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BUDAMERU FLOODBUDAMERU FLOOD

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

From the night of August 30th 
onwards, the rainfall intensified 
significantly. Heavy rain contin-
ued into the following day. On 
August 31st, Vijayawada City ex-
perienced severe waterlogging 
on its roads, exposing the inad-
equacies of the drainage sys-
tem. Many outlets, which should 
not have been used, were found 
filled with water in the cellars 
of numerous complexes. Vehi-
cles were stalled in the water, 
and residents struggled to travel 
within the city. Despite the rising 
levels of the Krishna River, there 
was no expectation of floods. 
People assumed it would be the 
same as before, with only a few 
officials considering the possibil-
ity of flooding in Budameru. The 
general public did not anticipate 
the severity of the situation.

However, around 2 AM, 11 gates 
of the Velagaleru regulator of Bu-
dameru were suddenly opened 
without prior public warning. 
The floodwaters typically take 
over three hours to reach the 
affected areas, so an alert could 
have enabled many to take pre-
cautionary measures. Despite 
obtaining permission from the 
government, officials failed to noti-
fy the public. The sudden release of 
water caused a breach in the bund 
at Kavuluru, leading to floods in 
northern Vijayawada colonies such 
as Singnagar, Rajarajeswaripeta, 
Jakkampudi, Ambapuram, Nunna, 
Payakapuram, and other nearby 
areas, resulting in substantial dam-
age. It wasn’t until the morning of 
September 1st that the extent of the 
flooding became widely known.

The Polavaram canal, linked to Bu-
dameru at the Velagaleru regulator, 

could have allowed floodwater from 
the Krishna River to revert into the 
Budameru canal. Fearing potential 
inundation of the NTTPS plant, offi-
cials decided to open the 11 gates of 
the regulator, leading to a high flow 
of floodwater in Budameru and the 
subsequent breach at Kavuluru. Bu-
dameru's capacity is 7,500 cusecs, 
but on August 31st, the flow exceed-
ed 40,000 cusecs, indicating the 
flood's severity. The failure to warn 
the public, despite having time to do 
so, highlights a significant lapse on 
the part of the officials and the gov-
ernment.

Mr. Naidu’s government failed to send alerts. 

Mr. Jagan’s government failed in maintaining the drainage system. 

Both Mr. Naidu and Mr. Jagan failed to prevent encroachments. 

Budameru originates from Mylavaram and flows to Kolleru, spanning 172 km. 
Its capacity is 7,500 cusecs but regularly witnesses 10,000 cusecs. 
Currently, it has witnessed more than 40,000 cusecs. 
Rescue operations are ongoing at speed, but preventive measures have been poor. 
The flood has caused 32 deaths, though unofficial reports suggest the number may be higher. 
The government should focus on addressing encroachments. 

Before that, Mr. Naidu should vacate the Lingamaneni Guest House. 
There are allegations of a YCP conspiracy behind the boat incidents.

HOW DID THE FLOOD HAPPEN?

The causes for the 
breaches and flooding 

in Budameru are multifac-
eted. Firstly, the excessive 
rainfall and the floodwa-
ters from the Krishna Riv-
er contributed significant-
ly. However, a major factor 
is the encroachments in 
the Budameru catchment 
area. 

Budameru originates from 
Mylavaram and G. Kondu-
ru hill areas, flowing up to 
Velagaleru, where it splits 
into two channels. One 
channel flows towards 
the Krishna River through 
Agiripalli and Ibrahimpat-
nam, while the other leads 
to Kolleru through Eluru. 
Over time, encroachments 
have severely impacted 

both these routes. These 
encroachments have oc-
curred under the guise of 
colony construction, real 
estate ventures, and indi-
vidual business develop-
ments.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan has official-
ly acknowledged the sig-
nificant encroachments in 
the Budameru catchment 
area. Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu also prom-
ised measures to address 
these encroachments and 
regulate the Budameru 
stream. However, it is im-
portant to note that these 
encroachments took place 
during both Naidu’s and 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s ad-
ministrations.

WHY DID BUDAMERU 
HAVE BREACHES AND 

FLOODING?

The Budameru flood has claimed 
32 lives, caused extensive prop-
erty damage, worsened the lives 
of many, and tarnished the im-
age of Andhra Pradesh, especially 
in the state capital. Beyond the 
Krishna River flood, the damage 
caused by a drain canal is partic-
ularly striking. How did this hap-
pen? The drain, intended to regu-
late floods, has itself become the 
source of the flood. Is this due to 
government negligence, official 
leniency, political corruption, or 
a combination of these factors? 
It is crucial to investigate and re-
flect on these issues, which serve 
as a lesson for both the perpetra-
tors and the public, who often 
remain passive observers of such 
problems.

Who has encroached? Who has encroached? 

Who are the culprits behind this flood?   Who are the culprits behind this flood?   

Details of Budameru Encroachments, Details of Budameru Encroachments, 

tomorrow onwards.tomorrow onwards.
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Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has been residing at Lingamaneni’s Guest House since 2014. 
In 2019, then-Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy raised concerns about the legality of this 
residence, pointing out that it was built within the Krishna River basin, violating regulations. 
He also declared Praja Vedika as illegal and demolished it as a demonstration. Notices were 
subsequently issued to all constructions in the Krishna River basin, permitting only farmhouses 
and prohibiting concrete structures. 

In addition to Lingamaneni’s Guest House, other structures such as the Nature Cure Hospital 
of Mr. Mantena Satyanarayana Raju, guest houses owned by Gokaraju Gangaraju and Pathuri 
Nagabhushanam, and even the Vijayawada Club are situated in the same area. These properties 
have been affected by recent floods. Despite notices from the government, many of these 
constructions obtained stay orders from the court, allegedly due to political influence. Although 
Mr. Reddy initially pursued the issue, there are claims that he later backed down due to political 
considerations. 

The continued residence of Mr. Naidu at Lingamaneni’s Guest House has sparked questions. If both 
the Chief Minister and Deputy Chief Minister are addressing illegal constructions in the Budameru 
catchment area, they should also respond to concerns about Naidu’s residence. In Telangana, the 
HYDRA initiative is targeting illegal constructions in buffer zones and at Tank Full Levels (TFL), yet 
Naidu’s residence remains a topic of discussion. While TDP supporters argue that Mr. Naidu will 
move to Amaravati once his official residence there is completed, the opposition suggests that his 
preference for a riverfront location is evident in his choice of Amaravati as the capital.

WHAT 

ABOUT 

THE CHIEF 

MINISTER’S 

RENTED 

RESIDENCE 

ON THE 

KRISHNA 

RIVER BASIN?

The recent floods in Budameru and the 
Krishna River have heightened tensions. The 
Prakasam Barrage, experiencing a record 
flow of 11.4 lakh cusecs, saw several fishing 
and sand transport boats sink, causing 
minor damage to its concrete pillars. This 
barrage, being old and now overwhelmed by 
the unprecedented flood flow, shocked many 
with the extent of the damage. Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu has suggested a 
possible conspiracy behind the incident and 
has promised an investigation.

This situation recalls a previous flood during 

Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy's tenure, when a 
boat stalled at the barrage obstructed water 
flow, exacerbating flooding at Lingamaneni’s 
Guest House, Naidu’s residence. At that time, 
TDP leaders alleged an attempt to depict 
Amaravati as a flood-prone area.

Current rumors suggest a similar conspiracy, 
with allegations that the boats were 
deliberately placed to cause disruption. 
Critics argue that such incidents are unlikely 
to occur purely by accident, pointing to 
similarities in tactics from the past. This has 
led to suspicions that YCP circles might be 

involved in orchestrating these events.

TPN, Vijayawada: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu had a close call while inspecting the flood-affected Budameru 
stream near Maduranagar this afternoon. The incident occurred 
when Chandrababu, along with party activists, climbed onto a 
railway track to get a better view of the flooded area.

While on foot atop the railway bridge, a train suddenly approached, 
causing alarm among those present. The train reportedly passed 
within just three feet of Chandrababu, leaving everyone worried for 
his safety. In a quick-thinking move, Chandrababu stepped to the 
side of the track, narrowly avoiding the train.

The Chief Minister remained calm throughout the incident, standing 
cautiously on the bridge as the train passed. Officials and party 
leaders accompanying him breathed a collective sigh of relief as 
Chandrababu safely avoided the mishap. The inspection continued 
without further incident, but the moment left everyone visibly 
shaken by the close encounter.

Chandrababu Narrowly 

Escapes Mishap During 

Flood Inspection

IS THERE A CONSPIRACY BEHIND THE BOATS HITTING PRAKASAM BARRAGE?

TPN, Telangana: The Telugu film 
industry has once again come forward to 
assist those affected by the recent floods 
in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. The 
floods have rendered many homeless, 
and the industry has stepped up to 
extend its support. In a show of solidarity, 
representatives from all departments of 
the film industry gathered for a press 
meet at the Film Chamber to announce 
their action plan to help the flood victims.

Damodar Prasad, Honorary Secretary 
of the Chamber, outlined the financial 
contributions that will be made to the 
flood-affected areas. "Many people are 
suffering due to floods in Vijayawada and 
Khammam. The Telugu film industry 
always steps forward in times of crisis, 
and this time is no different. We have 
discussed various forms of assistance. 
On behalf of the Film Chamber, we are 
announcing a donation of Rs. 25 lakhs 
each to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 
Additionally, Telugu film producers will 
donate Rs. 10 lakhs each to both states, 
and Rs. 5 lakhs will be given to each state 
government from the Federation. We are 
also providing the CM Relief Fund account 
numbers of both states, as well as an 
account number from the Chamber for 
those who wish to donate," he explained. 

Senior Producer Daggubati Suresh Babu 
emphasized the industry's commitment 
to helping the needy. "Our industry takes 
the lead whenever there is a crisis. This 
time, we will not only offer financial 
assistance but also provide essential 
items. Our family is contributing Rs. 1 
crore, and we are ready to assist anyone 
in need. Collection centres for donations 
will be set up in all theatres," he said.

Director Raghavendra Rao highlighted 
the importance of supporting the people 
who have always backed the film 
industry. "We have reached this level 
because of people's support. Now that 
they are in trouble, it is our duty to stand 
by them. This press meet also serves to 
show our support for the governments 
that have always supported us," he said.

Producer Dil Raju added, "Everyone is 
aware of the floods in the Telugu states. 

Many heroes have already donated, and 
we, too, have decided to contribute from 
the Chamber. Our production company 
is donating hundreds of lakhs to both 
states. We urge the industry to donate 
through the Federation’s account, and 
we will ensure the funds reach the 
governments."

Anil, President of the Film Industry 
Employees Federation, stated, "We are 
arranging a meeting with all unions 
tomorrow. We plan to contribute one 
day's salary, and we are ready to support 
the Telugu states in any way possible 
on behalf of our workers." Producer 
Thammareddy Bharadwaj revealed that 
a committee has been formed within the 
industry to address the needs of the flood 
victims. "This committee will assess the 
problems in the flood-affected areas and 
provide solutions accordingly," he said.

Other prominent figures, including 
Bharat Bhushan, Prasanna Kumar, 
Gemini Kiran, Ashok Kumar, Ammiraju, 
and Bharat Chaudhary, also participated 
in the press meet, showcasing the 
collective strength of the Telugu film 
industry in supporting the victims of this 
natural disaster.

Film Industry Stands in Solidarity 

with Flood Victims in Telugu States

TPN, Amaravati: The recent floods 
caused by heavy rains have left a trail 
of destruction in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, submerging villages and 
colonies, displacing thousands of 
people, and pushing many into relief 
camps. In response to this natural 
calamity, numerous political and 
film personalities have come forward 
to offer their assistance. One such 
notable gesture came from Andhra 
Pradesh's Deputy Chief Minister and 
Janasena leader, Pawan Kalyan, whose 
remarkable donation has drawn 
widespread praise.

Pawan Kalyan recently announced 
a massive donation of ₹6 crore to 
support the flood relief efforts across 
the two Telugu states. This includes 
₹1 crore each for the Chief Minister’s 

Relief Funds of Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana. Additionally, Pawan Kalyan 
pledged ₹4 crore to aid 400 flood-
affected panchayats in Andhra Pradesh, 
providing ₹1 lakh to each panchayat. 
His generous contribution has been 
met with great appreciation from the 
people of the Telugu states.

Among those acknowledging Pawan 
Kalyan's efforts is Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, 
who took to social media to commend 
the Deputy Chief Minister for his large-
heartedness. In a post on X (formerly 
Twitter), Chandrababu Naidu praised 
Pawan Kalyan’s contribution, calling it 
a testament to his commitment to the 
welfare of the people during times of 
crisis.

"My congratulations to Pawan Kalyan, 
Deputy Chief Minister of the State and 
Panchayati Raj Rural Development 
Minister, for announcing a generous 
donation to the people affected by 
the floods. His donation of ₹1 crore to 
the AP CM Relief Fund, ₹1 crore to the 
Telangana CM Relief Fund, and ₹4 crore 
to flood-hit panchayats is proof of his 
big heart and dedication to serving the 
people," wrote Chandrababu Naidu.

This is Proof of his Big Heart and Dedication: 

CM Chandrababu TPN, Hyderabad: Andhra Pradesh 
police have intensified their search 
for YCP leader and former minister 
Jogi Ramesh, who is an accused in 
the case involving the 
attack on the residence 
of TDP leader and 
former Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 
during the previous 
government's regime. 
Following the dismissal 
of his anticipatory bail 
plea by the AP High 
Court, Jogi Ramesh has 
gone into hiding.

In response, the AP Police 
Department has deployed three 
special teams to track down Jogi 
Ramesh and his associates in 
Hyderabad. The search operation 

is ongoing as the police work to 
apprehend the absconding leader.

Additionally, Devineni Avinash, 
another YCP leader 
accused in the attack on 
the TDP central office, has 
also gone underground. 
With the recent arrest 
of YCP leader Nandigam 
Suresh, it appears that 
several YCP leaders 
facing charges in 
these cases have taken 
precautionary measures 

to avoid arrest.

The police are continuing their 
efforts to locate Jogi Ramesh and 
other accused YCP leaders, as 
the investigation into both cases 
progresses.

AP Police Searching for Jogi Ramesh 

and Devineni Avinash in Hyderabad
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YCP Leader Nandigam Suresh Remanded 

for 14 Days in TDP Office Attack Case
TPN, Mangalagiri: YCP 
leader and former Bapat-
la MP Nandigam Suresh 
has been remanded for 14 
days by the Mangalagiri 
court in connection with 
the attack on the TDP 
central office in Amara-
vati. The Andhra Pradesh 
police had registered a 
case against Nandigam 
Suresh and several other 
YCP leaders following the 
incident. The High Court 
had earlier dismissed 
their pleas for anticipatory bail.

After going into hiding to avoid arrest, Nan-
digam Suresh was tracked down by police 
in Hyderabad, where he was arrested. He 
had reportedly switched off his phone and 
gone underground since Wednesday, evad-
ing police attempts to apprehend him. Based 
on mobile phone signals, the police located 
him and brought him to Mangalagiri, where 
he was produced in court. The court then or-
dered his remand for two weeks.

Nandigam Suresh, speaking on the case, al-
leged that the TDP has been harassing him 
since 2014 and that he has been targeted 
with false cases as part of a political ven-
detta. He maintains his innocence in the 
matter.

There is a likelihood that the police will soon 
transfer Nandigam Suresh to Guntur Jail. 
Reports suggest that the police may also file 
a petition to take the YCP leader into custody 
for further interrogation. The investigation 
into the TDP office attack case continues, 
with more arrests expected.

YCP Leaders Go Into Hiding Amid Arrests 
Following TDP Headquarters Attack

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: Several 
YCP leaders in Andhra Pradesh 
have gone into hiding follow-
ing the arrest of former Bapat-
la MP Nandigam Suresh, who 
is accused in the attack on the 
TDP headquarters in Amaravati. 
Andhra Pradesh police appre-
hended Nandigam Suresh in Hy-
derabad after an intense search, 
leaving other YCP leaders, in-
cluding former minister Jogi Ra-
mesh and YCP leader Devineni 
Avinash, on the run.

The case stems from an incident 
where YCP leaders and party 
workers allegedly attacked the 
TDP headquarters in Amaravati. 
In addition to Nandigam Suresh, 

other key YCP leaders like Ta-
lashila Raghuram, Appireddy, 
and Vijayawada Deputy May-
or Shailaja's husband Srinivas 
Reddy are facing charges in con-
nection with the attack. All in-
volved leaders had approached 
the Andhra Pradesh High Court 
seeking anticipatory bail, but 
the court refused to grant it.

After this legal setback, many 
YCP leaders went into hiding to 
avoid arrest. Despite efforts to 
evade the police, solid informa-
tion led officers to locate Nan-
digam Suresh in Hyderabad, 
where he was arrested and tak-
en to Mangalagiri Police Station 
for questioning. The arrest has 

sent shockwaves through the 
YCP ranks, with leaders like Jogi 
Ramesh and Devineni Avinash 
reportedly fearing imminent ar-
rest and also fleeing from public 
view.

The police, who are simultane-
ously managing flood relief op-
erations in Vijayawada, have in-
tensified their investigation into 
the TDP headquarters attack us-
ing CCTV footage from the scene. 
The arrest of Nandigam Suresh 
has increased the pressure on 
the remaining accused YCP 
leaders, with speculation rising 
about how many more arrests 
could follow in the coming days.

Is Amaravati safe? Who is responsible 
for the death of 32 people?

TPN, Andhra Pradesh:  YCP MP Vijayasai 
Reddy has raised serious concerns over 
the safety of Amaravati as the region fac-
es severe flooding. With the Krishna Riv-
er flooding one side of Vijayanagara and 
Budameru flooding the other side, Reddy 
took to social media platform X (formerly 
Twitter) to question the security of Amara-
vati, the capital city of Andhra Pradesh. His 
remarks have sparked widespread discus-
sion regarding the vulnerability of the re-
gion amidst ongoing flood conditions.

In another tweet, Vijayasai Reddy ques-
tioned the government over the recent 
tragic deaths of 32 people in Vijayawada 
due to flooding. He pointed out that despite 
early warnings from the Meteorological De-
partment, no preventive action was taken, 
leading to the loss of lives. He also criticized 
the government for not taking steps to stop 
the collection of donations after the disas-
ter, indicating a lack of sufficient measures 
to prevent the calamity.

Reddy also mentioned that YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, YCP Chief and Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh, had personally visited the 
flood-affected areas and supervised relief 

operations. While the Chief Minister has 
been actively involved in addressing the 
situation, Vijayasai Reddy's tweets seem to 
increase pressure on the government, sug-
gesting that it failed to effectively manage 
the floods and prevent the tragic deaths.

As the situation continues to unfold, Vijaya-
sai Reddy’s statements have drawn signifi-
cant attention, with many calling for better 
disaster management and accountability in 
light of the flood-related deaths.

TDP Suspends Satyavedu MLA Amidst 
Sexual Harassment Allegations

TPN, Chittoor: In a shocking 
development, the Telugu Des-
am Party (TDP) high command 
has taken decisive action by 
suspending Satyavedu MLA Ad-
imulam from the party follow-
ing serious sexual harassment 
allegations. Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu made the 
announcement after a woman 
accused the MLA of sexually as-
saulting her at Bimas Hotel in 
Tirupati. The decision was made 
after gathering essential details 
about the incident.

According to reports, the victim, 
who is also affiliated with the TDP, disclosed that 
she had repeatedly faced harassment from MLA 
Adimulam. She revealed that despite her attempts 
to avoid him, Adimulam continuously pressured 
her to meet him at various locations, ultimately 
leading to her being sexually assaulted. The wom-
an stated that she had informed both CM Chan-
drababu Naidu and TDP leader Nara Lokesh about 
the MLA's actions through a letter.

The victim alleged that Adimulam threatened 
to kill her and her family if she spoke out about 
the incidents. She further disclosed that he had 
assaulted her on three separate occasions, and to 
expose his actions, she used a pen camera to cap-
ture evidence. The woman stated that Adimulam 
would regularly harass her through phone calls 
and messages, threatening dire consequences if 

she did not comply with his demands.

The allegations have caused an uproar within the 
TDP, with party leadership responding swiftly by 
suspending the MLA from the party. The victim 
claimed that the MLA had harassed other women 
in the past, stating that he exploited his position 
to prey on vulnerable individuals. She emphasized 
that the MLA’s actions were well-documented, 
with multiple instances of harassment.

The suspension of MLA Adimulam has sent shock-
waves across the state, with TDP leaders and the 
public expressing outrage over the scandal. The 
TDP's decision to suspend him reflects the party's 
firm stance against such misconduct within its 
ranks. Further investigations into the matter are 
expected to follow, with legal actions likely to be 
taken against the MLA.

Pawan Kalyan Lauds Babu’s 
Innovative Measures in Flood 

Relief Efforts
TPN, Amaravati: Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu's reputation as 
a technology pioneer has once 
again been reaffirmed with his 
innovative use of drones in di-
saster relief operations during 
the recent Vijayawada floods. 
Known for integrating technolo-
gy into governance, Chandraba-
bu has led Andhra Pradesh to be 
one of the first states in India to 
employ drones for social and di-
saster relief purposes.

During the flood crisis, drones 
were used to deliver food pack-
ages and essential commodities 
to stranded residents in affect-
ed areas. This cutting-edge ap-
proach has been lauded for its 
efficiency and ability to reach 
those in need quickly. The de-
ployment of around 45 drones to 
carry out these relief operations 
marks a significant advance-
ment in disaster management.

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan ex-
pressed his admiration for Chandrababu’s 
tech-driven efforts, especially the use of 
drones. Sharing photographs and videos 
of the drones in action, Pawan Kalyan 
tweeted, "These two photographs and the 
video will tell us how drones could allevi-
ate the suffering of flood victims by drop-
ping the essential needs into their hands."

Pawan further highlighted the need to 
learn from Chandrababu’s innovative ap-

proach to governance, which combines 
technology and practical solutions to 
achieve optimal results. The successful 
deployment of drones in flood relief oper-
ations has not only impressed Pawan but 
also set a new standard for future disaster 
management across the country. 

Chandrababu’s experiment with drone 
technology for relief efforts may pave the 
way for broader adoption of such mea-
sures in other states, demonstrating how 
innovation can be harnessed to mitigate 
the impacts of natural disasters.

Ambati Rambabu: Pawan Kalyan Acts Like 
'Another Chief Minister'

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: YCP lead-
er Ambati Rambabu held a press 
conference today, launching a 
strong criticism against the lead-
ers of the coalition government, 
particularly targeting Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan. 
In his remarks, Ambati accused 
Pawan of trying to portray him-
self as "another Chief Minister" 
amidst the ongoing crisis caused 
by the Vijayawada floods.

Ambati Rambabu responded to 
Pawan Kalyan's comments about 
the Budameru catchment area be-
ing occupied and the illegal con-
structions in the region. He ques-
tioned Pawan’s stance, stating 
that before making such claims, 
Pawan should first address Chan-
drababu Naidu’s residence, which 
Ambati alleged is located in the 
buffer zone of the Karakatta area.

Ambati further challenged Pawan 
to demolish Chandrababu's resi-
dence if he is serious about clear-
ing illegal constructions in flood-
prone areas. He emphasized that 
the residence should be seen as 
a symbol of shame, particularly 
since it is allegedly situated in a 
restricted area. 

Ambati also pointed out the per-
ceived inconsistency in Pawan’s 

response to the flood crisis. He 
criticized Pawan for not reacting 
immediately when the floods 
began and claimed that Pawan 
only took notice when Chan-
drababu’s residence was affected 
by the rising waters. In contrast, 
Ambati praised Chief Minister 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy for his 
prompt response to the disaster, 
questioning why Pawan did not 
acknowledge Jagan’s efforts.

The YCP leader concluded by ac-
cusing Pawan Kalyan of aligning 
with Chandrababu Naidu and the 
opposition, instead of genuine-
ly addressing the flood victims' 
concerns. Ambati's remarks have 
added to the political tension be-
tween YCP and the coalition, as 
leaders continue to exchange 
barbs over the handling of the 
floods and governance.

YCP Leader Lella Appireddy Arrested 
TPN, Andhra 
Pradesh: In a major 
development in the 
case of the attack 
on the TDP central 
office, Mangalagiri 
police have arrested 
YCP leader Lella Ap-
pireddy. His arrest 
follows that of for-
mer YCP MP Nan-
digam Suresh, who was appre-
hended earlier. Appireddy, who 
had been evading capture, was 
reportedly detained in Bangalore 

and is now set to be 
presented in court 
by the police.

The incident, which 
involved an attack 
on the TDP head-
quarters, has led to 
a series of arrests 
and a heightened 
police investigation. 

Nandigam Suresh, a key suspect 
in the case, has already been re-
manded to 14 days in Guntur Jail. 
Police are also intensifying their 

search for other accused individu-
als, including YCP leaders Devine-
ni Avinash and Talashila Raghu-
ram, forming 12 special teams to 
track them down.

The Andhra Pradesh High Court 
had earlier denied anticipatory 
bail to the YCP leaders accused in 
the case, leading to a crackdown 
by law enforcement. With the ar-
rests of prominent YCP figures, 
the investigation continues to 
gain momentum, with more ar-
rests expected in the coming days.
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TPN, Vijayawada: Following 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
directives, Union Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan conducted an 
aerial survey of flood-affected 
areas in Vijayawada today. The 
region has been hit hard by severe 
flooding, causing significant 
damage to infrastructure and 
displacing many residents.

Accompanied by Andhra Pradesh 
Minister Nara Lokesh, Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan observed the 
flood-hit areas from a helicopter, 
including the Budameru 
catchment areas and localities 
such as Jakkampudi Milk Factory, 
Kandrika, and Singh Nagar. During 
the survey, Nara Lokesh provided 

a detailed briefing on the extent of 
damage caused by the floods and 
the challenges faced by the local 
population.

Union Minister of State 
Pemmasani Chandrasekhar, AP 
Ministers Achchennaidu, and 
BJP MLA Sujana Chaudhary were 
among those who welcomed the 
Union Minister at Gannavaram 
Airport before the aerial survey 
commenced.

This visit, initiated by the Union 
Government, reflects the Centre's 
concern and commitment to 
assessing the flood damage 
firsthand. Further relief measures 
and support are expected to be 

discussed based on the findings of 
the survey.
Union Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan commented on the 
Budameru flood, describing it as 
a deluge that severely affected 
several areas. He assured that the 
coalition government at the center 
would extend full support to the 
state. After personally inspecting 
the conditions at Budameru and 
Prakasam Barrage, he stated that 
the central government would 
announce aid after reviewing the 
loss estimates. "The Center is ready 
to support the state," he affirmed, 
emphasizing the government's 
commitment to providing 
necessary assistance in the wake 
of the flood damage.

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan Conducts 

Aerial Survey of Vijayawada Flood Areas

TPN, Vijayawada: In a 
significant development in 
the Kadambari Jethwani 
case, the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court has issued crucial 
directions to the police amid 
the ongoing investigation. 
The case, which involves 
allegations by Mumbai 
actress Kadambari Jethwani 
against YCP leader Kukkala 
Vidyasagar, has caused a 
stir in the state. Kadambari 
accused Vidyasagar of filing 
a false case against her at 
the Ibrahimpatnam Police Station and 
harassing her.

A petition was filed in the High Court 
seeking to block the media discussions 
surrounding Kadambari's allegations. 
However, during the hearing, the High 
Court declined to issue immediate orders 
to halt media discussions on the matter. 
Instead, the court focused on the integrity 
of the ongoing investigation.

The High Court instructed the police to 
preserve all evidence gathered in the 
case so far, with directions to ensure the 
evidence is secured until the next hearing, 
scheduled for September 11. This evidence 
will play a crucial role in determining 
whether further investigation is required.

The state government is preparing for 
a possible CID investigation based on 
Kadambari's accusations. Meanwhile, 

Vijayawada Commissioner of Police has 
formed a special team, led by ACP Sra va nti 
Roy, to verify the validity of the case filed 
at Ibrahimpatnam PS. The team is tasked 
with determining whether the allegations 
made by Vidyasagar hold any merit.

On the other hand, Vidyasagar approached 
the High Court to prevent the government 
from initiating a parallel investigation. 
The High Court's decision in the next 
hearing will determine if the government 
can proceed with an independent CID 
investigation in addition to the current 
inquiry. 

The court's decision is expected to be 
pivotal, as it will decide the course of 
the investigation into the high-profile 
case. All eyes are now on the upcoming 
hearing, where the High Court will 
rule on whether a parallel probe by the 
government is warranted.

High Court Issues Key Directions 

in Kadambari Jethwani Case
TPN, Vijayawada: In a concerning incident, 
three boats collided with the Prakasam Barrage 
in Vijayawada amidst the heavy flooding of the 
Krishna River, leading to potential damage to the 
structure. The state government suspects that 
the barrage sustained damage due to the force of 
the collision and has initiated an investigation, 
calling upon dam expert Kannayya to assess 
the situation. The central government has also 
stepped in, with a team conducting an inspection 
of the barrage to determine the extent of the 
damage.

The incident occurred last week when heavy 
floods in the Krishna River caused three boats, 
traveling at speeds of 30 to 40 kilometers per 
hour, to drift from Gollapudi and crash into the 
pillars of the Prakasam Barrage. Witnesses reported 
that the boats collided with the barrage pillars before 
coming to a halt across the barrage gates, obstructing 
the flow of floodwaters. The boats remain lodged in 
place, and due to the ongoing flood conditions, they 
have not yet been removed.

Initial assessments suggest that the collision caused 
damage to several pillars of the Prakasam Barrage, 
as well as the weight of one of the gates. However, 
expert Kannayyanaidu has stated that there is no 
immediate threat to the overall structure of the 
barrage. The government is awaiting the completion 
of the inspection by the central team before deciding 
on the next steps.

With the floodwaters still flowing steadily at the 
barrage, removing the boats remains a challenge. 
The government is expected to review both Kannayya 
Naidu's findings and the report from the central team 
to make informed decisions on repairing the damage 
and ensuring the barrage's stability. Authorities 
estimate that it may take several more days to extract 
the boats from the barrage, depending on the flood 
situation. 

The collision and its aftermath have drawn 
significant attention, as the Prakasam Barrage is a 
crucial infrastructure piece in managing floodwaters 
and ensuring the safety of nearby areas. Further 
updates are expected once the central team’s report 
is finalized.

Prakasam Barrage Damaged Due to Boat 

Collision, Central Team to Assess Situation

TPN, Vijayawada: Senior TDP 
leader Devineni Uma launched 
a scathing attack on former 
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, blaming him for the 
recent floods in Vijayawada and 
accusing him of stopping crucial 
flood diversion works initiated 
by the previous TDP government. 
Speaking to the media at the TDP 
office, Uma criticized Jagan for 
holding a "consolation ceremony" 
in Vijayawada, accusing him of 
shedding "crocodile tears" while 
blaming others for the disaster.

Devineni Uma stated that during 
Chandrababu Naidu's tenure as 
Chief Minister, the government 
had called tenders worth ₹464 
crores to divert 37,555 cusecs of 
floodwater from the Budameru 
Diversion Canal to the Krishna 
River. He revealed that ₹150 crores 
had already been spent on the 
project before it was halted during 
the YCP regime. Uma blamed the 
stoppage of these works for the 
current floods, directly holding 
Jagan responsible for the crisis. 
"Aren't you the cause of this evil, 
Jagan?" he questioned.

He further pointed out that 
under Chandrababu’s leadership, 
₹68,000 crores were spent on 
infrastructure over five years, 
compared to just ₹32,000 crores 
during Jagan's rule. Uma asked 
why the Budameru canal works 
were halted, demanding answers 
on behalf of the flood victims.

Uma sharply criticized Jagan's 
decisions, accusing him of making 
"selfish" and "stupid" choices, 
such as reverse tendering, which 
he believes contributed to the 
destruction caused by the floods. 
He also accused the current 
government of attempting to 
pressure agencies into filing false 

cases against Chandrababu Naidu 
and Devineni Uma.

Addressing the government's 
response to the floods, Uma 
expressed outrage at Jagan's recent 
visit to Vijayawada, accusing him 
of coming only to "throw mud" 
and derive "satanic pleasure." He 
highlighted that the previous TDP 
government had constructed 2.3 
kilometers of embankment walls 
at a cost of hundreds of crores to 
protect Vijayawada from floods, 
only for the YCP government 
to stop these works. When TDP 
leaders staged protests, the YCP 
government resumed the projects, 
but Uma mocked Jagan for now 
taking credit for these initiatives.

In contrast, Uma praised former 
CM Chandrababu Naidu's proactive 
efforts in managing flood relief 
operations. He mentioned that 
Chandrababu himself stayed 
at the district collectorate and 
oversaw the relief measures, 
ensuring that machinery and 
JCBs were deployed to assist the 
victims. Uma emphasized that the 
TDP government prioritized the 
welfare of flood victims, providing 
milk to children and ensuring food 
for all affected by the Budameru 
floods.

Aren't you the cause of this 

evil Jagan?: Devineni Uma

TPN, Vijayawada: 
In response to the 
devastating floods caused 
by the overflowing 
Budameru River, 
which has submerged 
Vijayawada for the past 
four days, the AP JAC 
Amaravati and the AP 
Panchayat Raj Engineers 
Association have stepped 
forward to assist the 
affected residents of 
Vambe Colony, one of the poorest areas 
in the city.

On Thursday, led by APJAC Amaravati 
Chairman Bopparaju Venkateshwarlu, 
employees of the association pledged 
to donate one day’s wages to the flood 
victims. In a show of solidarity, AP JAC 
Amaravati distributed essential food 
items and drinking water to those 
displaced by the floods. The initiative also 
included the distribution of water bottles 
to every household in Ward A to G of 
Vambe Colony, benefiting approximately 
60 homes.

The distribution was carried out under 
the leadership of AP Panchayat Raj 
Engineers Association State President 
and AP JAC Amaravati Treasurer 
Kanaparthi Sangeetha Rao, along with 

former President VV Muralikrishna Naidu 
and AP JAC Amaravati Women’s Wing 
Chairperson Smt. VV. Their collective 
efforts ensured that relief reached the 
most vulnerable sections of society.

The flood relief initiative by AP JAC 
Amaravati was inspired by Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu's commitment to 
addressing the crisis, even at the age of 
75, motivating the employees to extend 
their support. This act of generosity is a 
reflection of the organization's dedication 
to standing by the victims during this 
difficult time.

As the situation in Vijayawada remains 
critical due to the flooding, such relief 
efforts provide much-needed respite 
to the displaced residents of Vambe 
Colony, offering hope and aid to those in 
desperate need.

AP JAC Amaravati Extends Support 

to Flood Victims in Vambe Colony
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Congress Eyes Haryana 
with Alliance Talks and 

No CM Face Strategy
As the Haryana assembly elections 
approach, scheduled for October 5 with 
results to be declared on October 8, the 
Congress party is refining its strategy. With 
a significant decision not to announce a 
chief ministerial candidate, the party is 
opting for a collective leadership model, 
aiming to curb internal factionalism while 
simultaneously appealing to a broad voter 
base.

The Congress has also resumed talks 
with the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) about 
a potential alliance, which could prove 
crucial in the upcoming election. Though 
both parties contested the 2024 general 
elections together, initial reports suggested 
they might go their separate ways in 
the assembly polls. However, renewed 
discussions have sparked hopes for a 
united front to take on the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP).

Confident after matching the BJP in the 
2024 general elections with five seats 
each, the Congress believes it has a strong 
chance in the state elections. During 
the general elections, the BJP led in 44 
assembly segments, the Congress in 42, 
and AAP in four. In terms of vote share, the 
BJP secured 46%, the Congress 44%, and 
AAP 4%, indicating a close competition in 
the state.

After a meeting of the Congress Election 
Committee (CEC), Congress leader Ajay 
Singh Yadav confirmed that the party 
would not project a chief ministerial 
candidate for Haryana. The decision on 
leadership will be taken by the party’s high 
command after the election results are in. 
This move is seen as a tactical decision 
to manage factionalism within the party 
and prevent infighting from derailing its 
electoral efforts. 

AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh has 
emphasized the priority of defeating the 
BJP, which he says should be the focus 
of the INDIA alliance. Singh stated that 
the party’s National General Secretary, 
Sandeep Pathak, would lead discussions 
with Congress if an alliance proposal 
gained traction. A final decision will be 
made by AAP National Convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal. AAP’s Haryana chief, Sushil 
Gupta, has also expressed concerns 
about limiting AAP’s stake to just four 
or five seats, while leaving the ultimate 
decision to Kejriwal. There are reports 
of AAP MP Raghav Chadha engaging in 
back-channel talks with the Congress 
leadership to iron out the details of the 
potential alliance.

Former Haryana Chief Minister Bhupender 
Singh Hooda is currently spearheading 
Congress’s campaign in the state. However, 
tensions exist within the party, as factions 
led by Kumari Selja and Randeep Surjewala 
reportedly remain dissatisfied with 
Hooda’s dominant role. These internal 
divisions have previously threatened the 
party’s unity. Kiran Choudhury, another 
key figure in the party, left for the BJP 

after her daughter was denied a ticket in 
the Lok Sabha elections. The decision not 
to announce a chief ministerial candidate 
is seen as a way to temper these rivalries 
and appeal to a wider electorate. Congress 
hopes to avoid a contest framed around Jat 
versus non-Jat interests—a division that 
the BJP has leveraged successfully in past 
elections.

Hooda, perceived as a leader representing 
Jat interests, has faced challenges as the 
BJP used these dynamics to divide the 
electorate. Congress is now banking on 
a coalition of Jats, Dalits, and Muslims 
to secure votes. Dalits, who make up 
around 20% of the population, are a 
crucial demographic in this strategy. By 
not naming a CM candidate, the Congress 
aims to keep Kumari Selja, a Dalit leader, 
in play, maintaining the hope of Dalit 
representation in the leadership.

A post-election study by the Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) shows 
that the INDIA bloc, to which both Congress 
and AAP belong, secured 64% of the Jat vote 
and 68% of the Dalit vote in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. The Congress hopes this 
decision will help retain these votes in the 
upcoming assembly polls.

Talks of an alliance between Congress and 
AAP are gathering momentum, given their 
relatively successful partnership in the 
general elections, where they jointly won 
five seats and secured a 48% vote share. 
AAP contested the Kurukshetra Lok Sabha 
seat and led in four assembly segments, 
earning a 4% vote share. However, if AAP 
runs independently, it could split the 
opposition vote, potentially aiding the BJP.

In the 2019 Haryana assembly elections, 
the Jannayak Janata Party (JJP), led by 
Dushyant Chautala, took 10 seats, mainly 
in Jat-dominated areas, which hurt the 
Congress’s chances. The Congress is keen 
to avoid a similar split of the opposition 
vote this time around. Both Congress and 
AAP had initially planned solo campaigns 
for the upcoming elections, but high-
level talks between the two parties have 
reignited alliance discussions. AAP is 
reportedly asking for 10 seats, while 
Congress is offering two to three seats.

In terms of demographics, the Bania 
community (4%), Aroras, Punjabis, Khatris 
(7%), and Sikhs (5%) are key voter groups. 
AAP has influence among these groups, 
particularly in urban pockets close to Delhi 
and Punjab, which could help Congress 
strengthen its position in traditionally 
weaker areas. In the 2024 general elections, 
the BJP led in 19 of 23 urban seats, while 
Congress dominated in 34 of the 60 rural 
seats. AAP’s presence could help bridge 
Congress’s urban-rural divide.

By allowing Congress to focus on its Jat-
dominated strongholds while leveraging 
AAP’s urban influence, the alliance could 
be a winning strategy for both parties in 
the Haryana assembly elections.

India's Semiconductor Journey: 
From Setbacks to a Promising Future

On August 23, 2023, as Chandrayaan 3 
successfully landed on the moon, engineers at 
the government-run Semiconductor Laboratory 
(SCL) in Mohali quietly celebrated a personal 
victory. The chips and semiconductors they had 
developed played a critical role in the mission, 
enabling communication and navigation. 
Despite this success, SCL, India’s only known 
chip-making foundry, remains far behind 
global leaders like Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company (TSMC). 

While TSMC, founded in 1987, produces 90% 
of the world’s advanced semiconductors, SCL 
has been left making legacy chips of 100 nm 
and above. TSMC’s clients include giants like 
Apple and Nvidia, while SCL’s primary customer 
remains ISRO. Once poised to be a major player, 
SCL’s trajectory was dramatically altered by a 
mysterious fire in 1989, which destroyed much 
of its facilities. Though it eventually resumed 
operations, India’s semiconductor ambitions 
were severely delayed, leaving the country 
decades behind in the race.

For years, India’s semiconductor dreams were 
marked by failures, with several multinational 
companies abandoning plans for chip production 
in the country. However, there is finally 
hope on the horizon. In August 2022, Micron 
Technology laid the foundation for a cutting-
edge semiconductor assembly, testing, and 
packaging facility in Gujarat. This $2.75 billion 
project is expected to be operational soon and 
represents a significant milestone in India’s 
semiconductor journey. Since then, other projects 
have been announced, including a fabrication 
unit by Taiwan’s Powerchip Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Corporation (PSMC) and Tata 
Electronics. If successful, this could be India’s 
first private-sector fab unit, marking a critical 
step forward.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision to position 
India as a leader in semiconductor manufacturing 
is ambitious but not unattainable. India has 
already made significant strides in becoming a 
hub for mobile phone manufacturing, and the 
government hopes to replicate this success in the 
semiconductor industry. While India currently 
lacks large-scale semiconductor fabrication 
facilities, it has established a robust ecosystem 
for chip design, with major global players like 
Intel, Qualcomm, and AMD having significant 
R&D centers in the country. Indian engineers 
are already playing a crucial role in designing 
advanced chips for cutting-edge technologies like 
5G and artificial intelligence.

However, creating a full-fledged semiconductor 
ecosystem requires more than just design 
capabilities. India must develop infrastructure 

for fabrication, research, testing, and packaging, 
as well as secure a stable supply of the materials 
and chemicals needed for chip production. 
Building a state-of-the-art semiconductor 
fabrication facility could take up to 10 years, with 
initial investments running between $10 billion 
and $40 billion. India has already committed $15 
billion to its semiconductor project, but it needs 
significantly more private investment to compete 
with countries like China and the US, which 
have poured billions into their semiconductor 
industries.

India also faces challenges in securing the 
necessary materials and creating a stable 
environment for the semiconductor industry. 
Manufacturing microchips requires over 150 
types of chemicals and 30 types of gases, 
which are currently sourced from a handful 
of countries. Additionally, basic infrastructure 
like a stable power grid and consistent water 
availability must be addressed before large-scale 
chip production can begin.

Political will is another critical factor. The 
semiconductor industry is capital-intensive 
and time-consuming, requiring long-term 
commitment from both the government and 
private players. Successive Indian governments 
will need to stay the course if the country is to 
achieve its semiconductor ambitions by 2047, 
when PM Modi envisions India as a developed 
nation.

A skilled workforce is also essential to the success 
of India’s semiconductor mission. While India 
has a large pool of engineers, it lacks the specific 
expertise needed in the semiconductor industry. 
Addressing the issue of brain drain could help 
accelerate India’s progress. Many Indians 
currently occupy leadership roles in global 
semiconductor companies, but India will need to 
create the right conditions to attract them back. 
Taiwan and South Korea successfully kickstarted 
their semiconductor industries by luring talent 
back home, offering competitive salaries and 
better work conditions. India could follow a 
similar path, but it will require significant 
improvements in professional environments and 
compensation packages to stop its best talent 
from leaving.

As India prepares to launch new semiconductor 
projects, the success of the Micron factory 
will be crucial in determining the future of its 
semiconductor industry. Industry experts believe 
that India could become a global player in 10 to 
20 years if it stays focused and committed. The 
journey will be long, but with the right strategy, 
India can finally reverse its semiconductor 
misfortune and establish itself as a major player 
in the global chip race.
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A day after the BJP released its first list of 67 candidates for the 
October 5 Haryana Assembly polls, the party is facing internal 
dissent. Energy and Jails Minister Ranjit Singh Chautala, 
79, and MLA Lakshman Dass Napa quit the party after being 
denied tickets. Chautala, son of former deputy prime minister 
Devi Lal, announced his decision to contest the elections as 
an Independent 
after consulting his 
supporters. Napa, 
MLA from Ratia, also 
resigned and is set 
to join the Congress 
after meeting 
former chief 
minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda.
Former minister 
Karan Dev Kamboj 
stepped down as 
state BJP’s OBC Morcha chief after his candidacy was ignored, 
expressing disappointment over the party’s treatment of loyal 
members. 
The BJP's first list has sparked discontent among several sitting 
legislators, including Sanjay Singh and Sandeep Singh, who 
were not renominated. Kavita Jain, a senior BJP leader, was 
also upset after being passed over for the Sonipat seat, despite 
her years of service to the party.
With BJP aiming for a third consecutive win in Haryana, it 
now faces challenges from internal rebellion and a resurgent 
Congress looking to capitalize on anti-incumbency sentiment. 
The election results will be declared on October 8.

The Congress party is gearing up for the Haryana Assembly 
elections scheduled for October 5, 2024, with results 
expected on October 8. The party has decided not to project a 
chief ministerial candidate, instead opting for a combined 
leadership approach to curb internal factionalism and 
broaden its appeal. Former Haryana CM Bhupender Singh 
Hooda is leading the Congress campaign, although some 
factions within the party, including leaders like Kumari 
Selja and Randeep Surjewala, have expressed concerns 
about Hooda’s consolidation of power.
The Congress is currently in talks with the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) about a potential alliance. Although both 
parties contested the 2024 general elections together, early 
signs suggested they might go their separate ways in the 
assembly polls. AAP is reportedly demanding 10 seats, 
but Congress has offered only two to three, with further 
negotiations expected to be led by AAP National Convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal.
Congress is focusing on a coalition of Jats, Dalits, and 
Muslims to counter the BJP’s traditional strength in non-Jat 
and urban areas. Dalits, who make up 20% of the population, 
are a key constituency, with Kumari Selja emerging as a 
significant figure in maintaining their support.
The Congress-AAP alliance proved successful in the general 
elections, securing a 48% vote share and matching the 
BJP’s five seats. Both parties aim to avoid splitting the 
opposition vote, which could benefit the BJP in critical 
assembly segments. As Congress focuses on rural areas 
dominated by Jat voters, it hopes AAP can attract urban 
voters, particularly in regions bordering Delhi and Punjab, 
to maximise electoral gains.

The Uttarakhand government has removed Indian Forest 
Service (IFS) officer Rahul from his position as Director of Rajaji 
Tiger Reserve, following directions from Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami. The Forest Department issued an official order 
on Tuesday, September 3, relieving Rahul of his duties, with the 
decision presented to the Supreme Court on Wednesday.
The government took this step after the Supreme Court raised 
concerns regarding Rahul's appointment due to his previous 
removal from Corbett Tiger Reserve over allegations of illegal 
tree cutting. His role as Director of Rajaji Tiger Reserve came 
under scrutiny as the court took exception to his posting.
According to a government statement, Rahul has been 
reassigned as Chief Forest Conservator, Monitoring, Evaluation, 
IT, and Modernisation, based in Dehradun. The decision, after 
"due consideration," was formalized on September 3. The Deputy 
Secretary of the Forest Department issued the official orders for 
his transfer, aligning with the instructions of Chief Minister 
Dhami.
During a hearing related to the case, the government informed 
the Supreme Court of the action, leading to the dismissal of a 
related petition.
Forest Minister Subodh Uniyal commented that the decision 
to appoint Rahul to Rajaji Tiger Reserve had been made 
unanimously by him and the Chief Minister. However, the 
recent transfer reflects the government's response to the 
concerns raised by the judiciary. 
Rahul, a senior IFS officer, had previously been involved 
in multiple transfers within the state’s forest department, 
including a tenure as Director of Corbett Tiger Reserve, before 
being moved to Rajaji. He will now oversee monitoring and 
modernisation initiatives in his new role.

Trump Mentioned During Supreme Court 
Hearing on Arvind Kejriwal's Arrest

In a Supreme Court hearing today on Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s peti-
tion challenging his arrest, former U.S. 
President Donald Trump found an un-
usual mention. Senior advocate Abhishek 
Singhvi, representing Mr. Kejriwal, hu-
morously remarked that "Trump" has be-
come a "dangerous word" nowadays.
While presenting his argument, Singhvi 
emphasized that the prosecution's efforts 
to restart the case should be overridden 
by Article 21 of the Constitution, which 
guarantees the right to life and liberty. He 
quipped, “Article 21 of the Constitution will 
trump... Nowadays, Trump is a dangerous 

word,” referring to Trump’s current bid 
for a second U.S. presidential term.
The Supreme Court bench, led by Justices 
Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan, is hearing 
Kejriwal’s petition to challenge his arrest, 
which occurred on June 26 following a CBI 
investigation into the Delhi excise policy 
case. Kejriwal has spent over five months 
in jail and was previously denied bail by 
the Delhi High Court on August 5, which 
upheld his arrest as legal.
Singhvi's comments came as the court de-
liberates on whether to grant Kejriwal bail. 
The Delhi High Court ruled that Kejriwal’s 
arrest was justified, citing the possibility 

that the AAP chief could influence witness-
es in the ongoing investigation into alleged 
irregularities in the excise policy.
The outcome of this Supreme Court hear-
ing is critical for Kejriwal, who, despite 
receiving interim bail in a related En-
forcement Directorate case, remains in 
prison. The excise policy at the center of 
the controversy was scrapped in 2022, 
following allegations of corruption and 
irregularities in its formulation and ex-
ecution. Both the CBI and ED allege that 
undue favours were extended to license 
holders under the policy, leading to a 
wide-ranging investigation.

The Delhi High Court on Thursday issued a contempt of court 
notice to Wikipedia for failing to comply with orders to disclose 
information about edits made to a page related to news agency 
ANI. The court warned Wikipedia to adhere to Indian laws, 
stating, "If you don't like India, please don't work in India... we 
will ask the government to block your site."
The case stems from ANI's defamation claim against Wikipedia 
after an edit described the news agency as a "propaganda tool" 
of the Indian government. ANI argued that Wikipedia allowed 
defamatory edits and failed to disclose details of three accounts 
responsible for the changes, despite a court order. ANI also 
pointed out that Wikipedia had not clarified whether the three 
individuals were official editors.
In its defence, Wikipedia explained that the delay in providing 
the requested information was due to the submission of 
certain documents, further complicated by the fact that 
Wikipedia is not based in India. However, Justice Navin 
Chawla expressed dissatisfaction, warning Wikipedia about 
potential consequences, including a government block on the 
website. 
"It is not a question of the defendant not being an entity in 
India. We will close your business transactions here. We will 
ask the government to block Wikipedia... Earlier also you took 
this position," the judge stated.
The court has ordered a representative of Wikipedia to appear 
at the next hearing scheduled for October. The Wikimedia 
Foundation, which runs Wikipedia, released a statement earlier 
identifying itself as a "technology host" that does not control 
content, which is managed by a global community of volunteer 
editors.

The Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) has prohibited 
idol immersion in the Yamuna River and other water bodies, 
ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi and Durga Puja, imposing a fine of 
₹50,000 on violators. In an order issued on Wednesday, the DPCC 
instructed local civic bodies to establish temporary immersion 
sites or artificial ponds near residential areas for eco-friendly 
idol immersion.
This decision aligns with directives from the National Mission 
for Clean Ganga (NMCG), which prohibited idol immersion in 
the Ganga and its tributaries in 2019 and 2021, specifying similar 
fines for violations. The DPCC has mandated the Delhi Police 
and municipal bodies to enforce the guidelines and take action 
against illegal idol-making operations, particularly those using 
toxic materials.
The order explicitly prohibits the use of Plaster of Paris (POP) 
idols, which contribute to significant water pollution. Toxic 
chemicals like mercury, lead, chromium, and cadmium used 
in idol-making leach into water bodies during immersions, 
causing harm to aquatic life and potentially posing health risks 
to humans.
Vehicles transporting prohibited idols will be closely monitored, 
and violators of the guidelines face fines of up to ₹50,000. 
Continued non-compliance could result in additional penalties 
ranging from ₹10,000 to ₹15,00,000, the DPCC warned.
To mitigate pollution, the DPCC is promoting eco-friendly idol 
immersion practices. Residents are advised to use designated 
immersion sites or artificial ponds. Decanted water from these 
sites should be repurposed for gardening, while biodegradable 
materials from idols should be composted.
The DPCC has also announced plans for water quality 
assessments before, during, and after the immersion process 
to ensure environmental compliance. Awareness campaigns 
are being launched to educate the public on the importance of 
using eco-friendly idols and following the new guidelines.

Delhi High Court Issues 
Contempt Notice to Wikipedia 

Over ANI Defamation Case

DPCC Bans Idol Immersion in Yamuna, Imposes ₹50,000 Fine Ahead of Festivals

Rebellion Hits BJP After 
First List of Candidates for 
Haryana Assembly Polls

Congress Prepares for 
Haryana Assembly Polls, 

Eyes Alliance with AAP

Uttarakhand Government 
Removes IFS Officer Rahul as 

Director of Rajaji Tiger Reserve



LinkedIn has unveiled its prestigious list of the top 20 MBA programmes 
worldwide, with two Indian institutions making a notable impact. The 
Indian School of Business (ISB) has been ranked 6th globally, while 
the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad holds the 19th 
position. This ranking highlights the growing recognition of Indian 
business schools on the global stage.
LinkedIn’s rankings are aimed at guiding professionals in selecting 
the best MBA programmes to advance their careers. The list is based 
on a comprehensive analysis of career outcomes for MBA graduates 
from across the globe. Several factors are considered in this analysis, 
including job placement rates, promotion rates, network strength, 
leadership potential, and gender diversity.
Stanford University secured the top spot on the list, followed by 
INSEAD and Harvard University. The rankings also include prominent 
institutions like the University of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT), and Northwestern University. ISB’s placement in 
the 6th position globally, ahead of several top-tier US and European 
schools, is a remarkable achievement. IIM Ahmedabad, another highly 
respected institution in India, holds the 19th spot, further emphasizing 
the global competitiveness of Indian MBA programmes.
The methodology behind LinkedIn’s rankings evaluates various 
dimensions of career success for MBA graduates. These include 
job placement, promotion rates, the strength of alumni networks, 
leadership potential, and gender diversity. Job placement looks at 
hiring rates and the percentage of graduates securing full-time roles 
within a year of graduation. Promotion rates focus on how quickly 
alumni advance to senior management positions. Network strength is 

determined by the quality and growth of alumni networks, including 
connections with senior professionals. Leadership potential is gauged 
by the proportion of alumni who reach C-Suite or entrepreneurial roles 
post-MBA, while gender diversity assesses the balance between male 
and female graduates.
The recognition of ISB and IIM Ahmedabad underscores the growing 
global impact of Indian business schools in shaping successful careers. 
Their inclusion in the top 20 MBA programmes worldwide highlights 
the increasing importance of Indian institutions in global business 
education and career advancement.
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Macron Appoints Former 
EU Brexit Negotiator Michel 

Barnier as French Prime 
Minister

Putin Acknowledges 
India’s Role in Efforts to 
Resolve Ukraine Conflict

French President Emmanuel Macron has 
appointed Michel Barnier, the European Union's 
former chief Brexit negotiator, as his new prime 
minister following weeks of negotiations after 
an inconclusive snap election in July. Barnier, 
73, a seasoned conservative politician, previously 
held key roles in French governments and as an 
EU Commissioner.
The appointment comes amid political deadlock, 
as no party secured a majority in the recent 
parliamentary elections. Macron’s centrist 
coalition lost significant seats, and despite 
the left's New Popular Front alliance winning 
the most votes, Macron ruled out forming a 
government with them.
The far-right National Rally (RN), one of the 
largest parties in parliament, signaled cautious 
openness to Barnier's appointment, provided he 
addresses immigration and electoral reforms. 
However, RN lawmakers emphasized the 
demand for proportional representation and the 
dissolution of parliament by next July.
Political uncertainty remains, with doubts over 
whether Barnier’s government will be able to 
pass reforms in a hung parliament.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has named 
India as one of three countries he is in regular 
contact with regarding efforts to resolve the 
ongoing Ukraine conflict. During the plenary 
session of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in 
Vladivostok, Putin highlighted the involvement 
of India, along with China and Brazil, in seeking 
peaceful solutions to the crisis, according to 
Russian state news agency TASS.
“If there is a desire from Ukraine to continue 
negotiations, I am open to that,” Putin reportedly 
said. His comments come two weeks after 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s historic 
visit to Ukraine, where Modi engaged in talks 
with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, urging 
Russia and Ukraine to resolve their differences 
diplomatically.
Russian Presidential Spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
also emphasized the "highly constructive" 
relationship between Modi and Putin, noting 
India’s potential to mediate between the 
conflicting parties. Peskov stated that Modi’s 
open communication with both Putin and 
Zelenskyy presents a valuable opportunity for 
India to influence the global dialogue on the 
conflict.
Although no specific plans for mediation are in 
place, Peskov acknowledged India’s potential to 
help facilitate peace discussions. PM Modi's visit 
to Ukraine, the first by an Indian prime minister, 
underscored India’s commitment to peaceful 
resolution, with Modi offering India’s assistance 
in ending the war.
Modi's nearly nine-hour stay in Kyiv on August 23 
followed his summit talks with Putin six weeks 
prior, which sparked concern in some Western 
capitals. During his talks with Zelenskyy, Modi 
reiterated that India stands for peace and 
is willing to contribute actively to finding a 
resolution.

Jagmeet Singh Withdraws NDP 
Support from Trudeau's Liberal Govt

In a significant political shakeup, Jagmeet Singh, leader of 
Canada’s New Democratic Party (NDP), has announced the 
withdrawal of his party’s support for Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s minority Liberal government. This move comes 
ahead of next year’s general election and signals the end of 
a confidence-and-supply agreement between the two parties.
In a video message posted on social media, Singh criticized 
Trudeau for failing to combat corporate greed and warned that 
the Liberals are unfit to take on the opposition Conservatives, 
who are showing strong gains in recent polls. 
"Justin Trudeau has proven again and again he will always 
cave to corporate greed. The Liberals have let people down. 
They don't deserve another chance from Canadians," Singh 
said. He further emphasized the upcoming challenge posed 
by the Conservatives under Pierre Poilievre, warning against 
potential cuts to social services and benefits for workers, 
retirees, and families.
The NDP-Liberal agreement, forged in 2022, was meant to keep 
Trudeau’s government afloat until October 2025. However, 
NDP insiders suggest the decision to end the deal had been 
under discussion for two weeks before Singh’s sudden 
announcement.

India Emerges as Top Emerging 
Market Pick for Morgan Stanley, 

Set to Overtake China in MSCI Index

Morgan Stanley has reaffirmed India as its 
top pick among emerging markets, plac-
ing it as the second favorite behind Japan 
in the Indo-Pacific region. The investment 
bank noted that India is on the verge of 
surpassing China as the most influential 
country in the MSCI Emerging Markets In-
dex, potentially attracting more foreign in-
vestment and boosting the ongoing stock 
market rally.
India’s weightage in the MSCI Emerging 
Markets Index rose to 19.8% following a re-
cent adjustment in August, narrowing the 
gap with China, whose weightage has fallen 
to 24.2% from 39.1% in December 2020. India’s 
share has nearly doubled since 2020, driven 

by foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) who have 
poured in over ₹531.78 billion ($6.33 billion) 
into Indian equities so far in 2024.
Morgan Stanley analysts, led by Ridham 
Desai, predict that India's stock market 
rally, with a 16% gain in the Nifty 50 this 
year, is only "past the halfway mark." They 
expect continued inflows, driven by policy 
stability, global interest rate cuts, and do-
mestic institutional investors, to fuel the 
next phase of market growth. 
Morgan Stanley remains bullish on In-
dia, favoring cyclical sectors and large-cap 
stocks, with an overweight stance on fi-
nancials, technology, consumer discretion-
ary, and industrials.

Xi Pledges $51 Billion in Support for Africa Amid 
Accusations of China’s "Debt Diplomacy"

Chinese President Xi Jinping has pledged nearly $51 billion in financial 
aid and investment for Africa, reinforcing China’s role as the continent’s 
largest bilateral lender. Speaking at the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) Summit in Beijing, Xi committed to boosting infrastructure projects, 
creating 1 million jobs, and supporting economic development across the 
debt-distressed continent.
Xi's promises include 360 billion yuan ($50.7 billion) in assistance, with 210 
billion provided through credit lines and 70 billion in fresh investments by 
Chinese companies. The funding will be used for industrial, agricultural, 
and infrastructure projects, as well as the launch of 30 clean energy 
initiatives across Africa.
Although Xi did not address Africa's rising debt in his speech, the summit's 
Beijing Action Plan for 2024-2027 outlined terms for debt repayment 
postponements. The plan also proposed establishing an African rating 
agency to improve financial assessments.

Muhammad Yunus Urges 
Sheikh Hasina to Remain 

Silent During Exile in India
Muhammad Yunus, head of Bangladesh's interim 
government, has expressed displeasure over former 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s political remarks 
during her exile in India, calling it an “unfriendly 
gesture” that strains relations between the two na-
tions. In an interview with PTI, Yunus emphasized 
that while Bangladesh values its strong ties with 
India, Hasina’s public statements are causing dis-
comfort.
Yunus, appointed Chief Advisor following Hasina’s 
ouster after widespread anti-government protests, 
said her continued commentary from India com-
plicates efforts to restore peace in Bangladesh. He 
asserted that Hasina must remain silent until Ban-
gladesh officially requests her extradition.
“If India wants to keep her until Bangladesh needs 
her back, the condition should be that she has to 
keep quiet," Yunus said, adding that her speeches 
from abroad have been detrimental to both coun-
tries.
Hasina fled to India after resigning on August 5, 
following mass protests against her government. 
Her stay in India has fueled speculation, and Yunus 
hinted that her public remarks, including a recent 
demand for justice over violence in Bangladesh, 
have created unnecessary tensions.
Yunus also criticized the narrative that portrays 
Sheikh Hasina as the only leader capable of main-
taining stability in Bangladesh, urging India to 
move beyond this perception. “India is captivated 
by the narrative that Bangladesh will turn into Af-
ghanistan without Hasina. This needs to change,” 
Yunus remarked. He dismissed concerns raised 
by India regarding attacks on Hindu minorities in 
Bangladesh as exaggerated, stating that such inci-
dents are being used as a political excuse. 

ISB and IIM Ahmedabad Shine in LinkedIn's Top Global MBA Programmes
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Market Declines Amid Pressure 
from Reliance, Bharti Airtel

 Pharma Hits Lifetime High, Titan and ITC Resist Losses

Stock market indices closed lower today as 
shares of Reliance and Bharti Airtel 

fell. After a stagnant start, the bench-
mark indices fluctuated within a nar-
row range before hitting intraday lows. 
Lack of support from European and in-
ternational markets contributed to the 
decline. Titan and ITC managed to avoid 
losses, while the market breadth on the 
BSE favored buyers, with 2,260 stocks 
gaining and 1,667 losing. The rupee set-
tled at 83.97 against the dollar.

The BSE Sensex opened at 82,469, up from 
the previous close of 82,352, and touched an 
intraday low of 82,130. It reached a high of 
82,617 before closing at 82,201, down by 151 
points. The NSE Nifty opened at 25,250, dipped to a low of 
25,127, and peaked at 25,275, eventually closing 53 points 
lower at 25,145. Nifty Bank gained 72 points to settle at 
51,473.

Among the Nifty50, 17 companies gained while 33 lost. Ti-
tan, LTI Mindtree, Wipro, BPCL, and ITC were among the 
gainers, whereas Cipla, Dr. Reddy’s, Coal India, Reliance, 
and Britannia were notable losers. Sector-wise, indices for 
Bank, Finance, IT, Media, Metal, PSU Bank, Private Bank, 
and Consumer Durables saw slight rises. Oil and gas, real-
ty, pharma, FMCG, and auto indices also rose.

In corporate news, Reliance Industries approved a bonus 
share issue and an increase in authorized share capital. 
PTC Industries received orders from Israel Aerospace, and 
Ease My Trip will set up a new company for electric bus-
es. Honeywell Automation began manufacturing battery 
storage systems, and Max Estates raised Rs.800 crore un-
der the QIP scheme. MOIL shares surged as production hit 
record levels.

Recommended Stocks:

1. Titan Company Limited (TITAN)
• Titan has been a consistent performer, 
driven by strong demand in the jewel-
ry segment and robust expansion in its 
watches and eyewear businesses. The 
company avoided losses in today’s weak 
market, reflecting its strength in consumer demand. Ti-
tan has been benefiting from festive season demand and 
its ability to maintain margins despite inflationary pres-
sures. Titan is a good buy for short- to medium-term in-
vestors, given its strong fundamentals and positive con-
sumer demand.

2. Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)
• IOC has been under pressure due to global 
crude oil price fluctuations. However, the com-

pany’s refining and marketing operations remain solid. 
Any stabilization in oil prices could benefit IOC in the near 
term. The approval for bonus shares and authorized cap-
ital increase signals confidence from the management. 
These developments could attract more investor interest. 
IOC is a good buy on dips for long-term investors looking 
for exposure to the oil and gas sector, particularly after the 
bonus share announcement.

3. Cholamandalam Investment and 
Finance Company (CholaFin)
• CholaFin has shown strong growth 
in its lending business, particularly in vehicle financing 
and SME loans. The financial sector has been performing 
well, and CholaFin is benefiting from increasing demand 
for consumer and vehicle loans. The company’s strong fi-
nancial results and expanding loan book indicate a posi-
tive future outlook. CholaFin is a strong buy for short-term 
traders and long-term investors, given its solid funda-
mentals and sector growth.

4. Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC)
• IRCTC remains a strong player in the railway 
services sector, benefiting from its monopoly in 
online ticketing and catering services. The stock 
has shown resilience, despite market volatility. 
With the return of travel demand post-pandem-
ic, IRCTC has seen strong revenue growth from its ticket-
ing and tourism services.

5. Info Edge (Naukri)
• Naukri has been benefit-
ing from a strong job mar-
ket, particularly in the tech 
and IT sectors. The company’s recruitment services and job 
portals have seen increased demand. Info Edge’s invest-
ments in various tech startups and its leadership in the 
job portal space make it a strong player in the tech-driven 
recruitment sector. Naukri is a solid buy for both short- 
and long-term investors.

Gold Prices Drop to 
Two-Week Low

Gold prices have continued their 
downward trend, falling for 

the fourth consecutive session as 
market sentiment weakens in an-
ticipation of a potential rate cut by 
the US Federal Reserve. The pre-
cious metal dropped to its lowest 
level in two weeks, reflecting the 
impact of shifting expectations 
around the Fed’s upcoming policy 
meeting.

Spot gold prices declined by 0.2%, 
trading at $2,486 per ounce, while 
US gold futures also dipped by 
0.2% to $2,518.30 per ounce. In 
the domestic market, 10 grams of 
gold on the Multi Commodity Ex-

change (MCX) saw a decrease of 
₹170, bringing the price to ₹71,200 
per 10 grams. Similarly, gold on 
the Comex fell by $9 per ounce, 
reaching $2,483 per ounce.

The decline in gold prices comes 
amid growing speculation that 
the US Federal Reserve might im-
plement a 0.50 basis point rate cut 
at its policy meeting scheduled for 
the 18th of this month. This poten-
tial cut has fueled uncertainty in 
the market, pushing investors to 
adopt a cautious approach, con-
tributing to the continued weak-
ening of gold prices.

India’s Digital Payments Surge: UPI Dominates Market
India’s digital payments 

sector is experiencing 
remarkable growth, with 
transaction volumes in-
creasing by 42% year-on-
year (YoY) in FY 2023-24, 
as revealed in a new PwC 
report. The industry is pro-
jected to expand threefold, 
with transaction volumes 
expected to climb from 159 
billion in FY 2023-24 to 481 
billion by FY 2028-29.

The market value of trans-
actions is also set to nearly 
double, growing from INR 265 trillion to 
₹593 trillion over the same period. The 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) re-
mains a key driver of this growth. UPI 
saw a substantial 57% YoY increase in 
transaction volume in FY 2023-24, sur-
passing 131 billion transactions.

By FY 2028-29, UPI transactions are an-

ticipated to reach 439 billion, represent-
ing an impressive 91% of India’s retail 
digital payment transactions. In FY 
2023 alone, UPI accounted for over 75% 
of the total transaction volume, under-
lining its central role in the digital pay-
ments ecosystem. This growth trend 
has continued into FY 2024, with UPI 
transactions valued at ₹199.9 trillion.

The PwC report fore-
casts that daily UPI 
transactions may hit 
1 billion by FY 2027-28 
and could soar to 1.4 
billion by FY 2028-29, 
reflecting UPI’s expand-
ing market penetra-
tion and technological 
advancements. As UPI 
usage rises, debit card 
transactions are declin-
ing, with consumers 
increasingly favoring 
UPI for its convenience.

Additionally, the digital payment infra-
structure is rapidly growing across In-
dia, including Tier 2, 3, and 4 cities. QR 
code usage has surged by over 30% in 
FY 2023-24, and innovations like sound-
boxes and new activation strategies are 
further driving the adoption of digital 
payments, particularly in smaller cit-
ies.

Adani Group Seeks $1.5 Billion in Dollar Bond Sales to Refinance Debt
Billionaire Gautam Adani’s conglomerate is ne-

gotiating with global banks to raise at least 
$1.5 billion through dollar bond sales, marking a 
significant move in its recovery from a short sell-
er attack. The funds are intended to refinance ex-
isting project debt, with the Adani Group aiming 
to complete the bond sales in multiple tranches 
by the end of February, according to sources who 
requested anonymity.

The bonds will primarily be issued by Adani 
Green Energy Ltd. and Adani Energy Solutions 
Ltd., as well as through special purpose vehicles. 
The issuance plan includes both green and sus-
tainability-linked bonds, with discussions on-
going with over ten banks across Japan, Europe, 
and the Middle East.

The Adani Group, however, did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment on these devel-
opments.

This move follows the conglomerate’s return to 
the dollar bond market in March, its first since 
a report by short seller Hindenburg Research in 
early 2023. The report accused the Adani Group of 
fraud and stock manipulation, allegations which 
the group has consistently denied. India’s mar-
ket regulator SEBI has also cleared the group of 
wrongdoing.

Despite these developments, the performance of 
Adani’s 18-year bonds, issued earlier this year, has 
been lackluster. The bonds have seen a steady de-
cline in the secondary market, trading at approx-
imately 96 cents on the dollar as of Thursday.

Indian Merchandise 

Exports Expected to 

Improve in H2 2024 Amid 

Global Trade Upturn

The World Trade Organization 
(WTO) has reported a poten-

tial boost for Indian merchandise 
exports in the latter half of 2024, 
following an uptick in global trade 
volume, as indicated by the WTO 
Goods Trade Barometer. Despite 
this positive outlook, uncertain-
ties remain due to shifting mon-
etary policies in advanced econ-
omies and ongoing weakness in 
export orders.

Indian goods exports have faced 
significant challenges recently, 
largely due to decreased demand 
from Western markets. For the 
financial year 2023-24 (FY24), In-
dia’s merchandise exports experi-
enced a decline of 3.1 percent. The 
drop has been more pronounced 
in labour-intensive sectors such 
as textiles, leather, and gems and 

jewellery, which have struggled to 
maintain previous levels of output 
and demand.

The anticipated improvement in 
exports is contingent on several 
factors, including the stabilization 
of global trade conditions and res-
olution of the uncertainties sur-
rounding monetary policies. The 
WTO’s positive projection offers 
a glimmer of hope for Indian ex-
porters, who are eagerly awaiting 
a rebound in global demand and 
more favorable trade conditions.

As the global trade environment 
continues to evolve, Indian ex-
porters will be closely monitoring 
these developments to adapt and 
capitalize on potential growth op-
portunities in the second half of 
the year.
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Counter-Counter-

Terrorism Terrorism 
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T
he hijacking of Indian Airlines flight IC-814 in De-
cember 1999 is a chilling reminder of how vulnerable 
even large nations can be to acts of terrorism. The 

crisis, which unfolded over eight harrowing days, tested 
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led Indian government in ways 
that would leave a lasting imprint on the country’s count-
er-terrorism policies. The actions of the Pakistan-based 
terrorist group Harkat-ul-Mujahideen (HuM), their de-
mands, and the subsequent release of three dangerous ter-
rorists in exchange for the hostages left a bitter aftertaste 
that continues to shape India’s response to such crises.

The hijacking began on December 24, 1999, when Indian 
Airlines flight IC-814 took off from Kathmandu for Delhi. 
What should have been a routine two-hour flight turned 
into an eight-day nightmare for the 176 passengers and 
crew aboard the Airbus A300. The hijackers—operatives 
of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen—commandeered the plane 
and took it on a journey that saw it touch down in Am-
ritsar, Lahore, Dubai, and finally, Taliban-controlled Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan. Once in Kandahar, the situation spi-
raled out of India’s control, forcing the government into 
difficult negotiations.

A Hostage Crisis with Far-Reaching 
Demands 

The hijackers’ initial demands were extreme, seeking the 
release of 36 terrorists, the body of militant commander 
Sajjad Afghani, and a $200 million ransom. These demands 
were rejected as “un-Islamic” by the Taliban, leading to 
revised negotiations where Indian officials, including Ajit 
Doval, faced pressure to release Maulana Masood Azhar in 
exchange for 15 hostages. Though initially rejected, the es-
calating crisis and concern for the hostages led the Indian 
government to ultimately release three notorious terror-
ists—Masood Azhar, Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, and Ahmed 
Omar Saeed Sheikh—who later played pivotal roles in 
global terror activities.

The Terrorists Behind the Demands

Sajjad Afghani, a commander of Harkat-ul-Ansar, was 
killed in 1999 during a failed jailbreak. His cellmate, Mau-
lana Masood Azhar, later became a notorious terrorist, 
founding Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), responsible for ma-
jor attacks like the 2001 Indian Parliament and 2019 Pul-
wama attacks. Azhar’s release during the IC-814 hijacking 
had significant consequences, with his ties to Al-Qaeda 
and Pakistan’s ISI strengthening his global terror influ-
ence. Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh, also released during the 
hijacking, later gained infamy for the 2002 murder of jour-
nalist Daniel Pearl, further complicating the hijacking’s 
legacy.

Negotiating with Terrorists: A Double-
Edged Sword 

The IC-814 hijacking 
was not just a test 
of India’s diplomat-
ic and intelligence 
capabilities; it was a 
moral quandary that 
laid bare the diffi-
cult choices nations 
must make when 
faced with terror-
ism. On one hand, 
the Vajpayee govern-
ment could not risk 
the lives of 176 pas-
sengers and crew. 
On the other, nego-
tiating with terror-
ists—and worse, agreeing to their demands—was likely to 
embolden future terrorist activities. The release of Masood 
Azhar, Zargar, and Sheikh undoubtedly had lasting reper-
cussions, with Azhar’s Jaish-e-Mohammed becoming one 
of the most lethal terror groups targeting India.

Ajit Doval, who was part of the negotiating team, later 
admitted that the ISI’s involvement played a crucial role 
in the outcome of the hijacking. Without the backing of 
Pakistan’s intelligence agency, he suggested, the situation 
might have been resolved differently. Kandahar, where 
the negotiations took place, was not just a Taliban strong-
hold but also a base for Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda net-
work. The Taliban’s control of the area, combined with the 
presence of global jihadist forces, created a perfect storm 
for India, one that left the government with few viable op-
tions.

The Aftermath and Lessons Learned

The IC-814 hijacking forced India to reevaluate its count-
er-terrorism strategies and security protocols. It exposed 
the vulnerabilities in airport security, intelligence gath-
ering, and crisis management. In the years since, India 
has made significant strides in improving its counter-ter-
rorism capabilities. However, the specter of the Kandahar 
hijacking still looms large over the nation’s approach to 
dealing with terrorism.

One of the biggest takeaways from the crisis was the need 
for a more coordinated global response to terrorism. The 
role of state actors like Pakistan in supporting terrorist 
activities has long been a point of contention between 
India and the international community. The hijacking 
underscored the importance of international cooperation 
in tackling terrorism, especially when state-sponsored 
groups are involved.

Conclusion

The IC-814 hijacking remains one of the darkest chapters in 
India’s modern history. It not only exposed the deep-rooted 
ties between terror groups and state actors but also high-
lighted the difficult choices governments face when ne-
gotiating with terrorists. The legacy of that incident con-
tinues to shape India’s counter-terrorism strategies and 
serves as a stark reminder of the global nature of terror-
ism. While the lives of the hostages were saved, the long-
term consequences of releasing Masood Azhar and others 
have left an indelible mark on India’s fight against terror.
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EU to Review Google’s Compliance 

Proposals on Fair Competition

European Union antitrust regulators are set 
to seek feedback next week on Google’s lat-

est proposals to comply with new tech regula-
tions designed to foster fair competition, ac-
cording to sources familiar with the matter. 
This review will determine whether Google 
faces formal charges for alleged antitrust vi-
olations.

In March, the European Commission initiated 
an investigation into Google to assess wheth-
er the tech giant favors its own vertical search 
engines—such as Google Shopping, Google 
Flights, and Google Hotels—over competing 
services. The inquiry also aims to determine if 
Google discriminates against third-party ser-
vices in its search results.

This investigation was prompted by com-
plaints from rivals, including comparison 
shopping sites, who allege that Google has not 
fully adhered to the EU’s Digital Markets Act 

(DMA). The DMA is intended to curb the dom-
inance of major tech companies and ensure a 
fair competitive landscape for smaller busi-
nesses.

In response to the criticism, Google has put 
forward proposals to address these concerns. 
The company’s plan includes creating a sepa-
rate section in its search results for rival ser-
vices, positioning it below its own product list-
ing ads box. Additionally, Google has proposed 
to set up two adjacent boxes: one for interme-
diaries and another for direct suppliers such 
as airlines, hotels, and retailers.

These measures aim to address the EU's con-
cerns by providing more visibility and equal 
opportunity for competitors in search results. 
The effectiveness of these proposals will be 
evaluated through the upcoming feedback pro-
cess, which will play a crucial role in shaping 
the regulatory outcome for Google.

Why Just Drinking 
Water Isn't Enough

Whether you're enduring the blazing heat 
on your commute or waking up parched 

in the middle of the night, a tall glass of wa-
ter can feel like a refreshing oasis. Water, be-
ing a fundamental need, plays a crucial role in 
our survival and health. Our bodies are approx-
imately 70% water, which is lost through sweat 
and urine, making hydration essential. Howev-
er, simply drinking water may not be sufficient 
to fully meet your body’s needs. 

Many people believe that adequate hydration 
is as simple as drinking enough water, but this 
belief can be misleading. According to insights 
from an Ayurvedic Health Coach, your wa-
ter-drinking habits may need to be adjusted for 
optimal health benefits. For example, drinking 
water in large quantities at once or during meals 
might not be as beneficial as sipping throughout 

the day or consuming it between meals.

In Ayurveda, the timing and manner of drinking 
water are considered important. Sipping warm 
water in the morning is often recommended to 
kickstart digestion, while drinking cold water 
during meals may be advised against, as it can 
impair digestive fire or Agni. Additionally, the 
quality of water is important; it should be clean 
and free of contaminants. 

Understanding these nuances can help you re-
fine your hydration habits. Drinking water is 
crucial, but integrating it with mindful prac-
tices and considering individual needs can en-
hance its benefits. For anyone seeking to opti-
mize their hydration strategy, consulting with 
a health coach or following Ayurvedic principles 
might provide valuable guidance.

Australia to Introduce 

New AI Guidelines 
Australia's centre-left govern-

ment announced plans to in-
troduce targeted artificial intel-
ligence (AI) regulations aimed at 
ensuring human intervention and 
transparency amid the rapid adop-
tion of AI technologies. Industry 
and Science Minister Ed Husic re-
vealed 10 new voluntary AI guide-
lines and opened a month-long 
consultation to explore the possi-
bility of making these guidelines 
mandatory in high-risk scenarios.

Husic emphasized that while AI 
offers significant benefits, there is 
a strong public demand for safe-
guards to prevent potential mis-
use. “Australians want stronger protections 
on AI; we’ve heard that, we’ve listened,” Husic 
stated. The guidelines stress the importance of 
maintaining human control throughout an AI 
system's lifecycle to manage unintended con-
sequences and ensure meaningful oversight. 
Companies will also be required to be trans-
parent about AI's role in content creation.

Global concerns about misinformation and 
fake news fueled by AI tools have led to strin-
gent regulations elsewhere. For instance, the 
European Union recently enacted compre-
hensive AI laws imposing strict transparen-
cy requirements on high-risk AI systems. In 
contrast, Australia's approach has been more 
flexible, relying on voluntary compliance until 
now.

The report also highlighted that current reg-
ulations are insufficient for managing high-
risk AI scenarios. Husic noted that only a third 
of businesses using AI are adhering to respon-
sible practices concerning safety, fairness, 
accountability, and transparency. With AI ex-
pected to create up to 200,000 jobs in Austra-
lia by 2030, Husic stressed the importance of 
equipping businesses to develop and utilize AI 
responsibly.

Australia has previously introduced eight vol-
untary principles for responsible AI use but 
has yet to implement specific AI laws. Husic's 
announcement indicates a shift towards more 
robust regulatory measures to address the 
evolving challenges posed by AI technologies.

Spanish Shoppers Use 
'Upside Down' Pineapples in 
Supermarkets to Find Love

In Spain, a new dating 
trend has emerged as 

an alternative to mo-
notonous dating apps: 
singles are flocking to 
popular grocery stores 
with exotic fruits in 
their shopping carts, 
hoping to spark roman-
tic connections. This un-
conventional approach, 
popularized on TikTok, 
has seen varying degrees 
of success, reflecting a 
broader disillusionment 
with online dating.

The trend gained at-
tention when Spanish 
comedian Vivy Lin sug-
gested that the 7 to 8 p.m. window at Mercadona 
stores is ideal for meeting potential partners. 
Gustavo Contreras, a 28-year-old waiter from 
Malaga, shared his experience of navigating his 
local Mercadona with an upside-down pineap-
ple in search of romance. Despite encountering 
some curious glances, he didn't find a match, 
attributing a subsequent shortage of pineapples 
to the trend's rising popularity.

Fan, a resident of Barcelona, tried the pineap-
ple method at a Mercadona near the Sagrada 
Familia but also failed to find a romantic con-
nection. He observed that the method’s appeal 
lies in its departure from the repetitive nature 
of dating apps. “People are bored with endless 
swiping and small talk,” Fan said. “In-person 

interactions offer a more genuine connection.”

This trend highlights a growing frustration 
with dating apps, which many users find in-
creasingly frustrating due to new pricing struc-
tures, complex algorithms, and concerns about 
interacting with real people versus AI chatbots. 
The dissatisfaction is exemplified by a recent 
class-action lawsuit against Match Group, the 
owner of Tinder and Hinge, which accused the 
company of designing apps to prolong user en-
gagement rather than facilitating real-life con-
nections.

As the pineapple method gains traction, it un-
derscores a desire for more meaningful, face-
to-face encounters over the impersonal nature 
of online dating platforms.

With the anticipated launch of the 
iPhone 16 series just around the 

corner, excitement is building among 
Apple enthusiasts. Apple, known for its 
secrecy, has kept details about its new 
iPhones tightly under wraps, leading to 
a flood of speculations and leaks online. 
One intriguing rumor that has emerged 
is that the iPhone 16 Pro Max might be 
the largest iPhone ever produced, sur-
passing previous models in size.

A recent report has highlighted a signif-

icant potential upgrade for the iPhone 16 
Pro models: they may come with a max-
imum storage capacity of 2TB. If this ru-
mor proves accurate, it would represent 
a substantial increase from the current 
1TB maximum offered by previous iP-
hone Pro models. This upgrade could 
offer users significantly more space for 
apps, photos, videos, and other data, 
aligning with the growing demand for 
higher storage capacities in high-end 
smartphones.

As we count down the days to the official 
announcement, anticipation continues 
to build. The iPhone 16 series is expected 
to introduce several advancements and 
new features, but the possibility of a 2TB 
storage option stands out as a particu-
larly noteworthy enhancement.

Stay tuned for more updates as the 
launch date approaches and addition-
al details about the iPhone 16 series 
emerge.

iPhone 16 Pro Max Could Feature Up to 2TB Storage



World number one Jannik 
Sinner secured his first US Open 
semi-final berth on Wednesday, 
overcoming 2021 champion 
and two-time runner-up Daniil 
Medvedev in a gripping four-set 
clash. Sinner, aiming for his 
second major title of the year after 
winning the Australian Open, 
triumphed 6-2, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4. He will 
next face Britain’s 25th-ranked 
Jack Draper for a spot in the final.

At 23, Sinner is the sole top-10 
player in the semi-finals. He will 
face number 12 Taylor Fritz or 
US compatriot Frances Tiafoe, 
ranked 20, in Friday’s other 
semi-final. Sinner had previously 
defeated Medvedev from two sets 
down at the Australian Open, 
but the Russian avenged that 
loss in another five-set battle at 
Wimbledon.

Sinner commented on the match, 
“It was very tough, I knew it 
would be very physical. It was 
strange in the first two sets; 
whoever got the break seemed to 
gain momentum.” He expressed 
anticipation for his match against 
Draper, noting their friendship off 
the court and Draper's impressive 
performance in the tournament 
so far.

In Wednesday’s quarter-final, 
Sinner dominated the first set 
with two breaks, while Medvedev 

committed 15 unforced errors to 
Sinner’s six. Medvedev responded 
by breaking twice to win the 
second set. Sinner bounced back 
strongly, winning the third set in 
just 30 minutes. Despite Medvedev 

saving two break points in the 
sixth game of the fourth set, 
Sinner secured a crucial break 
for a 4-3 lead and closed out the 
match.

Medvedev struggled with 57 
unforced errors and had to save 
10 of 15 break points, falling short 
of reaching his 10th Grand Slam 
semi-final.
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Historic Day for India at Paralympics: 
Harvinder Singh and Dharambir Shine

Harvinder Singh made history as the 
first Indian archer to win gold at the 
Paralympics, adding a remarkable 
achievement to India’s already 
impressive performance at the 
Games. On the same day, Dharambir 
delivered a record-breaking throw in 
the club throw event, showcasing the 
prowess of Indian athletes.

Harvinder Singh, who previously 
secured a bronze medal in Tokyo, 
surpassed his earlier success with a 
commanding 6-0 victory over Poland’s 
Lukasz Ciszek in the archery final. 
The 33-year-old from Haryana, who 
has overcome physical challenges 
from a young age, secured his place 
in Paralympic history with this 
gold medal. Dharambir also made 
headlines with an Asian record-
breaking throw of 34.92 meters in the 
F51 club throw final, maintaining his 
lead throughout the competition. His 
performance was complemented by 
Pranav Soorma, who finished second 
with a throw of 34.59 meters. The 
F51 club throw event is designed for 
athletes with severe impairments, 
requiring them to generate power 
using only their shoulders and arms.

Adding to India’s medal tally, world 
champion shot-putter Sachin Sarjerao 
Khilari won silver with a throw of 
16.32 meters, setting a new Asian 
record and surpassing his previous 
best. Despite a strong challenge from 
Canada’s Greg Stewart, who defended 
his gold, Khilari’s performance was a 
significant highlight of the day.

India’s overall medal haul now stands 

at 24, including five gold, nine silver, 
and ten bronze medals, placing the 
nation 13th in the standings. This 
is India’s best-ever performance at 
the Paralympics, with three days of 
competition still remaining.

In contrast, Indian shooters Nihal 
Singh and Rudransh Khandelwal did 
not advance to the finals in the mixed 
50m pistol (SH1) event, with both 
finishing outside the top positions.

Jannik Sinner Reaches First 
US Open Semi-Final with Win 

Over Daniil Medvedev

New Zealand Arrives in 
Greater Noida for One-Off 
Test Against Afghanistan

New Zealand's cricket team has 
arrived in Greater Noida ahead of 
their one-off Test match against 
Afghanistan, scheduled to start 
on September 9. This Test will 
mark the first-ever red-ball fixture 
between the two teams and will 
be played at the Greater Noida 
Sports Complex Ground.

The BlackCaps have assembled a 
strong squad for this Test, led by 
veteran pacer Tim Southee. The 
team features former captain 
Kane Williamson, who had earlier 
opted out of a central contract this 
year, as well as Devon Conway, 
Glenn Phillips, and Rachin 
Ravindra. Tom Latham remains 
the vice-captain.

New Zealand's squad includes five 
spin options: Michael Bracewell, 
Mitchell Santner, Ajaz Patel, and 
part-timers Phillips and Ravindra. 

The team is set to hold their first 
practice session on Friday in 
preparation for the match.

This Test against Afghanistan is 
part of New Zealand’s preparation 
for their upcoming two-match 
series against Sri Lanka, which 
will be crucial for the World Test 
Championship (WTC) standings. 
Following the series in Sri Lanka, 
New Zealand will return to India 
for a three-match Test series 
against the Indian team, led by 
Rohit Sharma. These matches, 
also part of the WTC calendar, 
will be played in Bengaluru, Pune, 
and Mumbai from October to 
November.

Currently, New Zealand holds 
the third position in the ICC WTC 
points table, trailing behind last 
edition's finalists, India and 
Australia.

Jos Buttler Out of England vs 
Australia T20Is; Phil Salt to Lead

England captain Jos Buttler has been ruled out of the 
T20I series against Australia due to a persistent right calf 
injury. The England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) has 
also expressed concerns about his availability for the 
ODI series against Australia later this month. In Buttler’s 
absence, Phil Salt, who recently captained the Manchester 
Originals in The Hundred, will lead the England side for 
the T20Is. All-rounder Jamie Overton has been added to 
the squad as well.

Jordan Cox, currently with the Test squad for the final 
match against Sri Lanka at The Oval, has been included 
in the ODI squad as cover. The three-match T20I series 
will commence on September 11 at the Rose Bowl in 
Southampton.

Following the T20Is, England will face Australia in a five-
match ODI series starting September 19 at Trent Bridge. 
This series marks the beginning of a new chapter for 

England cricket, with the team looking to rebound after 
failing to defend their ODI and T20 World Cup titles.

Marcus Trescothick will serve as interim coach for 
the series against Australia following the dismissal of 
Matthew Mott. Brendon McCullum is set to take over as 
head coach at the start of 2025.

**England T20I Squad**: Phil Salt (captain), Jofra Archer, 
Jacob Bethell, Brydon Carse, Jordan Cox, Sam Curran, Josh 
Hull, Will Jacks, Liam Livingstone, Saqib Mahmood, Dan 
Mousley, Adil Rashid, Jamie Overton, Reece Topley, John 
Turner.

**England ODI Squad**: Jos Buttler (captain), Jofra Archer, 
Gus Atkinson, Jacob Bethell, Harry Brook, Brydon Carse, 
Ben Duckett, Josh Hull, Will Jacks, Matthew Potts, Adil 
Rashid, Phil Salt, Jamie Smith, Reece Topley, John Turner, 
Jordan Cox.

Pant Urges India to Stay Focused Ahead of Test Series Against Bangladesh
Wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant has 
urged the Indian cricket team to avoid 
underestimating Bangladesh in their 
upcoming two-Test series. Pant emphasized 
the need for India to continuously improve 
to maintain their edge over competitors. 
Bangladesh, fresh from a 2-0 series victory 
over Pakistan in Rawalpindi, will face India 
in the first Test in Chennai on September 
19, followed by a match in Kanpur.
India is set to play 10 Tests over the next 

five months, starting with this series 
against Bangladesh, then moving on to 
three Tests against New Zealand at home 
in October-November, before a five-Test 
series against Australia for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.

Pant noted that teams like Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka excel in Asian 
conditions due to their familiarity with 
the wickets. “As the Indian cricket team, 

we focus solely on our own standards and 
how we can improve. Regardless of the 
opposition, we strive to play with the same 
intensity and give our 100 percent every 
single day,” he said.

He highlighted that no series can be taken 
lightly, given the narrow margins in 
international cricket. “The gap between 
international teams is very small, and you 
can’t take any series lightly,” Pant warned.



Bollywood is abuzz with 
excitement as Tollywood stars 
make their mark in Bollywood 
films. Jr. NTR is set to star in "War 
2," continuing the trend of Telugu 
actors crossing over to Hindi 
cinema.

Adding to the buzz, pan-Indian 
superstar Prabhas is rumored to 
have a special role in "Singham 
Again," directed by Rohit Shetty 
and starring Ajay Devgn. Although 
details about Prabhas’s role 
remain under wraps, a recent 
poster featuring the theme 
music from his film "Kalki" has 
fueled speculation. If confirmed, 
Prabhas’s inclusion would 
certainly heighten the film’s 
appeal.

This wouldn't be Prabhas’s 
first cameo in Bollywood. He 

previously appeared in "Action 
Jackson," dancing alongside 
Ajay Devgn as a favor to director 
Prabhu Deva.

The excitement doesn’t stop there. 
Rumors suggest that Tamil star 
Suriya, famous for his role in the 
original "Singham," might also 
make a guest appearance in this 

new installment. This potential 
addition has further amplified 
fan enthusiasm.

"Singham Again," the third film 
in the popular Singham series, 
was originally slated for an 
August release but has been 
pushed to Diwali to accommodate 
additional production work. 

The debate over the theatrical 
window for Telugu films has 
intensified with the recent release 
of Ram Pothineni's *Double 
Ismart*. The film, directed by Puri 
Jagannath, hit theaters on August 
15, 2024, and has since made a 
swift transition to streaming 
on Amazon Prime. This rapid 
move from the big screen to 
digital platforms has caught the 
attention of both fans and critics.

*Double Ismart* received a mixed 
response from audiences. While 
the film’s intriguing blend of sci-fi 
elements with mass appeal was 
appreciated, it faced criticism 
for its lack of emotional depth 
and weak writing. Despite these 
drawbacks, Ram Pothineni's 
energetic performance and Puri 
Jagannath's attempt to recreate 
the magic of his previous 
successes offered some enjoyment 
to viewers.

The film's quick shift to OTT 
has sparked discussions about 
the changing landscape of film 

releases. Originally, the plan was 
for *Double Ismart* to be available 
on digital platforms 45 days after 
its theatrical release. However, 
the movie's early debut on 
Amazon Prime—taking less than 
half the anticipated time—has 
certainly thrilled fans eager to 
watch it from the comfort of their 
homes.
This shift highlights a broader 

trend in the industry where 
the traditional theatrical 
window is shrinking, raising 
questions about the impact 
on both film profitability and 
viewer experience. As the debate 
continues, the rapid availability of 
films like *Double Ismart* on OTT 
platforms signals a significant 
change in how audiences access 
and enjoy cinema.
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Nani's  HIT 3rd Case Glimpse 
Unveils Intense New Role

Following the blockbuster success of 
*Saripodhaa Sanivaaram*, fans have 
been eagerly anticipating Nani’s next 
project. Today, the much-anticipated 
announcement has arrived: Nani’s 
forthcoming film is *HIT: The 3rd Case*, 
directed by Sailesh Kolanu and produced 
by Prashanti Tipirneni under Wall 
Poster Cinema and Nani’s Unanimous 
Productions.

To build excitement, the makers released 
a teaser titled "Hunter’s Command," 
offering a glimpse into Nani’s character. 
The clip features a tense scene where 
two officers are in pursuit of a HIT 
officer, trying to rescue him from 
imminent danger. However, it turns out 
that the HIT officer, Arjun Sarkaar, is 
actually a threat himself.

Nani makes a striking and intense 
entrance, appearing with bloodied hands 

and wielding an axe. His commanding 
presence is heightened by his signature 
smoking style, and he delivers a 
powerful line, “Get set and go,” with a 
commanding voice that makes a lasting 
impact. This portrayal promises to be 
one of Nani's most fierce and compelling 
roles to date.

The teaser impresses with its technical 
prowess, showcasing exceptional 
camera work by Sanu John Varghese 
and an intense background score 
composed by Mickey J Meyer. The 
high-quality visuals and gripping music 
contribute to the film's anticipation.

With the release date set for May 1, 2025, 
the teaser has significantly heightened 
curiosity and excitement for *HIT: The 
3rd Case*. Fans and movie buffs alike are 
eagerly awaiting to see how Nani’s new 
role unfolds on the big screen.

Jr NTR and Janhvi Kapoor Set 
Screens Ablaze with New Single 

The makers of the highly anticipated action 
drama *Devara: Part 1* have just released their 
third single, “Daavudi,” much to the excitement 
of fans. The song, unveiled on Wednesday, 
showcases a captivating dance number set 
against a dramatic water backdrop, featuring 
electrifying performances by Jr NTR and Janhvi 
Kapoor.

The video, which highlights the chemistry 
between the leads, sees Jr NTR and Janhvi 
Kapoor delivering energetic and dynamic dance 
moves that light up the screen. The stunning 
visuals and engaging choreography are set to 
make “Daavudi” a major highlight of the film’s 
soundtrack.

Janhvi Kapoor shared the song on Instagram, 
expressing her enthusiasm and anticipation for 
the film’s release. She captioned the post, “Here’s 
the #Daavudi Video Song to keep you on track 
for the Blast on the Big Screens.” Her post has 
generated significant buzz, drawing attention to 
the film and its vibrant new single.

With its impressive visuals and catchy beats, 
“Daavudi” is poised to be a hit among audiences 
and adds to the growing excitement surrounding 
*Devara: Part 1*. Fans are eagerly awaiting more 
updates and the film's release, as the song 
further amplifies the anticipation for this high-
octane action drama.

Alia Bhatt Unveils New Posters for Jigra
Alia Bhatt has shared two striking new posters for her highly anticipated film 
*Jigra*, which is set for release on October 11. The first poster features Bhatt 
prominently in the foreground, armed and determined, while Vedang Raina’s 
silhouette looms in the background. The accompanying caption, "Tu mere protection 
mein hai. Jigra in cinemas 11th October," hints at a protective and intense storyline.

In the second poster, Bhatt's intense gaze directly engages the camera, conveying a 
sense of urgency and depth. The caption reads, "Kahaani bahut lambi hai aur bhai 
ke paas waqt bahut bahut kam," which translates to "The story is very long but my 
brother has very little time." This caption adds an element of tension, suggesting a 
gripping narrative involving a race against time.

Bhatt’s mother, veteran actress Soni Razdan, congratulated her daughter on the 
new posters, expressing support for the film. The film, directed by Vasan Bala, also 
features Jason Shah in a significant role.
*Jigra* has generated considerable buzz, with Bhatt’s dual poster reveal amplifying 
excitement among fans. The posters offer a glimpse into the film's high-stakes 
plot and Bhatt’s dynamic role. The film’s release date is eagerly anticipated, as it 
promises to deliver a compelling narrative and showcase Bhatt’s impressive range 
as an actress.

Prabhas, Rohit Shetty likely to work together for 1st time

Shah Rukh Khan Tops List of Celebrity Taxpayers in 2024
According to Fortune India’s latest report, Shah Rukh Khan has emerged as 
the highest taxpayer among Indian celebrities for the fiscal year 2024, pay-
ing an impressive Rs 92 crore. Tamil cinema’s renowned star, Vijay, follows 
closely, having paid Rs 80 crore in taxes. Salman Khan, another prominent 
figure in Indian cinema, ranks third with a tax payment of Rs 75 crore. The 
list also includes other major celebrities from various fields. Legendary 
actor Amitabh Bachchan paid Rs 71 crore, while Ajay Devgn contributed Rs 42 
crore. Ranbir Kapoor, Hrithik Roshan, Kapil Sharma, Kareena Kapoor, and 
Shahid Kapoor also made notable contributions, paying Rs 36 crore, Rs 28 
crore, Rs 26 crore, Rs 20 crore, and Rs 14 crore respectively.

Double Ismart Arrives On OTT


