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1 HOUR FREEDOM 
FOR VAMSI

TPN | VVS MADHUBABU
Andhra Pradesh, Feb 20

The disappearance of former MLA 
Vallabhaneni Vamsi’s mobile phone 
has become the most debated issue 
in Andhra Pradesh’s political and po-
lice circles. Allegations are swirling 
that the missing phone contains cru-
cial evidence that could impact the 
ongoing investigation. Reports sug-
gest that if the phone is recovered, it 
might complicate Vamsi’s legal bat-
tle.
With the case gaining traction, YSR 
Congress Party (YSRCP) chief YS Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy has unexpectedly 
stepped in, leading to further specu-
lation. The police department is said 
to be investigating the role of a senior 
officer in the phone’s disappearance, 
but some allege that Jagan’s inter-
vention is an attempt to shield the 
officer by deflecting attention else-
where. The theory is that if the offi-
cer faces criticism publicly, it could 
make it seem like he is not involved 
in any wrongdoing.
The Vijayawada police filed an FIR 
against Vamsi at 8:30 PM on Febru-
ary 12th and immediately sent teams 
to arrest him. One team traveled to 
Hyderabad to detain Vamsi, while 
another went to Visakhapatnam to 
retrieve Satyavardhan, who was al-
legedly kidnapped.
By the night of February 12th, Vijay-
awada police, with the help of Tel-
angana police, surrounded Vamsi’s 
residence in Rayadurgam, Hyder-
abad. However, a significant contro-
versy arose when Vamsi spoke on his 

phone for nearly an hour while po-
lice were present.

This raises several 
questions:

Why was Vamsi allowed to use his 
phone for so long?
Who did he call during that time?
Why wasn’t the phone confiscated 
immediately?
Did any police personnel deliber-
ately allow him to erase crucial 
data?
Reports suggest that before the phone 
went missing, Vamsi made multiple 
calls—to YSRCP leaders, media per-
sonnel, and close followers. Addi-
tionally, he is believed to have had a 
long conversation with a senior po-

lice officer in his bedroom for nearly 
an hour. Shortly after this conversa-
tion, the phone disappeared.
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy’s comments 
during his jail visit to Vamsi on Feb-
ruary 18th have further deepened the 
mystery. He reportedly said, “A CI is 
retiring in 16 months… Even after re-
tirement, he will be standing there 
in uniform.” Political observers are 
questioning whether Jagan was re-
ferring to the CI or a higher-ranking 
officer.
The incident has put the government 
in a tight spot. Will the ruling coali-
tion launch a thorough investigation 
into the missing phone, or will it be 
treated as a routine case? All eyes are 
now on how the administration han-
dles this high-profile controversy.

BOTH ARE ACCUSED

YS Jagan Says Chandrababu’s House 
Wasn’t Far From Guntur Mirchi Yard

• Vamsi's missing phone sparks major controversy in AP

• YCP accused of playing mind games over missing phone

• Senior police officer suspected in phone disappearance
• YCP allegedly shielding key officer in the case
• Jagan intervenes, raising new doubts on the issue

• Key comments suggest officer being targeted strategically
• Diversion tactics used to shift suspicion from main suspect

CM Naidu Urges Central Govt 
to Support Chilli Farmers

• CM meets Union 
Agriculture 
Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan

• CM Naidu 
Attends Delhi 
CM’s Swearing-
in Ceremony

TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Feb 20

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu has urged the Central Gov-
ernment to intervene in the on-
going chilli price crisis in Andhra 
Pradesh. During his visit to Delhi, 
he submitted a letter to Union Ag-
riculture Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, requesting immediate 
procurement of chillies under the 
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) 
to stabilize prices.
Naidu highlighted the drastic fall 
in chilli prices, where the special 
variety has dropped from ₹20,000 
to ₹13,000 per quintal, and the 
common variety has fallen to 
₹11,000 per quintal. He attributed 
the decline to reduced exports and 
increased production, leading to 

severe financial strain on farmers.
In his appeal, Naidu emphasized 
that the Centre should bear the en-
tire procurement cost under MIS, 
considering the state's economic 
constraints. He also referred to a 
meeting held in Delhi on February 
14, where AP officials had already 
submitted proposals regarding the 
crisis.
The AP government is actively 
engaging with the Centre to en-
sure immediate relief for farmers. 
Naidu is also scheduled to meet 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
at 3 PM today, along with other key 
ministers, to discuss state-related 
projects and financial assistance.
Farmers are now looking forward 
to the Centre’s response to the CM’s 
proposal, hoping for swift action to 
address their growing concerns.

• Chilli prices drop from ₹21,000 to ₹13,000 per quintal
• First harvest selling for just ₹10,000 to ₹12,000
• Over 30 lakh bags of stock in cold storage
• Reduced exports and low demand worsen price drop
• Government failure blamed for price fluctuations
• Farmers demand immediate intervention for price stability

TPN | KISHORE KATTA
Guntur, Feb 20

The sharp decline in chilli prices across 
Andhra Pradesh has put farmers in dis-
tress, struggling to recover their invest-
ment costs. In the last season, chilli fetched 
over ₹21,000 per quintal, but this year, 
prices have dropped to ₹13,000, with some 
farmers being offered as low as ₹10,000 to 
₹12,000 per quintal for the first harvest.
With the new season beginning, more than 
one lakh bags of chilli are arriving at the 
Guntur chilli yard daily. However, carry-
over stocks of over 30 lakh bags remain 
in cold storage from last year, leading to 
an oversupply and further price reduction. 
Market experts cite reduced international 
exports and declining domestic demand as 
key reasons for the sharp price fall.
Farmers from Kurnool, Prakasam, Guntur, 
Krishna, Nalgonda, and Khammam dis-

tricts are worried about financial losses, 
as their produce is not fetching a fair price. 
Many blame government inaction for fail-
ing to stabilize chilli prices and regulate 
the market effectively.
During the YSRCP government in 2023, a 
similar price crash was ignored, leading to 
reduced cultivation in 2024. 
However, the high prices last year encour-
aged mass chilli cultivation in 2025, result-
ing in excess supply and another steep price 
drop. Critics argue that both the past and 
present governments have failed to guide 
farmers, regulate stock management, and 
control market fluctuations.
With the market flooded with old and new 
chilli stocks, farmers are demanding im-
mediate government intervention to en-
sure fair prices and financial security. 
Whether the government will take neces-
sary steps to protect chilli farmers remains 
to be seen.

TPN Correspondent 
Guntur, Feb 20

Former Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan 
Reddy strongly criticized the government 
for failing to address the crisis faced by 
chilli farmers. Speaking in Guntur, he 
pointed out that Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu’s residence is near the 
Guntur chilli yard, yet he has done noth-
ing to ease the struggles of farmers.
Jagan stated that during his tenure, chil-
li prices ranged from ₹21,000 to ₹27,000 
per quintal, but under the current gov-
ernment, prices have plummeted to 
₹10,000-₹11,000 per quintal. He also not-
ed that investment costs have increased 
from ₹1.5 lakh to ₹2 lakh per acre, while 
yields have dropped from 20 quintals to 
15 quintals per acre due to pest infesta-
tions.
He accused the government of failing to 
provide a minimum support price for 
chilli farmers, pushing them into finan-
cial distress. Jagan also alleged that cru-
cial farmer welfare programs like RBKs, 

e-crop monitoring, and integrated agri-
cultural labs are no longer functioning 
properly. He recalled that during his rule, 
the government spent ₹7,000 crore to 
support farmers and ensure fair pricing.
During his visit to the Guntur chilli yard, 
a scuffle broke out, causing panic among 
the farmers. After the situation calmed, 
farmers reported that 14 chilli sale tickets 
had gone missing. Narayana and Ven-
kata Subbaiah, farmers from Palnadu 
district, who had come to the yard two 
days earlier, found that their tickets had 
disappeared. Upon investigation, it was 
revealed that the missing tickets were 
transported in an Isuzu truck linked to 
Lella Appireddy’s follower, Panuganti 
Chaitanya.



TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Feb 20

In Vijayawada, on wednesday 
Civil Supplies Minister Nadendla 
Manohar emphasized the need for 
paperless administration and im-
proved service delivery in the Civil 
Supplies Department. Addressing 
a district officials' workshop at 
Civil Supply Bhavan, Vijayawada, 
he called for identifying inefficien-
cies and ensuring better services 
for citizens.
Manohar urged District Supply 
Officers (DSOs) and District Man-
agers (DMs) to work with account-
ability and team spirit to make 
Andhra Pradesh the top state in 
civil supplies by the upcoming 
Kharif season. He stressed that a 
transparent and technology-driv-

en system is essential for smooth 
operations.
The government has already pro-
cured 32 lakh metric tons of grain 

from 5.21 lakh farmers, disburs-
ing ₹7,522 crore, with ₹7,508 crore 
deposited into farmers’ accounts 
within 24 hours. Around 30,000 

lorries and 37,000 porters partici-
pated in grain transportation.
For the first time, farmers could 
sell their grain by simply sending 
a WhatsApp message to 7337359375. 
Minister Manohar assured that 
the coalition government is re-
building farmers' trust after five 
years of mismanagement.
Under the Deepam-2 scheme, 93 
lakh people booked LPG cylinders, 
and ₹714.57 crore was transferred 
to beneficiaries. The minister di-
rected officials to prevent gas de-
livery boys from overcharging and 
raise awareness that no extra fees 
should be collected.
Strict monitoring will be enforced 
on ration supply and MDU vehicle 
movements to curb irregularities. 
The government also plans to in-
troduce special packaging of rice 
for mid-day meals and welfare 
hostels from the next academic 
year. Officials were instructed to 
implement an online system for 
better accountability, ensuring a 
clean, technology-driven, and cor-
ruption-free Civil Supplies Depart-
ment.

TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Feb 20

State Agriculture, Cooperation, 
and Marketing Minister Kinjara-
pu Atchannaidu clarified that 
the government has not yet an-
nounced a Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) for chilli, aiming to 
prevent potential losses for farm-
ers amid rising global demand. 
Addressing the media at the State 
Secretariat, he explained that 
countries like Sri Lanka, China, 
and Malaysia had reduced their 
chilli imports due to increased 
domestic cultivation, leading to 
a price slump. However, a poor 
chilli harvest in China has shift-
ed demand back to Indian pro-
duce, resulting in a price surge.

“At this crucial time, if the gov-
ernment declares an MSP, it 

could negatively impact farmers, 
which is why no announcement 

has been made yet,” Atchan-
naidu stated. He also pointed out 
that chilli cultivation in Andhra 
Pradesh has decreased by nearly 
2 lakh acres, with many farmers 
opting for alternative crops such 
as cotton, maize, and sorghum.
The minister revealed that 
Chief Minister Nara Chandraba-
bu Naidu is heading to Delhi to 
urge the Central Government 
to extend maximum support to 
Andhra Pradesh's chilli farmers. 
"The Chief Minister has already 
written four letters to the Centre 
regarding this matter and will 
now meet with Union Ministers 
to push for a significant increase 
in central support," he said, ex-
pressing optimism about a favor-
able outcome.
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CM Naidu Heads to Delhi to Secure 

Support for Chilli Farmers - Atchannaidu

Court Adjourns Hearing 
on Vallabhaneni Vamsi’s 

Custody
TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Feb 20

The SC/ST court in Vijayawada has adjourned the 
hearing on the police custody petition for former MLA 
Vallabhaneni Vamsi to Thursday. Vamsi, who was ar-
rested in connection with a kidnapping case linked to 
the attack on the Gannavaram TDP office, remains in 
judicial remand at Vijayawada District Jail.
The case revolves around allegations that Vamsi kid-
napped a Dalit youth, Satyavardhan, an employee of 
the TDP office. The police have requested 10 days’ cus-
tody of Vamsi and two others, stating that further in-
terrogation is necessary to gather additional details 
regarding the incident.
During the court proceedings, both parties presented 
their arguments, after which the court postponed the 
hearing. Meanwhile, a petition has been filed seeking 
food and other necessary facilities for Vamsi in jail. In 
response, the court ordered officials to obtain a writ-
ten request from Vamsi regarding the facilities he re-
quires.
With the next hearing scheduled for Thursday, the 
court’s decision will determine whether Vamsi will be 
handed over to the police for further questioning.

Minister Nadendla Manohar Calls for 
Paperless Administration in Civil Supplies

AP Invites ₹25,000 Crore 
Investment in Tourism Sector

TPN Correspondent
New Delhi, Feb 20

Andhra Pradesh is making a major push in 
tourism development with a vision of at-
tracting ₹25,000 crore investment over the 
next five years. State Tourism, Culture & 
Cinematography Minister Kandula Durgesh, 
speaking at the South Asia Leading Travel 
and Tourism Exhibition-2025 (SATTE) in Del-
hi, assured investors of strong government 
support, incentives, and infrastructure devel-
opment under the Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) model.
Durgesh emphasized that the state has 

granted industry status to tourism, making it 
eligible for all industrial subsidies. The new-
ly launched Tourism Policy 2024-29 aims to 
develop Andhra Pradesh into a premier na-
tional and international tourist destination.
The government is focusing on diverse tour-
ism segments, including temple, adventure, 
eco, wellness, heritage, religious, agri, med-
ical, cruise, beach, coastal, seaplane, ru-
ral, and film tourism. Efforts are also being 
made to integrate tourism with environmen-
tal sustainability and job creation for youth.
The hub-and-spoke model will establish an-
chor hubs for tourism, ensuring high-quality 
infrastructure and better visitor experiences. 

Tourist safety is a top priority, with measures 
in place to provide secure and seamless trav-
el experiences.
Minister Durgesh highlighted that Andhra 
Pradesh has visionary leadership under CM 
N. Chandrababu Naidu and Dy CM Pawan 
Kalyan, both committed to economic growth, 
employment generation, and environmental 
sustainability.
With vast natural beauty and untapped tour-
ism potential, Durgesh urged national and 
international investors to capitalize on the 
state’s opportunities. He invited travelers, 
tour operators, and enthusiasts to explore 
AP’s rich tourism landscape.

Kadapa Mayor Faces Inquiry 
Over Contract Allocations

Kadapa Municipal Commissioner issues notice

TPN Correspondent 
Kadapa, Feb 20

Kadapa Mayor Suresh Babu is under scrutiny follow-
ing allegations of irregularities in contract work allo-
cations to Vardhini Constructions, a firm linked to his 
family. The Vigilance Department initiated an inquiry, 
leading the Kadapa Municipal Commissioner to serve 
a notice to the Mayor.
The investigation revealed that the Mayor’s son, 
Kotha Maddhi Amaresh, and his wife, Kotha Maddhi 
Jayashree, are partners in Vardhini Constructions, 
raising concerns over potential misuse of authority. 
The Andhra Pradesh Municipal Corporation Act man-
dates that no public representative can engage in cor-
poration contracts either directly or through family 
members.
According to Section 22(1) of the Municipal Corporation 
Act 1955, entering into corporation contracts in such a 
manner is a violation of governance norms. The Com-
missioner clarified in the notice that elected represen-
tatives found guilty of such infractions could face dis-
qualification.
Further action is expected based on the Vigilance De-
partment's final report, and this controversy has 
sparked widespread discussion in political and civic 
circles.

Former TTD Board Member Demands 
Action Against Naresh Kumar

TPN Correspondent
Tirupati, Feb 20

Former TTD Board Member Sri K Shiva Kumar has 
demanded the immediate removal of current Board 
Member S Naresh Kumar, who allegedly abused a TTD 
employee within the temple premises. He has also 
urged authorities to register a case against Naresh Ku-
mar for his misconduct.
Addressing the issue, Shiva Kumar stated that the be-
havior of Board Members should 
reflect the sanctity of TTD and 
that any mistreatment of em-
ployees is unacceptable. He as-
sured his full support to TTD 
staff and stressed that such inci-
dents should never be repeated.
This controversy has sparked 
discussions among devotees and 
officials, with many questioning 
the conduct of board members 
in the temple premises. Shiva 
Kumar reiterated that disciplinary action is necessary 
to ensure employees work in a safe and respectful en-
vironment. As the demand for accountability grows, 
all eyes are on the TTD administration and law en-
forcement authorities to see what action will be taken 
against Naresh Kumar.

• Government yet to announce MSP to prevent losses for chilli farmers.
• Global chilli demand rising as China's crop declines.
• CM Naidu to seek enhanced central support for chilli farmers in Delhi.

• PPP model with subsidies 
for investors

• Development of 13 tourism 
segments planned

• Anchor hubs to enhance 
tourism infrastructure

• 15% job creation through 
tourism initiatives

• CM Chandrababu and 
Dy CM Pawan Kalyan 
committed to growth

• Civil Supplies Department to adopt paperless administration
• Officials urged to ensure transparency in services
• Government purchases 32 lakh metric tons of grain
• Deepam-2 scheme benefits 93 lakh gas users
• Strict monitoring of ration supply and MDU vehicles



TPN Correspondent 
Gurajala, Feb 20
Former MLA Kasu Ma-
hesh Reddy has strongly 
countered Gurajala MLA 
Yarapathineni Srinivasa 
Rao’s recent remarks, re-
minding him of the chal-
lenges they both posed 
to each other before the 
elections. Speaking at a 
local gathering, Mahesh 
Reddy stated that if he 
had honored his com-
mitments, Yarapathine-
ni should also stay true 
to his word.

He criticized Yarapa-
thineni for allegedly 
making numerous false 
promises to the people 
of Gurajala before the 
elections and questioned 
whether he had fulfilled 
any of them. “The peo-
ple who believed you are 
now asking for answers. 
You must stand by your 
words,” Mahesh Reddy 
asserted.
He further remarked that 
Yarapathineni’s victory 
was largely due to the 
prevailing political winds 
rather than personal 
merit. He challenged 
him to first acknowledge 
the unfulfilled promises 
made to the electorate 
before making further 
claims.
Expressing confidence in 
YSRCP’s future, Mahesh 
Reddy stated that the 
results of the upcoming 
general elections would 
prove the people’s con-
tinued support for Jagan-
mohan Reddy. He urged 
the people of Andhra 
Pradesh to carefully ob-
serve the developments 
and hold leaders ac-
countable for their com-
mitments.
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People Have Already Stripped Jagan of His Clothes 
by Reducing His Party from 151 to 11 Seats – MLA GV 

Anjaneyulu

Minister 
Atchannaidu 
Slams Jagan 

for Neglecting 
Agriculture

TPN Correspondent 
Vinukonda, Feb 20
Government Chief Whip and Vinu-
konda MLA GV Anjaneyulu strong-
ly condemned YSRCP leader Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s remarks 

against police officers and gov-
ernment employees, stating that 
the people have already “stripped 
him of his clothes” by reducing 
his party’s strength from 151 seats 
to 11.

Speaking at a gathering, Anjane-
yulu criticized Jagan for disre-
specting law enforcement and ac-
cused him of daydreaming about 
returning to power despite being 
rejected by voters. He questioned 
whether criminal elements, mur-
derers, and kidnappers would still 
operate if Jagan truly respected 
the law. He warned that if Jagan 
continues on this path, the people 
will reject him again in the up-
coming local body elections.
Anjaneyulu alleged that under 
the YSRCP regime, police officers 
and IAS/IPS officials faced harass-
ment, creating a lawless state. He 
emphasized that Jagan’s verbal 
abuse of the police is unaccept-
able and suggested that those who 
believed in Jagan, such as Vishal 
Gunni, PSR Anjaneyulu, and Kran-

thi Rana Tata, should reflect on 
their actions.
The MLA further highlighted past 
cases involving actress Jethwani 
and MP Raghuramakrishnam 
Raju, asserting that officers who 
mishandled cases had to face con-
sequences, including jail time. He 
warned that those who engaged 
in unlawful activities under the 
previous regime will eventually 
pay the price.
He commended the police un-
der Chief Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu’s leadership, noting that 
they have successfully curbed 
rowdyism, hooliganism, illegal 
gutka trade, and ganja smuggling 
in the state. He emphasized that 
instead of attacking law enforce-
ment, leaders should appreciate 
their contributions.

Somireddy’s Counter to Jagan: “Did He Visit to 
Help Farmers or Steal Chillies?”

Kasu Mahesh 
Reddy Counters 

MLA Yarapathineni 
Srinivasa Rao’s 

Claims

Ambati Rambabu Defends 
Jagan’s Mirchi Yard Visit
Calls YSRCP a Farmer-

Friendly Govt

YS Sharmila Slams YSRCP 
for Avoiding Assembly, 
Calls Super Six a ‘Super 

Flop’

TPN Correspondent 
Mangalagiri, Feb 20
Former minister and TDP polit-
buro member Somireddy Chan-
dramohan Reddy launched a 
scathing attack on former CM YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, questioning 
the real purpose of his visit to the 
Guntur chilli yard. Speaking to re-
porters in Amaravati, Somireddy 
sarcastically remarked that Ja-
gan’s remarks on beauty among 
his party leaders were unusual, 
stating, “When did YS Jagan no-
tice the beauty of Vallabhaneni 
Vamsi, Kodali Nani, and Devineni 
Avinash?” He alleged that it was 
YSRCP members themselves who 
kept comparing YS Avinash Red-
dy’s looks to Jagan’s.
Turning to Jagan’s visit to the 
chilli yard, Somireddy questioned 
whether the former CM truly 
came to help farmers or to “steal 
chillies.” He alleged that YSRCP 
leader Lella Appireddy, who ac-
companied Jagan, was involved 
in lifting 14 bags of chillies. “In-
stead of supporting the farmers, 

Jagan created a drama with the 
Paytm batch,” he remarked.
Somireddy also ridiculed Jagan’s 
claims about a student’s financial 
struggles, despite the child study-
ing at Delhi Public School and 
having a family with a three-sto-
ry house and a gold jewellery 
shop. He sarcastically compared 
this to the movie Sankranthi, 
questioning whether YSRCP was 
training child artists through its 
“Paytm batch.”
The TDP leader accused Jagan’s 
administration of shutting down 
the agriculture department and 
failing farmers during its tenure. 
He demanded answers from Ja-
gan regarding his inaction when 
black lotus disease affected the 
dried chilli crop. “If farmers were 
in trouble, did you take rowdies 
with you and steal 14 bags of chil-
lies?” he questioned.
Somireddy challenged former ag-
riculture ministers Kakani Gov-
ardhan Reddy and Kurasala Kan-
nababu to an open debate on the 
impact of Jagan’s governance on 

chilli farmers. “We are ready for 
a discussion on what was done 
to farmers between 2014-19 and 
2019-24,” he declared.
Meanwhile, Jagan’s visit to the 
chilli yard has stirred controver-
sy, especially with the Model Code 
of Conduct in effect due to ongo-
ing MLC elections in various dis-
tricts. Despite the Election Com-
mission not granting permission, 
Jagan proceeded with his visit, at-

tacking the NDA-led government 
for failing to provide a minimum 
support price for dried chilli.
Somireddy, however, dismissed 
Jagan’s allegations, asserting 
that it was under Chandrababu 
Naidu’s leadership that farmers 
received actual support. “Jagan 
should stop the dramas now,” 
he stated, warning that the peo-
ple will not fall for his theatrics 
again.

TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Feb 20
State Agriculture, Co-
operation, and Market-
ing Minister Kinjarapu 
Atchannaidu launched a 
sharp attack on former 
Chief Minister YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, accusing 
him of politicizing the 
issues faced by farmers 
while having neglected 
the agriculture sector 
during his tenure.
“It is ironic that someone 
who completely aban-
doned agricultural pro-
grams is now question-
ing our commitment,” 
Atchannaidu remarked. 
He pointed out that un-
der YSRCP rule, key ini-
tiatives like soil testing 
and mechanization sub-
sidies were discontin-
ued, and not a single 
rupee was allocated for 
drip irrigation.
Defending the policies of 
the current government, 
Atchannaidu highlight-
ed that in January 2020, 
when chilli prices stood 

at ₹12,000 per quintal, 
the Jagan-led adminis-
tration had set an MSP 
of just ₹7,000, leading to 
losses for farmers. “Back 
then, there was no Mar-
ket Intervention Fund to 
support farmers. In con-
trast, our government 
had allocated ₹138 crore 
in 2017, and we plan to 
propose an even larger 
intervention fund in the 
upcoming budget,” he 
assured.
The minister reaffirmed 
Chief Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu’s 
commitment to secur-
ing central assistance 
for chilli farmers, stat-
ing that Naidu is head-
ing to Delhi to push for 
increased support prices 
and financial aid.
The press conference 
was attended by State 
Agriculture Department 
Director Delhi Rao, Mar-
keting Department Di-
rector, and Rythu Bazaar 
CEO Vijaya Sunitha.

TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Feb 20
Former minister and YSRCP senior lead-
er Ambati Rambabu defended YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy’s visit to the Guntur chil-
li yard, asserting that the MLC election 
code does not apply to his visit. Speak-
ing to the media, he claimed that YSRCP 
has always been a farmer-friendly gov-
ernment, committed to helping those 
facing agricultural losses.
Ambati accused the TDP-led govern-
ment of failing farmers, pointing out 
that crop prices have fallen since Chan-
drababu Naidu took office. “As soon as 
Chandrababu took oath, paddy pric-
es dropped to ₹1200-1300 per quintal. 

Farmers are struggling, yet this govern-
ment is misleading them,” he said.
Slamming the TDP for objecting to Ja-
gan’s visit, Ambati questioned, “Why is 
it wrong for Jagan to meet with farm-
ers? TDP leaders seem to get angry 
when Jagan interacts with the people.” 
He alleged that TDP conspired to pre-
vent the visit, fearing the former CM’s 
influence among farmers.
Clarifying the election code issue, Am-
bati stated that YSRCP is not contesting 
the ongoing MLC elections and that Ja-
gan was not there to seek votes. “The 
election code applies to campaign pro-
cessions and public meetings requiring 
permission, but not to visits like these. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy did not go to ask 
for votes; he went to understand the 
farmers’ problems,” he asserted.
Taking a dig at TDP, Ambati pointed out 
that there were no objections when TDP 
leaders met with Vallabhaneni Vam-
si recently. “If meeting an MLA doesn’t 
violate the code, why should visiting 
farmers be an issue?” he asked.
Ambati reiterated YSRCP’s commitment 
to the welfare of farmers and criticized 
the NDA government for failing to pro-
vide a fair price for chilli farmers. He 
vowed that the party would continue 
to stand with the farming communi-
ty and expose the failures of the ruling 
government.

TPN Correspondent 
Andhra Pradesh, Feb 20
Andhra Pradesh Congress 
Chief YS Sharmila lashed 
out at both the ruling coali-
tion and the opposition YSR 
Congress Party (YSRCP), ac-
cusing them of failing the 
people. Speaking to the me-
dia, she stated that Chief 
Minister Nara Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s Super Six prom-
ises had turned into a Super 
Flop, with the government 
offering 90 excuses over the 
last nine months instead of 
implementing the prom-
ised schemes.
She also took a dig at YS-
RCP chief YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, alleging that he had 
time to visit criminals in 
jail but lacked the courage 
to step into the assembly 
to fight for people’s issues. 

“Jagan is more interested 
in storytelling at press con-
ferences than confronting 
the ruling party in the as-
sembly,” she remarked.
Sharmila further ques-
tioned the YSRCP’s absence 
in the assembly, stating 
that a party that won only 11 
seats had no right to claim 
it represents the people if 
its MLAs refuse to partici-
pate in legislative debates. 
“If YCP MLAs don’t have the 
courage to enter the assem-
bly this time as well, they 
should resign immediate-
ly,” she demanded.
She called on the opposi-
tion to actively expose the 
failures of the Chandraba-
bu-led coalition govern-
ment in the assembly in-
stead of remaining silent.
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TPN Correspondent
New Delhi, Feb 20
The Union government has 
sanctioned an additional Rs 
1554.99 crore under the National 
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) 
for five states that have been se-
verely affected by floods, flash 
floods, landslides, and cyclonic 
storms in 2024. These funds are 
aimed at aiding the recovery 
efforts and alleviating the suf-
fering of people in the affected 
regions.

A high-level committee led by 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah approved the additional 
central assistance for the states, 
including Andhra Pradesh, Na-
galand, Odisha, Telangana, and 
Tripura. The funds have been al-
located as follows:
- Andhra Pradesh: Rs 608.08 
crore
- Nagaland: Rs 170.99 crore
- Odisha: Rs 255.24 crore
- Telangana: Rs 231.75 crore

- Tripura: Rs 288.93 crore

Amit Shah, in a post on social 
media platform X, reiterated the 
Modi government’s commit-
ment to standing firmly in sup-
port of disaster-affected people, 
stating, “The Modi government 
stands like a rock in support of 
the disaster-affected people. On 
wednesday, the MHA approved 
an additional central assistance 
of Rs 1554.99 crore to Andhra 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Odisha, Tel-

angana, and Tripura under the 
NDR fund.” This approval is over 
and above the already allocat-
ed Rs 18,322.80 crore released by 
the Centre to 27 states under the 
State Disaster Response Fund 
(SDRF).

The NDRF funds will be adjusted 
with 50% of the opening balance 
available in the SDRF for the 
year. The funds released by the 
Centre are essential to support 
the recovery and rehabilitation 
processes, especially for states 
that have faced significant 
damage from natural disasters.

In total, during the financial 
year 2024-25, the Centre has re-
leased substantial financial as-
sistance across different funds: 
Rs 18,322.80 crore from SDRF to 
27 states, Rs 4,808.30 crore from 
NDRF to 18 states, and addition-
al funds from both the State and 
National Disaster Mitigation 
Funds (SDMF and NDMF).

Central Govt Approves NDRF Funds for 

Andhra Pradesh and Four Other States

TPN Correspondent 
Tirupati, Feb 20
With more than 60,000 devotees visit-
ing Tirumala daily, darshan wait times 
have been a major concern. Address-
ing these challenges, AP Minister Nara 
Lokesh announced plans to streamline 
TTD services to minimize waiting times 
and enhance devotees' experience.
Speaking at the International Tem-
ples Convention and Expo in Tirupati, 
Lokesh emphasized the government's 
commitment to ensuring seamless 
darshan. He stated that online book-
ing and temple services will be further 
simplified, making it easier for devo-
tees worldwide to access TTD facilities.
Lokesh highlighted that TTD’s online 
services have already expanded globally, and 
the government is working on bringing devo-
tees even closer to temples through improved 
accessibility and digital initiatives.

His remarks come amid growing concerns 
over long wait times in queue complexes, with 
devotees urging authorities to implement bet-
ter crowd management measures.

TTD Services to Be Simplified 

- Nara Lokesh
Efforts to reduce queue times for Srivari darshan

TTD online services expanded globally for easier access

Temple services and ticket booking to be further simplified

TPN Correspondent
Bapatla, Feb 20
Power Minister Gottipati Ravi Kumar and 
Minister Kolusu Parthasarathy visited Ba-
patla district as part of their campaign for 
Graduate MLC candidate Alapati in Vem-
uru and Bapatla constituencies. Address-
ing the public, they appealed to educated 
voters to support Alapati, recalling how 
he had won three MLC seats earlier even 
while in opposition.
Minister Ravi Kumar highlighted that in 
the past seven months, the government 
led by CM Chandrababu Naidu has imple-
mented several welfare schemes, includ-
ing:
• Timely grain procurement from farmers 
and payments within 24 hours
• Clearing ₹1,674 crore pending dues left by 
the previous government to farmers

• Reintroducing pensions, free gas, and 
Anna canteens
• Speeding up Polavaram and Amaravati 
capital construction
Taking a dig at former CM Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, Ravi Kumar alleged that Ja-
gan betrayed the farmers who contrib-
uted 33,000 acres for the capital and left 

Andhra Pradesh without a proper capital. 
He warned voters that if Jagan is given 
another chance, even God cannot save the 
state.
The ministers urged voters to support al-
liance candidates, ensuring victory in the 
Graduate MLC elections for a progressive 
Andhra Pradesh.

Ministers Campaign for Graduate MLC 

Candidate in Bapatla
Ministers Gottipati Ravi Kumar and Kolusu Parthasarathy campaign in Vemuru and Bapatla

Appeal to elect Alapati with a record majority in Graduate MLC elections

Criticize previous government for farmers’ hardships, highlight welfare schemes under CM Chandrababu

TPN Correspondent
Vijayawada, Feb 20
The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Vijayawada, successfully 
conducted the 6th Training Programme for Science Teachers on 
Learning Science via Standards (LSVS) on February 19, 2025, at 
Coffee House, ITDA, Paderu. The event was attended by 40 science 
teachers from the Alluri Sita Ramaraju District who guide Stan-
dards Clubs in schools.
Shri P. Brahmaji Rao, District Educational Officer, highlighted the 
role of lesson plans in helping students understand quality and 
standards, preparing them to handle real-life challenges confi-
dently.
Shri D. Vivek Vardhan Reddy, Scientist C & Deputy Director, BIS 
Vijayawada, inaugurated the program and stated, "This approach 
will help students excel in science and contribute meaningfully 
to society." He also provided an overview of BIS activities, includ-
ing testing, certification, training, and advocacy.
L. Rajani , Deputy Director, Tribal Welfare, Alluri Sita Ramaraju 
District, praised BIS for promoting quality consciousness among 
schoolchildren through Standards Clubs. She commended the 
LSVS training program for equipping teachers with tools to in-
spire students in quality education and standardization.
The participants were also trained on using the BIS website and 
BIS Care App, which serve as platforms for sharing information 
about quality and standards. The program featured in-depth 
presentations on scientific principles and their practical appli-
cations in everyday products. Teachers expressed their apprecia-
tion for the valuable insights gained from the training.

BIS Conducts 6th Science 
Teachers Training on Learning 

Science via Standards
BIS Vijayawada organizes training for 40 

science teachers in Paderu

Focus on integrating standards into science 

education through Standards Clubs

Officials emphasize the importance of quality 

and standardization in education

TPN Correspondent
Tiruvur, Feb 20
NRI Vallabhaneni Giri from Vissan-
napet Lashmipuram has generously 
donated ₹50,000 to the Tiruvur Police 
Department for the installation of 
CCTV cameras to enhance security in 
the town.
On Wednesday, Giri handed over the 
contribution to Ci, who appreciated 
the noble gesture aimed at improving 
public safety and crime prevention.
SI K.V.G.V. Satyanarayana of Tiruvur 
Police Station thanked Giri for his 
commitment to community welfare, 
emphasizing that CCTV surveillance 
plays a crucial role in crime monitor-
ing and law enforcement.

The Tiruvur police have assured that 
the funds will be utilized effectively to 
install surveillance cameras at key lo-
cations, enhancing security measures 
for residents.

NRI Vallabhaneni Giri Donates ₹50,000 
for CCTV Installation in Tiruvur PS

TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Feb 20 
Vijayawada Municipal Corporation (VMC) 
Commissioner Dhyanachandra H M has 
emphasized that residents should not face 

any inconvenience due to ser-
vice disruptions during the 
summer season. On Wednes-
day, he held a review meet-
ing with engineering staff at 
the corporation’s main office 
to assess preparedness and 
discuss solutions.
The Commissioner instruct-
ed officials to ensure a steady 
drinking water supply, par-
ticularly in hilly areas, and 
to arrange water tankers to 

address shortages. Citing last year’s water 
scarcity issues, he urged officials to plan 
in advance and take preventive measures 
for uninterrupted supply.
Additionally, he directed teams to activate 

all borewells and conduct field inspec-
tions to identify and fix water leakages 
promptly. Assistant engineers were as-
signed to engage with residents, assess 
their concerns, and implement solutions 
efficiently.
The meeting also covered plans for on-
going infrastructure projects and park 
maintenance. The Commissioner stressed 
the need for a structured summer action 
plan, which will be further reviewed in 
the next meeting.
Senior officials, including Superintending 
Engineers P. Satyanarayana and P. Satya-
kumari, along with executive engineers, 
deputy executive engineers, and assistant 
engineers, participated in the meeting.

VMC Gears Up for Summer: Commissioner 
Reviews Water Supply & Infrastructure Plan

TPN Correspondent 
Nuzvidu, Feb 20
Authorities in the joint Krishna dis-
trict have launched a special inves-
tigation into Davuluri Prabhavathi, a 
notorious rowdy sheeter accused of 
threatening and harassing villagers 
in Marribandham and Sita Rama-
puram villages of Nuzvidu mandal. 
Following multiple complaints to the 
Eluru District Collector, an inquiry 
was ordered, led by Nuzvidu Sub-Col-
lector B Smaran Raj.
Prabhavathi, a former bank manager, 

was previously dismissed from ser-
vice due to irregularities but alleged-
ly continued her unlawful activities. 
With over 13 cases registered against 
her in various police stations, Nuzvi-
du police had already opened a row-
dy sheet in the past. Reports indicate 
that she has been involved in cheat-
ing, threats, and attacks, causing se-
vere distress among villagers.

Following the inquiry, official re-
cords confirmed the authenticity of 
villagers' complaints. Based on this, 

the Nuzvidu First Class Magistrate 
and Sub-Collector issued summons 
to Prabhavathi and her family mem-
bers, binding them under legal pro-
visions. Prabhavathi has sought two 
days to respond, and the authorities 
have granted a deadline. Government 
officials stated that further investiga-
tion will be conducted at the Nuzvidu 
Sub-Collector’s office, and appropriate 
legal action will follow. The case has 
now become a major topic of discus-
sion within law enforcement circles 
in the joint Krishna district.

Rowdy Sheeter Under Investigation: 

Nuzvidu Sub-Collector Probes Complaints
Multiple complaints filed against female rowdy sheeter Davuluri Prabhavathi

Nuzvidu Sub-Collector Smaran Raj conducts inquiry on Collector’s orders

Over 13 criminal cases registered; summons issued to Prabhavathi & family
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TPN Correspondent
Srikalahasti, Feb 20
Union Minister for Rural De-
velopment and Communica-
tion Dr. Pemmasani Chan-
drasekhar visited the famous 
Srikalahasti Swara Swamy 
temple along with his fami-
ly members on Wednesday. 
Upon arrival, he was wel-
comed with Poornakumbham 
by Srikalahasti MLA Bojjala 
Venkata Sudheer Reddy and 
temple Executive Officer T. Ba-
pireddy. The minister and his 
family had a special darshan 
of Srikalahasti Swara Swamy 
and Sri Gnana Prasunamba.
As part of the temple tradi-

tion, Dr. Pemmasani Chan-
drasekhar’s family was 
felicitated at Sri Medha Guru-
dakshinamurthy Sannidha-
nam with a shesha vastra, 
and a portrait of Srikalahasti 
Swara Swamy along with Sri 
Gnana Prasunamba was pre-
sented to them. The temple 
priests and Vedic scholars per-
formed special Vedic rituals 
and offered blessings to the 
minister and his family.
BJP State Secretary and As-
sembly Party Convener Kola 
Anand, along with Amarnath 
Melagalam Subramaniam 
and other dignitaries, partici-
pated in the event.

Union Minister Pemmasani 
Chandrasekhar Offers Prayers 

at Srikalahasti Temple TPN Correspondent
Mandapeta, Feb 20
Former MP GV Harsha Kumar has assert-
ed that opposition to the ruling alliance 
in the MLC elections is inevitable, and 
his son GV Sundaram’s victory is certain. 
Addressing a media conference at Sri Ka-
makshi Kalyana Mandapam in Mandapet 
on Wednesday, he strongly criticized TDP 
chief Chandrababu Naidu, accusing him 
of deceiving the public with false promis-
es before 2014 and failing to deliver on any 
commitments made during his tenure.
Harsha Kumar claimed that Chandrababu 
Naidu was rejected by the people in past 
elections for failing to fulfill promises and 
has now repeated the same mistakes with 
his Super Six guarantees in 2024. He ques-

tioned the status of the free bus scheme, 
the ₹15,000 aid for every school-going 
child, and the ₹1,500 monthly allowance 
for women over 18, calling them hollow 
assurances. He also alleged that the un-
employed youth have received no benefits 
under the coalition government, leading 
to growing public dissatisfaction.
He further accused Chandrababu Naidu of 

putting immense pressure on MLAs and 
ministers to secure victory for the ruling 
party candidate. He claimed that leaders 
and activists from the Jana Sena Party are 
unhappy with the government’s direction 
and are shifting their support to indepen-
dent candidate GV Sundaram.
Harsha Kumar appealed to voters to sup-
port GV Sundaram, stating that he has 
a clear vision and a manifesto aimed at 
empowering the youth. Several promi-
nent local leaders, including Yadla Rajesh, 
Ganta Bhaskar, Vinukoti Surya Prakash, 
Sade Charan, Nalla Devaraj, Virulla Sa-
tyanarayana, and others, participated 
in the event, extending their backing for 
Sundaram in the Graduate MLC elections.

GV Sundar’s Victory Imminent in MLC Elections: 
Harsha Kumar

TPN Correspondent 
Kakinada Dist, Feb 20
Kakinada District Collector Shan Mohan 
conducted a review meeting at Sagili 
Kshetra on Wednesday to assess the ar-

rangements for Mahashivratri celebra-
tions at Padagaya Kshetra in Pithapur-
am. Officials from multiple departments 
participated in the discussion to ensure a 
smooth and well-organized festival.
Speaking after the review, the Collector 
stated that around one lakh devotees are 
expected to visit the temple on February 
26. To facilitate a hassle-free experience, 
necessary arrangements are being put in 
place. He emphasized that priority should 
be given to common devotees, ensuring 
they receive a proper darshan without un-
necessary delays.

The Collector directed officials to main-
tain punctuality in all arrangements and 
urged the temple authorities to avoid in-
conveniencing devotees for VIP darshan. 
He called for cooperation from all depart-
ments to ensure the festival runs smooth-
ly.
The meeting was attended by Kakinada 
DSP Manish Devaraj Patil, RTO S Mallib-
abu, Endowment Department DC DLV Ra-
mesh Babu, Tahsildar P Gopalakrishna, 
Circle Inspector G Srinivas, urban SIs, Field 
Operations Officer Katnam Jaganmohana 
Srinivas, and other officials

Collector Shan Mohan reviews Mahashivratri arrangements

TPN Correspondent 
Vizianagaram, Feb 20
Vizianagaram District 
Collector Dr. BR Ambedkar 
assured the public that 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
(GBS) is a rare but treat-
able nerve-related dis-
ease. He emphasized that 
it is not new and occurs 
in some individuals after 
viral or bacterial infections.
The Collector held a review meeting with officials on Wednes-
day, directing them to strengthen preventive measures. He stat-
ed that a special department has been established at the Gov-
ernment General Hospital (GGH) with medicines and necessary 
treatment.
He urged the public to maintain hygiene, consume clean food 
and water, and seek medical help if symptoms appear. Officials 
were instructed to chlorinate drinking water, prevent contami-
nation, and enhance sanitation programs.
GGH Superintendent Dr. S. Appalanaidu and District Medical & 
Health Officer Dr. S. Jeevanarani explained that GBS is an au-
toimmune disorder where the immune system attacks nerves, 
leading to weakness, mobility issues, and breathing difficulties. 
They noted that 80% recover naturally, 15% need treatment, and 
5% face severe complications.

• Seek immediate medical attention if symptoms appear
• Maintain hygiene, wash hands regularly
• Drink boiled or purified water
• Rapid Response Team (RRT) formed for surveillance
• Daily reports from hospitals being monitored
• No confirmed GBS cases in the district
• Adequate medical facilities, medicines available

Officials including ZP In-charge CEO R. Venkataraman, DPO T. 
Venkateswara Rao, RWS SE Kavita, Municipal Commissioner P. 
Nallanaiah, and DCHS Dr. Rajyalakshmi attended the meeting.

No Need to Panic About GBS 
Syndrome: Collector

TPN Correspondent 
Eluru, Feb 20
A German delegation touring 
Andhra Pradesh praised the 
natural farming practices be-
ing implemented in Eluru dis-
trict for their sustainability 
and large-scale adoption. On 
the third day of their state-
wide visit, the delegation in-
spected natural farming fields 
in Venkatapuram, Eluru man-
dal.
The team examined bio-inputs 
such as neem infusion and 
lemon juice solution used in 
paddy cultivation and inspect-
ed A-grade paddy models and 
compact blocks in the farm of 
T. Jyothi. Team member Lu-
cas described the techniques 
as high-tech natural farming 

and expressed admiration for 
their large-scale implementa-
tion.
Lucas stated, “In Germany 
and Europe, organic farms are 
usually small, with only a few 
farmers adopting such meth-
ods. It is commendable that 
Andhra Pradesh farmers are 
practicing organic farming 
on a large scale. This visit has 
reinforced our commitment 
to promoting agro-ecological 
farming in Germany.”
Later, the delegation will vis-
it the ATM (Any Time Money) 
farming model at the farm of 
S.K. Naveensha in Adamilli, 
Kamavarapukota Mandal, as 
part of their continued study 
on natural farming innova-
tions in the region.

German Team Inspects Natural 
Farming in Eluru

TPN Correspondent 
Nellore, Feb 20
Nuda Chairman Kotamred-
dy Srinivasulu Reddy has de-
manded that a case be filed 
against Y.S. Jaganmohan Red-
dy for his derogatory remarks 
against the police. Speaking to 
the media at the district par-
ty office, Kotamreddy stated 
that Jagan is bound to go to 
jail soon and accused him of 
being a brand ambassador for 
anarchy and destruction.
He alleged that Jagan had 
misused the police force 
while in power, filing false 
cases against political oppo-
nents but was now making 
irresponsible remarks against 
the same police. Kotamred-
dy questioned whether Jagan 
had not tortured MP Raghur-
ama Krishnamraju in custo-
dy, yet now he was speaking 
against the police. He asserted 
that Jagan lacked respect for 
democracy and that his com-

ments on the police should be 
taken seriously.
Kotamreddy also criticized 
Jagan’s recent visit to Vam-
si, calling it a meeting of two 
jail-bound leaders. He claimed 
that Jagan had betrayed his 
own family and was now day-
dreaming about returning to 
power, which was impossible.
Kotamreddy further criticized 
Jagan’s associates, stating 
that those who had disre-
spected women in the Assem-
bly should be ashamed. He re-
minded the public of Vamsi’s 
past comments against Chan-
drababu Naidu and his wife 
and called out Kodali Nani for 
his behavior.
City councilors Mamidala 
Madhu, Pitti Satya Kuvvarapu 
Balaji, Sheikh Zaheer, Moyud-
din, Thambi Sujan, Shahid, Pi-
rigala Naveen, Vinukula Sud-
hakar, and other TDP leaders 
were present at the event.

TPN Correspondent 
P. Gannavaram, Feb 20
The road from Ambajipet Center to P. Gan-
navaram three-road junction is under-
going reconstruction using modern lime 
stabilization technology to address sag-
ging issues.
While the BT road from Ambajipet Center 
to Potavaram has already been complet-
ed, a 360-meter stretch near Potavaram 
had sunk, requiring a more advanced 
construction approach. To ensure long-

term stability, the entire road section has 
been excavated to a depth of one meter, 
and the lime stabilization method is be-

ing implemented.
As part of this process, a layer of lime-
stone powder is laid on the excavated sur-
face and compacted using a procleaner. 
Following this, black gravel will be placed 
in layers to reinforce the road structure 
and prevent future sinking.
According to R&B DEE G. Rajendra, this 
method will strengthen the foundation, 
ensuring greater durability and stability 
of the road for years to come.

Case Must Be Filed Against Jagan for Insulting 
Police – Kotamreddy

Sagging Road Reconstructed Using Lime Stabilization

TPN Correspondent 
Salur, Feb 20
District Medical and Health Officer Dr. S. 
Bhaskara Rao has directed private hospitals 
to strictly follow the rules set by the Medi-
cal and Health Department. As part of this, 
he conducted surprise inspections on private 
hospitals and scanning centers in Salur on 
Wednesday.
Dr. Bhaskara Rao inspected Philadelphia Lep-
rosy Hospital, Jyoti Hospital and Scanning 
Centers, and Lakshmi Diagnostic Center in 
Mamidipalli. He reviewed their registration 

and renewal certificates, verified hospital re-
cords, and instructed that patient details be 
properly documented. Lab records and med-
ical test details were also examined, with 
hospitals directed to clearly display health 
check-up information for patients.
The biomedical waste management system 
was inspected, and hospitals were instruct-
ed to strictly follow disposal guidelines. The 
scanning centers were checked for compli-
ance with the PCPNDT Act, including proper 
record-keeping of pregnant women’s scans 
in Form F and the display of required posters.

Dr. Bhaskara Rao emphasized that an anes-
thesia doctor must be available for surgical 
procedures, and fire safety measures should 
be in place with staff trained in equipment 
handling. He also directed hospitals to dis-
play health awareness posters.
The DM&HO warned that strict action will be 
taken against hospitals found violating the 
health department’s guidelines.
Health Office officials Demo V. Sanyasirao, 
Y. Yogeeshwara Reddy, CC Srinivasa Rao, and 
others accompanied him during the inspec-
tions.

Private Hospitals Must Adhere to Health Department Rules: DM&HO
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Green Buildings: Redefining Urban 
Sustainability and Cutting Carbon Footprints

Did you know that buildings ac-
count for nearly 40% of global en-
ergy use and a third of greenhouse 
gas emissions? While they sym-
bolize modernity and progress, our 
towering malls, corporate offic-
es, and high-rise complexes come 
with a hidden cost: massive energy 
consumption and environmental 
degradation. India, as one of the 
fastest-urbanizing nations, stands 
at a critical juncture. How we 
choose to design and build will de-
termine whether our cities thrive 
sustainably or crumble under their 
ecological footprint. The solution? 
Green buildings. These structures 
are not just eco-friendly—they are 
trans-formative, reducing carbon 
footprints while redefining how 
we coexist with nature.

Green Buildings: A 
Sustainable Alternative

Green buildings are more than 
just environmentally conscious 
structures. They create healthier, 
cost-effective, and energy-efficient 
spaces without compromising aes-
thetics or comfort. Here’s how they 
achieve this:

1. Energy Efficiency: Cutting 
Carbon, Saving Costs
Smart Design: Green buildings 
maximize natural ventilation and 
daylight, minimizing the need 
for air conditioning and artificial 
lighting.
Efficient Systems: With advanced 
HVAC systems, LED lighting, and 
automated energy controls, these 
buildings cut energy consumption 
by up to 30%, significantly reduc-
ing carbon emissions.

2. Harnessing Nature: 
Powering Buildings 
Sustainably

Solar Power: Rooftop solar panels 
generate clean energy, reducing 
electricity demand. For instance, 
a green office building in Banga-
lore offsets 40% of its energy needs 
through rooftop solar alone.
Geothermal and Wind Energy: In-
novative systems tap into renew-
able sources to power operations 
sustainably, cutting reliance on 
fossil fuels.

3. Eco-Friendly Materials: 
Building Responsibly
Low-Carbon Alternatives: Mate-

rials like recycled steel, bamboo, 
and fly ash bricks drastically re-
duce emissions compared to con-
ventional options.
Durability and Affordability: These 
materials are not only sustainable 
but also cost-effective in the long 
run, making them ideal for large-
scale adoption.

4. Natural Carbon 
Sequestration: Turning 
Buildings into Carbon Sinks
Green Roofs and Vertical Gardens: 
These features absorb CO₂, cool the 
air, and mitigate urban heat, cre-
ating healthier environments for 
city dwellers.
Landscaping: Thoughtful tree 
planting enhances air quality and 
establishes cooler microclimates 
around buildings.

5. Waste and Water 
Management: Closing the 
Loop
Rainwater Harvesting: Green 
buildings capture and store rain-
water, reducing dependency on 
municipal supplies.
Greywater Recycling: Treated 
wastewater is reused for irriga-
tion and cleaning, slashing water 
waste by up to 50%.

Corporate Sustainability 
and ESG: The Added Value
Green buildings are not just an en-
vironmental necessity; they are 
also a strategic advantage in the 
age of ESG (Environmental, Social, 
and Governance).
LEED Certification: Globally recog-
nized, LEED certification enhances 
a building’s marketability while 
improving energy efficiency and 
lowering operational costs.
GRI Ratings: The Global Report-
ing Initiative framework provides 
transparency in sustainability ef-
forts, building investor trust.
Demand in ESG Roles: As corpora-
tions prioritize sustainability, the 
demand for experts in ESG compli-
ance, green building design, and 
sustainable urban planning has 
surged.
Business Benefits: Companies with 
green buildings report lower util-
ity costs, improved employee pro-
ductivity, and stronger reputations 
among eco-conscious consumers.
By integrating sustainability into 
business models, organizations 

not only fulfill environmental ob-
ligations but also strengthen their 
long-term profitability.

India’s Role in the Green 
Building Movement
India is already showcasing its 
potential in sustainable construc-
tion. Iconic projects such as the ITC 
Green Center in Gurgaon, Infos-
ys campuses, and the CII-Sohrabji 
Godrej Green Business Centre are 
leading the charge, demonstrating 
that sustainability and innovation 
go hand in hand.
However, the scale of adoption is 
still limited. To realize the true po-
tential of green architecture, India 
must:
• Incentivize Green Practices: 

Governments can encourage 
adoption through tax bene-
fits, subsidies, and low-in-
terest loans for green con-
struction projects.

• Strengthen Building Codes: 
Enforce the Energy Conserva-
tion Building Code (ECBC) to 
ensure all new constructions 
meet green standards.

• Raise Awareness: Educate 
builders, architects, and 
homeowners about the envi-
ronmental and economic ad-
vantages of green buildings.

A Call to Action

Every building constructed today 
is an opportunity to combat cli-
mate change. By choosing green 
architecture, we can create urban 
spaces that are energy-efficient, 
resource-conscious, and environ-
mentally friendly.

Imagine a city where buildings 
produce more energy than they 
consume, where green rooftops 
cool the air, and where clean wa-
ter flows freely through innovative 
recycling systems. This vision is 
not a distant dream—it is a tangi-
ble future we can create together.

As India races toward modern-
ization, green buildings offer a 
path to sustainable urban growth. 
They are not just structures; they 
are commitments to a healthier 
planet. The time to act is now. By 
prioritizing sustainable practic-
es, we ensure a legacy of progress 
that benefits both people and the 
planet.

Reviving Heritage: 
Embrace Religious Tourism 

in the Himalayas
The Himalayas, often referred to as both a divine gift and a natural marvel, stand 
as a profound source of spirituality and inspiration. This majestic mountain range, 
known for its towering peaks, lush valleys, and serene rivers, is not only a geo-
graphical wonder but also a spiritual sanctuary. Home to numerous sacred sites, 
each steeped in history and reverence, the Himalayas serve as a treasure trove of 
cultural heritage. It is indeed a privilege for India to have such a magnificent land-
scape, offering solace and divine inspiration to countless pilgrims and travelers 
alike.
Despite its unparalleled beauty and spiritual significance, the potential of religious 
tourism in the Himalayas has been largely overlooked, especially since India’s 
independence. Successive governments, particularly during Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
tenure, downplayed the importance of temple and religious tourism, prioritizing 
pseudo-secular ideologies over the rich spiritual heritage of the country. The im-
mense potential of sacred sites for promoting economic growth through religious 
tourism has been largely ignored, depriving the hill regions of vital development 
and recognition.
Now, it is time to reclaim our cultural heritage and actively promote religious tour-
ism. This would not only honor India’s traditions but also generate economic ben-
efits for the region. By fostering temple tourism, the local communities in the hill 
regions can benefit through job creation, improved livelihoods, and infrastructure 
development. The Uttarakhand government has a unique opportunity to take the 
lead in this initiative, starting with the upcoming Saraswati Pushkaralu event, 
which is set to take place from May 15 to 26, 2025, in Mana village, near the revered 
Badrinath.
The Saraswati Pushkaralu, celebrated once every 12 years, honors the Saraswati 
River, revered as the goddess of knowledge, wisdom, and the arts. Devotees be-
lieve that bathing in the river’s sacred waters during the festival cleanses sins and 
brings divine blessings. The festival holds immense spiritual significance, as it 
provides a chance for pilgrims to honor Goddess Saraswati, purify their souls, and 
seek blessings for knowledge and success. It is also a time for performing prayers, 
meditation, and sacred rituals, drawing pilgrims from all over India.
To ensure the success of the Saraswati Pushkaralu, the Uttarakhand government 
must implement a well-structured plan to accommodate the influx of pilgrims. 
This plan should include improving infrastructure, providing transportation and 
accommodation options, and ensuring smooth access to pilgrimage sites. Promot-
ing the event through media channels, including newspapers, and establishing 
dedicated helplines at key travel points like New Delhi railway station and airports 
will further assist travelers. By taking these steps, the government can ensure a 
seamless and enriching experience for devotees, while simultaneously boosting 
religious tourism and the local economy.
With its cultural and spiritual richness, the Himalayas stand as an ideal destina-
tion for religious tourism. By embracing and promoting these sacred traditions, 
India can preserve its heritage, support local communities, and foster spiritual 
growth for generations to come.

Graduates' MLC Elections - The Future of the Government Education System!
A Time for Every Voter to Reflect
The ongoing Graduates' MLC elections are not 
just about voting; they are an opportunity to re-
shape the government's education policy. Over 
the past decade, governments have spent bil-
lions on the education system, yet why do or-
dinary people still prefer private schools? Why 
do the children of government officials and pub-
lic representatives stay away from government 
schools? Do they not trust government schools 
themselves?

The Reality: High Costs – Low Results

Annual expenditure per student: It costs around 
₹90,000 to ₹1,00,000 per student in government 
schools.
Why do parents lack trust? Quality issues, lack 
of facilities, doubts over teachers' efficiency – all 
these factors are pushing people away from gov-
ernment schools.
Do government officials and public representa-
tives send their children to government schools?

If an ordinary citizen cannot trust government 
schools for their children's future, why don’t 
those running the government send their chil-
dren to these schools?

Does this indicate a lack of confidence in the 
government education system?
If this continues, the government education sys-
tem is bound to become ineffective.

Before voting for candidates in these 
MLC elections, ask these questions:
• What is your plan to improve the stan-

dard of government schools?
• What steps will you take to strengthen 

the government education system?
• Will you make an effort to provide at least 

private school-level facilities in every gov-
ernment school?

• What measures will you take to improve 
the attendance and teaching quality of 
government teachers?

• What actions will you take to increase 
trust in government schools?

What is our responsibility as 
graduates?

These elections should not be just about politics; 
they must shape the future of our children. If we 
elect incapable leaders again, the government 
education system will only deteriorate further. If 
a candidate does not clearly communicate these 
issues to the public, we should not support their 
candidacy. This time, graduates must think be-
fore casting their votes – let’s choose a candidate 
who will bring change for the future of our chil-
dren, not just with words, but with actions!

Dr. Peteti Seshabala
(Environmental Expert)
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• $10 billion investment in India across key sectors 
• QIA to open an office in India for smooth execution 
• Leaders discuss Free Trade Agreement and condemn terrorism.

TPN Correspondent | New Delhi

Qatar has committed to a signifi-
cant $10 billion investment in India, 
as announced in a joint statement 
following a high-level meeting 
between Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Qatar’s Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani on Feb-
ruary 18, 2025, in New Delhi.  

The investment, which amounts 
to approximately Rs 85,000 crore, 
marks a major step in strengthen-
ing the bilateral ties between the 
two nations. The two leaders also 
discussed potential collaborations 
on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) be-
tween India and Qatar, signaling a 
further deepening of economic and 
trade relations.  

The statement highlighted that 
the investment would be directed 
towards key sectors including in-
frastructure, technology, manufac-
turing, food security, logistics, and 
hospitality. To ensure smooth exe-
cution of these investments, the Qa-
tar Investment Authority (QIA) will 

open an office in India.  

This collaboration is seen as a reflec-
tion of the growing economic part-
nership between the two countries, 
with Qatar seeking to enhance its 

presence in India's rapidly expand-
ing market. Both leaders also con-
demned terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations, underscoring 
their commitment to regional peace 
and stability.

"If Forced, We Can Be Aggressive 
Too": Army Chief On Pakistan

TPN Correspondent | New Delhi

Indian Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi has stated that India’s stance toward 
Pakistan, particularly along the Line of Control (LoC), has become significantly 
more assertive since 2014. In an exclusive interview with ANI, General Dwivedi 
conveyed that India’s communication with Pakistan now makes it clear that any 
provocation would be met with a robust response.

"We have been clear that we will be assertive in our communication and, if need-
ed, aggressive," General Dwivedi said, emphasizing India’s resolve in protecting 
its interests. The Army Chief underscored that both sides have understood India’s 
commitment to its security and its intent to act when provoked.

A key point in General Dwivedi’s interview was his assessment of the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) following the abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019. 
He noted that the revocation had significantly reduced the number of terrorists 
and local recruits in the region, while eliminating the confusion among the peo-
ple about their identity. 

“The recruitment has reduced. Local terrorist numbers have gone down,” he ex-
plained. He further explained how the abrogation helped resolve the identity cri-
sis, with children now clearly identifying as part of India, symbolized by their 
choice to draw the Indian flag in school.

General Dwivedi also highlighted the security forces’ collaborative efforts, includ-
ing the theme of "terrorism to tourism," which he sees as having brought success. 
With over five lakh pilgrims participating in the Amarnath Yatra, a figure previ-
ously unheard of, the Army Chief noted that efforts to foster development in the 
region are yielding positive results.

In First "Green Budget", 
Rajasthan Announces 1.25 Lakh 

Government Jobs
TPN Correspondent | Jaipur

Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister and Finance Minister, Diya Kumari, has un-
veiled the state's first "green budget," placing a strong emphasis on climate 
change adaptation, environmental sustainability, and large-scale infrastruc-
ture development. The budget aims to steer Rajasthan toward becoming a 
$350 billion economy by 2030.

In her 138-minute budget speech, Diya Kumari announced several key mea-
sures, starting with an ambitious plan to generate employment opportunities. 
The state plans to recruit 1.25 lakh government jobs in the coming year, with 
an additional 1.5 lakh jobs expected in the private sector. To further promote 
youth employment, Rajasthan will implement the Rajasthan Employment 
Policy 2025.

The budget also sets an estimated revenue receipt of Rs 2,94,536.49 crore for 
2025-26, with revenue expenditure projected at Rs 3,25,545 crore, resulting in 
a revenue deficit of Rs 31,009.41 crore and a fiscal deficit of Rs 84,643 crore, 
equaling 4.25% of the state's Gross Domestic Product (GSDP).

Infrastructure development is another major focus. The Finance Minister 
announced the creation of a New Aero City near Kota Airport and the im-
provement of 29 airstrips across the state. Rs 250 crore has been allocated to 
improve Jaipur's traffic system, and Rs 12,000 crore has been earmarked for 
expanding metro services. An ambitious plan for developing 9 GreenField Ex-
pressways will receive Rs 60,000 crore in funding.

Rajasthan is also prioritizing renewable energy. Households installing solar 
plants will receive 150 free electricity units per month, and Rs 250 crore has 
been allocated for the Green Aravalli Development Project. To enhance energy 
production, the state will add 6,400 MW in 2025-26 and introduce new agricul-
tural and domestic connections.

Water availability is a key concern, with new water connections planned for 
20 lakh households. The budget also includes provisions for the industrial sec-
tor, including the establishment of the Rajasthan Mineral Exploration Compa-
ny and the Center of Excellence for Mines and Minerals.

As Kashmir's Achabal Spring Runs Dry, CM Omar Abdullah 
Raises Alarm on Water Scarcity

TPN Correspondent| J&K

An emotional video of an elderly 
woman mourning the drying up of 
Achabal Spring in Kashmir’s Anant-
nag district has struck a chord with 
many across social media. In the 
video, the woman is seen address-
ing the once vibrant spring, asking, 
“Oh divine spring, where have you 
disappeared, my dear?” 

Achabal Spring, located in the fa-
mous Mughal Garden, was built in 
the 17th century by Emperor Jahan-
gir's wife, Noor Jahan. For centuries, 
the spring has been a significant 
source of water and a symbol of the 
region's rich heritage. Locals say 
the spring has never run dry before, 
making its current condition all the 
more heartbreaking for those who 
have lived with its continuous flow.

In the video, the elderly woman 
cries out to the spring in despair, 
"Oh divine spring, why have you 
stopped giving us water? What have 
we done to you? Come back to life... 
Oh Allah, let the water gush forth 
once more." Her heartfelt plea, cou-
pled with her emotional appeal, has 
resonated with countless people 
who are saddened by the loss of this 
natural treasure.

Tamil Nadu Ready 
For Language War": 
Udhayanidhi Stalin 

Amid Row Over Hindi

TPN Correspondent | Chennai

The ongoing battle between Tamil 
Nadu’s ruling DMK and the BJP es-
calated on Tuesday, fueled by the 
center's proposed three-language 
policy and accusations of Hindi im-
position. Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin sparked fresh ten-
sions by stating, "States that accept 
Hindi lose their mother tongue," 
and declaring that Tamil Nadu was 
prepared for a "language war" over 
the issue.

Mr. Stalin’s remarks were a di-
rect challenge to Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's 
stance, which had linked the state's 
eligibility for around Rs 2,400 crore 
in funding for the Samagra Sik-
sha mission to its adoption of the 
National Education Policy (NEP), 
which includes the controversial 
three-language formula. This poli-
cy advocates the teaching of Hindi, 
along with regional languages and 
English, in schools across India.

Stalin also reiterated a criticism 
from Chief Minister MK Stalin, who 
had earlier accused Pradhan of 
"blackmail," pointing out that Tam-
il Nadu is merely seeking its due—
both in terms of education funding 
from the central government and 
the fair share of tax devolution. 

Swara Bhasker Faces Backlash Over 
'Fictionalised Torture of Hindus' 

Tweet on Chhaava Film
TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Actor Swara Bhasker’s recent post 
comparing the outrage over the fic-
tionalized torture of Hindus in the 
film Chhava to the response to the 
Mahakumbh stampede has stirred 
controversy and invited strong 
criticism. In her post on X, Bhask-
er questioned why society seemed 
more enraged over a dramatized 
depiction of the torture of Maratha 
king Sambhaji in the historical 
film Chhava than the tragic deaths 
during the stampede at the Maha-
kumbh Mela in January. The stam-
pede claimed at least 30 lives.

The movie Chhava, directed by Lax-
man Utekar and produced by Dinesh 
Vijan, is a historical action film 
about Sambhaji, Shivaji Maharaj's 
son. It portrays the brutal torture of 
Sambhaji by Mughal forces, based 
on historical accounts of his refusal 
to surrender forts or convert to Is-
lam. Vicky Kaushal plays the role of 
Sambhaji, and the film is currently 
running successfully in theaters.

In her post, Bhasker wrote, A so-
ciety that is more enraged at the 

heavily embellished partly fiction-
alized filmy torture of Hindus from 
500 years ago than they are at the 
horrendous death by stampede & 
mismanagement + then alleged JCB 
bulldozer handling of corpses – is a 
brain & soul-dead society.

Many social media users, however, 
found Bhasker's comparison offen-
sive. Journalist Swati Chaturvedi 
responded, emphasizing that there 
was nothing fictional about the tor-
ture of Sambhaji, a historical event 
that has been widely documented. 
Lawyer Jai Anant Dehradai con-
demned Bhasker’s post, accusing 
her of trivializing Sambhaji's sac-
rifice and deliberately insulting the 
sentiments of millions of Indians. 
Other users, including Rishi Bagree, 
also criticized Bhasker's post, de-
fending the film's portrayal of his-
torical events and stating that it 
didn’t even capture the full extent 
of the torture that Sambhaji en-
dured. Bhasker’s remarks came at 
a time when *Chhava* had already 
been involved in controversy due to 
a scene featuring a folk dance that 
was later removed following objec-
tions.

Oil-rich Qatar announces $10 

billion investment in India
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• Trump expands 
IVF access with 
executive order. 

• Move faces 
conservative 
backlash over 
embryo Use

• Aims to lower 
costs and improve 
availability 

TPN Correspondent |Washington

President Donald Trump took a signif-
icant step toward increasing access to 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) by signing 
an executive order aimed at reducing 
the cost and improving availability of 
the treatment. The order directs his 
advisors to provide recommendations 
within 90 days on how to protect and 
expand access to IVF, while also fo-
cusing on lowering out-of-pocket and 
insurance costs for families seeking 
fertility assistance.

“My Administration recognizes the 
importance of family formation, and 
as a nation, our public policy must 
make it easier for loving and longing 
mothers and fathers to have children,” 
the order reads. “Americans need reli-
able access to IVF and more affordable 
treatment options,” it continued.

Trump expressed confidence in the 
support of families, saying, “I think 
the women and families, husbands, 
are very appreciative of it,” during a 
press conference at his Mar-a-Lago es-
tate in Florida This move is seen as a 
surprising development from a presi-
dent whose administration has been 
aligned with conservative policies 
on issues like abortion. While Trump 
made headlines for his role in the Su-
preme Court's 2022 decision that over-
turned federal abortion protections, 
which earned him strong support 
from the anti-abortion movement, his 
support for IVF has stirred controversy 
within conservative circles.

Though IVF is praised by some as a vital 
tool for family-building, others in the 
religious right oppose the procedure, 
as it often involves creating multiple 

embryos, some of which may not be 
used. In the past, many Republicans, 
including a majority in the Senate, 
voted against guaranteeing IVF access.

The Supreme Court’s 2022 abortion 
ruling raised concerns among repro-
ductive rights advocates that IVF could 
be next on the chopping block, partic-
ularly after a court in Alabama ruled 
that frozen embryos could be consid-
ered people, leading some clinics to 
pause treatments temporarily.

With this executive order, Trump 
seems to be trying to balance his ap-
peal to conservatives with an eye to-
ward addressing broader voter con-
cerns about fertility treatments. 
However, the move may provoke oppo-
sition from those within his own par-
ty who view IVF as inconsistent with 
pro-life principles.

Poll Gives Zelensky 57% 
Approval Rating Despite 

Trump's 4% Claims

TPN Correspondent | Kyiv

A recent poll conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociolo-
gy revealed that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky enjoys an ap-
proval rating of 57%, contradicting claims made by former US President 
Donald Trump, who suggested Zelensky’s approval rating was as low as 
4%. Trump's comments, made on Tuesday, came amidst his call for presi-
dential elections in Ukraine, a process that is currently banned under the 
country’s martial law.

Trump’s assertion that Zelensky’s popularity had plummeted to just 4% 
was widely criticized, as the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology’s poll, 
which surveyed 1,000 people, found that 57% of respondents expressed 
trust in the Ukrainian leader. Only 37% of those surveyed disapproved, 
with the remaining respondents being undecided. The poll also indicated 
a 5% increase in trust for Zelensky compared to December, despite the on-
going military challenges Ukraine faces due to the war with Russia.

Zelensky's approval ratings had skyrocketed to 90% in March 2022, shortly 
after Russia’s invasion, as Ukrainians rallied behind their president during 
the early stages of the conflict. Despite setbacks, the poll’s authors noted 
that Zelensky continues to retain a relatively high level of trust from the 
Ukrainian public.

Trump’s remarks align with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s assertions 
that Zelensky is not the legitimate president of Ukraine. However, the 
Ukrainian constitution, while restricting presidents to a five-year term, 
allows for an extension until a successor is elected, which has led to de-
bates over Zelensky’s term during the ongoing war. Zelensky himself has 
argued that holding elections is currently impractical due to the war, the 
large number of Ukrainians either fighting or living abroad, and the sig-
nificant security risks involved.

The authors of the poll noted that most Ukrainians believe elections should 
be held only after the war concludes. Despite the contrast in approval fig-
ures, it remains unclear how Trump arrived at the 4% rating, with Russian 
political analysts speculating that it reflects Trump’s disregard for factual 
accuracy.

Mumbai, Kolkata Vulnerable? NASA Says 
Chances Of 'City-Killer' Asteroid Hitting Earth 

TPN Correspondent | Tel Aviv

NASA has increased the likelihood of 
asteroid 2024 YR4 colliding with Earth 
to 3.1 percent, tracking its trajectory as 
the asteroid continues its orbit. While 
the risk remains low, the potential 
impact corridor of 2024 YR4 spans sev-
eral regions, including the eastern Pa-
cific Ocean, northern South America, 
the Atlantic Ocean, Africa, the Arabian 
Sea, and South Asia. This trajectory 
puts some of the world’s most popu-

lated cities at risk, including Mum-
bai, Kolkata, Dhaka, Bogotá, Abidjan, 
Lagos, and Khartoum, which together 
house over 110 million people.

Astronomers have labeled 2024 YR4 as 
a "city-killer" asteroid, meaning that 
while its impact would not threaten 
the planet as a whole, it could cause 
devastating damage to a city. NASA’s 
predictions were updated from an 
earlier 2.3% chance of collision, with a 
revised risk probability for a potential 

impact on December 22, 2032.

NASA has been monitoring the as-
teroid using ground-based telescopes 
from the International Asteroid Warn-
ing Network, and while it is visible 
through April, it will become too faint 
to observe until around June 2028. The 
asteroid’s size is estimated to be be-
tween 130 and 300 feet wide, and its 
composition appears typical, without 
rare metals. If it does not hit Earth, 
experts predict it could explode mid-
air with the force of approximately 
eight megatons of TNT, over 500 times 
the power of the Hiroshima bomb.

NASA’s report noted that while the 
risk of impact is still extremely low, 
the asteroid’s path will be better un-
derstood as more data becomes avail-
able. It is also possible that 2024 YR4 
could be ruled out as a threat, as 
many objects in the past have been 
after further analysis. The asteroid 
was first identified on December 27, 
2024, by the NASA-funded Asteroid 
Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System 
in Chile and quickly made it to NA-
SA’s Sentry risk list on December 31, 
2024.

Elon Musk uncovers ‘biggest 
fraud in (US) history’: Is there 

any truth to it?
TPN Correspondent | Washington

Billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk has once again stirred controver-
sy, claiming that his Department of Government Efficiency (Doge) has 
uncovered massive fraud within the U.S. Social Security Administration 
(SSA). According to Musk, millions of payments are being made to indi-
viduals over 150 years old, which he dubbed “the biggest fraud in history.”

Musk made these claims during a February 11 press conference in the 
Oval Office, where he stated that a "cursory examination of Social Secu-
rity" revealed "crazy things." He specifically pointed to records showing 
individuals who appeared to be 150 years old. "Now, do you know anyone 
who’s 150? I don’t, OK. They should be in the Guinness Book of World Re-
cords. I think they’re probably dead, or they should be very famous," Musk 
remarked.

His comments quickly went viral on social media, especially on his plat-
form X, but have since been widely questioned by experts. A closer exam-
ination of the situation suggests that Musk's interpretation may be based 
on a misunderstanding of the SSA’s aging technology systems.

The core issue lies with the outdated COBOL programming language used 
by the SSA, which has been in operation for decades. Experts in computer 
programming explain that COBOL lacks a built-in date type, which can 
cause errors in the recording of birthdates. Specifically, when SSA records 
are missing or incomplete, they are often assigned a default reference 
date of May 20, 1875. This leads to an anomaly where individuals with 
missing or incorrect birthdates appear to be over 150 years old.

Hamas Proposes Large-Scale Hostage Release 
for Permanent Ceasefire with Israel

TPN Correspondent | Israil

Hamas has presented a significant 
proposal in the ongoing ceasefire talks 
with Israel, offering to release all re-
maining captives in the Gaza Strip in 
one large-scale exchange. This propos-
al is contingent on securing a lasting 
ceasefire and the complete withdraw-
al of Israeli forces from Gaza. Hazem 
Qassem, a spokesman for Hamas, em-
phasized the group's commitment to 
this plan, stating, “We are ready for a 
second phase in which the prisoners 
will be exchanged in one go, within 
the criterion of reaching an agree-
ment that leads to a permanent cease-
fire and a complete withdrawal from 
the Strip.”

This offer represents a crucial devel-
opment in the negotiations, as Hamas 
seeks not only the release of captives 
but also the end of Israel's military 
presence in Gaza. The group, however, 
rejected Israel's demand for its disar-

mament and removal from Gaza, dis-
missing such requests as part of a “ri-
diculous psychological war.” Qassem 
further stressed that the withdrawal 
or disarmament of Hamas from Gaza 
is unacceptable.

In a move to demonstrate its com-
mitment to the negotiation process, 
Hamas has agreed to increase the 
number of captives to be freed during 
the next exchange on Saturday, from 
three to six. The Hostages and Missing 

Families Forum wel-
comed the decision, 
expressing profound 
joy at the return of 
Eliya Cohen, Tal Sho-
ham, Omer Shem Tov, 
Omer Wenkert, Hish-
am Al-Sayed, and Ave-
ra Mengistu. Hamas 
made this adjust-
ment in response to 
requests from media-
tors and to show their 

seriousness in upholding the terms of 
the agreement.

The proposal comes as U.S. President 
Donald Trump voiced opposition to a 
phased release of hostages, advocating 
for all captives to be freed simultane-
ously, a sentiment echoed by the fam-
ilies of the remaining hostages. Mean-
while, the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza continues to worsen, with the 
death toll surpassing 61,000, as report-
ed by Gaza's Ministry of Health.

Trump Signs Executive Order To 

Expanding Access To IVF Treatments
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The domestic stock mar-
ket ended flat today. They 
recovered for the second 
consecutive day. The in-
dices, which started with 
gains in the morning, 
soon went into heavy loss-
es. They recovered again with bet-
ter signals from global markets and 
heavyweights standing firm. Bank-
ing, finance, media, metal and realty 
shares stood firm and ended flat. Nif-
ty may move at 23,000 and Sensex at 
75,600 for a few more days.

The BSE Sensex, which closed at 
75,967 in the previous session, start-
ed at 75,787 on Wednesday. It touched 
an intraday low of 75,581. It reached 
an intraday high of 76,338. It finally 

closed at 75,939, with a loss 
of 28 points. The NSE Nif-
ty, which opened at 22,847, 
touched a low of 22,814 and 
a high of 23,049. It closed at 
22,932, down 12 points. The 
Nifty Bank rose 482 points to 

settle at 49,570.

In the Nifty50, 25 companies gained 
while 25 lost. BEL, Hindalco, Eicher 
Motors, Axis Bank, LT were the top 
gainers. Dr. Reddy's, TCS, Infosys, 
Hindustan Unilever, Adani Enter-
prises lost the most. Bank, finance, 
media, metal, realty, consumer du-
rables, O&G shares rose. IT, pharma, 
healthcare shares lost.

Market breadth in NSE today is in 

favor of buyers. 2879 stocks traded 
with gains of 2025. 800 lost. 19 shares 
hit 52-week highs. 361 shares hit 52-
week lows.

Rupee settles at 96.95 against dollar. 
UPL, Kotak Mahindra shares hit 52-
week highs today. StarHealth hits 
all-time high of Rs. 389. Intense Tech-
nologies Intelligence gets patent for 
data processing efficiency. Gujarat 
Ambuja Exports completes 25% stake 
acquisition in Mize Sitchem. Thom-
as Cook India signs MoU with Korea 
Tourism Organization. Arham Tech-
nologies gets order from Atal Nagar 
Vikas Pradhikaran. Sadhav Shipping 
Limited has received an order from 
Pradeep Port Authority.

Hindalco Industries
 Hindalco remains a key player in 
India’s met-
als sector, 
particularly 
in aluminum 
production. 
Despite glob-
al volatility 
and fluctu-
ating commodity prices, the compa-
ny’s diversified product portfolio and 
operational efficiencies help main-
tain steady cash flows. Investors are 
watching input cost trends and glob-
al demand, keeping a cautious but 
moderately positive outlook for the 
long term.

ICICI Bank

 ICICI Bank continues to be a leader 
in the private banking sector. It bene-
fits from strong digital initiatives, an 
expanding retail loan portfolio, and 
improved asset quality. The bank’s 
consistent profit growth and robust 
risk management have made it a 
staple blue-chip in the financial sec-
tor, with an optimistic medium-term 
outlook as credit demand recovers.

Zomato
Zomato, the leading food delivery 
platform, has shown robust revenue 
growth driven by increased market 
penetration 
and diver-
sified offer-
ings. How-
ever, high 
operating ex-
penses and 
intense com-
petition have 
kept profitability in check. The com-
pany’s push into quick commerce 
and technology-driven efficiency 
improvements are expected to help it 
overcome short-term challenges, al-
though investor sentiment remains 
mixed.

Wipro
Wipro has demonstrated resilience 
amid global IT spending uncertain-
ties. With a diversi-
fied client base and 
strong execution in 
digital transforma-
tion and cloud ser-
vices, Wipro contin-
ues to record steady 
revenue growth and improving mar-
gins. The company is well-positioned 
to benefit from the ongoing demand 
for digital solutions, despite potential 
short-term headwinds from macro-
economic factors.

BSE Ltd.
 BSE Ltd., the operator of the Bom-
bay Stock Exchange, is a critical bell-
wether for India's equity market. The 
company has leveraged technology to 
boost trading volumes and investor 
participation, and its strong balance 
sheet underpins future growth. As 
market liquidity improves and more 
investors turn to digital platforms, 
BSE is poised for stable long-term 
performance despite short-term 
market volatility.

Flat Close as Recovery Offsets Early Losses; Banking, 

Finance, and Realty Support Market Stability"

Salaries in India are projected to rise by 9.2% in 
2025, showing a slight decline from last year’s 
9.3%, amid global economic uncertainty and 
slower growth, according to a report by global 
professional services firm Aon plc.

Aon’s Annual Salary Increase and Turnover 
Survey 2024-25, which analyzed data from over 
1,400 companies across 45 industries, suggests 
that while global challenges continue, India’s 
economic outlook remains relatively stable. The 
survey reveals that salary increments in the 
country are expected to stabilize in 2025.

The report indicates that salary increases have 
been on a downward trend since 2022, when 
companies offered an average 10.6% increase, 
driven by the aftermath of the Great Resigna-

tion. As the economy adjusted, increments mod-
erated in 2023 and are expected to continue at a 
similar pace in 2025.

In addition, the survey highlights a significant 
decrease in attrition rates within India’s work-
force. The attrition rate dropped to 17.7% in 2024, 
down from 18.7% in 2023 and 21.4% in 2022. This 
suggests that the talent pool in India is stabiliz-
ing, as fewer employees are leaving their jobs, 
and companies are able to retain workers more 
effectively than in the past.
The findings also emphasize the larger trend 
of stability within India Inc., as companies are 
increasingly able to manage turnover and offer 
more predictable salary increments, signaling 
a shift toward more sustainable employment 
practices in a volatile global economy.

Salaries in India to Increase by 9.2% 

in 2025 Amid Global Uncertainty

SBI Research has revised India’s GDP growth 
forecast for FY25 to 6.3%, slightly below the 
National Statistical Office’s (NSO) projection 
of 6.4%. According to SBI's analysis, the coun-
try saw growth rates of 6.7% and 5.4% in the 
first and second quarters of FY25, respective-
ly, with Q3 expected to show a growth range 
of 6.2% to 6.3%.

The research highlights positive momen-
tum in the economy, with the majority of 
states showing improved capital expenditure 
(capex) in Q3. This development indicates a 
broader effort by regional governments to 
boost infrastructure investments and con-
tribute to the overall economic performance.

SBI's findings also point to encouraging signs 
in manufacturing, with the Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP) for the sector showing 

favorable growth. The bank’s own SBI Index, 
which tracks various economic indicators, 
also indicates positive trends in both domes-
tic and global contexts.

The growth estimates suggest that while In-
dia’s economy is on track for moderate ex-
pansion, the slightly lower prediction by SBI 
compared to the official NSO forecast reflects 
challenges such as external economic pres-
sures and domestic structural adjustments. 
Nevertheless, the report underscores a gen-
erally optimistic outlook, supported by both 
government spending and industrial growth.

India’s economic performance in Q4 will 
be crucial in determining whether the GDP 
growth will meet or fall short of the NSO's ex-
pectations for FY25. 

SBI Research Predicts India's 

GDP Growth at 6.3% for FY25

The Indian rupee fell by 8 paise to 
86.96 against the US dollar in early 
trade on Tuesday, primarily due to 
sustained foreign fund outflows and 
a weak performance in domestic eq-
uities. This marks the ongoing nega-
tive trend for the currency, reflecting 
broader challenges in the domestic 
market.

Forex traders attribute the rupee’s 
depreciation to persistent selling by 
foreign investors in the Indian stock 
market. This has been compounded 
by a gradual reduction in the sup-
port from the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI). Despite the central bank's inter-
ventions, the rupee faces pressure as 

foreign investors continue to pull out 
funds.

The rupee opened at 86.94 against the 
dollar in the interbank foreign ex-
change market and soon slipped fur-
ther to 86.96, showing an 8-paise de-
cline from its previous close. Analysts 
say that while the RBI’s actions and 
the absence of anticipated US tariffs 
have somewhat eased trade-related 
concerns, the domestic macroeco-
nomic environment remains fragile.

India’s economic outlook faces sever-
al hurdles, with exports continuing 
to decline for the third consecutive 
month. In January, Indian exports 

fell by 2.38% year-on-year, reaching 
$36.43 billion, a sign of weakening de-
mand in global markets. Additionally, 
the trade deficit for the month wid-
ened significantly to $22.99 billion, 
signaling ongoing challenges in bal-
ancing the nation’s trade account.

The persistent pressure on the rupee 
and the macroeconomic issues reflect 
the complex economic environment 
in India, which faces rising concerns 
of capital outflows, trade imbalances, 
and subdued global demand. Analysts 
suggest that until there is a shift in 
these fundamental factors, the rupee 
is likely to remain under pressure in 
the near term.

Rupee Depreciates 8 Paise to 86.96 Against US Dollar Amid Persistent Outflows
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WhatsApp Faces Stricter Rules Under EU’s 

Digital Services Act After Surge in User Base

Uber Ditches Commissions for 
Auto-Rickshaw Drivers  Introduces 

Subscription Model

Your Feet Reveal Hidden Health Issues: 

Expert Insights on Foot Health

Retired IFS Officer 
Shares Striking Image 

of Tiger Guarding 
Anti-Poaching Camp

**Cat and Sheep Win 
“Couple of the Year” 

Contest At Ukraine Zoo

WhatsApp could soon face tighter 
regulations under the European 

Union’s Digital Services Act (DSA) fol-
lowing an increase in its user base. The 
popular messaging platform, owned by 
Meta, recently reported a surge in usage, 
which may lead to the company being 
subjected to stricter oversight.

Meta’s latest filing, dated February 14, 
reveals that WhatsApp Channels aver-
aged approximately 46.8 million month-
ly active users in the second half of 2024. 
WhatsApp Channels function as feeds 
within the platform, most of which are 
operated by news outlets, public figures, 
and organizations to engage with their 

audiences.
The surge in WhatsApp Channels’ user 
base puts the platform under closer 
scrutiny, as the DSA applies more strin-
gent rules to platforms with large user 
bases. Under the new regulations, com-
panies like Meta are required to take ad-
ditional measures to ensure user safe-
ty, prevent illegal content, and improve 
transparency, among other provisions.
WhatsApp’s growing influence, particu-
larly through its Channels feature, sig-
nals a potential shift in the platform’s 
role within the digital ecosystem. With 
increasing use, especially among media 
and public figures, WhatsApp could soon 
face higher levels of regulation to main-
tain its compliance with EU standards.
The Digital Services Act, which came into 
effect in 2022, aims to make the internet 
safer and more transparent by impos-
ing rigorous responsibilities on major 
online platforms. WhatsApp, alongside 
other large digital platforms, will need 
to navigate these new rules carefully to 
avoid penalties and ensure it operates in 
line with EU regulations.

Uber has announced a major change 
for auto-rickshaw drivers in India, 

eliminating its commission fees and re-
placing them with a subscription mod-
el. In a blog post on Tuesday, February 
18, the ride-hailing giant revealed that 
drivers will now keep 100% of the fares 
earned through the platform.
Previously, Uber charged a commission 
on each fare, which resulted in drivers 
receiving only a portion of the total fare. 
However, with this new model, driv-
ers will no longer face deductions from 
Uber. Instead, the company will charge a 
subscription fee for using the platform, 
allowing drivers to retain the full fare 
amount paid by passengers.
The shift to a subscription-based struc-
ture is designed to offer more earnings 
stability for auto-rickshaw drivers, par-
ticularly during times of fluctuating de-
mand. Uber’s move comes as part of its 
broader efforts to improve relationships 
with drivers and enhance the overall 
driver experience.
Uber’s decision to move away from com-

missions is seen as a positive step by 
many auto-rickshaw drivers who often 
struggled with the impact of commis-
sion deductions on their earnings. Now, 
they will benefit from a predictable cost 
structure that allows them to keep the 
entire fare for their services.
The change is expected to have a signifi-

cant impact on Uber’s presence in India’s 
auto-rickshaw market, where it com-
petes with local ride-hailing services. By 
giving drivers greater financial control, 
Uber hopes to foster better relations with 
its driver community while ensuring the 
platform’s long-term growth in the Indi-
an market.

Big cats have always been a 
source of fascination for wild-

life enthusiasts and social media 
users alike, thanks to their im-
pressive strength, agility, and 
majestic presence. From their 
swift hunting tactics to their re-
gal dominance in the wild, these 
apex predators never fail to cap-
ture the imagination of viewers. 
Recently, a retired Indian Forest 
Service (IFS) officer took to so-
cial media to share a captivating 
image of one such tiger, show-
casing its natural prowess and 
unexpected role in the forest eco-
system.
On Tuesday, IFS officer Susanta 
Nanda shared a striking photo 
on X (formerly Twitter), featur-
ing a tiger seated calmly at the 
entrance of an anti-poaching 
camp in the deep forest. The im-
age shows the tiger in a relaxed 
yet vigilant stance, seemingly 
guarding the premises and keep-
ing a watchful eye on its sur-
roundings.
In his post, Nanda humorously 
referred to the tiger as the “origi-
nal guard” of the forest, adding a 
lighthearted touch to the impres-

sive scene. The tiger’s presence at 
the anti-poaching camp is both 
symbolic and practical—high-
lighting the role these animals 
play in maintaining the balance 
of their ecosystem and in safe-
guarding their own territories. 
This captivating image of the 
tiger not only drew attention to 
the beauty and importance of 
wildlife conservation but also 
provided a unique glimpse into 
the often unnoticed interac-
tions between big cats and the 
work being done to protect them. 
Nanda’s humorous caption add-
ed a personal touch to the post, 
allowing social media users to 
appreciate the tiger’s natural 
guard-duties while also reflect-
ing on the broader conservation 
efforts underway in India’s for-
ests.
In a world where big cats often 
become symbols of power and 
mystery, this image is a remind-
er of their crucial role in pre-
serving the wild, as well as the 
ongoing efforts to protect these 
magnificent creatures from 
poaching and habitat loss.

In a heartwarming twist, a cat 
and a sheep have won the cov-

eted “Couple of the Year” title at 
the Odessa Zoo in Ukraine, beat-
ing out other contenders such as 
lemurs, tigers, and porcupines. 
The unexpected pairing of Ma-
sazhik, the cat, and Bagel, the 
lamb, was announced as the 
winners after a thrilling com-
petition. The finalists were re-
vealed earlier this week on You-
Tube, but the final victory was 
shared with the world through a 
Facebook post by the zoo.
The unique bond between the 
two animals stood out, with the 
zoo emphasizing the extraordi-
nary companionship between 
the two different species. “The 
contest ‘Couple of the Year – 2025’ 
is over. The winners of this year 
are a pair of lambs, Bagel, and a 
cat, Masazhik,” the zoo posted on 

Facebook. “Such a combination 
of friendly relationships between 
completely different animals is 
possible only in the Odessa Zoo.”
The winners were honored 
during a special ceremony on 
Valentine’s Day, further high-
lighting the love and affection 
that transcends species in the 
animal kingdom. The zoo’s staff 
invited visitors to celebrate this 
delightful and unusual partner-
ship, showcasing the beauty of 
unexpected friendships in na-
ture.
Masazhik the cat and Bagel the 
lamb have certainly captured 
the hearts of zoo visitors and 
animal lovers around the world 
with their endearing relation-
ship, proving that sometimes the 
most unlikely duos can form the 
strongest bonds.

Your feet are more than just 
a means of transportation; 

they can serve as an import-
ant indicator of your overall 
health. Just as your eyes are 
considered the mirror of your 
soul, your feet can reflect un-
derlying health issues that 
may require immediate at-

tention. Dietitian Nidhi Gupta 
recently took to Instagram to 
highlight common health is-
sues that can first be noticed 
through changes in the feet. 
Dr. Anup Khatri, senior con-
sultant in orthopedics at Gle-
neagles Hospital, Parel, Mum-
bai, concurs, emphasizing the 

importance of recognizing the 
first signs of health problems 
through foot abnormalities. 
“It is crucial to evaluate the 
underlying cause of the issue 
and seek timely treatment,” 
Dr. Khatri said. He further ad-
vises that proper attention to 
diet, coupled with following 

prescribed treatment plans, 
is essential for maintaining 
healthy feet.
Common foot-related health 
issues that could signal more 
serious problems include 
swelling, discoloration, or 
pain in the feet, which may 
point to conditions such as 
diabetes, arthritis, or circula-
tory problems. For instance, 
diabetic patients often experi-
ence changes in foot appear-
ance due to nerve damage or 
poor blood circulation. Addi-
tionally, persistent foot pain 
could indicate issues like flat 
feet, plantar fasciitis, or even 
heart and kidney problems.
Experts agree that paying at-
tention to the feet and notic-
ing any changes is key to early 
diagnosis and treatment. It’s 
essential to seek professional 
advice if unusual symptoms 
persist. Regular check-ups 
and maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle can go a long way in 
preventing long-term compli-
cations related to foot health. 
In conclusion, while we may 
often overlook our feet, they 
provide valuable insights into 
our health. Paying attention 
to them can help detect health 
problems before they escalate.
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Pakistan’s Poor Start to Champions Trophy: 
New Zealand Won by 60 Runs

India Men’s Hockey 

Team Secures 1-0 

Victory Over World 

Champions Germany 

in FIH Hockey Pro 

League

International 

Masters League 

2025 Trophy 

Unveiled in Mumbai

The India men’s hock-
ey team bounced back 

from their previous de-
feat to Germany with a 
hard-fought 1-0 victory in 
the FIH Hockey Pro League 
2024-25 season at the Ka-
linga Hockey Stadium on 
Wednesday.
Gurjant Singh scored the 
lone goal of the match 
early in the fourth min-
ute, following a loose ball 
in Germany’s circle after 
a failed clearance by goal-
keeper Alexander Stadler. 
India played a disciplined 
defensive game, with cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh 
leading the charge. Ger-

many threatened multiple 
times, with Thies Prinz 
and Gonzalo Peillat com-
ing close to scoring, but 
Indian goalkeepers Kris-
han Bahadur Pathak and 
Suraj Karkera made cru-
cial saves.
India’s defense held firm, 
thwarting multiple Ger-
man penalty corner at-
tempts in the final min-
utes to secure the win, 
and climb to seventh in 
the standings. This victo-
ry marked India’s second 
win of the season after 
their earlier loss to Ger-
many.

Pakistan’s return to hosting an 
ICC event after almost three 

decades began with a disappoint-
ing 60-run defeat to New Zea-
land at the National Stadium in 
Karachi. The Kiwis, powered by 
centuries from Will Young (107) 
and Tom Latham (118*), posted a 
challenging total of 320/5. A late 
flourish from Glenn Phillips (61) 
further bolstered their score.
In reply, Pakistan’s chase faltered 
early, and despite a resilient 64 
from Babar Azam and 69 from 

Khushdil Shah, they were bowled 
out for 260. The Kiwi bowlers, 
led by Will O’Rourke (3/47) and 
Mitchell Santner (3/66), dominat-
ed, leaving Pakistan’s top order 
struggling. The defeat marks New 
Zealand’s fourth consecutive win 
over Pakistan in the Champions 
Trophy.
The opening ceremony of the 
tournament was a spectacular af-
fair, marking Pakistan’s first ICC 
global event since 1996.

Jeevanji Wins Gold 
in Women’s 400m 

T20 at National 
Paralympic Athletics 

Championship

Hyderabad FC and 
Mumbai City FC 

Play Out Goalless 
Draw in ISL 2024-25

The National Paralympic Ath-
letics Championship, being 

held at the Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium in Chennai, has witnessed 
remarkable performances from 
India’s top para-athletes. Orga-
nized by the Tamil Nadu Sports 
Development Authority and the 
Tamil Nadu Paralympic Sports 
Association, the event brings 
together 1,476 athletes from 30 
states and union territories, com-
peting across 155 events from Feb-
ruary 18-20.
Paris Paralympics bronze medal-
list and reigning world champi-
on, Deepthi Jeevanji, triumphed 
in the women’s 400m T20 catego-
ry, clinching gold with a time of 

57.85 seconds. Pooja from Hary-
ana won silver, clocking 1:08.21, 
while Bhuvi Agrawal of Haryana 
secured the bronze at 1:09.24.
Other standout performances in-
cluded Soman Rana, who claimed 
gold in the men’s F57 shot put, 
defeating Paris Paralympics gold 
medallist Hokato Sema. Hary-
ana’s Vikas won gold in the men’s 
long jump T45/T46/T47, while 
Nishad Kumar from Himachal 
Pradesh bagged multiple golds 
in the high jump and long jump 
events.
The ongoing championship high-
lights the incredible resilience 
and excellence of India’s pa-
ra-athletes.

The International Mas-
ters League (IML) re-

vealed its much-anticipat-
ed trophy at a special event 
held at DY Patil University. 
The event, known as Cap-
tains’ Day, saw cricket 
legends like Sachin Ten-
dulkar, Kumar Sangakka-
ra, Brian Lara, Eoin Mor-
gan, Shane Watson, and 
Jonty Rhodes (representing 
Jacques Kallis) come to-
gether to unveil the trophy 
for the inaugural edition of 
the tournament.
The IML promises a thrill-
ing experience for crick-
et fans, featuring glob-
al cricket icons leading 
their respective teams. 
The opening match of the 
league will take place on 

February 22, 2025, between 
India Masters and Sri Lan-
ka Masters at the DY Patil 
Stadium.
Cricket legends expressed 
their excitement for the 
upcoming tournament. 
Tendulkar shared his pas-
sion for the game, while 
Brian Lara and others 
highlighted their eager-
ness to reignite old rival-
ries and bring excitement 
to the fans in India, a na-
tion known for its love for 
cricket.
The tournament’s start 
marks a major celebration 
of cricket’s rich legacy, 
with global stars compet-
ing on Indian soil, setting 
the stage for an electrify-
ing competition.

Bangladeshi Pacer Nahid Rana Eager for India Bangladeshi Pacer Nahid Rana Eager for India 
Clash in ICC Champions TrophyClash in ICC Champions Trophy

As Bangladesh prepares to 
face India in their opening 

match of the ICC Champions 
Trophy, 22-year-old pacer Na-
hid Rana is eager to make his 
mark. Known for his pace, ca-
pable of exceeding 150 km/h, 
Rana is gearing up for his first 

ICC tournament with high 
hopes.
Having played six Tests and 
only three ODIs, Rana is excited 
to compete against the world’s 
best cricketers. “The opportuni-
ty to play against the best is the 
highest form of inspiration,” 

Rana said in an interview with 
the ICC.
Growing up in Rajshahi, known 
more for its mangoes than 
sport, Rana took up cricket lat-
er in his teens. Despite limited 
international exposure, he im-
pressed in his Test debut, tak-

ing three wickets in his first 
innings and five in the match. 
As he continues to hone his 
skills, Rana is focused on im-
proving both his bowling and 
athleticism, understanding 
that fitness and recovery are 
key to maintaining his pace.

Hyderabad FC and Mumbai 
City FC shared the spoils 

in a goalless draw at the GMC 
Balayogi Athletic Stadium on 
Wednesday in the Indian Su-
per League (ISL) 2024-25 sea-
son.
Mumbai City started strong 
with Lallianzuala Chhangte 
coming close to scoring in 
the ninth minute, but his 
left-footed shot hit the wood-
work. Both teams had several 
chances, with Chhangte and 
Jorge Ortiz threatening Hyder-
abad’s defense, but goalkeeper 
Arshdeep Singh made crucial 
saves to keep the score level.

In the 36th minute, Hyder-
abad’s Ramhlunchhunga test-
ed Mumbai’s keeper Phurba 
Lachenpa, who made a time-
ly save. The second half saw 
more missed opportunities, 
including a saved shot from 
Mumbai’s Jon Toral and Ed-
milson Correia’s attempt for 
Hyderabad, blocked by the 
Mumbai defense.
Mumbai City absorbed pres-
sure towards the end and 
counter-attacked, but Ch-
hangte’s effort in the 83rd 
minute missed the target, and 
both teams had to settle for a 
0-0 draw.
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Allu Arjun Receives Rare 

Honour on Cover of The 

Hollywood Reporter India

Rajinikanth’s ‘Jailer’ to 
Release in Japan on Feb-

ruary 21

From Alia Bhatt to Richa Chadha, Here Are 

Actresses Who Are Making Waves with 

Their Own Fashion Labels

Kannada superstar Kichcha Sudeep’s 
latest film Max has taken the OTT 
world by storm, setting a new re-
cord. The movie, which was released 
in theatres in December, began its 
streaming journey on Zee5 from Feb-
ruary 15. Within just four days, Max 
has achieved unprecedented success 
on digital platforms, breaking records 
for the highest revenue in a short pe-
riod.
Directed by Vijay Kartikeya, Max tells 
the gripping story of a police officer 
named Max, who takes charge at a 
new police station. On his first night, 
the heirs of local political leaders are 
found dead under suspicious circum-
stances at the station, and a conspir-

acy unfolds where the police try to 
cover up the deaths. The film delves 
into Max’s struggle as he uncovers a 
web of intrigue.
Though the film had received average 
feedback upon its theatrical release, 
its OTT debut has been a game-chang-
er. In a remarkable feat, Max sur-
passed the record previously held by 
the Malayalam movie Mrs. for the 
highest streaming earnings in its 
opening days.
With this success, Max has firmly 
established itself as a digital hit and 
solidified Sudeep’s reputation as a 
versatile actor with a keen choice for 
intriguing roles.

Sudeep’s ‘Max’ Creates Record with OTT 

Streaming

Ayesha Khan: From Glamour to Mystery, Ayesha Khan: From Glamour to Mystery, 
the Disappearing Beauty!the Disappearing Beauty!

Ayesha Khan, who made her en-
try into the film industry with a 

small role, quickly made her mark 
with her stunning glamour and 
beauty. She caught the attention of 
audiences and soon found herself 
busy with Bollywood projects. How-
ever, her fans are still hoping to see 
more of her in Telugu films, where 
she started her career.
In many films, the heroine is the 
center of attention, with audienc-
es unable to take their eyes off her. 
But there was one instance when a 
young woman appeared on screen, 
so mesmerizing that she overshad-
owed the heroine completely. That 
woman was none other than Ayesha 
Khan.
She made her Telugu film debut with 
the movie Mukhachitram and lat-
er gained popularity for her role as 
‘Rattalu’ in Om Bheem Bush. In this 
role, her glamorous appeal stole the 
show. In a film about selling fish, 
her mesmerizing beauty captivated 
the young audience, who complete-
ly forgot about the plot as they were 
entranced by her presence.
Even after that, Ayesha’s charm 
and allure left a lasting impact on 
the audience. Discussions about her 
beauty and potential as a heroine in 
Bollywood were widespread. There 
were talks about her future in item 
songs as well, with predictions that 
she would rule the glamour scene for 
some time.
Currently, Ayesha seems to be fo-
cused on her Bollywood career. Fans 
are left wondering if any new Telu-
gu projects will bring her back to the 
industry, eagerly waiting for her re-
turn to the Telugu screen.

Bollywood actresses are not just 
dominating the silver screen but are 
also making their mark in the world 
of fashion with their own unique 
brands. Balancing successful acting 
careers with entrepreneurial ven-
tures, these stars are reshaping the 
fashion industry, bringing flair, cre-
ativity, and a sense of purpose. Here’s 
a look at some leading ladies who 
proudly own their own fashion la-
bels, ranging from sustainable-wear 
to high-end fashion.
Island-Inspired Aesthetics Kritika Kamra, Cinnabar

Actress Kritika Kamra has ventured 
into the fashion world with Cin-
nabar, a brand that supports and 
empowers artisans from Madhya 
Pradesh. Launched alongside her 
mother, Kritika’s vision for Cinnabar 
is to revive the traditional Chanderi 
handloom craftsmanship, provid-
ing local weavers with a platform 
to showcase their exceptional skills 
while promoting the region’s cultur-
al heritage.
Empowering Local Artisans

Richa Chadha, Ehaab
Richa Chadha, along with husband 
Ali Fazal, co-founded Ehaab, a home-
grown fashion brand that celebrates 
the cultural richness of Lucknow’s her-
itage. The brand promotes handcrafted 
traditions, empowering local artisans 
while preserving India’s artistic lega-
cy. Ehaab stands as a testament to the 
craftsmanship that has been handed 
down through generations in India.
Passion for Sustainability

After a massive success in India, 
director Nelson’s blockbuster film 

Jailer, featuring Tamil Superstar Ra-
jinikanth in the lead, is now gearing 
up for its release in Japan. The film 
will hit the screens on February 21, 
marking its debut in the land of the 
rising sun.
Social media has been buzzing with 
excitement as fans in Japan have 
been sharing that Jailer will release 
on a large scale, with additional 
screens being added across multiple 
locations. The anticipation for the 
film’s release in Japan is growing, 
with fans expressing their eagerness 
to witness the action-packed drama.
Jailer was a record-breaking suc-
cess upon its release, grossing an as-
tounding ₹650 crores worldwide. The 
film’s opening day was particularly 
strong, with Ayngaran International, 
the overseas distributor, confirming 
that it earned ₹33 crores on its first 
day, setting a new career record for 
Rajinikanth.
In addition to Rajinikanth, Jailer also 
featured Malayalam superstar Mo-
hanlal, Kannada superstar Shiva Raj-
kumar, Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff, 
Telugu actor Sunil, Ramya Krishnan, 
Vinayakan, Mirna Menon, Taman-

naah, Vasanth Ravi, Naga Babu, Yogi 
Babu, Jaffer Sadiq, and Kishore. The 
film boasted music by Anirudh and 
cinematography by Vijay Kartik Kan-
nan.
The producers, Sun Pictures, were so 
pleased with the film’s success that 
they gifted Rajinikanth a BMW X7 
and presented director Nelson Dilip-
kumar and music director Anirudh 
Ravichander with Porsche cars and 
cheques for an undisclosed amount. 
Given the film’s extraordinary suc-
cess, Sun Pictures has also announced 
a sequel, Jailer 2, with Nelson return-
ing as the director and Anirudh com-
posing the music.
A teaser for Jailer 2 has already been 
released, offering a glimpse of the in-
tense action and excitement to come. 
The teaser starts with an announce-
ment about an incoming cyclone, 
followed by a comedic conversation 
between Nelson and Anirudh in Goa, 
where they discuss the plot for the se-
quel. The teaser quickly escalates into 
explosive action, with Rajinikanth’s 
iconic entry building the suspense. 
The sequel promises even more 
thrilling action, and fans are eagerly 
awaiting its release.

Tollywood icon Allu Arjun has been 
bestowed with a rare honour, as 

he graces the cover of the inaugural 
edition of The Hollywood Reporter 
India. The popular Hollywood movie 
news magazine has launched its In-
dia edition, and Allu Arjun’s striking 
face graces the cover, making it a sig-
nificant milestone in his career.
The magazine’s feature on Allu Arjun 
is titled “Star of India,” highlighting 
his remarkable achievements in Indi-
an cinema. The cover story also em-
phasizes his recent film Pushpa-2: The 

Rule, directed by Sukumar. The Holly-
wood Reporter India has recognized 
the film for rewriting Hindi cinema’s 
history, showcasing Allu Arjun’s sig-
nificant contribution to Indian film.
Pushpa-2: The Rule, part of the block-
buster Pushpa franchise, has set a 
new record by grossing ₹1,871 crore 
worldwide, marking a new bench-
mark in Indian cinema. Allu Arjun’s 
groundbreaking success in Pushpa-2 
has earned him widespread acclaim, 
further cementing his status as a 
global superstar.


