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TPN, Hyderabad: Telangana 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy 
expressed his anger, questioning 
“why the farmhouses of KTR, Har 
ish Rao, Sabita Indra Reddy, and 
KVP Ramachandra Rao are not to 
be demolished?” He pointed out 
that all the waste drainage from 
the rich people is flowing into Us-
man Sagar and Himayat Sagar. 
"Should the people of Hyderabad 
drink that polluted water now?" 
he asked. Speaking at the launch 
of family digital cards in Secun-
derabad Cantonment, Revanth 
Reddy alleged that protests are 
being staged in the name of the 
poor because their farmhouses 
are at risk of demolition.

"How long will you survive by us-
ing the Musi issue?" he warned, 
suggesting that their time is lim-
ited. He criticized BRS leaders for 
speaking recklessly after losing 
power. Revanth Reddy claimed 
that his government has given 
30,000 jobs within 90 days of 
coming to power and plans to 

create another 30,000 jobs before 
December. He expressed anger 
that KTR and Harish are attack-
ing their efforts while they are 
taking steps to address traffic 
and flood issues in Hyderabad.

"The people are watching your 
theatrics with hired supporters," 
he said, demanding that the BRS 
distribute Rs. 500 crores, which 
he claimed were looted from the 

state, to the poor residents of the 
Musi catchment area. He criti-
cized certain leaders who, before 
coming to power, didn’t even 
own shoes but now have Rs. 1,500 
crores in their party's account.

"Have you forgotten the Hydra de-
bate in the Assembly?" he asked, 
criticizing why the suggestions 
made during the debate were 
ignored. Revanth Reddy stated 
that his government is open to 
alternatives and has already is-
sued orders to allocate houses to 
15,000 people in the Musi catch-
ment area.

Revanth Reddy proposed form-
ing an all-party coalition regard-
ing Hydra and providing advice 
on how to protect Hyderabad. 
He stressed that even a small 
amount of rain causes flooding 
in the city and that it is every-
one's responsibility to safeguard 
it.

Don't We Demolish KTR, 
Sabita, KVP Farmhouses?
Should the people of Hyderabad drink that polluted water now?
How long will you survive by using the Musi issue?
People are watching your theatrics with hired supporters.

TPN, Hyderabad: Film actor Akkineni Nagar-
juna has filed a defamation suit against Tela 
ngana Minister Konda Surekha. The suit was 
filed in the Nampally court, where Nagarju-
na requested that criminal action be taken 
against the minister. Nagarjuna took legal 
action following the minister's comments, 
alleging his involvement in the separation 
of actresses Samantha and Naga Chaitanya. 
He claimed that Konda Surekha's statements 
have defamed his family, and he urged the 
court to initiate criminal proceedings.

Complaint at Banjara Hills Police Station
Several women corporators from the BRS 

party lodged a complaint against Minister 
Konda Surekha at the Banjara Hills Police 
Station. The complaint was filed following 
her sensational allegations against KTR and 
film celebrities. The corporators expressed 
their disapproval of her comments.

Speaking on the occasion, the women cor-
porators said that Konda Surekha’s recent 
comments have brought embarrassment to 
members of society. They claimed her allega-
tions were baseless and demanded a public 
apology from her, as well as a retraction of 
her statements regarding KTR.

Nagarjuna's Defamation Suit 
Against Minister Konda Surekha

- Akkineni Nagarjuna files a case in Nampally court
- Nagarjuna claims the minister has damaged the honor of his family

TPN, Telangana: Former Telangana Minister Harish Rao 
launched a scathing attack on the Congress government 
and Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. He accused them of 
a plot to establish a Pharma City on 3-4 thousand acres 
while planning to sell the remaining 10,000 acres as real 
estate plots. Harish Rao criticized Revanth's administra-
tion, comparing it to a "madman with a stone," and ac-
cused the government of seizing fertile agricultural lands 
from farmers.

In his fiery remarks, Harish Rao questioned Revanth's 
role, asking, "Are you a real estate broker or a Chief Min-
ister?" He alleged that the Congress government was de-
stroying homes under the guise of beautifying the Musi 
River and claimed Revanth's policies were more about re-
moving farmers than helping the poor. Harish Rao also 
reminded Rahul Gandhi of the promises made in the Wa-
rangal Declaration and urged him to hold Revanth ac-
countable.

Harish Rao demanded the immediate cancellation of 
land acquisitions for the Pharma City project and warned 
that if the government continued to seize farmers' lands, 
they would not sit idly by. He vowed to take the matter 
to the Green Tribunal and stand by the farmers in their 
fight. Furthermore, he suggested that if the Pharma City 
cannot be built in the outskirts of Hyderabad, the ac-
quired land should be returned to the farmers.

Harish Rao concluded by condemning Revanth's leader-
ship, labeling it as a "fake Indiramma regime," and crit-
icized the Chief Minister for switching parties solely to 
attain power. He insisted that factories should be built on 
barren, rocky land, not on fertile agricultural land.

Are you a real estate broker 
or a Chief Minister?

TPN, Hyderabad: Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) working president, 
KT Rama Rao (KTR), has raised 
concerns about a reported secret 
meeting between a senior state 
minister, Congress strategist Sunil 
Kanugolu, and representatives 
from the Adani Group at a hotel in 
Hyderabad. KTR questioned wheth-
er this meeting indicated a new al-
liance between Congress and Adani 
or if it was part of a strategy to ac-
quire 84 acres of valuable govern-
ment land in Raidurg.

"Why did Adani meet with the No. 

2 in the Telangana Cabinet in the 
presidential suite of ITC Kohenur 
this evening? And more impor-
tantly, what was Sunil Kanugolu 
doing in the meeting? Has Adani 
become friends with Congress, or 
is it to usurp the 84 acres of pre-
cious government land in Rayadu-
rgam? #MysteryDeals," KTR posted 
on X (formerly Twitter).

Additionally, KTR accused Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi of sending 
bulldozers to demolish the homes 
of the poor on the Musi riverbed.

KTR Questions Congress Minister’s 
‘Secret Meeting’ with Adani Group

TPN, Hyderabad: In a major devel-
opment regarding the disqualifica-
tion of MLAs who defected from the 
BRS (Bharat Rashtra Samithi) to Con-
gress, the Telangana High Court has 
issued key directions. This comes af-
ter a single bench of the High Court, 
20 days ago, ordered that the sched-
ule for the inquiry into the disqual-
ification of these MLAs be released 
within four weeks. The Assembly 
Secretary, seeking a stay on this or-
der, approached the Division Bench 
of the High Court. However, the Di-
vision Bench expressed reluctance to 
issue an interim stay on the earlier order.

In its ruling, the High Court provided clear 
instructions on the disqualification process. 
It directed that the disqualification petitions 
related to MLAs who switched from BRS to 
Congress should be presented before the 

Speaker of the Assembly. The single bench 
had already ordered the Assembly Secretary 
to take action and disqualify the defected 
MLAs.

The BRS had filed petitions seeking the dis-
qualification of the MLAs who crossed over 
to the Congress party after winning under 

the BRS banner. The High Court, in 
hearing these petitions, directed the 
Assembly to release the schedule for 
the inquiry and resolve the matter 
within the next four weeks. These or-
ders will apply to the three MLAs who 
were subject to the complaints filed by 
their BRS counterparts.

The BRS MLAs Padi Kaushik Reddy 
and KP Vivekananda had filed peti-
tions to disqualify Kadiam Srihari 
(Station Ghanpur), Danam Nagender 
(Khairatabad), and Tellam Venkatarao 
(Bhadrachalam), all of whom defect-

ed to the Congress after winning their seats 
under the BRS ticket. The Assembly Secre-
tary had challenged the single bench’s order, 
but the Division Bench clarified that it can-
not grant interim orders against the single 
judge's ruling, thereby allowing the disqual-
ification process to move forward.

High Court's Decision on MLA Dis-
qualification Case Takes Big Turn

2nd page



TELANGANA
2 Friday

4th October, 2024

continued from P-1
 He invited KTR and Harish Rao to the Secretar-
iat for a discussion and, under the leadership 
of Etala Rajender, suggested approaching Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for funds. He also called 
on Union Ministers Bandi Sanjay and Kishan 
Reddy to join the effort, appealing for Rs. 25,000 
crores from the Centre.

Family Digital Cards Initiative

The Chief Minister announced the decision to 
introduce family digital cards with the aim of 
making welfare schemes accessible to everyone. 
He reminded people that, for the past ten years, 
they had to visit government offices repeatedly 
to get a ration card. He criticized KCR, claiming 
that under his rule, people did not receive ra-
tion cards. Revanth Reddy emphasized that dig-
ital cards are necessary to implement welfare 
schemes, with the goal of ensuring that every 
poor person has access to benefits. The family 
digital card will be useful for accessing ration, 
Arogyashri, fee reimbursements, and other wel-
fare schemes.

Don't We Demolish 
KTR, Sabita, KVP 

Farmhouses?
TPN, Telangana: Minister Kon-
da Surekha expressed her hurt 
over BRS Working President 
KTR’s emotional reaction to her 
comments. She explained that 
while criticizing him, she acci-
dentally mentioned a family. 
In a media conference held to-
day in Hanumakonda, Minister 
Konda Surekha clarified that she 
holds no personal animosity to-
ward anyone.

Minister Surekha further stat-
ed, "I have withdrawn my com-
ments because I never intended 
to hurt anyone. I made this de-
cision to ensure that the pain I 
may have caused others is not 
prolonged. That’s why I post-
ed on the 'X' platform (formerly 
Twitter) in response to this mat-
ter. However, when it comes to 
KTR, there’s no question of step-

ping back. He should apologize. 
But strangely, he expects an 
apology from me. This is absurd. 
He is the one at fault, and le-
gal action will be pursued," said 
Minister Surekha.

Minister Surekha has already 
issued an apology to Samantha 
on the 'X' platform. She clarified 
that the purpose of her com-
ments was to question the belit-
tling attitude of a leader toward 
women, not to hurt anyone’s 
sentiments. Minister Surekha 
also acknowledged Samantha’s 
self-reliance and expressed ad-
miration for her. She added that 
if her comments offended Sa-
mantha or her fans, she would 
withdraw them unconditional-
ly. Minister Surekha urged ev-
eryone not to misinterpret her 
statements in her post on 'X.'

Konda Surekha retracts comments on 
actors, but sticks to remarks on KTR

TPN, Hyderabad: Etala Rajender 
has responded to Revanth Reddy, 
asserting that Telangana does not 
belong to him. He made these re-
marks while attending a protest or-
ganized by the triple-R landless at 
Indira Park, where he expressed his 
support for their cause.

Rajender stated that everyone in 
the state seems to be suffering 
from some form of distress and 
that no one claims to be safe. He 
highlighted that farmers attended 
the protest with their families and 
declared full support for their de-
mands.

Criticizing Revanth Reddy, he 
claimed that the Congress leader 
behaves as if he is donating money 

from his mother-in-law's wealth. 
He accused Congress leaders of 
speaking differently when in pow-
er compared to when they are not. 
Rajender emphasized that the gov-
ernment is not a personal asset of 
anyone and that while he does not 
oppose giving land for roads and 
projects, he insisted that proper 
rates must be offered in exchange.

He questioned how land could be 
acquired without considering the 
opinions of local farmers and with-
out listening to their grievances. 
Rajender further criticized the rul-
ing party leaders for behaving like 
tyrants, asking how they expect to 
benefit when they drive everyone 
into the same pit of despair.

If You Have the Guts, Come to 
Musi Without Security!

Etela fiercely stated, "Revanth Red-
dy, if you have the guts, let's both 
go without security to the areas 
around the Musi river where hous-
es are being demolished. You pick 
the date. Shall we go to colonies like 
Chaitanyapuri? If the people there 
praise Revanth Reddy, I will retire 
from politics, publicly apologize, 
and bow my head to the ground."

He further accused Revanth Reddy 
and HYDRA Commissioner Ranga-
nath of making false assurances 
by telling the poor that their hous-
es would not be demolished, while 
secretly marking areas under the 
pretext of FTL (Full Tank Level) and 
buffer zones. "Isn't it because of 

you, Revanth Reddy, that people are 
living in fear every weekend, un-
sure when bulldozers might come 
and destroy their homes?" he ques-
tioned.

Etala Counters Revanth Reddy 

Telangana Is Not Your Father's Property! TPN, Telangana: As Hyderabad authorities 
continue demolishing homes built in the Musi 
River basin, the Telangana government an-
nounced plans to provide double-bedroom 
housing to displaced residents. In addition, 
residents who voluntarily vacate their homes 
are being offered Rs 25,000 in cash alongside 
the new accommodation. However, this com-
pensation has sparked outrage, with BRS Work-
ing President K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) expressing 
strong criticism on social media.

In a post on X (formerly Twitter), KTR took aim 
at the government’s relocation plan, stating, 
"Hearts are stopping – families are being torn 
apart, yet the government's thirst remains 
unquenched. The price for dreams is literally 
Rs 25,000." KTR condemned the approach, em-
phasizing that families who have worked hard 
and saved every penny, often borrowing money 
from banks to build their homes, now face the 
fear of losing everything to demolition.

He questioned the government's decision to 
offer Rs 25,000 as compensation for homes 
built with lifelong savings, saying, "If it were 
your brother's house or your minister's house, 
would Rs 25,000 or even Rs 50,000 be enough 
for demolition? Think about it." He referred to 
the forced relocation as a “foolish act” by Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy’s government, high-
lighting the emotional and financial toll it is 
taking on affected families.

KTR also cited a tragic incident where a woman 
and child reportedly lost their lives due to the 
fear of losing their home, asking how many 
more lives would be sacrificed for what he de-
scribed as "greed and scams." His sharp critique 
reflects the growing discontent surrounding 
the government's handling of the relocation 
process, as public pressure mounts for fair 
compensation and treatment of displaced res-
idents.

KTR Criticizes 
Relocation Compensation

The Price for Dreams is Literally Rs 25,000

TPN, Telangana: Film celebrities are angry over 
Minister Konda Surekha's comments. The TPCC 
chief said that the minister has already with-
drawn her comments. He appealed to movie ce-
lebrities to recognize the fact that there are wom-
en on both sides.

Telangana PCC Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud re-
sponded to Minister Konda Surekha's comments 
about people from the film industry. He remind-
ed everyone that Surekha’s comments were un-
intentional, and she has since retracted them. He 
mentioned that the minister not only informed 
the media about this but also posted it on the 'X' 
platform. That’s why movie stars have requested 
an end to the topic. Mahesh Kumar Goud stat-

ed that Surekha explained her intention was to 
question KTR's belittling attitude towards wom-
en, and it was not her aim to hurt anyone’s senti-
ments. He urged film celebrities to recognize that 
there are women on both sides.

"People associated with KTR's party posted on 
social media against Minister Konda Surekha. 
The way a sister was garlanded by a brother was 
trolled. Even movie celebrities must have seen 
this. Imagine how hurt that woman must have 
been. Surekha has unconditionally retracted her 
comments. Henceforth, Congress leaders and 
ministers must be careful when they speak," said 
Mahesh Kumar Goud.

TPCC asks film industry not to escalate 
issue further; says let’s stop it here

TPN, Hyderabad: In a 
significant move for 
the hospitality and 
tech sectors, IT & Leg-
islative Affairs Minis-
ter Sri Dhar Babu an-
nounced that Marriott 
is setting up a Glob-
al Capability Center 
(GCC) in Hyderabad. 
This marks the first 
GCC in India dedicat-
ed to the hospitality 
industry, focusing on 
software, skills devel-
opment, and infrastructure.

Hyderabad, already home to around 
200 GCCs from various industries such 
as Meditech and Fintech, has been 
chosen for this new venture due to its 
favorable environment, skilled work-
force, and government support. The 
city has a large talent pool, with 1 mil-
lion professionals capable of working 

in GCCs and 150,000 engi-
neering graduates enter-
ing the workforce annu-
ally.

The project follows dis-
cussions held in March 
between Marriott repre-
sentatives and the Telan-
gana government. During 
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao’s visit to 
Marriott’s headquarters 
in the U.S., the company 
evaluated the city’s eco-

system and recognized its infrastruc-
ture benefits.

Marriott plans to hire 300 employees 
by 2025, creating significant opportu-
nities for young tech professionals in 
the region. Minister Babu emphasized 
that this center would further bolster 
Hyderabad’s reputation as a global 
hub for innovation and talent.

Marriott to Establish Global Capa-
bility Center (GCC) in Hyderabad

TPN, Telangana: Famous choreographer John-
ny Master, who is accused of sexually assault-
ing a young woma n who worked as an as-
sistant choreographer for him, received some 
relief from the Rangareddy District Court. He 
has been granted interim bail, with the court 
issuing orders that allow him bail from the 
6th to the 10th of this month. This bail was 
granted so he could attend the ceremony to re-
ceive a national award.

Johnny Master had filed a bail petition, stat-
ing that he was scheduled to receive a nation-
al award in Delhi and requested interim bail 
for five days to attend the event. The court 
considered his petition and granted the re-
quested bail.

Johnny Master Gets 
Temporary 

Relief in Court
- Rangareddy District Court grants 

interim bail
- Bail granted from the 6th to the 10th 

of this month
- Court decision made to allow him to 

receive a national award

TPN, Hyderabad: Justice Juvva-
di Sridevi of the Telangana High 
Court has granted anticipato-
ry bail to P. Ramakrishna Rao, 
the municipal commissioner of 
Nizampet, who faced charges 
from the Cyberabad police fol-
lowing a complaint filed by HY-
DRA. The complaint alleged that 
Rao authorized building permits 
in the buffer zone of Errakunta 
Pond in Bachupally.

During the hearing, the judge 
considered arguments from the 
Municipal Commissioners Asso-
ciation, which contended that 
the Telangana government's 
b-PASS system had overrid-
den the authority of municipal 
commissioners, transferring 
the responsibility of approving 
or denying building permits to 
the Hyderabad Metropolitan De-
velopment Authority (HMDA). 
Senior counsel V. Surender Rao 

clarified that requests for build-
ing permits exceeding 1,000 
square yards are automatically 
referred to the HMDA.

The counsel emphasized that 
Ramakrishna Rao had no knowl-
edge of whether Maps Infra, the 
builder involved in the case, had 
secured the necessary permis-
sions. He pointed out that the 
municipal commissioner had 
notified the HMDA regarding the 
builder's application for permis-
sion to construct within the Full 
Tank Level (FTL) and the pond's 
buffer zone.  After the builder 
received relief from the High 
Court, construction activities 
continued. The judge found no 
wrongdoing on the part of Rao 
and granted him anticipatory 
bail, with the condition that he 
must remain available for ques-
tioning by investigators.

High Court Grants Anticipatory Bail to 
Municipal Commissioner in HYDRA Case
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Even if We Have to Pledge Our Heads, We 
Will Waive Off Farmers’ Loans!

TPN, Telangana: The Telangana gov-
ernment has proudly announced a 
prestigious farmer loan waiver, but 
discontent is brewing among rice 
farmers, or “rice donors,” who feel left 
out of the relief efforts. Many of these 
farmers are demanding the same loan 
waiver extended to others, and their 
frustration is aimed squarely at the 
government. Political momentum is 
growing, with both the BJP and BRS 
coming together in support of the 
farmers’ cause.

The BRS had earlier launched its “Cha-
lo Praja Bhavan” movement, calling 
for a complete waiver of farmers’ 
loans, while the BJP recently added to 
the pressure by organizing the *Farm-
er’s Assurances Sadhana Diksha*. This 
initiative received an overwhelming 
response from farmers, with numer-
ous unions backing the effort, which 
further intensified pressure on the 
Congress-led state government.

During a recent event in Gajwel, Siddipet 
district, Telangana Agriculture Minister 
Tummala Nageswara Rao addressed these 

concerns. He pledged unwavering support 
to the rice farmers and boldly stated that 
the government would “waive off their 
loans, even if we have to pledge our heads.” 
Rao assured the farmers that a loan waiver 
of up to Rs. 2 lakh would be provided to rice 

donors as soon as possible.

The minister also promised that af-
ter completing the loan waiver pro-
cess, the government would roll out 
additional assurances for farmers. 
He emphasized that the Telangana 
government is committed to purchas-
ing every grain cultivated by farmers, 
while cautioning them against being 
swayed by opposition parties. Rao 
criticized those who, after alleged-
ly cheating farmers for a decade, are 
now raising their voices.

In a forward-looking statement, Rao 
revealed plans to bring the palm oil in-
dustry to Telangana, noting that India 
currently relies heavily on imports. By 
increasing palm oil cultivation with-
in the state, he expressed confidence 
that this dependency could be reduced 
in the future.

Despite the state’s financial challenges, Rao 
reiterated the government’s commitment 
to honoring its promises, striving to meet 
the needs of all farmers while addressing 
the mounting political and public pressure.

Govt Extorting Money from 
Real Estate Firms Under ‘RR 

Tax’: Kishan Reddy
Union Minister and Telan-

gana BJP President G Kis-
han Reddy has accused the 
Telangana government of ex-
torting money from business-
es and real estate companies 
under the guise of “RR Tax,” 
which he labeled as “Rahul 
Gandhi, Revanth Reddy Tax.” 
Reddy made these claims 
during a press conference on 
Thursday, where he criticized 
both the BRS and Congress 
for following similar ideolo-
gies and alleged that the gov-
ernment is demolishing the 
houses of poor people without 
proper planning.

Reddy compared the finan-
cial situation in Telangana to 
that of Congress-ruled states 
like Karnataka and Himach-
al Pradesh, which, according 
to him, are struggling to ful-
fill their election promises. 
He pointed out that the Con-
gress government in Him-
achal Pradesh is facing such 
a severe financial crisis that 
it cannot pay salaries to its 
MLAs and government em-
ployees. He added that Kar-
nataka’s government is also 
facing corruption allegations, 
warning that Telangana could 
face similar issues under its 
current administration.

The BJP leader further con-
demned the ongoing demoli-
tion of homes along the Musi 
River, which he attributed to 

a beautification project. He 
argued that the authorities 
should focus their efforts on 
demolishing the illegal farm-
houses of the wealthy, rather 
than targeting the homes of 
the poor. He emphasized that 
the BJP will stand by the peo-
ple whose houses are being 
demolished and accused the 
government of using these 
actions to distract the public 
from other issues.

Reddy also reacted to recent 
comments made by Telanga-
na Minister Konda Surekha, 
who had insinuated that BRS 
leader K T Rama Rao was re-
sponsible for the divorce of 
actors Samantha Ruth Prabhu 
and Naga Chaitanya. Reddy 
called the remarks unfortu-
nate and urged the media to 
boycott leaders who make 
such statements, stressing 
the need for responsible dis-
course in public life.

Revanth Reddy Delaying 
SC Classification: Manda 

Krishna Madiga
TPN, Telangana: Manda 
Krishna Madiga, found-
er president of MMRPS, 
has accused Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy of 
delaying the issue of SC 
classification. He point-
ed out that although the 
Chief Minister was one 
of the first to welcome 
the Supreme Court’s ver-
dict, it is unclear why he 
has not taken steps to-
ward implementing it.

Madiga criticized the 
Chief Minister for act-
ing contrary to the Su-
preme Court’s ruling on 
SC classification, which 
was delivered on August 
1. He reminded everyone that 
the Supreme Court had declared 
that the state government has 
the authority to implement SC 
classification. CM Revanth Red-
dy had responded quickly when 
the verdict was announced, but 
there has been no further prog-
ress.

Madiga further mentioned that 
while the Chief Minister recent-
ly released the DSC results and 
announced that appointment 
letters will be given on the 9th, 
he questioned why Revanth Red-
dy, who showed such urgency in 
handling the DSC examinations, 
is now neglecting the SC classi-
fication issue. He accused the 
Chief Minister of going back on 

his word given in the legislature.

After the Supreme Court verdict, 
the states of Punjab and Tamil 
Nadu have already begun im-
plementing SC classification. 
The Chief Minister had earlier 
stated that a committee would 
be formed in Telangana to ad-
dress the issue, but no decision 
has been taken so far. Madiga 
alleged that the delay is due to 
administrative pressure on one 
side and pressure from the Mala 
community on the other.

To protest the delay, Manda 
Krishna Madiga announced that 
demonstrations with black flags 
will be held across all districts 
on the 9th of this month.

KTR Has Done 
Something to KCR... We 
Will File a Complaint: 

Minister Konda Surekha
TPN, Telangana: Minister Konda Surekha made intrigu-
ing comments, stating that there is a campaign suggest-
ing KTR has done something to KCR out of ambition for 
the Chief Minister’s position. She noted that after KCR 
attended the Assembly on budget day, he has not been 
seen since, raising questions about what is happening at 
Erravelli Farmhouse. She mentioned that she will file a 
complaint at the police station regarding KCR’s absence 
from his Gajwel constituency.

Minister Surekha criticized KTR for taking rash decisions 
during BRS’s time in power, acting as though he were the 
Chief Minister. While speaking to the media in Gajwel, 
she accused KTR of blocking social media to spread mis-
leading articles. She claimed that KTR was responsible 
for BRS’s defeat in the last Assembly and Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

Additionally, Minister Konda Surekha alleged that there 
was a secret deal between the BJP and BRS in the Siddi-
pet and Gajwel constituencies during the parliamentary 
elections. She claimed that an agreement was made with 
the Prime Minister to secure bail for Kavitha, leading to 
cross-voting from BRS to BJP.

₹1,600 Crore Seizure in ED Raids on 
Minister Ponguleti’s Properties

TPN, Telangana: In a recent press conference at Telanga-
na Bhavan, BRS leader Dasoju Sravan made serious alle-
gations following the Enforcement Directorate’s (ED) raids 
on Minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy’s properties. Sravan 
claimed that the ED conducted extensive searches at mul-
tiple locations, including Ponguleti’s residences, offices, 
and farmhouses, which reportedly lasted for five days. 
He further alleged that the raids uncovered approximate-
ly ₹1,600 crore in cash along with significant amounts of 
gold.

Sravan expressed concerns over the transparency of these 
findings and demanded that the ED publicly disclose what 
was discovered during the raids. He also hinted at political 
collusion, alleging a conspiracy involving Congress lead-
ers, Ponguleti, and businessman Gautam Adani. Sravan 
suggested that the meetings were part of an effort to evade 
ED scrutiny, asserting that despite the national rivalry be-
tween Congress and the BJP, a covert alliance exists be-
tween the two parties in Telangana.

In addition to the ED allegations, Sravan criticized Telan-
gana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy over the Hydra ordi-
nance, accusing him of bypassing the Greater Hyderabad 

Municipal Corporation (GHMC) by establishing new au-
thorities. According to Sravan, this move undermines local 
governance and weakens democratic accountability in the 
city’s development.

Sravan also took aim at Minister Konda Surekha, calling 
for her removal from Rahul Gandhi’s cabinet due to her de-
rogatory remarks about the film industry. He argued that 
such comments harm the reputation of the industry and 
demanded stricter accountability from public officials.

In conclusion, Sravan emphasized the need for greater 
transparency in the findings from the ED raids and called 
on the government to uphold constitutional principles, es-
pecially in matters of local governance and development 
projects.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
Accuses BRS-BJP of Alliance

TPN, Telangana: Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar made significant remarks 
in Gajwel, Siddipet district, suggest-
ing a friendly relationship between 
BRS and BJP. During the oath-taking 
ceremony of the market committee, 
he stated that only the Congress party 
makes decisions beneficial to farmers 
across the country.

Ponnam emphasized the government’s 
continuous reviews and support for 
farmers, asserting that responsibili-
ties extend beyond political positions. 
He criticized the state’s financial situ-
ation, stating that it had transitioned 
from a surplus of ₹60,000 crores to a debt 
of ₹7,000 crores. He pointed out that, fol-
lowing recent floods causing over ₹10,000 
crores in damage, the central government 
allocated a mere ₹400 crores in aid.

He further lamented that KCR, who served 
as Chief Minister for a decade, has not at-

tended assembly sessions or programs in 
Gajwel. Ponnam accused the BJP-led cen-
tral government of inadequately funding 
Telangana and expressed frustration over 
comments suggesting the Congress gov-
ernment would collapse within a month. 
He condemned both BJP and BRS for col-
laborating to implement anti-farmer 
laws.

KA Paul Issues 72-Hour 
Deadline to Konda 

Surekha
Calls for Resignation Over 
Objectionable Comments

TPN, Telangana: Telangana Minister Konda Surekha’s 
recent comments on film stars Samantha, Nagarjuna, 
and Naga Chaitanya, while criticizing BRS leader KTR, 
have sparked outrage across the state. Surekha’s re-
marks, deemed inappropriate, have drawn severe back-
lash, especially from the film industry and political lead-
ers alike. The latest to react strongly is Praja Shanti Party 
chief KA Paul, who has issued a 72-hour ultimatum for 
Surekha’s resignation.

KA Paul criticized Surekha’s remarks, stating that if such 
comments were made in the United States, they would 
lead to multi-million dollar defamation lawsuits. He de-
scribed her words as “mad dog” behavior and deemed 
them illegal, going as far as comparing them to Rahul 
Gandhi’s controversial comments, but 100 times worse. 
Paul questioned why law enforcement had not taken ac-
tion against Surekha and demanded that she personally 
apologize to Samantha and Nagarjuna at their homes. 

Paul expressed concern for the emotional distress that 
Samantha might be going through due to Surekha’s re-
marks and emphasized that simply apologizing now 
would be too little, too late. He also called upon Congress 
leaders Rahul Gandhi and Revanth Reddy to take imme-
diate action by removing Konda Surekha from her posi-
tion.

Aside from the Surekha controversy, KA Paul raised ques-
tions about Minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy’s meeting 
with Adani, asking why political strategist Sunil Kanu-
golu was present at the meeting. Paul criticized what 
he perceives as manipulation of voters, accusing politi-
cal leaders of encouraging citizens to exchange votes for 
money.

He urged voters to make decisions with wisdom, warn-
ing that if Congress fails to act, the state might witness a 
return of KCR and KTR to power. Reaffirming his commit-
ment to the poor, backward classes (BCs), and Christian 
minorities, Paul called for the victory of the Praja Shanti 
Party, stating that only then would justice prevail for the 
weaker sections of society.
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TPN, Hyderabad: Secunderabad Railway Sta-
tion is set to undergo a major transforma-
tion, with the redeveloped station expected to 
offer a world-class, airport-style experience 
by the end of next year. The revamp, costing 
Rs 700 crore, will introduce several new fea-
tures, including baggage screening, a waiting 
lounge, and a system allowing passengers to 
step onto the platform only when their train 
is ready to board, similar to the operations at 
airports.

The primary goal of the modernization is to 
decongest the platforms, ensuring that only 
passengers boarding a specific train can ac-
cess the platform at the appropriate time. 
Passengers will pass through security checks 
and baggage screening before heading to 

a waiting lounge, where they will stay un-
til 15 minutes before their train's arrival. An 
announcement will then be made, allowing 
passengers to proceed to the platform.

To facilitate this new system, the sta tion will 
have two entrances—one on Platform No. 1 
and another on the Bhoiguda side (Platform 
No. 10). Both entrances will feature large bag-
gage screening machines, costing Rs 3 crore 
each, through which all passengers must 
pass their luggage. This screening process 
will require travelers to arrive at the station 
well before their train’s departure.

The revamped station will offer a more se-
cure environment, helping to prevent un-
authorized individuals, such as beggars and 

vagabonds, from entering the premises. In 
addition, passengers will no longer be able to 
rush directly to the platforms, as mandatory 
security checks will be in place.

Secunderabad is one of only three stations 
under South Central Railway (SCR) being up-
graded to world-class standards, alongside 
Tirupati and Nellore in Andhra Pradesh. 

Authorities are taking steps to avoid the is-
sues faced by other stations, such as Bhopal’s 
Rani Kamalapati station, where a similar 
baggage screening system was installed but 
not utilized effectively.This ambitious project 
aims to enhance both the safety and experi-
ence of travelers, making Secunderabad Rail-
way Station a modern, world-class hub.

Secunderabad Railway Station to Become 
World-Class with Airport-Style Facilities

TPN, Hyderabad: Amid escalating tensions in the 
Middle East due to the ongoing conflict between Iran 
and Israel, flight fares from Hyderabad Airport to the 
United States and Canada via London have surged sig-
nificantly. Fares for flights from Hyderabad to vari-
ous US cities through Heathrow have increased by ap-
proximately 50 percent.

Currently, flight fares from Hyderabad to the US are 
exceeding Rs 1.5 lakh, with some flights crossing the 
Rs 1 lakh mark. This spike in prices is attributed to air-
lines avoiding routes through Middle Eastern coun-
tries, which typically have lower fares ranging from 
Rs 50,000 to Rs 1 lakh. Flights from Hyderabad to the 
US and Canada generally transit through major cities 
like Dubai, Doha, Abu Dhabi, or London. In contrast, 
fares for flights to the US via the Middle East remain 
stable at Rs 75,000–80,000.

In related developments, Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian stated that while Iran does not seek war, 
the country will respond if provoked by Israel. His 
comments came after a meeting with Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani during a two-day 
visit aimed at strengthening bilateral ties and region-
al cooperation. Meanwhile, Israel launched an air-
strike targeting a Health Authority Center affiliated 
with Hezbollah in central Beirut, causing significant 
damage and prompting emergency rescue operations.

Flight Fares from Hyder-
abad Airport Spike Due to 

Iran-Israel Conflict

TPN, Hyderabad: Moosi victims are being allocated 
two-bedroom houses, but some are still reluctant to 
move. Many of the residents of Moosi earn their live-
lihood through small jobs, and because of this, even 
though the government is offering double-bedroom 
houses, many are hesitant to relocate to remote ar-
eas. To encourage them, the government has decided 
to provide an incentive of Rs. 25 thousand to the af-
fected families who agree to move to the areas where 
double-bedroom houses are allocated. The revenue 
authorities will provide this amount at the time the 
families vacate their current homes. The government 
hopes this money will help the families during their 
first week after relocation.

However, the residents have raised concerns with the 
authorities, citing issues such as the lack of work op-
portunities in the areas where the double-bedroom 
houses are located, as well as the unsuitability of 
these areas for small traders selling fruits and veg-
etables. They are requesting that the houses be allo-
cated within two to three kilometers of their current 
residences. As of now, those living in Himayatnagar, 
Amberpet, Rajendranagar, and Gandipet mandals are 
being allotted double-bedroom houses in areas such 
as Pilligudeselu, Jiyaguda, and Narsingi.

So far, only 40 percent of the residents have vacated 
their homes. In response, the authorities have decid-
ed to understand the issues faced by the remaining 
60 percent of families who have yet to move. Reve-
nue officials plan to meet with each family today and 
tomorrow to understand their problems and report 
them to higher authorities in order to find solutions.

Rs. 25 Thousand Incen-
tive for Moosi Victims

- Moosi residents unwilling to vacate their houses 
despite being allotted double-bedroom houses

- So far, 40 percent of people have vacated their 
homes and moved to the new double-

bedroom houses
- Revenue officials will meet with every displaced 

family to understand their concerns

TPN, Hyderabad: Former Indian cricket 
captain and ex-president of the Hyder-
abad Cricket Association (HCA), Moham-
med Azharuddin, has been summoned by 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in con-
nection with a money laundering inves-
tigation involving the HCA. Azharuddin, 
who is also the current working president 
of the Telangana Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC), has been directed to appear 
before the ED on Thursday.

The probe revolves around allegations of 
financial mismanagement during Azha-
ruddin's tenure as HCA president, with ac-
cusations of misappropriating funds. The 
ED is investigating a Rs 20 crore fraud re-
lated to the association and had previous-
ly questioned other former HCA officials, 
including ex-cricketers Arshad Ayub and 
Shivlal Yadav, as well as former minister 
G. Vinod.

In December last year, Ayub and Yadav 
were interrogated by the central agency, 
and the ED carried out searches at nine lo-
cations, including the residences of Vinod, 
Yadav, and Ayub. These actions were part 
of an investigation under the Prevention 

of Money Laundering Act, following three 
FIRs registered by Hyderabad’s Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB). The FIRs cited irreg-
ularities in the HCA’s finances, including 
the procurement of equipment for the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Cricket Stadium.

Among the irregularities being investigat-
ed are delays in the completion of various 
projects, which led to escalated costs and 
alleged losses for the HCA. The ACB's FIRs 
accuse officials of criminal misappropri-
ation of funds earmarked for items like 
cricket balls, gym equipment, and fire 
safety installations.
In October last year, Azharuddin and oth-
ers faced four criminal cases, with accu-
sations of misappropriating Rs 3.85 crore 
intended for the purchase of equipment 
and stadium enhancements. The cases, 
filed at the Uppal Police Station under 
the Rachakonda Police Commissionerate, 
charged Azharuddin and his associates 
with criminal breach of trust, cheating, 
forgery, and conspiracy. However, Azha-
ruddin was granted anticipatory bail in 
these cases by a city court.

Azharuddin has consistently denied the 
allegations, calling them false and polit-
ically motivated. His term as HCA pres-
ident, which began in 2019, ended in 
February 2023 when the Supreme Court 
appointed a one-member committee to 
oversee the association’s affairs and con-
duct elections. Infighting during his ten-
ure led to a legal battle that reached the 
Supreme Court, ultimately disqualify-
ing Azharuddin from contesting the HCA 
elections due to a conflict of interest. The 
court ruled that his dual role as president 
of the Deccan Blues Cricket Club and HCA 
president was untenable.

ED Summons Azharuddin in 
HCA Money Laundering Case

TPN, Hyderabad: Ongoing scrutiny of restau-
rants led the food safety department to conduct 
raids in Hyderabad on Tuesday, October 1. The 
inspections targeted Silver Bawarchi Restaurant 
and Bakers, Kakatiya Military Hotel, and Babai 
Hotel in Patamcheruvu.

Violations Found During Raids 
at Popular Restaurants:

At Babai Hotel, multiple violations of food safe-
ty standards were uncovered. The Food Business 
Operator (FBO) was unable to present a valid FS-
SAI license, claiming it was still in the application 
stage. The inspection revealed a live cockroach 
infestation in both the kitchen and storeroom. 
Additionally, food items stored in the refrigerator 
were found uncovered and improperly labeled, 
raising significant hygiene concerns. Raw items, 
such as papad and shahjeera, were discovered 
past their use-by dates and were immediately 
discarded.

Inspectors noted open windows without in-
sect-proof screens and doors that were not prop-
erly sealed, allowing pests to enter. Furthermore, 
the restaurant failed to provide Medical Fitness 
Certificates for food handlers and a Water Anal-
ysis Report for the bubbling water used in food 
preparation. While the food handlers were ob-
served wearing hair caps and aprons, the overall 
hygiene practices were inadequate.

In a similar inspection at Kakatiya Military Hotel, 
inspectors found the restaurant operating with-
out the mandatory FSSAI license. Live cockroach-
es were observed in the kitchen, and the refrig-
erator was in poor condition, containing expired 
mustard sauce, poppy seeds, and pepper masala, 
which were discarded. Ill-fitting doors and stag-
nant water in drains exacerbated the unsanitary 
conditions.

At Silver Bawarchi Restaurant and Bakers, in-
spectors discovered several food safety viola-
tions, including cockroach infestations on kitch-
en storage racks and expired food items such 
as dark soy sauce and vanilla flavoring agents. 
The restaurant also lacked medical certificates 
for food handlers and proper labeling of bakery 
items, violating food safety regulations.

Cockroach Infestation 
Found at Popular Restau-

rants in Hyderabad

TPN, Hyderabad: A large group of 
candidates awaiting the final results 
of the Group 4 examination staged a 
protest at Gandhi Bhavan in Telan-
gana, expressing frustration over de-
lays in job allocations. Despite com-
pleting the certificate verification 
process two months ago, the candi-
dates claimed that no further steps 
have been taken, accusing the BRS 
government of negligence.

The protesters pointed out that it has 
been 460 days since the exam was 
conducted, and yet their job alloca-
tions remain pending. They ques-
tioned how the Telangana Public Ser-

vice Commission (TGPSC) managed 
to complete the DSC recruitment in 
just 56 days, while the Group 4 pro-
cess has been dragged on for over a 
year.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy recent-
ly assured the public that the gov-
ernment is speeding up the process. 
However, the candidates demanded 
concrete action, calling for the an-
nouncement of the final results by 
the Dasara festival. A large number 
of protestors were detained by the 
police during the demonstration, but 
their demands for a timely resolu-
tion remain strong.

Group 4 Exam Results Protest at Gandhi Bhavan



INNERVIEW5 Friday
4th October, 2024

Film Industry Slams Minister Konda 
Surekha Over Remarks Linking KT Rama Rao 

to Naga-Samantha Divorce
A storm of controversy erupted after Telangana Minis-

ter Konda Surekha made derogatory remarks linking 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader KT Rama Rao to the 
divorce of popular actors Naga Chaitanya and Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu. The remarks have sparked outrage within 
the Telugu film industry, with top stars and industry fig-
ures expressing their strong disapproval and calling for re-
spect and privacy for individuals in the public eye.

The controversy began when Minister Konda Surekha, 
during a political exchange, claimed that KT Rama Rao, son 
of former Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao, had played 
a role in the couple’s divorce. She accused him of tapping 
the phones of actresses, blackmailing them, and driving 
them into drug addiction, linking the minister directly to 
the breakup of Naga Chaitanya and Samantha. The minis-
ter’s baseless claims were widely condemned as inappro-
priate, offensive, and aimed at scoring political points.

Chiranjeevi: “We Stand United Against 
Vicious Verbal Assaults”

Leading the film fraternity’s response was Megastar Chi-
ranjeevi, who expressed deep pain over the “disgraceful re-
marks” in a post on X (formerly Twitter). Chiranjeevi high-
lighted the industry’s frustration with being soft targets for 
political attacks.

“It is a shame that celebrities and members of the film fra-
ternity become easy targets to gain attention. We, as the 
Film Industry, stand united in opposing such vicious verbal 
assaults,” Chiranjeevi wrote. He stressed that dragging un-
connected people, especially women, into political disputes 
was unacceptable. “We choose our leaders to improve so-
ciety, not contaminate it with such distasteful discourse. I 
trust the concerned individuals will withdraw these mali-
cious remarks immediately,” he concluded.

Mahesh Babu Calls statements of 
Minister as “Cheap and Baseless” 

Actor Mahesh Babu has joined the growing list of voices 
condemning Telangana Minister Konda Surekha’s contro-
versial remarks about the film industry, particularly her 
comments targeting actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu. In a 
tweet, Mahesh Babu expressed his deep disappointment 
and hurt over the incident, stating that as a father to a 
daughter, a husband to a wife, and a son to a mother, he 
found the minister’s comments deeply painful and unac-
ceptable.

The actor emphasized that while freedom of speech is im-
portant, it should not come at the cost of hurting others’ 
sentiments. He condemned Surekha’s statements as cheap 
and baseless, and firmly stated that such behavior is not 
acceptable in public discourse.

Mahesh Babu also made an appeal to politicians and the 
public to avoid targeting the film industry, reminding ev-
eryone that the industry should not be taken lightly or dis-
respected. He urged that the women in the film industry, 
and across the country, deserve respect and consideration, 
calling for a more respectful and thoughtful approach in 
such discussions.

Jr NTR: “Public Figures Must Maintain 
Dignity”

Another major voice to condemn the minister’s remarks 
was actor Jr NTR, who said dragging personal lives into 
politics was a “new low.” The ‘RRR’ star emphasized the re-
sponsibility that comes with holding a public office.

“Public figures, especially those in responsible positions, 
must maintain dignity and respect for privacy. It’s dis-
heartening to see baseless statements thrown around 
carelessly, especially about the film industry,” Jr NTR stat-
ed, adding that the film fraternity would not sit quietly 
while baseless allegations were made. He called on politi-
cal figures to respect boundaries and ensure such reckless 
behavior does not become normalized.

Allu Arjun: “#FilmIndustry Will Not 
Tolerate”

In a post tagged with “#FilmIndustryWillNotTolerate,” 
actor Allu Arjun joined the chorus of condemnation. The 
‘Pushpa’ star said the minister’s comments were deeply 
disrespectful and against the values of Telugu culture.

“I strongly condemn the baseless derogatory comments 
made about film personalities and families. Such irrespon-
sible actions should not be accepted as normal. I urge those 
involved to act responsibly and respect individual privacy, 
especially towards women. We must promote respect and 
dignity in our society,” Allu Arjun said in his statement.

Nani: “Disgusting to See Politicians Get 
Away With Nonsense”

Actor Nani also expressed his anger, calling it “disgusting” 
that politicians felt they could get away with making base-
less remarks. In a post on X, Nani criticized the irrespon-
sible nature of the minister’s comments, stating that it re-
flected poorly on those in leadership positions.

“It is not okay for someone in such a respectable position to 
talk utter baseless rubbish in front of the media and think 
it is acceptable. We all should condemn such practices, 
which reflect poorly on our society,” Nani added.

Nagarjuna Akkineni Condemns False 
Allegations

Veteran actor Nagarjuna Akkineni, father of Naga Chaitan-
ya, also spoke out, condemning the minister’s comments 
as completely false and irrelevant. He called for respect for 
individuals’ privacy and urged Minister Surekha to with-
draw her remarks.

“Don’t use the lives of movie stars who stay away from pol-
itics to criticize your opponents. As a woman in a responsi-
ble position, your comments and accusations against our 
family are completely irrelevant and false. I request you to 
withdraw your comments immediately,” Nagarjuna said.

Nagarjuna has filed a defamation suit against Telangana 
Minister Konda Surekha. The suit was filed in the Nampal-
ly court, where Nagarjuna requested that criminal action 
be taken against the minister. Nagarjuna took legal action 
following the minister’s comments, alleging his involve-
ment in the separation of actresses Samantha and Naga 
Chaitanya. He claimed that Konda Surekha’s statements 
have defamed his family, and he urged the court to initiate 
criminal proceedings.

Samantha and Naga Chaitanya Address 
the Issue

Both Naga Chaitanya and Samantha Ruth Prabhu, the ac-
tors at the center of the controversy, responded to the alle-
gations with dignity and clarity. Naga Chaitanya addressed 
the personal pain involved in a divorce, explaining that it 
had been a mutual decision based on different life goals.

“Today, the claim made by Minister Konda Surekha garu 
is not only false, it is absolutely ridiculous and unaccept-
able. Taking advantage and exploiting the personal life 
decisions of celebrities for the sake of media headlines is 
shameful,” Naga Chaitanya said.

Samantha echoed this sentiment, calling for respect for 
her personal journey. “My divorce is a personal matter, 
and I request that you refrain from speculating about it. 
Our choice to keep things private doesn’t invite misrepre-
sentation,” she stated in a social media post.

Rakul Preet Singh’s Bold Response to 
Konda Surekha’s Comments

In a tweet, Rakul expressed her outrage over being unnec-
essarily dragged into the controversy. She firmly rejected 
the baseless rumors, stating, “The Telugu film industry has 
earned worldwide fame, and I’ve had a beautiful journey in 
it. It is disheartening to see such unfounded and malicious 
gossip being spread. What’s more disappointing is that it’s 
coming from a woman in a responsible position.”

She continued, “We often choose silence out of respect, but 
that should not be mistaken for weakness. I have no politi-
cal affiliations, and I urge people to stop using my name to 
tarnish my reputation for political gains.”

Rakul further urged people to refrain from dragging cre-
ative artists into political agendas. “Stop creating fabricat-
ed stories and linking artists’ names just to make head-
lines,” she wrote on X (formerly Twitter), making her 
stance clear against the irresponsible use of her name in 
political narratives.

Minister Issues Clarification, Faces 
Defamation Notice

Amid mounting backlash, Minister Konda Surekha issued 
a clarification, stating that her remarks were aimed at 
questioning KT Rama Rao’s treatment of women, not at 
hurting Samantha. Despite this, KT Rama Rao has sent a 
defamation notice to the minister, accusing the Congress 
party of indulging in “disgusting and nauseating politics.”

The massive response from the film fraternity has prompt-
ed Telangana Congress chief Mahesh Goud to intervene. 
Goud urged film personalities to put an end to the contro-
versy, emphasizing that the minister had apologized and 
withdrawn her comments.

This row has highlighted the growing frustration within 
the film industry over being dragged into political disputes 
and underscores the demand for greater respect for priva-
cy and dignity in public discourse.
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Congress Represents Nepotism 
and Casteism: PM Modi

In a last-minute push against the Con-
gress party just hours before campaign-
ing concluded for the Haryana Assem-
bly elections, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi launched a series of sharp cri-
tiques. He asserted that Congress em-
bodies corruption, casteism, commu-
nalism, and nepotism, urging voters to 
reject its "divisive and negative" politics.

In his tweets on X, Prime Minister Modi 
expressed confidence in the BJP's pros-
pects for a third consecutive term, cit-
ing his recent travels across Haryana 
and the enthusiastic response from the 
public. He contrasted the BJP's gover-
nance in Haryana since 2014, which he 
claimed has focused on prosperity and 
welfare for all, with the failures of Con-
gress administrations in neighboring 
states like Himachal Pradesh and Kar-
nataka.

"The people of Haryana understand that 
Congress guarantees corruption and 
selfish politics, embodied in the 'bapu-
bete ki rajneeti' (father-son politics)," 
he wrote in Hindi. He argued that the 
infighting within Congress, even while 
in opposition, indicates that the party is 
incapable of providing a stable govern-
ment for the state.

Modi also indirectly targeted Rahul 

Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, referencing recent 
comments made by Gandhi about res-
ervation policies during his trip to the 
United States. Modi asserted that the 
Congress could never strengthen India 
and called on Haryana voters to support 
the BJP in order to contribute to the na-
tion's growth.

In a rally held earlier in Nuh, Rahul 
Gandhi countered Modi's assertions, 
framing the electoral battle as one be-
tween love and hatred. He emphasized 

the importance of rejecting hate and 
highlighted that India should be a na-
tion rooted in love and compassion. 
Gandhi accused the BJP and the RSS of 
undermining the Constitution, arguing 
that without it, the poor would suffer 
the most.

With polling set to take place in all 90 
Assembly constituencies in Haryana 
on Saturday, the political landscape 
remains charged as both parties make 
their final appeals to voters before 
counting begins on October 8.

J&K turnout at 63.88%, 
lower than 2014 elections

The recently concluded three phases 
of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
elections saw an overall voter turn-
out of 63.88%, a decline compared to 
the turnout during the last Assembly 
elections in 2014. The Election Com-
mission (EC) released this data on 
Thursday, highlighting the partici-
pation rates among different demo-
graphics.

In terms of gender, male voters re-
corded a turnout of 64.68%, while 
female voters had a slightly lower 
turnout of 63.04%. Interestingly, in 
the third phase of the elections held 
on Tuesday, the turnout was notably 
higher at 69.69%. Female participa-
tion in this phase outperformed male 
participation, with 70.02% of women 
voting compared to 69.37% of men.

The overall turnout of 63.88% this year 
contrasts with the 65.52% recorded in 
the last Assembly elections, which in-
cluded postal ballots. This decrease in 
voter participation has raised ques-
tions about voter engagement and 
the factors contributing to the lower 
turnout.

The EC is likely to analyze the reasons 
behind this decline to improve future 
electoral processes. Factors such as 
political dynamics, voter sentiment, 
and the security situation in the re-
gion may have played a role in influ-
encing the turnout figures.

Despite the lower overall turnout, the 
data from the third phase indicates 
a strong participation rate among 
women, suggesting that efforts to en-
courage female voters may be yield-
ing positive results. 

As the region continues to navigate 
complex political and social issues, 
understanding voter behavior and 
preferences will be crucial for all po-
litical parties involved. The EC's as-
sessment and subsequent strategies 
could potentially enhance voter en-
gagement in future elections.

Overall, while the turnout this year 
fell short of previous levels, the data 
presents a mixed picture, with signs 
of increasing female participation 
that could signal shifts in voter dy-
namics in Jammu and Kashmir.

CJI DY 
Chandrachud 
Issues Stern 

Rebuke to Lawyer
In a recent session of the Supreme Court, 
Chief Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandra-
chud expressed his frustration towards 
a lawyer who inappropriately questioned 
the court master about the details of an 
order he had dictated. The incident oc-
curred on October 3, just weeks before 
Chandrachud's retirement on November 
10.

“How dare you ask the court master what 
I dictated in the court? Tomorrow you 
will come to my house and ask my per-
sonal secretary what I am doing. Lawyers 
have lost all sense of decorum,” the CJI 
admonished. His remarks underscored 
his insistence on maintaining order and 
respect within the courtroom, especially 
as he approached the end of his tenure.

Chandrachud, known for his firm stance 
on court decorum, reiterated his author-
ity during this brief remaining period, 
cautioning the lawyer not to attempt 
similar tactics again. “These are my last 
days in the court,” he added, emphasiz-
ing the importance of professionalism in 
legal proceedings.

This confrontation follows another in-
cident earlier in the week where the CJI 
reprimanded a lawyer for informally re-
sponding with “yeah” during a hearing. 
“This is not a coffee shop! What is this 
‘yeah, yeah’? I am very allergic to this 
‘yeah, yeah’. This cannot be allowed,” he 
stated, reinforcing the need for respect in 
legal discourse.

Additionally, while addressing the 
high-profile electoral bonds scam case, 
CJI Chandrachud was critical of a law-
yer who raised his voice in court. “Don’t 
shout at me. This is not a Hyde Park cor-
ner meeting; you are in court. If you want 
to move an application, file an applica-
tion. You have got my decision as Chief 
Justice; we are not hearing you. 

Ashok Tanwar Rejoins Congress After BJP Stint
Former Lok Sabha MP Ashok Tanwar made headlines once again as he rejoined the Congress party 
during a rally led by Rahul Gandhi in Mahendragarh, Haryana, on Thursday. This move marks 
Tanwar's return to the Congress fold after a series of political shifts over the past few years.

Tanwar, who previously served as the Haryana Congress chief from 2014 to 2019, left the party 
amid internal disagreements and subsequently ventured into other political realms. He joined the 
Trinamool Congress in 2021, before shifting allegiance to the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) the following 
year. However, his tenure with AAP was short-lived as he departed before the Lok Sabha elections, 
primarily due to his opposition to AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal's alliance with the Congress.

After a challenging election campaign where he represented the BJP but did not succeed, Tanwar’s 
decision to return to Congress is seen as an effort to reconnect with his political roots. His re-entry 
into the party comes at a crucial time when Congress is looking to strengthen its position in Hary-
ana, a state where it has faced significant challenges in recent elections.

I have faith in judiciary  
Truth will prevail,says 

Karnataka CM
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, facing scruti-
ny over the MUDA (Mysuru Urban Development Authority) 
'scam,' asserted his confidence in the truth prevailing during 
the inaugural ceremony of the ten-day Dasara celebrations 
at the Chamundeshwari temple in Mysuru. In response to 
opposition calls for his resignation, he emphasized, “Sa-
tyameva Jayate,” highlighting his belief that honesty will 
triumph.

Despite pressures from the BJP and JD(S) for his resignation, 
Siddaramaiah expressed his conviction that as long as he 
has the people's support and the blessings of Chamundesh-
wari, he remains unshaken. “No one can do anything 
against me,” he stated, reinforcing his commitment to serve 
the state.

Siddaramaiah received unexpected support from JD(S) lead-
er G T Devegowda, who defended him against resignation 
demands, indicating that the truth behind the allegations 
should be acknowledged. The Chief Minister, reflecting on 
his political journey, reminded the audience of his success-
ful electoral history, having won multiple elections from 
the Chamundeshwari constituency.

In his address, Siddaramaiah reiterated that he had done 
nothing wrong and highlighted his long-standing politi-
cal career, which spans over 40 years. He expressed grati-
tude to G T Devegowda for his supportive remarks, stating, 
“His statement that truth will triumph has instilled more 
strength in me.”

India Rejects USCIRF Report 
as Malicious and Biased

India on Thursday strongly dismissed a report from the US 
Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 
labeling it as "malicious" and accusing the organization of 
harboring a "political agenda." The USCIRF's report highlight-
ed concerns regarding the deteriorating state of religious 
freedom in India and recommended that the country be 
classified as a "Country of Particular Concern."

Indian officials expressed dismay at the commission's con-
clusions, arguing that the report fails to accurately reflect 
the reality of religious freedom in the country. They empha-
sized that India is a diverse nation that respects and up-
holds the rights of all its citizens, irrespective of their reli-
gious beliefs.

The USCIRF has repeatedly criticized India in its annual re-
ports, alleging that the government has implemented poli-
cies that adversely affect minority communities. However, 
the Indian government contends that the commission's as-
sessments are based on selective information and lack an 
understanding of the country's complexities.

In response to the USCIRF's latest recommendation, a 
spokesperson for the Indian Ministry of External Affairs re-
iterated the government's stance, stating that such reports 
are not only biased but also politically motivated. They as-
serted that the findings do not take into account the efforts 
made by the Indian government to promote religious har-
mony and protect the rights of all citizens.

The ongoing debate over religious freedom in India has at-
tracted international attention, with various organizations 
weighing in on the issue. 
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Iran Claims 'Execution List' of Israeli 
Leaders, Including Netanyahu

Iran has reportedly circulated an "ex-
ecution list" that includes high-pro-
file Israeli figures, such as Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant. The 
list, shared on the social media plat-
form X, also names commanders 
from Israel's Army, Navy, and Air 
Force. This development has raised 
tensions amid ongoing hostilities 
between the two nations.

The poster was shared by an account 
named @Revenge_is_near, although 
neither the Iranian nor Israeli gov-
ernments have officially comment-
ed on its authenticity. Sources with-
in Iranian military intelligence 
indicate that senior Israeli leaders, 
including Netanyahu, could be po-
tential targets.

The list features other notable mil-
itary figures, such as Chief of Gen-
eral Staff Herzi Halevi, his deputy 
Amir Baram, and the heads of Isra-
el's Northern, Southern, and Cen-
tral Commands—Major Generals 

Ori Gordin, Yehuda Fox, and Eliezer 
Toledani. Additionally, Aharon Hali-
va, the chief of military intelligence, 
is named.

If the list proves to be genuine, it 
may reflect Iran's intent to respond 
aggressively to perceived threats 
from Israel, particularly following 

reports that Israel aims to exploit 
recent setbacks faced by Hezbollah, 
the Iran-backed militant group. The 
situation has escalated since Israel 
reportedly targeted the leadership 
structure of Hezbollah, raising con-
cerns that it may consider actions 
against Iran’s Supreme Leader, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei.

The heightened rhetoric and actions 
from both sides come amid a back-
drop of longstanding hostilities, with 
each nation maintaining a fraught 
relationship characterized by mutu-
al distrust and military posturing. As 
tensions escalate, the international 
community watches closely, wary of 
potential conflict in an already vola-
tile region.

The implications of this "execution 
list" could further complicate the al-
ready delicate dynamics in the Mid-
dle East, emphasizing the ongoing 
cycle of threats and counter-threats 
that characterize Israeli-Iranian re-
lations.

Japan's  PM To 
Introduce Happiness 

Index In First 
Parliamentary Speech
Japan's newly appointed Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba is set to unveil a new hap-
piness index during his inaugural parlia-
mentary policy speech on Friday, accord-
ing to local media reports. This index, 
developed through collaboration between 
the public and private sectors, aims to 
complement Ishiba’s plans to strength-
en the economy and address the nation’s 
declining population.

Ishiba, who assumed office on Tuesday 
after winning a closely contested leader-
ship vote within the ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party (LDP), has indicated inten-
tions to call a snap election on October 27. 
This move aims to solidify his mandate 
for implementing policies that enhance 
support for regional governments and 
low-income households.

While details regarding foreign policy re-
main uncertain, reports suggest that Ishi-
ba will likely reaffirm his commitment to 
combating inflation and announce a new 
monetary stimulus package. Following his 
election as party leader, the yen experi-
enced a surge due to Ishiba’s endorsement 
of the Bank of Japan's plans to shift away 
from its ultra-loose monetary policies. 
However, his subsequent remarks about 
not supporting further interest rate hikes 
led to a decline in the currency's value.

In addition to these economic strategies, 
Ishiba plans to increase Japan's average 
minimum wage to 1,500 yen ($10.22) by 
2030, up from the current rate of 1,055 
yen. These initiatives are part of a broad-
er vision to enhance the public's quality 
of life and boost per-capita GDP in Japan, 
the world’s fourth-largest economy.

Ishiba is expected to address the challeng-
es posed by the country's rapidly aging 
population, which he has described as a 
"silent crisis" impacting the nation's core. 
Furthermore, he plans to propose the es-
tablishment of a new disaster manage-
ment ministry to better prepare for earth-
quakes and floods, as well as emphasize 
the importance of nuclear energy. 

The topic of nuclear power remains con-
troversial in Japan, with support from 
the business sector but public appre-
hension following the 2011 Fukushima 
disaster. Analysts suggest that Ishiba’s 
speech will reflect a strong awareness 
of the impending general election, with 
an emphasis on consolidating power and 
securing electoral support.

Kamala Harris's Campaign Faces Challenges 
with Muslim and Arab Voters

A senior adviser to Vice President Kamala Harris 
met with American Muslim and Arab leaders on 
Wednesday as her presidential campaign seeks 
to regain support from voters frustrated with U.S. 
backing for Israel amid ongoing conflicts in Gaza 
and Lebanon. Phil Gordon, Harris's national secu-
rity adviser, communicated the administration's 
stance during a virtual meeting, emphasizing 
support for a ceasefire in Gaza, diplomatic efforts 
in Lebanon, and stability in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank.

However, community leaders like Ali Dagher, a 
Lebanese-American attorney, expressed skepti-
cism about the outreach, stating, "It's too little, too 
late." Dagher, who did not participate in the meet-
ing, reflected broader sentiments among constit-
uents disillusioned with the current administra-
tion’s handling of the Israel-Palestine situation.

As Harris, a Democrat, prepares to face former 
President Donald Trump on November 5, polls 
indicate a competitive race. President Joe Biden, 
who previously secured a significant portion of 
Muslim and Arab votes in 2020, has seen a nota-
ble decline in support among these communities 
during Israel's military actions against Hamas in 
Gaza. Activists argue that both Biden and Harris 
have not done enough to address the humanitari-

an crisis unfolding in the region.

According to Palestinian health authorities, the 
Israeli military offensive has resulted in over 
41,000 Palestinian deaths. The violence escalated 
following an incursion by Hamas on October 7, 
2023, which Israel claims resulted in around 1,200 
fatalities and approximately 250 abductions. Gaza 
is currently facing a severe humanitarian crisis, 
with nearly all of its 2 million residents displaced 
and widespread hunger.

In Lebanon, over 1,900 individuals have died, with 
thousands more injured due to ongoing cross-bor-
der clashes between Israel and Hezbollah. The ris-
ing death toll has heightened tensions within the 
community.

Tim Walz and JD Vance Engage 
in Civil Vice Presidential Debate
In a notable event, Democratic Vice Presiden-
tial candidate Tim Walz and his Republican 
counterpart JD Vance faced off in a debate on 
Wednesday, capturing the attention of mil-
lions of Americans ahead of the November 5 
election. Unlike the often contentious pres-
idential debates, this vice-presidential en-
counter was marked by a calm, structured, 
and surprisingly civil atmosphere, with both 
candidates primarily focusing on policy is-
sues rather than personal attacks.

Throughout the debate, Walz and Vance opt-
ed to critique the opposing presidential can-
didates rather than engage in slanderous re-
marks, which was a refreshing change after 
a long, divisive election season characterized 
by personal insults, derogatory language, 
and inflammatory rhetoric. Both candidates, 
who have previously exchanged barbs during 
the campaign, maintained a respectful tone, 
showcasing their ability to engage in a more 
dignified discourse.

However, the debate did experience some 
heated moments, particularly when Vance 
was questioned about his stance on Donald 

Trump and the legitimacy of the 2020 elec-
tion. Vance, known for his refusal to ac-
knowledge Biden's victory, sidestepped the 
inquiry about whether he would challenge 
the outcome of this year's election if Trump 
were to lose again.

Walz seized on this evasiveness, linking 
Vance's reluctance to Trump’s unfounded 
claims of voter fraud, which fueled the vio-
lent attack on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 
2021. "He is still saying he (Trump) didn't lose 
the election," Walz asserted, directly press-
ing Vance with the question, "Did he (Trump) 
lose the 2020 election?"

Jaishankar and Blinken Discuss 
Strengthening US-India Ties in Washington

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar met with US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken in Washington, D.C., 
to discuss collaboration on regional 
and global challenges. This marked 
Jaishankar’s first visit to the US cap-
ital since the third Modi government 
took office. The meeting took place at 
the US State Department's Foggy Bot-
tom headquarters.

Following their discussions, Blinken 
emphasized the ongoing partnership 
between the US and India. He stated, 
"Together, the US and India are work-
ing to address regional and global 
challenges," highlighting their coop-
eration on issues such as the climate 
crisis and promoting regional securi-
ty and prosperity.

Jaishankar expressed his pleasure 
in holding talks with Blinken, not-
ing the continuation of discussions 
from the recent bilateral meeting 
between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Joe Biden, as 
well as the QUAD meetings involving 
leaders from Australia and Japan. He 
mentioned that their conversation 
included deepening bilateral coop-
eration, the situation in West Asia, 
developments in the Indian subcon-
tinent, the Indo-Pacific, and the on-
going conflict in Ukraine.

US State Department spokesperson 
Matthew Miller reiterated the com-
mitment from both countries to en-

hance bilateral ties. He noted that 
Jaishankar and Blinken discussed 
advancing cooperation on critical 
and emerging technologies, along-
side plans for expanding collabora-
tion on clean energy initiatives to 
tackle the global climate crisis.

Welcoming Jaishankar, Blinken 
highlighted the unprecedented 
warmth and ambition in the US-India 
relationship, underscoring the sig-
nificance of their partnership across 
various sectors, including strategic 
technology, space, and semiconduc-
tors. He acknowledged India's critical 
role on the global stage in promoting 
peace and stability.

Jaishankar's visit also included par-
ticipation in a discussion at the Car-
negie Endowment for Internation-
al Peace, where he reflected on the 
fruitful recent meetings between the 
leaders of both countries. He empha-
sized that the meetings provided an 
opportunity to evaluate progress in 
multiple areas and address pressing 
global issues.

Overall, the talks between Jaishan-
kar and Blinken reflect the strength-
ening ties between the US and In-
dia, with both nations committed to 
working together for the benefit of 
their people and the broader inter-
national community.

Nasrallah And 
Netanyahu Agreed 

To Ceasefire: 
Lebanon Minister
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu reportedly reached an 
agreement for a ceasefire 
just hours before Nasrallah 
was killed in an Israeli air-
strike in Beirut, according to 
Lebanon's Foreign Minister 
Abdallah Bou Habib. In an in-
terview with PBS, Bou Habib 
stated that the decision to 
cease hostilities had received 
full backing from Lebanon 
and was communicated to 
both the United States and 
France.

Nasrallah was killed on 
September 27 when Israe-
li bombs struck his bunker. 
Although Hezbollah did not 
officially confirm the cause 
of death, reports indicated he 
succumbed to blunt trauma 
from the blasts. Bou Habib 
detailed that Nasrallah had 
agreed to a ceasefire with 
Netanyahu, a decision that 
involved consultations with 
Hezbollah and was commu-
nicated to American and 
French officials. 

“The Lebanese House Speak-
er, Mr. Nabih Berri, consult-
ed with Hezbollah, and we 
informed the Americans and 
the French about the agree-
ment. They confirmed that 
Netanyahu also agreed to 
the statement issued by both 
presidents,” he explained. 

Prior to these developments, 
the U.S., France, and other 
allies had prepared a 21-day 
ceasefire plan, initiated on 
September 25 following a 
meeting between President 
Joe Biden and President Em-
manuel Macron during the 
UN General Assembly in New 
York. However, Netanyahu 
rejected the ceasefire agree-
ment the next day, instruct-
ing the military to continue 
its operations.

In the days leading up to Nas-
rallah's death, Iran's Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei advised him to flee the 
country, highlighting the pre-
carious situation he faced. 
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Geopolitical Meltdown Tensions 
Shake Domestic Markets

Israel-Iraq Conflict Sparks Market

War turmoil in West 
Asia has shaken do-

mestic stock markets. The 
Israel-Iraq war and geo-po-
litical tensions have severely 
dented investor sentiment. 
Indices crashed wildly on 
concerns that Israel bomb-
ing Iraq’s oil fields would 
further increase oil prices, Sebi’s tightening 
of F&D norms and foreign institutional in-
vestors looking to China. Investors also sold 
their shares. Due to this, Sensex lost more 
than 1700 points and Nifty more than 500 
points. Experts say that till the uncertainty 
is cleared, the indices may be subject to sim-
ilar tides.

The BSE Sensex, which closed at 84,266 in the previous 
session, opened at 83,002 today. It touched an intraday 
low of 82,434. It touched an intraday high of 83,752. It 
eventually closed at 82,497, a loss of 1769 points. The 
NSE Nifty opened at 25,452 and touched a low of 25,230 
and a high of 25,639. The total fell by 546 points to close 
at 25,250. Bank Nifty fell 1077 points to settle at 51.45.

In Nifty50, 2 companies gained while 48 lost. JSW 
Steel, ONGC are the top gainers. Shares of BPCL, Shri-
ram Finance, LT, Axis Bank and Reliance were the top 
losers. All sectoral indices turned red today. Realty 
indices crashed by 4.36 percent. Bank, auto, finance, 
media, private bank, oil and gas indices fell by more 
than 2 percent.

Nifty support is at 25,420 and resistance is at 25,500. 
Investors can buy shares of Tata Steel, SBI, Ajanta 
Pharma, BSE and Hindustan Zinc in the short term.

BCL Industries is all set to buy Goyal Distillery. This 
will further increase the capacity of the company’s 
ethanol and power plants. Pinnacle Life Sciences Pvt 
Ltd, a subsidiary company of Artidrugs, has been cer-
tified by the UK MHRD. Rama Steel Tubes Acquisition 
and Allotment Committee has given approval to set up 
an associate company named Over Green Energy Lim-
ited. Maruti Suzuki sales fell 8.7% in September 2024 
compared to last year. It produced 159743 units this 
September. Rights and DMRC have signed the MoU. 
Compared to Q2 of the last financial year, Sai Silks 
recorded higher turnover this time. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated GAIL Compressed Bio Gas 
Plant in Ranchi. JK Infra has received orders worth Rs 
1847 crore from MMRDA..

Tata Steel
Tata Steel has shown resilience 
due to strong demand for steel 

in global markets, but the recent geopolitical tensions 
have put pressure on commodity stocks.: The stock is 
nearing support levels, and if it holds, a bounce-back 
could be expected. Consider buying on dips if the mar-
ket stabilizes tomorrow.

SBI (State Bank of India)
Banking stocks, including SBI, have 
been under pressure due to global 
market weakness, but long-term 
fundamentals remain robust.  Giv-
en its strong fundamentals, SBI remains a solid stock. 
However, with current market volatility, caution is 
advised. Buy on confirmation of a market reversal.

Ajanta Pharma
Pharma stocks often act as defen-
sive bets in times of market un-
certainty. Ajanta Pharma has seen 
consistent performance with de-
cent quarterly results.: If market uncertainty contin-
ues, Ajanta Pharma could outperform other sectors. It 
may be a good defensive buy in volatile markets.

BSE Ltd
BSE’s performance is often linked 
to the overall market sentiment, 
and with broader indices under 
pressure, BSE could face short-term 
weakness. BSE stock may see short-term weakness. 
Look for stability before entering fresh positions.

Hindustan Zinc
Hindustan Zinc, being 
in the metals sector, is 
also impacted by global 
commodity prices and 
market sentiment. Recent geopolitical tensions have 
weighed down the stock. If the stock tests support lev-
els successfully, a short-term buy opportunity may 
arise. Watch global commodity movements for cues.

Adani Group and Google Join 
Forces for Clean Energy

The Adani Group and Google 
have announced an exciting 

partnership aimed at enhancing 
the supply of clean energy across 
India. This collaboration will see 
the development of a new project 
within the world’s largest renew-
able energy plant located in Guja-
rat. According to a joint release, 
the solar-wind hybrid energy 
project in Khavda is anticipated to 
commence operations after mid-
2025.

Both companies emphasized that this 
partnership aligns with their shared 
sustainability goals and aims to con-
tribute significantly to India’s energy 
grid. By integrating renewable resourc-
es, they hope to increase the availabil-
ity of clean energy throughout the 
country.

The release highlighted Adani’s exper-
tise in managing large-scale renew-
able projects, stating, “With proven 
capabilities in delivering large-scale 
wind, solar, hybrid, and energy stor-
age projects, Adani is well-positioned 
to provide customized renewable en-
ergy solutions to commercial and in-
dustrial (C&I) customers. This will help 
meet their energy needs while reduc-

ing their carbon footprint.”

In addition to this new initiative, the 
Adani Group plans to strengthen its 
focus on commercial and merchant 
segments, facilitating the decarbon-
ization of various industries. This stra-
tegic move is expected to enhance the 
overall impact of the partnership, en-
suring a broader application of clean 
energy solutions.

Moreover, the collaboration plays a 
crucial role in advancing Google’s am-
bition to achieve “24/7 carbon-free en-
ergy.” The partnership aims to ensure 
that Google’s cloud services and opera-
tions in India are supported entirely by 
clean energy sources, aligning with its 
commitment to sustainability.

New RBI MPC Members 
Could Bring Call for Rate 
Cuts, Economists Suggest

India’s newly ap-
pointed Monetary 

Policy Committee 
(MPC) members may 
introduce a differ-
ent dynamic during 
their upcoming meet-
ing, with at least one 
economist expected 
to advocate for a rate 
cut. This speculation 
arises following the 
government’s recent appointments of 
Ram Singh, Saugata Bhattacharya, and 
Nagesh Kumar as external members of 
the Reserve Bank of India’s rate-setting 
panel.

The reshuffle is significant as it could 
potentially alter the previously divided 
opinions within the six-member MPC. 
In August, two external members had 
voted in favor of a rate cut, arguing 
that persistently high inflation-adjust-
ed real interest rates could negatively 
impact economic growth. With the de-
parture of these “dove” members, an-
alysts suggest the likelihood of a rate 
cut in the forthcoming meeting has 

diminished.

Shilan Shah of Capital 
Economics noted that 
while there may still 
be a dissenting voice 
advocating for lower 
rates, the overall bal-
ance has shifted. Ap-
proximately 80% of 
economists surveyed 
by Reuters anticipate 

that the Reserve Bank of India will 
maintain the current interest rates 
in its October policy review. However, 
as the U.S. Federal Reserve has initi-
ated its own rate-cutting cycle, calls 
for a shift in the Indian central bank’s 
stance have intensified.

The MPC’s next meeting will be close-
ly watched as the new members may 
bring different perspectives on balanc-
ing inflation control with economic 
growth. The prevailing economic con-
ditions, including inflation levels and 
global monetary policy trends, will 
play a crucial role in shaping their dis-
cussions.

Bank of Baroda Approves Sale of 
Oman Operations to Bank Dhofar

State-owned Bank 
of Baroda (BoB) an-

nounced on October 3 
that it has approved 
the sale of its Oman 
operations to Bank 
Dhofar as part of a 
strategy to rationalize 
its foreign operations. 
The decision marks a 
significant move for BoB as it seeks to 
streamline its international business 
portfolio.

In an exchange filing, the bank con-
firmed that it has accepted an offer for 
the acquisition of its banking business 
in Oman by Bank Dhofar, a move that 
aligns with its focus on optimizing op-
erations. The exact financial terms of 
the sale are yet to be determined, and 
the transaction is subject to approval 
from the relevant regulatory authori-
ties.

The total business volume of Bank of 
Baroda’s operations in Oman was re-
ported to be approximately 113.35 mil-
lion Omani Rial, while its net worth 
stood at around 25.54 million Oma-
ni Rial. This indicates that the Oman 
branch had a relatively stable business 
presence in the region, but the deci-
sion to sell suggests a broader strategy 
to concentrate resources and improve 

overall efficiency.

Bank Dhofar, based 
in Oman, is well-po-
sitioned to integrate 
BoB’s operations into 
its existing frame-
work, potentially en-
hancing its market 
share in the country. 

The acquisition will enable Bank Dho-
far to expand its footprint and offer a 
wider range of services to its custom-
ers.

The sale reflects a trend among Indi-
an banks to reassess their interna-
tional operations, especially in regions 
where profitability may be impacted 
by economic fluctuations or increased 
competition. By divesting from Oman, 
Bank of Baroda can redirect its focus 
and resources toward more lucrative 
markets or strengthen its presence in 
India.

As the banking sector continues to 
evolve in response to changing eco-
nomic landscapes, this strategic move 
by BoB highlights the importance of 
adapting to market conditions. Stake-
holders will be keenly observing the 
regulatory approvals and subsequent 
integration process as both banks nav-
igate this transition.

Oil Price Spike Mean For India’s Macro Economy
Iran’s recent ballistic missile strike 

on Israel has heightened fears of a 
wider regional conflict in the Mid-
dle East, resulting in crude oil pric-
es surging by nearly 4% overnight. 
This spike is raising concerns about 
potential supply disruptions, which 
could have serious economic im-
plications for countries like India, 
heavily dependent on energy im-
ports.

Experts are sounding alarms over 
the repercussions of rising oil prices 
on India’s economy. Sugandha Sach-
deva, Founder of SSWealth Street, 
noted that every $10 increase in oil 
prices corresponds to a 0.3% rise 
in inflation for India. Additionally, 
such a price hike can widen the cur-

rent account deficit (CAD) by approx-
imately $12.5 billion, translating to 
about 43 basis points (bps) of gross 
domestic product (GDP).

“This scenario can significantly re-
duce consumer purchasing pow-
er, as increased fuel costs elevate 
transportation and input expenses, 

leading to a broader rise in prices 
for goods and services,” Sachdeva 
explained. The cascading effect of 
higher oil prices can squeeze house-
hold budgets and impact overall eco-
nomic growth.

Jigar Trivedi, Senior Research Ana-
lyst for Currencies & Commodities 
at Reliance Securities, echoed these 
concerns. He warned that escalat-
ing oil prices could result in higher 
dollar outflows from India, thereby 
exerting additional pressure on the 
Indian rupee. A weaker rupee can 
further exacerbate inflationary pres-
sures, as the cost of imports rises, 
compounding the challenges faced 
by consumers and businesses alike.

World Economic Forum Launches Playbook to Boost 
Funding for Developing Countries

The World Economic Forum has 
unveiled the Playbook of Solu-

tions, a digital platform show-
casing 100 effective strategies to 
secure funding for clean energy 
initiatives across 47 developing 
countries. This initiative aims to 
accelerate the transition to re-
newable energy by highlighting 
how policy reforms, financial in-
struments, and strategic partnerships 
can attract investment. 

To meet the ambitious global target 
of tripling renewable energy by 2030, 
there is an urgent need to significant-
ly boost investment in clean energy, 
particularly in emerging economies, 
which are expected to drive the major-
ity of global energy demand by 2035. 

Currently, these regions receive only a 
small fraction of worldwide clean en-
ergy investments due to various risks 
and regulatory hurdles.

The playbook emphasizes several key 
policy measures, including provid-
ing incentives like feed-in tariffs and 
streamlining licensing processes for 
renewable projects. It advocates for 

climate policies that set long-term 
emissions reduction goals and 
implement carbon pricing. Addi-
tionally, it recommends financial 
market policies that improve ac-
cess to long-term financing and 
bolster credit ratings for renewable 
initiatives.

To mitigate risks, the playbook 
suggests diverse investment strate-
gies such as blended finance, which 
combines public and private funds, 
and the use of guarantees and insur-
ance to protect investors. It also dis-
cusses various financial mechanisms, 
including equity and debt financing, 
issuing bonds for project funding, and 
utilizing carbon financing from emis-
sions reduction efforts.
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Is Konda Surekha Digging 
Congress’s Political Grave 

in Telangana?

TPN, Prudhvi Gagarin: Telangana 
Minister Konda Surekha's contro-
versial comments about KT Rama 
Rao (KTR) and actress Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu have triggered wide-
spread outrage, with strong re-
actions from the public and film 
industry figures alike. Many ce-
lebrities condemned her remarks, 
calling for a public apology, which 
Surekha ultimately issued, stat-
ing that her words were spoken 
in the heat of the moment and 
not intended to harm any family.

However, the damage seems to 
have already been done. This in-
cident highlights the increas-
ing personal attacks and the low 
point that political discourse in 
Telangana has reached in recent 
months. Leaders are frequent-
ly crossing the line, resorting 
to character assassination, and 
Surekha’s remarks about a fellow 

woman have taken these attacks 
to an alarming level.

The situation mirrors a similar 
controversy in Andhra Pradesh, 
where leaders of the YSR Congress 
Party (YCP) made inappropriate 
comments about Nara Bhuvanesh-
wari, the wife of opposition leader 
Chandrababu Naidu. At the time, 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy did not take 
action against those responsible, a 
decision that later became a factor 
in YCP’s declining popularity.

Now, Surekha's comments have 
put Congress in a precarious posi-
tion. While she has retracted her 
statements, the damage to both her 
reputation and the party’s image is 
evident. By dragging in members 
of the film industry in her critique 
of political rival KTR, Surekha has 
overstepped boundaries, especially 

considering that her remarks tar-
geted another woman, which has 
intensified the public backlash.

The spotlight is now on Telangana 
Congress chief and Chief Minis-
ter candidate Revanth Reddy, who 
is under pressure to address the 
controversy. His response, or lack 
thereof, will have significant con-
sequences for Congress. If he fails 
to take decisive action, as YS Jagan 
did during the Bhuvaneshwari ep-
isode, it could be seen as tacit ap-
proval of such behavior and may 
further damage Congress’s credi-
bility.

The way Revanth Reddy handles 
this situation will be crucial in de-
termining whether Congress can 
recover from the fallout, or if this 
controversy will accelerate its de-
cline in Telangana’s political land-
scape.

AP In Crisis: ₹10 Lakh 
Cr Debt & ₹1 Lakh Cr 

Interest??

The financial management of a state is 
one of the most critical responsibilities 
of any government. When a government 
mismanages state finances, it not only 
cripples the economy but also burdens 
future generations with unsustainable 
debt. The recent revelations by former 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu underscore the gravity 
of the fiscal crisis gripping the state. Ac-
cording to Naidu, the previous adminis-
tration under Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
left Andhra Pradesh with a staggering 
₹10 lakh crore in debt, along with an 
annual interest liability of ₹1 lakh crore. 
This debt burden raises important ques-
tions about the accountability of govern-
ments in managing public finances.

Debt Crisis: A Consequence of 
Fiscal Mismanagement
Debt, when utilized effectively, can 
serve as a tool for growth by financ-
ing infrastructure projects, education, 
healthcare, and other essential services. 
However, reckless borrowing without 
a clear plan for repayment can lead to 
disastrous consequences. In Andhra 
Pradesh’s case, Chandrababu Naidu ar-
gues that the state's fiscal crisis stems 
from the mismanagement of funds and 
unplanned borrowing during the Jagan 
administration. 

The former government, led by Jagan, 
frequently took secured and unsecured 
loans to finance Direct Benefit Trans-
fer (DBT) schemes without consider-
ing the long-term fiscal sustainability 
of such actions. These DBT schemes, 
while aimed at short-term voter ap-
peasement, resulted in a skyrocketing 
debt burden that the state is now strug-
gling to manage. Borrowing for welfare 
schemes without ensuring proper reve-
nue generation or economic growth to 
offset these costs is not a sustainable 
fiscal strategy.

The Price of Debt: ₹1 Lakh Crore 
Interest Payments
One of the most alarming aspects of 
Andhra Pradesh’s current financial sit-
uation is the colossal interest burden of 
₹1 lakh crore annually. This figure alone 
highlights the scale of the debt crisis. 
When a state is forced to allocate such a 
significant portion of its budget to inter-
est payments, it leaves very little room 
for development initiatives, infrastruc-

ture projects, or essential services like 
healthcare and education. 

Paying off interest is just one part of 
the problem; eventually, the princi-
pal amount will also need to be repaid. 
Without strong fiscal discipline, eco-
nomic growth, and strategic planning, 
the state will continue to sink deeper 
into debt, with taxpayers and future 
governments bearing the brunt of the 
burden.

The Importance of Responsible 
Fiscal Governance
This situation serves as a stark remind-
er of the importance of responsible fiscal 
governance. Governments must adopt a 
balanced approach to public spending, 
ensuring that welfare programs are ad-
equately funded without jeopardizing 
long-term financial stability. Every loan 
taken must be backed by a clear plan for 
repayment, either through increased 
revenue generation or by driving eco-
nomic growth that benefits all sectors of 
society.

Governments must also prioritize trans-
parency and accountability in their fi-
nancial dealings. Citizens have a right 
to know how their money is being spent 
and what the long-term implications of 
government borrowing are. Open dis-
cussions about public debt and clear 
communication about financial strate-
gies are essential to maintaining public 
trust.

Chandrababu Naidu has expressed his 
commitment to addressing the debt cri-
sis left behind by his predecessor. He 
has outlined a plan that includes strict 
financial management, securing funds 
from the central government, and im-
plementing his "Super Six" program, 
which focuses on key development ar-
eas. Despite the challenging financial 
environment, he remains determined to 
fulfill promises, starting with a free gas 
cylinder distribution program.

The situation in Andhra Pradesh high-
lights the need for governments to adopt 
sustainable financial practices that 
prioritize long-term growth over short-
term political gains. Effective manage-
ment of state finances is not just a fiscal 
responsibility; it is a moral obligation to 
ensure the economic well-being of fu-
ture generations.

On Coordinated Efforts By Certain 
NGOs Against Indian Businesses

The Foreign Contribution Regula-
tion Act (FCRA) of 2010, and its sub-
sequent amendments, were estab-
lished to regulate foreign funding 
of individuals, associations, and 
companies in India, ensuring that 
such funds are not misused for 
activities detrimental to national 
interests. However, recent inves-
tigations and scrutiny of several 
high-profile NGOs have raised se-
rious questions about how for-
eign contributions are utilized and 
whether some organizations are 
deviating from their stated goals.

When the UPA government 
amended the FCRA in 2010, it did 
so with the awareness that some 
influential NGOs with external 
connections were involved in ac-
tivities that raised concerns for na-
tional security and developmental 
interests. Yet, despite initial rec-
ognition of the problem, signifi-
cant action was not taken against 
these organizations at the time. 
NGOs, especially those receiving 
large foreign donations, wielded 
substantial financial power and 
often enjoyed backing from influ-
ential sections of society, including 
the media, academia, and political 
circles. Many in power feared that 
cracking down on these organiza-
tions would be perceived as an at-
tack on civil liberties.

This dynamic changed following 
the election of the Modi govern-
ment in 2014, which ushered in a 
renewed sense of national pride 
and development. The government 

emphasized economic growth and 
security, leading to greater scru-
tiny of NGOs that appeared to be 
hindering these goals. The grow-
ing concerns were that some NGOs 
were not merely advocating for 
human rights or environmental 
protection, but were involved in 
stalling key infrastructure and in-
dustrial projects, often supported 
by foreign interests. 

For instance, a recent investigation 
by the Income Tax Department 
revealed that from 2015 to 2021, 
NGOs such as Care India, Oxfam, 
and the Environics Trust received 
the vast majority of their funding 
from foreign sources. The concern 
isn't foreign funding per se, but the 
potential misuse of these funds to 
undermine India’s economic inter-
ests. In Oxfam India’s case, inves-
tigations pointed to their involve-
ment in campaigns to halt Adani 
Group’s projects in Australia, sug-
gesting collusion with foreign en-
tities under the guise of charitable 
activities. The allegations pointed 
toward a coordinated effort among 
some NGOs to disrupt economic 
projects, creating law and order is-
sues and hindering India's growth.

The growing influence of for-
eign-funded NGOs in disrupting 
major developmental projects 
through litigation and protests has 
also raised alarm bells. Projects 
such as those by Adani Group and 
JSW have been stalled due to legal 
challenges initiated by NGOs, often 
under the pretext of environmen-

tal or civil rights concerns. These 
activities have delayed infrastruc-
ture developments, affecting eco-
nomic progress and employment 
generation. According to investiga-
tions, some NGOs have gone so far 
as to re-route funds through “pup-
pet NGOs” when their FCRA licens-
es are revoked, continuing their 
campaigns under different guises.

The government has responded 
by tightening the regulations un-
der the FCRA, with the Ministry of 
Home Affairs cancelling or allow-
ing the expiration of thousands 
of NGO licenses. As of now, over 
20,000 NGOs have lost their FCRA 
licenses, reflecting the govern-
ment's firm stance on ensuring 
transparency and accountability 
in foreign-funded activities. How-
ever, each time a crackdown oc-
curs, left-leaning groups and some 
intellectual circles claim that these 
actions curb freedom of speech 
and dissent. The broader question 
remains: is the government mere-
ly targeting NGOs for political rea-
sons, or is it justified in its efforts 
to safeguard national interests? 
The evidence suggests that while 
NGOs play a vital role in civil so-
ciety, there are instances where 
some organizations misuse their 
platforms and foreign funding to 
serve agendas that conflict with 
India’s developmental goals. The 
government's actions, therefore, 
aim to strike a balance between 
ensuring the freedom of civil soci-
ety and protecting national inter-
ests from undue foreign influence.
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AI-powered Apps  Detect 
Depression Through 

Facial Analysis

Depression is often a silent killer, 
posing a serious threat to mental 

well-being while individuals frequently 
mask their inner struggles. Early detec-
tion of depression is crucial for timely 
intervention and treatment. A recent 
study from the Stevens Institute of 
Technology suggests that smartphones 
could play a vital role in identifying ear-
ly signs of depression through advanced 
technology.

Researchers, led by Professor Sang Won 
Bae and doctoral candidate Rahul Is-
lam, have developed two innovative 
smartphone applications designed 
to analyze facial expressions and eye 
movements as indicators of mental 
health. This approach marks a signifi-
cant breakthrough in utilizing artificial 
intelligence (AI) for early mental health 
detection.

Facial gestures and eye movements can 
provide valuable insights into an indi-
vidual’s emotional state. The research-
ers’ apps leverage AI algorithms to in-
terpret these subtle cues, potentially 
identifying symptoms of depression in 
users. By transforming commonly used 
smartphones into diagnostic tools, this 
technology represents a major step for-
ward in accessible and efficient mental 
health screening.

The implications of this research are 
profound. Given the widespread use of 
smartphones, the ability to screen for 
depression through a simple app could 
make mental health support more 
reachable for many individuals. This 
approach allows for a less invasive and 
more convenient way to monitor men-
tal wellness, potentially leading to ear-
lier interventions and better outcomes 
for those struggling with depression.

As society increasingly acknowledges 
the importance of mental health, these 
apps offer a promising solution to facil-
itate awareness and early detection. By 
providing individuals with the tools to 
understand their mental state, the apps 
could encourage proactive steps toward 
seeking help and receiving appropriate 
treatment.

In conclusion, the development of these 
AI-powered applications highlights 
the potential of technology to enhance 
mental health care. By integrating 
mental health diagnostics into every-
day devices, researchers aim to create a 
future where early detection of depres-
sion becomes commonplace, ultimately 
improving the lives of countless indi-
viduals.

Amazon Launches Refreshed Fire HD 8, 
Affordable AI Tablet In The World

If you’re in the market 
for an AI tablet, options 

from major brands like 
Apple, Google, and Sam-
sung can be quite pricey. 
However, the latest Ama-
zon Fire HD 8 stands out 
as an affordable alterna-
tive. Priced at a starting 
point of $99.99, it is one of 
the most budget-friend-
ly AI tablets available. As 
part of the ongoing Prime 
Big Deal Days sale, the Fire 
HD 8 can even be snagged 
for as low as $54.99, mak-
ing it an enticing offer for 
budget-conscious shop-
pers.

The Fire HD 8 boasts an 
impressive range of fea-
tures that make it a com-
petitive option in the tab-
let market. With a vibrant 
display, solid perfor-
mance, and access to a wide array of apps and services, 
it is well-suited for both entertainment and productiv-
ity. Users can enjoy streaming, reading, and browsing 
with ease, all while benefiting from the integration of 
Amazon’s Alexa, which adds an AI layer to its function-

ality.

However, it’s important to 
note that the availability 
of the Fire HD 8 tablet is 
limited to select markets, 
including the US
. Unfortunately, it seems 
unlikely that Amazon 
will launch its tablets in 
India, as the company 
currently does not sell its 
devices there. This limita-
tion could be a drawback 
for those looking for an 
affordable tablet option 
in regions where it isn’t 
available.

Overall, the Amazon Fire 
HD 8 presents a compel-
ling case for anyone seek-
ing a functional AI tab-
let without breaking the 
bank. With its significant 
discounts during sales 

events, this device is hard to overlook for those wanting 
a reliable tablet for everyday use. Whether for watching 
shows, reading, or casual browsing, the Fire HD 8 deliv-
ers quality performance at an unbeatable price point.

Archaeologists Disover 
50 Viking Age Burials in 

Denmark

A significant archaeological discov-
ery in Denmark has unveiled an 

extraordinary burial ground containing 
the remains of around 50 individuals 
from the Viking Age, dating back to the 
900s. This remarkable find occurred 
during preparatory work for electrical 
cable installation near the village of 
Åsum on Funen Island. Over the past six 
months, archaeologists from Museum 
Odense have excavated these graves, 
providing a rare opportunity to study 
human remains from this pivotal era.

The preservation of skeletal remains 
from the Viking Age is typically rare in 
Scandinavia, primarily due to the re-
gion’s acidic soil, which does not retain 
bones well. Consequently, the excava-
tion of 50 graves marks a significant 
breakthrough in understanding Viking 
culture. Archaeologist Michael Borre 
Lundø from Museum Odense empha-
sized the exceptional nature of this dis-
covery, which allows for a variety of sci-
entific analyses to reveal insights into 
the health, diet, and origins of those 
buried at the site.

The burial ground also sheds light on 

the social hierarchy of Viking society. 
Many of the individuals interred appear 
to have been of high status, as indicat-
ed by the accompanying grave goods. 
One particularly notable burial features 
a woman placed in a Viking wagon, 
adorned with luxurious items such as 
a stunning glass bead necklace, an iron 
key, a knife with a silver-threaded han-
dle, and a small glass shard possibly 
used as an amulet.

The richness of these grave goods—in-
cluding a finely crafted wooden chest 
and a decorative bronze buckle—sug-
gests that those buried at Åsum were 
likely linked to extensive trade networks 
flourishing during the Viking Age. Items 
like rock crystal, which is not native to 
Denmark, further highlight the wealth 
and international connections of Viking 
society.

This discovery enhances our under-
standing of Viking burial customs and 
underscores the cultural significance of 
the region during the Viking Age, partic-
ularly under the rule of King Gorm “the 
Old” and Queen Thyra.

The Sweet Danger: Sugar’s Role 
in Cancer Risk

Recent research has increasingly 
spotlighted the connection be-

tween sugar consumption and can-
cer, suggesting that sugar may not 
be just a harmless source of calories 
but a significant contributor to can-
cer development and progression. 
This article explores how sugar af-
fects the body, its links to cancer 
risk, and strategies for reducing 
sugar intake.

Sugar, especially in the form of glu-
cose, serves as a primary energy 
source for our cells. When we con-
sume carbohydrates, they break 
down into glucose, which enters 
the bloodstream and fuels cellular 
energy. Insulin, produced by the 
pancreas, regulates blood sugar lev-
els by helping cells absorb glucose. 
However, excessive sugar intake 
can disrupt this delicate balance.

High sugar consumption leads 
to elevated insulin levels and in-
creased production of insulin-like 
growth factor (IGF-1). Both of these 
hormones promote cell growth and 
proliferation, potentially contribut-
ing to cancer development. Chron-
ically high insulin levels, known as 
hyperinsulinemia, are associated 
with heightened risks for various 
cancers, including breast, colon, 
and pancreatic cancers.

Obesity, often a result of excessive 

sugar intake, is another signifi-
cant cancer risk factor. It can cause 
chronic inflammation and hor-
monal imbalances, both of which 
create an environment conducive 
to cancer. For instance, adipose tis-
sue produces estrogen, and elevated 
estrogen levels have been linked to 
increased risks of breast and endo-
metrial cancers.

Diets high in sugar can also lead to 
chronic inflammation, which dam-
ages DNA and encourages the sur-
vival and proliferation of mutated 
cells, fostering cancer progression. 
Furthermore, high sugar consump-
tion is a key element of metabolic 
syndrome, a cluster of conditions 
that include insulin resistance and 
abdominal obesity, both of which 

significantly elevate cancer risk.

Epidemiological studies have 
shown a correlation between high 
sugar intake and increased cancer 
risk. Research indicates that can-
cer cells consume glucose at higher 
rates than normal cells, a phenom-
enon known as the Warburg effect. 
Clinical trials have even suggested 
that reducing sugar intake, such as 
through ketogenic diets, may help 
slow tumor growth in certain can-
cers.

Understanding the impact of sugar 
on cancer can empower individuals 
to make informed dietary choices 
and potentially reduce their cancer 
risk.

Chopping Board Has More 
Bacteria Than A Toilet Seat

Many people may not re-
alize that their chopping 

boards could be a significant 
breeding ground for bacteria. 
In fact, some claim that chop-
ping boards are even dirtier 
than toilet seats. To get to the 
bottom of this debate, we con-
sulted experts in the field.

Dietician Suhani Seth Agar-
wal, Head of the Department 
of Dietetics at Yatharth Super 
Speciality Hospital in Noida, notes 
that chopping boards can harbor 
harmful bacteria such as E. coli 
and Salmonella. This is largely due 
to their frequent contact with raw 
meats and vegetables, which can 
lead to cross-contamination if not 
handled properly.

The materials of chopping boards 
also play a crucial role in hygiene. 
Wood, for example, is porous and 
can trap bacteria, making it harder 
to clean thoroughly. On the other 

hand, plastic boards are generally 
easier to sanitize but can develop 
grooves over time, which can also 
harbor bacteria. Agarwal emphasiz-
es that proper cleaning and mainte-
nance are essential for both types. 

To ensure your chopping board re-
mains hygienic, it’s vital to wash it 
with hot, soapy water immediately 
after use, particularly after cutting 
raw meat. Experts recommend us-
ing a separate board for raw meats 
and another for vegetables to pre-

vent cross-contamination. 
Regularly inspecting boards 
for deep grooves or discol-
oration is also essential, as 
these signs may indicate that 
they need replacement.

Additionally, sanitizing your 
chopping board with a solu-
tion of vinegar or bleach after 
washing can further reduce 
bacterial presence. Allowing 
it to air dry completely is also 

crucial, as moisture can promote 
bacterial growth.

In conclusion, while chopping 
boards can indeed harbor more bac-
teria than toilet seats under certain 
conditions, proper hygiene prac-
tices can significantly mitigate the 
risks. Being vigilant about kitchen 
hygiene, including the care of your 
chopping boards, can help keep 
your food preparation areas safe 
and clean.
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Babar Azam's Sudden 
Exit as Pakistan Captain 
Babar Azam's abrupt resignation from the captaincy of Paki-
stan's white-ball teams has been attributed to a damning re-
port submitted by former India coach Gary Kirsten. Following a 
disappointing T20 World Cup in July, where Pakistan's perfor-
mance fell short, insiders suggest that Babar's enthusiasm for 
the role significantly waned.

Sources close to the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) revealed that 
Babar was deeply affected by Kirsten's observations, which ap-
peared to place the blame for the team's failures squarely on 
his shoulders. "Babar was not happy with the report’s conclu-
sions and felt unfairly targeted," an insider stated. The situa-
tion escalated to the point where Babar communicated to the 
board his lack of interest in continuing as captain after parts of 
Kirsten's critique became public.

Furthermore, Babar expressed disappointment to several PCB 
officials regarding their failure to acknowledge his previous 
successes and the trust he felt had eroded within the organiza-
tion. Tensions rose when the PCB opted not to name him cap-
tain for the ODI squad while still confirming his leadership of 
the T20 team ahead of the World Cup.

Kirsten's report not only evaluated the team's dressing room 
dynamics but also addressed concerns about player behavior 
and cooperation during the England series and the World Cup. 
It raised doubts about Babar's ability to handle the pressures of 
captaincy, especially given the mental strain he has endured 
over the past year.

As for Babar's successor, the PCB has reportedly taken a cau-
tious approach. They are not rushing to announce a new 
white-ball captain, preferring to allow Kirsten, selector Asad 
Shafiq, and the selection committee to deliberate thorough-
ly before making a recommendation. PCB Chairman Mohsin 
Naqvi has emphasized the importance of documenting the se-
lection committee's discussions to ensure transparency in the 
decision-making process.

With the cricketing world closely watching, the PCB's next steps 
will be crucial as they seek to stabilize the team and restore 
confidence among players and fans alike.

India Aims for Strong Start Against New 
Zealand in Women's T20 World Cup

As India prepares to face New 
Zealand in their opening Group 
A match of the Women's T20 
World Cup on Friday, a stellar 
performance from senior play-
ers is essential. The team is 
looking to make a strong start 
in this tournament, deter-
mined to overcome the ghosts 
of past near-misses.

Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur, 
likely participating in her final 
T20 World Cup, has experienced 
several heart-wrenching mo-
ments throughout her career. 
Among the most memorable 
is India’s disappointing defeat 
to Australia in the final at Mel-
bourne in 2020, a loss that still 
lingers in the minds of players 
and fans alike. Kaur's leader-
ship will be crucial as she aims 
to guide her team past those 
painful memories and into a 
successful campaign.

The match against New Zea-
land presents an opportunity 
for India to assert their pres-
ence early in the tournament. 
With a mix of experienced play-
ers and fresh talent, the squad 
has the potential to make a 
significant impact. Kaur will 
be relying on seasoned players 

like Smriti Mandhana and Poo-
nam Yadav to deliver strong 
performances and provide sta-
bility during critical moments 
of the game.

India’s bowling attack, led by 
the experienced Yadav and 
backed by emerging stars, will 
need to be on point to restrict 
New Zealand's batting line-up. 
The team's ability to execute 

their plans effectively will be 
vital in setting the tone for the 
tournament.

In recent years, India has 
shown promise in T20 crick-
et, but they have often fallen 
short at crucial junctures. This 
World Cup presents a chance 
for redemption, and the play-
ers are well aware of the stakes 
involved. The desire to clinch 

the title and make history adds 
to the pressure, but it also fuels 
their determination.

As the team gears up for this 
important clash, fans will be 
hoping for a display of skill, 
teamwork, and resilience, 
hoping to witness India take 
a significant step toward their 
ultimate goal in the tourna-
ment.

West Indies Awards Historic Multi-Year 
Contracts to 9 Cricketers

In a historic move, Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) has awarded multi-year contracts 
to nine cricketers, marking a signifi-
cant milestone for the region's cricketing 

landscape. Among the recipients are ODI 
vice-captain Alzarri Joseph, emerging pace 
sensation Shamar Joseph, and women's 
T20I captain Hayley Matthews, along with 
her deputy Shemaine Campbelle. This ini-
tiative reflects CWI's commitment to rec-
ognizing and rewarding talent across both 
men's and women's cricket.

CWI announced that contracts were of-
fered to 15 senior men's players, with six 
of them receiving multi-year agreements 
based on their performances during the 
2023-2024 evaluation period. This is a cru-
cial step towards ensuring the develop-
ment and stability of West Indies cricket, 
as it provides players with long-term se-
curity and a clear incentive to excel.

For the women’s team, 15 senior play-
ers were evaluated, and three have been 
awarded multi-year contracts. This de-
cision highlights CWI's dedication to en-
hancing the profile of women's cricket, of-
fering female athletes the recognition and 
support they deserve.

The inclusion of prominent players like 
Alzarri Joseph and Hayley Matthews in 
the multi-year contract list not only un-
derscores their contributions to West In-
dies cricket but also sets a precedent for 
future contracts. These agreements aim 
to foster a culture of excellence and com-
mitment, encouraging players to remain 
dedicated to their craft and contribute to 
the team's success.

CWI's approach of granting multi-year 
contracts aligns with global trends in 
cricket, where similar initiatives have 
been implemented to ensure player reten-
tion and development. By offering these 
contracts, CWI is not only investing in the 
current talent pool but also laying a strong 
foundation for the future of West Indies 
cricket.

As the cricketing world looks on, this land-
mark decision by Cricket West Indies sig-
nifies a hopeful and promising future for 
the team, ensuring that its players are 
supported as they strive for excellence on 
the international stage.

Usman Qadir 
Announces Retirement 
from Pakistan Cricket

Leg-spinner Usman Qadir has officially announced his retire-
ment from Pakistan cricket at the age of 31. The son of legend-
ary spinner Abdul Qadir, Usman represented Pakistan in 25 T20 
Internationals and one One Day International, claiming a total 
of 32 wickets from 2020 to 2023.

In a heartfelt statement shared on his X account, Usman ex-
pressed his gratitude for the journey he has had in cricket. “To-
day, I am announcing my retirement from Pakistan cricket, 
and as I reflect on this incredible journey, I want to express my 
heartfelt gratitude. It has been an immense honor to represent 
my country,” he stated. 

He extended thanks to his coach-
es and teammates, acknowledging 
their support throughout his career. 
“From unforgettable victories to the 
challenges we faced together, each 
moment has shaped my career and 
enriched my life,” Usman added. 
He also expressed deep appreciation 
for the passionate fans who stood 
by him during his time on the field, 
emphasizing that their unwavering 
support has meant the world to him.

Looking ahead, Usman shared his 
intention to continue his father’s 
legacy in cricket. “As I step into this 
new chapter, I will be continuing 
my dad’s legacy, embracing both my 
love for cricket and the lessons he 
instilled in me. I carry with me the spirit of Pakistan cricket 
and the cherished memories we created together,” he wrote.

Usman Qadir's announcement marks the end of an era, but 
he remains committed to honoring his father's contributions 
to the sport. His journey has been filled with memorable mo-
ments, and as he moves forward, he aims to inspire the next 
generation of cricketers, just as his father did. Thanking every-
one who played a role in his career, Usman closed his state-
ment with a heartfelt, “Thank you for everything.”

Emiliano Martinez's Stunning Save Secures 
Aston Villa's Victory Over Bayern Munich

A palpable tension filled Villa Park as the 
clock ticked down to the 96th minute. 
Bayern Munich launched a desperate 
final assault, sending the ball into the 
Aston Villa box. Harry Kane lurked om-
inously, ready to pounce. Joshua Kim-
mich delivered a precise lob, targeting 
Kane’s head. The England captain met 
the ball with intention, directing a pow-
erful strike that seemed destined to shat-
ter Villa's dreams.

But Aston Villa's goalkeeper, Emiliano 
Martinez, had other ideas. In a moment 
of sheer brilliance, the Argentine World 
Cup winner soared through the air, his 
outstretched hand connecting with the 
ball just in time. He expertly deflected the 
shot, denying Kane and preserving Villa’s 
slender lead. The roar of relief from the 
home crowd echoed around the stadium, 
a collective sigh of disbelief and joy as 
they celebrated an unforgettable victory.

This moment wasn’t just a win on the 
pitch; it was a historic reminder of the 
club's rich legacy. Fans couldn’t help but 
recall the iconic 1-0 victory over Bayern 
Munich in the 1982 European Cup final, 
a triumph that has since become part of 

Aston Villa’s folklore. The sight of their 
team holding off one of Europe’s giants 
stirred memories of past glories, rein-
forcing the belief that Villa could compete 
at the highest level.

As the final whistle blew, players em-
braced each other, the joy on their faces 
reflecting the significance of the mo-
ment. The match not only showcased 
Villa’s resilience but also highlighted 

Martinez's heroic performance, a pivotal 
role in a game that will be remembered 
for years to come.

In the aftermath, discussions of tactics 
and strategies could wait; for now, the 
spotlight was on the jubilant home fans, 
celebrating a victory that transcended 
mere points—a testament to the spirit of 
Aston Villa and a reminder that in foot-
ball, anything is possible.
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Salman Khan to Make Cameo 
in Varun Dhawan's Baby John

Sreenidhi Shetty 
Team Up for HIT 3

Director Sailesh Kolanu is set to bring 
Nani back into the spotlight for the 
third installment of the HIT franchise. 
Currently in production, the film recent-
ly announced the addition of Sreenidhi 
Shetty as the leading lady. This marks 
an exciting chapter for both the film 
and Shetty, who has been seeking a 
breakthrough in her career.

Despite her notable role in the block-
buster KGF, Sreenidhi’s journey in the 
industry has been somewhat rocky. Her 
recent Tamil film, Cobra, co-starring 
Vikram, failed to create a significant 
buzz at the box office. However, her col-
laboration with Nani in HIT 3 is seen as 
a potential turning point that could ele-
vate her status in Telugu cinema.

Nani, who is also producing the film, ex-
pressed his excitement about Sreenidhi's 
involvement on social media, stating, 
“Other side of the madness 🙂 Welcome
on board @SrinidhiShetty7.” His enthu-
siasm reflects the high expectations 
surrounding this project.

In HIT 3, Nani takes on the role of Arjun 
Sarkar, a violent police officer, which 
promises to add depth and intensity to 
the narrative. Known for his natural 
acting skills, Nani’s portrayal of a com-
plex character is anticipated to resonate 
well with audiences and elevate the 
film’s emotional stakes.

With Sailesh Kolanu at the helm, the 
franchise is poised to reach new heights. 
Trade experts are optimistic about HIT 
3’s potential to surpass its predecessors 
when it hits theaters in the summer of 
next year. The combination of a grip-
ping storyline, Nani’s star power, and 
Sreenidhi’s fresh energy could well be 
the recipe for success that both actors 
and the franchise need.

As the production progresses, fans are 
eagerly awaiting more updates on this 
promising film, which aims to blend ac-
tion and emotion seamlessly.

Ahan Shetty Joins Star-Studded Cast of "Border 2"
Bollywood actor Ahan Shetty, 
who made his debut with the 
film ‘Tadap’, is set to continue 
his father Suniel Shetty’s leg-
acy in the highly anticipated 
sequel, ‘Border 2’. The film also 
stars prominent actors Sunny 
Deol, Diljit Dosanjh, and Var-
un Dhawan, and is directed by 
Anurag Singh. 

While the original ‘Border’ was 
inspired by the events of the 
Battle of Longewala during 
the 1971 Indo-Pak War, ‘Border 2’ is expected to 
focus on the Kargil War, which took place in 
1999. This conflict involved Pakistani troops in-
filtrating Indian territory, primarily in the Kar-
gil district, leading to a significant military and 
diplomatic response from India. Official re-
ports indicate that India successfully regained 
control of 75% to 80% of the intruded area and 
nearly all high ground during this intense pe-
riod.

The original ‘Border’, re-
leased in 1997, featured a 
stellar ensemble cast, in-
cluding Suniel Shetty, Jack-
ie Shroff, Akshaye Khanna, 
Sudesh Berry, and Puneet 
Issar, along with supporting 
performances from actors 
like Kulbhushan Kharban-
da, Tabu, and Pooja Bhatt. 

Set to hit theaters on Jan-
uary 23, 2026, ‘Border 2’ is 

gearing up to provide an unforgettable cine-
matic experience. Sunny Deol, known for his 
intense action roles, is expected to deliver a 
powerful performance, while Diljit Dosan-
jh and Varun Dhawan will bring their unique 
styles to the film. Ahan Shetty’s addition to the 
cast adds a fresh dynamic, making this sequel 
one of the most eagerly awaited releases in the 
coming years.

National Award-winning filmmaker Vivek 
Ranjan Agnihotri has officially announced his 
upcoming project, “The Delhi Files – The Ben-
gal Chapter,” set to release on August 15, 2025. 
This film will be the first of a two-part series, 
with “The Bengal Chapter” serving as the ini-
tial installment. Agnihotri, known for his im-
pactful works like “The Tashkent Files,” “The 
Kashmir Files,” and “The Vaccine War,” shared 
the exciting news on X, formerly known as 
Twitter.

The announcement included a striking post-
er depicting a silhouette of a child with raised 
hands against a backdrop of the national em-
blem. Agnihotri's post stated: “MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR: August 15, 2025. After years of re-
search, the story of #TheDelhiFiles is too pow-

erful for one part. We’re excited to bring you 
The Bengal Chapter – the first of two parts, 
unveiling a significant chapter in our history.”

The film will feature Agnihotri's wife, Palla-
vi Joshi, who is also co-producing the project. 
The ensemble cast includes prominent actors 
such as Mithun Chakraborty, Anupam Kher, 
Puneet Issar, Babbu Maan, Govind Namdev, 
and Palomi Ghosh, among others. Agniho-
tri has reportedly invested significant time 
in research, immersing himself in over 100 
books and 200 articles related to the historical 
events that the film will explore. His research 
team traveled across 20 states, compiling 
more than 7,000 pages of research and over 
1,000 archived articles to ensure accuracy and 
depth in storytelling.

Thalapathy 69: Major Cast 
Announcements Unveiled

Filmmaker and actor Gautham Vasudev Me-
non,Pooja Hegde, Mamitha Baiju, Priyamani 
and Gautham Menon has officially joined the 
star-studded cast of the tentatively titled Tamil 
film “Thalapathy 69,” directed by H. Vinoth. The 
announcement was made via KVN Productions' 
official Instagram page, which featured a poster 
showcasing Menon’s involvement in the project.

The post excitedly read: “Inga Yenna sollud-
hu.. indha surprise update ungala thala kee-
zha potu thirupirkum-nu Welcome onboard @
gauthamvasudevmenon #Thalapathy69CastRe-
veal #Thalapathy @actorvijay sir #HVinoth @
iambobbydeol @hegdepooja @mamitha_baiju 
@anirudhofficial @jagadish_palanisamy @lo-
hithnk.” 

Menon is known for directing acclaimed films 
such as “Minnale,” “Vaaranam Aayiram,” “Vin-
naithaandi Varuvaayaa,” “Kaakha Kaakha,” “Vet-
taiyaadu Vilaiyaadu,” and “Yennai Arindhaal,” 
among others. His inclusion in “Thalapathy 69” 
adds significant weight to the film, which is al-
ready generating considerable buzz.

On October 2, it was also announced that Poo-
ja Hegde would be sharing the screen with su-
perstar Vijay once again. She previously worked 
with him in the 2022 film “Beast.” The announce-
ment celebrated their reunion, stating: “Bring-

ing the stunning duo back to the big screen 
once again. We know you’ve already cracked it, 
but officially… Welcome onboard @hegdepooja 
#Thalapathy69CastReveal #Thalapathy @actor-
vijay sir #HVinoth @thedeol @anirudhofficial @
Jagadishbliss @LohithNK01 #Thalapathy69.”

Directed by H. Vinoth, who debuted with “Sathu-
ranga Vettai” in 2014, the film follows a suc-
cessful trajectory with hits like “Theeran Adhi-
gaaram Ondru,” “Nerkonda Paarvai,” “Valimai,” 
and “Thunivu.”

Earlier this week, it was revealed that popular 
actors Bobby Deol and Mamitha Baiju had also 
joined the film's ensemble. Produced by Venkat 
K. Narayana under the KVN Productions banner, 
“Thalapathy 69” is set for release in October 2025 
across Tamil, Telugu, and Hindi languages.

Exciting news for fans of Bollywood! Salman Khan is set to make a cameo appear-
ance in the much-anticipated film "Baby John," starring Varun Dhawan. Trade an-
alyst and film critic Taran Adarsh confirmed this buzz on Instagram, sharing a 
close-up shot of Varun’s character from the action drama.

In his post, Taran Adarsh revealed that Salman Khan will commence filming his 
cameo this weekend. He described the sneak peek of "Baby John" as a celebration of 
mass cinema, stating, “BABY JOHN' GLIMPSE: MASS CINEMA AT ITS BEST... SALMAN 
KHAN SHOOTS HIS CAMEO *THIS WEEKEND*.” Taran expressed his enthusiasm about 
Varun Dhawan’s performance in a more rugged, mass avatar, remarking that the 
over five-minute preview he watched was nothing short of outstanding. He credited 
director Atlee's expertise, particularly in light of the success of his recent hit "Jawan."

Moreover, Taran mentioned that Salman Khan’s cameo is set to be a "sparkling" 
addition to the film, raising expectations among fans. He expressed confidence in 
the producers—Jyoti Deshpande from Jio Studios, Priya Atlee, and Murad Khetani—
along with director Kalees, suggesting they have a potential hit on their hands, 
provided the film lives up to the high bar set by its sneak peek.

The anticipation surrounding "Baby John" continues to build, especially with the 
involvement of Salman Khan, a superstar with a massive fan following. His cameo 
promises to add an extra layer of excitement to the film, making it a must-watch 
for Bollywood enthusiasts. As the weekend approaches, fans are eager to see what 
this collaboration will bring to the big screen. Stay tuned for more updates on "Baby 
John" as it prepares for its release!

Vivek Agnihotri 
announces release date 
for “The Delhi Files – The 

Bengal Chapter”
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