

Control Room of the Kumbh
Mela Authority and exam-
ined the arrangements at
the bathing ghats, closely
observing the crowd man-
agement strategies and in-
frastructural facilities in
place. Their visit aims to in-
corporate the best practices
from the Kumbh Mela into
the Godavari Pushkaram
planning to ensure smooth
execution and enhanced
safety measures.

Congress leader Chmtamohe—m demands super specialty
status for Ruia Hospital

TPN Correspondent | Tirupati
Former Union Minister and
senior Congress leader Chin-
tamohan led a protest near
the Tirupati Municipal Corpo-
ration Office, demanding the
conversion of Tirupati Ruia
Hospital into a super specialty
hospital. Addressing the me-
dia, he highlighted the urgent
need for advanced medical fa-
cilities in the region.

Chintamohan
that all major medical depart-
ments, including heart, brain,
liver, lungs, and kidney care,
should be made available at
Ruia Hospital, ensuring free
super specialty services for
the poor. He pointed out that
high death rates in Rayalasee-
ma districts were due to a lack
of proper medical access. He
urged the authorities to devel-

emphasized op Ruia Hospital on par with
government hospitals in Kur-
nool, Guntur, and Vizag.

He also demanded that the
children’s hospital building at
Alipiri be allocated to Ruia and
called upon the TTD Governing
Council to discuss the matter
and announce a decision. He
criticized the inadequate facil-
ities at Ruia, stating that the
hospital had been struggling
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since
Anna Rao’s tenure. He fur-
ther noted that SWIMS lacked
funds, leaving the poor and
middle-class without access
to proper medical treatment.
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TPN Correspondent |
Vijayawada

The Bhargav Spa, owned by
Chalasani Prasanna Bhargav,
has come under intense scru-
tiny following allegations of
illegal activities and high-pro-
file clientele, including poli-
ticians, government officials,
and private employees. The
spa has gained notoriety for
being a so-called "safe haven”,
with customers believing that
police raids will not occur and
that new attendants are fre-
quently available.

This overconfidence seeming-
ly led to the downfall of YSRCP
leader Shankar Naik, who was
caught during a police raid on
Friday, along with a State ST
Commission member. The in-
cident has once again brought
Bhargav Spa’s operations into
the public eye.

Bhargav Spa Under Scrutiny

Allegations of Political and Police
Nexus in Vijayawada

—

- S

Connections That Shielded
Bhargav?

Sources indicate that Bhar-
gav's spa centers have largely
remained untouched by law
enforcement, despite regular
raids on other such establish-
ments. In a prior raid before
the elections, a CI's father was
allegedly found inside but was
discreetly released to protect
his reputation. This has fueled
speculation that Bhargav en-
joys strong political and police

backing, allowing him to oper-
ate freely.

Utilizing this apparent im-
munity, Chalasani Prasanna
Bhargav has reportedly ex-
panded his empire, allegedly
engaging in prostitution and
large-scale gambling under
the guise of a spa business.
According to police sources, he
has built close ties with Task
Force officials, even claiming
that he receives prior warn-
ings about raids. Additional-

ly, Bhargav is said to monop-
olize gambling operations in
the city, ensuring that any
rival gambling businesses are
swiftly taken down with the
help of his connections in law
enforcement.

with the latest raid bringing
his operations under renewed
scrutiny, Bhargav has now
approached the court for an-
ticipatory bail in an attempt
to evade arrest. The unfolding
case is raising serious con-
cerns about political influence
and law enforcement corrup-
tion, with many questioning
how Bhargav managed to op-
erate unchecked for so long.
Authorities are now facing
growing pressure to take strict
action and dismantle the al-
leged political-police nexus
that has protected Bhargav’s
operations in Vijayawada.

Gang Robbing Highway Travelers

TPN Correspondent | Krishna
The Kankipadu police have arrested
a gang of criminals involved in high-
way robberies, targeting travelers in the
Krishna district. The accused were caught
in connection with a recent case where
they threatened and robbed a commut-
er of ¥10,000. The police also seized five
stolen motorcycles worth 6.5 lakh from
them.

According to reports, on the 18th of this
month, a victim from Poddutur village
was traveling from Kankipadu to Prodda-
tur around 3 AM when he was ambushed
near the IAS Academy. Five individuals
on two bikes blocked his way, threatened
him, and looted 10,000 before fleeing the
scene. Following a complaint, Kankipadu
police registered a case and initiated an
investigation.

Swift Action by Police Leads to Arrest

To prevent further incidents, Kankipadu
SI Sandeep formed a special team, ana-
lyzing both technical and non-technical
evidence. Acting on a tip-off, the police
apprehended four suspects on February
24 at 9 AM at an alley near a mosque in
Edupugallu village, Kankipadu mandal.
Upon questioning, the accused admitted
to committing multiple thefts, revealing
that they were accustomed to a lavish
lifestyle and resorted to crime for easy
money. They stole a total of five motorcy-
cles from Gannavaram, Atkur, Penamal-
ur, and Kankipadu areas.

The case was successfully cracked due to
the dedicated efforts of SI Sandeep, Head
Constable K. Chandrababu, and Police
Constables P.S.N. Murthy and S.T. Baji
Babu. Their swift action led to the arrest
of the accused, sending a strong warning
to criminal groups operating in the re-
gion. The police have assured stringent
action against such offenses to ensure
public safety.

Roja Slams Governor’s
Speech, Accuses TDP of
Betraying People

TPN Correspondent | Tadepalli
Former Minister and YSRCP leader RK Roja strongly criticized the
Governor’s speech, accusing the coalition government of misleading
the public with blatant lies. Speaking at the YSRCP central office in
Tadepalli on Monday, she questioned the lack of clarity on election
promises and alleged that the ruling party was afraid to grant the
opposition status to YSRCP, fearing their failures would be exposed.
Roja ridiculed the government for discussing Vision 2047 in the Gov-
ernor’s address while failing to explain how they plan to fulfill their
promises over the next five years. She stated that the Governor’s
speech unfairly praised Chandrababu Naidu while insulting YS Ja-
gan, and pointed out that 143 promises, including the much-hyped
‘Super Six,” were left unclear.

"People are eager to know how priority will be given to key sectors
like education, healthcare, agriculture, and irrigation. Instead, the
Governor’s speech turned into meaningless chatter under the name
of Vision 2047. Chandrababu has been given a five-year term, yet
he talks about 2047 without explaining how he will deliver on his
current promises. This only proves that nothing will be done now,”
Roja remarked.

"TDP Has a Habit of Deception”

Roja accused Chandrababu Naidu of betraying the trust of those
who believed in him. She highlighted how liquor prices were hiked
despite promises to keep them unchanged. "Look at the newspa-
pers—Iliquor prices have increased by over %10 per bottle,” she said.
She also alleged that while Naidu promised to not increase elec-
tricity tariffs before the elections, his government has imposed a
15,000 crore burden on the people within just nine months.
"Instead of implementing these schemes, the government has fired
outsourcing employees, contract workers, and volunteers. Em-
ployees who expected relief from Chandrababu have been left dis-
appointed, with no clarity on IR, DA, or PRC. It is unfortunate that
those who trusted him have been deceived again,” she stated.

Roja reiterated that YS Jagan is a leader who stands by his word and
ensures its implementation, unlike Naidu, who repeatedly deceives
the people. She also pointed out that every democratic country has
an opposition, and even regimes like the Taliban acknowledge it,
but in Andhra Pradesh, the government is hesitant to grant the op-
position status to YSRCP.

"Where in the world does the ruling party get the PAC chairman
post? They are afraid that their mistakes will be exposed if YSRCP
gets opposition status in the Assembly,” she added.

Resource Persons Appointed to
Strengthen BIS Activities in AP

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawada

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Vi-
jayawada, organized a one-day training
program at Hotel Hyatt Place to empanel
resource persons for promoting BIS ac-
tivities across Andhra Pradesh. For the
first time, 130 experts have been enlist-
ed to support standardization efforts in
the region. Addressing the event, Shri
D. Vivek Vardhan Reddy, Scientist C and
Deputy Director, BIS-Vijayawada, em-
phasized the need for resource persons
to stay updated on Indian Standards and
actively contribute to BIS activities state-
wide. He stated that BIS is directly mon-
itoring various programs to enhance
standardization awareness.

During the session, resource persons
were briefed on their role in promot-
ing digital solutions such as the Young
Professionals Programme, Know Your
Standard, BIS Care App, Academic Dash-
boards, Learning Management Sys-
tem, GIS Portal, R&D Opportunities, and

Manak Manthan.

Shri vivek Vardhan Reddy also highlight-
ed the role of Manak Mitras, who are en-
gaged in every district to further BIS out-
reach among government departments
and industry stakeholders. To strength-
en BIS initiatives, resource persons have
been empanelled across all districts of
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana (including
Bhadradri Kothagudem), and the Union
Territory of Yanam.

Additionally, participants received prac-
tical training on BIS digital platforms, in-
cluding the BIS website, e-BIS portal, and
BIS Care App. Officials provided detailed
explanations on the various promotional
activities underway in Andhra Pradesh.
BIS Standards Promotion Officer D.
Krishna Veer Verma, along with oth-
er BIS officials, actively participated in
the training program, ensuring that re-
source persons are well-equipped to en-
hance BIS outreach and implementation
across the state.

Maulana Fazlur Rahman Re-elected
as Ahle Hadith State Presiden

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawada

Maulana Fazlur Rahman has been unanimously
re-elected as the Andhra Pradesh State President of
Jamiat Ahle Hadith for the second consecutive term.
The elections were held at the Ahle Hadith State Office
at Jamia Masjid in Islampet, where around 170 Jamaat
leaders from across the state participated in the voting

process.

Along with Maulana Fazlur Rahman’s re-election, Mau-
lana Abdul Ghaffar was chosen as the General Secre-
tary, while Farooq Khan was elected as the State Trea-
surer. Following the elections, the newly elected state
leadership visited the office of Mohammad Fataullah
in Khidmatgarh, where he was felicitated.

Speaking on the occasion, Mohammad Fataullah, who
serves as the Telugu Desam Party Minority Cell General
Secretary, assured the Ahle Hadith leaders of his full
support for their religious and social programs. He also
emphasized his commitment to addressing the issues
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faced by Muslim students and the community at large.
Vijayawada MP Kesineni Shivanath Chinni has direct-
ed efforts to ensure that the concerns of the Muslim
community are addressed without any inconvenience.
Mohammad Fataullah further assured that the organi-
zation would receive necessary backing from both the
Parliament members and the state government.

Case Filed Against YCP Activist for
Derogatory Comments on CM

TPN Correspondent | Vijayawada
A case has been registered against
YSRCP social media activist Sri-
dhar Reddy for making inappro-
priate comments about Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu on social media.
The Vijayawada Suryaraopet po-
lice have booked an FIR under the
IT A