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CM Revanth Reddy Pays Tribute to
Telangana's Fallen Police Otfficers

TPN , Hyderabad : Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy honored the
state's fallen police officers in a sol-
emn tribute on behalf of the govern-
ment. Recognizing the critical role
of law enforcement in maintaining
peace and security, Reddy stated, "The
140 crore citizens of this country live
in peace because of the sacrifices and
hard work of the police force.”

He emphasized that the state’s devel-
opment relies heavily on the police,
adding, "without resolving unem-
ployment and maintaining law and
order, no state can attract invest-
ments.” The Chief Minister praised
the police for their continuous efforts
to ensure the state's progress.

Addressing the growing concerns
over cybercrime and drug abuse, Red-
dy noted that Telangana is taking se-
rious steps to combat these threats.
"Cybercrimes are on the rise, and
drug abuse is severely affecting our
youth. Learning from Punjab’s expe-
rience, we have established the Tel-
angana Narcotics Bureau (TGNAB) to

completely control the drug menace
in our state,” he said.

Reddy assured that the government
would firmly deal with any attacks
on places of worship, citing recent
actions against those responsible for
the assault on the Muthyalamma
temple. He also acknowledged the
police’s crucial role in ensuring peace
during festivals.

In a significant move, the CM an-
nounced the launch of a new educa-
tional institution, Young India Police
School, spanning 50 acres, specifical-
ly for police families. Additionally, the
government will provide compensa-
tion of up to Rs. 2 crore to families of
martyred officers, depending on their
rank, and assured jobs to the family
members of the deceased.

He concluded by reiterating his com- e 3
mitment to solving police grievances =

and providing necessary funds to en-

sure that Telangana's police force fac- |
es no challenges in carrying out their

duties.

Deputy CM Bhatti Launches
Special Vehicles for
Emergency Power Services
in Hyderabad

TPN , Hyderabad: Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu an-
nounced the launch of special vehicles designed to restore emergen-
cy power services in Greater Hyderabad. These vehicles, equipped like
ambulances, aim to provide quick and efficient electricity services, a
unique initiative in the country.

The Deputy CM stated that in the event of a power outage, consum-
ers can dial the toll-free number 1912, and emergency personnel will
respond immediately. Currently, 57 sub-divisions in Hyderabad have
each been assigned one vehicle to ensure 24-hour availability.

Each vehicle, staffed by an assistant engineer and three line workers,
is equipped with essential safety gear such as Dharmo Vision Camer-
as, power saws, ladders, insulators, and cables. The vehicles are also
capable of towing transformers, allowing faster restoration of power.

With the TGAIMS app, emergency locations can be quickly identified,
enabling personnel to reach affected areas faster. The Deputy CM de-
scribed these vehicles as "electric ambulances,” which will provide
faster and more reliable electrical services to residents.

Energy Department Secretary Sandeep Kumar Sultania, CMDs
Musharraf Ali and Varun Reddy, along with other officials, were pres-
ent at the event.

Deputy CM Mallu expressed confidence that these vehicles will greatly
improve power restoration services across the city.

KTR Slams Congress Over Rs 18,000
Crore Electricity Burden

KTR angry at the Congress government
Rejection of electricity tariff hike proposals.
BRS submitted petition to Electricity Regulatory Board

TPN , Hyderabad: BRS working president
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) and former power
minister Jagadish Reddy have strong-
ly opposed the Congress government’s
proposal to hike electricity charges, call-
ing it an undue burden on the people.

The duo submitted a formal petition to |

the Electricity Regulatory Board, urging
them to reject the proposal.

KTR expressed outrage over the govern-
ment's plan to impose a Rs. 18,500 crore
electricity burden on the public. He criti-
cized the Congress government for mak-
ing decisions that have pushed sectors
like agriculture and industry into crisis.
"It is unjust to pass such a massive elec-
tricity burden onto the people,” KTR re-
marked, highlighting the potential dam-
age to both residential and industrial
consumers.

He further accused the government of
trying to levy fixed charges on house-

hold consumers and unify rates for all
categories within the industrial sector.
Additionally, KTR warned of the gov-
ernment's move to burden people with
“true-up charges,” a form of retrospec-
tive billing adjustment. He cautioned
that the immediate implementation of
the tariff hike would result in significant
financial strain on the public.

KTR also noted that despite past chal-

lenges, the previous government had
refrained from raising electricity tariffs.
He accused the Congress party of jeop-
ardizing the state’'s power sector while
making false promises of free electricity
to different groups.

BRS leaders are pressing for the protec-
tion of consumers and urging authori-
ties to reject the proposed hike in elec-
tricity rates.

Supreme Court Rejects Plea to

Postpone Group-1 Mains Exam

TPN , New Delhi: The Supreme Court has rejected a
plea to postpone the Group-1 Mains examination. A
three-judge bench refused to interfere with the pe-
tition filed by Group-1 candidates seeking a delay in
the exam schedule and declined to issue any interim

orders.

In its ruling, the Supreme Court noted that the Tel-
angana High Court had already provided clear direc-
tions for conducting the Mains examination. The top
court also directed the High Court to complete its in-
vestigation into the matter by November 20. The Su-
preme Court emphasized that many candidates had
already reached their examination centers, making
it impractical to delay the exam at this late stage.
The bench concluded that there was no scope for the
court to intervene in the postponement of the exam- | saction 91 of the CrPC.

ination under these circumstances. d
2" page

Group-1 Exams Conclude on First Day in
Telangana Amidst Controversy

City Civil Court Summons
Pawan Kalyan Over Tirupati
Laddu Remarks

TPN , Hyderabad: The City Civil y
Court has summoned actor and
politician Pawan Kalyan in con-
nection with a petition alleging
inappropriate comments made by
him regarding the Tirupati Laddu.
Lawyer Rama Rao filed a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking ac-
tion against Pawan Kalyan under
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Group-1 Exams Conclude
on First Day in Telangana
Amidst Controversy

TPN, Telangana : The first day of the Group-1
Mains examination in Telangana concluded
smoothly, despite some unrest among candi-
dates. Many candidates had expressed con-
cerns and demanded the cancellation of Jivo
No. 29, calling for the postponement of the
exams.

A petition was filed in the Supreme Court on
Friday, and although the case was heard to-
day, the court declined to interfere with the
scheduled exams. Meanwhile, the Telangana
Chief Minister and Ministers reaffirmed that
the exams would proceed as planned.

The exams were held at 46 centers across the
state, starting at 2:00 PM. While some can-
didates exited with relief, others expressed
dissatisfaction, stating they did not perform
well. The Group-1 Mains exams will continue
until Saturday.

Before the exams began, Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy took to Twitter, wishing all can-
didates good luck.

City Civil Court Summons
Pawan Kalyan Over
Tirupati Laddu Remarks

continued from P-1

The petition claims that Pawan Kalyan’s
comments, made in January, alleging the
use of adulterated ghee and animal fats in
the preparation of the Tirumala Laddus sent
to Ayodhya, hurt the sentiments of Hindus.
The petitioner has requested the court to
direct government departments to remove
Pawan’s remarks from social media, web-
sites, and YouTube channels.

The court has summoned Pawan Kalyan,
Andhra Pradesh Deputy CM, Telangana Chief
Secretary Shanti Kumari, and the Principal
Secretary (Home) to attend the hearing on
November 22. The next hearing is scheduled
for November 22, where the court will further
examine the petition.

Supreme Court Rejects Plea to

Postpone Group-1 Mains Exam
continued from P-1

This decision brings an end to the hopes of

the petitioners seeking a deferment, and the

Group-1 Mains exam will proceed as sched-
uled.

Congress for
Misleading Job
Promises- KTR

r R

CM Revanth Reddy Lays Foundation for
'Young India Police School in Rangareddy

TPN , Rangareddy : Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy,
accompanied by Minister Sri-
dhar Babu, recently laid the
foundation stone for the 'Young
India Police School' in Manchi
Revu, Rangareddy district. This
initiative, aimed at providing
quality education to the chil-
dren of police officers across
Telangana, is set to be built to
international standards.

The school, once completed,
will offer a robust educational
environment for the children
of officers serving in various
departments of the Telangana
police. Land has been allocat-
ed for the construction of the
school, and the CM reviewed
the building's model during the
foundation-laying ceremony.

The Young India Police School
is set to begin its operations in

the upcoming academic year, N3 =T
initially offering classes from
1st to 5th grade. Each year, an
additional class will be added,
eventually providing a com-
prehensive education up to the
degree level for police families.
This school is a significant step
toward ensuring that the chil- |
dren of Telangana’s law en-
forcement personnel receive
the highest quality education M
in a nurturing environment.
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BJP Delegation Meets Governor

/‘ L~ j',‘l‘.; > &

TPN , Hyderabad : A BJP delegation led by MP
Etela Rajender met with the Governor at Raj
Bhavan to raise concerns over recent attacks
on Hindu temples. Rajender criticized the
state government for its indifferent attitude
towards these incidents, alleging that they
are failing to take action against the culprits.

Citing the recent attack on the Muthyalam-
ma temple, Rajender said, "The accused was
labeled mentally unstable and efforts were
made to release him without proper investi-
gation.” He further added that some individ-
uals are deliberately attempting to disrupt
law and order, with the government turning
a blind eye to these activities.

"Even during peaceful rallies, the police re-
sorted to brutal lathi charges and made sev-
eral arrests,” Rajender stated. He also point-
ed out that several lives have already been
lost in terrorist attacks in the city, and now,
"miscreants are conspiring to stage similar

Over Attacks on Hindu Temples

attacks again.”

The BJP leaders urged the Governor to take
strict action against the accused and ensure
such incidents do not recur. They also asked
the Governor to advise the state government
to enforce law and order more effectively.

BJP leader Aleti Maheshwar Reddy criticized
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy for remaining
silent on the attacks on Hindu temples. "The
situation is akin to the oppressive Nizam
rule,” he said, warning that the party will not
tolerate any attacks on Hindu religious sites.

Reddy also questioned the role of the state's
intelligence system, asking, "What is the in-
telligence department doing when there is
evidence of conspiracies to carry out attacks
in the city?” He concluded by saying that at-
tacks on temples are viewed as attacks on
their own mother, and the BJP will respond
strongly if such actions continue.

Farmers Urged to Cultivate
Oil Palm for Higher Profits:
Minister Tummala

TPN , Khammam: Agriculture Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao has urged farmers to shift from tra-
ditional crops like cotton and chili to oil palm cultiva-
tion, which offers higher profitability. Speaking at the
inauguration of a cotton procurement center in Gur-
ralapadu, Khammam district, on Monday, the minis-
ter emphasized the need for diversification in farming
practices.He noted that adverse weather conditions
this year have impacted cotton yields across the state,
with production lower than expected. Despite cotton
being cultivated on 40 lakh acres, yields have declined
due to unfavorable weather. In Khammam district
alone, the cotton output is estimated to be 17 lakh
quintals this season.

The minister assured that cotton would be procured
through Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) centers and
instructed revenue and marketing officials to ensure
farmers face no difficulties during the process. He
also warned traders against exploiting farmers, stat-
ing strict action would be taken against those found
guilty.Minister Tummala encouraged farmers to ex-
plore horticultural crops like oil palm, which could re-
place traditional crops like cotton and chili and result
in higher profits.

e

Telangana High Court Grants Relief to Rice Millers, Halts Asset Transfers

TPN , Hyderabad: The Telangana
High Court has provided temporary
relief to rice millers against whom
the state government initiated ac-
tion under the Telangana Revenue
Recovery Act. During a hearing on
October 21, 2024, regarding four
writ appeals, the court postponed
further proceedings to November
5 and ordered that the millers’ im-
movable assets cannot be trans-
ferred or sold until further notice.

The dispute began after the Civ-
il Supplies Corporation found
discrepancies in the quantity of
paddy and rice delivered as cus-
tom-milled rice during the 2022-
23 marketing season. In August, a
single-judge bench ruled in favor
of the rice millers, citing the corpo-
ration's failure to follow due pro-
cess in issuing distraint orders.

The respondents argued that se-
vere rains during the period dam-

aged the paddy crops, and the state
government supplied more pad-
dy than the millers could handle,
leading to storage and milling is-
sues.

In response, the advocate general
claimed the millers were not en-
titled to further notice before re-
covery actions and that leniency
would abuse the legal process. The
millers’ counsel, however, con-
tended that the corporation could

not act as both judge and party in
the recovery process, insisting that
an independent adjudication was
necessary under the arbitration
clause.

The court granted the advocate
general time to clarify wheth-
er any notice was issued to the
millers and maintained the order
preventing the transfer or sale of
immovable assets until the next
hearing.

TPN , Hyderabad: BRS working president K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) has strongly defended his par-
ty’s stance on the ongoing Group-1 exams and
criticized the Congress government for creat-
ing confusion. KTR clarified that the petition
filed by the BRS in the Supreme Court regarding
the Group-1 exams was not rejected and that
concerns over Government Order (GO) 29 were
valid. He pointed out that the exams are being
conducted in a chaotic manner.

Hyderabad Ranked Among Top 10
Fastest Developing Cities Globally

TPN , Hyderabad: Hyderabad has
been recognized as one of the top
10 fastest developing cities in the
world, according to the Growth
Hubs Index by Savills, a leading
global property advisor. The index
ranks cities based on projected eco-
nomic strength, considering fac-
tors such as GDP growth, personal
wealth, population trends, and mi-
gration patterns through 2033.

sector, bolstered by a young, highly
skilled workforce, is a crucial driver
of this economic progress.

KTR emphasized the BRS government’s efforts
to secure jobs for 95% locals through GO 55,
which he said benefits weaker sections of so-
ciety. He expressed confidence that the party's
position would be upheld in the High Court.

Additionally, the Growth Hubs In-
dex forecasts a significant rise
in migration to Hyderabad, con-
tributing to the city’s population
growth. As urbanization accelerates
in India, Hyderabad is set to bene-
fit from an influx of talent and in-
creased demand for infrastructure
and services. With ongoing efforts
to enhance infrastructure and con-
nectivity, Hyderabad is poised to
continue its upward trajectory as
a global growth hub, attracting in-
vestments and talent from around
the world. This development po-
sitions the city not only as a key
player in India’s economic future
but also on the global stage.

Criticizing Congress, KTR accused the party of
misleading the unemployed and coming to
power by exploiting their frustrations. He also
questioned Rahul Gandhi’s promise to provide
two lakh jobs per year and called it unrealistic.

Hyderabad's inclusion in this pres-
tigious list comes as no surprise,
given India's rapid urbanization
and the city's growing prominence
in the global economic landscape.
Hyderabad joins other major Indian
cities, including Bengaluru, Delhi,
and Mumbai, in this elite group,
highlighting the country’s expand-
ing role in the global economy.

In addition, KTR denied accusations of insult-
ing journalists and dismissed rumors of raids
on Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy’s house. He also ac-
cused Revanth Reddy of mishandling the Musi
river project and warned that he would public-
ly call out any attacks on religious institutions,
such as the Mutyalamma temple.

| i? =l ) b = x ¥
The index predicts that Hyder-

abad will witness significant GDP
growth, with an expected increase

of over 68% by 2033. The city stands

out for its exceptional GDP growth
per capita, positioning it as one of
the fastest-growing tech hubs in
the world. Its thriving technology
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KTR's Criticism: Telangana's
Economic Decline Due to
Bulldozer Policies

TPN, Hyderabad : Telangana's Minis-
ter K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) took to X (for-
merly Twitter) to sharply criticize the
state’s recent economic performance,
linking it to the government's so-
called "bulldozer policies.” KTR point-
ed out that for the first time in Telan-
gana's history, the state’s Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collections have
dropped to less than 1% growth, a sig-
nificant decline from the consistent
15% growth the state used to witness.

He sarcastically remarked that Telan-

gana is now "successfully competing
with Uttar Pradesh’'s economy,” with
the state ranking at the bottom in GST
collections. "The bulldozer economy
is giving bulldozer-like results,” KTR
quipped, highlighting the severe fi-
nancial consequences of what he sees
as destructive governance practices.

KTR also noted that while the state's
overall economic performance is
floundering, the excise department
remains one of the few areas show-
ing solid results, a pointed critique of

the government's misplaced priori-
ties.

He concluded by calling for an expla-
nation from Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, expressing hope that the CM
would address the state's economic
downturn and its impact on GST rev-
enues. "It takes special talent to ruin
a fully developed economy like Tel-
angana's,” KTR added, underscoring
his concern for the state's financial
future.

' Y polLiTiCS

Ministers and Officials Visit Seoul to
Study Waste-to-Energy Initiatives

TPN, Telangana : A delegation of ministers and officials
from Telangana, including Ministers Ponguleti and Pon-
nam Prabhakar, MP Chamala Kiran, Adviser to the Chief
Minister Vem Narender Reddy, the City Mayor, MLAs, and
officials from GHMC and the Musi River Development Au-
thority, visited Seoul, the capital of South Korea, to explore
waste management and energy generation technologies.

The team visited the Mapo Waste-to-Energy (WTE) re-
source recycling center, where the Seoul city government
is processing 1,000 tons of waste daily to generate elec-
tricity. The delegation observed the use of innovative WTE
technology, which enables the recycling of city waste
without causing harm to the environment.

Seoul is also planning to construct the world's largest un-
derground waste recycling plant over the next 10 years,
along with three additional plants in the city.

The Telangana government is now evaluating the feasi-
bility of implementing similar waste-to-energy policies,
adapted to local conditions, to improve sustainable waste
management in the state. The visit marks a step forward
in Telangana's efforts to adopt environmentally friendly
and energy-efficient solutions.

Kadiam Srihari Criticizes Central
Minister Bandi Sanjay

TPN , Hyderabad: Station Ghanpur MLA Kadiam Srihari
launched a scathing attack on Union Minister Bandi San-
jay on Monday, accusing him of neglecting his responsi-
bilities and staging protests instead of addressing issues
through proper channels. Speaking to the media, Kadiam
criticized Sanjay for "forgetting his role as a Union Minis-
ter" and "shamelessly blocking roads” instead of working
with the state’s Chief Minister to resolve problems.

Srihari went on to accuse both the BRS and BJP of being
indifferent to the development of Telangana, claiming
that both parties are more focused on competing for
power than helping the state. He defended Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy’s leadership, acknowledging financial dif-
ficulties, including a state debt of Rs. 7 lakh crores, which
affects salaries, pensions, and development programs.

The MILA alleged that the Kalvakuntla family had mis-
used public funds during the BRS regime, stating, “What
were KCR’s family assets in 2014, and how much are they
now?” He criticized Harish Rao and KTR for speaking of
honesty while questioning their track record. Kadiam
also took a dig at BRS, claiming they failed to conduct
even a single DSC in the last 10 years and thus had no

moral right to criticize the Congress.

He further alleged that both BRS and BJP were misleading
the unemployed and competing in a race to attack the
Congress government. Kadiam urged people to support
Revanth Reddy’s leadership, declaring that the Congress
flag would soon fly in local organizations under the lead-
ership of Prathapareddy in Jangaon.

KTR to Stop Satirical Comments on
Congress Government- Ponguleti

N

TPN , Hyderabad: Minister of Hous-
ing and Revenue, Ponguleti Srini-
vasa Reddy, strongly criticized BRS
Working President K.T. Rama Rao
(KTR) for his continuous satirical
remarks against the Telangana Con-
gress government. Ponguleti urged
KTR to stop making baseless allega-
tions and instead offer constructive
advice.

The minister accused KTR and BRS
leaders of spreading misinforma-

tion regarding key issues such as
Rythu Bandhu, government jobs,
Hydra, and Musi refugees. He dis-
missed claims that the Congress
government was inexperienced,
emphasizing that Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy has demonstrated
strong governance skills.

Ponguleti further questioned the
experience of KTR and his father,
former Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR), particular-
ly in designing major projects like
Kaleshwaram. He pointedly asked
what qualifications KTR possessed
as the Minister of Municipal Admin-
istration in the BRS government.

The minister called on KTR to focus
on serving the people rather than
making false accusations, stressing
that the Congress government is
committed to doing good for the peo-
ple. Ponguleti concluded by stating
that the people of Telangana would
not be swayed by empty words and
falsehoods from political leaders.

Malla Reddy Dance at
Granddaughter’s Sangeet

TPN , Hyderabad : Former minis-
ter Malla Reddy, known for his fi-
ery speeches, surprised everyone by
showcasing his dancing skills at his
granddaughter’'s sangeet ceremony.
At the age of 75, Malla Reddy amazed
the guests by performing an energet-
ic breakdance, leaving many in awe.

The event, held as
¢ part of the wedding
celebrations of Mal-
la Reddy’s grand-
daughter, daughter
of Malkajgiri MLA
Rajasekhar Reddy,
saw the former min-
ister steal the spot-
light with his lively
performance. The
wedding is sched-
uled to take place on October 27, and
Malla Reddy’s dance has already set
a festive tone for the celebrations.
His energy and enthusiasm at this
age have inspired many, proving
that age is just a number when it
comes to joy and celebration.

MP Raghunandan Rao Criticizes Revanth Government
Over Mutyalamma Temple Incident

TPN , Hyderabad: Medak MP Raghu-
nandan Rao has strongly criticized

the Revanth Reddy-led government
following the destruction of the

Amma idol in the Mutyalamma tem-

43 ple located under the Monda Mar-
ket Police Station in Secunderabad.
Raghunandan Rao condemned the
attack on the temple and urged the
State DGP to conduct a thorough in-
vestigation into the recent attacks on
religious shrines in Telangana, warn-
ing that such incidents hurt the sen-
timents of Hindus.

Rao also expressed concern over re-
ports that certain groups are allegedly
receiving training to disrupt societal
harmony in the name of "personali-
ty development.” After meeting with
DGP Jitender, the MP questioned why
the police had not acted sooner, de-
spite being aware of the attacks on
temples. He also called for the im-

mediate release of the Hindus who
were arrested in connection with the
Mutyalamma temple incident. Fur-
thermore, Rao alleged the presence of
sleeper cells from Bangladesh in the
state and urged the authorities not to
politicize the issue for electoral gain.

Maheswara Reddy Demands Action

BJP leader Eleti Maheswara Reddy
joined Raghunandan Rao in con-
demning the attacks and questioned
the failure of law enforcement in
maintaining peace and security. Red-
dy warned that the BJP would launch
a state-wide movement if action is
not taken against those responsible
for the attack on the Mutyalamma
temple, stressing that such incidents

cannot be repeated in Telangana
without consequences.

BJP Leaders Meet DGP

Following a meeting with the Gover-
nor, a group of BJP leaders, including
MPs Raghunandan Rao, Etala Ra-
jender, Konda Visveswara Reddy, BJLP
leader Eleti Maheswara Reddy, and
MLA Palwai Harish Babu, proceeded
to the DGP's office. MP Raghunandan
Rao personally drove the group to the
DGP's office, where they lodged com-
plaints against the alleged wrongful
arrests and lathi charge on Hindu
communities. The leaders demanded
swift action against the police offi-
cers responsible for mishandling the
situation.
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GHMC Commissioner Focuses on Controlling Illegal
Constructions, Calls for Prompt Action on Citizen Complaints

TPN , Hyderabad: GHMC Commission-
er Ilambarthi on Monday emphasized
the need for heightened attention to il-

legal constructions in the city. During
a public radio program at the Great-
er Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) head office, the commissioner
instructed the concerned departments
to take special initiatives to curb ille-
gal building activities. He also directed
the civic body’s legal officer to review
all ongoing court cases related to such
constructions.

In addition to addressing construc-
tion-related issues, Ilambarthi stressed
the importance of regular review of
matters concerning the health depart-
ment, including the issuance of birth
and death certificates. He called on all
concerned authorities to ensure that
citizen complaints are handled effi-

ciently.

The commissioner reiterated that the
primary goal of the Prajavani program
is to assist citizens and solve their is-
sues. He emphasized that Heads of De-
partments (HODs) must actively partic-
ipate in the Prajavani program, which
gathers public grievances.

According to a GHMC release, most of
the complaints received from the pub-
lic are related to the Town Planning De-
partment. The commissioner ordered
the Chief City Planner (CCP) to review
these issues and submit regular re-
ports to him. He also instructed all de-
partment officers to promptly address
complaints received through the media
and ensure swift resolution.

Protests Erupt in Rein Bazaar Over Social
Medla Post Task Force Deployed

TPN , Hyderabad, [Date]:
Tensions escalated in the
Rein Bazaar area of Hyder-

abad's Old City late Sunday
night after a large crowd
gathered to protest against

uation.

communal content posted
on social media by a man
identified as Thakur.
protest began when a few
individuals noticed the of-
fensive post and approached
the police to file a complaint.
As word spread, more people
joined, raising concerns of a
potential law and order sit-

To manage the unrest, addi-
tional police reinforcements,
including a Task Force team,
were deployed to the scene.

ra, confirmed that a com-
plaint had been lodged and a
case was registered against
the accused. “We are actively
searching for the individual
and will arrest him soon. We
urge people not to fall for ru-
mors,” she stated.

The protest, which began
around 11 p.m., continued
into the early hours of Mon-
day, with police dispersing
the crowd around 3 a.m. The
situation is now under con-
trol, but authorities remain
vigilant to prevent further
unrest.

The

DCP South Zone, Sneha Meh-

BRS Leaders Placed Under Unofficial House
Arrest Ahead of Group-1I Mains Exams

TPN , Hyderabad: As the Group-I Mains
exams began on Monday, several BRS
leaders, including working president
KT Rama Rao, were placed under un-
official house arrest by the police. Au-
thorities restricted their movements
and prevented any visitors from meet-
ing them, deploying a large number of
police personnel at their residences.

KT Rama Rao’s residence in Nandi
Nagar, Banjara Hills, was closely mon-

itored, with hundreds of policemen
and dozens of vehicles stationed in the
area. Similar security measures were
taken at the homes of other BRS lead-
ers, including RS Praveen Kumar and
Dubbak MLA Kotha Prabhakar Reddy.

The Group-I Mains exams, which will
run until October 27, have sparked op-
position from candidates. They are
protesting the GO 29 issued by the Con-
gress government, arguing that it vio-

lates reservation rules and denies mer-
it-based opportunities to candidates
from SC, ST, BC, and minority commu-
nities. A case challenging the govern-
ment order is set for hearing in the Su-
preme Court.

Around 34,383 candidates are appear-
ing for the exams, which have become
a contentious issue in the state’s polit-
ical landscape.

Hyderabad Police Chief Defends Actions,
Shares Videos to Clarify Muthyalamma
Temple Protest Incident

TPN , Hyderabad: Commissioner of
Police CV Anand urged citizens not to
believe misleading narratives sur-
rounding the police’s actions during
the protest at the Muthyalamma

temple. In an effort to provide clari- |
ty, Anand released a series of videos |

that shed light on what prompted
the police to use force during the
demonstration.

Initially, many had assumed the po-
lice used unnecessary force against

the protesters, leading to injuries °

among several individuals. Howev-
er, the videos shared by the Commis-
sioner reveal a different perspective.
In one video, protesters, some armed
with sticks, can be seen aggressively
charging towards police personnel,
hurling footwear and furniture at
them, including women constables.
The footage shows footwear hitting
an IG-rank officer and several oth-
er police officers on their heads and
faces.

As the mob continued its aggressive
actions and attempted to breach the

area near a place of prayer, the police
were left with no choice but to carry
out a lathi-charge to control the sit-
uation. Despite repeated warnings,
the unruly crowd failed to comply
with police instructions, prompting
the use of force to disperse them.

Fifteen policemen sustained inju-
ries during the incident. The police
emphasized that their actions were
necessary to ensure public order and
safety during the protest.

Indian Rock Python Rescued from
Osmansagar Crest Gates 1n Hyderabad

TPN R Hyderabad. An Indlan rock
python, measuring eight feet in
length and weighing around 20 kg,
was rescued from the crest gates of
Osmansagar dam by the Friends of
Snakes Society (FOS) and Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (HMWSSB) workers.

The python was found trapped in
the dam’s gates, struggling to free
itself. Water board staff quickly
spotted the reptile and immediate-

ly alerted Dakarapu Vara Prasad, a

snake expert and member of FOS,
Hyderabad. Responding promptly,
Prasad arrived at the scene, climbed
the dam with the help of HMWS-
SB workers, and safely rescued the
coiled snake.

The rescued python has been taken
to the Snake Rescue Centre in Bow-
rampet, where it will receive care
before being relocated to a suitable
habitat.

Two Students Go
Missing from
Rabindrabharathi
School Hostel in
Ranga Reddy

o
MISSING

2

TPN , Hyderabad: Two 9th-grade students,
Jaswanth Reddy and Chaitanya, have gone
missing from the Rabindrabharathi School
Hostel in Vanasthalipuram. The students

* TPN , Hyderabad: Surgeons
at the Durgabai Deshmukh
Renovo Cancer Centre in
Vidyanagar successfully per-
| formed a rare and complex
cancer treatment, Hyperther-
mic Intraperitoneal Chemo-
therapy (HIPEC), on a 52-year-
old woman from Mudigonda
village, Khammam. The pa-
tient had been suffering from
Pseudomyxoma Peritonei, a
rare form of abdominal and
pelvic cancer, causing ab-
dominal distension, breath-
lessness, loss of appetite, and
weight loss for the past four
months.

The surgery was led by Dr. U.
Azad Chandrashekhar, Med-
ical Director and Senior Sur-
gical Oncologist, and took 10

Rare Cancer Treatment Successfully Performed on 52-Year-0ld
Woman at Durgabai Deshmukh Renovo Cancer Centre
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to 12 hours to complete. The
procedure combined cytore-
ductive surgery with heated
chemotherapy directly ad-
ministered to the abdomen.
It included several complex
surgeries, such as Peritonec-
tomy, Gastrectomy, Jejunal
Resection, and Total Colecto-
my, among others.

Remarkably, the patient fully
recovered within a week, ac-
cording to Dr. Chandrashek-
har. The surgical team also
included Dr. Samanth (An-
esthesiologist), Dr. Raviku-
mar Reddy, Dr. Ullas, and Dr.
Rakesh Kumar (Surgical On-
cologists). This advanced pro-
cedure marks a significant
achievement in cancer treat-
ment at the centre.

reportedly left the hostel at midnight, and
their families filed a complaint at the Va-
nasthalipuram police station.

According to the complaint, the children
managed to leave the hostel due to the negli-
gence of the hostel authorities, with reports
indicating that the hostel's grilles were bent,
allowing their escape.

The hostel warden has been criticized for
their careless response to the situation,
prompting concerns about security and su-
pervision at the facility. The police have
launched an investigation into the matter,
and efforts are underway to locate the miss-

ing students.

pally,

TPN , Secunderabad : A dead body discovered in
an Audi car caused a major commotion in Mared-
Secunderabad. Locals grew suspicious
when they noticed the body being transported in
the luxury vehicle and immediately intervened.

Upon investigation, it was found that the de-
ceased was a young boy who had reportedly died

ney.

Dead Body Found in Audi Car Creates
Stir in Secunderabad’s Maredpally

from an electric shock. The individuals trans-
porting the body were allegedly attempting to
discreetly shift it to Uttar Pradesh, without no-
tifying the authorities. After being stopped by
locals, they quickly transferred the body into an
ambulance in an attempt to continue their jour-

The police were informed of the situation, and
the body was taken to Gandhi Hospital for further
investigation. Authorities are now looking into
the circumstances surrounding the boy's death
and the attempted clandestine transportation.
Locals have also urged the police to file a formal

complaint to ensure proper action is taken.
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Minister Jupalli Highlights Congress
Party’s Efforts in Nizamabad District
and Criticizes BRS

TPN , NIZAMABAD: Minister Ju-
palli on Monday praised Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy for giving
significant priority to Nizamabad
District, particularly in securing
nominated posts for the region. He
urged party members to continue
strengthening the Congress party
and work together for the success
of party candidates in the upcom-
ing MLC and local body elections.

Jupalli emphasized the impor-
tance of active participation in
voter registration efforts and
stressed the need for Congress to
win the graduate MLC election by
a large majority. He also urged the
party to counter opposition at-
tempts to tarnish Congress's im-
age.

Reflecting on the past decade of
BRS rule, Jupalli criticized the fi-
nancial mismanagement under
the previous government, citing
the borrowing of Rs. 7 lakh crore

without fulfilling key promises.
He highlighted the Congress gov-
ernment’s initiatives, including
employee promotions, timely sal-
ary payments, and the ongoing
transfer process.

He also accused BRS leaders of

spreading falsehoods and provok-
ing people for political gain, par-
ticularly in the Musi basin area.
Jupalli called on Congress ranks
to counter this misinformation
and explain the development and
welfare initiatives of the Congress
government.

Tirumala Controversy:

Jadcherla MLA's Sensational
Comments

TPN , Tirumala : Jadcherla MLA Anirudh Reddy stirred controversy
with his remarks regarding VIP darshan at Tirumala. VIP and rec-
ommendation-based darshans are common in many prominent
temples across India, including Tirumala. These are often facilitat-
ed through protocol. However, Reddy expressed disappointment over
the denial of darshan to those arriving with recommendation letters
from Telangana leaders.

Speaking at the Tirumala temple, the MLA criticized the Andhra
Pradesh government, highlighting a perceived bias. "The Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister claims that both Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh are like two eyes to him. Yet, when people from Telangana
come with recommendation letters, they are not allowed for dar-
shan,” Reddy remarked, sarcastically asking, "Has Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu decided to remove one eye now?"

Reddy also pointed out that Telangana temples, such as Yadagirigut-
ta and Bhadrachalam, honor recommendation letters from Andhra
leaders. In contrast, Telangana pilgrims visiting Tirumala are denied
even basic amenities like rooms. He further noted that even when
leaders from Andhra were in the opposition, they sought refuge in
Hyderabad without facing any objections.

Center is looking to privatize
Singareni- Brinda Karat

TPN, Telangana : In a powerful address at the Fourth Congress of Aid-
wa State in Bhadradri Kothagudem, National Aidwa leader Brinda Kar-
at spoke out against the challenges faced by tribal and Dalit commu-
nities in the Manuguru region due to the operations of Singareni Open
Cast mines (0Cs). Karat highlighted that these communities were
evicted without compensation, criticizing the central government for
its plans to privatize Singareni, which is partly owned by the state.

Karat strongly condemned the Modi government’s policies, accusing
it of fostering a corporate-driven agenda and promoting bigotry. She
expressed concern over the lack of basic rights for women, stating that
90% of women across the country do not receive the minimum wage
under the Employment Guarantee Scheme, and laborers often go un-
paid due to failures in digital payment systems.

Karat also called attention to the rising prices of essential goods, par-
ticularly food items like onions, which have become unaffordable for
many. She noted the disturbing rise in dowry-related deaths, which
have claimed 65,000 women’s lives over the past decade. Karat crit-
icized the central government's silence on issues affecting women,
minorities, and Muslim women, as sexual assaults against women
surged by 28% between 2014 and 2023.

She demanded that the Congress government in Telangana imple-
ment the six guarantees concerning housing and land rights for the
poor. She concluded by emphasizing Aidwa’s commitment to advanc-
ing women’s democratic rights and combating corporate exploitation.

Tractor Accident
Claims Two Lives
in NSP Canal
Near Bidia Tanda,
Khammam

TPN , Khammam : A tragic ac-
cident occurred near Bidia Tan-
da village in Konijerla Mandal
of Khammam district when a
tractor lost control and plunged
into the NSP (Nagarjuna Sagar
Project) canal. Two individuals
lost their lives in the mishap.

The deceased have been identi-
fied as Banoth Bhemji (40) and
Banoth Saidulu (36), both hail-
ing from Vyra. Reports suggest
that another individual is miss-
ing and is feared to have been
swept away in the canal.

Police have arrived at the scene,
and rescue operations are un-
derway to locate the missing
person. The incident has caused
significant disruption, leading
to a traffic halt in the area. Au-
thorities are continuing their
efforts to manage the situation
and clear the traffic.

Residents Protest Demolition
Attempts in Khammam’s

TPN , Khammam : In a tense standoff
in Khammam, municipal authorities at-
tempted to demolish houses in the Three-
town BCK Garden area without prior notice
or permission. The move sparked strong
opposition from the residents, who have
lived in the colony for over 50 years and
possess all necessary permits, including
house tax, water tax, and electricity bills.

The residents expressed their frustration,
questioning how their homes could be de-
molished after decades of hard work in
building them. They highlighted that the
authorities had previously granted permis-
sions for the houses, making the sudden
attempt to demolish them unjustified.

The protest grew as residents rallied to-
gether to halt the demolition efforts, caus-
ing the authorities to retreat. The incident
reflects growing concerns among resi-

Threetown BCK Garde_n
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dents in Khammam and across the state,
as municipal authorities are reportedly
preparing to carry out similar actions in
other areas.

The community’s resistance has brought
attention to the need for clearer communi-
cation and transparency in the demolition
process, especially when long-established
homes and the livelihoods of families are
at stake.

Woman Dies in Fall
While Escaping Monkey

Attack in Nirmal

TPN , Telangana : In a tragic incident in

Khanapur town, Nirmal, a 50-year-old
woman, lost her life while trying to escape
an attack by a troop of monkeys. The wom-
an, Bongoni Laxmi, a beedi-rolling work-
er, fell from her tin-roofed house and sus-
tained severe head injuries, leading to her
immediate death.

Khanapur Sub-Inspector A. Rahul reported
that the woman was asleep when the mon-
keys caused a disturbance on the roof of her
house. In a bid to flee from the attack, Lax-
mi fell and died on the spot. Her husband,
Ganga Goud, filed a complaint with the po-
lice, leading to the registration of a case.

The incident has raised concerns among
local residents, who are facing increasing
difficulties due to a growing monkey men-
ace in the area. Many have expressed fear
of venturing out onto the streets due to the
presence of aggressive monkeys. Residents
have urged the Khanapur municipality to
take immediate action to control the situ-
ation and ensure the safety of the commu-
nity.

Case Registered
Against Former
Minister Jogu
Ramanna

TPN , Telangana : A case has been reg-
istered against former minister Jogu
Ramanna and five other TRS leaders at
Bela police station in Adilabad district.
The action follows allegations that they
made inappropriate comments about
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy during a
TRS dharna at Bela mandal center.

The complaint also accuses the group of
humiliating a flexi of CM Revanth Red-
dy, an act that reportedly caused public
outrage. The case was filed based on
the complaint lodged by local Congress
leaders who were present at the event.

The police have initiated an investiga-
tion, and the incident is being closely
monitored in the region amid height-
ened political tensions.

BJP Leader Kasam Venkateshwarlu
Criticizes CM Revanth Reddy Over
Catchment Area Plans

TPN , Telangana :

BJP state gener-

al secretary Kasam Venkateshwarlu
has sharply criticized Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy, claiming he "won
the lucky lottery” to become CM. Ven-
kateshwarlu made these remarks in a
speech addressing upcoming tours of
the closed catchment area by teams of
MPs and MLAs on the 23rd and 24th of
this month. These teams will visit 18 lo-
cations, and a Maha Dharna program is
planned at Indira Park Dharna Chowk
on the 25th.

Venkateshwarlu further slammed Re-
vanth Reddy’s actions, accusing him
of creating difficulties for the public
while failing to provide a Detailed Proj-
ect Report (DPR) for discussions during
all-party meetings. He criticized Re-
vanth Reddy's approach as immature,
referring to his actions as "Balak Bud-
dhi.”

In his remarks, Venkateshwarlu also
emphasized the BJP's commitment to
preserving the interests of the people in
the closed catchment areas, stating that
any disturbances would be met with re-
sistance. He asserted that the BJP would

2 i

fight for the people and vowed to en-
sure that the Congress party, which he
claimed was causing unrest, would not
succeed. Additionally, Venkateshwarlu

P

proposed the construction of a retaining
wall on both sides of the shutter as part
of the beautification efforts without dis-
rupting the public.
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OPINION

As President Biden approaches the
midpoint of his term, it’s an oppor-
tune moment to evaluate his for-
eign policy amidst the backdrop of
his decision not to seek re-election.
He inherited a complex global land-
scape marked by a pandemic and
the chaotic legacy of his predeces-
sor's unpredictable foreign policy,
which had alienated allies and em-
boldened adversaries.

Upon taking office, Biden sought to
stabilize U.S. foreign policy, re-es-
tablishing normalcy within NATO
and rejoining international agree-
ments. He maintained continuity
in dealing with China and the Iran
nuclear situation, yet his approach
was often characterized by a reluc-
tance to engage militarily, border-
ing on isolationism. This hesitance
resulted in missed opportunities
and allowed rivals like China and
Russia to strengthen ties with key
Middle Eastern nations.

The most significant challenge to

Biden's presidency came with the
withdrawal from Afghanistan.
After two decades of military en-
gagement, the decision to pull out
troops by July 2021, despite warn-
ings from advisors about the con-
sequences, resulted in a swift Tal-
iban takeover. This chaotic exit not
only demoralized Afghan forces but
also symbolized a dramatic fail-
ure for U.S. foreign policy, leaving
behind substantial military assets
and a lasting sense of unreliability
in American commitments.

Biden’s foreign policy has also been
severely tested in the Middle East,
particularly with the Israel-Gaza
conflict. The Biden administration's
efforts to normalize relations be-
tween Israel and Arab states faced
significant backlash as Hamas
launched a devastating attack on
October 7, 2023. The response from
the U.S. was marked by mixed sig-
nals—supporting Israel while call-
ing for humanitarian relief—which
contributed to further escalation in

Assessing Biden's Foreign
Policy: A Mixed Legacy

violence and suffering.

In the ongoing conflict in Ukraine,
Biden’s strategy has been similarly
inconsistent. His administration
hesitated to impose clear red lines
regarding NATO expansion, and
while substantial military aid was
provided to Ukraine, the effective-
ness of this support has been ques-
tioned. Sanctions against Russia,
though extensive, have not signifi-
cantly curtailed its actions, high-
lighting the challenges of main-
taining a coherent foreign policy
amid shifting geopolitical dynam-
ics.

While Biden did not create these
crises, his responses reveal a pres-
idency grappling with the com-
plexities of modern international
relations. As the world watches,
the question remains: will Biden's
foreign policy legacy be defined by
stability and renewed alliances, or
by missed opportunities and ongo-
ing conflicts?

Signs of Thaw: S Jaishankar's Visit
to Islamabad and Its Implications

The recent visit of Indian External

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Is-
lamabad for the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) meeting on
October 16 has sparked a glimmer
of hope in the historically tense In-
dia-Pakistan relationship. This visit
marks the first time in nine years
that a high-ranking Indian cabinet
minister has set foot in Pakistan,
highlighting the prolonged absence
of political dialogue between the
two neighboring nations.

Although expectations for this vis-
it to address longstanding bilateral
issues—some dating back to Octo-
ber 1947—were low, the absence of
harsh rhetoric during Jaishankar's
trip stands out as a noteworthy de-
velopment. In contrast to the previ-
ous SCO meeting held in Goa in May
2023, where contentious exchanges
dominated the discussions, this
meeting maintained a relatively

cordial atmosphere. Notably, there
were no provocative references to
Kashmir or the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 by Pakistan, suggesting a
more constructive dialogue envi-
ronment.

Jaishankar's visit comes at a time
when both nations are grappling
with a complex web of challenges.
The mutual mistrust and historical
grievances have often hampered
progress in diplomatic relations.
Yet, the lack of acrimony during
this encounter signals a potential
shift towards a more stable inter-
action. This could open avenues for
addressing critical issues in the fu-
ture, albeit cautiously.

The SCO platform itself serves as
a neutral ground, where member
nations can engage in discussions
beyond their bilateral grievances.
Jaishankar's presence in Islam-

abad, therefore, can be interpreted
not only as a diplomatic gesture
but also as an acknowledgment of
the need for dialogue amid ongoing
regional challenges. The visit may
indicate a willingness on both sides
to explore avenues for cooperation,
particularly in areas of mutual in-
terest such as trade, counterterror-
ism, and regional stability.

While it is premature to anticipate
significant breakthroughs, the cur-
rent thaw in relations could pave
the way for more consistent dip-
lomatic engagement. Both nations
must capitalize on this positive
momentum to build trust and ad-
dress the pressing issues that have
long plagued their relationship. As
they navigate this delicate path,
the international community will
be watching closely, hoping for
a more peaceful and cooperative
South Asian landscape.

Naya Kashmir:

A New Chapter

for Jammu & Kashmir

The recent transition of power in Jammu
& Kashmir, marked by Omar Abdullah's
swearing-in as Chief Minister, signals a
hopeful vision of "Naya Kashmir." This
concept, rooted in the 92-year history of
the Jammu & Kashmir National Confer-
ence (NC), represents a commitment to
progressive governance and restoration of
statehood.

One of Abdullah’s first acts as Chief Min-
ister was to pass a resolution advocating
for the restoration of statehood, swiftly
approved by Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Joshi. Following this, Abdullah plans to
seek the endorsement of the Prime Min-
ister and Union Home Minister, further
underscoring a shift toward normalcy in
the region.

The NC’s historical vision for Naya Kash-
mir dates back to 1944, when it adopted
a Left-oriented manifesto aimed at so-
cio-economic reforms, encompassing ed-
ucation, women's rights, and health care.
This manifesto emerged as a response to
the conditions under the Dogra monarchy
and laid the groundwork for significant
reforms after India’s accession in 1947.

Under the leadership of Sheikh Moham-
med Abdullah, the NC implemented
crucial agrarian reforms that abolished
feudal land ownership and introduced fa-
vorable tenancy laws for small farmers.
These reforms were instrumental in alle-
viating poverty in the region. The Sheikh
was also progressive in women’s rights,
abolishing purdah practices, though such
advancements have faced challenges
since the rise of extremism in the late
1980s.

In the contemporary context, the Mo-
di-Shah administration’s policies since
the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A in
August 2019 have aimed to create a new
integration framework for Jammu &
Kashmir, granting universal rights to all

s

Indian citizens. This reflects a broader
ambition to incorporate the region into
the national mainstream while ensuring
equitable development.

Abdullah’s inauguration as Chief Minis-
ter represents a pivotal moment for Naya
Kashmir 2.0, as he embraces a more con-
ciliatory approach towards the Union Gov-
ernment. His comments acknowledging
Prime Minister Modi as "an honourable
gentleman” and his decision to delay the
demand for Article 370 restoration illus-
trate a commitment to collaboration over
confrontation.

The recent elections showcased the NC’s
electoral strength, winning 75% of the
seats in the Kashmir Valley, while the BJP
secured its highest-ever tally in Jammu.
The NC has also formed alliances with in-
dependent MLAs, reinforcing its position
in the legislative assembly.

With a balanced approach that respects
regional sentiments, Abdullah’s admin-
istration aims to foster cooperation while
navigating the complexities of gover-
nance in a historically tumultuous re-
gion. As Naya Kashmir 2.0 unfolds, the fo-
cus will be on sustained progress and the
realization of long-standing aspirations
for peace and development in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Governance and Inequality: The
Unseen Struggles of a Coastal
Adivasi Community

The pressing question remains: will the
upcoming elections lead to improved
governance? Unfortunately, the likely
answer is no. A significant factor con-
tributing to this pessimism is the me-
dia's frequent neglect of governance
issues. Recently, I had an eye-opening
experience that underscores this reali-

ty.

I spent a day in a seemingly affluent
village along the Konkan coast, not far
from Mumbai—a place where wealthy
businessmen, Bollywood celebrities,
and sports stars have established their
holiday homes. In recent years, the
village has also seen a boom in mid-
dle-class tourism, with residents con-
verting their homes into homestay ho-
tels, offering both air-conditioned and
non-air-conditioned accommodations.
The juxtaposition of wealth and poverty
here is stark.

Yet, hidden in the heart of this prosper-
ous village is an Adivasi enclave where
the tide of progress has failed to reach.
This community is marked by glaring
disparities, existing in a bubble of pov-
erty amid the affluence surrounding
them. As I reflected on the upcoming
Maharashtra elections, my inquiries
shifted from general observations to
specific questions about the communi-
ty's conditions over the past five years
since the last Vidhan Sabha elections.

The responses were disheartening.
Despite the prosperity enjoyed by the
broader village, the Adivasi residents
reported minimal change in their living
conditions. Access to basic amenities
such as clean water, healthcare, and
education remained woefully inade-
guate. They expressed feelings of exclu-
sion and neglect, as though they were
invisible to the political machinery that
promised development.

This disconnect raises critical ques-
tions about the nature of governance
in the region. As politicians campaign
and make grand promises, it is imper-
ative to consider who benefits from
their policies. The apparent prosperity
in the village masks the stark realities
faced by marginalized communities.
Unless these issues are brought to the
forefront, the cycle of neglect will likely
continue.

The media has a crucial role to play in
highlighting these disparities and hold-
ing leaders accountable. Failing to do so
perpetuates a narrative that overlooks
the struggles of the most vulnerable.
As the election approaches, it is essen-
tial for discussions surrounding gover-
nance to encompass not only economic
growth but also social equity and justice.
The hope for change lies in acknowl-
edging the voices of the overlooked and
ensuring that no community is left be-
hind in the pursuit of prosperity.
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PM Modi: India as a Model
for Digital Innovation and
Democracy

In his keynote address at the NDTV
World Summit, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi emphasized that India
has demonstrated how digital inno-
vation can coexist with democratic
values. He highlighted India's Digital
Public Infrastructure as a significant
topic of discussion at internation-
al forums, noting the admiration
it has garnered from global lead-
ers, including Nobel laureate Paul
Romer.

Modi pointed out that while India
lacked the first-mover advantage
during the Internet revolution, it has
created a unique model that priori-
tizes inclusivity. "Countries that led
the digital charge often saw benefits
limited to a few, driven by private
corporations. In contrast, India has
democratized technology, present-
ing a new approach to digital public
infrastructure,” he explained.

The Prime Minister elaborated on
the government's role in developing
platforms that foster innovation. He
cited the seamless integration of ini-
tiatives like Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and
mobile connectivity, which have
transformed service delivery into
a fast and efficient system. "With

UPI, India has witnessed a fintech
explosion, with over 500 million
digital transactions occurring dai-
ly. This growth is not just limited to
large corporations; it includes small
shopkeepers and street vendors,” he
noted.

Furthermore, Modi spoke about ini-
tiatives such as PM Gati Shakti and
ONDC, asserting that India exempli-
fies how digital progress can pro-
mote transparency, inclusion, and
empowerment rather than control
and division. "This is a pivotal mo-
ment in the 21Ist century. Stability is
crucial for growth, and India is com-
mitted to achieving it. For the first
time in six decades, the people have
bestowed a third-term mandate
upon a government, signaling a de-
sire for stability,” he stated.

On climate change, the Prime Min-
ister acknowledged the global chal-
lenge it poses and affirmed India's
commitment to leading in this area,
despite its minimal contribution to
global emissions. "We have made
green transitions a cornerstone of
our growth strategy,” he concluded,
reaffirming India’s proactive stance
on climate action.

Priyanka Gandhi Set to File Nomination
for Wayanad Lok Sabha Bypoll

Af
A

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra is set to file her nomination
for the Wayanad Lok Sabha bypoll on
Wednesday, October 23. Party sourc-
es indicate that prominent leaders,
including Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge, former party chiefs
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, will
be present to lend their support during
the nomination process.

Ahead of her nomination, Priyanka
Gandhi met with Kharge on Monday
to receive his blessings. On the day of
the nomination, she and Rahul Gandhi
will lead a roadshow from the Kalpetta
New Bus Stand at 11 AM before submit-
ting her nomination to the district col-
lector at noon.

Priyanka Gandhi, 52, is the UDF can-
didate for the Wayanad seat, marking
her electoral debut in the Kerala con-
stituency. This bypoll comes five years
after she entered active politics, and her
candidacy has generated considerable
excitement among party workers, who
have adorned the constituency with
posters declaring her “Wayanadinte

By

Priyankari” or “Wayanad's beloved.”

Following the recent announcement
of the bypolls by the Election Commis-
sion (EC), the Congress party wasted
no time in declaring Priyanka Gandhi
as its candidate for Wayanad, a seat
previously held by her brother Rahul
Gandhi. This strategic move positions
her to make her parliamentary debut
if elected, and it would mark the first
time that Sonia, Rahul, and Priyanka
Gandhi serve in Parliament together.

The bypoll for Wayanad, along with
the Nanded Lok Sabha seat and 47 As-
sembly constituencies, is scheduled
for November 13, with results to be an-
nounced on November 23. Privanka’s
candidacy comes at a crucial juncture
for the Congress, especially after recent
electoral setbacks, including losses in
Haryana.

Throughout her political journey, Pri-
yanka Gandhi has been viewed as a
potential challenger to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and a possible suc-
cessor to her mother, Sonia Gandhi.

Haryana Portfolios Allocated; CM
Nayab Saini Keeps Home, Finance

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini has taken charge of several key
departments, including home and
finance, as he allocates portfolios to
his Council of Ministers following the
swearing-in of the new government
three days ago. In total, Mr. Saini will
oversee 12 portfolios, including plan-
ning, excise and taxation, town and
country planning, urban estates, in-
formation, public relations, language
and culture, criminal investigation,
law and legislative affairs, and hous-
ing for all.

Anil Vij, who previously held the home
portfolio under former Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, has been as-
signed energy and transport, along
with the labour department. The
health department, previously man-
aged by Vij, has now been entrusted to
Arti Singh Rao, who will also oversee
medical education and research, as
well as Ayush departments.

Mr. Saini, aged 54, was sworn in as
the Chief Minister of Haryana during
a grand ceremony in Panchkula, at-
tended by notable leaders from the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, alongside a large crowd of sup-
porters from across the state. Along-
side him, 13 MLAs, including two
women, took their oaths of office.

Rao Narbir Singh has been allocated
the industries and commerce, envi-
ronment, forests, and wildlife depart-
ments, while Mahipal Dhanda will
manage the school education sector.
Other notable allocations include Vi-
pul Goel, who will handle revenue,
disaster management, urban local
bodies, and civil aviation, and Arvind
Sharma, who will oversee jails and
cooperation.

In the agriculture sector, Shyam Singh
Rana will be in charge of the agricul-
ture and farmers welfare department,
while Ranbir Gangwa will manage
public health engineering. Krishan
Kumar Bedi will handle social jus-
tice, empowerment, and welfare for

Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Backward
Classes (BCs), while Shruti Choudhry
will oversee the women and child de-
velopment portfolio.

Among other appointments, Kris-
han Lal Panwar has been allocated
development and panchayats, and
mines and geology. Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Rajesh Nagar
will manage food, civil supplies, and
consumer affairs, while Gaurav Gau-
tam (Independent Charge) will focus
on youth empowerment, entrepre-
neurship, and sports. The Governor of
Haryana has allocated these portfoli-
os on the advice of the Chief Minister,
as per the official order.

Maldives to Implement UPI

Following Indian Expertise

The President of Maldives, Mohamed
Muizzu, has announced plans to in-
troduce the Unified Payment Interface
(UPI) in the island nation, a decision
backed by his Cabinet on Sunday. This
initiative follows India’s commitment
to share its expertise in digital and fi-
nancial services, particularly during
President Muizzu's recent state visit to
India.

The implementation of UPI is ex-
pected to significantly benefit the
Maldivian economy by enhancing fi-
nancial inclusion, improving trans-
action efficiency, and strengthening
the country's digital infrastructure. A
statement from the President’s office
noted that the decision was made af-
ter careful consideration of a report
presented by the Minister of Econom-
ic Development and Trade during a
Cabinet meeting.

To facilitate the rollout of UPI, Presi-
dent Muizzu has decided to establish
a consortium that will include banks,
telecom companies, state-owned en-
terprises, and fintech firms operat-
ing within the Maldives. This collab-
orative effort aims to streamline the
introduction of digital payment solu-
tions.

Furthermore, the President appointed
TradeNet Maldives Corporation Lim-
ited, a leading agency with a track
record of success, to head the consor-
tium. This appointment is expected to
leverage the agency’s expertise to en-

sure a smooth implementation pro-
cess.

To oversee the establishment of UPI,
an interagency coordination team
will be formed, comprising represen-
tatives from the Ministry of Finance,
the Ministry of Homeland Security
and Technology, and the Maldives
Monetary Authority. This team will
collaborate with the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Development and Trade to en-
sure effective execution of the project.

During his state visit to India, Pres-
ident Muizzu also witnessed the
launch of RuPay cards in the Mal-
dives, aimed at enhancing payment
convenience for both Indian tourists
visiting the islands and Maldivian
citizens traveling to India. This initia-
tive is part of a broader effort to fos-
ter digital and financial cooperation
between the two nations, marking a
significant step toward modernizing
the Maldivian economy.

1
Remarks on PM’s

degree: SC upholds
summons against
Arvind Kejriwal

The Supreme Court today dis-
missed the petition filed by for-
mer Delhi Chief Minister and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) chief Arvind
Kejriwal, challenging a criminal
defamation case against him re-
garding remarks he made about
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
educational qualifications. The def-
amation suit, initiated by Gujarat
University, stems from public com-
ments made by Kejriwal, in which
he questioned the validity of Modi's
academic credentials, particularly
his degree from Gujarat Universi-
ty. Gujarat University perceived
Kejriwal's remarks as derogatory
and damaging to its reputation,
prompting the university's regis-
trar, Piyush Patel, to file a criminal
defamation case against both Ke-
jriwal and AAP leader Sanjay Singh.
The origins of the case date back to
2016 when the Central Information
Commission (CIC) directed Delhi
University and Gujarat University
to disclose details about PM Modi's
degree in response to Kejriwal's de-
mands for transparency.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Sta-
lin made headlines on Monday with
his remarks regarding the Lok Sabha
delimitation exercise, suggesting that
it could influence couples to consider
having larger families. Speaking at a
marriage ceremony for 31 couples or-
ganized by the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments department,
he referenced a traditional Tamil say-
ing, "pathinarum petru peru vazhvu
vazhga,” which translates to acquiring
16 types of wealth for a prosperous life.

Stalin noted that the ongoing census
and delimitation process, which will
reshape India's electoral map, might
encourage newly married couples to
abandon the notion of having smaller
families. He remarked, "The Parliament
delimitation process may encourage

couples to have many children and give
up thoughts of a small family.” Howev-
er, he emphasized the importance of
giving Tamil names to their children,
regardless of family size.

Historically, the phrase used by elders
meant to bless newlyweds with vari-
ous forms of prosperity—such as fame,
education, and wealth—not necessari-
ly with the idea of raising 16 children.

Over time, societal trends have shifted
toward smaller family units, as many
believe that fewer children contribute
to better economic stability and pros-

perity.

Stalin's comments have sparked a con-
versation about family planning and
cultural beliefs in Tamil Nadu. While
some may interpret his statements as
a light-hearted nod to tradition, others
argue that they reflect deeper social dy-
namics surrounding family size and
economic considerations in contempo-
rary society.

The Chief Minister's remarks also coin-
cide with ongoing discussions about the
significance of the census and delimi-
tation process in determining political
representation and resource allocation.
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India Has Double Al Power: Modi at World Summit 2024

At the NDTV World Summit, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi highlight-
ed the concept of "Aspirational In-
dia" as a driving force behind the
country's growth in the era of Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI). He empha-
sized that while Al is transforming
industries globally, India is unique-
ly empowered by the dual forces of
Aspirational India and Artificial In-
telligence.

"This is the era of Al, and the fu-
ture is intertwined with it. For the
world, it represents Artificial Intel-
ligence, but in India, it's a combi-
nation of Aspirational India and
Artificial Intelligence. When these
two elements converge, they accel-
erate India's growth,” Modi stated.

The Prime Minister underscored
his government's commitment to
integrating Al into various sectors,
asserting that 2023 marks a signif-
icant step in this mission. "There is
no time for rest. My government is
tirelessly working to fulfill India's
dreams, positioning the nation as
a beacon of hope amid global cri-
ses,” he remarked, noting India's
proactive approach to addressing
a myriad of challenges on an un-
precedented scale.

Modi also took a moment to ad-
dress his political opposition, stat-
ing that the traditional practice of

comparing current government
performance with previous admin-
istrations will no longer suffice.
"Historically, governments have
compared their achievements with
those of their predecessors. While
we have followed that path, the
time has come to shift our focus.
Our new metric for success will be
our aspirations for the future, spe-
cifically the vision of a 'developed
India’ by 2047," he explained.

This forward-looking perspective
underscores Modi's ambition to
not only harness technological
advancements but also to create
a socio-economic environment
that fosters growth and develop-
ment. By linking Aspirational India
with technological innovation, the
Prime Minister aims to galvanize
the nation toward realizing its full
potential, setting a trajectory for
success that aligns with global ad-
vancements in Al.

S. Jaishankar on Russia: A
Strategic Partner for India’s Future

During the NDTV World Summit in New
Delhi, External Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar articulated India's emerging role
on the global stage, discussing the coun-
try's foreign policy across key relation-
ships with nations such as the US, China,
and Russia, as well as its position in South
Asia.

Jaishankar emphasized the long-standing
relationship between India and Russia, de-
scribing it as a "time-tested” partnership.
He stated, "Since Independence in 1947,
Russia has never acted against India’s in-
terests,” highlighting the significance of
this relationship in today’s geopolitical
landscape, especially as Russia turns more
towards Asia. He pointed out that India's
growing resource demands align well
with Russia’s abundant natural resources,
creating a mutual economic interest.

On the topic of China, Jaishankar noted
a "positive outcome” from recent discus-
sions regarding the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), indicating that Indian and Chinese
troops would return to their pre-2020 pa-
trolling arrangements. He described the
recent agreements as a step towards dis-
engagement, reassuring that both nations
are moving towards a more stable border
situation.

Shifting focus to India's neighbor-
hood-first policy, Jaishankar outlined the
importance of fostering strong ties with
neighboring countries like Sri Lanka, Bhu-
tan, and Bangladesh. He reiterated India’s
commitment to being a reliable partner
during crises, as seen during Sri Lanka's
economic difficulties.

In a candid discussion about Canada, Jais-
hankar criticized Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s government for perceived dou-
ble standards regarding diplomatic rela-
tions. He expressed concern over Canada’s
handling of Indian diplomats, stating that
the Canadian government imposes re-
strictions on Indian officials while allow-
ing its own diplomats to operate freely in
India.
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Global South Looks To India’s Leadership: Bhutan PM At World Summit

SUPERCHARGED BY

At the World Summit, Bhutan's Prime
Minister Dasho Tshering Tobgay
praised India's growing influence and
leadership, asserting that the Global
South trusts India to address signifi-
cant global challenges, including the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict. "The
world needs India, and I am very hap-
py that you have identified this cen-
tury as India's century,” he remarked,
highlighting the importance of India’s
role on the world stage.

Tobgay emphasized India’s remark-
able achievements, noting its status
as the world’s most populous coun-
try with a booming economy that has
surpassed $3 trillion. He argued that

lion mark if not for the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. With a diaspora
of nearly 35 million, he stated that In-
dia stands out not only in economic
terms but also in terms of leadership,
which is trusted by nations in the
Global South.

"The Global South looks to India for
leadership,” Tobgay stated. He ex-
pressed confidence in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's ability to mediate
and resolve contemporary issues, in-
cluding economic challenges and the
need for vaccines during the pandem-
ic. He further asserted, "If there is any
person who can sort out today's prob-
lems, it is Prime Minister Modi."

Reflecting on his own background, To-
bgay shared how his education in In-
dia shaped his service to Bhutan. Born
in Kalimpong, West Bengal, he em-
phasized the impact of Indian educa-
tors on his development, saying that
many Bhutanese benefited from ed-
ucation in India during a time when
resources were limited in their own
country.

In addition to discussing India's eco-
nomic prowess, Tobgay commended
India for its proactive stance on cli-
mate change. He noted that with a
population of 1.5 billion, India is suc-
cessfully balancing energy needs with
environmental responsibilities, set-

India could have crossed the $5 tril-

ting a model for the world.

Prabowo Subianto Takes
Oath As Indonesia President,
Swears In Cabinet

Jakarta: Prabowo Subianto was officially sworn in as Indone-
sia’s eighth president on Sunday and promptly inaugurated
his cabinet, reflecting a continuity of policies from his pre-
decessor, Joko "Jokowi” Widodo. In his inaugural address to
lawmakers, Prabowo vowed to combat corruption and pur-
sue self-sufficiency in food and energy, setting an ambitious
agenda for his administration.

The new cabinet comprises 48 ministries with over 100 min-
isters and deputies. Notable reappointments include Sri
Mulyani Indrawati as fi-
nance minister and Bah-
lil Lahadalia as energy
minister. Sri Mulyani, a
former World Bank man-
aging director, will over-
see major initiatives such
as providing free meals to
approximately 20 million
children, a program es-
timated to cost the state
budget 71 trillion rupiah
(around $4.6 billion) in
its first year. This initia-
tive aligns with Prabowo's
goal of maintaining the
annual fiscal deficit below
the legally mandated 3%
of GDP.

Political analysts, including Burhanuddin Muhtadi, suggest
that Prabowo’s cabinet selections indicate a desire to continue
Jokowi’s economic policies without significant risk. The re-
tention of key figures like chief economic minister Airlangga
Hartarto and state-owned enterprises minister Erick Thohir
aims to ensure stability and continuity in governance.

The new administration also sees Sugiono, a deputy in Pra-
bowo's political party and former head of the parliamentary
commission on foreign policy, stepping in as foreign minis-
ter. Luhut Pandjaitan, who played a pivotal role in Jokowi's
government, has been appointed to lead Indonesia’s National
Economic Council, further solidifying ties to the previous ad-
ministration.

"Not Your Land": Australia
Senator Heckles King Charles
At Parliament

Indigenous senator Lidia Thorpe created a stir during King Charles’ visit
to the Australian parliament on Monday, shouting anti-colonial slo-
gans that echoed her fierce opposition to the monarchy. Following the
king's speech, Thorpe launched into a passionate tirade, demanding,
"Give us our land back! Give us what you stole from us!" Her nearly min-
ute-long outburst drew shocked reactions from assembled lawmakers
and dignitaries.

Thorpe's remarks highlighted the ongoing grievances of Indigenous
Australians, whom she accused European settlers of genociding. "This
is not your land, you are not my king,” she asserted, underscoring her
position against the historical injustices faced by Aboriginal commu-
nities. Australia was a British colony for over a century, during which
countless Indigenous lives were lost, and many communities were
forcibly displaced.

While Australia gained de facto independence in 1901, it has not tran-
sitioned to a fully fledged republic; King Charles remains the head of
state. His current nine-day tour of Australia and Samoa marks his first
significant foreign visit since his recent cancer diagnosis, bringing add-
ed attention to the royal visit.

Thorpe is known for her provocative political gestures, often challeng-
ing the status quo. When she took office in 2022, she raised her fist
while reluctantly swearing allegiance to Queen Elizabeth II, Australia’s
former head of state. Her oath drew immediate rebuke from Senate
officials, highlighting her contentious relationship with the monarchy.

South Korea protests alleged
deployment of North Korean
troops in Russia

South Korea has urgently called for the withdrawal of North
Korean troops reportedly deployed in Russia during a meeting
with Russian envoy Georgy Zinoviev. This demand was made by
South Korean Vice-Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun, who con-
demned the alleged military collaboration between North Korea
and Russia, describing it as a "grave security threat” to both South
Korea and the broader international community.

During the discussions, Kim emphasized South Korea's readiness
to mobilize all available resources from the international com-
munity to safeguard its national interests against any emerging
threats. He expressed strong concerns about the implications of
North Korean military involvement in Russia, particularly in the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine.

In response, Ambassador Zinoviev claimed that the cooperation
between Russia and North Korea does not undermine the securi-
ty interests of South Korea. However, when questioned about the
potential involvement of North Korean troops in Ukraine, Rus-
sian authorities refrained from providing clear answers.

Kim reiterated that the participation of North Korean forces in
the war would constitute a violation of United Nations resolu-
tions and the U.N. Charter. Conversely, Zinoviev maintained that
any collaboration with North Korea remains compliant with le-
gal frameworks. Recent reports from South Korea's intelligence
agency suggest that approximately 1,500 special operation forces
from North Korea were dispatched to Russia this month to assist
in the conflict against Ukraine. Additionally, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has indicated that his government pos-
sesses intelligence indicating that around 10,000 North Korean
soldiers may be prepared to join Russian forces.
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Unified Securities Markets Code Aims to
Decriminalize Financial Regulations

The drafting of the Unified Securi-
ties Markets Code (SMC) is underway,
with the goal of decriminalizing sev-
eral provisions across key financial
market legislations in India. This ini-
tiative is part of a broader effort to
simplify the regulatory framework
governing the financial sector, as
stated by a government official. The
SMC seeks to consolidate and replace
the SEBI Act of 1992, the Depositories
Act of 1996, the Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Act (SCRA) of 1956, and the
Government Securities Act of 2007.

Under the proposed code, seven pro-
visions are expected to be decrimi-
nalized, including three from the SEBI
Act, two from the Depositories Act,
and two from the SCRA. Specific sec-
tions targeted for decriminalization

include two provisions from the SEBI
Act, one from the SCRA, and one from
the Depositories Act. This move aims

to reduce criminal liabilities associat-
ed with minor or technical violations,
thereby making the business environ-

ment more conducive for financial in-
stitutions.

The SMC is designed to streamline
the legal framework by reducing the
number of sections across the four
Acts, ultimately simplifying compli-
ance for businesses. By addressing the
regulatory burden, the government
hopes to promote ease of doing busi-
ness in the country.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man proposed the SMC in the Union
Budget for 2021-22, highlighting the
need for a more efficient regulatory
landscape. Consultations between the
finance ministry and the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
have already been completed, and the
legislative department is currently
drafting the bill. Following this, the

bill will undergo review by the law
ministry before seeking Cabinet ap-
proval.

Once the SMC Bill is passed in Parlia-
ment, the four existing Acts will be
repealed, marking a significant shift
in India’'s financial regulatory frame-
work. By decriminalizing certain of-
fences, the SMC is expected to alleviate
the fear of criminal liability for minor
infractions, allowing businesses to fo-
cus on growth and innovation. This
less punitive approach is anticipated
to attract more participants, includ-
ing startups and foreign investors,
while enabling regulatory authorities
to concentrate on serious fraud and
misconduct, thereby enhancing mar-
ket integrity.

Domestic Stock Markets Face

PhonePe’s diversification
efforts generate initial
revenue amid FY24 losses

Losses Despite Initial Gains

Domestic stock markets began the
week on a negative note, failing to sus-
tain the initial gains seen on Monday
morning. Although the indices started
the day on a positive trajectory, they
soon declined and struggled to recover
throughout the afternoon session. In-
vestor sentiment remained weak due
to negative signals from internation-
al markets, contributing to the overall
downturn. Analysts expect this volatile
market movement to persist for a few
more days. The NSE Nifty fell 72 points,
closing at 24,781, while the BSE Sensex
dropped 73 points to settle at 81,151

The Sensex, which had closed at 81,224
in the previous session, opened stron-
ger at 81,770. However, it touched an
intraday low of 80,811 before briefly re-
covering. Despite reaching a
high of 81,770, it ultimately

ing side, Tata Consumer, Kotak Bank,
Bajaj Finserv, BPCL, and Indusind Bank
recorded the biggest declines. Most
sector indices also closed in the red,

with media, metal, FMCG,

closed 73 points down. Sim-
ilarly, the Nifty opened at
24,956, with an intraday low
of 24,679 and a high of 24,978.
It ended the day 72 points
lower than its previous close.
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In the Nifty50 index, only
12 companies posted gains,

realty, oil, and gas seeing
the largest losses. The only
sectors that managed to stay
afloat were IT and finance.

The Bank Nifty dropped by 131
points to close at 51,962, sig-
naling pressure on the bank-
ing sector. Market breadth in
the NSE also reflected a bear-

i
while 37 declined. Bajaj Auto, MURTHY NAIDUPAADAM | ;1) ¢4 with 697 stocks ad-

HDFC Bank, Asian Paints,
M&M, and Eicher Motors
were among the top gainers. On the los-

Stock Market Analyst

vancing and 2,128 declining.

On the stock-specific front, Jefferies

rated Tech Mahindra as underper-
form, while Amber Enterprises surged
18% intraday. HDFC Bank received a
neutral rating from JP Morgan, and
360 One Wham gained 4% on strong
earnings. Kotak Mahindra Bank was
rated "Hold" by Jefferies. In the IPO
space, Vari Energies’ offering was sub-
scribed 2.23 times on the first day,
while SEBI approved Niwabupa Health
and Paras Healthcare's IPO plans.

The Nifty’s support level is currently
at 24,700, with resistance at 24,850, in-
dicating a tight trading range for the
coming sessions. Analysts suggest cau-
tion as the market continues to navi-
gate external pressures and domestic
earnings reports.

India Reevaluates Free Trade Agreement
Strategy Amid Economic Concerns

In response to rising concerns about po-
tential investment outflows and rapid-
ly increasing imports from Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) nations, India is reas-
sessing its negotiating strategy for trade
pacts. Following a series of FTAs that
have often favored partner countries
over Indian interests, the government
is adopting a more cautious approach,
leading to a temporary halt in discus-
sions for trade agreements with smaller
nations like Oman and Peru.

The Commerce Ministry is actively en-
gaged in formulating a new Standard

Operating Procedure (SOP) to address
the inconsistencies and lack of stream-
lined processes that have characterized
past negotiations. This initiative aims
to enhance the effectiveness of future
trade agreements, ensuring that India’s
economic interests are prioritized and
protected.

Concerns have been mounting over the
economic implications of previous FTAs,
which have resulted in significant trade
imbalances and adverse effects on do-
mestic industries. Recognizing errors
made in handling specific chapters of

these agreements has prompted the
government to take a step back and re-
evaluate its strategies.

The need for a more structured and con-
sistent approach to negotiations is cru-
cial in light of the current global trade
dynamics. The focus will not only be on
securing beneficial terms but also on
ensuring that India's domestic indus-
tries are not compromised in the pro-
cess.

As part of this strategic shift, the Com-
merce Ministry is committed to ensur-
ing that future FTAs provide a level play-
ing field for Indian businesses while
also fostering sustainable economic
growth. By developing a comprehensive
framework for negotiations, India aims
to position itself as a more formidable
player in international trade, balanc-
ing the interests of domestic stakehold-
ers with the opportunities presented by
global markets.

This recalibration of strategy reflects
India’s intent to safeguard its economic
sovereignty while navigating the com-
plexities of international trade agree-
ments. The government’s proactive
measures signal a commitment to more
equitable and advantageous trade rela-
tionships in the future.

PhonePe's newly launched busi-
ness segments—Pincode, Share-
Market, insurance broking, and
lending—collectively generated Rs
206 crore in revenue, contributing
4% to the company's overall topline
of Rs 5,064 crore for FY24. While
these ventures, particularly Pin-
code and ShareMarket, have yet to
achieve significant revenues since
their inception last year, they are
beginning to show income amid
substantial losses as PhonePe
ramps up operations.

Leading the pack is the insurance
broking arm, established in 2021,
which generated Rs 108 crore in
revenue, despite facing a Rs 247
crore loss. The company has sold
over 9 million policies to date,
with 4 million sold in the past year
alone, showcasing robust growth
in retail insurance distribution.

The ShareMarket platform, mean-
while, reported Rs 24 crore in its
initial revenue but incurred a Rs
134 crore loss. The platform has
attracted 1.7 lakh active investors,
a significant increase from just
50,000 a few months prior, indi-
cating gradual growth in a com-
petitive market. WealthDesk, the
wealth management platform ac-
quired by PhonePe last year, added
an additional Rs 5 crore in revenue.

In the hyperlocal e-commerce sec-
tor, the Pincode app recorded Rs 3
crore in maiden revenue while in-
curring a Rs 107 crore loss. Initially
offering a wide range of categories

Py

on the ONDC platform, Pincode has
now refocused on food and grocery
delivery, competing directly with
established players like Zomato
and Swiggy while partnering with
third-party logistics providers like
Shadowfax and Dunzo.

The lending arm, operating as
PhonePe Lending Services Private
Limited, reported a turnover of Rs
66 crore but faced a Rs 128 crore
loss. Despite challenges, lending is
expected to be one of the few ver-
ticals generating cash from the
outset, especially after PhonePe's
recent launch of secured lending
products in partnership with NBFC
L&T Finance.

Overall, PhonePe has invested over
Rs 800 crore into these new ven-
tures, with high expectations for
future scaling and contribution to
the group's revenue. CEO Sameer
Nigam has noted that while losses
are high initially, each business is
on a distinct growth trajectory and
has its own gestation period.

HDFC Bank Shares Surge Following
6% Profit Increase in Q2

Shares of HDFC Bank experienced
a significant boost on Monday
morning, climbing over 3.5% after
the bank reported a 6% increase
in its consolidated net profit for
the September quarter. The stock
rose by 3.53%, reaching 1,740.55
per share on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE), while on the Na-
tional Stock Exchange (NSE), it in-
creased by 3.42% to %1,739.50.

This surge in stock price resulted
in a market valuation increase of
%46,433.29 crore, bringing the total
market cap to 13,29,281.58 crore
during early trading. HDFC Bank
emerged as the top gainer among
firms listed on both the BSE Sensex
and NSE Nifty.

On Saturday, HDFC Bank an-
nounced a consolidated net prof-
it of %17,825.91 crore for the Sep-
tember quarter, reflecting a 6%
growth from the previous year.
On a standalone basis, the larg-
est private sector lender's post-tax
net profit rose to ¥16,820.97 crore,

up from 15,976.11 crore during the
same quarter last year.

The bank’s core net interest income
also showed a robust performance,
increasing by 10% to 30,010 crore.
This growth was attributed to a 7%
rise in gross advances, while net
interest margins remained stable
at 3.46%.

Chief Financial Officer S. Vaidya-
nathan commented that the bank
is well-positioned to navigate mar-
ket dynamics and is on track to
double its size within four years,
as previously guided.

With these positive financial re-
sults, investor confidence in HDFC
Bank continues to strengthen,
reflecting the bank's solid per-
formance amidst a competitive
banking landscape. The market's
optimistic response underscores
the bank's strategic initiatives and
growth potential in the coming
quarters.
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YouTube New Premium Lite
Subscription at Half the Price

YouTube, the lead-
ing video stream-
ing platform globally,
is currently testing a
new subscription op-
tion called YouTube
Premium Lite. This
plan aims to provide
users with an afford-
able alternative to
the existing Premi-
um subscription by
offering a reduced ad
experience at a lower
monthly cost.

According to a post by

user jonahmanzano on Threads, the YouTube
Premium Lite subscription will be priced at
$8.99 per month, which is nearly 50% less than
the standard Premium plan, currently avail-
able for $16.99. This move is likely to attract us-
ers who enjoy ad-free viewing but are looking
for a more budget-friendly option.

While the introduction of YouTube Premium
Lite is generating buzz, there has yet to be any
official confirmation regarding the availabili-
ty of an annual subscription plan for this new
tier. As users weigh the benefits of reduced
costs against the potential limitations of fewer
features, the reaction to this testing phase will
likely inform YouTube’s decision on whether to
roll it out more widely.

The existing YouTube Premium subscription
offers a comprehensive suite of features, in-
cluding ad-free videos, background play, and
access to YouTube Music. With Premium Lite,

users can expect a similar experience but with
ads appearing in some videos. This could be a
strategic move by YouTube to capture a larger
audience segment that may find the full Pre-
mium subscription too costly.

As the digital landscape evolves, platforms
like YouTube are constantly adapting to user
preferences and market trends. The success
of YouTube Premium Lite could influence how
streaming services structure their offerings,
potentially leading to more flexible pricing
models in the future.

For now, users interested in YouTube Premi-
um Lite will need to keep an eye on further
announcements from the company regarding
its availability and any additional features that
may accompany this new subscription tier. The
introduction of this option reflects YouTube’s
ongoing commitment to meeting the diverse
needs of its vast user base.

omato is facing significant backlash

for its B2B service, Zomato Hyperpure,
which has been criticized for selling
“fake paneer,” officially labeled as “Ana-
logue Paneer” on its website. Despite the
clear labeling, the product is marketed
by the manufacturer as suitable for tik-
ka and gravy dishes, sparking concerns
about food safety and transparency.

The controversy gained traction after
social media user Sumit Behal raised j
alarms on X, highlighting that many
restaurants do not inform customers
when they serve dishes made with this
analogue paneer. He expressed frustra-
tion over the misleading marketing,
stating, “India loves paneer dishes, and
restaurants sell fake paneer made with
vegetable oils without any disclaimer. They
make you believe you're eating healthy food by
enjoying various paneer dishes over junk food.”
Behal’s post ignited a wave of criticism against
Zomato Hyperpure for allegedly endorsing food
adulteration.

Analogue paneer is a synthetic substitute for
traditional paneer, produced using cheap-
er, non-dairy ingredients. Unlike authentic
paneer, which is derived from fresh milk cur-
dled with lemon juice or vinegar, analogue
paneer is often composed of vegetable fats and
starches. One listing on Zomato Hyperpure
specifies that its analogue paneer is made from
skimmed milk and vegetable oil, with milk fat
replaced by vegetable fat.

The primary appeal of analogue paneer for

restaurants lies in its cost-effectiveness. Priced
at approximately 3210 per kg, it is significant-
ly cheaper than real paneer, which retails for
around 450 per kg. This price difference al-
lows restaurants to maximize profits, particu-
larly when they do not disclose the use of fake
paneer in their dishes.

Concerns about the health implications of an-
alogue paneer are also mounting, especially
among vegetarians who consume paneer for
its protein content. Many versions of analogue
paneer incorporate hydrogenated vegetable
fats, which can contain harmful trans fats.
These fats are linked to serious health risks,
including heart disease, high cholesterol, and
inflammation. As the debate continues, con-
sumers are urged to be aware of what they are
eating and to question the ingredients in their
favorite dishes.

Chrome Adds ‘Listen
to This Page’ for

WhatsApp to Introduce Chat Memory
for Meta Al Personalization

Better Accessibility
“__

Google Chrome on Android is
set to receive a significant
accessibility enhancement with
the introduction of the new
‘Listen to this page’ feature. Ini-
tially announced as part of last
month’s Android feature drop,
the rollout is now underway
with the Chrome 130 update.

Previously, when this feature
was first tested behind an exper-
imental flag in June, its func-
tionality was quite limited. Au-
dio would stop playing as soon as
the user closed the Chrome app
or turned off their phone’s dis-
play, similar to the behavior of
YouTube Music. However, recent
reports from 9to5Google indicate
that this feature has undergone
a major upgrade, allowing audio
to continue playing even when
users exit the Chrome app and
switch to other applications.

When users activate the feature,
a reader menu appears at the
bottom of the page while the ar-
ticle is open. If users switch to a
different app, they can still con-
trol playback through the quick
settings menu, enabling them to
play or pause the audio and nav-

igate through the content. Users
can skip forward or backward in
10-second increments, making
it easy to find specific sections
of text.

Additionally, Chrome now offers
the ability to adjust the playback
speed, ranging from 0.5x to 4x,
and users can choose from 10
different voice options, tailor-
ing their listening experience to
their preferences. For added con-
venience, Google allows users to
create a dedicated play button
for webpages. By long-pressing
the new tab icon, users can se-
lect “Edit shortcut” and change it
to “Listen to this page.”

With these updates, Google
Chrome is enhancing its posi-
tion as one of the most popular
browsers on Android. The new
‘Listen to this page’ feature puts
it on par with Safari’'s similar
functionality, providing users
with a valuable tool for access-
ing content more easily and
conveniently. As accessibility
becomes increasingly important
in digital platforms, Chrome’s
latest enhancements are a wel-
come step forward.

hatsApp for Android is re-

portedly working on an
exciting new feature for its ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) chatbot,
Meta Al According to feature
tracker WABetalnfo, this up-
coming “chat memory” feature
will allow users to instruct the
Al to remember specific details
about themselves, leading to a
more personalized interaction
experience.

Currently spotted in the beta
version 2.24.22.9 of WhatsApp
for Android, the chat memory
feature is not yet accessible to
beta testers. Once implemented,
users will be able to ask Meta
Al to retain information such
as dietary preferences, profes-
sions, birthdays, and preferred

conversation styles. This functionality aims to tailor the AI's
responses based on the saved information, enhancing user

satisfaction.

The feature tracker has shared screenshots illustrating how
the chat memory feature will work. It will be integrated into
the profile page of Meta Al, which users can access by tap-

Meta Al @

ama 3.3

Mothing saved in Memory

Mo
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ping the Meta Al title within the
chat interface. Within this pro-
file, there will be a new option
labeled “What Meta Al remem-
bers about you.” This section
will display any information
the user has saved, making it
easy to manage what the Al re-
tains.

For example, if a user identifies
as vegan, Meta Al will be able
to provide relevant food reci-
pes that align with their dietary
choices. This means that the
chatbot will offer suggestions
based on the user’s preferenc-
es, making conversations feel
more tailored and relevant.

The introduction of chat mem-
ory could significantly improve

user interaction with Meta Al, allowing for a more conversa-
tional and context-aware experience. Although the feature is

still under development and not available for public use, its
potential impact on personalized communication through

WhatsApp is noteworthy. As the rollout progresses, users can
look forward to a more intelligent and responsive Al that bet-
ter understands their individual needs and preferences.

British Vendor Brings Kolkata-Style
Jhalmuri to London Streets

n a delightful twist for street food

lovers, a viral video has showcased a
British vendor selling authentic Kolk-
ata-style jhalmuri in London. The food
vlogger stumbled upon this unique stall,
aptly named “Jhalmuri Express,” while
exploring the bustling streets of the city,
and the setup instantly transported him
back to Kolkata.

Jhalmuri, a beloved snack from Kolkata,
is renowned for its mix of puffed rice,
spices, and fresh ingredients. For many
who have left the city, the craving for
this nostalgic treat can be overwhelm-
ing. However, this vendor has managed
to recreate the essence of Kolkata right
in London, offering a taste of home to
expatriates and locals alike.

The video, shared on Instagram, features
the vendor—who is British—skillfully
preparing the jhalmuri in an authentic
Indian-style trolley. The stall is equipped
with both steel and plastic containers,
reminiscent of the street food stalls in

Kolkata. The vlogger captures the vendor
in action, starting with a generous serv-
ing of puffed rice (muri) in a steel vessel.

Next, the vendor adds a handful of fresh
coriander leaves, followed by an array of
spices, along with freshly chopped cu-
cumbers and onions. Using a long, thin
knife, he expertly mixes the ingredients
and finishes off the dish with a squeeze

of fresh lemon
juice.
The crowning

+ touch is a classic
serving cone craft-
& ed from old news-
papers—just like
traditional Indian
street food vendors
use. To complete
the jhalmuri, the
vendor drizzles
imli chutney over
the mix and gar-
nishes it with bhu-
jia and masala, enhancing the flavors.

Taking a bite, the vlogger describes the
dish as “Kolkata style, authentic, and
spicy jhalmuri in London.” This heart-
warming encounter highlights the pow-
er of food to connect cultures and bring
a piece of home to those far away, prov-
ing that the love for street food knows no
boundaries.
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Kagiso Rahada Makes History

South African fast bowler Kagiso Rabada has
etched his name in cricket history by becom-
ing the fastest player to reach 300 Test wickets
in terms of balls bowled. Achieving this re-
markable feat during the opening Test against
Bangladesh in Dhaka, Rabada reached the
milestone after delivering just 11,817 balls.

The match began with Bangladesh winning
the toss and opting to bat, a decision that
quickly backfired as they struggled against the
South African bowlers. Wiaan Mulder made
an immediate impact, taking advantage of the
pitch conditions with his swinging deliveries.
Rabada soon joined the attack, showcasing his
skill by dismissing key batsmen Mushfiqur
Rahim and Litton Das, further compounding
Bangladesh’s woes.

With his achievement, Rabada surpassed
the previous record held by Pakistan's Wagar
Younis, who took 12,602 deliveries to reach
the same milestone. Other legendary bowl-
ers such as Dale Steyn (12,605), Allan Donald

as Fastest to 300 Test Wi

__

-

(13,672), and Malcolm Marshall (13,728) also fell
behind Rabada’s astonishing pace.

Fastest to 300 Test Wickets (Balls Bowled)
11,817- Kagiso Rabada (SA)

12,602 - Wagqar Younis (PAK)

12,605 - Dale Steyn (SA)

13,672- Allan Donald (SA)

Rabada’s remarkable performance continued
as he later claimed Nayeem Hasan's wicket,
helping reduce Bangladesh to 102/9. His final
figures for the innings stood at 3 wickets for 26
runs from 11 overs, with an impressive econo-
my rate of 2.40.

Ultimately, Bangladesh crumbled to a mere
total of 106 runs, with Rabada, Mulder, and
Keshav Maharaj each taking three wickets.
This historic achievement solidifies Rabada's
position as one of the premier fast bowlers in
modern cricket, and fans eagerly anticipate
his future performances as he continues to
break records on the international stage.

New Zealand Celebrates a "Golden 48

Hours" of Sporting Triumphs
EiccY

WOMEN'S T20

WORLD CUP

New Zealand experienced an extraordinary
weekend of sporting success, hailed as one of the
finest in the country's history. The remarkable
achievements included winning the Women’s
T20 World Cup, a historic Test victory in India,
and retaining the America’s Cup in sailing. Sports
Minister Chris Bishop described the weekend as
one that will be remembered in New Zealand's
sporting annals.

The excitement kicked off on Saturday when
Emirates Team New Zealand dominated the
America’s Cup, defeating Ineos Britannia with a
decisive 7-2 victory. The Kiwis secured the world’s
oldest international sporting trophy for the third
consecutive time, finishing the ninth race off

Barcelona 37 seconds ahead of their British rivals.
On Sunday, New Zealand cricket made headlines
by clinching its first Test win in India in 36 years,
overpowering the home team by eight wickets in
Bengaluru. This monumental victory marked a
significant milestone in the nation’s cricketing
history.

Later that day, the New Zealand women'’s crick-
et team, led by standout performer Amelia Kerr,
achieved their first Women’s T20 World Cup title
by defeating South Africa by 32 runs in Dubai.
This win added to the nation’s sporting accolades
and was celebrated widely across the country.
Adding to the excitement, New Zealand’s netball
team also delivered a stunning performance, de-
feating the world champions Australia 64-50 in
Wellington. This flurry of victories led many to
guestion whether any weekend could rival this
one in New Zealand's sporting narrative.

Jesse Mulligan, a presenter on Radio New Zea-
land, remarked on the remarkable achievements,
calling it "a golden 48 hours for New Zealand
sport.” The New Zealand Herald even conducted
a poll to determine which victory resonated most
with fans, revealing that the T20 World Cup win
was the standout moment, followed closely by
the America’s Cup and the Test win.

Aryna Sabalenka Reclaims No.
1 Spot in WTA Rankings

Aryna Sabalenka has reclaimed
the No. 1 position in the latest
WTA rankings, surpassing Iga
Swiatek after a week of inactiv-
ity for both players. The updat-
ed rankings revealed Sabalenka
with 9,706 points, while Swiatek
sits at 9,665 points, giving Sa-
balenka a narrow 4l1-point lead.
American Coco Gauff follows
in third place with 5,963 points,
while Jessica Pegula and Elena
Rybakina occupy the fourth and
fifth spots with 5,785 and 5,471
points, respectively.

Following her rise back to the top,
Sabalenka shared her thoughts
on social media, posting, “Nl....
Let’s see for how long this time.”
Last year, she held the No. 1 rank-
ing for eight weeks before Swi-
atek overtook her after winning
the season-ending WTA Finals.
Sabalenka now aims for a more
sustained tenure at the top.

Leading up to the Cincinna-
ti Open, Sabalenka was ranked

[
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No. 3, trailing behind Gauff and
Swiatek. However, despite Swi-
atek reaching the semifinals,
Sabalenka won the tournament,
earning 1,000 points that con-
tributed to her comeback. In the
subsequent US Open, while Swi-
atek made it to the quarterfinals,
Sabalenka again emerged victo-
rious, narrowing the points gap
significantly.

Swiatek, the defending cham-
pion at the China Open, opted

to skip the tournament to focus
on a coaching change, resulting
in a loss of 1,000 points from her
total. In contrast, Sabalenka ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals in
China, gaining 215 points, and
later secured the title in Wuhan,
defeating both Gauff and Zheng
Qinwen along the way. Over
nine weeks, Sabalenka amassed
an impressive 4,000 points, a
tally that only seven players on
the WTA Tour have achieved
throughout the entire year.

MS Dhoni's IPL 2025 Future Still
Uncertain, CSK CEO Reveals

The future of MS Dhoni with the Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in IPL 2025 remains uncertain, as no
official confirmation has been made regarding his retention. Recently, CSK CEO Kasi Viswanathan
shared that while the franchise is eager to keep Dhoni on board, he has yet to confirm his decision.
Dhoni has stated he will provide an answer before the October 31 deadline for IPL retentions.

With the IPL's new retention rules categorizing Dhoni as an 'uncapped player’, CSK's chances of re-
taining him have improved. This change allows franchises to secure players who have either retired
from international cricket or haven't played in a while for a reduced fee. Reports suggest that CSK
could retain Dhoni for INR 4 crore, a strategy seen by many as being tailored specifically for the leg-

endary cricketer.

Despite the uncertainty, former Indian cricketer Mohammad Kaif expressed confidence that Dhoni
will continue to play in the IPL. He noted Dhoni's fitness and impressive performance, stating, "If he
wants to play in the IPL, he will play.” Kaif highlighted Dhoni’s significant impact on CSK as a player
and leader, suggesting that the IPL rules may continue to evolve to facilitate his participation.

As fans await clarity on Dhoni's decision, the anticipation surrounding his potential return for an-

other season remains high.

LINK |T
ORGET IT

Deepika Kumari Wins Silver
at Archery World Cup Final

Indian archer Deepika Kumari has se-
cured her sixth World Cup Final med-
al, clinching a silver after facing a
tough defeat against China's Li Jiaman,
who won the final with a score of 6-0.
The tournament, held recently, show-
cased Kumari's impressive skills as she
demonstrated remarkable performance
throughout the competition.

In the earlier rounds, the 2010 Common-
wealth Games champion showcased
her prowess by decisively defeating her
opponents. She began her campaign by
overpowering Li Jiaman's teammate,
Yang Xiaolei, with a commanding 6-0
victory in the quarter-finals. Kumari

then advanced to the semi-finals, where
she triumphed over Alejandra Valencia,
the eventual bronze medallist, with a
score of 6-4.

Reflecting on her experience, Deepika
expressed pride in her participation in
the World Cup, stating, "It's an honour
to be part of this World Cup, to win this
World Cup. Now, I'm going to work even
harder after that." Her determination
and resilience were evident throughout
the event, even as she faced the chal-
lenging final match. On the other hand,
Li Jiaman celebrated her first World Cup
Final victory, emphasizing her com-
posure during the matches. “The first

match was relatively tense and the last
two felt like a little bit more of a chal-
lenge,” Li remarked, highlighting her
approach of focusing on delivering her
best shots rather than fixating on win-
ning or losing.

The Indian team, which comprised three
compound archers and two recurve
archers, concluded the season-ending
event with one medal, showcasing their
potential on the international stage.
Deepika Kumari's silver medal adds
to her illustrious career and cements
her status as one of India’s top archers,
promising more achievements in future
competitions.
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he highly anticipated movie “The

Raja Saab,” featuring pan-Indian
star Prabhas and directed by Maruthi,
is set to hit theaters on April 10, 2025.
This film has generated significant
excitement among fans, especially
with the announcement of its main
female leads—Nidhhi Agerwal, Mal-
vika Mohanan, and Riddhi Kumar.

In celebration of Prabhas’s upcom-
ing birthday, the film’s makers re-
leased an advance birthday poster
that showcases the actor in a strik-
ing look. Sporting a checked shirt
over a t-shirt, Prabhas exudes confi-
dence and charisma, captivating fans
with his swag-filled appearance. To
heighten the anticipation, the team
also hinted at a special surprise that
will be unveiled on October 23, 2024,
aligning perfectly with Prabhas’s
birthday celebrations.

The film features Sanjay Dutt in a
crucial role, adding to the movie’s star
power. Produced by TG Vishwa Prasad

under the banner of People Media
Factory, “The Raja Saab” promises to
be a grand cinematic experience. The
music for the film is composed by
Thaman, known for his work in the
industry, further amplifying the ex-
citement surrounding the project.

As the release date approaches, fans
are eagerly awaiting more details
about the film, including trailers and
promotional material. The combi-
nation of Prabhas’s magnetic screen
presence, a talented supporting cast,
and a well-regarded director sets
high expectations for “The Raja Saab.”
With its blend of action, drama, and
musical elements, the film is poised
to be a major attraction in cinemas
upon its release.

Overall, “The Raja Saab” is shaping up
to be a significant entry in Prabhas’s
filmography, and fans are counting
down the days to both his birthday
and the movie’s premiere.

“Kalki 2898 AD” Set for Grand
Re-Release in Russia

s Prabhas fans across the

twin Telugu states gear up
to celebrate the actor’s birthday,
the excitement is heightened
with the announcement of the
grand re-release of his block-
buster sci-fi mythological film,
“Kalki 2898 AD,” in Russia. This
much-anticipated re-release is
set to take place on November
1, with the film now dubbed in
Russian, making it accessible to
a wider audience in the region.

“Kalki 2898 AD,” directed by the
visionary Nag Ashwin, initially
premiered worldwide on June
27 and quickly became a sen-
sation, grossing over Rs 1,100
crore. It also achieved a remark-
able milestone in Russia, where
it earned approximately $1.64
million during its first release, |
making it the highest-grossing
Indian film in the country this
year. The film’s impressive per-
formance has fueled a growing
enthusiasm for Prabhas’ work in
Russia, especially following the

phenomenal success of the “Baahubali” franchise.

In addition to Prabhas, “Kalki
2898 AD” features an ensemble
cast that includes Bollywood
legends Amitabh Bachchan and
Kamal Haasan, along with Deep-
ika Padukone in pivotal roles.
This star-studded lineup adds
to the film’s allure, attracting
fans from diverse backgrounds.
The film is produced by Ashwi-
ni Dutt, known for his commit-
. ment to high-quality cinema.

The visual spectacle of “Kalki
| 2898 AD” is complemented by a
| scintillating soundtrack com-

posed by Santhosh Narayanan,
further enhancing the cinemat-
ic experience. As the re-release
date approaches, fans are eager-
ly anticipating the chance to ex-
perience this epic tale on the big
screen once more.

With its groundbreaking sto-
ryline and stunning visuals,
“Kalki 2898 AD” is poised to reig-
nite the passion of Prabhas’ fans
in Russia, reaffirming the actor’s

status as a global superstar.

New Single “YOLO" Set to Release
From Suriya’s “Kanguva”

Following the electrifying
success of the fiery “Fire
Song,” excitement is building
for the release of the high-
ly anticipated second single
from Kollywood star Suriya’s
ambitious period action-fan-
tasy film, “Kanguva.” Titled
“YOLO,” the new track, com- b
posed by the talented Devi Sri

Prasad, is set to drop tomor-

row, October 21.

The makers of “Kanguva”
took to social media this
evening to unveil a striking
new poster featuring Suriya,
who looks stunning in an
all-white suit, complete with
a stylishly groomed beard.
This visual teaser has fans
buzzing with anticipation.
Unlike “Fire Song,” which
showcases the film’s period
elements, “YOLO” promises to
be a captivating number set
in the present day, adding a
modern flair to the narrative.

The audio launch event for
“Kanguva” is scheduled for
October 25 and will be held

B SE== """ ot Chennai’s Nehru Stadium,
where fans can expect a grand
celebration of the film’s music
and artistry. Directed by Siva,
“Kanguva” not only stars Suri-
ya but also features Bollywood
heavyweights Bobby Deol and
Disha Patani in key roles, fur-
ther elevating the film’s ap-
peal across diverse audiences.

Produced by Gnanavel Raja
in collaboration with UV
Creations, “Kanguva” is a
high-budget entertainer that
aims to captivate viewers
with its blend of action, dra-
ma, and fantasy. The film is
slated for release on Novem-
ber 14, making it one of the
most anticipated releases of
the year.

With the release of “YOLO” just
around the corner and the au-
dio launch event generating
further buzz, fans are eager-
ly counting down the days
until they can experience the
magic of “Kanguva” on the big
screen.

Saloni first look released

ollywood starlet Sa- prayms

loni, known for her |
infectious energy and §8
charm, is gearing up for a &=
captivating role in her lat- *
est film, “Matka.” Follow-
ing the release of the first-
look poster, fans are eager
to see her portrayal of Pad-
ma in this exciting project | |
featuring mega hero var- | |
un Tej in the lead role. )

Directed by Karuna Ku- ,
mar, who garnered atten-
tion with the film “Palasa |
1978,” “Matka” is produced |
by Vijender Reddy Thigala |
and Rajani Talluri. Along-
side Saloni, the film stars Meenakshi Choudhary
as the female lead, promising a dynamic on-
screen presence.

The film is set against the backdrop of a signif-
icant true incident that impacted the nation be-
tween 1958 and 1982, adding depth and historical
context to the narrative. Varun Tej’s character will
showecase his versatility, as he transforms into
four distinct avatars throughout the film, pro-
viding a rich and varied viewing experience. The

from Matka

action thriller is set in the
| vibrant city of Visakhapat-

' nam (Vizag), known for its
S stunning visuals and cul-
= tural significance.

2 Supporting performances
will come from a talented
il | ensemble cast, including
. Naveen Chandra, Kishor,
| | and Ravindra Vijay, who
| = will play pivotal roles in
~ the story. The film’s mu-
sic, composed by Jeevi
Prakash Kumar, is expect-
| ed to complement the in-
tense and gripping narra-
tive, enhancing the overall
cinematic experience.

“Matka” is slated for release on November 14,
heightening anticipation among fans of both Sa-
loni and Varun Tej. As the film draws closer to its
debut, the excitement continues to build, with au-
diences eager to witness the blend of action, dra-
ma, and history that “Matka” promises to deliver.
With its compelling storyline and talented cast,
“Matka” is poised to make a significant impact in
the Tollywood landscape.

Sriimurali, who gained widespread rec-
ognition with his breakthrough film
“Ugramm,” is all set to make waves once
again with his upcoming action thriller “Ba-
gheera.” Directed by the talented Dr. Suri
and featuring a gripping storyline crafted by
Prashanth Neel, this film marks Sriimurali’s
debut in the Telugu film industry. Just re-
cently, the much-anticipated trailer was re-
leased, giving audiences a thrilling glimpse
of what to expect.

The plot of “Bagheera” unfolds in a world
where evil seems to be on the rise, prompt-
ing divine intervention. In a society where
the police force appears ineffective, Bagheera
emerges as a god-like figure determined
to eradicate crime. While the general pub-
lic views him as a savior, law enforcement
sees him as a menacing force, labeling him a
bloodthirsty demon.

Prashanth Neel’s storytelling prowess shines
through in this expansive narrative, while
Dr. Suri skillfully brings it to life on screen.
The dialogues are powerful, resonating with
intensity and depth, and the direction has
been praised for its clarity and impact. Tech-
nically, the trailer stands out with its stun-
ning cinematography by AJ Shetty and an

Action-Packed Thriller
“Bagheera” Trailer Released

exhilarating background score composed by
B. Ajaneesh Loknath. The action sequences
promise to be breathtaking, with choreogra-
phy that keeps viewers on the edge of their
seats. Additionally, sharp editing enhanc-
es the film’s overall pacing and excitement,
while top-notch production values elevate its
visual appeal.

Produced by Vijay Kiragandur under the ban-
ner of Hombale Films, “Bagheera” is set to hit
theaters on October 31st. The Telugu version
of the film will be released by Asian Suresh
Entertainment LLP, adding to the anticipa-
tion surrounding this action-packed offer-
ing. Fans are eagerly awaiting the chance to
experience Sriimurali’s transformative per-
formance in a role that promises to be both
intense and unforgettable.




