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TPN Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 18

In a significant move, the central 
government has announced an 
₹11,440 crore financial package for 
the revival of the Visakhapatnam 
Steel Plant. The decision was made 
during the Union Cabinet meeting on 
Friday, with Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw confirming the approval 
of the package aimed at revitalizing 
the steel plant.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
remarked, “The Visakhapatnam 
Steel Plant holds a special place in 
the hearts of the people of Andhra 
Pradesh. The Cabinet has decid-
ed to provide equity support of over 
₹10,000 crore, recognizing the im-
portance of the steel sector in build-
ing an Aatmanirbhar Bharat.”
The decision is hailed as a victory 
for Andhra Pradesh's political lead-
ership, including Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan, who 

have long advocated for the revival 
of the plant. Both leaders have raised 
concerns over the potential privat-
ization of the plant, continuously 
urging the Centre to intervene and 
safeguard its future. Their persistent 
efforts appear to have yielded posi-
tive results, as the Centre now steps 
in with the crucial financial support.
The announcement brings 

much-needed relief to the people of 
Visakhapatnam and the employees 
of the steel plant, who had been un-
certain about the plant's future fol-
lowing privatization speculations. 
While full details of the package are 
expected to be revealed today, the 
Centre’s decision is seen as a positive 
sign for the future of the steel indus-
try in Andhra Pradesh.
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Vizag Steel Plant holds a special place 

in the hearts of the people

Dy CM Orders Expedited Action on 
Pending Departmental Inquiries

TTD Correspondent
Amaravati, Jan 18

Deputy Chief Minister Shri Pawan 
Kalyan has ordered the Principal 
Secretaries of Panchayat Raj, Ru-
ral Development, and Forest De-
partments to expedite pending 
vigilance, Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB), and departmental inquiries, 
emphasizing the negative impact 
of delays on employee performance 
and departmental progress.

• What is the reason 
for keeping cases 
pending for years?

• Prepare a report on 
how many cases are 
pending and their 
details

• Pawan Kalyan has 
directed the Principal 
Secretaries of 
Panchayat Raj, Rural 
Development, and 
Forest Departments

DY CM Pawan Kalyan pointed out 
that prolonged delays in address-
ing disciplinary actions and in-
vestigations, some of which have 
been pending for up to 20 years, 
have hindered promotions and re-
tirement benefits for affected of-

ficers and staff. He directed that a 
comprehensive report be submitted 
within three weeks, detailing all 
pending vigilance, ACB, and depart-
mental cases, as well as the reasons 
for the delays.
The Deputy Chief Minister also in-
structed that special guidelines be 
implemented to speed up actions 
based on vigilance reports. In cas-
es where allegations are made, he 
emphasized the need for a thor-
ough preliminary investigation and 
gathering of strong evidence, while 
ensuring no contact between inves-
tigating officers and employees un-
der investigation.
Department heads have been or-
dered to re-investigate all vigilance 
and non-vigilance cases properly 
and resolve them promptly.

Govt orders 
inquiry into 

former CID chief 
Sunil Kumar

TPN Correspondent
Amaravati, Jan 18

The Andhra Pradesh government 
has initiated an investigation into 
Sunil Kumar, who served as the 
CID chief during the previous ad-
ministration. Allegations of power 
abuse have surfaced against him, 
prompting the coalition govern-
ment to establish a special inqui-
ry authority. Two senior officials, 
Revenue Department Special Chief 
Secretary RP Sisodia and Vigilance 
DG Harish Kumar Gupta, have been 
appointed to lead the investigation. 
The government has directed the 
inquiry team to expedite the pro-
cess and submit a detailed report 
on the allegations.

AP Cabinet Sets Bold Agenda 
for Development and 

Collaboration with Centre
TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Jan 18

The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu, has taken a series of significant decisions in its latest meeting, 
which focused on crucial state projects, government schemes, and land 
distribution initiatives. The discussions centered on several high-prior-
ity issues, including the implementation of welfare schemes, progress 
on the Polavaram project, and support for the Vizag Steel Plant.
One of the key decisions was to expedite the implementation of gov-
ernment schemes aimed at benefiting the state's poor. The Cabinet de-
cided to move forward with the Talliki Vandanam scheme, which will 
be launched by the next academic year. Additionally, it was agreed that 
as soon as funds for the central government’s PM Kisan scheme are 
released, the state government will roll out the Annadata Sukhibhav 
program to support farmers.

• Talliki Vandanam scheme to be implemented by next academic 
year.

• Land distribution of three cents in rural and two cents in urban 
areas for the poor.

• Immediate start of Polavaram diaphragm wall and Amaravati 
projects.

• Discussions on releasing 12 lakh acres of freehold land.
• Cabinet thanks Centre for funding Vizag Steel Plant and empha-

sizes its future.

On the infrastructure front, the Cabinet approved the immediate com-
mencement of work on the Polavaram diaphragm wall and the Radha-
jani Amaravati project. Chief Minister Naidu also directed officials to 
begin arrangements for distributing land to the poor, with three cents 
allocated in rural areas and two cents in urban areas.
The Cabinet had an extensive discussion on freehold lands, focusing 
on the release of 12 lakh acres. It was decided that district-wise meet-
ings will be held with in-charge ministers to review progress and sub-
mit reports to the next Cabinet meeting. Furthermore, a meeting of the 
collectors will be organized before the upcoming budget discussions to 
streamline decisions related to land acquisition.
The Cabinet also deliberated on providing house sites to those in need. 
TIDCO will be tasked with offering housing solutions in cities where 
space for house sites is limited. In another important decision, the Cab-
inet expressed gratitude to the central government for funding critical 
projects, including Amaravati, Polavaram, and the Vizag Steel Plant. 
The members emphasized that steps must be taken to ensure the con-
tinued operation of the steel plant even after the funds are provided.
Minister Nadendla Manohar briefed the Cabinet that out of the 15 lakh 
35 thousand acres of freehold land, 25 thousand acres have already 
been registered. Chief Minister Naidu acknowledged the support from 
the central government and reiterated the importance of reciprocating 
the assistance by helping the Centre in return.
Additionally, the Cabinet noted that Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
will be visiting the state on Saturday evening, and a dinner meeting 
with leaders of the three parties will be held to discuss various issues.
These decisions signal the government's commitment to advancing 
infrastructure projects, supporting farmers, and providing land and 
housing to the poor, while also fostering cooperation with the Centre.

Amit Shah to Meet Babu and Pawan
TPN Correspondent
Amaravati, Jan 18

Union Home Minister Amit Shah is 
scheduled to visit Andhra Pradesh 
today and meet with Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) leader and Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
and Dy CM Pawan Kalyan at CM’s 
residence in Undavalli. The meet-
ing, which is expected to take place 
in the evening, will cover several 
important issues, including polit-
ical matters. Afterward, Shah will 
dine with Naidu at his residence 

and will stay overnight at the No-
votel Hotel in Vijayawada.
The next day, Amit Shah will at-
tend the 20th foundation day 
celebrations of the National Di-
saster Response Force (NDRF) in 
Kondapavuluru, located in the 
Gannavaram constituency.
Andhra Pradesh BJP President Dag-
gubati Purandeswari commented 
on the upcoming meeting, high-
lighting that the discussions would 
be significant. She pointed out that 
during Atal Bihari Vajpayee's ten-
ure, the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant 

had received crucial financial sup-
port, a trend that has continued 
under the current government.
Purandeswari also emphasized 
that the BJP has been advocating 
for a package for the Visakhapat-
nam Steel Plant and expressed con-
fidence that captive mines would 
be allocated to the plant. Addition-
ally, she noted the central govern-
ment's continuous funding for the 
Polavaram project, crediting the 
BJP-led NDA government for mak-
ing such developments possible in 
the state.
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C Shekar | TPN 
Tirumala, Jan 18

The issuance of Sarva Darshan tokens for the 
last day of Vaikuntha Dwara Darshan at the 
Tirumala temple was completed on Friday, 
January 17. As a result, SSD tokens will not be 
issued in Tirupati for darshan on January 20.
Devotees seeking darshan on January 20 will 
need to join the Sarva Darshan queue for Lord 
Shiva’s darshan. With Vaikuntham Darshan 
concluding on January 19 and the anticipated 
rush of devotees due to Sunday, TTD has re-
quested Sarva Darshan devotees to proceed to 
the queue lines for darshan on January 20.
In addition, no offline tickets will be issued for 
darshan on January 20. Break darshans, except 
for protocol purposes, have also been cancelled 

for January 20. Consequently, no recommenda-
tion letters will be accepted for VIP break dar-
shan on January 19.
Devotees are advised to plan their Tirumala ya-
tra accordingly, taking these instructions into 
consideration and cooperating with TTD.
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MoU Signed with AP Government to Set Up Electric Vehicle 
Park in Orvakallu, Kurnool District

TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Jan 18

Representatives from People Tech Enterpris-
es met Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister 
and Minister for Forest and Environment, Shri 
Pawan Kalyan, at his camp office in Mangalagi-
ri on Friday to discuss the establishment of an 
electric vehicle (EV) park near Orvakallu in Kur-
nool district.
The company has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Andhra Pradesh 
Government to develop the EV park over 1,200 
acres. Shri T.G. Vishwaprasad, CEO of People 
Tech Group, provided details of the project, stat-
ing, “The park will include vehicle manufac-
turing units, R&D centers, testing tracks, and 
plug-and-play industrial areas. It will attract an 
investment of ₹13,000 crore and create 25,000 

employment opportunities.”
Deputy Chief Minister Shri Pawan Kalyan laud-
ed the initiative, emphasizing the importance 
of promoting eco-friendly vehicles to combat 
pollution. He remarked, “The Honorable Prime 
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has prioritized 
reducing pollution. The establishment of this 
EV park is a milestone for Andhra Pradesh’s in-
dustrial development, enabled by the coalition 
government led by Honorable Chief Minister 
Shri Chandrababu Naidu, which has introduced 
policies conducive to industrial growth.”
Key representatives, including Shri Bhaskara 
Reddy, Shri Ravikiran Akella, Shri Bob Duffy, 
Shri Steve Gerber, and Shri Harold Rakrizel, were 
present during the meeting. This private EV park 
is set to be the first of its kind in India, marking 
a significant step toward sustainable industrial-
ization and job creation in Andhra Pradesh.

All Good Days Ahead 

for the State: CM Naidu
TPN Correspondent

Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu expressed his delight over the 
central government’s official announcement 
of a ₹11,440 crore stimulus package for the Vi-
sakhapatnam Steel Plant, calling it a histor-
ic move that marks the beginning of brighter 
days for the people of the state.
Naidu hailed the decision, stating that it was 
a moment of pride for Andhra Pradesh. He 
thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 
his positive response towards the future of the 
steel plant and extended special gratitude to 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Union Steel Minister Krishnaswamy Ku-
maraswamy for their pivotal roles in securing 
the package.
The Chief Minister highlighted the deep emo-
tional connection the people of Andhra Pradesh 
have with the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, em-
phasizing, “Visakha Ukku (steel) is not just an 
industry; it is an emotional issue for the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh.” He reinforced that the 
plant symbolizes the rights and aspirations of 
the state's people, making it an integral part of 
the state's identity.
Chandrababu Naidu expressed his optimism 
regarding the state’s future, considering this 
package a recognition of the sentiments of the 
Andhra populace. With this development, he 
expressed hope for greater progress and pros-
perity in Andhra Pradesh.

All Credit Goes to PM Modi: 
Nara Lokesh

Andhra Pradesh Minister Nara Lokesh ex-

pressed his gratitude to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for announcing a special ₹11,440 crore 
package for the revival of the Vizag Steel Plant. 
He praised Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu 
for fulfilling his electoral promise to support 
the steel plant, which was on the brink of clo-
sure. Lokesh emphasized that all the credit for 
the plant's revival goes to PM Modi.
He highlighted the significant role the plant will 
play in the development of both Vikasit Bharat 
and Vikasit Andhra Pradesh. Lokesh noted that 
the revival will provide direct and indirect em-
ployment opportunities for lakhs of people. He 
also expressed thanks to Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman and Union Steel Min-
ister Kumaraswamy for their contributions. 
Lokesh concluded that with the steel plant’s re-
vival, Andhra Pradesh will soar to new heights, 
transforming the lives of thousands.

BTECH RAVI'S FOLLOWERS 
ATTACK TDP MLC'S SUPPORTER 

IN PULIVENDULA
TPN Correspondent

Kadapa, Jan 18

Tensions within the TDP surfaced in Puliven-
dula, Kadapa district, as followers of BTech Ravi 
allegedly attacked Prakash, a supporter of TDP 
MLC Ram Gopal Reddy.
The incident occurred when Prakash, hailing 
from Vempally, arrived in Pulivendula to write 
an exam for a ration shop at a local school. 
BTech Ravi's followers accused him of miscon-
duct and reportedly assaulted him before tak-
ing him into custody.
In response, MLC Ram Gopal Reddy's wife, Uma-
devi, staged a dharna demanding Prakash's re-
lease. Following police intervention, Prakash 
was eventually freed. The unrest continued, 
with BTech Ravi's followers causing a commo-
tion outside the Collectorate over sand tenders 
yesterday evening. Their agitation persisted, 
further escalating tensions in the region.HC postponed Tulasi 

Babu's bail petition
TPN Correspondent 
Amaravati, Jan 18

The High Court today heard the bail petition 
of Kamepalli Tulasi Babu, who was arrested 
in connection with the third-degree assault 
case involving AP Deputy Speaker Raghurama 
Krishnam Raju.
The bench allowed an impleaded petition filed 
by Raghurama Krishnam Raju, seeking to in-
clude himself as a defendant in the case. Ad-
vocate VV Lakshminarayana argued on behalf 
of the impleaded petition.
Tulasi Babu’s lawyer contended that there was 
no connection between his client and the as-
sault case, stating that the prosecution failed 
to provide any evidence to support the claims.
On the other hand, Advocate Posani Ven-
kateshwarlu, representing the government, 
informed the court that Tulasi Babu did not 
cooperate during his police custody and that 
a custody petition filed by the police was still 
pending in the Sessions Court. The court was 
also informed that the custody petition would 
be heard tomorrow. Given these develop-
ments, the government’s advocate requested 
that the case be adjourned until Monday.

Sankranthi effect: 
Rs. 400 crore liquor 

consumed in AP
TPN Correspondent

Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18

In Andhra Pradesh, liquor sales soared to 
approximately Rs. 400 crore during the 
three days of the Sankranthi festival. Ac-
cording to excise sources, around Rs. 150 
crore worth of liquor was sold each on 
Sankranthi and Kanuma days. This is a 
significant increase compared to the daily 
sales of Rs. 80 crore on regular days.
During the period from January 10th to 
15th, a total of 6.99 lakh cases of liquor and 
2.29 lakh cases of beer were sold. The sales 
figures during this festival period have re-
portedly reached levels never seen before 
during Sankranthi. The surge in consump-
tion reflects the festival's celebratory mood 
and the high demand for alcoholic bever-
ages.

APSRTC Earns Record Revenue 
During Sankranti Festival

TPN Correspondent
Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18

The Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport 
Corporation (APSRTC) has achieved a record 
revenue during the Sankranti festival period, 
thanks to a surge in passenger demand. To ac-
commodate travelers heading to their home-
towns for the celebrations, APSRTC operated 
nearly 3,400 special services between January 8 
and January 13. Additionally, around 3,800 ser-
vices have been scheduled from January 16 to 
January 20 to facilitate the return journeys.
APSRTC Managing Director confirmed that no 
extra charges were applied to passengers using 
special buses, and those who booked round-
trip tickets in advance enjoyed a 10% discount. 
This initiative helped the corporation efficient-
ly manage the transportation of a record num-
ber of passengers. As of now, approximately 
400,000 passengers have used APSRTC services, 
generating revenue of about ₹12 crore.

With a revenue target of ₹12.5 crore for the 
festival season, APSRTC is on track to meet 
its goal. Last year, the corporation earned ₹12 
crore by transporting around 430,000 passen-
gers during the same period. With the return 
journeys still in progress, APSRTC anticipates 
additional earnings as the festival concludes.

Vaikuntham Darshan SSD Tokens Completed, 
No Tokens Issued for January 20

Four Dead in Major 
Road Accident at 
Gangasagaram, 

Chittoor

C Shekar | TPN 
Chittoor, Jan 18

A tragic road accident occurred at Gan-
gasagaram in Chittoor city, resulting in the 
death of four passengers. A bus traveling 
from Tirupati to Madurai was struck by a 
tipper truck on the highway, causing the bus 
to overturn. The vehicle slid for about 20 feet 
before crashing into an electric pole at a road 
construction site.
Four passengers died at the scene, while 13 
others sustained serious injuries. The in-
jured were quickly transferred to Vellore CMC 
and Nariv Hospitals for treatment.
The Collector of Chittoor arrived at the gov-
ernment hospital, where he inquired about 
the accident details and instructed authori-
ties to ensure the injured received the best 
possible care.

People Tech Enterprises to Establish India's 
First Private EV Park in Andhra Pradesh
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₹11,500 Crore Revival Package for 
Vizag Steel Plant

“Jai Hind! Jai Andhra Pradesh! Jai Visakha Ukku!”
- Union Minister Ram Mohan Naidu

TPN Correspondent 
New Delhi, Jan 18: Union Min-
ister of Civil Aviation, Ram Mo-
han Naidu, hailed the revival 
of the Vizag Steel Plant with 
a ₹11,500 crore package as a 
historic moment for Andhra 
Pradesh. He emphasized that 
this decision was not just an 
economic move but also a vic-
tory for the workers, a sym-
bol of pride, and a testament 
to perseverance and commit-
ment.
In his statement, Naidu ex-
pressed his gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
his visionary leadership and 
fulfilling the promises made in the 
NDA manifesto. He also thanked 
Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu for his tireless dedication to 
the progress of Andhra Pradesh, as 
well as Union Steel Minister Kumar 
Swamy for his decisive role in se-
curing the revival package. Naidu 
emphasized that their combined ef-
forts have breathed new life into the 

Vizag Steel Plant, which is regarded 
as a symbol of Andhra Pradesh's in-
dustrial pride.
He congratulated the workers of the 
Vizag Steel Plant for their resilience 
and unwavering dedication, rec-
ognizing them as the backbone of 
the achievement. He acknowledged 
that this victory was a direct result 
of their perseverance and the col-

lective efforts of all those who 
fought for the plant’s future.
Naidu highlighted that the NDA 
government has once again 
fulfilled its promises, deliver-
ing critical commitments to 
the people of Andhra Pradesh. 
He also reflected on his per-
sonal efforts over the past 
five years, where he raised is-
sues related to the Vizag Steel 
Plant and the South Coast Rail-
way Zone in Parliament, sub-
mitting representations, and 
fighting for justice at every 
stage. In just one week, Naidu 
noted that two major victories 
had been secured — the foun-

dation stone for the South Coast 
Railway Zone and the revival of the 
Vizag Steel Plant.
This Sankranthi, Naidu declared, 
marks a gift to the Telugu people 
and a triumph of unity and deter-
mination. He ended his statement 
with a patriotic call to action: “Jai 
Hind! Jai Andhra Pradesh! Jai Vi-
sakha Ukku!”

Ahead of Davos Trip, Babu 
Recruits Investment Expert 

from Tamil Nadu
G Avinash | TPN 
Amaravati, Jan 18:
Ahead of his highly an-
ticipated trip to Swit-
zerland for the World 
Economic Forum sum-
mit in Davos, Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Nara Chandraba-
bu Naidu has secured 
a major boost for the 
state's economic pros-
pects by attracting a top 
investment body exec-
utive from Tamil Nadu.
In a significant development, Chan-
drababu has managed to poach Sarin 
Paraparakath, a senior executive offi-
cer who previously held the position 
of Senior Vice President at Guidance 
Tamil Nadu, the state's investment 
promotion agency. Under Para-
parakath's leadership, Tamil Nadu es-
tablished a reputation for successfully 
attracting large-scale investments. 
His role in nurturing a robust in-
vestment mechanism in Tamil Nadu 
made him a key figure in the state's 
economic landscape.
Paraparakath has now been appoint-

ed as the Senior Vice 
President of Andhra 
Pradesh's newly consti-
tuted Economic Devel-
opment Board, signal-
ing the state's renewed 
focus on attracting in-
vestments. This strate-
gic move is seen as an 
effort by Chandraba-
bu to enhance Andhra 
Pradesh's investment 
prospects at the World 
Economic Forum in Da-
vos, where global busi-

ness leaders and investors will gather.
The Economic Development Board, 
which was largely inactive under the 
previous government, is now being 
revitalized under Chandrababu's lead-
ership. This restructuring aims to im-
prove investment opportunities in the 
state, a move that could significant-
ly boost Andhra Pradesh's economic 
profile on the global stage. With the 
appointment of an expert like Sarin 
Paraparakath, Chandrababu appears 
to be positioning Andhra Pradesh as 
a competitive player in the global in-
vestment landscape.

YS JAGAN PROUD AS 
DAUGHTER VARSHA RECEIVES 

KING’S COLLEGE DEGREE

TPN Correspondent
Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18:
YCP Chief YS Jaganmohan 
Reddy expressed immense 
pride as his daughter Var-
sha Reddy received her 
MSc Finance degree from 
the prestigious King’s Col-
lege in London, graduat-
ing with distinction.
Jagan shared his joy on X, 
posting a photo of his wife 
Bharathi and their two 

daughters, captioned with 
heartfelt blessings: “God 
bless you.” He commend-
ed Varsha for making him 
proud with her academic 
achievements.
Jagan, currently in Lon-
don, attended the gradu-
ation ceremony on Janu-
ary 16 alongside his wife 
Bharathi, celebrating this 
special milestone as a 
family.

Two Cases Filed in 
Chandragiri Over Mohan 

Babu Family Conflict
C Shekar | TPN
Tirupati, Jan 18: The 
ongoing feud within 
the Manchu family 
has once again made 
headlines, overshad-
owing the festive spir-
it of Sankranti. The 
conflict resurfaced 
after Manchu Manoj's 
visit to Mohan Babu 
University in Tirupati, 
leading to fresh tensions 
and the filing of two po-
lice cases at the Chan-
dragiri police station.
The dispute, which be-
gan in Hyderabad, took a 
dramatic turn two days 
ago when actor Man-
chu Manoj was allegedly 
denied entry to Mohan 
Babu University. Manoj’s 
visit caused an uproar, 
culminating in a con-
frontation with security 
personnel. The situation 
escalated when bounc-
ers became involved.
In response to the al-
tercation, Mohan Ba-
bu’s personal assistant, 

Chandrasekhar Naidu, 
filed a complaint nam-
ing Manchu Manoj, his 
wife Mounika, and three 
others as the accused. 
In retaliation, Manoj 
lodged a counter-com-
plaint, alleging an attack 
on him and his wife. 
His complaint led to the 
filing of a case against 
Mohan Babu’s personal 
assistant and eight staff 
members of the univer-
sity.
As the situation unfolds, 
police investigations are 
underway, with further 
developments expected 
in this high-profile fam-
ily dispute.

Every dog wants to be like Rebel 

Star Krishnam Raju in Kannappa!!
TPN Correspondent 
Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18: 
Tollywood actor Manchu 
Manoj stirred up signif-
icant buzz with a recent 
tweet on X-Vedika, where 
he commented, “Every 
fraud dog wants to be like 
Rebel Star Krishnam Raju 
in Kannappa. You will 
know this in this life.” 
His tweet, which includ-
ed posters of Krishnam 
Raju’s iconic films Sardar 
Paparayudu, Bhakta Kan-
nappa, and Bobbili Brah-
manaidu, was in response to a prior 
tweet from his brother, Manchu Vish-
nu. This tweet quickly gained atten-
tion in Tollywood circles, adding fuel 
to an ongoing family dispute.
Later, Manoj shared a video clip from a 
film starring his father, Mohan Babu, 
which depicted an intense scene with 
the dialogue: "I want the documents 
that I brought after forcibly kicking, 
beating and threatening to kill you, 
Sami... I came to wash away the sin 
of fighting because my mother told 
me to." The scene further fueled spec-
ulation regarding tensions within the 

Manchu family.
The family’s internal strife became 
public knowledge when an incident 
occurred at Mohan Babu Universi-
ty two days ago. Manoj and his wife, 
Mounika, allegedly faced an attack, 
with Manoj's brother Chandragiri fil-
ing a police complaint. Meanwhile, 
university officials lodged their own 
complaint, claiming Manoj attempted 
to enter the campus without permis-
sion. As a result, the police have regis-
tered multiple cases, intensifying the 
controversy surrounding the Manchu 
family.

YS SHARMILA SLAMS 
CHANDRABABU OVER 
"SUPER SIX" PROMISES

TPN Correspondent
Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18: 
APCC Chief YS Sharmi-
la Reddy has criticized 
former Chief Minister 
Chandrababu 
Naidu, ques-
tioning the 
credibility of 
his much-tout-
ed "Super Six" 
p r o m i s e s . 
Sharmila ac-
cused Naidu of 
misleading the 
public with grand elector-
al assurances while being 
fully aware of the state’s 
financial constraints.
“Chandrababu Naidu 
promised the moon 
during the elections, 
but when it came to im-
plementation, he back-
tracked, citing the ₹10 
lakh crore debt and the ₹2 
lakh crore annual require-
ment for the schemes. Did 
he not know the state’s 
financial position before 
making these promises?” 
Sharmila questioned.
She further slammed 
Naidu for his inability to 
secure central support. “If 
he knew that the state’s 
development hinged on 
support from the Union 
Government, what was 
the point of picking fights 

with Prime Minister 
Modi? His lack of strate-
gy has only worsened the 
state’s situation,” Sharmi-
la remarked.

Sharmila un-
derscored the 
i m p o r t a n c e 
of special sta-
tus for Andhra 
Pradesh, call-
ing it the “life-
line for the 
state.” She crit-
icized Naidu’s 

failure to secure this cru-
cial demand and ques-
tioned his vague assur-
ances about growth rates 
and visions.
“People believed that 
Naidu’s promises would 
bring real change, but all 
they got were excuses and 
wasted time. The state 
needs tangible develop-
ment, not empty words,” 
Sharmila concluded, em-
phasizing that special 
status remains the key 
to improving people’s in-
comes, attracting indus-
tries, and creating jobs.
Her remarks have added 
to the growing discon-
tent surrounding Naidu’s 
unfulfilled promises and 
the uncertain future of 
Andhra Pradesh’s devel-
opment.

Jana Sena Party Raises 

Concerns Over Repeated 

Banner Theft in Srikalahasti

C Shekar | TPN 
Tirupati, Jan 18: In a 
troubling development 
for the Jana Sena Par-
ty, banners along with 
party frames have been 
repeatedly stolen in Sri-
kalahasti over the past 
six months. Despite mul-
tiple complaints to the 
police department, the 
culprits remain uniden-
tified. Recently, banners 
wishing the people of 
Srikalahasti for the New 
Year 2025 were also tak-
en down.
Peta Chiranjeevi, the 
Town General Secretary 
of Jana Sena, addressed 
the media, stating that 
the banners displayed 
for the movie Game 

Changer at the VMC The-
ater had been stolen once 
again. In response, a for-
mal complaint was filed 
with the town police sta-
tion, seeking justice for 
the repeated thefts. Peta 
Chiranjeevi warned that 
if the situation is not ad-
dressed promptly, they 
will escalate the issue to 
the district Superinten-
dent of Police (SP).
Jana Sena leaders in-
cluding Peta Chandra, 
Thottambedu President, 
Ravikumar Reddy, and 
Suresh, Vice President 
of Town, participated in 
the program and voiced 
their concerns about the 
ongoing issue.

YSRCP Leaders Condemn 
TDP's Obstruction of 
Vijaya Dairy Elections

TPN Correspondent 
Nandyala, Jan 18: The elec-
tion process for the three 
vacant director posts of the 
Nandyal Vijaya Dairy was 
disrupted by the TDP faction, 
leading to the postponement 
of elections. YSRCP Nandyal 
District President and Former 
MLA Katasani Rambhupal 
Reddy, along with other lead-
ers, condemned the undemo-
cratic actions of the TDP in obstruct-
ing the filing of nominations.
On Friday, when nominations were 
being filed, TDP members blocked 
the presidents of local milk societ-
ies, prompting the election officer to 
inform the managing director of the 
dairy about the escalating situation. 
As the police were unable to control 
the disturbance, the MD announced 
the election postponement.
Rambhupal Reddy expressed dissat-
isfaction, stating that it was undem-
ocratic for TDP members to disrupt 
the election process by preventing 
nominations. He pointed out that the 
authorities had made arrangements, 
including the district collector’s in-
volvement and guidance from the 
High Court, to hold the elections. He 
also criticized the police for not tak-

ing timely action.
Former MLC Gangula Prabhakar Red-
dy discussed the disqualification of 
Bhuma Vikhyatha Reddy due to his 
failure to repay a Rs. 30 crore loan. He 
also noted that running a dairy fac-
tory for business was against the Co-
operative Society Act, contributing to 
Reddy's disqualification.
Rambhupal Reddy raised concerns 
about the closure of dairy factories 
under the TDP rule and questioned 
whether there was a deliberate effort 
to prevent the elections and bring the 
dairy industry to an end. He urged the 
authorities and police to ensure that 
the postponed elections are conduct-
ed smoothly and peacefully.
The YSRCP leaders vowed to hold the 
authorities accountable and called for 
the elections to be conducted without 
further hindrance.
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Pawan Kalyan Thanks PM Modi for 

Commitment to AP’s Vizag Steel Plant
Welcomes ₹11,440 Cr Special Package 

Announced by the Center
TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Jan 18: AP Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan has ex-
pressed gratitude to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for announcing a 
special package of ₹11,440 crore for 
the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant. Call-
ing it a testament to the PM’s com-
mitment to sustaining the steel in-
dustry, Pawan Kalyan thanked Modi 
on behalf of the people of Andhra 
Pradesh.
The Deputy CM remarked, “This 
package is not just a number; it has 
reignited hope in thousands of fam-
ilies dependent on the Vizag Steel 
Plant. The sacrifices made to estab-
lish this industry will forever be re-
membered.”
Pawan highlighted the critical role 
of the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant in 
the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision and 
credited the workers for keeping 
the plant alive. He also extended his 
gratitude to Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman and Union 
Steel Minister Kumaraswamy for 
their roles in ensuring the package’s 
approval.

He assured that under the coali-
tion government led by Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu, the plant 
would not only survive but also 
thrive, becoming a source of pride 
for the Telugu people and a step to-
wards achieving the vision of Vikasit 
Bharat-2047.
“The sacrifices of lives for Visakhapa-
tnam Steel will always be in our 
hearts, and this package stands as a 
fulfillment of the dreams our elders 
envisioned with their sacrifices,” 
Pawan added.

Yarlagadda Venkat Rao Likely to Be Given 
Ministerial Post in Cabinet Expansion

V.V.S Madhu Babu | TPN
Vijayawada, Jan 18: There are strong 
indications that Gannavaram MLA 
Yarlagadda Venkat Rao will be includ-
ed in the upcoming cabinet expan-
sion, likely after March. Reports sug-
gest that one of the two BC ministers 
from Krishna district will be replaced, 
and Yarlagadda, a new MLA from the 
OC category, is expected to take the 
post.
Yarlagadda’s potential inclusion fol-
lows multiple criticisms of the current 
BC minister, including allegations of 
collusion with former ministers, side-
lining long-time TDP members, and 
favoring new party entrants. Nota-
bly, concerns have arisen regarding 
the awarding of mining contracts to 

YCP leaders and the appointment of a 
YCP leader as chairman of a coopera-
tive bank, causing unrest among TDP 
workers. Complaints were raised with 

the TDP high command, which is said 
to have decided to review the minis-
ter’s performance and dismiss him 
from the ministry.
Yarlagadda Venkat Rao’s rise is at-
tributed to his clean record—having 
stayed clear of corruption, not sup-
porting illegal mining or ration and 
sand mafias, and maintaining dis-
cipline within his constituency. His 
consistent engagement with TDP 
leaders Chandrababu Naidu and Nara 
Lokesh, along with his non-interfer-
ence in official transfers, has earned 
him the high command’s approval. 
Consequently, Yarlagadda Venkat Rao 
is expected to be appointed as a minis-
ter during the Ugadi festival.

Point News Reporting Proven Right
Irregularities in Ration Dealer Recruitment in Vijayawada

V.V.S Madhu Babu | TPN
Vijayawada, Jan 18: In a recent devel-
opment, the transparency of ration 
dealer recruitment in Vijayawada has 
come under scrutiny, confirming sus-
picions raised earlier by True Point 
News. An article titled “Transparency 
in Ration Dealer Recruitment under 
Scrutiny in Vijayawada,” published on 
January 7, 2024, had already predict-
ed the allocation of ration depots to 
specific individuals, and now, the of-
ficials have indeed allocated these de-
pots to the names we had published.
Out of the 111 ration depots in the Vi-
jayawada division, 7 depots were in-
volved in ongoing High Court cases, 
while the remaining 97 depots were 
allocated to candidates recommended 
by local MLAs. These recommenda-
tions, it is alleged, were made based 
on political affiliations, with some 
individuals reportedly involved in 
smuggling ration rice to their sup-
porters.
The names of the individuals recom-
mended by the MLAs include:
1. Chappidi Venkata Ramana - 

616065
2. P. Deepthi - 616066
3. Devarakonda Kavya - 616068
4. Bevara Lokesh - 616069
5. Sri Latha - 616058
These individuals were appointed as 
ration dealers despite the Chief Min-
ister, Chandrababu Naidu, and Minis-
ter Nadendla Manohar’s earlier assur-
ances that the selection process would 

be transparent. Unfortunately, the re-
cruitment process has disappointed 
many hopeful candidates who had in-
vested time and energy into attending 
interviews and exams.
Many of the 1100 other applicants are 
now questioning the fairness of the 
recruitment process, wondering why 

the government insists on promoting 
transparency while in reality, it ap-
pears to allocate seats to the MLAs’ fol-
lowers without properly following the 
intended procedures. Those who at-
tended the interviews feel frustrated, 
as their efforts to participate in a fair 
process seem to have been in vain. For 
many, the experience has cost them 
wages and valuable time, with some 
even having to juggle interviews and 
exams while managing family re-
sponsibilities.
The situation has sparked significant 
anger and disillusionment among the 
candidates, who feel misled by the 
promises made by the coalition gov-
ernment regarding the transparency 
of the selection process.

RRR’s Letter to ACB DG Highlights 
Agrigold Funds Misuse

Former CID Chief Sunil Kumar Accused of Diverting 
Agrigold Relief Funds

TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Jan 18: Deputy Speak-
er Raghurama Krishnamraju has 
raised serious allegations against 
former CID chief Sunil Kumar, ac-
cusing him of misusing Agrigold 
relief funds. In a letter addressed 
to the Director General of the An-
ti-Corruption Bureau (ACB), Krish-
namraju alleged that Sunil Ku-
mar’s sons were involved in the 
diversion of these funds.
The letter reportedly includes de-
tails of the accounts where the 

funds were transferred, adding 
weight to the accusations. The 
Deputy Speaker’s claims come 
amid increasing scrutiny over the 
handling of Agrigold relief funds, 
which were meant to support af-
fected investors.
This revelation has sparked wide-
spread debate and raised ques-
tions about accountability within 
the system. Further investigations 
are expected as the ACB examines 
the evidence submitted in Krish-
namraju’s letter.

Lokesh apologizes for bad 
conditions at Kanakadurga Temple
TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Jan 18: AP Education, 
IT, and Electronics Minister Nara 
Lokesh apologized to devotees 
following criticism over the poor 
conditions at Vijayawada Durga 
Temple. Devotees took to social 
media, posting videos highlight-
ing the lack of cleanliness in the 
temple premises and the absence 
of drinking water. The viral videos 

raised concerns about the temple’s 
management and prompted ques-
tions about whether the temple 
had an Executive Officer.
In response, Minister Lokesh ex-
pressed regret for the situation 
and assured that the issues would 
be addressed promptly. He tweeted 
an apology, assuring devotees that 
such mistakes would not happen 
again.

AP High Court Issues 

Notice on Jagan’s 

Opposition Leader 

Status Petition

TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Jan 18: The Andhra 
Pradesh High Court has taken up the 
hearing of YSRCP leader Jagan’s peti-
tion requesting the status of the Lead-
er of Opposition. Jagan had filed the 
petition, arguing that his party’s deni-
al of the position was due to political 
motives. His lawyer contended that 
the court must ensure Jagan is grant-
ed the position of opposition leader. In 
response, the court issued notices to 
the Assembly secretary and Speaker, 
instructing them to file a counter and 
present the rule position details.
The court has scheduled the next hear-
ing for three weeks later. In the 2024 
Andhra Pradesh elections, Jagan’s YS-
RCP secured only 11 seats out of 175, de-
spite his pre-election slogan of “Why 
not 175?” This marked a historic defeat 
for the ruling party, prompting the 
Speaker to deny Jagan the leader of 
opposition position. The ongoing court 
case has sparked significant interest 
and tension between TDP and YSRCP, 
with both parties awaiting the final de-
cision.

MP Shivanath emphasizes self-employment 

through cottage industries for families

TPN Correspondent 
Vijayawada, Jan 18: Vijayawada 
Member of Parliament, Kesineni 
Shivanath (Chinni), emphasized the 
potential for self-employment in 
villages through cottage industries 
under the guidance of Dwakra asso-
ciations. He highlighted the opportu-
nity to enhance the economic status 
of families by fostering entrepre-
neurship within the community.
Participating in a meeting with the 
presidents of Dwakra associations 
from various mandals in the dis-
trict, held at his office in Vijayawada, 
he outlined the government’s vision 
to create an entrepreneur in every 
household. As directed by Chief Min-
ister Nara Chandrababu Naidu, the 
government is focusing on promot-
ing self-employment and sustain-
able livelihoods for rural families.
To support this initiative, he an-
nounced that the presidents of all 

mandal Dwakra associations in NTR 
district will be sent to the Nation-
al Rural Development Organization 
(NIRD) in Hyderabad. The trip will 
provide participants with insights 
into various cottage industries and 
employment opportunities avail-
able through NIRD and the Pancha-
yat Raj. Kesineni Shivanath Chinni 
urged the leaders to study the oper-
ations of these industries and adapt 
them to their respective mandals to 
promote entrepreneurship.
Additionally, he stressed the impor-
tance of utilizing central govern-
ment schemes aimed at providing 
employment to the district’s youth. 
The program was attended by var-
ious officials, district union presi-
dent Kandula Kalpana, program co-
ordinators GV Narasimha Rao, Songa 
Sanjay Varma, Telugu Mahila presi-
dent Corporator Chennupati Ushara-
ni, and TDP mandal leaders.

Public Participation Key 
to Road Safety

- Deputy Transport Officer A. Mohan

TPN Correspondent
Vijayawada, Jan 18: Creating 
awareness and ensuring public 
participation is crucial to prevent 
road accidents, emphasized Deputy 
Transport Officer A. Mohan. Speak-
ing at a media conference on Friday, 
he highlighted the ongoing Road 
Safety Month festivities being orga-
nized in the district until February 
15, aimed at educating the public on 
road safety and motor vehicle laws.
Mohan outlined that the Transport 
Department, in collaboration with 
police, medical health, R&B, Nation-
al Highways, and voluntary organi-
zations, has been conducting vari-
ous programs to reduce accidents. 
Despite efforts, including strict 
measures such as mandatory seat 
belts and helmets, the deputy offi-
cer stressed that awareness is the 
key to fully curbing accidents.
In the previous year, 1343 accidents 
were reported in the district, result-
ing in 431 deaths and 1159 injuries. 
Key causes of these accidents were 
driving under the influence of al-
cohol and distracted driving, such 
as talking on the phone. To address 

these issues, the department has 
been actively enforcing rules and 
organizing special awareness sem-
inars, particularly targeting lorry 
and bus drivers.
Various programs, such as rallies, 
free medical camps, awareness 
seminars, essay writing, and draw-
ing competitions, are being held 
across schools and colleges. Short 
films illustrating the consequences 
of accidents are also being shown to 
students and drivers alike. Mohan 
emphasized that the month-long 
festivities are intended to bring 
about behavioral changes among 
drivers, showing them the impact 
of their actions on families and pas-
sengers.
The road safety initiative is being 
executed with the help of the dis-
trict administration, police, medi-
cal health, R&B, National Highways, 
the education department, and pri-
vate driving training colleges.
The Transport Department also un-
veiled road safety posters, with the 
support of the Transport Employees 
Association, Veedu Volunteer Orga-
nization, and other partners.



TPN Correspondent
Visakhapatnam, Jan 18

The highly anticipated movie Game Changer, 
starring global star Ram Charan and directed by 
Shankar, has faced piracy issues despite its grand 
release on January 10. Produced by Tollywood gi-
ants Dil Raju and Sirish, the film has been a mas-
sive success in theaters.
Amidst its successful run, 
approximately 45 individ-
uals leaked a pirated ver-
sion online, prompting the 
film's crew to file a com-
plaint with the Cyber Crime 
Police.
In a shocking development, 
AP Local TV in Andhra 
Pradesh was found illegal-
ly broadcasting the pirated 
version. Acting swiftly, M/S 
Copyright Safety Systems, 
led by Chalapathi Raju, col-
laborated with Gajuwaka 
Police under the Visakhapa-

tnam Commissionerate to raid the channel's of-
fice, seizing all equipment and arresting the staff 
involved.
Authorities revealed a coordinated negative cam-
paign on platforms like X, Instagram, Facebook, 
and YouTube, sharing clips and the full movie. 
The culprits were booked under the Copyright 
Act.

C Shekar | TPN 
Tirupati, Jan 18

Sri Krishnadevaraya Jayanti was 
celebrated with grandeur at the 
Raja Gopuram in Srikalahasti, 
marking the 554th birth anniver-
sary of the legendary king. Under 
the leadership of Anjuru Taraka Sri-
nivasulu, the former Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the Srikala-
hasti Swamy Temple, the statue of 
Sri Krishnadevaraya was anointed 
with oil and adorned with flowers 
as a mark of respect.
Anjuru Taraka Srinivasulu praised 
Sri Krishnadevaraya as a righteous 
ruler who left an indelible legacy in 
Indian history, balancing spiritual 
thought and the diversity of life. His 
reign is remembered for building 
extensive tanks that supported the 
livelihood of the people and estab-
lishing temples for spiritual reflec-
tion.
Local leaders from the Balija San-
gam participated in the celebra-
tions, chanting slogans like "Sri 
Krishnadevaraya Amar Rahe." The 
event emphasized the lasting im-
pact of the king’s administration, 

with a special focus on encouraging 
the youth to draw inspiration from 
his governance and work towards 
the welfare of society.
Prominent leaders who partici-
pated in the event included Uppu 
Krishnaiah, Pula Krishnamurthy, 
Swarna Murthy, Anjuru Venkatesh 

Babu, Kanta Uday Kumar, Uttaraji 
Shravan Kumar, Mynampati Mas-
tan, Sura Suresh, Vallam Gopi, Patti 
Mani, Senirukupam Shekhar, Mun-
na Royal, Eswaraiah, Kote Naresh, 
Anjuru Krishna, Gangadharam, 
Subbarao, Gopi, and Jonna Gaddala 
Ravi.
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TG Venkatesh comments on 

Chiranjeevi's growing ties with BJP
TPN Correspondent 

Kurnool, Jan 18:

Former Rajya Sabha member TG 
Venkatesh spoke positively about 
the seven-month tenure of the co-
alition government, calling it "won-
derful" due to Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu's experience. He also 
highlighted that Andhra Pradesh 
industrialists are paying taxes in 
Telangana but the state is not re-
ceiving its fair share. Venkatesh 
urged Chief Minister Naidu and 
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan to take 
the initiative on this issue.
Regarding the growing relation-
ship between Megastar Chiranjeevi 
and the BJP, Venkatesh mentioned 
that Chiranjeevi and BJP leaders 

are moving forward in a friendly 
manner, though he did not elab-
orate further. He also reflected on 
his role in the movement to keep 
Andhra Pradesh united, noting that 
former CM Rosaiah did not support 
the division of the state. Venkatesh 
shared that during the protests 
against the division, he urged pro-
testers to attack him before break-
ing the statue of Krishnadevaraya, 
which led to them respecting him 
and retreating.
Venkatesh further commented that 
Telangana political parties should 
cooperate in fulfilling the promises 
made during the division, empha-
sizing that Revanth Reddy should 
take the lead in initiating steps to-
ward their implementation.

TPN Correspondent 
Andhra Pradesh, Jan 18

Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu has announced that only indi-
viduals with two children will be eli-
gible to contest in local body elections, 
citing the need for a balanced popula-
tion growth in the state. Addressing 
the issue of population control, CM 
Chandrababu highlighted that south-
ern states, including Andhra Pradesh, 
are facing a decrease in population, 
and he stressed that development 
plans must consider this challenge.
Chandrababu pointed out that tech-
nology has created new tensions, of-
ten leading to family conflicts and 
less time spent with loved ones. He 
mentioned that, in response to this 
trend, his government is encouraging 
policies that anticipate future demo-
graphic changes.
The Chief Minister also announced 
that incentives will be offered to en-
courage population growth in the 
state. He emphasized the importance 
of balancing water resources, such 
as those from the Polavaram project, 
with population growth to drive eco-
nomic prosperity. According to him, if 
the state successfully manages these 
two factors, it could lead to significant 
wealth creation and increased income 
for the people.
In his address, CM Chandrababu 
Naidu made it clear that family size 
will now be a key factor in determin-
ing eligibility for various schemes. 
He cited previous policies that incen-
tivized population control, such as 
distributing rice to families of five or 
fewer members. He stated that the 
law would now mandate eligibility for 
election candidates based on having 
two children, marking a shift from 
the earlier policy of restricting candi-
dates with more than two children.
Additionally, the Chief Minister pro-
jected that if the state's fertility rate 
continues to decline, the population 
would decrease dramatically by 2051. 
He emphasized that proper population 
management is essential and that 
the goal should be for couples to have 
an average of at least 2.1 children to 
maintain a stable population.

GAME CHANGER MOVIE PIRACY 
CASE: AP LOCAL TV CREW ARRESTED

Ganta Srinivasa 
Rao hails Centre’s 
support for Vizag 

Steel Plant

TPN Correspondent
Visakhapatnam, Jan 18

TDP MLA Ganta Srinivasa Rao expressed 
joy over the Centre’s announcement 
of a ₹11,500 crore package for the Vi-
sakhapatnam Steel Plant, describing it 
as a positive start to the new year. TDP 
workers celebrated by bursting crack-
ers at his residence in Visakhapatnam.
Srinivasa Rao praised Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for laying the founda-
tion stone for ₹2 lakh crore worth of 
projects in the city and highlighted the 
success of efforts to prevent the privat-
ization of the steel plant.
Reflecting on his past resignation in 
opposition to the plant's privatiza-
tion, he stated that the announcement 
marks a significant milestone for the 
region. He criticized the previous five 
years under Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 
governance, stating that the state had 
been burdened with debt and is now 
witnessing progress under Chan-
drababu Naidu’s leadership.

MLA Kolla Lalitha & District Collector Ambedkar visits S. Kota constituency

TPN Correspondent
Vizianagaram, Jan 18

District Collector Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, accompa-
nied by MLA Kolla Lalitha Kumari, conducted an 
extensive tour of the S. Kota constituency on Fri-
day, addressing the infrastructure needs of sev-
eral tribal villages. During the tour, he assured 
the villagers of various improvements, including 
roads, drinking water, and other basic ameni-
ties, to be completed by Ugadi.
In a meeting with villagers from Rega Punya-
giri, the Collector was informed about the lack 
of road access between Punyagiri and Rega Pu-
nyagiri, causing immense hardships. Villagers 
had to rely on the doli for hospital visits. In re-
sponse, the Collector approved the immediate 
construction of the road under the Employment 
Guarantee Scheme, along with a drinking water 
scheme, which will be funded under the Jal Je-
evan Mission with Rs. 48.40 lakhs. Both projects 
are set to be completed by Ugadi. The Collector 
also ordered the establishment of a mini Angan-
wadi center, directed health officials to monitor 

pregnant women, and assured land titles to 42 
eligible families. In Vepada mandal, the Collector 
inspected the construction of a 10.6 km BT road, 
which had been halted midway. The project will 
now be completed under the Employment Guar-
antee Scheme, with a budget of Rs. 10 crore.
MLA Kolla Lalitha Kumari expressed gratitude for 
the swift action, emphasizing that the govern-
ment is committed to improving tribal villages. 
She praised the Collector for resolving issues on 
the spot and securing Rs. 15 crore for road con-
struction.

Sri Krishnadevaraya Jayanti Celebrated 
with Reverence at Srikalahasti

APPLICATIONS INVITED 
FOR HEAVY VEHICLE 

DRIVING TRAINING IN 
VIZIANAGARAM

TPN Correspondent
Vizianagaram, Jan 18

Vizianagaram RTC Depot is invit-
ing applications for the 20th batch of 
heavy vehicle driving training, set to 
commence on January 20, according 
to Depot Manager Srinivasa Rao.
The 40-day training program is open 
to individuals aged 21 and above who 
possess a light vehicle license with at 
least one year of experience. This ini-
tiative aims to enhance employment 
opportunities for eligible candidates.
Interested individuals are encouraged 
to seize this opportunity to improve 
their driving skills and career pros-
pects. For further details, applicants 
can contact the following numbers: 
7382924030, 9866649336, or 9959225620.

Sankashtahara Chaturthi Celebrations at Kanipakam
C Shekar | TPN
Tirupati, Jan 18

Special pujas, homas, and 
abhishekams were conducted 
on the occasion of Sankashtaha-
ra Chaturthi at the Kanipaka Sri 
Swayam Varasiddhi Vinayaka 
Swamy temple. Devotees gath-
ered to observe the fast, seeking 
blessings for business growth, ed-
ucation, health, wealth, and the 
removal of obstacles.
The Siddhi Buddhi Sameta Vinay-

aka Swamy idol was beautifully 
decorated with fragrant flow-
ers and placed in the Asthan 
Mandapam for darshan. Tem-
ple priests and Vedic scholars 
performed the Sankashtahara 
Chaturthi rituals for the welfare 
of the world, invoking divine 
blessings for all.
The temple authorities, along 
with a large number of devotees, 
participated in the event, receiv-
ing the grace of Lord Vinayaka for 
prosperity and well-being.

Only Those with 
Two Children 

Eligible to Contest 
in Local Elections

Infrastructure improvements 
for tribal villages by Ugadi
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One Nation, One Election: A Path to 

Streamlining India's Electoral Process
The "One Nation, One Election" initia-
tive is set to transform India’s electoral 
framework by aligning the electoral cy-
cles of the Lok Sabha and State Legisla-
tive Assemblies. This ambitious proposal 
aims to address the challenges posed by 
frequent, fragmented elections, which 
often disrupt governance and lead to 
significant financial burdens. Backed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the propos-
al was endorsed by the Union Cabinet in 
December 2024, paving the way for a po-
tential legislative overhaul.

Historically, India held simultaneous 
elections for the Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies until 1967, when some state 
assemblies were prematurely dissolved, 
leading to staggered election cycles. Since 
then, India has faced a continuous cycle 
of elections, increasing administrative 
costs, disrupting governance, and divert-
ing crucial resources. The "One Nation, 
One Election" initiative seeks to restore 
the practice of synchronized elections 
and reduce the negative impacts of frag-
mented electoral processes.

The benefits of this proposal are 
manifold:
Cost Savings: Holding separate elections 
results in significant financial expen-
diture, with the 2019 general elections 
alone costing over Rs 60,000 crore. By 
holding elections simultaneously, these 
costs could be drastically reduced, opti-
mizing the use of public funds.

Improved Governance: Frequent elections 
often lead to the imposition of the Mod-
el Code of Conduct (MCC), which restricts 
the government's ability to announce 
new policies or welfare schemes. Con-
ducting simultaneous elections would 
limit these interruptions, enabling gov-
ernments to focus on long-term devel-
opmental goals rather than short-term 
electoral gains.

Efficient Use of Resources: Elections re-
quire substantial deployment of securi-
ty personnel and administrative staff. 
By reducing the frequency of elections, 
resources can be better allocated to oth-
er pressing governance tasks, ensuring 
smoother operations across the country.

Policy Stability: A synchronized election 
cycle would foster greater policy conti-
nuity, reducing the tendency for short-
term decision-making driven by immi-
nent elections. Governments could focus 
on long-term strategies for national and 
state development.

Voter Engagement: With fewer elections, 
citizens would be called to vote less fre-
quently, which could reduce voter fatigue 
and boost voter turnout, enhancing dem-

ocratic participation. The implemen-
tation of the "One Nation, One Election" 
proposal would require constitutional 
amendments, particularly in terms of 
the duration and dissolution of legisla-
tive bodies. A high-level committee, led 
by former President Ram Nath Kovind, 
has recommended a phased approach to 
synchronization, starting with the Lok 
Sabha and select state assemblies. The 
committee also called for a unified vot-
er ID system and a streamlined election 
process.

Ultimately, the successful implementa-
tion of "One Nation, One Election" prom-
ises to bring greater political stability, 
reduce election-related disruptions, and 
help India achieve its long-term goal of 
becoming a developed nation by 2047.

Weakening Rupee: A 
Call for Candid Economic 

Conversations

The Indian rupee’s recent plunge, breaching the critical 86-per-dol-
lar mark, has raised alarms about potential economic challenges, 
including an economic slowdown, an expanding trade deficit, and 
mounting pressure on external balances. Driven by a combination 
of a robust US dollar and rising crude oil prices, the rupee has seen 
its steepest decline since early 2023. This drop has led to height-
ened concerns in the financial markets, with stocks and bonds 
feeling the strain. While the rupee remains one of Asia’s more sta-
ble currencies, this recent depreciation carries inflationary risks, 
particularly by increasing the cost of imports.

The rupee has weakened by more than 2% since December, ex-
acerbating the challenges faced by importers who are now con-
fronted with the task of managing rising inflation. On the other 
hand, exporters may find a silver lining, as the depreciating rupee 
makes their goods more competitively priced on global markets. 
As geopolitical uncertainty looms with the upcoming Trump pres-
idency, global markets are bracing for further volatility, adding to 
the pressure on the Indian economy.

One of the more immediate consequences of the rupee’s decline is 
the likely delay of expected rate cuts by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI). Despite a decrease in retail inflation to 5.22% in December, 
largely driven by lower food prices, the rupee’s fall could prompt 
the RBI to hold off on rate reductions, further complicating the 
economic landscape.

At this juncture, it is crucial to focus on the national interest and 
avoid allowing politics to dictate economic decisions. A calm and 
measured approach is essential, with room for diverse perspec-
tives on how to tackle the current economic challenges. A "wait-
and-watch" strategy could be the most prudent course, accompa-
nied by candid discussions about the state of the economy and the 
potential pitfalls that lie ahead.

90-hour work week isn’t always 
bad: Holidays and vacations are 

colonial hangover

The debate over work hours and the concept 
of vacations has been a topic of heated discus-
sions in India, particularly following comments 
by Larsen and Toubro Chairman S N Subrah-
manyan, who suggested a 90-hour work week. 
While some have misinterpreted his comments 
as advocating for extreme work conditions, it's 
crucial to understand that the ideals surround-
ing work culture in India are distinct from those 
in the West and should not be blindly copied.

India's work culture has always been grounded 
in a strong tradition of hard work, perseverance, 
and dedication. The rapid growth of companies 
like L&T, which has accomplished monumen-
tal tasks, including the construction of the Ram 
temple, stands as a testament to the success of 
such an ethos. Subrahmanyan's organization 
has flourished not because of an overemphasis 
on holidays or leisure, but through a commit-
ment to excellence and completion of ambitious 
goals. The warm, family-like atmosphere at 
L&T has been cultivated through this very ethos, 
proving that productivity and success are often 
born from a culture of hard work, not from tak-
ing frequent time off.

Historically, India’s approach to work has been 
shaped by ancient philosophies and practices. 
The values of the Bhagavad Gita and the Indian 

Constitution emphasize duty, responsibility, and 
selfless service, rather than personal leisure. The 
ideal of the “karmayogi”—someone who dedi-
cates themselves to their work with devotion and 
without concern for worldly distractions—has 
been central to India's work culture. This focus 
on work over vacation is a reflection of deeper 
cultural values, which prioritize fulfilling one’s 
responsibilities over seeking constant relaxation.

The idea of taking frequent vacations is often seen 
as a legacy of colonial rule. During British colo-
nialism, the leisure time enjoyed by the British 
rulers was imposed upon Indians, not naturally 
part of the local work culture. This Western-cen-
tric concept of work and leisure has continued 
to influence the modern understanding of work-
life balance, but it’s important to remember that 
this may not suit India’s unique socio-economic 
landscape.
Rather than focusing on reducing work hours 
or incorporating more vacations, India should 
rethink its work culture based on its values, as-
pirations, and needs. The focus should be on fos-
tering an environment that promotes hard work, 
personal growth, and fulfillment, while still 
maintaining a sense of balance. By doing so, In-
dia can create a work culture that aligns with its 
traditions while enabling progress in the modern 
world.

India’s Space Milestone: ISRO’s 
Successful Satellite Docking and 

Its Strategic Implications
In a remarkable achievement for India’s space 
program, the Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) successfully performed the docking 
of satellites as part of the Space Docking Experi-
ment (SpaDeX). This accomplishment, achieved 
early in the new year under ISRO’s new lead-
ership, positions India as the fourth nation—
after the United States, Russia, and China—to 
achieve this advanced space technology. The 
successful docking signifies not only India’s 
technological prowess but also its growing ca-
pabilities for more complex and ambitious mis-
sions, including the Bharatiya Antriksha Sta-
tion, Chandrayaan-4, and Gaganyaan, India’s 
human spaceflight mission.

This success is especially notable given ISRO's 
trajectory since the setbacks of Chandrayaan-2 
in 2019. Despite the disappointment, the organi-
zation has made significant strides in the past 
couple of years, culminating in the success of 
Chandrayaan-3's soft landing in 2023. ISRO's 
ability to bounce back from setbacks and con-
tinue its momentum highlights the resilience 
and determination of India’s space sector.

The achievement of SpaDeX also highlights the 
strategic importance of space capabilities in the 
contemporary geopolitical landscape. As the 

United States and China engage in an inten-
sifying space race, both nations are vying for 
supremacy in space exploration, with ambi-
tious plans to send humans to the moon once 
again—decades after NASA’s Apollo missions. 
In response to these developments, China has 
ramped up its space ambitions, with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s vision of transforming China 
into a dominant space power posing potential 
challenges for the global balance of power. Just 
weeks ago, China accused the United States of 
destabilizing global security by stationing a unit 
of its Space Force in Japan, while Beijing itself 
has aggressively expanded its space and mili-
tary capabilities.

For India, this increasing rivalry between the US 
and China underscores the need to enhance its 
own space capabilities. The nation must focus 
on safeguarding its space assets, including sat-
ellites and indigenous launch vehicles, while 
continuing to advance research and innova-
tion. This would ensure that ISRO stays at the 
forefront of space exploration and remains pre-
pared for missions such as human spaceflight 
and future moon landings. The SpaDeX success 
marks a significant step forward for India, re-
affirming its position as a rising space power 
with a growing influence on the global stage.



TPN Correspondent
Mumbai, Jan 18

Bollywood actor Saif Ali Khan, who 
was stabbed six times at his Band-
ra West residence on Thursday, is 
out of the ICU and recovering well, 
according to doctors at Lilavati Hos-
pital. The actor underwent a five-
hour-long surgery to remove a 2.5-
inch blade fragment from his spine.
"Saif Ali Khan is doing excellent. 
He can walk well, and there is no 
problem or significant pain," said 
Dr. Nitin Narayan Dange in a press 
briefing. He also confirmed there is 
no risk of paralysis but emphasized 
that visitor movement would be re-
stricted for a week to avoid infec-
tions.
The hospital's Chief Operating Offi-
cer, Niraj Uttamani, described Saif’s 
arrival at the hospital, stating, "He 
walked in soaked in blood like a lion, 
accompanied by his son Taimur. He 
didn’t even use a stretcher. He is a 
'real hero.' If the knife had gone 2 
mm deeper, the injury could have 
been far more serious."
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MAN DETAINED BUT NOT 

CONNECTED, SAY POLICE
BJP RELEASES DELHI MANIFESTO: 

RS 21,000 AID FOR PREGNANT WOMEN
TPN Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 18

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has 
unveiled its manifesto for the upcom-
ing Delhi elections, placing women 
and senior citizens at the forefront of 
its welfare agenda. Union Minister JP 
Nadda announced a one-time finan-
cial assistance of Rs 21,000 and six 
nutritional kits for pregnant women. 
Additionally, Rs 5,000 will be provided 
for the first child and Rs 6,000 for the 
second child.
The manifesto, titled Sankalp Patra, 
also includes the Mahila Smriddhi 
Yojana, aimed at empowering wom-
en through targeted benefits. Nadda 
assured voters that the BJP would im-
plement the Ayushman Bharat health 

scheme during its first cabinet meet-
ing if elected, countering the ruling 
AAP's opposition to the central scheme.
Senior citizens are promised an in-
creased health cover of Rs 10 lakh and 
a pension scheme offering Rs 2,000-
2,500 for those aged 60-70 years and Rs 
3,000 for those above 70. The manifesto 
also introduces Atal Canteens in slums, 
providing full meals for just Rs 5.
Nadda criticized AAP’s governance, la-
beling its Mohalla Clinics as "dens of 
corruption and inefficiency" and ac-
cused the ruling party of mismanaging 
public welfare initiatives.
The BJP's promises, particularly for 
women and senior citizens, signal its 
attempt to counter AAP's dominance 
in the capital while focusing on social 
welfare programs.

Visa Operations In Bengaluru A Priority 
For US Visit: S Jaishankar

TPN Correspondent
Bangalore, Jan 18

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
called the opening of the "long-awaited" 
US consulate in Bengaluru a significant 
milestone in India-US relations. Speak-
ing at the site dedication ceremony for 
the new consulate, he emphasized the 
importance of starting visa operations 
as soon as possible and identified it as a 
key topic for his upcoming discussions 
with Secretary of State Nominee Marco 
Rubio.
Jaishankar noted that this consulate 
in Bengaluru would play a crucial role, 
particularly with the region's growing 
significance in the tech and business 
sectors. Referring to the high volume of 
passports issued by the Regional Pass-
port Office in Bengaluru — 8,83,000 in 

just one year — he highlighted the ne-
cessity of ensuring smooth travel and 
visa processing for citizens.
"I was checking figures, and I was very 
glad to see the passport numbers from 
Bengaluru," Jaishankar said. "This 
demonstrates the need for efficient 
visa operations in the city."
While the consulate will not immedi-
ately offer visa services, Jaishankar’s 
address underscored Bengaluru’s im-
portance to both the tech industry and 
international relations. He emphasized 
that the city has long deserved a per-
manent US diplomatic presence, some-
thing the Prime Minister had raised 
during his US visit in June 2023.
The Minister also pointed out that In-
dia had agreed to open a consulate in 
Los Angeles if the US facilitated the Ben-
galuru consulate's establishment. This 

diplomatic move, Jaishankar believes, 
will enhance collaborations in defense, 
education, and other sectors, pushing 
India-US relations to new heights. US 
Ambassador to India, Eric Garcetti, who 
will soon conclude his tenure, shared 
his pride in seeing the consulate's foun-
dation laid during his time in India. Re-
flecting on the US-India relationship, 
he noted that India's mission was now 
the second-largest for the US globally, 
handling record numbers in visas, stu-
dents, and military engagements. Dep-
uty Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, 
present at the ceremony, hailed the 
consulate’s opening as a testament to 
Karnataka's growing global influence. 
He acknowledged Bengaluru's chal-
lenges but emphasized the city's status 
as the safest for global companies seek-
ing to establish headquarters.

8TH PAY COMMISSION ANNOUNCED
TPN Correspondent 
New Delhi, Jan 18

The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, has approved the forma-
tion of the 8th Pay Commission, a move set 
to enhance the salaries and benefits of cen-
tral government employees. The decision, 
announced on January 16, 2025, comes 
ahead of the Delhi Assembly elections and 
aims to support the workforce while boost-
ing overall consumption.
On X (formerly Twitter), Prime Minister 
Modi lauded government employees, stat-

ing, “We are all proud of the efforts of all 
Government employees, who work to build 
a Viksit Bharat. The Cabinet's decision on 
the 8th Pay Commission will improve qual-
ity of life and give a boost to consumption.”
Key Expectations
The 8th Pay Commission will revise the ex-
isting structure set by the 7th Pay Commis-
sion, effective since January 1, 2016. While 
the exact salary hike percentage is yet to 
be disclosed, reports suggest an increase 
in the fitment factor from 2.57 to 2.86, po-
tentially raising the minimum basic salary 
from ₹18,000 to ₹51,480.

The fitment factor serves as the multipli-
er used to calculate revised salaries and 
pensions. Under the 7th Pay Commission, 
it increased the minimum basic pay from 
₹7,000 to ₹18,000. A similar adjustment un-
der the 8th Pay Commission could lead to 
significant salary increments when com-
bined with allowances like DA, HRA, and TA.
With the dearness allowance crossing 50% 
of basic salary and set to be revised in Jan-
uary 2025, the new pay structure is antic-
ipated to bring substantial financial relief 
and enhanced benefits to central govern-
ment employees and pensioners alike.

TPN Correspondent 
New Delhi, Jan 18

The Supreme Court on Friday issued 
a stern directive to Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernor RN Ravi and the ruling DMK 
government, urging them to resolve 
their prolonged dispute over the ap-
pointment of vice-chancellors for 
state-run universities. The top court 
cautioned that if the issue remains 
unresolved by the next hearing, it 
will intervene to settle the matter.
The conflict revolves around the 
Governor's insistence on appoint-
ing vice-chancellors as the honorary 
chancellor of state universities, a 
move opposed by the DMK. The state 
government argues that the Governor 
is undermining the elected adminis-
tration and delaying bills designed to 
limit his powers.
Justice SB Pardiwala, leading the 
bench, stated, “By the next date, if 
this is resolved... well and good. Oth-
erwise, we will resolve it.” The court 
emphasized the Governor's constitu-
tional duties under Article 200, not-
ing he has three options regarding 
bills: grant assent, withhold assent, 
or forward them to the President.
The DMK accuses Governor Ravi of 
deliberately delaying crucial bills, 
including those from the previous 
AIADMK-led government, and hin-
dering state development. The DMK 
alleges that Mr. Ravi's actions reflect 
an attempt to "undermine the elected 
administration."
In November 2023, the Supreme Court 
criticized Mr. Ravi for keeping bills 
pending since 2020 and questioned 
his lack of action over three years. 
The court also addressed similar dis-
putes involving the Governors of Pun-
jab and Kerala.
Representing the Governor, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta argued that 
Governors are not mere "technical 
supervisors" and play a critical role 
in the legislative process.

SGPC says ‘govt will be 
responsible for disturbance…’

TPN Correspondent 
Punjab, Jan 18

Kangana Ranaut's film Emergency 
is facing backlash in Punjab as the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) protests its release, 
accusing the film of misrepresenting 
Sikh history. The protests are particu-
larly focused on the portrayal of Sikh 
characters, especially Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale, a prominent figure 
during the 1984 Indian emergency.
The SGPC has expressed strong dis-
approval of the film, calling it "polit-
ically motivated" and alleging that it 
tarnishes the image of the Sikh com-
munity. A member of the SGPC stated, 
“The history of the Sikh religion and 
the 1984 events has been distorted. 
We protested when the teaser was re-
leased, but no action was taken.”
Amid heightened tensions, the SGPC 
has threatened to escalate protests if 
the film is screened in theaters. The 
committee has submitted letters to 
the Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann and the Chief Secretary, re-
questing a ban on the film. SGPC Pres-
ident Harjinder Singh Dhami stated, 
“We have urged the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Amritsar to stop the release 
of the film. It misrepresents Sikh 
characters, and we will not allow this 
to be shown in Punjab.”
A heavy police presence was seen at 
the PVR Suraj Chanda Tara Cinema in 
Amritsar, where the film was sched-
uled for release, as authorities braced 
for potential unrest.

SAIF ALI KHAN STABBING CASE

"My Husband Is Innocent," 
Says Detained Man's Wife

Mumbai Police have clarified that a man detained on Friday 
morning was not connected to the stabbing incident. Visuals 
showed the man being taken to the Bandra police station, and 
initial reports suggested he might 
be linked to the attack. However, 
a senior police officer later con-
firmed no one had been arrested or 
detained in the case.
A new twist emerged as the police 
detained one Waris Ali, who was 
captured on CCTV exiting Saif's 
apartment building. His wife 
claimed he was a furniture worker 
called by Saif’s manager to carry 
out repairs. "After finishing his 
work, he went home. Cameras also 
show him leaving the premises," she stated.
Investigations into the attack are ongoing, with no confirmed 
suspects or motive yet. Meanwhile, Saif Ali Khan continues to 
recover, with doctors monitoring his condition closely.

KANGANA RANAUT’S 
‘EMERGENCY’ FACES 

PROTESTS IN PUNJAB

‘RESOLVE THIS 
OR WE WILL’
Top Court Warning To 

DMK  & Governor 

What Salary Hike Central Employees Can Expect?



TPN Correspondent 
Washington DC., Jan 18

Major changes to the H-1B visa pro-
gramme take effect today, January 17, 
aiming to streamline the process and 
enhance benefits for foreign profes-
sionals. The reforms are expected to 
significantly impact Indian techies, 
who constitute a large portion of H-1B 
visa holders.
The US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) announced that the 
updated rules will improve efficien-
cy, clarify job eligibility criteria, and 
strengthen measures to prevent mis-
use. These changes align with the US 
government’s efforts to retain global 

talent and promote innovation in 
critical fields.
Indian professionals are set to benefit 
from key revisions, including simpli-
fied transitions for F-1 visa holders, 
expanded exemptions for nonprofit 
and research roles, and stricter com-
pliance measures to ensure job au-
thenticity.

Major Changes 
Benefiting Indian Techies
• F-1 visa students transitioning 

to H-1B will enjoy automatic ex-
tensions of their F-1 status until 
April 1 of the relevant year.

• This ensures lawful continuity 
in status and work authorisation 

during the H-1B application pro-
cess, easing challenges for Indian 
students pursuing jobs in the US.

• Nonprofit and 
government re-
search organisa-
tions with research 
as a core activity 
now qualify for 
H-1B cap exemp-
tions, even if re-
search isn’t their 
primary focus.
• Beneficiaries 
spending at least 
50% of their time 
working for these 
organisations, even 

if not directly employed by them, 
are also eligible.

• Employers must prove the legit-

imacy of "specialty occupation" 
roles.

• Supporting documents may be re-
quested to verify job authenticity.

• Compliance with the Labor Con-
dition Application (LCA) and legal 
presence in the US is now manda-
tory.

With over 755,000 individuals ad-
mitted on H-1B visas in FY2023, the 
programme continues to play a vital 
role in bridging global talent with US 
opportunities. The reforms signal a 
stronger commitment to fostering 
collaboration and addressing work-
force needs, particularly in technolo-
gy and research sectors.

TPN Correspondent 
Jerusalem, Jan 18

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu announced on Friday that a deal had 
been reached to return hostages held in 
Gaza, as tensions within his government 
and ongoing airstrikes complicated the 
implementation of a ceasefire to pause the 
15-month war. Netanyahu's announce-
ment followed earlier reports of last-min-
ute issues in finalizing the ceasefire.
The deal, which would pause fighting 
in Gaza and secure the release of dozens 
of hostages held by militants, has been 
a subject of intense negotiations. In ex-
change for the hostages, Palestinian pris-
oners held in Israel would be released, and 
displaced Palestinians would be allowed to 
return to their homes in Gaza.
However, the ceasefire faces opposition 
within Netanyahu’s coalition government, 
particularly from hardline far-right fac-
tions. On Thursday, Israel’s national secu-
rity minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, threatened 
to resign if the ceasefire deal was ap-
proved, underscoring the political tensions 
surrounding the agreement.
Israeli airstrikes continued to target Gaza, 
with at least 72 Palestinians killed on 
Thursday. The violence intensified even as 

talks of a ceasefire progressed, with Gaza’s 
Health Ministry reporting numerous ca-
sualties. Despite this, Palestinian officials 
expressed their hopes for the ceasefire, 
with reports of celebration in some areas.
Egypt has played a crucial role in mediat-
ing the ceasefire talks, urging both Israel 
and Hamas to implement the deal with-
out delay. However, the agreement’s im-
plementation remains uncertain, and the 
situation remains volatile. The 15-month 

war, triggered by Hamas' October 7, 2023, 
attack on Israel, has resulted in significant 
loss of life, with over 46,000 Palestinians 
reported killed and many more injured. 
Both sides have used military operations 
to project strength, complicating efforts to 
reach lasting peace. As the ceasefire dis-
cussions continue, the international com-
munity is closely watching whether this 
deal will bring a temporary pause or lead 
to a more lasting resolution.
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ISRAEL-GAZA WAR: HOW FAR 

IS THE CEASEFIRE? 

CLOSER US-INDIA 

TIES CRUCIAL FOR 

SOLVING WORLD'S 

PROBLEMS
TPN Correspondent 

Washington DC, Jan 18

The US-India partnership is vital for ad-
dressing global challenges, particularly in 
public health and pharmaceutical inno-
vation, said Dr. Rahul Gupta, Director of 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP). As one of the highest-ranking 
Indian Americans in the Biden Adminis-
tration, Dr. Gupta emphasized the impor-
tance of fostering stronger ties between 
the two nations to tackle pressing global 
issues.
“Only when the United States and In-
dia work together can we truly solve the 
world's problems. This partnership rep-
resents where East meets West,” Dr. Gupta 
told PTI, highlighting the transformative 
potential of the collaboration.
Strengthening Public Health and Count-
er-Narcotics
Dr. Gupta underlined three key pillars driv-
ing US-India cooperation: counter-narcot-
ics, public health, and pharmaceutical 
supply chains. He praised India's ability to 
distribute COVID-19 vaccines globally, add-
ing that a similar model could be extended 
to medications addressing addiction, dia-
betes, and hypertension.

PRESS FREEDOM, 
US STYLE!!

During U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s final 
press conference, journalist Sam Husseini was forc-
ibly removed after heckling Blinken over U.S. policy 
on Gaza. The incident highlighted the tension be-
tween the Biden administration’s global promotion 
of press freedom and its handling of dissent at home. 
Husseini’s removal raised concerns over the treat-
ment of journalists questioning government actions, 
underscoring contradictions in the administration’s 
stance on free speech.

H1-B VISA REFORMS TO BENEFIT INDIAN TECH PROFESSIONALS

CHINA SEES POPULATION 

DROP IN 2024, DESPITE 

INCREASE IN BIRTHS
TPN Correspondent 

Beijing, Jan 18

China's population has continued to 
shrink for the third consecutive year 
in 2024, despite a slight increase in the 
number of births. According to data re-
leased by the National Statistics Bureau 
on Friday, the total population dropped 
by over 1.39 million, falling to 1.408 bil-
lion. This marks a continued demo-
graphic challenge for the country, under-
scoring long-term risks for its economy.
In 2024, approximately 9.54 million ba-
bies were born, an increase of 520,000 
from the previous year. This slight rise 
may have been influenced by the belief 
that the Year of the Dragon in the Chi-
nese zodiac is auspicious for having 
children. However, it still represents the 
second-lowest number of births since 
the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949.
Demographer He Yafu attributed the up-
tick to many couples who had delayed 
childbearing during the three years of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. He warned, 
however, that the number of newborns 
is expected to decline again in 2025.
China's birth rate has been on a steady 
decline for decades, exacerbated by re-
strictive family planning policies, ris-
ing childcare costs, and changing social 
norms. The only exception to this decline 
occurred in 2016 when the government 
relaxed its one-child policy.
The shrinking population further widens 
the gap with India, which overtook Chi-
na as the world's most populous country 
in 2023. India's population is nearing 1.45 

billion, according to United Nations' es-
timates.
Bloomberg Intelligence forecasts that 
China's population will shrink to 1.36 bil-
lion by 2035, a level not seen since 2012. 
However, this projection may be delayed 
if couples are encouraged to have more 
children. In response to the demograph-
ic challenges, Chinese authorities have 
pledged to provide more support for 
families with multiple children, includ-
ing assistance with housing, healthcare, 
and employment.
China’s demographic struggles may 
eventually affect its economic growth, 
as a shrinking workforce puts pressure 
on productivity, while an aging popula-
tion strains the pension system. In an 
effort to address these concerns, China 
announced plans to gradually raise the 
retirement age for the first time since 
1978, despite facing public opposition.

NETANYAHU SAYS DEAL TO RELEASE HOSTAGES 'REACHED'

Debris From Broken Starship Falls 
From Space

“SUCCESS IS 
UNCERTAIN”

Elon Musk’s SpaceX Starship test ended in dramat-
ic failure as the upper stage disintegrated over the 
Atlantic Ocean. The launch, from Boca Chica, Texas, 
aimed to showcase improvements in the world’s 
largest and most powerful rocket, with the Super 
Heavy booster successfully decelerating from super-
sonic speeds. However, seven minutes after liftoff, 
the booster failed to maintain its integrity, causing 
debris to fall into the Gulf of Mexico. This marked 
the seventh test flight, following previous success 
in October, but a failure in November. Musk noted 
a significant oxygen/fuel leak that caused excessive 
pressure in the engine cavity, resulting in the mis-
hap. He hinted at addressing the leak with fire sup-
pression and increased venting. Despite the setback, 
Musk remained optimistic, suggesting that the next 
test could proceed by next month, pending further 
fixes and adjustments.
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Markets Tumble Amid Global 

Uncertainty and Weak Q3 Results
Domestic stock 

markets suffered 
heavy losses on Fri-
day. They wiped out 
yesterday’s gains. In-
vestors were cautious 
due to negative signals 
from international 
markets. They made 
cautious purchases. 
They took profits as 
needed. The increase 
in the dollar index, 
US bond yields, and 
treasury yields hurt 
investor sentiment. 
It plunged them into 
uncertainty. On the 
other hand, various 
speculations on the US 
Fed rate cut hurt. In to-
tal, Nifty 100 and Sensex fell by more 
than 400 points. It is noteworthy that 
the third quarter results were also not 
promising.

The BSE Sensex, which closed at 
77,042 in the previous session, opened 
at 77,069 today. It reached an intraday 
low at 76,263. It reached an intraday 
high at 77,069. It ended at 76,619, down 423 points. 
The NSE Nifty, which opened at 23,277 on Friday, 
touched a low of 23,100 and a high of 23,292. It closed 
at 23,203, down 108 points. The Nifty Bank fell 738 
points to settle at 48,540.

In the Nifty50, 29 stocks gained while 21 lost. BPCL, 
Reliance, Coal India, Hindalco, Nestle India were the 
top gainers. Infosys, Axis Bank, Shriram Finance, Ko-
tak Bank, and Wipro were the biggest losers. FMCG, 
Metal, Pharma, Realty, Healthcare, Consumer Dura-
bles, and Oil and Gas indices rose today. Bank, auto, 
finance, IT and private bank indices rose.

Market breadth on NSE today was equal for buyers 
and sellers. Out of 2904 stocks traded, 1472 gained 
and 1338 lost. Shares of 24 companies reached 52-

week highs while 46 lost 52-week lows.

Tech Mahindra’s third quarter results were disap-
pointing. Net profit fell 21.4% to Rs 938 crore from 
Rs 1250 crore. Wipro’s rupee-based revenue was Rs 
22,285 crore. The company declared a dividend of Rs 6 
per share. The rupee weakened by 6 paise against the 
dollar to settle at 86.61. Stallion India Fluorochemi-
cals IPO was subscribed 26.04 times by noon on the 
second day. Kotak Mahindra, RBL Bank and Can Fin 
Homes will release results on Saturday. Jefferies has 
maintained a buy rating on Infosys with a target 
price of Rs 2250. Sterlite Technologies’ loss has been 
reduced to Rs 24 crore from Rs 57 crore. CLSA has 
maintained an outperform rating with a target price 
of Rs 1400 crore. KPI green energy shares have lost 10 
times in the last 11 sessions. Zomato has provided Rs 
500 crore in quick commerce unit Blinkit. SBI Life’s 
net profit has increased by 71% to Rs 551 crore from 
Rs 322 crore. Shares of GHCL, RCF and FACT rose up to 
9 percent on rising soda ash prices. Jefferies main-
tained a buy rating on Reliance with a target price 
of Rs 1660. 10 lakh shares changed hands in NMDC. 
RVNL shares rose 5% on the back of budget alloca-
tions.

Inda’s Gems and Jewellery 
Exports Fall 10.29% in 

December
India’s gems and 

jewellery ex-
ports witnessed a 
decline of 10.29% 
in December 2024 
compared to the 
same month in 
the previous year, 
according to data 
released by the 
Gem & Jewellery 
Export Promotion 
Council (GJEPC). 
The total exports 
for December 2024 
were recorded at 
USD 1.97 billion, 
down from USD 
2.19 billion in De-
cember 2023. This 
significant dip 
can be attributed to ongoing economic 
uncertainties, which have led buyers to 
shift their focus from luxury items like 
jewellery to more stable investments 
such as gold.

Economic volatility, both globally and 
domestically, has dampened consum-
er spending on non-essential items, 
including high-end jewellery. In un-
certain times, investors typically seek 
safe-haven assets, with gold being a 
preferred option. As a result, demand 
for diamond and gemstone jewellery, 
which often sees its peak during festive 
seasons and special events, has slowed 
down considerably.

This decline also reflects the broader 
trend seen in the global market, where 
the luxury sector, including fine jew-
ellery, is facing challenges due to in-
flationary pressures and a cautious 
approach by consumers. As markets 
remain jittery, spending on lifestyle 
goods like jewellery is likely to remain 

subdued, further contributing to the 
slump in exports.

However, despite this short-term set-
back, industry experts remain optimis-
tic about the long-term outlook of the 
gems and jewellery sector. The demand 
for Indian jewellery, especially in mar-
kets like the US and the Middle East, is 
expected to stabilize once global eco-
nomic conditions improve. Additional-
ly, India’s gem and jewellery industry 
continues to benefit from its robust 
supply chains, skilled craftsmanship, 
and strong ties with international buy-
ers.

Moving forward, the GJEPC is hope-
ful that the sector will recover in the 
coming months as the global economy 
stabilizes and consumer confidence 
returns. For now, the jewellery indus-
try faces the challenge of navigating 
through uncertain times while main-
taining its status as one of India’s lead-
ing export sectors.

World Bank Projects 

6.7% Growth for India 

in 2025-26

The World Bank has pro-
jected India’s economy to 

grow at 6.7% in the next fis-
cal year, beginning in April 
2025, slightly higher than the 
6.5% growth expected for the 
current fiscal year. Despite 
a slowdown from the previ-
ous year’s 8.2% growth, In-
dia remains the world’s fast-
est-growing major economy, 
outpacing both China and the 
US.

The World Bank’s Global Eco-
nomic Prospects report, re-
leased Thursday, highlighted 
the services sector’s robust 
expansion, alongside the an-
ticipated strengthening of 
manufacturing activity. This 
growth is expected to be sup-
ported by government ini-
tiatives aimed at improving 
the business environment, 
helping to maintain India’s 
top position in global growth 
projections.

In contrast, the global econo-
my is projected to grow at a 
modest rate of 2.7% annually 
from 2023 to 2026, with India 
continuing to lead the charge 
among large economies. Chi-
na, which follows India in 
growth projections, is expect-
ed to grow by 4.5% in 2025, 

before slowing to 4% in the 
following year. The United 
States is expected to experi-
ence slower growth, projected 
at 2.3% this year and 2% next 
year, down from 2.8% in 2024.

The report also pointed out 
the risks to global and Indian 
economic stability posed by 
potential adverse trade policy 
shifts. While the World Bank 
did not directly name US Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump, 
it referenced trade tensions 
and tariff hikes as risks that 
could disrupt economic mo-
mentum. These changes in 
trade policies are noted as a 
significant threat to global 
growth, including for econo-
mies like India’s, which are 
highly dependent on interna-
tional trade.

India’s projected growth rate 
aligns closely with the Unit-
ed Nations’ forecast of 6.6% 
growth for 2025 and 6.8% 
in 2026. The World Bank at-
tributed the current dip in 
India’s growth to a slowdown 
in investment and weak 
manufacturing growth but 
expressed confidence in a re-
bound as structural reforms 
take effect.

Union Budget 2025: Nirmala Sitharaman 
to present Budget on February 1

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman is set to present the Union Bud-

get for the fiscal year 2025-26 on February 
1, marking the first full Budget of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s third term in 
office. This highly anticipated announce-
ment comes amid expectations for policies 
aimed at boosting economic growth, ad-
dressing inflation concerns, and stimulat-
ing investment.

The Budget session of Parliament will be-
gin on January 31 with the presentation of 
the Economic Survey, which provides an 
overview of the country’s economic per-
formance and outlines key challenges and 
growth prospects. The session will run un-
til February 13, during which discussions 
on the Budget and other critical legislative 
matters are expected to take place.

As India continues its post-pandemic re-
covery, the upcoming Budget will be scruti-
nized for measures to strengthen the econ-
omy, support job creation, and enhance 
infrastructure development. Key sectors 
such as agriculture, manufacturing, and 

services are likely to receive attention, with 
a focus on policy reforms to further India’s 
growth trajectory.

The presentation of the Economic Survey 
will set the stage for the Budget, offering 
insights into economic trends and high-
lighting government priorities. Following 
the Budget announcement on February 1, 
detailed discussions will be held in Parlia-

ment, with the opposition expected to raise 
pertinent concerns and propose alternative 
approaches to managing the economy.

With the Budget expected to address ongo-
ing economic challenges and lay the foun-
dation for future growth, all eyes will be on 
February 1 as Nirmala Sitharaman unveils 
the government’s fiscal plans for the com-
ing year.

Indian stock market opens lower amid 
weak global cues

The Indian stock market opened lower 
on Friday, with major declines in the 

IT and private banking sectors follow-
ing weak global cues. At 9:30 AM, the BSE 
Sensex stood at 76,717.03, down by 325.79 
points or 0.42%. Meanwhile, the NSE Nif-
ty was at 23,225, down by 86.80 points or 
0.37%.

On the National Stock Exchange (NSE), 
1,118 stocks were in the green, while 1,039 
stocks were in the red, reflecting a mixed 
market sentiment. Despite the overall de-
cline, experts point to two positive factors 
that could support the market: the declin-
ing dollar index and US bond yields, as 
well as better-than-expected Q3 results 
from major companies like Reliance In-
dustries and Infosys.

The Nifty Bank index was down by 470.55 

points, or 0.95%, trading at 48,808.15, while 
the Nifty Midcap 100 and Nifty Smallcap 
100 indices also saw declines of 0.38% and 
0.10%, respectively.

Among the top losers in the Sensex pack 
were Infosys, Axis Bank, TCS, HCL Tech, 
and Kotak Mahindra Bank, while Re-

liance, Zomato, L&T, Sun Pharma, and 
Adani Ports were some of the top gainers.

Global markets provided little support, 
with the Dow Jones closing down 0.16%, 
the S&P 500 dropping 0.21%, and the Nas-
daq slipping 0.89% in the previous session. 
In Asia, markets showed mixed perfor-
mance, with Seoul, Bangkok, and Japan 
trading in the red, while China, Jakarta, 
and Hong Kong were in the green.

Market analysts suggest that the correc-
tion in the market has made large-cap 
valuations more attractive. Nifty is cur-
rently trading at around 19 times the es-
timated FY26 earnings, making it an op-
portune time for long-term investors to 
buy quality large-cap stocks, despite the 
short-term volatility driven by foreign in-
stitutional investors’ (FIIs) selling.



OFF BEAT
10 Saturday

18th January, 2025

Don’t share OTP: Woman Falls  
to Work-From-Home Banking 

Scam via Instagram
Sharvari (name 

changed) was on 
the lookout for a legiti-
mate work-from-home 
opportunity when she 
stumbled upon an Ins-
tagram advertisement 
offering just that. The 
ad led her to a website 
where she was asked 
to fill in basic details to 
apply for the position. 
Eager to secure the job, 
Sharvari complied, not 
realizing the deceptive 
tactics that lay ahead.

The next step of the process requested her to pro-
vide sensitive information, including her bank 
account details. After entering this information, 
Sharvari received a one-time password (OTP) on 
her phone, which she promptly entered on the 
website, unknowingly advancing the scam fur-
ther.

Soon after submitting her details, Sharvari re-
ceived a payment request on her PhonePe appli-
cation, asking for a “registration fee” to finalize 
her application. Trusting the process, she paid the 
amount, but little did she know, she was falling 
victim to a well-crafted banking scam. Shortly 
after completing the transaction, an unspecified 
sum was deducted from her account, and her 
PhonePe account was blocked.

This incident serves as a stark reminder of how 
banking frauds are increasingly taking place 
through deceptive online tactics. Scammers often 
use attractive ads and offers on social media plat-
forms like Instagram to lure unsuspecting indi-
viduals into sharing their personal and banking 
information. Once the criminals have access to 
this data, they exploit it to steal money and cause 
other financial harm.

Sharvari’s case is a cautionary tale, as it highlights 
the importance of being cautious when sharing 
sensitive information online, especially when 
dealing with offers or job opportunities that seem 
too good to be true. It is crucial for individuals 
to verify the authenticity of such opportunities, 
avoid sharing banking details on suspicious web-
sites, and report any such incidents to authorities 
immediately.

China Unveils Black Panther 2.0: A 
Robotic Dog That Runs 100 Meters 

in Under 10 Seconds

Chinese scientists 
have introduced an 

impressive technologi-
cal breakthrough with 
the development of Black 
Panther 2.0, a quadru-
ped robot dog capable of 
completing a 100-meter 
sprint in less than 10 sec-
onds. This cutting-edge 
creation surpasses even 
the speed of many hu-
man athletes and show-
cases significant ad-
vancements in robotics.

Created by Zhejiang 
University, in collaboration with the Hang-
zhou-based startup Mirror Me, Black Panther 
2.0 exemplifies the future of robotic mobility. 
The robot dog’s remarkable speed is a product 
of its biomimetic design, which draws inspi-
ration from the natural movement of ani-
mals. The robot’s advanced AI-powered gait 
optimization system plays a crucial role in 
its agility, ensuring it moves efficiently and 
with precision.

The Black Panther 2.0’s performance is a 
milestone in the field of robotics, particularly 
in terms of speed and stability. The robot is 
not just fast but also exhibits high levels of 
balance and coordination, even while navi-
gating complex terrain. This ability makes 
it a potential game-changer for applications 
ranging from search and rescue missions to 
security operations.

The development of such high-performance 
robots also highlights the use of cutting-edge 
materials that enhance the durability and 
mobility of robotic limbs. These materials en-
sure that the Black Panther 2.0 can withstand 
the rigorous demands of high-speed running 
while maintaining its structural integrity.

Black Panther 2.0 is an example of how robot-
ics is evolving to match and even exceed natu-
ral capabilities. As innovations in AI, machine 
learning, and mechanical design continue to 
progress, robots like the Black Panther 2.0 
could soon become integral components in 
a variety of industries, pushing the bound-
aries of what machines can achieve. This 
breakthrough sets a new standard for robotic 
mobility, and the future promises even more 
exciting developments in this area.

Advertisers with ‘hair on fire’ brace for US TikTok ban
As the deadline for a potential U.S. ban on 

TikTok approaches, advertisers who rely 
heavily on the platform for digital marketing 
are scrambling to devise contingency plans. 
The popular Chinese-owned social media app, 
which has become a central hub for advertis-
ers, may face shutdown as early as Sunday, 
prompting a flurry of activity from marketing 
executives who are grappling with the loom-
ing uncertainty.

With TikTok’s future in the U.S. hanging in the 
balance, many in the advertising world had 
hoped that a solution would emerge before the 
ban came into effect. However, as the deadline 
nears, the realization has set in that the app’s 
status may not be resolved in time. One mar-
keting executive described the situation as a 
“hair on fire” moment, illustrating the panic 
and urgency felt by those dependent on TikTok 
for reaching audiences.

The platform has seen explosive growth in re-

cent years, with its short-form videos becom-
ing a staple for brands seeking to engage with 
younger, tech-savvy consumers. For many ad-

vertisers, TikTok is not just an optional mar-
keting channel—it has become a cornerstone 
of their digital advertising strategies. As such, 

the prospect of losing access to the platform 
has created significant disruption in the ad 
world.

While President Trump has suggested that 
a “political resolution” may be possible after 
his inauguration, the immediate concern for 
advertisers is how to navigate the next few 
days without a clear answer on TikTok’s fu-
ture. Companies are now facing the challenge 
of pivoting their marketing efforts and real-
locating budgets to other platforms, all while 
racing against the clock to adapt to the rapidly 
changing digital landscape.

As Sunday draws closer, the pressure on brands 
to react swiftly and effectively increases, with 
many hoping that the resolution comes soon-
er rather than later. The TikTok ban saga has 
now become a key issue for the advertising in-
dustry, leaving many to wonder how the land-
scape will shift in the absence of the platform.

Apple temporarily turns off feature 
amid hallucination concerns

Apple has confirmed that 
the AI-generated sum-

maries of notifications from 
news apps will be temporari-
ly unavailable for users of its 
latest beta software. The fea-
ture, which is part of the iOS 
18.3, iPadOS 18.3, and macOS 
Sequoia 15.3 beta releases, has 
been disabled for the time be-
ing.

A company spokesperson 
confirmed the disruption, ex-
plaining that users will not be able to ac-
cess notification summaries in the News 
& Entertainment category while using the 
affected beta versions. The move is seen as 
a temporary setback, and Apple is expected 
to address the issue in upcoming software 
updates.

This feature, designed to provide users with 
concise, AI-generated summaries of news 
app notifications, was introduced as part of 
Apple’s efforts to improve the overall user 
experience. It aimed to help users stay in-
formed with streamlined notifications, 
summarizing important updates without 
overwhelming them with excessive infor-
mation.

Apple has been working to enhance its AI 
infrastructure, splitting costs between its 
own data centers and third-party cloud pro-
viders with whom it contracts. This flexibil-

ity in managing AI infrastructure helps the 
company optimize performance and reduce 
overall costs while advancing its AI technol-
ogy.

The company did not specify the exact rea-
son behind the temporary removal of the 
feature, but users of the beta software can 
expect the functionality to return once Apple 
resolves the issue. Until then, users can rely 
on traditional notification methods to stay 
up-to-date with news and entertainment 
updates.

As Apple continues to refine its software 
offerings, this temporary disruption high-
lights the challenges of integrating AI fea-
tures into its ecosystem. However, it is also 
a reminder that software development is a 
continuous process, and issues like this are 
often addressed with updates to improve 
the overall user experience.

Zepto’s Discount Calculation On 
Checkout Page Triggers LOL Reactions

Zepto, the popular quick-com-
merce platform, has found itself 

at the center of an online debate af-
ter a Reddit user posted a screenshot 
of their baffling checkout page. The 
user, perplexed by the app’s billing 
calculations, humorously captioned 
the screenshot, “I am too stupid to 
understand Zepto’s maths, someone 
smart enough please help.” The post 
quickly went viral as users on Reddit 
attempted to decipher the platform’s 
puzzling calculations.

The order in question included two 
items: two 1-litre packs of Amul Ta-
aza Toned Fresh Milk, each priced 
at Rs 112, and an Ambrane Type C to 
Type C Cable (60W) that had been 
heavily discounted from Rs 499 to Rs 
19. Initially, the app showed the item 
total and GST as Rs 611.31. However, 
after applying discounts, the amount dropped dra-
matically to Rs 231.31.

Further deductions were made, including a Rs 100 
reduction from a promo voucher, listed as “Free 
Cash,” and a handling charge that decreased from 
Rs 27.99 to Rs 11.99. Other fees, such as processing, 
rain, and delivery charges, were all displayed as Rs 
0. Despite these substantial adjustments, the final 
bill amounted to Rs 145.29, with Zepto claiming the 
user saved a total of Rs 554.01.

While discounts are typically a welcomed feature 
in e-commerce, the perplexing nature of this cal-

culation has led to confusion and plenty of LOL 
reactions online. Many users questioned how the 
original price of Rs 611.31 was reduced to such a low 
final price, with some even joking that they could 
use a calculator to make sense of the math.

This incident has drawn attention to potential 
flaws in Zepto’s billing system and raised concerns 
about transparency in pricing. While some Reddi-
tors enjoyed the humor in the situation, others ex-
pressed frustration, urging the company to clarify 
how discounts and adjustments are calculated to 
avoid further confusion for customers in the fu-
ture.
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Manu Bhaker, Gukesh receive’s Khel Ratna from President 
Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan

World Chess Champion Gukesh Dommaraju 
expressed his heartfelt gratitude after re-

ceiving the prestigious Major Dhyan Chand Khel 
Ratna Award from President Draupadi Murmu on 
Friday. The young chess prodigy shared his joy 
and appreciation on Instagram, highlighting how 
significant recognition is for athletes.

Alongside Gukesh, other promi-
nent athletes, including double 
Olympic medalist Manu Bhaker, 
Indian men’s hockey team cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh, and Para 
Athlete Praveen Kumar, were also 
honored with the Major Dhyan 
Chand Khel Ratna Award during 
a ceremony held at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan.

Gukesh, who has made remark-
able strides in the world of chess, 
took to social media to express 
his emotions. “Grateful to receive 

the prestigious ‘Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 
Award 2024’ from our Honourable @presidento-
findia mam! Feels great and encouraging when 
our hard work and achievements get proper rec-
ognition,” he wrote.

The Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award is In-

dia’s highest sporting honor, given to athletes for 
their exceptional performance and contributions 
to their respective sports. Gukesh’s achievement 
is especially significant, as it reflects not only his 
personal accomplishments but also the growing 
recognition of chess in India. His rise to promi-
nence, culminating in his victory as World Chess 
Champion, has earned him admiration both na-
tionally and internationally.

For Gukesh, receiving this honor is not just a per-
sonal achievement but also an acknowledgment 
of the dedication and hard work that goes into ex-
celling at a global level. It serves as motivation to 
continue pursuing excellence and inspiring oth-
ers to follow in his footsteps.

The award ceremony, attended by various digni-
taries, was a moment of pride for all the athletes 
recognized for their contributions to sports. For 
Gukesh, it is a testament to his commitment and 
a reminder of how far hard work and persever-
ance can take an athlete in any sport.

Bopanna  Advance to Second 
Round in Mixed Doubles at 

Australian Open 2025

Rohan Bopanna 
and Zhang Shuai 

powered into the 
second round of the 
Australian Open 2025 
mixed doubles com-
petition on Friday, se-
curing a 6-4, 6-4 win 
over Kristina Mlade-
novic of France and 
Ivan Dodig from Cro-
atia.

Competing on the 
hard courts of Mel-
bourne Park, the In-
do-Chinese duo came 
out strong from the 
start. They broke 
their opponents twice 
in the opening set, 
quickly racing to a 
3-0 lead. Despite a brief resurgence from 
Mladenovic and Dodig, who managed a 
break of their own, Bopanna and Shuai 
maintained control, holding their serves 
to close out the set.

In the second set, both pairs struggled to 
hold serve initially, with no successful 
holds in the first four games. However, 
Bopanna and Shuai gained the upper 
hand when they broke Mladenovic in the 
seventh game. The pair continued their 
strong play, and Bopanna served out the 
match, securing their spot in the next 
round.

This victory marks 
another milestone 
for Bopanna, who 
previously reached 
the mixed doubles 
semi-finals at the Rio 
2016 Olympics along-
side Sania Mirza. He 
also made it to the 
Australian Open 2023 
final in mixed dou-
bles with Mirza. Al-
though Bopanna and 
his Colombian part-
ner Nicolas Barrien-
tos were eliminated 
in the opening round 
of the men’s doubles 
event by Spain’s Pedro 
Martinez and Jaume 
Munar, he will now 

look to build on this mixed doubles win.

Meanwhile, in men’s doubles, India’s N 
Sriram Balaji and his Mexican partner 
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela will face the 
Portuguese pair of Nuno Borges and Fran-
cisco Cabral on Saturday after winning 
their first-round match against Robin 
Haase of the Netherlands and Aleksandr 
Nedovyesov of Kazakhstan.

Unfortunately, India’s singles campaign 
ended early as Sumit Nagal was defeated 
by Czechia’s Tomas Machac in the first 
round.

India Set to Defend U-19 Women’s 
T20 World Cup Title in Malaysia

India’s U-19 women’s cricket team 
is all set to defend their ICC U-19 

Women’s T20 World Cup title as 
the tournament begins in Kuala 
Lumpur on Saturday. The GenNext 
cricketers, eager to maintain their 
dominance, are placed in Group A 
alongside the West Indies, Sri Lan-
ka, and hosts Malaysia. India will 
kick off their campaign against 
the West Indies on Sunday at the 
Bayuemas Oval. The team had won 
the inaugural edition of the tour-
nament in South Africa in 2023, de-
feating England by seven wickets 
in the final.

The opening day’s fixtures feature 
semi-finalists from the previous 
edition, with Australia taking on 
Scotland in Group D, and 2023 run-
ners-up England facing Ireland in 
Group B. Other Saturday match-
ups include Samoa against Nige-
ria (Group C), Bangladesh versus 
Nepal (Group D), Pakistan against 
the United States (Group B), and 
New Zealand against South Africa 
(Group C).

The 2025 edition sees 16 teams di-
vided into four groups. The top 
three teams from each group will 
advance to the Super Six stage, 
where the top two from each group 
will progress to the semi-finals. 
The tournament will conclude 
with the final on February 2.

India’s victory in 2023 was a histor-
ic moment for women’s age-group 
cricket, with captain Shafali Ver-
ma leading by example. The squad, 
coached by Nooshin Al Khadeer, 
included notable players such as 
Titas Sadhu, Shweta Sehrawat, 
and the spin trio of Mannat Kashy-
ap, Parshavi Chopra, and Archana 
Devi. With an ODI World Cup on the 
horizon later this year, the current 
squad, led by Niki Prasad, is eager 
to showcase their talent and se-
cure a spot in the senior team.

Among the key players is Hyder-
abad’s Trisha G, who has shown 
aggressive top-order batting, help-
ing India win the U-19 Asia Cup 
last month. The team also boasts 

a strong left-arm spin attack with 
Parunika Sisodia, Sonam Yadav, 
and Aayushi Shukla. India faces 
tough competition from England, 
Australia, and South Africa.

India’s squad includes captain Niki 
Prasad, vice-captain Sanika Chal-
ke, and promising talents like Tr-
isha G, Sonam Yadav, and Aayushi 
Shukla. The groups for the tourna-
ment are as follows:

Group A: India, Malaysia, Sri Lan-
ka, West Indies
Group B: England, Ireland, Paki-
stan, United States
Group C: New Zealand, Nigeria, Sa-
moa, South Africa
Group D: Australia, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Scotland

Zverev Cruises Into Fourth 
Round at Australian Open with 

Straight-Sets Win
Second seed Alexander Zverev continued his 

impressive form at the 2025 Australian Open, 
breezing past British qualifier Jacob Fearnley in 
the third round with a dominant 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 vic-
tory. The 27-year-old German needed just 2 hours 
and 2 minutes to dismantle his 92nd-ranked op-
ponent on Margaret Court Arena, advancing to the 
next stage of the tournament.

Zverev, who is aiming for his first Grand Slam 
title, will now face the winner of the all-French 
clash between Ugo Humbert and Arthur Fils for 
a spot in the quarter-finals. This victory marked 
Zverev’s 28th Australian Open win, bringing him 
just one behind Boris Becker for the most by a Ger-
man player.

Following the win, Zverev praised Fearnley for his 
remarkable progress, highlighting the 23-year-old 
Briton’s journey from college tennis and the Chal-
lenger series to competing in the third round of a 
Grand Slam. “He’s an incredible player,” said Zverev. 
“Massive respect for him. He’s only getting better.”

Zverev, who made it to the semi-finals last year, has 
been consistent throughout this year’s tournament, 
winning every set so far. He broke Fearnley early 
in the first set following a double fault and a well-
timed rally to seize control. Despite Fearnley’s resis-
tance in the second set, another double fault handed 

Zverev a break to edge closer to the victory.

In the third set, Zverev once again showed his resil-
ience after dropping an early break. He quickly re-
gained control, breaking Fearnley’s serve to lead 4-2 
before closing out the match with a final flourish.

Zverev had an outstanding 2024 season, but with 
runner-up finishes at the 2020 US Open and last 
year’s French Open, the German is eager to capture 
his first Grand Slam title in Melbourne this year.

India to Announce Squads for Champions 

Trophy and England ODIs on January 18

India’s squads for the upcoming Cham-
pions Trophy and the ODI series against 

England will be unveiled on January 18. The 
announcement will be made by India’s ODI 
captain Rohit Sharma and chief selector 
Ajit Agarkar at a media briefing at Wank-
hede Stadium in Mumbai.

The much-anticipated squads will be fi-
nalized by the men’s selection committee, 
headed by Agarkar. The selection meeting 
comes ahead of the prestigious Champions 
Trophy, set to return after a six-year hia-
tus, with India drawn in Group B alongside 
Pakistan, New Zealand, and Bangladesh. 
The tournament will begin on February 19 
in Karachi, with Pakistan facing New Zea-
land, while India will take on Bangladesh 
in Dubai the following day.

Rohit Sharma is expected to lead the squad, 
though concerns remain over the fitness of 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah. Bumrah, who had 
suffered from back spasms during the fifth 
and final Test of India’s tour of Australia 
earlier this month, has not received an of-
ficial update from the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) on his injury. Bum-
rah himself dismissed reports suggesting 
he was advised to rest and take a break, 
calling them “fake news.”

There is also speculation surrounding the 
inclusion of Karun Nair, who has been 

in outstanding form in the ongoing Vijay 
Hazare Trophy, scoring 752 runs in sev-
en innings as Vidarbha’s captain. Despite 
playing only two ODIs, the 33-year-old’s do-
mestic form has sparked calls for his inclu-
sion in the Champions Trophy squad or the 
England ODIs.

In addition, there is speculation over the 
potential selection of Yashasvi Jaiswal as a 
backup opener for the squad. Jaiswal, who 
has represented India in Tests and T20Is 
but has yet to debut in ODIs, is a strong 
contender due to his recent performances 
in domestic cricket.

With these developments, the squad an-
nouncement on January 18 is eagerly 
awaited by fans and analysts alike.



SCREEN
12 Saturday

18th January, 2025

Pawan Kalyan’s Maata Vinali: A Song Across 
Five Languages for ‘Hari Hara Veera Mallu’

The highly anticipated film 
Hari Hara Veera Mallu Part-

1: Sword vs. Spirit has entered its 
promotional phase, with a new 
song release that has already 
caught the attention of fans. 
Titled Maata Vinali, this track 
was launched by the makers of 
the movie on social media, cre-
ating a buzz among fans of the 
lead actor, Pawan Kalyan.

Composed by Oscar-winning 
music director M.M. Keeravani, 
Maata Vinali carries a profound 
message of positivity and vir-
tue. The lyrics, penned by Pen-
chal Das, resonate with themes 
of justice and strength. Pawan 
Kalyan himself has lent his 
voice to the Telugu version of 
the song, performing it while 

surrounded by followers near 
a bonfire in a forest, adding to 
the track’s deep emotional con-
nection.

In a unique move, the song has 
been localized in five languages 
to cater to a wide audience—
Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, 
Kannada, and Hindi. While 
Pawan Kalyan sings the Telugu 
version, the other versions uti-
lize artificial intelligence tech-
nology to replicate his vocals, 
with different singers perform-
ing the song in each language. 
This innovative approach al-
lows the song to maintain its 
original essence across various 
linguistic audiences.

Hari Hara Veera Mallu is a 

grand period action drama pro-
duced under Mega Surya Pro-
ductions by A. Dayakar Rao and 
A.M. Ratnam. The film is direct-
ed by Jyothi Krishna, with Krish 
Jagarlamudi contributing to the 
creative vision. The storyline re-
volves around Pawan Kalyan’s 
character, a warrior who fights 
for justice and stands up for the 
oppressed, embodying themes 
of resilience and righteousness.

The film’s release is set for 
March 28, 2025, and with its 
powerful music, strong per-
formances, and compelling 
narrative, Hari Hara Veera 
Mallu promises to be a major 
cinematic event for audiences 
across India.

NETIZENS BUZZ OVER 
‘EMERGENCY’: KANGANA 

IS “INDIRA”
Mumbai, Jan 18: Kan-
gana Ranaut’s highly 
anticipated film Emer-
gency released on Fri-
day, sparking a wave of 
reactions online. While 
many lauded her perfor-
mance as former Prime 
Minister Indira Gand-
hi, others critiqued the 
film’s box office turn-
out, painting a mixed 
picture of the ambitious 
political drama.
Social media users 
flooded platforms with 
praise for Ranaut, with 
some calling her por-
trayal of Gandhi “ex-
traordinary” and the 
film “honest and full of 
integrity.” Fans hailed 
her dual role as director 
and lead actor, echoing 
sentiments like “Kanga-
na is Indira,” referenc-
ing the iconic line, “India is Indira. Indira is 
India.”
One user wrote, “Kangana Ranaut has done 
it again! Both as director and actor, she de-
livered a masterpiece. This one deserves all 
the praise.” Another added, “One of the best 
films in a long time. Kangana is outstand-
ing. Kangana is Indira!”
However, not all feedback was positive. Crit-
ics highlighted empty theaters and under-
whelming audience turnout. A user quipped, 
“Kangana’s film is releasing today… but 
‘emergency’ conditions continue at the the-
ater.” Another noted, “Almost three people 
are here to watch. I don’t know why more 
aren’t coming.”

About the Film
Emergency explores the turbulent 21-month 
period of the 1975 Emergency, one of India’s 
most controversial chapters. The film fo-
cuses on Gandhi’s leadership during a time 
marked by political crackdowns and societal 
unrest.
Kangana Ranaut stars as Indira Gandhi, 
with Anupam Kher portraying Jayaprakash 
Narayan. The ensemble cast also includes 
Manisha Koirala, Milind Soman, Bhumika 
Chawla, and the late Satish Kaushik.
Despite the polarizing reactions, Emergency 
is stirring conversations about history, pol-
itics, and Kangana Ranaut’s bold cinematic 
choices.

Naga Chaitanya Cooks Fish Curry for 
Fishermen in Heartwarming Gesture

Naga Chaitanya, known for his down-
to-earth nature, has shown his car-

ing side once again, this time through a 
heartfelt gesture towards the fishermen of 
Vishakhapatnam. The actor, who is gearing 
up for his much-anticipated film Thandel, 
took time out from his busy schedule to ful-
fill a promise he had made during a previ-
ous visit. Chaitanya, who plays the role of 
Thandel Raju in the film, had promised the 
fishermen that he would cook them a fish 
curry, and he did just that.

In an intimate gathering, Chaitanya pre-
pared Chepala Pulusu (fish curry) with his 
own hands, showcasing his cooking skills. 
The fishermen were full of praise for the 
dish, calling it delicious and expressing 
their gratitude. In return, they wished him 
and the film team the best of success with 
Thandel.

This personal connection with the locals is 
part of the actor’s deep involvement in his 
role and the film’s storyline, which is based 
on real-life events. Thandel marks one of 
Naga Chaitanya’s most ambitious proj-
ects, with the highest budget of his career 
to date. Directed by Chandoo Mondeti and 

produced under the Geetha Arts banner, the 
film’s pre-production phase was meticu-
lously crafted to stay true to the source ma-
terial and its characters.

Sai Pallavi stars alongside Naga Chaitanya 
as the female lead in this gripping tale. The 
music for the film is composed by the re-
nowned Devi Sri Prasad, and the first two 
songs from the soundtrack have already 

struck a chord with audiences, becoming 
chartbusters.

Presented by Allu Aravind and produced by 
Bunny Vasu, Thandel promises to be a cin-
ematic journey rooted in reality, with Naga 
Chaitanya’s personal touch adding to the 
film’s authenticity. Fans and filmgoers are 
eagerly awaiting its release as it builds mo-
mentum.

Vishwaksen Shines in Dual Role in ‘Laila’ Teaser
Vishwaksen’s upcoming film 

Laila has generated signifi-
cant buzz following the release 
of its official teaser. In this in-
triguing project, Vishwaksen 
showcases his acting versatility 
by portraying both male and fe-
male roles, a challenge he pulls 
off with remarkable ease. The 
teaser has already captivated 
audiences, thanks to the strik-
ing visual contrast of his char-
acters, Sonu Model and Laila.

The teaser begins with the char-
acter of Sonu Model, played by 
Vishwaksen, being accused by 
locals of engaging in romantic 
escapades with the women in 
the area. However, a surprising 
twist occurs as Sonu undergoes 
a transformation into the beau-
tiful and enigmatic Laila. This 
shift in identity piques the curi-
osity of the audience, creating a 
sense of suspense and intrigue 

that promises an engaging nar-
rative.

Vishwaksen impresses with his 
portrayal of this multifaceted 
character, effortlessly switch-
ing between the energetic, mis-
chievous Sonu and the alluring, 
graceful Laila. His dynamic per-
formance hints at the depth of 
the role and sets the stage for an 
exciting cinematic experience.

Director Ram Narayan deserves 
credit for conceptualizing such 
a unique storyline, where gen-
der roles and identities blur in 
a way that is both entertaining 
and thought-provoking. Cine-
matographer Richard Prasad’s 
visual direction complements 
the narrative, enhancing the 
allure of the story with beauti-
ful shots. Music director Leon 

James also adds to the overall 
impact with a score that prom-
ises to heighten the emotional 
appeal of the film.

Produced by Sahu Garapati 
under the Shine Screens ban-
ner, Laila boasts impressive 
production values, ensuring a 
high-quality cinematic experi-
ence. The teaser has certainly 
stirred anticipation, and with 
the release date set for February 
14th, the film is poised to offer 
a captivating blend of romance, 
drama, and intrigue.

With the growing buzz sur-
rounding Laila, Vishwaksen’s 
dual performance and the in-
triguing concept are sure to 
make this film a highly antici-
pated release. Fans are eagerly 
awaiting what promises to be 
a standout performance on the 
big screen.

Shahid Kapoor’s 
‘Deva’ Trailer 
Released: A 

Glimpse of His 
Ruthless Cop Role

Bollywood actor Shahid 
Kapoor’s much-antici-

pated film Deva has dropped 
its official trailer, generat-
ing excitement among fans 
and film enthusiasts alike. 
Directed by Malayalam 
filmmaker Roshan Andros, 
Deva promises to offer an 
intense and gripping nar-
rative, with Shahid Kapoor 
taking on the role of a ruth-
less policeman.

The film draws inspiration 
from Amitabh Bachchan’s 
iconic Deva, with Shahid’s 
character set to embody 
a tough and no-nonsense 
law enforcement officer. 
The trailer gives a sneak 
peek into the gritty world of 
Shahid’s character, who is 
determined to clean up the 
streets with his unwavering 
approach. His powerful por-
trayal of the cop is a major 
highlight of the trailer, leav-
ing audiences eager to see 
more of his commanding 
screen presence.

In addition to Shahid Ka-
poor, the movie features 
a talented ensemble cast, 
including Pooja Hegde and 
Pavel Gulati in pivotal roles. 

Both actors add their charm 
and depth to the story, sup-
porting Shahid’s intense 
performance. The film, 
which has already complet-
ed shooting, is set to hit the 
theaters on January 31, and 
the trailer has raised the bar 
for what promises to be an 
action-packed thriller.

The trailer showcases thrill-
ing action sequences, emo-
tional moments, and a 
gripping storyline, making 
it one of the most awaited 
films of the year. The film’s 
dynamic direction by Ro-
shan Andros and the stellar 
performances from the cast 
are expected to captivate au-
diences.

With the trailer going viral, 
the excitement around Deva 
continues to grow. Fans are 
eagerly waiting for its re-
lease to witness Shahid Ka-
poor in a completely differ-
ent avatar, as the ruthless 
cop in Deva. As the release 
date approaches, the buzz 
surrounding the film is ex-
pected to intensify, and it 
is poised to be a major con-
tender at the box office.


