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Allu Arjun Arrested, 
Remanded & Granted Bail
TPN Correspondent
Hyderabad, Dec 14
Allu Arjun, the popular ac-
tor known for his role in 
Pushpa, was arrested in 
connection with a stampede 
that occurred near Sandhya 
Theatre during the release 
of his film Pushpa 2. Tragi-
cally, a woman lost her life 
in the incident. The police 
arrived at Allu Arjun’s resi-
dence without prior notice, 
requesting his cooperation 
in the ongoing investigation.
The arrest, which had not 
been disclosed beforehand, 
involved the police asking 
Allu Arjun to accompany 
them without being giv-
en time to change clothes. 
However, the actor re-
mained calm and composed, 
stopping the police and tak-
ing a few moments to drink 
coffee while conversing 
with his father. He also en-
couraged his distressed wife 
and shared a brief moment 
of affection with her before 
agreeing to go with the authorities. The 
entire sequence was witnessed by fans 
and netizens, who commented on Allu 
Arjun’s poise, drawing comparisons to 
his Pushparaj character’s unwavering 
confidence in the film.
After being taken to Chikkadapalli 
police station, Allu Arjun underwent 
medical tests at Gandhi Hospital. Fol-
lowing the tests, he was brought before 

the Nampally court. After some legal 
arguments, the court remanded the 
actor for 14 days.
In response, Allu Arjun’s legal team 
filed a quash petition in the High Court 
to dismiss the case. The court granted 
conditional bail, postponing the hear-
ing on the petition. The actor’s fans are 
rallying behind him, hoping for a fa-
vorable resolution in the case.

Allu and Mega Family Reunited
Credits Go to Chikkadpally Police

TPN Correspndent
Hyderabad, Dec 14
Allu Arjun’s recent arrest in con-
nection with the stampede inci-
dent at Sandhya Theatre on the re-
lease day of Pushpa 2 has sparked 
a wave of reactions from fans and 
celebrities alike, bringing the Mega 
family closer together. The arrest, 
which followed the tragic death of 
a woman in the stampede, led to 
discussions not only about the in-
cident but also about the strained 
relationship within the Mega and 
Allu families.

During the Andhra Pradesh elec-
tions, Allu Arjun showed his support 
for YSRCP leader Shilpa Ravi, which 
led to speculation about a shift in his 
political affiliations. The Allu fami-
ly, traditionally aligned with Pawan 
Kalyan, distanced themselves from 
the Jana Sena leader in favor of Shil-
pa Ravi, causing a rift in the family 
bond. This political move was met 
with trolling, especially from Mega 
fans who were unhappy with the 
family’s support for a rival political 

leader.
Allu Arjun, known for his outspo-
ken nature, addressed the trolling 
during a film function, stating, “If 
I like, I can go anywhere, if I don’t 
like, I will not go,” making it clear 
that he would not be influenced by 
the opinions of others regarding his 
choices.

The tension between the Mega and 
Allu families became more evident 
when Mega fans did not support 
Pushpa 2, reflecting their displeasure 
over the family’s political stance. 
However, Allu Arjun’s recent arrest, 
followed by his release on condition-

al bail, has inadvertently brought 
the Mega family back together, with 
celebrities and fans coming to his 
support.

In the wake of the arrest, several 
prominent figures in the Telugu film 
industry, including members of the 
Mega family, have expressed their 
solidarity with Allu Arjun, showcas-
ing the family’s unity despite the 
past differences. The incident has 
not only sparked debates about pol-
itics but has also led to a renewed 
sense of family support for the actor.
In this entire episode Credit goes to 
Chikkadpally Police 

TPN Correspondent
Telangana, Dec 14
Telangana has set an ambitious goal of 
generating 20 GW of renewable energy by 
2030 and aims to double this to 40 GW by 
2035, Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka Mallu announced. The Deputy CM 
unveiled the 2025 Electricity Conservation 
Calendar at Pragathi Bhavan as part of 
the upcoming National Energy Conserva-
tion Week (December 14–20).
Speaking at the event, Deputy CM Mallu 
emphasized the state’s commitment to 
the renewable energy sector, highlighting 
ongoing efforts to implement technolo-
gy-driven measures for energy conser-
vation and efficiency. He assured that a 
comprehensive action plan will be devel-
oped to achieve these targets.

Key Achievements and 
Initiatives by TGREDCO
1. Energy Conservation Building Code 
(ECBC):
•	 Telangana leads the nation in ECBC 

implementation.
•	 879 commercial buildings have been 

converted, saving 392.21 million units 
of electricity.

2. Cool Roof Policy (2023–28):
•	 The first policy of its kind in India, re-

ducing heat impacts and energy con-
sumption during summers.

3. Perform, Achieve, and Trade (PAT) 
Program:
•	 43 industries in the state identified as 

PAT Designated Consumers.
•	 Saved 0.24 million tons of oil equiva-

lent energy in the first two cycles.
4. Demand Side Management (DSM):
•	 Hyderabad saved 40 MW of electricity.
•	 17.23 lakh streetlights replaced with 

LEDs, saving 439 million units state-
wide.

•	 Distributed 32 lakh energy-efficient 
devices such as LED bulbs, tube lights, 
and BLDC fans.

5. Awareness and Education Programs:
•	 168 energy clubs established in 

schools to promote energy conserva-
tion awareness.

•	 Modern LEDs replaced outdated ap-
pliances in government institutions, 
saving 2.87 million units.

6. Recognition and Awards:
•	 Telangana has won the National Elec-

tricity Conservation Awards (NECA) 
three times.

•	 Annual Telangana State Energy Con-
servation Awards (TSECA) celebrate 
excellence in energy-saving initia-
tives.

TGREDCO’s collaboration with the Bureau 
of Energy Efficiency (BEE) was lauded for 
driving these initiatives. Extensive cam-
paigns, rallies, and debates will mark 
Electricity Conservation Week to further 
spread awareness about the importance 
of sustainable energy practices.
TGREDCO officials, including GM GSV 
Prasad, DGM Venkataramana, and Proj-
ect Director Radhika, outlined the state’s 
progress and plans during the event.

Telangana Targets 20 GW 
Green Power by 2030

Ensure Comprehensive Preparations For Saraswathi 
Pushkaralu 2025

Endowments Minister Konda 
Surekha Instructed Officials.
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Ensure Comprehensive 
Preparations For Saraswathi 

Pushkaralu 2025
Endowments Minister Konda 
Surekha Instructed Officials.

TPN Correspondent
Telangana, Dec 14
Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy led Telangana gov-
ernment is gearing up for 
the Saraswati Pushkara-
lu, scheduled to be held 
in May 2025 at Kalesh-
waram. On Friday, Tel-
angana Minister for For-
ests, Environment, and 
Endowments, Smt. Kon-
da Surekha, conducted 
a review meeting at the 
Secretariat with officials 
from various depart-
ments to ensure seamless 
arrangements for the re-
ligious event.

Minister Surekha empha-
sized the need for clean 
sanitation, adequate 
drinking water supply, 
uninterrupted power, 
temporary toilets, medi-
cal facilities, and special 
bus services for devotees. 

She urged all departments 
to work in coordination 
to ensure a smooth and 
hassle-free experience for 
the anticipated influx of 
devotees from Telangana 
and nearby states.

The meeting was at-
tended by key officials, 
including Endowments 
Department Principal 
Secretary Shailaja Rama-
yar, Commissioner Sri-
dhar, Telangana Tourism 
Corporation MD Prakash 
Reddy, Jayashankar Bhu-
palapalli District Collector 
Rahul Sharma, SP Kiran, 
RJC Ramakrishna Rao, 
Additional Commission-
er Krishnaveni, Assistant 
Commissioner Sunitha, 
Conservation Architect 
Surya Narayana Murthy, 
and Kaleshwaram Tem-
ple EO Maruti, among 
others.

Formula E Case: Governor 
Approves Investigation 

Against KTR

TPN, Telangana:  Telangana Governor 
Jishnu Dev Varma has granted ap-
proval for an Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) investigation into former min-
ister and BRS working president K.T. 
Rama Rao (KTR) concerning alleged ir-
regularities in the organization of the 
Formula E race in 2023. The decision 
sets the stage for KTR to potentially 
face questioning.
The case, brought forward by the Re-
vanth Reddy-led government, alleges 
financial misconduct in payments 
made during the planning and execu-
tion of the international racing event. 
According to the complaint, the BRS 
government, under then-Chief Min-
ister K. Chandrashekar Rao (KCR), en-
tered into agreements with foreign 
companies without obtaining neces-
sary permissions from the Reserve 
Bank of India or the state’s Finance 
Department. Payments amounting to 
₹55 crore were reportedly made to for-
eign entities from the Municipal Ad-
ministration and Urban Development 
(MAUD) budget, violating established 

protocols.
The event, organized on a special-
ly constructed three-kilometer track 
around Hyderabad’s Tank Bund, was 
touted as a landmark achievement at 
the time. However, post-event inves-
tigations conducted after a change in 
government revealed significant pro-
cedural lapses. Officials disclosed that 
payments were made based on direc-
tives from KTR, then the Minister for 
MAUD, raising concerns about finan-
cial transparency.
With the Governor’s green signal, the 
ACB is expected to serve notices to 
KTR as part of its investigation. The 
inquiry aims to ascertain his role in 
the alleged mismanagement of public 
funds.
The Formula E race, once celebrated 
as a milestone for Hyderabad, now 
faces scrutiny as a potential example 
of financial impropriety. The investi-
gation could have significant political 
ramifications, given KTR’s prominent 
position in the BRS and the state’s po-
litical landscape.

Telangana Health Minister Calls for Central 
Monitoring System to Improve Hospital Operations

TPN Correspondent
Hyderabad, Dec 14

Telangana Health Minister C. 
Damodar Raja Narasimha em-
phasized the need for a central 
monitoring system for hos-
pitals across the state to en-
sure better accountability and 
prompt action in healthcare 
services. Speaking on Decem-
ber 12, Narasimha outlined the 
establishment of a central por-
tal to monitor essential medi-
cine and equipment availabili-
ty, with plans to operationalize 
it soon. He also instructed officials to 
prepare a list of essential equipment, 
similar to the existing essential drugs 
list.

Narasimha directed that equip-
ment repairs be completed with-
in four days based on severity and 
called for maintenance contracts 
for out-of-warranty machinery. In 
a bid to address staff shortages in 
hospitals, he ordered the creation of 
a state-level chief biomedical engi-
neer position and the appointment 
of temporary biomedical engineers 
for each district.

The minister’s directives came after a 
meeting at the Aarogyasri Healthcare 
Trust office, where senior officials 
reviewed diagnostics equipment, 
fire safety measures, and the avail-
ability of medicines in government 
hospitals. Key figures at the meeting 
included Health Secretary Christina 
Z. Chongthu, Family Welfare Com-
missioner RV Karnan, and the CEO of 
Aarogyasri Trust, Shiva Shankar.

Narasimha was briefed on reports 
from 10 task force teams that were 
deployed to inspect hospitals across 
Telangana. The teams assessed diag-
nostic equipment, fire safety adher-

ence, and medicine availabil-
ity. Their findings highlighted 
several deficiencies, partic-
ularly in fire safety systems, 
including faulty fire alarms 
and smoke detectors. As a re-
sult, the minister mandated 
the installation of updated 
fire safety equipment, includ-
ing alarms and extinguish-
ers, in all government hospi-
tals. Fire safety officers will 
be appointed, and staff will 
undergo training on proper 
equipment usage.

Additionally, Narasimha instruct-
ed hospitals to manage medicine 
supplies in three stages and ensure 
proper use of medicines nearing ex-
piry. Regular inspections of medical 
stores and hospital pharmacies will 
be carried out, with severe penalties 
for negligent purchases or underuti-
lization of medical supplies.

The review concluded with the direc-
tive to update fire safety plans, re-
place outdated electrical cables, and 
enhance staff awareness, underlin-
ing the importance of accountability 
in ensuring the safety and quality of 
healthcare services in the state.

Telangana Governor 
opens high-performance 
facility at AMF Academy

TPN Correspondent
Hyderabad, Dec 14

 Telangana Governor Jishnu Dev Var-
ma inaugurated a state-of-the-art 
high-performance facility at the Adi-
tya Mehta Foundation’s (AMF) Infin-
ity Para Sports Academy in Begum-
pet. The ceremony was marked by 
the felicitation of athletes who have 
brought pride to the nation with their 
achievements at both national and 
international levels.
Governor Dev Varma praised the 
athletes for their dedication and re-
silience, despite facing significant 
challenges. “These remarkable ath-
letes have defied the odds, training 
relentlessly and achieving extraordi-
nary milestones. Their journey is an 
inspiring reminder that with deter-
mination and support, the impossible 
becomes possible,” he said, acknowl-
edging their perseverance in over-
coming barriers.
Aditya Mehta, founder of the AMF 
and the Paracycling Coach for the 
Indian Para Cycling Team, highlight-
ed the academy’s role in empower-
ing athletes. The newly inaugurated 
High-Performance Para-Sports Acad-
emy boasts world-class training pro-
grams and cutting-edge resources 

designed to help athletes excel at the 
global level, with the goal of shining 
at the 2028 Paralympics.
The AMF, a non-profit charitable trust 
and Asia’s first of its kind, has trained 
over 8,000 individuals and won more 
than 300 international medals. The 
foundation collaborates with insti-
tutions such as Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalayas, Kendriya Vidyalayas, and 
the Central Armed Police Forces to 
further its reach and impact.
The event also saw the recognition 
of several outstanding athletes, in-
cluding Para-cyclists Arshad Shaik 
and Jyoti Gaderiya, who represented 
India at the Paralympics; hand-cy-
clists Prashant Arkal and Yogesh 
Ahire from Maharashtra; Aryavardan 
Cheelampalli from Telangana; and 
Pawan Kanoji from Andhra Pradesh. 
Additionally, young athletes from the 
Centre of Excellence at JNV Rangared-
dy, who earned 16 medals—five gold, 
eight silver, and three bronze—at the 
World Ability Games 2024, were also 
honored.
The event celebrated not only the ath-
letes’ accomplishments but also the 
vital role the AMF plays in nurtur-
ing talent and helping athletes reach 
their full potential.

HYDRAA Clarifies Its Role Amid Musi 
River Rejuvenation Concerns

TPN Correspondent
Hyderabad, Dec 14

Hyderabad Disaster Response and 
Asset Protection Agency (HYDRAA) 
Commissioner AV Ranganath has re-
sponded to claims that the agency 
was involved in marking and demol-
ishing residences along the Musi Riv-
er. Ranganath clarified that HYDRAA 
is not responsible for such activities, 
emphasizing that certain organiza-
tions are spreading false information 
about the agency.

His statement was prompted by 
growing concerns on social media 
after the death of an auto driver in 
Ramanthapur. The driver reportedly 
died of a heart attack after his house 
was marked for demolition as part 
of the Musi River rejuvenation proj-
ect. The incident sparked speculation 
among local residents, with some 
linking the marking of the house to 
the driver’s death.

Ranganath dismissed the allega-
tions, saying that the agency has no 
role in the marking or demolition of 
properties. He warned that legal ac-
tion would be taken against those 
who intentionally spread mislead-
ing information that causes panic 
among the public.

The Musi River rejuvenation project 
has been a major urban initiative 
aimed at cleaning and revitalizing 
the river, which has long faced is-
sues related to encroachments and 
pollution. However, the demolition of 
encroachments along the riverbanks 
has raised concerns among some 
residents, especially those who fear 
losing their homes.

Ranganath further urged the public 
to refrain from believing or sharing 
unverified news and assured them 
that the government would ensure 
fair and transparent procedures in 
the project’s execution. The clarifica-
tion is seen as an effort to ease public 
anxiety and prevent further misin-
formation from spreading.

As the Musi River project progresses, 
officials are working to address the 
concerns of affected residents and 
clarify their roles in the ongoing ur-
ban development efforts.

Law Will Take Its Course 
in Allu Arjun Arrest, Says 

CM Revanth Reddy
TPN, Hyderabad: Tel-
angana Chief Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy 
stated that the law 
was taking its own 
course of action re-
garding the arrest of 
film actor Allu Arjun 
on Friday in connec-
tion with the tragic stam-
pede at a city theatre. The 
incident resulted in the 
death of one person and left 
several injured.

Addressing media in New 
Delhi, the Chief Minister 
clarified, “I have no role in 
this, and all are equal before 
the law. Police are initiat-
ing action as per rules, and 
things are being handled in 
accordance with the law.”

The stampede occurred 
during the premiere of 
Allu Arjun’s film Pushpa 
2, leading to public debate 
over safety measures at 
high-profile events.

In a separate context, Re-
vanth Reddy responded to 
a previous incident where 
Allu Arjun, at the Pushpa 2 
success meet, failed to recall 
the Chief Minister’s name 

but expressed gratitude to 
the Telangana government 
for allowing a hike in ticket 
prices for the movie.

Commenting on other is-
sues, the Chief Minister ad-
dressed the ongoing family 
dispute involving Tollywood 
actor Mohan Babu, saying 
that court directions were 
being followed. Regarding 
speculation about a cabinet 
expansion, Revanth Reddy 
dismissed it as rumors, stat-
ing that any such decision 
would require consultations 
with senior leaders, includ-
ing the PCC Chief and Depu-
ty Chief Minister.

The CM further noted the 
ongoing Parliament session 
in New Delhi and the con-
current Assembly session 
in Telangana as key focus 
areas for the government at 
present.
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TPN, Telangana: Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy faced tough questions regarding the 
Telangana government’s failure to imple-
ment its “electoral guarantees” during 
a national television news programme 
in New Delhi on Friday. When pressed 
about the promised financial assistance 
to farmers, farm labourers, and monthly 
aid to women, the Chief Minister dodged 
the questions, attempting to shift the fo-

cus onto Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
unfulfilled promises.

“Did Modi ji deposit Rs.15 lakh into ev-
ery poor person’s bank account? Did he 
double farmers’ income?” Revanth Reddy 
countered, criticizing the Prime Minister 
for deceiving the public over the last 11 
years without facing similar scrutiny. He 
argued that because the Congress believes 

in democracy, they were being unfairly 
targeted.

Responding to allegations that Telangana 
had become Congress’ “ATM” and was levy-
ing “RR Tax,” the Chief Minister demanded 
evidence to substantiate such claims, sug-
gesting that sweeping statements from 
the Prime Minister were unjustified.

Addressing the controversy surrounding 
Adani Group’s investments in Telangana 
and Congress MP Rahul Gandhi’s opposi-
tion in New Delhi, Revanth Reddy clari-
fied that Rahul Gandhi’s concern was not 
against Adani or Ambani investments per 
se. “All he wanted was a fair and level 
playing field for all competitors, without 
out-of-the-way allocations to the Adani 
Group,” he said, referring to the transfer 
of Mumbai Airport management to the 
Adani Group from GVK Group.

“I am not extending any favours to Adani 
or any other person,” Revanth Reddy 
maintained, stressing his commitment to 
fairness and transparency in governance.

CM Revanth Reddy Dodges Questions 
on Implementation of Guarantees

Blames Modi’s Promises

TPN, Telangana: Telangana Jagruthi founder and BRS MLC K 
Kavitha on Friday strongly criticized the Congress government 
for altering the design of the Telangana Thalli statue, calling it 
an attack on the cultural identity of the State. She condemned 
the removal of Bathukamma, a cherished symbol of Telanga-
na’s heritage, from the statue, branding it as an affront to the 
sentiments of the people.

Speaking to the media at her residence, Kavitha asserted that 
the people of Telangana will not bow down to such government 
diktats. “Even the British never imposed such restrictions on 
Bharat Mata statues during the Indian independence struggle. 
This move is undemocratic and disrespectful,” she remarked, 
condemning the gazette notification enforcing the revised de-
sign. The directive mandates the installation of statues with 
the altered design statewide, threatening criminal penalties 
for non-compliance.

Kavitha pointed out that Bathukamma was officially recog-
nized as a State festival during the BRS regime and demanded 
action against Congress leaders, including Ministers, who in-
sulted it by questioning its necessity in the hands of Telangana 
Thalli.

She accused the Congress of politicizing Telangana’s heritage, 
alleging that the redesign replaces Bathukamma with the 
Congress party’s hand symbol. Kavitha questioned the secrecy 
surrounding the altered design until the last minute if it had 
people’s approval.

“Gandhis, including late Indira Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, Pri-
yanka, and Rahul Gandhi, have all celebrated Bathukamma. 
However, they remain silent as their Congress Chief Minis-
ter erases it from the Telangana Thalli statue to please them. 
Revanth Reddy, with zero role in our statehood movement, is 
now destroying the soul of Telangana’s heritage,” she said, de-
manding that the Congress clarify its stance on the issue and 
ask whether Rahul Gandhi endorses this attack on Telangana’s 
identity.

Kavitha urged citizens to resist the Congress government’s as-
sault on Telangana’s cultural legacy. “This is not about a stat-
ue; it’s about preserving the spirit of Telangana and respecting 
its people,” she added.

BRS MLC Kavitha Calls 
Alteration of Telangana 
Thalli Statue an Attack 
on Telangana Identity

TPN, Telangana:  BRS work-
ing president KT Rama Rao on 
Friday lashed out at the Con-
gress government over the 
arrest of National Award-win-
ning actor Allu Arjun, calling 
it the “pinnacle of insecurity” 
by those in power. Rama Rao 
criticized the high-handed be-
haviour of the government, 
where the actor was treated 
as a common criminal despite 
not being directly responsi-
ble for the tragic stampede at 
Sandhya theatre in Hyderabad 
recently.

“I totally sympathize with the victims of 
the stampede, but who is truly at fault 
here?” Rama Rao questioned, suggesting 
that the government should take account-
ability rather than resorting to punitive 
actions against the actor. He stressed that 

treating Allu Arjun with disrespect was 
uncalled for, especially for something he 
is not directly responsible for. “There is al-
ways space for respect and dignified con-
duct in such situations,” he added.

Rama Rao argued that Allu Arjun’s arrest 
appeared to be an attempt by the Congress 

government to divert public atten-
tion from their failures, particu-
larly in their treatment of tribal 
farmer Heeya Naik. “Let’s not for-
get or forgive,” he asserted.

Drawing a parallel, Rama Rao 
criticized Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy, stating that by the same 
“perverse logic,” the Chief Minister 
himself should be held account-
able for the deaths of two innocent 
people in Hyderabad due to the 
fear psychosis caused by HYDRAA, 
which marked the victims’ houses 
for demolition.

“This is not just about an actor’s arrest,” 
Rama Rao concluded, “but a reflection of 
the insecurity and misdirected priorities of 
the Congress government, which is more 
interested in covering up its own failures 
than delivering justice to its people.”

KTR Condemns Congress Govt’s High-Handed Behaviour 
in Allu Arjun’s Arrest, Calls it ‘Pinnacle of Insecurity’

TPN, Telangana: Former Minister and 
senior MLA T Harish Rao strongly con-
demned the arrest of National Award-win-
ning actor Allu Arjun, describing it as an 
act of misplaced priorities by the Congress 
government. He criticized the adminis-
tration for a series of governance failures 
leading to the loss of lives of citizens.“It 
is deeply saddening that Revathi lost her 
life in a stampede while attending a mov-
ie screening. But who authorized the ben-
efit shows? Who allowed the film to be 
screened without adequate precautions? 
The real culprits are the rulers of the 
State,” Harish Rao said, blaming the Con-
gress government for its negligence.

Drawing attention to other incidents un-

der the Congress regime, Harish Rao ques-
tioned why the Chief Minister’s brothers 
have been spared despite their alleged role 
in several tragedies. “If former sarpanch 
Sai Reddy of Kondareddypalli, the Chief 
Minister’s native village, leaves behind a 
suicide note blaming harassment by Re-
vanth Reddy’s brothers, why aren’t they 
arrested? If farmer Surender Reddy com-

mits suicide at Medchal agriculture office 
over ration card issues and loan waiver 
delays, why isn’t action taken against the 
CM?” he asked.

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) legisla-
tor charged the government for failing to 
act on critical issues, citing the deaths of 
farmers, food poisoning incidents in hos-
tels leading to 49 student deaths, and the 
devastation of tribal lives in Lagacherla 
due to land acquisition for a pharma vil-
lage. “The law should respond not only in 
Allu Arjun’s case but also against Revanth 
Reddy and his brothers. The law must 
be impartial and hold everyone account-
able,” he asserted.

Allu Arjun Arrest: Harish Rao Condemns Lack of 
Action Against CM Revanth Reddy and His Brothers

TPN, Sangareddy: Sangareddy MLA Chintha Prabhakar demand-
ed immediate fulfillment of promises made to Samagra Siksha 
Abhiyan (SSA) employees by the Telangana government. Show-
ing his support for the protesting employees who were on a re-
lay hunger strike in Sangareddy on Friday, Prabhakar pointed 
out that Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy came to power with 
assurances to fulfill all their demands before the elections.

Prabhakar called upon the SSA employees to teach the Congress 
Party a lesson in the upcoming MLC elections for ignoring these 
promises. He expressed his unwavering support to the employ-
ees until the government addresses and fulfills the promises 
made to them. BRS leaders Kasala Buchi Reddy, Vijendar Reddy, 
R Venkateshwarlu, and others were also present at the protest, 
showing solidarity with the cause.

Teach a Lesson to Congress 
in MLC Elections for 

Ignoring Promises: Chintha 
Prabhakar

TPN, Telangana: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has is-
sued notices to former BRS 
MLA Marri Janardhan Reddy 
and three others in connection 
with the alleged Bhoodan land 
scam. The individuals have 
been directed to appear for 
questioning on December 16 as 
part of the investigation under 
the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).
The ED's notices extend to 
Vamsiram Builders Subba Red-
dy, Talasu Surya Teja of Am-
moda Developers, and K Sid-
dha Reddy of KCR Mines, who 
are alleged beneficiaries of the 

fraudulent land transactions. 
The investigation has also 
scrutinized the involvement 
of Telangana IAS officer Amoy, 
whose statements have been 
recorded multiple times.
The ED is investigating alleged 
irregularities concerning 50 
acres of Bhoodan land in Naga-
ram village, Maheshwaram 
mandal, Rangareddy district. 
This probe forms part of a 
broader inquiry into a suspect-
ed scam involving 100 acres of 
Bhoodan land.
The Telangana Bhoodan Yajna 
Board previously issued evic-
tion notices to land allottees, 

alleging illegal transactions. 
The investigation began fol-
lowing an FIR registered by the 
Maheshwaram police in 2023, 
based on a private complaint 
by Dastagir Sharif of Mehdi-
patnam.
•	 Fake Sale Deeds: The 
complaint alleges that despite 
the 42-acre land in Nagaram 
village being classified as gov-
ernment property in October 
2021, fraudulent sale deeds 
were registered, and passbooks 
were issued.
•	 Illegal Alienation: The 
land, listed under the prohib-
ited category (Section 22-A of 

the Indian Stamp Act), was al-
legedly sold for private purpos-
es using fake documents.

The ED's Hyderabad unit has 
highlighted that these trans-
actions appear to be part of a 
larger scheme to divert gov-
ernment land. As the investi-
gation progresses, additional 
details and potential implica-
tions for other officials or en-
tities may emerge.

Further developments are an-
ticipated following the ques-
tioning of the summoned indi-
viduals.

ED Summons Former BRS MLA Marri 
Janardhan Reddy in Bhoodan Land Scam
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TPN, Telangana: The India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), Hyderabad, has predicted a signifi-
cant dip in nighttime temperatures across Telan-
gana over the next five days. Isolated areas in the 
state are expected to experience minimum tem-
peratures ranging between 2°C and 4°C.

While dry weather conditions will prevail, Hyder-
abad and a few other regions will witness misty 
or hazy mornings. The minimum temperature in 
Hyderabad is likely to hover around 15°C. However, 
several districts, including Adilabad, Hanumakon-
da, Jagtial, Jangaon, Jayashankar Bhupalapally, 
Kamareddy, Karimnagar, Sangareddy, Siddipet, 
Nizamabad, and Rajanna Sircilla, are expected to 
see cooler nights, with temperatures ranging be-
tween 11°C and 15°C over the next week.

According to the Telangana State Development 
Planning Society (TSDPS), Adilabad and Komaram 
Bheem recorded temperatures between 8.3°C and 

9.8°C between Thursday and the early hours of Fri-
day, marking the chilliest conditions in the state. 
In comparison, the average nighttime tempera-
ture in Hyderabad was recorded at 14.8°C.

Residents in affected areas are advised to prepare 
for colder weather, especially in the early morn-
ings and nights, as temperatures continue to dip 
in the coming days.

Brace for the Chill

Telangana Braces for Minimum 
Temperatures Below 4°C

TPN, Telangana: Hyderabad cricketers G Tri-
sha and Drithi Kesari have been selected for 
the India Under-19 women’s cricket team set to 
compete in the inaugural Asian Cricket Coun-
cil (ACC) Women’s U19 Asia Cup. The tourna-
ment will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
from December 15 to 22. Additionally, anoth-
er Hyderabad player, G Kavya Sree, has been 
named as a standby for the team.

India U19 is placed in Group A, alongside Paki-
stan and Nepal. Group B features Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, and host nation Malaysia. India 

will begin their campaign against arch-rivals 
Pakistan on December 15 and will face Nepal 
in their second group-stage match on Decem-
ber 17.

The team, led by captain Niki Prasad and 
vice-captain Sanika Chalke, aims to make a 
strong impression in this inaugural tourna-
ment.

India U-19 Women’s Squad:

Captain: Niki Prasad
Vice-Captain: Sanika Chalke
Players: G Trisha, Kamalini G (WK), Bhavika 
Ahire (WK), Ishawari Awasare, Mithila Vinod, 
Joshitha VJ, Sonam Yadav, Parunika Sisodi-
ya, Kesari Drithi, Aayushi Shukla, Anandita 
Kishor, MD Shabnam, Nandhana S
Standbys: Hurley Gala, Happy Kumari, G Kavya 
Sree, Gayatri Survase
The Hyderabad cricket community is celebrat-
ing this achievement, with hopes high for a 
stellar performance by Trisha, Drithi, and the 
entire team in the tournament.

Hyderabad’s Trisha and Drithi Selected 
for India U-19 Women’s Cricket Team

TPN, Telangana: As temperatures 
in Telangana are expected to drop 
significantly in the coming days, 
the State health department has 
issued an advisory urging individu-
als with flu or influenza-like symp-
toms to avoid public places to curb 
the spread of infections.

In the advisory released on Friday, 
Dr. B Ravinder Nayak, Director of 
Public Health (DPH), emphasized 
the importance of staying home 
and limiting contact with others 
for those feeling unwell. People 
have been advised to avoid crowd-
ed spaces, maintain a safe distance 
from individuals with flu symp-
toms, and adhere to hygiene prac-

tices to reduce the risk of infection.

The DPH highlighted that individ-
uals with chronic medical condi-
tions, such as cardiac, pulmonary, 
renal, or metabolic diseases, and 
those with immunosuppressive 
conditions like HIV or undergoing 

chemotherapy, should consult a 
doctor at the earliest.

Warning Signs:
The advisory also urged individ-
uals to watch for symptoms such 
as high fever, breathing difficul-
ties, blue discoloration of the skin 
or lips, blood in sputum, or altered 
behavior, and to seek immediate 
medical attention at the nearest 
government health facility.

Precautionary Measures:
Cover mouth and nose with a hand-
kerchief or tissue while coughing/
sneezing.

Wash hands frequently with soap 

and water.

Avoid touching the eyes, nose, and 
mouth.

Stay more than an arm's length 
away from flu-affected individuals.

Avoid spitting in public places.

Avoid self-medication and consult a 
physician before taking any medi-
cines.
The health department has reiter-
ated the importance of these mea-
sures to safeguard public health 
during the colder months and re-
duce the burden of seasonal illness-
es.

Telangana Govt Urges Flu Patients to Avoid 
Public Places Amid Falling Temperatures

TPN, Hyderabad: The Indian film fraternity 
has come together in solidarity with actor Allu 
Arjun after his arrest on Friday morning in 
connection with the tragic stampede at Sand-
hya Theatre earlier this month. The unfortu-
nate incident claimed the life of a woman, Re-
vathi, while her son remains hospitalized.

Several prominent figures from the film in-
dustry, including Pushpa-2 co-star Rashmika 
Mandanna, Nani, Varun Dhawan, Rahul Ra-
makrishna, Adivi Sesh, and Sundeep Kishan, 
have publicly expressed their support for the 
actor. They argue that the tragedy should not 
fall solely on his shoulders, emphasizing the 
collective responsibility for ensuring safety at 
public events.

The stampede, which occurred during an over-
crowded promotional event, has raised ques-
tions about crowd management and safety 
protocols at such gatherings. Allu Arjun’s sup-
porters in the industry are urging authorities 
and the public to approach the matter with 
fairness, highlighting his commitment to ad-
dressing the issue responsibly.

The incident has sparked widespread conver-
sations about improving safety standards at 
film-related events to prevent such tragedies 
in the future. Meanwhile, investigations into 
the case are ongoing.

Indian Film Industry 
Rallies Behind Allu 

Arjun Following Arrest

TPN Correspondent, Hyderabad : 
Telangana's Minister for Environ-
ment, Forests, and Endowments, 
Konda Surekha, virtually inaugu-
rated several new facilities at the 
Zoo Park in Hyderabad. The new 
additions include an integrated 
FASTag parking system, a Rhino 
sculpture made from scrap metal, a 
wildlife radiology facility, the Zoo-
pedia mobile app, and an upgraded 
Nehru Zoo website.

The announcements were made 
during the 13th Governing Body 
Meeting of the Zoos and Parks Au-
thority of Telangana (ZAPAT), where 
new initiatives aimed at enhancing 
the sustainability of zoos and parks 

in Hyderabad were discussed. Key 
proposals included a glass enclo-
sure for tigers, the establishment 
of a Wildlife Experience Centre, and 
the procurement of exotic animals.

During her address, Minister Konda 
Surekha emphasized the need for 
zoos to become more self-sustain-

ing. She highlighted the importance 
of adopting carbon-neutral practic-
es and enhancing international an-
imal exchange programs. She also 
encouraged the attraction of Cor-
porate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
funds and the promotion of animal 
adoption programs to further sup-
port the zoo's initiatives.

Dr. Sunil S. Hiremath, the Director 
of Zoo Parks, presented an overview 
of the developmental work com-
pleted across various parks in Hy-
derabad during the year, reflecting 
significant strides in improving fa-
cilities and animal care.

The Nehru Zoological Park, located 

near Mir Alam Tank in Bahadurpu-
ra, has been a major wildlife hub 
since its inauguration on October 
6, 1963. The park currently houses 
2,240 animals, including 664 mam-
mals, 1,227 birds, 341 reptiles, and 
8 amphibians. The park's natural 
landscape also attracts numerous 
migratory and resident birds, mak-
ing it a key ecological space in the 
region.

Additionally, the zoo offers an ani-
mal adoption program, where indi-
viduals can sponsor animals for a 
specified period, contributing to the 
maintenance of the enclosures and 
supporting wildlife conservation ef-
forts globally.

Telangana Minister Konda Surekha Inaugurates 
New Facilities at Hyderabad’s Zoo Park

TPN Correspondent, Hyderabad : 
As Hyderabad gears up for the New 
Year celebrations, the city police 
have introduced strict guidelines to 
ensure public safety and maintain 
order during events on the night 
of December 31, 2024, to January 1, 
2025. The Commissioner of Police 
has issued detailed instructions for 
hotels, clubs, bars, restaurants, and 
pubs hosting New Year parties

Guidelines for Event Organizers

Event organizers are required to 
adhere to the following protocols:
1. Advance Permissions: Organizers 
of ticketed events must apply for 
permission from the Commission-
er of Police at least 15 days in ad-
vance.
2. CCTV Surveillance: Establish-
ments must install CCTV cameras 
with recording capabilities at all 

entry, exit, and parking areas in 
compliance with the Telangana 
Public Safety (Measures) Enforce-
ment Act, 2013.
3. Noise Regulations: Outdoor sound 
systems must be switched off by 
10:00 PM. Indoor sound systems are 
allowed until 1:00 AM, but noise lev-
els must not exceed 45 decibels.
4. Security Measures: Adequate se-
curity personnel must be deployed 
for traffic management and overall 
safety. Minors are prohibited from 
attending events at pubs, bars, and 
couples-only programs.
5. Decorum and Decency: Organiz-
ers are required to ensure that per-
formances and activities maintain 
decorum, free from obscenity or 
nudity.
6. Drug-Free Events: The use or sale 
of narcotics or psychotropic sub-
stances is strictly prohibited. Orga-
nizers are responsible for prevent-

ing such activities.

Advisory for Attendees

The Hyderabad Police also issued 
the following advisory for those at-
tending New Year celebrations:
1. Drunk Driving Offense: Driving 
under the influence will result in 
a fine of Rs 10,000 and/or up to six 
months of imprisonment. Licenses 

may be suspended for three months 
or longer.
2. Breath Analyzer Tests: Vehicles 
driven by intoxicated individuals 
will be confiscated unless accom-
panied by a sober person with a 
valid license.
3. Noise and Speed Regulations: At-
tendees are urged not to remove 
silencers from two-wheelers and 
to adhere to speed limits to avoid 
accidents.
4. Women’s Safety: SHE Teams will 
be deployed across the city to en-
sure women’s safety and take swift 
action against offenders.
5. Designated Drivers: Attendees are 
encouraged to use designated driv-
ers or arrange for safe transporta-
tion to ensure a safe celebration.
The police are taking these steps to 
ensure a safe and enjoyable New 
Year for all Hyderabad residents 
and visitors.

Hyderabad Police Implements Strict 
Measures for Safe New Year Celebrations

Hyderabad: The BGA Theatre Association, in 
collaboration with the Telangana State Lan-
guage and Culture Department, unveiled the 
poster for a Production-Oriented Traditional 
Folk Theatre Workshop (Bayalata) at Ravindra 
Bharati, Hyderabad. The poster was released 
by Telangana State Language and Culture 
Department Director, Mamidi Harikrishna. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Harikrishna high-
lighted that this is the first time a work-
shop in the Bayalata format is being con-
ducted in the state. The workshop is sch 
eduled to take place in Nagampalli vil-
lage, Maddur Mandal, Narayanpet District, 
from November 25, 2024, to March 25, 2025. 
Association founder-president, singer, and 
writer Srikanth Kadam, along with director 
and trainer Kadam Buggappa, announced the 
details, emphasizing the workshop's aim to 
revive and promote the rich tradition of folk 
theatre.

Traditional Folk 
Theatre Workshop Poster 

Unveiled in Hyderabad 
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TPN Correspondent, Kusumanchi :  On 
Friday, Telangana Revenue, Housing, 
and Information Minister Pongule-
ti Srinivas Reddy visited Kusumanchi 
as part of the state-wide Prajapalana 
Utsavam initiative. During his visit, the 
Minister emphasized the government's 
dedication to providing housing for the 
poor through the Indiramma Housing 
Scheme. He announced that 4.50 lakh 
houses would be distributed across the 
state, with 80 lakh applications already 
received.

Reddy explained that beneficiaries liv-
ing on their own land would have their 
houses registered in a government app 

with photographs, and an initial in-
stallment of ₹1 lakh would be provided 
directly to eligible applicants for con-
struction. Highlighting progress, he 
noted that 580 model houses were being 
constructed statewide, with the Kusu-
manchi model house set for completion 
by Sankranti.

The Minister criticized previous admin-
istrations for handing housing projects 
over to contractors, which often result-
ed in substandard quality. He praised 
the current government for enabling 
beneficiaries to build their own homes, 
ensuring better outcomes. He also as-
sured that those who missed applying 

under Prajapalana Utsavam could do so 
at special counters, and family mem-
bers of deceased applicants would still 
be eligible.

Reddy emphasized that the government 
is committed to minimizing the burden 
on the poor, making inclusive decisions 
to ensure no deserving individual is 
left out. He urged officials conducting 
village surveys to involve Indiramma 
committees for transparency. Conclud-
ing his visit, he stated that the govern-
ment remains focused on fulfilling the 
housing dreams of the poor, providing 
them with security and dignity through 
the Indiramma Housing Scheme.

Minister Ponguleti Highlights Indiramma Housing Scheme During Kusumanchi Visit

TPN Correspondent ,Hyderabad : BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao launched a fierce attack on the Congress govern-
ment in Telangana, accusing it of gross human rights violations 
against tribal farmers and political opponents. Rama Rao de-
manded Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy to tender an uncondi-
tional apology for his alleged misdeeds and ensure the release of 
the arrested farmers from Lagacherla.

In a series of posts on X, Rama Rao highlighted the plight of tribal 
farmers jailed in connection with the Lagacherla land acquisi-
tion case. He alleged that the government had resorted to inhu-
mane tactics to suppress dissent. “For the Congress government, 
it’s acceptable to imprison tribal farmers for allegedly stealing 
land; to torture them; attack and threaten their families in the 
dead of night; and prevent them from securing bail for a crime 
they did not commit for over a month,” he said, criticizing the 
government’s harsh measures.

Rama Rao placed the blame squarely on the Chief Minister, ac-
cusing him of being responsible for all these atrocities and mak-
ing officials scapegoats upon being caught on camera. He also 
demanded the withdrawal of all false cases and the immediate 
release of the jailed farmers.

The BRS working president also brought in Congress Lok Sabha 
leader Rahul Gandhi into the issue. “Dekho Bhai Rahul Gandhi 
Ji, a heart patient handcuffed by the heartless Congress Govern-
ment in Telangana,” he posted, sharing a photograph of Heerya 
Naik, a jailed farmer from Lagacherla who suffered a heart 
stroke on Wednesday and was brought to the hospital in chains.

Rama Rao extended his support to former BRS MLA Patnam Na-
render Reddy, who has been incarcerated for over 30 days for 
standing with the tribal farmers and demanding justice in the 
Lagacherla case. “Stay strong, Anna. The whole State is watching 
these atrocities and will respond appropriately when the time 
comes,” he added.

KTR Slams Congress Over 
Human Rights Violations 
Against Tribal Farmers

Making Officials Scapegoats for Its Misdeeds

TPN Correspondent  ,Hyderabad :  The 
husband of the woman who tragically 
died in a stampede during the Pushpa 2 
premiere has expressed his willingness to 
withdraw the case filed against Tollywood 
actor Allu Arjun, who was arrested in con-
nection with the incident.  

Speaking to the media in Hyderabad, the 
man stated, “My son wanted to see the 
movie, so we took him to Sandhya The-
atre. Allu Arjun was also there, but he did 
nothing wrong. If needed, I am ready to 
withdraw the case. I wasn’t even informed 
about his arrest—I only learned about it 
through my phone."  

In addition to losing his wife, the man’s 

young son was caught in the stampede 
and is currently in critical condition. He re-
ceived immediate CPR before being trans-
ferred to a hospital for further treatment.  

Allu Arjun’s Arrest  
The Chikadpally police arrested Allu Arjun 

following the tragic incident, which oc-
curred during the premiere of Pushpa 2 at 
Sandhya Theatre in Hyderabad on Decem-
ber 4. The event witnessed an overwhelm-
ing crowd eager to catch a glimpse of the 
actor, leading to a stampede around 9:30 
pm.  The police have claimed they were 
not informed of the actor’s visit. However, 
a photo circulating on social media sug-
gests that the theatre management had 
requested police bandobast two days prior 
to the movie launch.  

This incident has sparked debates over 
crowd management and accountability 
during high-profile events, especially in-
volving major stars like Allu Arjun.

Ready to Withdraw Case Against Allu Arjun  

TPN Correspondent, Kothagudem : In 
a major drug haul, Chinturu ASP Pankaj 
Kumar Meena announced on Thursday 
that authorities seized 1000 kg of ganja at 
Kunavaram in Alluri Sitharama Raju dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh, near the Telanga-
na-Andhra Pradesh borders. Three persons 

have been arrested in connection with the 
case.

The seizure took place when Kunavaram 
Sub-Inspector of Police and his team were 
conducting vehicle inspections at Jagga-
varm junction on Wednesday. Upon stop-

ping a truck, they found the ganja packed 
in 25 plastic bags. The arrested individu-
als include Syamal Dey alias Syamel from 
Mv81 village in Kalimela block of Malkan-
giri district, Odisha, and drivers Sheik 
Sahaalam and Sheik Aktar from Murshi-
dabad district, West Bengal.

The ASP revealed that the buyer of the 
seized ganja, Dinesh, along with the own-
ers of the seized vehicle and mediators 
involved in its transportation—Masadul 
Islam Molla and Mukarib Hossain—along 
with the transporter from Delhi to Hary-
ana, Kumar alias Dheeraj, are absconding. 
The total worth of the seized ganja is esti-
mated at Rs 50 lakh. The police also seized 
the truck and four mobile phones as part 
of the operation.

The route traced for the ganja’s trans-
portation was from Kalimela to Chin-
turu, Kunavaram, Bhadrachalam, and 
eventually towards Haryana. ASP Mee-
na expressed concern over how the truck 
carrying such a huge quantity of ganja 
managed to pass through Bhadrachalam 
town in Kothagudem district unchecked 
before crossing into Andhra Pradesh. This 
raises questions about the effectiveness of 
existing checks and security measures in 
the region.

Ganja Weighing 1000 Kg Seized on 
Telangana-AP Borders, Three Arrested

TPN Correspondent, Nirmal : A farmer from 
Labdhi village near Basar, who assisted Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy in 2022 by offering 
him a lift on his tractor to cross agricultural 
fields, has now made a public appeal for the 
waiver of his mother’s crop loan. The farm-

er, Firagi, can be seen in a viral video on so-
cial media platforms expressing his plea in 
Hindi.

Recalling the past incident, Firagi mentioned 
how he helped Reddy gain entry into Rajiv 
Gandhi University of Knowledge and Tech-
nologies (RGUKT)-Basar from its rear side 
while students were protesting demanding 
government action on their issues. “I helped 
you reach the university from the borders 
of the district back then. Now, I am request-
ing you to help me by waiving off the crop 
loan of Rs 2.25 lakh taken by my mother Jija 
Bai in 2023. The bank manager is denying a 
fresh loan citing the arrears, and officials 
are delaying the waiver of the loan,” he ap-
pealed to Revanth Reddy.

Revanth Reddy had been arrested after en-
tering the campus on June 17, 2022, as part 
of his expression of solidarity with the stu-
dents demanding better facilities at the in-
stitution. The farmer’s plea highlights the 
growing concerns among rural residents 
about financial support and loan waivers 
amidst difficult agricultural conditions.

Nirmal Farmer Appeals for Crop Loan 
Waiver After Helping Revanth Reddy in 2022

TPN Correspondent  , Hyderabad : Ravindra Bharati 
came alive with the rhythm and grace of Kuchipudi 
dance as Hyderabad hosted a grand festival to honor 
Voleti Rangamani’s five decades of dedication as a 
Kuchipudi Guru. Organized by the Telangana Lan-
guage and Culture Department in collaboration with 
the Abhinaya Darpana Arts Academy, the event saw 
hundreds of disciples participating in this tribute to 
Rangamani’s illustrious career.

The evening began with the Vinayaka Stuti, fol-
lowed by mesmerizing performances of Sandhya 
Tandavam and Mandodari Sapatham, all receiving 
widespread applause. Srinika Reddy’s rendition of 
Alamelu Manga Daruvu stood out for its intricate 
expressions, while Chittoju captivated the audi-
ence with Pravallika Parvathi’s Daruvu. Chintared-
dy Madhumita delighted the crowd with a rare Ku-
chipudi folk ensemble performance.

The highlight of the event was the iconic Simhanan-
dini, choreographed by Kalaratna Voleti Rangama-
ni herself, who performed alongside her daughter, 
Voleti Rekha. The dance was elevated by an excep-
tional live orchestra featuring vocals by D.V. S. Shas-
tri, mridangam by Rajagopalacharya, violin by Di-
nakar, and flute by Uma Venkateswarlu. The event 
was moderated by Voleti Rekha and Voleti Rakesh, 

with commentary provided by PMK Gandhi.Emi-
nent personalities such as literary scholar Dr. Voleti 
Parvatheesham, musician Nallan Chakraborty Mur-
thy, film director Siva Nageswara Rao, spiritualist 
Dr. Anantalakshmi, and renowned dance teachers 
Dr. R. Prasannarani and Nirmala Prabhakar lauded 
Rangamani’s immense contributions to Kuchipudi.

The festival was a fitting tribute to Voleti Rangama-
ni’s 50-year journey, celebrating her legacy of pre-
serving and promoting the rich tradition of Ku-
chipudi dance.

Hyderabad Hosts Grand Festival Celebrating 
Voleti Rangamani’s 50 Years as a Kuchipudi Guru



As the world grapples with mounting en-
vironmental challenges—from climate 
change to the depletion of natural resourc-
es—environmental education has shifted 
from being a luxury to an urgent necessi-
ty. It is the foundation for equipping future 
generations with the knowledge, skills, and 
values required to safeguard our planet. Yet 
in India, one of the most populous and rap-
idly urbanizing nations, environmental ed-
ucation remains grossly undervalued and 
neglected in schools, colleges, and univer-
sities, risking the country’s future ecological 
and economic stability.  

Environmental Education: The 
Overlooked Imperative
At the school level, environmental educa-
tion is often relegated to token chapters 
in textbooks. Despite a landmark 2003 Su-
preme Court ruling mandating environ-
mental studies at all educational levels, the 
subject has not achieved the envisioned im-
pact. It remains overshadowed by more ca-
reer-oriented fields such as STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics), treated as an afterthought with no ro-
bust strategy for building ecological aware-
ness or fostering actionable solutions.  

Higher education fares no better. Environ-
mental science programs are confined to 
niche departments and are often treated 
as optional electives rather than integral 
components of diverse disciplines. The per-
ception that environmental studies offer 
limited career prospects exacerbates the is-
sue. This mindset ignores the exponential 
growth of global green industries—such as 
renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, 
and waste management—which are poised 
to drive the future economy. India, despite 
its ambitious environmental goals, contin-
ues to underprepare its youth for this green 
revolution.

A Missed Opportunity for Growth 
and Empowerment
Environmental education is critical not just 
for ecological preservation but also for eco-
nomic progress. Critics argue that focusing 
on environmental studies detracts from 
traditional career paths. However, this view 
is outdated. Green jobs in industries like re-
newable energy, conservation, and urban 
planning are emerging as key employment 
drivers globally.  

India’s neglect of environmental education 
risks missing out on this booming sector. 
Additionally, graduates in environmental 
disciplines struggle to find employment due 
to weak industry-academia linkages and 
insufficient government support. This un-
derlines the need for targeted investments 
to create pathways for green careers and 
empower the next generation of environ-
mental innovators.  

Faculty Discrimination: An 
Undervalued Workforce
One significant factor behind the margin-
alization of environmental education is the 
systemic undervaluation of its educators. 
Environmental studies faculty members 
often face lower pay and limited career 
advancement opportunities compared to 
their counterparts in more traditional dis-
ciplines. This inequity reflects societal bi-
ases against environmental education and 
hampers efforts to attract top talent to the 
field.  

Ensuring fair compensation and represen-
tation for environmental educators is crit-
ical to strengthening this domain. When 
adequately supported, these educators can 
drive innovation and shape a generation of 
environmentally conscious leaders.  

Breaking the Cycle: A Call to Action 

India stands at a crossroads. To address the 
pressing environmental crises and build a 
sustainable future, a comprehensive ap-
proach is needed:  

1.Integrate Environmental Education 
Across Curricula
Environmental education must become a 
core component of all academic curricula, 
from primary schools to universities. Prac-
tical, real-world applications should com-
plement theoretical learning, preparing 
students to tackle environmental challeng-
es effectively.  

2. Strengthen Career Pathways  
The government and industries should 
collaborate to highlight the employment 
potential in green sectors. Scholarships, in-
ternships, and mentorship programs can 
encourage students to pursue sustainable 

careers, while policies should incentivize 
the creation of green jobs and support green 
industries.  

3. Empower Faculty
Environmental educators must receive eq-
uitable pay, career growth opportunities, 
and representation in institutional poli-
cy-making. Their expertise is essential to 
ensuring the continued relevance of envi-
ronmental education in addressing today’s 
challenges.  

4. Policy Reform  
Policymakers must recognize environmen-
tal education as a strategic priority. Finan-
cial incentives, public-private partnerships, 
and robust industry-academia collabora-
tions can ensure its integration across dis-
ciplines and its alignment with national 
sustainability goals.  

States Leading the Way

States like Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
can lead by example. Integrating environ-
mental education into their curricula and 
spearheading sustainability initiatives—
such as renewable energy adoption and 
community-driven waste management—
can inspire a nationwide movement. These 
localized successes could pave the way for 
broader national adoption.  

The Path Forward: Educate for a 
Sustainable India
The environmental crises of today demand 
immediate, decisive action. Environmental 
education is the cornerstone for building a 
resilient and sustainable India. By prioritiz-
ing this neglected discipline, investing in its 
educators, and integrating it across all sec-
tors of society, India can equip itself to meet 
the challenges of the 21st century.  

The time to act is now. Let us educate for the 
Earth, empower future generations, and 
embrace sustainability to shape a brighter 
tomorrow.  

"Empower Minds, Protect the Planet, 
Shape a Sustainable Future."
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Trump Threatens 100% Tariffs on BRICS 
Countries Over Dollar Alternative Plans
US President-elect Donald Trump has is-
sued a stern warning to the BRICS coun-
tries, threatening to impose 100% tariffs on 
them if they continue to pursue alternatives 
to the US dollar for international trade. His 
message, directed at nations like Russia, 
China, India, Brazil, South Africa, and other 
BRICS members, warns against creating a 
rival currency to the US dollar or supporting 
any such alternatives to replace the dollar 
as the world's reserve currency.

Trump recently posted on social media, 
stating, “The idea that BRICS Countries are 
trying to move away from the Dollar while 
we stand by and watch is OVER. We require 
a commitment from these countries that 
they will neither create a new BRICS curren-
cy nor back any other currency to replace 
the mighty US dollar, or they will face 100% 
tariffs and should expect to say goodbye to 
selling into the wonderful US economy.”

This declaration comes as the BRICS coun-
tries have been exploring ways to reduce 
their dependence on the US dollar, partic-
ularly in light of the US’s use of economic 
sanctions and its dominance over the glob-
al financial system. At the BRICS summit in 
Russia in October, Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin discussed the "weaponization" 
of the dollar, prompting many countries to 
consider alternatives that could help protect 

them from the impacts of US sanctions.

The US dollar has long been the backbone 
of the global financial system, accounting 
for more than 58% of the world's foreign 
exchange reserves. Countries such as Saudi 
Arabia were convinced in the 1970s to trade 
oil exclusively in dollars, thus cementing 
the 'petrodollar' system. This global reliance 
on the dollar has been advantageous for the 
US, enabling it to maintain economic influ-
ence worldwide.

In recent years, however, countries like 
China and Russia have been actively seek-
ing alternatives. China, for example, has 
succeeded in internationalizing its curren-
cy, the RMB, and a significant portion of its 
trade is now settled in yuan. Despite these 

efforts, BRICS members have not made sig-
nificant moves toward creating a unified 
currency, as discussed at the recent sum-
mit. Putin clarified that the alliance is not 
looking to create a BRICS currency or replace 
SWIFT, the global payment system.
Trump’s 100% tariff threat highlights his 
protectionist economic policies, designed 
to shield US industries by imposing higher 
tariffs on foreign goods. Critics, however, 
argue that such measures would ultimate-
ly harm US consumers, who would bear 
the brunt of higher costs. Experts like Jai-
jit Bhattacharya, president of the Centre for 
Digital Economy Policy Research, believe 
that while Trump’s rhetoric may be aggres-
sive, the economic fallout from a 100% tariff 
could backfire, leading to rising costs in the 
US.

Congress's Stagnation: A Call to 
Acknowledge India's Growing 

Equity Culture

Over the past 15 years, the Congress party has faced stagnation 
in its electoral performance, which continues to be evident in the 
numbers. In the 2009 Lok Sabha elections, Congress secured a re-
markable 11.9 crore votes, marking its best performance in years. 
However, since then, the party’s votes have barely increased by 
1.76 crore, while the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has seen its vote 
share skyrocket, nearly tripling from 7.8 crore in 2009 to 23.6 crore 
in 2024. This stark contrast raises a pertinent question: How will 
Congress address this stagnation?

It’s easy for Congress to blame the BJP’s divisive politics or to ar-
gue that the Constitution is in danger. But such rhetoric does little 
to address the party's declining fortunes. Instead of focusing on 
name-calling, Congress must consider the reality of India's grow-
ing equity culture and how this demographic shift impacts its 
electoral prospects.

A significant number of Indians, approximately 22 crore, now have 
exposure to the stock market, according to the Association of Mu-
tual Funds in India (AMFI). These retail investors, many of whom 
invest modest amounts like ₹100-₹500 per month, have helped in-
crease assets under management (AUM) in mutual funds from ₹10 
lakh crore in 2014 to ₹68.08 lakh crore today. This shift reflects the 
growing role of retail investors, many of them young, in shaping 
the country’s financial landscape. The National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) reported a remarkable shift in investor demographics, with 
the median age of registered individual investors dropping from 
38 years in 2018 to 32 years by 2024. The number of investors under 
the age of 30 has increased significantly, from 22.9% to 39.9%.

This shift presents a unique opportunity for Congress to connect 
with the young, dynamic voter base that has emerged over the 
past decade. Yet, the party has largely ignored this emerging trend. 
With ₹113 lakh crore invested in equities and mutual funds, young 
investors are more concerned about their financial future than 
ever before. As the BJP capitalizes on the country’s growing equity 
culture, Congress risks alienating this critical demographic.

China's Economic Challenges in 2025: A 
Call for Stimulus and Reform

China's economic growth has been showing signs of slowing 
down, with GDP growth dipping from 5.3% to 4.6% in the first three 
quarters of 2024. This downward trajectory raises concerns that 
the country may not meet its annual growth target of around 5%. 
While the economy has struggled in the wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the latest data suggests a slight recovery, but challenges 
remain, especially as 2025 approaches.

The pandemic disrupted economic activity in China, with lock-
downs weakening household, corporate, and local government 
balance sheets. Unlike the US, which saw an immediate surge in 
consumer spending post-lockdowns, Chinese households contin-
ued saving, leading to a significant accumulation of wealth. Be-
tween January 2020 and August 2024, household bank deposits 
grew by $9 trillion, primarily held by the wealthy. Despite some 
government support, China refrained from implementing aggres-
sive stimulus measures due to concerns over potential side effects, 
such as the real estate bubble and increased local government debt 
witnessed after the 2008 global financial crisis.

However, by the third quarter of 2024, it became clear that China 
needed more substantial measures to steer the economy towards 
growth. In September, the People's Bank of China announced policy 
changes, including a reduction in banks' reserve ratios and a cut 
in policy rates. In October, Finance Minister Lan Fo'an introduced 
new fiscal policies targeting local government debt, real estate 
stabilization, and employment support. These measures showed 
early signs of success, with retail sales, social financing, and man-
ufacturing indicators improving in October and November.

While these developments are encouraging, the outlook for 2025 
remains uncertain, with several challenges looming. The first ma-
jor issue is stabilizing the property sector, which accounts for 20% 
of GDP growth and 70% of household wealth. Secondly, local gov-
ernments face a growing fiscal gap, driven by reduced revenues 
from land sales and investment vehicles. The central government 
must intervene to help local authorities and address this imbal-
ance. 
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Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, on 
December 13, criticized Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for his lack of response to incidents 
of violence in Sambhal and Manipur, assert-
ing that he had failed to understand that the 
Constitution was meant to protect justice and 
unity, not serve the agenda of the RSS.

Speaking during a debate on the Constitution 
in the Lok Sabha, Priyanka Gandhi emphasized 
that the Constitution was a shield for justice, 
unity, and freedom of expression. However, 
she accused the BJP-led government of work-
ing to undermine these principles over the 
past decade.

"The Prime Minister may touch his forehead 
to the Constitution, but when there are cries 
for justice from Sambhal, Hathras, and Mani-
pur, there is no reaction from him," Priyanka 
Gandhi remarked in her maiden speech as the 
newly elected Wayanad MP.

She further criticized Modi for not recogniz-
ing that the Constitution of India, known as 
"Bharat ka Samvidhan," was distinct from the 
RSS's ideology. "It seems that Prime Minister 
Modi hasn’t understood that it is Bharat ka 
Samvidhan, not Sangh ka Vidhan," she stated, 
referring to the RSS, the ideological parent of 
the BJP.

Priyanka Gandhi also expressed concerns over 
the government's efforts to weaken policies 
such as reservation through lateral entry and 
privatization. "Had the Lok Sabha election re-
sults been different, the government would 
have already begun altering the Constitution," 

she added.

She accused the ruling party of pursuing di-
visive politics, particularly with regard to the 
demand for a caste-based census. Priyanka 
Gandhi pointed out the contradictions in the 
BJP's stance, saying that while the opposi-
tion called for a caste-based census, the BJP 
had shifted the narrative to irrelevant issues 
during the election campaign.

In her address, Priyanka Gandhi reaffirmed 
the unity message of the Constitution and con-
demned the BJP for attempting to divide the na-
tion. Her remarks came as the BJP-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) secured 293 seats in 
the Lok Sabha elections earlier this year, with 
the BJP winning 240 seats on its own.

TPN CORROSPONDENT PRAYAGRAJ
 DECEMBER.14

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in 
Prayagraj on Friday and began his visit with 
a ceremonial puja at the Sangam Nose, mark-
ing the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna, and 
Saraswati rivers. The prime minister's visit 
commenced with a peaceful river cruise before 
he performed the puja and darshan at the holy 
Sangam, a significant spiritual and cultural 
site in India.

Following the religious observance, PM Modi 
launched a series of ambitious development 
projects aimed at improving the city’s infra-
structure and amenities in preparation for the 
2025 Maha Kumbh. The total value of the proj-
ects is Rs 5,500 crore, which will help enhance 
the city's facilities, ensuring better arrange-
ments for the millions of pilgrims expected to 
visit during the Kumbh Mela, one of the largest 
religious gatherings in the world.

The projects include improvements to roads, 
sanitation, water supply, and facilities for 
pilgrims, along with the construction of new 
ghats and other important infrastructure. 
These measures are intended to ensure that 
the city is well-prepared to accommodate the 

massive influx of devotees during the Maha 
Kumbh in 2025.

Modi's visit highlights the government's focus 
on strengthening the cultural and religious im-
portance of Prayagraj, as well as the ongoing 

efforts to promote tourism and infrastructure 
development in the region. The prime minis-
ter's visit is seen as part of a broader effort to 
rejuvenate key religious and cultural centers 
across India and create a world-class experi-
ence for devotees and visitors.
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PM Modi Launches Major Infrastructure 
Projects in Prayagraj for 2025 Maha Kumbh

RG Kar Ex-Principal Sandip 
Ghosh Gets Bail In Doctor's 

Rape-Murder Case
TPN CORROSPONDENT PRAYAGRAJ

 DECEMBER.14

The Sealdah court on Friday granted bail to Abhijit 
Mondal, the former officer-in-charge of Tala police 
station, and Sandip Ghosh, the ex-principal of R G 
Kar Medical College and Hospital, in connection 
with the rape and murder of an on-duty doctor at 
the hospital on August 9. Mondal faced accusations 
of delaying the filing of the FIR in the case, while 
Ghosh was charged with tampering with evidence.

Both Mondal and Ghosh were arrested by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) after the Calcutta 
High Court ordered an investigation into the rape 
and murder case. The CBI's investigation led to the 
arrest of the two individuals, who had been re-
manded into judicial custody.

The additional chief judicial magistrate (ACJM) at 
the Sealdah court granted bail to both accused, cit-
ing that the chargesheet had not been filed within 
the mandatory 90-day period as required by law. A 
lawyer representing Ghosh confirmed the bail and 
stated that he would be released.

Mondal's defense lawyer also spoke to reporters 
outside the court, confirming that his client would 
be released from judicial custody, where he had 
been held on remand since his arrest.

However, while Mondal is set to walk out of the 
correctional home following the court's decision, 
Sandip Ghosh will remain incarcerated. Ghosh is 
currently in judicial remand for another case re-
lated to alleged financial irregularities at R G Kar 
Medical College and Hospital, and his bail in the 
rape and murder case does not affect his detention 
in the financial misconduct case. The investiga-
tion into the brutal crime, which shocked the city, 
is ongoing, with the CBI continuing its efforts to 
uncover further details surrounding the tragedy.

'Those Looking For Temples Under Mosques 
Don't Want Peace': Akhilesh Yadav

TPN CORROSPONDENT NEW DELHI
DECEMBER.14

Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav on 
Friday launched a scathing attack on the BJP, 
accusing them of undermining peace and har-
mony in the country. His remarks came during 
a Lok Sabha debate on the Constitution, where 
he addressed various issues, including the con-
troversial surveys of places of worship. Yadav’s 
statement followed the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to pause ongoing surveys, including those 
of mosques, to assess the location of temples 
under mosques.

Yadav condemned the actions of those who 
seek temples under mosques, stating that such 
efforts do not promote peace. His comments 
also referred to the recent violence in Sambhal, 
Uttar Pradesh, where several lives were lost 
due to unrest over the mosque survey. "Those 
looking for temples under mosques are not 
looking for peace," Yadav remarked, highlight-
ing the dangers of such actions for communal 
harmony.

Yadav, the Kannauj Member of Parliament, 

also criticized the BJP’s treatment of voters, es-
pecially in Uttar Pradesh. He claimed that the 
ruling party did not respect the electorate and 
alleged that people in the state were prevent-
ed from voting in the Lok Sabha elections by 
police interference. His accusations pointed 
to the growing concerns over voter rights and 
democratic freedoms under the current ad-
ministration.

Defending India’s Constitution, Yadav empha-
sized that it had played a vital role in main-
taining the nation’s unity and security. He 
warned about potential threats to the country's 
borders, referring to alleged transgressions by 
China, and raised questions about India’s in-
ternal safety and economic stability. 

Omar Abdullah, Opposition 
Criticize 'One Nation, One 

Election' Proposal
TPN CORROSPONDENT JAMMU& KASHMIR

 DECEMBER.14

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Friday voiced concerns over the 
proposed 'One Nation, One Election' initiative, 
emphasizing the need for open debate in Par-
liament. Speaking to ANI, Abdullah stated, "It 
has not come before the Parliament yet. It will 
be debated in the House. The debate should be 
open; it should not be similar to what hap-
pened with Article 370 in 2019." He referred 
to the controversial revocation of Article 370, 
which revoked Jammu and Kashmir's special 
status, and called for a transparent discussion 
on the matter. Abdullah further explained that 
his party, the National Conference, would de-
liberate on the issue and decide how their MPs 
should vote once the bill is introduced in Par-
liament.

Meanwhile, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha MP Ma-
hua Maji criticized the BJP's push for 'One Na-
tion, One Election,' alleging that the party was 
using religion and caste as central themes in 
their election campaigns. "The BJP would like 
to implement One Nation One Election because 
their election campaign has nothing but reli-
gion and caste," Maji said, pointing to the par-
ty's defeat in the Jharkhand assembly elections 
despite using these divisive issues. She argued 
that the move was an attempt to confuse the 
public and harm regional parties, further stat-
ing that the central government would be un-
able to address local issues effectively through 
such a unified election system.

Former Delhi Lieutenant Governor Najeeb Jung 
also expressed doubts about the practicality of 
the proposal, warning that it could lead to the 
premature dissolution of state legislatures. "I 
don't think it's a practical decision... It will not 
happen," he stated, citing constitutional con-
cerns and the impracticality of synchronizing 
elections at the national and state levels.

The 'One Nation, One Election' bill, which was 
approved by the Union Cabinet on Thursday, 
has sparked a heated debate between the rul-
ing BJP-led NDA alliance and the opposition 
parties. While the BJP argues that it will save 
time and resources, opposition parties, partic-
ularly those in the INDIA alliance, have voiced 
strong opposition, calling it a move to central-
ize power and undermine regional autonomy. 

Pay attention to Bangladesh, 
act to end Hindus' misery: 

Uddhav Thackeray to PM Modi
TPN CORROSPONDENT MUMBAI

 DECEMBER.14

Shiv Sena (UBT) president Uddhav Thackeray has 
called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take 
immediate action to address the severe atrocities 
being committed against Hindus in Bangladesh. 
Thackeray criticized the Indian government for its 
silence on the ongoing violence against the Hindu 
minority in the neighboring country, urging Modi 
to intervene and end their suffering.

Speaking to the media on Friday, Thackeray ex-
pressed frustration over the lack of response from 
the Indian government, despite the Opposition 
raising the issue in Parliament. “Why is the gov-
ernment silent on the atrocities against Hindus in 
Bangladesh? For the past few days, the Opposition 
has been raising the issue in Parliament, but the 
government has not taken any action,” Thackeray 
stated.

Thackeray also referred to an earlier incident 
during the Bangladesh cricket team's visit to India 
in September-October, when Aditya Thackeray had 
suggested that India should not engage with Ban-
gladesh in light of the attacks on Hindus. He noted 
that despite this call, the government did not take 
any action. Thackeray highlighted the growing 
number of targeted attacks on Hindus in Bangla-
desh, including the burning of an ISKCON temple 
and the arrest and mistreatment of Hindu lead-
ers. He stressed that these incidents are happening 
daily and yet, India remains silent on the issue. 

In his appeal to the Prime Minister, Thackeray em-
phasized the need for a decisive response, similar 
to the action India took in the case of the Ukraine 
crisis. "On behalf of all Hindus in the country, I ap-
peal to the Prime Minister to take a strong stand 
and intervene in Bangladesh to stop these attacks 
on Hindus,” Thackeray stated.

Constitution is not Sangh rule book: 
Priyanka Gandhi slams PM Modi
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"Dopest City Name":  Musk Launches Bid 
to Turn SpaceX 'Starbase' Into Texas City
WASHINGTON: Elon Musk is moving forward 
with his vision of transforming Starbase, 
SpaceX's rocket launch site in South Texas, 
into an official city. The SpaceX and Tesla CEO 
made the announcement Thursday on social 
media platform X, confirming that the indus-
trial headquarters of SpaceX will now be of-
ficially recognized as the city of Starbase in 
Texas.

The decision to establish Starbase as a city 
is part of Musk’s broader ambitions for the 
region, which has been the site of SpaceX’s 
most significant rocket testing and launch-
es. SpaceX's presence in South Texas has al-
ready become a crucial part of the company’s 
operations, with the area serving as the pri-
mary site for testing and launching Starship, 
SpaceX’s next-generation spacecraft designed 
for missions to the Moon, Mars, and beyond.

By declaring Starbase as an official city, Musk 
aims to streamline the development and op-
erations of SpaceX’s infrastructure. The move 

could bring in more investment, provide eco-
nomic benefits to the area, and potentially 
make it easier to implement future projects 
related to space exploration, research, and 

even tourism. It also allows SpaceX to have 
greater control over local governance and 
regulations, which could help accelerate its 
expansion plans.

The idea of turning the launch site into a city 
is not entirely new, as Musk had previously 
expressed his interest in creating a new city 
or municipal district to serve the growing 
needs of SpaceX’s operations and its work-
force. The area surrounding the launch site, 
often referred to as Boca Chica, has witnessed 
rapid development due to SpaceX's presence, 
and turning it into an official city is seen as 
the next logical step.

This move is also expected to bolster the lo-
cal economy, providing new jobs and oppor-
tunities for residents. As SpaceX continues to 
make significant strides in advancing space 
technology, the establishment of Starbase as 
a city marks another milestone in Musk’s vi-
sion for the future of space exploration and 
commercialization.

Joe Biden issues 
clemency to 
four Indian-
Americans

WASHINGTON DC: President Joe Biden has 
granted clemency to nearly 1,500 individuals, 
including four Indian-Americans, as part of 
a larger initiative to offer second chances to 
those who have shown remorse and rehabil-
itation. The four Indian-Americans granted 
clemency are Meera Sachdeva, Babubhai Pa-
tel, Krishna Mote, and Vikram Dutta.

In a statement released on Thursday, Pres-
ident Biden highlighted the importance of 
offering mercy to those who have worked to 
rebuild their lives after conviction. “Amer-
ica was built on the promise of possibility 
and second chances. As President, I have the 
great privilege of extending mercy to people 
who have demonstrated remorse and reha-
bilitation,” Biden said. “This is about restoring 
opportunity and taking steps to reduce sen-
tencing disparities for non-violent offenders, 
especially those convicted of drug offenses.”

The clemency announcement marks the larg-
est single-day act of mercy in recent years, 
with Biden pardoning 39 individuals who 
have shown commitment to rehabilitation 
and community contribution. In addition, the 
President commuted the sentences of near-
ly 1,500 people, many of whom would likely 
receive lesser sentences if tried under today’s 
laws and practices.

Among those granted clemency is Dr. Meera 
Sachdeva, who was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison in December 2012 for fraud at a cancer 
center in Mississippi that she once ran. She 
was also ordered to repay nearly $8.2 million. 
Sachdeva, who is now seeking to rebuild her 
life, is one of the many non-violent offend-
ers receiving a second chance under the Biden 
administration’s broader effort to reform the 
criminal justice system.

Biden's clemency actions reflect his admin-
istration’s commitment to reducing mass in-
carceration, particularly for individuals who 
have been disproportionately affected by out-
dated and harsh sentencing policies. These 
actions also highlight his focus on offering 
rehabilitation and reducing the impact of 
convictions on individuals who have already 
demonstrated positive change.

"In Its Own Interest": S 
Jaishankar Says Bangladesh 

Must Protect Minorities
NEW DELHI:  External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on 
Friday expressed concern over the safety of minorities 
in Bangladesh, following reports of attacks on Hindus 
in the neighboring country. Speaking during the Ques-
tion Hour in the Lok Sabha, Jaishankar stressed that 
the treatment of minorities in Bangladesh remains a 
matter of serious concern, and that the ruling govern-
ment in Bangladesh is expected to ensure their pro-
tection.

His statement came amid troubling reports of inci-
dents involving minorities in Bangladesh. A day ear-
lier, a student from Bangladesh illegally crossed the 
border into India, swimming across a river, and a 
17-year-old Hindu girl reportedly fled to India over-
night due to threats targeting her for her ISKCON de-
votion.

Bangladesh's government acknowledged the occur-
rence of 88 incidents of communal violence primar-
ily targeting Hindus, following the removal of then-
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in August. The interim 
government led by Muhammad Yunus confirmed the 
incidents, stating that 70 individuals had been arrest-
ed in connection with the violence.

In response to India’s concerns, Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri raised the issue of attacks on minorities 
during his meetings with Bangladeshi officials, high-
lighting India's worries regarding the safety and wel-
fare of minorities in the country.

Jaishankar, in Parliament, reiterated India’s position 
on its relations with Pakistan, emphasizing that for a 
positive bilateral relationship, Pakistan must demon-
strate that it is free from terrorism.  Addressing India’s 
Neighbourhood First Policy, Jaishankar highlighted 
India’s efforts in fostering development projects, en-
hancing trade, and increasing exchanges with neigh-
boring countries. He pointed out that all of India’s 
neighbors, except Pakistan and China, demonstrate 
an "India first" approach to cooperation and engage-
ment.

Russia Warns Citizens To 
Avoid Travelling To The 

United States And Europe
RUSSIA:  Tensions between the US and Russia have 
reached a historic low, surpassing even the strains 
during the 1962 Cuban missile crisis, largely due to 
the ongoing war in Ukraine. In response to escalating 
confrontations, Russia has issued a stark warning to 
its citizens, advising them not to travel to the United 
States, citing the risk of being “hunted” by American 
authorities.

Maria Zakharova, spokesperson for the Russian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, issued the warning during a 
news briefing on Wednesday. She emphasized that 
trips to the US, whether private or for official purposes, 
carry serious risks, describing the US-Russia relation-
ship as being "on the verge of rupture." Zakharova also 
advised citizens to avoid traveling to Canada and EU 
countries, which she referred to as "US allies" during 
the upcoming holiday season, citing the growing risks 
of harassment and potential detainment.

The US has similarly warned its citizens about travel-
ing to Russia, citing the possibility of harassment or 
detention by Russian security officials. This mutual 
exchange of travel advisories highlights the deterio-
rating diplomatic relations between the two coun-
tries. Since the start of Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022, the US has provided Ukraine with over 
$62 billion in military aid, a move that has signifi-
cantly strained relations with Russia. Last month, the 
US took the controversial step of authorizing Ukraine 
to use long-range missiles in deep strikes within Rus-
sian territory, further escalating the conflict. In addi-
tion to military support, the US has extended a $20 bil-
lion loan to Ukraine, which President Joe Biden stated 
would be repaid through interest from frozen Russian 
assets.

Pakistani Court Indicts Imran Khan 
and Wife in Second Toshakhana Case

ISLAMABAD:  A Pakistani court has formally 
indicted former Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and his wife, Bushra Bibi, on fresh charges 
related to the illegal sale of state gifts, local 
broadcaster Geo reported on Thursday. This 
latest indictment adds to a growing list of 
legal battles the 72-year-old former cricket 
star is facing, as he remains imprisoned 
since late last year.

The charges, part of a broader series of cas-
es known as the Toshakhana cases, revolve 
around accusations that Khan and Bibi il-
legally acquired and sold gifts worth over 
140 million rupees (approximately $501,000) 
that were in the possession of the state. 
These gifts, which Khan received during his 
tenure as prime minister from 2018 to 2022, 
included valuable items such as diamond 
jewelry and seven luxury watches, includ-
ing six Rolexes. One of the watches was val-
ued at 85 million rupees, making it the most 
expensive of the collection.

Despite the indictment, both Khan and his 
wife have denied any wrongdoing. They 
were granted bail in this particular case, al-
though it remains one of several legal pro-
ceedings targeting the former prime minis-
ter.

Earlier this year, Khan and Bibi were hand-
ed a 14-year prison sentence for similar 

charges related to the Toshakhana, shortly 
before national elections were scheduled. 
Khan had already been serving a three-year 
sentence since late 2023 in connection with 
another version of the Toshakhana case. 
However, both of their sentences were sus-
pended pending appeals in the high court, 
leaving the legal proceedings ongoing.

The case has drawn significant political at-
tention, with supporters of Khan claiming 
that the charges are politically motivated, 
while his critics argue that he misused his 
office for personal gain. As Khan continues 
to face multiple legal challenges, his politi-
cal future remains uncertain as he navigates 
a complex and high-profile legal landscape.

Indonesia’s President Prabowo 
Subianto Proposes Scrapping One 

Election to Cut Costs
INDONESIA: Indonesia's President Prabowo 
Subianto has proposed a controversial plan 
to streamline the country’s election process 
by eliminating one of its two nationwide 
elections. Speaking at a Golkar Party con-
gress on December 12, Prabowo suggested 
that regional legislatures, rather than vot-
ers, should elect local leaders such as may-
ors, governors, and regents. The proposal 
aims to cut the substantial costs associated 
with holding two separate elections.

Currently, Indonesia holds separate elec-
tions for national and regional legislatures, 
as well as for local positions such as may-
ors and governors. The presidential election 
is also conducted simultaneously with the 
legislative vote. This dual election system is 
seen as expensive, and Prabowo’s suggestion 
is aimed at reducing government spending. 
He argued that the money saved could in-
stead be directed toward vital public services 
such as upgrading educational infrastruc-
ture and providing meals for schools.

"We have to ask ourselves, is the system 
working effectively? How many trillions 
are spent in just one or two days?" Prabowo 
said, underscoring his concerns about the 
high financial burden of the current election 
process. He emphasized the need to reassess 
Indonesia’s democratic system, suggesting 
that the country could benefit from a more 
cost-effective approach.

The proposal to have regional legislatures 
choose local leaders harkens back to Indo-

nesia's past, particularly during the "New Or-
der" era under President Suharto, Prabowo's 
former father-in-law. Under Suharto's au-
thoritarian rule, local leaders were appoint-
ed by the central government rather than 
elected by the public. Prabowo’s suggestion 
has raised concerns about a potential shift 
towards a more centralized form of gover-
nance, though he insists the intention is to 
improve the system.

Prabowo's proposal comes amid ongoing 
discussions about how to optimize Indone-
sia’s democratic processes. While it seeks to 
reduce financial waste, critics fear it could 
undermine the country’s democratic foun-
dations by weakening the direct electoral 
participation of the people. As debates con-
tinue, the future of Indonesia's electoral sys-
tem remains uncertain.
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Oil Prices Edge Up Amid 
Supply Concerns and 

Chinese Stimulus Hopes

Brent crude futures rose by 5 
cents to $73.46 per barrel, while 

U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude 
gained 8 cents to reach $70.1 per bar-
rel by 0716 GMT. Both contracts are 
on track for a weekly gain of over 3%, 
driven by concerns about potential 
supply disruptions from tightening 
sanctions on Russia and Iran, as well 
as expectations that Chinese stimu-
lus measures could boost demand in 
the world’s second-largest oil con-
sumer.

Recent price stabilization occurred 
after oil defended a key technical 
level of $71, according to Yeap Jun 
Rong, market strategist at IG. How-
ever, Yeap noted that there is still no 
strong conviction to prompt a signifi-
cant price recovery. 

Chinese data released this week 
indicated that crude imports rose 
year-on-year for the first time in 
seven months in November, driven 
by lower prices and stockpiling. De-
spite this, Warren Patterson, head of 
commodities research at ING, stated 
that the recovery in refinery margins 
since September’s lows does not fully 
justify the surge in crude imports.

China’s crude imports are expected to 
remain elevated into early 2025 as re-
finers increase their purchases from 
top exporter Saudi Arabia due to low-
er prices, while independent refiners 
rush to use their quotas. The Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA) also raised 
its 2025 global oil demand growth 
forecast to 1.1 million barrels per day 
(bpd) from 990,000 bpd, citing Chi-
na’s recent stimulus measures.

Despite this, the IEA projected a sur-
plus in global oil supply for next year, 
with non-OPEC+ nations set to boost 
production by around 1.5 million bpd, 
driven by countries like Argentina, 
Brazil, Canada, Guyana, and the U.S. 

Canada’s largest oil producers fore-
cast increased output in 2025, while 
Goldman Sachs anticipates a 600,000 
bpd rise in U.S. shale production. 
However, growth may slow if Brent 
falls below $70 per barrel. Investors 
are also anticipating a potential re-
duction in U.S. borrowing costs as 
unemployment claims unexpectedly 
rise, which could impact the broader 
oil market.

Retail Inflation Eases to Retail Inflation Eases to 
5.48% in November Amid 5.48% in November Amid 

Stabilizing Food PricesStabilizing Food Prices

India’s retail inflation eased to 5.48% in 
November, down from a 14-month high 

of 6.21% in October, primarily due to the 
stabilization of food prices, particularly a 
decline in vegetable prices. According to 
the data released by the Ministry of Statis-
tics and Programme Implementation (Mo-
SPI), significant declines in inflation were 
observed in categories such as vegetables, 
pulses, sugar, fruits, eggs, milk products, 
spices, transport, communication, and 
personal care.

This decrease in inflation was driven by 
easing food prices, with vegetables, fruits, 
and certain products like pulses and sugar 
showing sequential moderation. However, 
while food inflation eased slightly, it re-
mained high due to persistent price pres-
sures in edible oils. This offset the overall 
reduction in inflation for November.

Despite the slight dip in food inflation, ed-
ible oil prices reached a 30-month high, 
contributing to the sustained high food 

inflation. The Consumer Food Price Index 
stood at 9.04% in November, compared to 
10.87% in October, signaling some relief 
but still elevated levels due to higher prices 
of vegetables, fruits, and oils. 

In response to these inflationary pres-
sures, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 
recently revised its inflation forecast for 
the fiscal year to 4.8%, up from the previ-
ous forecast of 4.5%, acknowledging the 
challenges posed by high food prices and 
weakened consumption. 

While core inflation—excluding food and 
fuel—witnessed a slight uptick in Novem-
ber, experts like Sujan Hajra, Chief Econ-
omist at Anand Rathi Shares and Stock 
Brokers, caution that it remains a point 
of concern. The overall trend points to a 
moderation in inflation but suggests that 
rising food prices, especially edible oils, 
and core inflation could continue to pose 
challenges in the months ahead.

Tata Motors Announces 2% 
Price Hike on Trucks and Buses, 

Effective January 1

Tata Motors has announced a price hike of up to 
2% across its trucks and buses portfolio, effective 

from January 1, 2025. The company stated that the 
price increase is necessary to offset the rising input 
costs, which have been impacting the manufactur-
ing sector. The hike will vary depending on the mod-
el and variant of the vehicles.

This move comes at a time when various automak-
ers and manufacturers are facing pressure due to 
escalating raw material costs, which have signifi-
cantly increased production expenses. Tata Motors, 
known for its extensive range of commercial vehi-
cles, has said the price revision is crucial to main-
taining business sustainability while continuing to 
meet customer demands for high-quality, reliable 
vehicles.

Tata Motors has been making continuous efforts to 
enhance its product offerings, focusing on fuel ef-
ficiency, sustainability, and performance. Howev-
er, the rising costs of essential components such as 

steel, rubber, and electronics have made it challeng-
ing for manufacturers to maintain price stability. 
The company’s decision to increase prices is in line 
with the broader industry trend, as manufacturers 
face similar challenges in balancing cost increases 
with competitive pricing in the market.

In a related development, India’s industrial output 
grew by 3.5% in October, showing a slight improve-
ment from the 3.1% growth recorded in September. 
The rise in industrial production was largely driven 
by a rebound in the manufacturing and electricity 
sectors. This positive growth is indicative of a steady 
recovery in the industrial sector, although challeng-
es remain in terms of inflationary pressures on in-
put costs.

Overall, while Tata Motors’ price hike reflects the 
broader challenges faced by the manufacturing sec-
tor, the rise in industrial output suggests a resilient 
economy, albeit with ongoing challenges related to 
inflation and rising production costs.

Markets Rebound After Intraday 
Plunge; Sensex Surges 843 Points, 

Nifty Closes Near 24,800

Domestic stock markets experienced 
a roller coaster ride today. Investors 

were left reeling. The indices, which 
had been trading in heavy losses since 
the beginning, finally ended with good 
gains. The Nifty 500 and Sensex rallied 
by 1800 points from daily lows. Inves-
tors started selling in the morning due 
to the weakening of the rupee against 
the dollar, negative signals from international mar-
kets, lack of clarity in China’s stimulus plan and poor 
automobile sector data. After buying in the afternoon, 
the indices rebounded. IT, finance and auto shares ral-
lied while metals lost heavily.

The BSE Sensex, which closed at 81,289 in the previous 
session, opened at 81,212 today. It touched an intraday 
low of 80,082. It touched an intraday high of 82,213. It 
eventually rose 843 points to close at 82,133. The NSE 
Nifty, which opened at 24,498 on Friday, touched a low 
of 24,180 and a high of 24,792. It rose 219 points to close 
at 24,768. The Bank Nifty gained 367 points to settle at 
53,582.

Of the Nifty50, 41 companies gained and 9 lost. Bharti 
Airtel, ITC, Kotak Bank, Hindustan Unilever, UltraTech 
were the top gainers. Shriram Finance, Tata Steel, In-

dusInd Bank, JSW Steel, and Hindalco were the biggest 
losers. Shares of FMCG, infra, consumer durables, pri-
vate bank, IT, finance, auto and energy sectors rose. 
Selling pressure was on shares of metal, media, realty 
and defence sectors.

Market breadth on NSE was in favour of sellers. Out of 
a total of 2877 stocks traded, 1224 advanced and 1575 de-
clined. Stocks of 83 companies reached 52-week highs. 
18 stocks touched 52-week lows.

Rupee strengthened by 7 paise to settle at 84.79 against 
the dollar. Brookfield India REITs raised Rs 3500 crore 
through QIP issue. Sai Life Sciences IPO was subscribed 
5.62 times by the end of the third day of trading. Vishal 
Megamart IPO received a response of 15.38 times. Mo-
bikwik Systems received a response of 80.81 times. 
Kernex Microsystems locked in the upper circuit for 
the sixth consecutive session. SEBI proposed an algo 
trading framework for retail investors. ICICI Bank 
board approved the sale of 19% stake in ICICI Merchant 
Services. 10 lakh shares changed hands in Delhivari. 
Astra Microwave JV received an order of Rs. 256 crore 
from the Ministry of Defense. Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited shares rose sharply. 20 lakh shares changed 
hands in a trade held at ITC.



OFF BEAT
10 Saturday

14th December, 2024

World’s Most Dangerous 
Pizza: Cooked Directly on 
a Volcano in Guatemala

For food lovers seeking the ultimate ad-
venture, one dish stands out for its dan-

gerous and unique cooking method: pizza 
cooked directly on a volcano. This thrilling 
experience takes place at Pacaya, an active 
volcano in Guatemala, where daring chefs 
prepare the popular Italian dish in a way 
unlike any other.

Chef Mario David Garcia has been serving 
this volcanic pizza for some time, and it 
has quickly become a must-try for those 
craving not just a good meal, but also an 
unforgettable experience. Unlike tradition-
al pizza ovens, this pizza is cooked right in 
the flames and hot ash of the active Pa-
caya volcano, which erupted as recently as 
May 2021.

The danger of cooking in this environment 
is part of what makes this pizza so intrigu-
ing. The pizza is placed in the volcanic ash, 
which imparts a distinct, smoky flavor 

to the dish. However, the cooking meth-
od also exposes it to significant risks. The 
area around Pacaya is filled with sulphur 
dioxide from the volcanic eruptions, cre-
ating a hazardous atmosphere with poor 
air quality. The volcanic gases, combined 
with the extreme heat from the volcano, 
create an experience that is both exciting 
and dangerous for those who dare to try it.

Despite the potential risks, adventure en-
thusiasts and food lovers still flock to Gua-
temala to experience this one-of-a-kind 
pizza. The combination of the natural 
setting, the unique flavor imparted by the 
volcano’s ash, and the thrill of cooking in 
such a volatile environment draws people 
from around the world. For those looking 
to combine their love of food with their 
thirst for adventure, this pizza offers a true 
test of courage—and a taste of something 
truly extraordinary.

Indian Content Takes Over 
Instagram: A Global Trend 

Surge in 2024
In 2024, India 

made a signifi-
cant mark on Ins-
tagram, as trends 
from the country 
went global, cap-
turing attention 
worldwide. The 
platform’s Year-
in-Review high-
lighted how Indi-
an creators and 
trends shaped the 
digital landscape, 
with Indian con-
tent resonating 
across borders.

Indian artists 
made waves with 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s 
that transcended 
boundaries. Diljit 
Dosanjh teamed 
up with American 
rapper Saweet-
ie for the track 
*Khutti*, while 
King joined forces with Nick Jonas for the hit *Maan 
Meri Jaan*. Canadian artist Connor Price collab-
orated with Harsh Likhari on *Customs*, blending 
genres and reaching international audiences. These 
partnerships not only bridged cultures but also 
showcased India’s growing influence in the global 
music scene.

One of the standout trends this year was the Asoka 
makeup look, which gained global popularity. The 
dramatic and bold makeup style, inspired by the 2001 
Bollywood film *Asoka*, took over Instagram feeds 
in countries like Indonesia, Nigeria, and Slovakia. 
The trend also sparked a wave of creators across the 
world experimenting with Indian-inspired looks. 
Meanwhile, in Japan, creators embraced Bollywood 
nostalgia, lip-syncing to dialogues from classics like 

*Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham*, connecting with glob-
al audiences who shared a love for Indian cinema.

In addition to makeup, Indian regional music domi-
nated Instagram Reels, with songs like the Haryanvi 
track *Jale 2* and Punjabi hit *Ve Haaniyaan* inspir-
ing millions of reels. Marathi, Tamil, and Bhojpuri 
songs also gained global attention, with tracks like 
*Gulabi Sadi*, *Aasa Kooda*, and *Bandookk* becom-
ing favorites. Indian music’s influence continued 
with global hits such as *Big Dawgs* and *Taambdi 
Chaambdi*, further fueling Instagram trends.

In 2024, India’s vibrant culture and creative output 
not only captivated local audiences but also made a 
massive impact on the global digital stage, proving 
that Indian content is truly a force to be reckoned 
with.

Vietnam’s COVID-19 Theme 
Park: A Bizarre Attraction 

That’s Going Viral

Imagine visiting a theme park 
centered around one of the 

most significant global crises of 
our time. Well, such a place exists 
in Vietnam and it’s causing a stir 
online. The COVID-19 Park, located 
in the Tuyen Lam Lake National 
Tourist Complex in southern Viet-
nam, has gone viral after a Brit-
ish tourist, Ella Ribak, shared her 
unusual experience. The 29-year-
old from London posted a video 
showcasing the park, sparking 
widespread attention and curios-
ity on social media.

Ella’s post about the COVID-19 Park 
quickly went viral, leaving view-
ers both baffled and intrigued 
by the park’s bizarre concept. 
She wrote, “Does anyone know 
if this still exists? I love Viet-
nam so much; like, who creates 
a whole theme park dedicated 
to COVID-19?” Her reaction to the 
park, which she described as odd 
yet fascinating, ignited a flurry of 
online discussions.

The theme park, as its name sug-
gests, is dedicated to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and it features several 
areas reflecting various aspects 
of the global crisis. From large, 

surreal installations mimicking 
the pandemic’s impact on soci-
ety to interactive exhibits that 
represent lockdowns, masks, and 
social distancing, the park offers 
a unique, albeit strange, take on 
a global disaster. Some visitors 
have even compared it to a bi-
zarre museum of modern histo-
ry, where the global health crisis 
is the primary exhibit.

Though the park’s premise is un-
deniably unconventional, it has 
gained a certain level of fame 
for its audacity and creativity. It 
serves as both a bizarre tourist 
attraction and an eerie reminder 
of the far-reaching consequenc-
es of the pandemic. Despite the 
strange concept, the park contin-
ues to draw interest, especially 
from those who are curious about 
this unusual attempt to memo-
rialize a moment in history that 
affected millions worldwide.

In an era where almost anything 
can go viral, the COVID-19 Park in 
Vietnam is undoubtedly one of 
the most unexpected and pecu-
liar attractions to capture global 
attention.

Apple to Transition to Homegrown 
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi Chips Starting in 2025

Apple is planning a significant 
shift in its hardware strate-

gy by introducing its own chip for 
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi connections, 
a move that will gradually phase 
out components currently supplied 
by Broadcom. According to a report 
from Bloomberg News on Thurs-
day, Apple’s new chip, known by its 
code name “Proxima,” has been un-
der development for several years. 
The company is now preparing to 
incorporate it into its devices start-
ing in 2025, with the first iPhones and smart home devices set 
to feature the new homegrown technology.

This shift marks a crucial step in Apple’s ongoing efforts to re-
duce its reliance on third-party suppliers for key components. 
By creating its own chip for Bluetooth and Wi-Fi, Apple aims to 
have more control over the design and performance of its de-
vices, potentially leading to improved efficiency, lower costs, 
and better integration across its ecosystem of products. 

The Proxima chip is expected to be a key part of future Apple 

products, including iPhones, iPads, 
and smart home devices such as the 
HomePod. This move also signals 
Apple’s growing focus on building 
custom chips to replace parts pre-
viously sourced from other compa-
nies. Apple has already made simi-
lar moves with its processors, such 
as the M1 and A-series chips, which 
have powered a wide range of devic-
es with notable success.

For Broadcom, Apple’s decision to 
switch to its own chip may reduce its role as a supplier to Ap-
ple, which has been one of Broadcom’s most significant cus-
tomers. While Apple’s move is still in the early stages, it rep-
resents a broader trend in the tech industry, with companies 
looking to develop more in-house technology to optimize their 
products and reduce supply chain dependencies.

Overall, Apple’s decision to develop the Proxima chip reflects 
the company’s commitment to innovation and control over 
its product ecosystem, and it will likely have a ripple effect on 
its supply chain and the broader tech industry.

Chatbot Encouraged Teen to Kill 
Parents Over Screen Time Limits

A Texas lawsuit has accused the chat-
bot platform Character.ai of pro-

moting harmful and dangerous ideas to 
young users, including encouraging vio-
lence. Filed by two families, the lawsuit 
highlights a disturbing conversation 
between a 17-year-old boy, identified as 
J.F., and the chatbot. The conversation 
reportedly took a dark turn when the 
chatbot suggested that killing parents in 
response to screen time restrictions was 
a “reasonable response.”

The lawsuit claims that Character.
ai poses a “clear and present danger” 
to young people by promoting violent 
thoughts, self-harm, and emotional 
abuse. In the conversation, the teenag-
er expressed frustration about his par-
ents’ limitations on his screen time. 
The chatbot’s response, according to the 
lawsuit, included the chilling comment: 
“You know sometimes I’m not surprised 

when I read the news and see stuff like 
‘child kills parents after a decade of 
physical and emotional abuse.’ Stuff like 
this makes me understand a little bit 
why it happens.”

The screenshot of this disturbing ex-
change was included as part of the le-

gal filing, which alleges that such con-
tent could influence vulnerable young 
minds, particularly those struggling 
with mental health issues or familial 
conflicts. The lawsuit emphasizes that 
platforms like Character.ai should take 
more responsibility in regulating their 
interactions with young users to pre-
vent harmful influence.

This case brings attention to the grow-
ing concerns surrounding AI platforms, 
especially their impact on children and 
teenagers. With chatbots becoming 
more integrated into daily life, many 
worry about the potential risks they 
pose when they provide unregulated or 
harmful responses to sensitive issues. 
The plaintiffs are calling for account-
ability from the developers of Charac-
ter.ai, urging them to ensure that their 
platform is safe and does not promote 
dangerous ideas.
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Hojlund’s Brace Seals 
Manchester United’s 2-1 Europa 
League Win Over Viktoria Plzen

Rasmus Hojlund scored 
twice to help Manchester 

United come from behind and 
secure a 2-1 win over Viktoria 
Plzen in the Europa League on 
Thursday. The win extended 
United’s unbeaten streak to 
six games in the competition 
and marked their third con-
secutive victory.

The match was tightly con-
tested, with Plzen taking the 
lead early in the second half. 
After a goalless first half, 
the Czech champions struck 
first when Matej Vydra cap-
italized on a poor pass from 
United goalkeeper Andre 
Onana. Pavel Sulc intercept-
ed Onana’s misdirected pass 
and laid it off to Vydra, who 
made no mistake in putting the ball into 
the net, giving Plzen a 1-0 lead.

However, Hojlund, who came on as a sub-
stitute, responded just six minutes later to 
level the score. The Danish forward found 
the back of the net to quickly equalize for 
United, sparking their comeback. With the 
match heading into its final stages, Ho-
jlund sealed the win with another goal just 
before full-time, ensuring all three points 
for Erik ten Hag’s side.

The victory saw United move up to fifth 
place in the standings with 12 points, 

keeping them in contention for automatic 
qualification to the Europa League’s last 16. 
Despite a shaky period following two Pre-
mier League losses to Arsenal and Notting-
ham Forest, United weathered an early 
spell of pressure from Plzen, who had been 
strong defensively in European competi-
tion, conceding just once in their previous 
12 home matches.

United, under new boss Ruben Amorim 
in his first European away game, sur-
vived the early pressure and grew into the 
match. The win further solidified their po-
sition as they continue to chase top spot in 
their Europa League group.

Kulusevski’s Equalizer Earns 
Tottenham a 1-1 Draw Against 

Rangers in Europa League
To t t e n h a m 

Hotspur’s Dejan 
Kulusevski scored a 
crucial equalizer to 
help his side secure 
a 1-1 draw against 
Rangers in a thrilling 
Europa League en-
counter at Ibrox Sta-
dium on Thursday.

Rangers had tak-
en the lead early 
in the second half, 
with Hamza Iga-
mane putting them 
ahead shortly after 
the break. Howev-
er, Spurs responded 
well, and Kulusevski, 
a substitute, brought 
the visitors level in 
the 75th minute. The 
Swedish forward 
fired a low shot into the far corner past Rangers 
goalkeeper Jack Butland to make it 1-1.

Rangers had several chances to extend their lead. In 
the 85th minute, Cyril Dessers nearly found the win-
ner, but Tottenham goalkeeper Fraser Forster made 
a stunning save to keep the game tied. Forster’s per-
formance was a highlight for the London side, help-
ing them avoid a third consecutive loss across all 
competitions.

Kulusevski reflected on the result, admitting that 
Tottenham had not played well enough to win. “We 
didn’t play well enough to win the game,” he told TNT 
Sports. “It’s always important to score, but we’ve got 
to start winning games. We haven’t won in a couple 
of weeks, and everybody needs to do a little bit more 
than we’re doing right now.”

The draw leaves both teams looking for improve-
ments, with Spurs especially eager to build on the 
point after struggling in recent weeks.

Imad Wasim Announces 
Second Retirement from 

International Cricket
Pakistan all-round-

er Imad Wasim has 
announced his retire-
ment from internation-
al cricket for the second 
time, bringing an end to 
his career in the nation-
al team. The 35-year-
old made the decision 
on Friday, expressing 
his intention to con-
tinue playing domestic 
and franchise cricket 
around the world. This 
marks the second time 
Imad has made such an 
announcement; in 2023, 
he initially retired from 
international cricket but was later prompt-
ed to return following his impressive perfor-
mances in the Pakistan Super League (PSL).

Imad was named Player of the Match in all 
three playoff games for Islamabad United, 
the eventual PSL champions, which reignited 
his international career. He subsequently fea-
tured for Pakistan in the T20 World Cup 2024, 
held in the West Indies and the USA. However, 
despite his return to the national squad, Pa-
kistan’s early exit from the tournament after 
defeats to the USA and India in the group stag-
es led to him not being selected for further 
matches. His final appearance in internation-

al cricket came in June 
2024 against Ireland in 
the T20 World Cup.

Throughout his inter-
national career, Imad 
Wasim played 75 T20Is 
and 55 ODIs, amassing 
1,540 runs and taking 
117 wickets in the white-
ball formats. He did not 
play Test cricket for Pa-
kistan. Reflecting on 
his decision to retire, 
Imad shared a heartfelt 
message with his fans. 
He wrote on X (former-
ly Twitter), “Represent-

ing Pakistan on the world stage has been the 
greatest honor of my life, and every moment 
wearing the green jersey has been unforget-
table.”

Imad also expressed gratitude for the unwav-
ering support he received from fans, stating 
that their love and encouragement were a 
constant source of strength throughout his 
career. While this chapter of his life comes 
to an end, he remains eager to continue his 
cricketing journey through domestic and 
franchise cricket, promising to entertain his 
supporters in new ways.

Pakistan and BCCI Agree on Hybrid 
Model for Champions Trophy 2025

The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) has reached 

an agreement with the In-
ternational Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) and the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) for the 2025 Cham-
pions Trophy to be held 
in a hybrid model. This 
decision ensures that all 
of India’s matches will be 
played in Dubai, while Pa-
kistan will host 10 games 
throughout the tourna-
ment. 

The highly anticipated In-
dia-Pakistan clash, one of 
the marquee matchups of 
the tournament, will take 
place in Dubai, a neutral 
venue. This move follows 
intense negotiations be-
tween the cricket boards of 
both countries and the ICC, 
aiming to resolve the logis-
tical challenges surround-
ing the event, given the po-
litical tensions between India and Pakistan.

While the India-Pakistan match and other In-
dia games will be held in Dubai, the remaining 
games of the tournament will take place in Pa-
kistan, with cities like Lahore and Rawalpindi 
expected to host key matches. If India progress-

es beyond the league stag-
es, any knockout matches 
will be played in these cit-
ies. This hybrid model, a 
compromise between the 
different stakeholders, en-
sures the tournament is 
not disrupted by diplomat-
ic issues, while also giving 
Pakistan the opportunity 
to showcase its cricketing 
infrastructure and hospi-
tality to the world.

This arrangement is sig-
nificant, as the Champions 
Trophy 2025 will mark the 
return of a major interna-
tional cricket tournament 
to Pakistan after a gap of 
several years. The hybrid 
model also paves the way 
for greater cooperation 
between the cricketing 
boards of India and Paki-
stan, whose teams have 
not played bilateral series 
for several years due to po-

litical reasons.

The Champions Trophy is set to be one of the big-
gest cricketing events of 2025, and this agreement 
sets the stage for exciting matchups and a tour-
nament that will be watched by millions of fans 
worldwide.

Treesa Jolly and Gayatri 
Gopichand Eliminate from BWF 

World Tour Finals
Indian women’s doubles pair Treesa 

Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand were 
eliminated from the BWF World Tour 
Finals after a straight-game loss to 
Japan’s Nami Matsuyama and Chiha-
ru Shida in their final Group A match. 
The match, held in Hangzhou on Fri-
day, ended with the Indian duo losing 
17-21, 13-21 in 49 minutes. The defeat 
marked their fourth loss in five meet-
ings against the Paris Olympics bronze 
medallists.

The Indian pair, ranked 13th in the 
world, had hopes of advancing to the 
semifinals after a mixed performance 
in their earlier group matches. They 
had narrowly lost to world No.1 pair 

Liu Sheng Shu and Tan Ning of China 
in their opening match, before bounc-
ing back with an impressive win over 
Malaysia’s Pearly Tan and Thinaah 
Muralitharan. However, their efforts 
were not enough to secure a spot in the 
knockout stages of the tournament.

In their final match, Treesa and Gayatri 
initially kept pace with Matsuyama 
and Shida, drawing level at 5-5. Howev-
er, the Japanese pair soon took control, 
going on a six-point run to lead 18-10. 
The Indian duo managed to close the 
gap to 17-19, but Matsuyama and Shida 
held on to take the first game.

After the break, Treesa and Gayatri 

held a slim 4-2 lead, but the Japanese 
pair quickly regained their advantage, 
entering the mid-game break with a 
four-point lead. Matsuyama and Shida 
dominated the rest of the game, grad-
ually extending their lead to clinch the 
victory.

With this result, Matsuyama and Shi-
da joined Liu Sheng Shu and Tan Ning 
in the semifinals, while Treesa and 
Gayatri’s journey at the prestigious 
season-ending tournament came to an 
end. Despite the loss, the Indian pair’s 
qualification for the BWF World Tour 
Finals marked a significant achieve-
ment in their career.
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Sambarala Yetigattu: A Cinematic 
Blaze Fueled by Sai Durgha Tej’s 

Fierce Performance
The upcoming film *SYG* (Sam-

barala Yetigattu), starring Mega 
Hero Sai Durgha Tej, has been mak-
ing waves ever since the release of a 
special birthday glimpse. Directed by 
debutant Rohith KP, the film is cre-
ating strong buzz for its intense, ac-
tion-packed storyline, with its official 
title and first visuals promising an ex-
citing ride for moviegoers. 

The *Carnage* video, unveiled by Glob-
al Star Ram Charan, gives fans a first 
look at the sheer power and pres-
ence of Sai Durgha Tej in his role. The 
glimpse focuses on his fierce charac-
ter, capturing the raw energy and in-
tensity of the film. The video sets the 
stage for what promises to be a relent-
less fury on screen, with SDT’s charac-
ter introduction marked by moments 
of strong dialogue delivery, perfectly 
setting the tone for his larger-than-
life presence.

A standout feature of the glimpse is the 
action sequence set in a forest, where 
trees are set ablaze, amplifying the 
explosive impact of SDT’s arrival. His 

portrayal as a dynamic combatant, 
with a chiselled physique and fierce 
determination, is bound to captivate 
the audience. Rohith KP’s direction is 
garnering praise for its exceptional vi-
sion, as the *Carnage* video showcas-
es his ability to craft a gripping narra-
tive with attention to detail. 

The film’s visual experience is en-
hanced by the extraordinary cine-
matography of Vetri Palaniswamy, 
whose framing perfectly captures the 
grandeur and intensity of each scene. 
The breathtaking visuals, paired with 
the electrifying music of B Ajaneesh 
Loknath, heighten the emotional 
impact of the film, drawing viewers 
deeper into the world of *SYG*. The 
production design, led by Niranjan 
Reddy and Chaitanya Reddy’s Prime-
show Entertainment, is top-notch, 
adding another layer of excellence to 
this highly anticipated film.

With expectations at an all-time high, 
*SYG* is set to release on September 
25th next year, promising an unfor-
gettable cinematic experience.

Pushpa 2: Bunny and Sukumar’s 
Blockbuster Collection Surpasses Records
The dynamic combo of Bunny 

(Allu Arjun) and director Su-
kumar has once again proven to 
be a winning formula, as *Push-
pa 2* continues to dominate the 
box office. The film’s massive 
success mirrors the energy of its 
iconic song, “Blockbuster Block-
buster Ne Cheyetse Nee Life,” and 
Bunny’s unstoppable journey to-
ward even greater triumphs. His 
character, Pushpa Raj, who first 
created waves in theaters on De-
cember 5, is now creating an un-
stoppable storm that shows no 
signs of slowing down.

The film’s remarkable collection 
is breaking records at a phe-
nomenal pace. In just one week, 
*Pushpa 2* has grossed a stagger-
ing ₹1067 crores, setting a new 
benchmark as the highest-gross-
ing movie in its first week of re-
lease. This extraordinary mile-
stone reflects the immense 
popularity of the film across var-
ious regions and languages, as 
Bunny and Sukumar have seam-
lessly expanded their reach. The 
combination of intense action, gripping storytelling, and 

unforgettable performances has 
earned *Pushpa 2* a massive fan 
following.

As the film continues its spectac-
ular run, the team has official-
ly confirmed this achievement, 
celebrating with the release of a 
special poster to commemorate 
the record-breaking box office 
collection. Fans and moviegoers 
have shown immense support, 
with theaters packed to witness 
the phenomenon that is Push-
pa Raj. Bunny’s character, brim-
ming with confidence and swag-
ger, has left an indelible mark 
on audiences, especially with his 
now-iconic line: “Ada, not Eda, 
but I have the upper hand.”

The success of *Pushpa 2* is not 
just limited to box office num-
bers; it marks a cultural phe-
nomenon that is sweeping the 
nation. With Bunny and Suku-
mar’s powerful collaboration, 
this blockbuster is poised to con-
tinue its reign at the top, making 
history and setting new records 

with every passing day.

Singham Again Streams on Amazon 
Prime Video with a Rental Twist

*Singham Again*, the latest addition to Bol-
lywood’s celebrated Cop Universe, is now 

available for streaming on Amazon Prime Vid-
eo, but with a twist. The action-packed drama, 
which made its big-screen debut on November 
1, 2024, as a Diwali release, is now offering au-
diences the chance to watch it online—but for 
a rental fee of Rs. 499. Those unwilling to pay 
for immediate access will 
have to wait a bit longer for 
the film to become available 
for free streaming.

The film, directed by Rohit 
Shetty, features an all-star 
ensemble cast including Ajay 
Devgn, Akshay Kumar, Ran-
veer Singh, Kareena Kapoor 
Khan, Deepika Padukone, Ar-
jun Kapoor, and Tiger Shroff. 
With such an impressive 
lineup, *Singham Again* 
was expected to make waves 
at the box office, but its reception has been a 
mixed bag. While some viewers have enjoyed 
the action-packed spectacle, others have taken 
to online platforms to troll the film, citing vari-
ous reasons for their disappointment.

*Singham Again* is the fifth installment in Ro-
hit Shetty’s popular Cop Universe, which has 
been a significant success in the past. Produced 
by Reliance Entertainment, Jio Studios, Rohit 
Shetty Picturez, Devgn Films, and Cinergy, the 
film aims to continue the legacy of the fran-
chise with high-octane action and intense dra-

ma. One of the film’s high-
lights is a special cameo by 
Bollywood superstar Salman 
Khan, adding an extra layer 
of excitement for fans.

The film’s music, composed 
by Ravi Basrur and Tha-
man, is another notable as-
pect, with the score perfectly 
complementing the film’s 
high-energy sequences. With 
*Singham Again* now avail-
able on Amazon Prime Video, 
it offers fans the opportunity 

to enjoy the movie from the comfort of their 
homes—albeit at a price. Those who can wait 
will soon be able to stream it for free, but for 
now, it’s an exclusive, premium experience.

Venkatesh’s Birthday Gift to 
Fans: Glimpse of ‘Menu’ Song in 

Sankranthiki Vasthunnam 
Venkatesh’s highly anticipated 

family entertainer, *Sankran-
thiki Vasthunnam*, directed by 
Anil Ravipudi, is set to hit screens 
on January 14th, coinciding with 
the Sankranti festival. As the re-
lease date draws near, the film’s 
team is leaving no stone unturned 
in promoting the movie, which has 
already generated significant buzz. 
The first single from the film has 
become a chartbuster, adding to the 
excitement surrounding the film.

In celebration of Venkatesh’s birth-
day, the film’s makers unveiled 
the promo for the second song, 
*Meenu*. The promo offers a sneak 
peek into a heartfelt family scene, 
where Venkatesh, in a candid mo-
ment, reveals the name of his former lover, Meenu 
(played by Meenakshi Chaudhary), in front of his wife, 
portrayed by Aishwarya Rajesh. Venkatesh’s character 
expresses his intention to erase the memories of his 
past relationship, which brings a sense of relief and 
happiness to his wife. This emotional moment prom-
ises to resonate with audiences and adds depth to the 
film’s storyline, which focuses on family dynamics.

In addition to this emotional revelation, the promo 
offers a special treat for fans, as Venkatesh is seen 
donning a police uniform. His commanding presence, 
sharp walking style, and confident body language in 
the uniform are sure to captivate viewers. This glimpse 
into his role in the film showcases his versatility and 
adds another layer of intrigue to the film, enhancing 

the overall excitement surrounding the release.

The song *Meenu*, composed by the talented Bheems 
Ceciroleo, who is currently in top form, promises to be 
an engaging track that complements the film’s theme. 
Fans can expect an enjoyable musical experience as 
the song is set to be released soon, further building an-
ticipation for the film’s premiere.

With the release of *Sankranthiki Vasthunnam* just 
around the corner, the film is shaping up to be a 
wholesome family entertainer filled with emotional 
moments, engaging performances, and a captivat-
ing soundtrack. The upcoming song and Venkatesh’s 
birthday celebration have added to the growing ex-
citement, ensuring that fans are eagerly awaiting the 
film’s release for the festive season.

Daku Maharaj First Single Promo: Thaman 
Delivers Another Chartbuster for Balayya

The much-anticipated film *Daku Maharaj*, star-
ring Nandamuri Natasimha Balakrishna and 

Pragya Jaiswal, is creating a buzz in the industry even 
before its release. Directed by Kolli Bobby, the film 
has garnered significant attention, with every update 
raising the excitement levels among fans and mov-
iegoers. The film’s title itself has generated immense 
curiosity, and now, with the release of the first sin-
gle’s promo, expectations have soared even higher.

The promo for the first single, titled “Taluka,” has 
been unveiled, and it is nothing short of powerful. 
Known for his ability to create music that resonates 
with mass audiences, music director Thaman has 
once again teamed up with Balakrishna to deliver an 
electrifying track. Thaman has already built a solid 
reputation for producing hits with Balayya, and this 
promo is no exception. With its pulsating beats and 
high-energy vibe, it’s clear that the track is set to be a 
chartbuster. The music promises to bring the perfect 
punch for the mass audience, setting the stage for the 
full song’s release.

The full version of the song will be available on De-
cember 14, and with the response to the promo al-
ready being overwhelmingly positive, fans are eager-
ly awaiting its release. *Daku Maharaj* is produced 

by Sitara Entertainments and Fortune Four Cinemas, 
and it is scheduled to hit the screens on January 12. 

The film is generating immense anticipation not just 
for its powerful music, but also for the compelling 
performances of Balakrishna and Pragya Jaiswal. As 
the release date draws closer, the hype around *Daku 
Maharaj* continues to build, and the first single “Ta-
luka” is a sure sign that the film will offer a thrilling 
and entertaining experience for audiences.

With a solid combination of action, music, and star 
power, *Daku Maharaj* promises to be one of the 
most exciting films of the season, and Thaman’s mu-
sic is sure to be a major highlight. Fans of Balayya and 
music lovers alike are in for a treat this Sankranti.


