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FEW PERSONS OF ATOP CHANNEL
INVOLVEMENT IN ATTACKS
ASSOCIATING WITH YCP

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: A Telugu top channel, which
is famous nationwide and has been involved in AP
politics in various ways, is now facing heat from
the police. In the case of the attack on the TDP
headquarters located in Mangalagiri, reporters
from that channel have received notices and have
gone for questioning. However, the police have not
yet revealed the role of these reporters. Meanwhile,
on social media, many issues are coming to the
forefront regarding this case and the involvement
of this channel. Initially, many believed that these
claims were circulated by a rival media person.
Now, after the police investigation, notices, and
questioning, all these developments seem to
support the news that was circulated on social
media.

As per a buzz, a key editorial person who works in
Hyderabad, a key reporter working in Vijayawada,
and a reporter who joined the channel after the
attack have been involved in a significant way.

On October 19, 2021, attacks occurred on the
TDP headquarters and the house of TDP leader
Pattabhi. Hundreds of people suddenly appeared
and dismantled many things in the TDP office.
Another group attacked the house of Pattabhi and
assaulted him physically. The attack happened
after Mr. Pattabhi used an abusive word against
the then Chief Minister, Mr. YS Jaganmohan
Reddy. Even the CM supported these attacks in the
name of his fans’ anger.

Now, the surprising thing is that the involvement
of that top channel’s employees in these attacks
is more than expected. They allegedly planned
and orchestrated these attacks. The leaders
of the then ruling party and these channel
employees conducted meetings in the channel
office itself. Some participated directly, while
others participated virtually. The editorial person
participated from the Hyderabad office, and the
key reporter participated from Vijayawada.

Union Cabinet Clears
Rs. 12,500 Crore for
Polavaram Project

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: In a significant development,
the Union Cabinet has approved the release of Rs. 12,500
crore for the Polavaram Project, bringing much-needed
relief to Andhra Pradesh. This decision comes after
persistent efforts by Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu, who made multiple visits to Delhi, urging

central ministers to release the pending funds.

The Polavaram Project, which faced numerous delays
during the YCP's tenure from 2019 to 2024 due to
issues like reverse tendering, contractor changes, and
technical setbacks, is now set to regain momentum.
With Chandrababu Naidu back in power, he initiated
comprehensive discussions to revive the project and

push for its completion.

The central government's approval

activities in the region.

includes the
reimbursement of old bills, and the allocation of
funds is expected to expedite the construction work.
The project, once completed, will play a crucial role in
addressing water needs and supporting agricultural

The representatives of the top channel explained
to the leaders how the attack should be carried
out, where to attack, when to attack, and the
precautions to be taken, such as ensuring the
absence of police. They provided detailed directions.
The leaders involved in this episode monitored the
attack from the car of the concerned reporter from
the top channel.

One more interesting thing is that these top
channel employees allegedly met the then Chief
Minister and explained how they had successfully
planned the attack, receiving appreciation for
their efforts. Even in the attack by Jogi Ramesh on
the house of Chandrababu Naidu, the reporter is
said to have given directions.

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: There is a buzz
that Amararaja Batteries is planning to
shift their plan of installing a new plant
to Andhra Pradesh. In May 2023, due to
protests by local people, the project has not
yet started, and no construction has taken
place. The company was supposed to invest
9,600 crores over a span of 10 years. It was
projected that thousands of jobs would be cr
eated due to this investment. Recently, Mr.
KTR, who was the key person in bringing
the company to Telangana, has stated that
the company is planning to go back to AP.
He blamed Mr. Revanth Reddy, stating that
the Chief Minister of Telangana is not caring
and not capable of stopping the company’s
shift.

Amararaja Batteries, a company owned by
the Galla family of Chittoor, was founded
by Mr. Galla Ramachandra Naidu in 1985.
The company has become the largest manu
facturer of automotive batteries in India.
His wife, Galla Aruna Kumari, and his son,
Galla Jayadev, are involved in politics and
are currently with the Telugu Desam Party.
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The editorial person of the channel allegedly
planned social media promotion for the ruling
party, managing many YouTube channels. In this
way, he reportedly worked for the ruling party
more than for the top channel. All these claims
are circulating on social media, but nobody is
speaking openly about these issues. Everyone is
watching and waiting for the final report from
the police on these cases. Devineni Avinash, Jogi
Ramesh, Lella Appireddy, and local leaders of
YCP are already facing charges in these cases.
Some are absconding, and others have applied
for anticipatory bail. What will happen to the
employees of the top channel is a matter of
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TPN, New Delhi: In a significant move, the
Union Council of Ministers,
Minister Narendra Modi,
development of 12 industrial smart cities across
ten states, with Andhra Pradesh securing two
and Telangana one. These cities will be part of
six major industrial corridors planned to boost
economic growth and create job opportunities
across the country.

curiosity now.

In 2022, the then Chlef Mmlster of AP Mr
YS Jaganmohan Reddy, allegedly started
troubling the company as part of a political
vendetta. The AP Pollution Control Board
issued notices to the company and asked

them to close two plants, citing high
pollution as the reason. Mr. Galla Jayadev,
who was the MP of Guntur at that time,
went to the courts and obtained a stay order.

However, the repeated attempts by the AP

Government led Mr. Galla Jayadev to leave

led by Prime
has approved the

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced

The Rule” Revealed

AMARARAJA BATTERIES PLANT IS
GOING BACK TO AP FROM TELANGANA.. .

politics and start the plant outside Andhra
Pradesh. He received an invitation from the
Government of Telangana under BRS and
laid the foundation stone in Mahabubnagar
District to manufacture Lithium-Ion
Batteries, which are key for electric vehicles.

Now, the situation in AP has changed. The
government has changed, and the TDP-JSP-
BJP alliance is in power. As there has been
no progress in the plant installation in
Telangana and with a favorable government
now in AP, Mr. Galla Jayadev is reportedly
considering shifting the plant installation to
Andhra Pradesh.

As per the buzz, he is now in talks with
the Chief Minister, Mr. N. Chandrababu
Naidu. Moreover, he had a meeting with
Mr. Pawan Kalyan, who holds the portfolio
of Environment. Since the company had
faced pollution-related issues, he consulted
with Deputy CM Mr. Pawan Kalyan to sort
out that issue. Very soon, they are expected
to announce their decision.

that the central government has allocated Rs. 28,
602 crore for these projects. The industrial smart
cities will be located in Orvakal and Kopparthy in
Andhra Pradesh, and Zaheerabad in Telangana,
among other locations across India.

Union Minister Ram Mohan Naidu, speaking at
a press meet in Delhi, confirmed that Kopparthy
in Kadapa district will be developed
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into a smart city, with 2,596 acres of land
dedicated to this project. The industrial hub
in Kopparthy is expected to create 54,500
jobs. Similarly, Orvakal in Kurnool district
will have an industrial hub developed on
2,621 acres, generating employment for
45,000 individuals.

The government will invest Rs. 2,137 crore
in the development of Kopparthy and Rs.
2,786 crore in Orvakal. Additionally, Naidu
mentioned that the central government
would also focus on developing the
Bengaluru-Hyderabad and Visakhapatnam-
Chennai industrial corridors as part of this
initiative.

CBI Court Grants
Permission for
Jagan's
Foreign Trip

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: In a significant
development, the CBI court has granted YSRCP
leader and former Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy permission
to travel abroad, providing him relief amid
the ongoing investigation into the illegal
assets case. The court approved Jagan's
request to visit the UK from September 3 to
25, 2024, to attend his daughter's birthday
celebrations.

YS Jagan had filed a petition 15 days ago
seeking permission for the trip. Although
the CBI initially objected to his foreign travel
by filing an affidavit, the court ultimately
allowed it under specific conditions. The
court mandated that Jagan must provide the
complete details of his trip, including his
mobile number and email address, to both
the court and the CBI before his departure.

Additionally, the CBI court has permitted the
issuance of a new passport to Jagan, with a
validity of five years, to facilitate his travel.
This ruling comes as a temporary relief for
Jagan, who continues to face legal scrutiny
in the ongoing investigation.

Highlights

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu has
expressed his happiness over the
Centre's recent decisions, which
include the complete construction
of the Polavaram project and the
allocation of two new industrial
hubs to Andhra Pradesh. He
described today as a historic day for
AP and a good start for the state's
development.

Inamediaconferenceheldinlight of
the central government's readiness
to fully construct the Polavaram
project and the announcement
of two industrial hubs for AP,
Chandrababu emphasized that
this announcement will provide a
much-needed boost to a state that
has been in a state of depression
and despair. He believes that these
developments will restore trust and
provide assurance to the people of
Andhra Pradesh.

Chandrababu highlighted that the

Polavaram will be completely built as a national project.

CM Chandrababu expressed happiness over the Centre's decisions.

project and its announcement of two industrial hubs for AP.
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Polavaram project is a completely
national project. He revealed
that the cost of the project under
Phase-1 is ¥30,436.95 crores. By the
time this project was declared a
national project, an investment
of 4,730 crores had already been
made. Chandrababu explained that

there is an understanding that
this amount will be considered the

Allocation of two industrial
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state's share, and the Centre will
bear the remaining cost.

Regarding the remaining balance,
it is clear that 25,706 crores is
needed, out of which 15,146 crores
have already been released. He
further explained that the central
cabinet has approved, in principle,
the allocation of 12,157 crores for

Confident That AP Will Develop with
the Centre's Actions: CM Chandrababu

hubs to AP.

CM Chandrababu held a media conference following the central government's expression of readiness to completely construct the Polavaram

land acquisition and rehabilitation
expenses. The Centre has agreed to
provide 6,000 crores for the year
2024-25 and 36,157 crores for 2025-

26.
Additionally, with the newly
announced industrial hubs at

Kopparthi and Orvakallu, along
with the two hubs announced
earlier, the total number of
industrial hubs in AP has now
increased to four. Chandrababu
stated that once these hubs are
completed, they will create jobs in
AP and significantly contribute to
the state's economic development.

Chandrababu expressed confidence
that the state will develop with
the Centre's actions. He criticized

the previous government,
accusing them of failing to utilize
opportunities that could have

benefited the state and instead
claiming credit for achievements
they did not contribute to.

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: Amidst
a surge in cases of viral fever,
diarrhea, and other seasonal
diseases across Andhra Pradesh,
Health Minister Satyakumar Yadav
held a critical review meeting on
Tuesday with medical officers
and staff from all districts via
video conference. The meeting,
conducted from the Secretariat,
focused on the control and
prevention of diseases such as
dengue, malaria, and diarrhea.

Minister Satyakumar instructed
the officials of the Medical and
Health Department, as well as
those from the Panchayat Raj
and Municipal Departments,
to work together under a joint
plan to effectively combat these
seasonal diseases. He emphasized
the importance of ensuring the
availability of essential medicines
in all healthcare facilities and

directed that early steps be taken
to address any potential shortages.

The Minister also stressed the
need for improved sanitation
and environmental cleanliness
in hospitals, urging coordination
between various departments
to maintain hygiene standards.
Specific instructions were given
to prevent sewage accumulation
and to control mosquito growth by
adding oil balls to stagnant water.
He also suggested the distribution
and use of mosquito nets in
tribal areas to protect vulnerable
populations.

Furthermore, Minister Satyakumar
provided guidelines on measures
to be taken in government hostels

to safeguard the health of residents |

during this season of heightened
disease risk. The directives aim
to ensure a comprehensive and
proactive approach to disease
prevention and control across the
state.

Minister Satyakumar Issues Key Directives to
Health Officials on Seasonal Disease Control

AP Cabinet: Major Decisions Include
Reversal of Key Policies

Pradesh:

Andhra

TPN, In a

administration has decided to revert

significant cabinet meeting held

at the Velagapudi Secretariat in
Amaravati today, the Andhra Pradesh
state government made several
high-impact decisions, signaling a
shift away from the policies of the
previous administration. Among
the most notable decisions were
the cancellation of Jagan Mohan
Reddy's photo on Pattadar passbooks,
the discontinuation of the reverse
tendering system, and the abolition
of the Special Enforcement Bureau
(SEB).

The cabinet, which convened
under the new e-cabinet system,
marking a move towards a paperless
government, took these and other

crucial decisions. The cancellation
of the reverse tendering system,
which had been a cornerstone of

the YCP government's approach to
contract allocation over the past five
years, was a major focus. The current

to the old tender system, effectively
ending the reverse tendering process
that was implemented in the name
of cost-saving.

Additionally, the cabinet decided to
disband the Special Enforcement
Bureau, which was established by the
previous government to curb illegal
activities related to sand and liquor.
The SEB had come under scrutiny,
with allegations that it was being
used to target political opponents.
Moving forward, the responsibility
for controlling such irregularities
will revert to the regular police force
and vigilance departments.

In another critical move, the cabinet

gavethegreenlight forthe resumption
of work on the Polavaram project, a
vital infrastructure initiative. The
cabinet decided to retain Megha
Engineering as the contractor,
continuing the work initiated by the
previous government. This decision
also includes the commencement of
construction on the Polavaram Left
Canal.

Other decisions made during the
meeting include the go-ahead for
elections of irrigation societies in the
stateandahaltonlandregistrationsin
disputed areas, further underscoring
the cabinet's commitment to
addressing contentious issues within
the state.
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Janasena MLA Clarifies
Remarks on Allu Arjun,
Denies Any Enmit
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TPN, Andhra Pradesh: Janasena Tadepalligudem MLA Bolishetti
Srinivas recently found himself amidst a controversy involving
Tollywood star Allu Arjun and the Mega family. His comments,
which appeared to downplay Allu Arjun’'s fanbase, sparked a stir
and prompted the Mega family to intervene.

In response to the situation, Bolishetti Srinivas held a press
conference today to clarify his remarks. He explained that his
comments were made in response to a question posed by the
media and were not intended to create any controversy. The
MLA emphasized that he has no personal enmity towards Allu
Arjun and that neither he nor his party, Janasena, holds any ill
will against the actor.

Srinivas stated, "I only answered the question asked by the me-
dia about Allu Arjun, and with that, it's over. If Allu Arjun says
anything, I will respond, but I have no intention of speaking
unnecessarily.”

This clarification comes as an attempt to quell the tensions that
arose from his earlier remarks, making it clear that there is no
ongoing feud between him and Allu Arjun.

Potula Sunitha Resigns
from YCP and MLC Post

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: In the wake of a significant defeat in the
recent elections, the YSR Congress Party (YCP) has faced another
blow with the resignation of MLC Potula Sunitha. Following the
party's poor performance, securing only 11 assembly seats and 4
MP seats, several key leaders have begun to exit the party, with
Sunitha being the latest to depart.

Potula Sunitha, who also served as the president of YCP's state
women's wing, officially resigned from both her party mem-
bership and her position as MLC today. She sent her resignation
letter to party chief YS Jagan Mohan Reddy and the Legislative
Council. While Sunitha has not yet revealed which party she
plans to join, she stated that she will announce her future plans
soon.

Her departure marks another challenge for YCP as it continues
to grapple with the aftermath of the electoral defeat and the
ongoing exit of prominent leaders.

Another Big Wicket Down in YSRCP?

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: The YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) in Andhra Pradesh
seems to be facing increasing difficul-
ties in maintaining its cohesion follow-
ing its significant defeat in both the as-
sembly and parliament elections a few
months ago. Former Chief Minister and
party president YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
is struggling to keep the party together
as many loyalists have drifted into po-
litical obscurity since the elections.

The party has already seen sever-
al prominent leaders defect or resign
in the last two months, and now, re-
ports suggest that YSRCP may face an-
other major setback. According to the
latest media reports, Rajya Sabha MP
Mopidevi Venkataramana, a staunch
loyalist of Jagan, is expected to resign
from the YSR Congress Party tomorrow
and join the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
in the presence of Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu.

Mopidevi, who currently serves as the par-
ty president of Bapatla Constituency, has
had a long political career. He was elected
from the Repalle Assembly constituency

in the 2009 elections as a member of
the Congress Party and joined YSRCP
after its formation in 2011. Although he
faced defeats in the 2014 and 2019 elec-
tions, his loyalty was rewarded with a
Rajya Sabha seat in 2020.

Recently, Mopidevi was removed as the
in-charge of the Repalle constituency, a
move that angered the YSRCP cadre and
his followers. Despite the discontent,
Mopidevi publicly supported the par-
ty leadership’s decision. However, his
unexpected decision to resign from the
party now comes as a surprise, and the
reasons behind it remain unclear.

If Mopidevi does indeed leave YSRCP,
it will be a significant blow to Jagan,
especially following the recent resig-
nation of former Deputy CM Alla Nani
from the party. The potential defection
of Mopidevi could further weaken the
party's standing as it struggles to recover
from its recent electoral losses.

TDP and Janasena Leaders Set
to Join Rajya Sabha

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: The wave of res-
ignations within the YSR Congress Party
(YCP) continues as two of its Rajya Sabha
members, Mopidevi Venkataramana and
Beda Mastana Rao, are reportedly set to
resign. Both leaders are expected to leave
their positions in the Rajya Sabha, mak-
ing way for new representatives from the
TDP-Janasena alliance.

Currently, the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
has no representation in the Rajya Sabha,
while YCP holds 11 seats. With the immi-
nent resignation of Mopidevi Venkatara-
mana and Beda Mastana Rao, the alliance
partners, TDP and Janasena, are poised to
fill these vacancies.

Mopidevi Venkataramana, a close as-
sociate of YCP leader Jagan Mohan Red-
dy, is said to have secured an assurance
from Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu
regarding his son’s future political pros-
pects, likely in the form of an MLC seat.
Similarly, Beda Mastana Rao is reportedly
in discussions to join TDP and continue
his political career, with a potential MLC
position on the horizon.

The resignations of these two members
will trigger the election of two new Rajya
Sabha representatives. Based on the cur-
rent numerical strength in the assembly,
these positions are expected to be filled by
candidates from the TDP-Janasena alli-
ance.

It is almost certain that Galla Jayadev, a
former two-time MP and key figure in AP's
investor discussions, will be nominated
by TDP. In the Janasena quota, there is

_J
speculation that Mega Brother Nagababu,
a prominent figure in the party, may be
selected. However, if Nagababu’s nomina-
tion faces any delays, senior leader Varla
Ramaiah could be considered for the po-
sition.

As it stands, Galla Jayadev and Nagababu
appear to be the most likely candidates to
take the two Rajya Sabha seats, marking a
significant shift in representation for the
TDP and Janasena alliance.

TPN, Andhra Pradesh:
State Civil Supplies Min-
ister Nadendla Manohar
emphasized the Andhra
Pradesh government's
commitment to safe-
guarding farmers’ inter-
ests, asserting that there
will be no tolerance for
any exploitation of farm-
ers. Speaking at a review
meeting held at the Com-
missioner of Civil Supplies
Department office in Vi-
jayawada on Tuesday, Minister Manohar
addressed manufacturers and dealers of
fertilizers and pesticides across the state.
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During the meeting, organized un-

der the auspices of the

Weights and Measures

Department, the Minister

stressed the importance

of ensuring that there are

no discrepancies in the

prices and measurements

of urea, DAP, fertilizers,

and pesticides. "It is ev-

1 eryone's responsibility to

&\ ~ ensure that the farmer is

!.','. not cheated,” he stated,

warning that strict action

would be taken against

any violations of weight and MRP regula-
tions.

Manohar also highlighted the govern-
ment's dedication to providing the mini-

mum support price to every farmer during
the upcoming kharif season. He noted that
laws would continue to evolve in line with
the aspirations of the people and urged
manufacturers to comply with the newly
enforced unit sale price rule. "The govern-
ment always stands on the side of the con-
sumer,” he said, adding, "If the farmer is
happy, then we all will be happy.”

The Minister assured that there is current-
ly no shortage of fertilizers in the state
and called on manufacturers and dealers
to prioritize the welfare of farmers in their
operations. The meeting also included a
power point presentation by Joint Control-
ler of Weights and Measures Department,
B. Ram Kumar, on the new laws and reg-
ulations.

YS Sharmila Criticizes Government's
Response to Health Crisis in AP

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: YS Sharmila Reddy,
the APCC Chief, has strongly criticized the
coalition government's handling of the on-
going health crisis in Andhra Pradesh. She
expressed deep concern over the rise of vec-
tor-borne diseases such as dengue, malaria,
and chikungunya, which have left many in
the state bedridden.

Sharmila pointed out the dire conditions in
government hospitals, where overcrowding
has led to multiple patients being treated on
a single bed. She criticized the lack of prompt
action by the Health Department, accusing
the government of being unprepared and
slow to respond, despite the worsening situ-
ation.

“There is a health emergency in the state,”
Reddy declared, urging the coalition govern-
ment to immediately improve facilities in
government hospitals, ensure the availabil-

Roja Distances Herself from YCP?

ity of medicines, and implement mosquito
control measures in both rural and urban
areas. She also called for an efficient moni-
toring system involving all departments and
demanded that the Chief Minister personally
oversee the situation to prevent further casu-
alties.

Sharmila concluded by stating that the Con-
gress party is demanding urgent action to
protect the people of Andhra Pradesh from
the escalating health crisis.

TPN, Andhra Pradesh: Amidst the post-election
turm011 within the YSR Congress Party (YCP),
speculation is rife about the potential exit of sev-
eral key leaders. Following the party's electoral
defeat, two Rajya Sabha members, Mopidevi Ven-
kataramana and Beda Mastana Rao, are almost
certain to join the Telugu Desam Party (TDP). Ad-
ditionally, Potula Sunitha recently resigned from
YCP, and rumors have been circulating that for-
mer minister Roja might also be on her way out.

Roja's possible departure has been a hot topic,
especially after she removed a photo with Jagan
from her social media profile, fueling specula-
tion that she might be leaving YCP. There were
even reports suggesting that she could join an-
other political party in Andhra Pradesh or enter
Tamil Nadu politics through the Tamil Vetri Ka-
lagam founded by actor Vijay.

While the rumors have been swirling, Roja has
maintained silence, neither confirming nor de-
nying the news. However, her recent tweet has
provided some clarity. On the occasion of YS Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy and Bharathi Reddy's wedding

anniversary, R0]a extended her heartfelt wishes,
expressing hope for their continued together-
ness. This gesture is seen as a reaffirmation of
her loyalty to Jagan, whom she referred to as her
brother.

Roja, who has served as a two-time MLA and a
minister in Jagan's government, has taken a step
back following her defeat in the recent elections.
Her latest tweet, however, suggests that she re-
mains connected to Jagan and the YCP, dispelling
rumors of her immediate departure. The tweet
has since gone viral, drawing significant atten-
tion amidst the ongoing political developments.
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Government

Implements

Strategic Measures to Boost
Cotton Quality and Production
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TPN, Amaravati: In a crucial inter-depart-
mental meeting held today, the Andhra
Pradesh Government has introduced sig-
nificant measures aimed at improving
the quality and production of cotton in the
state. Chaired by Hon’ble Minister for Ag-
riculture K. Atchannaidu, Hon’ble Minis-
ter for Handlooms & Textiles S. Savita, and
Principal Secretary (H&T) K. Sunitha, the
meeting brought together key stakehold-
ers to discuss comprehensive strategies
for the cotton industry.

A notable development was the commit-
ment from the Ginners Association to
self-regulate and adhere to stricter stan-
dards. The association agreed to the im-
position of penalties on ginning units that
continue to accept cotton in polypropylene
bags, which contribute to contamination.
These penalties will be enforced through
waybill inspections, ensuring compliance
across the industry.

The government also agreed to reconsid-
er the 1% Agricultural Market Committee
(AMC) fee on cotton, especially in cases
where cotton is delivered directly to gin-
ning mills. Additionally, the meeting em-
phasized the importance of expanding
E-crop coverage, aiming for 100% regis-
tration of cotton farmers under the E-crop
process to streamline agricultural opera-
tions.

The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI)
pledged to increase and expedite cotton
procurement, exclusively in loose form
to maintain quality. The government will
also promote organic certification for cot-
ton farmers, enhancing the global value
of Andhra Pradesh'’s cotton through sus-
tainable farming practices.

To address cotton contamination, the
Andhra Pradesh State Handloom Weav-
ers Cooperative Society (APCO) will provide
cotton bags for picking and storage, with
costs shared by Better Cotton Initiatives,
CSR partners, and farmers. This collabora-
tive effort underscores the government's
commitment to supporting farmers and
improving the entire textile value chain.

The meeting was attended by key offi-
cials, including the Commissioner of
Handlooms & Textiles G Rekha Rani, Com-
missioner of Marketing (Agriculture) Vi-
jaya Suneetha, RySS Executive Director Sri
Samuel Anand, Director of CIRCOT Dr. S.
K. Shukla, and other representatives from
various associations and departments.

This initiative highlights the Andhra
Pradesh Government's dedication to in-
ter-departmental collaboration to tackle
the challenges of cotton fibre quality and
declining production, ensuring a sustain-
able and prosperous future for the state's
cotton industry.

Minister Nara Lokesh Reviews
Skill Census Survey Progress

TPN, Mangalagiri: Min-
ister Nara Lokesh Nara
reviews the Skill Census
Survey at his Undavalli
residence alongside Skill
Development  Officers.
The survey aims to com-
pile the education, em- !
ployment, and skill pro-
files of the youth, which
will then be directly ac-
cessible to leading com-
panies. This initiative is
designed to facilitate the
direct selection of skilled
youth by companies that
require their talents.

Minister Lokesh empha-
sized that the ultimate
goal of the Skill Census is to align skills training
with industry needs and create job opportunities

for the youth. He also suggested that the authorities
conduct a pilot Skill Census Survey in Mangalagiri to
test and refine the process.

Minister Lokesh Mentions Red Book' Again

Minister Nara Lokesh once - TR N .
again brought up the term [ ' A B
'Red Book' during a public % : TR .r

event, emphasizing its signif- Wi | 4 ?' s

icance in holding individuals *’r
accountable for their actions. + i

The Minister was speaking at
the inauguration of a temple
facade in Mangalagiri, built
by a generous donor.

During his address, Minister
Lokesh stated that all those
who have caused trouble to
the people are listed in the
Red Book." He assured that
legal action will be taken
against the accused, includ-
ing certain IPS officers, as
soon as the reports are re-
ceived. Lokesh emphasized |
that actions would be tak-
en against those who have
worked against the law,
signaling the government's
commitment to justice and
accountability.

Jogi Ramesh Out from
Penamalur back in
“Mylavaram

Minister Narayana met
with with British Deputy

High Commissioner

-

TPN, Mylavaram: In a strategic move to
strengthen the party following its significant
electoral defeat, YCP leader and former CM YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy has initiated a series of
changes within the party. This includes reas-
signing key positions and making district-lev-
el adjustments. Recently, Jagan made notable
changes by replacing district presidents and
in-charges in Kadapa and Annamaiya dis-
tricts. Ravindranath Reddy, Jagan's own uncle
and former MLA of Kamalapuram, was ap-
pointed as the Kadapa district party president,
while his son, Naren Ramanujan Reddy, was
named the in-charge of Kamalapuram.

In Annamaiya district, Srikanth Reddy was re-
moved from his role as district president and
replaced by Rajampet MLA Akepati Amarnath
Reddy. However, Srikanth Reddy was not side-
lined; instead, he was promoted to a higher
position as the coordination general secretary
of the party alongside Vempalli Sathish Reddy.

Chevireddy Bhaskar Reddy was also named as .

another general secretary of the party.

Further changes include the reassignment
of ex-minister Jogi Ramesh from his duties
in Penamalur. Devabhaktuni Chakraborty
has been appointed as the new Penamalur
YCP coordinator, while Jogi Ramesh has been
shifted to the Mylavaram constituency as its
coordinator. These changes were officially an-
nounced by the Mangalagiri YSR Congress Par-
ty central office.

In addition to these moves, Jagan has final-
ized the appointments of Jakkampudi Raja as
the youth wing president, Ramesh Yadav as
BC cell president, TJR Sudhakar as SC cell pres-
ident, Ganji Chiranjeevi as handloom wing
president, Panuganti Chaitanya as student
wing president, and Dulam Nageswara Rao as
Eluru district president.

TPN, Amaravati: British Deputy
High Commissioner Gareth Win
Owen met with Andhra Pradesh
Municipal Minister Ponguru
Narayana at the Secretariat today.
The meeting took place ahead of
the British delegation's scheduled
discussion with Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu.

During the meeting, Minister
Narayana provided a detailed over-
view of his vision for developing
towns and cities across the state.
He also briefed the British Deputy
High Commissioner on the ongoing
construction of the Amaravati cap-
ital, highlighting key aspects of the
project and its significance for the
state’s future.
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10 Years of Jan Dhan Yojana:
A Transformative Success in
Financial Inclusion

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY), launched in
2014, has completed ten years of
its implementation, marking a
significant milestone in India's
journey toward financial inclusion.
Over the past decade, this scheme
has had a profound impact on every
corner of the country, bringing
over 80 percent of Indian women
under the formal banking system
and drastically improving access to
financial services.

In 2011, the percentage of women
owning bank accounts in India
was a mere 26 percent. However,
by 2021, this number had surged
to 78 percent, a testament to the
transformative power of the Jan
Dhan Yojana. Out of the total 53.13
crore Jan Dhan accounts, more
than 30 crore are held by women,
highlighting the scheme’s success
in empowering women financially.

Moreover, the scheme has played
a crucial role in diminishing the
rural-urban divide in financial
access. Over 35 crore of the Jan Dhan
accounts belong to individuals in
rural or semi-urban areas. Today,
the percentage of households with a
bank or post office account is nearly
identical in both urban and rural
areas, with 95 percent in urban and
96 percent in rural regions. This
parity underscores the effectiveness
of the PMJDY in ensuring that
financial services reach even the
most remote parts of the country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
on Wednesday, celebrated this
momentous occasion by hailing
those who worked tirelessly to
make the Jan Dhan Yojana a
success. He emphasized that the
scheme has been paramount in
boosting financial inclusion and
providing dignity to millions of
people, especially women, youth,
and marginalized communities.

The scheme has also made
significant strides in bridging the
gender gap in access to financial
services. In 2011, the gender gap
was 20 percent, but by 2017, it had
reduced to just 6 percent, lower than
the global average of 9 percent. This
reduction has been instrumental
in ensuring that women have
greater access to financial services,
contributing to their economic
empowerment.

Another major benefit of the PMIDY
has been the issuance of over 36.13
crore RuPay debit cards, which are
provided free of cost to Jan Dhan
account holders. These cards come
with insurance coverage of 32 lakh
and an overdraft facility of up to
%10,000, making them a valuable
financial tool for account holders.

The government's focus on Digital
Public Infrastructure, combined

with the trinity of Aadhaar,
mobile penetration, and Jan Dhan
accounts—known as the JAM
trinity—has propelled financial
inclusion in India. The financial
inclusion rate has jumped from 25
percent in 2008 to over 80 percent of
adults in the last six years, thanks
to these initiatives.

The success of the PMJDY has also
had a broader impact on other
government programs, including
Direct Benefit Transfers, COVID-19
financial assistance, PM-KISAN,
and MGNREGA. An SBI report from
2021 noted that states with higher
PMJIDY account balances saw a
decrease in crime rates and reduced
alcohol and tobacco consumption,
further highlighting the scheme's
positive social impact.

Globally, the Jan Dhan Yojana has
been praised for its transformative
impact on financial inclusion. A
2023 G20 report by the World Bank
revealed that India achieved its
financial inclusion goals in just six
years—a feat that would have taken
47years without its advanced Digital
Public Infrastructure. Additionally,
India has surpassed China in
financial inclusion metrics, with
a significant rise in mobile and
internet banking transactions
and an increase in the number of
bank branches per 100,000 adults,
exceeding those in Germany, China,
and South Africa.

In conclusion, the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana has not only
revolutionized financial inclusion
in India but has also set a global
benchmark. As it marks its ten-year
milestone, the scheme continues to
be the foundation stone for many
more  people-centric  economic
initiatives, ensuring that financial
inclusion remains at the heart of
India’s development agenda.

Embracing Tradition
while Embracing Change

The grass always looks greener
on the other side. No matter how
many people convince you, until
one has a personal experience, the
grass seems greener on the other
side. The same is true for language.
Foreign languages always sound
rich. In India, it has been observed
that English is not only a language
for communication. It is noted
that, even today, this language
stands as a social symbol—foreign
clothes for better appearance and
foreign looks to claim respect.
Even in teaching, a teacher with a
stylish appearance, good English
knowledge, and pronunciation is
often perceived as a good teacher.

This is often a misconception,
yet widely accepted. This trend is
likely to fade, as NEP 2020 brought
changes that prioritized native
(Indian) languages.

One has to understand that in
education, concept building is more
important than spoken language. A
teacher with wonderful language
skills but who can't provide basic
information certainly fails and
never achieves the objective of
the lesson plan. A student with
good language skills may look
confident, but the one with perfect
understanding will always have
the edge in applying knowledge.

There should be a drastic change
in society, too, which appraises a
person based on their appearance
and language presentation.

We must understand that not
all beautiful flowers turn into
edible fruits, and not all edible
fruits were once beautiful flowers.
We shouldn't judge by color and
shape but by the essence someone
possesses.

The greatest engineer the nation
ever produced, Mokshagundam
Visweswarayya, is a standing
example that engineers do not need
to be in a suit and coat all the time.
Sreenivasa Ramanujan, with his

native Tamil attire, never yearned
to look like a foreigner. The present
nation has  mathematicians,
engineers, and people of excellence
in almost all fields, but not many
who look distinctly Indian.

The fraudster and the professional
both look similar in presenting
themselves, as the present notion
of a developing nation is more
about looks than mettle.

A person's honor shouldn't be
stitched by a tailor or molded in
MNC malls. It should be the inner
core.

A nation that reflects and respects
its culture and tradition can reach
foreign nations, setting a trend and
marking new trends.

The best example of the above is
our Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra
Damodardas Modi, who doesn't
try to alter his appearance to
please others. It is always his
subject knowledge, far-reaching
ideology, grounded behavior,
vision, and dedication to the
nation's upliftment that make
him a special personality. Let's be
Indians, in looks and demeanor,
and be scientific in approach,

happy inwardly and outwardly.

Name: B Suneela Jyotsna
School: Kendriya Vidyalaya Waltair
Mail id: suneela.jyo@gmail.com

12 New Industrial Smart Cities, 10 Lakh Jobs..

Government's Mega Project to Transform India’'s Industrial Landscape..

The Indian government has greenlit a monumental project aimed
at transforming the country's industrial landscape by building
12 new industrial smart cities across 10 states. This decision,
announced by Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw following
a Union cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, is expected to play a pivotal role in boosting economic
growth, enhancing global competitiveness, and significantly
expanding the nation’s industrial capabilities.

Kopparthy, Andhra Pradesh
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Massive Investment and Strategic Locations

The government has earmarked 328,602 crore for the development
of these smart cities, which will be strategically located along
six major industrial corridors. The selected areas for these
industrial nodes include Khurpia in Uttarakhand, Rajpura-
Patiala in Punjab, Dighi in Maharashtra, Palakkad in Kerala,
Agra and Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, Gaya in Bihar, Zaheerabad
in Telangana, Orvakal and Kopparthy in Andhra Pradesh, and
Jodhpur-Pali in Rajasthan. These locations have been chosen to
ensure balanced industrial growth across different regions of
the country.

The industrial smart cities will be developed with world-class
infrastructure incorporating "plug-n-play’ and "walk-to-work”
concepts, which aim to make the cities not only industrial hubs
but also livable urban spaces. The investment potential of this
project is estimated to be around 1.52 lakh crore, designed
to foster a vibrant industrial ecosystem. This will facilitate
investments from both large anchor industries and Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), ensuring a diverse
and resilient industrial base.

Creation of Jobs and Economic Impact

The development of these industrial smart cities is set to provide
a massive boost to employment in the country. According to the
government, the project is expected to directly create nearly 10
lakh jobs across various sectors. Additionally, it is anticipated
that the project will indirectly generate around 30 lakh new
jobs, significantly impacting the employment landscape of the

Focus Sectors
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y , particularly
in the wake of the economic challenges posed by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The government’s vision for these smart cities extends beyond
just job creation. These industrial nodes are expected to act
as catalysts for achieving the ambitious target of $2 trillion
in exports by 2030, contributing to India's journey towards
becoming a self-reliant and globally competitive economy.
The focus on exports, combined with the creation of a robust
industrial network, reflects the government’s commitment to
driving sustainable economic growth.

Driving India’s Global Competitiveness

The launch of these 12 new industrial smart cities marks
a significant step towards modernizing India’s industrial
infrastructure and enhancing its global competitiveness. By
developing these cities along major industrial corridors, the
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will attract both domestic and international investments. This,
in turn, will help position India as a key player in the global
industrial sector.

The world-class infrastructure of these cities, along with the
strategic location of the industrial nodes, is expected to create a
conducive environment for businesses to thrive. The emphasis
on greenfield development ensures that these cities will be
built with sustainability in mind, incorporating modern urban
planning principles that prioritize environmental concerns
alongside industrial growth.

In conclusion, the government's approval of the mega project
to build 12 industrial smart cities across 10 states is a bold and
forward-looking move that promises to transform India’s
industrial landscape. By fostering a vibrant industrial ecosystem,
creating millions of jobs, and driving towards a $2 trillion export
target, this project is set to significantly boost the country’s
economic growth and global competitiveness in the coming years.
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Enough Is Enough": President
Murmu Condemns Kolkata Horror

In her first public statement on the brutal
rape and murder of a doctor in Kolkata
nearly 20 days ago, President Droupadi
Murmu expressed her deep dismay and
horror at the incident. Addressing the
issue of crimes against women, President
Murmu stated that no civilized society
can allow such atrocities to be committed
against women.

Speaking to media, President Murmu said,
"Even as students, doctors, and citizens
were protesting in Kolkata, criminals
remained on the prowl elsewhere.”
Expressing her frustration, she declared,
"Enough is enough,” underscoring the
urgent need to address the issue of
violence against women.

President Murmu emphasized the need for
society to engage in "honest and unbiased
self-introspection” and to ask itself "some
difficult questions.” She pointed out that a
"deplorable mindset” often views women
as "lesser human beings, less powerful,
less capable, and less intelligent.”
Referring to the Nirbhaya case, President
Murmu remarked, "In 12 years since
Nirbhaya, countless rapes have been
forgotten by society. This ‘collective
amnesia’ is obnoxious.” The Nirbhaya case
involved a 23-year-old paramedic student
who was brutally raped and assaulted in
a moving bus in Delhi in 2012, leading to
her death and widespread protests across
India.

President Murmu further commented on
society's tendency to forget such heinous

crimes, stating, “Societies that are
scared to face history resort to collective
amnesia.” She added, "Time now for India
to face history squarely.”

The President called for a comprehensive
approach to tackle the issue, saying,
"Let us deal with this perversion in a
comprehensive manner to curb it right at

the beginning.”

The recent incident at the RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital in Kolkata, where
a 3l-year-old doctor was raped and
murdered on August 9, has sparked
nationwide outrage. Junior doctors
across the country have refused to see
non-emergency patients, demanding
justice for the victim and greater safety
measures for women in hospitals.

BJP Accuses Mamata Banerjee of Threatening
Doctors Amid Kolkata Murder Protests

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) today
strongly criticized West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, accusing her
of threatening doctors protesting the
rape and murder of a 31-year-old doctor
at Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital. BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi
alleged that the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader was shielding the accused
and manipulating the investigation.
"After misleading the probe, destroying
evidence, and shielding the accused, anew
strategy to threaten doctors has emerged.
Mamata Banerjee has threatened doctors
with word play,” Trivedi said during a
press conference. He also referenced state
Congress chief Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury's
remark that "there is no democracy in
Bengal,” claiming it was now evident.

Trivedi also  questioned Mamata
Banerjee's previous stance on women's
issues, recalling her activism against
rape during the Communist regime in
Bengal. "Are you the same Mamata ji who
led such a movement against rape? Has
your empathy died?” he asked, accusing
the state government of attempting to
cover up the crime.

Expanding his attack to the broader
Opposition alliance, Trivedi pointed to
Trinamool’s legal representation by Kapil
Sibal, a Rajya Sabha MP supported by the
Samajwadi Party and a former Congress
minister. He accused the entire INDIA
Opposition bloc of being complicit in the
alleged cover-up.

Inresponse, Mamata Banerjee accused the
BJP of exploiting the tragedy for political

gain, specifically condemning the BJP's
call for a bandh in Bengal. "The BJP wants
dead bodies. We want justice and death
by hanging for the accused. They have
moved away from demanding justice for
the victim and are now defaming Bengal,”
she stated. The incident has sparked
widespread outrage and has become a
significant political challenge for the
Trinamool Congress, with criticism not
only from the BJP and Left parties but also
from Congress leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi, who questioned the handling
of the case by the state government and
local administration. Banerjee countered
by questioning the Congress’s track record
in states they govern, highlighting the
lack of action in similar incidents under

their rule.

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the establishment of
12 industrial smart cities, with a
significant investment of ¥28,500 crore.
This ambitious project is projected to
generate around 12 lakh man-days
of employment, create 12 lakh direct
jobs, and produce 20 lakh indirect jobs,
marking a considerable boost to India’s
economic landscape.

These industrial cities are strategically
distributed across the nation, aiming to
harnessregionalstrengthsand promote
balanced economic development. The
project aligns with the government’s
vision to enhance infrastructure,
foster industrial growth, and drive
sustainable economic progress.

The locations for the proposed
industrial smart cities include:
1. Khurpia, Uttarakhand

2. Rajpura, Patiala, Punjab

3. Agra, Uttar Pradesh -

with a focus on clean and
environmentally friendly
industrial practices

4. Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh
5. Gaya, Bihar - emphasizing
agro, textile, and engineering
sectors

6. Eighi Port Industrial Area,
Maharashtra - geared towards
port-led industrialization

7. Jodhpur-Pali, Rajasthan

8. Koparthy, Andhra Pradesh
9. Orvakal, Andhra Pradesh
10. Zaheerabad, Telangana

11. Palakkad, Kerala

12. Jamshedpur-Purulia-
Asansol, Eastern Region

Union Cabinet Approves
328,500 Crore Investment
for 12 Industrial Smart Cities
Across India

Each of these cities has been chosen
based on its regional advantages
and potential for growth in specific
industries. For instance, the Agra
site will focus on clean and green
industrial practices, while Gaya
in Bihar will specialize in agro,
textile, and engineering sectors.
The Eighi Port Industrial Area in
Maharashtra will capitalize on port-
led industrialization, promoting
economic activities around maritime
trade.

Thisinitiativeissettoprovidearobust
framework for industrial expansion,
job creation, and overall economic
development. By strategically
investing in these regions, the
government aims to drive growth,
reduce regional disparities, and
ensure a more equitable distribution
of economic opportunities across the
country.

PM Modi Hails Jan Dhan

Yojana’s 10-Year Success,

Highlights Empowerment
of Over 30 Crore Women

“
Prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrated the 10th anniversary
of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) on Wednesday,
emphasizing its monumental success in transforming India's
financial landscape. Launched on August 28, 2014, the scheme
has now brought over 53 crore people into the banking system,
with a significant 55.6% of these beneficiaries being women—
amounting to more than 30 crore women.

In a detailed blog post on his official portal, PM Modi recounted
the challenges faced during the scheme's inception. He noted
the skepticism surrounding its ambitious goal of achieving
financial inclusion for millions, many of whom had never
stepped into a bank. Despite these challenges, the scheme has
flourished, amassing deposits exceeding 2.3 lakh crore, with
65% of accounts located in rural and semi-urban areas.
Beyond these impressive figures, PM Modi highlighted
the profound social impact of the scheme, particularly in
empowering women and marginalized communities, including
SC, ST, and OBC families. "Jan Dhan Yojana has proven to be
game-changing as far as women's empowerment is concerned,”
he remarked.

The Prime Minister also stressed how Jan Dhan has become a
crucial component of the JAM Trinity—Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and
Mobile—which has catalyzed a digital payments revolution
across India.

Reflecting on the pre-2014 banking scenario, PM Modi described
how access to banking was a distant dream for nearly half of
India’'s households. He praised the determination of the Indian
people in overcoming these barriers, turning Jan Dhan Yojana
into a resounding success. The scheme, he affirmed, has
redefined financial inclusion in India, transforming lives and
securing the dreams of millions.

Former Jharkhand CM
Champai Soren Joins
BJP, Cites Threat to
Tribal Identity

Former Jharkhand Chief Minister Champai Soren announced
his decision to join the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday, stating that his move was made in the best interest
of Jharkhand. Soren, a senior tribal leader and a key figure in
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM), made it clear that he will
resign from the JMM and his ministerial position.

Soren's decision follows his recent meeting with Home Minister
Amit Shah in New Delhi, where he confirmed his entry into
the saffron party. Upon returning to Ranchi with his son, Soren
was greeted by a large number of supporters.

"My decision (to join BJP) is in the interest of Jharkhand... I am
used to struggles,” Soren stated, dismissing allegations that
he was under "surveillance” by his own party’s government.
He emphasized that he is unafraid of any situation and will
proceed with his resignation from the JMM later on Wednesday.
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma alleged earlier
in the day that Soren had been under surveillance by the
Jharkhand Police for the past five months. Sarma claimed that
two sub-inspectors were caught monitoring Soren at a Delhi
hotel.

Champai Soren, who briefly served as the 12th Chief Minister
of Jharkhand, explained that his decision to join the BJP was
driven by a need to protect tribal identity in the state’s Santhal
Pargana region, which he claims is under threat from "rampant”
infiltration from Bangladesh.

"The dignity of our mothers, sisters, and daughters is in danger,”
Soren said, citing the increasing number of infiltrators in areas
like Pakur and Rajmahal. He argued that only the BJP is serious
about addressing these issues, while other parties are focused
on vote bank politics.

Soren also expressed frustration with the JMM leadership,
claiming that his government’s programs were abruptly
canceled without his knowledge, leaving him with no platform
to voice his concerns.

Injoining the BJP, Soren said he seeks to continue the struggle for
the rights of Jharkhand’s tribals, Dalits, and other marginalized
communities.
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Over 24,000 Indian-Americans Set to
Attend 'Modi & US' Event in Long Island

More than 24,000 Indian-Americans
have registered to attend the "Modi & US'
Progress Together” event on September 22,
which will be held at the Nassau Veterans
Memorial Coliseum in Long Island, New
York. The event, hosted by the Indo-
American Community of USA (IACU), is set
to be a major gathering celebrating the
vibrant Indian-American community.
The Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum,
with a seating capacity of 15,000, will
host Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
is scheduled to deliver a keynote address.
The event will also feature cultural
performances and appearances by
notable Indian-Americans from various
fields including business, science,
entertainment, and the arts.

The IACU has reported that registrations
have come through 590 community
organizations across the United States,
with strong participation from the
tri-state area. “Were committed to
ensuring as many people as possible
can participate in this historic event,”
said a key organizer. The organizers are
working to expand seating arrangements
and prioritize final seat allocations based
on confirmations from attendees.

In addition to Modi's address, the event
will showcase the diverse cultural
tapestry of the Indian-American
community, including representation
from various religious groups such as
Jews, Zoroastrians, Jains, Christians,
Sikhs, Muslims, and Hindus, as well as
speakers of different Indian languages
like Hindi, Telugu, Punjabi, Tamil,
Bengali, Malayalam, and Gujarati.

This gathering follows Modi's previous
high-profile events in the U.S., including
his address at Madison Square Garden in

2014 shortly after becoming Prime Minister
and the "Howdy Modi" event in 2019 at
Houston's NRG Stadium, where he was
joined by former President Donald Trump.
Prime Minister Modi is also scheduled
to address the UN General Assembly on
September 26. His visit to the U.S. comes
amid a competitive presidential race
between Donald Trump and Democratic
nominee Kamala Harris, who is the first
woman of Black and Indian heritage to be
nominated for the presidency.

The UN General Assembly’s high-level
debate will take place from September
24-30, with UN Secretary-General Antdnio
Guterres presenting his report before the
debate begins. The UN will also host the
Summit of the Future on September 22-
23, aimed at forging a new international
consensus on global challenges.

This event marks a significant moment
for the Indian-American community
and underscores the ongoing strong ties
between India and the United States.

Japan is on high alert as Typhoon
Shanshan, the strongest storm of the
year, bears down on the southern island
of Kyushu. Authorities have issued the
highest “special warning” for violent
storms, high waves, and storm surges,
advising around 56,000 people to evacuate
from the affected areas.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa
Hayashi warned that Typhoon Shanshan
is expected to bring extremely strong
winds, with gusts reaching up to 252
kilometers per hour (157 miles per hour),
and heavy rainfall. "It is expected that
violent winds, high waves, and storm
surge at levels that many people have
never experienced before may occur,”
Hayashi said.

The typhoon has already begun to impact

the region, prompting major disruptions.
Auto giant Toyota announced the
suspension of production at all 14 of its
factories due to the storm’s approach.
The Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA)
predicted that southern Kyushu could
receive up to 1,100 millimeters (43 inches)
of rain in the 48 hours leading up to
Friday morning, which is about half of
the region's annual average.

In central Aichi prefecture, a landslide
triggered by the storm buried a house
in Gamagori, leaving two people
unaccounted for. Rescuers managed to
pull a woman in her 70s from the rubble,
though she was found unconscious and
not breathing. Efforts continue to locate
the remaining missing individuals.

The storm’'s impact has already been

Japan Issues
Highest
Storm
warning

as Typhoon
Shanshan
Approaches
Kyushu

dramatic, with video footage from NHK
TV showing roof tiles being blown off,
broken windows, and fallen trees. Local
resident reports from Miyazaki described
the intense storm, with one resident
saying the carport roof was completely
blown away and that the shaking felt like
an earthquake.

The typhoon has caused significant
travel disruptions as well. Japan
Airlines canceled 172 domestic and six
international flights, while ANA canceled

219 domestic and four international
flights over Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday, affecting approximately

25,000 passengers. Kyushu Railway has
suspended some Shinkansen bullet train
services and warned of potential further
disruptions.

In a significant development, Bangladesh’s caretaker government
has lifted the ban on Jamaat-e-Islami, the country's main Islamic
party, and its affiliated groups. The decision came after a review
found insufficient evidence linking the party to "terrorist activities,”
according to a gazette notification issued on Wednesday.

The ban was initially imposed by former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's administration under an anti-terrorism law. The government
had accused Jamaat-e-Islami of inciting violence during student-led
protests that escalated into a broader uprising against Hasina, leading
to her resignation and departure to India on August 5.

The caretaker government, which assumed power following Hasina’s
resignation, concluded that there was "no specific evidence of
involvement of Jamaat” or its affiliates in terrorist activities. The party
has consistently denied allegations of violence and condemned the
previous ban as "illegal, extrajudicial, and unconstitutional.”
Jamaat-e-Islami has faced legal and political challenges in recent
years. Since 2013, the party has been unable to contest elections
due to a court ruling that deemed its registration inconsistent with

Bangladesh’s secular constitution.

Shishir Monir, a lawyer representing Jamaat-e-Islami, announced
plans to file a petition early next week with the Supreme Court to seek

the restoration of the party's registration.
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Bangladesh Caretaker Govt
Lifts Ban on Jamaat-e-Islami
Amid Political Shifts
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Altercation Reported at
Arlington National Cemetery
During Trump Visit

Arlington National Cemetery confirmed on Tuesday that an
incident involving two members of Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump’s campaign staff had occurred
during Trump's visit earlier this week. The incident reportedly
involved a “verbal and physical altercation” between the
campaign staff and a cemetery official, according to NPR.
Trump visited Arlington National Cemetery on Monday to
participate in a wreath-laying ceremony commemorating
the 13 servicemembers who lost their lives during the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021. The ceremony was
intended to honor the fallen heroes of the withdrawal.

The altercation reportedly took place when a cemetery official
attempted to prevent Trump campaign staffers from filming
and photographing in restricted areas where servicemembers
are buried. According to NPR, the Trump staff members
"verbally abused and pushed the official aside.”

Trump campaign spokesperson Steven Cheung contested
the report, denying any physical altercation. "There was no
physical altercation as described and we are prepared to
release footage if such defamatory claims are made,” Cheung
stated. He described the incident as involving a "private
photographer” and an unnamed individual who allegedly had
a "mental health episode.”

Arlington National Cemetery issued a statement confirming
that an incident had occurred and that a report was filed.
The statement reiterated that federal law prohibits political
campaign or election-related activities within Army
National Military Cemeteries. This includes restrictions
on photographers, content creators, or any other persons
attending for or in support of a partisan political candidate’s
campaign.

The cemetery’s statement did not address why the Trump
campaign was allowed to visit the cemetery as part of the
campaign or provide a copy of the report. The incident
underscores ongoing tensions and sensitivities surrounding
political activities and events at national military cemeteries.

NASA Extends Astronauts’

ISS Stay Amid Spacecraft
Change; Assures Safety

NASA has announced that astronauts Sunita Williams and
Butch Wilmore will extend their stay aboard the International
Space Station (ISS) until February 2025, six months longer than
originally planned. This extension is due to a change in their
return spacecraft from the Boeing Starliner to the SpaceX Crew
Dragon.

The decision to delay their return was made after the Boeing
Starliner experienced technical issues. Despite concerns about
the extended mission, NASA has assured that there is no
immediate danger to the astronauts. The ISS is well-stocked
with provisions, including food, water, clothing, and oxygen.
"The space station is well-stocked with everything the crew
needs, including food, water, clothing and oxygen,” NASA stated.
Recent cargo resupply missions have bolstered the station's
supplies. Two spacecraft recently delivered essential items:
one carrying "8,200 pounds of food, fuel, supplies” and another
delivering "three tons of cargo.” Regular resupply missions are
planned to ensure the astronauts’ needs are continually met.
The extended stay requires special arrangements for the
astronauts. On the ISS, the zero-gravity environment allows
astronauts to sleep anywhere, using sleeping stations attached
to surfaces. They can also stay connected with Earth through
video calls, audio calls, and emails.

The ISS features the Advanced Resistive Exercise Device (ARED),
a gym that helps astronauts maintain muscle mass and bone
density through resistance exercises such as squats, deadlifts,
and bench presses. Additionally, Williams and Wilmore have
access to the Vegetable Production System (Veggie garden),
enabling them to grow fresh produce and flowers in space, which
they are using to experiment with crop growth techniques.
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Nifty Surges Past 25,000 as Record-Breaking
Streak Gontinues; IT Sector Leads the Rally

he domestic stock market indi-

ces closed at record highs, with
investors locking in profits while
maintaining strong positions. The
Nifty crossed the 25,100 level, mark-
ing ten consecutive sessions of gains,
while the Sensex approached the
82,000 mark. The market’s surge was
bolstered by IT shares, following the
US Fed’s suggestion that interest rate
cuts might be imminent. Despite a
positive close, market breadth in the
BSE favored sellers, with 2,129 stocks
declining against 1,837 advances. The
rupee weakened slightly, closing at
83.96 against the dollar.

The BSE Sensex, after opening at
81,779, fluctuated between a low of
81,578 and a high of 82,039 before
closing at 81,785, up 73 points. The
NSE Nifty closed at 25,052, up 34
points, after hitting an intraday high
of 25,129. Bank Nifty, however, settled
down 134 points at 51,143.

In the Nifty50, 21 companies gained
while 29 declined, with LTI Mindtree,
Wipro, and Divis Lab among the top
gainers. Sectors such as IT, Pharma,
and Healthcare gained, while others
like Bank, Auto, and FMCG declined.
Key stock picks for short-term gains
include Wipro, Divis Lab, and Tata
Power.

Wipro Ltd: Positive momentum with
strong long-term growth potential,
good for both short-term and long-
term investment.

Wipro has been witnessing a gradu-
al recovery in its IT services segment.
The company has shown improve-
ment in its digital services and cloud
offerings, which are key growth driv-

4

ers. Despite the global slowdown in
IT spending, Wipro has managed to
maintain a stable margin. With a
strong order book and increasing
focus on next-gen technologies like
Al and cloud, Wipro is expected to
maintain positive momentum. For
short-term trading, the stock could
see some volatility, but it remains a
strong long-term investment due to
its focus on digital transformation.

Divis Laboratories Ltd: Strong fun-
damentals, good for both short-term
gains and long-term holding.

Divis Labs has shown strong perfor-
mance in the pharmaceutical sector,
particularly in APIs and nutraceuti-
cals. The company has a robust pipe-
line and has been benefiting from
the global shift towards generics and
specialty chemicals. Divis Labs is ex-
pected to continue its growth trajec-
tory, supported by its strong R&D ca-
pabilities and expansion plans. It is a
good pick for both short-term gains,
given the current market sentiment
towards healthcare, and long-term
investment due to its solid funda-
mentals.

Indusind Bank: Strong growth pros-
pects, suitable for both short-term
and long-term investment.

Indusind Bank has been performing
well, showing strong growth in both
retail and corporate lending. The
bank’s asset quality has improved,
and it has maintained a strong capi-
tal adequacy ratio. The recent RBI ap-
proval for mutual fund business adds
to its growth prospects. Indusind
Bank is expected to maintain its up-
ward trajectory, supported by strong
credit growth and improving asset

quality. It is a good
choice for short-term
trading due to its pos-
itive momentum and
long-term growth po-
tential.

A
MURTHY NAIDU PAADAM
Stock Market Analyst
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Eicher Motors Ltd: Likely to perform
well in the short term with strong
long-term growth potential.

Eicher Motors, the parent company of
Royal Enfield, has shown consistent
growth in the two-wheeler segment,
especially in premium motorcycles.
Despite a slight dip in sales volume,
the company’s focus on expanding its
international market and launching
new models has kept investor inter-
est high. Eicher Motors is expected
to continue its growth, especially
with the festive season approaching,
which typically boosts motorcycle
sales. The stock is likely to perform
well in the short term due to positive
market sentiment and long-term due
to its strong brand presence.

Tata Power Company Ltd: Benefiting
from the renewable energy boom,
good for both short-term gains and
long-term investment.

Tata Power has been focusing on ex-
panding its renewable energy portfo-
lio, which now constitutes a signifi-
cant portion of its overall capacity.
The company’s move towards solar
power and EV charging infrastruc-
ture is in line with global energy
trends. Tata Power is expected to
benefit from the global shift towards
renewable energy. The stock is a good
pick for short-term gains due to its
recent performance and long-term
investment due to its strong focus on
sustainability and clean energy.

Government Targets 3 Crore New PMJDY
Accounts This Year, Says Nirmala Sitharaman

he government has set an ambi-

tious target to open over 3 crore new
accounts under the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) for the cur-
rent financial year 2024-25, according
to Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man. Announcing this on the eve of the
scheme’s tenth anniversary, Sithara-
man highlighted the program’s role in
enhancing financial inclusion across
India.

Launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on August 28, 2014, the PMJIDY was
designed to provide universal access
to banking facilities and financial ser-
vices. Over the past decade, the scheme
has significantly contributed to finan-
cial inclusion by offering banking ser-
vices to the unbanked population, espe-
cially in rural and underserved areas.

The Finance Minister praised the
scheme for its success in reaching mar-
ginalized communities and helping the
government identify those in need of fi-
nancial assistance. By encouraging peo-
ple to open bank accounts, PMIDY has
played a crucial role in streamlining di-
rect benefit transfers and ensuring that
subsidies and financial aids reach the
intended beneficiaries efficiently.

The government’s push to open 3 crore
new accounts this year is part of its
broader strategy to enhance financial
inclusion and ensure that every Indian
has access to banking services. This ef-
fort aligns with the government’s com-
mitment to improving financial litera-
cy and providing a secure and reliable
banking infrastructure to the popula-
tion.

Sitharaman emphasized that the con-
tinued expansion of PMJDY is crucial
for achieving inclusive growth and en-
suring that no one is left behind in the
financial system. As the scheme marks
its tenth year, the government remains
focused on its goal of broadening access
to banking services and fostering eco-
nomic empowerment across the coun-

try.

Adani Group to Invest 33,500
Crore in Cement and Propellant
Facilities in Madhya Pradesh

dani  Ports

and Special
Economic Zone
Ltd (APSEZ) has s
unveiled plans
to invest 3,500 jsied
crore in Madhya [ites
Pradesh, mark- L
ing a significant
expansion in e

announcement &
was made by i
Karan Adani, MD

of APSEZ, at the
Gwalior Region-
al Industry Conclave. The invest-
ment will fund two major projects:
a 2 million tonne capacity cement
grinding unit in Guna and a propel-
lant production facility in Shivpuri.

The propellant production facility
aligns with India’s Aatmanirbhar
mission, aiming to shift the coun-
try from being a defence importer
to an exporter. Together, these proj-
ects are expected to generate over
3,500 direct and indirect jobs.

Adani highlighted the group’s sub-
stantial investments in Madhya
Pradesh, noting that they have al-
ready invested 18,250 crore and
created 12,000 jobs. Gwalior, he
said, is evolving into a key econom-
ic hub due to its growing tourism
appeal, high-quality talent pool,
and strategic transportation links.

The Adani defence facility in Gwali-
or is recognized as India’s larg-
est small arms plant, reinforcing
Madhya Pradesh’s role as a global
center for small arms manufactur-
ing. Adani praised Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav for
his leadership, which he credited
with driving the state’s economic
growth.

Additionally, Adani Foundation has
made a notable impact in Madhya
Pradesh, benefiting 80,000 house-
holds and reaching 3 lakh lives
through initiatives in healthcare,
education, sustainable livelihood,
and women’s empowerment. As
part of their women empowerment
initiative, the foundation will es-
tablish a jacket production center
in Badarwas, which will be entirely
managed by women.

CCI Approves Disney Star and
Viacom18 Merger with Conditions

F

~
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n Wednesday, the Competition

Commission of India (CCI) ap-
proved the high-profile merger be-
tween Disney Star, the local arm
of The walt Disney Company, and
Viacom18, controlled by Reliance
Industries, subject to some volun-
tary modifications. This approval
marks a significant step toward
creating an $8.5 billion entertain-
ment conglomerate, potentially
the largest in India’s media and
entertainment sector.

The CCI announced its decision
via a post on X (formerly Twitter),
stating that the merger involving
Reliance Industries, Viacoml8 Me-
dia, Digitall8 Media, Star India,
and Star Television Productions is
approved with compliance to vol-
untary modifications. However,
the specifics of these modifications
were not disclosed by the CCI.

Under the terms of the merger
agreement signed on February 28,
Viacoml18's media assets will be
integrated with Star India Pvt Ltd
(SIPL) through a court-sanctioned
arrangement. This merger, val-

Rehan

ued at 70,350 crore ($8.5 billion),
will see Reliance Industries invest
11,500 crore ($1.4 billion) into the
new entity. Post-merger, Reliance
and its affiliates are set to hold ap-
proximately 56% of the combined
entity, Disney will own 36.84%,
and Bodhi Tree, a venture between
James Murdoch and former Star
India CEO Uday Shankar, will hold
the remaining 7.5%.

The merger will create a dominant
player in the media sector, with the
combined market share exceeding
40% in some areas, raising con-
cerns about reduced competition.
This prompted the CCI to closely
examine the potential market im-
pact, similar to its scrutiny of past
high-profile deals.

Legal expert Akshat Kulshrestha
from S&R Associates noted that
while the exact nature of the mod-
ifications remains undisclosed,
they could involve selling off cer-
tain channels or relinquishing
some sports broadcasting rights to
address competition concerns.

Paytm Payments Services Gets Green Light for
Investment, Preps for License Reapplication

its existing partners. The company emphasized
its commitment to a compliance-first approach
and maintaining the highest regulatory stan-

Paytm Payments Services Ltd (PPSL) has re-
ceived approval from the finance ministry for
a downstream investment by its parent compa-
ny, One 97 Communications Ltd (OCL). This de-

dards.

velopment clears the way for PPSL to reapply for

a payments aggregator license, marking a sig-
nificant step forward amid ongoing regulatory

scrutiny.

In an exchange filing on Wednesday, OCL an-
nounced that PPSL will proceed to resubmit its

Downstream investment refers to capital infu-
sion by an Indian entity from overseas share-
holders. The approval is a crucial move for PPSL

as it seeks to normalize its operations following

of its business activity.

application for a payments aggregator license.

During this period, the company will continue to
provide online payment aggregation services to

regulatory setbacks that previously halted much

PPSL’s original application for the payments ag-
gregator license was rejected nearly two years

ago by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The re-
jection was based on non-compliance with Press
Note 3, which mandates prior approval for in-
vestments from countries sharing land borders
with India. The scrutiny was particularly focused
on investments from China’s Ant Group Co. The
Centre had earlier rejected a post-facto approval
request for these investments.

Earlier this year, the RBI directed Paytm Pay-
ments Bank (PPBL) to cease new credit and de-
posit operations, as well as other banking ac-
tivities, following a comprehensive audit that
revealed consistent non-compliance issues. This

?
—

disruption impacted PPSL significantly, as it con-
tributed approximately 60% (around 3900 crore)
of the company’s revenue in the first quarter of
FY25. The ongoing regulatory challenges have led
to a decline in key operational metrics.

On Wednesday, One 97's shares closed down 0.7%
at ¥541.15, reflecting a more than 16% decline in
stock value year-to-date.
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RBI to Launch Unified Lending Interface (UL
A Game-Changer in India’s Lending Landscape

he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is set to

introduce the Unified Lending Interface
(ULI), a platform poised to revolutionize
the lending landscape in India, much like
how the Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
transformed the retail payment system.
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das recently
announced that the nationwide launch of
ULI will happen in due course, signaling a
significant shift in the way lending opera-
tions are conducted across the country.

How ULI Works

The Unified Lending Interface (ULI) will
serve as a centralized platform that con-
nects borrowers with a variety of lenders,
including banks, non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs), and fintech compa-
nies. The platform is designed to facilitate
a seamless and consent-based flow of digi-
tal information from multiple data service
providers to lenders. This includes critical
data such as land records from various
states, which will be integral in the credit
appraisal process.

Borrowers will be required to provide
their consent to share both financial
and non-financial data—such as income
statements, credit history, and employ-
ment details—with lenders via the ULI
platform. Lenders, in turn, will utilize this
data to assess the creditworthiness of the
borrowers, employing advanced technol-
ogies like artificial intelligence (AI) and
machine learning (ML) to make informed
lending decisions. Once a loan is approved,
the funds can be directly disbursed to the
borrower’s account through the ULI plat-
form. Loan repayments will also be man-
aged through the ULI, which can be linked
to the borrower’s bank accounts, ensuring
a streamlined process for both borrowers
and lenders.

The Impact of ULI on Credit

Appraisal and Lending

One of the significant advantages of the
ULI platform is its potential to drastically
reduce the time taken for credit appraisal,
particularly for smaller and rural borrow-
ers who often face delays due to the manu-
al processing of applications. By automat-
ing and centralizing the data flow, ULI will
ensure quicker and more efficient lending
decisions, thereby enhancing financial in-
clusion across various segments of society.

The introduction of ULI is also expected to
cut down the operational costs for lend-
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ers by minimizing the need for physical
verification and reducing the reliance on
traditional credit appraisal methods. This
efficiency could result in lower interest
rates for borrowers, making credit more
accessible and affordable. The ULI plat-
form’s ability to provide real-time access
to a borrower’s financial data will further
enable lenders to tailor their loan products
to meet the specific needs of different bor-
rower segments, fostering a more inclu-
sive financial ecosystem.

The New Trinity: JAM-UPI-

ULI

The ULI platform is being hailed as a revo-
lutionary step in India’s digital infrastruc-
ture journey, forming part of a new trini-
ty alongside the JAM (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar,
and Mobile) and UPI systems. The JAM
trinity has already proven to be a power-
ful tool for the government in transferring
cash benefits directly to the bank accounts
of beneficiaries, thereby reducing leakag-
es and ensuring targeted delivery of sub-
sidies.

UPI, which was launched in April 2016 by
the National Payments Corporation of In-
dia (NPCI), has similarly transformed the
retail payments landscape in India. It inte-
grates multiple bank accounts into a sin-
gle mobile application, enabling seamless
fund transfers and merchant payments.
UPI has played a pivotal role in the growth
of digital payments in India, with the sys-
tem now widely adopted by banks, non-
bank third-party app providers, and mer-
chants utilizing QR (quick-response) codes
to facilitate transactions.

With the addition of ULI to this digital in-
frastructure, India is set to experience a
further boost in financial inclusion and
economic growth. The integration of these
platforms will enable a more robust and
accessible financial system, ensuring that
credit is available to a broader spectrum of
the population, including those in under-
served rural areas.

The Unified Lending Interface (ULI) prom-
ises to be a game-changer in the Indian
lending landscape, building on the success
of UPI and the JAM trinity to create a more
inclusive and efficient financial ecosys-
tem. As the RBI prepares for its nationwide
launch, the ULI is set to bring transforma-
tive changes to the way credit is accessed
and disbursed in India.
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Gemini's New
Screen and Video
Query Features

+-I B
Gemini

emini is introducing two new features in its latest update for
Android, found in Google app version 15.33.38.28.armé64 and lat-
er. These features, ‘Ask about this screen’ and ‘Ask about this video,’
allow users to interact with content on their device more intuitive-

ly.

The ‘Ask about this screen’ feature enables users to capture a tem-
porary screenshot directly through the Gemini Al assistant. Once
the screenshot is taken, users can ask questions about the content
displayed on their screen. For instance, if you're reading an article,
you can inquire about its summary or specific details. Gemini's re-
sponses are based solely on the captured screenshot, but it can also
fetch additional information from the Internet if needed. Notably,
the screenshot is not saved to the device, and long screenshots are

not supported.

The ‘Ask about this video’ feature, however, is specifically designed
for YouTube videos that have captions enabled. When activated
during playback, it allows users to ask questions about the video’s
content. Gemini generates responses based on the captions rather
than analyzing the video itself. Unfortunately, this feature does not
extend to other video platforms, regardless of caption availability.

These new functionalities appear as options at the top of the Gemini
floating window. Users will see "Ask about this screen” or "Ask about
this video” with corresponding icons when the feature is available.
By tapping these options, Gemini can provide contextual answers
and summaries, enhancing the user experience with more interac-

tive and helpful Al capabilities.

Samsung's New
XR Headset to
Compete with

Apple Vision Pro

Qualcomm

amsung has officially con-

firmed its development of a
new extended reality (XR) head-
set, aiming to rival Apple's Vi-
sion Pro. Announced by TM Roh,
president of Samsung's mobile
division, the headset is set to
launch later this year. The proj-
ect, a collaborative effort with
Google and Qualcomm, prom-
ises to be a significant player in
the XR market.

While specific details about the
headset have not been disclosed
by Samsung, Google, or Qual-
comim, a recent Geekbench list-
ing has unveiled some of the key
specifications. The listing pro-
vides a glimpse into the head-
set's performance capabilities
and potential features, hinting
at an advanced and competitive
product.

The partnership with Google
and Qualcomm suggests that
the headset will incorporate cut-

SAMSUNG | Google

ting-edge technology from these
industry leaders, potentially of-
fering enhanced functionality
and user experience. As Sam-
sung gears up for its entry into
the XR space, the upcoming re-
lease is highly anticipated, par-
ticularly in the context of com-
peting with Apple's Vision Pro.

With the XR market becoming
increasingly competitive, Sam-
sung’s new headset aims to
stand out by leveraging its col-
laborations and technological
advancements. The specifics
revealed by Geekbench could
offer insights into what users
can expect in terms of perfor-
mance and capabilities. The
announcement of the headset's
launch later this year will like-
ly generate significant interest
as it approaches, particularly
among tech enthusiasts and
industry observers keen to see
how it stacks up against Apple's
high-profile offering.

iPhone 17 Rumored to

Feature 12GB RAM

s Apple prepares to unveil the iPhone

16 on September 9, speculation about
the next generation of iPhones, the iP-
hone 17, is already surfacing. According
to a recent leak from Weibo user Mobile
phone chip expert, the iPhone 17 models
are expected to boast up to 12GB of RAM,
significantly more than the 8GB found
in the upcoming iPhone 16 series.

Currently, the iPhone 15 and iPhone 15
Plus come with 6GB of RAM, while the
iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 15 Pro Max
have 8GB. The addition of more RAM
in the iPhone 17 is likely aimed at en-
hancing performance and supporting
advanced features driven by Apple In-
telligence. However, the leak does not
specify if this RAM upgrade will be stan-
dard across all iPhone 17 variants.

Analyst Jeff Pu previously suggested that
the iPhone 17 Pro and iPhone 17 Pro Max
might be equipped with 12GB of RAM
and an A19 Pro chip, while the standard
iPhone 17 and iPhone 17 Slim (which is
expected to replace the iPhone 15 Plus)
will have either an A18 or A19 chip with
8GB of RAM.

AarDrop

In addition to the iPhone 17 rumors, it's
anticipated that the iPhone 16 series will
come with 8GB of RAM across all mod-
els. The upcoming iPhone SE 4, expected
to launch in spring, is also rumored to
include 8GB of RAM.

More details about the iPhone 17 will
likely emerge following the iPhone 16's
release. Apple’s September 9 event, ti-
tled "It's Glowtime,” will also feature
announcements for new Apple Watch
models and AirPods.

Instagram Introduces Enhanced
Creative Tools for Reels and Stories

Instagram has rolled out a suite of new
creative tools designed to offer greater
flexibility and expression for creators.
This update includes fresh text anima-
tions, unique fonts, and new effects for
Instagram Reels and Stories, allowing
users to personalize their content more
creatively.

With these new features, creators can
now access a variety of fonts and an-
imations for their text. To use these,
simply open the text tool and tap on the
text button to explore the new options.
After choosing a font, users can apply
different effects and animations to fur-
ther enhance their content. These new
fonts are also available for use in Stories
and photo carousels, expanding creative
possibilities across various formats.

Additionally, Instagram has introduced
the ability to add layer images via stick-
ers to both Stories and feed carousels. To
do this, select an image from your de-
vice’s media library, tap the text button,
and use the gallery button located at the
top-right corner of the screen to overlay
additional images. Users can also cus-
tomize the shape of stickers, choosing

Make it Shine

fa & A

OWERTY U | oPR
A s D E G D KL A S D F @G

&KW RN 2 o

from options like circular, rectangular,
heart-shaped, or star-shaped stickers.

These updates follow recent changes on
Instagram aimed at improving user ex-
perience. For instance, the platform has
increased the carousel limit to 20 photos
or videos, reducing the need for multiple
posts to share media collections.

Instagram has also partnered with
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singer and actress Sabrina Carpenter
to launch the ‘song on profile’ feature.
This new addition lets users select a
song from Instagram'’s licensed library
to showcase on their profile, reflecting
their mood or preferences.

These new tools and features underscore
Instagram’s commitment to enhancing
creative expression and making content
creation more engaging and versatile.

Amazon Introduces
Al Shopping Assistant
Rufus in India

mazon has officially

recent

Instagram reel
by food blogger Celine

ads tomato, cucumber, and
feta. Watermelon, cucum-

launched its AI shop-
ping assistant, Rufus, in
India, making it available
in beta to a select group of
users on the Amazon mo-
bile app. First unveiled in
February, Rufus was initial-
ly available only in the US.
The company plans to ex-
pand access to more users
across India in the coming
weeks.

Rufus is integrated into the

Amazon app and features a

chatbot interfacethatcanbe

accessed through a new icon
located at the bottom right
corner of the screen. Tapping
this icon brings up Rufus as a
bottom sheet where users can
interact with the assistant. A
text field within the bottom
sheet allows users to type
their queries, and for those
unsure how to begin, sug-
gested questions are provided
to guide the interaction. Con-
versations can be ended by
swiping down, and users can
revisit previous chats when

the chatbot is reopened.

The Al assistant is designed
to enhance the shopping ex-
perience by offering a range
of functionalities. Users can
ask Rufus for product recom-
mendations, compare dif-
ferent items, and seek gift
suggestions based on specific
activities and occasions. Ad-
ditionally, Rufus can provide
detailed answers about prod-
ucts while users are on their
respective product detail pag-
es.

Rousseau has taken the in-
ternet by storm, amassing
over 1.6 million views since
it was shared. In the video,
Rousseau transforms ordi-
nary fruits into remarkable
pixel art, demonstrating a
unique fusion of food and
artistic expression.

The captivating
reel showcases b
Rousseau's  cre-

ative approach to |
food artistry. Us-

ing  ingredients \
like watermel-

on, cherries, and
strawberries, she
assembles these
fruits into intricate pixel art
designs. The video also fea-
tures other elements such
as a bowl of cheese and a
loaf of bread, which are
strategically placed to com-
plement the pixelated fruit
artwork.

In the caption, Rousseau
provides a glimpse into her
creative process: "Pixel sal-

ber, and olive. Strawberry,
cucumber, and feta." This
description highlights the
detailed and intentional ar-
rangement of each ingredi-
ent to create visually stun-
ning patterns.

The response from viewers

has been overwhelmingly
positive, with many express-
ing awe and admiration for
Rousseau’s innovative use of
food. Her work exemplifies
how the boundary between
culinary creations and artis-
tic expression has blurred,
as food stylists and bakers
increasingly push the lim-
its of what can be achieved
with edible materials.
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Dawid Malan Announces Retirement
from Int

Dawid Malan, England’s former
world No. 1 T20I batter, has
announced his retirement from
international cricket at the age of
37. The left-handed batter shared
the news in an interview with
British Daily 'The Times', following
his exclusion from the upcoming
white-ball series against Australia.

Malan's illustrious career saw him
achieve significant milestones,
including becoming one of only
two England men’s players—
alongside Jos Buttler—to score
centuries in Tests, ODIs, and T20Is.
Despite these accomplishments,
he had not represented England
since the 50-over World Cup in
India last year.

Reflecting on his career, Malan
noted that Test cricket, which he
once viewed as the pinnacle of
the sport, was mentally taxing.
He admitted to struggles with
consistency, saying, "Test cricket
was always the pinnacle for me
growing up. At times I played well
but in between just wasn't good
enough or consistent enough,
which was disappointing because I

felt I was a better player than that.”

Malan's international career
began in 2017 with a memorable
T20I debut against South Africa,
scoring 78 off 44 balls. He made a
significant impact during the 2017-
18 Ashes tour with a resilient 140
in Perth. Malan's T20I career was
particularly notable, especially
after England's ODI World Cup
victory in 2019. His record-
breaking 48-ball century against
New Zealand in Napier and his

ernational Cricket

ascent to the top of the ICC's T201
batting rankings in September
2020 marked his dominance in the
format.

He played a pivotal role in
England’s T20 World Cup win in
Australia in 2022, although he
missed the knockout stages due
to a groin injury. Over his career,
Malan accumulated 4,416 runs
across 22 Tests, 30 ODIs, and 62
T20Is.

Lucknow Super Giants Appoint
Zaheer Khan as Mentor for IPL 2025

The Lucknow Super Giants have announced the

appointment of former India pacer Zaheer Khan as i
their mentor for the upcoming IPL 2025 season. This
move marks Zaheer’s return to the IPL. management

scene after a two-year hiatus.

Zaheer Khan, a renowned fast bowler with a
distinguished international career, previously served
as a key figure in the Mumbai Indians' management
team from 2018 to 2022. During his tenure, the
Mumbai Indians achieved significant success,
winning the IPL title multiple times.

With the IPL 2025 mega auction approaching, Zaheer’s
expertise and experience are expected to play a
crucial role in shaping the Super Giants' strategy and

squad. His deep understanding of the game and his

past success in the IPL management are anticipated
to provide valuable insights and guidance to the

team.

Zaheer’s return to the IPL fold brings renewed
excitement and hope to the Lucknow Super Giants'
fanbase, as the team prepares for a competitive
season ahead. His appointment is seen as a strategic
move to leverage his extensive knowledge and skills

to strengthen the team’s performance and planning
for the upcoming auction.

This development is part of the Super Giants'

broader efforts to enhance their team dynamics
and performance in the highly competitive IPL
environment. Zaheer Khan’s addition to the
management team is expected to boost the team’s
prospects as they gear up for the IPL 2025 season.

Krishan Bahadur Pathak Appointed India’s Main
Goalkeeper for Asian Champions Trophy

Krishan Bahadur Pathak has been
named as the primary goalkeeper
for the Indian men’s hockey team
in the upcoming Asian Champions
Trophy, following the retirement
of PR Sreejesh. The announcement
was made on Wednesday, with
Pathak stepping into the role
previously held by Sreejesh, who
retired after India's successful
bronze medal campaign at the
Paris Olympics. Suraj Karkera will
serve as the reserve goalkeeper.

The 18-member squad, led by
Harmanpreet Singh, will compete
in the tournament scheduled from
September 8 to 17 in Hulunbuir,
China. This edition of the Asian
Champions Trophy will feature
teams from Korea, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Japan, and hosts China.

Vivek Sagar Prasad has been
appointed as the vice-captain

in place of Hardik Singh, who,
along with Mandeep Singh, Lalit
Upadhyay, Shamsher Singh, and
Gurjant Singh, has been rested.
The team includes Jugraj Singh, a
promising drag-flicker who will
have the chance to prove his worth
alongside Harmanpreet Singh.
Araijeet Singh Hundal will join
Jugraj as the third drag-flicker.

The defensive lineup consists of
Jarmanpreet Singh, Amit Rohidas,
Harmanpreet Singh, Jugraj Singh,
Sanjay, and Sumit, while the
midfield will feature Raj Kumar
Pal, Nilakanta Sharma, Manpreet
Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad, and
Mohammed Raheel. The forward
line includes Abhishek, Sukhjeet
Singh, Araijeet Singh Hundal,
junior India captain Uttam Singh,

and debutant Gurjot Singh.

Chief coach Craig Fulton
highlighted the importance of
this campaign for India, aiming
to build on their ranking points
and integrate new talent into the
squad. The Indian team will kick
off their campaign against China
on September 8.

Legends League Cricket Returns:
Season 3 Kicks Off with Historic

Matches in Kashmir

Legends League Cricket is set to return
for its third season on September 20,
featuring retired stars like Shikhar
Dhawan and Dinesh Karthik. The
tournament will span Jodhpur, Surat,
Jammu, and for the first time in
nearly 40 years, Srinagar.

The league will begin at the
Barkatullah Khan Stadium in Jodhpur
and will include a total of 25 matches
among six teams. The grand finale is
scheduled for October 16 at the Bakshi
Stadium in Srinagar. This marks a
significant milestone as Srinagar
prepares to host high-profile cricketing
action for the first time in decades.

Raman Raheja, Co-Founder of Legends
League Cricket, expressed enthusiasm
about the new season: “We are thrilled
to bring the league to Kashmir. It’s a
tremendous opportunity for the people
of Kashmir to witness live cricketing

action after nearly 40 years and for
our cricketers to experience the beauty
and hospitality of Srinagar.”

The previous season of the league saw
a substantial audience of 180 million
across India over 19 matches. The
upcoming season promises to be even
bigger with an extended schedule

and a star-studded lineup. In the last
edition, legends such as Suresh Raina,
Aaron Finch, Martin Guptill, Gautam
Gambhir, Chris Gayle, and Hashim
Amla showcased their skills, along
with 110 other renowned cricketers.

The third season will kick off in
Jodhpur, move to Surat’s Lalbhai
Contractor Stadium, and then proceed
to Jammu’s Maulana Azad Stadium.
The players’ auction for this season

is scheduled for Thursday, setting the
stage for another exciting round of
Legends League Cricket.

Pakistan Revamps Squad for
2nd Test Against Bangladesh

Pakistan has announced significant
changes to their squad ahead of the
second Test against Bangladesh, set to
take place at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium from August 30 to September
3. Abrar Ahmed and Kamran Ghulam,
who were previously dropped, have
been recalled to the team. Both players
had been competing in a four-day
match for Pakistan Shaheens against
Bangladesh 'A’ from August 20 to 23.

Abrar, a leg-spinner renowned for his
precision and spin on subcontinent
pitches, is expected to bolster
Pakistan's spin options. Kamran
Ghulam, a middle-order batsman,
adds depth and stability to the batting
lineup.

Additionally, Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Pakistan’s leading fast bowler, has
been reinstated to the squad after his
release following the first Test. Aamir
Jamal has also been recalled, although
his participation is contingent on
fitness clearance. Jamal, an emerging
all-rounder, had been rehabilitating

at the National Cricket Academy (NCA)
after his previous release.

The decision to recall these players
comes in response to Bangladesh's
historic ten-wicket victory over
Pakistan in the series opener at
Rawalpindi, marking their first-
ever Test win against Pakistan. The
inclusion of these players aims to
address the performance gaps and

strengthen Pakistan's lineup for the
upcoming match.

The updated Pakistan squad
for the second Test includes:

- Shan Masood (captain)
- Saud Shakeel (vice-
captain)

- Aamir Jamal (subject to
fitness)

- Abrar Ahmed

- Abdullah Shafique

- Babar Azam

- Kamran Ghulam

- Khurram Shahzad

- Mir Hamza

- Mohammad Ali

- Mohammad Huraira

- Mohammad Rizwan
(wicket-keeper)

- Naseem Shah

- Saim Ayub

- Salman Ali Agha

- Sarfaraz Ahmed (wicket-
keeper)

- Shaheen Shah Afridi

These changes reflect
Pakistan’s strategic
adjustments as they prepare
for a crucial second Test
against Bangladesh.
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New Poster for "Pushpa 2:

The Rule’

Allu Arjun fans, get excited! The makers
of "Pushpa 2: The Rule” have just unveiled
a striking new poster for the highly
anticipated film. Released on Wednesday,
the poster showcases Allu Arjun in a
dramatic and intense pose, adding to the
buzz surrounding the movie’s release.

In the poster, Allu Arjun is depicted with

his face bathed in hues of red, enhancing
the dramatic effect. His curls are styled to
perfection, and his hand is adorned with
elaborate jewelry, raised high, adding an
element of grandeur to the visual. The actor’s
sideways glance exudes a powerful and
captivating presence, perfectly reflecting the
film’s intense and engaging tone.

The production house behind the film,
Mythri Movie Makers, used the poster
reveal to announce that there are 100 days

Revealed

left until the film’s release. They wrote, “100
days to go for Pushpa 2: The Rule. Get ready
for an iconic box office experience. The

rule in cinemas on 6 December 2024.” This
countdown has fans eagerly awaiting the
film's debut.

"Pushpa 2: The Rule” is the sequel to the
highly successful "Pushpa: The Rise,”

and it promises to build on the original’s
massive success with more thrilling
action and drama. The film is slated for a
grand release on December 6, 2024, and is
expected to make a significant impact at
the box office.

As the release date approaches, fans and
moviegoers alike are looking forward to
seeing Allu Arjun back in action, bringing
his unique charisma and style to the big
screen once again.

Vijay's "The GOAT" Receives U/A Certification
Ahead of September 5 Release

Vijay Tapalathy’s highly
anticipated film, “The GOAT”
(Greatest of All Time), directed by
Venkat Prabhu, has successfully
completed the censorship
process and has been awarded

a U/A certificate. The film,

with a runtime of 3 hours and

3 minutes, is scheduled to hit
theaters on September 5.

“The GOAT” marks Vijay’s
68th film and is poised to be
a significant milestone in his

illustrious career, as it is one

of his final projects before he
transitions into politics. Fans
are eagerly awaiting the release,
given Vijay’s impressive track
record in the film industry.

His previous film, “Leo,” directed
by Lokesh Kanagaraj, was

a major box-office success,

and expectations are high for
“The GOAT” to continue this
trend. The film promises to
deliver another blockbuster
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performance, adding to Vijay’s
legacy of successful movies.

With its recent certification and
imminent release, “The GOAT”
is generating considerable
excitement among fans and
industry insiders alike. As
Vijay approaches this pivotal
moment in his career, the film
is anticipated to be a fitting
finale to his prolific acting
journey before he embarks on
his political career.

Preity Zinta Stuns in Ilvory Anarkali

Preity Zinta continues to dazzle with

her timeless elegance. The actress
recently turned heads with her latest
ethnic ensemble during a photoshoot,
showcasing her impeccable style. She
chose an exquisite ivory Anarkali from
the Los Angeles-based brand Fashion By
Rohini, and the result is nothing short of
spectacular.

The Anarkali featured a well-fitted
bodice with quarter-length sleeves that
accentuated Preity's graceful silhouette.
The design cinches at the waist, flowing
into a floor-length hem that gracefully
grazes the ankles. The outfit’s standout
feature is its broad golden border, which
adds a touch of glamour. The intricate
golden floral embroidery woven into the
fabric further enhances the traditional
charm of the garment.

Preity paired the Anarkali with a
matching sheer dupatta, which was
beautifully adorned with gold-laced
piping, complementing the ensemble
perfectly. Her makeup was understated

..; yet radiant, with softly flushed cheeks

and peach lips, capturing a delicate and
refined look. With this stunning choice,
Preity Zinta proves once again that her
style remains as captivating and refined
as ever.

Prabhas
Shines Again
with Record-
Breaking
“Kalki 2898AD”

Rebel star Prabhas has once again made
waves in Indian cinema with his latest
blockbuster, “Kalki 2898AD.” Since its theatrical
release on June 27th, the film has made
significant strides, joining the ranks of Indian
movies that have achieved record-breaking
success.

Recently, “Kalki 2898AD” made its debut on
OTT platforms, quickly capturing the spotlight
across the nation. The film has continued

to make headlines in the streaming world,
further cementing Prabhas’ status as a beloved
figure in digital entertainment. Viewers who
missed the film’s initial release in theaters
have flocked to streaming services, where
they've been enthusiastic in their praise of
Prabhas’ standout performance, sharing

glowing reviews on social media.

Following the monumental success of
“Baahubali,” Prabhas has further solidified his
position as a major force in Indian cinema,
demonstrating his appeal both in theaters and
on digital platforms. His films consistently
perform well across the country, enhancing
his reputation as a leading superstar. The
success of “Kalki 2898AD” on OTT platforms
has attracted considerable interest from
streaming services eager to secure the

rights to Prabhas’ future projects. The film’s
impressive performance on streaming
platforms underscores Prabhas’ ability to
engage audiences across multiple viewing
formats, reinforcing his strong presence in
pan-Indian cinema.

Anticipation Builds for Adivi Sesh’s
High-Budget Spy Thriller "G2"

Adivi Sesh’s acclaimed spy thriller
"Goodhachari” has set high
expectations for its sequel, "G2,"
which is generating significant
buzz among fans. To celebrate the

sixth anniversary of "Goodhachari,”

the makers recently unveiled six
new posters for "G2,” showcasing
Sesh in intense and dramatic
moments that hint at the film’s
high-octane action.

The new posters highlight the
world-class production quality of
"G2,” which is being developed on

a lavish budget of ¥100 crore. This
substantial investment reflects the
confidence the producers have in
Sesh’s market potential, given his
track record of consecutive hits.

Directed and co-written by Vinay
Kumar Sirigineedi in collaboration
with Sesh, "G2" is set to be the

most expensive project in Adivi
Sesh’s career. The film is crafted
on a Pan-India scale and features
Bollywood star Emraan Hashmi
in a formidable role, adding to the
film’s star power.

"G2" promises to deliver an
engaging cinematic experience
with its grand set pieces, thrilling
action sequences, and unexpected
narrative twists designed to keep
audiences on the edge of their
seats. Produced by People Media
Factory, Abhishek Agarwal Arts,
and AK Entertainments, the film
is slated for release in the latter
half of 2025. with its ambitious =
budget and high-profile cast, "G2" is E=F
poised to be a major event in Indian
cinema, continuing the legacy of
"Goodhachari” and elevating Adivi
Sesh’s standing as a leading actor
in the genre.
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